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• EDITORIAL • 

Old Series 
No. 2669 

"And he went out to meet Asa, and said unto him, Hear ye me, Asa, and all Judah 
and Benjamin; the Lord is with you, while ye be with him; and if ye seek him he 
will be found ofyou; but ifyeforsake him, he willforsake you" (2 Chronicles 15:2) 

HERE are congratulations tempered with the prudent advice that God deals with 
us as we deal with him - in perfect equity. God told Azariah the prophet meeting 
King Asa returning from his massive victory over the million-man Ethiopian 
army, not to salute him with fulsome compliments, but to impress upon his mind 
this salutary admonition. 

This year is the 500th anniversary of the birth of John Calvin, and in the many 
magazines, articles and notices of lectures reaching the Gospel Magazine, he has 
received unstinted praise. So much has been written and said that there is little 
anyone could add. The compliments border on fulsome. The only adverse thing 
reaching the editor was a letter in The Times quoting certain statements in letters 
by Calvin that shed a less complimentary light on his dealings with Servetus, 
coupled with a warning not to defend the indefensible. 

The Gospel Magazine was founded to uphold the doctrines of free grace, that 
salvation is all of God. Man has no part in it. God foreknows, predestinates, calls, 
justifies, and glorifies the helpless, hopeless sinner. There can be no failure in the 
links of the chain of salvation, no fall from grace, no interference by man, and no 
glory to man. 

We honour Calvin for his clarity on salvation, his massive intellect, enormous 
labours, his courage in standing up for God's truth, and his purity of life. We profit 
vastly from his insight into God's Word. Above all we want to honour the man 
God honoured so greatly. His gigantic shadow has fallen across the last five 
centuries. Have you ever considered why men still wear dark suits? If you think 
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a moment, this is the very opposite of the gay colours and ribbons they wore 
before Calvin's influence spread. He shaped Britain, and Europe, and his hand has 
spread across the globe. 

But God's word to Azariah needs heeding, that God deals in perfect equity. 
John Chrysostom was perhaps the greatest preacher the Church of God has ever 
known. The death of Eastern preaching was their admiration for his sermons. 
Sermons in the Eastern became powerless copies, if not outright plagarism. In the 
Western Church the influence of Augustine ruled the Church for a thousand years, 
right up to the 16th century Reformation. It all ended in utter impotence. How 
weak the copyist becomes. He may have all the right points, put in the time-worn 
fashion, but any slight aberration in the master magnifies in the disciple. 

You may say, But the whole trouble is that we do not copy Calvin enough; the 
weakness of the Church is in departing from his doctrines. Yes truly, but I say 
unhesitatingly that the truest compliment anyone can pay Calvin is to say he was 
a great man - but a man. He lacked the full-orbed completeness of his Lord and 
Master, Jesus Christ. His usefulness is in reflecting that glory. Make Christ your 
model. The moon shines, but as a reflection of the sun. There is a purity in the 
crystal stream flowing out of the New Testament, that if it flow over the mind of 
any man whatsoever is sullied. We have need to return to the source. 

--·--

• A SERMON • 

BY THE EDITOR 

"Where are the nine?" (Luke 17:17) 

CHRIST never raises unimportant questions, so we take note of the ten lepers. 
The difficulty they had was not to understand. When men tell me they have 
difficulty understanding the Bible, I reply, it is not the obscure parts that I have 
problems with, but the easy parts, like the Ten Commandments. No one has ever 
succeeded in obeying them yet, our Lord apart. 

"And it came to pass," is a vague enough statement. We do not know where, or 
exactly when, this incident took place. That is enough to upset the faith of a good 
number of scholars. They even say the early Church made this up, deliberately 
copying and adding to the healing of the leper in Luke chapter 5! God intends that 
no one gets to heaven without faith. Some have to trust Him for the next meal, but 
for those whose daily bread comes easy, God allows obscurities enough to test 
faith. That Samaria is put before Galilee also troubles the faithless, since our Lord 
was leaving Galilee and entering Samaria. They say it is the wrong way round, 
and shows the writer did not understand the geography of the land! The simple 
explanation is that the Gospel account looks at it through the eyes of someone in 
Jerusalem. Doubters make problems where none exist. 
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"As he went to Jerusalem," is the start of His last journey up to the Passover 
and the Cross, probably in February or March. Anyone who would be a disciple 
of our Lord must be willing to endure hardship, travel, and the upsetting of their 
own plans. Acquisitiveness for possessions makes weight to travel through life 
with. This time the distance He walked was about 120 miles, but we believe He 
journeyed in all some 130 times in those three years of ministry, and walked some 
2,244 known miles. He travelled light. Commitment is the thing our age refuses. 
Faith involves commitment. 

It was said of Archbishop Cranmer that the best way to gain his friendship was 
to do him a disservice. That is certainly true of our Lord Jesus. "He passed 
through the midst of Samaria and Galilee." The words translated in our 
Authorised Version mean just that, but by changing the words translated, it would 
mean "between Samaria and Galilee", making it that He crossed the Jordan by the 
wooden bridge at Scythopolis (Shechem), then came down the West bank of the 
Jordan, and re-crossed the fords near Jericho. Why bother to say that? It is 
because many Jews travelling up to the feasts took that route to avoid Samaria. 
Samaria was hostile to the Jews, especially pilgrims to Jerusalem. The Gospels 
record a visit by our Lord to only one town in Samaria, but four in Judaea, nine 
in Galilee, four beyond Jordan, and Jerusalem seven times. Samaria had four 
cities of over 50,000 each, where no visit is recorded. Indeed, Josephus tells of a 
Samaritan massacre of Jewish pilgrims going up to a feast in Jerusalem shortly 
after this incident. Christ finds faith even among His inveterate enemies. 

What was the cause of the hatred? Well, it is common to blame the Jews, and 
no doubt they despised the Samaritans. The Samaritans had long before started 
out as half Jew, half idolater, but were now worshippers of one God. They had 
their temple on Mount Gerizim. By simply passing through, and without opening 
his mouth, the Jew was implying what our Lord said to the woman of Samaria in 
the fourth chapter of John's Gospel, "Ye worship ye know not what: we know 
what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews". That slighted their religion and 
roused the jealousy and resentment of the Samaritans. This is exactly the root of 
the trouble between Muslim and Jew. It is even more strongly the reason why we 
Christians arouse antagonism in others. Our Lord claimed to be the only way to 
God, and that is a great stumbling block to many today who feel all religions are 
true ways to one God. We cannot do that without denying His claims. Our reliable 
text says our Lord passed through Samaria, not made a detour round it. Faith is 
not some vague belief, but that the Lord Jesus is the only way to God. 

"And as he entered into a certain village," presumably to rest on his journey, 
"there met him ten men that were lepers." Lepers had to live apart and so had to 
go where they could beg for food, and who better to beg off than pilgrims? They 
must by now, late in His ministry, have heard of our Lord healing lepers. By a 
mixture of law and tradition they "stood afar off'. They had to keep their distance 
or risk getting driven off, even stoned. Faith comes to Jesus, ignoring the hostility 
of others at our approach. 
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Leprosy, although it is unpopular to say so, is an exact type of sin. It is true the 
diseases covered in Leviticus chapter 13 include infectious skin conditions other 
than leprosy, and that we do not wish to stigmatise leprosy, but it remains true that 
sin resembles leprosy. To the ancients and in many lands, it is held to be a 
punishment from God. One has only to think of Elisha's servant Gehazi punished 
by "the leprosy therefore of Naaman shall cleave to thee, and unto thy seed for 
ever", in 2 Kings chapter 5. The disease as it was then in Palestine was described 
by Thompson, the American Chaplain out there in the early 1800s. Scabs 
appear, then spread to various parts of the body, the hair and eyebrows fall off, the 
nails loosen and fall, then the disease in a leisurely fashion devours its victim. It 
attacks the joints, so fingers and toes gradually drop off, then hands, feet, limbs, 
nose, ears, eyes, and the disease attacks the voice box, so the voice sinks, and 
finally only weird gurgling sounds come out. The leper was feared, hated, driven 
off, and lived in colonies alone, nursing and feeding each other as they could. 
Thompson says after years in Jerusalem he went to the leper colony, and what he 
saw and smelt made him vomit. In their misery, leper Moslems lived with leper 
Jews, a thing normally impossible. We have to display our foul disease to Jesus' 
eyes. We show Him the things that come out of our hearts, "evil thoughts, 
adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, 
lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness". Faith comes to Him 
and confesses fully. 

Sinners congregate like lepers. Drunkards love bars and pubs or the events they 
tum up at with tins of lager from the supermarket. Thieves are of old time 
notorious for having their "kitchens", witches their "covens". The lascivious 
have their night clubs, the pleasure loving their hedonistic music festivals, the 
violent gangs on housing estates hang out together, and those who sell and 
abuse drugs have gangs and territories and derelict properties they flock in. The 
list of gatherings of sinners is endless. We sinners love the company of sinners. 
Faith forsakes companions, family and friends, and comes to Jesus, if others will 
not, alone. 

"And they lifted up their voices," means they shouted. The disease was not in 
its advanced stage in all of them, "and said, Jesus, Master". They feel they have 
come to Jesus, but really the Lord had come to that very village that very day, 
seeking them. This is the great truth that the Lord laid hold of Luther for, that the 
first move in the salvation of a soul is of the Lord. This is the great truth Calvin 
emphasised, as Augustine had before him, that "salvation is of the Lord". Indeed, 
the Counter Reformation of Rome spent much effort, Ignatius Loyola in 
particular, denying that God acts first in salvation. Faith does not try to make itself 
presentable. It comes just as it is, hopeless and helpless, and cries to the Lord, 
"have mercy". 

See, He does! It appeared to the lepers that they had taken the initiative, and it 
appears to every one who is converted that they came to Jesus. But the Lord came 
"to seek and to save that which is lost". Do you see why He walked, not rode? For 
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the same reason as Chadd of Lichfield, the Culdee Christian missionary to the 
northern Saxons, and before him Aidan of Lindisfame. The king in Bamborough 
Castle gave Aidan a valuable horse, and Aidan gave it away to the first beggar he 
met, to the great displeasure of the king. When asked why by him, Aidan showed 
the king that he wanted to meet people and walk down the road with them, and 
tell them the Gospel stories and point them to the Saviour. That is why Jesus 
walked. He walks with sinners. His is the initiative. Faith is the gift of God. 

"And when he saw them," is really "Directly he saw them". No omniscience 
here, but their cry made Him suddenly aware of their presence. Our Lord was a 
real man, just like us in every point except sin. His flesh was our flesh, and He 
took our nature into the Godhead, so there is a true human in heaven who feels 
for us, sympathises with us, and is approachable by us sinners. Yet later He said 
"were there not ten cleansed?" Do you see? The little troop had departed out of 
sight, yet Jesus knew what was happening the other side of the hill. He knew they 
were healed. He is omniscient. He is God, yet He is man, both in the same 
incident. No wonder the world cannot fathom Him, but every least child of God 
has not even the smallest difficulty in understanding, taught of the Spirit. Faith 
does not wait to understand everything about Jesus, but accepts Him. 

"He said unto them, Go show yourselves unto the priest." Such a simple 
thing, but many preachers make it sound hard and complex. When you speak to 
sinners be sure you make it easy. The great physician understands each perfectly, 
and so never deals with two cases alike. It is a strange feeling to be saved, 
something you are aware is unique. Look at Luke chapter 5, verse 12 onward. 
Here our Lord says, "I will: be thou clean. And immediately the leprosy departed 
from him". Only then did He send him to the priest, as the Law says in Leviticus 
chapter 13. That man came early in Jesus' ministry, like the leper in Mark chapter 
1 verse 40. He did not know if the Lord would drive him off, as the rest of the 
Rabbis would likely have done. He had never heard of a leper being healed by 
Jesus. So our Lord dealt tenderly with him, not testing his faith, but healing him 
then and there. Here, late in His ministry, He tests faith. The explanation of why 
God allowed apparently impossible things to happen to you when you came to 
Him, is because He wants from you "faith that worketh by love". Love Him and 
trust Him. Look at how Jesus dealt with the sick of the palsy in Matthew chapter 
9. He first forgave the man's sins in verse 2, then later in verse 6, healed him. Tum 
to the impotent man lying those 38 years by the Pool of Bethesda in John chapter 
5 verse 8. Our Lord heals him, saying, "Arise, take up thy bed, and walk". Only 
afterwards, in verse 14, does Jesus meet him in the temple and deals with the 
matter of his sin. Faith does not say, "He must do it this way, or I will not 
believe". Faith says, "/am unique, so God deals with me differently to every 
other sinner". 

These ten lepers undergo a harder trial of their faith. With no sign of healing 
they are sent to show themselves to the priest. What a fruitless journey unless His 
Word is truth. Do you see, it is because the Lord loves you and I especially we are 
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sent on what could be a fruitless journey through life? It is true, if there is nothing 
when we reach the end, "we are of all men most miserable". But Christ is risen 
from the dead, we shall arrive in triumph. Faith has an immediate reward, 
cleansing, but the real reward is reserved in heaven above. 

So never believe those who say nine of the number had no faith. Clearly all had 
faith in Christ's Word or they would not have set off down the stony road in the 
heat. Picture the scene as they start out in their stinking rags, rotting flesh, and 
bleeding stumps of feet, some on rough crutches, others blind and clinging to the 
one ahead. No, they had genuine faith. How cruel quack faith healers are, rousing 
hope that can only disappoint. Faith can be there, but deficient if when healed it 
goes its own way without returning to give thanks to Jesus. 

The question is did they all get there? If they did the priest had to inspect them, 
lock them up seven days and then re-inspect them to be certain that the dangerous 
catching disease had really gone. Did Christ stay that long in the village? We 
cannot be sure, but the words "and one of them, when he saw that he was healed, 
turned back," make it virtually certain he never got to the priest. When a man has 
been healed of sin, he instinctively turns back, "and with a loud voice" glorifies 
"God". The sinner healed of sin does like this man who "fell down on his face 
at his feet, giving him thanks". The leper draws near now close to the Saviour's 
feet, full of thankfulness. Strong faith acts like that leper in returning to give God 
the glory. 

Instead of saying "Arise!" our Lord asks a question for the benefit of the 
bystanders, "Where are the nine?" The answer is they were so overjoyed with the 
gift of healing they forgot the Healer. Why did they behave so? Some of the main 
reasons were and are pride, indolence, undervaluing and, above all, being afraid 
He will have a claim on their lives. The truth emphasised is that nine out of every 
ten the Lord heals of sin go away. I heard that in a certain big student church, they 
reckoned most of the students coming to faith in the Lord in that church were not 
found in any church once they had left university. We had to have a chair put right, 
and in conversation with the mender he said he had become a Christian at 
university. He said he no longer went to church, and was critical of our faith. No, 
the nine still depart. Saving faith can be as a grain of mustard seed. Weak faith 
saves but it makes for an uncomfortable life. Watch "Little Faith" weep as soon 
as there is a problem, a disaster, an illness or a death. It is a sad sight.'Not having 
followed the Lord fully at the first, faith cannot change its spots now: 

What our Lord said was, "There are not found that returned to give glory to 
God, save this stranger." Our Lord underscores the word "stranger". That is not to 
say the other nine were all Jews. He does not say that, but the only one who came 
back to thank Him was a Samaritan, the despised enemy. May I plead with you to 
put the conversion of Muslims higher on your agenda in prayer and support. They 
are the "enemy" today, persecuting and hating us. A Brethren missionary, Col. 
Fisk, who had fought in the trenches and been "over the top" in the First World 
War, said he never faced such danger as he faced later from Muslims in Morocco. 
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He wrote, after a lifetime of witness to Muslims, that the converts were like the 
fruit of the cactus, the prickly pear. You pick the thorny fruit with difficulty from 
amongst the wicked cactus thorns that tear the hands. But the taste of the fruit, 
eaten in the moonlight under the stars after the heat of the day, is very special. 
There is something lovely about it. The "stranger" is worth the picking above all 
our unthankful countrymen and, as I can testify personally, later returns more 
glory to God. Faith glows in the churches of the strangers, ex-Hindus, Sikhs and 
Muslims. They return to give glory to God. 

The passion driving our Saviour is "to give glory to God". In His prayer to His 
Father in John chapter 17 He says, "I have glorified thee on earth". How much 
have we increased God's glory on earth by our lives? The Lord added immense 
lustre to that glory. He "brought life and immortality to light through the Gospel", 
He revealed God as the Trinity of love, kind, forgiving, gracious to His enemy the 
sinner man, willing to give His own beloved Son, His dearest and best, to go 
through death and hell in order to save such an unthankful wretch, one who had 
shown nothing but enmity to Him. The Samaritan's faith gave glory to God. 

When I consider what faith in Jesus has done for the world, and is now doing, 
how it keeps up hope, awakens new courage, sooths pain, gives an ideal to those 
whose hours are cold and hard, brings down otherwise impassable barriers 
between men, binds together distant ages, and is bringing in the consummation of 
the ages when Jesus comes again, even now bringing down blessing from heaven, 
then I bless God for faith. It is the transition from hell to heaven, evil to good, 
darkness to light, and eternal misery to eternal bliss. Only trust Him! 

---·---

• FOR YOUNGER READERS • 

CARINE MACKENZIE 

WAITING PATIENTLY 

HAVE you ever planted seeds or bulbs in the garden? When you were very little 
you may have gone out the next day to see if the flowers had appeared. It takes 
time for the flowers to grow and we have to wait patiently until they push through 
the ground. The farmer plants the seed and has to wait patiently for the harvest 
time to come. 

God's people have to be patient too. "Be patient," James tells us, "unto the 
coming of the Lord. Be patient: stablish your hearts: for the coming of the 
Lord draweth nigh." God's timing is always right. He has promised that Jesus 
will return to the earth but only God knows that time and His people must 
wait patiently. 
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It is appointed unto men once to die and only God knows the date of that 
appointment too. We must patiently believe and leave it all in God's hands. 

Sometimes we can worry and fret when bad things are happening to us, but 
God tells us to be patient in tribulation (Romans 12: 12). David in Psalm 37 tells 
us to rest in the Lord and wait patiently for Him and not to fret when we see 
wicked people getting on better than us. 

In our foolishness we can wish for something to happen and then do all we can 
to make sure that comes to pass. God's way is for us to seek Him first and then 
all things will be added to us in His will. If we are patiently delighting in God, we 
will not lack any good thing for we will be perfectly satisfied with Him. 

How much better to be content with God than to be fretting for lesser things. 
When the troubles of life come our way, these can help us to learn patience. This 
patience gives us experience of God's dealings with us, which leads to hope in 
Him because of His great love to us (see Romans 5:3-5). 

Jesus rebuked Martha for being impatient with her sister Mary. "She has left me 
to do all the work alone. Tell her to help me," she complained. "Martha, Martha," 
Jesus said, "thou art careful and troubled about many things." Jesus commended 
Mary for sitting beside Him and listening to His teaching. Patiently resting and 
waiting on God is a much more important occupation than making the meal. 

We should seek to lead our lives with patience, "looking unto Jesus the author 
and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the 
cross, despising the shame and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God". 

Considering Jesus and what He has done for us will keep us from being weary 
and fretful and impatient. 

BIBLE SEARCH 

Find the missing words. The initial letters of your answers should spell out the 
subject of the story. 

1. The patient in spirit is better than the ____ in spirit (Ecclesiastes 7:8). 

2. If when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is ____ _ 
with God (1 Peter 2:20). 

3. Rejoicing in hope, patient in 
(Romans 12:12). 

_____ , continuing instant in prayer 

4. I waited patiently for the Lord and he _____ unto me, and heard my cry 
(Psalm 40:1). 

5. And so, after he (Abraham) had patiently ____ he obtained the promise 
(Hebrews 6: 15). 

6. Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the corning of the Lord draweth 
____ (James 5:8). 
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7. For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, 
that we through patience and of the scriptures might have hope 
(Romans 15:4). 

8. Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, 
____ with alllongsuffering and doctrine (2 Timothy 4:2). 

---·---

• KINGDOM OFFENCES • 

D. L. FRY (Mudgee, Australia) 

THIS series on "Thy Kingdom Come" from our Lord's parables in Matthew 13 
commenced with the 4,000 year Royal Family Tree (Matthew 1 and Luke 3) and 
concludes with Jesus' earthly friends' and family's reactions to His words and 
works. Scattered throughout the Gospel accounts of the Saviour's life are details 
of His Jewish family life: Annunciations of both cousins' miraculous conceptions 
and births in Luke 1 and 2 with introductions to Zechariah and Elizabeth, Mary 
and Joseph; Christmas Eve in the Stable and first visitors. Then the circumcision 
and naming at 8 days, the dedication in the temple at 6 weeks and flight to Egypt 
as refugees from Herod's wrath at 2 years after the visit of the Magi in Matthew 
2 and return to Nazareth. At 12 years we see the Boy Jesus in the Temple 
confirming His Divine Sonship but returning, in submission to His earthly 
parents, in Luke 2:40-42. His mother features at the Wedding in Cana of Galilee 
where He changed water to wine at the age of 30. 

His rejection by fellow countrymen who despised "the carpenter's son" also 
names some of His siblings, children of Mary and Joseph, despite the errors of the 
doctrine of perpetual virginity promoted by some "church fathers". "James, 
Joseph, Simeon and Judah and His sisters" indicate that His eart!J.ly family would 
have been at least 8; Jesus plus 4 brothers plus at least 3 sisters, Hebrew having 
singular, dual and plural numbers! Plus Mary and Joseph. So what part are we told 
that this family from Nazareth played in our Lord's ministry? Three passages give 
us fairly substantial clues. 

1. Family concern for His sanity 

no doubt arose from a report by His friends who tried to "lay hold on him: for they 
said, He is beside himself', the scribes having said "He hath Beelzebub, and by 
the prince of the devils casteth he out devils" (Mark 3:21-22) This followed by the 
arrival of Mary and His brothers wanting to speak to Him, no doubt to persuade 
Him to return home and resume the headship of the home and family business 
(Mark 3:31-35, Matthew 13:54-58, Luke 8:19-21). 
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2. Jesus' concern for his mother 
as from the Cross He hands over the care of Mary to the Apostle John (John 
19:26-27) as she alone could give to the Gospel writers first-hand testimony later 
recorded by Luke in chapters 1 and 2 and Matthew 1 and 2. Early tradition of 
John's ministry in Ephesus would have enabled this to happen prior to his exile 
on Patmos! 

3. Christ's resurrection appearances 

to His disciples and apostles included "Mary the mother of Jesus and His 
brethren" (Acts 1:14). Although this is the last mention of Mary, two of His 
brothers feature in the life of the Church. The Apostle Paul mentions that he "saw 
James the Lord's brother" in Jerusalem and the Epistle of Jude (Judah) describes 
the writer as "the brother of James". Now there were many James and Judahs, but 
earliest testimonies point to Christ's earthly brothers. James, though not one of the 
twelve Apostles, appears as the leader of the Church at Jerusalem issuing the first 
decree which dealt with church membership and practice (Acts 15:13). Let's not 
forget that James the brother of John had previously been executed by Herod in 
Acts 12:1-2. 

So, until His Resurrection, our Lord's earthly family also needed to be 
convinced that He was who He said He was, in company with the men and women 
who followed Him during the three and a half years of His ministry. We should 
not be surprised, then, if others, including our friends and family, find it difficult 
to accept that we might be called by God to serve Him in a total and wholehearted 
way, whether at home, in Christian service or overseas. Many of the Lord's 
servants have been dissuaded and even prevented from answering His call to 
ministry and missionary work. 

All this underlines the dangers in serving the King and engaging in the fight 
against "Sin, the World and the Devil", to which every believer is called and 
enrolled as children of the Kingdom of God. The Parable of the Seed and Soils 
identifies the hard pathway, the shallow rocky soil and the thorns as inimical to 
personal spiritual growth and life. The Parable of the Wheat and Tares points to 
Satan as the enemy who adds "wild oats" to the good seed. The parables of the 
Mustard Seed and Leaven illustrate the invasion of enemy agents. The parables of 
the Treasure, Pearl and Net indicate the principle of zero tolerance of imperfect 
quality in our service. The Parable of the Householder emphasises the necessity 
of total biblical truth as the foundation for Christian teaching and preaching. 

The chapter, Matthew 13, concludes with His fellow countrymen being 
"offended in him. But Jesus said unto them, "A prophet is not without honour, save 
in his own country, and in his own house. And He did not many mighty works 
there because of their unbelief." As the Apostle Paul said to the Church in Corinth, 
the preaching of the Cross is foolishness and a stumbling block to unbelievers but 
the power of God for salvation through faith in Him (1 Corinthians 1:21-24). 



The Gospel Magazine 191 

• WHEAT OR CHAFF? • 

Part II 

J. C. RYLE 

"Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and gather his 
wheat into the gamer; but he will bum up the chaff with unquenchable fire" 

(Matthew 3:12) 

3. Let me show you, in the third place, the portion which Christ's people shall 
receive, when He comes to purge His floor 
The text at the beginning tells us this in good and comfortable words. It tells us 
that Christ shall "gather his wheat into his garner." 

When the Lord Jesus comes the second time, He shall collect His believing 
people into a place of safety. He will send His angels and gather them from every 
quarter. The sea shall give up the dead that are in it and the graves the dead that 
are in them, and the living shall be changed. Not one poor sinner of mankind who 
has ever laid hold on Christ by faith shall be missing in that company. Not one 
single grain of wheat shall be missing and left outside when judgments fall upon 
a wicked world. There shall be a garner for the wheat of the earth and into that 
garner all the wheat shall be brought. 

Ah, reader, it is a sweet and comfortable thought that "the Lord careth for the 
righteous". But how much the Lord cares for them, I fear is little known, and 
dimly seen. They have their trials, beyond question, and these both many and 
great. The flesh is weak. The world is full of snares. The cross is heavy. The way 
is narrow. The companions are few. But still they have strong consolations, if their 
eyes were but open to see them. Like Hagar, they have a well of water near them, 
even in the wilderness, though they often do not find it out. Like Mary, they have 
Jesus standing by their side, though often they are not aware of it for very tears. 

Bear with me, while I try to tell you something about Christ's care for poor 
sinners that believe in Him. Alas, indeed, that it should be needful! But we live in 
a day of weak and feeble statements. The danger of the state of nature is feebly 
exposed. The privileges of the state of grace are feebly set forth. Hesitating souls 
are not encouraged. Disciples are not established and confirmed. The man out of 
Christ is not rightly alarmed. The man in Christ is not rightly built up. The one 
sleeps on, and seldom has his conscience pricked. The other creeps and crawls all 
his days, and never thoroughly understands the riches of his inheritance. Truly this 
is a sore disease and one that I would gladly help to cure. To be brethren of Christ 
and sons of God by adoption, to have full and perfect forgiveness and the 
renewing of the Holy Ghost, to have a place in the book of life and a name on the 
breast-plate of the great High Priest in heaven; all these are glorious things 



192 The Gospel Magazine 

indeed. But still they are not the whole of a believer's portion. They are upper 
springs indeed but still there are nether springs beside. 

The Lord takes pleasure in His believing people. Though black in their own 
eyes, they are comely and honourable in His. They are all fair. He sees no spot in 
them. Their weaknesses and shortcomings do not break off the union between Him 
and them. He chose them, knowing all their hearts. He took them for His own with 
a perfect understanding of all their debts, liabilities, and infirmities, and He will 
never break His covenant and cast them off. When they fall, He will raise them 
again. When they wander, He will bring them back. Their prayers are pleasant to 
Him. As a father loves the first stammering efforts of his child to speak, so the Lord 
loves the poor feeble petitions of His people. He endorses them with His own 
mighty intercession, and gives them power on high. Their services are pleasant to 
Him. As a father delights in the first daisy that his child picks and brings him, even 
so the Lord is pleased with the weak attempts of His people to serve Him. Not a 
cup of cold water shall lose its reward. Not a word spoken in love shall ever be 
forgotten. He told the Hebrews of Noah's faith, but not of his drunkenness; of 
Rahab's faith, but not of her lie. Oh, reader, it is a blessed thing to be God's wheat! 

The Lord cares for His believing people in their lives. Their dwelling place is 
well known. The street, "called strait," where Judas dwelt, and Paul lodged, the 
house by the sea-side, where Peter prayed, were all familiar to their Lord. None 
have such attendants as they have; angels rejoice when they are born again, angels 
minister to them, and angels encamp around them. None have such food; their 
bread is given them, and their water sure, and they have meat to eat of which the 
world knows nothing. None have such company as they have; the Spirit dwelleth 
with them. The Father and the Son come to them and make their abode with them. 
Their steps are all ordered from grace to glory. They that persecute them persecute 
Christ Himself, and they that hurt them hurt the apple of the Lord's eye. Their 
trials and temptations are all measured out by a wise Physician; not a grain of 
bitterness is ever mingled in their cup which is not good for the health of their 
souls. Their temptations, like Job's, are all under God's control; Satan cannot 
touch a hair of their head without their Lord's permission, nor even tempt them 
above that which they shall be able to bear. As a father pitieth his own children, 
so does the Lord pity them that fear Him. He never afflicts them willingly. He 
leads them by the right way. He withholds nothing that is really for their good. 
Come what will, there is always a needs-be. When they are placed in the furnace, 
it is that they may be purified. When they are chastened, it is that they may 
become more holy. When they are pruned, it is to make them more fruitful. When 
they are transplanted from place to place, it is that they may bloom more brightly. 
All things are continually working together for their good. Like the bee they 
extract sweetness even out of the bitterest flowers. Ah, reader, it is a blessed thing 
to be Christ's wheat! 

The Lord cares for His believing people in their deaths. Their times are all in 
the Lord's hand. The hairs of their heads are all numbered and not one can ever fall 
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to the ground without their Father. They are kept on earth till they are ripe and 
ready for glory and not one moment longer. When they have had sun and rain 
enough, wind and storm enough, cold and heat enough; when the ear is perfected; 
then, and not till then, the sickle is put in. They are all immortal till their work is 
done. There is not a disease that can loosen the pins of their tabernacle, until the 
Lord gives the word. A thousand may fall at their right hand but there is not a 
plague that can touch them till the Lord sees good. There is not a physician that 
can keep them alive when the Lord gives the word. When they come to their death
bed, the Everlasting Arms are round about them and make all their bed in their 
sickness. When they die, they die like Moses, according to the word of the Lord, 
at the right time and in the right way. And when they breathe their last, they fall 
asleep in Christ and are at once carried, like Lazarus, into Abraham's bosom. Ah, 
reader, it is a blessed thing to be Christ's wheat! When the sun of other men is 
setting, the sun of the believer is rising. When other men are laying aside their 
honours, he is putting his on. Death locks the door on the unbeliever, and shuts him 
out from hope. But death opens the door to the believer, and lets him into paradise. 

And the Lord will care for His believing people in the dreadful day of His 
appearing. The flaming fire shall not come nigh them. The voice of the Archangel 
and the trump of God shall proclaim no terrors to their ears. Sleeping or waking, 
living or dead, mouldering in the coffin or standing at the post of daily duty, 
believers shall be secure and unmoved. They shall lift up their heads with joy 
when they see redemption drawing nigh. They shall be changed and put on their 
beautiful garments in the twinkling of an eye. They shall be caught up to meet the 
Lord in the air. Jesus will do nothing to a sin-laden world till all His people are 
safe. There was an ark for Noah when the flood began. There was a Zoar for Lot 
when the fire fell on Sodom. There was a Pella for early Christians when 
Jerusalem was besieged. There was a Zurich for English Reformers when popish 
Mary came to the throne. And there will be a garner for all the wheat of the earth 
in the last day. Ah, reader, it is a blessed thing to be Christ's wheat! 

I often wonder at the miserable faithlessness of those among us who are 
believers. Next to the hardness of the unconverted heart, I call it one of the 
greatest wonders in the world. I wonder that with such mighty reasons for 
confidence we can still be so full of doubts. I marvel, above all things, how any 
can deny the doctrine that Christ's people persevere unto the end, and can fancy 
that He who loved them so as to die for them upon the cross, will ever let them 
be cast away. I cannot think so. I do not believe the Lord Jesus will ever lose 
one of His flock. He will not let Satan pluck away from Him so much as one 
sick lamb. He will not allow one bone of His mystical body to be broken. He will 
not suffer one jewel to fall from His crown. He and His bride have been once 
joined in an everlasting covenant and they shall never, never be put asunder. The 
trophies won by earthly conquerors have often been wrested from them and 
carried off; but this shall never be said of the trophies of Him who triumphed for 
us on the cross. "My sheep," He says, "shall never perish" (John 10:28). I take my 
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stand on that text. I know not how it can be evaded. If words have any meaning, 
the perseverance of Christ's people is there. I cannot believe when the Lord Jesus 
has delivered a soul from the snare of the devil that He will ever leave that soul 
to take his chance, and wrestle on in his own feebleness against sin, the devil, and 
the world. 

I dare be sure, if you were present at a shipwreck, and seeing some helpless 
child tossing on the waves, were to plunge into the sea, and save him at the risk 
of your own life; I dare be sure you would not be content with merely bringing 
that child safe to shore. You would not lay him down when you had reached the 
land and say, "I will do no more. He is weak, but I have done enough. I have 
delivered him from the waters, he is not drowned." You would not do it. You 
would not say so. You would lift him in your arms. You would carry him to the 
nearest house. You would try to bring back warmth and animation. You would use 
every means to restore health and vigour. You would never leave him till his 
recovery was a certain thing. 

And can you suppose the Lord Jesus Christ is less merciful or less 
compassionate? Can you think He would suffer on the cross and die and yet leave 
it uncertain whether believers in Him would be saved? Can you think He would 
wrestle with death and hell and go down to the grave for our sakes, and yet allow 
our eternal life to hang on such a thread as our poor miserable endeavours? 

Oh no! He does not do so. He is a perfect and complete Saviour. Those whom 
He loves, He loves unto the end. Those whom He washes in His blood, He never 
leaves nor forsakes. He puts His fear into their hearts so that they shall not depart 
from Him. Where He begins a work, there He also finishes. All whom He 
transplants into His garden on earth, He transplants sooner or later into paradise. 
All whom He quickens by His spirit, He will also bring with Him when He enters 
His kingdom. There is a gamer for every grain of the wheat. All shall appear in 
Zion before God. 

From false grace men may fall, and that both finally and foully. I never doubt 
this. I see proof of it continually. From true grace men never do fall totally. They 
never did and they never will. If they commit sin, like Peter, they shall repent and 
rise again. If they err from the right way, like David, they shall be brought back. 
It is not any strength or power of their own that keeps them from apostasy. They 
are kept because the power, and love, and promises of the Trinity are all engaged 
on their side. The election of God the Father shall not be fruitless, the intercession 
of God the Son shall not be ineffectual, the love of God the Spirit shall not be 
labour in vain. The Lord shall keep the feet of His saints. They shall all be more 
than conquerors through Him that loved them. They shall all conquer, and none 
die eternally. 

If you have not yet taken up the cross and become Christ's disciple, you little 
know what privileges you are missing. Peace with God now and glory hereafter; 
the Everlasting Arms to keep you by the way, and the gamer of safety in the end; 
all these are freely given without money and without price. You may say that 
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Christians have tribulations; you forget that they have also consolations. You may 
say they have peculiar sorrows; you forget they have also peculiar joys. You see 
but half the Christian life. You see not all. You see the warfare, but not the meat 
and the wages. You see the tossing and conflict of the outward part of Christianity; 
you see not the hidden treasures which lie deep within. Like Elisha's servant, you 
see the enemies of God's children; but you do not, like Elisha, see the chariots and 
horses of fire which protect them. Oh, judge not by outward appearances! Be sure 
that the least drop of the water of life is better than all the rivers of the world. 
Remember the garner and the crown. Be wise in time. 

If you feel that you are a weak disciple, think not that weakness shuts you out 
from any of the privileges of which I have been speaking. Weak faith is true faith, 
and weak grace is true grace; and both are the gift of Him who never gives in vain. 
Fear not, neither be discouraged. Doubt not, neither despair. Jesus will never 
break the bruised reed, nor quench the smoking flax. The babes in a family are as 
much loved and thought of as the elder brothers and sisters. The tender seedlings 
in a garden are as diligently looked after as the old trees. The lambs in the flock 
are as carefully tended by the good shepherd as the old sheep. Oh, rest assured it 
is just the same in Christ's family, in Christ's garden, in Christ's flock. All are 
loved. All are tenderly thought of. All are cared for. And all shall be found in His 
garner at last. 

Reader, think on these things. Begin to meditate on my question this very day. 
Are you wheat or chaff? 

• To BE CoNCLUDED • 

---·---

• EPAPHRAS • 

MAURICE HANDFORD (Poynton, Cheshire) 

ONLY some 27 words record what we know of Epaphras - 5 verses in all
and yet how much is revealed about this good man; it is very much a case of 
multum in parvo. 

A beloved fellow servant (Colossians 1:7) 

To the Apostle Paul he was a dear partner in service, a good colleague; and this 
was indeed high praise. Paul bestows upon Epaphras a title he normally reserved 
for himself- "bond" "servant of Jesus Christ" (Colossians 4:12); he uses this of 
only one another - Timothy, his own son in the faith. A bond servant was one 
whose only concern was to do his master's will, and such was Epaphras. At the 
time this epistle was written Epaphras was with Paul in prison, ministering to the 
needs of the Apostle who was suffering for the Gospel's sake. 
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Afaithful minister (Colossians 1:7) 

There can surely be no greater commendation than this! He was not only loyal to 
his brethren in the ministry but also devoted to the needs of his flock. "It is 
required in stewards that a man be found faithful." A faithful ministry is one of 
the greatest blessings that the Lord can bestow upon the Church. 

His ministry was not parochially confined, he possessed a missionary spirit. 
Epaphras had a deep concern not only for the believers at Colosse but also for 
those at Laodicea and Hierapolis (Colossians 4: 13). Have we a genuine concern 
for the millions who have never heard the Gospel, both in our own country and in 
other lands? 

The Apostle says of this good man that "He declared unto us your love in the 
Spirit". He was not taken up only with the faults of his people but was also ready 
to acknowledge their good qualities. He watched over them as one who must give 
account for their souls. He bent all his powers to the exercising of a pastoral and 
teaching ministry. He was, we may be sure, the counsellor, devoted friend and 
trusted leader of his people. May the Lord graciously raise up more men of the 
order of Epaphras. 

A man of prayer (Colossians 4:12) 

He laboured fervently in prayer. The secret of this man's ministry was his prayer 
life. He reinforced all his service with prayer; he knew that to pray is to work. 
There was a persistence about his praying, "always labouring fervently for you in 
prayers". This is perhaps the weak spot of many; we let go, instead of holding on. 
We need the attitude of Jacob: "I will not let thee go except thou bless me." Our 
Lord taught that men should always pray and not faint. 

Epaphras is said to have "laboured", or "agonised", in prayer. He wrestled in 
prayer and probably rose from his knees utterly spent. Some grow tired of 
praying, but Epaphras grew tired through praying. He would have subscribed to 
Horatius Bonar's statement that only "with strong great wrestlings souls are 
won". Do we believe in the ministry of intercession? 

The burden of his prayer was that the believers at Colosse might "stand perfect 
and complete in all the will of God". He prayed for spiritual maturity for his flock 
- here is a petition we need to offer today when so many seem to lack depth and 
stability. Too many in our churches are tossed around with every wind of doctrine; 
they need the stabilising effects of the doctrines of grace. 

Epaphras knew that prayer is a costly thing; it involved for him both travail of 
soul and expenditure of time, but it was abundantly worthwhile and paid large 
dividends. 

"Pray without ceasing," Paul exhorted the Thessalonians. Epaphras exem
plified that exhortation by labouring fervently in prayer. May we do likewise. 

Trust Christ much, and you will have much to praise Him for. William Romaine 
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• THE SON OF GOD HAS COME • 

MARGARET SIDDONS (Leicester) 

The Son of God has come, 
A light for Gentile eyes, 
The glory of His Israel, 
The wisdom of the wise. 

The Son of God has come 
To bring God's truth to earth; 
Light shone into our darkened world 
At Jesus' virgin birth. 

The Son of God has come, 
Perfect in word and deed, 
That we might have, before God's throne, 
A righteousness to plead. 

The Son of God has come, 
On Him our sins were laid; 
He died to be our Substitute 
And all our debt He paid. 

The Son of God has come 
To conquer Satan's power; 
Christ shall alone the Victor be 
In that great final hour. 

---·---

(Christmas 2001) 

MASTER CALVIN'S LAST LETTER TO WILLIAM FAREL 

"Farewell, my best and most faithful brother, since it is God's will that you 
should survive; live in the constant recollection of our union, which, in so far 
as it was useful to the Church of God, will still bear for us abiding fruit in 
heaven. I wish you not to fatigue yourself on my account. My breath is weak, 
and I continually expect it to leave me. It is enough for me that I live and die 
in Christ, who is gain to His people both in life and death. Once more farewell 
to thee, and to all the brethren thy colleagues." 
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• STUDIES IN EZEKIEL • 

P. KING (Hailsham) 

Chapter 11 
THOU ART A PRIEST FOR EVER AFTER THE ORDER 

OF MELCHISEDEC 

A NEW vision came to the prophet, although he has stayed in the same place. He 
is looking at the east gate of Jerusalem, which led directly to the sanctuary, the 
most central place of Judaism. Twenty-five men stood there, similar to chapter 
8:16, representing the entire priesthood- twenty-five divisions. As verse 2 shows, 
these are the ringleaders, deceiving the people, and as he looked Pelatiah died. 
Ezekiel cried out "wilt thou make a full end of the remnant of Israel?". Jeremiah, 
writing to the exiles (Jeremiah 29:5) told them to build houses and settle down in 
Babylon, because they were going to stay there a long time. The priests said, build 
in Jerusalem for no harm will come to you. Amazingly, out of the arrogance of 
Judah's priests the Gospel message shines; a new heart and a new spirit, the only 
way to true repentance and obedience. Ezekiel speaks to the people. 

1. The old order destroyed. Disobedience to Jehovah's commands is Judah's 
problem, yet they will not listen to Jeremiah's prophecy. For a long time the 
prophet preached to them (12 sermons) but such words as "I, the Lord, search the 
heart" (Jeremiah 17: 10) and "I am weary with repenting" (Jeremiah 15:6) went 
unheeded, until the time for action that has now come. A corrupt priesthood is the 
worst of all errors in Judah, since this institution was at the heart of the nation. A 
church leadership that is unbiblical will bring havoc into the fellowship. If leaders 
do not care for souls, the people must be in despair. 

2. The new order formed. The captives were in hostile territory with no temple, 
yet Jehovah seeing the situation brings comfort. "I will be to them as a little 
sanctuary" (verse 16) [or I will for a little while (while in this captivity) be a 
sanctuary], "I will put a new spirit within you; and I will take the stony heart 
out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh" (verse 19). This predicts 
the priesthood of every believer, needing no temple, "for [the Christian] is 
the temple of the Holy Ghost" ( 1 Corinthians 6: 19). See also Zechariah 7: 12 on 
the stony heart. The new order is beginning to emerge as the old legalism of 
works is replaced by a covenant of grace. It is like reading Paul's letter to the 
New Testament Church rather than a prophecy for Jews living in exile miles away 
from home. 

3. The prophet enters a new vision. The glory of God departs, transporting 
Ezekiel back to Chaldea and a new vision. 
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LESSONS FOR OUR DAY 

(a) Position in the church brings great responsibility. This lesson is taught over 
and again here, because it is vital to the health of the church. Selfish or remote 
leadership will demoralise the people. 

(b) God's words will come to pass. The scene looks hopeless, but He is working 
his purposes. 

(c) Out of apparent confusion greater wonders often come. Who would have 
thought at this point in Judah's history that the Gospel would shine through 
the gloom? 

(d) Christians are the temple of the living God. This is a grand doctrine 
explained by Paul in 1 Corinthians 6:19: "Know ye not that your body is the 
temple of the Holy Ghost?" 

(e) Christ has now come, reconciling us to God by His life, death and 
resurrection. We have light Ezekiel and his compatriots did not have. 

---·---

• Goon CHEER FOR CHRISTMAS • 

C. H. SPURGEON 

Delivered on Lord's Day morning, 20th December 1868, at the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle, Newington 

"And in this mountain shall the Lord of hosts make unto all people a feast of 
fat things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on 

the lees well-refined" (Isaiah 25:6) 

WE have nearly arrived at the great merry-making season of the year. On 
Christmas Day we shall find all the world in England enjoying themselves with 
all the good cheer which they can afford. Servants of God, you who have the 
largest share in the Person of Him who was born at Bethlehem, I invite you to the 
best of all Christmas fare to nobler food than makes the table groan - bread from 
Heaven, food for your spirit! Behold how rich and how abundant are the 
provisions which God has made for the high festival which He would have His 
servants keep, not now and then, but all the days of their lives! 

God, in the verse before us, has been pleased to describe the provisions of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Although many other interpretations have been suggested 
for this verse, they are all flat and stale and utterly unworthy of such expressions 
as those before us. When we behold the Person of our Lord Jesus Christ, whose 
flesh is meat, indeed, and whose blood is drink indeed, when we see Him offered 
up upon the chosen mountain we then discover a fullness of meaning in these 
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gracious words of sacred hospitality, "The Lord shall make a feast of fat things, 
of fat things full of marrow". Our Lord Himself was very fond of describing His 
Gospel under the same image as that which is here employed. He spoke of the 
marriage supper of the king, who said, "My oxen and my fatlings are killed, and 
all things are ready". And it did not seem as if He could even complete the beauty 
of the parable of the prodigal son without the killing of the fat calf and feasting 
and music and dancing! As a festival on earth is looked forward to and looked 
back upon as an oasis in the desert of time, so the Gospel of Jesus Christ is to the 
soul its sweet release from bondage and distress its mirth and joy! Upon this 
subject we intend to speak this morning, hoping to be helped by the great Master 
of the feast. 

Our first head will be the feast. The second will be the banqueting hall in this 
mountain. The third will be the Host- "The Lord shall make a feast". And the 
fourth head shall be the guests -He shall make it "unto all people". First, then, 
we have to consider -

THE FEAST 

It is described as consisting of viands of the best, nay, of the best of the best! They 
are fat things, but they are also fat things full of marrow. Wines are provided of 
the most delicious and invigorating kind, wines on the lees, which retain their 
aroma, their strength, and their flavour but these are most ancient and rare, having 
been so long kept that they have become well-refined. By long standing they have 
purified and clarified themselves and brought themselves to the highest degree of 
brightness and excellence. The best of the best God has provided in the Gospel for 
the sons of men! 

Let us attentively survey the blessings of the Gospel and observe that they are 
fat things, and fat things full of marrow. 

One of the first Gospel blessings is that of complete justification. A sinner, 
though guilty in himself, no sooner believes in Jesus than all his sins are 
pardoned! The righteousness of Christ becomes his righteousness, and he is 
accepted in the Beloved. Now, this is a delicious dish, indeed! Here is something 
for the soul to feed upon! To think that I, though a deeply guilty one, am absolved 
of God and set free from the bondage of the Law! To think that I, though once an 
heir of wrath, am now as accepted before God as Adam was when he walked in 
the Garden without a sin! Nay, more accepted, still, for the Divine righteousness 
of Christ belongs to me, and I stand complete in Him, beloved in the Beloved and 
accepted in Him, too! Beloved, this is such a precious truth, that when the soul 
feeds on it, it experiences a quiet peace, a deep and heavenly calm, to be found 
nowhere on earth besides! This is a kind of honey which never cloys, to be 
assured by the Word of God and by the witness of the Holy Spirit within you, that 
you are reconciled and brought near by the blood and the righteousness of Jesus 
Christ. This is a choice mercy! This is a fat thing, indeed! But this is not all, it is 
a fat thing full of marrow too! There is an inner lusciousness in it when you reach 
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the heart and soul of the matter, transcendent in richness! Remember that this 
righteousness, this acceptance, this justification becomes ours in a perfectly legal 
way, one against which Satan, himself, cannot raise an objection, for our 
Substitute has paid our debt, therefore we are righteously discharged. Christ has 
fulfilled the Law, and made it honourable for us. Therefore are we justly accepted 
and beloved. Here is marrow, indeed, when we perceive the truth and reality of 
the Substitution of Jesus, and grasp with heart and soul the fact of our great Surety 
standing in our place at the bar of justice that we might stand in His place in the 
place of honour and love! What bliss it is to cry with the Apostle, "Who shall 
lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he 
that condernneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is 
even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us." Come hither, 
all you whose spiritual tastes are purified by Divine Grace, and feed upon this 
choice provision which shall be sweet to your taste, sweeter, also, than honey and 
the honeycomb! 

Meditate upon a second blessing of the Covenant of Grace, namely, that of 
adoption. It is plainly revealed to us that as many as have believed in Christ Jesus 
unto the salvation of their souls, they are the sons of God. "Beloved, now are we 
the sons of God." Here, indeed, is a fat thing! What? Shall a worm of the dust 
become a child of God? A rebel be adopted into the heavenly family? A 
condemned criminal not only forgiven, but actually made a child of God? Wonder 
of wonders! "Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed upon us, that 
we should be called the children of God!" To which of the kings and princes of 
this earth did He ever say, "Thou art my Son"? He has not spoken, thus, to the 
great ones and to the mighty, but God has chosen the base things of this world and 
things that are despised, yea, and things that are not, and made these to be of the 
seed royal! The wise and prudent are passed over, but babes receive the revelation 
of His love. Lord, why me? What am I and what is my father's house that Thou 
shouldst speak of making me Thy child? This gloriously fat thing is also full of 
marrow. There is an inner richness in adoption, for, "if children, then heirs; heirs 
of God, and joint heirs with Christ; if so that we suffer with Him, that we may be 
also glorified together". Well does the Apostle remind us that if children, then heirs, 
for we are thus assured of our blessed heritage. "All things are yours; whether 
Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or 
things to come; all are yours; and ye are Christ's; and Christ is God's." "He that 
spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not, with 
him, also freely give us all things?" Here are royal dainties of which the Word has 
said most truly, "They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy house". 

Passing on from the blessing of adoption, let us remember that every child of 
God is the object of eternal love without beginning and without end. This is one 
of the fat things full of marrow. Is it so, that I, a believer in Jesus, unworthy as I 
am, am the object of the eternal love of God? What transport lies in that thought! 
Long before the Lord began to create the world He had thought of me! Long 
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before Adam fell or Christ was born and the angels sung their first choral over 
Bethlehem's miracle, the eyes and the heart of God were towards His elect 
people! He never began to love them, they were always "a people near unto 
Him". Is it not so written, "I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore 
with lovingkindness have I drawn thee"? Some kick at the doctrine of election, 
but they are ill advised since they labour to overturn one of the noblest dishes 
of the feast! They would dam up one of the coolest streams that flow from 
Lebanon! They would cover over with rubbish one of the richest veins of golden 
ore that make the people of God rich! This doctrine of a love that has no 
commencement is the best wine of our Beloved, and "that goeth down sweetly, 
causing the lips of those that are asleep to speak". How joyously does the heart 
exult and leap for very joy when this truth of God is brought home by the witness 
of the Spirit of God! Then the soul is satisfied with favour and full with the 
blessing of the Lord! 

Equally delightful is the corresponding reflection that this love which had no 
beginning shall have no end. He is a God that changes not. "The gifts and calling 
of God are without repentance." When He has once set His heart of love upon a 
man, He never turns away from doing him good. He says by the mouth of His 
servant the Prophet, that He hates putting away. Though we sin against Him often, 
and provoke Him to jealousy, yet, as the waters of Noah, so is His Covenant to us. 
For as the waters of Noah shall no more go over the earth, so He swears that He 
will not be angry with us nor rebuke us. "The mountains shall depart, and the hills 
be removed; but my kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the 
covenant of my peace be removed, saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee." "I am 
the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed." "Can a 
woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the son 
of her womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee. Behold, I have 
graven thee upon the palms of my hands; thy walls are continually before me." 
Why, Beloved, this, indeed, is a fat thing! And I may add that it is full of marrow 
when you remember that not merely has the Lord thought of you from everlasting, 
but loved you. Oh, the depth of that word, love, as it applies to the Infinite 
Jehovah, whose name, whose Essence, whose Nature is love! He has loved you 
with all the immutable intensity of His heart never more and never less; loved you 
so much that He gave His only begotten Son for you! He has loved you so well 
that nothing could content Him but making you to be conformed into the image 
of His dear Son, and causing you to partake of His glory that you may be with 
Him where He is! Come, feed on this, you heirs of eternal life, for here are fat 
things full of marrow! 

We should not, beloved, have completed this list if we had omitted one precious 
doctrine which needs a refined taste, perhaps, but which, when a man has once 
learned to feed on it, seems to him to be best of all - I mean the great truth of 
union to Christ. We are plainly taught in the Word of God that as many as have 
believed are one with Christ: they are married to Him, there is a conjugal union 



The Gospel Magazine 203 

based upon mutual affection. The union is closer, still, for there is a vital union 
between Christ and His saints. They are in Him as the branches are in the vine. 
They are members of the body of which He is the Head. They are one with Jesus 
in such a true and real sense that with Him they died, with Him they have been 
buried, with Him they are risen, with Him they are raised up together and made 
to sit together in heavenly places. There is an indissoluble union between Christ 
and all His people: "I in them and they in Me." Thus the union may be described: 
Christ is in His people the hope of Glory, and they are dead and their life is hid 
with Christ in God. This is a union of the most wonderful kind, which figures may 
faintly set forth, but which it were impossible for language completely to explain. 
Oneness to Jesus is one of the fat things full of marrow. For if it is so, indeed, that 
we are one with Christ, then because He lives we must live also! Because He was 
punished for sin, we also have borne the wrath of God in Him. Because He was 
justified by His Resurrection, we also are justified in Him. Because He is 
rewarded and forever sits down at His Father's right hand, we, also, have obtained 
the inheritance in Him and by faith grasp it now, and enjoy its earnest. Oh, can it 
be that this aching head already has a right to a celestial crown? That this 
palpitating heart has a claim to the rest which remains for the people of God? That 
these weary feet have a title to tread the sacred halls of the New Jerusalem? It is 
so, for if we are one with Christ, then all He has belongs to us, and it is but a 
matter of time and of gracious arrangement when we shall come into the full 
enjoyment! Truly, in meditation upon this topic, we may, each of us, exclaim, "My 
soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness; and my mouth shall praise thee 
with joyful lips". 

I cannot bring forth all the courses of my Lord's banquet. One serving man 
cannot bear before you the riches of such a surpassing feast! But I would remind 
you of one more, and that is the doctrine of Resurrection and Everlasting Life. 
This poor world dimly guessed at the immortality of the soul, but it knew nothing 
of the resurrection of the body: the Gospel of Jesus has brought life and 
immortality to light and Jesus Himself has declared to us that he that believes in 
Him shall never die. "He that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he 
live." Jesus is the Resurrection and the Life! Not the soul only, but the body also 
shall partake of immortality, for the trumpet shall sound and the dead shall be 
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed! We expect to die, but we are 
assured of living again. If the Lord comes not, we know that our bodies shall see 
corruption. But here is our comfort, we dread no annihilation, that dark shadow 
never crosses our spirits! We dread no Hell, no purgatory, no judgment - Christ 
has perfected forever them that are set apart, none can condemn whom He 
absolves. The saints shall judge the angels, and sit with their Lord in the day of 
the great assize! To us the coming of Christ will be a day of joy and of rejoicing: 
we shall be caught up together with Him. His reign shall be our reign, His glory 
our glory! Comfort one another with these words, and as you see your brothers 
and sisters departing one by one from among you, sorrow not as those that are 
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without hope, but say unto each other, They are not lost, but they have gone before 
us, for, "Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith 
the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them". 
Here are fat things full of marrow, for ours is a glorious hope and full of 
immortality! Our expected immortality is not that of mere existence, it is not the 
barren privilege of life without bliss, existence without happiness - it is full of 
glory! We shall be like Him when we shall see Him as He is. We shall be with 
God, at whose right hand there is fullness of joy and pleasures for evermore! He 
shall make us to drink of the river of His pleasures! Songs and everlasting joy 
shall be upon our heads, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away! 

"Oh, for the no more weeping, 
Within that land of love! 
The endless joy of keeping 
The bridal feast above! 
Oh, for the hour of seeing 
My Saviour face to face! 
The hope of ever being 
In that sweet meeting place." 

Thus I have set before you a few of the fat things full of marrow which the King 
of kings has set before His guests at the wedding feast of His love. 

Changing the run of the thought, and yet really keeping to the same subject, let 
me now bring before you the goblets of wine. "Wines on the lees - wines on the 
lees well-refined." These we shall consider as symbolizing the joys of the Gospel. 
What are these? I can only speak of those which I have, myself, been permitted 
to sip. One of the dearest joys of the Christian life is a sense of perfect peace with 
God. Oh, I tell you when one is quiet for awhile, and the din and noise of business 
is out of one's ears, it is one of the most delicious things in all the world to 
meditate upon God and to feel He is no enemy to me, and I am no enemy to Him! 
It is beyond comparison, to feel I love Him! If there is anything that I can do to 
serve Him, I will do it. If there is any suffering which would honour Him, if He 
would give me the strength to endure it, it should be my happiness though it 
caused me to die a martyr's death a thousand times. If I could but honour my God, 
my Father, and my Friend, all should be acceptable to me! There is nothing 
between the Lord and me by way of difference or alienation. I am brought near 
through the blood of His dear and only begotten Son. He is my God, my Father, 
and my All. And I am His child! Some of us have tried the imaginary happiness 
of laughter; we have mixed with the giddy throng and tasted the wines of the 
house of carnal merriment but our honest experience is that one single draught 
from the cup of salvation is worth rivers of worldly mirth. 

"Solid joys and lasting pleasures 
Only Zion's children know." 
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A quiet heart, resting in the love of God, dwelling in perfect peace, has a 
royalty about it which cannot, for a moment, be matched by the fleeting joys of 
this world! 

Our joy sometimes flashes with a brighter light, but even then it is not less pure 
and safe. You may look upon this wine when it is red, when it sparkles in the cup, 
when it moves itself aright, for there is no woe, no redness of the eyes reserved 
for those who drink even to inebriation of this sacred wine! This sacred 
exhilaration is caused by a sense of security. A child of God, when he has looked 
well to his Redeemer and seen the merit of the precious blood, and the power of 
the never-ceasing plea, feels himself safe, perfectly safe. I do not understand the 
child of God reading his Bible and yet being afraid of being cast into Hell. I can 
understand that the fear may cross his mind lest, after all, he should prove a 
castaway but as he approaches once again to the foot of the Cross and looks up to 
Jesus, he feels that it cannot be. None were ever cast away who stood at the foot 
of the Cross! It is written, "him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out". 
A child of God, with no hope but what he finds in Christ, has no cause to think 
his eternal state to be insecure! All are safe who are in Christ, even as all were 
safe who were in Noah's ark. No flood, no storm could hurt the man of whom it 
was said, "The Lord shut him in". The Lord has shut in all His people in Christ, 
and they are eternally safe in Christ! When the spirit knows that, "there is, 
therefore, now no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus", then is it 
replenished with delight. When one feels that live or die, work or suffer, all is 
well, how free from care is the heart! How Divinely joyful to know that if one 
should lose all his earthly substance, the Lord will provide! That if one should be 
tempted, tempted greatly, yet with the temptation the way of escape shall be 
made! Here is assurance rich with consolation! When one feels that all is safe, all 
safe eternally, for life or death all secured, I tell you that this is wine on the lees, 
wine on the lees well-refined, and he who wins a draught need not envy the angels 
their celestial banquets! 

This joy of ours will sometimes rise to an elevation yet more sublime when it 
is caused by communion with God. Believers, while engaged in prayer and praise, 
in service and in suffering, are enabled by the Holy Spirit to hold high converse 
with their Lord. Do not imagine that Abraham's speech with God was an unusual 
privilege. The father of the faithful did but enjoy what all the faithful ones 
participate in according to the Divine Grace given them. We tell God our griefs; 
discoursing upon our sorrows not in fiction, but declaring them in real 
conversation as when a man speaks with his neighbour: meanwhile the Lord's 
Spirit whispers to us with the still small voice of the promise such words as calm 
our minds and guide our feet. Yes, and when our Beloved takes us into the 
banqueting house of real conscious fellowship with Himself and waves the love
banner over us, our holy joy is as much superior to all merely human mirth as the 
heavens are above the earth! Then do we speak and sing with sacred zest, and feel 
as if we could weep for very joy of heart, for our Beloved is ours and we are His! 
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His left hand is under our head and His right hand doth embrace us, and our only 
fear is lest anything should grieve our Beloved and cause Him to withdraw 
Himself from us; for it is Heaven on earth, and the fair foretaste of Heaven above 
to see His face, to taste His love. Communion with Christ is as the wine on the 
lees well-refined. 

We will place on the table one more goblet of which you may drink as much as 
you will. We have provided for us the pleasures of hope, a hope most sure and 
steadfast, most bright and glorious - the hope that what we know today shall be 
outdone by what we shall know tomorrow; the hope that by-and-by what we now 
see, as in a glass darkly, shall be seen face to face. We shall say, in Heaven, as the 
Queen of Sheba did in Jerusalem, "The half hath not been told us". We are looking 
forward to a speedy day when we shall be unburdened of this creaking tabernacle 
and being absent from the body shall be present with the Lord! Our hope of future 
bliss is elevated and confident. Oh, the vision of His face! Oh, the sight of Jesus 
in His exaltation! Oh, the kiss of His lips - the words, "Well done, good and 
faithful servant", from that dear mouth and then forever to lie in His bosom! 
Begone, you cares! Begone, you sorrows! If Heaven is so near, you shall not 
molest us. The inn may be a rough and poverty-stricken one, but we are only 
travellers, not tenants upon lease. This is not our place of resting! We are on our 
journey Home! Beloved, in the prospect of the quiet resting places in the land 
which flows with milk and honey, you have wines on the lees well-refined! 

If we were not limited to time this morning, as, alas, we are, I should have 
reminded you that these joys of the believer are ancient in their origin, for that is 
shown in the text. Old wines are intended by wines well-refined. They have stood 
long on the lees, have drawn out all the virtue from them and have been cleared 
of all the coarser material. In the East, wine will be improved by keeping even 
more than the wines of the West! And even so the mercies of God are the sweeter 
to our meditations because of their antiquity. From old, eternity before ever the 
earth was, the Covenant engagements of everlasting love have been resting like 
wines on the lees, and today they bring to us the utmost riches of all the attributes 
of God! I should also have reminded you of the fatness of their excellence, 
because the wine on the lees holds its flavour and retains its aroma. And there is 
a fullness and richness about the blessings of Divine Grace which endears them 
to our hearts. The joys of Grace are not fantastical emotions, or transient flashes 
of a meteoric excitement, they are based on substantial Truth, they are reasonable, 
fit, and proper. They belong not to the superficial and frothy emotions of mere 
feeling, but are deep, solemn, earnest motions justified by the clearest judgment. 
Our bliss is not of the foam and the surge, it dwells in the innermost caverns of 
our heart. I would also remind you of their refined nature. No sin mingled with 
the joys of the Gospel and the delights of communion -they are well-refined. 
Gospel joys are elevating, they make men like angels! As in the Gospel, God 
comes down to men, so by the Gospel men go up to God! I might also have shown 
you how absolutely peerless are the provisions of Grace. There is no feast like that 
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of the Gospel, no meat like the flesh of Jesus, no drink like His blood, no joys like 
that which crowns the Gospel feast! 

I can say no more. The table is before you and now we must pass on with great 
brevity to notice -

THE BANQUETING HALL 

"In this mountain." There is a reference here to three things -the same symbol 
bearing three interpretations. First, literally, the mountain upon which Jerusalem 
is built. I do not doubt that the reference is here to the hill of the Lord upon which 
Jerusalem stood. The great transaction which was fulfilled at Jerusalem upon 
Calvary has made to all nations a great feast. It was there where that centre Cross 
bore upon it One who joined earth and Heaven in mysterious union. It was there 
where amidst thick darkness the Son of God was made a curse for men. It was 
there where sorrow culminated and joy was consummated. On that very mountain 
where Jews and Gentiles met together, and with clamorous wrath cried, "Let Him 
be crucified", it was there in the giving up of the Only-Begotten, whose flesh is 
meat indeed, and whose blood is drink indeed, that the Lord made a feast of 
things. Everything I have spoken of this morning is found in Christ! He is the 
Resurrection and the Life: in Him we are justified, adopted, and made secure. 
Every drop of joy we drink streams from His flowing veins. 

A second meaning is the Church. Frequently Jerusalem is used as the symbol 
of the Church of God, and it is within the pale of the Church that the great feast 
of the Lord is made unto all nations. I am, in the truest sense, a very sound 
churchman. I am, indeed, a high churchman; a most determined stickler for the 
Church. I do not believe in salvation outside of the pale of the Church. I believe 
that the salvation of God is confined to the Church, and to the Church alone. But, 
says one, what Church? Yes! That's the question! God forbid I should mean by 
that either the Baptist Church, or the Independent Church, or the Episcopalian 
Church, or the Presbyterian, or any other- I mean the Church of Jesus Christ the 
company of God's chosen, the fellowship of the blood-bought, the family of 
believers, be they where they may, for them is provided the feast of fat things! 
Whatever outward and visible Church they may have associated themselves with, 
they shall drink of the wines on the lees well-refined. But the feast is only to be 
found where they are found who put their trust in Jesus. There is but one Church 
in Heaven and earth composed of men called by the Holy Spirit, and made to live 
anew by His quickening power and it is through the ministry of this Church that 
an abundant feast is spread for all nations, a feast to which the nations are 
summoned by a chosen herald, whom God calls to proclaim the good news of 
salvation by Jesus Christ! 

But, brethren, the mountain sometimes means the Church of God exalted to its 
latter-day glory. This mountain is to be exalted above the hills and all nations shall 
flow unto it. This text will have its grandest fulfillment in the day of the appearing 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Then shall the glory of the Gospel be 
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unveiled more clearly than at this present time. Men shall have a fuller perception 
of the glory of the Lord, and a deeper enjoyment of His Grace; while happiness 
and peace shall reign with unmolested quiet. Soon shall come the golden age, 
which has been so long foretold, for which we cry with unceasing expectation! 
The Lord send it speedily, and His be the praise! 

Thirdly, let us think of-

THE HOST OF THE FEAST 

"In this mountain shall the Lord of hosts make unto all people a feast of fat 
things." Mark well the Truth of God that in the Gospel banquet there is not a 
single dish brought by man. The Lord makes it, and He makes it all. I know some 
would like to bring a little with them to the banquet, something, at least, by way 
of trimming and adornment so that they might have a share of the honour. But it 
must not be! The Lord of hosts makes the feast and He will not even permit the 
guests to bring their own wedding garments - they must stop at the door and put 
on the robe which the Lord has provided, for salvation is all Grace from first 
to last, and all of Him who is wondrous in working, and who does all things 
according to the counsels of His will. 

Out of all the precious Truths of God which I spoke of at the beginning of this 
sermon, there is not one which comes from any source but a Divine one! And of 
all the joys which I tried feebly to picture there is not one which takes its rise from 
earth's springs; they all flow from the Eternal Fount. The Lord makes the feast, 
and, observe, He does it, too, as Lord of hosts, as a Sovereign, as a Ruler doing 
as He wills among the sons of men, preparing what He wills for the good of His 
creatures and constraining whom He wills to come to the marriage feast. The Lord 
provides sovereignly as Lord of hosts, and all-sufficiently as Jehovah. It needed 
the all-sufficiency of God to provide a feast for hungry sinners. No other than the 
infinite I AM could provide a feast substantial enough to supply the needs of 
immortal spirits but He has done it, and you may guess of the value of the viands 
by the nature of our Entertainer. If God spread the feast it is not to be despised. If 
the Lord has put forth all the omnipotence of His eternal power and Godhead in 
preparing the banquet for the multitude of the sons of men, then depend upon it, 
it is a banquet worthy of Him! It is one to which they may come with confidence, 
for it must be such a banquet as their souls require, and such as the world never 
saw before. 0 my soul, rejoice in thy God and King! If He provides the feast, let 
Him have all the glory of it. "Not unto us, not unto us, but unto thy name give 
glory." 0 King immortal, eternal, invisible, Thou didst feed Thy children in the 
wilderness with manna which dropped from Heaven, and with water that flowed 
out ofthe flinty rock, and they gave thanks unto Thy name! But now Thy dost fill 
us with nobler food. They did eat manna and are dead but we live on the immortal 
Bread, even Jesus, and therefore we can never die! They drank of the water which 
flowed from the rock, and yet they thirsted again. But we shall never thirst, but 
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forever abide near to Thyself, while the Lamb that is in the midst of the Throne 
shall feed us, and lead us unto living fountains of water! Therefore, blessed be 
Thy name, yes, a thousand times blessed be Thy name, 0 Most High! Let all 
Heaven say, Amen, to the praises of our hearts, and let the multitude of Thy 
children here on earth, for whom this feast is spread, laud and magnify and bless 
Thy name from the rising of the sun unto the going down of the same. 

Lastly, a word or two upon -

THE GUESTS 

The Lord has made this banquet, "for all people". What a precious word this is! 
"For all people." Then this includes not merely the chosen people, the Jews, 
whose were the oracles, but it encompasses the poor uncircumcised Gentiles who, 
by Jesus, are brought near! The barbarian is invited to this feast! The Scythian is 
not rejected. The polished Greek finds an open door! The hardy Roman shall meet 
with an equal welcome! Caesar's household, if they come, shall receive a portion, 
and so shall the beggar's kin! Blessed be God for that word, "unto all people", for 
it permits missionary enterprise in every land! However degraded a race may be, 
we have here provision made for it. This feast of fat things is made as much for 
the Sudra as for the Brahmin! The Gospel is as much to be preached to the 
degraded Bushman as to the civilized Chinese. Dwell on that word, "all people", 
and you will see it includes the rich, for there is a feast of fat things for them such 
as their gold could never buy! And it includes the poor, for they, being rich in 
faith, shall have fellowship with God! "All people." This takes in the man of 
enlarged intelligence and extensive knowledge but it equally encompasses the 
illiterate man who cannot read. The Lord makes this feast for all people. For 
you old people. If you come to Jesus you shall find that He is suitable for you. 
For you young men and maidens, and you little children if you put your trust in 
God's appointed Saviour there shall be much joy and happiness for you. "For 
all people"! I think, if I were now seeking and had not laid hold on Christ, this 
word, "all people", would be a great comfort to me because it gives hope to all 
who desire to come! None have ever been rejected of all who have ever come to 
Christ and asked for mercy. It is still true, "Him that cometh to me I will in no 
wise cast out". 

Some very odd people have come to Him. Some very wicked people, some very 
hardened people. And the door was never closed in anyone's face. Why should 
Jesus begin hard dealings with you? He cannot, because He cannot change! If He 
says, "him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out", be one of the "hims" that 
come, and He cannot cast you out! There is another thought, namely, that between 
the covers of the Bible there is no mention made of one person who may not come. 
There is no description given of a person who is forbidden to trust Christ. I should 
like you to look the Bible through, you who dream that Jesus will reject you, and 
find where it is said, "Such a one I will reject. Such a one I will refuse." When you 
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find such a rejecting clause, then you will have a right to be unbelieving but till 
you do, I beseech you do not needlessly torment yourself! Why needlessly sow 
doubts and fears? There will be enough of them without your making them for 
yourself. Do not limit what the Lord does not limit. I know He has an elect people. 
I rejoice in it - I hope you will rejoice in it, too, one day! And I know that His 
people have this marrow and fatness provided for them and for them alone; but 
still, this does not at all conflict with the other precious truth of God that 
whosoever believeth in the Son of God hath everlasting life! 

If you believe in Jesus Christ, all these things are yours! Come, poor trembler, 
the silver trumpet sounds, and this is the note it rings, "Come and welcome! Come 
and welcome! Come and welcome"! The harsher trumpet of the Law, which 
waxed exceedingly loud and long at Sinai had this for its note, "Set bounds about 
the mount: let none touch it lest they die". But the trumpet for Calvary sounds 
with the opposite note! It is, "Come and welcome! Come and welcome, Sinner, 
come! Come as you are! Come as sinful as you are, hardened as you are, careless 
as you think you are and having no good thing whatever, come to your God in 
Christ!" 0 may you come to Him who gave His Son to bleed in the sinner's place 
and casting yourself on what Christ has done, may you resolve, "If I perish, I will 
trust in Him. If I am cast away, I will rely on Him." You shall not perish, but for 
you there shall be the feast of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees well
refined! The Lord bless you very richly, for His name's sake. Amen. 

--·--
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Practice Makes Perfect: The Book of James Simply Explained. 
Anthony E. Bird. Evangelical Press,Welwyn Commentaries. pp. 223, paperback. £7. 95.1SBN 
0 85234 693 X. 

In twenty-five chapters under ten pages each, the author, a Presbyterian minister and 
lecturer in Australia, develops the theme of James' Epistle - an appeal for a working faith. 
Anthony Bird shows the letter to be doctrinal as well as practical, pointing to James' 
emphasis on how Christians should grow to spiritual maturity by coming to know God 
better by studying His Word. 

He is very clear in answering the charge sometimes voiced that there is a conflict of 
doctrine over the place of faith and works between James and Paul. He deals equally 
strongly with James' passage on the misuse of the tongue Oames chapter 3) by teachers: 
"Even well-meaning advice, uncontrolled by the Word and Spirit of God, can be from hell 
itself" (page 140). 
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There is much to be reminded of and to learn afresh in this book's careful exposition 
of the Epistle of James, showing that Christian living needs to be informed and guided by 
a true knowledge of God. G.F.H. 

I'd Like To Believe But ••• Michael Green and Nick Spencer. Inter-Varsity Press. 
pp. I I I+ I 0, paperback. £6.99. ISBN 978 I 84474 390 2. 

Nick Spencer is Director of Studies for Theos, "the [?] public theology think-tank" in 
London; Canon Dr. Michael Green is Chaplain and Lecturer at t he Oxford Centre for 
Christian Apologetics. (For anyone not familiar with the term, an "apologetic" is a 
reasoned defence, not an apology in the usual sense.) Spencer's part is the result of a 
survey recording the doubts or objections for belief in God by 7 men and 5 women 
whose ages range from 20 to 60+ years old. The sample was carefully chosen to exclude 
self-declared regular worshippers and atheists and is said to represent 66% of the UK 
population. Green composed the answers to the agnostics in conjunction with Spencer. 
Each doubt covers about I I /2 pages and each response 5 or 6 pages. 

The doubts show much ignorance stemming from poor parental (and grandparental!), 
church/chapel and school teaching. The responses are often plain-spoken in correcting 
doubters' attitudes, but are also sympathetic to complaints about the style of some 
services. It is noticeable that the word "repentance" is used once only, and is called 
"apology" (page 26), and "sin" is not used at all, being called "bad things" (page 96). 

In general the responses point to the life of Jesus and emphasize the truth of the Bible. 
Much of this slim book is clear and helpful, but if firm Christians wish to use it to help 
answer agnostics' doubts they should bear the caution in mind that though it can often 
be read with profit, it must always be read with care. G.F.H.H. 

Romans. The Gospel of God. lan Potts. Grace and Truth Online Publications. 
pp. 340, paperback. £ I 0.50. ISBN 978 I 4092 5549 9. 

In the Dedication the author states that "this work is dedicated to all of God's elect, 
chosen in Christ unto salvation ready to be revealed in these last days, through the 
preaching of Christ". It is the Gospel, and the Gospel as taught in Romans, that is 
presented to us. Much of what passes as "gospel" is spurious, and we are here given a 
clear and timely warning. 

In the Introduction we are given a realistic assessment of the state of affairs now in 
place in the modern church, where "activity, plenty of singing, plenty of meetings, plenty 
of entertainment, plenty to "keep people happy", are judged to be of value, but where 
there is an "absolute famine of the hearing of the words of the Lord". This is not an "in 
depth" or line-by-line commentary, but is exactly what it is intended to be, and lovingly 
and powerfully presented! 

The need for mankind to hear and believe the gospel and the urgency for its true 
presentation is the constant theme." ... Much of religion to-day is seeking to convince 
people to become Christians, to show them a 'better way'. But those sent of God to 
preach the gospel are not sent to 'twist people's arms' or to educate them about religion 
through 'courses', but to seek out the lost, to preach a message of salvation to them, to 
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find those who are desperate, hungry for the truth, those whom the Spirit has convinced 
of sin, of righteousness and of the judgment to come - those who know that death 
and eternity await them - those who need to hear of the Saviour and the gospel of their 
salvation. Until God shows us our need of salvation the message of a Saviour is 
meaningless. Sinners first need to hear that they are sinners!" 

The A.V. is used and brief quotations given from such as J. Calvin and B. B. Warfield. 
Print is clear and easy to read and the book very attractively produced. D.L.J . 

The Alignment of New Evangelicals with Apostasy. Richard Bennett and 
Michael De Semylen. Dorchester House Publications. pp. I 0, booklet. £I incl. postage (I 0 
copies for £S).Available from: DHP, PO Box 67, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire WD3 SSJ. 

This excellent booklet is, in effect, an expose of Evangelicals and Catholics Together, showing 
how some Evangelicals can, apparently, find common ground with Rome. Under a number 
of pertinent sub-headings the co-authors show how the false "gospel" of Rome has been 
dressed up in evangelical terminology to deceive the na'ive and unwary. They also 
demonstrate that one does not have to search too far into the pronouncements of 
Evangelicals and Catholics Together to discover the truth. 

The authors write in a most concise and prescient manner. Richard Bennett was a 
priest of Rome for 22 years. This booklet is easy to follow and highly recommended. 

P.J. 

God's big Picture. Vaughan Roberts. Inter-Varsity Press. pp. 170, paperback. £7.99. 
ISBN 978 I 844 370 4. 

It is easy for us to look at the Bible as a collection of prophecies, letters and psalms with 
no perceived link between them. This book attempts to address this fallacy by tracing the 
plan of salvation which God gradually reveals through 66 books and 40 writers. The book 
divides into eight sections. The pattern kingdom deals with the first two chapters of 
Genesis followed by the perished kingdom of Genesis chapter 3. After the flood the 
promised kingdom continues through to Genesis 17 when the partial kingdom of Israel 
examines Exodus through to Samuel, dealing with the patriarchs and the Judges. The 
prophesied kingdom is what it suggests until the present kingdom heralds the new order 
of the Gospel age. The letters and Acts of the New Testament are the proclaimed 
kingdom whilst the perfected kingdom is the book of the Revelation. 

After each section there is a Bible study based on the chapter, and helpful diagrams 
throughout the text describe the building of the message of Scripture. For someone 
wanting to tie together all the books of the Bible the book will be a useful foundation to 
further understanding in the Word of God. P.S.K. 

Words of Life. TimothyWard. lnter-Varsity Press. pp. 186, paperback. £9.99. 1SBN 978 
I 84474 207 3. 

Sub-titled "Scripture as the living and active Word of God", this book deals with Scripture 
as the personal message God has sent to the world. It looks at the words themselves 
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(Biblical outline); the Trinity as involved in Scripture (Theological outline); the attributes 
of Scripture (Doctrinal outline) and how all this is applied to the Christian life. 

The well taught reader will warm to the message easily but the "average" Christian 
reader may struggle at first. Do not give up; the reward awaits you. There are many wise 
chapters (five in all) but, perhaps, for most of us chapter five on the doctrine applied to 
the Christian life will most appeal. Scripture and the Christian community speak of Sola 
Scriptura; the Christian community; preaching (a very important section) and how the 
Spirit teaches through the Bible and the preacher. "We should submit our thoughts, hopes 
and desires to God's thoughts and His will, which He communicates to us in Scripture. 
We should set aside what seems to us to be true, in order to listen to the truthful and 
life-giving Word of God." Many great theologians are quoted and the reader will benefit 
by reading the book, even if some of it may be difficult to assimilate. P.S.K. 

The Gospel as Taught by Calvin. R. C. Reed. Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 160, 
paperback. £5.50. ISBN 978 I 84871 030 6. 

This is a republication of an older work, re-set and well presented. The author has written 
a deceptively simple book, in which he has set out what are commonly known as the Five 
Points of Calvinism, not quite in the order in which we know them today, and has 
compared them with Pelagianism (where relevant) and Arminianism. 

His method is to state the Pelagian or Arminian teaching on each point, and he does 
this fairly, quoting from authors who openly take such positions. These views are then 
critiqued, in a calm, fair and generous spirit. That is, he commends all he can in the 
Arminian view (he finds nothing good to say from Pelagius). 

Reed then compares this with the teaching of Calvin, quoting from his extensive 
writings, and illustrates the doctrine from Scripture. In so doing he shows up the inherent 
weakness of Arminianism, and the downright unbiblical nature of Pelagianism. The result 
is a careful examination of a much-disputed, much-misunderstood and much-maligned 
doctrine, that the sovereignty of God rules in salvation as well as all other matters. 

The style is warm, simple and direct. Readers will be left in a much better position to 
judge what the Scriptures say on these matters, for if Calvin's view is worth anything, it 
must be because he taught what Scripture teaches, neither more nor less. E.J.M. 

Let's Study Matthew. Mark E. Ross. Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 352, paperback. 
£9.00. ISBN 978 I 84871 007 8. 

This commentary by Dr. Ross is the latest addition to the well known, "Let's Study" 
series, having Sinclair Ferguson as Editor. 

The publisher's preface states that, like the other volumes in the series, it seeks to be 
"helpful to ordinary people by encouraging them to understand the message of the Bible 
and apply it to their own lives". It is for them rather than "the person who is interested 
in all the detailed questions which fascinate the scholar, although behind the writing of 
each study lies an appreciation for careful and detailed scholarship". 

The book is interesting and holds the attention, even though it does not supply lengthy 
answers to "detailed questions". This does not diminish the value of the exposition. The 
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author tells us that his intention is that he should write it "in the language of a friend, 
seated alongside you with an open Bible". 

There is, in the Introduction, a most reasssuring word on the authority of Scripture 
(and how needful that is in the present age!) and a much needed warning concerning the 
so-called higher critical views of the Bible. Apt quotations are given from the words of 
John Calvin and Benjamin Warfield on these vital points. 

The last 28 pages are devoted to a Scheme for Group Bible Study. Print is of sensible 
size, on good quality paper. D.L.J. 

Messiah: Jesus -the Evidence of History. Paul Barnett. Inter-Varsity Press. 
pp. 211, paperback. £9.99. ISBN 978 I 84474 352 0. 

"Evidence is everything." This is the author's approach. In the Preface, he describes himself 
as a mainstream believer, writing "from a historical [rather] than a theological perspective". 
Bible quotations, unless otherwise stated, are taken from the Revised Standard Version. 

The author contends at the very outset, with reasons, that "We can be confident in 
believing Jesus' words as they appear in the Gospels and in the account of His death and 
resurrection for us" (page 13). The importance of this cannot be overstated. Yet some 
contend that there is no evidence of Christ outside Scripture. This is refuted in "Knowing 
About Jesus" (chapter 2), which draws attention to the fact that non-Christian writers, 
such as Josephus, Tacitus and Pliny, "corroborate the raw facts about Jesus and the early 
character of Christianity". 

Evidence, then, is this book's hallmark. Nowhere is it more rigorously applied than to 
the Resurrection (chapter 14), about which dubious theories continue to be propounded, 
which are examined and discounted. 

Page 71 has a problematic statement: "God singled Jesus out to be the Messiah, and 
this was revealed to Him by His study of the Holy Scriptures and confirmed by the voice 
of God at His baptism . .. . " This has to be compared and contrasted with pages 136-7, 
where the author asks whether Jesus knew "within Himself" [sic] that He was the 
Messiah. He says that Jesus' reflection on Scripture was "extremely formative", but he 
then acknowledges Christ's response during the incident in the temple when He was 
twelve years old (Luke 2:49). He concludes that Christ did already know within Himself 
who He was, and that this was "confirmed and strengthened" by His "immersion" in the 
Scriptures (page 137). 

Nevertheless, this book contains much to assist those who would "earnestly contend 
for the faith" in these days of doubt and confusion. P.C.M. 

The Emergence of Evangelicalism Exploring Historical 
Continuities. Edited by Michael A G. Haykin and Kenneth J. Stewart. Inter-Varsity 
Press. pp 432, paperback.£ 19.99. ISBN 978 I 84474 254 7. 

In 1989 a book by Professor David W Bebbington entitled Evangelicalism in Modern Britain. 
A History from the I 730s to the 1980s, was published and subsequently became widely 
accepted as a classic work on the beginnings and history of the Evangelical Movement. 
Professor Bebbington suggested that evangelicalism actually began in the middle of the 
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18th century and that it was characterised by four main features; i.e., it was biblicist, 
conversionist, cruciform and activist. In addition, he also postulated that an important 
aspect in the formation of evangelicalism was a change in understanding of the doctrine 
of assurance which had been strongly influenced by the Enlightenment. 

The book that forms the subject of this review is a collection of 18 essays, written by 
different writers nearly 20 years after the publication of Professor Bebbington's work, 
with the object of reassessing his thesis on the beginnings of evangelicalism. This project 
has been carried out with Professor Bebbington's approval and, in fact, he contributes the 
final chapter. 

The various authors of the individual chapters include Michael Haykin,Joel Beeke, Paul 
Helm and Kenneth Stewart. Professor Bebbington's thesis is examined through a whole 
range of perspectives, looking at the origins of evangelicalism separately in England, 
Scotland, Wales, New England and Holland and in various eras from the Reformation, 
with particular emphasis on Luther, Calvin and Cranmer, through to Jonathan Edwards 
and the Evangelical Revival. 

There is a vast amount of fascinating information within these pages and it has certainly 
greatly enhanced my understanding of the roots and development of evangelicalism. I 
particularly enjoyed the contribution by David Ceri Jones on "Calvinistic Methodism and 
the origins of Evangelicalism in England" and that by Joel Beeke on "Evangelicalism and 
the Dutch Further Reformation". Although there is, inevitably, much historical detail 
within the book there is also a great deal of discussion about the development of 
doctrine and the meaning of the term evangelicalism. D.K.M. 

Isaiah. Vol. 2, chapters 40-66. John L. Mackay. Evangelical Press. pp. 672, 
hardback. £24.95.1SBN 0 85234 682 4. 

The author is Professor of Old Testament in the Free Church College, Edinburgh, who 
honours God's Word. The print, layout, and method are clear, as is the division of the 
twenty-six chapters into six divisions, with sub-divisions. Each sub-division is a short 
chapter on its own, with an introduction to the verses covered, which are given in the 
main in the author's own translation, although other translations used are listed on pages 
643 and 644. That is followed by comments, verse by verse, ending e~ch chapter with a 
"Reflection", often relating it to the New Testament. There are valuable notes at the end. 

Commentators have always given the main interpretations of any verse, right or wrong, 
and given reasons for accepting or rejecting them, ending with the right interpretation. 
Today commentators seek to be fair and show a convincing openness of mind by not 
coming down heavily on one side. That can give the impression that every view contains 
a t ruth. 

Comments also tend to be simple and easily grasped. That is caused partly by the 
need to be brief to make the commentary affordable, and also to simplify somewhat for 
clarity. It is a style suited to those with little time for preparing. But it means the 
commentator has made decisions on meanings without giving the steps by which he 
arrived at his conclusion. 

This is a valuable commentary by a faithful scholar. Just take one or more of the older 
commentaries also when preparing, like Calvin, E. J. Young, Delitzsch, or Alexander. The 
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modern have the advantage of latest archaeological discoveries, shedding new light on 
customs, exact meanings, and background. The old have much more on the text itself. 

E.M. 

The Acts of the Apostles. David G. Peterson. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 
obtainable from Apollos.A Pillar Series Commentary. pp. 848, hardback. £44.99.1SBN 978 
I 84474 386 5. 

A senior lecturer at Moore Theological College and former Principal of Oak Hill, is a 
good guide through the maze of opinions on the Acts, for both academic students and 
those who desire a contemporary knowledge of the Acts. The text is easy on the eyes 
and layout clear. 

The commentary has prefaces, list of abbreviations, bibliography, an introduction on 
such matters as authorship, genre of literature, sources, structure, interpretation, 
characters, and text, with a section on the theology. The commentary is in short sections, 
verse by verse, with lengthy footnotes. It does not print the Bible text, except those 
phrases on which comment is made, and the text used is Today's New International 
Version. Greek text quotes are in roman characters, accessible to the layman. 

Use, but with thought and with the AV text open and older commentaries such as 
Calvin, Alexander, and Martyn Lloyd Jones' "Authentic Christianity" volumes from Banner 
of Truth. They are far superior on the spiritual implications of the actual text, and so will 
help you when preparing to speak on a verse. They will also help you see the 
shortcomings of the TN IV. 

Modern commentators should heed Perkins, the early Puritan, in his work on 
preaching, that authority rests not in the opinions of the learned, but in God's Word itself. 

E.M. 
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