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• EDITORIAL • 

"And after the fire: a still small voice" (1 Kings 19:12) 

Old Series 
No. 2675 

LITERALLY Elijah heard a voice of gentle silence, a word allied to dumb. It was 
a fine, thin subdued sound; less of "a gentle whisper" than a sound of sheer 
silence, the very opposite of the loud cries of Baal's prophets, or the earthquake, 
wind, and fire that "rent the mountains and break in pieces the rocks before the 
Lord" immediately before this. So when Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his 
mantle, and went out and stood at the entering in of the cave. This is written for 
our learning, since all believers hear this voice. 

The world thinks the voice is dumbness, non-existent, and so considers us to 
be stubborn misfits who reject the voice of science and stick to outdated and 
unjustifiable beliefs. But we know that voice of gentle silence inside us. They feel 
voices in the head to be a sign of extremism, and are likely to tell us to carry out 
gun massacres and outrages. They are totally disbelieving that there is a speaking 
God. They see the voice as proof of our unbalanced and disturbed personalities. 

Religious leaders believe their own voices to be above God's silent voice. Take 
Rome: her beliefs are so orthodox, her public statements so well put, but when 
you know those beliefs in any detail, they flatly contradict that voice in Scripture. 
The memory I have of the papal visit is that Rome treats Scripture as plastic and 
secondary, something that can be made to mean anything Rome wants. Try Bible 
proofs on a Romanist and you will see. 

To us, "the words of wise men are heard in quiet more than the cry of 
him that ruleth among fools". Liberal scholars and the leaders of many 
denominations are so described. To us, their faulty reasoning and scholarly self-
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assuredness does not weigh a fig as compared the truth of this stilly sound, a word 
not so different to stillness in Hebrew. 

Christ Himself was only "stillness". His voice was not heard in the streets, his 
Person was despised, hated and rejected. The flamboyant world and their religion 
cannot away with His lack of striving and crying out. Christ taught by parables, 
lest those outside should hear with their ears, and be converted. Oh how blessed 
to have ears to hear, as you hear. 

The Christian himself is only "stillness". Like Elijah, we come suddenly, 
unannounced, from nowhere on to the page of life. And disappear in the silence 
of a fiery chariot, our passing noted only by our closest "Elishas". We make no 
splash in life's pool, no ripples, and nothing to report. We are the "quiet in the 
land", leaving no trace but a prophet's mantle that can divide any Jordan in the 
hands of our successors. 

The still, small voice is what the Christian lives for. All our efforts to please 
the Lord end in doubt. And if they do not, it is because we have given too little 
attention to our clumsy, imperfect hands and complex motives. But God's call is 
of grace, not works, so He waits to be gracious until we cease from ourselves. 
Then He speaks. Our reward here below is that voice, searching, gentle as the 
softest breeze, but with an authority surpassing any other voice known to man. 

The stilly sound is our proof that God is. No one else could make us step 
outside the cave of our own most secret being. We answer to the Shepherd's voice, 
just as Israel of old deposited Moses' words in the ark of the covenant because 
"the writing was the writing of God". They knew that voice was in the words, so 
they obeyed the command, "ye shall not add unto the word which I command 
you". Later, they only accepted to add when "Joshua wrote these words in the 
book of the law of God" because that voice was heard in them, and so on for each 
added section of Scripture. The New Testament was only known and distinguished 
from non-Scripture, and so added, because "my sheep hear my voice". 

v 
We cannot, we dare not, listen barefaced, but wrap our faces in our mantles. 

The voice demands a review of our lives- "what doest thou here?'' Adam and Eve 
hid from that voice. Like them we know our sin when we hear the voice of the 
Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, but like Elijah, we step out 
of ourselves before our Maker, and wrap our faces in the garment of salvation, the 
blood of the Cross. 

That voice calls us by name, "Elijah". We have no doubt about the existence 
of God, not because of proofs, but this inaudible sound that knows us and like a 
surgeon's knife separates soul and spirit, discerning the very thoughts and intents 
of our hearts. 

That voice sends the Christian on his way. It shows clearly the next step, as 
Elijah was sent to call Elisha. Christ's voice is only stillness, but it shows us the 
way to heaven, rules our difficult and unruly natures, and speaks the simple truth 
as it is in Christ Jesus. 
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• A SERMON • 

BY THE EDITOR 

"There cometh a great multitude against thee" (2 Chronicles 20:2) 

BEFORE the last war the British Prime Minister, Neville Chamberlain and his 
government, deliberately suppressed news of Hitler's massive secret re-arming of 
Germany. Churchill, standing almost alone had to get a government minister to 
break silence and pass on documents to him, in order to get at the facts of the 
numbers of planes, tanks and other armaments being prepared in silence, He then 
gave them out in Parliament, and his name was mud. 

We remember the Battle of Britain today, but face a far more insidious foe to 
the Lord and His people. We won that battle, but have so far lost this one. We turn 
to God's Word to know what we should do. 

Jehoshaphat had no warning when Moab, Ammon and their allies were silently 
mobilizing a great army. The first he knew was that a vast force had entered his 
kingdom and was thirty-six miles from Jerusalem. The allies are stated to be 
"other beside the Ammonites" in verse one, a difficult verse to translate. By using 
such knowledge as we can get from Josephus' Jewish history and the ancient 
versions of the Septuagint and Syriac, they uniformly say the Meunites. That may 
seem a great change, but it is a difference of one letter. These Meunites, or 
Maonites of Judges 10:12 are said to come from Mount Seir, and Josephus calls 
them "a great army of Arabs". The first Jehoshaphat heard was when they were 
encamped at Engeddi on the Dead Sea. They had come round the southern end of 
that sea, partly to avoid the obvious route, the fords of Jordan, so arousing the 
Northern Ten Tribes with their much bigger army. Mainly, however, as it was the 
nearest route for their Arab allies from the south. 

Firstly, God's people recognised the danger they were in 

What should Jehoshaphat do? It was too late to send for reinforcements from the 
North. Anyhow, at Ramoth Gilead when he had "joined affinity with Ahab" the 
Baal-worshipping northern king, and gone with him to battle in Ramoth Gilead, 
he had seen how futile it was to defend God's cause with an army, as their 
combined forces were defeated by God directing "a bow drawn at a venture", and 
guiding the arrow straight into the chink in Ahab's armour. And Jehoshaphat's 
ears still rung with the words of Jehu the son of Hannani the seer who went out 
to meet him on his return and said "shouldst thou help the ungodly, and love them 
that hate the Lord? Therefore is wrath upon thee from the Lord." Jehoshaphat 
realized this army was God's arm raised in wrath. 

He saw clearly that he was in a hopeless case, so he did something that would 
have made his enemies sneer. He sought help directly from God above. And - this 
is the point- only from God. Now may the Lord teach us to imitate him. Instead 
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of defending God's Truth by making out Islam to be a religion of peace, or 
burning Qur'ans, political measures, and sending armies to the Middle East, we 
would be wise to imitate Jehoshaphat and admit frankly that we have nothing we 
can do to stop the enemies of the Lord. 

Invasion should make us fear. Jehoshaphat was no coward but he feared. Then 
what did he dread? Was it fear for himself, that he would die? He had reason, for 
he was leader. But no! Rather, he saw calamity coming on the nation. That fear is 
quite compatible with real courage. This was not a paralyzing fear, like a rabbit 
when a weasel approaches, which trembles and sits still, letting the weasel climb 
up on it to kill it. Abject fear renders us powerless and an easy prey. It paralyzes 
Western governments and dictates their policies. Jehoshaphat did not send an 
embassy to parley and offer a share of government in Jerusalem to this army of 
butchers. He did not enter secret talks. 

It is criminal not to fear. Our people are largely indifferent to what is happening 
to our Church. They simply say of Romanism, Islam, other religions, militant 
secularism and false teachings, "It's fine!". Again, godless and atheistic security 
which says "Peace by any means", is inexcusable. Would we had more fear and 
trembling in the face of approaching danger. Then we would have less cause to 
fear when it arrived. 

Jehoshaphat feared God's displeasure on Judah. That is what makes an 
invading army terrible, that God is behind them. God's armies come like the army 
He sent in Joel's day. God sent what could not be opposed, locusts and 
caterpillars. Joel says, "A fire devoureth before them, and behind them a flame 
burneth: the land is as the garden of Eden before them, and behind them a desolate 
wilderness; yea, and nothing shall escape them. The appearance of them is as 
the appearance of horses; and as horsemen, so shall they run .... They shall run 
like mighty men; they shall climb the wall like men of war; and they shall 
march every one on his ways, and they shall not break their ranks." He describes 
an army that marches swiftly on in perfect order. No wall can even slow up their 
advance, no house shut its windows against them, no sword drive them off. 
And that very description is used in Revelation, chapter nine of the advance of 
God's plagues. 

In Isaiah chapter twenty-two, there is a full description of the desperately brave, 
methodical, and self-sacrificing measures taken for the defence of Jerusalem 
against the vast army of God standing outside the city - but all in vain. Why? 
"And in that day did the Lord God of hosts call to weeping, and to mourning, and 
to baldness, and to girding with sackcloth: and behold, joy and gladness, slaying 
oxen, and killing sheep, eating flesh, and drinking wine: let us eat and drink, 
for tomorrow we shall die. And it was revealed in mine ears by the Lord of 
hosts, surely this iniquity shall not be purged from you till ye die, saith the Lord 
God of hosts." 

It is a great sin not to be afraid. No, Jehoshaphat realized that this alien army 
was sent "to avenge the quarrel of his covenant", as God promised in Leviticus 
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26:25. What moved Jehoshaphat was a guilty conscience over making that 
covenant with Ahab, so he reasoned rightly, "God had brought these invaders 
upon us". 

Prediction of population growth is almost invariably wrong. Suddenly the 
Medes come as thick as caterpillars with tribes from the Armenian mountains and 
swamp the mighty walls of Babylon. Equally unpredictably, Alexander and his 
Macedonian Greeks pour over the Hellespont and sweep away the might of 
Persia, crushing all resistance in the whole known world. Unheralded, the Goths, 
Visigoths and Vandals increase enormously and break the great power of the five 
hundred year rule of the Caesars and Eternal Rome. From the north the Mongols 
multiply and suddenly run like a great river of judgment across Asia. Unmarked 
beforehand, the Arabs swarm over the Byzantine kingdom and on, destroying ten 
thousand churches across the world. Not so much as guessed at in advance, 
Newman turns traitor and sells the nation to Rome, and the churches race to join 
him in their thousands. No, growth is in the hands of the Lord, and His armies 
come in judgment unheralded, move swiftly and overcome all obstacles like the 
mighty Indus River in flood has done to twenty million people today. 

Were you to go round today and say these things of our present situation, the 
Christians, let alone the world outside the Church, would say you were 
dangerously deluded, an extremist and a scare-mongering fundamentalist. 

Secondly, they resisted by prayer 

In general terms "Jehoshaphat set himself to seek the Lord, and proclaimed a fast 
throughout all Judah". A missionary in a certain town in Central China saw great 
blessing on his work for the Lord. He could never understand it until years later 
he returned to this land for a break, and going round the churches met a man who 
knew all about his work. He knew the names of the Chinese Christians, the 
problems and successes. After listening, the missionary asked the man how he 
came to know such details? The man replied, "from your own letters". And the 
missionary realized that the man had prayed with great effect over the years for 
that work. "Ye have not, because ye ask not", is still true. Then how did 
Jehoshaphat pray? 

"Seek" is the keyword of his reign. And the word includes worshipping God 
and discovering God's will. So the first thing he did was to gather the people in 
"the house of the Lord, in the new court". J ehoshaphat prayed in detail. His prayer 
is not a "shopping list", as are so many, but a carefully constructed argument with 
God. That may seem irreverent enough - although it is something God loves 
us to do, like the Syro-Phonecian woman who reasoned with our Lord for her 
daughter, "grievously vexed with a devil". 

But what would seem worse, Jehoshaphat's prayer is a standard form of lament, 
as used often in Israel in such Psalms as 44, 74 and 79. It was also used by David 
and Solomon. This was no extemporary prayer. It lacked freedom, being formal. 
But it was real, and God answered it by a miracle. 
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This is how we pray in face of an irresistible invasion of God's Church. 
First, we praise God that we can put our full trust in Him. We express our 

confidence in His absolute power over the "kingdoms of the heathen", and that 
"in thine hand is there not power and might, so that none is able to withstand 
thee?". We mean these people coming against us cannot resist God. 

Then, like Jehoshaphat we plead with the Lord to remember that He drove out 
the people of the land, "and gavest it to the seed of Abraham thy friend for ever". 
We reverently tell the Lord that this Church is our inheritance for ever, as we are 
the children of Christ, the inheritors of the Reformation when God drove out 
Rome. This is our dwelling. We have no other and cannot be under the rod of 
Islam or Rome or the injustices of the godless, as they will stifle our Gospel, and 
then stamp us out, as they have done in the past. 

Then, that we have a sanctuary here, Christ our Temple. Jehoshaphat goes on, 
to invoke the covenant, repeating Solomon's dedicatory prayer in the Temple. We 
also invoke the covenant. Not the old covenant, nor the new covenant between the 
Trinity to save us, but the promises to God's Church, that the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it. 

Thirdly, turn to God and complain against our invaders 
Not praying against the devil or some other force, but like Jehoshaphat 
mentioning the invaders by name. What he is getting at? Is he expressing hatred 
for them? No, for he goes much further. His prayer is against the apparent 
injustice of God. He argues that when they entered the Promised Land, God 
restrained their ancestors from attacking the Moabites, Ammonites and the 
inhabitants of Mount Seir - the Edomites. And now "behold, I say, how they 
reward us, to come and cast us out of thy possession, which thou hast given us to 
inherit". He argues that if God lets them do this, then He is unjust. 

Note he never asks their blood or anything revengeful, but says, "0 our God, 
wilt thou not judge them? For we have no might against this great company that 
cometh against us; neither know we what to do: but our eyes are upon thee." He 
appeals to the justice of God, that God will see and right the unfairness of the 
situation for His little flock. 

God told us not to crusade against Muslims, not to take revenge when the 
Protestants, after 150 years of the enforcement of De haeretico comburendo, 
"concerning the burning of heretics", had the power under a Protestant 
government to revenge themselves on Bonner and Gardiner, "the burning 
bishops". They let both die in peace, never so much as touching one hair of 
the head of one Romanist. Ever since we have returned love for the hate we 
receive from the Muslims and the godless. And how do they reward us now? 
They come to drive our Church out of the land! Let us appeal our cause to God, 
the just Judge. 

God gave a mighty victory by praise alone in answer to this prayer. No other 
weapon was involved on Judah's side. Yet it is never listed in Hebrews eleven 
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with the other great examples of victory by faith. Is it amongst those who by faith 
"turned to flight the armies of the aliens"? May our children remember us as those 
who by faith in the promises did the same thing, just as we honour the memory of 
those who fought in the battle of Britain, in this their anniversary year. 

---·---

• FOR YOUNGER READERS • 

C. MACKENZIE 

WORSHIP FROM THE HEART 

WHY do you go to church? Is it because your parents say that you must? Do you 
just go to see you friends? Or perhaps you enjoy singing. Some people go to hear 
good preaching, and to learn more about the Bible. 

The most important reason for going to church is to worship God. Our 
attendance at church is primarily for God. He has told us in His Word how we 
should do this. God's second commandment clearly states that we must not make 
any idols or statues to represent God. We should worship Him in the way that 
pleases Him, as He has told us in His Word. God is a Spirit and those who worship 
Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth. 

God's people have fallen into the sin of wrong worship or idolatry many times. 
Even when Moses was up Mount Sinai meeting with God, the people became 
impatient. "Make us gods," they demanded of Aaron, Moses' brother. "We don't 
know what had happened to Moses." Aaron did as they asked. He melted down 
their golden ear-rings and formed the shape of a calf. Then they worshipped it and 
had a big feast. Moses was so angry when he saw this. He took the calf, ground it 
to powder and made the people drink it sprinkled on water. Moses then confessed 
the sin of the people. 

On another occasion on the wilderness journey, the children of Israel were 
complaining yet again against God. God sent fierce serpents to the camp and 
many people were bitten and died. "We have sinned against God," the rest 
confessed to Moses. "Please pray that God would take the snakes away." 

Moses prayed for the people and God told him, "Make a bronze serpent and set 
it up on a pole. Whenever anyone who has been bitten, looks at this bronze 
serpent, he will live." The bronze serpent was God's appointed means of curing 
the people who had been bitten. But in years to come the people started to worship 
this bronze serpent. When King Hezekiah became king of Judah he removed the 
altars and broke the images that the people worshipped. He broke in pieces the 
bronze serpent that Moses had made. It was only a piece of bronze. What had 
started as a God-given blessing, had become a curse, causing the people to 
commit the sin of idolatry. 
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We may not worship brass serpents of other kinds of statues, but if anything 
takes the place of God in our hearts, then we are guilty of idolatry too. Even 
blessings given to us by God, like a church, or a preacher or a writer, can be given 
too high a place in our hearts and so become an idol. 

Obedience to God's Word should be our priority, worshipping Him from the 
heart, not just with our lips. We should respond to God's mercy, by loving Him 
because He first loved us. 

BffiLESEARCH 

Find the missing words. The initials of your answers will spell out the sin 
mentioned in the story. 

1. I am the Lord; that is my name; and my glory I will not give to another, neither 
my praise to graven (Isaiah 42:8). 

2. Wherefore my beloved, flee from idolatry (1 Corinthians 10:14). 

3. Behold to is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of 
rams (1 Samuel15:22). 

4. This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with 
their ; but their heart is far from me (Matthew 15:8). 

5. What thing soever I command you, observe to do it; thou shalt not ____ _ 
thereto, nor diminish from it (Deuteronomy 12:32). 

6. For they themselves show of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, 
and how ye to God from idols to serve the living and true God 
(1 Thessalonians 1:9). 

7. For is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and 
idolatry (1 Samuel 15:23). 

8. Know ye not, that to whom ye yourselves servants to obey, his 
servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience 
unto righteousness (Romans 6:16). 

--·--

• REASONS FOR THANKSGIVING • 

TED SCHRODER (USA) 

(with acknowledgements to VIRTUE ON LINE) 

THANKSGIVING DAY is coming, but for some people there seems to be little 
reason for giving thanks. The economic prospects are dire. Most people feel 
worse off than they were last year. A global recession threatens. Whole industries 
are in jeopardy. Even General Motors is facing bankruptcy. Banks are being 
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bailed out. Foreclosures are at an all-time high. For half the voters, their candidate 
lost in the presidential election. Retirement income is reduced. Anxiety about the 
future is high. What reasons can we find to celebrate Thanksgiving Day this year? 
It is always valuable to be reminded of the origins of Thanksgiving Day. 

As President, George Washington made the following proclamation and created 
the first Thanksgiving Day designated by the national government of the United 
States of America: 

Whereas it is the duty of all Nations to acknowledge the providence of 
Almighty God, to obey His will, to be grateful for His benefits, and humbly 
to implore His protection and favor, and whereas both Houses of Congress 
have by their joint Committee requested me to recommend to the People of 
the United States a day of public thanksgiving and prayer to be observed 
by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many signal favors of Almighty 
God especially by affording them an opportunity peaceably to establish a 
form of government for their safety and happiness. 

Now therefore I do recommend and assign Thursday the 26th day of 
November next to be devoted by the People of these States to the service of 
that great and glorious Being, who is the beneficent Author of all the good 
that was, that is, or that will be. That we may then all unite in rendering 
unto Him our sincere and humble thanks, for His kind care and protection 
of the People of this Country previous to their becoming a Nation, for the 
signal and manifold mercies, and the favorable interpositions of His 
providence, which we experienced in the course and conclusion of the late 
war, for the great degree of tranquility, union, and plenty, which we have 
since enjoyed, for the peaceable and rational manner, in which we have 
been enabled to establish constitutions of government for our safety and 
happiness, and particularly the national One now lately instituted, for the 
civil and religious liberty with which we are blessed; and the means we 
have of acquiring and diffusing useful knowledge; and in general for all the 
great and various favors which He hath been pleased to confer upon us. 

And also that we may then unite in most humbly offering our prayers and 
supplications to the great Lord and Ruler of Nations and beseech Him to 
pardon our national and other transgressions, to enable us all, whether in 
public or private stations, to peiform our several and relative duties 
properly and punctually, to render our national government a blessing to 
all the people, by constantly being a Government of wise, just, and 
constitutional laws, discreetly and faithfully executed and obeyed, to 
protect and guide all Sovereigns and Nations (especially such as have 
shown kindness unto us) and to bless them with good government, peace, 
and concord. To promote the knowledge and practice of true religion and 
virtue, and the encrease of science among them and Us, and generally to 
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grant unto all Mankind such a degree of temporal prosperity as He alone 
knows to be best. 

Given under my hand at the City of New York the third day of October in 
the year of our Lord 1789. 

It is important to remember that 1789 was not a boom time in the USA. The 
economy was severely affected by the war, thousands had been killed and 
countless families were displaced from their homes. There was much bad feeling 
between Loyalists and Patriots. Those who backed the losing side were licking 
their wounds and trying to save their property. Yet, in the midst of such bad times 
a day was to be set aside to acknowledge with grateful hearts the many signal 
favors of Almighty God. We can hardly do less. 

Psalm 100 commands all the earth to "make a joyful noise unto the Lord". We 
are to "serve the Lord with gladness [and] come before his presence with 
singing". It is salutary to know that the whole earth worships the Lord whether the 
economy is bad, our finances are lousy, or elections do not go our way. 

The universe is made to praise God. Every morning, despite the economic or 
political environment, as the sun rises in the east, the whole creation bursts forth 
in songs of praise whether we feel like it or not. The ocean surf roars with joy, the 
wind whistles for joy, the birds sing with joy, the beasts of the field cry with joy, 
the flowers tum their faces toward the light with joy, the streams babble and the 
rivers run for joy. In the midst of such a chorus of praise and thanksgiving, we 
dare not be grim and long-faced, for we are part of creation. "Know ye that the 
Lord he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves." We are part of 
the earth which shouts for joy to the Lord. We cannot willfully be out of step with 
the rest of creation. When we observe other creatures, when we tune into their 
chorus, when we hear their shouts of joy, when we see the beauty of nature in all 
its seasons, the colors and shapes of the leaves, the variety of the species, the food 
and drink that is provided for us, we have to acknowledge our gratitude and join 
in the chorus of thanksgiving. We are made for praise and thanksgiving. 

But that is not all. When we know that the Lord is God our Creator, we know 
also that "we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture". He is more than our 
Creator. God is our Father, and our Shepherd (see Psalm 23). God established a 
personal relationship with us through Jesus. "I am the good shepherd: the good 
shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. I am the good shepherd, and know my 
sheep, and am known of mine. I lay down my life for the sheep" (John 10:11-15) 
We are thankful that we know that God is our Redeemer as well as our Creator. 
He suffers and dies for us so that we might be forgiven, restored to God's favor, 
made whole. This is cause for thanksgiving. 

We are to "enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with 
praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name" Why? "For the Lord is good; 
his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations." How do you 
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know that the Lord is good and His love endures forever? What is good in your 
life? "Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down 
from the Father" (James 1: 16). In every life there are good and perfect gifts. It 
may be life itself, health, first class medical care, a lovely place to live, the ability 
to do things, to play golf or tennis or bridge, wonderful books to read, music to 
hear, food and drink to appreciate, arts and crafts to enjoy, the thrill of learning, 
study groups to participate in, a church to belong to, the gift of prayer and the 
Bible. The list of good things in your life can go on and on. We give thanks for 
all God's goodness and gifts to us. 

God's love endures forever. That love is seen in His people. He loves us 
through one another: through a loving spouse or friend, through our children and 
grandchildren, through our pets, through working with others, through sharing in 
promoting a worthwhile cause, through helping the needy. We receive God's love 
through many avenues: through birthday and Christmas cards, through phone 
calls and emails, through tokens of appreciation, through the joy of seeing others 
we love doing well, through learning that some seed we planted has borne fruit in 
the lives of others. We give thanks for God's love which endures through good 
times and bad. 

Why can we give thanks to God and praise His name? Because, "his 
faithfulness continues through all generations." Or as William Kethe paraphrases 
it in the Scottish Psalter: "His truth at all times firmly stood, And shall from age 
to age endure." God's promises to us are money in the bank. He gives us meaning 
and purpose in life. We give thanks because we are confident that "he which hath 
begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ" 
(Philippians 1:6). We give thanks because God is working out His plans for our 
lives, He is completing His work in us and through us. He will not abandon us. 
He can be depended upon to take care of us. Great is His faithfulness. "All I have 
needed His hand has provided. Great is Your faithfulness, Lord, unto me." There 
are many reasons for thanksgiving. Let us be thankful in all circumstances. 

---·---

• THE COMFORT TO BE DRAWN 
FROM GOD'S UNCHANGEABLENESS • 

Based on Edward Pearse's A Beam of Divine Glory 

J. DAVISON 

IN 1674, a little gem of a treatise called, A Beam of Divine Glory was published. 
It was by Edward Pearse, the pastor of St. Margaret's Westminster, who had died 
the previous year. The treatise, which started out as a series of sermons, was 
prepared for print by Pearse after a near relation persuaded him to have them 
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published. And while the book was first published almost 350 years ago it is still 
very relevant today. The work is Pearse's endeavour to build up the comfort and 
contentment of all believers on the foundation of the unchangeableness of God. It 
is based on the words of Malachi 3:6: "I am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye 
sons of Jacob are not consumed." 

Pearse begins by noting that "all the many attributes of God mentioned in 
Scripture are no other than His very essence, and are ascribed to Him to help us 
in our conceptions and understandings of Him". The reason for this is because 
"we are not able to apprehend what may be known of God under any one name 
or notion or by any one act of the intellect". Going on to explain what he means 
Pearse makes reference to the many attributes of God by name (power, wisdom, 
holiness, justice, goodness, faithfulness, and all-sufficiency among others), and 
says that they are "not distinguished in Him, either from Himself or from one 
another, but are all one and the same God revealed and manifested to us under 
various notions". But while we may say that "the holiness of God is God; the 
wisdom of God is God; the goodness of God is God"; and "the unchangeableness 
of God is God", each of these notions helps us "to better conceive and apprehend 
Him, and also to perform our homage and worship of Him" .1 

In opening the words of his text Pearse explains that while "the sons of Jacob" 
("God's professing church and people") "deserved to be utterly cut off and 
destroyed" they are on the contrary, "preserved from utter ruin and destruction", 
not because of any merit in them, but because God is unchangeable. For 
Pearse the design of the text and the surrounding verses was to show God's 
people that the way they have been behaving showed them to be "a sinful, 
sinning, rebellious people, a people that has deserved to be destroyed ten thousand 
times over". Their lives evidenced that they were such, "who deserved to be 
utterly consumed and destroyed" and this would have been their end had not God 
been unchangeable. Pearse is right when he says, "Truly it is a miracle of grace, 
goodness, and patience",2 they were not destroyed; and we may say, "surely it is 
the same today". 

Pearse argues that by this attribute, God "tactically opposes Himself to mortal 
man and removes and renounces all wavering and inconsistency from Himself'. 
Then too, God "is infinitely distinguished from all the creatures in perfection and 
glory". In support of these comments Pearse quotes James 1: 17: "Every good and 
perfect gift cometh down from above, from the Father of lights, with whom there 
is no variableness or shadow of turning [change]." Going on to elaborate on what 
this means, Pearse says, "He is called the Father of lights" to show "that all light, 
all glory, all holiness and blessedness are originally in Him, and that whatever 
these creatures partake of comes from Him as its proper spring and fountain". 
Continuing, Pearse quotes Psalm 90:2: "From everlasting to everlasting he is 
God", and says, "every day brings changes upon the creatures, more or less, but 
God never changes". This is followed by Pearse quoting "one of the ancients" 
who said: "God who changes all things, who works all things that are in the world 



The Gospel Magazine 193 

is Himself unchangeable, never new, never old." How unlike God are all 
creatures, for they are "subject to corruption and alteration". For Pearse it is self 
evident that the creatures "may cease to be what they are and may begin to be 
what they are not ... they may lose what they had and attain something which 
before they had not", but God is "free from all possibility of corruption or 
alteration". And on this basis God "is infinitely distinguished from all the 
creatures in perfection and glory."3 

That God "is free from all corruption and alteration and is always like Himself, 
so that He can neither cease to be what He is, or begin to be what He is not", is 
surely a means of comfort to God's people in all generations. Indeed, as Pearse 
noted at the start of his treatise, "The manifestation and revelation of God" as the 
God who does not change is "a sweet and blessed, as well as a glorious notion to 
us", one that "conduces much to the quickening and encouraging of our faith and 
love, our comfort and obedience, in Him and to Him".4 

Moving on from what he calls "general proofs of God's unchangeableness", 
Pearse sets out six specific things in respect to the unchangeableness of God as 
further "encouragements to our faith". These are: (1) God is unchangeable in "His 
being and essence"; (2) in "His blessedness and glory"; (3) in "His counsels and 
decrees"; (4) in "His kingdom and rule"; (5) in "His covenant and promise"; and 
(6) in "His love and grace towards His people".5 

The first of these specifics Pearse has already mentioned. But here Pearse 
suggests the words "I change not", in the text, are but an "exegesis or something 
added by way of explication" of the title "Jehovah", which "denotes truth and 
absoluteness, so the sameness and unchangeableness of His being". This for 
Pearse is God, in one word, declaring, "I am He, that great He who has My being 
in and of Myself, and give being to all creatures, and who in My being was from 
all eternity, am now, and will be one and the same forever". The same truth is to 
be understood by the name God gives Himself in Exodus 3:14: "I AM THAT I 
AM", which Pearse says, "notes the necessity, eternity, immutability, and infinite 
fullness of God's being". Pearse also reminds us that when Christ asserted His 
own divinity He alluded to this title- "Before Abraham was, I am" (John 8:58).6 

Bringing this section to a close Pearse makes the point that for God "it is not 
one thing to live, and another thing to live blessedly", for God is His "own 
blessedness". This leads Pearse into the next specific he wishes to consider, 
namely, that "God is unchangeable in His blessedness and glory". In this section 
Pearse seeks to show wherein the blessedness of God lies, and his opening 
words really sum up what he wants to say: "The Lord Jehovah is a glorious 
and blessed God". Indeed, says Pearse, God is so blessed in Himself that He 
"cannot make Himself more blessed, happy, and perfect than He is; nothing can 
by infiniteness be added unto infiniteness". The important thing here, for Pearse, 
is that "the blessedness of God lies wholly in that infinite delight, solace, and 
satisfaction which He has in Himself'. In other words God "is infinitely pleased 
and at rest in Himself' .7 
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This is so unlike all creatures, whose real "happiness lies in God, in the 
knowledge and enjoyment of God". Indeed, "unhappy is that man who knows all 
other things, but is ignorant of Thee, 0 God; but blessed is he who knows Thee, 
though he is ignorant of other things". Furthermore, says Pearse, "he who knows 
both Thee and other things too, he is not more happy because he knows other 
things". How true this is; and one of the reasons for it is because "God is 
unchangeable in His counsels and decrees". Expressing it another way Pearse 
says, what God wills, "He wills always, His willing of things being one pure act 
without any interruption or shadow of change". As the psalmist says, "The 
counsel of the Lord standeth forever, the thoughts of His heart to all generations" 
(Psalm 33: 11). But this is not only true of God's counsels in general, for it equally 
applies to "His particular counsels concerning men's eternal states".8 

Expanding on this last thought, Pearse cites Paul's words to Timothy: "the 
foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that 
are his" (2 Timothy 2: 19) and says, "The Apostle calls us to look back upon the 
election of God, which he calls a foundation, hereby showing the firm and stable 
constancy or immutability of it." Yes, says Pearse, "God will have His own eternal 
purpose according to His election stand, and stand it shall, and that forever". But 
for God's "eternal purpose" to be fulfilled He must surely have the governance 
of all things, and this God has because "He possesses all things as His own". 
Furthermore, God does not only "possesses all things" He "orders and disposes of 
them as He pleases", "according to the counsel of His own will". This is true of 
"both persons and things, states and kingdoms", and all "in a subservience to His 
own most wise and holy ends". In support Pearse quotes those lovely words of the 
psalmist: "Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom [a kingdom of ages], and thy 
dominion endureth throughout all generations" (Psalm 145:13).9 

Importantly, Pearse reminds us that God does not rule as a tyrant, for "He 
governs by the man Christ, who has a natural, tender care of, and respect to His 
church and people", and this is another cause of "great encouragement to the 
people of God". This leads Pearse to consider the "covenant and promise" God 
has made "with His people in Christ". A "covenant wholly made up of grace and 
love from first to last". Indeed, says Pearse, it is "a covenant made up of ... 
exceedingly rich and precious promises, and filled with exceedingly rich and 
precious treasures". Yes, precious treasures such as, grace, peace, pardon, 
righteousness, salvation, heaven and blessedness forever. It is a covenant "built 
upon unchangeable love, and sealed with unchangeable blood, and cannot 
therefore but be unchangeable".l0 

And even when His people sin, God is still faithful to His "precious promises". 
as Pearse calls them. "Promises that will certainly be made good," for He "who is 
truth itself and faithfulness itself cannot lie, cannot fail." Or as Augustine put it: 
"They are Thy promises, 0 Lord, and who need fear being deceived when truth 
itself promises?" But more importantly, God says that even though "the 
mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed ... My kindness shall not depart 
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from thee, neither shall the covenant of My peace be removed" (Isaiah 54:10). 
Yes, God "will correct and chastise them for their sin", but "all the promises of 
God are all Yea and Amen in Christ" (2 Corinthians 1:20), for though "God does 
not love the sins of His people; no, He hates them", yet "He loves their persons". 
It is also true that "God may possibly afflict His people and that in many ways; 
and very sorely ... but still He loves them; still they are dear to Him".ll 

That God is "unchangeable in His grace and love towards His people" is 
evident by the fact that they are not only "the dearly beloved of His soul" 
(Jeremiah 12:7), but He loves them "with a choice and peculiar love, a love like 
that wherewith He loves Christ (John 17:23)". Such love that nothing "can 
possibly nullify or alter it; nothing can possibly cast them out of His heart". 
Pearse here reminds us of those wonderful words of Paul in his letter to the 
Romans (8:37-39). This truth is also borne out by the fact that the "effects of His 
love towards His people .... That is ... His saving gifts such as effectual calling, 
and the like, shall never be repented of, never be recalled or reversed by Him." 
Again Pearse makes the point that where "God bestows such and such gifts and 
talents upon a person to be employed for His glory, and he does not so employ 
them, he does not rightly use and improve them, what God has bestowed upon 
him shall be taken away". But, importantly "it is otherwise with the saving gifts 
and fruits of God's special love", for "these God never recalls", and "Oh, how 
sweet is this to contemplation".12 

Turning to the basis or foundation of God's unchangeableness Pearse notes 
three things: (1) "the infinite purity and simplicity of His being"; (2) "the infinite 
excellency and perfection of His being"; and (3) "the infinite extent and compass 
of His wisdom". The first of these proclaims, that "God is a most simple and 
perfectly pure act, free from all composition, and therefore, cannot possibly be 
dissolved, corrupted, or wax old and decay". The second argues that there is no 
"corruptive change" (e.g. "from good to bad or from bad to worse") or "perfective 
change" (e.g. "from bad to good, or from good to better") in God, for "change 
necessarily argues imperfection; but God is infinitely perfect, and therefore not 
subject to change". Finally, Pearse notes that "the extent and compass of God's 
wisdom" is "built upon, and springs from the infinite fullness and extent of His 
wisdom and understanding". In other words "God sees and knows ... all things, 
without exception, always without interruption; perfectly without defect, and at 
once without succession" _13 

At this point Pearse, recognising there may be some objections to the glorious 
picture he has set before his readers, now turns to the "obviating" of those 
objections and "the vindication of God's unchangeableness from all cavil and 
contradiction". In doing this Pearse sets forth a number of propositions in regard 
to those Scripture passages that speak of "God's repenting", and "the non
execution and non-accomplishment of some threats and promises of God". 
But such passages, argues Pearse, are "no way inconsistent with or repugnant to 
the truth and glory of His unchangeableness", for when God is said to repent, "it 
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is to be understood not in a proper, but in an improper and allusive tense; not 
affective, but effective; not according to His internal will, but an external work". 
"In a word," says Pearse, God is said to repent when "He retracts or revokes 
His benefits from a person or people", but not as to Himself in either His nature 
or will.l4 

Likewise "the non-execution and non-accomplishment of some threats and 
promises of God ... is no impeachment of His unchangeableness". Here Pearse 
argues that such "threats and promises" are "not absolute, but conditional"; they 
have "either an express or implicit condition in them". Therefore, "when an evil 
is threatened and not executed, and when a good is promised and not performed, 
the non-execution of the one and the non-performance of the other are not because 
God is not unchangeable, but because the condition upon which the one is 
threatened and the other promised is found wanting". In support of his argument 
Pearse quotes Jeremiah 18:7-10, and refers to Psalm 7:12, Luke 13:1-5, and 
Revelation 2:20-22, to the same purpose. Then in summary Pearse says: "God 
changes His sentence, the outward threat or promise, but not His decree, nor His 
inward counsel and purpose." In other words, "It is one thing for God to change 
His will and another thing to will a change". Thus while "God often wills and 
determines a change ... He never changes His will or determination". IS 

Moving on Pearse next shows how God, in His unchangeableness, "is infinitely 
distinguished from the creatures in dignity and glory". Furthermore, this 
unchangeableness puts "a lustre and glory upon all the excellencies and 
perfections of God". Thus "God's holiness would not be half so glorious were it 
not unchangeable holiness. His love would not be half so sweet were it not 
unchangeable love." Indeed, asks Pearse, "what would any of all His attributes be 
in comparison were they not unchangeable?". Thus, for Pearse, our aim should be 
"to see and adore in God this glorious excellency and perfection of His", for when 
we do, we can surely only conclude that God is "the measure and standard of all 
true worth and excellency". By this we are to understand, as Pearse notes, "the 
transcendent excellency of spiritual things beyond [the] carnal; heavenly things, 
beyond [the] earthly".l6 

• To BE CONTINUED • 

END NOTES 
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• WHY WE SHOULD REMEMBER • 

J. WILLIAMS (Leigh, Surrey) 

197 

RECENTLY I conducted the funeral of a lady who had died in her eighties. As a 
child she had been knocked down by a car and critically injured. Surgeons fought 
to save her life which hung in the balance and after much effort she recovered. 

Although this accident took place long ago the consequences from it, namely 
that she survived, lasted the rest of her life! The important thing was not "when 
the event occurred" but rather "the consequences" of that event. Happening 
decades earlier never changed the fact that the outcome of this event meant she 
lived a long full life. The timing of it was completely irrelevant. You could say 
that she lived the rest of her days "on the back" of the efforts of those who 
struggled to save her. This example reminds us that it's the consequence of an 
event which is the important thing, not its timing. 

September 3rd this year marked the 70th anniversary of the outbreak of the 
Second World War and more than ever some argue, "well it's so long ago, why 
remember the past?"; or, "it's just for the elderly to think about". When I hear 
comments like this I really wonder at how uninformed and na'ive some people can 
be. The fact that the events of the Second World War took place 70 years ago is 
irrelevant, the real issue is that the consequences of those events being so 
profound, are still with us today. If the outcome of the war had been different, 
quite literally you would not be alive to read this letter and I would never have 
been born to write it. We should regularly reflect on and remember the enormity 
of this truth. Present lives need to be set in the context of the past. 

Many also seem to have forgotten just how close we came to defeat and 
national annihilation. This country was in such a terrible state that we were 
brought to our knees - quite literally. 

At first when war was declared nothing much happened but, within a few 
months, France and Belgium fell to the Germans. The only port from which to 
evacuate the British Army was Dunkirk, where it was trapped against the sea. Our 
troops were encircled and the German Army was proceeding to their annihilation. 
The position was so serious it was estimated that perhaps only 20,000 men might 
be rescued. The whole root, core and brains of the British Army was about to 
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perish. There was no human solution to this crisis; the end of the British way of 
life had come - or so it appeared. 

When it became clear how serious the the situation was, King George VI called 
for a National Day of Prayer to be held on 26th May. In a national broadcast he 
instructed the people of the UK to plead for Divine intervention. Together with 
members of the Cabinet, the King attended Westminster Abbey, whilst literally 
millions of people across the British Isles flocked to churches to join in prayer 
seeking deliverance. Nothing like it had ever been seen before in our country or 
indeed in any country with people queuing to get into churches pleading for help. 

What happened next was one of the most miraculous and timely deliverances 
ever to occur in the history of our nation, with two great phenomena following 
this National Day of Prayer. The first was a great storm which broke out over the 
area on the 28th May, hindering the murderous work of the German airforce, and 
the second was the great calm which settled on the English Channel, the likes of 
which hadn't been seen for decades. This calm enabled an armada of boats to 
rescue no less than 335,000 men! Four years later, of course, this deliverance 
further meant that Britain was able to provide a "launch pad" for the liberation of 
Europe. If the British Army had been destroyed at Dunkirk the UK would then 
have been occupied and the liberation of Europe would never have happened. 

The violent storm and Channel calm immediately following this Day of Prayer 
made possible what people began to call "the miracle of Dunkirk". Sunday, 9th 
June, was appointed as a Day of National Thanksgiving. There had been no 
human solution to this national crisis; it had been solved by Divine intervention 
alone. There were so many other instances of Divine assistance at crucial 
moments in the war that in October 1942 Churchill was moved to comment; "I 
sometimes have a feeling of interference. I want to stress that. I have a feeling 
sometimes that some Guiding Hand has interfered. I have a feeling that we have 
a Guardian because we have a great Cause and we shall have that Guardian so 
long as we serve that Cause faithfully. 

As we go through a series of 70th anniversaries over the next few months let 
us remember just how differently it could have been - and nearly was. We are 
living our lives "on the back" of a series of deliverances and miracles as well as 
the sacrifices made by countless individuals in the field of conflict. It is no small 
thing that we are remembering. And as we remember let us also ask, "Are we 
showing ourselves worthy of such deliverances?". "Is our nation and society 
setting an example to the world by our beliefs and moral standards?" Churchill 
stated that while we stood for a great "Cause" we would have a "Guardian". But 
what "Causes" do we stand for today: greed, selfish ambition, immorality and 
unbelief? Such "Causes" have no Guardian! 

In Psalm 107 it warns that God will turn "a fruitful land into barrenness, for the 
wickedness of them that dwell therein". This is an apt description of the state of 
our country today. There are no human solutions to the problems our nation 
faces; only a Divine solution. God will exalt and bless any nation or any society 
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anywhere which stands for righteousness, truth, justice and peace, so let us 
put God back at the heart of our country and once again we will see miracles 
of deliverance. 

[For more information on the state of the nation and the call for national 
repentance, please see pages 16-20 and 31-34 of A Call to the Nation, which can 
be downloaded free from www.churchsurvey.co.uk] 

---·---

• AN APPARENT CONTRADICTION • 

S. K. EVERS (Potton, Beds.) 

ARE you a Christian? Then God has written your name in heaven forever. Jesus 
said: "Rejoice because your names are written in heaven" (Luke 10:20). God has 
written your name "in marks of indelible grace" in His divine register. You can 
never lose your eternal soul. However, Jesus' statement in Luke 10:20 seems to 
contradict God's words in Exodus 32:33: "Whosoever hath sinned against me, 
him will I blot out of my book." 

The security of the sheep 
We need to set this apparent contradiction into a broader context. Many biblical 
passages teach the eternal security of the believer - three examples will suffice. 
"My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: And I give unto 
them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them 
out of my hand. My Father which gave them me is greater than all and no man is 
able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. I and my Father are one." (John 
10:28-30). The apostle Peter tells us that we have an inheritance "reserved in 
heaven" and that we "are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation" 
(1 Peter 1:3-5). The word "salvation" in this verse means final deliverance from 
sin when we enter into heaven. It is clear from Romans 8:28-39 that nothing can 
separate God's elect from God's love that comes to them through Jesus Christ. He 
loved His people before He made the world and sent Christ to die for them - He 
will not let any whom He has loved, be unloved and eternally lost in hell. 

The perseverance of the saints 
Why then, do some Christians think that a true believer can lose his salvation? They 
hold this view because they want to safeguard the doctrine of human responsibility. 
They fear that eternal security will make the believer careless about holy living. 
They imagine a Christian saying: "I am safe forever therefore I may live as I 
please." Of course, anyone with that attitude is not a genuine Christian. The real 
Christian desires likeness to Christ and wants to obey God - this is holiness. 
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The biblical Christian affirms God's keeping power and he affirms human 
responsibility. Christ's sheep hear His voice and follow Him; they become 
disobedient sheep when they ignore His voice and go their own way. Authentic 
believers are "kept by the power of God through faith". Faith is confidence in 
God. It is trusting God in our daily lives to protect us, provide for us and to 
guide us. Faith demands human responsibility. If we do not trust Christ, we 
are disobedient Christians. The biblical Christian takes seriously Jesus' words 
in Mark 13: 13: "he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved" 
Endurance is evidence of conversion. The Puritans spoke about "the perseverance 
of the saints" to emphasise the endurance of the Christian who is kept by 
God's power. 

A problem? 

So then, it seems as if we have a problem. Some who profess conversion do not 
endure. It seems that God has not kept them by His power. It looks as if someone 
has snatched a Christian from the Father's hands. How do we explain this 
conundrum? In two ways: 

1. We remember Jesus' parable of the sower. The human heart is like soil into 
which God sows the seed of His Word. Some seed produced no fruit because it 
fell on the path. The stony ground hearers represent those who make an immediate 
response but only "endure for a time". The roots of their professed faith are 
only superficial. The thorny ground hearers are those who "hear the word" but 
the cares and concerns of this world "choke the word", the seed becomes 
unfruitful. Jesus warned us that only one out of four kinds of ground would reap 
a lasting harvest. God has written in heaven, only the names of the good ground 
hearers (Mark 4: 1-20). 

2. When considering the problem of those who profess faith in Christ but 
do not endure, we also need to remember that there is a distinction between 
backsliding and apostasy. The backslider, like Peter, will weep his or her way 
back to the cross. God delights to forgive the prodigal who returns home 
(Luke 15:11-25; 22:54-65). On the other hand, the apostate, like Esau, has gone 
beyond the point of repentance. We read that Esau, "found no place for repentance 
though he sought it carefully with tears". He, like Judas, was remorseful, but he 
did not repent of his sins (Hebrews 12: 16-17). The backslider who repents feels 
the divine Father's warm embrace. The apostate becomes defiant in his sin and 
goes to hell. 

Two books 

Let us now return to our starting point. The apparent contradiction between Jesus' 
statement in Luke 10:20: "Rejoice, because your names are written in heaven" 
and God's threat in Exodus 32:33: "Whosoever hath sinned against me, him will 
I blot out of my book." 
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How do we reconcile these two references? Both texts are God's words because 
Jesus is God the Son. God does not contradict Himself. Jesus spoke in Luke 10:12 
about true believers who had trusted him for salvation. God in Exodus 32:33 
spoke about apostate Jews who refused to repent of their sins. They belonged 
physically to God's people, but spiritually they were far from God. What does 
God mean when he says "I will blot out of my book"? 

An essential rule in interpreting God's Word is to interpret Scripture by 
Scripture. Are there other passages that throw light on Exodus 32:33? Yes, there 
at least two: "Let them [unrepentant sinners] be blotted out of the book of the 
living, and not be written with the righteous" (Psalm 69:28); "And it shall 
come to pass that he that is left in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jerusalem, shall 
be called holy, even every one that is written among the living in Jerusalem" 
(Isaiah 4:3). 

A. W. Pink, placing these two references alongside Exodus 32:33, comments: 
"The 'book' written about by Moses was the divine register in which are recorded 
the names of those living on earth, whose names are 'blotted out' at the death of 
each one. On the other hand, the apostle John in Revelation 21:27, calls the book 
of which Jesus speaks in Luke 10:20, ' the Lamb's book of life'. Those whose 
names are in that book will see God face to face and live forever with Him 
(Revelation 22:4)." We have a glorious Saviour and a wonderful future ahead! We 
prepare for heaven as we read and obey the Bible, knowing that there are no 
contradictions in God's inerrant Word. 

---·---

• STUDIES IN EZEKIEL • 

P. KING (Hailsham) 

Chapter 16:15-34 

GOD IS FAITHFUL 

THESE verses are as sad as the previous were merciful. All the grace and 
goodness of God is ignored, even despised, by the chosen people. What a place to 
sink to! Children are sacrificed to idols, the ultimate horror in any society. 

1. Pride. The sin here is the misappropriation of God's care over the people. 
"Thou didst trust in thine own beauty, and playedst the harlot." There is no greater 
insult to the Lord than for Christians to abuse their privileges. Great freedom is 
given to us, both in worship and daily life, in contrast to the legalistic life of the 
Israelite. With this freedom comes responsibilities and commitment, but Israel 
abused the gifts and graces of their God. Many Christians say holy living is 
unimportant, and consequently their lifestyle is little different from the world. We 
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are not our own but bought at a price, even the precious blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Then let us humble ourselves to serve Him, rather than get as near as we 
can to the world! 

2. Perversion. As if this was not enough, the innocent suffer untold horrors, as 
"thou hast slain my children, and delivered them to cause them to pass through 
the fire" . It is difficult to understand parents doing this, yet in our own society 
children are abused every day. Can there be a parallel in churches? What about 
teaching the young people false doctrine and ungodly practices? It is no good 
teaching the Bible and then showing a bad example in Christian living. Further 
disclosures of perverted living are explained throughout the chapter, warning that 
to willingly subi:nit to sin is foolishness in the extreme. Unbelievers are "sold 
under sin" but Christians leading others into worldly ways to "get the people in" 
will soon find they cannot get the world out. We must not use Satan's weapons to 
fight the'Lord's battles, for it is the church's task to preach the Word, not set up 
social clubs. Notice the analogy at verse 34. If we embrace the world the church 
loses everything and the world stays the same. 

LESSONS FOR TODAY 

(a) Departure from God brings chastisement and for the Christian this is 
designed to bring the believer back to God, not as a punishment. In the church, 
discipline should be carefully administered, not as retribution, but loving concern 
for the soul. It should never be a means of "control" or "fear" but only a loving 
way to correct a backslider. 

(b) The Church is not immune from God's discipline, but love is not far away. 
When the Church sins God's name is dishonoured and the fellowship weakened. 
Remember the world is watching, and unbelievers who "worship" with the church 
will rejoice when problems occur. 

(c) Do not play with fire; keep away from the alluring ways of the world. 
We should run away from sin as we would run away from a wild beast or a 
forest fire. It is said that fire can spread more quickly than a person can run, and 
so can sin! 

(d) Judah s sin in this section of the chapter was the misappropriation of 
Gods goodness, using the gifts God had given (beauty and acclaim among the 
nations) for selfish purposes. "The church will soon find she loses all, and 
the world gains all when she foolishly stoops to impair the testimony of God, or 
adjust the claims and services of religion to the tastes and practices of a carnal 
mind" (Fairbairn). 

RETURN UNTO ME, AND I WILL RETURN UNTO YOU, 
SAITH THE LORD 
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"I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, 
I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord; and thou forgavest the iniquity 

of my sin" (Psalm 32:5) 

What the Romanists and the Ritualists say about the Holy Bible 
I grant that, whilst Romanists and Ritualists object to the use of the Bible by the 
common people, stating that it is not for them, but for the Church, to interpret its 
meaning, yet, at the same time, they appeal to it, and professedly make it their 
text-book; but this they do only in so far as it furthers their views, and appears to 
sanction their doctrines and practices: for example, as professed and pretended 
successors of the Apostles, they claim an authority to forgive sins, upon the 
ground of what Christ said to Peter (Matthew 16:16): "And I will give unto thee 
the keys of heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in 
heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven." Now, 
the term binding and loosing were very common among the Jews; and, as the 
Lord was about to send the Kingdom of Heaven, or, in other words, the Gospel, 
or glad tidings of salvation, among the Gentiles, as well as to the Jews, Peter and 
his brother Apostles had authority to decide - to bind or unloose - certain matters 
touching habits or customs which had previously been observed; and, by 
reference to the Acts of the Apostles, we see that this was done, in sundry 
particulars, during their personal ministry. If the Lord had intended anything more 
than this, or had He invested him with the power and dignity attached to him by 
the Romanists, for the sake of claiming the same for their Pope, would Jesus 
immediately afterwards have rebuked Peter in such terms as Matthew 16:23, "Get 
thee behind me, Satan; thou art an offence unto me; for thou savourest not the 
things that be of God, but those that be of men"? James 5: 16, "Confess your faults 
one to another, and pray one for another", is quoted as an authority for 
Confession; but here the Apostle is speaking of faults or shortcomings between 
man and man, not of sins against God! Further, they were to "confess their faults 
one to another" - as it were backwards and forwards. It would be a strange sight 
indeed to see a priest confessing his faults to his poor erring fellow-creature. 

The destructive delusion of the Confessional 
In giving his evidence before a Committee of the House of Lords, the Rev. John 
Burnett (a Dissenting minister at Cork) said: "I have seen myself thirty-five 
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individuals in the dock together, sentenced to death; and I could not perceive the 
least degree of emotion, in consequence of the pronouncing of sentence, all of 
which I attribute to the confidence placed in the absolution of the clergy." 

What a poor Roman Catholic boy asked the priest 
"To whom does your reverence confess?'1 asked the boy. "To the bishop," was the 
reply. "Who does the bishop confess to?'' again asked the boy. "To the pope," said 
the priest. "And to whom does the pope confess?" was the further inquiry. "To 
God," said the Priest. "Oh, then, I shall confess to God! " replied the boy, "and 
save my shilling." Noble resolve, my dear parishioners, and in perfect accordance 
with both the precepts and examples of God's most holy Book. For instance, in 
the 32nd Psalm, and 5th verse, we read: "I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and 
mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the 
Lord; and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin." 

Now, inasmuch as David, the king of Israel, left for a very short time to himself, 
committed two of the most dreadful sins of which man is capable - namely, 
adultery and murder - it was not because of the trifling nature of his offences, he 
felt that "vain is the help of man", and that he resolved to confess his 
transgressions unto the Lord; and then we see at once, not only how acceptable 
and well-pleasing to the Lord that act upon the part of the psalmist was, but we 
see likewise its blessed and happy consequences: "and thou forgavest the iniquity 
of my sin." The very language implies the enormity of his transgressions. Then if 
you tum to his 51st Psalm - that pattern Psalm for all true penitent, broken
hearted sinners - in proof of how he turned aside from man, and went direct to 
God- and there were plenty of priests at the command of King David, if he so had 
thought that they could have done him any good - and we hear him saying, 
"against thee, thee only have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight". "Hide thy 
face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, 0 
God, and renew within me a right spirit. Thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I 
give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering." 

(What will those say to this who vainly imagine that the great Jehovah might 
be bribed - as though the "God that made the world and all things therein . . . 
needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things" (Acts 
17:24-25.) Oh, that such poor deluded men might be led, before it is too late, to 
ponder upon the words of the Apostle Peter, as addressed to Simon the sorceror 
(Acts 8:20): "Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift 
of God may be purchased with money.") 

How Jesus Himself dealt with sinners when on earth 
Did the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, when on Earth, set any such examples as 
probing the heart, so as to draw forth from the lips the confession of a long list of 
sins and transgressions? I challenge Ritualists or Romanists to bring forward a 
single case in which He did so. On the contrary, He dealt with poor sinners, who 
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by the Holy Ghost were led to see and feel their guilty and undone condition, and 
whom He imperceptibly constrained to betake themselves to Jesus- He dealt with 
them, I say, in the gentlest, tenderest, most forbearing way. He extorted from them 
no lengthened enumeration of transgressions, neither did He exact pence nor 
penances. He took them as they were, and He pardoned them like a God! He 
proved the efficacy of His own blood, which cleanseth from all sin (3 John 1:7), 
and the perfection of His righteousness, clothed in which they are beheld by a 
holy, heart-searching God, not having spot, nor wrinkle, nor any such thing" 
(Ephesians 5:27). 

In proof of the Lord's pity for poor sinners and both His willingness and His 
power to receive them as they were, in all their wretchedness and misery, and by 
the rich exercise of His own grace and love and mercy, make them what He would 
have them be; see how Jesus dealt with the woman of Samaria, John 4; the mad 
Gadarene, Mark 5; Saul of Tarsus, Acts 9; Zaccheus the publican, Luke 19; Mary 
Magdalene, Mark 16; the dying thief, Luke 23. Jesus saved then, as He saves now, 
"without money and without price" (Isaiah 55: 1). 

THE FILTHY CONFESSIONAL AGAIN! 

My dear Friends and Neighbours, 

I use the words filthy Confessional advisedly, because it deals in all that is vile, 
debasing, and destructive. Popery has been pronounced as Satan's masterpiece. 
With equal truth may the Confessional be declared to be his finishing touch to that 
masterpiece. The only way in which I can account for any professedly attached 
to the Protestant faith lending themselves to this accursed thing - this dire 
abomination - is that "God hath sent them strong delusion, that they should 
believe a lie": that is, that God hath seen fit to leave them to themselves, to the 
pride and presumption of their own treacherous and deceitful hearts. My dear 
friends, I once again earnestly and ardently warn you against these men and all 
the agencies they employ, in order to captivate, ensnare, and draw into their own 
hapless meshes especially the young and inexperienced. In true Romish style they 
avow that the young are those whom they have in view. The Romish priest says, 
that if he can have charge of children up to eight or ten years of age, he will so 
instil into their minds the doctrines and dogmas of Romanism as to defy their 
being uprooted afterwards. In like manner the Ritualist, in his unworthy efforts to 
imitate the Romish priest, adopts every possible means, in order to attract, allure, 
and bring over to his own habits and practices, those whose judgment is but 
imperfect, and who cannot as yet discern between good and evil. The young and 
inexperienced, therefore, become more readily ensnared and captivated by the 
wiliness, the sophistry, and apparent reasonableness of the arguments which are 
brought before them. Moreover, in all probability the words of these subtle men 
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are accompanied by a certain kindness of tone and blandness of manner which can 
scarcely fail to commend itself to the young and to draw them towards their 
allurers. This makes their position the more critical, and renders their contact with 
such men the more dangerous. 

Now, my dear friends, in order to prove my words, and to show that it is not 
without ample reason I have cautioned you to beware of those who seek to lead 
you and yours astray from those good old paths of truth and righteousness which 
that best of Books, the Bible, prescribes, I will quote some few extracts from one 
of their own little works, entitled, Books for the Young. No. 1. - Confession. 
Edited by a Committee of Clergy. Now, here are a few extracts from this false and 
grossly Scripture-perverting production by men, who at their ordination, declared 
themselves to be moved by the Holy Ghost to the work of the ministry. 

Extract 1. Upon the subject of Confession, it says, first at page 4: "To confess is 
to go to Christ's priest and to tell him quite simply, quite openly, all the sins that 
you remember to have committed. " 

(Now, I contend, and every spiritually-taught man will contend likewise, that 
this is a false beginning: the foundation is bad, and, consequently, the 
superstructure will not stand. A house built upon sand cannot stand. Before Christ 
came there were men of a certain tribe appointed to typify both Him and His 
work; but, when He, in the fulness of time, came as the great High-Priest, He 
swallowed up all types in and by Himself, the great and the glorious Anti-type. 
That Christ, the great Substance, completely superseded and for ever did away 
with all shadows, is proved by the following passages, among the numberless 
Scriptures which might be quoted: "Christ is the end (or object or purpose) of the 
law to every one that believeth" (Romans 10:3); "For what the law could not do, 
in that it was weak through the flesh, God, sending His own Son in the likeness 
of sinful flesh, and for sin condemned sin in the flesh" (Romans 8:3); "For by one 
offering He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified" (Hebrews 10: 14 ). 
Hence we learn that the work of Christ was a completed work, as upon the Cross 
of Calvary He declared with His dying breath, "It is finished!". And not only was 
the great work of Redemption completed, but all human priests were dispensed 
with for ever. We have but one Priest, and that the great High-Priest, that is passed 
into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, who (blessed be His name!) can be 
"touched with the feeling of our infirmities", for He "was in all points tempted 
like as we are, yet without sin". Hence the Apostle says, "Let us therefore 
come boldly [that is, with freedom and childlike liberty] to the Throne of Grace 
[not to the feet of a poor fallible fellow-sinner- no, a thousand and ten thousand 
times no!] that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need". 
Seeing, then, the work of Christ is a perfected work, and that He has entered 
for us within the veil - that is, into heaven itself, made an High Priest for ever 
after the order of Melchisedec, any man assuming the office of a sacrificing priest 
is a proud and presumptuous sinner, and, with all his pretended humility, homage, 
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and admiration of the Son of God, is a despiser of Christ, and an unbeliever 
in the completeness and entirety of His everlastingly-finished and triumphant 
salvation!) 

Extract 2. "When you are sick, you go to the doctor to be cured; so when your soul 
is sick, do not hesitate to go to the priest, who is the doctor of your soul, and who 
cures it in the Name of God. " 

(As false a statement as it is presumptuous, proving the pride and ignorance of 
those who dare to assume the character and prerogative of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who alone is the great and good Physician, and who has neither deputy nor 
representative, but who sits on His eternal Throne, saying, "Look unto me and be 
ye saved, all the ends of the earth; for I am God, and there is none else".) 

Extract 3. "I have known poor children who concealed their sins in Confession 
for years. They were very unhappy, were tormented with remorse, and if they had 
died in that state, they would certainly have gone to the everlasting fires of Hell." 

(Then according to this theory, the salvation of the soul must depend upon 
whether Confession had been made to the priest or not. Bereaved friends! ye 
husbands! ye wives! ye parents! ye children! if this statement be true, what about 
your poor departed ones? Ye godly people, who heretofore had hoped in the dying 
testimony that this one and that one had found redemption through the blood 
of Jesus! But what becomes of your hope now? Oh, the tender mercies of 
Romanism! Oh, the marvellous power of the priesthood!) 

Extract 4. "It is very silly to hide a sin from your Confessor, however great or 
however shameful it is. It comes from not understanding the heart of a priest, who 
loves his penitents, who has compassion on their weakness and their faults; who 
never despises them; who does not scold, but comforts them, and who is unhappily 
accustomed to hear the avowal of all sorts of great sins. " 

(How meek! how gentle! how loving! What dear men these priests must be, 
especially when young and good-looking! Ah, Reader, what will the last great day 
witness, "when the secrets of all hearts shall be disclosed"? What a confronting 
each other will that be, on the part of the deceiver and the dupe, the defiler and 
the defiled, in the presence of a heart-searching, rein-trying God!) 

Extract 5. "Say simply to your Confessor, 'I have done very bad things, but I do 
not know how to tell them'. He will kindly help you; he will ask you questions. You 
will answer openly, and then you will be relieved and happy. " 

("He will help you; he will ask you questions." No doubt of it, being well up 
in this debasing art, in the practice of which he infuses thoughts and arouses 
feelings to which his poor deluded votary was a stranger before. Who, then, I ask, 
is the tempter? which the sinner? and which ought to be the penitent?) 
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Extract 6. "During this time the happy penitent ought to be very humble, very 
little, at the feet of Jesus, hidden in the priest." 

(What dreadful blasphemy is this! I cannot conceive of anything more wicked 
than for a poor fallen sinner to entertain the veriest approach to such an idea as 
thus expressed, "Jesus hidden in the Priest"! Popery indeed! intense! awful! And 
what is the object but to invest man with power to tyrannize over others?) 

And now, my parishioners, before I close, allow me to ask, Will you lend 
yourselves to this system of iniquity? Will you give these foul-mouthed 
confessors, under the garb of sanctity, such access to your wives and daughters as 
shall render you henceforth mere tools in these vile deceivers' hands? Be wise in 
time, and keep them at arm's length; or you will rue it when too late; that is, when 
these would-be priests shall have wormed out of your wives and daughters such 
thoughts and feelings as you had never conceived. Take heed! for the moment you 
admit them, or their fawning Jesuitical sisters, in their corpse-like attire, you 
surrender your liberty as Englishmen, and sacrifice the peace, the comfort, and the 
sacredness of home!- Will you submit to this? 

My dear Parishioners, 

A very vile and most disgraceful book having long been in private circulation, 
written and compiled for the use of Ritualists, in the Confessional, the attention 
of the House of Lords was lately drawn to the book, by Earl Redesdale and the 
Marquis of Harrowby. In reply one Archbishop and a Bishop condemned the 
work in the very strongest terms, and expressed their regret at such a volume 
having been produced, and especially deplored that it should ever have been 
countenanced or adopted by men professing to have a high regard and becoming 
concern for the morals of the people generally, and especially the young 
committed to their care and instruction. Now, having seen the book in question, 
namely, The Priest in Absolution, and having glanced likewise at the work for 
which Mr. Bradlaugh and Mrs. Besant have lately been tried and condemned to a 
fine of £200 and imprisonment for six months, I do not hesitate to say, that the 
former book is far worse than the latter; and I repeat what I have already stated in 
print, that if Mr. Bradlaugh and Mrs. Besant deserved imprisonment, the authors 
and adopters of The Priest in Absolution, deserve transportation. Since my letter 
was published in the Rock, in which this opinion is expressed, I have had the 
testimony of one well up in what is called the Romish Controversy and who 
having examined the book of which I speak, declares it to be even far worse than 
the notorious Dens. 

Now, that such a work should be tolerated, or that the clergymen connected 
with certain secret societies should be admitted to our English homes and allowed 
to catechise at will English - not to say Protestant - mothers and daughters, is to 
be surprising. I can only ascribe it to the fawning, plausible, Jesuitical tone which 
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has been exercised and which, little by little, has drawn their poor deluded 
votaries into meshes from which they feel it difficult to extricate themselves. 
Moreover, I am convinced that wherever the practice of the Confessional has been 
indulged, and the first ordeal has been got over, in regard to the questions put and 
the answers given, there is a species of infatuation about it which leads its hapless 
victims to seek a repetition. The disclosing of a secret that has been long pent up 
in the mind is a relief. Of this there is no question; and it is upon this very 
principle so many are fatally deceived. Because certain disclosures are made to 
men professing to have Divine authority to hear such disclosures, and, in God's 
Name, pronounce absolution- because the whole is done under the mask and 
garb of religion; such deceived ones, in tum, become the subjects of satisfaction, 
and indulge in the vain and altogether futile idea that they have really received 
God's forgiveness at man's hand. Now, as I have shown in one of my previous 
addresses, this assumed authority to forgiveness upon the part of a minister is 
an abuse; it arises from a perversion of Scripture. I have known men -
inexperienced young men - to declare that there was no forgiveness of sins from 
God, unless they had first been confessed to a so-called priest. A greater falsehood 
was never uttered. If this be true, what has become of thousands upon thousands 
in far-off lands, or who perhaps fell a prey to fever or accident, and who were so 
situated as to have none but the Lord Himself to whom to appeal, in their time of 
affliction and death? Blessed be God, He - and He only - can in a moment 
awaken the heart-cry, "God, be merciful to me, a sinner"; and where He puts that 
cry He heeds it, irrespective and utterly independent of poor puny man. 

• To BE CoNTINUED • 

---·---

• ANZAC DAY • 
25.4.2009, Coonabarabran, 11 a.m. 

D. L. FRY (Mudgee) 

I'VE been invited to address you for five minutes, so here's a one-word message, 
written on the footpaths about 500,000 times with chalk in the most beautiful 
copperplate, across Sydney and suburbs from 1932 to 1965. I saw it at Camden 
and in the City in 1956. The word is ETERNITY. Yes, the same word which the 
City of Sydney adopted for its logo on the Harbour Bridge on New Year's Eve, 
the Year of our Lord 2000, the new century and millennium. 

It's the story of two men who joined the 1st AIF at the outbreak of World 
War I, the "war to end all wars". Arthur Stace wanted to escape the crime and 
deprivation he'd grown up with in Balmain, so as a drummer in the band he was 
also a stretcher-bearer in France. John Ridley always wanted to be a soldier and 
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aimed for "military glory". He grew up in Darling Point where his family were 
members of St. Marks and where he had all the advantages of a loving Christian 
home. Both men survived but only just! Arthur, gassed, wounded and shell
shocked returned to his life of desperation and metho-drinking. John was rescued 
from drowning in the mud at Fromelles after leading his men of the 53rd, where 
over 7,000 allied troops fell in a single tragic charge. The massed graves have 
only now been discovered, and as we speak, the task of identification and reburial 
continues. John, like Arthur, carried his wounds for the rest of his life and was 
awarded the Military Cross for conspicuous bravery under fire. He returned to 
civilian life, now to become a preacher of the Christian Gospel of God's love and 
grace, despite having been shot through the cheeks. 

It wasn't until 1932 that the two men met. Arthur had come to the end of his 
tether when he heard the message of salvation at St. Barnabas, Broadway, from 
Archdeacon Hammond. Then John G. Ridley, now a Baptist evangelist, came to 
town and 5' 3" Arthur Stace heard the sermon which was to give him the one-word 
message that millions would receive over the next 33 years and earned him the 
nickname "Mr. Eternity". Preacher John had cried out, "Eternity! Eternity! I wish 
I could shout that word to everyone in the streets of Sydney!". That's when the 
miracle happened. "I had a piece of chalk in my pocket," Arthur said, "and outside 
the church I bent down and wrote it. The funny thing is I could hardly write my 
own name. I had had no schooling and I couldn't have spelled "Eternity" for a 
hundred quid. But it came out smoothly in a beautiful copperplate script. I 
couldn't understand it and I still can't." 

Both men had proved the Biblical promise that "The eternal God is thy refuge, 
and underneath are the everlasting arms" and that "eternal life is knowing God the 
Father through His Son Jesus Christ". At the beginning of the 21st century and the 
7th millennium, the word "Eternity" was beamed by the world's media to every 
corner of the globe. As we choose just how and where we spend our lives here in 
the world of time, so we need to decide where to spend Eternity! No better-known 
statement and promise sets forth God's offer as John 3:16-17: "For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the 
world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved." 

--·--
• FEAR AND TREMBLING • 

S. SEMMENS (Edinburgh) 

SOLOMON, David's great son, is reputed to have been the wisest man who ever 
lived. However, in these last days God has sent Christ, who is the power of God 
and the wisdom of God, into this world, and He was David's greater son. But 
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above all He is our Lord Jesus Christ, in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge. From this we understand that we can only be perfect in wisdom 
if we truly know Christ, who is revealed to us in the gospel and by whom God is 
revealed to us in Him. It was Solomon himself who declared that: "The fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction" 
(Proverbs 1 :7). Now if the fear of the Lord is the principal part of knowledge, then 
it is essential that we understand what this fear of the Lord is, for if we do not 
know this we are destined to remain in ignorance. For certainly if we are indeed 
numbered amongst those who despise wisdom and instruction, and in this matter 
especially, then we have ignored the instruction that makes wise the simple in the 
things of God. This being the case then; there can be little doubt but that we are 
fools indeed. 

It is clear from Scripture that the fear of the Lord is not merely that human 
passion that is found in our nature. It is not that unpleasant emotion that is aroused 
in us by exposure to the threat of ensuing danger, the premonition that causes us 
to flee from an approaching evil, either real or imaginary. Such fear is an essential 
part of our natural and innate survival mechanism. This particular fear no doubt 
was the fear that Jesus had in mind when He advised His disciples to exercise it 
with discernment: "And I say unto you my friends, Be not afraid of them that kill 
the body, and after that have no more that they can do. But I will forewarn you 
whom ye shall fear: Fear him, which after he hath killed hath power to cast into 
hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear him" (Luke 12:4-5). Here our Lord was teaching 
His disciples that there are greater terrors to be feared at the hand of God than are 
to be feared from the world. It is in this knowledge that the Psalmist shows his 
wisdom and declares his confidence when he states: "In God have I put my trust: 
I will not be afraid what man can do unto me" (Psalm 56:11). 

The fear of the Lord is something much more profound than mere animal 
apprehension of danger, since it involves the love and worship that we owe to 
God as our Creator, Preserver, and the Author of our salvation. The apostle 
John assures us that: "There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: 
because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love" (1 John 
4: 18). The fear of the Lord means our whole worship of Him, and worship that is 
acceptable to Him. This is a fear that we have need to be taught, and the teaching 
of it comes by the Holy Spirit through the Word of God as it has been given to us 
in the Bible. Hence it is that we read such things as we have in the words of the 
Psalmist: "Come, ye children, hearken unto me: I will teach you the fear of 
the Lord" (Psalm 34: 11 ). What it is that the Psalmist is saying here could be put 
this way, I will teach you the true and principal way of worshipping and serving 
the Lord. 

Again we have the Psalmist warning the kings and judges of the earth to 
exercise wisdom. He says: "Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling" 
(Psalm 2:11). Further we see that trembling is to accompany this fear that we 
speak of, but like that fear itself, which as we have already stated is not a slavish 
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fear, likewise the trembling is not the shaking due to a frightful terror. For while 
it affects the human emotions, it is a fear that has mixed with it a thrill, exultation 
that springs up in the soul arising from the promises of God's Word as they are 
revealed to the conscience of the believer as he lays hold on them by faith. Hence 
all the spiritual benefits that emanate from it are unknown to the natural man, thus 
we have the apostle's statement: "But the natural man receiveth not the things of 
the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, 
because they are spiritually discerned" (1 Corinthians 2:14). Natural man's 
thinking and deliberations, even in religious things, are earthbound. He limits God 
to his own understanding, and limits God's habitation to that of a temple made 
with hands. Consequently he sees his own righteousness and own worthiness to 
approach God in worship in terms of a circumcision made with hands. God must 
accept him on his own terms; and so he offers the work of his hands as a 
propitiation for the sin of his soul, as did Cain of old. In Isaiah 66:1-2 we read: 
"Thus saith the Lord, The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool: 
where is the house that ye build unto me? And where is the place of my rest? For 
all those things hath mine hand made, and all those things have been, saith the 
Lord: but to this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, 
and trembleth at my word." 

These words came as a rebuke to Israel of old for their ostentation in the 
practise of religion, for clearly the Lord looked for humility in those who 
worshipped Him. And as it was with His people in the Old Testament, so it is in 
the New Testament, and indeed with us today, for Paul exhorted the believers at 
Philippi thus: "Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God 
which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure" (Philippians 
2:12-13). This exhortation of Paul stands as relevant today as it did then, but what 
does it mean? Well! First of all we see that it is God that worketh in us both to 
will and to do of His good pleasure, or in other words our salvation is not obtained 
by our good works- these are but the outcome of the working of God's Spirit in 
us. The will to do the will of God is wrought in a man by God as He draws that 
man that He has chosen to Himself. In order to see his own faith the believer can 
only do so by waiting on God, therefore it is essential that he watch and pray. True 
spiritual health is not manifest in self complacency, but in waiting on the Lord. 
The Psalmist has put it this way: "I wait for the Lord, my soul doth wait, and in 
his word do I hope" (Psalm 130:5). 

Self complacency is an egotistical preoccupation with self-improvement, 
spiritual or otherwise, resulting in self-pride but seldom in self-despair. Such 
spiritual exercises have no weight with the Lord. Instead the Lord has said: "but 
to this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and 
trembleth at my word." This trembling the Psalmist knew only too well, for he 
continues: "My soul waiteth for the Lord more than they that watch for the 
morning: I say, more than they that watch for the morning" (Psalm 130:6). Those 
who know their own depravity and have given up all hope of self-improvement, 
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look to the Lord with a longing desire and expectation, first of all for His help and 
His smile of forgiveness, and secondly for His nod of approval on their walk and 
conversation. Such a one trembles at His Word, for he can take nothing for 
granted, but subjects all his ways to the scrutiny of God's holy Word. He realises 
that if his ways are to be cleansed it must be in accordance with God's Word of 
truth. We fear that the perfunctory use of Scripture that goes for study of the Bible 
today is clearly reflected in the present condition of the visible Church and, of 
course, the poor spiritual health of her people, which is clearly seen in lack of real 
fellowship amongst her members. 

True Christian fellowship is the by-product of waiting upon the Lord, and in 
serving Him with fear and trembling. We learn just how true this is from Malachi 
3:16-18, where we read: "Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to 
another and the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was 
written before him for them that feared the Lord, and thought upon his name." 
The faithful, those who feared the Lord, had been stimulated by the prophet's 
message, so that they animated one another, and restored each other to the right 
course, therefore we see that the prophet's doctrine was not without fruit. Today 
little fruit is to be seen, no matter how faithful the Lord's servants may be to God's 
Word. Surely this is because few there be who are working out their own salvation 
with fear and trembling, or are looking solely to the Lord to work in them both to 
will and to do of His good pleasure. They seldom "speak often one to another" 
simply because they have nothing to say. In contrast the Psalmist could say: 
"Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what he hath done for my 
soul" (Psalm 66: 16). 

---·---

• BOOK REVIEWS • 

The True Profession of the Gospel. Lee Gatiss. The Latimer Trust. pp. I 38, paperback. 
£5.00. ISBN 798 0 94630 774 6. 

Lee Gatiss has written an interesting and well researched account of Augustus Toplady and his 
writings and argues thatToplady's doctrinal Calvinism is the true position ofthe formularies ofthe 
Church of England. The author is at pains to show that there is an historical succession in such 
views, and that contrary to popular thought on the subject, doctrinal Calvinism was alive and well 
during the period prior to the Evangelical Awakening. For example, John Owen affirmed in 1674 
that it was "maintained by the most learned of the dignified clergy of this day" (page 27). Gatiss sums 
up the period by saying that a Reformed tradition was established in the English Church in the reign 
of Edward VI. This survived the persecution of Mary and remained dominant under Elizabeth. 
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Connections with the Continental Reformed tradition helped to strengthen it. The victory of 
Parliament in the Civil War also strengthened the Reformed position, but the Act of Uniformity in 
1662 fragmented the movement. However, a conforming element remained, and maintained the 
tradition in the Established Church, despite the supremacy of Arminianism (page 28). With the 
coronation of William and Mary in 1689 the Protestant Reformed (Calvinistic) religion "emerged 
as the official religion upon which the United Kingdom is founded" (page 28). 

The author deals at length with the controversy between Toplady and John Wesley. Wesley 
showed a bitter and uncompromising spirit towards Calvinism, declaring that "all the devices of 
Satan, for these fifty years, have done far less towards stopping the work of God than that single 
doctrine" (Page 51). However, Wesley was at odds with the Thirty-Nine Articles and his attempt to 
evade the Calvinism of the Articles was refuted by Toplady. Toplady maintained that the Church of 
England is "the best and purest visible Church in the whole world" (page 66).We wonder what his 
verdict would be today and, indeed, whether he would be in the Church of England at all. We 
suspect that he would find it impossible to affirm, as he would be required to do in order to hold 
office, that women are "truly ordained according to Scripture". 

However, this is a very good and close study ofToplady's vindication of Calvinism in the English 
Church, and there can be no doubt at all that the teaching of the Church of England, according to 
its Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion, is Reformed. The author points out that Toplady was not an 
evangelical ·first and a Calvinist second - the doctrines of grace are not of secondary importance. 
"In Toplady's view the Reformed, Evangelical testimony to God's saving grace in the Gospel must 
remain entirely unadulterated, or eventually be swallowed up. We forget it at our peril" (page 120). 
With this we wholly agree. The Calvinism of the Thirty-Nine Articles represents the jewel which 
has been cast out upon a rubbish heap, namely, the present state of the Established Church. We 
wish to rescue the jewel as, indeed, does the author, but how that is best done is not something 
upon which evangelicals are at present agreed. D.N.S. 

The Mystery of the Holy Spirit. R. C. Sproul. Christian Focus Publications. pp. 158, 
paperback. £5.99. ISBN 978 I 84550 481 6. 

This book is a reprint and was first published in 1990. 1t is well written and readable; it is also solid, 
conservative theology - understandably from one who has been described as "the master teacher 
of this generation ... a model of theological fidelity". All Greek and Latin phrases are translated 
immediately. Quotations are from the New King James Version of the Bible. 

The opening chapters describe the nature of the Holy Spirit and His relation to the Trinity. Then 
there are chapters on the work of the Holy Spirit, the baptism of the Holy Spirit and the fruit of 
the Spirit. This last chapter contrasts sensitively the showy and popular gifts of the Spirit with the 
much more necessary fruit of the Spirit. Finally, Sproul points out that both Jesus and the Holy Spirit 
are the Paracletes or Comforters. 

Dr. Sproul, a theologian, is the senior pastor at St. Andrews, Sanford, Florida, and founder and 
chairman of Ligonier Ministries, which publishes and broadcasts solid teaching resources. 

People who have not had much theological education would benefit from reading the book, but 
it is profound and would be a helpful reminder of the Person and work of the Holy Spirit to those 
who have already studied this area oftheology.Very good value at the price. G.D.M. 

War Child; Memories of a World War II Childhood. Maurine Murchison. Christian 
Focus Publications. pp. 112, paperback. £4.90. ISBN 978 I 84550 538 7. 

This book is a series of tracts for children illustrated by events mostly from the writer's childhood 
in the early 1940s. Many of these concern the war- sirens, air raid shelters and evacuees. All are 
from her personal experience. Each chapter consists of a story from the writer's life followed by a 
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biblical application for children. At the end of the book there are some usefui"Extra Features"
what was the Second World War!; who's who in the war; a list of the main events; and daily life 
during the war. The applications tend to assume a Christian background of some sort; a reference 
to "The Old Testament" would be unintelligible to many modern children, as would the idea of 
singing Psalm 5 I, and so on. However, the book is very readable, quite attractively produced with 
many line drawings, and a child might read it on his or her own, particularly when they are learning 
at school about life in wartime Britain. 

It is difficult to place which age group might enjoy the whole book. The stories in the first 
part of the book would probably be enjoyed by young schoolchildren, but it is hard to imagine 
even some adults, never mind young children or teenagers, coping with Calvin's "Tulip" and 
understanding correctly Total Depravity, etc., unexplained. Despite all this, here is a book that would 
be enjoyed by many adults and children, especially children in Christian homes. G.D.M. 

An Enquiry into the Scriptural Character of the Revival of 18S9. W illiam 
Hamilton. pp. 296, paperback. £4.00. Obtainable from the Covenant Reformed Fellowship, 
7 Lislunnan Road, Kells BT42 3NR, Nl. 

Prepare for a shock! I suppose many look upon the 1859 Revival as a wonderful work of God: to 
dispute or deny such a claim is to invite opposition on a grand scale. The author, a minister of the 
Irish Presbyterian Church, witnessed all the extraordinary happenings. Written only six years after 
the Revival it could rightly be considered as prophetic. The Foreword states: "There is now doubt 
that 'revivalism' has captured the fancy of modern evangelicals to the extent that anyone who 
speaks against revivals of this sort would scarcely be considered as evangelical at all." 

William Hamilton's book is not just a searching critique of a special revival, that of Northern 
Ireland in 1859, but of all revivalism; things that "need to be repeated, and need to be heard". 
Charles Finney, the celebrated American revivalist, is quoted, with telling effect. In his Introduction 
to his Revival Lectures he stated: "God has found it necessary to take advantage of the excitability 
there is in mankind to produce powerful excitements among them, before He can lead them to 
obey Him ... they must be so excited that they will break over these counteracting influences 
before they will obey God." Arminianism run amok! 

"Throughout the two pages of this Introduction, the word 'excite', or one or other of its 
variations, is used no less that five and twenty t imes." The book deals with the doctrines of 
Scripture, of the Person and work of the Holy Spirit, of the church and its ministry, on conversion 
(here he explains many misconceptions), of the law and its place in the life of a Christian, and of 
assurance. A consequence of revivalism was the undermining of doctrine as bound up in historic 
church Articles. It has been truly said, "Those who encourage visions, dreams, faintings, slaying in 
the 'spirit' and bodily agitations are, in effect, advocating a return to Roman Catholic mysticism" 
(Michael de Semlyen). 

In his preface the author shows an abundance of Christian charity. "There has been considerable 
controversy concerning the 'Revival' but no one, as far as I know, has brought it to the test of 
Scripture. This, from the beginning, I regarded as absolutely necessary, and I endeavoured to do so 
according to my ability:' He continues, "The sum of all this is: True religion is obedience to the 
Divine will , revealed in Scripture - nothing more, nothing less. We are neither to go beyond nor 
come short of what the Word requires; while to misstate, misinterpret, or misapply the Word, or 
in any wise give it a meaning not to the Spirit's meaning, tends to our injury and the dishonour of 
our heavenly Father. These things I have kept in view throughout, and the Revival , weighed in this 
balance, is found wanting." This is a remarkable, timely and important book; it is certainly Revivalism 
under the spotlight! D.L.J. 
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Unity and Diversity - The Founders of the Free Church of Scotland. Sandy 
Finlayson. Christian Focus Publications. pp. 320, paperback. £8.99. 1SBN 978 184550 550 9. 

As its title suggests, this book provides short biographical studies of ten "founding fathers" of 
the Free Church. The author was formerly an elder in the Canada branch of the church and is 
currently Professor of Theological Bibliography at Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia. 
It forms a very readable introduction to the subject but is also well annotated for the more 
scholarly reader. 

A helpful introductory chapter sets the scene by explaining the background to the Disruption of 
1843, in particular the tension between the rights of patrons to appoint ministers, supported largely 
by the Moderate Party and the claims of the Church to spiritual freedom, advanced by the 
Evangelicals. Seven of the ten subjects were born during the first decade of the 19th century and 
served the Established Church with distinction before going on to serve the Free Church. From an 
earlier generation, Thomas Chalmers died four years after the Disruption but his energy and 
organising genius, combined with spiritual conviction, made a vital contribution. "His sudden death 
left a leadership vacuum that was never entirely filled and his coherent vision for the church was 
never entirely emulated by those that followed him." 

Of the remainder, Hugh Miller was a layman, a gifted journalist, as well as a distinguished 
geologist. The others were all ministers in the church but with considerable diversity, both of 
character and gifts as theologians, social reformers, missionaries and contenders for the faith. 
The final biographical subject, John Kennedy, was in training for the ministry at the time of the 
Disruption but became, perhaps, the doughtiest defender of the conservative position in the 
church, along with James Begg. 

The final chapter seeks to draw lessons for the present but without providing any review of the 
intervening history, when various unions and partitions took place in the respective interests 
of spurious ecumenism and confessional integrity. In particular there is curiously no reference to 
the recent "disruption" that brought into being the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing). 
Nevertheless, overall the book is an inspiring study of an episode in church history when men were 
willing to put the cause of truth first. In this respect it perhaps has a challenging message to those 
Conservative Evangelicals remaining in the Church of England in its present sorry state? 

J.B.D. 
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