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"The soul o/the people was much discouraged because o/the way"
(Numbers 21:4)

A BURNING desire fills the mind of every newly born-again child of God, to be
able to say at life's end: '''I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision.' God has
great things in store for me. I will by grace change the world and exalt Christ to
the highest."

Looking back in later years, the same spirit accuses us of failing the vision.
"How is the most fine gold become dim!" Vain regrets fill the mind, and with them
comes the great temptation of advancing years, to dwell on disappointed hopes,
unfulfilled ambitions, in short to be in an agony of distress. Thus were the thoughts
of men after thirty-eight years in this desert. For they were well aware God had
said: "Surely they shall not see the land which I sware unto their fathers." The
whole sad atmosphere of Psalm 90, which we use at funerals, enveloped them.

We in the Gospel era know we have a rest ahead in heaven, yet our human
opportunities are under that sentence of death which comes upon every man. But
here is the paradox, unlike those ancient Israelites, who lived before our Saviour
"brought life and immortality to light through the Gospel": though we are acutely
aware of failure, we are filled with hope and glory. For Christ has done what we
can never do - He has done all, won the victory, and it is undeservedly ours to
share with Him.

Is it a sin to be "much discouraged"? The word is the normal one for reaping, or
cutting down a harvest. So the spirit may be "shortened", "constrained", hence
distressed or broken down by weariness. Whichever, it means a voluntary
bitterness possessing a man, an excruciating agony of mind. However, Job says;



"why should not my spirit be troubled?" in Job 21 :4, meaning it is not a sin to be
so. Even God Himself in Judges 10:16 was "grieved (this word) for the misery of
Israel".

This very word in God's hands turns into deliverance, for Micah 2:7 says: "Is
the Spirit of the Lord straitened?" He shares our discouragement, but is not
discouraged. Yet those men in the way of the Red Sea ended by sinning. For by
speaking thus against the generation of thy children, murmuring spread through
the columns, and God sent fiery serpents among the people. Do not cruelly cloud
the hopes of the next generation of God's children. It can become a sin. Dante in
his "Inferno" put this sin as a swamp in hell in which such spirits continuously
drowned.

Beware of "the way", and its rocky, sandy, barren plain, oppressively airless,
shut in by mountains either side, funneling fierce sandstorms out of the Persian
Gulf. The dust rises from the struggling column in dense clouds, filling the
marchers' mouths, troubling their eyes, caking their skin. They trudge on in weary
silence. So is the spirit of the child of God increasingly alone in this life, immersed
in bitter thoughts, oppressed by memories, prone to self-pity.

The real discouragement, however, lay in the direction they were heading 
diametrically away from Canaan. God seemed to make them retreat after defeating
King Arad in the southern Negev of Canaan itself. We are now marching further
and further into trackless wilderness. Dreams of life die with advancing years.
A doctor said most die badly, including Christians. Another said many such die
disillusioned and disappointed men, weighed down by failure. May your path be
as the shining light, shining more and more unto the perfect day. God had His
reasons then, as now, for apparent retreat: you are not to attack your brother who
lies between you and the direct route to Canaan: that seemingly endless line of
impassable mountains to your north which God knows your company could never
cross, will open up in a valley into which God will turn you to where He has
planned your entry to the glorious land. Triumph unlimited is yours.
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During the reign of Gallienus the great plague raged around Alexandria. At the first
appearance of the symptoms, the heathen drove the infected men from their sight;
they tore themselves from their dearest connections; they threw their friends half
dead in the streets, and left their dead unburied. But, in contrast to this cruel
selfishness, "the Christians in the abundance of their brotherly love, did not spare
themselves, but mutually attending each other, they would visit the sick without
fear, and ministering to each other for the sake of Christ, cheerfully gave up their
lives with them. Many died after their care had restored others to health. Many,
who took the bodies of their Christian brethren into their hands and bosoms, and
closed their eyes, and buried them with every mark of attention, soon followed
them in death." (Bishop Dionysius)
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Sister Churches
A SERMON BY THE EDITOR

"Paul, called to be an apostle ofJesus Christ through the will ofGod,
and Sosthenes our brother, unto the church ofGod which is at Corinth,

to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints,
with all that in every place call upon the name ofJesus Christ our Lord,

both theirs and ours: grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father,
and from the Lord Jesus Christ"

(1 Corinthians 1:1-3
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THE Church in Corinth was the twin of the evangelical Churches in Britain today,
so this letter needs to be heard. The letter looks at first reading rather disjointed.
In fact, it is built on a single idea - the love of Christ, as opposed to the spirit of
the Corinthian Church.

The problem is how to correct so as to be heard without offence. Paul has
already written one letter, and the result has been misunderstanding. We who
watch evangelicalism in Britain want to help, but all that has happened so far is
misunderstanding. Let us learn the way to set about it. He starts his letter with a
greeting full of gentle hints at where they are wrong.

Someone will say, "I fail to see in what way the Churches are alike". Let us go
through the likenesses. First their locations, in societies which resemble each
other in material prosperity. Corinth had been flattened by the invading Romans,
but rebuilt because of its position at the end of the trade route from the East. Its
port of Cenchrea shipped goods to Italy, and trans-shipped cargoes between small
vessels and larger ones capable of sailing the stormy seas round Greece. There
were extremes of wealth and poverty alongside each other, and the town attracted
fortune hunters.

It was cosmopolitan, full of Roman colonists who were freed slaves, returning
Greeks of a less admired sort than the pre-Roman Corinthians, flocking to the
most important town of that province, and eastern economic migrants, especially
Jews. It was a mixture of races, philosophies and religions.

It was a place of pleasure, the third town of the empire, one of the great centres
of Greek culture, of which culture the Romans said, "Rome conquered Greece,
but Greece conquered Rome", meaning Rome may have won the battles, but
Greek licentiousness then infected Roman society. The main temple to Aphrodite,
whilst in Paul's day no longer having its old level of immorality, nevertheless took
its descent directly from the Phoenician Astarte, part of the Baal worship so hated
of God. The town had that evil reputation for immorality, drunkenness and
dissipation so often seen in seaports. To call a person "a Corinthian" was to insult
their morals.
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It was a proud place, politically being the town from which the Roman
Governor ruled Greece, and capital of the leading Greek state. It was mentally
proud of its acuteness, Greek learning and culture. The Corinthian games came
only second to the Olympic. Thus if the Gospel was established there, it would
travel far and wide as merchants, settlers and visitors came and went. No wonder
Paul stayed there a year and a half.

This, then, is the first great reason the Apostle Paul wrote to the Corinthian
Church: it had absorbed evils from surrounding society. So has the British
evangelical scene.

The second great reason he wrote was not only because they had written to him
whilst he was in Ephesus asking questions about the Christian life, but also
because he had received worrying news from messengers they had sent, and
privately from the household of Chloe. They told him of horrible sins happening
amongst them, which were quite disgraceful. But they took it all very calmly and
were riot greatly bothered. The great Apostle felt quite the opposite - horrified.

News which reaches us about evangelical Churches in Britain worries us stiff.
I was interested to hear this summer from a relation of mine that the younger
members of the wider family feel we are making a fuss about nothing. That is the
prevailing attitude amongst evangelicals in Britain today. "Why get so wound up?
It's not as bad as you make out."

Old Bishop Taylor-Smith, who did much fine Gospel work as Chaplain
General amongst the troops in the First World War, was a great friend of
Dr. Ernest Kevan, Principal and founder of the London Bible College. He told
this story. At the barbers he found the man smoking an old clay pipe, which
transmitted heat to the lip, and had made a sore there. He advised him to see a
doctor. On the next visit he saw the man had a lump on his lip. He advised him
strongly to quit the pipe and see a doctor. Next time, there he was, pipe in mouth,
and the lump bigger. Taylor-Smith went home, got a medical book, went back
and showed the man pictures of an advancing lip-cancer, exactly like the barber's
own. The man promised to go at once to have it looked at. It was some time
before he next called for a haircut, and, the man was not there. When he enquired,
they said he had died. When the good bishop asked, they said no, he never did go
to a doctor.

That is why the'tfeat Apostle and we are in earnest. He had a bone to pick in
love. He starts his letter with his name, and the name of the one it is to, just like
any letter of his day. But he unusually adds things, expanding the greeting. He
first adds, "called to be an apostle". He is accepted by the Corinthians as an
apostle, but he defends his apostleship more here than in any other letter. That is
because the relaxed false-teachers who had got into the Church at Corinth did not
accept his authority. He says that God called him to this, not he himself, nor yet
the Church.

Whilst it is true the centre point of the whole letter is the love of God in Christ,
yet there are other important central points, and here is the first - "by the will of

I
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God". Is he making a fuss about nothing? No, in rejecting his way, they are
rejecting the will of God. God's will needs to be taken seriously by British
evangelicals. What we are saying is that Scripture and much modern
evangelicalism simply do not agree. Just because the way to fill a church is to be
weak on the Bible, strong on man as the centre, does not make it right. The will
of God decides, not what suits us. So the first thing Paul does is to assert his
authority. Our authority is God's Word, and all that goes against that, must go.

Most people reading this miss the next essential thing Paul does. Fail here, and
fail all. He associates Sosthenes with himself. Whether this man was the
persecuting ruler of the Ephesian synagogue, now converted, as some claim, is
unprovable. What is clear is that he never appears in the letter again. Paul was not
a proud man and gladly shared the glory. Some may say this is making a lot out
of the mention of Sosthenes. No, it shows Paul makes no parade of his humility,
and that is why it is so easy to miss in reading. I have known very proud men who
always started by a parade of their humility. You soon discover it is all skin-deep.
Paul had vast talents, Sosthenes few, which speaks volumes about Paul's self
effacing graciousness. Here is the secret of getting advice across, that naturalness
in humility which can strongly claim apostleship, but whose genuineness makes
advice acceptable and sweet.

The next remarkable addition to a normal greeting of the day is a triple
reminder of who they were: "the Church of God which is at Corinth." There were
a number of words for an assembly or Church, which Paul could have used for the
believers. The concourses and gatherings of worshippers of various gods and
groups of philosophers offered an array of possible names for him to choose from.
But Paul prefers "Church of God", meaning the Old Testament "congregation of
Jehovah". Of all unlikely places in which to meet it!

Having shown them they were different to the heathen he makes what he means
clear by "sanctified in Christ Jesus". It would have been clear to the original
readers that he is saying something had happened to them in the past, a great
change, a setting apart, which has continued to the present day. He is not teaching
instant holiness. Rather that in Christ they separated, and remain separate. That
was the bottom of the Corinthian's troubles, and of the troubles of evangelicalism
today -lack of separation. Saying that, had caused all the trouble when Paul wrote
his first letter which we no longer have. They had misunderstood it to mean they
were to having nothing to do with the world. No, we live in the world, but we are
essentially different. Not eccentric, but we live the life of Him who was "holy,
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners", as Hebrews 7:26 says. It is my firm
belief that if Christians lived like that, men would listen to us.

He continues with a third reminder of who they were: "called to be saints" 
meaning that as he was called to be an apostle, so they were called to be
sanctified. Separation, that is the great message that Christians in Britain need to
hear. We are not to model our music, our worship, our leadership, saving faith, our
ideas of the Bible, and especially of Christ and of God, upon the modern pattern.



Let the world and that part of the Church which is determined fo- go along with it,
go its way; let us set off in the diametrically opposite direction.

To say that by softening our stance towards heathens and to false teachers
within the Church we will get us a hearing, respect and influence, is here denied.
Look at Keele, when in 1967 much British evangelicalism turned its back on the
old separation, and chose quite deliberately to play full part in "the Church",
whatever Keele delegates thought, the Apostle is saying to the Corinthians that
they must practice separation, even from such apparent Christians as the false
teachers, as well as from heathendom. The "reputation for narrow partisanship
and obstructionism" of which Keele delegates said, "we need to repent and to
change", was just the opposite advice to Paul's here. As Greshem Machin pointed
out, what brought the early Christians all their troubles was the little word "only".

"With all that in every place" is put here by Paul to remind the Corinthian
Church that its loyalties lay with the brotherhood worldwide. Keele chose to make
common cause with "the Church". In practice, as other evangelicals pointed out,
this meant putting loyalty to denomination above loyalty to true believers outside
it. Our loyalty is to true believers worldwide.

If one asks, "How can I know who is a true believer?", Paul here provides a
triple answer. First, he says, "all who in every place call on the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ". That was the test of the true Church of God that Ananias used in
Acts 9:11, 14, "all that call on thy name". It is both simple and safe. When
Ananias was troubled about this very thing, fearing to go near Saul the persecutor,
God gave him a sign that he was safe to do so, "behold, he prayeth". Prayer must
be to the "Lord Jesus Christ". Anyone who reads Paul's messages in the
synagogues in Acts knows that he taught that the Man, the Jesus of the Gospels,
is Lord and God, and also the Messiah, Anointed One, the promised Christ. A man
who prayed to Him is safe to take as a true believer. As Stephen died, Paul could
remember him "calling upon God and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit".

The great problem facing the early Church was the emergence of the sects
saying that they had the true Gospel, and the Church was deceiving people with
a false gospel. To combat them, the Church said, we have the very same Gospel
as the apostles, and have guarded it down the years, whilst you are but of
yesterday. You are in certain localities only, whilst we are "all in every place" 
the very argument Paul uses here.

But he adds further, "both theirs and ours". The Church contained Jews,
although its fifty or so members were mostly Gentiles. So he gently reminds them
that .they are one, and also have no monopoly of truth. Beware of the Elijah spirit:
"I, even I only, am left."

All secular letters put "Greeting" here, which was a very similar word to what
Paul uses here - "Grace". Even James in his epistle, and the Jerusalem Council in
writing to the Churches used "Greeting". Why then does Paul add "peace from
God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ"? He wants to show that all is the
gift of God in Christ. "Grace", originating from God's heart, given to us sinners
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in Christ free, undeserved, with no part due to man. So by adding "peace" he adds
to a common word "grace" to which he has given a new content of meaning,
another word from the Hebrew, a sacred word meaning God's peace. It is what
they most needed, put as a blessing and a prayer for them.

You find there the third great theme of this letter, "the Lord Jesus Christ",
which occurs four times in these three opening verses. He, not the Holy Spirit,
needs emphasising to evangelicalism today. I note the original Alpha course has a
strong emphasis upon the Holy Spirit, whilst Paul has all the weight upon the
Lord Jesus Christ. It does not surprise me, then, that the latest trouble in
evangelicalism is new teachings appearing concerning salvation by faith alone, by
grace alone.

The love of Christ, the will of God and our Lord Jesus Christ, are the three
central themes of this epistle. We thank God for its sweet correction, with a
similar secular society affecting our Churches, the same problems and, above all,
the same need of the centrality of our Lord Jesus Christ.

_e_

For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

LESSONS FROM THE LAUNDRY

I SPEND a lot of my time each week doing the laundry. The clothes need to be
washed, dried, ironed, folded and put away. And then the same again next week.
When the clothes are put into the washing machine, the water goes through them
washing out the dirt and grime. After they are dried on the line, there is no trace
of the water at all but it has done its purifying and cleansing work. The effect of
the water is evident after the water is gone.

We need to use God's word in that way. It needs to permeate out lives and
thinking and help us to live pure and clean lives. The effect of God's Word should
be evident long after we have read it or heard it preached. The Lord Jesus uses the
word of the Scripture to cleanse his bride, the Church. " ... Christ also loved
the Church and gave himself for it, that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the
washing of water by the word" (Ephesians 5.25-26).

Just as clothes need to be washed regularly, so we need to be regularly at the
Word of God. Our pride and sin and love of the world will soon make us dirty.
The Lord Jesus wants his people to be sanctified by Himself, so that they would
be holy, without spot or blemish.
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Sometimes a garment will have a particularly stubborn stain that needs a lot of
work to remove. We too can have a particular besetting sin that continually
troubles us. The Lord will use his powerful Word and perhaps a difficult
providence to bring us to Himself. This is all part of the process of sanctification

., enabling us to die more and more to sin and live unto righteousness. This is an
ongoing work of God's grace in the life of the Christian - the one for whom Christ
has died and who is adopted into the family of God.

God's Word has a vital part to play in our sanctification - just like the water in
the cleaning of the clothes. "Thy word have I hid in my heart, that I might not sin
against thee" (Psalm 119:11).

BIBLE SEARCH

Find the missing words. The initial letters of the answers spell out a word from
Jesus' prayer for his people. " them through thy truth: thy word is
truth." John 17:17.

1. According to his mercy he us, by the washing of regeneration.
Titus 3:5.

2. Ye are clean but not . For he knew who should betray him. John
13:10-11.

3. Ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the of
the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God. I Corinthians 6:11.

4. The Lord said unto Moses, Go unto the people and sanctify then today and
tomorrow and let them wash their . Exodus 19:10.

5. These are they which came out of great and have washed their
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Revelation 7:14.

6. Without faith it is to please him (God). Hebrews 11:6.

7. His raiment became shining, exceeding white as snow; so as no _
on earth can white them. Mark 9:3.

8. Now ",--_ are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you.
John 15:3.

The Christian hath now nothing to do with the law, as it thundereth and burneth
on Sinai, or as it bindeth the conscience to wrath and the displeasure of God for
sin; for, from its thus appearing, it is freed by faith in Christ. Yet it is to have
regard thereto, and is to count it holy, just and good. (John Bunyan)

,
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Luther's Second
Christmas Day Sermon

(or early Christmas service)
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And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the
shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this
thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. And they
came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.
And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told
them concerning this child. And all they that heard it wondered at those things
which were told them by the shepherds. But Mary kept all these things, and
pondered them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising
God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.

(Luke 2:15-20)

IN the light of the exposition of the preceding Gospel this text is easily
understood, for it cites an example and the putting into practice of the doctrine
taught there, in that the shepherds did, and found, just as the angels had told them.
Consequently it teaches what the results and fruit of the Word of God are, and
what the marks are, by which we know whether the Word of God is established
in our hearts and whether it is doing its work there.

THE FRUITS AND SIGNS OF THE POWER OF THE WORD OF GOD

The first and principal fruit of the power of the Word is faith. For had not these
shepherds believed the angel they would never have gone to Bethlehem, they
would moreover never have done one of the things related of them in this Gospel.

One, however, might say: Yes, I would also gladly believe if an angel from
heaven were to preach to me. This is very foreign to the subject. Whoever does
not receive the Word for its own sake, will never receive it for the sake of the
preacher, even if all the angels preached it to him. And he who receives it because
of the preacher, does not believe in the Word, neither in God through the Word,
but he believes the preacher and in the preacher. Hence the faith of such persons
does not last long. But whoever believes the Word, does not care who the person
is who speaks the Word, and neither will he honour the Word for the sake of the
person; but on the contrary, he honours the person because of the Word, and
always subordinates the person to the Word. And if the preacher perishes, or even
falls from his faith and preaches differently, he will forsake the person of the
preacher rather than the Word of God. He abides by what he has heard, although
the person of the preacher may be what he will, and come and go as he may.



The true difference between godly faith and human faith consists also in this,
that human faith cleaves to the person of the preacher, believes, trusts and honours
the Word for the sake of him who spake it. But godly faith, on the other hand,
cleaves to the Word, which is God Himself; he believes, trusts and honours the
Word, not because of him who preaches it; but because he feels it so surely the
truth, that no one can ever turn him again from it, even if the same preacher were
to try to do it. This is proved by the Samaritans (John 4:42), when they had first
heard of Christ from the heathen woman and upon her word they went out of the
city to Christ. After they themselves heard Christ, they said to the woman: "Now
we believe, not because of thy saying: for we have heard him ourselves, and know
that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world."

Moreover, all who believed Christ because of His person and His miracles, fell
from their faith when He was crucified. So it is in our day and so has it always
been. The Word itself, without any regard to persons, must be enough for the
heart, it must include and lay hold of man, so that he, as if taken captive, feels how
true and right it is, even if the world, all the angels, all the princes of hell said
differently, yea, if God Himself spake otherwise; as He at times tempts His own
elect and appears as if He were different than He had before declared. So it was
with Abraham when commanded to offer his son Isaac; with Jacob, while
wrestling with the angel; and with David, when persecuted by his son Absalom;
and other like examples.

This faith triumphs in life and death, in hell and heaven, and nothing is able to
overthrow it; because it rests upon nothing but the Word, without any regard
whatever to persons.

These shepherds possessed such faith; for they agree with and clave to the Word
so fully that they forgot the preacher who declared it to them. They do not say, "Let
us go and see the word that the angels made known to us, but the word that the
Lord hath made known unto us". The angels were soon forgotten and the Word of
God only seized and retained. In like manner St. Luke speaks in the text of Mary,
that she kept all these sayings, pondering them in her heart. Without doubt she did
not let the humble appearance of the shepherds trouble her, but esteemed all as the
Word of God. Not only Mary, but all the others who heard these words from the
shepherds, and wondered, as the text says. All clung to the Word.

And, although it is the idiom of the Hebrew language that when it speaks of an
historic fact, it says, "they wish to see the word", as Luke says here (because the
history is embodied in the words, and is made known by means of words); so it is
therefore thus provided by God that faith should be expressed as that which
cleaves to the words and relies upon the words spoken concerning the history. For
if Christ's life and sufferings were not embodied in the words by which faith is
anchored, they would have been of no use, because all who saw them with their
eyes received no benefit from them, or very little.

The second fruit is the unity in the spirit. For it is the nature of Christian faith
to unite hearts into one, that they be of one mind and of one will, as Psalm 68:6
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says: "God, the Lord, Christ our God, setteth the solitary in' families." St. Paul
speaks of the unity of the Spirit in many places, as in Romans 12:18,
1 Corinthians 12:4, and Ephesians 4:3, where he says: "Be ever diligent that ye be
of one mind, of one will." Such unity is not possible, apart from faith, for
everyone is well pleased with his own ways, therefore is the land, as the proverb
runs, full of fools. Here one sees in his own experiences how the various callings,
orders, and sects are divided among themselves. Everyone esteems his order, his
calling, his character, his work, his plans the best, and the right road to heaven.
He disparages the things of others and rejects them; as we see at present among
the priests, monks, bishops and all who profess to be spiritual.

However, those who have the true faith, know that it depends only upon faith,
in which they unanimously agree. Therefore they are never divided and disunited
because of any outward calling, conduct or work. To them all external matters,
however different they may be, are the same. Thus the shepherds here are of one
mind, of one will, speak the same thought among themselves, use the same form
of words and say: "Let us now go even unto Bethlehem," etc.

The third fruit is humility, in that they acknowledge themselves to be human.
Therefore the Evangelist adds, "the shepherds", etc. For faith immediately teaches
that everything human is nothing before God. Hence they despise self and think
nothing of themselves. This is true, fundamental humility and self knowledge.
Humility then brings with it that it does not inquire about things great and high in
the world. They consider themselves humble, poor and despised people, as
SI. Paul teaches in Romans 12:16, when he says: "Set not your mind on high
things, but condescend to them that are lowly." As Psalm 15:4 also teaches:
"In the eyes of the righteous the reprobate is despised, but he honoureth them that
fear Jehovah."

Out of all this follows peace. For he who esteems nothing of all the external and
great things, easily lets them pass and never quarrels with anyone about them. He
experiences something better inwardly in the faith of his heart. Unity, peace, and
humility are also found among murderers, public sinners, even among hypocrites.
It is, however, a unity of the flesh and not of the spirit; as Pi late and Herod became
reconciled to one another, and exercised a peaceful and humble spirit toward each
other. Likewise the Jews, according to Psalm 2:2: "The kings of the earth set
themselves, and the rules take counsel together." In like manner are, the pope,
monks and priests one when they contend against God, who at other times are
nothing but mere sects among themselves. Hence this is called an unity, humility
and peace of the spirit, in that it is above and in spiritual things, that is, in Christ.

The fourth is love to your neighbour and a renunciation of self. The example of
the shepherds proves this in that they leave their sheep and go forth, not to the
great and high lords in Jerusalem, nor to the aldermen in Bethlehem, but to the
little company in the stable. They present themselves to the lowly and do
whatever is required of them. Had they not had faith they would not have thus left
their sheep; and they would not have abandoned their work, had not the angels
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before commanded them to do so. They did it of their own free will and of
their own counsel, as the text teaches. They conferred with one another about
it and came with haste, and the angels did not command them, but only pointed
out what they would find, and left it to their own free will, whether they would
go and seek.

Let love act in like manner. It knows no command, it does everything by virtue
of its own impulse, it hastens and delays not, it is enough that its attention is only
called to a thing, it needs no taskmaster, neither will it tolerate one. Oh, much
might be said on this thought! So should the Christian live more freely in love,
forget self and things of self, only think and hasten to his neighbour, as St. Paul
in Philippians 2:4 says: "Not looking each of you to his own things, but each of
you also to the things of others." And Galatians 6:2: "Bear ye one another's
burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ."

However, the pope and his bishops and priests have filled the world with
laws and constraint, and there is nothing now in the whole world but mere
driving and alarming. No voluntary order or calling exists any longer, since it has
been proclaimed that love should be extinguished and the world be ruined by
human doctrines.

The fifth is joy. This appears in the world that we gladly speak and hear
about the things faith in the heart has received. So here the shepherds converse
with one another joyously and kindly about that which they had heard and
believed. They use very many words, as if they were talking to no purpose. They
are not satisfied by saying: "Let us go unto Bethlehem and see the thing that has
come to pass"; they add, "which the Lord did and has made known unto us." It is
not unnecessary talk they say: "What has come to pass there, that God has done?"
Could they not easily have spoken in fewer words thus: "Let us see the saying,
God has done there."

But the Spirit's joy bubbles over with cheery words, and still none are useless,
yea, all is too little, and the soul cannot pour forth itself as it gladly would desire,
like Psalm 45:1 says: "My heart overfloweth with a goodly matter," as if he were
to say, " I would gladly tell it forth, but I cannot; it is greater than I can express,
so that my speaking is hardly a hiccough." Hence the saying in Psalm 51:17 and
other places: "My tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteousness" - that is,
proclaim, sing and speak forth with rejoicing and jumping. And Psalm 119:171:
"Let my lips utter praise", like a boiling pot wells and bubbles forth.

The sixth fruit: they follow with acts. For it is as St. Paul says in 1 Corinthians
4:20: "For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power." Thus here the
shepherds do not only say, "Let us go and see", but they also went, yea, they do
more than they say. For the text says, "They came in haste" - that is more than
merely going, as they agreed to do. For faith and love always do more than they
promise, and their affairs are alive, intertwined, active, bubbling over. So a
Christian should be a man of few words and of many deeds, as he will surely be,
if he is a true Christian. If he is not such a man then he is not yet a real Christian.
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The seventh fruit is, they freely confess and publicly preach the-Word that was
spoken to them concerning this child, which is the highest work of the Christian
life. In this we are to risk our body and life, our wealth and honour. For to believe
right and live a good life quietly and with yourself is not attacking the wicked
spirit very hard; but when we go forth and publish the same abroad, confess,
preach and praise for the sake of the welfare of others: that he will not permit.
Therefore Luke adds here that the shepherds did not only come and see, but they
also preached about this Child what they heard in the field, not only before Mary
and Joseph, but before everybody.

Do you not think there were many who thought they were fools and insane
people, in that they attempted, as coarse and unschooled laymen, to speak of the
angels' song and sermon? But the shepherds, full of faith and joy, cheerfully
became fools in the eyes of men for God's sake. A Christian also does the same.
For God's Word must be considered as foolishness and falsehood in this world.

The eighth fruit is Christian liberty. This is bound by no work, but all works are
alike to a Christian as they come to his notice. For these shepherds run to no
desert, put on no hood, never shave their heads, never change clothing, time, food,
drink nor any external work, they return again to their sheep cots and they serve
their God. For a Christian character consists not in outward conduct, neither does
it change anyone to his outward calling or position, but as to his inner state, that
is, he possesses another heart, another mind, will and impulse that does even the
work, that any person without such a mind will do. For a Christian knows that all
depends entirely upon faith; therefore he goes, stands eats, drinks, clothes
himself, works and lives as an ordinary man in his calling, so that one cannot see
his Christianity: as Christ says in Luke 17:20-21: "The Kingdom of God cometh
not with observation; neither shall they say, Lo, here! For the kingdom of God is
within you."

Against this liberty, the pope and his spiritual offices contend with their laws
and chosen dress, food, prayers and sacred persons and places; they take
themselves and every person captive by their soul snare by which they filled the
world, as St. Anthony saw in a dream.

For they thought it depended upon our nature and works that we are saved.
They call other people worldly, although they themselves are seven-fold more
worldly, since all their affairs are doings of men, concerning which God has
commanded nothing.

The ninth and last fruit of the Word is praising and thanking. For we are not
able to give God any work or service for all the kindness and grace He bestows
upon us, except praise and thanks which also springs from the heart, and do not
need many organs, bells and loud voices. Faith truly teaches such praise and
thanks as are here related of the shepherds, in that they returned to their flocks
glorifying and praising God. They are indeed contented, although they have not
become wealthier, although they are not more highly honoured, although they do
not eat and drink better, and are not obliged to do their daily duties better.



See, in this Gospel you have a picture of a true Christian life, first according to
its outward character, so that it glitters not outwardly at all, or very little in the
eyes of the people, yea, is falsehood and the work of fools in the eyes of most
people; but inwardly is nothing but light, joy and salvation. Hence we see what
the apostle means, when in Galatians 5:22 he relates the fruits of the Spirit and
says: "The fruits of the Spirit" - that is, the works of faith - "are love, joy, peace,
long-suffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness, self-control"; here
there is no mention of persons, seasons, food, clothing, place, or like chosen
works of human device as we see swarming in the life of the papists.
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THE SPIRITUAL INTERPRETATION OF THIS GOSPEL

But what it is to find Christ in such poverty, and what His swaddling clothes and
manger signify, are explained in the previous Gospel; that His poverty teaches
how we should find Him in our neighbours, the lowliest and most needy; and His
swaddling clothes are the holy Scriptures; that in actual life we should incline to
the needy; and in our studies and contemplative life only to the Scriptures; in
order that Christ alone may become the Man of both lives and that He may
everywhere stand before us. We should shun the books of Aristotle, and the pope,
and of all men, or read them in a way we do not seek the edification of the soul
in them; but with them make use of the time and this life, as one teaches a trade
or civil law. However, it is not in vain that St. Luke places Mary before Joseph,
and both of them before the Child and says: "And they found both Mary and
Joseph, and the babe lying in the manger."

Now we said before, Mary is the Christian Church, Joseph the servants of the
Church, as bishops and pastors should be if they preach the Gospel. Here the
Church is preferred before the prelates of the Church, as Christ also says in Luke
22:26: "He that is the greater among you, let him become the younger," although
that is now reversed; it is also no wonder, since they rejected the Gospel and
exalted the prattle of men. The Christian Church retains now all the words of God
in her heart and ponders them, compares them with one another and with the
Scriptures. Therefore he who would find Christ must first find the Church. How
should we know where Christ and His faith were, if we did not know where His
believers are? And he who would know anything of Christ must not trust himself,
nor build a bridge to heaven by his own reason; but he must go to the Church,
attend and ask her.

Now the Church is not wood and stone, but the company of believing people;
one must hold to them, and see how they believe, live and teach; they surely have
Christ in their midst. For outside of the Christian Church there is no truth, no
Christ, no salvation.

From this it sure follows that it is unsafe and false that the pope or bishop
wishes to have himself alone believed, and that he poses as a master, for they all
err and are inclined to err. But their teaching should be subject to the congregation
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of believers. The congregation should decide and judge what .they teach; their
judgment should stand, in order that Mary may be found before Joseph, the
Church be preferred to the preachers. For it was not Joseph who retains the words
in her heart, ponders them, gathers them together and compares them. The apostle
also taught this in 1 Corinthians 14:29-30 when he says: "And let not the prophets
speak by two or three, and let the others discern. But if a revelation be made to
another sitting by, let the first keep silence."

But at present the pope and his followers have become tyrants, have reversed
this Christian, godly and apostolic order, established an entirely heathen and
Pythagorian order of things, that they may say, lulaffen and al!enzen, that is, they
talk silly about whatever they wish. No one criticises them, no one will oppose
them, no one tells them to be quiet. And in this way they have quenched the Spirit
so that among them one finds neither Mary, nor Joseph nor Christ: nothing but the
rats, mice, vipers and serpents of their poisonous doctrines and hypocrisy.

This is not a Gospel of strife; for it teaches Christian morals and works, it does
not clearly and publicly establish the different articles of faith. Although in its
spiritual teachings (mysteriis) as has been shown, it is strong enough; but the
spiritual teachings (mysteria) do not strive and contend. There must be clear,
public passages that plainly publish the articles of our faith.

---
The Hind of the Morning

Part 2

CHRISTMAS EVANS (1766-1838)

CHRIST is everywhere in the Scriptures spoken of as a Blessing, and whether we
contemplate His advent, His ministry, His miracles, His agony, His crucifixion,
His interment, His resurrection or His ascension, we may truly say, "All His paths
drop fatness". All His travels were on the road of mercy, and trees are growing up
in His footsteps, whose fruit is delicious food and "whose leaves are for the
healing of the nations". He walketh upon the south winds, causing propitious
gales to blow upon the wilderness till songs of joy awake in the solitary place and
the desert blossoms as the rose.

If we will consider what the prophets wrote of the Messiah in connection with
the evangelical history, we shall be satisfied that none like Him, either before or
since, ever entered our world, or departed from it. Both God and Man - at once
the Father of eternity and the Son of time, He filled the universe, while He was
embodied upon earth and ruled the principalities and powers, while He wandered,
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a persecuted stranger, in Judea. "No man," saith He, "hath ascended up to heaven,
but He that came down from heaven, even the Son of man who is in heaven."

Heaven was no strange place to Jesus. He talks of the mansions in His Father's
house as familiarly as one of the royal family would talk of Windsor Castle where
he was born, and saith to His disciples, "I go to prepare a place for you; that where
I am there ye may be also". The glory into which He entered was His own glory
the glory which He had with the Father before the world was. He had an original
and supreme right to the celestial mansions, and He acquired a new and additional
claim by His office as Mediator. Having suffered for our sins, He "ought to enter
into His glory". He ought, because He is, "God, blessed for ever"; He ought because
He is the Representative of His redeemed people. He has taken possession of the
kingdom in our behalf and left on record for our encouragement this cheering
promise: "To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with Me in My Throne, even
as I also have overcome, and am set down with My Father in His Throne."

The departure of God from Eden, and the departure of Christ from the earth,
were two of the sublimest events that ever occurred, and fraught with immense
consequences to our race. When Jehovah went out from Eden, He left a curse
upon the place for man's sake, and drove man out before Him into an accursed
earth. But when Jesus descended from Olivet, He lifted the curse with Him and
left a blessing behind Him - sowed the world with the seed of eternal blessings,
and "instead of the thorn shall come up the fir-tree, and instead of the briar shall
come up the myrtle-tree; and it shall be to the Lord for a name, and an everlasting
sign, that shall not be cut off." He ascended to intercede for sinners, and reopen
Paradise to His people; and when He shall come the second time, according to the
promise with all His holy angels, then shall we be "caught up to meet the Lord in
the air, and so shall we ever be with the Lord."

"The Lord is gone up with a shout!" and has taken our redeemed nature with
Him. He is the Head of the Church and is the Representative at the right hand of
the Father. "He hath ascended on high; He hath led captivity captive; He hath
received gifts for men, yea, for the rebellious also, that God may dwell among
them." "Him hath God exalted, with His own right hand to be a Prince and a
Saviour, to give repentance to Israel, and remission of sins." This is the Father's
recognition of His "Beloved Son" and significant acceptance of His sacrifice.
"Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a Name which is
above every Name, that at the Name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in
heaven and things in the earth, and things under the earth, and that every tongue
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father."

The evidence of our Lord's ascension is ample. He ascended in the presence of
many witnesses, who stood gazing after Him till a cloud received Him out of their
sight. And while they looked steadfastly towards heaven, two angels appeared to
them and talked with them of what they had seen. Soon after on the day of
Pentecost, He fulfilled, in a remarkable manner, the promise which He had made
to His people: "If I go away I will send you another Comforter, who shall abide



with you for ever." Stephen, the first of His disciples that glorified the Master by
martyrdom, testified to his murderers: "Lo, I see the heavens opened, and the Son
of Man standing on the right hand of God." And John, the "beloved disciple",
while an exile in Patmos for the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ,
beheld Him in the midst of the throne, "as a Lamb that had been slain!" These are
the evidences that our Lord is in heaven; these are our consolations in the house
of our pilgrimage.

The Apostle speaks of the necessity of this event: "Whom the heaven must
receive." Divine necessity is a golden chain reaching from eternity to eternity, and
encircling all the events of time. It consists of many links all hanging upon each
other, and not one of them can be broken without destroying the support of the
whole. The first link is in God, "before the world was," and the last is in heaven,
when the world shall be no more. Christ is its Alpha and Omega, and Christ
constitutes all its intervenient links. Christ in the bosom of the Father, receiving
the promise of eternal life, before the foundation of the world, is the beginning.
Christ in His sacrificial blood, atoning for our sins and pardoning and sanctifying
all them that believe, is the middle, and Christ in heaven, pleading the merit of
His vicarious sufferings, making intercession for the transgressors, drawing all
men unto Himself, presenting the prayers of His people and preparing their
mansions, is the end.

There is a necessity in all that Christ has done as our Mediator, in all that He
is doing on our behalf, and all that He has engaged to do - the necessity of Divine
love manifested, of Divine mercy exercised, of Divine purposes accomplished, of
Divine covenants fulfilled, of Divine faithfulness vindicated, and of Divine
power displayed. Christ felt this necessity while He tabernacled among us,
often declared it to His disciples, and acknowledged it to the Father in the agony
in the Garden.

Behold Him wrestling in prayer, with strong crying and tears: "Father, save Me
from this hour! If it be possible, let this cup pass from Me." Now the Father reads
to Him His covenant engagement, which He signed and sealed with His own hand
before the foundation of the world. The glorious Sufferer replies: "Thy will be
done! For this cause came I unto this hour. I will drink the cup Thou hast mingled,
and not a dreg of any of its ingredients shall be left for My people. I will pass
through the approaching dreadful night under the hidings of Thy countenance,
bearing away the curse from My beloved. Henceforth repentance is hidden from
My eyes!" Now, on His knees, He reads the covenant engagements of the Father
and adds: "I have glorified Thee on the earth. I have finished the work which Thou
gavest Me to do. Now glorify Thou Me, according to Thy promise, with Thine own
Self, with the glory which 1had with Thee before the world was. Father, I will that
they also whom Thou hast given Me be with Me where 1am, that they may behold
My glory. Thine they were, and Thou hast given them to Me, on condition of My
pouring out My soul unto death. Thou hast promised them, through My
righteousness and meritorious sacrifice, the kingdom of heaven which 1now claim
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on theirbehalf. Father, glorify My people with Him whom Thou lovedst before the
foundation of the world!" This intercession of Christ for His saints, begun on earth,
is continued in heaven. This is our confidence and joy in our journey through the
wilderness. We know that our Joshua has gone over into the land of our
inheritance, where He is preparing the place of our habitation for Israel; for it is
His will that all whom He has redeemed should be with Him for ever.

There is a text which speaks of the period when the great purposes of our
Lord's ascension shall be fully accomplished: "Until the times of the restitution of
all things." The period here mentioned is "the dispensation of the fulness of time",
when "the fulness of the Gentiles shall come in", and "the dispersed of Judah"
shall be restored, and Christ shall "gather together in Himself all things in heaven
and in earth", overthrow His enemies, establish His everlasting kingdom, deliver
the groaning creation from its bondage, glorify His people with Himself, imprison
the devil with his angels in the bottomless pit, and punish with banishment from
His presence them that obey not the Gospel.

To this glorious consummation, the great travail of redemption, and all the
events of time, are only preparatory. It was promised in Eden and the promise was
renewed and enlarged to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob. It was described in
gorgeous oriental imagery by Isaiah and the sweet Psalmist of Israel and "spoken
of by all the prophets since the world began". Christ came into the world to
prepare the way for His future triumph - to lay on Calvary the "chief corner
stone" of a temple, which shall be completed at the end of time and endure
through all eternity. He began the great restitution. He redeemed His people with
a price and gave them a pledge of redemption by power. He made an end of sin,
abolished the Levitical priesthood and swallowed up all the types and shadows in
Himself. He sent home the beasts, overthrew the altars, and quenched the holy fire
and, upon the sanctifying altar of His own divinity, offered His own sinless
humanity, which was consumed by fire from heaven. He removed the seat of
government from Mount Zion, in Jerusalem, to Mount Zion above, where He sits,
"a Priest upon His throne", drawing heaven and earth together and establishing
"the covenant of peace between them both".

Blessed be God! we can now go to Jesus, the Mediator, passing by millions of
angels and all "the spirits of just men made perfect" till we "come to the blood of
sprinkling, which speaketh better things than that of Abel", and we look for that
blessed day when this Gospel of the kingdom shall be universally prevalent, "and
all shall know the Lord from the least even to the greatest" when there shall be a
"new heaven and a new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness", when both the
political and the moral aspects of our world shall be changed and a happier state
of things shall exist than has ever been known before, when the pestilence, the
famine and the sword shall cease to destroy and the saints of the Most High shall
possess the kingdom in quietness and assurance for ever. Then cometh the end
when Emmanuel "shall destroy in this mountain the veil of the covering cast over
all people and swallow up death in victory".
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A Wonderful Promise
STAN K. EVERS (potton. Beds.)

199

, "Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest"
, (Matthew 11:28)

It is a sad fact of life that people, even sometimes our friends, make promises and
later break them. How comforting to know that the Lord Jesus Christ never lets
us down; He keeps all His promises! In this wonderful promise from the lips of
Jesus we read about-

1. A sad condition

Jesus speaks about those who "labour and are heavy laden". The gentle Saviour
gives rest to those burdened with guilt and worn out with suffering. He offers
meaning to those confused with life's problems and gives strength to those who
are weary of life itself. He is "a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief' (Isaiah
53:3) who took our human nature and therefore understands our human suffering.
The Son of Man who wept on earth is now in heaven as our great High Priest
"touched with the feeling of our infirmities" (Hebrews 4:15). Though exalted in
heaven "our sufferer yet retains a fellow-feeling of our pains" (Michael Bruce).

2. A gracious invitation

Jesus says in this gospel invitation "Come to me". This is an invitation from
the Saviour who died for sinners and will therefore turn no one away (John 6:37).
He says to us "Come with all your sin and all your problems. Come as you are!
Come now! Come to me - I alone can give true rest and I am always willing to
help you". Would you offend the tender Lord Jesus by refusing his invitation?
Yes, "Come to me" is an invitation but because it comes from the lips of the divine
Master it is also a command. We dare not disobey the King of heaven!

3. A glorious promise

The promise is clear: "I will give you rest" - from fear, anxiety, despair and
depression. Whatever your trouble or however heavy your burden, you may rest
in Him and experience His peace filling your heart and mind (Philippians 4:6-7).
He says to you as He said to his disciples: "Let not your heart be troubled; ye
believe in God, believe also in me.... Peace I leave with you, my peace I give
unto you.... Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid" (John 14:1,27).

4. A difficult command

An exacting command follows the wonderful promise; it often does in Jesus'
teaching. The command is "Take my yoke upon you and learn of me" (Matthew
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11:29). But even with the command there is a further promise that "ye shall find
rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden light" (verses 29, 30).
How could you disobey such a kind Master?

The yoke directs our thoughts to faithful service and patient suffering. As you
serve and as you suffer remember the Suffering Servant is at your side carrying
the burden with you and teaching you through the varied experiences of your life.
Are you willing to learn?

_e_

Asaph's Complaint
The late D. J. BRADSHAW (Brooke Chapel. Norwich)

"Nevertheless I am continually with thee: thou hast holden me by my right
hand. Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterward receive me to glory"

(Psalm 73:23-24)

THIS is a Psalm of Asaph, who lived in the time of King David. He was a Levite
- a member of the priestly tribe. He was a leading singer, and played the cymbals
when the Ark was brought to Jerusalem. David made him a leader of the choral
worship, and he was a prophet or seer of his day.

Like so many godly men, Asaph had his up times and his down times. At this
particular point he was very down. Everything seemed to be going wrong. He was
in what we would call today, "deep depression" of spirit when he wrote the first
part of this Psalm. Nothing seemed right. He felt his spiritual feet had slipped
from under him, and yet he was truly seeking to serve the Lord. On the other hand,
the wicked seemed to be untroubled - everything was going well for them - they
seemed to have no worries. They were proud and violent, but all seemed well for
them and they prospered in every way.

But for Asaph it was exactly the opposite. He was truly seeking to live a godly
and upright life - to do what was right in God's sight - but all he could find was
deep spiritual darkness. God did not seem to reward him as He did the wicked,
and he cried in an anguish of despair: "I have cleansed my heart in vain, and
washed my hands in innocency . . . but I am plagued all the day long, and
chastened every morning." It all seemed so unfair of God, and when Asaph tried
to understand it, it was just too much for him - too painful for him. And this
word "painful" (Hebrew amai) means labouring - struggling - no peace - no
encouragement - everything seeming all wrong in a way that really hurt. It was in
many ways similar to Job's problem.
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But then came the great change. Asaph went into the sanctuary of God - the
Tabernacle - the Holy Place - the place of sacrifice - the place of the Altar - the
place which spoke of the reality of the nature of God, and to his tormented soul
lhere came a blessed peace and tranquillity of soul as he was taught to see the real
perspective of things. That the prosperity of the wicked was very short-lived, and
lhat he had fallen into the trap of letting his feelings take over from his faith.

My dear friends, I believe that this is one of the most frequent, and most
successful, of Satan's devices. Truly we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but
against principalities and powers - against the rulers of the darkness of this world,
and against spiritual wickedness in the heavenlies. If Satan can make us look to
feelings rather than faith, he has won a great victory - feelings can be so real and
vivid that faith is, as it were, pushed into the background. I speak here from the
depths of my own experience. Do your feelings sometimes really get you down?
The consciousness of sin, of lack of love, of coldness and barrenness of spirit 
lhe thought that while the wicked seem to prosper, you are in deep trouble of
soul? Listen to Joseph Hart's beautiful reply to your difficulty (and, of course,
that of Asaph):

"Though thy fainting spirits droop, yet thy God is with thee still,
To believe in hope 'gainst hope, though against thee all things feel.
Only to believe, midst thy coldness, doubts and death,
Canst thou not, poor soul, believe this is now thy work of faith."

"Believe only," said our blessed Lord Jesus to Jairus. His daughter had been
desperately ill and was now dead. The evidence was overwhelming to the senses.
"She is dead," said his fellow men - "trouble not the Master." It was completely
hopeless as far as they were concerned. So may our feelings speak to us. But listen
to those glorious words of the Lord Jesus - "Do not be afraid - only believe." This
is not a matter of feeling, but of faith.

When Asaph came into the Tabernacle of God, as I said, his whole perspective
was fundamentally changed. His heart had been grieved - the Hebrew word
means soured, embittered, and vexed with turbulent emotion. He had been
pricked in his veins - the Hebrew words are very descriptive - "tom in my
kidneys" - all churned up in his inward parts with disturbing and violent feelings.
But now, in the sanctuary of God, the storm became a calm as faith took over from
feelings and he saw his real situation.

Now I do not ask you today what your feelings are, but where your faith is! You
can be tossed up and down with many tempestuous feelings - questions about this
and that - emotions which are disturbed and perhaps violent, but where is your
faith? Where do you go, and what do you do in such situations? Well, Asaph went
into the Sanctuary - the Tabernacle - the place of sacrifice and the shedding of
blood for the forgiveness of sins and peace with God. And we must come to the
God of our Lord Jesus Christ - the God who so loved the world that He gave His
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only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life. Never mind what our feelings may be, faith says, "I will go to Him
just as I am". And it is, by the grace of God, so simple. Charlotte Elliott puts it
beautifully in that beautiful hymn:

"Just as I am, though tossed about,
With many a conflict, many a doubt,
Fightings and fears within, without.
o Lamb of God, I come."

And when we come in that humble spirit of what I like to call "naked faith", our
whole perspective changes. Everything changes.

Asaph found, to his joy and, I believe, surprise, that I am continually with Thee!
The great and beautiful surprise that dawned in Asaph's consciousness was that it
was not God who said this. God did not say to Asaph, "I am continually with
thee". But in the blessedness of faith, Asaph realised with real joy that in spite of
all his tangled and tormented feelings he could truly say, "I am with Thee, my
God". Notice that word, "nevertheless", which means effectively, "In spite of all
my up and down feelings, my distracting cares and disturbed emotions, I am
continually with Thee! Thou hast holden me by my right hand!" Asaph was
continually with God, although he had not realised it. And we are reminded of the
lines of an old hymn -

"Standeth God within all shadows,
Keeping watch upon His own."

Asaph is saying in effect: "I did not realise it, Lord. I thought I was far away
from You - that I had strayed. But no! Despite all my distracted feelings of
distance, I see now that I am continually with You, whatever my feelings may say.
I am always in Your tender care and under Your divine protection, love and care."
And, notice, that it is in the singular - "I am with You, Lord" - not we are with
You. This is the case with all God's people, personally and individually. We are
never out of His sight, His love, His care, and His protection.

Further, Asaph exclaims in utter wonder and amazement, "Thou hast holden me
by my right hand"! Again Asaph cried out in rapture and surprise. And this word
"holden" means the direct action of God - not Asaph holding onto God, but God
holding onto Asaph. The word "holden" in the Hebrew means to seize, to hold fast
and never let go. It is not a clasp here and a touch there, but a permanent holding
hand to hand. And again, I emphasise that it is not Asaph holding onto God, but
God holding onto Asaph. Asaph had not realised that. He felt that he was helpless
- confused - did not know where he was going. Hence his cry of enraptured
surprise: ~'Thou hast holden me by my right hand"! And faith believes that a
gracious God does always hold the hand of His children.
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This is your portion, believing child of God. This is reality, whatever your
feelings may be. And why does He hold your hand like this? Because He is your
Father, in the Lord Jesus Christ. And O! The love and strength of your heavenly
Father's hand! He with divine power holds your hand in His to keep you from
falling and to keep you in His care. Well does the poet put it -

"Let me no more my comfort draw from my frail grasp of Thee,
But evermore perceive with awe Thy mighty grasp of me."

Just think for a moment of that hand which holds you, believer. It is the hand
which holds the stars in their courses. It is the hand which takes up the isles as a
very little thing and counts the nations as the small dust of the balance. It is totally
impossible for you to fall when upheld by such an almighty hand. There may be
little trips as far as your feet are concerned. But really to fall? Never! But there is
something more. We are told in Isaiah - "Behold, I have graven thee on the palms
of my hands". You may say with joyful certainty -

"My name from the palms of His hands eternity will not erase,
Impressed on His heart it remains in marks of indellible grace.
Yes! I to the end shall endure, as sure as the earnest is given.
More happy, but not more secure, the glorified spirits in heaven!"

Just think of it! Your name - personally - not written, but cut into the palms of
the holy Hand which upholds you. I say reverently that God Himself cannot
remove your name from the Hand which holds your hand in its grasp of infinite
love, for it is He who engraved it there. "Behold, I have graven thee on the palms
of my hands!" And Asaph came to see, and you may see, believer, that even in
your lowest state of being torn by conflicting emotions and despairing feelings, it
is still always true that "thou hast holden me by my right hand".

There is a parabolic picture which some of you may well have seen. It shows a
lady in a kind of vision seeing her footsteps over the sands of time. There were
two sets of footsteps at first, as she walked with the Lord. Then follows a period
when there was only one set. "Lord," she cried, "Why did You leave me at that
point?" "No, my child," was the reply. "That was when I picked you up and
carried you."

Finally, and briefly - "Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel and afterward
receive me to glory". Here Asaph's faith triumphs totally. It is an absolutely
spiritual and logical conclusion, not of feelings which come and go, but of God
given faith. "Lord," says Asaph in effect, "What You have done in the past, and
are doing in the present, is my sure persuasion of what You will do in the future
- "Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel and afterward receive me to glory". And
it all rests on the sure and unchanging grace of God, who cannot change.

'IHe who formed me in the womb, He shall guide me to the tomb.
All my times shall ever be ordered by His wise decree."



Oh! Dear believing friend, the past is taken care of, the present is in His hands,
and the future for you is bright with indescribable glory. Nothing can stop you
from getting there, for faith believes the Word of God rather than your changing
feelings. For everyone who, like dear Asaph, has gone into the sanctuary of the
Lord - and that for us today means coming in faith to the Lord Jesus and His
atoning blood, the future is as bright with glory as God Himself can make it. May
that realisation be our strength, and our sure and certain hope, until, made perfect
in His likeness we shall be with Him for ever.
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Take Up the Cross
PETER KING (Former Secretary of the Gospel Magazine)

NO other book has influenced the English language more than the Bible. Even in
our ungodly age some expressions, which are used in everyday life by unsuspect
ing people, came from the lips of those living in a different age and culture many
hundreds of years ago. "To escape by the skin of one's teeth" was spoken by Job,
and it was Moses who warned the Israelites "their sins would find them out".
These two examplt:;s retain their meaning even in modem English, but some have
become less poignant over the years. One such is "to bear one's cross". How
many people today, looking at someone difficult to get on with will say, "we all
have our cross to bear"? The phrase may originate from our Lord's exhortation to
his generation to "take up the cross and follow him". Today we refer to things we
have to endure, but Jesus speaks of a devotion to Him in a new life. What then is
it to "take up the cross"?

The cross was not designed primarily to be carried but to nail people to in a
cruel death. Although our Lord and others were compelled to carry their cross,
this was just an additional humiliation. The prime purpose of this savage piece of
human invention was to inflict as much pain on the victim as possible. To be
crucified in the time of our Lord showed complete rejection of the victim by
society. The apostle Paul picks this up when he speaks of Christ's death in that "he
became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross".

We notice firstly that the cross was a means of crucifixion. Our Lord Jesus
Christ endured the greatest suffering a man could bear, for he not only suffered
physically, but being perfect endured mental anguish beyond our understanding.
We only have to listen to his cry from that cross - "My God, my God, why hast
thou forsaken me?" - to realise his loneliness. In the letter to the Galatians, Paul
uses this momentous sacrifice to illustrate the Christian's response to the
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difficulties of life. He says: "I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not
I. but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the
faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me." What does he
mean, for he was not even at Calvary when Jesus died? Looking at the preceding
verses, Paul was talking about his life as a devout Jew, influenced and controlled
by the laws of Judaism. This was his whole life until he met the Lord Jesus on the
way to Damascus. So all believers are ruled by the law of sin until freed by the
sovereign grace of God to liberty in the Gospel. Listen to the apostle writing to
the Roman Christians in Chapter 8 verse 2: "For the law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death." No longer are we
controlled by our sinful nature, for Christ died and in effect we died to (in the
sense of being freed) to sin, and now live a new life in Christ, if we are Christians.
When Christ was crucified, I was crucified, and now Christ is in my heart and I
strive to serve Him every day.

We see from this argument the Christian is dead to sin, that is, not controlled
by sin, but free in a life devoted to praise and adoration of the Saviour.
Unbelievers know nothing of this freedom, because they are still influenced by
worldly passions. Someone may ask, "Isn't crucifixion a painful death?". Indeed
it is, and those who have come through conversion will know in some measure
the pain and anguish of conviction of sin. This is a painful experience and little
heard of today. To know oneself as a guilty sinner before a holy God is something
we never forget. Does not sin even now cause us distress and mental pain as we
fight the good fight of faith? Jesus told His followers they must take up the cross
(be crucified) every day in a whole life submission to their Lord. Some may sing
of being "happy all the day" but many will cry out in anguish of spirit, "why art
thou cast down, 0 my soul?".

The poor victim hanging on the cross sometimes took several days to die, and
the Christian will find his old life before conversion will often raise its ugly
head in lingering pain. We are never completely free from sin, and need to "die
daily", crucified with Christ over and over again. The cross, then, is firstly to be
taken by the believer to die to the power of sin, as we fight against principalities
and powers.

We now turn to the effect of taking up the cross. Jesus said that unless we take
up the cross and follow Him, we couldn't be His disciples. This teaches us it is
inevitable all disciples will endure hardship on the way to heaven. If we truly
follow Christ, "crucifixion" cannot be avoided. There is no other way to the
kingdom of Christ except the way the Saviour walked, persecuted by the people,
arrested and condemned by the world, then suffering the death of the cross. Our
great mercy is Christ took the sting out of this pathway, so we will only suffer in
a comparatively minor way. How then can we walk closely with the Lord in this
painful journey?

Self denial is not a physical action, which can be seen and measured by those
around us. It should produce external evidence, but primarily we need to



206 The Gospel Magazine

....~
-~

discipline our heart and mind. The result of internal restraint will be external
obedience. Deny yourself Christian, put the Lord first. When a worldly attraction
comes between you and the Saviour, however worthy it may be, you are denying
Christ not yourself! You may stand for the truth, or correct an error, but unless it

~. is done in the sincere desire to honour God, you will be denying Him and not
yourself. If Christ does not come before this world, you will serve your own pride
and personal ego, which denies Christ not yourself. This is a hard lesson to learn,
and I suggest very few learn it even over a long lifetime. We are so sinful, our
pride takes over and we convince ourselves we are standing for the truth, when
we are airing our own knowledge. How many are proud of their detailed
knowledge on a subject, forgetting they are nothing without God? As sinners we
are flawed in our arguments and would often be better employed at the Throne of
Grace than holding forth on some obscure doctrine or historical nicety which most
people neither understand nor will benefit from! Let us deny ourselves in our
position and standing in society, following Jesus who "humbled himself and made
himself of no reputation".

We have so far learned that to carry one's cross is to effectively die to this world
(crucified with Christ) and to deny ourselves.

One may ask whether there is any benefit to the Christian in carrying this cross?
There is, indeed, else why does our Lord tell us there is? The first benefit is that
by carrying the cross we show proof we are disciples of the Lord. Listen again to
the Lord's words: "And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not
worthy of me." A disciple is a willing learner. Many down the ages have claimed
to be Christians and the parable of the foolish and wise virgins is a clear picture
of this. They all appeared to follow the master, but at the crucial time some were
found to be false. The wise at the wedding were much in prayer waiting for the
master to come (they had their lamps filled with oil and ready for use) whereas
the unwise followers turned to worldly activity and were unaware of what was
happening (they were asleep when the wedding party arrived and had no oil). At
midnight they thought of borrowing from the wise, but faith is a personal matter.
We must take our cross every day, always alert to the danger around us, watching
for the Lord's guidance and direction, until one day He will either call us home or
come to meet us. The Christian life is wholly submissive to God, for having been
crucified with Christ we now live by faith (Galatians 2:20). This life-style will
separate from the world although, like Jesus, will must not be separated from the
world. He lived a normal life yet the people saw He was different. Do our
neighbours think we are odd or just different? We have no need to be strange to
those around us, just different, walking with Christ every day. Yes, that may mean
we are laughed at, even persecuted, but that is part of being crucified with Christ.
Remember they wagged their heads when He hung on the cross, telling Him to
come down!

What is the result of submission to crucifixion? Our Lord Jesus Christ secured
eternal life for His Church by submitting to His Father and giving His life a
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ransom for many. This was an act of incredible love, which we can only wonder
al. When we are crucified with Christ certain fruits come from our submission.

ne become followers ofJesus Christ. The Lord's own words in Matthew 10:38
clearly teach that this is the only way we truly walk with Him.

We will have close communion with Christ - "that I may know Him and the
power of His resurrection". The Lord could not have come back from the dead if
be had not submitted to death, and defeated it. Through Him we too, by putting
off the old life and dressing in the new, will be disciples.

Freedom from the law of works, which says "Do this and live", comes only by
dying to this world. Our salvation is certain because of the cross, and our
Christian freedom is sure as we are daily crucified with Him.

Justification follows, which means God declares us "not guilty" because our
Lord has suffered for us.

Pray to be kept from looking for honour among people, but rather that we
should honour God. In taking up the cross we put Christ first and ourselves bond
servants of Jesus Christ. He must increase and we must decrease.

We will walk closer to Christ when we walk farther away from the world.

_e_

"To the Jew First"
THOMAS W. ATWOOD (General Secretary, Hebrew Scriptures, USA)

IN this letter I would like to share with you the testimony of a Jewish doctor who
found the Messiah through reading and studying the Old and New Testaments.
(Luke 24:44). His name was Abraham Capadose. His conversion affirms, by
another wonderful testimony, the fruitfulness the New Testament and Isaiah 53
especially have in reaching the Jewish heart and life. In the following paragraphs
Dr. Capadose shares how he came to know and love the Lord Jesus Christ:

"From the age of nine I felt a need for prayer and, upon my request, obtained
from my parents a prayer-book, but a real spiritual understanding was lacking in
my soul. That little prayer-book ended with the words: 'Lord, I am waiting for
Thy Salvation,' and in later years He granted me that prayer of my childhood.

"In the synagogue nothing touched my heart and I stopped attending services.
Neither did my close Jewish friend Isaak da Costa and I feel at home in modem
Judaism. One day when visiting him he read to me a letter from a professor which
ended with the words: "Be a Christian, my friend; then my life will be complete."
These words aroused my anger. But from that day I began to study the Word of
God. This friend joined me in this, and from then on our conversation was almost
exclusively confined to some portion of the Holy Scriptures.
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"When· reading the New Testament I was particularly astonished to see the
importance Matthew attached to the Old Testament and how he demonstrated the
fulfilment of prophecy. I shall never forget the happy times he and I spent during
these blessed hours.

"It was Isaiah 53 that made the greatest impression upon me. One night as I was
reading in the Prophet Isaiah, upon arriving at the fifty-third chapter, I was so
much struck with what I read, and clearly perceived in it, line for line, what I had
read in the Gospel accounts about the sufferings of Christ, that I really thought I
had got another Bible instead of my own. I could not persuade myself that this
fifty-third chapter was to be found in the Old Testament.

"I had often read that chapter, but this time I read it in the light of God's Spirit.
Living rays of Divine light from the Spirit of God Himself entered my being and

. the dawn of a glorious day arose in my soul. Mter so reading this chapter I had
no doubts. How was it possible for an Israelite to doubt that Christ was the
promised Messiah? From that moment I recognized in Christ the promised
Messiah, and now our meditations on the Word of God assumed quite a new
character.

"The light shed more and more upon us, and gave unspeakable comfort. Happy
days, blessed by the consciousness of the Master's Presence! I can seldom peruse
the account of the two disciples going to Emmaus, without recalling those days
on which my friend and I used to meet and walk together. Like the disciples we
could say: "Did not our heart bum within us, while He talked with us by the way,
and while He opened to us the Scriptures?" (Luke 24:32).

"One day my attention was caught by the words in Isaiah 7:14, "Behold, a
virgin shall conceive, and bear a Son, and shall call His Name Immanuel."
Leaving the library, I met a learned Rabbi who was pointing to that same passage.
He said: "It is a pity that we cannot get the Christians away from it." I saw the
hand of God in this and felt deeply stirred. "And why," I asked, "should we not
admit the truth?" All this convinced me that the truth is to be found in the New
Testament. I came to realize in a deeper way the Love of Jesus seeking us.

"I saw that love had led the Saviour to seek me; I began also to feel my sins, or
rather, let me say, my total misery because of my sin. But this was absorbed in a
sense and knowledge of the Divine Love. I had experienced the Love of Christ; I
had found my life in Christ; He became the central point of all my affections and
of all my thoughts, the only Object capable of filling the immense void in my
heart. I found the Truth Himself."

Our afflictions are like weights, and have a tendency to bow us to the dust, but
there is a way of arranging weights by means of wheels and pulleys, so that they
will even lift us up. Grace, by its matchless art, has often turned the heaviest of
our trials into occasions of joy. (c. H. Spurgeon)
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23rd July 2002

Dear Mr. Mackley,

The Blasphemy Laws are at present framed to protect the Name of God Almighty. The only
reason the Lord Jesus Christ is covered is that His claim to Deity was accepted by the
Christian Church, and therefore by the people of this land. The basis is that God is perfect
and beyond criticism.

The proposed changes would include other religions, and thus the Prophet Mohammed,
who laid no claim to deity. Men are not beyond criticism. Thus a man, and with him other
men, are to be included with God, making any proposed new law a dangerous muzzle on
necessary and politely conducted discussion. It is also acontradiction in terms.

As Muslims believe their whole religion to be an expression of Allah, it will be used by them
to stifle any reasonable criticism of their religion, especially of the Shariah law, by which
women are given a very subservient place, hands and feet are cut off thieves, all life is
regulated, and religious war to conquer the world for Islam is made a sacred duty, amongst
other unacceptable matters.To a Muslim that is Divine Law and so beyond human criticism.

It also opens the way for any Christian who affirms the Gospels, that Jesus is the Son of God,
to be said to have blasphemed against the Qur'an of the Prophet of Islam, which specifically
denies this. This is the offence of kufr, loosely translated "blasphemy': Muslims are militant,
and of the 50 lands which do not grant religious freedom, it is noteworthy that 42 are
Muslim countries. This proposed law can and will be used to persecute Christians of
all nationalities.

Proof of these assertions would require a knowledge by the Select Committee members of
the Hebrew Old Testament and of the New Testament in Greek, as well as the vast literature
and history of Christianity. It would also need adetailed knowledge of Arabic, the Qu'ran, the
Traditions, Muslim Jurisprudence and the huge body of Muslim legal interpretations and
judgments, together with Muslim history. Also of the growing number of Christians under
Muslim rule.

The best is the enclosed booklet, Test Everything, Hold on to the Good, by a well respected
Christian, Iskander Jadeed, from the Lebanon, who was a major in the Arab Legion and a
trustworthy witness. I myself lived in Muslim lands for over 15 years, and was also Vicar of
two inner-city parishes, in Birmingham and Wolverhampton, the first having avery high ratio
of Muslims.

I would ask for my submission to be made available to the Hon. Members of the Select
Committee.

Yours respectfully,

Edward Malcolm

[A reply was received from Mr.!. W. Mackley, acknowledging receipt of the above letter.]

(INCLUDED BY DESIRE OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE)
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The Woman ofCanaan who
Talked with Jesus

from "Walks and Talks with Jesus"
D. A. DOUDNEY (former Editor of the Gospel Magazine)

"And, behold, a woman ofCanaan came out of the same coasts,
and cried unto him, saying, Have mercy on me, 0 Lord, thou Son ofDavid;

my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil. But he answered her not a word"
(Matthew 15:22,23)

VERY strange for Jesus, who says: "Come unto me, all ye that labour and are
heavy laden, and 1 will give you rest" (Matthew 11:28).

Such a contradiction! Enough to dishearten any poor sinner! Ab, stay a
moment, reader. Be not too hasty in coming to a conclusion. There is something
behind all this, depend upon it. Jesus is not dumb without a purpose, be assured.
His very silence is significant.

But His disciples do not understand His movements, it is clear, for they
"besought him, saying, Send her away; for she crieth after us".

She was in earnest, you see. Oh, reader, it is a good thing to be in earnest.
Earnestness, determination, fixedness of purpose in a good cause, is of vast
moment. That was a great - aye, and a good - saying of the patriarch, "I will not
let thee go, except thou bless me": it led to the wondrous fact that "He blessed him
there"! (Genesis 32:29).

"But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house
ofIsrael. "

Jesus speaks at last; but even then it does not seem that His disciples
understood Him; but, nevertheless, there was one who seized the opportunity 
who took advantage of the moment - to press her suit. And why this? Why was
she more urgent at this juncture than even the disciples of Jesus? Oh, it was
because she was in want! Trouble pressed hard upon her. This was the secret of
her mission, and this the ground of her so ardent appeal!

Reader, it is well to have an errand to Jesus, even though it be in the face of
some heavy trial or calamity - a something which we cannot manage, and,
therefore, are compelled to go to Him!

"Then came she and worshipped him, saying, Lord, help me. "
Was this worship? Yes, real worship - the very quintessence of worship! Three

short, but mighty, words: "LORD, HELP ME!"
Peter's "LORD, SAVE ME!" and this poor woman's "LORD, HELP ME!" and the

publican's "GOD, BE MERCIFUL TO ME, A SINNER!" and the dying thief's "LoRD,
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REMEMBER ME WHEN THou COMEST INTO THy KINGDOM!" were some of the
shortest, but the best, prayers ever uttered! They took Heaven by storm! They
brought Omnipotence to the aid of the suppliants! They fixed Almighty Jesus to
His word, "Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out!" (John 6:37). Each
of these cries was such that the Lord was obliged, for His name's sake and for His
oath's sake, to hear and heed! He couldn't say, Nay! It would have been unlike
Him! He could not deny Himself!

"But he answered and said, It is not meet to take the children's bread, and to
cast it to dogs. "

Oh, dear! did Jesus speak thus, and that, too, to a poor broken-hearted woman?
Was this like Him? Was this sympathy - this the tenderness of the High Priest that
can be "touched with the feeling of our infirmities" - this the mode of dealing of
Him, who "healeth the broken in heart and bindeth up their wounds"?

Reader, wait awhile! See if there be not something in the rear! Is it not a paving
the way for what is to come after? Does not this strange language imply some
strange act?

A dog! a poor woman a dog! The "despised Jesus" despising a Gentle dog!
Strange, very strange! Stay a minute, reader. Don't be too fast!

"And she said, Truth, Lord. "
Ah, reader, that's the way! - that's the true secret of approach to the throne of

grace! Admit the fact - acknowledge the sins - confess the guilt - declare the·
justice of the sentence; and, in the face of all, plead for mercy!

"Truth, Lord! truth! yet!" (oh, that blessed yet!) It is a sheet anchor to the soul!
It's the tear of godly sorrow! It's the plaintiveness of appeal! It's the grasping the
feet of the Judge! It's the sigh of anguish! It's the plea that won't take "no" for an
answer.

"Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters'
table. "

Ab, reader, was not this, in very deed, talking with Jesus? Aye, and to what
good purpose, too!

"Then Jesus answered and said unto her, 0 woman, great is thy faith: be it unto
thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter was made whole from that very hour."

Reader, be it thine to "go and do likewise" whatever thy grief; however intense
thine anguish; critical and complicated as may be thy case. Be it thine, by the
blessed Spirit's own power and prompting, to beseech and entreat and importune
the self-same Almighty One for help and deliverance!

Abide by that holy resolve, "I will not let Thee go, except Thou bless me"
(Genesis 32:26).

Wrestlers at the footstool of mercy are sure to be winners!
Who can conceive of what must have been the joy of that poor woman, "when

(as we read in Mark 7:30), she was come to her house, she found the devil gone
out, and her daughter laid upon the bed"? What a contrast! Instead of the riot, the
tumult, the defeat of every effort to subdue, to calm, to reconcile, which had so
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long marked the state of things in that hapless household, there is peace, quiet, as
it were a supernatural respose!

Instead of being the subject of terror and dismay, as she drew near home, lifting
tremblingly the latch, and stepping with bated breath over the threshold, fearing
lest her very appearance should give occasion to a fresh outburst of the Satanic
influence under which her daughter had so long been held; borne up and cheered
and comforted by her walk and talk with Jesus, she calmly and expectantly returns
to her home, there to behold the wonders He had wrought!

"Behold the throne of grace.
The promise calls me near;
There Jesus shows a smiling face,
And waits to answer prayer.

Beyond thine utmost wants,
His love and power can bless:
To those who seek His face He grants
More than they can express."

John Newton

--e--

Book Reviews
Editor's Note: We live, regretfully, in a day when most evangelicals have abandoned the Authorised
(King lames) Version of the Bible. Rather, therefore, than ceasing to review most books, we try to
warn readers by stating if the book uses another version of the Bible. The position of the Gospel
Magazine remains true to the AV as the best text and translation, in beautiful and formative English.
That we name another translation does not mean we endorse it.

The Guide - The Bible Book by Book. Roger Ellsworth. Evangelical Press. pp. 432,
paperback. £8.00. ISBN 0 85243 486 4.

This book surveys the whole Bible in 52 short chapters and each followed by questions for
discussion that serve well. The 52 studies would serve as a helpful upgrade to home Bible studies
that tend to be too subjective. It is good to have such a simple book that is nevertheless doctrinally
conservative and reformed. The book is also useful for private study and is linked to a website for
those wanting to ask further questions and read answers to other people's questions too.

Chapters are divided into introduction, purpose, structure, overview, major themes and "discuss
it". Most chapters on Old Testament books include an "Anticipation of Christ" section too. With 230
Old Testament pages and 175 New. The more dense New Testament teaching is emphasised relative
to its length but not unduly.

If you already read Bible commentaries perhaps this book is not aimed at you but all will
appreciate Ellworth's terse style as on Deuteronomy: "Obeying God is not always easy, but its yoke
is light compared to that of sin and judgement." On Romans we have: "Justification is the opposite
of condemnation," and comparing trials and temptations in James - "God sends trials to bring out
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the best in us; Satan sends temptations to bring out the worst in us." He is able to sum up tricky
points in concise ways, so on Paul and James, faith and works, Paul "insisted that genuine faith leads
to good works". Hebrews warnings "do not teach that a true child of God can lose his salvation.
They warn rather of the danger of professing faith without possessing it."

The NKJV is used, but not quoted too often, rather references are given. The simple style is not
trite and does not concede to pop culture, graphics and anecdotes. Do not throwaway your heavier
tomes, this book may yet inspire you to consult them. P.J.R.

The Free Offer ofthe Gospel. John Murray. The Banner ofTruth Trust. pp. 30, booklet.
£1.25.

The term "offer" in relation to the Gospel is misleading and unscriptural and has caused much
controversy in the past. This nicely-produced reprint is part of the late worthy US professor's
attempt to prove there are differences between the Lord's decretive will and His revealed will. We
are not convinced and cannot recommend it.

The divine command is that the Gospel is to be preached to every creature and the grand word
"whosoever" in John 3:16 is there while the earth remains and is a comfortable truth to the anxious
soul and reassuring to the people of God. The gracious invitations of Isaiah 55:1 and John 6:37 and
many others are full of comfort to believing souls as applied by the Holy Spirit but there is no profit
in seeking to be "wise above that which is written". It may be ingenious but is no food for the soul.
While delving into mysteries may be of interest to professors and students it is of little help to the
people of God and comes near to the solemn rebuke of Revelation 22: 18.

God's ways are higher than our ways and are past finding out. He has a family who must and will
be saved. He calls them His sheep and says they will never perish. He told religious leaders, "Ye
believe not because ye are not of my sheep" (John 10:26) and "No man can come unto me except
the Father which hath sent me draw him" (John 6:44). There are and ever will be mysteries in Holy'
Scripture so that "no flesh can glory in his presence".

It is a comfort to believing souls that the Lord cannot cha.nge. The words come to mind: "Jesus
Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever" (Hebrews 13:8). The same truth is conveyed in
the Old Testament: "I am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed"
(Malachi 3:6). Let us ever thankful be. D.C.R.

Puritans and Spiritual Life. Papers read at the 2001 Westminster Conference. pp. 118,
paperback. £4.95 including p&p (add 50p for overseas), obtainable from the Conference
Secretary, John Hams, 8 Back KnowI Road, Mirfield, West Yorkshire, WF14 9SA.

Six papers were read at the 2001 Westminster Conference. In the first, Preaching the Law ofGod 
Reformers and Puritans, Sinclair Ferguson gives "an overview of the structure and inner logic of
the reformed approach to the law of God". He first considers what the Reformers saw as the purpose
of the law, citing Luther and Calvin, then he looks at three areas of the Puritan treatment of the law
- their biblical theology, their understanding of its present status, and its use in their preaching and
pastoral ministry. In the second paper entitled John Owen and the Problem of Indwelling Sin, Will
Timmins sees Owen's work On Indwelling Sin as a "pastoral work of exhortation concerning the
power and the dangers of the remainders of indwelling sin in believers' lives". Owen's teaching is
built upon the foundational distinction between the dominion of sin in the life of the unregenerate,
and the presence and power of sin that remains in the life of the believer, and it leads on to the vital
prescription of mortification. Timmins draws out practical lessons which Owen would teach us - the
need for wisdom, for watchfulness and for warfare. Paul Oliver contributes the third paper, Richard
Sibbes and the Returning Backslider, in which he considers a series of sermons Sibbes preached on
Hosea 14. Oliver detects three forms of backsliding in Sibbes' writings: Personal, Ecclesiastical and
National. Sibbes defines backsliding as "an aggravation of sin", and having sought to impress upon
the backslider the gravity of his situation, urges him to repentance. The backslider must "come
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under the wing of Christ to be healed by His blood", and drawing close to God maintain daily
communion with Him. The fourth paper, Philip Doddridge and Theological Education, is a survey
by Robert Strivens of Doddridge's life and the Theological Academy which he established and ran
for 21 years in Northampton. Looking at the Life and Discipline of the Students, the Curriculum,
the Theological Studies and the Teaching Method used at the Academy, he assesses Doddridge's
own work as a tutor, and identifies both positive and negative features of his methods. He concludes
by raising a number of issues for the Church in the 21st century. In the penultimate paper, Richard
Greenham and the Counselling of Troubled Souls, Stanley Jebb looks at the life of Greenham and
his skills as a counsellor of troubled souls. The primary purpose of his counselling was to bring
people to an awareness of their sinfulness, following which he sought to evoke sorrow for sin and
to produce a desire for forgiveness. Jebb highlights the qualities of this humble man, giving
examples of his counsel. The Seraphic Samuel Pearce is the subject of the final paper given by
Robert Oliver. Born in 1766, he became minister of Cannon Street Baptist Church in Birmingham
in 1790, and was involved in establishing "The Particular Baptist Society for Propagating the
Gospel among the Heathen" under whose auspices William Carey went to India. Pearce would have
joined him, but held too important a position at home to be released. In much demand as a preacher
he died at the early age of 33.

Each paper is supported by copious references, demonstrating the depth of study and preparation
of each contributor, though the reference numbers in the first paper fall out of sequence from note
36 onwards, and the whole is attractively produced. A brief note about each of the contributors
would have been useful.

The Guide - Colossians and Philemon. Michael Bentley. Evangelical Press. pp. 208.
£.6.00. ISBN 0 85234 489 9.

The back cover explains the aim of The Guide, a new series launched by Evangelical Press.
"It gives sound instruction from the Word of God and also has an innovative feature in that it is
linked to its own website ... where questions may be posted, to be answered by a team of
experienced, dedicated men".

The author of Colossians and Philemon, Michael Bentley, who has written several Welwyn
Commentaries, highlights the main themes of these two books and gives practical application to the
reader. Colossians is covered in twenty chapters and Philemon in the remaining four. Each chapter
is divided up into four sections: What the Text Teaches (using the NIV), Summarize It, Practical
Tasks and Question Time which often cross-references to other parts of the Bible. Both books are
related to their historical context.

The Guide series is at a simpler level than the Welwyn Commentaries and will especially appeal
to computer-literate young people. Using this book for group Bible Study would prompt profitable
discussion. I gained much stimulation and challenge through reading this book as daily Bible
reading notes. S.K.E.

Works ofThomas Brooks (6 vols). Banner ofTruth Trust. pp. 470 per volume (approx.).
£14.95 per volume. ISBN 0 851513034.

C. H. Spurgeon produced a volume entitled Smooth Stones Taken From Ancient Brooks, in which he
gathered together some helpful quotations from the writings of one man, Thomas Brooks. It is a
treasure-house of wisdom and spirituality. The first volume of the collected Works, which has been
supplied for review, contains a Memoir of Brooks, and four treatises. The best-known of these is
"Precious Remedies Against Satan's Devices", which has been available as a "Puritan Paperback"
for some time. Brooks combines eminent practicality and an earnest pastoral concern with a deep
knowledge of the Scriptures and of the trials faced by believers. He is one of the easiest 17th century
writers to read, and is well worth taking up. The fourth volume contains fifty-eight sermons on
Hebrews 12:14! The sixth volume contains several indexes.
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Faith and Salvation. Thomas Halyburton. The James Begg Society. pp. 417. £12.99
including postage. ISBN 0 9539241 1 4.

Those already familiar with Halyburton through the first volume of his Works, Faith and
Justification, will be glad to obtain this next volume. Originally entitled The Great Concern of:
Salvation, it is a series of three sennons on that subject, which cover the chronology of salvation
from conviction to convincing and cure, and then on to the duties of a Christian with regard to
personal and family religion. There is an introductory sennon on the calling of a minister to a
congregation, which at first glance may appear out of place. However, since the purpose of the
ministry is the preaching of the Gospel, it should follow that those who call ministers desire to hear
the Gospel preached. Halyburton deals with the duties of both minister and hearers, in an
uncompromising and helpful way. It is vital reading for today. E..J.M.

Justification Vindicated. Robert Traill. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 77, paperback.
£3.75. ISBN 0 85151 8184.

We have reached a situation today in which most who call themselves evangelicals no longer
understand the biblical doctrine of justification by faith alone. And because free justification by faith
alone is the Gospel, this lack of understanding means that most who claim to be evangelicals no
longer preach the true Gospel.

This book, entitled Justification Vindicated, will help to correct this situation. Never must man's
own righteousness be put in the place of, or alongside the righteousness of Christ imputed to us by
God for our justification.

Robert Traill, a Scottish Presbyterian pastor and theologian, wrote this masterly defence of the
doctrine of justification by faith alone in 1692. But what he wrote so long ago is never out of date
and must always be avidly studied by every member of the Church of God if he and the Church are'
not to fall in this century.

As Traill says: "There can be no justification without a righteousness: no righteousness can
suffice but that which answers fully and perfectly the holy law of God; no such righteousness can
be perfonned but by a divine person; no benefit can accrue to a sinner by it unless it is in some way
his and applied to him; no application can be made of this but by faith in Jesus Christ" (page 67).

This is a very important little book of only 77 pages. Every Christian needs to read and study it,
digest its biblical message and spread this message far and wide. B.G.F.

Why I am a Christian. Kent Philpott. Evangelical Press. pp. 127. £0.00. ISBN 0 85234
0000.

This book has a page opening title to all Christians interested in witness. Kent Philpott, an American
pastor since 1966, attempts to answer some difficult questions as he explains his personal belief. The
issues raised include those that confront evangelicals in their daily face-to-face encounters.

The difficulty is assessing where this book will be sold; it may be suitable for individuals and
discussion groups new to Christian debate. We learn that Kent Philpott has a ministry which
includes the San Quentin prison and endeavours to be an explanation of his road to Christ, tackling
contentious issues along the way. However, not all of the chapters are clear in their conclusions. In
general it will appeal to those seeking a basic understanding of Christian doctrine and includes a
simple explanation of sanctification and salvation. It tries to cover the How and Why we become
Christians for those seeking answers.

The author regularly returns to the themes of the power, the grace and the everlasting love of God.
It is a short book (127 pp) and easy to read, utilising the Bible to support the author's text (the NIV
is used throughout). After a lengthy opening chapter which shares the book's title, the remaining
chapters comment on contemporary and classic questions with some personal history used to
expand on the author's views.
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There is a helpful explanation of Hell (chapter 8) and I liked the following in that chapter:
"Preachers of the whole counsel of God.... However unpleasant it is ... the truth must be
made clear."

I particularly enjoyed chapter 10 - "The Real Reason" - God chose me; and chapter 14 -"I don't
care anymore" - God never gives up on me.

It is an easy book to read and I feel it could be recommended to new Christians seeking a greater
understanding of the Christian faith. M.C.

The Mortification ofSin. John Owen. Christian Heritage Publishing. pp. 182. £NP. ISBN
1 85792 107 O.

This is a slight abridgement of the treatise of the same title, taken from Volume 6 of Owen's
Collected Works. The treatise has been laid out a little more clearly than in the Banner edition, and
has been divided into fourteen untitled chapters. Dr. J. I.Packer has written an Introduction, and he
is well-qualified to do so as a student of the Puritans, and of Owen in particular. There appears to
be a font problem with the italic face used in the text, whereby there is no word spacing.

The subject dealt with ought to be of pressing concern to every believer, and Owen shows from
his text, Romans 8:13, that life in the Spirit is conditional upon the mortification of sin. Far from
encouraging the "moral reformation" that seems to be the aim of some modern preaching, he
demonstrates the impossibility of our doing this, for it is "through the Spirit" that this occurs. As
ever, Owen is thorough in his treatment, and all will benefit from reading this work. EJ.M.

Opening up Ephesians. Peter JetTery. Evangelical Press. pp. 127. £0.00. ISBN 0 85234 000 O.

Who could not endorse a book that sets out to "Open up Ephesians"? This is not a line-by-Iine
commentary but a very worthwhile companion as we seek to gain a greater understanding of this
epistle. It is expected to be part of a series of "Opening up" books which will cover the New
Testament and is aimed at young people. It will assist young Bible groups and is set out in a very
clear manner which will provoke questions and discussion.

The introduction to the series makes reference to that very appropriate passage for St. Luke 24,
the walk to Emmaus (the sermon preached at my wedding so I am afraid this cannot be an unbiased
review!).

The style of Peter Jeffery is logical and coherent throughout. There is a good, concise summary
of the Epistle, an introduction which will assist in how to get the most out of the book, including an
instruction to read the epistle completely first and then chapter by chapter analysis of the epistle.
Each section is presented with suggested "questions to think about" and thoughtful ideas for
developing the reader's understanding. There is also a helpful summary of additional reading at the
end of the book.

It is a challenging book which will require time and commitment to fully appreciate. I would
recommend it to young Christians either as individuals or in groups. The NIV is used throughout.

M.C.




