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Editorial
"The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want" (Psalm 23:1)

Old Series
No. 2645

IT is the duty of Christians to encourage themselves in the Lord their God, and
we are here directed to take that encouragement both from the fact that He is our
Shepherd, and from the expectation we have of His goodness.

An old Christian was once asked by a young one if he had met many troubles
in life? He replied, "Yes - and most of them never happened". We have a
Shepherd who has kept us in what we most feared in life, or provided a way of
escape so we were able to bear it.

Like David, we know by being shepherds ourselves, although in a lesser way,
the cares and tenderness of a Good Shepherd. That is why many believers are
seriously concerned at the way this land is going. The evils ahead do not seem
likely to affect us, but seem certain to come upon our children and children's
children. It is being said by sensible people that the likelihood is that this land will
turn Muslim in another fifty years. Well, the Lord, the Shepherd, can be trusted.
Our care is to make sure the little ones trust the Good Shepherd.

If the Lord is the One who feeds me, I can be sure that I shall never want for
anything that is really good for me. And what is true of me now will be true for
the next generation "until He come". Let us not fear, but look up as these things
come to pass. For the truth implied more than expressed in the words, "I shall not
want", is that we shall be supplied with everything we need. We may conclude the
rest is either not fit for us or not good for us, or we will have it in due time. And
the same will hold good as long as earth shall last.

The Trustees thank those readers who have expressed their appreciation of But
God . .. John Foxe and his work. Some have said how good it is to see this in
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print, as many households today are without any knowledge of the things in this
book. Please make the Gospel Magazine known to your friends, and consider
giving a gift subscription this Christmas and New Year. It is still only £5.50 a year.

--e--

The Year of the Redeemed
A SERMON BY THE EDITOR

"The year of my redeemed is come" (Isaiah 63:4)

THERE will be a year of redemption for those who suffer in the cause of Christ.
God will avenge His own, and He will not contend forever, nor shall the rod of
the wicked always rest upon the lot of the righteous, although it may rest there a
long time.

The reason why we may be certain this is so
A mysterious figure comes from Edom, the land of Esau, Jacob's brother, cousins
who had behaved badly to Israel without provocation, joining their enemies and
gloating over Jerusalem's misfortunes. Edom was land of ancient enmity to God's
people, though bordering on Israel. We Christians have such enemies in home,
community and amongst our fellow-humans, against whom we have done
nothing, except to tell them of the love of God, of the need to repent and to make
peace through the blood of the cross.

It is as though the prophet sees One red in thine apparel, in garments the colour
of blood. He comes in a bloody triumph from Edom's chief city, Bosra. The
prophet asks who He is, and receives a mysterious self-identification. We, like the
watchmen on the walls in Isaiah's day, do not understand "Who is this?". The
answer of the New Testament is, the crucified Messiah.

We, like those watchmen, are looking for our coming King, and for the Lord to
make bare the arm of His salvation. But what we actually see in our newspapers
and on TV is bloodshed in earth on an unprecedented scale. Our Redeemer has
blood on His garments. There is a play on the words edom and adom or
"reddened". Earth has shed the blood of the saints like water, and is being repaid
with blood, as Revelation 16:6: "For they have shed the blood of saints and
prophets, and thou hast given them blood to drink; for they are worthy."

The city Bosra means "vintage", where there is a winepress which stains
crimson or "sharp", meaning garments stained with a vivid colouring, as seen afar
by the watchmen in their tower. They cannot distinguish clearly, getting only a
distant impression of One literally "outstanding in His clothing", splendid,
striding forward energetically. He is no weakling, but very strong. He identifies
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Himself as as speaking, reminding us of the One in Revelation 19:13, "whose
name is called the Word of God". This Word has two purposes, to avenge and to
save. He has integrity, righteousness, and His purpose is not first vengeance, but
mighty to save.

We ask with the watchmen, How do you explain this redness on Your
garments? Have You been in the winepress? We see that red is a stain, not the true
colour of His garments. In John 12:27 our Lord explains that His true mission is
not vengeance, but salvation: "For I came not to judge the world, but to save
the world."

The rest of the explanation stresses solitariness. "I have trodden the winepress
alone, and of the people there was none with me." The work of God's salvation
is bound up with His vengeance. He is treading the winepress alone, as He did
on the cross, in the intense heat of "anger" and "fury". The stress is on anger
personally felt. The word "their blood" is only found here and is usually
understood of "spurting blood", spattering and staining His clothing. This is
pollution, exposure to defilement. Our Lord took the sins of men upon Himself on
the cross, but they did not defile Him. He remains even now the spotless One, for
He says in verse 1, "I that speak in righteousness".

Thus the reason we believe there will be a year of redemption for God's people,
is that we can trust this One who comes from treading the winepress.

The description of the year of the redeemed

First, Isaiah 34:8 says: "For it is the day of the Lord's vengeance, and the year of
recompences for the controversy of Zion." God has a controversy with this world
on many counts:

For the cause of His Church on earth, trodden under foot and abused by
enemies. I remember hearing a member of the crew of the Doulos, speak of going
ashore and joining in worship in a persecuted little church, and how oppressed
and dispirited they were, and in need of uplift. God may bear long with earth, but
the year of His redeemed is coming.

For the songs of Zion which their enemies have profaned by their insolence and
contempt of God's people and their religion - "for they that carried us away
captive required of us a song" (Psalm 137:3).

For the powers of the King of Zion, which His enemies have usurped. The
offices of the Lord Jesus, our Prophet, Priest and King, have been invaded by
corrupt religion. Shall not God support the crown of His exalted Redeemer
against these pretenders? Mohammed claims to be God's prophet; the Roman
priesthood claims His priestly office by their pretended power to sacrifice Christ
on their altars in the blasphemy of the Mass; and both Pope, and Mohammed, and
Secularism, oust Christ as King and lay claim to His power over the nations. Shall
not God avenge his own elect Saviour?

For the pleasant things of the palaces of Zion which have been laid waste. God
has an account of the tens of thousands of Churches wiped out by advancing
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Islam; of all that Hitler, Communism, and all false religion have done to His
people. He knows the daily insults and opprobrium heaped on His name. Every
where it is the chief care of our enemies to spoil our beautiful things, to lift up
their axes and hammers upon our carved work, to bum all that we have laboured
to build up over centuries. What are they doing to the family, named after God
Himself? To the relations of men and women, a matter of tender beauty and
delicacy? To the fruit of the womb, altering at will that which God calls His own?
What are they doing to the medical works we Christians established? To the
education we Christians founded? Proud, secular man is making them instruments
of godlessness. The list is endless: His wonderful and perfect Word scoffed at, His
laws held in contempt, His majesty dragged daily in the dirt with their obscenities
and vain use of that peerless Name. It stands above all names, but they place over
it Mohammed, or unbelieving Science, and drag it down to the level of all the
gods of earth in "interfaith", teaching it in our schools to the little ones. They
place money and pleasure above the sanctity of human life, made in the image of
God. They despise the riches of His goodness and forbearance and longsuffering,
preferring endless and mindless violence, war, oppression and bloodshed. "Shall
not my soul be avenged upon such a nation as this?" (Jeremiah 5:9).

Second, from the plagues and failures which oppress God's already redeemed
people. It is release from oppressed consciences. We have the blessing of a
conscience justified by faith in Christ's blood from all our past sins. So life is
one long jubilee year of redemption for the Christian as he realises more and
more the full redemption from sin. "Cleanse me from its guilt and power," is his
song and prayer. Sin was defeated at the cross, and is daily wrestled with and
thrown out of the heart. "0 my soul thou hast trodden down strength." This is a
most glorious deliverance.

Release for oppressed Christians. No more shall the Christians be the rubbish
collectors of Cairo, have their churches pulled down and be falsely imprisoned
and killed. No longer shall Christian girls in Pakistan be raped and have to
produce four Christian women witnesses of the actual event to counter the denials
of the Muslim man, for a woman's worth in Islam is half that of a man, and a
"dhimmia" or oppressed minority Christian woman, half that again before the
judge. No more will a man who turns to Christ from Islam in our land, have to
join the other thousand or so now in hiding. No longer will our oppressors the
world over trample us under their feet. The year of the Lord's release is coming
to the captives in the waterless pit.

Third, it will be the year of revival of the most perfect Church. The glory of this
latter house shall be greater than the former. We shall see God's living stones built
up into the most glorious and resplendent temple of the living God, where He will
dwell with the Church, made free of every blemish, the perfection of beauty, the
Bride of the Lamb. What a wedding day that will be!

The earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover
the sea. The kingdoms of this world will become the kingdoms of our Lord, and
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of His Christ. Sin shall be suppressed, corruption and error driven into outer
darkness. Every plant that is not of my heavenly Father's planting shall be rooted
up, godlessness, the bottom cause of all our troubles, with the isms and sects, and
all that maketh a lie. Iniquity shall stop her mouth.

God's people will be one, divisions healed, and the bond of peace prevail.
All shall love one another, even though they cannot agree with each other on
every point.

Nature shall be restored to Eden's perfection. The lion shall lie down with the
lamb, and all the lost species, the disappeared rain forests, the greedily exploited
lands and waters, resources, and beasts of earth, shall live again. There will be a
restitution of all things.

There will be an outpouring of God's Holy Spirit from on high, so that perfect
peace, justice and truth shall prevail. Every knee shall bow, every tongue confess,
that Jesus Christ is Lord.

The duty of the Christian in preparing for the year of the redeemed
He must hope, and that against all expectation. The world is dancing on the coffin
of God, and drinking themselves drunk in a premature triumph. But these very
things coming to pass cause us to lift up our heads, for Christ foretold them
exactly as they are in Matthew 24, Mark 13 and Luke 2l.

Iniquity abounds and the love of many grows cold. The measure of iniquity is
increasing, exactly as our Lord told us. We contend with ever more cruel and
treacherous powers, but they are ripening for the great wine-press of the wrath of
God, says Revelation 14:19. Evil men and seducers wax worse and worse. All
around us we see distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves
roaring; truth fallen in the street; people who are lovers of pleasure more than
lovers of God.

The calling of the Gentiles is taking place as the Bible is translated into many
more languages than ever before on earth, as missionary work grows in the hands
of churches from Korea, India, Africa, and South America who pour out workers
into the vineyard.

There are indications that the fulness of Israel is coming in, the great apostasy
and the tribulation are often spoken of by Christians as taking place, and all
seems set, whether now or in God's timing a thousand years off, for the revelation
of Antichrist.

In Conclusion
Let us be like Daniel when he understood by books that the seventy years'
desolations of Jerusalem were expiring and set his face to seek the Lord with
supplications and prayer and fastings.

Let us so live that we live in entire obedience and holiness and love. When we
expect God to do wonders amongst us, let us sanctify ourselves.
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Let us patiently wait God's perfect timing, not forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together meanwhile, as the manner of some is.

Let us give all diligence to make our calling and election sure, so we may say
like Simeon in the Temple in Jerusalem, "Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart
in peace, according to thy word: For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which
thou hast prepared before the face of all people; a light to lighten the Gentiles, and
the glory of thy people Israel."

--e--

For Younger Readers
C. MACKENZIE

COMBINE HARVESTER

RECENTLY we visited a farm with some children. What excitement when they
were allowed to sit up in the cab of the combine harvester - a huge complicated
machine that cuts the stalk, shakes out the grain and dispenses the straw. It is a
wonderful sight to watch the huge machine cutting through the field of wheat or
barley. How pleased the farmer is to gather in the crop safely.

Harvest-time is a fulfilment of one of God's promises. After the flood God
promised Noah (and us), "while the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and
cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease"
(Genesis 8:22).

The changing seasons, including harvest-time, are a gift from God - the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. In speaking of Christ, Paul tells us that "by him were
all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth" (Colossians I: 16).

God did not merely create the world and leave it to its own devices. He upholds
every part of His creation. "By him all things consist" (Colossians 1: 17).

When God speaks to Job (Job 38), he lays before him His power as Creator and
Sustainer of life. Stars, sea, clouds, snow, hail, rain, and lightning are all under
God's control. Man is completely powerless.

The Lord God omniscient knows our every need, and in His power provides
for us. In this modem day we sometimes think that our daily food comes from
the supermarket, bought with our money. But it is important to remember that our
food and all our physical needs are provided by our great God.

s/ The God who promisel seedtime and harvest "shall supply all your need
according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus" (Philippians 4: 19).

Jesus tells us not to worry about our life - about what we will eat or drink or
wear (Matthew 6:25). God feeds the birds of the air and He will also feed us.

Jesus provides for our physical needs but also our spiritual needs. He alone can
truly satisfy the hungry soul. He is the bread of life which we need more tha our
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Wylie W. Fulton

daily food. Nothing less than Christ will satisfy and once we find Him nothing
more could be desired.

BIBLE SEARCH

Find the missing words. If your answers are correct the initial letters will spell out
something from the story.

1. While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and _
and summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease (Genesis 8:22).

2. Let us now fear the Lord our God.... He reserveth unto us the _
weeks of the harvest (Jeremiah 5:24).

3. And when ye reap the harvest of your land, thou shalt not wholly _
the corners of thy field, neither shalt thou gather the gleanings of thy harvest
(Leviticus 19:9).

4. Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the
_____, the labour of the olive shall fail and the fields shall yield no meat.
... Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation
(Habakkuk 3:17-18).

5. Thou shalt keep the feast of harvest. the first fruits of thy labours ... and the
feast of ingathering which is in the of the year, when thou hast
gathered in thy labours out of the field (Exodus 23: 15-16).

6. He that gathereth in is a wise son: but he that sleepeth in harvest
is a son that causeth shame (Proverbs 10:5).

7. Gather ye together first the and bind them in bundles to burn
them: but gather the wheat into my barn (Matthew 13:30).

Not a person in my town or your town, in our state or in this nation - not a single
person - values the Lord Jesus Christ as precious, except a quickened and
believing elect child of God. It is folly to think that you can teach an unrenewed
sinner to love the Lord's Christ. But, be sure of this: If any sinner does not
love Him, at His coming that man or woman will most surely be accursed
(1 Corinthians 16:22), let his religious profession be what it may. And please
remember that love for the Person and Work of Christ does not automatically
come with profession and church membership. Seek a personal acquaintance with
the Lord!
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The Knot - and What is Not!
An examination of the essential differences between

Marriage and Cohabitation

Part 11

P MURCOn, LL.B. (Douglas, Isle of Man)

[The editor regrets that by oversight this article was not continued from the
September-October 2004 edition of the Gospel Magazine - and thanks the reader
who has asked for its continuation. Mr. Peter Murcott has kindly updated the
article to include references to the Civil Partnership Act 2004.J

3. WHAT IS "MARRIAGE"?

We now turn to the way in which the law of England and Wales on marriage has
developed over the centuries, comparing it with Scripture. To examine the civil
law is entirely appropriate, since it is a Christian's duty to obey the laws of the
state, save for where man-made laws are contrary the Law of God. This is the
clear teaching of the Apostle Paul in Romans 13, verses 1 to 3, and is supported
by 1 Peter 2, verse 13. "Submit yourselves to every ordinance for the Lord's sake"
is qualified only by the exceptional circumstances of Acts 4 verse 19, where Peter
and John declared: "Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you
more than God, judge ye." An historical example of such circumstances in

, England were the oppressive laws of the 1660s (long since repealed) that forbade
preaching by dissenters.19

State rights - Christian duties
It is, therefore, not only quite in order for the state to regulate the procedure
whereby marriage is created, but also it dishonours the Gospel to play down, let
alone to disobey, such laws, which exist for the public good. Those who deride
these procedures, or who casually or approvingly speak of the "common law"
parties (usually more out of ignorance than design), would do well to acquaint
themselves with the abuses and the exploitation, especially of women, that
prevailed when clandestine marriages were commonplace. Do they really want to
return to those days? Thus, as we examine this subject, we would observe that
there are certain legal provisions, concerning the mutual exchange of promises
between the bride and bridegroom, which entirely accord with the biblical
concept of the creation of a covenant relationship; and there are various legal
formalities, to establish proof of the marriage's existence. Although these latter
rules are not specifically laid down in Scripture, some of them originating only in
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the nineteenth century, they are certainly in line with the strong inference in
Scripture of publicity for the marriage ceremony.20

The procedural requirements of marriage are well known. They deal, of course,
with various matters, such as the times and places where weddings may be
conducted, certain licensing provisions, the need for the presence of witnesses,
and the completion of the marriage certificate. The main body of the relevant law
is still to be found in the Marriage Act 1949; though it has been amended in recent
years, to enable couples to marry in "approved premises"21 - being places other
than churches or registry offices. All these matters fall within the state's
competence to regulate; as is its right to determine the minimum age for
marriage.22

A Christian definition
No more will be said about the legal niceties of these rules, since further
information on them can be found in any standard family law text book. The
principal concern is to consider how marriage is to be defined, and what
distinguishes it from cohabitation. The legal definition of marriage is to be found
in Hyde v Hyde & Woodmansee (1866): "The voluntary union for life of one man
and one woman to the exclusion of all others." Moreover, it is worth adding
that the judge, Lord Penzance, considered this to be the Christian definition
of marriage.

Let us analyse his words. "Voluntary" emphasises that there must be mutual
consent, and that the consent must be genuine. This is entirely in line with
Scripture. For example, when Abraham sent his servant to find a wife for Isaac,
even though Bethuel and Laban agreed that Rebecca should become Isaac's wife,
her consent was sought and obtained. Therefore, there can be no valid marriage
where it is entered into through compulsion.23

"The ... union for life" emphasises that, at the time it is made, there is a mutual
intention that it should last for the parties' lifetime.24 This accords entirely with
the teaching of Scripture, as does the requirement that it must be between one man
and one woman.25 The final part "to the exclusion of all others" emphasises
monogamy, as well as the fact that the parties must respectively be single.26

In 1811, another judge, Sir William Scott added this: "In civil society
[marriage] becomes a civil contract, regulated and prescribed by law and
endowed with civil consequences. In most civilised countries ... it has had the
sanctions of religion superadded. It then becomes a religious, as well as a natural,
and civil contract. ... Heaven itself is made a party to the contract, and the
consent of the individuals, pledged to each other, is ratified and consecrated by a
vow to God [italics added].27

Marriage, then, is in essence a covenant (or contractual relationship), entered
into by the respective parties by way of mutually exchanged public vows. It
stands to sense, therefore, that the minimum requirements must be that each party
knOW$ of and agrees to the marriage. Thus it was held by a court that, where one
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of the parties thought that the ceremony, conducted in a foreign language, was that
of her conversion to another faith, no marriage had taken place. These points are
so elementary and self-evident as to require no further explanation or comment.

Marriage at Common Law

Another thorny issue remains: what exactly was "the common law" marriage?
Was it identical to the cohabitation arrangements of the 21st century? If so,
historically could the parties separate at will? In other words, were "common law"
marriages in effect a private matter, whereby the parties were more or less able to
please themselves as to its terms and conditions, including its duration?

In order to consider these points, it is necessary briefly to turn to history. Up
until the break with Rome in King Henry VIII's reign (1509-1547), marriage was
governed by Roman Catholic canon law. Basically, it could be entered into in two
ways. The first was by a public celebration; the second was privately (or
"clandestinely") in the presence of a priest, who acted as a witness to the parties'
exchange of vows. In the latter case, banns were not required. Such marriages
were condemned in 1200 by the 11 th Canon of the Synod of Westminster; but the
Roman Catholic Church did not regard clandestine marriages as being void.29

The Council of Trent
In 1567 the Council of Trent took the matter in hand. Its ruling was that although
clandestine (or secret) marriages contracted in the past were to be regarded as
valid, provided that they had not been rendered void by the Church for some other
reason, in the future all marriages had to be entered into before the parish priest
in the presence of at least two witnesses. However, since Britain had formally
broken with Rome by this time, the decision had no bearing upon English law;
and so the common law rules prevailed.

Basically the situation under the common law was as follows: although the
Anglican Church strongly disapproved of marriages without banns or a special
licence from the Archbishop of Canterbury, and although the clergy could be
disciplined under certain Canons of the Convocation of Canterbury 1603 for
officiating at such ceremonies, clandestine marriages were recognised by the
common law. The key issues were these:

• the respective parties must be male and female and of the age for contracting
a marriage;3l

• they must both be single;
• each party must know of and agree to the marriage; and
• they must not fall within the prohibited degrees for marriage.

A major turning point occurred with the passing of the Clandestine Marriages
Act 1753, which put the solemnization of marriage upon a statutory footing. Even
then, it was not until 1836 that certification was required.
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Clandestine marriages clarified

Two further points should be noted. The first is that, although the informal and
hasty nature of clandestine marriages meant that abuses could occur, especially
where wealthy women were concerned, they were none the less valid. There were
no "escape clauses" of the modem cohabitation arrangements, whereby either
party simply walks out of the relationship at will. Secondly, Parliament did not
intervene earlier, because law reform was rarely part of the Parliamentary
programme. Indeed, Lord Hardwicke's Act of 1753 was by no means popular.

Therefore, the expression "common law" marriage did not mean that mere
cohabitants were regarded as married. A simple historical test will suffice: certain
parish records, that this writer has examined, of baptisms, marriages and funerals
prior to 1753, draw a sharp distinction between those children who were born
in wedlock, and those who were not. If, historically, mere cohabitants were
"common law" spouses, it becomes inexplicable, let alone unjust, why certain
children should have been expressly identified as illegitimate, with all the
attendant legal consequences - a stigma that pursued them to the grave. 33

Thus, prior to 1753, the common law governed the way in which a valid
marriage was contracted; but it did not impose the status of marriage upon
cohabitants simply because they were living together. To do so would have been
completely contrary to broader common law principles. Furthermore, since 1753,
all marriage ceremonies have been required to comply with various statutory
requirements. Therefore there is now no such thing in England and Wales, even
in the pre-1753 sense, as a "common law" marriage.34

Notes
19. The most notorious of these laws was the Conventicle Act 1664. An earlier statute, the Act of Uniformity,
had ejected from their pulpits all Ministers who refused to assent to everything in the Book of Common Prayer
and to take canonical obedience - that is, obedience to the doctrines of the Church of England. To preach or to
conduct a service, other than in an Anglican Church, was an offence against the state. The Conventicle Act took
the law further, by making it a criminal offence to attend any assembly, conventicle or meeting, other than that
allowed by the liturgy or practice of the Church of England. It was also an offence for anyone to allow such a
meeting in his barn, yard, woods or grounds. It is said that troops broke up meetings, whole families emigrated,
jails were filled, and informers multiplied.

20. John 2:1-11; John 3:29; Matthew 25:10.

21. See: The Marriage Act 1994. The first Registration Act was introduced in 1836 (Chapter 36).

22. Set at the age of sixteen by the Age of Marriage Act 1929.

23: See Genesis 24:57-58. Isaac's consent is strongly implied in Genesis 24:67. The most famous case of a
forced marriage is that of Lee v Lee [1928] LRl I P & D 130, 133. The wedding took place in circumstances
where the bride was expecting the bridegroom's baby. Her father literally threatened the bridegroom with a
shotgun, to compel him to go through with the ceremony. As the judge later commented, on setting the marriage
aside on the grounds of nullity, if there had not been a marriage, there would have been a funeral. This case may
well be the origin of the phrase "shotgun wedding".

24. Matthew 19:6; Mark 10:9.

25. Genesis 2:24; Matthew 19:4-5; Mark 10:6-8.

26 1 Timothy 3:2 and 12; Titus 1:6.

27. Dalrymple v Dalrymple [1811] 2 Hag Con 54 at 61-63 See page 109, Words & Phases Legally Defined
E-Q, edjted by John Saunders, published by Butterworths 1989.
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28. Mehta v Mehta [1945] 2 All ER 690.

29. The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church, page 29~edited by F. L. Cross, 1971, published by OUP.

30. Jowiu's Dictionary of English Law [Second Edition], by John Burke, Volume 2 L-Z, page 1150.

31. Surprisingly the rules did not change until 1929: at common law the age of marriage for girls was 12, and
14 for boys.

32. One reason for the continuing popularity of Clandestine Marriages was that they were cheaper than those in
accordance with the strict requirements of the Church of England. The most notorious examples of them were
the so-called "Fleet Marriages", conducted by people who were, or who pretended to be, Anglican clergymen,
living in or about the Fleet prison. Many thousands took place between 1674 and 1854, especially after the
taxation statutes of 1694-1696. [See Jowiu's Dictionary of English Law, op. cit.]

33. The parish records of deaths also mention the status of the deceased.

34. Rignell (Inspector of Taxes) v Andrews [1990] STC 410 discussed at 302. All ER Rev 1990.

To BE CONTINUED

--e--

Heaven
B. GARRARD (Basingstoke)

"Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fullness ofjoy; at thy
right hand there are pleasures for evermore" (Psalm 16:11)

THE subject of heaven should be of interest to all true believers, especially as it
will be our eternal home and is the place where our Saviour resides even now.
If we decided to emigrate we would spend a great deal of time reading about our
intended destination and learning all that is possible about our future home.
We would want to prepare ourselves for the move and always be in a state of
readiness. If we do this for a place that is temporal and passing, how much more
should we instruct ourselves about heaven!

What is heaven?

It is God's dwelling place and where His perfections and glory are fully
manifested. In addition, it is the residence of the righteous angels and the final
home of believers. More than anything, it is our true home and where our eternal
inheritance is lodged and kept secure.

Where is heaven?

11 Contrary to the opinions of many, heaven is not a state but a definite place and, as
; \ we have said, it is the habitation of the Godhead and where we shall go at death

by God's grace. Heaven is also outside this human sphere, for when He ascended
to the Father, the Lord left this world. Also, Psalm 102: 19 says the Lord "looked
down from the height of his sanctuary; from heaven did the Lord behold the
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14:2) described, incidentally, as "My

earth". This tells us that heaven is away, above and beyond us. Apart from this,
we know very little about the location of heaven. We rest content that Christ is
there and that we shall ~~_ with H~1?_~her~~~_h_e.~~;

What will heaven be like?

• Somewhere with ample room (John
Father's house".

• We shall obviously live there and be in comfort (John 14:2,3; 2 Corinthians
5:1, 2 and Revelation 3:12 and 21). It must surely follow that it will be
homely and attractive to us.

• An abode of great beauty and splendour. We deduce this from the belief that
God is a Being of exceptional beauty and splendour Himself. Consider the
loveliness of what He has made and the magnificence of His creation. Would
His heaven be any less beautiful? Would He dwell in drab surroundings and
give His children a dull, gloomy and plain home in which to live? His
creatures have made themselves attractive places upon the earth. Where did
such an inclination come from if it was not God-given? Therefore, the Lord
of Glory has an abode which is breathtaking to behold and is far beyond
anything that we can conceive of in this life. The vision of the ascended
Christ in Revelation 1: 12-17 may help us in this regard. Although highly
symbolic, the passage tells us that the heavenly glory of Jesus will overcome
us by its beauty and majesty. Consequently, the place in which He sits
enthroned will be glorious also. This same conclusion can be drawn from the
glory that will be given the Church. See Ephesians 5:25-27; 1 Peter 1:4, 7;
2 Peter 3:13 and Revelation 4; 19:6-9; 21-22.

• God in His wisdom wisely spares us a detailed physical description of
heaven. The reason? So that we do not concentrate upon the material at the
expense of spiritual realities. The Lord Himself ought to fill our gaze and take
up our attention even in this life. Even so, there is sufficient in Scripture to
suggest that heaven will be extremely attractive to our eyes and senses and
will mirror the beauty and splendour of God Himself.

The nature ofheaven
1. It will be perfectly holy. The same applies to all who dwell there, for the

presence of sin will be unheard of. Scripture is full of passages which
highlight this truth. Examples are: Revelation 21: 8,27; 22:14,15; Matthew
13:36-52 and Psalm 1.

2. The ravages and effects of sin will not be found in heaven (see Revelation
21:4,5 and 22:1-3 and 17).

3. Our heavenly home will be a place of rest from sin, worldly care, strife and
labour (Revelation 6:11; 14:13 and Isaiah 57:1-2). Not that there will be

..indolence there. We shall be worshipping and serving God but not with the
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drudgery of earth. The responsibilities that we shall have in heaven will be
joyful ones and lack the sorrows of earth.

, 4. Philippians 1:21-23 and 2 Corinthians 5: 1-8 describe heaven as being a
better place and a better state than here.

5. Angels and the redeemed shall be our companions in heaven.

6. Our experience of heaven will be a real and conscious one even while we
wait to receive back our resurrected bodies. That means there will be no
such thing as "soul-sleer:!". The Lord's promise to the dying thief makes this
clear (Luke 23:43). So too, the language of Revelation, which in various
places speaks of a conscious, living existence even now. The cry of the
martyrs' souls in 6:9-11 is a clear example of this. They remembered past
experiences and then spoke in the present tense.

7. Shall we know and recognise one another in heaven? Of course we shall!
The parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus proves this, for the former
expressed his recognition of the latter. Besides, God has made us living
souls who are individuals in our own right and this individuality will not be
removed after death. At the Resurrection, the Lord was recognised and
known by the disciples and the women and, although we shall bear the
likeness of Christ, this will not obliterate our features. Remember that at the
Transfiguration, Moses and Elijah appeared with the Lord. Their features
had not changed and identification was still possible.

8. Although reference has already been made to the removal of the effects of
sin this does need to be amplified here. In heaven there will be no ageing
and dying. No sickness, pain and weakness either. In fact, nothing there will
sadden or cause a cloud to pass over our joy. Depression, clinical or
otherwise, will not even be thought of and we shall joy in God for all
eternity. Wholeness and holiness will characterise us.

9. We shall see Christ and be like Him (1 John 3:2). At this moment we do not
know every detail of our heavenly bodies for much is veiled from us. But
this we know, we shall be like Christ and have bodies that are similar to His
resurrection body. That was recognisable and could be touched and handled.
This means it was a real body yet capable of passing through matter and
ascending up into the heavenly realm. So our bodies will be rejuvenated,
renewed and adapted for heaven. Like the Lord, we shall be indestructible!

What will we do in heaven?
• Worship and adore the Godhead. Everything we do there will be worship and

done for God's glory. Even so, it is very possible that the whole company of
heaven will gather together and sing praises at particular times. What a sound
and experience that will be! John could describe such a scene as the "voice
of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of
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mighty thunderings" (Revelation 19:6). What is it that this great company
says? "Alleluia, for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth." May God in His
grace and mercy permit us all to be there and share in such times and cast
ourselves before Him in love and adoration.

• Continue to serve God. We shall not be idle but active for the Lord.
This appears to be the teaching of Matthew 24:47; 25:21, 23; Luke 12:44;
22:29, 30 and Revelation 2:26-28 and 3:21. When the Bible speaks of rest
in heaven, it means rest from sin, sorrow, sickness, death, pain, anxiety,
oppression by men and Satan, etc. Yet God does not intend that we shall be
indolent but in many ways continue our service that was begun on earth. God
in His goodness will elevate this into something that is perfect, joyous and
truly happy.

• 1 Corinthians 6:2-3 tells us we shall share Christ's throne and reign with
Him in heaven. This will involve judging the world and angels. As great
responsibilities await us, may we be found worthy of them and serve the Lord
faithfully in this life.

• There will be an enjoyment of God and heaven. Psalm 16:11: "At thy right
hand there are pleasures for evermore." Just before, David writes, "In thy
presence is fullness of joy". Heaven will not be a sombre, gloomy place.
"Fullness of joy," says the psalmist. There will be no sin, Satan or the world
to mar and take away our joy. The believer's future home will not be Spartan
like either or have the atmosphere of a mausoleum. Never-ending pleasures
will also be there, but only ones that are pure, holy and glorifying to God and
without any sin or wickedness of the flesh. They will not be tinged with
sorrow or regret as is often the case while upon earth. The Lord's parable of
the talents suggests the same thing. See Matthew 25:21, 23: "Enter thou into
the joy of thy Lord."

• We shall enjoy perfect love in heaven and this will manifest itself in a variety
of ways. For example, continuing the fellowship begun on earth but in a
deeper, better and more holy sense. Being absolutely holy, we shall manifest
God's love to one another. What a wondrous thought! Love will be the
normal way to behave and our very nature. Perhaps, too, we shall find ways
to love one another and without hypocrisy and outward display. As examples,
1 Corinthians 13:4-8 and Ephesians 4:22-32 will be lived out to perfection.
Instead of lies, we shall speak the truth to one another. There will be no
unrighteous, sinful anger or giving advantage to the devil. We shall not
steal but give and our conversation will always be wholesome and edifying.
The Holy Spirit will never be grieved or quenched, and we shall please Him
in all we do or say. Bitterness, wrath, anger and impatience will be forever a
thing of the past and instead only genuine love, tenderness and eternal
forgiveness of each other. It will be a genuine forgiving with not a shadow of
'! grudge. An active pursuing of divine love will be one of the main activities
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of heaven. May the Lord grant us to know something of all this even in at this
present time.

• Joy in God will be another occupation of heaven. Even now heaven and the
angels rejoice over a sinner repenting (Luke 15:7 and 10) and the Lord had
joy awaiting Him after His state of humiliation (Hebrews 12:2). We shall be
presented in heaven with exceeding joy (Jude 24) while in Revelation 4 and
5 we have scenes described for us which are over-whelming joy. The same is
depicted in 19:4-9 and chapters 21 and 22. So much of our existence in
heaven will be joyful and this should not be surprising when we re-call what
our Saviour has done in redeeming us from sin. In fact, it will be improper
not to be glad in the presence of the Godhead.

How are we able to enter heaven?
Only those who are perfectly holy will be permitted to enter. Revelation 21 :27
tells us: "And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither
whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in
the Lamb's book of life." The Bible makes clear that all who are born into this
world are sinners deserving the judgment of God. "For all have sinned, and come
short of the glory of God ... the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Romans 3:23 and 6:23). Conse
quently, we have no right to heaven. Of course, this is an offence to many,
especially as they think that God is bound to receive them at the last and welcome
them to everlasting happiness. But will He? The text above says that only those
who are written in the "Lamb's book of life" have the right to enter heaven. All
others are excluded. John, the great apostle of love could also write of the terrors
of hell, for that is what awaits those whose names do not appear in this "book of
life". Good works and human merit will never unlock the door of heaven for us,
nor will prayers to saints, angels and the Virgin Mary herself. Is your name in the
Lamb's book of life? How can it be written there? How may a soul enter heaven?
Only the grace and mercy of God can write your name in this all-important book
and open heaven's door. Grace is the mercy of salvation given freely to us in
Christ Jesus. This grace is held out to us in Christ and we take it in faith as a
beggar would take food or money from a rich man's hands. "Ho, everyone that
thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money, come ye, buy, and
eat. ... " "Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest. ... " (Isaiah 55: 1 and Matthew 11 :28). Practically the last promise of the
Bible echoes the same words: "And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let
him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will,
let him take the water of life freely" (Revelation 22: 17).

No holiness, no heaven
The Gospel calls us to faith in Christ and repentance. Repentance demands that
we stop sinning and turn to serve the living God. People deceive themselves if
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they think that they can live as they please, indulge themselves and all the while
ignore God and then still enter heaven. Those whose names are in the book of life
will exhibit the grace of repentance. The whole of their lives will make clear that
they belong to Christ and are His followers. Faith will be genuine and all sham
and hypocrisy will be missing. Although they still live on the earth, the godly
quality of their lives will make it clear that they are citizens of heaven, that Christ
is their Lord and Saviour and God is their heavenly Father. Like all the sons and
daughters of Adam, Christian believers expect to die, yet death holds no terror for
them. They know that when the Lord calls them it will be a case of going home,
not leaving home. Dying may not be easy but God will give grace when the time
comes. Besides, they will not go alone into the Jordan of death, for angels will
accompany them (Luke 16:22). The Lord awaits them on the shores of heaven and
the instant they set foot there, they shall be made holy and receive everlasting
comforts. "The souls of the righteous, being then made perfect in holiness, are
received into the highest heavens, where they behold the face of God in light and
glory, waiting for the full redemption of their bodies. . . . " (Westminster
Confession of Faith, chapter 32, paragraph 1).

Time is passing quickly

Our lives are short and compared with eternity, like mere specks. From that
perspective the whole Church will soon be with Christ in heaven. Then will take
place the Marriage Supper of the Lamb, described in Revelation 19. The Church,
called the Lamb's wife will have made herself ready and in verse 7 we read: "And
to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for
the fine linen is the righteousness of saints." It will be a time of immense rejoicing
and we shall experience unbroken communion and fellowship with Christ
throughout all eternity. In the light of this, let us live for our Saviour and His glory
now and continue to lift up our heads and remember that our "redemption draweth
nigh" (Luke 21:28). Look for the day of our heavenly marriage and may that
encourage our hearts all the time of our earthly pilgrimage.

--e--

Gethsemane
"Then came they, and laid hands on Jesus, and took Him" (Matthew 26:50); see

also Luke 22:39-71

s. W. S. LOVELL

THE Christian Gospel centres on the cross on which our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ died for the sins of His people. His was an atoning death in that it fully met
the Nst demands of a holy God for a broken law on the part of all for whom He
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died. No other sacrifice was sufficient to pay the price for man's sin. The well
known hymn, "There was a green hill far away", puts it like this:

"There was no other good enough
To pay the price of sin;
He only could unlock the gate
Of heaven and let us in!"

An essential part of Jesus' sacrifice were the events that took place in the
Garden of Gethsemane on the night of His betrayal by Judas Iscariot. This is
where the battle with the powers of darkness was fought by the Lord Jesus, and
won, prior to the cross. His prayers and agony in the garden are deeply moving
and profound. And we need to remind ourselves that He did this as a mortal Man,
in the strength of a Man. Remember, too, as you read this, that He did it for you
and me because He loved us! If we are ever tempted to doubt that God loves us
we should go back to Gethsemane and watch the Son of God as He wrestled with
the powers of darkness to deliver us from them.

Gethsemane, Gethsemane,
The place where Jesus trod,
On that dark night, to pray He came,
The blessed Son of God.

With Peter, John and James, He came,
To comfort in distress,
To wait and watch and pray, He said,
Whilst praying, sorely pressed.

It was a night of darkness deep,
Abroad were powers of hell,
That sought the Saviour now to keep
From this, His Father's will.

It was the time when Satan's head
Would soon be sorely bruised,
His Father, long ago, had said
This work His Son would choose.

The thickened darkness soon engulfed
This blessed Son of God,
And sore amazed and sorrowful,
He kneeled upon the sod.
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Upon His face in agony,
He cried unto His God,
"0, if it is just possible
Do please this cup withhold"!

No answer came on that dark night,
But still He cried to God;
Whilst others slept within His sight
He there sweat drops of blood!

A second time He went to pray
In greater agony!
"If this cup pass not away,
Thy will, it pleases Me"!

But still disciples slept that night,
And still the Saviour prayed,
Against the powers of hell did fight,
Until He was betrayed!

Into the garden Judas came,
With soldiers rough and rude,
To take our Jesus by deceit
With a great multitude.

To Caiaphas they took Him first,
Who roughly sought to know,
"Art thou the Son of God, the Christ?
Now tell us, is it true?"

"Thou hast said," was His reply,
"Hereafter you shall see
The Son of Man in power on high,
Enthroned, eternally".

Enraged, these men did spit at Him,
And smote that lovely face;
With hands so coarse and cruelly
Did vent their spite and hate.

The powers of hell would do their worst
And use the hands of men,
With violence and evil thirst
Destroy this blessed One!

199
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But from His task He would not flinch,
He faced the deadly foe;
This Son of Man gave not an inch,
As fell the fatal blow!

A blow that was men's just desert,
The Saviour took Himself!
The wrath of God about Him girt,
To give us life and health!

If to Gethsemane you go,
By faith, to see this grief,
Consider how those tears did flow
To bring you such relief!

--e--

Colossians 4:5-6 Expounded
E. A. POWELL (North Holywood, USA)

IN verses 5-6, "the apostle exhorts them further to a prudent and decent conduct
towards all those with whom they conversed [that is] towards ... those out of the
Christian church among whom they lived" (Matthew Henry).

The Colossians were advised to walk in wisdom toward them that are without.
They were to walk in wisdom; that is, "let your course of life be managed with

all Christian prudence, that you may not any way disparage the Christian
institution (2 Samuel 12:14; Romans 2:23-24 with 1 Timothy 6:4); with your
innocency be wise as serpents (Matthew 10:16; see Ephesians 5:15): yet, while
you become all things to all to gain some (l Corinthians 9:20-23), you must take
heed of such a compliance, whereby you may wound your conscience (Exodus
34:15; Ephesians 5:11); and, on the other side [beware] of such a contempt of
them without just cause as may provoke them to persecute you. Paul was wary in
his reasoning with those who were not Christians, and would have others to be so
(Acts 17:14-15 with 1 Corinthians 5:12-13); [yet he is] not [in favor of] denying
any of them what is due to them by Divine and human rights (Matthew 22:21;
Romans 13:7; 1 Peter 2:13)" (Matthew Poole).

The expression, redeeming the time, is also echoed in Ephesians 5: 15-16, where
Paul writes: See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise,
redeeming the time, because the days are evil.

Calvin writes in regard to these verses in Ephesians:
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Everything around us tends to corrupt and mislead; so that it is difficult for
godly persons, who walk among so many thorns, to escape unhurt. Such
corruption having infected the age, the devil appears to have obtained
tyrannical sway; so that time cannot be dedicated to God without being in
some way redeemed. And what shall be the price of its redemption? To
withdraw from the endless variety of allurements which would easily lead
us astray; to rid ourselves from the cares and pleasure of the world; and, in
a word, to abandon every hinderance. Let us be eager to recover it in every
possible way, and let the numerous offences and arduous toil, which many
are in the habit of alleging as an apology for indolence, serve rather to
awaken our vigilance.

As Calvin has pointed out, because the days are evil, we must, accordingly,
redeem the time; that is, we must adorn the doctrine, of God our Saviour in
all things. For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all
men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live
soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; looking for that blessed
hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ
(Titus 2: 10-13).

In verse 6 the apostle writes: Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned
with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.

The Christian's speech must be rendered with grace, which is ethical purity,
and it must be seasoned with salt, which refers to the Scriptures, since ethical
purity and goodness can only be derived from the Lord and His Christ.

Herman Hoeksema writes:

The term grace as it occurs in Holy Writ has many different connotations.
Its basic notion, from which all the other meanings may readily be derived,
is that of gracefulness, pleasantness, attractiveness.... The noun occurs in
Proverbs 22: 11 - He that loveth pureness of heart, for the grace of his lips
the king shall be his friend. This passage is significant, first of all, because
grace here evidently has the meaning of "pleasantness". The man of a pure
heart speaks pleasant words; his speech is graceful, so that for its sake the
king delights to have him around and to commune with him. But, in the
second place, the passage also informs us that this pleasantness and
gracefulness of speech is not a superficial beauty, not the pleasantness of
flattery, but the attractiveness and gracefulness of ethical goodness and
purity. The grace of his lips has its roots in pureness of heart. An ethically
pure speech is truly graceful. Similarly in Psalm 45:2: Thou art fairer than
the children of men: grace is poured into thy lips: therefore God hath
blessed thee for ever. Here, too, grace is used to denote attractiveness and
beauty of speech that is rooted in ethical goodness. In Proverbs 31 :30 the
word is employed to denote the outward gracefulness and beauty of bodily
form, which is said to be vain in itself....
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In Colossians 4:6 the apostle admonishes believers that their speech must
always be with grace, seasoned with salt, in order that they may know how
they ought to answer every man. In other words, their conversation must be
characterized by the gracefulness of ethical purity and sanctification.
Similarly ... in Ephesians 4:29 we read: Let no corrupt communication
proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying,
that it may minister grace unto the hearers. Speech that gives grace to the
hearers, that is pleasant and attractive to them, here stands opposed to
corrupt communication, from which it is evident once more that grace
denotes a beauty that is rooted in ethical soundness and purity.... Both in
the Old and in the New Testament ... grace denotes the attribute, or virtue,
of beauty, pleasantness, charm, and more especially the charm and beauty
that is rooted in true goodness, the expression of ethical perfection. Only
what is truly good is beautiful. All that is corrupt must be condemned as
ugly and repulsive. Only in the world of sin, by the sinful perception and
judgment of a corrupt heart, can the ethically corrupt be considered
attractive and pleasant.

Paul gives this reason that the Colossians' speech must be ethically pure, that
then they may know how ye ought to answer every man; that they may be ready
always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that
is in you (1 Peter 3:15).

In order to present the reason of the hope that is within us, we must begin with
the scriptural view of man.

Van Til writes:

The non-regenerate ... have in their sense of deity, though repressed by
them, some remnant of the knowledge of God, and consequently of the true
source and meaning of possibility and probability....

[However] the non-regenerate man seeks by all means to "keep under" this
remnant of a true theistic interpretation that lingers in his mind. His real
interpretative principle, now that he is a covenant-breaker, is that of himself
as ultimate and of impersonal laws as ultimate. It is he himself as ultimate,
by means of laws of logic that operate independently of God who
determines what is possible and probable. To the extent, then, that he
proceeds self-consciously from his own principle of interpretation, he holds
the very existence of God, and of the creation of the universe [as revealed
in the Scriptures], to be not merely improbable, but impossible. In doing so
he sins, to be sure, against his better knowledge. He sins against that which
is hidden deep down in his own consciousness. And it is well that we
should appeal to this fact.

Van Till continues:
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A truly Reformed apologetic [or reason ofthe hope that is in you, therefore]
cannot be worked out unless one follows closely in Calvin's wake. Men
ought to see God's being as the being who is self-sufficient and self
contained. Men ought to see themselves as creatures, as beneficiaries of
their Creator's bounties. They ought to see themselves as under the law of
God. And men cannot but see themselves as such. Yet such is the folly of
sin, that men hold down the truth in unrighteousness. They do this by
assuming that they participate in the being of God, or that God's being is of
a piece with theirs. So their systems of philosophy, based as they are on this
monistic assumption, are means by which men seek to suppress the truth
about themselves. The result is folly and ruin to themselves.

Either presuppose God and live, or presuppose yourself as ultimate and
die. That is the alternative with which the Christian must challenge his
fellow man.

If the Christian thus challenges his fellow man then he may be an
instrument of the Spirit of God. The proofs of God then become witnesses
of God; and witnesses of God are God witnessing to men. The theistic
proofs therefore reduce to one proof, the proof which argues that unless
this God, the God of the Bible, the ultimate being, the Creator, the
controller of the universe, be presupposed as the foundation of human
experience, this experience operates in a void. This is one proof that is
absolutely convincing.

How shall we then answer every man of the hope that is in us? "How shall we
meet ... unholy thoughts and arguments in ourselves and in others? ... We
shall meet them . . . by offering the ontological trinity as our interpretative
concept" (Van Til). We shall begin, proceed, and conclude every discourse and
endeavour with the revelation of God to man through Jesus Christ as He is
revealed to us in the written Word alone. And thus we shall be able to answer
every man as we ought.

To BE CONCLUDED

It is only because we know that in the train of the British Government comes the
preaching of the Church of Christ, that we are able to defend the Empire of which
we are so proud.... I do not care in what quarter of the globe it may be, I do not
care what may be the political exigencies of the moment, I do not care what
colleges or secular instruction you may establish; but unless sooner or later, in
due and proper time you carry with those institutions the definite teaching of
Christianity, you have done nothing at all.

Lord Cranborne, later Marquis of Salisbury, 1889
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Lady Powerscourt and
Her Correspondence

J. E. NORTH

(A review of The Letters and Papers ofLady Powerscourt, published by
Chapter Two, 2004, 217 pages, hardback. £9.95. ISBN 1 85307 1706.)

LADY POWERSCOURT (1800-1836) was among that group of Irish aristocrats
who were attached to the evangelical ministry of the Church of Ireland. She was
converted in 1819 under the ministry of the Rector of Powerscourt, the Rev.
Robert Daly (1783-1872). Her husband, who was initially opposed to Daly's
ministry, was converted in 1820. Daly became Bishop of Cashel in 1843. He was
instrumental in David A. Doudney, former editor of the Gospel Magazine,
entering the ministry and taking his first curacy in Ireland. This high-ranking
group of evangelicals included (1800-1882) J. N. Darby, who was Daly's curate
from 1825 (prior to his secession and his being a prime leader in the formation of
the Christian Brethren Movement).

After her conversion, Lady Powerscourt hosted meetings at her home which led
to the establishment of the Powerscourt Conferences for the study of biblical
prophecy. These conferences were held until 1832 at Powerscourt House and then,
subsequently in Dublin. She suffered the bereavement of her husband in 1823. She
continued a member of the Church of Ireland until 1832, some four years prior to
her death. The 1832 conference at Powerscourt appears to have ended in disarray
with Darby and others, including Lady Powerscourt, stating that they would leave
the Church of Ireland and continue to meet together in Brethren fashion. She did
not take this step lightly but, it is recorded that after the secession she had "spent
the night in tears". She continued with the Christian Brethren until her death on the
last day of 1836. Her withdrawal from his ministry and the Church of Ireland
grieved Robert Daly who wrote to her: "You expect to meet with perfection, and
you will be disappointed; it is not to be met with among any body of Christians in
this sinful world. After a little time you will separate yourself from some whom
you will find not to be as perfect as you thought them to be; others will be added
to the number; at last you will be left alone; and when you look into yourself, you
will not find perfection there." Lady Powerscourt did not live long enough for
those words to be fulfilled in her life, neither did she live long enough to see them
fulfilled in the subsequent history of the Christian Brethren movement.

Her letters and papers were collected together after her death, edited by Robert
Daly and published in 1838. Daly writes in his original preface: "The only thing
which induces me to publish the following letters and papers, is the conviction
that they express the sentiments and experience, and heaven-taught spirituality, of
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one who had made more rapid advances in the divine life, than is ordinarily found
in the church below." He writes at length of the nature of the letters, all but four
of them being written after she was widowed. He continued: "I conceive they may
be especially profitable and comfortable to mourners; to those 'who are afflicted
or distressed, in mind, body, or estate'. Lady Powerscourt was one acquainted
with grief. She had had severe and heavy trials; and she was thus, in a peculiar
way, fitted to sympathise with all tried Christians."

In these letters, then, we have the outpourings of an afflicted heart that has
borne the heat and the burden of the day ministering to her friends and
acquaintances. They are spiritually edifying. They do not shed any light on the
theological and ecclesiastical controversies of the day, neither do they indulge in
prophetic speculation. They are purely private correspondence written from the
heart to fellow believers and as such speak to the heart. There is one exception to
this, viz, her mature opinion of Edward Irving and his emphasis on the
charismata. She writes: " ... It still appears too that we should not expect gifts
now ... " (Letter 51, June 1832).

Most of the correspondence dates from the period 1821 to 1832 (66 of the 80
letters published); that is, prior to her leaving the Church of Ireland. Her corres
pondence is choice, but rather than let my opinion suffice, the following is extracted
from one of her letters in the volume (the letters are generally quite lengthy):

"How shall I long to join with you all above. I fear I need patience, and find
it hard to reconcile my mind to the possibility of my living three times as
long as I have lived yet. When I look back upon a few months and
remember the happiness I used to feel when I expected my dearest love,
and ... to spend the evening at ... and to have a little reading, I can hardly
persuade myself that I am the same person. Two now in possession of what
they then, blessed be God, enjoyed by faith, and I left alone. But I forget;
I determined never to murmur again. It needs a great stretch of faith
sometimes, when the enemy comes in like a flood, to believe that God is as
much at peace with me through Christ, as with those already above; that
Abraham now in glory is not safer than I am. Is that presumption, do you
think? What a precious name, a strong tower, into which, if we run, we shall
be safe! Were I left to myself, I should turn and run from it. I should not
trust myself to His Word, but seek to save myself from danger. But
almighty love arrests me, pulls me in; and then rewards me for coming.
How much is there in those words 'are safe' - to think we are safe from
everything! No evil shall ever touch us, evil at the end, or evil on the way.
All paved with love, 'all things shall work together for good'. I have got the
promise of all others.... "

In addition to the letters there are a number of other papers which Daly says
"seem to have been her private exercises on scriptural subjects". The present
publishers, Chapter Two, have added two poems written by her and three
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appendices. We are grateful to the publishers for making this important book
again available to the Christian reading public. It is well produced. The reading of
this book can only do good and bring us face to face with what the publisher calls
an "expression of an almost lost piety" which we should seek to emulate.

--e--

John Knox
Part 11

JOHN REES-EVANS

REFORMED worship was now established in St. Andrews and elsewhere in
Scotland. The authorities realised they were losing their grip on the country and
so sought military help from France and Spain to quash what was seen as
revolution and rebellion. Under the Pope, France and Spain had already formed a
league for the extirpation of Protestantism, so it was natural that they should
respond to this appeal. An English army, however, was sent by Elizabeth I and in
1560 the French army was defeated. About this time, Knox's first wife died.
Despite the opposition, Knox's work was well received and from 8th to 22nd
August 1560 the Scottish Parliament began to change laws in favour of Protestant
reformation and requested that the ministers of the Church draw up a Confession
ofFaith for Scotland. This was undertaken in the short time of only four days by
six Johns: John Knox, John Willock, John Winram, John Spottiswood, John Row
and John Douglas.

This Confession was undoubtedly reformed and consisted of 25 articles. In the
same year the first Book ofDiscipline was also drawn up. This related to Church
government and appointed pastors and teachers, elders and deacons to serve in
their roles, much in line with what Knox would have learnt in Geneva. While
reformed ministers were in short supply still, the offices of temporary officers and
readers were instituted but soon were able to die out when God supplied more
men for reformed ordination.

It is interesting to note that having a temporary office was one sensible
alternative to the very developed and watertight liturgy that the English Church
decided to have, which ensured that even in the absence of good reformed
ministers the Gospel would always still be inevitably set forth and declared in
every Prayer Book service.

At this time, Mary of Guise was still Queen Regent and her daughter, who
would be Mary Queen of Scots, was now 16 and still living in France with her
French husband of two years, the Dauphin who himself had married at the age of
15. Although the Roman Catholic Mary Queen of Scots would still spend six
years on the Scottish throne after her ascent in August 1561, the year 1560 really
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marks the official implementation of the Reformation in Scotland, for in this year
the Scottish Parliament prohibits the practice of the Latin Mass in Scotland and
denies the authority of the Pope.

On 25th September 1560, the Scots are able to hold their first general assembly,
consisting of 42 members, six of whom were ministers. It was objected at this
time that there should not be such an assembly without the Queen's consent but
Knox replied to this: Take from us the freedom ofassemblies and take from us the
Gospel. How else but by assemblies can we retain good doctrine and order?

Knox rejected what I think is called Erastianism, which the English accepted,
which is the government of the Church by the State. Knox believed that this
necessarily interfered and conflicted with Christ's government of the Church.

Having married only three years earlier, Mary Queen of Scots was already
widowed; her husband Francis II dying at the age of 18. This death was extremely
providential for Scotland, for on her marriage to the Dauphin it had been agreed
that if there should be an heir, the crowns of Scotland and France should be unified,
whereas if no heir were born the crown of Scotland should be handed over to France.
This unlikely death was therefore the only way that Scotland's Protestant inde
pendence could have been ensured without much subsequent war and bloodshed.

On arriving in a land where it was illegal to say the mass, the new Queen
Mary's relatives are disgusted and threaten to return to France. Knox comments:
Would that they together with the mass had taken goodnight of this realm forever.

Although it was already illegal, Knox continued to denounce the mass from the
pulpit, which earned him a summons to see the Queen only seven days after her
arrival in the country. Mary had obviously heard much about Knox and was
intrigued by him but, no doubt, believed that she could answer his challenges with
her very fine French Roman Catholic upbringing. Therefore she challenged him
personally rather than through a papist priest. It is also thought that she had
difficulty finding a priest who was confident enough to answer Knox in matters
of doctrine, for his theological knowledge and his acquaintance with Scripture
was second to none in Scotland.

So Mary challenges him about his opposition to the papist religion that she is
trying to impose on her people, and here I shall give quite a long account of the
interview, along with some words of the original account, as this gives a telling
insight into the relationship that this brave and kind old reformer has with this
proud young queen, as well as showing Knox's very developed views - which
came through necessity - of the Christian's role in the face of opposition from the
state to his own Christian freedoms and those of the Church:

Queen Mary says to Knox: ... ye have taught the people to receive another
religion than their Princes can allow. How can that doctrine be of God,
seeing that God commandeth subjects to obey their Princes?

John Knox: Madam, as right religion took neither original strength nor
authority from worldly princes, but from the Eternal God alone, so are not
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subjects bound to frame their religion according to the appetites of their
princes. Princes are oft the most ignorant of all others in God's true
religion, as we may read in the Histories, as well before the death of Christ
Jesus as after. Ifall the seed ofAbraham should have been of the religion of
Pharaoh, to whom they were long subjects, I pray you, Madam, what
religion should there have been in the world? Or, if all men in the days of
the Apostles should have been of the religion of the Roman Emperors, what
religion should there have been upon the face of the earth? Daniel and his
fellows were subjects to Nebuchadnezzar and unto Darius, and yet, Madam,
they would not be of their religion; for the three children said: "We make it
known unto thee, 0 King, that we will not worship thy Gods." Daniel did
pray publicly unto his God against the expressed commandment of the King.
And so, Madam, ye may perceive that subjects are not bound to the religion
of their princes, although they are commanded to give them obedience.

Queen Mary: Yea, but none of these men raised the sword against their
princes.

John Knox: Yet, Madam, ye can not deny that they resisted, for those who
obey not the commandments that are given, in some sort resist.

Queen Mary: But yet, they resisted not by the sword?

John Knox: God, Madam, had not given them the power and the means.

Queen Mary: Think ye that subjects, having the power, may resist their
princes?

And this was the context in which came the passage that I quoted earlier. So, as
we heard before, Knox replies to this:

If their princes exceed their bounds, Madam, no doubt they may be resisted,
even by power. For there is neither greater honour, nor greater obedience,
to be given to kings or princes, than God hath commanded to be given unto
father and mother. But the father may be stricken with a frenzy, in which he
would slay his children. If the children arise, join themselves together,
apprehend the father, take the sword from him, bind his hands, and keep
him in prison till his frenzy be overpast, think ye, Madam, that the children
do any wrong? It is even so, Madam, with princes that would murder the
children ofGod that are subjects unto them. Their blind zeal is nothing but
a very mad frenzy, and therefore, to take the sword from them, to bind their
hands, and to cast them into prison, till they be brought to a more sober
mind, is no disobedience against princes, but just obedience, because it
agreeth with the will of God.

At these words, the Queen stood amazed for more than a quarter of an hour.
At length she said to John Knox:
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Well then, I perceive that my subjects shall obey you, and not me. They shall
do what they list, and not what I command; and so must I be subject to
them, and not they to me.

John Knox: Godforbid that ever I take upon me to command any to obey
me, or yet to set subjects at liberty to do what pleaseth them! My travail
is that both princes and subjects obey God. Think not, Madam, that wrong
is done you, when ye are willed to be subject to God. It is He that subjects
peoples under princes, and causes obedience to be given unto them. Yea,
God craves of Kings that they be fosteifathers to His Church, and
commands Queens to be nurses to His people. This subjection, Madam,
unto God, and unto His troubled Church, is the greatest dignity that
flesh can get upon the face of the earth; for it shall carry them to
everlasting glory.

Queen Mary: Yea, but ye are not the Kirk that I will nourish. I will defend
the Kirk ofRome, for it is, I think, the true Kirk of God.

John Knox: Your will, Madam, is no reason; neither doth your thought
make that Roman harlot to be the true and immaculate spouse of Jesus
Christ. Wonder not, Madam, that I call Rome an harlot; for that Church is
altogether polluted with all kind ofspiritual fornication, as well in doctrine
as in manners. Yea, Madam, I offer myself to prove, that the Church of the
Jews which crucified Christ Jesus, was not so far degenerate from the
ordinances which God gave by Moses and Aaron unto His people, when
they manifestly denied the Son of God, as the Church ofRome is declined,
and more than five hundred years hath declined, from the purity of that
religion which the Apostles taught and planted.

Queen Mary: My conscience is not so.

John Knox: Conscience, Madam, requireth knowledge; and Ifear that right
knowledge ye have none.

Queen Mary: But I have both heard and read.

John Knox: So, Madam, did the Jews who crucified Christ Jesus read both
the Law and the Prophets, and heard the same interpreted after their
manner. Have ye heard any teach, but such as the Pope and his Cardinals
have allowed? Ye may be assured that such will speak nothing to offend
their own estate.

Queen Mary: Ye interpret the Scriptures in one manner, and they in another.
Whom shall! believe? Who shall be judge?

Is this not, perhaps, the most common question that is asked by unconverted
people seeking the truth today? We should then take special note of what
Knox answers:
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Ye shall believe God, that plainly speaketh in His Word; and further than
the Word teacheth you, ye shall believe neither the one nor the other. The
Word of God is plain in itself. If there appear any obscurity in one place,
the Holy Ghost, which is never contrarious to Himself, explaineth the same
more clearly in other places; so that there can remain no doubt, but unto
such as obstinately will remain ignorant.

Take one of the chief points, Madam, which this day is in controversy
betwixt the Papists and us. The Papists have boldly affirmed that the Mass
is the ordinance of God, and the institution ofJesus Christ, and a sacrifice
for the sins of the quick and the dead. We deny both the one and the other.
We affirm that the Mass, as it is now used, is nothing but the invention of
man, and, therefore, is an abomination before God, and no sacrifice that
ever God commanded. Now, Madam, who shall judge betwixt us two thus
contending? It is no reason that either of the parties be further believed,
than they are able to prove by insuspect witnessing. Let them prove their
affirmatives by the plain words of the Book of God, and we shall give them
the plea granted. What our Master Jesus Christ did, we know by His
Evangelists; what the priest doeth at his Mass, the world seeth. Now, doth
not the Word ofGod plainly assure us, that Christ Jesus neither said Mass,
nor yet commanded Mass to be said, at His Last Supper, seeing that no such
thing as their Mass is made mention of within the whole Scriptures?

Queen Mary: Ye are ower sair (too hard)for me, but if they were here whom
I have heard, they would answer you.

John Knox: Madam, would to God that the learnedest Papist in Europe,
and he that ye would best believe, were present with Your Grace to sustain
the argument; and that ye would patiently abide to hear the matter
reasoned to the end! Then, I doubt not, Madam, but ye should hear the
vanity of the Papistical Religion, and how small ground it hath within the
Word ofGod.

Queen Mary: Well, ye may perchance get that sooner than ye believe.

John Knox: Assuredly, if ever I get that in my life, I get it sooner than I
believe. The ignorant Papists can not patiently reason, and the learned and
crafty Papist will never come in your audience, Madam, to have the ground
of their religion searched out. They know that they are never able to sustain
an argument, except fire and sword and their own laws be judges.

Queen Mary: So say you; but I can[not] believe that.

John Knox: It hath been so to this day. How oft have the Papists in this and
other Realms been required to come to conference, and yet could it never
be obtained, unless themselves were admitted for Judges. Therefore,
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Madam, I must say again that they dare never dispute, but when they
themselves are both judge and party. Whensoever ye shall let me see the
contrary, I shall grant myself to have been deceived in that point.

With this, very conveniently for her, the Queen was called away to lunch.
But Knox was very tender with the Queen and bore her no ill-will at all. On

parting he said to her:

I pray God, Madam, that ye may be as blessed within the Commonwealth
of Scotland, if it be the pleasure of God, as ever Deborah was in the
Commonwealth of Israel.

In 1564 Knox married for the second time, around four years after the death of
his first wife. His new wife was 17 years old and he either 59 or 50 depending on
which historians one trusts. By 1567 the sadly immoral and obstinate queen had
managed to embroil herself in too many scandals involving likely adultery and
possible conspiracy to murder, to continue her reign and in such a state of
madness as Knox had once described to her, she is put into prison in Lochleven
Castle. A month later on 24th July 1567 she abdicates the Scottish throne, leaving
the country now in the hands of the godly Earl of Moray as Regent. However, he
was assassinated on 23rd January 1570 and the country fell to a line of very
inferior Regents until the time of King James VI - who, of course, was our first
James here in England - ascending the throne at the age of 12 in March 1578.

During this time Knox received constant death threats but continued to preach.
On one occasion Knox was fired at by a pistol while studying at home. The bullet
passed through his window and the base of the candlestick that he was using for
light. Learned as he was, Knox considered his great calling to be one of preaching
principally, to teach and exhort his Scottish brethren at this difficult time, and so
did not commit his sermons to paper. He felt much for his weaker brethren and
this brotherly compassion came through undisguised in his sermons.

He really needed a stone pulpit - wooden ones only lasted for a few sermons
with the thundering Scot. Andrew Melville, attending a sermon only the year
before Knox's death, when he was already frail and ill, describes the scene:

I haid my pen and my little book, and took away such things as I could
apprehend. In the opening up of his text he was moderate the space of an
half-hour; but when he entered in to application, he made me so to grew
(shudder) and tremble that I could nocht hold a pen to write . .. or he haid
done with his sermont, he was sa active and vigorous that he was like to
ding (strike) that pulpit in blads andfly out ofit.

I think this means he was likely to thrash the pulpit to pieces and fly out of it.
And another brief account testifies to the very real and useful effect his

preaching had. During that time that we considered earlier, when he waited in
Dieppe before sailing to Leith, an account from one of his listeners is as follows:
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On February 19th (1559) there arrived in Dieppe the Sieur Jean Knox,
Scotsman, a very learned man who had been received as a pastor in
England in the time ofEdward VI . .. and preached at Dieppe for the space
of six or seven weeks. He achieved a great result, and the number of the
faithful (believers, converts) grew in such degree that they dared to preach
in full day; whereas till this time they had only dared to go (to sermon)
during the night.

To BE CONCLUDED

--e--

William Grimshaw of Haworth
M. HANDFORD

"For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain" (Philippians 1:21)

HAWORTH, in Yorkshire, is best known today for its connection with the Bronte
family. It has, however, another claim to fame as the scene of the labours of
William Grimshaw, vicar of Haworth from 1742-1763.

William Grimshaw was a man of rare diligence and self-denial. No minister
ever worked harder. He preached sometimes no less than twenty times a week, on
occasions thirty. This involved many miles of travel on horseback. In those far-off
days many parishes had no resident clergyman, and in not a few others the
services had little of spiritual uplift. Grimshaw was ready to preach wherever the
people could be gathered together. "Like John the Baptist in the wilderness, he
shook the little corner of Yorkshire where he was placed and stirred men's minds
to the bottom" (Bishop Ryle).

William Grimshaw's favourite text was the one quoted above. He had it painted
on the sounding-board of the pulpit in Haworth church. The text summed up his
life and work. He left directions that the text was to be inscribed on his coffin, and
the funeral sermon preached from these same words by Henry Venn, vicar of
Huddersfield. Another prominent evangelical, William Romaine, preached a
memorial service at St. Dunstan-in-the-West, London, on the same verse. In the
course of this sermon he said: "Mr. Grimshaw was the most laborious and
indefatigable minister of Christ that I ever knew.... He preached Christ, and
Christ alone; and God gave him very numerous seals to his ministry."

Haworth was the scene of a great revival in the 1740s, the church often being
too small for the crowds so that the service was held in the churchyard. On one
occasion he was asked by the Archbishop of York - who had had complaints
about Grimshaw's extra-parochial activities - "How many communicants had you
when you came to HaworthT He answered, "Twelve, my lord". "How many have
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you now?" was the next question. The reply was: "In the winter from three to four
hundred; and in the summer, near twelve hundred." The Archbishop's comment
was, "We cannot find fault with Mr. Grimshaw when he is instrumental in
bringing so many persons to the Lord's Table". The huge pewter flagons he used
can still be seen at Haworth.

John Newton, the great hymnwriter, knew Grimshaw personally and wrote: "I
saw in him, much more clearly than I could have learned from books or lectures,
what it was to be a faithful and exemplary minister of the Gospel; and the
remembrance of him has often humbled and animated me."

--e--

Book Reviews
Editor's Note: We live, regretfully, in a day when most evangelicals have abandoned the Authorised (King
lames) Version of the Bible. Rather, therefore, than ceasing to review most books, we try to warn readers
by stating if the book uses another version ofthe Bible. The position ofthe Gospel Magazine remains true
to the AV as the best text and translation, in beautiful and formative English. That we name another
translation does not mean we endorse it.

John E. Marshall: Life and Writings. John J. Murray. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp.
296, hardback. £14.50. ISBN 0 85151 9024.

John Marshal I was the minister of Alexander Road Congregational Church, Hemel Hempstead, for
forty-five years during which time he maintained a faithful ministry of the Gospel. He also
undertook a much wider ministry both with the Banner of Truth Trust and also in helping churches
in Eastern urope. He died in 2003.

John J. Murray has written/compiled a short biography with the help of Mr Marshall's family.
We are intr duced to a man who was uncompromising in his stand for the truth of the Gospel.
His ministry at Hemel Hempstead was not only pastoral towards his congregation, but also an
evangelistic one towards the townspeople of Hemel. He led his church in open-air Gospel preaching
in the town. Later, he was to help with open-air preaching in Trafalgar Square, London.

The greater part of the book comprises papers, lectures delivered at various conferences and a
sermon he preached at the Leicester Ministers' Conference in 2003. They cover various subjects
which are, in the main, of pastoral interest. It is in these papers that we see the pastoral concern of
this "able minister of the New Testament".

Not only his congregation, but the wider church is all the poorer for the passing of John Marshall;
however, it is good to have this written memorial of his ministry.

God on Life. An Ancient Guide to Living. Paul Griffiths. Authentic Lifestyle. pp. 177.
£6.99. ISBN 1 85078 547 3.

This excellent book is an introduction to Ecclesiastes and it can be read straight through with
pleasure and profit. The style is modern and the book would appeal to thoughtful modern
young Christians (perhaps upper teens and twenties) and those who work with them. At £6.99 it is
good value.

Griffiths, an evangelist, brings Ecclesiastes to life and shows its relevance to the 21st century. His
illustrations are lively and telling but are often drawn from today's youth culture - especially
TV/film - and personal experience, so will date rapidly.
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Griffiths shows how Ecclesiastes deals with the questions and problems of life - e.g. wealth,
glamour, fame, spirituality, getting on with the boss, bettering yourself and your family. How will
these things seem when life's only certainty, death, comes?

Points in his style may irritate an older reader. For example, "Killing a meaningless life" turns out
to mean, "Giving meaning to life". He uses the modem sermon technique of leading slowly to the
text and this reviewer was not always clear what he was getting at until he came to the point. Also,
he denigrates himself too often. However it would be a shame if these things were allowed to put
anyone off reading a good book.

The chapter numbers correspond to those in Ecclesiastes, and the NIV version of Ecclesiastes is
included as an appendix, which is good but would be better if this was explained at the beginning.
This reviewer heard an evangelical Minister say that, although all the Bible is valuable, he couldn't
see the point of Ecclesiastes. Griffith's book would help him. G.D.M.

The Faith That Saves. Papers read at the 2004 Westminster Conference. Obtainable from
Hon. Sec., 8 Back Knowl Road, Mirfield, West Yorks. WF14 9SA. pp. 127, paperback. £5.95
inc. UK postage and packing (50p extra overseas).

The six papers in this slim volume have reading for most tastes, varying between fourteen and
twenty-six pages in length with a list of reference sources at the end of each paper.

First is a careful examination of William Perkins' teaching on assurance and includes some
interesting information on his life and influence. Next is the Hampton Court Conference of 1604
which resulted in the Authorised Version - an almost accidental and secondary outcome of its
deliberations. This is followed by a history of the Sandemanian heresy, with some questions about
its re-appearance in present day evangelical preaching. "The 1904 Revival: or was it?" is an
absorbing analysis of the Welsh revival and corrects many accepted opinions, formed in particular
by distortion in sensational newspaper reports, by showing that the revival was quietly under way
before the main events.

The paper entitled "Much for the Work of Reljgion" is a study of the ministry of Benjamjn Keach
(1658-1704), with emphasis on justification and sanctification - the man who loves nothing above
God "fears sin more than suffering". The last paper, "Seth Joshua and Bold Evangelism", gives a
fascinating background of Wales in the second half of the 19th century as well as of the man himself,
his conversion and approach to his work of saving souls.

The three papers on William Perkins, Sandemanianism and Benjamin Keach perhaps require the
greatest concentration, but that is not to dismiss the others as light and worthy of only half one's
attention. This book brings the results of much labour in research and care in presentation to the
reader at a modest price.

Why Does Being a Christian Have to be So Hard? P. Golding. Evangelical Press.
pp. 147, paperback. £13.99. ISBN 0 85234 578 X.

The author informs us that the quotations are from the NIV, "unless otherwise stated"; this was felt
to be not a good start! He praises the practice of quoting Scripture, and it is certainly a moot point
whether the NIV can compare with the much loved AV for this purpose. But, to proceed with the
book as a whole, this paperback deals with chapter 12, verses 1-13 in the Epistle to the Hebrews. He
deals very satisfactorily with the verses he has undertaken to expound. The purpose of this section is
to give encouragement to Christians; there are powerful forces at work that would hinder progress 
the world, the flesh and the devil all combine to cause the Christian to stumble. The subject of the
passages is that of perseverance; the metaphor of a "race", is used. We are participating in a long
distance "race", a marathon rather than a sprint! The prize will be given to the one who perseveres;
who presses on in faith. This can only be done by casting off all "baggage". If a "runner" retires, then
he will receive no prize. It is stated, "if we drop out, then we are lost". The author assures us there is
no question of the truly converted failing to finish; this is made clear in a later chapter.
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Here and there the author finds himself disagreeing with the AY. For instance, on page 29 he
disputes the word "tix"; it is "inadequate both in the AV and NIV"; on page 38 he claims that
"weary" (AV) is "too weak a rendering" and he refers us to "the original"; on page 47 the word
"exhortation", in both the AV and NIv, is also in need of correction "in accordance with the experts"
and reference is again made to "the original".

The treatment of these verses is both thorough and spiritually uplifting. It should help those who
are "competing" but who are anxious as to their fitness to"finish". We all must look from self to
Jesus! Our burdens have been cast on Him. The book has print of a good size on high quality paper.
Dr. Golding has written cheering words in a book the contents of which are well constructed and
theologically sound (qualities rarely found in so many of today's "Christian books").

Princeton and Preaching: Archibald Alexander and the Christian Ministry. James M.
Garretson. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 280, hardback. £16.75. ISBN 0 851519932.

Archibald Alexander (1772-1851) was one of the foremost leaders of the American Presbyterian
Church. He was appointed in 1812 as the first professor of Didactic and Polemical Theology of the
fledgling Princeton Theological Seminary. As Professor at Princeton, Alexander commenced
lecturing to his students on the nature, means and method of the Christian ministry. His lecture
notes have survived in the archives of Princeton. From these notes the author has produced this
volume. Replete with quotations from Alexander, it has a connecting narrative/commentary by
Dr. Garretson.

Alexander gives advice to aspirants to the Christian ministry. The first qualification for the
ministry is that of piety. "He considered piety to be absolutely essential to the work of the ministry"
(page 56). However, we must note that Alexander's views were those of high Presbyterianism. He
considered th'il a minister must be qualified before entering the ministry. "Learning is essential for
ministerial leadership. In one of his lectures, he listed ten reasons for highlighting the importance
of an educated ministry" (page 65). Such a view of the qualification for the ministry, if fully
implemented, would disqualify men such as the Apostles who were only humble fishermen, John
Bunyan, the Tinker of Bedford, and many others who, down the centuries have been "able ministers
of the New Tcslament." To be fair to Alexander, he does not appear to have had the view that the
ministry and preaching can be taught - he insisted on an internal call to the ministry, but it could be
inferred from this book (and others on the same subject) that preaching can be taught in the college
lecture hall.

A good book lo guide ministers and preachers but, like all books that consider this important
subject, lO be "handled with care." J.E.N.

Contending for the Faith - Lines in the Sand that Strengthen the Church.
Robert L. Reymond. Mentor/Christian Focus Publications. pp. 422, paperback. £11.99. ISBN
1 84550 045 8.

The author is Professor of Systematic Theology at Know Theological Seminary, Florida, and the
book is a selection of his work - some 25 subjects each contending for the biblical and Reformed
faith. Among the subjects covered are the doctrine of Creation, the nature of the New Covenant, the
continuing authority of the Fourth Commandment, the real nature of Roman Catholicism and ending
with "What's Wrong With Islam?". In the latter he states that "the author of the Qur'an (Koran) was
at besl ill-informed about Christianity's core teachings and thus did not 'write' infallibly ...
(actually he dictated his 'revelations' since he could neither read nor write)". Prof. Reymond made
a special study of the Koran and what he writes is of special relevance in these days. He quotes
Philip Schaff saying, "whatever is true in the Koran is borrowed from the Bible, what is original is
false or frivolous" (History of the Christian Church, page 181).

Prof. Reymond expresses his love for the Muslims and asks them to examine the Koran as well
as Christian lheology and history to see if what he writes is true and also asks professing Christians
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to read his article because merely to profess Christianity is no guarantee that one's sins are forgiven!
He also quotes from a forthcoming book by Anis Sherrosh (a Christian Arab-American), Islam: a
Threat or a Challenge? He also alerts to the danger of the increase in Muslims in the US (a 300%
increase in just 6 years) and says (quoting Sherrosh), Islamists have a 20-point plan to take over
America by 2020 and lists some of their terrible proposals; e.g., I. To exterminate America's
freedom of speech by replacing it with state-wide and nation-wide hate crime bills; 2. To wage a
war of words using black leaders; 6. To promote fear of the imminent shut-off of Arab oil - the
lifeblood of the American economy; 12. To propagandize the entire world that the terrorists have
hijacked Islam when in truth Islam has hijacked the terrorists; 15. Instigate riots and demonstrations;
16. To open numerous charities ... but use the donations to support Islamic terror organisations.
Reymond concludes: "If Christians are to turn back the Islamic tide comprised of jihad, the building
of mosques throughout the world, and takeover of America, they must be themselves alert to the
danger Islam is to the West and educate other Christians to this dire threat to our freedoms."

In the paper on Roman Catholicism, he concludes: "I would urgently admonish Christian people
who are concerned for biblical truth to have nothing to do with the Roman Catholic Church and
if they are already in it I would urge them to repudiate its teachings, come out of it, and separate
from it. I would urge that they then unite with a Reformed Church where Christians are taught
that the Bible is the only infallible rule of faith and practice, where the true Gospel is proclaimed"
(page 198).

In another paper (of interest to readers of the Gospel Magazine), the subject is "Why Must
Jesus be God and Man?". After proving man's "total depravity" and "total inability" (doctrines
denied by Romanists and Arrninians) he quotes the first three verses of A. M. Toplady's well-known
hymn "Rock of Ages, Cleft for me" [which first appeared in the Gospel Magazine - ed.], adding,
"It should not be necessary to contend for these truths among Christians, but given the theological
illiteracy and unbelief that everywhere abounds ... it must be underscored that it is the biblical
doctrines of man's total corruption and inability, and real guilt before the high tribunal of heaven
that made necessary the incarnation of the Second Person of the Godhead and the atonement which
He accomplished and applies" (page 143).

Important issues are discussed and the book is useful for Church leaders, theological students and
those who like to think things through, guided by the Holy Scriptures. D.C.R.

Please obtain any books reviewed or advertised from your local Christian bookshop, as we regretfully
are not in a position to supply your requirements.
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