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"Now when the sun was setting, all they that had any sick with divers diseases
brought them unto him: and he laid his hands on every one of them,

and healed them" (Luke 4:40)

THE common people could not reason it all out but knew one thing - that evening
the Lord Jesus had healed them. The news spread like wildfire, and all sick folk
besieged Him.

That roused the enmity of the Jewish religious leaders. They put it about that
He was healing by Satan's power, not God's. He replied straight out that such
devilment was the unforgivable sin against the Holy Ghost. Yet this was their
charge against my blessed Lord years later at His trial, that He was a deceiver of
the people, a tool of darkness.

Satan boldly questions the love and faithfulness of God. The child of God is
healed of sin's spiritual sickness. Satan pooh-poohs it. Will you listen to his
suggestions? Will you indulge them for a second? Have you troubles on every
side, distress and sadness? Pause and consider that simple village scene in the
sunset. He healed them all. Not one was beyond His power. You are one of them.
Be glad and do not let Satan's suggestions harm you. Will such love as healed
your soul let you go again? You are safe for ever.

The Lord can and does heal body as well as soul. The devil does miracles of
healing. Islam has its shrines and jinns, and Hindus their gurus. Christian Science,
Jehovah's Witnesses, the sects and the Occult, also have healings.

God's Word in 2 Kings 1:16 says that when King Ahaziah fell through the
window and was sick, he sent messengers to enquire of Baal-zebub, god of Ekron.
So God sent Elijah to him. "And he said unto him, Thus saith the Lord,
Forasmuch as thou hast sent messengers to enquire of Baal-zebub, the god of
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Ekron, is it not because there is no God in Israel to enquire of his word? Therefore
thou shalt not come down off that bed on which thou art gone up, but shalt surely
die. So he died according to the word of the Lord."

Rome left enquiring of the Lord and joined herself to Satan's heathen healings
long ago. The oldest myth about Stonehenge dates from the twelfth century. It is
that the blue stones heal when in connection with water. And there are traces of
both Roman and Middle Ages constructions at Stonehenge. The Church had
absolute power in twelfth century England. Who could have built that structure
without her approval? And what could its use be but to continue primeval heathen
superstition? Indeed every ancient parish church in Britain named St. Mary's was
originally connected with a spring or well, where people sought healing. One feels
for these poor people in the Dark Ages, and the ignorant peasants of various lands
who were so deluded by the priests of Rome.

On 11th February 1858, Mary appeared to a peasant girl at Lourdes. Everyone
has heard of the miracles of healing claimed for Mary in the grotto at Lourdes.
Now the Archbishop of Canterbury is reliably reported to be leading a Church of
England pilgrimage there. The Roman Catholic Church has other such places,
notably in French-speaking Canada, in the Balkans and in Portugal. They are
nothing short of idol factories and major money spinners. The official claim for
healings at Lourdes is very low indeed. But in all such churches there are huge
quantities of crutches, wheelchairs, artificial limbs and other discarded objects
adorning the walls. The impression given is of multitudes healed.

Rome long ago set up her Ekrons, but now Canterbury is off to enquire of Baal
zebub. Hosea 4:17 says, "Ephraim is joined to idols: let him alone".

Were Rome to say, "Let every sin sick soul go direct to Christ for healing! For
your bodily ailments go to Him, and resort to the skills He has given to our
doctors"! Why then, her shrines would shut, her priests and Pope be redundant,
and her coffers empty. She depends on not letting the soul deal direct with the
Healer of Galilee.

Oh Canterbury! Is Iehovah Rophi not sufficient?

---e---

• WORSHIP AND THE GIFTS •
A SERMON BY THE EDITOR

"The manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal"
(1 Corinthians 12:7)

OLDER Christians I talk with often confide to me that they are troubled about
their churches. They say they have not remained in the old paths. The churches
would deny the charge indignantly. Change has only been made to make it easier
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for outsiders to feel welcome, and to get young people in. They feel they have
remained faithful to New Testament teaching. Older Christians are not
unsympathetic with all this, and keep their thoughts to themselves, but feel
unwanted. Many say they are seldom or never visited at home by their minister.

One reason for this state of affairs is a misunderstanding of the gifts of the
Spirit. There is great need to look again at the subject through the eyes of
Scripture. It comes up in several places in the Epistles, showing it was a burning
issue even then. Churches have not changed over the centuries.

The Apostle, in writing to the Corinthians who were in a hopeless mess over
the spiritual gifts, starts by saying they needed teaching, "I would not have you
ignorant, brethren". He does not start by saying, "be more like the world outside".

Instead he says, you have brought your old unconverted ways into your church
services. What does he mean? Before they were saved, the Corinthians thought of
spirituality as being high on something. They regard touch with the divine as a
product of loss of inhibitions. They thought irrationality was the way to God.
Plato, the greatest of the Greek thinkers taught in his Phaedrus, "It is through
manic ecstasy, the divine possession, that the greatest blessings come to us". And
in Timaeus he says, "no one in possession of his rational mind has reached divine
and true exaltation". To them, it was being led by irresistible impulses. The
Apostle says, "Ye know that ye were Gentiles, carried away to these dumb idols,
even as ye were led". That word "led" means "carried away". Lucian, the Roman
philosopher and enemy of Christ in his Via10gue of the Dead, said that in heathen
worship, "A demon (a sort of god) carries us away wherever he wills and it is
impossible to resist him". The Corinthians and far too many churches today think
youth culture, with its music, turning off the brain, getting carried away, ecstasy,
and even raving, are the way to seeking the Holy Spirit. That troubled the Apostle,
and still does.

Then he says that you have utterly misunderstood the Lord Jesus. The
Corinthians could stand up in the service and "call Jesus accursed". And the rest
accepted that because they felt that if a thing was said with a sort of manic fervor,
then the utterance was Spirit-inspired. It sounds incredible and far-fetched.
Charles Simeon, the Cambridge clergyman who is the father of all evangelical
churches in the Church of England today, said, when he preached on this text, that
as it could not happen today, he would miss that bit out and go on. But the Apostle
is saying that world-friendly services show a total misunderstanding of the Lord
Jesus. The fashionable idea then was that at His baptism the Christ came upon the
man Jesus, but left Him before the cross. Thus Jesus the man was under the curse
of Deuteronomy 21:23: "For he that is hanged is accursed." So they could safely
curse Jesus whilst honouring Christ. Today it seems they feel if an utterance is
sincere and fervent enough, then it is from the Holy Spirit.

The Apostle says the object of your services where you exercise the gifts is just
the opposite. It is to show "Jesus is Lord". Now that phrase in songs, banners and
on lips is frequent in modern worship. But the meaning is missed. It means
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honouring Him before any other consideration. A quiet, holy reverence, falling at
His feet as one dead.

Real believers want to go to church to confess "Jesus is Lord", in the fullest
possible sense, not to have a clergyman like a TV personality working up an
atmosphere that is very informal and over-familiar with the Almighty. That only
demonstrates he has not properly grasped who Jesus is.

The Apostle Paul says your third mistake is over God. Here is the earliest
statement in any Epistle from which we get the doctrine of the Trinity. "The same
Spirit ... same Lord ... same God." The word "same" emphasizes God's Unity.
"It is the same God which worketh all in all." Services above all must reflect the
Unity of the Godhead in keeping the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. Not
making true Christians feel unwanted.

The Apostle at the same time states that the gifts have three qualities. That is
they are free, are for ministering, and are powerful. So he says, "There are
diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit". The word "gifts" emphasizes they are
freely given, not anything to boast about. The church is not a stage on which to
act and show off one's gift. Not for showmanship, but to honour Jesus as Lord.
Keep the world out of services.

"There are differences of administrations, but the same Lord." "Adminis
trations" emphasizes serving as a servant, like our blessed Master when He girded
Himself with a towel and took the slave's position in washing His disciples' feet.
The emphasis today is on growth and youth. This has left many older Christians
rarely if ever visited, and feeling they are regarded as unimportant.

"But it is the same God which worketh all in all." The word "worketh"
emphasizes the miraculous power in the gift. Older people feel there used to be a
power in the service and in the preachers which is lacking now. The old services
and preachers searched their hearers' hearts by the power of the Holy Ghost.
Services had a power, missing today. I say "Holy Ghost power", because as you
read this passage, you will come to verse 11, "but all these [gifts] worketh that one
and the selfsame Spirit". He is the source of every gift.

Our verse 7 sums up all the errors in churches today. The position of emphasis
in the original is first in the sentence "to every man". We cannot get that emphatic
position over in a translation. The most important idea here is that no one has a
monopoly of the gifts. Each individual Christian has their particular gift. The next
emphatic position is the end of the sentence, "to profit withal", or "for the
common good". The gift is not given as a private possession, but for the benefit
of all. Were those two matters understood today, we would not find driven-out
Christians in every locality. But we do.

What is most misunderstood today is "the manifestation of the Spirit". They
seem to believe it means that by us using our gift the Holy Spirit is revealed to all.
Anyone who attends these services goes away with the impression man is the
centre. So the emphasis is on "we". We make manifest the Spirit for the common
good. That is a possible but most unlikely meaning here. The meaning is that the
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Holy Spirit manifests Himself to us by His gifts for the common good. For
Scripture never says we use the Holy Spirit, but that He uses us. That is why we
say modern services are not God centred.

Thus "the manifestation of the Spirit is given". Whilst the words mean we are
not to hide the gift, but show it, it is a gift received, not a matter of boasting of the
possession of gifts, or using them to thrust ourselves forward. We are mere
stewards. The Holy Spirit uses us to minister His gifts to each other.

Cease approaching the gifts by arguments on whether they have disappeared or
not. Start where the great Apostle starts. The gifts are to make our services as
different as possible to the world, to humble and unite us, and to give importance
to each last member. Above all they are given to direct our worship away from
self, and to worship Jesus as Lord, and God as Trinity in Unity and Diversity.
Those are the essentials the Apostle lays before us.

Seek to exercise your gift for others by the power of God. If services were of
that pattern they would lead from the world's fashion and bring all to confess
Jesus as Lord in utter obedience to His lightest wish in His Word. We would
be reverent and self-effacing, not with noise and showmanship in imitation of
this world and its unhallowed ways. Lord God, change the churches! May they
rise up before the grey hairs of their old and faithful members. May they honour
Jesus as Lord.

---e---

CAN ANY READER HELP?

The photo shown on the left was
sent from Canada by the possessor
of the oil painting a few years ago. I
only very recently learnt from Mr.
David Clemence, our typesetter, that
pictures do not add to the cost of
production, so have ventured to
publish it. Can anyone identify this
painting or shed any light on the
man portrayed?

Although this reproduction of the
painting is not clear enough to
show it, the copperplate black ink
handwriting on the book before the
gentleman reads: "The Gospel
Magazine".

- The Editor
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• FOR YOUNGER READERS •

CARINE MACKENZIE

THE SURE AND STEADFAST ANCHOR

HAVE you ever been on a sea journey - on a big ship or just in a little dinghy?
An essential piece of equipment on any ship is the anchor. It is a metal claw-like
device which grips the sea-bed and secures the boat. In a rowing boat, the anchor
can be quite small but a large ocean-going liner needs several huge heavy anchors
to keep the ship safe.

The chain or rope that attaches the anchor to the ship is also important. The ship
must be connected to the anchor. There is no point in throwing the anchor
overboard without it being connected to the ship.

The purpose of the anchor is to stop the ship drifting into danger - perilous
rocks, rough seas, hidden sand bars and dangerous currents must be avoided.

When the anchor is doing its work it is unseen - out of sight on the sea-bed.
In Hebrews chapter 6 we read about an important anchor - an anchor of the

soul. This anchor is sure and steadfast, doing its work unseen but very effectively.
Our lives can be full of turmoil, like a stormy sea. There are temptations and
problems that can lead us to disaster or cause us to drift off course. We need a firm
strong anchor to keep us safe.

Our anchor is the hope set before us in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. This hope
connects us with the most holy place of God, the inner sanctuary behind the veil.
Jesus is the strong steadfast One who has gone into this holy place on our behalf.
When He died on the cross the veil of the temple was rent in two from the top to
the bottom, opening up our access to God.

Jesus as our High Priest made a sacrifice for sin, once and for all. He is making
continual intercession for His people before the throne of God.

When we flee to Christ in repentance and receive His mercy and forgiveness,
then we are taking hold of this hope, this anchor for our soul.

When we experience the storms of life - whether illness or sadness or hurtful
situations - the anchor of our soul will keep us safe and secure. When the devil
tempts us, we should depend heavily on our anchor, the Lord Jesus, to keep us
from drifting into sin or despair.

God's promises are sure and He will never let us down. Jesus Christ is faithful,
and if we belong to Him and have that connection to Him, "we hold fast the
confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end" (Hebrews 3:6).

BIBLE SEARCH

God has given His people many promises. Find the missing word from the
following promises. The initial letter of your answers will spell out two words
connected to the story.
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1. There hath not failed one word of his good promise, which he
promised by the hand of Moses his servant. 1 Kings 8:56.

2. Draw to God and he will draw nigh to you. James 4:8.

3. All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me
I will in no wise out. John 6:37.

4. Delight thyself also in the Lord; and he shall give thee the desires of thine
_____ . Psalm 37:4.

5. Having loved his which were in the world, he loved them unto
the end. John 13:1.

6. But my God shall supply all your need according to his
glory by Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:19.

7. He that keepeth thee will not . Psalm 121:3.

_____ lll

8. For God so loved the world, that he gave his begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish but have everlasting life.
John 3:16.

9. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from all . 1 John 1:9.

10. I will never thee nor forsake thee. Hebrews 13:5.

---e---

• EXCEEDING •

MAURICE HANDFORD

IT is sometimes profitable to trace the use of one word in the Bible - there is much
to learn from this method of study, it often brings new thoughts to light. Let us
consider the word "Exceeding". When one begins to trace the word in Scripture
we soon realise that there is nothing sparing about the grace of God or the love of
Christ. We read of:

1. Exceeding joy (Matthew 2:10)

"When they saw the star they rejoiced with exceeding joy." This marked the
beginning of real gladness - the Saviour had been born.

Whenever Christ is in His rightful place in our lives there is exceeding joy. It
is possible to have joy even in adverse circumstances. In spite of fetters and a
bleeding back we read "at midnight Paul and Silas prayed and sang praises unto
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God and the prisoners heard them". Christ facing the awful realities of
Gethsemane and Calvary speaks of "My joy".

True Christians ought to be cheerful people - such an attitude of heart
commends the Gospel. Bishop Ryle said that gloomy Christians are like the spies
in the Old Testament who brought an evil report of the land! What then is the
source of your joy?

2. Exceeding sinfulness ofsin (Romans 7:13)

Paul, in spite of his brilliant mind, never saw sin as it really is until his spiritual
eyes were opened by the Holy Spirit. The natural man, he says, is insensitive to
spiritual things, he needs divine illumination.

The Apostle is not content only to speak of sin, but will have us see it as
something hateful, detestable and intolerable. The cross explains the nature of sin
- it is only merely a mistake, a blunder or an accident. It is something much
deeper and serious, it is the abominable thing that God hates.

If we would see sin in its true colours we must look at the cross. There we see
the exceeding sinfulness of sin. Christ in bearing our sin was forsaken of God.
There is nothing cheap about redemption - it may cost us nothing but we need to
remember that it cost Christ everything.

3. The exceeding power of God (Ephesians 1:19)

There is a lovely phrase in one of the collects which declares that God shows His
almighty power most chiefly in showing mercy and pity. In ourselves we are weak
and powerless but there is strength available for us in Him. This power enables us
to live for Him and to serve Him acceptably and with a quiet mind.

The Lord assured Paul - "My grace is sufficient for thee, My strength is made
perfect in weakness" and as a result Paul was enabled to turn his trials into
triumphs. The sufficiency that God gives is not bare adequacy but large beyond
expectation. God often works with broken reeds. When we know ourselves weak
we have in effect taken the first step towards strength. In our limitations the power
of God finds unlimited scope.

4. The exceeding ability of God (Ephesians 3:20)
What a rich and radiant passage this is! Here is another instance in which
language limps and fails. Who can measure the resources of God? There is
an inexhaustible fulness in Him. His ability, says the Apostle, is even beyond
our imagination.

We ought to encourage our faith by considering afresh His all-sufficiency and
almighty power. No situation is beyond Him. He can always find a way to help
His people. He is not a prisoner in His own world.

The "exceeding ability" of this verse is in connection with prayer. Our best
asking falls immeasurably short of the Father's giving. We are challenged to
great praying and God is pledged to great answering. We should not trifle in
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prayer - the promise stands, "open thy mouth wide and I will fill it". Our desires
will never overtake God's bounty. God's giving surpasses immeasurably our
thought and our petition.

Let us thank God afresh for the wealth that is ours in Christ.

---e---

• WAS IT REALLY NECESSARY? •
THOUGHTS ON THE REFORMATION

Dr. EDWARD DOWSE (Isleworth)

CHRISTIANITY is the religion of the Gospel. The Gospel was defined by
William Tyndale, the Bible Translator, as "good merry, glad and joyful tidings,
that maketh a man's heart glad, and maketh him to dance and sing and leap
for joy". "Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, evermore His praises sing", we
might add.

But as time passed, a change came. Righteousness was no longer regarded as a
state of acceptance with God, brought about through faith in Jesus Christ as
Saviour from sin. It became something to be acquired by good works, something
to be hoped for in heaven, not something to be sure about. Similarly, the idea of
sin was influenced by Roman law rather than by Scripture. Sin was classified as
venial or mortal, and the punishment for sin carried both a temporary penalty and
an eternal penalty. This change of outlook coincided with a new view of the
sacraments. A person was regarded as having been justified, that is, accounted
righteous, by baptism, but this state of righteousness was lost by mortal sin and
could only be restored by the sacrament of penance. Venial sin, on the other
hand, had to be "worked off' by good works. There would never be enough time
in life to complete this process, so venial sin would have to be paid for by
suffering in Purgatory after death. Mortal sin, however, carried a temporary
penalty which the sacrament of penance could not reach, and therefore it had to
be punished in Purgatory. A person dying in mortal sin, without absolution by a
priest, was destined for hell. The priest in confession had the power of absolution,
just as a Roman judge, sitting in his curule chair, had the power of life and death,
the ius gladii.

The result of this change of outlook was to make the penitent confessing his
sin, full of anxiety, and to give to the priest enormous power, that of giving or
refusing God's forgiveness for sin. The original joyful certainly of acceptance
with God was lost, and the individual faced death with anxiety. To say that one
was sure of their salvation was regarded as presumption.

The Lord's Supper was, as its name implies, the gathering of Christians around
the Lord's table on His day. Christians did what He told them to do, meeting in
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His name and receiving the Bread and Wine in remembrance of Him. But as time
went on, it was thought that a mystical change took place in the bread and wine
by virtue of their consecration by a priest. Instead of signifying the body and
blood of Christ, it was thought that they actually became the body and blood by
a process known as transubstantiation. This became the official doctrine of the
Church in 1215. At the same time the Supper was regarded as a sacrifice, the
sacrifice of the Mass, and this was acknowledged as the doctrine of the Church
by the Council of Trent in the sixteenth century. Once again, the power of the
priest became enormous. Instead of being a preacher of the Gospel he became
a sacrificing official. It is worth noting that the word "priest" has a double
meaning. In Greek the word hiereus means a sacrificing individual and this word
is never used in the New Testament of a Christian minister. On the other hand
"priest" is used in the Prayer Book, and it is used as the equivalent of the Greek
presbuteros which means an "elder". The English word "minister" describes
someone who has been called and ordained to minister in the Church as bishop,
priest or deacon, or pastor.

The Reformation began when Tetzel, the agent of the Pope, began to sell
"indulgences" which he claimed would release souls from Purgatory. Luther
attacked this teaching, nailing up his ninety-five theses on the door of the castle
church. The Reformation was a revolt against Purgatory and Transubstantiation
and the power of priesthood because people had begun to read and study the
Bible and they found a great contrast between what they read and what went on
around them. The printing of the Bible and its distribution raised the question of
authority. In course of time authority had come to mean chiefly the authority of
the Pope, who had originally been simply the Bishop of Rome but had gradually
acquired hegemony over Italy and what was left of the western Empire. Hobbes
described the Papacy as "the ghost of Caesarism, hooded and sceptred". With the
break-up of the Roman Empire the popes stepped into the place vacated by the
emperors. Some of the popes were able men such as Leo I or Gregory I, but as
Lord Acton said, "All power corrupts; absolute power corrupts absolutely". Men
like Innocent III claimed enormous power and occasions arose for them to use it.
Boniface VIII said it was absolutely necessary for salvation that every soul should
be subject to the Roman pontiff. But the time came when the threat of Papal wrath
was no longer effective. The authority of the Bible, the inspired Word of God, is
the source of truth for the Protestant. And we should notice that a Protestant is a
Christian who witnesses for the truth, as well as one who rejects error. From the
Bible we see that the Church is the Body of Christ and the Temple of the Holy
Spirit. The Prayer Book describes it as "the blessed company of all faithful
people". We are united in fellowship koinovia, as we all share faith in the living
Christ. The Church exists to make Christ known and it must rely at all times on
the power of the Holy Spirit.

There is a great difference between a Protestant minister and a Catholic priest.
The Protestant rejoices in the one sacrifice of Jesus for the sin of the world, a
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sacrifice which can never be repeated. The Catholic doctrine of the sacrifice of the
Mass, however, seeks to add to, or in some way to complete, what was done once
and for all, and done perfectly. The word ephapax, "once for all", is a key word,
as the Prayer Book makes clear. It really is necessary to be a Protestantl

---e---

• THE EVERLASTING COVENANT •

HI will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies
ofDavid" (Isaiah 55:3)

Notes ofa sermon preached at St. Barnabas' Church, Openshaw,
Nr. Manchester, on Lord's Day, 27th August, 1865, by William Parks, Rector

I DARE say some of you know what it is to search your Bibles for some
comforting message from God. Your prayer has been, "Lord speak, for thy servant
heareth." "Lord, let me have but a little word from thee and it will suffice!" Ay,
and you know too what it is to be kept waiting - waiting in painful suspense. You
know what it is to feel what you so often express in the beautiful language of the
Communion Service of our church: "The burden of them is intolerable!" You
want the Lord's manifest presence to remove the burden - you want Him, in short,
to give you a renewed sense of His pardoning mercy. Tell me, is it not especially
consoling to hear the Lord at such a time speak to you, or bring before your mind
such a passage as my text? 0 yes! You then get a foretaste of heaven you feel that
love of God that passeth knowledge, and you want to be away, and be in the
bosom of your Lord for ever! Precious moments! But like all precious moments,
preceded by the most painful, and sometimes agonizing, suspense! Well, they are
worth waiting for. They will amply repay us for all the affliction, trial, and
temptation we are called upon to endure.

Now to the text.
1. I will explain it.
n. Make some improvement of it.

/. Explanation of the text

"I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David."
To whom is this wonderously gracious promise made? The context at once tells
us: "Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no
money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and
without price. Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your
labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat that
which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness" (Isaiah 55:1,2). These
are the parties. They are three:
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1. They that thirst.
2. They that have no money.
3. They that are anxious, but ignorant, as to the perfection of God's work in

redemption.
Now for a word of explanation.
(1) They that thirst, that is, they that thirst after the living waters, as David: "As

the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, 0 God!"
(Psalm 42: 1). "My soul thirsteth for thee, 0 God; my flesh longeth for thee in a
dry and thirsty land where no water is" (Psalm 43: Iff). Brethren, it is to such the
promise of our text is made, to such are these sweet words spoken.

(2). Again, "He that hath no money, that is, not literally, but spiritually.
"Money" is here put forth for any equivalent for any thing desired or to be
received. The expression means to describe those that are conscious of their
inability to save themselves, and are standing aloof, afraid to come to God
because they have nothing to offer him. "Ho!" says God, "come unto me," etc.
It is as if He had said to some one in this congregation, who, painfully conscious
of his or her unworthiness, but yet was waiting to accumulate some good
works together that they might be presented to God as a sort of letter of
recommendation. "Ho," says God, "never mind your incapacity and your beggary,
come to Me just as you are."

(3). Again, there is a third party addressed. "They who spend money for that
which is not bread." They who are misdirecting their efforts in striving to attain
life, being ignorant of the Gospel scheme. "Money" here is put for zeal, and "that
which is not bread" for a spurious gospel. These parties are really in earnest about
their souls. They are toiling and working with the best intentions, but being
ignorant of God's plan of salvation, they can never have comfort and satisfaction
till they get to know that plan. How many thousands of such are there! "Ho," says
God, "Come unto me and your soul shall live."

Now it is God that creates this longing, yet He sometimes does not perfect His
work for years and years.

I have known people exactly in this way. They wanted to know God. There
could be no mistake about their sincerity, but lacking light they were in a state of
bondage for years. But when the fulness of time came, they learnt what God's
plan of salvation is; they hearkened unto God; they inclined their ear, and came
to Him and heard; and their soul began really to enjoy life!

Such is the way God deals with His people.
And now for the great promise of our text: "I will make an everlasting covenant

with you, even the sure mercies of David."
"Ah, but," says some poor timid, contrite sinner, "Ah, but what about this

covenant between me and God? You know I can never faithfully fulfill my part of
it. I am continually breaking down. The covenant will be null, and void very soon
if aught depends upon me."

To whom I reply:
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1. Poor fearing soul, do not be alarmed. If this covenant were to be dissolved
so easily as you imagine, it would not be an everlasting covenant, but a
temporary one.

2. Cannot you see that the mercies promised are said to be "sure"?
3. You have been given spiritual life, which will enable you to perform, and

that continually, your part of the covenant; and what think you is that? Belief
in the Lord Jesus Christ. Belief in the righteousness of God.

I think it is of the utmost importance that we should all have this great fact
written upon our memories as with a pen of a diamond - "keeping the covenant
of God" is nothing more nor less than believing with the heart upon the Great
Covenant Keeper, even Jesus Christ. Men are said to keep the covenant inasmuch
as they are in Christ, and being parts and parcels of Him, they virtually observe
and do and keep what He observes and does and keeps. Christ fulfilled every jot
and tittle of the law for His people, and inasmuch as He and they are one, they
keep the covenant that He keeps.

Think deeply of this great truth, my brethren, and you will be saved many an
anxious thought!° how often has my own soul been filled with fear and trembling until I
discovered this great secret! Why, if it be not so, there is no comfort in the Gospel.
It is nothing but building up and pulling down again. Nothing but pardoning and
condemning. Nothing but making up and falling out. Nothing but miserable,
wretched, unsatisfying uncertainty, vagueness, and contradiction. Remember
then, brethren, that as long as we can believe in Jesus with our hearts we are
keeping the covenant. "But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to
everlasting upon· them that fear him, and his righteousness unto children's
children; to such as keep his covenant, and to those that remember his
commandments to do them" (Psalm 103:18-19).

But look again. "The sure mercies of David." What are they?
They may be all summed up in the promise of everlasting life. Salvation! The

mercy of mercies! They are called the sure mercies of David because David was
the father and a type of Christ. "David" here is put for Christ, as he is in many
other places in Scripture; and the simple meaning is, "I will give you the sure
mercies that are the purchase of Christ's blood," that is, the hidden manna to
satisfy your hungry soul, and the rivers of pleasure to quench your spiritual thirst,
and the heavenly mansions wherein both soul and body will be received by-and
by, into which Christ your forerunner is now entered!

See, also, they are "sure". Ay, the promise is infallibly sure, and cannot
miscarry. "Sure to all the seed." 0, brethren, remember that they are as sure as
God can make them. The Father by a sure and immutable decree has predestinated
His people to eternal life. The Son has united them to Himself, so that they are as
sure of heaven as He. The Holy Ghost, by His resistless efficacy, takes possession
of their hearts, and abides with them for ever (John 14:16, 17).
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11. Let us now make some improvement of the words ofour text
Dear hearers, in this little Scripture we have the entire Gospel, the very essence
of those "good tidings of great joy" which are revealed in the economy of mercy
for poor helpless sinners. God is here addressing every thirsting and hungering
soul, every sensible sinner, to cast his whole burden of sin upon, and place his
entire confidence in, the great David, whom He has elected as a witness, or leader
and commander of His people. Bread is not more adapted to appease the appetite
of the hungry man, water not more adapted to satisfy the cravings of the thirsty,
than the salvation that is in Jesus is to meet the wants of guilty and perishing
sinners! ° let it not be clogged with conditions. Let it not be limited when God
has not limited it. Let no man dare mar its beauty, its power, its efficacy, its
freeness, or it fulness. But let poor sinners be encouraged to say, each for himself:

"Lo! glad I come: and Thou, blest Lamb,
Shalt take me to Thee as I am;
Nothing but sin I Thee can give,
Nothing but love shall I receive."

(Cennick)

But now the question comes. Is God addressing us in this Scripture? Ay, and it
is not only the young and half-taught who thus ask, but old and experienced
Christians. The fact is that poor Christians experience so much "wear and tear",
so much waste of life, by reason of the world, the flesh, and the devil, that they
are often asking such a question, and seeking for renewed assurances of their
interest in the "sure mercies of David".

Now, dear brethren, the question may very readily be answered one way or the
other. For instance:

1. Are we like unto the parties here indicated?
2. Are we thirsting after the waters of life?
3. Are we inclined to accept salvation as a free gift. "Without money and

without price?" .
4. Are we willing to give ear to the Glorious One who speaks?
5. Are we conscious of our incapacity to do aught towards our own salvation?

If so, then I am certain that God is addressing us! Ay, as certain as if He had
spoken to us by our individual names!

0, brethren, you who thus feel, be assured your souls shall live, live for ever in
joy unspeakable and full of glory! The Holy Ghost has made you what you are,
sensible, humble, hearing, thirsty, hungry, believing. The God with whom you
have to do is liberal, bountiful, wonderfully gracious, keeping mercy for
thousands, and pardoning iniquity, transgression, and sin through the Glorious
David's worth and intercession, whom he has elected, to be your King and your
Redeemer for ever and for ever!
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• EXPOSTULATION •
Part IV

WILLIAM COWPER

Hast thou by statue shoved from its design,
The Saviour's feast, His own blest bread and wine,
And made the symbols of atoning grace
An office-key, a picklock to a place,
That infidels may prove their title good
By an oath dipp'd in sacramental blood?
A blot that will be still a blot, in spite
Of all that grave apologists may write;
And though a bishop toil'd to cleanse the stain,
He wipes and scours the silver cup in vain.
And hast thou sworn, on every slight pretence,
Till perjuries are common as bad pence,
While thousands, careless of the damning sin,
Kiss the book's outside, who ne'er look within?

Hast thou, when Heaven has clothed thee with disgrace,
And, long provoked, repaid thee to thy face
(For thou hast known eclipses, and endured
Dimness and anguish, all thy beams obscured,
When sin has shed dishonour on thy brow;
And never of a sabler hue than now),
Hast thou, with heart perverse and conscience sear'd,
Despising all rebuke, still persevered,
And, having chosen evil, scorn'd the voice
That cried, Repent! - and gloried in thy choice?
Thy fastings, when calamity at last
Suggests the expedient of a yearly fast,
What mean they? Canst thou dream there is a power
In lighter diet at a later hour,
To charm to sleep the threatening of the skies,
And hide past folly from all-seeing eyes?
The fast that wins deliverance, and suspends
The stroke that a vindictive God intends,
Is to renounce hypocrisy; to draw
Thy life upon the pattern of the law;
To war with pleasure, idolized before;
To vanquish lust, and wear its yoke no more.
All fasting else, whate'er be the pretence,
Is wooing mercy by renew'd offence.

195
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Hast thou within thee sin, that in old time
Brought fire from heaven, the sex-abusing crime,
Whose horrid perpetration stamps disgrace,
Baboons are free from, upon human race?
Think on the fruitful and well-water'd spot
That fed the flocks and herds of wealthy Lot,
Where Paradise seem'd still vouchsafed on earth,
Burning and scorch'd into perpetual dearth,
Or, in his words who damn'd the base desire,
Suffering the vengeance of eternal fire:
Then nature, injured, scandalized, defiled,
Unveil'd her blushing cheek, look'd on, and smiled;
Beheld with joy the lovely scene defaced,
And praised the wrath that laid her beauties waste.

Far be the thought from any verse of mine,
And farther still the form'd and fix'd design,
To thrust the charge of deeds that I detest
Against an innocent unconscious breast,
The man that dares traduce, because he can
With safety to himself, is not a man:
An individual is a sacred mark,
Not to be pierced in play, or in the dark;
But public censure speaks a public foe,
Unless a zeal for virtue guide the blow.

The priestly brotherhood, devout, sincere,
From mean self-interest and ambition clear,
Their hope in heaven, servility their scorn,
Prompt to persuade, expostulate, and warn,
Their wisdom pure, and given them from above,
Their usefulness ensured by zeal and love,
As meek as the man Moses, and withal
As bold as in Agrippa's presence Paul,
Should fly the world's contaminating touch,
Holy and unpolluted: - are thine such?
Except a few with Eli's spirit blest,
Hophni and Phineas may describe the rest.

Where shall a teacher look, in days like these,
For ears and hearts that he can hope to please?
Look to the poor - the simple and the plain
Will hear perhaps thy salutary strain:
Humility is gentle, apt to learn,
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Speak but the word, will listen and return.
Alas! not so; the poorest of the flock
Are proud, and set their faces as a rock;
Denied that earthly opulence they choose,
God's better gift they scoff at and refuse.
The rich, the produce of a nobler stem,
Are more intelligent, at least - try them.
Oh vain inquiry! they without remorse
Are altogether gone a devious course;
Where beckoning pleasure leads them, wildly stray;
Have burst the bands, and cast the yoke away.

• To BE CONTINUED •

---e---

• ANNE BOLEYN •
ONE SHORT LIFE THAT CHANGED THE

ENGLISH-SPEAKING WORLD

An extended review ofthe book having the above title by
Colin Hamer, published by Day One Publications. Paperback.

£7.00. ISBN 9781846250835.

DAVID C. RELF (Croydon)
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THE title may seem extreme at first but the author in this workmanlike biography
makes a good case based on the works of modem historians. Few today appreciate
the benefit we all have from the Reformation and the part played by Anne Boleyn
in the providence of God is told in this book. Her father, Sir Thomas Boleyn, of
Hever, a diplomat, linguist and expert in law, sent her to France in 1514 to the
French court to improve her education, where she met Margaret of Angouleme,
sister of the staunch Romanist Francis I, and afterwards Queen of Navarre who
ruled the Low Countries on behalf of her 13-year-old nephew, the future Emperor
Charles V and Holy Roman Emperor. She, however, was influenced by the
Reformers, Luther and Calvin, and others, in the midst of the Romanist French
court, openly promoting her faith and supported evangelical efforts helping to
protect the Reformers. She saw that the Bible was God's Word and loved the
doctrine of Justification by Faith. The author says that Anne also came to know
for herself "that same joy Margaret had ... at the French court; she saw for
herself that faith was placed in the heart by the Holy Spirit" (page 33). In the
providence of God she returned seven years later, having been converted to the
truths of the Gospel.
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Anne lived in the time of the powerful Henry VIII who, in his earlier days, had
been forced to marry his deceased brother's widow, the Spanish Princess
Katharine of Aragon. This was considered to be contrary to Scripture but the
pope of the day presumptuously gave a Dispensation for the marriage. When he
had no male heir after 15 years, Henry began to think it was because he had
gone against God's will by marrying Katharine and looked for someone else. It
has been said (not in this book) that the pope privately advised Henry "to marry
again without waiting for the divorce and promising to confirm it - no doubt
because (cardinal) Wolsey's warning that he would otherwise lose England.
Much disgraceful manoeuvering followed" (The Christian Church and the See of
Rome, by C. Leopold Clarke, page 161). It was to be six years before Henry
married Anne.

Margaret was impressed with Anne and gave her access to her large collection
of books and she came into contact with important people as well as composers
and artists, but not for long. Her father brought her home from Hever in 1521 and
as they rode on horseback through muddy lanes in Kent neither would have had
any idea of their being involved in one of the great dramas of English history.
Anne would herself be responsible for some of the "tumultuous events that
changed the nation's history for ever, her new-found faith leading her to an early
death - the first Queen of England to be executed" (page 37). This led to the end
of the Middle Ages and paved the way for the Reformation of the Church and
nation which was to follow in the Lord's purposes. She became Lady in Waiting
to Queen Katharine - her duties consisted of making elegant conversation,
singing and playing musical instruments and taking part in masques and dancing.
Anne was a well educated young woman, knowing many languages and attracting
attention - not least from Henry.

Outside the heady world of Henry VIII's court there were almost 3 million
souls living in rural areas in England, most struggling to make a living and beset
by popery and ignorance which had changed little down the centuries. "It was
dominated by a medieval Catholicism where superstition, the worship of idols and
relics, widespread ignorance and immorality were the order of the day" (page 12)
and this was acknowledged even by Romanist historians. But England was about
to change and the next 150 years would see the most momentous events - years
that were subsequently labelled the English Reformation. Martin Luther's 95
Theses, outlining the unscriptural nature of Roman Catholic doctrine, set the
religious world aflame and the invention of printing had aided the production of
books and tracts. Anne had read some of this "new learning" while in France and
later brought these banned books into Henry VIII's court and soon Henry had
started to take note. "There followed a rapidly unfolding sequence of events that
set the course for England to become a home for the Gospel for the benefit of the
post-medieval world, a course that meant that this small country, in religion,
politics, and trade, has had an influence far out of proportion to its geographical
size or population for the last 500 years" (page 14).
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Hundreds of monasteries and convents, many of them hotbeds of vice and
corruption, were opened up by Henry but he (and Anne supporting him) wanted
to reform rather than close them. For example, when a delegation of abbots and
priors came to see Anne personally she took the opportunity to criticise their
corruption and resistance to Protestant Gospel teaching but left them with the
closing remark, "Until such time as you shall cleanse and purify your corrupt life
and doctrine, God will not cease to send His plagues upon you to your utter
subversion" (page 92). (What a warning to our nation today, as our once favoured
nation was, but now departing from the Lord.)

Later it was said that without Anne's personal and ever-present support it is
extremely doubtful that Henry would "have had the courage and tenacity to make
the final break with Rome" and "with profound and lasting consequences for the
nation" (page 57), quoting from Starkey, a modern historian.

Anne pursued with vigour, and some success, the cause of the Gospel during
her time of influence at the Tudor court (page 96). Her chaplain (William
Latymer) said she was constantly reading the French Bible and other improving
books and encouraged her ladies to read them as well. After writing of her love to
the Bible and her doctrinal position, the author sums up her faith in action under
several headings, including the follows: She was the catalyst in the break with
Rome; key figures could count on her support; she pressed Henry to protect
evangelicals at home and abroad; influenced key Church appointments; saw the
Bible in English as a goal; promoted the trade in Bibles and evangelical books;
was keen to see the monasteries reformed, not dissolved; and was concerned
about education and sought to influence Parliament on behalf of the poor.
Latymer said that "Anne and Henry never dined without some argument of
Scripture thoroughly debated" (page 98).

After the failure to produce a male heir to the throne, Henry had other ideas 
some put into his head by Thomas Cromwell (who had succeeded the disgraced
cardinal Wolsey), who proceeded with ruthless effect to plot the death of
Queen Anne. There was a cull of the Boleyn faction at court and the promotion of
the Seymours - Henry was already showing an interest in Jane Seymour.
At her trial Anne effectively and with quiet dignity denied the false charges
brought by Cromwell but the verdict was a foregone conclusion. Anne and
several others were cruelly put to death. So died a young Queen, not yet 36,
who had done so much in the Lord's hands for the spread of the Gospel. Very
soon after Henry married Jane Seymour and their son was later to become
Edward VI whose beneficial reign was (with Cranmer's help) to contribute so
much to the spread of the Gospel. It must also be remembered that Anne's
daughter, Elizabeth, was later to become Queen Elizabeth who, though she
could be severe at times, did so much to further the Gospel that took root after
the spread of the "Holy Reformation" (so-called by Convocation). She reigned for
45 years and survived many papal plots, including that of the papal (Spanish)
Armada of 1588.
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Anne maintained relations with Cranmer and with the bold preacher Hugh
Latimer and many others. One Reformer who had high esteem for Anne was
William Tyndale, who declared that no one . . . had declared with so much
decision as the Queen in favour of his translation of the New Testament which he
sent to England for the Queen's acceptance (it now remains in the Library of the
British Museum). Tyndale's robust response to the Roman priest who put the
"church" above the Bible is well known: "If God spares my life I will make the
boy who drives the plough know more of the Scriptures than you do." Tyndale
was put to death at the behest of the Roman Church at Vilvorde (d'Aubigne,
Reformation in England, Volume 2, Banner of Truth edition, page 264).

This shows (though not mentioned in the book specifically) the fatal clinging
of the human mind to a worldly religious system that grew up over the previous
centuries in a corrupt church that never knew the Bible and its inspiring and
gracious teachings with the message of hope which led in the Lord's hands to our
greatness as a nation, expanding over the globe and spreading the Bible and the
English Common Law for the benefit of all.

This is a useful book, although it uses quotations from the NIV, but we must
record a minor blip - the author says that Mary I acquired "the nickname 'Bloody
Mary' for the number of executions of those who opposed her Roman
Catholicism" (page 126). This is true, but as Mary was responsible at the behest
of the Roman church for the cruel burnings at the stake of so many Christians, one
feels the godly "martyrs of Jesus" who "loved not their lives unto the death"
(Revelation 12: 11) did more than this - they were given a vital faith in Christ
which enabled them to defy the wickedness of their priestly oppressors and, in the
words of the godly Bishop Latimer, as he perished next to his colleague in the
flames at the stake in Oxford: "Be of good cheer, Master Ridley ... we shall light
such a candle by God's grace as I trust shall never be put out." May the Lord
enable us to follow on! The words of Bishop Heber come to mind:

"They climbed the steep ascent of heaven,
Through peril, toil and pain.
o God to us may grace be given
To follow in their train."

Wednesday, 10th Feb. 1768. The Lord was very gracious to my soul this afternoon.
His Spirit was the Comforter, and Mr. Erskine's two sermons on The Rainbow of
the Covenant were the channel through which that comfort was conveyed. Amid
my many seasons and long intervals of barrenness and want of joy, God sometimes
makes me glad with the light of His countenance; but, alas, I can to often say, with
him of old concerning such sweet season, "rara hora, brevis mora" ("rare the hour,
short the stay"). I can, though grace, say likewise. A moment's intercourse with
Thee is worth a year's delay.... - Diary of Augustus Toplady
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• GOD KNOWS BEST •
THE "SEPARATED" LIFE OF ANNA SHIPTON

J. E. NORTH (Totton, Hants.)
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WHEN a certain reviewer of Wayside Service, published 1868 said that among
other things the book was most interesting from "its deep piety and the manifest
fellowship of the writer with her God", it summed up in few words the life
and service of a woman whose memorial, as she possibly intended, was to be
her books.

Anna Shipton was born Anna Savage in January 1815 to Edward Savage a
solicitor of Evesham, Worcestershire, and Emma Harrison of Cheltenham,
Gloucestershire, who had married on Christmas Eve four years previously. A son,
Edward Gregory had arrived in February 1814 and one would assume that the
couple was mightily pleased for him to have a playmate in his sister Anna.
However, the family did not remain a happy one for very long, for Emma Savage
died two and half years later leaving two very young children.

The years between Anna's infancy and young adulthood are hazy. She gives
glimpses into these by references to details of God's overarching protection
and keeping during these "loveless" and "lonely" years. Nevertheless, she was
brought up in some degree of comfort, if not wealth. Her father never remarried,
so it can be assumed that she was looked after, at least in her infancy, by relatives
or close friends. The latter may be the case as she was very concerned as to the
great responsibility that was the lot of "God-parents" and before her conversion
showed her displeasure that most did not take their sworn responsibilities
seriously.

Gifted with natural quickness of understanding and a sharp intellect, she made
good use of it. At 12, not only did she read The Times very carefully but
thought deeply about the information she gleaned; for example, having decided
opinions on what was necessary for the poor and unfortunate she read about. Her
love of reading led naturally towards the literary and quite early she began to
write well enough for her first published work to appear in one of the literary
annuals of 1829.

Nothing else seems to appear in print again until she was 22. From 1837
onwards she contributed to a variety of literary annuals and so began to establish
herself as a writer. After her father's death in 1838, although financially
independent, she continued to write because she felt she had "the power of
writing" and saw it as a means of occupation since she "needed an aim". London
then was generally the place to be in order to gain introductions and access to
those who could be of help in getting a firm foothold on the literary ladder. Hence
in 1841 Anna is found living with friends in Marylebone, continuing to write
mainly poetry but also a few short stories. According to an acquaintance, she was
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a "very intelligent, cultivated woman, with a considerable amount of wit and well
bred humour".

In 1848, she married Joseph Shipton, a wealthy land-owner from Warwickshire
and they settled in Berkshire.

Anna left little overt trace of her married life but enough is traceable to
understand the years that follow. Although surrounded by wealth and all that life
could offer, she "never felt any of the peace or pleasure that others seemed to
find" and had a deep hunger and need for something more lasting. Yet, she did
expect to find lasting love and security in marriage, a home and hopefully
children; she had also expected to find it in semi-religious practices. But "God
knows best" and by 1852, Anna and her husband had separated. From all the
evidence, it is fairly certain that the separation came as a result of Joseph
Shipton's marital unfaithfulness.

However, God had begun to do a work in Anna's heart and the sorrow, turmoil
and shame of a broken marriage with all her hopes dashed to a thousand pieces,
drove her more earnestly to seek rest and deliverance in the One whom she had
already begun to look to as the "kind Creator". III for a lengthy period around the
time of this very traumatic event, it was during the days of slow recovery that she
began to come to a clearer understanding of the saving knowledge of the Lord
Jesus who "in taking all, He gave Himself'; the Saviour who had delivered her
from "false lights", even though it was, "by paths we know not here".

She met Emily Gosse, the wife of the well-known naturalist, Phillip Henry
Gosse, in the summer of 1855 when she was asked to accompany two young
women to Devon so they could attend the marine biology classes given by Gosse.
At this time Anna Shipton was still, in her own words, "groping in the twilight of
spiritual dawn". and Emily was the first Christian she met who followed "the
Lord fully, in happy, cheerful confidence"; and for whom, "Christ and His glory
was ... the one sole object of their existence".

Emily Gosse was already a well known writer of tracts and had had some of her
poems published as well. Although Anna was probably unaware of much of this
before they met, it is possible that Emily knew something of the other's
background. Anna was periodically filled with doubts, often depressed and
struggling with the temptations that arise from an unclear understanding of the
Scriptures and "seeking for assurance from the ever-varying testimony of feeling,
encumbered by errors and superstitions". Anna initially learnt more from
observing her new acquaintance's life than in any extended opportunity to talk
with her. Emily's complete trust in Jesus for everything and in all circumstances
had an immense impact on Anna's view of Christ, His finished work and His
loving care for all His children. Subsequently Emily's friendship and wise
counsel, though brief, for she died in 1857, provided Anna with the loving
fellowship and godly example she so desperately needed at that juncture. The
frequent telling of Emily's simple dictat in response to all and every type of
perplexity became Anna's written memorial to her friend in Tell Jesus.

, J
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What makes Anna Shipton's life one of interest and why should she be
remembered? Very few Christians today would even have heard her name. Are her
writings still accessible and useful?

Firstly, her life divides into two very distinct halves; before and after marriage.
Anna's childhood experience was one, as she so touchingly put it, clouded by the
"loveless surroundings of a delicate organisation and uncomprehended mind".
Later the sad reality of matrimonial infidelity left deep wounds. In some respects
her position as a "separated" woman, her conversion and new life meant that she
lost many former friends.

Nevertheless, her circumstances did not drive her into perpetual self-pity and a
hiding away which could easily have been the natural outcome, given the social
climate of mid-Victorian Britain. More than likely most of her new friends and
acquaintances were completely unaware of the origin of her singleness and her
comment that she "had no family" would have attributed it to widowhood which
after 1860 was indeed the case.

Her testimony, so very explicit in her writings which are varied, exalts the
greatness and faithfulness of God. Not with reluctance or timidity, yet with a
sense of weakness and unworthiness, she endeavoured to use her gift of writing
to both declare what God had done for her soul as well as to encourage others. No
longer did she write with the aim that her pieces "would be stepping-stones to the
slumbering ambition which I bless my gracious Lord He never allowed to spring
into life". Instead, her books are dedicated to the Persons of the Trinity whose
blessing she earnestly desired should be on them.

And God's blessing was upon the work she did for Him. Spurgeon recognised
quite early the inspiring tone of Shipton's first collection of poems (after she
became a Christian) and included two of them, "Jesus! Master! Hear my cry" and
"How shall I praise Thee, 0 my God", in the Metropolitan Tabernacle's Our Own
Hymn-Book. Considered by her publisher a "gifted lady, whose devotional books
met with . . . wide acceptance", she also used every available opportunity to
spread the Gospel through befriending those she met, as well as through the
distribution of booklets and tracts wherever she happened to be.

In the years between 1855 and 1890 Anna Shipton published over twenty
books, several running into two or more editions on both sides of the Atlantic. For
health reasons, she travelled and lived on the Continent from the mid 1860s until
the 1880s. On her return she settled in Sussex and then St. Leonard's on Sea,
where she died in November 1901.

"He was better to me than all my hopes,
He was better than all my fears;
He made a bridge of my broken works,
And a rainbow of my tears....
He emptied my hands of my treasured store,
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And His covenant Love revealed;
There was not a wound in my aching heart
But the balm of His breath hath healed."
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• STUDIES IN EZEKIEL •

P. KING (Hailsham)

Chapter 5
HUMBLE YOURSELF UNDER THE MIGHTY HAND OF GOD

THE symbol of the siege and deprivation of chapter 4 recalled earlier judgement
in Israel's history, but now we have a warning of God's wrath coming in a new
way. "I will do in thee that which I have not done, and whereunto I will not do
any more the like, because of all thine abominations" (verse 9). As their guilt
exceeded the sins of their forefathers so will the punishment.

1. Cut your hair. Remembering Ezekiel was a priest will emphasise the feeling
he must have had at the prospect of cutting his hair. He should nourish his hair to
avoid baldness as a special consecration to the Lord (Leviticus 21 :5). Worse still
he is to cut it with an instrument of war - a sharp sword (verse 1). We see Israel
as that hair, some burned, some smitten with the sword, yet some saved and bound
"in thy skirts".

2. Judgement dispensed like the hair. The three ways the hair, the symbol of
priesthood, was discarded is an illustration of judgement to come. The exiles
clung to the thought of returning home, but Ezekiel had the unenviable task of
telling them everything (including the priesthood) in Jerusalem would be
destroyed. One third of the people would be killed, and another third die of
starvation, and the remaining third scattered among the nations. "Neither shall
mine eye spare, neither will I have any pity." What was the purpose of this terrible
slaughter? "they shall know that I the Lord have spoken.... " Have no doubt,
God does speak and the nations will listen, but here the Church is brought to book.

,J
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Lessons for our day

(a) The Church is in the world as Jerusalem was among the nations in
Ezekiel's time. As such the Church is charged with giving a faithful
testimony to the truth, and all who trust in Christ and repent of a former life
can enjoy the same blessings.

(b) The Church is the light of the world and if this is not seen by the world then
the Church will receive the condemnation of the Lord!

(c) God will judge churches that change gods. If worldly activity increases in
the local churches, social fellowship takes over from spiritual teaching. Is
this not the same as changing gods?

(d) Local churches can expect swift judgement when they move away from the
truth - both in doctrine and practice. We may do all the right things but
without love to God nothing will be achieved.

(e) Some think the Word of God should be replaced with something more
acceptable to the world. The Gospel was never acceptable to the world!
The Israelites failed to use their privileged position in the ancient world,
and the Church is in grave danger when it falls into the same condition.

(f) As Ezekiel and the captives needed to realise the old order would change
(with the coming of Messiah), so Christians must not hold on to vain
traditions. The Word of God is the only standard for worship and godly
living, but it must be relevant to the age in which it is preached. The Jews
were now in captivity with the opportunity to show their allegiance to God
to the unbelievers around them in Babylon.

LET YOUR LIGHT SO SHINE BEFORE MEN

---e---

• FROM SCROOBY TO
PLYMOUTH ROCK •

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR 1620

HENRY JOHNSON

The Landing of the Pilgrim Fathers

[It appears the captain of the Mayflower had been asked or bribed by the Dutch
to keep the settlement away from New Amsterdam (New York), and so took them
further to the north than they had planned. Ed.]

The land on which the Pilgrim Fathers first set foot on 11th November 1620
was Cape Cod. It was, practically, no-man's land. There were, consequently, no
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laws, no government, no recognized authority. The Fathers consulted, and decided
they must organize themselves, and submit to such government and governors as
might be agreed upon. Thus on 11th November 1620 they drew up a document of
"Association and Agreement" and signed it.

They had to find somewhere to set up their colony. They sent a party ashore to
explore and find wood and fresh water to restock the Mayflower. A second, then
a third armed party, was sent to find a suitable place to live, as the Captain of the
Mayflower was urgent to return to England. The third party sailed North West,
some on foot, wading in shallow icy water, the rest in the little boat. They were
suddenly and fiercely attacked by the Indians [sic - Ed.] on 6th December, but
were by God's grace able to dodge the showers of arrows and were not injured,
so driving them off, returned to their scallop [shallop]. They encountered gales,
with heavy snow and rain and were almost wrecked. In freezing weather they ran
into what they named Plymouth Harbour. The next day, Saturday, 9th December,
they repaired the ship. The next day being the Sabbath they rested, and the next
day "they sounded the harbor, and found it fit for shipping; and marched into the
land and found divers corn-fields and little running brooks - a place (as they
supposed) fit for habitation; at least it was the best they could find".

Christmas 1620

The explorers lost no time in returning to the Mayflower and recommending the
place they had discovered as the permanent home of the immigrants. For William
Bradford, who had accompanied the party, terrible news was waiting. His wife,
Dorothy, falling overboard, had been drowned. The Pilgrims decided that the
promising site of the bay was suitable, and on Christmas Day the Mayflower
weighed anchor, and landed them on the third day.

One of the pilgrims kept this diary, recording events from their arrival to the
end of the year.

December 18th Monday, they land with the master of the ship, and three or
four sailors, march along the coast seven or eight miles, but see neither
wigwam, Indian, nor navigable river, but only four or five brooks of sweet
fresh water running into the sea, with choice ground formerly possessed
and planted, and at night return to the ship. Next day they go again to
discover, some on land, others in the shallop, find a creek, into which they
pass three miles, and return.

December 20th. - After calling to Heaven for guidance, they go ashore to
find some place for immediate settlement. After viewing the country they
conclude to settle on the main, on high ground facing the bay, where corn
had been planted three or four years before. [God thus gave them some
cleared land, otherwise it would not have been possible to clear land on
which to erect dwellings before the worst of the winter was upon them, and
they would most likely not have survived. Only later did they discover that
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the Indian tribe living there had some years earlier all been wiped out by
the plague apart from one man. - Ed.]. A sweet brook running under the
hill, with many delicate springs. On a great hill they intend to fortify, which
will command all around, whence they may see across the bay to the cape.
And here, being in number twenty, they rendezvous this evening; but a
storm rising, it blows and rains hard all night, continuous so tempestuous
for two days that they cannot get abroad, and have nothing to shelter them.

December 21st. - Dies Richard Bitteridge, the first who dies in this
harbour.

December 23rd. - Saturday. As many as can, go ashore, cut and carry
timber for a common building.

December 24th. - Lord's Day. Our people ashore are alarmed with the cry
ofsavages, expect an assault, but continue quiet; and this day dies Solomon
Martin, the sixth and last who dies this month.

December 25th. - Monday they go ashore again, felling timber, sawing,
riding, carrying. Began to erect the first house, about twenty feet square,
for their common use, to receive them and their goods; and leaving twenty
to keep a court of guard, the rest returned aboard at evening; but in the
night and next day, another sore storm of wind and rain.

December 28th. - Thursday they go to work on the hill; reduce themselves
to nineteen families [by dividing out the single men into the existing
families and so reduce to nine the number of dwellings to be built. Ed];
measure out their lots and draw for them. Many grew ill ofgrievous colds,
from the great and many hardships they had endured.

December 29th and 30th. - Very cold and stormy again; and they see great
smoaks offires made by the Indians about six or seven miles off.

December 31st - Lords Day. Though the generality remain aboard the
ship, almost a mile and a half off, yet this seems the first day that any keep
the Sabbath in the place of their building; at this time we therefore fix the
era of their settlement here.

The exposure, poor diet and a severe winter after a nine week voyage, brought
the angel of death. During January and February the people died, sometimes at the
rate of two or three a day. The sick were nursed in the first house finished, and
there were no fewer than thirty-one deaths by the end of February. The dead were
buried and the graves levelled so the Indians might not suspect how weakened in
numbers they really were. Of the hundred and odd persons who had survived the
voyage [numbers died at sea in the overcrowded vessel- Ed.] scarcely fifty now
remained. When the ravage of the scurvy and other diseases was at its worst, there
were but six or seven healthy persons able to nurse and feed the sick. They lived
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in daily fear of attacks by the Indians and wolves. The appearance of savages
in the neighbourhood led the colonists to mount the five cannon brought from
the Mayflower on the hill close to their houses, where a rough fortification
was constructed.

Conclusion

They suffered all that, having previously gone through many years of privations,
imprisonments, loss of goods, desertions, and some who started out with them
turning against them, as well as enduring exile in Holland, simply to be free to
worship God according to their consciences. It was not until March 1621 that their
lot began to slowly improve, but with many dangerous setbacks.

---e---

• ANSELM'S
ON THE

MEDITATION
CROSS •

BY the cross I adore our merciful Lord and what He has in Mercy done for us.
Cross we do not acknowledge you because of the cruelty that godless and foolish
men prepared you to effect upon the most gentle Lord, but because of the wisdom
and goodness of Him, who of His own free will took you up. For they could not
have done anything unless His wisdom had permitted it, and He could not suffer,
except that in His mercy He willed it (Acts 2:23).

They chose you, the cross, that they might carry out evil deeds. He chose you,
the cross, that He might fulfil the work of goodness. They, that by you, the cross,
they might hand over the Righteous One to death. He that through you, the cross,
He might save sinners from death. They that they may kill the Author of life (Acts
3:15). He that He might destroy death (Hebrews 2:14). They that they might
condemn the Saviour. He that He might save the condemned. They that they
might bring death to the living. He to bring life to the dead (Ephesians 2:1, 5).
They acted foolishly and cruelly. He acted wisely and mercifully.

Therefore, 0 cross to be wondered at, we do not value you because of the
intention of their cruel folly but according to the working of mercy and wisdom.

With what joy shall I glory in the cross? (Galatians 6:14). By the cross hell
is despoiled. By the cross the mouth of hell is stopped up to all the redeemed.
By the cross demons are made afraid and restrained, conquered and trampled
underfoot.

By the cross the world is renewed and made beautiful with truth. By the cross
the world is governed by the light of righteousness. By the cross sinful humanity
is justified, the condemned are saved (Romans 5:1). The servants of sin and hell
are set free (Hebrews 2:14-15.). The dead are raised to life. By the cross the
blessed city in heaven is restored perfectly. By the cross the Son of God willed for
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our sakes, to become obedient to the Father, even to death (Philippians 2:8).
Because of which He is exalted and has received, "the Name which is above every
name" (Philippians 2:9). By the cross His throne is prepared and His kingdom
established.

With what delight will I rejoice in the cross! For without you there would be
nothing for me to glory in. Then in eternity I should have the grief and misery of
hell. Now, by the cross, the servitude of hell, which I inherited, is exchanged for
the kingdom of heaven (Ephesians 2:3,6).

With what jubilation shall I laud you. When without you I faced that
future which horrified me. But through you I now expect to rejoice in eternity. So
let my glory be in you and through you. By you my sins are wiped out and my
soul dead to its old life. By you I live the new life of righteousness (Romans 6:4
6). By the might of the same Jesus Christ our Lord Who is blessed for ever and
ever. Amen.

(Supplied by Audrey Osei-Mensah, Reading)

---e---

• PROMISES AND PRAYERS •

D. L. FRY (Mudgee, Australia)

MOST of my childhood was punctuated with visits by train from Lithgow to
Sydney for holidays with my grandparents at Naramburn and Greenwich. Fishing
with my Dad's father was not an unqualified success, as I wanted to talk and he
wanted to fish. So, as he didn't do too well, he called me "Jonah" after the prophet
who brought disaster to the ship by which he was escaping from the Lord's orders
to preach to the enemy Assyrian capital Ninevah. My Grandmother tried to keep
me on the "straight and narrow" so every day she allowed me to open her
"Promise Box" and, with a pair of tweezers, select a small roll of pink paper on
which was printed a "promise for the day". This was a verse from the Bible, of
which there seemed to be hundreds in the box.

So, as I was seeking God's guidance for a theme for the two weeks it is my
privilege to conduct services at St. Pauls, "Promises and Prayers", illustrated by
the story of Jonah which points forward to the ministry, death, resurrection and
return of the Lord Jesus Christ, is the subject we will consider. So who was Jonah?
Why was God concerned about the enemy nation of Assyria'? Why did Jonah try
to run away from God? What about "the whale" and how could he survive three
days and three nights ? Why did the Ninevites repent and why was Jonah so angry
at God? These and other questions have puzzled Bible scholars and some have
suggested that the Book of Jonah is just a parable or a myth or a fable similar to
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the legends of gods and heroes of the other nations. Now, let us attempt to deal
with the story of around 860 BC.

Who was Jonah?
His name in Hebrew means "dove", an appropriate description of one who, like
the Psalmist, says, "Oh that I had wings like a dove! for then would I flyaway,
and be at rest" (55:6) But was he a real person, an historical figure? 2 Kings 14:25
mentions "Jonah the son of Amittai, the prophet from Gath-Hepher" in Galilee
near Jesus' home town of Nazareth; who spoke God's "promises" to King
Amaziah. Christ, who was regarded as also a prophet from Galilee, makes a
special point of mentioning Jonah in connection with His own death and
resurrection in Matthew 12:39-41; 16-4 and in Luke 11:29-32!

As a prophet of God, Jonah's main task was to relay the Lord's instructions to
His people, especially the political and religious leaders of his day. Prophets were
judged on whether their predictions came to pass or not. Jonah's message to the evil
Ninevites was simply to declare the Lord's judgement of destruction of the city "in
forty days". We have a saying, "It's not a threat. It's a promise!", to make sure
people take us seriously. Likewise, God's promises, both of good or ill, we need to
heed, for our own and the world's benefit; avoiding disaster and laying hold of His
blessings. In this story of a real person involved in time/space history, we see the
principles of God's promises and man's prayers working together as the Proclama
tion and Prophecy come to pass as Jonah's response in Praise for Preservation sets
the stage for one of the Bible's greatest instances of national Confession and
Conversion. Sadly, 100 years later these same Assyrians invaded and removed the
10 northern tribes ofIsrael! How soon we forget God's grace and mercy!

Prophets also acted as living parables for God's people. Jonah's life
experiences can be identified by believers down through the ages. The prophet
who decided to reject God's instructions. The prophet who recognised the Lord's
hand in the storm and sinking ship. The prophet who told the sailors to throw
him overboard if they would save themselves. The prophet who confessed the
God of Creation and who launched out in faith. It might be a good exercise to list
all of these life experiences and relate them to our own day-by-day circumstances
and challenges. How often do we find ourselves questioning God's sovereignty in
disappointing and painful situations? How easily we believe the word of man over
the Word of God when the "broad way" seems so much more sensible? Psalm 55
might prove that remedy for these spiritual and emotional "ups and downs" that
disturb our peace of mind and heart. Let us remember that it is only the Lord Jesus
Who says to every burdened soul, "Come unto me, all ye that labour and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me;
for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my
yoke is easy, and my burden is light" (Matthew 11:28-30).

N.B. Assyria and its capital Nineveh, together with Babylon is today called
... Iraq!



The Gospel Magazine

• WHEN I REMEMBER THEE
UPON My BED •

PSALM 63:6

From her book, Royal Bounty

F. R. HAVERGAL

211

MEMORY is never so busy as in the quiet time while we are waiting for sleep;
and never, perhaps, are we more tempted to useless recollections and idle reveries
than in the night watches.

Perhaps we have regretfully struggled against them; perhaps yielded to
effortless indulgence in them, and thought we could not help it, and were hardly
responsible for vain thought at such times.

But here is full help and bright hope. This night let us remember Thee. We can
only remember what we already know; oh praise Him, then, that we have material
for memory!

There is enough for all the wakeful nights of a lifetime in the one word
"Thee". It leads us straight to His own self; dwelling on that one word, faith,
hope, and love, wake up and feed and grow. Then the holy remembrance
wrought by His Spirit widens. For "we will remember the name of the Lord our
God" (Psalm 20:7), in its sweet and manifold revelations. "I will remember the
years and the works of the Lord. Surely I will remember thy wonders of old."
Most of all, "we will remember thy love", the everlasting love of our Father,
the exceeding great love of our Master and only Saviour, the gracious, touching
love of our Comforter. And the remembrance of all this love will include that
of its grand act and proof, "Thou shalt remember that ... lehovah thy God
redeemed thee".

Perhaps we know what it is to feel peculiarly weary-hearted and dispirited "on
our beds". But when we say, "0 my God, my soul is cast down within me", let us
add at once, "therefore will I remember thee".

And what then? What comes of thus remembering Him? "My soul (yes, your
soul) shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness, and my mouth small praise
thee with joyful lips: when I remember thee upon my bed, and meditate on thee
in the night watches" (Psalm 63:5-6). What can be a sweeter, fuller promise
than this - our heart's desire fulfilled in abundant satisfaction and joyful power
of praise!

Yet there is a promise sweeter and more thrilling still to the loving, longing
heart. "Thou meetest ... those that remember thee in thy ways" (Isaiah 64:5). And
so, this very night, as you put away the profitless musings and memories, and
remember Him upon your bed, He will keep His Word and meet you. The
darkness shall be verily the shadow of His wing, for your feeble, yet Spirit-given
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remembrance shall be met by His real and actual presence, for "hath he said and
shall he not do it?" (Numbers 23: 19).

Let us pray that this night "the desire of our soul" may be "to thy name, and to
the remembrance of thee" (Isaiah 26:8).

---.---

• BOOK REVIEWS •

Editor's Note: We live, regretfully, in a day when most evangelicals have abandoned the Authorised
(King James) Version of the Bible. Rather, therefore, than ceasing to review most books, we try to warn
readers by stating if the book uses another version of the Bible.The position of the Gospel Magazine
remains true to the AV as the best text and translation, in beautiful and formative English. That we
name another translation does not mean we endorse it.

Gathered Gold - A New Perpetual Calendar. Obtainable, with many
other products, from Gospel Cards, PO Box 56, Bridgend CF3 I IWG. Email:
office@GospeICardsEtc.com -Telephone 01656 647551.

Gathered Gold brings an inspirational daily quote from some great Christian writers. It is an
ideal sized calendar for your desk and reminds us of the grace of God throughout our day.

Christ and Culture Revisited. D.A. Carson.Apollos (Inter-Varsity Press). pp. 243,
paperback. £ 12.99. ISBN 978 I 84474279 O.

This is an important book but not easy reading. Carson is concerned that Christians, "Think
through the nature of their relationship with others" on biblical lines. After defining
"culture" he continues with a critique of Niebuhr's Christ and Culture. Niebuhr, Carson says,
presents us with five distinct models of a Christian approach to culture to pick and mix
from. Carson, on the other hand, says our approach should be based on, and take account
of, all the main themes of the Bible: Creation and the fall, Israel and the law, Christ and the
new covenant, Heaven to be gained and Hell to be feared - the list is not exhaustive.These
themes should, "Control our thinking simultaneously and all the time" (Carson's italics). He
elaborates this in his chapter on "Refining Culture and Redefining Postmodernism". He
redefines postmodernism by showing that it is possible to hold a world view that deals with
the major questions without purporting, "To identify all the subatomic quarks"; he says that
the Bible provides such a world view.

Carson goes on to show that Christians cannot align themselves wholly with any aspect
of secular culture; the examples he chooses - secularism, democracy, freedom and power
- can be good or bad depending how they are used. He says that the complex relationships
between Church and State vary widely but Christ is always Lord of all. Finally he deals with
various other views of Christ and Culture.

The book reflects Carson's North American background, especially in the chapter on
Church and State; however he also understands the situation and outlook in other
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countries. This book will probably mould thinking on the Christian and culture and should
be read by all those trying to help people who are struggling with modern culture.

GD.M.

A Handful of Pebbles: Theological Liberalism and the Church. Peter
Barnes. The Banner ofTruth Trust. pp. 96, paperback. £5.50. ISBN 978 0 85 I5 I 977 7.

The title is a quote from a former Episcopalian bishop known for his liberal theology who
said that he came to know that it offers the seeker after spiritual food only "a handful of
pebbles". Peter Barnes outlines the growth of theological liberalism by pinpointing with
names and dates many quotations from its advocates. These show that their attacks were
mainly on the authority of the Bible, especially the Old Testament, on the deity of Christ,
and the denial of the supernatural.

After a brief look at neo-orthodoxy and what followed it, he goes on to select six key
doctrines which are the bulwarks against false teaching: the authority of Scripture; God's
revelation of Himself; the Person of Christ; salvation; the resurrection of Christ; and heaven
and hell. He rightly emphasizes that Biblical doctrines interconnect, so that to deny one
tends to pull the whole structure down. Written with brisk clarity, this is a valuable book
for what Barnes calls a "biblically illiterate age" because, although it might not persuade
theological liberals to change, it reminds the Bible believer to make sure that he is well
armed with Biblical literacy so that he can ward off attacks from false teaching, of which
J. Graham Machen said in 1923, "naturalistic liberalism is not Christianity at all". G.F.H.H.

Life 1 the Sequel - What Happens When You Diet Alec Motyer. Christian
Focus Publications. pp. 128, paperback. £6.99. ISBN 978 1 84550 343 7.

This book examines the question about people's curiosities and fears about death. It says
people need to be rescued from guesses, assumptions and falsehoods about life after death.

For Christians the love of God is a reason for confidence in relation to death and the life
to come.We face death with calmness of mind and hope - because we know that not even
death separates us from the love of God.We all face death and we all desire certainty that
it will be well with us. Motyer introduces the question, Does God love the world? Certainly!
Enough to send His Son to be the Saviour of the world. However, this means that the love
of God for the world is something that is "on offer", and not something universally,
automatically and inevitably enjoyed. It is not like the safety net spread out under every
trapeze artist. There is an "if" about the experience of the saving love of God.

In the chapter called "Spotlight on Immortality", we are reminded of the seriousness of
entering the next world with sin unconfessed, unrepented and unforgiven.Three things are
held together in the Bible, and there is no separating them - sin, death and judgment.

There are nine short chapters in this small, biblically-based book, beneficial to all who may
read it. The author was formally Principal of Trinity College, Bristol, and he has extensive
experience in parish ministry. The bibliography lists 88 references.

Alec Motyer gave some of the Bible readings at the Keswick Convention in 2007 and this
reviewer attended a convention in 1994 when he was one of the speakers. He is an
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excellent Bible teacher and this book has my hearty recommendation. Most of the Scripture
quotations are from the NIY. T.M.B.

Written For Us - Receiving God's Words in the Bible. Peter Adam. Inter
Varsity Press. pp. 264, paperback. £ 14.99. ISBN 978 I 84474 208 O.

I am reminded, as I look at this book, of the fullness of God and all that there is to know
of Him, such that the various approaches of different writers are all valid as they are
presented for our learning under many titles bringing out different aspects of the truth.This
book develops the theme of the Bible as "written for us" by expounding the summary
phrase "Receiving God's words written for His people by His Spirit about His Son".This is
a summary of what the Bible claims about itself, and of how God wants us to use it.

Consider this quote: "Even correct theologies of the Bible are often expressed in non
biblical categories, which give the impression that these theologies come from non-biblical
sources, and so may more easily be dismissed as culturally determined."

Books are written for various categories of reader and this one is relatively intellectual,
best suited to the more serious Bible student or preacher. It has numerous footnotes,
biblical references, and a bibliography of over two hundred books, many by intellectual
writers themselves.

The author is the Principal of Ridley College, Melbourne. References are from the New
Revised Standard version. I recommend this book for those prepared to undertake its

disciplines. T.M.B.

Anger Management. Richard Baxter: Adapted and Paraphrased from Baxter's
Christian Directory by Richard Rushing. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 64, paperback. £3.25.
ISBN 978 0 85151 979 I.

This is a booklet in the Pocket Puritan series, and its size of 5 1/4" x 3 112" is true to that
description. Another advantage is that it can be read through in an hour or dipped into as
occasion calls for. Like a school primer it has clear headings with points that are pithy and
easily understood, but equally, like a primer, it can be used as a stepping stone for more
advanced study and thought. The title page does not say which Bible version is used, but it
is not the A.Y.

Anger is defined as something given to us by God, so it is good when used in a godly way,
but leads to sin if misused. Twelve reasons for avoiding sinful anger are given, followed by a
chapter of typical objections to these reasons, with answers showing the weaknesses of
each.A chapter of practical directions for controlling anger ends the first part of the book,
the most important of which is for us to keep in mind the example of Christ's life in the
face of continual provocation and false accusation. Is there a hint in the title that this book
could form a useful part of modern social counselling courses on "Anger Management"?

The remaining third of the booklet is a brief life of Baxter (1615-1691) taken from J. C.
Ryle's Light from Old Times, a reminder of the debt we owe to the Puritans for upholding
sound doctrine, spirituality and learning. G.F.H.H.
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Man Overboardl The Story of Jonah. Sinclair B. Ferguson. The Banner of Truth
Trust. pp. I 12, paperback. £6.00. ISBN 978 0 85 15 1 982 I.

Dr. Ferguson is a minister of the First Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. and this is the
second edition of his book first published in 1981. Bible quotations are from the ESY.

The theme of the book is to show how "Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God" act in
harmony in Jonah's life. The lesson of the Book of Jonah is to persevere in obedience: by
fleeing from God,Jonah had kicked away the support which obedience gave to his spiritual
life. The author warns strongly that the failure of Christians today to obey means that we
cut ourselves adrift from our moorings to God's Word and presence.The book focuses on
the stages of miraculous working in Jonah's heart to bring him back to God, rather than on
what happened in the belly of the great fish.

Jonah saw the seamen on the boat praying to pagan gods as sheep without a shepherd,
he was brought to see Nineveh's need to hear God's warning voice. The Church today
needs to obey its role of warning the world of its spiritual danger, and the author holds that,
"Only when the sign of Jonah (Matthew 12:39; Luke I I:29) is seen in the church will the
power of God be seen in the world" (page 76).

A short book, but containing much for thoughtful consideration, as opposed to the
frequent mockery of the Book of Jonah. G.F.H.H.

Impure Lust. John Flavel, from Flavel's, The Harlot's Face in the Scripture-Glass. The Banner
ofTruth Trust. pp. 96, paperback. £3.25. ISBN 978 0 85151 981 4.

This booklet in the Pocket Puritan series uses Flavel's own language and the A.Y. There
is no mistaking the author's subject: the sin of uncleanness - fornication and adultery.
The reader is reminded that any speaking against these vices means someone will object
that the preacher is pointing at him, but really it is the man's conscience that speaks to
him, not the preacher. Flavel lists ten scriptural warnings against impure lust and does
not draw back from the description of the hell it leads to: we might have refused to come
to the throne of grace, but we cannot refuse to appear before the bar of justice (page 33);
but true repentance is accepted by God. Then in a methodical way Flavel gives directions
for keeping from uncleanness, as practical today as at any time that man has been on
earth.

The second part of the booklet is A Brief Introduction to the Man and his Writings, from
an article in the Banner ofTruth Magazine, September 1968. Flavel (1628-1691) was born in
Bromsgrove in Worcestershire, but his ministry was in Devonshire, mostly in the seaport of
Dartmouth. In an age when the sin of uncleanness is perhaps more prevalent and prominent
than for some time, this is a most timely publication. G.F.H.H.

Faith Comes by Hearing. A Response to Inclusivism. Christopher W
Morgan and RobertA. Peterson.lnter-Varsity Press. pp. 270. £ 12.99. ISBN 978 0 8308 2590 5.

The subject matter of this book is the debate as to whether Jesus saves some who do
not hear the Gospel (inclusivism) and those who hold one must believe the Gospel to be
saved (exclusivism).
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Peter King, Secretary

It is not a book for the "faint-hearted", for the discussion is detailed over eight papers
from different writers and examines the thoughts and views of a number of "experts".
The introduction explains the terms used and the key players in the arguments. Chapters
three to seven give the arguments from the inclusivist standpoint but the exclusivist side is
also explained.

Chapter eight uses biblical texts to show the two sides, while nine and ten look at the
world scene in the missionary context.

Various questions are asked and answered in the final chapter such as "Is God just to
send people to Hell who never heard the Gospel?" and "What are the purposes of General
Revelation?" The argument suggests that if general revelation is insufficient to save, what is
its purpose?

The book certainly taxes the mind when expressions such as "holy pagans" and "the role
of other religions" are raised. In a time when liberal thinking is gaining ground we do well
to be informed so that we will have a ready answer.

The 250 pages of well defined and detailed argument will need careful reading, but to the
keen mind will profit the interested Bible student. P.S.K.

Please obtain any books reviewed or advertised from your local Christian bookshop, as we
regretfully are not In a position to supply your requirements.

DOCTRINES OF THE WORD ALONE ARE NOT ENOUGH!

• A doctrine means nothing to the heart of an individual unless it is made real
in Christ.

• It is one thing to have a clear mental concept of God's truth, and it is another
thing to have a personal, real, heartfelt acquaintance with Divine truth.

• It is one thing to believe that sin is the awful thing that the Bible says it is; it is
quite another matter to have a holy horror and hatred for sin in the soul.

• It is one thing to believe that Christ is the fulness of the Godhead, and it is
another thing to love Him personally above all others.

L. R. Shelton (1898-1971) in Bible Doctrines
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