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• EDITORIAL • 

Old Series 
No. 2681 

THE Editorial of the Gospel Magazine was started in 1961 and is fifty years old. 
I do not know how you react to editorials in the press, but I almost always 
avoid reading them. The reason is that they are a human opinion about recent 
affairs, and so our last editor, the Rev. Maurice Handford, seems almost always to 
have expounded plain Scripture in his editorials. If you read dated editorial 
comment in the light of what actually transpired, it often appears as a personal 
view, and inaccurate. What Scripture says, unadorned, is uncannily accurate. 
That is because history is God's, and known to the Lord from the beginning are 
all His works. 

An example of this is the political comments of the present Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Dr. Rowan Williams. Then compare his view of Scripture, as given 
by Dr. Gary Williams. The Archbishop's comments are on the Revelation of John 
the Divine, and are that the book contains two scripts, one with a clear and 
"haunting authority", but the other "tightly written, pen driving into cheap paper, 
page after page of paranoid fantasy and malice, like the letters clergymen so 
frequently get from the wretched and disturbed". Although the Archbishop says it 
is true that even this script contributes to our hearing of the Word of God, yet it 
does so by its stark contrast with the other script: "perhaps as we read the 
Revelation of John, we should let its ugly and diseased elements speak to us in 
this way. The very disorder, the madness and vengefulness, of certain passages 
can help us to hear more clearly the depth and authority of others." Or again, "the 
rantings of John the Divine about his theological rivals are part of the by-product 
of the very vision of the Living One that shows those ravings for what they are, 
by showing the radical and unconfined purposes of God in Jesus Christ". 
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The heathen authorities of the Roman Empire understood very well that the 
Apocalypse denounced them and their empire accurately, and showed they did so 
by savage suppression of the Christians and their Scriptures. But the book 
denounces far wider than ancient Rome. It is universal in its application and 
always up to the minute. The whole Bible shares that permanency, so expounding 
the Word is the best and most up-to-date comment on human affairs. The 
Archbishop has not understood, though he is a man of great learning and 
intelligence. J. C. Ryle quoted an old divine saying, "Give me a candle and a 
Bible, and shut me up in a dark dungeon, and I will tell you all that the whole 
world is doing". 

That first Editorial of fifty years ago says it intends to follow the original aim 
in 1766 of the Gospel Magazine, "to instruct its readers in the knowledge of the 
great truths of the Gospel, and of those things that relate to their eternal 
salvation". These grand eternal truths are what we live by, not by the ephemeral 
and passing, which may seem the relevant way to write, and can indeed 
occasionally be so, but to get one's Bible out of the newspaper is to muzzle God's 
Word. Whilst current affairs are of importance, they are thin diet, and the wisest 
of men is not capable of evaluating their true place in the scheme of things. 

--·--

• A SERMON • 

BY THE EDITOR 

"/marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace 
of Christ unto another gospel" (Galatians 1:6) 

THE question facing us is, do we marvel like the Apostle? A brief look at his 
Epistles shows he usually starts with a warm greeting or a prayer for those he is 
writing to. Yet in Galatians alone, he leaves out all that and says he "marvels" at 
the way they are giving up the gospel. It was a matter of the deepest emotion to 
him. Is it to us? 

The word "marvel" means to wonder or admire, and is used by the Lord Jesus 
in Mark 6:6 of His utter surprise and bewilderment at the unbelief of the people, 
"And He marvelled because of their unbelief'. Let us be quite clear that Paul had 
the mind of Christ. There is a widespread feeling that somehow Paul's teaching is 
not as authoritative as Christ's. The answer to that is that he has the very mind of 
Christ, as he sees unbelief arising in the hearts of the Galatians. This is most 
important, as commentators and theologians, and so preachers who use their 
books, are casting doubt on the authority of the Apostle's teaching. You could not 
put a thin paper between the reactions of the two to unbelief in the gospel. 

It was a source of real puzzlement. To our Lord, the strange thing was that over 
familiarity with Him was the cause. He returned "to his own country", and "they 
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were offended at him". That is certainly true of this land, that "familiarity breeds 
contempt" for the Lord and His Word and His people. Our generation will follow 
anything at all, but Christ. It hurts to see them queuing down the lanes in their cars 
for the Lord's Day car boot sale, and when you reach church, the pews are empty. 
You see them pouring out of the football grounds, or walking past church to get 
to the matinee, and when you try to speak to them of Christ, they turn away. They 
read, watch, and believe fantasy, but call the Bible "superstition". 

As the Apostle puzzles in his mind, it is obvious that the Galatians are 
bewitched by the attentions of the very religious new teachers with their 
authoritative air, persuasive words, and compelling way of putting matters. So 
they are walking straight back into the bondage of the law and sin, to earn 
salvation by works. Thus they despised Paul and the cross he preached. So it is 
with our generation today. They honour Romanism, Islam, and all religions in 
bondage to law-keeping in order to please God, or even false gods. But when it 
comes to the re-discovery of Paul's gospel of salvation by faith alone through 
grace alone by Martin Luther, and the glorious Reformation, they cannot away 
with it. It is stale, old, unexciting and unnecessary trouble. 

But there is more than bewilderment or surprise in the word "marvel". There is 
grief in the words, "And he could do no mighty work, save that he laid his hands 
upon a few sick folk, and healed them". Today, the Lord would do so much for 
the churches if they had followed His wisdom, grace and authority. We might be 
few, but we should not be in the sorry state we are if we had welcomed Him and 
His revealed will over the years. 

Paul is grieved for the good reason that the Galatians are departing from the 
gospel preached by him to "another gospel". Are you grieved at the departure 
of so many churches today from the truth of the gospel? So many pulpits 
never preach the gospel; but politics, men's ideas, latest fads , morality, or just 
sweet nothings in endless succession. Others feel that the old gospel is restrictive, 
and narrow, and that any sensible person can get whatever teaching he wishes 
out of the broad sweep of the New Testament. Such preaching and thinking 
is widespread. 

This is a personal matter of the utmost importance. Your grief or indifference 
over the distortion and abandonment of the gospel is your salvation or destruction, 
Ezekiel 9: 1-6: "He cried also in mine ears with a loud voice, saying, Cause them 
that have charge over the city to draw near, even every man with his destroying 
weapon in his hand. And, behold, six men came from the way of the higher gate, 
which lieth toward the north, and every man a slaughter weapon in his hand; and 
one man among them was clothed with linen, and a writer's inkhorn by his side; 
and they went in, and stood beside the brazen altar. And the glory of the God of 
Israel was gone up from the cherub, whereupon he was, to the threshold of the 
house. And he called to the man clothed with linen, which had the writer 's 
inkhorn by his side; and the Lord said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, 
through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that 
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sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof. And 
to the others he said in mine hearing, Go ye after him throughout the city, and 
smite; let not your eye spare, neither have ye pity, slay utterly old and young, both 
maids, and little children, and women: but come not near any man upon whom is 
the mark; and begin at my sanctuary. Then they began at the ancient men which 
were before the house." 

The Apostle saw clearly that the Galatians were in the greatest danger. 
"Luther," says Trapp, "often in his books, testified that he was afraid lest, when 
he was dead, that sound doctrine of justification by faith alone would die also". It 
proved so in many places in Germany. Men fell to popery as fast as leaves fall in 
autumn. The word here rendered "removed" signifieth properly "transported" or 
"transplanted". "He alludes," saith Jerome, "to the word Galdi, 'to roll', as if he 
should say, 'You are Galatians, that is, rolling and changing from the gospel of 
Christ to the law of Moses'." Luther was thus grieved over the future of the 
German churches. Are we equally grieved over the future of our churches? The 
Apostle was, and especially at the speed at which the desertion look place, for he 
adds, "that ye are so soon removed". 

On his first missionary journey Paul had so lived and preached that in Galatia 
churches sprang up in Pisidian Antioch, !conium, Lystra, and Derbe. He left them 
very soon, so that he might take the gospel to new territory, and that from the 
churches he had founded the gospel might be spread by them in their region. It 
was the way the Holy Ghost directed Paul, so that the whole known world might 
hear in a single generation. If the Galatians abandoned the gospel, it could not 
spread from there. Take the massive missionary movement of the 19th century 
from Britain and America and the West. Why has it dried up? The only answer can 
be that as a church we have abandoned the gospel. 

Paul marvelled for good reason. He was grieved in spirit because he was a 
prophet, and said to the Ephesian elders in Acts 20:29: "For I know this, that after 
my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. 
Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away 
disciples after them." And that is doubly true of our churches in this land. The 
departure from the gospel leaves a dangerous vacuum, and "nature abhors a 
vacuum", so always fills it with something. It is not a process that takes place in 
an instant, but it does not take long to descend into the pit. It is a downward spiral, 
imperceptible at first, but soon the stink of the flesh can be smelt, and it grows 
more and more impossible to hide. Society decays when the churches are no 
longer salty. 

Further, he saw that once gone, God's judgment falls in not allowing the gospel 
back. Look at France, once ahead of us in the Gospel, but now a spiritual desert 
after murdering and driving out her Christians. We in Britain are now enviously 
eyeing them, entangling ourselves with their godlessness, and following their 
ways. As Europe, America, and the West depart from the gospel, God's final 
judgment is falling, in the shape of Islam. Islam spreads, not by conversion of the 
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inhabitants, but by a take-over of the key institutions: media, education, law, 
political power and finance, a well-advanced process in today's Britain. 
Conversion comes after all that, when Islam takes power and men see it is best to 
become a Muslim. 

The history of the spread of Islam, is that it is God's judgment on unfaithful 
churches. Once the candlestick of such a church as in North Africa, then the 
foremost church in the whole world, with outstanding godly teachers like 
Augustine, had been removed, they have never recovered the gospel light. They 
descend into Egyptian darkness that can be felt, and into hardening of heart, for 
make no mistake about it, whatever is talked of the goodness and beauty of Islam 
as a religion of peace, it hardens the conscience. It teaches that sin is not a 
heart matter, but something we can get rid of when we wish, so removing true 
repentance. It teaches that eating pork is as murder, so muddles the innocent 
with the worst sins as equally bad. And worse than both is to believe Jesus died 
on a cross for us. Even worse, in their eyes is simply listening to the true gospel, 
that Jesus is God's Son. That is the sin of "shirk", and is to them the unpardonable 
sin. Thus to return to the gospel is something they carefully inure their people 
against, teaching them that the Bible has been "changed". By whom and how, is 
a subject they avoid. This is a major subject amongst Muslims in this land today. 
Their bookshops are full of it. Then God's law is stood on its head. They allow 
immoral marriage, wrong treatment of women, and holy war. Thus wherever 
they go, war and hate follow. Just look at the conflicts round the world, and 
work out how many involve Islam. Thus morality is reversed, and the Law of God 
is as nothing as compared to the laws of Mohammed. Islam fulfills Isaiah's 
words in chapter five verse twenty: "Woe unto them that call evil good, and good 
evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for 
sweet, and sweet for bitter!" I repeat, history has never yet shown a land return 
from that abyss to the gospel. The Seljuk Turks were once Christians, as was 
the Byzantine Empire across Syria and Iraq. Istanbul was once Constantinople, 
a bastion of the Bible. Night descends in judgment on a church which departs 
from the gospel, 

Those are some of the reasons we should be as grieved in spirit over the 
departure from the gospel amongst the churches in our land. Yet the greatest is 
that we love our Lord, and in the measure we love Him, so we will grieve over 
departure from following Him. What Paul has done in the opening verses of the 
Epistle is to show the three main stages of God's action for man's salvation. We 
grieve to see any church despise what God in love for us has done. 

First is the death of Christ for our sins to rescue us out of this present evil age. 
Paul loved the Lord's redemption and when the Galatians first heard it, they were 
so moved with love that they had been willing to tear out their eyes and give them 
to Paul in gratitude for showing them the way of escape from sin's bondage. To 
watch them return was grief indeed to the Apostle. It ought to tear our heart
strings to watch what is happening around us in the churches. 
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Second in those opening verses was the appointment of the Apostle Paul to 
bear witness that Christ died and rose again. Thus his testimony, given through 
much suffering, was being rejected by the Galatians, and instead they were 
accepting a lie, salvation by works. Speaking personally, what made me stick by 
the ways of the old men I knew and walk their way, rejecting modem teachings, 
was that I saw close-up their testimony, by lip and by life. I saw the ways were 
parting, and most consciously rejected modem evangelicalism, and followed the 
old paths. I realized then that I was choosing the way that was unacceptable, and 
that I would suffer rejection for it, but I could see they were right, and through the 
years as a missionary and a pastor, I have not regretted it. Those older men had 
remained steadfast in accepting Paul's testimony. It was grief to them to watch 
evangelicalism change away from believing it alone was right, and it alone 
had the true gospel. Thus much evangelicalism changed to "open evangeli
calism", or "broad", which sounds good, but in fact is simply giving up the battle 
and accepting those with other gospels which their fathers had always rejected as 
false gospels. 

Third in these opening verses is the gift to us who believe of the grace and 
peace which Christ won and Paul witnessed to. What most of all hurt Paul and 
made him marvel was that the Galatians were rejecting these three stages in which 
God the Father and God the Son continuously acted together with one united will. 
The self-sacrificing death of Christ was planned from eternity by His Father and 
Himself. The apostolic authority of Paul was "through Jesus Christ and God the 
Father who raised him from the dead". And the grace and peace which we 
continue to enjoy as a result are also "from God the Father and our Lord Jesus 
Christ". We mourn to see the churches reject the will of God. 

Our churches are rejecting grace and peace. Here is God, the Father and the Son 
in perfect harmony at work in grace for our salvation and peace. First God in 
Christ achieved it in history at the cross. Next He announced it in Scripture 
through His chosen Apostle. Third, He gives it in experience upon believers today. 
We have peace of conscience by God's grace. 

Every stage is vital, and no Christian could exist today without all three stages. 
So Paul is taken up with wonder at the plan of salvation, and equally amazed to 
see the Galatians reject such a beautiful thing. It hurts more than we can say to 
see the churches depart from the Lord Jesus and join His enemies. The question 
we are left with is, does this hurt us as much as it did him? And on that answer 
lies the safety of you and yours eternally. 

Years ago, I read that if all religions died out of the world, then all would be re
invented- except Christianity. They all depend on one thing that man has thought 
out, getting to heaven by pleasing God by works. The behaviour of the gods of 
the heathen is simply human bad behaviour, and they are a reflection of sinful 
men who made them in their own image. But God's gospel is impossible for man 
to think out unaided. It is unbelievable to a man until the Holy Ghost opens his 



The Gospel Magazine 187 

understanding. And the God of the Bible is most unbelievable to unconverted 
men, in all His parts and will. Man is incapable of thinking that out. It must be 
revealed by God, "to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen." 

---·---

• FOR YOUNGER READERS • 

C. MACKENZIE 

RESPECT FOR PROPERTY 

IF you found a purse with money in lying on the road, what would you do? If you 
knocked over a box of buttons on your mother's table and a £1 rolled out, what 
would you do? 

God wants us to be honest and true in our dealings with others. If we cheat or 
steal, no one may ever find out, but God always knows. One of His commands 
says "You shall not steal." 

God gave Joshua and the people of Israel an amazing victory over the city of 
Jericho. The people were told that all the silver and gold and valuable things in 
Jericho belonged to the Lord. One man, Achan, stole some silver and gold and 
clothes for himself. He hid them in the ground under his tent. Nobody saw it but 
God had seen what he had done. God can see everything we do too. Nothing is 
hidden from Him. 

Achan's stealing brought a lot of trouble to Israel. The next city Joshua was to 
conquer was Ai. The Israelites thought that would be quite easy but they got a 
terrible shock. The men of Ai won the battle and chased them away. Joshua was 
very upset about this defeat and asked God why it had happened. God told him 
that someone in the camp had sinned by stealing some of the precious things that 
belonged to the Lord. 

Early next morning Joshua, with God's guidance, found out which tribe was 
guilty, then which clan, then which family. Finally Achan was singled out to be 
the guilty one. He was severely punished for this sin. The people threw stones at 
him until he died. 

The next attempt to take the city of Ai was successful. 
Zacchaeus was a thief too. His job was collecting tax money for the 

government, but he overcharged the people and kept the extra for himself. 
Nobody liked him. 

One day Jesus came to his town, Jericho. Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus, but 
the crowds were so large and Zacchaeus was too short to see over their heads. 
Instead he climbed up a sycamore tree to get a good view. Jesus spotted him. 
"Come down, Zacchaeus," He said. "I want to visit your house today." 
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Zacchaeus welcomed Jesus to his house and this visit changed Zacchaeus' life. 
"I will give half my possessions to the poor," he said. "If I have cheated anyone, 
I will pay back four times as much." 

"Today salvation has come to this house," said Jesus. Zacchaeus' sin was 
forgiven and his life was turned around. He was now obeying the command "You 
shall not steal" instead of disobeying it. 

The reason for the big difference was the Lord Jesus Christ, who kept all the 
law of God perfectly. We cannot keep God's law perfectly but if we repent of our 
sin and trust in Jesus Christ who died on the cross in our place, then God accepts 
us as righteous in his sight. 

BIBLE SEARCH 

Find the missing words from the texts. The initial letters of your answers will spell 
out the subject of the story. 

1. Recompense no man evil for evil. _____ things honest in the sight of all 
men (Romans 12: 17). 

2. The wicked borroweth and payeth not again: but the _____ showeth 
mercy, and giveth (Psalm 37:21). 

3. If thou sell ought unto thy neighbour, or buyest ought of thy neighbour's hand, 
ye shall not one another (Leviticus 25:14). 

4. Whoso is with a thief hateth his own soul (Proverbs 29:24). 

5. Let no man seek his own but _____ man another's wealth ( 1 Corinthians 
10:24). 

6. Let him that stole steal no more, but let him labour, working with 
his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth 
(Ephesians 4:28). 

7. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, fornications, ____ _ 
false witness, blasphemies (Matthew 15:19). 

8. Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free and be 
not entangled again with the of bondage (Galatians 5: 1). 

Charles Simeon saw two blind men weaving in Scotland. One of them was 28 years 
old and had gone blind at 25. On being asked about his knowledge of spiritual 
matters he said to him: "I never saw till I was blind, nor did I ever know con
tentment when I had my eyesight, as I do now that I have lost it. I can truly affirm, 
though few know how to credit me, that I would on no account change my present 
situation and circumstances with any I had ever enjoyed before I was blind." 
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• STUDIES IN EZEKIEL • 

P. KING (Hailsham) 

Chapter 20:10-26 

THE Wilderness (The Christian life). By grace alone the unbeliever is freed from 
Egypt (the captivity of Satan), into the freedom of the kingdom of Christ. It is a 
wilderness journey to heaven, but "I gave them my statutes, and shewed them my 
judgments, which if a man do, he shall even live in them". Notice the statutes 
came after the Exodus, for we cannot earn our salvation. Verse 12 is significant, 
for the Sabbaths were a sign or indication between God and the people to show 
who sanctified (set apart). The Sabbaths were given to teach and prove separation 
from the world. Ezekiel is taking the people back into their history to try to teach 
them from their own experience. 

1. The Sabbath. It literally means the "rest day". This provision has been passed 
down to Christians, but is greatly abused and misunderstood. How would resting 
one day in seven sanctify the people? It is not just a hang-over from creation, nor 
a covenant or profitable break from the daily grind. It was intended not only to 
separate the people from earthly employment, but also "to call out their hearts in 
suitable exercise of faith and love to God" (Fairbairn - Ezekiel, page 226). This 
day of rest, given by God for the good of the nation, could not be fully enjoyed 
unless it was observed; otherwise it was just a rule with no further benefit. 

2. Disobedience. The people did not listen but despised the statutes and polluted 
the Sabbaths. The angel of the Lord was restrained because of His glory, and 
continued to lead the people through hostile territory to Canaan. Remember the 
intervention by Moses when God threatened to destroy the people? If You do that, 
said Moses, the Egyptians will get to hear and conclude because You were not 
able to bring the people to Canaan, You destroyed them (Numbers 14:13-19). So 
the Lord pardoned the people, but it was a hard struggle and all but Joshua and 
Caleb died in the desert! The consequences of disobedience are so clear to see for 
they wandered about as a discontented band murmuring against God and his 
servant Moses. The Sabbath had done them no good because they kept it as a 
routine ceremony. 

LESSONS FOR TODAY 

(a) This Christian life is ordered and maintained by the Lord for our benefit and 
His glory. If we ignore the provisions God has given us we must lose out. 
Observance of the "Lord's Day" has sadly declined and so has the spiritual life of 
the Church in our land. The two go together, as they were intended to by their 
Originator. To simply go to the "church" on Sunday is a long way from observing 
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the Lord's Day. The intention is far deeper as we saw above, for it was given to 
inspire our thoughts heavenward, not just to slavishly recognise. 

(b) The Sabbath day, our Lord's Day, is sadly despised, and many Christians deny 
its significance. It is clear from this chapter the Sabbath is a privilege given for 
our satisfaction. "When the day ceases to be devoutly observed ... there never 
fails to ensure a corresponding decline in the life and acting of religion," says 
Fairbairn (page 226). 

(c) Disobedience always causes grief and stress. We walk contrary to God's ways 
at our peril, and worship the gods of this world to our detriment. We often hear 
the Church must move forward, but that may mean moving nearer the world! 

REMEMBER THE SABBATH DAY TO KEEP IT HOLY 

--·--
• To THE JEW FIRST • 

Studies on Mary and Martha 

Part II 

"Give ... thy servant an understanding [a hearing] heart" (see 1 Kings 3:7-12) 
"Speak, Lord; for thy servant heareth" (see 1 Samuel3:1, 7-10) 

Scripture Reading: Luke 10:38-42; Deuteronomy 33:3 and Psalm 23:1-3 

(C) IN her choosing "that good part" the Lord gave to Mary His promise, that 
what she personally received from Him "shall not be taken away from her". This 
is the Lord's wonderful promise, "and they sat down at thy feet; every one shall 
receive of thy words". 

In His love He gives personal promises to His own, and teaches those who sit 
at His feet. His words are a great treasure! Sitting at His feet and hearing His 
words is the secret of how we gain His wisdom, strength and how we are brought 
into fellowship with the Lord each day. 

Martha did not know the Lord and His love for her, as Mary knew Him and His 
love for her. She did not gain what the Lord desired to teach and give her, because 
of her failure to sit at Jesus' feet. How could Martha be yoked together with the 
Lord to be His maidservant, if she was not learning from Him? She failed to hear 
His words and do His will. Her Saviour sought to lovingly teach her. 

Sitting at the Lord's feet and hearing His words brings His own to know the 
reality and wonderful truth that Jesus is the Son of God, and that "I am in Him, 
and He is in me". "At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, 
and I in you" (John 14:20). The old hymn writer knew this truth: "Yes, in me, in 
me He dwelleth." He knew the fullness of Christ. 
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"And if the servant shall plainly say, I love my master ... I will not go out free: 
Then his master shall bring him unto the judges; he shall also bring him to the 
door, or unto the door post; and his master shall bore his ear through with an aul 
[to hear him and to obey him as his lord, and to be owned by him for ever]; and 
he shall serve him for ever" (Exodus 21:5-6). Here is pictured the willing and 
loving service of Paul and Timothy, "the bond slaves of Jesus Christ". 

"For one is your Master, even Christ" (Matthew 23:8, 10). The word "Master" 
in these two verses means "a leader or guide in the way, a leader, director". In 
Psalm 25:4-5, David asks the Lord, "Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou 
art the God of my salvation" "He [the Holy Spirit] shall teach you all things"; "He 
will guide you into all truth" (John 14:26 and 16:23). 

"Behold, I have given him [the Messiah, David's Son and Lord] for a witness 
to the people, a leader and commander to the people" (Isaiah 55:4). 

In knowing the Shepherd of Israel, David could say, "He restoreth my soul [He 
brings back my soul to Himself]: He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for 
his name's sake". In this verse the word "leadeth" in the Hebrew Scriptures means 
"causeth me to rest". He leads me into rest of soul, and satisfies (satiates) my soul 
with His goodness. Psalm 23:3, 6. 

Hudson Taylor wrote: "All God's dealings are full of blessing. He is good, and 
doeth good, good only, and continually. The believer who has taken the Lord 
Jesus as his Shepherd can assuredly say in the words of the Psalmist, 'Surely 
goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life' (Psalm 23:6). Hence 
we may be sure that days of adversity, as well as days of prosperity, are full of 
blessing. The believer does not need to wait until he sees the reason of God's 
afflictive dealings with him ere he be satisfied. He knows that all things work 
together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to 
His purpose." 

At Paul's conversion to the Lord Jesus Christ and throughout his Christian life, 
what characterizes him is his submission to the Lord and His will for his life until 
his last breath. "Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?" (Acts 9:1-18; 22:1-15). 

"For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. But if I live in the flesh, this is 
the fruit of my labour: yet what I shall choose I wot [declare] not. For I am in a 
strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far 
better: Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more needful for you. And having this 
confidence, I know that I shall abide and continue with you all for your 
furtherance and joy of faith" (Philippians 1:21-25). 

To obey Christ as Lord and to seek His glory, and the highest good of others in 
Christ Jesus is the greatest joy! 

"For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself. For whether 
we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the Lord: 
whether we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord's. For to this end Christ both 
died, and rose, and revived, that he might be Lord both of the dead and living" 
(Romans 14:7-9). 

l 
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We are called to be His servant, and to do what is pleasing to Him. "For of him, 
and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen" 
(Romans 11 :36). 

E. W. Bullinger wrote: "Since there is only one Lord, consequently there is no 
other to divide the heart, therefore 'Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind'." 

Paul wrote of "The Messiah who is the supreme God over all" in Romans 9:4-
5; 10:1-4, 17. Here we are shown God's desire and will for Israel to know Christ 
through His Word sown among the Jews, by our obeying the Lord Jesus in giving 
His words "to the Jew first". 

In His grace and pity, He seeks our highest good. Pastor Jim Smith, whom I 
served with in the ministry of giving the Hebrew Scriptures to the Jewish People, 
told me: "When we crown Jesus Christ 'Lord of all', then there is true blessing." 
We are called to seek His glory. 

"Give us this day our daily bread." These words in Luke 11:3 follow Mary's 
example in Luke 10:38-42. Christ is speaking of our daily need to hear and feed 
on the words of God, for His Word supports, strengthens, comforts and feeds the 
new nature of the believer with Himself. The Holy Spirit uses His words to enable 
us to trust in the Lord and builds us up in Christ. 

Our Lord shows us the priority each of us have to hear His Word every day and 
to keep in memory what He has said and taught us. He goes on to solemnly say 
that we must feed upon Him (His flesh and His blood) through His words in John 
6:47-58, 63, 68-69. Otherwise, the Lord declares, "ye have no life in you". This 
is true of Jewish people who do not yet have His words abiding in them. They 
need the New Covenant Scriptures to see and believe on Christ, and to love and 
worship their Messiah. Without His words they cannot know Him and believe on 
Him as the Son of God. 

Treasure up His words in your heart. "Thy Word have I hid [treasured up] in 
mine heart, that I might not sin against Thee" (Psalm 119:11)." ... know that for 
thy sake I have suffered rebuke. Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and 
thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart: for I am called by 
thy name, 0 Lord God of hosts" (Jeremiah 15:15-16). Those who are called 
by the Lord feed upon His words, and suffer reproach for His sake. Here is 
"the fellowship of His sufferings" which each true servant of Jesus Christ 
will experience. 

Paul writes of Christ's sufferings, that he and the believers at Philippi 
experienced, "For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe 
on him, but also to suffer for his sake; having the same conflict which ye saw in 
me, and now hear to be in me"; "That I may know Him, and the power of his 
resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto 
His death; if by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead" 
(Philippians 1:29 and 3:10-11). 
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"Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, 
suffered without the gate. Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, 
bearing his reproach. For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to 
come. By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that 
is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name [to The Name of Jesus Christ]" 
(Hebrews 13:12-15). 

One of the finest Hebrew Christians that I knew named Solomon Ostrovsky 
told me, when I was in great suffering for the sake of the Gospel of Christ: "My 
wife Sarah and I pray for you each day very early in the morning. What you are 
suffering is not unusual, this is what every true missionary who is truly called by 
the Lord will experience at least once in his life." 

Another godly believer and friend who prayed for me quoted the Scripture, 
"Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the 
faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God" 
(Acts 14:22). 

Only the Word of God is able to support and strengthen one when suffering for 
His sake. This is what His servant Jeremiah shows us, and what Christ knew in His 
sufferings. As the Servant of the Lord and as the perfect Man, He lived in the Word 
of God (Psalm 19:8-11). The Messiah prays throughout Psalm 119 when on earth, 
"My soul melteth for heaviness: strengthen thou me according to thy word. My 
soul cleaveth unto the dust, quicken thou me according to thy word. This is my 
comfort in my affliction, for thy word hath quickened me" (Psalm 119:28, 25, 50). 

George Muller, a lover of the Word of God, wrote: "If the reader understands 
very little of the Word of God, he ought to read it very much; for the Holy Spirit 
explains the Word by the Word. And if he enjoys the reading of the Word little, 
that is just the reason why he should read it very much; for the frequent reading 
of the Scriptures creates a delight in them." 

Mr. Muller gives wise counsel to Christians. He was greatly used by the Lord 
Jesus Christ. He taught, "soul nourishment needs to come first". "God has taught 
me this point, that the first thing the child of God has to do morning by morning 
is to obtain food for his inner man. Now what is the food for the inner man? We 
are to consider what we read in the Word of God, continue pondering over His 
words, and apply the Scriptures to our hearts." 

As a godly believer who walked with his Lord many years, he wrote: "Should 
the children of God neglect an habitual practice of seasons for prayer and reading 
the Holy Scriptures, and let their work, or 'service for God', interfere with caring 
about their own souls, they cannot be happy in God; and their happiness must also 
suffer on account of it." 

• To BE CoNTINUED • 

To love sin is to hate the Cross. James Smith 
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• A SERMON • 

Part IV 
JUSTUS VERMEER 

The Gospel Magazine 

Supplied by A. W. DE LANGE (Scherpenzeel, The Netherlands) 

4. Just as the soul from her side, with all she has, has given herself to Jesus, she 
receives the Person of the Mediator with all He has, as Prophet, Priest and King, 
to be an eternal Indweller in her soul, as it is compared to the union of matrimony, 
wherein one is united with the person, so in community with his goods. Should 
not a poor, naked, unclean bride, who is surrounded by debts, stand amazed and 
surprised? All that is Christ, He Himself is for her. Thus for her sins she receives 
Christ's eternal righteousness. This becomes hers by accounting. For her 
unholiness and unformedness she receives His Spirit. For her imperfect deeds she 
receives Christ's holiness and perfect obedience. Christ also becomes for such 
fools, wisdom in all kinds of circumstances. "Who of God is made unto us 
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption" ( 1 Corinthians 
1 :30). Christ becomes for such a weak person, Strength to bear fruit in Him. 
"Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it 
abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the 
branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: 
for without me ye can do nothing" (John 15:4-5). So Christ becomes known to 
such a faithful soul in all His preciousness and she learns by the Spirit to depend 
in all circumstances on Him for light, for strength, to shelter with all her debts and 
sin in His righteousness; with besetting enemies and the power of the unrighteous, 
in His strength; with her blindness, in His light; with her folly, in Him, the 
supreme Wisdom, with the deeds of her new creation so imperfect, in His 
obedience, that is in His special deeds, accompanying her special deeds and all 
her deeds, and to take refuge by faith. This also is part of walking with Him. 

Let nobody think: Is this the position of those who are in Christ, that because I 
do not have the last of these things, therefore I have no grace. That is very wrong: 
coming to Christ with his sins, taking a pleasure in being justified and sanctified 
by Christ, and being His for time and eternity, that is the essence of the case. 

But these things serve to pull, if it should please the Lord to draw the heart of 
one of the godly, into this way. The following subjects concern these matters. 

Concerning the believer's testimony as being a dependable mark of the reality 
of the soul's union with Christ - (a) Following on from this we note the 
inseparable consequence in general, that such an one is a new creature (creation); 
(b) we shall try to explain briefly some particulars; viz. that old things are passed 
away; behold all things are become new; (c) We note that it accords with the new 
creature (creation): 
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1. That by this new creation we should understand the new life, the born again 
part, meaning that the changed believer receives a second part with his own 
part. The Lord Jesus says so: "That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that 
which is born of the Spirit is spirit" (John 3:6). This is called the new man 
(Colossians 3:10) and putting on the new man (Ephesians 4:24) is God's 
workmanship, "For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works" (Ephesians 2:10). 

2. This is called a new creature, because it is a work of God, which is perfect, 
although it is a little small, yet it has all its parts. It is the beginning of 
sanctification or renewal of all the parts and abilities of man, his soul and body. 
And thus it is a restoration from the fallen state to the state wherein the first man, 
Adam, was in all his parts - but not to the same degree of perfection. 

• To BE CONTINUED • 

---·---

• REMEMBRANCE DAY • 

1. DAYS OF CRISIS 
(by courtesy of Heal Our Land UK) 

TODAY Britain is facing a monumental crisis that is not only financial but also 
moral and spiritual. The new Government will have to make cuts in public 
services which could lead to social unrest and national bankruptcy. But God 
promises to bless the nation that turns to Him in prayer. 

If My People 
"And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your 
heart. And I will be found of you, saith the Lord" (Jeremiah 29:13-14). "At what 
instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, 
and to pull down, and to destroy it; if that nation, against whom I have 
pronounced, turn from their evil, I will repent of the evil that I thought to do unto 
them" (Jeremiah 18:7-8). "If my people, which are called by my name, shall 
humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; 
then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land" 
(2 Chronicles 7:14). 

SAVING THE NATION- TURNING POINTS IN THE RECENT 
HISTORY OF BRITAIN 

Dunkirk 

The early days of the Second World War threatened to bring the whole of Europe 
under the dark cloud of Nazi oppression. France had fallen to the rapidly 
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advancing German Panzer divisions, leaving the British Army stranded on the 
Continent and desperate to return across the Channel to defend their home land 
from what appeared to be inevitable invasion. It was a desperate situation and on 
27th May 1940 the German High Command announced, "The British Army is 
encircled and our troops are proceeding to its annihilation". 

But the dire plight of the situation had already been recognised in Britain. The 
day before the German announcement, Sunday 26th May, King George VI called 
the whole nation to a Day of Prayer. In a stirring broadcast, the King called the 
people of Britain and the Empire to commit their cause to God. The whole nation 
responded. Large crowds went to Westminster Abbey. Unable to find seats inside, 
they stood outside listening to the service and joining in prayer. Churches across 
the land were full. Immediately a series of miracles occurred. 

Three miracles 
• A spirit of confusion clouded the German High Command. Irrationally, Hitler 
ordered his generals to halt the advance towards the west coast of France. 
• A storm of extraordinary fury grounded the German Luftwaffe on 28th May, 
allowing the British forces to make their way to Dunkirk. 
• A great calm followed which settled over the English Channel for several days, 
with low cloud cover allowing an armada of little ships, many of them only river 
boats, to cross the Channel and ferry the waiting soldiers from the beaches out to 
Royal Navy warships for the return to Dover. 

Amazingly 335,000 men were evacuated from Dunkirk in those few 
momentous days which were a turning point in world history. This was seen 
at the time as a direct response to the whole nation coming in humility before 
God in prayer. 

Winston Churchill, the British Prime Minister, told the nation that he believed 
this to be a miracle - an answer to prayer. In a speech to Parliament he said, "I 
thought, and some good judges agreed with me, that perhaps 20,000 or 30,000 
men might be re-embarked. The whole root and core and brain of the British 
Army seemed about to perish upon the field or to be led into captivity." 

Confusion in Enemy High Command 
But the safe return of so many men did not guarantee the survival of Britain. The 
army had had to leave its weapons and equipment in France and now had to 
re-group, re-arm and re-position itself to face the threat of invasion. The spirit of 
confusion continued to affect Hitler's judgement. 

Amazingly, he did not follow across the channel immediately after Dunkirk 
when Britain was at his mercy. He continued to hesitate throughout June to 
August 1940, giving Britain a breathing space and an opportunity to re-group and 
prepare for the coming battle. Then Field Marshal Goring told his Air Force 
Commanders that before Germany could invade Britain they had to destroy the 
Royal Air Force. 
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Battle of Britain 
On 30th August 1940, 800 enemy aircraft darkened skies over southern England 
aiming to destroy airfields. Within a week Fighter Command was in serious 
trouble as aircraft and pilots were being lost at a rate far in excess of replacements. 
By 6th September there were no reserves left. Defeat appeared inevitable, which 
would open the way for invasion. 

As if by some prophetic foreknowledge the King and his church advisers had 
called for Sunday, 8th September 1940, to be another National Day of Prayer to 
give thanks to Almighty God for "The miracle of Dunkirk". But the Day of 
Thanksgiving was also needed to intercede for another miracle to turn the tide in 
what was already becoming known as the "Battle of Britain". 

Enemy aircraft swept across the Channel in wave after wave, both night and 
day. Aircraft were being destroyed on the ground, vital personnel were killed and 
landing strips were bombed faster than the craters could be repaired. Once again 
the situation was desperate. Suddenly, for no rational reason, Hitler ordered the 
Luftwaffe to switch its attack to London. This actually saved Fighter Command. 
For the Germans it was a catastrophic blunder and proved to be a turning point in 
the war. 

The Spitfires and Hurricanes took a tremendous toll of the enemy bombers and 
by mid-September the German Air Force had suffered such great losses that they 
ceased their mass attacks. 

On 17th September 1940 the German Supreme Command issued an order, "The 
Invasion of England is postponed until further notice". The Battle of Britain was 
won. Winston Churchill once again addressed the nation, "Never in the field of 
human conflict has so much been owed by so many to so few". 

But the whole nation acknowledged that it was not simply their tiny armed 
forces, or the skill of their young airmen, that had repelled the might of the enemy 
but the power of prayer and the faithfulness of God. 

2. AND CALL UPON ME IN THE DAY OF TROUBLE 
(by courtesy of Bible and Gospel Trust) 

"And call upon me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt 
glorify me" (Psalm 50:15) 

A true incident in "the Battle of the Java Sea" (27th February to 1st March 
1942) - the experiences of Victor Hannaford, of Plymouth, England 

Abandon Ship! the Captain issued the last order that every sailor dreaded. 
The British heavy cruiser, HMS Exeter, notable for courageous actions, 

especially against the formidable German pocket battleship, the Graf Spee in 
1939, was now mortally stricken. 
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For three days, with the ABDA Force, she had fought against overwhelming 
odds. This force of ships had been hastily put together; Australian, British, Dutch 
and American, in a desperate attempt to stem the Japanese advance on the Dutch 
East Indies New Guinea and Australia- but to little avail. 

The action against the Exeter had been fierce; an 8" shell had destroyed a boiler 
room, reducing her speed to 5 knots and setting her on fire, causing many 
casualties and deaths. Near misses rocked the ship, as shells rained down on her. 
The Exeter answered with every gun available. 

Aboard the Exeter there was a young shipwright, "H", 21 years old. He was 
responsible for damage repair and fire-fighting, and as he worked frantically 
amidst dead and dying, he thought, This is dreadful! Death impressed him as 
never before; he knew that he could be killed at any moment. 

Also aboard was a young Christian, who, amazingly, even in the heat of battle, 
found time to thrust gospel tracts into the hands of the desperate crew. One of 
these gospel tracts had been given to "H"; he only glanced at it, but these words 
caught his eye, "The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin" 
(1 John 1:7). He did not know what the words meant, but somehow he could not 
forget them. 

How faithful is our Saviour God, dear reader! He desires that all men should be 
saved and come to the knowledge of the truth (1 Timothy 2:4). In Job, chapter 
33:14-30, it speaks of God's intervention in persons' lives- verse 22- "And his 
soul draweth near to the pit, and his life to the destroyers. If there be a messenger 
with him, an interpreter, one among a thousand, to shew unto man his duty (i.e. 
to judge himself); then He will be gracious unto him, and say, Deliver him from 
going down to the pit; I have found a ransom. Paul, the great apostle says, the Man 
Christ Jesus, who "gave Himself a ransom for all" (1 Timothy 2:5-6). 

The Exeter received another direct hit, destroying the remaining boiler and 
completely crippling her - fire engulfed the vessel. 

Abandon Ship! "H" donned his life jacket and went over the side with many 
others. The height from which he dropped in his heavy sea boots, took him a long 
way down into the sea, perhaps some 30 feet. A deep sense of helplessness filled 
his soul as he passed moment by moment void of any knowledge of Christ. 

Dear reader, no one has ever been or could go to the depths that Jesus went at 
the cross to accomplish redemption. In the sign of Jonah He speaks prophetically, 
"For thou hadst cast me into the deep, in the midst of the seas ... all thy billows 
and thy waves passed over me .... The waters compassed me about, even to the 
soul: the depth closed me round about . . . I went down to the bottoms of the 
mountains" . .. read Jonah chapter 2. 

Yes, Jesus at the cross went lower in grace, than our sins have taken us in guilt! 
See also Ephesians 4:8-10. 

"H", his lungs and ears bursting, rose to the surface. Far above him stretched 
the great vault of sunny blue sky and around him the vast expanse of the ocean. 
God's voice in creation spoke clearly to him at this moment; he thought, No mere 
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man could create all this, it could only be God. In this desperate situation he 
cried out loudly, "0 God, have mercy on me!". Calling on the God he as yet did 
not know. 

He removed his boots to make swimming easier. (How he was to regret this 
later as these were his last boots for 31/2 years!) He was about 150 miles from land 
and all around were sailors floating and swimming in the shark-infested waters. 
He found a piece of wood, and with some others, swam some miles, until they 
reached a destroyer that had hove to. It was an enemy ship! Exhausted, they 
clambered up rope ladders and were immediately taken into captivity. 

On being landed at Makassar at the southern end of the Celebes, they began 
their 3112 years of captivity, marked by all the characteristic features of brutality 
and bestiality of their captors. The prisoners were soon reduced to living 
skeletons, by starvation, overwork and tropical diseases. Every opportunity was 
taken by their captors to humiliate them; beatings with long clubs were frequent. 
Early on, three Dutch officers escaped but they were betrayed by natives and 
recaptured. They were first tortured and then beheaded with Samurai swords. The 
natural delight of their captors in cruelty and bloodshed came into full play, in the 
terrible experiences of these captives. This is man away from God, dear reader. 
History shows that we are capable of anything, unless under the control of the 
Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 1:21-32). 

Some years passed and "H" drew very close to death. Malaria, beri-beri, 
dysentery, oppression, were taking their toll. They were now losing six to seven 
men every day. Medicines and anything to alleviate their condition were withheld 
from them. 

"H" now sought out the young Christian who had given him the gospel tract. 
He told him of his fear of dying, and meeting God in his sins, and of how much 
he felt the need of cleansing. The young Christian led him out by himself into the 
night. He told "H". to look up into the beautiful starry sky. "What do you see 
there?" he asked. "Many stars," replied "H". "Yes, but there," the young Christian 
insisted. "H" then saw the Southern Cross. "I see a cross," he said. The young 
Christian asked, "Have you heard of the cross of Jesus?". "Yes," replied "H", "but 
I don' t know what it means." 

He was then told the simple story of God's love, the gospel of His glory and of 
how His beloved Son, the Lord Jesus, died upon the cross at Calvary, to cleanse 
us from all sin. Then the young Christian quoted the words "H" had read in the 
gospel booklet while at action stations on the ship. "But if we walk in the light, as 
he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus 
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin" (1 John 1 :7). 

As the young Christian spoke, something happened in "H", faith became 
operative in him, and he felt totally different; a sense that his burden of sin had 
been rolled away. He knew now that he belonged to the Lord who had died for 
him, and whose precious blood had cleansed him from all (or every) sin. 

I 

I 
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There was now "a new creation in Christ". "Therefore if any man be in Christ, 
he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become 
new" (2 Corinthians 5: 17). This "newness" was now evident in "H". "Go back to 
your bed" (a vermin-infested plank of wood), suggested the young Christian, "and 
thank the Lord Jesus in your own simple way, and then go to sleep". "H" did just 
this; he settled his emaciated, bony frame on the plank, and slept. He awoke 
refreshed, with such a sense of peace and joy in his soul that he never could forget. 
In the consciousness of the Lord's love for him, day by day, he grew steadily 
better and stronger in health. God held His protecting arm around him and 
prevented his captors from seriously harming him. 

Through the obedience of faith , "H" grew in his soul. Through the gift of the 
Holy Spirit he began to understand the truth that was to set him free in the 
Christian way. He loved meeting (in some out-of-the-way spot) with his Christian 
friend, to pray and read a New Testament they had been given by a Dutch Officer. 
"H" delighted in the Old Testament stories that illustrated the New Testament to 
him. These had been memorised by his friend and "H" wrote them down in a note 
book; this became his "Bible". One day "H" asked his friend, "How was it that 
the sharks didn ' t get us when we floated in the Java Sea, all those hours?". His 
friend answered, "Well, Daniel was put in the lions ' den. The Angel of Jehovah is 
able to shut the mouths of sharks as well as those of lions!" (see Daniel 6:22). 

Dear reader, do you see how simple Christianity is? You can see how it is 
proved in the most appalling circumstances. The blessedness of it has been proved 
by millions, why not you? You may feel that you have not the faith for it- well 
ask God for faith! It is God's gift. You must have the Holy Spirit. The Father 
delights to give the Holy Spirit to those who ask and to those who obey Him 
(Luke 11:13 and Acts 5:29-32). 

--·--
• FAITH • 

D. L. FRY (Mudgee, Australia) 

IN 1965, at Moore College, we studied the Greek text of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews. The first problem was authorship. None of the "experts" could agree as 
to who was the human scribe, although in full accord with the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit. The only suggestion, from earliest times, the Apostle Paul, made 
sense to me, but if so, why not append his name to the text as with all his other 
letters to the churches? Not long ago I was wondering why there weren' t five 
Gospels to match the five Books of Moses. None of the Gospels include their 
human authors' names in the text. What if Hebrews was the fifth Gospel, 
focussing, as the first four, on the Person and Work of the Son of God, our Lord 
Jesus Christ? Hebrews chapter 1 fits well with John chapter 1 and the Nicene 
Creed, "By whom all things were made" (John 1:1-3 and Hebrews 1:1-3 ). 
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When your Rector invited me to preach and celebrate for these first four 
Sundays in August, I seemed guided to focus on the Epistle readings, Hebrews 11, 
12 and 13, and to take as the theme of our public worship- Faith . As 2010 marks 
not only the 44th year of ordination but also our 50th year of marriage, to revisit 
the most basic doctrine of Christian living applied to every aspect of our short stay 
on this earth, will be a blessing to us and, we pray, a help to you as we consider 
Faith as the basis for our eternal hope, peace and joy in God, our Father, our 
Saviour and our Guide. Hebrews 11:1 provides us with a clear definition of Faith 
as far as God is concerned. 

"Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen." The NIV has, "Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of 
what we do not see". However the KJV, by using the literal substance (standing 
under as a foundation) and evidence (as in a law court) helps us to immediately 
relate Faith to our life in the Time-Space-Energy continuum). Time being past, 
present and future; Space being length, breadth and height, and Energy illustrated 
by Einstein's "trinitarian" equation E = MC squared (Matter and the speed of 
Light). So, our God-in-Three-Persons as Creator, Spirit and Word, is revealed in 
the very first three verses of the Bible! Therefore it is to be expected that Faith 
commences with the Genesis (origin and beginning) of the phenorninal world 
which God loves and sent His only begotten Son to redeem us from the penalty 
and power of sin by adopting us as His children as members of Christ and 
inheritors of His kingdom as we learnt in the old Catechism. 

"By faith we understand that the worlds (aeons) were framed by the word 
(spoken) of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which 
appear (i.e., ex nihilo). This, of course, is not what we learn on TV, in books or at 
school. I was ordained, not to promote the secular, naturalistic world view which 
has become the "New Fundamentalism", which brooks no contradiction. Rather, 
as each school Scripture year commences, "I am here to help you understand 
what the Bible, God's written Word, has to say to us, and you are here to make up 
your minds whether to believe it or not". Choices-Decisions-Consequences are 
constantly presented to us via the media, in the supermarkets and by our national 
leaders. As Christians we are encouraged to "begin at the Beginning, then 
continue to the End and then Stop" (as the King of Hearts told the White Rabbit 
who was to give evidence in court). And the beginning is with God the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit, Creator of all that is. So the first aspect of Faith is our belief in 
God our Creator. Without a clear understanding and confidence in the Author and 
Perfector of our Faith (Hebrews 12:2) how can we say the Creeds with sincerity 
and what sense can we make of our lives here and hereafter? 

Let others prattle of their works, and one sinner praise another; I will sing of the 
mercy of the Lord. John Berridge 
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• LETTER TO MRS. GOODE FROM 
HER HUSBAND • 

Given to her before their Marriage, enclosing a Bible 

Supplied by J. E. NORTH 

I PRESENT you with a book which, though it be of inestimable value, is not very 
fashionable, nor very highly esteemed. But I trust, on that account it is not, and 
will not, be less valued by you. It contains the only system of solid happiness in 
this world or in another; without which, nothing but the most inconsolable misery 
had been the portion of all mankind. Surely, if they did but know this, they would 
not rest so ignorant of its contents, and deprive themselves of the only knowledge 
that can make them truly happy: for such an ignorance, with such opportunities of 
knowledge, can by no means be justified; nay, it is an affront upon God, as though 
His words were not worth attending to; and ought to be deeply lamented by those 
who know its importance. I trust, my dear, this will not be your case. With these 
views, you will not wonder that I have chosen to present you with such an 
unvalued treasure, and at the same time wish to engage your attention to its truths. 
Of these I am a minister, not with the views in which many engage in the office, 
but because I am sensible of their infinite importance. And I pray God, whether 
they be approved or disapproved, and whatever I may meet with for them, I may 
continue faithful unto death. 

Then am I assured of an eternal reward. I wish you, likewise, my dear, to feel 
their power, to know their excellency, and here, and for ever, be made partaker of 
their blessings. 

And if you join your prayers with mine, with that sincerity and earnestness with 
which, on your account, I have prayed over this book, I have no doubt but I shall 
see such an happy effect, and share your blessedness in the world of glory. 

Permit me, then, to say a few things in favour of this unworthily neglected 
book. I am confident I am not saying too much, when I affirm, that, were all the 
books beside for ever lost, the Bible would afford, to a truly sensible and wise 
mind, a source of the most unceasing pleasure and real satisfaction. I will just 
observe a little of its composition, moral precepts, and its peculiar doctrines. 

Its composition. The Bible is a history, the most ancient, and the best 
authenticated: it relates man's creation, fall, and promise of recovery. The Old 
Testament contains, chiefly, an account of those who, after the nations had fallen 
into idolatry, retained the knowledge and worship of the true God. It informs us 
how God conducted their affairs, and maintained their state, till he brought the 
promised Saviour into the world. The Gospels are the Saviour's history: the Acts, 
that of His Apostles. All this is related in the most artless, but the most affecting, 
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style. As to its particular narratives, they are remarkably affecting and pleasing. 
The history of Joseph is throughout unequalled, and the history of Job, which 
concludes with the grandest display of the majesty of God. Thompson is well 
known to have taken his Lavinia from the story of Ruth. No other book can boast 
such variety, simplicity, and pleasing elegance. The Book of Job, the Psalms, the 
Prophets, were written originally in poetry, and abound with all the beauties of 
poetry, though not in measured numbers; the finest imagery, the noblest ideas, the 
most striking metaphors, the boldest imagination, to adorn the most important 
truths. Many of our eminent poets have exalted their language by studying their 
remarkable sublimity. Pope has been thought to have ornamented his Homer by 
furnishing his mind with ideas from this treasure of Eastern and inspired 
magnificence, and has in some parts raised the beauty of the Heathen beyond 
his own comprehension. This is the book that is so neglected, which, besides its 
intrinsic importance to our salvation, the truths of which it tells in terms 
intelligible to the meanest capacity, hath all these beauties to recommend it. The 
language of the Prophets is simple, but most sublime; and cannot, in many parts, 
be read without impressing, especially Isaiah, and that part that contains the 
prophecy of Messiah, chapters 53-56, etc. 

The book of Psalms is calculated, in language and matter, to elevate our minds 
from earth, and raise beyond a common pitch of prayer, praise, and devotion. It 
affords consolation to the dejected spirit. In other places it harmonizes to the song 
of praise, and fills the mind in the closet with an happiness the giddy world never 
can enjoy, nor conceive. At one time it affects us with its noble strain of poetic 
imagery; at another, exalts our ideas by its sublime flights of imagination, and at 
all times soothes and encourages the pious mind, and raises it to the highest 
sentiments of heavenly devotion. I would advise you to read these in private, with 
prayer, to give you a sense of your obligations to God, and fill you with His love. 
Who can read the 103rd Psalm without such most pleasing feelings? 

With regard to its morals, we may talk of a Seneca or Cicero, but they bear no 
comparison. In this respect, the Book of Proverbs especially is replete with 
instruction: it contains the wisest sayings of the wisest man, and gives us the most 
useful and necessary advice in all the duties of morality and the conduct of life. 
This instruction is likewise conveyed to us in the most engaging manner, a 
manner peculiar to ancient sages, who, endeavouring to insinuate their precepts 
into the minds of their readers, borrowed ideas from the most familiar objects of 
nature, to illustrate their design, though, at the same time, imperceptibly to convey 
the truth. By this, an easier admission was gained into the mind: the precepts were 
more readily received, and more firmly retained, when pleasure was thus united 
with profit. From hence arose the use of a parable and fable, and those short 
proverbial sentences, which, by the help of a ready and apposite allusion, impress 
the mind with the clearest idea and strongest force of truth. Of this we have the 
most superior examples in this book of Proverbs; and in the Gospels, by the 
sayings of our Lord. 
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With respect to its peculiar doctrines, it reveals truths which, though humbling, 
nearly concern us to know, and which nothing else does or can reveal. It tells us, 
that by nature and practice we are lost sinners, subject to God's wrath; and that 
we remain such, till, humble and penitent, we actually and sincerely flee to the 
Saviour. lt tells us, at the same time, of the great mercy of God to sinners; that 
when we must have perished, He Himself, though the Person offended, devised a 
way for our salvation; and how in this His infinite wisdom, power, grace, and 
love, are manifested most eminently. Who would be ignorant of such a truth as 
this? Thanks be to God for it, and for revealing it! Who would not wish to feel it, 
in all its power, resting always upon their minds? The poor Heathens knew that 
something was wanting to recommend them to God, but could not find out the 
way. Oh! how would many of them have prized such a revelation from God! How 
astonishing, that, when God Himself hath revealed it, men should be thus bold to 
affront their Maker and Preserver, and ruin their souls, by being inattentive to, and 
negligent of knowing, it! Surely this is highly criminal, and worthy of Divine 
indignation. Sure I am, that, in a similar situation, we should treat such a neglect 
of ourselves with contempt, anger, and disdain. And, oh! how glorious are its 
truths! it tells us how we may escape eternal torments, how to obtain the favour 
of God, His love, His care, His eternal glory. And these, certainly, are favours 
which upon a death-bed will be highly esteemed, and can alone make it happy. 
The blessings it offers are infinite and eternal, glory and immortality with God, 
with Jesus, His saints and angels, above. The terms, only, under a sense of our 
need, and preferring them to all things beside, to ask and receive. And when we 
truly desire them, God will give them freely. Oh! may they be mine, ifl lose every 
thing beside! may they be yours, my dear, here and for ever! This is my constant, 
earnest, sincere prayer; and I can assure you they may, if you desire them, ask 
them, and devote yourself to God in Christ. 

If, then, the glory of the Bible be so great, why is it that men are so negligent 
of it? In general, they are too much taken up with the things of sense, which are 
seen, to attend to their souls and the things of eternity, which are unseen, though 
not less true, and infinitely more important. But there is something contrary to the 
natural heart of man in the Word of God. It tells them that they are sinners: but 
they love sin, and wish to palliate their offences, rather than humbly confess them 
before God, and receive His mercy. They will not believe God will punish sin, but 
think Him too merciful, though He has said He will. Thus, to make Him as 
merciful as is necessary for them, they make Him a liar! They are therefore 
unaffected and careless, and not desirous, nor sensible of the value, of the only 
Saviour whom God hath Himself provided. It tells them of the vanity of this 
world, and says, "Arise ye, and depart, for this is not your rest," etc.; but they 
prefer its pleasures to God, His love, His favour, His presence, and His service: 
and though they would not say it, their conduct shows which they approve. As, 
therefore, they have not minds capable of relishing such spiritual pleasures, they 
seek not after them; and the Word of God, that reveals and promises them, is 
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neglected, while every folly and levity is preferred before it! Oh! what madness! 
what an affront to God! what an injury to their souls! Surely, "the friendship of 
this world is enmity against God"! If ever I have found happiness, it has been in 
contemplating the truths, the blessings, there revealed; and if ever you find solid 
happiness, I can assure you it must be only in the enjoyment of these things. All 
earthly blessings, without these, are vain and perishing, and will soon leave us to 
our misery; but with these, every earthly enjoyment receives an additional relish, 
and is only a foretaste of eternal pleasures. 

Now, then, I must suppose you are inclined to attend to this most excellent 
book, to seek your happiness from it, and enjoy its blessings. 1 shall rejoice in it, 
and assist you by my earnest prayers. Let me, then, mention the manner in which 
alone you will read it to advantage. 

It is the Word of God. Surely it should never be read but with the deepest 
reverence. Read some portion every day; perhaps morning is best, or evening, or 
both. Do not desire to read much at a time, but only a perfect paragraph; a chapter 
may be too much. What you read, attend to seriously, and endeavour to 
understand that in which that particular part intends to instruct you; and you will 
find it promote a solid happiness, "that the world cannot give nor take away", a 
"peace passing all understanding". As it is the Word of a God of infinite wisdom, 
there must be some difficulties to human weakness; but it is not necessary to our 
salvation to understand these. That which concerns our state as sinners, the 
salvation of Jesus, the benefits derived from Him, is most important. Read, then, 
these; the Psalms, some of the Prophets, the Gospels, most of the Epistles. It is, 
indeed, proper to read all; but these particularly, as most nearly concerning our 
faith in Christ, and our practice as Christians. 

But there is one duty we owe to God, as our Creator, Preserver, Redeemer, 
which should never be neglected, especially when reading His Word; and that is, 
Prayer. If we would read to any advantage, we must pray sincerely to God that He 
would open our minds to receive it, instruct us by it, fix it on our attention, 
impress it on our hearts, and enable us to practice its important precepts. Without 
this, all will be vain. Thus only shall we show ourselves disposed to receive it. 
The first thing it tells us, is, that we can do nothing of ourselves; and "if any one 
lack wisdom", it bids him "ask of God, who giveth liberally", etc. It promises to 
bestow upon asking: our inability is, therefore, no excuse; but God's goodness is 
the greater, and our neglect more inexcusable. Use it, then, in this manner, and 
you will enjoy the eternal benefits, etc. 

Young Christians are like little rivulets that are shallow, and make a great noise, 
but an old Christian makes but little noise, and goes on sweetly, like a deep river 
sliding into the ocean. George Whitefield 
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• ENGLAND UNDER THE NORMANS • 
(AD 1066-1109) 

Part I 

P. LIEVESLEY (Frinton-on-Sea) 

William I (AD 1066-1087) 

The arrival of the Normans in England in the early Middle Ages brought about the 
beginning of an English reaction to the papacy. England collected her forces for a 
war against the papacy - a war at one time secular and at another spiritual. 
William of Normandy, King Edward III, John Wycliffe, and the Reformation, are 
the four ascending steps of protestantism in England. William of Normandy, a 
proud, enterprising, far sighted prince, the illegitimate son of a peasant girl of 
Falaise and Robert the Devil, Duke of Normandy, began a contest with the papacy 
in England which lasted until the protestant Reformation of the 16th century. 
After defeating the military Saxon English force of 6,000-7,000 men, resulting in 
the death of king Harold and his brothers at the Battle of Hastings on 14th October 
AD 1066, William of Normandy advanced on London and successfully occupied 
the city by a military encirclement and therefore took possession of England south 
of the Humber, under the benediction of the Roman pontiff, Pope Alexander II. 
On Christmas Day 1066, Ealdred, Archbishop of York, crowned Duke William of 
Normandy King of England in Westminster Abbey. 

It was not until the winter of 1070 that Saxon England North of the Humber 
came under Norman control and not until 1071 that the Norman Conquest 
was complete when the last stand of Anglo-Saxon resistance from Hereward the 
Wake in the Penland around Ely was defeated. William devastated Northumbria 
between the Humber and the Tees rivers , with what was described as the 
"Harrying of the North". This devastation included setting fire to the vegetation, 
houses and even tools to work the fields. After this cruel treatment the land did 
not recover for more than 100 years. In 1072 William invaded Scotland, defeating 
Malcolm, who had recently invaded the north of England. For at least twenty 
years after the invasion the Normans were an army of occupation camped in a 
hostile country, holding the population down by building castles at key strong 
points from which a few men could dominate a subject population. There were 
approximately 10,000 Normans living amongst a hostile population of one or two 
million following an aggressive war. Although much was preserved of Saxon 
England, Norman castles guarded the towns, Norman lords held the land, and 
Norman churches protected men's souls. All England had a master, the conquest 
was complete. 

But the conquered country was destined to conquer its master. William, who 
had successfully invaded England in the pontiffs name with the full support of 
Pope Alexander II, who therefore demanded William's feudal allegiance, had no 
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sooner touched the soil of his new kingdom in England, than he learned to resist 
Rome with its claim to secular dominion, by successfully refusing to pay papal 
homage and fealty outright, saying that he had never promised it, as if the ancient 
liberty of the British Church had revived in him. To ensure that there was no 
reversal of the Norman Conquest, William was firmly resolved to allow no 
foreign prince or prelate to possess in his dominions a jurisdiction independent of 
his own. King William would not permit the Roman pontiff Gregory VII to 
interfere with his right of investiture as King to ecclesiastical dignities in Norman 
England. Moreover, William forbade his clergy to recognize a pope, or to publish 
a bull without his consent. The Conqueror had no wish to bring the English church 
into closer subjection to Rome. Pope Gregory VII's claim to supremacy over the 
whole church in England was therefore opposed by William's own religious 
autocratic rulership, who would allow no pope to be recognised, no papal letters 
received, no legislation made and no tenant in chief excommunicated without his 
consent. The whole tendency of William the Conqueror's later government was to 
emphasise his own supremacy over the English church. At the end of his reign a 
sudden tum in the Continental struggle between the pope and the German 
emperor enabled him to free the English church, for a time, from all effective 
papal authority. 

While William's hold on England was fairly secure during his reign, with 
the Welsh and the Scots giving him no trouble and a consistent threat of a 
Viking invasion from Scandinavia that never materialised, his homeland, 
Normandy, proved more vulnerable to attack. Several of William's neighbours, 
led by king Philip of France, were alarmed by his new power and took every 
opportunity to diminish it. From 1078 onwards William's eldest son Robert, was 
also involved in a series of intrigues on the continent against his father. In quarrels 
between King William, who was also still Duke of Normandy and the King of 
France, the natural battlefield was the Vexin, a disputed territory lying on the 
north bank of the river Seine, situated between Paris in France and Rauen in 
Normandy. Fighting to defend territory in his homeland of Normandy led to 
William's demise. He received an injury while his troops sacked Mantes in 
July 1087 which subsequently led to his death a few months later aged 59 
in Rouen. His corpse was carried to his great church of St Stephen at Caen in 
Normandy. Towards the end of his life William had grown very fat and in an 
unregal post mortem, when the attendants at his burial tried to force the body 
into the stone sarcophagus, the abdominal wall burst, filling the church with a 
foul smell. 

Lanfranc, Archbishop of Canterbury (AD 1070-1089) 

To resist the papacy, King William desired to be sure of the submission of the 
priests of England. Once the secular conquest had been made secure he turned to 
the religious sphere. The Saxon Stigand, Archbishop of Canterbury, was removed 
by William in 1070, ironically with papal approval but for different reasons 
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connected to the death of Archbishop Ealdred of York a year earlier, and Lanfranc 
of Pavia, who had been summoned from the abbey of Bee in Normandy to fill his 
place was commissioned by the Conqueror to bend the clergy to obedience. 
Choosing between his master King William and his friend the pope Hildebrand, 
Lanfranc gave William the preference who was of one mind with himself on 
most questions of ecclesiastical politics. He applied himself resolutely to the 
work the Conqueror had entrusted him, notwithstanding the subsequent threats of 
the pontiff. 

Lanfranc, abbot of the monastery of St. Stephen at Caen in Normandy, to whom 
William offered the archbishopric, was a teacher with a European reputation. Born 
at Pavia, he spent his early youth in the study and practice of civil law. Turning 
from law to theology, he became a pupil of Berenger, archdeacon and master of the 
school of Tours. After leaving Berenger, Lanfranc taught for a time in the cathedral 
school of Aranches, but wishing to enter religion he joined the company of 
enthusiasts which formed the nucleus of the abbey of Bee where he was appointed 
its prior. He attracted to Bee many pupils who afterwards rose to places of 
prominence in the church such as Pope Alexander II. The intellectual distinction 
of Bee in the next generation was mainly because of Lanfranc's teaching. 

The origins ofLanfranc's long association with Duke William of Normandy are 
obscure. After ten years at Bee Lanfranc appears as one of William's closest 
advisers. He was William's agent in the negotiations with the papal court 
which ended in the recognition of the Duke's marriage. In 1063 Lanfranc was 
summoned from Bee to become abbot of William's new foundation at Caen. It is 
probable that the promotion of Lanfranc to Canterbury was already in William's 
mind at the time of his own coronation. It is more doubtful whether Lanfranc 
himself was prepared to accept the proposal. He had found happiness in the 
monastic life, he was indifferent to promotion, and he had no conception of his 
own capacity for government. He had already refused to accept a place in 
the Roman curia which Nicholas II and Alexander II had offered him, and in 1067 
he declined election to the archbishopric of Rauen. It was only in obedience to a 
firm and direct command from the pope that he accepted the archbishopric 
of Canterbury. 

Lanfranc was consecrated archbishop of Canterbury on 29th August 1070. He 
received the support and understanding from King William. Lanfranc and William 
belonged to different worlds of thought and action, but an instinct for order was 
common to them both, and on the means by which a better order might be 
established in the English church they were of the same mind. Lanfranc believed, 
like William, that responsibility for reform in any local branch of the church lay 
in the first instance on the secular ruler. In all that concerned the internal order of 
the church, King William I seems to have left both initiative and direction in 
Lanfranc's hands . But in matters of ecclesiastical politics Lanfranc merely 
followed a course prescribed by the the Conqueror. In his relations with Rome he 
was content to act as the servant of a sovereign who regarded the papacy with 
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complete detachment, as William's need of papal support ended with the 
deposition of Stigand and the establishment of Lanfranc's primacy. In spite of 
great urgency on the part of pope Gregory VII, there is no satisfactory evidence 
that Lanfranc ever visited Rome until his death in 1089, after his return from the 
journey for his pallium in 1071-2. 

The most urgent problem that confronted Lanfranc was the question of the 
primacy of the see of Canterbury over all other English sees. In the autumn of 
1071, when the two new archbishops of Canterbury and York went to Rome for 
their pallia, Thomas the new archbishop of York, asserted that the dioceses of 
Lichfield, Worcester and Dorchester rightly belonged to his province. The pope 
referred the question of the primacy to an English council presided over by the 
cardinal deacon Hubert as legate. The council ruled at every essential point 
uncompromisingly in Lanfranc's favour, that the church of York ought to be 
subject to the church of Canterbury, and to its archbishop as primate of all Britain; 
that the archbishop of York and his suffragans should come to councils summoned 
by the archbishop of Canterbury; and that the dioceses in dispute between 
Lanfranc and Thomas, Lichfield, Worcester and Dorchester, should belong to the 
southern province, leaving to York only the see of Durham and such bishoprics as 
existed in Scotland. 

The councils which Lanfranc held were impressive symbols of his authority. 
But the factor which made that authority effective was his personal ascendancy 
among the English bishops of his time. With few exceptions the men whom 
William the Conqueror appointed to English sees were competent in affairs, 
blameless in conduct, and versatile enough to address themselves to the 
Englishmen as well as the Frenchman of their dioceses. One of them, Osmund of 
Salisbury, came in time to be honoured as a saint. Gundulf of Rochester and the 
unfortunate Walcher of Durham were remembered for the holiness of their lives; 
Remigius of Lincoln and Walchelin of Winchester seem to have possessed 
unusual gifts for organisation; Robert of Hereford was a distinguished scholar. 
But the breadth of learning, power, and knowledge of the world, no other bishop 
in England could be compared with Lanfranc. The nature of his primacy as 
archbishop of Canterbury appears most clearly, not in the record of his many 
councils, but in the surviving fragments of his correspondence with individual 
bishops and abbots. His letters, which are models of lapidary concision, show him 
advising his correspondents on details of diocesan or monastic administration, 
restraining them from inconsiderate action, and intervening on their behalf with 
king William 1. They prove that long before his death he had come to a 
knowledge of the English church, its leading ministers, and their problems, such 
as none of his predecessors can have surpassed. They prove no less clearly that he 
used his knowledge in a way which made him not only the ruler of the church, but 
also its protector. 

But for all his eminence as an ecclesiastical statesman, it was in relation to the 
monastic order that Lanfranc made the sharpest impression on English religious 
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life. The one aspect of English monasticism of which Lanfranc is known to have 
disapproved was the veneration paid to saints, mostly of English birth, whose 
merits seemed to him inadequately proved. It was a characteristic feature of 
Lanfranc's primacy that his friendship with the king gave him what amounted to 
a general oversight of the monastic order in England. King William I regarded the 
right of appointing abbots as part of his inheritance, and there are cases in which 
he interested himself in the choice of an individual for a particular post. But 
generally, he appears to have left the choice to Lanfranc. The English monastic 
order as a whole received fresh vitality, and many venerable communities were 
brought to a stronger life than they had ever known through Norman abbots of 
Lanfranc's choice. It was of vital importance for the future of English 
monasticism that in the critical years of the Norman settlement, the king's most 
intimate adviser should have been an archbishop whom an English chronicler 
could describe as "the father and consolation of monks". 

Effects on church life 
Although William was in sympathy with many of the objectives of the papacy he 
never admitted that the pope was entitled to impose a religious policy on secular 
princes, and in the actual business of reform of the English church he regarded 
himself not as the pope's servant, but as his collaborator and ally. Throughout his 
life, William the Conqueror resisted every papal act from which he foresaw 
danger, not merely to his political interests, but to the integrity of his ecclesiastical 
powers. He had a more independent attitude towards the papacy than King 
Edward the Confessor who had regarded the see of Rome with guiless veneration. 
The Conqueror had no wish to bring the English church into closer subjection 
to Rome, and the reforms he attempted to introduce were simply intended to 
establish a better ecclesiastical order. William and Lanfranc were of one mind on 
most questions of ecclesiastical politics. 

The third of Lanfranc's great synods which distinguish his government of the 
English church, held at Winchester on 1st April 1076, came nearest to a 
comprehensive review of the major issues affecting the English church. His 
Winchester canons of 1076 were the English counterpart to the great decrees 
which had been coming forth from Rome on the Continental church. Their 
moderation and the respect for existing conditions which they display are in 
singular contrast to the uncompromising tenor of the continental papal 
ordinances. For Lanfranc was not an enthusiast, and his decrees reflect the attitude 
of a statesman, prepared to sacrifice consistency if he could thereby secure his 
more essential aims. The method of his approach is most clearly seen in 
his treatment of the question of clerical celibacy. Like all reformers of his 
age Lanfranc disapproved of clerical marriage, and in this he was in line with 
a strong tradition within the English church itself. On various occasions during 
the previous century the Anglo-Saxon Witan had legislated for the celibate 
priesthood, and in Lanfranc's own time Wulfsan of Worcester was requiring the 
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married clergy in his diocese to abandon either their wives or their churches. On 
the other hand, clerical marriage was so common that a general condemnation of 
the practice would have meant a challenge to English social custom, which, for 
the sake of peace, Lanfranc was anxious to avoid. The legislation which he 
introduced in 107 6 was intended to make marriages impossible thereafter. The 
council decreed that no canon should keep a wife, that no unmarried parish priest 
should take a wife, and that no bishop should ordain anyone to the priesthood or 
diaconate without a previous declaration of a candidate's celibacy. But it also 
decreed that parish priests who were already married should not be compelled to 
put away their wives. The principle of clerical celibacy was therefore left for full 
realisation for the future. Even so, it was a notable achievement to secure its 
recognition without any audible conflict. 

• To BE CoNTINUED • 

---·---

• A WELCOME TO CHRISTIAN FRIENDS • 

JOHN NEWTON 

Kindred in Christ, for His dear sake, 
A hearty welcome here receive; 
May we together now partake 
The joys that only He can give! 

To you and us by grace 'tis given, 
To know the Saviour's precious Name; 
And shortly we shall meet in heaven, 
Our Hope, our Way, our End, the same. 

May He, by Whose kind care we meet, 
Send His good Spirit from above, 
Make our communications sweet, 
And cause our hearts to bum with love! 

Forgotten be each worldly theme, 
When Christians see each other thus; 
We only wish to speak of Him, 
Who lived, and died, and reigns for us. 

We'll talk of all He did and said, 
And suffered for us here below; 
The path He marked for us to tread, 
And what He's doing for us now. 
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Thus, as the moments pass away, 
We'll love, and wonder, and adore; 
And hasten on the glorious day, 
When we shall meet to part no more. 

--·--

The Gospel Magazine 

• BOOK REVIEWS • 

The Dutch Annotations upon the whole Bible, reprinted by the Gereformeerde 
Bijbelstichting, Nijverheidstraat 21,4143 HN Leerdam, The Netherlands (Tel: 00 31 345 61 0 I 55). 
99 euros, plus postage. ISBN 90 72186 31 I, 

in 1637 the Dutch Statenvertaling, the State version, saw the light. The Synod of Dort ( 1618-1619) 
had decided a new translation should be made from the original languages into Dutch, as literal as 
possible and with explanations in the margins. After years of prayerful translating this resulted in 
the Dutch equivalent of the King James Version. Many annotations in the margins explained more 
difficult passages. These annotations were found so useful, that the Westminster Assembly ordered 
an English translation should be made.A German gentleman in London, Theodore Haak, was asked 
to do this task. He translated the Statenvertaling into English and added the annotations in brackets 
between the verses. In 1657 Haak completed his task. 

The Gereformeerde Bijbelstichting (Reformed Bible Society, a sister organization of the 
Trinitarian Bible Society) published a facsimile of Haak in order to have the whole English world 
enjoying these annotations. They are full of good doctrine, explaining difficult passages, giving other 
translation possibilities and helping the Bible reader in a very careful way. Warmly commended. 

A. de L. 

Why Trust the Bible% Amy Orr-Ewing. Inter-Varsity Press. pp. 157, paperback. £7.00. ISBN 
978 I 84474 529 6. 

There is a curiously-named phenomenon around just now, called "post-modernism" - curious if 
you take "modern" to mean "up-to-date".The author's definition (p. 24) may be summarised as we 
can no longer be sure of anything- whether it be right or wrong, or any historical event, or truth. 
If so, this is nothing new. Did not Pilate rhetorically ask:"What is truth?" Does not Judges 21 close 
by saying that "every man did that which was right in his own eyes" I 

Nevertheless, Christians are being increasingly confronted by scepticism, and it is to ten 
frequently asked questions that this book addresses itself, ranging from the reliability of Bible 
manuscripts to wars and "sexism". It concludes with a chapter about the King James' Bible; 
though the quotations throughout are taken from the New International Version, except where 
otherwise stated. 

There is useful data on the Bible manuscripts' reliability, including a startling comparison with the 
relatively sparse copies of the writings of people such as Plato or Tacitus, whose accuracy few 
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query. Here and there are italicised replications of the author's key points, which are useful for 
quick reference. 

This reviewer has reservations about several parts of Chapter 7, "Isn't the Bible Sexist?"- more 
especially since the meaning of "sexism" is increasingly imprecise. For instance, does Luke I :46-55 
(the Magnificat) really support the contention that Mary was a teacher of theology, ethics and social 
justice for the whole church (p. 90)? Concerning Phoebe (Romans 16: 1-2), the author insists that 
she was a deacon and not a deaconess. Ironically, had the Authorised Version been used, which 
describes Phoebe as a "servant of the church", it would have presented a nobler picture, since 
servanthood was highly-regarded. 

On the other hand, there is valuable material elsewhere in this book, including several sound 
arguments. P.C.M. 

John Calvin - Man of God's Word, Written and Preached. Peter Barnes. The 
Banner ofT ruth Trust. pp. 129, paperback. £5.50. ISBN 978 I 84871 121 I. John Knox and the 
Reformation. D. M. Lloyd-Jones and lain H. Murray. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 130, 
paperback. £5.50. ISBN 978 I 84871 I 14 3. 

These two books from Banner of Truth appear in a similar format of pocket-size introductions to 
their subjects and both appear to have been published with an eye to the forthcoming celebrations 
of the 450th anniversary of Calvin's death and the SOOth of Knox's birth. 

There, however, the resemblance ends, as Peter Barnes' study is a wholly new one, examining a 
particular aspect of Calvin's ministry, whereas the volume on Knox brings together two addresses 
by Martin Lloyd-Jones from the 1960s and a more recent essay by lain Murray. 

As the title suggests, the Calvin volume is largely concerned with a comparatively less-considered 
aspect of his ministry; namely his preaching. In the first and shorter of its two chapters the writer 
deals with Calvin's doctrine of Scripture, its sufficiency, authority and the human and divine aspects 
of its inspiration, above all pointing to the "the Son of God, who for us sinful human beings, and for 
our salvation, came down from heaven".This is followed by a longer section, covering the preaching 
itself in terms of style, content and even manner of delivery. Calvin's style is direct, for he sought 
to be understood by all his congregation. He is, therefore, often homely in his vocabulary but at 
times he can also get carried away, as in this atrocious mixed metaphor:"Their heart [of the proud] 
is puffed up like a toad, they fancy they are prodigies, they spread their wings wide:' The book 
concludes usefully with some extracts from Calvin's sermons on the Psalms and his Preface to the 
Geneva Bible of 1546. 

The Knox volume begins with an address by the Doctor, "Remembering the Reformation", given 
to the Free Church in 1960 in commemoration of the 400th anniversary of the Scottish 
Reformation. He was writing at a time when the view that "the Reformation was a tragedy", 
regrettably held even more widely today, was rapidly gaining currency. The address is, therefore, a 
passionate defence of the doctrines of the Reformation, as preached by Knox and sadly neglected 
in both the 20th and 21st centuries. Dr. Lloyd-Jones' second address is entitled, "John Knox: The 
Founder of Puritanism", and covers Knox's international significance and in particular his influence 
on the English Reformation and the rise of what became known as Puritanism. Knox ministered in 
Northumberland during 1549-51 and was later a Court Chaplain to Edward VI and pastor of the 
English church in exile in Geneva. His views on Mary Queen of Scots are well-known but he also 
clashed with Elizabeth. 

lain Murray's contribution is a more straightforward account of Knox's life and ministry but 
concludes with some thoughts on what the church today can learn from Knox, through his use of 
Scripture, his ministry of encouragement, the power of his preaching and his sense of God in 
history "directing and governing all persons and events". J.B.D. 
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Entrusted with the Gospel. Ed. D. A Carson. Inter-Varsity Press. pp. 149, paperback. £8.99. 
ISBN 978 I 84474 489 3. 

This is a collection of six expositions on Paul's Second Letter to Timothy, first delivered in 2009 by 
six different preachers whose styles inevitably vary. 

Several portions of Scripture are provided that come mainly from the Holy Bible, English 
Standard Version. This is turn influences the exposition. For instance, Chapter One, "Feed the Flame 
of God's Gift", deals with 2 Timothy I: 1-12. Those using the Authorised Version will find that 
2 Timothy I :6 speaks of stirring "up the gift of God", in which "a flame" is inferred rather than being 
specifically stated. 

All churches have their problems, and Timothy's are discussed in "The Marks of a Positive 
Ministry". In so doing, the author explains what he means by positive, negative and neutral people 
within the church. The concept is interesting: the problem is that whereas the definitions of positive 
and neutral people are relatively short and generalised, the "negatives" are illustrated by numerous 
examples. These range from the obvious, to the somewhat obscure, to the contentious, such as 
"KJV onlyism or the regulative principle" (p. 59) , which tends to cloud rather than clarify the 
subject-matter. 

Chapter Five, "Preach the Word", has several good things to say, including sound observations 
about those who pick and choose what they are prepared to accept in Scripture. The concluding 
chapter, "Finishing Well", particularly appealed to this reviewer. An essential point is that the 
message and the mode of its communication are interrelated. In short, methods matter. This is an 
important issue, and one welcomed its inclusion. 

Inevitably some of this book's content reflects the fact that these addresses were presented to 
an American audience. Yet the themes are truly international: of unashamed courage in preaching, 
the rightly dividing the word of truth, pitfalls for Pastors and finishing well, all of which are included 
in this volume. P.C.M. 

The Life of Charles Hodge. A A Hodge. The Banner of Trust Trust. pp. 672, hardback. 
£ 17.00. ISBN 978 I 84871 090 0. 

This volume was first published in 1880, written by Charles Hodge's son, A A Hodge, and the 
present book is the first Banner of Truth edition 20 I 0. 
Charles Hodge was born in 1797 and died in 1878. He came from a strongly Presbyterian family 
which had emigrated from Northern Ireland to the American colonies in 1730. 

The Contents of chapters set out the course of Hodge's life with plentiful detail under each 
chapter heading, and these, combined with a comprehensive index, make it easy to find particular 
subjects dealt with. Portraits of Hodge help to build a picture of the man, but the truest picture is 
from the great many letters to and from him which form a major part of this book. Hodge was a 
scholar, teacher, writer, controversialist and church leader, but also a warm family man with wide 
interests, ranging from agriculture to politics. From p. 242ff there is a rounded picture of the man, 
including his many years of pain from his hip joint. It was in the darkest days of this painful lameness, 
lying flat on a couch with his leg in a steel splint, that he wrote his commentary on the Epistle to 
the Romans in 1834/5. "The most close and critical observer never ... saw in him the least symptom 
of doubt. That Christ is what he is set forth in the Scriptures to be, and that the Bible is the infallible 
Word of God" (p. 270). 

Hodge's mental capacity is shown by his writing to his brother, "I shall find it essential to carry 
on the study of six languages this winter". In 1826 he went to Europe (chiefly Germany) to study 
the "higher departments of Biblical criticism and the auxiliary branches of knowledge" (p. I I 0). The 
chapters on these two years 1826-28 are particularly interesting, not least because the reader will 
recognize in them much budding thought of the rationalists which came to full growth in the later 
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19th and throughout the 20th centuries. One of these rationalists who was brought to know the 
truth said:"lt matters not whether we make a god out of stone, or out of our own understanding, 
it is still a false god; there is but one living God, the God of the Bible" (p. 145). 

A criticism of this book is that the detail is too great: there are twenty pages of Hodge's ancestry 
and childhood; ten of his last days; a great many of the letters are quoted at too great a length for 
present tastes, much being taken up with what nowadays might be thought flowery and effusive 
expressions. But such a complaint is minor. The book is strongly bound, has good clear print and 
delightful pictures, all suited to the life of a man of big heart and mind, of whom his one-time pupil, 
Benjamin B. Warfield, wrote," ... every jot of whose learning [was] consecrated to the Master's 

cause" (p. 626). G.F.H.H. 

Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God. J. I. Packer. Inter-Varsity Press. pp. 136, 
paperback. £8.99. 1SBN 978 I 84474 498 5. 

Dr. Packer's book is a lecture given in London in 1959, here expanded, in good print and, as always, 
he is worth reading. When doing his degree, I believe in Cambridge, this former band musician came 
to general notice by lecturing to his fellow students in the afternoons on the mistakes of the 
lecturer in the morning. The point was, he could fill the lecture hall. He has a clear and lucid way 
of reasoning in few words, and has always been very influential, especially since his "Fundamentalism 
and the Word of God" in 1958, and "Knowing God" in 1973. Much of that influence has been lost 
in Britain by his move to Canada, and more recently he has become mistrusted, by his signing of 
"Evangelicals and Catholics Together", a great error of compromise. 

This book was written at the time of the Dr. Billy Graham Crusades, so it is clearly stated this 
is not a criticism of a person, but a plea for a return to Biblical evangelism. It is a well thought out 
statement of what he quotes C. H. Spurgeon as saying, when asked if he could reconcile Divine 
sovereignty with human responsibility, "I wouldn't try. I never reconcile friends". He quotes a 
conversation between Charles Simeon and John Wesley to further reinforce this point. 

This lecture by Dr. Jim Packer had great effect at the time it was given and, together with his 
eminence as a teacher, preacher, and writer, revived the subject of God's sovereignty within the 
Church of England, just as Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones did outside. Both have had a world-wide influence 
on the evangelical church to this day. 

He states the two positions, election and human responsibility, from Scripture and experience, 
and so it could possibly seem to some who read this review that the book is a sell-out of the 
doctrines of election, predestination and final perseverance. However, anyone who reads the book, 
or who knew Dr. Packer as a teacher, would know that he is what is commonly called a Calvinist, 
and a convinced one. He said that his "discovery" of the Puritans changed him, and he frequently 
recommended them to his students. 

His treatment of the extent of the Atonement is confined to its bearing on evangelism, and he 
points any reader who wishes to go further into this "complex subject", to the introduction to 
Owen's Death of Death in the Death of Christ, available from Banner of Truth at £7.50. 

Very few books are "epoch making", and this is one such. E.M. 

Colossians and Philemon. New Testament Commentary Series. Robert W. Wall. Inter
Varsity Press. pp. 227, paperback. £9.99. ISBN 978 I 84474 462 6. 

This series aims to be within the price range of a pastor or Bible teacher, and so each commentary 
is restricted in space. Within that, they aim to be faithful, to deal with the various scholarly 
questions that might trouble readers, and show the background of the book, in a way that applies 
it to today's needs. Pages 33-177 are a commentary on Colossians. Philemon has a similar 
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introduction, and a commentary from pages I 19-217. There are the usual outlines and a 
bibliography for each Epistle. The occasionally needed Greek words are put in Roman script. 

Dr. Wall is a professor in Seattle of Scriptures and Wesleyan Studies. You will find this reflected 
in the use of illustrations and in the commentary itself in such places as "by the will of God" in 
chapter one, or in his rather undoctrinal exposition of"election" and "chosen" on pages 92 and 93 . 
With that caveat, the main usefulness of this commentary is to bring one up-to-date but, as a 
general rule when dealing with small modern commentaries, consult an older and more detailed 
commentary alongside. They are both useful, the one to deal with the latest views of scholars, 
for these influence Christians and so need answering, and the other to consult for doctrinally 
trustworthy comment. The discussion of slavery and of Onesimus is helpful. 

This commentary represents much hard work and study, and seeks to be readable for students. 
The translation used is the NIV. E.M. 

Philippians. New Testament Commentary Series. Gordon D. Fee. Inter-Varsity Press. pp. 210, 
paperback. £9.99. ISBN 978 I 84474 461 9. 

The first two sentences in the above review apply again here. The introduction is from pages I 1-
37, and is followed by an outline. The book ends with a bibliography. The introduction is most 
helpful, dealing with many questions, including those to do with the form of the Epistle and the 
situation of the church at Philippi and of Paul himself. The actual commentary is from pages 39-197, 
and the book ends with a bibliography. As a commentator Dr. Fee needs no recommendation, and 
his exposition is both clear and examines the relevant issues, all the while pointing to Christ as the 
Apostle's great subject. It is doctrinally good, easy to follow, and correctly critical of the world and 
wrong teachings and views. At least he does not follow the NIV uncritically- but I wish it were not 
the translation used! This simple commentary is worth its price. E.M. 

If we are born again, translated from the power of darkness into the kingdom of 
God's Son, then we are in a safe state, either to live or to die. s. E. Pierce 
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