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• EDITORIAL • 

Old Series 
No. 2687 

"He expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself" 
(Luke 24:27) 

OUR Lord Jesus, when He wished to explain something hard and complex about 
Himself, in a way that was simple, easy to grasp by nearly distraught disciples 
who had misunderstood His teaching, and that could not be misunderstood and 
yet be memorable, used exposition of Scripture. The word "exposition" sounds 
heavy and off-putting, but properly done, it is easy on the tired and worried mind, 
and sticks like a burr. 

Whatever you do, get under exposition of Scripture. Our Lord could have told 
a parable, or one of His excellent pointed stories, but no, to teach all that Scripture 
says about Messiah to two despairing men as they walked a short way on their 
journey, He chose none of His usual teaching methods, but exposition of the Old 
Scripture. That is the best, if rightly done. It satisfied their longing, put certainty 
back into their hearts, and left them on fire . 

The Epistle of Jude, one of the least visited books of the New Testament, when 
expounded is better than all the books, lectures, and sermons on today's immoral 
mess in the outward church I had ever read or heard. Can anyone find a shorter, 
clearer, plainer exposure of the whole subject from A to Z, by even the most 
brilliant academic or doctor, or one that sticks in the mind as Jude's does? It is 
unanswerable, clear, and covers every aspect pithily, cleanly, and lovingly. What 
is more, it does not just lay out what is wrong. Many can do that, but it gives us 
the way of dealing with it, and no one can do that but God. 

Preacher, unpack the suitcase of the text. Many avoid it, and one reason is that 
Scripture forces the preacher into areas he would prefer to leave alone, making 
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him confront many issues he would rather not face up to. Then he fears being 
heavy, and anyway it is a lot of trouble to read himself full, think himself crystal 
clear, plead with God, and know the ways and hearts of men. Above all it is clear 
cut, and authoritative, and that is something many preachers baulk at. 

Hearer, bear with our weakness and get what you can from exposition. We are 
imperfect, but you will never get a better way to grow as a believer. Other ways 
of speaking in pulpits may charm and sound attractive, but to show the real 
meaning of a text is how Christ did it, what His Holy Spirit honours, and what He 
taught the Apostles from the first to do. Did not our hearts bum within us while 
He talked with us by the way, and while He opened to us the Scriptures? 

--·--

The Rev. Maurice Handford 
(1925- 2012) 

MAURICE was editor of the Gospel Magazine for twenty years, and his great mark 
was faithfulness. He was unfailingly cheery, helpful, wise in counsel, and steady. 
His passing is one more link with our evangelical past gone. Oak Hill, where he 
trained under Stibbs amongst others, has changed out of all recognition. At his 
funeral in Cheadle in September, gifts were directed to The Irish Church Missions 
to Roman Catholics. Tom Horan, who took over the mission from T. C. Hammond, 
spoke very highly of Maurice, then doing his Curacy following his ordination in 
Belfast, with the mission in Dublin, and later taking on the work of Deputation 
Secretary. He was inducted to Holy Trinity, Buxton, in 1956, of which his first wife, 
Connie, was a member, and where he was Pastor for about thirty years, before 
his last three-year pastorate in the Parish of Clondavaddock in Donegal on the 
borders in Northern Ireland, at that time IRA country. 

Always helping others, even at the expense of his own position, when he retired 
with failing eyesight from the editorship of the Gospel Magazine he went on 
supplying readers with articles he had written earlier. The funeral sermon used the 
points of his last article on "Luke" as fitting Maurice. 

He was buried by a bomb under the rubble of his home near Manchester in the 
war, and went through several crises, not least the cancer which brought about the 
death of his wife, Connie, and his own cancer and illness of the last years. He bore 
all this in a way which brought honour to Christ, and made him loved, as was 
shown by the hundreds who attended his funeral. 

May our prayers uphold his widow, Eva, and implore for more men of his clarity 
of doctrine, coupled with his graciousness. He knew where he stood on the 
doctrines of grace, and in relation to Roman ism, but was never rude or deliberately 
controversial. He passed on the faith whole and undiminished. Pray for the witness 
of the Gospel Magazine, in which he earnestly contended for the faith. He and Eva 
helped many people, either personally, or by correspondence, or by hospitality. 

If any reader wishes to send a gift to the Irish Church Missions, in thankfulness 
for Maurice, the address is: Jonathan Alcock and Sons Ltd., Funeral Directors, 
Brook House, Brook Road, Cheadle, Cheshire SK8 1 PQ. Tel: 0161 428 2097. 
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• A SERMON • 

BY THE EDITOR 

"We have sent therefore ... Silas" (Acts 15:27) 

SILAS is an encouragement to us undistinguished followers of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, because as the poet Cowper said, "It takes more grace than I can tell, to 
play the second fiddle well". 

He always played the minor role 

His name Silvanus in Latin, which is the name used in the Epistles, means "[a] 
wood", although Silas, his name in Acts, means "sent". He is always being used 
as an envoy by some great figure like the Apostle Paul. Ordinary by name, and 
used by God as a follower, not a leader, is that your lot in life? 

He never spoke 
Not a word he said is recorded in Scripture. Do not feel you are of no use because 
you are not a public speaker, or even when you speak, no one feels it worth 
recording. For in Acts 15:32, "Judas and Silas, being prophets also themselves, 
exhorted the brethren with many words and confirmed them". He was a prophet, 
not in the sense of foretelling the future, but expounding the Scriptures on the 
most important crisis the Church had faced. Yet what he said is not deemed 
worthy of passing on. The same is true of his evangelistic addresses in 
Thessalonica and Corinth. 

His personality left no impression 
He is rather a colourless character. We catch a glimpse of him here and there, but 
always in a crowd, and usually in motion, in Philippi at the riverside, in Lydia's 
home, in the street being bothered by a "pythoness", a medium, and later caught 
up in a riot and mishandled by the Roman authorities. 

Yet he was a figure of weight and character 

Acts 15:21 says: "and it pleased the apostles and elders with the whole church, to 
send chosen men of their own company to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas; 
namely Judas named Barsabas, and Silas, chief men among the brethren." The 
occasion was important, nothing less than the terms on which Gentiles were to be 
admitted as Christian converts. Must they first become Jews and be circumcised, 
or might they go straight from heathenism to Christ, the middle wall of partition 
having been broken down? To be chosen for such a task was no small testimony 
to Silas. Do you feel hard done by, that you are conscious of being a more 
important person than others recognize? 
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He was always ready 

He was Paul's equal in authority, something not so of Paul's later associates, but 
he never "pushed rank" or disputed the leadership with Paul. He simply did what 
was asked of him. Self-effacement was his grace. To have co-operated so long 
with so dominant a personality could not have been an easy matter. Paul was not 
difficult to serve under, for he was a very gracious and friendly character. But he 
had to be the leader in every circumstance, the one with the authority. So the 
letters to the Thessalonians are sent in the names of Paul and Silvanus and 
Timothy, but no one doubts who was really responsible for the contents or 
wording. He says "we", but he means "I", and in the same way Luke often says 
"he", that is Paul, when he means "they". 

A lesser man than Silas might have let his ambition kick over the traces. 
Especially when you think he was, like Paul, a Roman citizen, for "Paul said unto 
them, they have beaten us openly, uncondemned, being Romans, and have cast us 
into prison" (Acts 16:37). He thus was a man of some distinction and at least 
moderate wealth, equal to the aristocracy of any provincial town. That is why 
Peter and Paul refer to him as Silvanus, a name of dignity. He humbled himself 
under Paul. 

Yet he was his own master 

When, earlier, he and Judas had completed their mission in Antioch, there was a 
separation. Judas went, but Silas remained. Not through idleness or rebellion, but 
to carry on the work of God. Jerusalem and Antioch were the two great Christian 
centres at that time, but Antioch was where the Gentile converts were joining the 
Church, and from where missionary journeys to the heathen were made. Probably 
he also stayed because Paul stayed. Do you feel, as he must have done, that you 
have a choice to make in the Christian life of where to work? He does not seem 
to have had special guidance, but a special interest in staying. The presence of 
someone may make you want to stay where they are. 

He was a busy and a happy man 

He joined in "teaching and preaching the Word of the Lord" in Antioch. A 
rewarding and fulfilling time with like-minded companions watching the converts 
grow and others come in. Be a Silas and that will be your reward, great activity 
in the Gospel. No doubt Paul did more than Silas, but each to his own capacity. 

He became Paul's chosen travelling companion 

Paul, after losing Barnabas in a disagreement, did not want a second clash of 
personalities. Further, Paul had high standards, being wholly given to the work of 
the Lord. He had many to choose from. Not John Mark, who had gone back from 
the work, but he chose Silas. He had seen his zeal, knew his prayer life, his clear 
views on Gospel liberty, and so chose him. 
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He was given a great opportunity to learn 

He knew Paul well already, and was an early convert to Christ, but now had the 
opportunity to observe Paul handle dangerous, difficult and lonely situations, face . 
hardships, be used of God to preach to people who had no knowledge at all of the 
Gospel, teach infant churches how to handle the Bible and live lives pleasing God. 
He was already a preacher who could handle the Word of God and expound it, but 
he must have grown immeasurably. Such a training and influence are of far 
greater worth than any worldly advantage. 

He was "recommended by the brethren to the grace of God", 

as they set off to visit places where Paul had already preached the Gospel so as to 
strengthen the converts. Silas had little inkling of what lay ahead, that they would 
be the first to cross to Europe and preach the Gospel there. Do not worry that the 
way seems closed and we cannot see ahead, or you will shrink and draw back. You 
are at Christ's disposal, and His grace is bigger and greater than you can grasp. 

He was prepared to "endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ" 
Silas had his clothes tom off in Philippi and was beaten, thrown into prison with 
Paul, and had his feet made fast in the stocks. But instead of blaming Paul for 
casting the demon out of the girl medium, and so landing them in all this mess, 
they both prayed and sang praises at midnight. The owners of the girl had 
complained of "these men", but they meant Paul, so Silas might well have talked 
his way out. Instead he chose to "endure hardness". The other prisoners did not 
just hear one voice praying, one voice singing, but both. Ah! that is the hardest 
thing about being a Silas, but vital if God's work is to prosper. What a comfort he 
was to Paul that night in the dungeon. May we be like Silas, given grace and 
firmness by relying on Christ alone, not on Paul, to get us through the walled-up 
way ahead. Paul could not get him out, only by faith in Christ Jesus did the 
earthquake happen. Together they cried out, "believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
thou shalt be saved", had their wounds washed by the jailor, baptized him and his 
household and were conducted out of the town by the magistrates. We are not 
mere passengers in the boat, hangers on to those we work with in the Lord, but 
rather than they have dominion over our faith, we are to "be strong in the grace 
that is in Christ Jesus". 

He was prepared to lay aside his place in the the limelight 

The Jews of Thessalonica, where they next went, raised a tumult against them, so 
the brethren sent them away by night to Berea, and there the Jews stirred up the 
people again, so Paul was sent away for his own safety. Silas did not go with him 
to Athens, but stayed on with Timothy, no doubt at Paul's direction. By being thus 
willing to lose his place at Paul's side, for in composing Acts Luke was interested 
in Paul, not Silas and the others, you can get the measure of this humble, godly 
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man. He betrayed no resentment at being dropped from the account by Luke, but 
was content to preach, teach and lead in the shadows, and by humility he learned 
and grew in Christ. May we! 

He strengthened Paul 
He came when sent for from Athens by Paul, but did not catch him up until 
Corinth. There, strengthened by his and Timothy's presence, "Paul was pressed in 
the spirit, and testified to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ". Paul became yet 
more earnest in the work because of Silas, reasoning in the synagogue every 
Sabbath. If you look at 2 Corinthians 1:19, Paul writes some three or four 
years after of Christ having been preached during the year and six months he 
stayed on in Corinth, "by me, and Silvanus, and Timotheus". Paul had a special 
place in his heart for Timothy, and honoured him with two letters. You never find 
even one letter to Silas, yet he worked alongside the favourite for years and never 
showed resentment. 

He was an honoured and faithful man 

During that time in Corinth Paul wrote two letters to the Thessalonians, and in 
each he joins the names of Silas and Timothy with his own. Every word of those 
letters was Paul's, but Silas concurred heartily in every one, and joined in the 
thanksgiving and prayer, the thoughts on the departed, and the future, and heaven. 
It is no small thing to be co-worker with such a man as Paul. Some in Corinth 
envied Paul and set themselves up against him, but not so Silas: always faithful, 
always willing to be second, not seeking his own or his glory, but always intent 
on the work God had called him to. 

What he learned, God used to the end 
We find that Peter was being aided by Silas some ten years later, for in his first 
Epistle, chapter 1, verse 11, he writes, "by Silvanus, a faithful brother unto you, 
as I suppose, I have written briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true 
grace of God wherein ye stand". He was found where the Gospel needed him, 
carrying Peter's letter through "Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia". 
I suppose his wealth had gone by now, his highly-prized Roman citizenship no 
longer much in his thoughts, but before him was the crown which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge, would give him on that day. Life was closing in, the shadows 
lengthening, and he was going to follow Paul to be with Christ which is far better. 
May we so learn, that the last word about us may be, "a faithful brother" . 

If an unregenerate man should leave off sin under fear of death or hell, it would 
not be out of hatred of sin, but out of the fear of the punishment, as the bird is kept 
from the bait by the scarecrow. Thomas Manton 
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• FOR YOUNGER READERS • 

C. MACKENZIE 

LESSONS FROM THE LIONS 

A VISIT to a safari park can be really exciting. We took our grandchildren to one 
near their home in central Scotland. We had to sit in the car with the windows 
closed as we drove round the enclosure watching the lions eating big chunks of 
meat. The white rhinos, buffalo and other wild and dangerous animals were 
roaming around. 

We have also seen huge elephants at close quarters in a game park in Malawi. 
The driver kept the engine of the truck running so that the elephant (whose 
eyesight is not too great) would know where we were and avoid bumping into us. 
We did not see a lion that day but its track was pointed out to us and our guide 
had heard it roar in the night. It is thrilling to see these wild, untamed animals at 
close quarters from the safety of a vehicle. 

It was a different matter for David the shepherd boy. He knew the danger of 
both lions and bears when he was tending his father's sheep. If a lion or a bear 
came and took one of the lambs from the flock, David went after it, struck it and 
took the lamb from its mouth. If the lion turned on David, he would grab it by the 
mane and kill it. When David came to fight Goliath he had faith that the Lord who 
had delivered him from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear would deliver 
him from the hand of the Philistine giant. And indeed he did. 

The same Lord delivered Daniel from the dangerous lions. God sent an angel 
to shut the lions' mouths and Daniel was not harmed, even although he was shut 
up in their den all night. When Daniel's enemies were thrown into the den, the 
lions overpowered them immediately and broke all their bones in pieces. Only 
God's grace and power had saved Daniel. 

The lion is dangerous and frightening and those who live near their habitat have 
to be very careful and vigilant. The Bible describes the devil as a roaring lion who 
walks about, "seeking whom he may devour" (1 Peter 5:8). The devil would want 
to destroy God's people and cause harm and fear but God warns us to be sober 
and watchful and resist him in the faith. 

The Lord Jesus is also described as a lion -not frightening and destructive
but strong, powerful, majestic, like the king of the animals. In John's vision in 
Revelation he saw a scroll in the hand of one sitting on the throne. He wept when 
no one was found worthy to open the scroll. But then one of the elders said to him, 
"The Lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David hath prevailed to open the book 
and to loose the seven seals thereof' (Revelation 5:5). 

Jesus, the son of David, from the tribe of Judah was born to be Christ the 
Messiah. Jesus has authority over all nations. Jesus is the King of kings. He alone 
is the One who can open the book and work out God's plan of salvation. 
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BIBLE SEARCH 

Find the missing words. The initial letters of the correct answers will spell out an 
important word. 

1. 0 Lord my God, in thee do I put my trust: save me from all them that persecute 
me, and deliver me, Lest he tear my like a lion ... (Psalm 7:1-2). 

2. Come with me from Lebanon ... look from the top of , from the 
top of Shenir and Hermon, from the lions' dens, from the mountains of the 
leopards (Song of Solomon 4:8). 

3. The lions young do and suffer hunger: but they that seek the Lord 
shall not want any good thing (Psalm 34:10). 

4. Be sober, be ; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour (1 Peter 5:8) . 

5. A lion which is strongest _____ beasts and tumeth not away for any 
(Proverbs 30:30). 

6. The time would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and 
of Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets: Who ____ _ 
faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped 
the mouths of lions (Hebrews 11 :32-33). 

7. _____ is a scattered sheep; the lions have driven him away (Jeremiah 
50:17). 

8. Judah is a lion's whelp ... he couched as a lion, and as an _____ lion; 
who shall rouse him up? (Genesis 49:9). 

9. Where is the dwelling place of the lions, and the feeding place of the young 
lions, where the lion even the old lion, walked and the lion's whelp, and 
____ made them afraid? (Nahum 2:11). 

--·--
• STUDIES IN EZEKIEL • 

PETER KING (Hailsham) 

Chapter 23 

YOU will know from Jewish history that soon after Solomon's death, the Davidic 
kingdom split into two- Israel and Judah. The former settled around Samaria, and 
Judah, which retained its loyalty to David and Jehovah, settled in Jerusalem. 
Verse 4 of this chapter makes it clear that this parable of the two sisters refers 
to Samaria and Jerusalem. This is confirmed by verse 2 where it says "they had 
one mother". 
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1. Aholah - Israel (verses 1-10). The account of the rebellion of the tribes after 
the death of Solomon is recorded in 1 Kings 12:16-24. One summary verse in that 
chapter simply says "So Israel rebelled against the house of David unto this day 
(verse 19). Israel apostatised almost immediately, lusting after her Assyrian 
neighbours, yet is described as fine men riding on horses. In other words they 
wanted to be like other nations. So she sold herself to her enemies in a vain attempt 
to be "something" at that time. The worship of Jehovah was for David and his 
dynasty, said her enemies but, as always, the enemy deceived and was eventually 
used to judge her (verses 9-10) when Israel was taken into captivity by Assyria. 

2. Aholibah- Judah (verses 11-35). Turning to Judah a similar account is told, 
except Judah should have learned from Israel's mistakes. The same temptations 
were there, Assyria and Babylon. There is greater detail given about Judah's 
transgression because it was the favoured part of the nation, Messiah coming from 
the "tribe of Judah". Notice where all this worldly activity came from - Egypt. 
Verse 21: "the lewdness of thy youth." Verse 27: "thy whoredom brought from the 
land of Egypt" We recall the event that brought Israel into Egypt, when Jacob, 
looking for food, sent to Pharaoh. Before that, the wicked deceit of Joseph's 
brethren after selling him into Egypt demonstrated the underlying problem -
jealousy. 

3. Judgement. Again the prophecy ends with judgement and the familiar words, 
"and ye shall know that I am the Lord God". 

LESSONS FOR TODAY 

(a) Going away from godly living leads to worldly witness. 

(b) Jealousy may easily lead to murder. A whole nation was destroyed because of 
a family feud. 

(c) Christians must guard against attractions from society around them. Too 
many churches flirt with the world in a vain attempt to convert unbelievers. The 
Lord says "Preach the Word". Our prayers are more attractive than social activity. 

Return unto me, and I will return unto you 

---· ---

• REVIVAL - WHAT Is IT • 

SAM SEMMENS (Edinburgh) 

REVIVAL - what is it? One of the several definitions given by the Standard 
English Dictionary describes revival as recovery from languor, which is a state of 
dreamy inertia. Considering the state of the Christian Church today it most 
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certainly seems to have fallen into a state of languor. For, despite whatever 
activity there might appear to be in our churches, it can scarcely be said to be 
significant with regard to the lively spiritual walk and conversation of her 
membership. Indeed, in so far as a Christian witness is concerned, she has 
generally sunk into a languid slumber. Such is her poor spiritual health that 
something more than mere human agency is required to awaken her. For in 
general we may say that, as it was with Israel of old, her sin has separated between 
her and her God. Humanly speaking there can be no simple answer to her poor 
state of spiritual health. Much more serious still there is no conceivable human 
effort that would reverse what has resulted in a dearth of true spirituality. The 
solemn truth is that her sins have stupefied her, and her doctrinal errors have 
greatly diminished her spirituality. Clearly, unless she is granted repentance, her 
sins and faults when they are finished, must consequently result in her death. 
Already we can see the decline of the Church here in the Western hemisphere, not 
to mention the utter decadence of this nation. 

It is only the sovereign God who, by His divine intervention can awaken this 
people, for the help of man is vain. In what can only be attributed to their 
blindness, so many professing Christians today suggest the contrary; they seem to 
think that a revival is something that can be conjured up by their evangelistic 
efforts, and so they give all manner of reasons as to why revival has not happened. 
Some say that it is because evangelism is so highly commercialized, others claim 
that there is a great lack of urgency in prayer. Some say it is because of the 
cheapening of the Gospel, others declare that it is because the glory that belongs 
to God has been stolen. All of these explanations can be summed up by saying 
that the popular view amongst professing Christians is that almighty God is 
prevented from bringing about a revival because of the will, adverse actions and 
resistance of His creatures. Such a mistaken view is simply to stand the law of 
cause and effect on its head. The truth of the matter is simply this that all these 
things, namely, highly commercialized evangelism, the cheapening of the gospel, 
the great lack of urgency in prayer, the tendency to steal the glory that belongs to 
God, all these are the outcome of the very spiritual languor into which the Church 
has fallen. The truth of the ma~r is that the visible Church is in a very similar 
lukewarm state of spiritual languor as the church of the Laodiceans that Christ 
threatened to spew out of His mouth (see Revelation 3: 14-22). 

The present spiritual condition of both the Church and nation is such, that from 
a biblical point of view, it is a very clear indication that God must be angry with 
both Church and nation. One important fact that ought never to be overlooked is 
this, namely, that although the individual Christian can never perish because of 
the Lord's promise, in contrast a Church, on the other hand, may have its 
candlestick removed. For the same reason, a nation, although once blessed for the 
sake of the Church, may also fall and cease to exist. Who knows if God will not 
visit our own nation in vengeance? In many historical instances both Church and 
state have ceased to exist because of their departure from biblical truth. For 
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example, a careful study of Psalm 85 indicates that although God has been 
favourable to a nation on previous occasions, and in His mercy He has forgiven 
her sins and delivered her people from their captivity, He will not tolerate her 
return to sin. So it is, that without national repentance in both Church and state, 
there is at best a very gloomy future awaiting our own nation. In the particular 
example that we have in Psalm 85 the Psalmist prays to God asking that He 
will grant the nation the gift of repentance. "Tum us," he pleads and addresses 
God with the words "0 God of our salvation", recognising that salvation is of God 
and, he adds, "and cause thine anger toward us to cease." Here is a man 
who is fully aware of what sin deserves, for his further plea reflects this, namely, 
in the words: "Wilt thou be angry with us for ever? Wilt thou draw out thine 
anger to all generations." When a person or, as in this particular case, a nation, 
fails to repent, there can be no forgiveness, and God's anger is drawn out to 
all generations. 

It is in the express knowledge of the wages of sin that the prophet pleads here 
with God for mercy and the subsequent revival of religion for the sake of God's 
own people: "Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy people may rejoice in thee? 
Shew us thy mercy, 0 Lord, and grant us thy salvation." Again we see that the 
Psalmist understands that man's chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy Him for 
ever, but the faithful find it difficult to rejoice in their God when He is being 
dishonoured on every hand, even ignored. We must also note from Scripture that 
it is only those who have once been blessed of God, those who have been 
recipients of His favour, that can plead with God in this way; simply because the 
gifts and calling of God are without repentance; therefore if we have once been 
the object of His grace He will continue to show us mercy. In other words it is 
those who have been born from above; those who have been saved by grace 
through faith. It is these who are truly the Lord's people, and it is these who have 
solid grounds for pleading thus with God; for it is only to His people that He has 
promised to answer such pleas. Thus it is that we read of such individuals as the 
prophet Amos, who pleaded with God against His threat to destroy the yield of the 
land, once by a plague of grasshoppers and then by fire. He begged God to forgive 
the sin that deserved such treatment, in both cases he pleaded the smallness of 
Jacob; remembering no doubt the promise that God had made to Jacob at Bethel, 
that his seed would be as the dust of the earth, and that his offspring would be 
numerous and spread abroad on the earth in all directions (see Genesis chapter 
28: 11-15). Clearly it was a prayer offered on the grounds of God's promises, not 
only so, but it was the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man that availed in 
this case. And who is he that is a righteous man in God's eyes? The Lord by the 
mouth of the prophet Isaiah has described such a man when He said, "but to this 
man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at 
my word" (Isaiah 66:2). t,_. 

We need search no further for confy)'rmation of this principle that prayer should 
be based on God's promise, than the words that we find in the Book of Common 
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Prayer, in what is known as "The General Confession". Those words that should 
be so very familiar to our Church of England brethren, namely these words: "But 
thou, 0 Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable offenders. Spare thou them, 0 God 
which confess their faults. Restore thou them that are penitent; According to thy 
promise declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord. And grant, 0 most 
merciful Father, for his sake; That we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and 
sober life, To the glory of thy holy Name." May we add here the following 
corrective for the benefit of those persons who would tend to despise or even 
reject out of hand the Book of Common Prayer: the principle of the Prayer Book 
is no different to the principle we find in the apostolic addresses made to the early 
Church, namely, the apostles supposed that all those to whom they addressed by 
their epistles were all true believers in our Lord Jesus Christ; the Prayer Book 
does likewise. It follows then that this particular prayer that we have quoted can 
only be an effectual prayer when and if it is offered in faith, that is, providing the 
suppliant has that like precious faith with the apostles. For it was thus that the 
apostle Peter addressed the faithful to whom he wrote his second epistle (see 
2 Peter 1: 1). The faithful are such as live by God-given faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ, but the remainder remain in the shadow of death and under the threat of 
eternal destruction. The sum of the whole matter is simple, just as Mark has stated 
clearly at the end of his Gospel: "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; 
but he that believeth not shall be damned" (Mark 16: 16). 

Where the Gospel is preached it divides its hearers into two classes of people, 
those that believe and those who will not believe. The first of these two classes 
are those who have been given ears to hear what the Spirit of God is saying to the 
Churches through the proclamation of His Word. The second class are those who 
have ears but they hear not, and eyes but they see not. In any church where the 
Word is not preached the first class we have mentioned are unlikely to be called, 
and the second class will not be warned of their perilous state. God in judgment 
will lay this to the charge of such a church; the blood of those who perish in such 
a situation will be upon the heads of those who have not preached the Gospel to 
warn them. Alas the remainder of the unbelieving world are of this second class, 
they remain lying under the curse that the sin of our first parents brought upon 
all mankind; and yet God spares them, but only in that He does not execute 
immediately His final judgement upon them for their sin. This He does for the 
sake of those people whom He foreknew, and did predestinate, call, justify and 
glorify. These are His people to whom He has made known the mystery of His 
will. God acts according to His good pleasure, having purposed in Himself: that 
in the dispensation of the fullness of times He might gather together in one all 
things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in Him. 
This truth becomes obscured when our theological thinking is based on the theory 
of conditional election on the ground of foreseen faith; this would mean that 
God's ability to save depends on something other than His own determinate will, 
namely, in this case, the free will of His creatures. 
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The great Reformer, Martin Luther, has reminded us that: "God foreknows 
nothing by contingency, but that He foresees, purposes, and does all things 
according to His immutable, eternal, and infallible will." What God has willed He 
will most certainly perform; we have His own words on the matter as they are 
recorded in the book of the prophet Isaiah: "I am God, and there is none else; I 
am God, and there is none like me, declaring the end from the beginning, and 
from ancient times the things that are not yet done saying, My counsel shall stand, 
and I will do all my pleasure" (Isaiah 46:9-10). From the fact that God is 
sovereign in all things we must realise that revival can only come if it is God's 
good pleasure that it should come. Revival will not come if God has not willed 
that it should come, nevertheless, we have the hope of His promise, namely, that 
He promised Abraham, the father of the faithful, that He would bless all nations 
through his seed, Jesus Christ (see Galatians chapter 3). This promise shall stand, 
so that in every generation there will, no doubt, be some who He will call by His 
sovereign grace, for God is not slack concerning His promises. But how many He 
will call at any time is not given us to know. What we do know, by deduction from 
what we are given in Holy Scripture, is that it will be at last a remnant according 
to the election of grace. We are convinced that should we have been given the 
same privilege as the apostles had just prior to the ascension of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and we could ask Him, "Lord, wilt thou at this time revive thy Church?", 
His reply no doubt would be: "It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, 
which the Father hath put in his own power" (Acts 1 :7). 

The apostle Peter makes this perfectly clear, for when there were those who 
questioned the promise concerning the return of Christ in judgement, for they said 
that God was slack concerning His promises for Christ had not yet returned, Peter 
answered this with the words: "The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as 
some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should come to repentance" (2 Peter 3:9). Some will 
interpret these words of Peter to mean that God is not willing that any of the 
human race should perish; but to do so we must ignore the words "longsuffering 
to us-ward" that implies that God is longsuffering to us, that is those to whom 
Peter is writing, namely, "them that have obtained like precious faith with us" (the 
apostles) "through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ". If 
someone will object that it is only the unconverted that need repentance we would 
suggest that he consider this objection again in the light of Scripture; for not a 
single soul will reach heaven unrepentant, whether he profess to be a believer or 
not, for he must turn from his wickedness and confess his sins unto God. Yet it is 
also to be realised that sinless perfection is unattainable in this life; hence as 
believers we can never be sufficiently righteous in order to be justified in the sight 
of God to that degree of perfection where we need no repentance. Indeed as Paul 
points out, in our flesh there dwelleth no good thing; but if we with our mind serve 
the law of God, and this we may do, providing we are in Christ Jesus of course, 
then we may walk after the Spirit and not after the flesh. But we must never lose 
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sight of the fact that sin still dwells in us. Indeed it is not without significance that 
when our Lord taught His disciples to pray we note that they were to ask for 
forgiveness with their daily bread. 

That God will not destroy His own people with the world is a fact clearly seen 
in the case of Sodom, where Abraham pleads for any of the righteous who may 
reside there (see Genesis 18:23-33 and 19:22). Abraham's attitude in prayer 
is to be noted here for he adopts a humble posture (see verse 27 of Genesis 
chapter 18). Abraham's plea at the throne of grace is made with God's greatness 
and righteousness and his own littleness always in view. Obviously Abraham 
understood that God can be pleaded with in terms of His promises, His 
righteousness and His glory; but that the sinner has no other hold on God save for 
His promises. He has promised that: "If my people, which are called by my name, 
shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked 
ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their 
land" (2 Chronicles 7:14). It is clear from the Holy Scripture that God holds His 
hand, and restrains His vengeance, so that His mighty arm is not made bare in 
judgement. This restraint is purely for the sake of those people whom He has 
foreknown. However, this does not mean that when He moves in an act of rebuke 
against a nation that His people do not suffer with the rest of that nation. 

When the prophet Habakkuk heard what the Lord had in store for His people 
in terms of His judgement upon them, for they had departed from His law and no 
doubt introduced laws according to their own imagination, the prophet cried unto 
the Lord for their salvation. For those who were righteous amongst the wicked of 
the nation were swamped by them, and they had their possessions plundered by 
them. And so it was that God would bring the Chaldeans down upon the Jewish 
Nation of that day so the prophet prayed; "0 Lord I have heard thy speech, and 
was afraid: 0 Lord, revive thy work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the 
years make known; in wrath remember mercy" (Habakkuk 3:2). The work of God 
that the prophet prayed for, in this particular case, must have meant the building 
of His Church; for it is He alone that has created her by setting aside a people for 
Himself, a people whom He has intended to be the salt of the earth. But it would 
appear that the Jews, as the Church of God then, by their wickedness as a nation, 
had provoked their God to anger. Their trust had been put in everything other than 
the Lord their God. 

Today our own nation is not much different to that of the Jews in the time of 
Habakkuk, nor is the visible Church today all that different from it was then. What 
is to be mourned, and what makes things worse in our day, is that we have no 
Habakkuk, or so it would seem, to pray for revival. Although we still have many 
a professor of Christ and to spare, they tend to think that revival can be engineered 
by an abundance of revivalist campaigns. On the other hand there are few who 
are prepared to humble themselves and pray in total dependence on the one 
sovereign and true God as King Nebuchadnezzar came to see Him, the God that 
does all things according to His will in the army of heaven, and among the 
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inhabitants of the earth: none can stay His hand, or say unto Him, "What doest 
thou?". When we come to this place in our reasoning, let it be as individuals, or 
collectively as the Church, or as the nation, it is only then that it can be said that 
reason has returned unto us. If we can but say to all concerned with the words of 
Hosea, "Come, and let us return unto the Lord" (Hosea 6:1), who knows but that 
the Lord will return and bless us; reviving His work in the midst of the years, and 
in the midst of the years make known; but above all that, in wrath He will 
remember mercy? 

---·---

• A SERMON • 

MARTIN LUTHER 

Preached in 1523 at Wittenburg 

"A certain man made a great supper" (Luke 14:16-24) 

What the great supper means 
Here in the Gospel lesson, as everywhere in the Scriptures, we are to be careful 
to grasp, as well as we can, the true, simple meaning, as we have often heard, and 
establish our hearts and consciences in that meaning. For whosoever will contend 
with satan, dare not waver and sway hither and thither, but must be convinced of 
his cause and be armed with clear and sure written documents, for if the devil gets 
him on his fork through his unsettled notions, he will then toss him here and there, 
as the wind does the dry leaf. 

Therefore we must here in this Gospel grasp its true meaning, in which we may 
be able to stand. It is not to be understood as referring to the holy Sacrament or 
the bread of the altar, to which the Papists have pulled it as it were by the hair on 
Corpus Christi day, along with many other passages of Scripture, which have not 
in a single letter any reference or very little, to that Sacrament. But the meaning 
and substance of the text is, that while the Gospel is preached and published in all 
the world, few people accept it. And it is here called a supper or an evening meal, 
because the Gospel shall be the last word or doctrine that will usher in the end of 
the world. 

Therefore this supper is nothing else than a rich, expensive meal, which God 
has provided in Christ through the Gospel, in which He spreads before us great 
possessions and rich treasures. 

The invitation 

This invitation, however, took place thus, as the text says: The Lord sent out His 
servant to invite the guests to this costly supper, that is, the Apostles were all sent 
forth with one and the same word into all the world, to bid and call to this supper 
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with one voice and with one Gospel, or with one message. Thus, when St. Peter 
arrived at and preached in a place where St. Paul had preached before, it was the 
same teaching which one preached as the other, and the hearers also could say: 
Behold, he preaches just like we heard before from the first one; they agree and 
are one and the same. In order to show this unity, the Evangelist says: "And he 
sent forth his servant", and says not, his servants, as if he spoke of many servants. 
But the message, the servant should execute and with which he should gain 
recruits, was: "Come, for all things are now ready." 

For Christ had been crucified, had destroyed sin and death by His death, had 
risen from the dead, the Holy Spirit had been given and, in short, all things 
pertaining to this supper were now ready. It was all so prepared that it did not 
cost us anything; for the Father through Christ, bore all the expenses, in order that 
we without our merit and assistance might enjoy His treasures, and become rich 
and prosperous. 

At that time He sent His servants first among the Jews, to invite them to the 
supper, who had the promises and oracles of God; for the Law and all the prophets 
were framed to the end that they should prepare a people for God, as the angel 
said of John the Baptist to his father Zacharias: "He shall be filled with the Holy 
Spirit, even from his mother's womb. And many of the children of Israel shall he 
tum to the Lord their God. And he shall go before his face in the spirit and power 
of Elijah, to tum the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to 
walk in the wisdom of the just; to make ready for the Lord a people prepared for 
him" (Luke 1: 15-17). But what do the guests say to the message of the servant? 
The text tells us: "And they all with one consent began to make excuse." 

That is what the Lord in Matthew 10:37-38 says: "He that loveth father or 
mother more than me is not worthy of me; and he that loveth son or daughter more 
than me is not worthy of me. And he that doth not take his cross and follow after 
me, is not worthy of me." Now observe how few there are who are thus experts 
in leaving all for Christ. For whoever will come to this supper, must esteem the 
Gospel above everything, body and riches, wife and child, friend and foe; yea, he 
must forsake everything that separates him from the Gospel, let it be good, right 
and holy as it ever can be. 

Do not think these men who excuse themselves here were engaged in public, 
coarse sins, and in unrighteous employment and business. No. They were occupied 
in a laudable, good employment. For it is never wrong that we employ and transact 
business, that we honestly support ourselves, or take a wife and live in the married 
state. But the reason we should not come into the state of these persons, is that they 
were unwilling to leave these things, but hung on to them with all their hearts. Now 
we must be willing to leave them, if the Gospel requires it. 

Should you then say: I would gladly follow and cleave to the Gospel, and 
cheerfully do all things besides; but shall I leave my land, my home and servants, 
my wife and child? Observe, therefore, that this is the sum of it all; the Gospel is 
the Word of the cross and the word of offence, so that everyone is easily offended 
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by it. Yes, God commands you to do this, He commanded you besides to honour 
and love Him above all creatures, and esteem Him higher than all things you may 
know, as the first and great commandment teaches: "Thou shalt love Jehovah thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might" 
(Deuteronomy 6:5; Matthew 22:37). Therefore you must let all things go rather 
than let them separate you from His love and His Word. 

However, he loses nothing, who forsakes anything for the Gospel's sake. Do 
you lose for its sake your temporal life, God will indeed give you another and a 
better, an eternal life; as Christ in Matthew 10:39 says: "He that findeth his life 
shall lose it; and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it." Must you leave 
your wife and child; remember, God cares for you, He will give them a much 
better father than you are; and if you only believe it will certainly come to pass. 
For you have such great pledges and rich promises and admonitions, that He will 
not let His Word fail; but will maintain it, if we only heartily trust in and yield to 
it. As He said in Matthew 9:29: "Everyone that hath left houses, or brethren, or 
sisters, or father, or mother, or children, or lands for my name's sake, shall receive 
a hundredfold, and shall inherit eternal life." 

Here stand His very word and promise, what wish we further? Or what do we 
desire that is greater? Ay, where then is the trouble? Only in our faith. Therefore no 
one comes to this supper, unless he brings with him a true faith, which God honours 
and loves above all creatures. But what does the Lord do, who lets the guests be 
invited, and who thus excused themselves? The text says: "Then the master of the 
house, being angry, said to his servant, Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of 
the city and bring in hither the poor, and maimed, and blind, and lame." 

To go out into the streets and lanes means nothing, but that the Jews made 
themselves unworthy of the Gospel, to tum from them and for the disciples to tum 
to the heathen. For Christ commanded His disciples before His resurrection that 
they should not go into any way of the Gentiles nor preach in any city of the 
Samaritans; but go only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel and feed them 
(Matthew 10:5-6), as they did. But since the Jews, after the resurrection of Christ, 
resisted His Word and would not accept it, then the disciples spake to them as 
we have an example in Acts 13:46-47: "It was necessary that the Word ofGod 
should first be spoken to you. Seeing ye thrust it from you, and judge yourselves 
unworthy of eternal life, lo, we tum to the Gentiles. For so hath the Lord 
commanded us saying, I have set thee for a light of the Gentiles, that thou 
shouldest be for salvation unto the uttermost parts of the earth" (Isaiah 49:6). But 
what does it mean when he says to the servant: "Go out into the highways and 
hedges, and constrain them to come in, that my house may be filled"? 

This is to be understood as referring to those of a dispirited, timid conscience, 
who also belong among the guests of this supper, they will be constrained to come 
in. However it is not an outward but an inward and spiritual constraining, and 
takes place in this way: When the Law is preached, and sin is unfolded or made 
manifest, that man comes to a knowledge of himself, so that compelling and 
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constraining them to come in means, to force anew the sins into the conscience, 
that thereby man may acknowledge, that he is nothing, that all his works are sinful 
and damnable, and thus quickly receives a despairing conscience and a bashful 
and terrified heart, in which every refuge and help are taken from him and 
everywhere he is unable to find any comfort in them, and finally despairs of all 
help in himself. 

When this now takes place, it is called "constraining", for you should not delay 
/v );lis "coming in", but help him out of his state of despair. But this takes place when 

you comfort him with the Gospel and tell him how he may be delivered from his 
sins, and say to him: Believe in Christ that He has freed you from sin, then your 
sins are forgiven you. That is what "constrain them to come in" (compel intrare) 
means: and it does not mean outward compelling as they explain it, so that they 
drive rogues and wicked persons, as it were with police force, to this supper; for 
that accomplishes nothing, and it is not the sense of the Gospel. Therefore do the 
constraining energetically in the conscience only, and let it be an inner and 
spiritual constraining. And the Lord says further to the servant and to others: "For 
I say unto you that none of those men that were bidden shall taste of my supper." 

Conclusion and summary 
These words are the conclusion and summary of this Gospel lesson, that those 
who are most certain and wish to taste of this supper, shall not taste it. The reason 
you have heard. Therefore in brief, the guests, who are here invited and came not, 
are those who imagine they could obtain the supper through their own works, they 
greatly exert themselves and are sure of their cause, they wish to taste of the 
supper. But the Lord concludes with powerful words and says: "That none of 
those men that were bidden shall taste of my supper." Why then, dear Lord? They 
have done nothing bad, neither have they been occupied with false teachings. 
Why, the reason is that they have denied the faith, and did not publicly confess it 
before everybody, and did not esteem this rich and expensive supper above all 
creatures. For since it is costly and precious, it therefore also requires something 
from the people that esteem it so, and puts them under some obligation, be it what 
it may. See, that is the sense of this Gospel text briefly considered. Whoever 
desires to develop it further, may do so. 

It is worthy of remark that our Lord's words, "Ye shall seek me", and "whither I 
go ye cannot come", are used three times in John's Gospel - twice to the 
unbelieving Jews, and once to the disciples. But the careful reader will observe 
that in the first two instances the expression is coupled with, "Ye shall not find 
me", and "Ye shall die in your sins". In the last it evidently means the temporary 
separation between Christ and His disciples which would be caused by His 
ascension. J. C. Ryle 
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• A SERMON • 

Concluded 

JUSTUS VERMEER 

Supplied by A. W. DE LANGE (Scherpenzeel, The Netherlands) 

THESE things which (I think) should be useful at this time, are to remind 
ourselves on this occasion that we are called to let everything go and to come with 
the Lord in a covenant or to renew the same. It is a matter in which we may 
examine ourselves as to whether we have a right to the signs and seals of the 
covenant of grace, according to Paul's exhortation and counsel: "But let a man 
examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. For he 
that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not 
discerning the Lord's body" (1 Corinthians 11:28-29). 

These things do not only concern those who are written on the role of members 
but also all the others, one by one, because the same is needed, both in dying well 
as going to communion, as one of our instructors expressed recently, that he who 
has actually no right to sit at the table on earth is also incapable of the communion 
of the marriage of the Lamb. 

1. Is it so that all men are born outside of Christ, all alike in their natural state 
before God, with the whole world, worthy to be damned? How deep must the fall 
be, that men in such a danger live on so blindly and carelessly. That one by this, 
and the other by that, driven according to his desires, amuses himself with things 
which are given here to test him, will eternally neglect the soul. What are all that 
man counts of worth here? When he has received everything up to the highest 
limit, it still leaves his soul empty and in trouble, when he goes to his eternal 
home, and often on his death-bed it troubles the conscience (Matthew 25:10). 
"Because I have called (saith God), and ye refused ... I also will laugh at your 
calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh ... "(Proverbs 1:24-32). 

2. Are not all those, who are in Christ, new creations? Are they not converted 
and turned around, changed in heart and state, and not one enters heaven except 
those to whom this gracious work of God is applied? Are not the true 
consequences of this change, that such do not care about the things man sees, but 
the things man does not see? Do they not esteem the world low and Christ high? 
Does God not become their God, and they, as Paul says in the preceding verse, 
become His people? Friends, may everybody ponder in himself whether he has 
good reason to examine his state or not. 0, that we may be able to believe, and let 
go. There would then be hope. 

3. Is it so, that a man in his natural state, outside of Christ, can come very far 
with his gifts and deeds? And is there also a temporary and false faith? Can man 
have evangelical persuasions, receive the Word with joy and yet be without any 
root? Is it often so difficult to discriminate true grace from false faith? Christ 
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therefore commanded not to gather up the tares but to leave them until the 
harvest, so that the good would not be rooted out with them (Matthew 13:29). 
Yea, is not the nature of the natural state to allow false grounding, to hold to 
deceit, and is it not the invincible and free and mighty work of God to take away 
the false ground from man and to transfer him into Christ? 0, how everybody 
should cry for light, to see himself, so that he may flee the corning wrath. The time 
to become righteous is here. After this time there will be no time anymore 
(Revelation 10:6). 

Those who have heard like one hears a rumour, something about their lost state 
in themselves and the danger, and separated themselves for a time and desire to ask 
which is the good way to go; the only way and means on our part is to lay oneself, 
as he is, before God and to pray for light. The Lord will give it to those who seek 
for it. And more, God will to give it to those who pray to the Lord and observe His 
precepts, especially the preaching of the Word. The danger of remaining bound by 
the natural state and by false grounds to which a man out of Christ is attached, and 
by his inability to see that man cannot save or change himself for eternity, must be 
seen sooner or later, if somebody is to come to the true state of confession and 
humiliation and so will be able to call God true and to justify Him, even if it 
pleased Him to sentence him to death. If you cannot advance further in this work 
before the Lord, it is not strange, because what is in man is against it, but in not 
wanting to persevere in complaining about his misery, and that he has no idea that 
he does not rightly see his rest while outside of Christ, and even more strongly 
plead that it would please the Lord to impress upon him that he is unworthy of all 
grace and light. When it is the Lord's time and man is brought and kept there 
(being true to his light), then the Lord will come in this way and reveal Himself in 
His Son as a God who hears, creates light out of darkness, helps the soul off her 
false hopes, and translates her into Christ. She is then saved. 

God's people need light in this time to distinguish themselves so that they may 
come with a blessing to the Lord's table, and even more concerning their state, the 
need to examine how matters lie between God and their soul, what a separation 
and what things between them there are, how they experience that the Lord hides 
Himself and how the heart is under all this, whether they can bear it or not. They 
also need to examine their attitude towards their sin, whether there are fetters of 
unrighteous things, and from this deep flowing chaos to which the heart clings. 
All these things can be reasons why the Lord keeps Himself away and there is 
no safer way than to search for the cause in themselves. It is true, the Lord is free 
and sovereign, but this does not mean that this is not also true: "Shew me 
wherefore thou contendest with me" (Job 10:2). So let the only way that man may 
search to understand be that the Lord may reveal why He hideth Himself, or why 
the unrighteous things are so many and why man has become so ill, to sigh 
because God should appoint us to such things. It is so that we should come before 
God unto confession and humiliation and cling to the strength of the Mediator 
until ·granted reconciliation and power. The Lord is free in giving light at its 
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proper time. To come to Christ in the communion under the oppression of 
unrighteous things can have been very useful and profitable. Being insincere in 
such a case, so that man is not at God's side, is a thousand times more 
disadvantageous to a soul than that it should lie under great and powerful 
corruptions, with which she attempts to come to Christ. 

That dark and compassed souls see and believe that the Lord is calling them is 
unknown to them. Yes, the Lord calls you by name and the strongest evidence is 
your own condition. It is God's way concerning you to make you dark by leading 
you to see into the corruptions of your own heart and into the vileness and 
wrongness of your natural state and into the enmity which is there against God, 
His Cause and His people and is so powerful that it overcomes the new creation. 
Whereupon it follows that the work of grace cannot be seen. As David implies in 
Psalm 139:23-24 and other places, because of my unrighteousness I could not see. 
This would have been strange to you previously, when others said that the corrupt 
part existed in such power and that it was only by another act of grace that it was 
kept under. Arising from this a man can see how much all such need this way to 
be made known to themselves and to (if ever they arise) then esteem the way of 
free grace more precious, exercise more compassion towards others who are in 
this condition and so become hereby more exercised and useful towards those 
without. Now that it is so that the Lord has ordained His seal of the covenant 
mainly for those, is shown clearly by the character and the nature of the 
sacrament, because it is for feeding and strengthening and assures, on God's part, 
faithfulness and immutability. "For the mountains shall depart, and the hills be 
removed; but my kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the covenant 
of my peace be removed, saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee" (Isaiah 54: 10). 
And on the other side: the part of the soul to Christ, if the soul does not see it, then 
that is her whole sorrow and is yet conscious that she cannot find life in herself. 
How many are helped and saved by this. Those, although they do not see it, are 
yet humbled by this stage to look now to the Lord and to await what God desires 
to work according to His command, declaring the Lord free and themselves 
unworthy. Man must not withdraw himself from God's normal way of giving 
light, strength and healing. If he does then man works for the enemy in him, so it 
shows that God has especially ordained the sacrament for them. So you can gather 
from this that the Lord calleth you by name. 

But you probably will say, the part in Christ has to be there if it is to be sealed, 
so how can I see it? That is not humbleness before God, that man first makes such 
a condition, that man should see it first. Bring your sighing about missing Christ, 
your bleeding heart about the body of sin there. That will be humbleness. You are, 
and you see yourself, miserable on all sides and you cannot plaster or heal 
yourself, therefore you are indeed called there and your stance gives you a right 
which others do not have. 

This is also an eternal truth, that the righteous, and they alone, are troubled in 
heart and mind about their righteousness before God, which is a great evidence of 
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their righteousness, that where others think so easily the best about their own 
heart, and when they are at times troubled about their judgement (especially when 
it is brought out plainly and at that point are convinced that they are grounded too 
insecurely and that the righteous are on different ground), then they feel able to 
heal themselves, taking one or other word lying in their minds, easily believing 
that the Lord speaks to them in confirmation, while on the contrary, the righteous 
are overwhelmingly troubled about their righteousness, fearing self-deceit and 
their lying heart, so this is also addressed to them: "Say unto my soul, I am thy 
salvation" (Psalm 35:3). 

Oh! that everyone of us would get to work with their exposed situation in some 
hidden place within and that the Lord's people, especially those who lie in the 
graves, would come out of them to this ordinance of God. Would it not be a 
miracle to them, who brought there a heart so vile, ugly and unformed to face 
this? "Who is this that cometh out of the wilderness like pillars of smoke, 
perfumed with myrrh and frankincense, with all powders of the merchant" (Song 
of Solomon 3:6). They also should cry out: Who am I, unworthy man that I am, 
that the King looks upon me? 0, that would be the greatest blessing, if such could 
enjoy this in the New Year. 

May it be for everyone of us a year of the pleasure of the Lord. May the Lord 
stretch the wing of His grace over everyone of us, especially according to that 
which his state or circumstance requires. And that everyone may rejoice in that 
joy; that he would find this year a time of God's gracious visitations and a time of 
finding Christ. That he, being freed from all fetters and translated into the state of 
this freedom, might live for God. This I wish cordially. May the Lord bless each 
and everyone in this our assembly. Amen. 

--·--

• To THE JEw FIRST • 

(Romans 1:16) 

MARK KAGAN (the son of a Rabbi) 

Supplied by T. ATTWOOD (USA) 
(representative of "Hebrew Scriptures", 3603 Spokane Ave., Cleveland OH 44109 • 

(330) 571-2875 • chesed@hebrewsscriptures.org 

I AM interested in the Jews because I am a Christian, not because I am a Jew. 
As a Christian I have the Jewish Bible - the Bible is a Jewish Book- I have the 
Jewish Apostles and also I have Jesus Christ, a Jew. We are living in wonderful 
days, where the Jew is coming to the forefront, and for the first time in 2,500 
years there is a sovereign State of Israel and Jerusalem has become the capital 
city. I want to speak on God's threefold purpose for Israel: First, God wants 
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their conversion; secondly, God wants their consecration; thirdly, God wants 
their commission. 

Israel's conversion 

This is in God's plan. I often meet people on my travels who say to me, "I do not 
know much about the Jews". Read your New Testament and it is full of them. 
People don't realize that when they are Christians, they owe a great debt to 
the Jews. And God has a great purpose for Israel, and the first nation who is 
going to be Christian will be the Jewish Nation. But let me go with you through 
the Scriptures. 

Take for instance that marvellous phrase in Zechariah Chapter 12: "I will pour 
upon the house of David and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace 
and of supplications, and they shall look upon me [the First and the Last] whom 
they have pierced." It is wonderful. God said, "They will look upon me". In the 
New Testament, in John's Gospel especially (he is the last Apostle and the only 
one that stood by the cross of Christ when the others fled; and in his sorrow he 
saw the spear pierce the side of his Master), he puts it in this way: "This happened 
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet." He doesn't say which 
prophet it is. He meant Zechariah 12:10, but he changes the pronoun. He said, 
"They shall look upon Him". He was right, of course; he was quoting from 
Zechariah. But when you come to Zechariah the pronoun is "Me". God is the 
Speaker and says, "And I will pour upon the house of David .. . the spirit of grace 
and of supplications" and the outcome will be "And they shall look upon me 
whom they have pierced". What a wonderful look; and the Hebrew word for 
"whom" is very wonderful. It consists of the first letter of the Hebrew alphabet 
and the last. It sounds 'eth. 

Israel as a nation will recognize Christ as their Alpha and Omega. What a 
wonderful thing it will be when Israel as a nation is converted to the Lord 
Himself. The Jewish Nation is not going to be converted in Britain, nor in 
Germany, nor in America, but in the land of Israel. It is a good thing that we are 
living in a day when the Jewish people are returning to the land of Israel, and 
today there are Jews, over three and a half million of them, living in Israel 
from a hundred different countries. God is doing this as He says in Jeremiah 
31: 10: "Hear the word of the Lord, 0 ye nations, and declare it in the isles afar 
off, and say, He that scattered Israel will gather him, and keep him, as a Shepherd 
doth His flock." 

When I was last in Israel and while walking through the Jewish city of Tel Aviv, 
we saw a hundred Jews carrying placards on their front and back in three 
languages, "Jews for Jesus". I thought I was in Heaven. Why, no Jew would 
mention the Name of Jesus 25 to 30 years ago. He would despise the Name. This 
is a sign of the times. I am also told by a friend of mine in America the same thing 
is happening in New York, but there thousands of them are doing this. God is 
preparing the Jew, as we read in Isaiah 66:8: "Who hath heard such a thing? 
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Who hath seen such things? Shall the earth be made to bring forth in one day? 
Or shall a Nation be born at once? For as soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth 
her children!" 

Here is a promise that a nation shall be born at once and it is going to be the 
Jewish Nation. The Jewish Nation will experience a new birth, will be converted. 
It means to be created anew, as Nicodemus, the master in Israel, was reminded by 
our Lord in John chapter 3. He told him, "Ye must be born again". The new birth 
is a reality. We are told in 1 John 5:12: "He that hath the Son hath life; and he that 
hath not the Son of God hath not life." 

It is a matter of life, and thus of new birth. Israel as a nation today is still 
without Christ. Yet, they are reading the New Testament and we have examples of 
even their Prime Ministers doing this. So we are living in days when God has 
wonderfully shown to us that this nation that rejected their Messiah at His first 
advent, is being prepared to accept Christ at His Second Advent, through the 
faithful sowing of His words. Those are wonderful verses in Isaiah 66: 18 and 19. 

"Hebrew Scriptures", as a Bible Society, is giving to the Jewish People the gift 
of the Holy Scriptures, specifically the complete Hebrew Bibles (Old and New 
Covenants together) and the Hebrew New Covenant. The New Covenant 
is also available in Hebrew braille, in eight volumes. We owe a great debt of love 
to the Jewish People for giving to us the Bible and our Saviour, who said, 
"Salvation is of the Jews" (John 4:22). The New Covenant in Hebrew only and 
the complete Hebrew Bible is being distributed as a love gift among an increasing 
number of Israelis. The Lord Jesus Christ is directing us to give this Bible in 
Hebrew to very Orthodox Rabbis and other Orthodox Jews for their salvation 
(Jeremiah 31:31-34). 

As we sow these copies of the Lord's Word among the Jewish People in Israel 
and around the world, we are anticipating, according to the promises of God in 
the Holy Scriptures, the moment when the remnant of Israel is going to look to 
the Lord Jesus the Messiah and be saved through the witness of His Word sown 
among them now. Notice Jeremiah 23:5-6: "Behold the days come, saith the Lord, 
that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign [the Hebrew 
has the definite article, not a King but the King] and prosper, and shall execute 
judgment and justice in the earth. In His days Judah shall be saved, and Israel 
shall dwell safely: and this is His Name whereby He shall be called, THE LORD 
OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS!" 

Judah is not saved yet, but God is determined to see that Israel as a People is 
converted. When Israel was confronted with Christ, they rejected Him. "He came 
unto His own things, and His own People received Him not. But as many as 
received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on His Name" (John 1:11-12). 

When He comes again, it will be a different story. The Second Coming of 
Christ is nearer than most of us think, as we are told in 1 Thessalonians 4: 16 and 
17: "For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice 
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of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord." 

A pious Jew goes into the synagogue three times a day, morning, noon and 
evening, and in the morning service this is what a pious Jew repeats: "I believe in 
the coming of the Messiah, though He should tarry, yet will I wait for Him daily." 
The pious Jew is waiting daily for the coming of the Messiah, that is, for the 
Christ. The Jew is anticipating the Messiah to come every day. A pious Jew we 
overtook once when we were walking up to the Mount of Olives. We asked him 
why he was going there. He replied: "I have lived in Jerusalem now for the past 
eleven years and I have walked up each morning to the Mount of Olives 
anticipating the coming of the Messiah. When He comes I want to be there to give 
Him a welcome." So one day, the whole Nation is going to recognize Christ; it 
will be the first Christian Nation in this world. This leads us to our second point. 

Israel's consecration 

Think of the many Scriptures which tell us "They shall call them the holy people, 
the redeemed of the Lord". "They shall be named the priests of Jehovah. The 
ministers of our God." "They shall be to me a name and a praise and a glory 
amongst all the nations." God is going to make Israel, not only His People by their 
conversion, but by their consecration: the priests in their office to the Lord in the 
Old Covenant were consecrated, they were anointed by God. Aaron and his sons 
were consecrated. Consecration means devoted to God, to the Saviour who saved 
them, and consecration is going to become a blessed reality. They are going to be 
a blessing to those with whom they come in contact. God the Son (Emmanu-El) 
is going to become a blessed reality. Israel is going to be a blessing to those with 
whom they come in contact. The Lord God is going to bring this to pass through 
His Word that we are sowing among the Jews in the land of Israel and throughout 
their dispersion among the nations. For not only will Israel be saved, but they are 
going to be consecrated. He is going to challenge the nations of the world, saying: 
"For I am with thee [Israel], saith the Lord, to save thee: though I make a full end 
of all nations [Gentile nations] whither I have scattered thee, yet will I not make 
a full end of thee; but I will correct thee in measure, and will not leave thee 
altogether unpunished" (Jeremiah 30: 11). 

God is just and holy. When Israel is consecrated unto the Lord, no other 
mission will produce more missionaries than the Jewish Nation. When a Jew 
becomes a Christian, he is cast out. The Psalmist tells us: "When my father and 
mother forsake me, then the Lord will take me up" (Psalm 27:10). 

That is very true amongst Jewish Christians. Ninety percent of the converts 
become missionaries because when they become Christians, they are not wanted; 
they are cast out and they are entirely cast upon the Lord. True Jewish Christians 
have been used by the Lord Jesus to bring large numbers of Gentiles, as well 
as Jews, to the Saviour. The following is an example. The man who gave the 
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Bible to China was Samuel Isaac Joseph Schereschewsky, a Jew. He eventually 
became an Archbishop of the Church of England in China. He was used by the 
risen Lord to translate the Bible into a number of Chinese languages and to revise 
the Mandarin Bible for millions of Chinese souls. He was reached by a Hebrew 
New Covenant. 

Think of those Jews in Manhattan and in Tel Aviv identifying themselves with 
the Lord Jesus. This means something to them. The ordinary Jew would oppose 
them and persecute them but a number of them are out for the Messiah. They are 
consecrated and become great evangelists. I was brought to Christ when I was 
young because a Jew spoke to me about my Saviour and Messiah. Remember too 
that the Bible was recorded by Jews, and my Saviour was a Jew. Every true 
Jewish Christian is consecrated: he has to be; he is entirely given over to the Lord, 
and that is what God wants. 

Israel's commission 
God is going to commission Israel as a people and God is preparing the Jews 
for that great task which God will expect them to do. They will become the 
missionaries of the world when the Church of God has gone. The Jewish Nation 
will be commissioned by God to take the Gospel to the millions of the world. The 
Jews are a very linguistic nation. There is no other nation on earth that has access 
to so many languages as the Jewish Nation. In Israel, three languages are now 
compulsory: Hebrew, English and Arabic. When a Jewish young man has finished 
his education, he has access to seven or eight languages. Mr. Ben Gurion, the first 
Prime Minister of the present State of Israel, had a secretary who had the 
command of seventeen languages! This meant that he could carry on diplomatic 
relations in seventeen languages without an interpreter. Today a hundred 
languages are spoken in Israel because one day the Jew is to be commissioned by 
God to bring His Word to the nations. Isaiah 66:19 tells us: "And I will set a sign 
among them, and I will send those that escape of them unto the nations, to 
Tarshish, Pul and Lud, that draw the bow, to Tubal and Javan, to isles afar off, that 
have not heard my fame, neither have seen my glory; and they shall declare my 
glory among the Gentiles [the nations]." 

During the Dispersion, the Jews lived in most of the countries of the world, 
and in that way were being prepared for the future day spoken of in Isaiah 66. 
They have been preserved for that purpose in spite of the bitter treatment they 
have received even from the Christian Church. So when you have an opportunity 
to speak to a Jewish person, don't tell him about Christ, tell him about the 
Messiah. Tell them also that Jesus is the Messiah of Israel: the Messiah that he is 
expecting. At His Second Coming He will also deal with all the nations, as 
Jeremiah 30:11 tells us: "For I am with thee [Israel], saith the Lord, to save thee: 
though I make a full end of all nations whither I have scattered thee, yet will I not 
make a full end of thee: but I will correct thee in measure, and will not leave thee 
altogether unpunished." 
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Did not God make an end of all the nations? Where is Egypt; where is Babylon; 
where is Persia; where is Greece; and where is Rome? All those countries that 
persecuted the Jews have gone under; the Jew is standing at the graveside of every 
nation that persecuted them. Even Britain has been reduced, for we are told in 
Jehovah's promise to Abram: "And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse 
them that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed" 
(Genesis 12:3). 

When the hour of grace closes, God will commission the Jew to take the Gospel 
of the Kingdom to the nations, but a terrible time will befall them before this takes 
place, as Jeremiah 30:7 tells us: "Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: 
it is even the time of Jacob's trouble; but he shall be saved out of it." 

We are living in days when the Jewish People are being prepared. What will 
happen when Israel will be fully commissioned? Isaiah 52:6-7 tells us: "Therefore 
my people shall know my name: therefore they shall know in that day that I am 
he that doth speak: behold, it is I. How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet 
of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings 
of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!" 

---·---

• A TRIPLET OF GRACES • 

Notes of a sermon preached in Trinity Church, Buxton 

The late M. HANDFORD 

"Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord" (Romans 12:11) 

HERE in this chapter is a cluster of exhortations, all of which offer a wealth of 
suggestive thought. The Apostle believed that Christian doctrine was meant to 
influence Christian practice. So, after dealing with the fundamental truth of 
the Gospel, he appends a series of plain, practical teachings. Orthodoxy by itself 
is insufficient. Our text speaks of a life that is really glorifying to God and useful 
to others. 

1. A warning to heed: "not slothful in business" 
We are not to restrict the word "business" to our daily occupations. It is rather a 
direction to be faithful and industrious in the discharge of all our activities. 
"Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might" (Ecclesiastes 9:10). In 
things temporal and spiritual we are to exercise the grace of diligence. We are not 
to indulge in indolence but to exert ourselves. 

Our standards are to be different. Self interest should not be our ruling motive. 
All our service for the Lord should be marked by unflagging zeal. The Gospel 
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teaches the value of time, teaches us to be conscientious. Idleness and Christianity 
do not harmonise. Look again at the example of Christ; at the outset of His earthly 
life He said, "I must be about my Father's business". Later He declared, "I must 
work the works of Him that sent me while it is day". 

We must exercise the homely virtue of diligence if we are to make progress in 
the Christian life. 

2. A direction to follow: "fervent in spirit" 
One writer renders this verse - "never let your zeal flag; maintain the spiritual 
glow". Here is a translation of great insight and beauty. The word "fervent" is the 
word in Greek from which we get our word "enthusiasm". 

Many, alas, confuse enthusiasm with fanaticism; they shun it in religion and go 
to the other extreme of indifference and chilly decorum. Enthusiasm is essential 
to life - nothing worthwhile is done without it. 

The Apostle shows us the true enthusiasm - a steady heat at the centre; the 
inner life aflame. By nature we do not have this fire - the soul must be kindled by 
the Holy Spirit. 

Paul enjoins a fervour which pervades and possesses the entire life- a heavenly 
enthusiasm which comes from intimate companionship with the Lord. 

Many Christians today seem to be at a low ebb - the fire seems to have gone 
out of them. If the fire is to burn brightly certain things may have to be dealt with. 
The Apostle warns for instance about pride (verse 3). How easy it is to over
estimate ourselves. Pride will deaden the Christian life. A proud Christian is a 
contradiction in terms. Then Paul warns against hypocrisy- verse 9. Our inward 
experience must agree with our outward profession. There must be no deceit, 
untruthfulness or falsehood in our lives. 

3. A motive to inspire: "serving the Lord" 

There are many reasons for diligence - the greatness of the work, the brevity of 
life, the tremendous issues which may depend on our service. The supreme reason 
for diligence is what the Lord Jesus Christ has done for us - "the love of Christ 
constraineth us". 

This will make a man bend his will to the task; will stir him to fervour and 
enthusiasm and deliver him from the temptation to perfunctory work. 

We are to consider ourselves at all times the servants of the Lord and do all 
things as in His presence. The Lord's service should be our delight - "whose 
service is perfect freedom". We should heed the apostolic exhortation -
"Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men" (Colossians 
3:23). How can we serve in any other way when we serve such a glorious Master? 

It is, however, only as we maintain the spiritual glow that we can serve with 
untiring zeal. "As I mused the fire kindled" said the Psalmist. There must be 
regular and prayerful feeding upon the Word of God. "Did not our heart burn 
within us, while He talked with us by the way?" (Luke 24:32). 
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"Jesus, confirm my heart's desire, 
To work and speak and think for Thee; 
Still let me guard the holy fire 
And still stir up Thy gift in me." 

---·---

• MADE NIGH BY THE BLOOD 
OF CHRIST • 

Extract from a sermon preached in 1853 

WILLIAM TIPTAFT (1803-1864) 

Supplied by D. L. JAMES (Maidenhead) 

209 

SOME say, "We should like worldly prosperity and great spirituality of mind". Do 
you ever find it in this world ? "They that will be rich fall into temptation and a 
snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts." Is that the way you want to be 
spiritually minded ? Those who were invited to the supper and went not, there was 
nothing to condemn in their engagements and occupation, but in the abuse of 
them, and the too great attachment to them. Who can touch pitch and not be 
defiled? Some say, again, "However much we are in the world, we do not lose our 
spirituality of mind." I should like to know what you were before. You had no 
unction in your soul, and therefore the influences of the world do not deaden you. 
You are, in truth, too dead to be deadened. They will deaden any one who has life 
in his soul. Therefore if you can do worldly things, and they do not deaden your 
soul, I cannot think you were very heavenly minded before. You are worldly 
minded, but you do not know it. The influences of the world are not observed, 
because they come imperceptibly upon you. An evil heart has such a disposition 
to form a wrong judgment. We want wisdom to guide us about everything, 
temporal and spiritual. What a mercy it is to be kept from gross sins as well as 
from abounding errors! And remember the God who keeps you from the one 
keeps you also from the other. You might be led into all manner of error and 
delusion; and what preserves you from it but the mighty power of the grace of 
God? What made you to differ? And who keeps you in that state? If men are 
brought out of error by the power of grace, they must be kept out by that same 
power, or they will be backslidden and will sin against light. How we need to be 
kept from backsliding! Think of the dangers we are in when temptations and 
opportunity come together; and temptation does not put sin into your hearts, but 
only shows what is there. Think of the evil examples by which we are surrounded, 
all leading us to feel our need of God's help, and to pray, "Keep me by Thy grace, 
and enlighten me by Thy Spirit". 
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0 what a mercy it is to know that Christ has died for us and risen for us, to 
know that we have communion with Him and are made nigh to God! Whatever 
your religion may be, if you are destitute of "the root of the matter", it may 
continue for a time, but great worldly prosperity, or some other circumstance, 
arises, and having no root, your religion withers away. Some people say that 
you can prove the perseverance of the saints by about fifty passages of Scripture 
that bear very strongly on the subject. Can you prove it by your experience? 
Are you sure that you would have gone on in the right path if God had not kept 
you there and led you? To prove it by Scripture is one thing; to prove it by 
experience is another. 

What a mercy it is if you are in any way witnesses to the power of true religion! 
Some may say, "We don't want to get to heaven through so many difficulties, but 
in a smooth way". Look at Christ, "a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief'. 
He was harmless and undefiled; yet see what He suffered. And see what people 
will suffer for mere worldly things. A man will go through great hardships and 
trials for a little gold dust, which, after all, cannot make him happy, but "godliness 
with contentment is great gain". It is not godliness with a large trade and a good 
bank account that is great gain; for as a man brought nothing into the world he can 
take nothing out of it. If Christ suffered so much, who was sinless, and if you are 
content to endure hardships from worldly considerations, why should you not 
suffer in your path to heaven? If we "suffer with him" we shall be "glorified 
together". If we wish to share Christ's crown, why should we grumble at bearing 
His cross? Do you covet worldly prosperity? Do you envy any man, dead in sin, 
however rich he may be? Then you are not in a good state. To have envy in your 
heart instead of the love of God, valuing worldly things more than the blood of 
Christ, that is not a good state. God can make you undervalue these things, and 
know they are dross compared with the excellency of the knowledge of Christ. 
None are really rich but those who are made so by the grace of God; and they are 
richer than the richest king or emperor, dead in sins. 

--·--
• THE DEVOTIONAL LIFE 

IS ALMOST CROWDED OuT • 

The late A. W. TOZER 

"And that ye study to be quiet, and to do your own business ... that ye may 
walk honestly toward them that are without" (1 Thessalonians 4:11-12) 

WE Christians must simplify our lives or lose untold treasures on earth and in 
eternity! Modem civilisation is so complex as to make the devotional life all but im
possible, multiplying distractions and beating us down by destroying our solitude. 
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"Commune with your heart upon your bed and be still" is a wise and healing 
counsel, but how can it be followed in this day of the newspaper, the mobile 
phone, the internet, the radio and television and the computer? These modem 
playthings, like pet tiger cubs, have grown so large and dangerous that they 
threaten to devour us all. No spot is now safe from the world's intrusion. 

One way the civilised world destroys men is by preventing them from thinking 
their own thoughts. Our "vastly improved methods of communication", of which 
the shortsighted boast so loudly, now enable a few men in strategic centres to feed 
into millions of minds alien thought stuff, ready-made and pre-digested. 

The need for solitude and quietness was never greater than it is today. Even the 
majority of Christians are so completely conformed to this age that they, too, want 
things the way they are. 

However, there are some of God's children who have had enough. They want 
to return to the ways of solitude and simplicity and gain the infinite riches of the 
interior life. They want to discover the blessedness of what has been called 
"spiritual aloneness" - a discipline that will go far in making us acquainted with 
God and our own souls! 

---·---

• BOOK REVIEWS • 

Editor's Note: We live, regretfully, in a day when most evangelicals have abandoned tiJe Authorised 
(King James) Version of the Bible. Rather, therefore, than ceasing to review most books, we try to 
warn readers by stating if the book uses another version of the Bible. The position of the Gospel 
Magazine remains true to the AV as the best text and translation, in beautiful and formative English. 
That we name another translation does not mean. we endorse it. 

The Death of the Saviour. Richard D. Phillips. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 104, 
paperback. £5.75. ISBN 978 84871 158 7. 

The focus of this book is upon John 19:13-42. It opens by explaining that John's purpose in 
relation to the events of Good Friday is not to repeat information recorded elsewhere, such as 
Simon of Cyrene being compelled to assist in the carrying of the cross. Instead, he includes 
additional eye-witness details to emphasise the twin theme of God's sovereignty and Christ's 
willing submission. 

The author makes many profound points. For instance, he observes that John gives very little 
attention to "the grisly details" of Christ's suffering (p. 6), which is also true of the other 
gospels. There is a view around today that the graphic depiction of Christ's suffering can be 
used as an evangelical tool. This is not borne out by Scripture. The author concedes that the 
original readers of the Gospels would have had first-hand knowledge of what crucifixion 
entailed; nevertheless, the Divine inspiration of Scripture is such that what is written is sufficient 
for faith for all generations, as John makes clear in John 20:31. Therefore, although this 
book provides some passing comments about the nature of crucifixion, the details do not 
become disproportionate. 

The Bible's reticence becomes clearer as the author explains the significance of other 
matters, such as Jesus being taken outside the city to die, and of His carrying of the cross. 
Indeed there seems to be no limit to what can be learnt, not least from the languages used for 
the inscription above Christ's head. 
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This is such an excellent book that, unless one is careful, this review could simply consist of 
a list of everything that held this reviewer's attention . Of course, there will always be matters 
here and there that a reader may query. In this reviewer's case, it was the question of limited 
atonement on which a more in-depth discussion would have been welcomed. Similarly one 
could not see why the suggestion that John uses Roman time (see John 19: 14) rather than 
Jewish time is regarded as being neither successful nor necessary in reconciling his account 
with the other Gospels. But leaving these issues aside, there is such a wealth of material for 
prayerful meditation between these pages that there is no doubt in this reviewer's mind that 
this book is very well worth buying. P.C.M. 

Ernest Kevan. Paul Brown. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 312, paperback. £8.00. ISBN 978 
l 84871 156 3. 

This book is really two well-told stories merging into one. Firstly Kevan's life from his childhood 
in a happy, united Christian home - loyal to the Strict Baptist tradition. One sees how far 
denominational apartness was then , when young Ernest's father requested that the boy be 
excused from Chapel sessions at Dulwich College - they followed an Anglican format; 
the Head agreed -the boy could sit out of chapel with the Muslims, Hindus and Jews. Kevan 
senior had second thoughts! The relationship in those days may perhaps be described as 
"courteous antipathy"! 

Secondly we trace the earliest conception of the present London School of Theology in the 
mid 1930 till its 1960's maturity as the London Bible College in Marylebone. 

After leaving school early, Kevan studied privately for his matriculation, for a BD (the first 
ever among Strict Baptists) and his MTh. This gives some idea of the self-discipline of the man. 
But it was mixed with a pastoral warmth and attention to detail. 

Kevan undertook several Baptist pastorates, each one more "open" in its theology than the 
previous one. He was a gifted evangelist among children as well as to the ordinary working 
man. Though he left behind the more restrictive elements of the Strict Baptist movement, he 
never resigned from what is now seen as that "denomination", but he did join the much wider 
Baptist Union as well. However Kevan remained loyal to the SB's doctrine of election -that 
God holds the major initiative in a person's conversion. He firmly denied the simplistic corollary 
- that some must therefore be elected to damnation! As a Calvinist he denied that Calvin 
taught the latter. Nevertheless he expounded that due weight must be given to God's grace 
and God's law (his PhD subject) . 

From early part-time beginnings toward the end of WW II, Kevan headed the young London 
Bible College. His life was a model of loving care and discipline, of an example of preaching 
and pastoralia, mellowed by his approachability and sense of humour. As well as the UK 
pastoral ministry, students came from and went to all parts of the world . 

As the College moved into a new building in 1958, opinion among what we would now call 
Conservative Evangelicals was divided as regards the value of university degrees in theology. 
It was plain that there were few theological scholars among their number; one bishop 
commented that evangelicals were "taught by ignoramuses and disciplined by obscurantists". 
Some felt that time taken on study for academic degrees would be better spent on straight 
biblical content. Kevan saw clearly that without the rigour and depth of degree studies, even 
the mildest defence among more liberal elements would be impossible. Moreover the university 
course required no subscription whatever with liberal views, though some of the textbooks 
expressed such. 

Kevan sought a working partnership across denominations; he encouraged students to visit 
churches other than their own, to listen to preachers with whom they might disagree, and to 
discuss difficult theological issues with each other in a spirit of charity. 

Ernest Kevan's "memorial" is the present London School of Theology near Harrow. 
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Paul Brown's book is a refreshing, readable overview of God's leading step by step of a 
spiritual leader and of a globally renowned college. The two seemed inseparable till Ernest 
Kevan passed into eternity. An excellent book and a good buy. D.H. 

The Scriptural Role of Women in the Church of Christ. Rt. Rev. Dr. J. Barry 
Shucksmith. Christian Watch. pp. 26, booklet. Price not available. Obtainable from Christian 
Watch, CW Resources, PO Box 3268, Leamington Spa CY32 6YA • email: 
i nfo@ch risti a nwatch. net 

In this 26 page booklet published by Christian Watch, Dr. Shucksmith begins by asking the 
question, "Should women hold office as pastors, teachers or bishops?". This question is an issue 
which is in danger of causing the Church of England to implode, so it is important that we are 
given a biblical overview of what the Bible teaches. As a woman, I found this booklet thought 
provoking and informative and appreciated the way the topic was handled by Dr. Shucksmith . 

He goes into the background of how women came to be ordained in the Church of England 
and charts the sad decisions made by the politically correct lobby to drive the measure through. 
They achieved this by rejecting the Word of God in favour of being "up to date" and "modern". 
There is too much emphasis on "feeling" and "thinking" and not enough emphasis on obeying 
the commandments of God and he says that God's work must be done in God's way to obtain 
the blessing . 

Dr. Shucksmith then considers the biblical teaching about women in the church. He 
highlights the fact that few doubt the ability of women to do the work of an ordained minister 
but God in His wisdom has already given the criteria for ministry in His Word and the Church 
ignores this at its peril. He goes on to look at women and prophecy in the New Testament and 
the fact that women were highly and respectfully treated by the Lord Jesus Christ. This was 
against the prevailing mood of the times and was revolutionary in terms of membership of 
Christ's church as men and women are equal in God's sight. But the fact remains that in God's 
Word, the headship of the home and church is given to the man . He then describes the many 
and varied roles women can and do play in the church and family, such as prayer, serving 
ministries, ministry among children, and bearing witness to those amongst whom they live. Let 
us not forget also those wives who give unfailing support to their husbands so that they are free 
to carry out the role ordained for them by God. These are fulfilling roles in themselves and this 
persistence in wanting to abrogate the role of men is part of 21st century culture and has 
nothing to do with what God says in His Word . Dr. Shucksmith quotes Bishop Ryle: "The world's 
idea of greatness is to rule, but Christian greatness consists in serving." 

This booklet is a useful and interesting overview of the present crisis within the Church of 
England and it would make a useful aid to Bible study, either in a group or for a personal study. 
It also serves to emphasise the main difficulty in getting those who are not in agreement to 
understand the Biblical position. There are those, like Dr. Shucksmith, who believe that the 
Bible is the Word of God and there are those who believe that the Bible contains the Word of 
God . Those who believe the latter are then able to abandon any parts of the Bible they do not 
want to accept. We should not be surprised by this- it goes back to the work of Satan in the 
Garden of Eden when he said to Eve, "hath God said?" and this undermining of, and 
disobedience to God's Word, continues today to the detriment of the Church. G .M. 

The Tender Heart. Richard Sibbes. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 88, paperback. £3.25. 
ISBN 978 184871 105 1. 

This little book is part of the Pocket Puritan set issued by the Banner of Truth Trust and is the 
first sermon in a four part series by Richard Sibbes entitled "Josiah's Reformation" . 

The book starts with a short biography by Michael Reeves of the life of Richard Sibbes and 
his Christ-centred theology. He was born in 1577 and became a tutor at Cambridge at the age 
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of 24. He sought to place Puritan preachers in church teaching posts around the country and 
personally nurtured a number of young ministers, including Jeremiah Burroughs. In his 
introduction, Michael Reeves quotes from Spurgeon, who said of Sibbes, "He never wastes the 
student's time, he scatters pearls and diamonds with both hands". 

The book is a reprint of Sibbe's sermon on Josiah based on 2 Chronicles 34 :26-27. He talks 
of Josiah being a man with "an upright heart" and how he listened to the message from the 
prophet the Lord sent to answer Josiah's enquiries. He then brings out an application for our 
benefit- that God graciously fits prophets for persons and His Word to people that are upright 
in their heart. Throughout the book, Sibbes gives an application from the message to 
encourage us to apply the truth to our hearts. 

He describes the tender heart as being pliable, sensible and yielding "a fit temper, indeed 
for a heart wrought on by the Spirit" . He says that as children of God, we all should have such 
hearts so that the work of God can be effectual in our lives. 

He reminds us that God has promised to dwell in such a heart and that this fits man for the 
end for which he was created. He points out that a tender heart is not part of our nature but 
is given by God so that we can have fellowship and communion with Him and seek to show 
His love to others. He warns those of a hard heart to repent and describes it as "a wretched 
estate of a heart contrary, that is not tender and will not yield". 

Although Sibbes wrote many years ago, his writing is just as relevant today and he uses 
beautiful phraseology to bring his message home. To quote just one- "As when things are cold 
we bring them to the fire to heat and melt, so we bring our cold hearts to the fire of the love 
of Christ" . 

This is one of a series of pocket-size Puritan books and it has certainly made me want to 
look at others in the series. It would be ideal for new Christians today who probably would see 
a Puritan book as "heavyweight" . This book is not heavyweight, either from its size or its 
content, and it would make a good introduction to the works of the Puritans to deepen the faith 
of a new Christian. G.M. 

Engaging with Martyn Lloyd-Jones. Andrew Atherstone and David Ceri Jones. Apollos, 
an imprint of lnterVarsity Press. pp. 376, paperback. £16.99. ISBN 978 184474 553 1. 

This eleven chapter symposium by evangelical scholars is gripping. The chapters are well 
written and clear and give a portrait of "The Doctor" himself- yes, but you learn more about 
them than him. Some of the evangelicals quoted from the Church of England, should not be 
allowed as such . There is a "u" extra on page 296. A reviewer, if he is to do justice to a book, 
ought to know the whole of the life and times here covered . Few men alive today claim that? 
I must restrict comment to what I know. 

The sketch of the state of evangelicalism between the Wars reminds me of a disciple of the 
Apostle John who said that he would rather hear someone talk who had seen our Lord in 
action, than read about it. As a boy in the war years, I heard the grown-ups talk of the men 
who had fought through those years for the Truth as it is in Christ Jesus. Our old Vicar, to whom 
my father was Curate, had been a Curate of J. C. Ryle, and hailed from the same heartland 
of South Wales as Dr. Lloyd-Jones. Anyone who reads an incident he himself was involved in 
reported in print, will soon disagree. 

Knowing the vast damage done in the first half of the century by the loss of the lead by 
Protestant Churchmen in scholarship, and its replacement by the so-called scholarship of the 
Higher Criticism and Anglo-Catholicism, I would take issue with the idea that too much 
emphasis was being placed on scholarship. To be effective in answering, the acceptance that 
recognised academic achievement brings was highly necessary. George Adam Smith, the 
Higher Critic, was nearly correct when he said, "the war is won ; it only remains to settle the 
reparations". Dr. Martyn Lloyd -Jones, though he warned freely against making scholarship 
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central, at the same time came over to me as a listener in the pew, as in favour of scholarship 
by indubitable scholars, but to be kept from parade, and subordinated wholly to the Word of 
God . He came over as "one of us". 

What do I mean? I remember reading elsewhere that he said he was doing very well, with 
excellent career prospects and a wife and family, gaining academic acceptance - in a word, 
on the drift- when he heard a Salvation Army band holding an open air meeting as he came 
out of a London place of entertainment one afternoon. He said, "I said to myself, those are my 
people, not these", and he acted on that. I was surprised not to find this quoted. 

Remembering listening to his address delivered at the opening of the London Bible College 
Laing building, I doubt if most of us present went away with any other thought than that it was 
a timely warning of a pitfall to be avoided. The central point he made was that anything man 
founds turns to its opposite, with apposite examples. That it was a salvo in a cold war he was 
now abusing hospitality by turning into open warfare, culminating in the founding of another 
college in Finchley, seems like reading back into an event. 

If you pick up a Banner volume of Dr. Lloyd-Jones on Ephesians, you will look in vain for 
his sermon on Roman Catholicism. I was told, and believe, that it was suppressed by one of 
the men behind "Engaging". That speaks volumes. Though the missing sermon is quoted from 
in the chapters on him as a Protestant, they fall short of a hearty acceptance of his Reformation 
position on Rome. Academics see both sides of any question, so can fail to stand up straight 
for the Truth . Everything is "a point of view", quite unlike the Saviour's outspoken boldness and 
zeal. Lloyd-Jones, as I have read and heard him preach, was plain, bold and decisive. He 
could be sure of his ground and speak definitely because all arose from careful Spirit-filled 
exposition of Scripture. E.M. 

No Moss - A Mission Journey Round the Globe. David Huntley. Genesis Books, 
Armour Publishing Pte Ltd., Kent Ridge Post Office, PO Box 1193, Singapore 11107. £8.99. 
ISBN 13 978 981 4305 88 4. 

David has the gift of writing of childhood and youth with their fresh-eyed wonder and 
optimism, yet that discern the hard reality of parents, school teachers and other adults who 
impinge. He keeps up the suspense, showing brief glimpses of what lies ahead, and brings 
home his message clearly for anyone seeking the Lord's will for their life. As one reviewer said, 
"his memory is elephantine" . 

He traces his life from childhood in Croydon, growing up through the war years, separated 
from his parents by evacuation to llfracombe, where he moved from family to family, hearing 
the Gospel from an American Elim Pastor and his wife. One gets the feeling those formative 
years were not the happiest, but vital training for a life of constant change and travel. 

Crusader Class, and St. Joseph's College, a strongly Roman Catholic school, followed by 
starting work with the railways just as they were nationalised, were the means God used to 
prepare him . He rose in position from ticket clerk in the railways, in their run-down post-war 
condition, offering little of a future, but he showed stamina and stayed, still attending 
Crusaders, and travelling with free concession tickets. 

At 18 came National Service with the Royal Engineers, involving travel, Singapore and 
Malaysia, then back to the railways and to British Rail's office in New York. The call to the Far 
East gradually grows stronger throughout this whole time, and ends with joining OMF, London 
Bible College and a degree. 

You will have to read the book to find out about his return to the Far East for the next 37 
years, including marriage to Ruth, his Australian artist wife, their work, and travels in his radio 
work from Singapore to Hong Kong, and even to Kenya, and about their gifted family. David 
obtained an MTh from Fuller, USA, and a Doctorate in missions which included researching 
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the whole CIM archives. God can do much with a life that shows a cheerful and thoughtful faith 
in Him and His promises. 

It is an inspiration to anyone setting out who is hesitant over accepting the Lord's call to 
serve Him, or concerned about God's faithfulness in providing along the way. Naturally, the 
future looks much brighter to David with such a world-wide outlook, and less attachment to 
old paths and landmarks, than it would to most of us whose call is to the UK scene today. 
Gently but accurately written, although the only part I can check from being there is -
understandably- not quite accurate. E.M. 

Please obtain any books reviewed or advertised from your local Christian bookshop, 
as we regretfully are not in a position to supply your requirements. 
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ADVANCE NOTICE .. OF SUBSCRIPTION INCREASE 
effective from January/February 2.013 Issue 

The trustees of the Gospel Magazine have regretfully agreed to~ increase the 
cost of an annual subscription from £5.50 to £8.50 with effect from 
the January/February 2013 issue. As most of our readers are aware, the 
subs"cription rate has remained at its present level for several years, despite 
many postage andproduction increases. This year of 2012 saw a particularly 
large .increase in mailing costs. We much value our readers' support, 
particularly those who have consistently donated moneys above the 
subscription rate. We commend our work to our supporters' prayers and trust 
that they will understand why the envisaged increase has been necessary. 


