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Editorial

‘And when the fowls came down upon the carcases, Abram drove them away.’ Genesis 15:11

The Lord had commanded Abraham to 
prepare a sacrifice. ‘Take me an heifer of 

three years old, and a she goat of three years old, 
and a ram of three years old, and a turtledove 
and a young pigeon’ v 9. Abraham did, and 
divided the three animals in half, and laid out 
a bloody alleyway, with half-carcasses on each 
side, in pairs, with the two birds opposite each 
other but undivided. Why was he commanded 
so to do? Because he had sought the Lord’s 
confirmation concerning the promise of seed, 
v 2. This promise had first come to him when 
he lived at Haran, 12:1f. Abraham had lived 
in the light and hope of this promise from then 
on, travelling all the way from Mesopotamia 
to Canaan, forsaking family and home, and 
all that he knew, in order to obey the call of 
God. He had travelled through the land, 
and become wealthy and famous, although 
as yet he did not possess so much as a hand-
ful of Canaan’s soil; all his wealth was port-
able and mobile, for he owned no land there.

The promise of seed was of the uttermost 
importance to Abraham, as it is to us, for this 
promise continued the one first revealed by 
the Lord God to Adam and Eve in the day of 
their rebellion, Genesis 3:15. It is a promise 
which was finally fulfilled at the Incarnation, 
and through to the substitutionary death and 
glorious resurrection of our blessed Saviour 
Jesus Christ. It is a promise of such glory and 
mercy that it deserves our closest attention. 
But as Abraham’s experience teaches, our 
obedience to the will of God is not without its 
share of opposition from the sinful world in 
which we live.

When the Lord Jesus Christ was born of 
the virgin Mary, he faced great opposition. 
This began with the attitude of Herod to the 
news that the king of the Jews had been born. 
That opposition manifested itself in the com-
mand to kill all the male infants at Bethlehem, 
Herod thereby hoping to catch the new-born 
king in the net. When our Lord began his 
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ministry he faced all kinds of opposition. The 
self-appointed guardians of orthodoxy were 
highly suspicious of his doctrine, for they did 
not consider it as fitting with their understand-
ing of God’s purposes, but were incapable of 
thinking that perhaps they were wrong. Some 
who came to Jesus for help were left unhelped, 
not because of any deficiency in our Lord, but 
because, like the rich young ruler, they were 
full of pride. Many would not come at all, since 
they lacked faith to trust in Jesus Christ. Some 
wilfully misinterpreted his words and his ac-
tions, and accused him of being in league with 
the devil. Others again accused him of being 
illegitimate, of being disloyal to his nation, 
and of blaspheming the God of their fathers. 
How hard it must have been for those who 
trusted in Jesus Christ, to see such opposition 
from men they had been taught to respect.

When our Lord was before Pilate, those 
important men stirred up the crowd against 
him, and when he hung on the cross they 
mocked him pitilessly. When he died and was 
buried they demanded that a watch be set to 
prevent his disciples stealing away his body 
and pretending he had risen from the dead. 
When he did rise from the dead they both 
spread lies about it, and then imprisoned and 
sought to silence any who claimed to have seen 
him after the resurrection. In short, the oppo-
sition faced by our Lord was constant, high-
level and determined. The fowls of the air did 
indeed descend upon the sacrifice, and made 
every effort to render it worthless, at least in 
the eyes and minds of men, the very men for 
whom Christ had suffered.

We who have benefitted from the atoning 

death and glorious resurrection of our Lord 
Jesus Christ know that we are to live in the 
light of our salvation. Our lives are to show 
forth the work of regeneration in us, as we 
bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, and as we 
live in the love of Jesus Christ, and in the light 
of his word. Yet there is nothing we do which 
is not attacked by the fowls of the air. No act 
of service, no act of love, no gracious word we 
speak, is free from the corrupting effects of sin. 
Whether it is pride, or a lack of love for our 
brethren, or a weakness of faith in us, we taint 
and corrupt everything we do. We need to 
be on our guard, and to be prepared to drive 
away the fowls that would settle on the sacri-
fice. This means we need to watch our mo-
tives, the thoughts of our hearts, and the at-
titudes of our minds, in everything we do. As 
Christians we know that nothing we say, do or 
think should be done without it being a service 
to the Lord. We are not to attempt to separate 
any part of our lives from our Christian faith. 
Yet such is the corrupting effect of sin that this 
is precisely what we attempt, and then we al-
low the fowls to settle on the sacrifice.

The virtues and graces of the Christian 
life, those evidences of our faith, are the con-
sequences of Christ’s saving work applied to 
us. As such they are bound to face opposition. 
Let us not be the source of that opposition, but 
let us guard with care the words of our mouth 
and the meditations of our heart, that we may 
offer the acceptable sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving to God our Father, and to our 
blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Let us 
be jealous for his name, and let us honour him 
at all times.

God brings a soul out of  spiritual Egypt by his converting grace. That is the day of  his power, 
wherein he makes the soul willing to come out of  Satan’s clutches. Now when the saint is upon his 
march, all the country riseth upon him: how shall this poor creature pass the pikes, and get safely 
by all his enemies’ borders? God himself  enfolds him in the arms of  his everlasting strength, which 
are those eagles’ wings upon which the saints are both tenderly and securely conveyed to glory.

William Gurnall

A Sermon
by ThE EdiToR

‘And the Lord will create upon every dwelling place of mount Zion, and upon her assemblies, a cloud and 
smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming fire by night: for upon all the glory shall be a defence.’ (Isaiah 4:5)

The opening chapters of Isaiah’s prophecy 
are full of dire warnings, threats of judge-
ment, plain condemnations of various sins—
and wonderfully gracious promises of help for 
those who will turn to the Lord in repentance. 
The first chapter, with its plain description of 
the nation’s condition, as that of a body so full 
of sickness and disease that the physician can 
declare, ‘there is no soundness in it’, goes on 
to show both the nature of that corruption in 
religious as well as social life, and the will of 
God for his people, that they should repent of 
their sins and be clean. Then, in chapter 2, the 
prophet exhorts the people with a description 
of Christ’s kingdom, before showing them that 
the Lord has forsaken his people because of 
their sins. The chapter ends with a warning 
concerning the coming great and terrible day 
of the Lord. In chapter 3 the Lord shows how 
puts a difference between the righteous and the 
wicked, v 10, before returning to a general de-
scription of sin and the punishments it earns. 
Then again, in chapter 4, Isaiah returns to 
the glorious theme of Christ’s kingdom, with 
its blessings and security. The language used 
is most instructive. He says, v 2, that Christ, 
the branch of the Lord, will be beautiful and 
glorious. The fruit of the earth will likewise 
be excellent and comely. The remnant will 
be called ‘holy’, once the Lord has purged the 
people by water and fire. Then, as we come to 
the words of our text, we are told that the Lord 
will create fire and cloud to be upon every 
house and every congregation within the holy 
Zion. These will be for a glory and a defence. 
The Lord will also provide a tabernacle for 
shelter from sun, wind and storm.

We cannot help but notice that these final 

images, for the cloud and fire, and of the tab-
ernacle, are taken directly from Israel’s wil-
derness wanderings. The time will come, says 
the prophet, when the Lord will again provide 
the pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire 
by night. These, you will no doubt recall, were 
given for leadership and for shelter, that the 
Egyptians could not come near the camp of 
Israel because of them. He then adds to this a 
new tabernacle, wherein all may shelter safely 
from whatever harm comes over them.

Given that there can be no harm to any of 
Christ’s redeemed in heaven, we have to take 
this as being descriptive of the situation into 
which God is pleased to bring his Church, that 
which is sometimes referred to as the Church 
militant, distinguished from the Church tri-
umphant.

What, then, is being promised, and how 
may we be strengthened and encouraged by 
the promise?

1. Note, first, the context of the hope
When we speak of the blessings of the Lord 
upon his Church, or the blessings of heaven 
that await, we need to beware a danger, that 
of setting before people a desirable situation 
to which they have neither right nor title. In 
short, it is most unwise to set before unbeliev-
ers the promises of glory without first explain-
ing their present situation. Many have been 
encouraged to come to Christ without ever 
being told that they must come as those who 
flee for refuge. Many have no understanding 
of their danger by nature, that they are the 
children of disobedience, vessels fitted for de-
struction, without Christ, being aliens from 
the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers 

Editorial



The Gospel Magazine 165164 

from the covenants of promise, having no 
hope, and without God in the world. Their 
sins do not trouble them because they have 
knowledge of sin, and so have no guilt. Their 
coming to Christ, therefore, such as it is, is on 
a false premiss, that they may add to their al-
ready good lives some extra part which will 
improve their lives. Those, on the other hand, 
who heard Isaiah, could be left in no such 
state. Here, the prophet lays bare the sins of 
the nation. He exposes their faults, their rebel-
lions, their corruptions. No fig-leaf is permit-
ted to them, behind which they may preserve 
their modesty. Neither their religion nor their 
persons are acceptable to the holy God. They 
have no protection from the wrath to come, 
for no other reason than that they have so an-
gered the Lord that he has vowed to punish 
them. Judgement must fall, and it always be-
gins at the house of God, and Judah, for all her 
sins, remained the house of God. She was the 
chosen race—or, at least, the remnant of it. 
She was heir to the covenants with Abraham 
and David. She was the line through whom 
Messiah must come. Yet her sins so cried out 
for vengeance that the Lord must deal with his 
elect people according to his holy justice.

For Judah the exposure of her sins comes 
without excuse. Consider her recent his-
tory. She had been blessed with the Davidic 
kings. Once the kingdom divided in the days 
of Rehoboam only Judah remained loyal to 
the covenant line. Judah then watched as her 
brethren to the north fell into idolatry and all 
manner of open wickedness. For this, the Lord 
brought trouble after trouble, and eventually 
caused the northern tribes to be removed from 
the land. In all this the north was itself without 
excuse. Various prophets were raised up, and 
the nation was shown time and again the folly 
of rebelling against the Lord. Judah saw what 
happened when the children of Israel turned 
away from the Lord their God. They saw how 
divine justice was meted out.

In all this, Judah did not behave with per-
fect holiness. From time to time her kings, as 
well as her people, rebelled against the Lord. 

She too was sent prophets with words of warn-
ing, and threats of judgement. From time to 
time she too suffered defeats and ignominies 
as the Lord sought to alert her to the perils of 
her idolatry and wickedness. The accounts in 
Kings and Chronicles are plain. Although, on 
the whole, Judah behaved better than Israel, 
they fell very far short of perfect obedience. 
Such was the extent of her sins that the Lord 
first threatened and then promise judgement.

It is no kindness to spare people the truth. 
If we fail to warn unbelievers of the wrath to 
come we are like that watchman on the city 
wall who, seeing the enemy approaching, 
makes no attempt to alert the people. Whether 
or not they would be able to defend themselves 
successfully is not the overriding factor in the 
watchman’s decision. It is not for him to say, 
they will never beat this lot, so I might as well 
let them sleep on in peace until it is too late. 
No, it is his duty to awaken the people to their 
danger. That is his calling, his responsibility, 
his honour. These days, if a person goes to the 
doctor with a complaint, and the result of in-
vestigation is that they have a terminal condi-
tion, it seems that there is a great reluctance to 
give the patient the facts. People are fobbed off 
with vague hints, or with outright lies. It seems 
that part of the reason for this is a genuine fear 
that, should the doctor be wrong in the diag-
nosis, the patient will sue. But there is anoth-
er, more serious problem. Death is no longer 
viewed as the solemn occasion it is. People are 
not longer given warning to prepare them-
selves and their affairs for what they must face. 
Instead, people are encouraged to think that 
they have all the time in the world. Death is 
kept behind closed doors, and those affected 
by it are required to adopt a party spirit, and 
to ‘celebrate the life’ of the deceased, rather 
than mourn the loss of a loved one, in the sure 
and certain knowledge that the fact of death is 
a constant reminder of the seriousness of sin.

When we tell people the truth of their spir-
itual condition we are unlikely to be thanked. 
Indeed, we may very well find ourselves being 
opposed, and our statements being rejected. 

Such is the pride of man that being told we 
are sinners is wholly unacceptable. By na-
ture we wish only to be told how good we are, 
how wise and pleasant. We need to learn to 
see ourselves with spiritual eyes, and we will 
only learn to do this if we look in a faithful 
mirror, and do so with our eyes opened. The 
mirror given to us is the word of God. Here 
we have the plain portrait of human nature, 
‘warts and all’. No blushes are spared. No 
excuse is permitted. No vanity goes unpunc-
tured. The word of God operates as a mirror 
when it shows us our true nature, not the one 
we pretend to have, as being good and up-
right citizens, whose standard of morality is 
at least as good as our neighbour’s, and who, 
therefore, have nothing to fear from God. The 
word does this in the Law, which sets before 
us the perfect standard required of the Lord 
before he will consider a person to be holy or 
righteous. The word does this when it shows 
us how those who fall below the standard re-
quired by the Lord must come before him, re-
penting of their sins, and offering the required 
sacrifices to make propitiation for those sin. 
How many of our hearers, from among those 
who will admit to being less than perfect, will 
add that they have a true understanding of 
the necessity of making peace with God? The 
Scripture shows us that we must. But again, 
the word also acts as a mirror when it shows us 
that there is nothing we can do by ourselves to 
make up for our sins. No amount of staring in 
the mirror will make a filthy person clean. No 
amount of squinting will make an ugly person 
beautiful. No amount of looking will make a 
dead person live. The mirror shows us what we 
are, without having the power, of itself, to help 
us to change. This is why the Scripture also 
sets before us the glorious Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and makes him the hope of all 
mankind, if only they will come to him on his 
terms. This is why we need to preach Christ, 
and him crucified, that those who have been 
told the truth of their condition will not fall 
into despair, but will instead throw themselves 
on the mercy of God in Jesus the Saviour.

2. Note, secondly, the hope set forth
It is into this situation that the prophet is sent. 
It is after he has exposed Judah’s true condi-
tion that the word of hope, the word of life, is 
preached. In this way he teaches his hearers to 
desire what he sets before them, that they may 
learn to cry, ‘Men and brethren, what shall we 
do?’ Hear what the prophet declared.

i. First, he shows that the hope set 
before Judah is the work of God. ‘And 
the Lord…’, he says, so that they may know 
from whom and by whom their hope comes. 
The world is full of people who look for hope 
where there is no hope, and trust in those who 
have no power to save. This is as true of the 
founders and teachers of false religion as it is 
of philosophers who oppose worldly wisdom 
against the truth of God. It is as true of those 
who advocate certain lifestyles as being the 
path to fulfilment as it is those who trust in 
politicians and earthly powers to save them. 
Judah was assumed to be trusting in Egypt, 
36:6,10, and it may be that some of her princes 
really believed that Egypt could save them 
from the Assyrians. Isaiah knew that only 
God could save, and here he is careful to leave 
them in doubt as to who their saviour is. ‘And 
the Lord…’. It is God alone who can deliver 
his people from the terrible effects of their sin.

ii. Next, he shows them what the 
Lord will do. He will ‘create … a cloud and 
smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming 
fire by night’. This cloud and fire are of course 
reminiscent of the pillar of fire and of cloud 
which shielded Israel in her flight from Egypt, 
as already mentioned. Let us consider them in 
a little more detail. In Exodus 13:21 we read 
that ‘The Lord went before them by day in 
a pillar of cloud, to lead them in the way; and 
by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; 
to go by day and night.’ The following verse 
tells us these two pillars were not removed 
from before the people. Now, since it would 
be foolish to try to interpret the cloud and the 
fire in Isaiah differently from the interpreta-

A Sermon on Isaiah 4:5
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tion given in Exodus, we can proceed to make 
some comments.

a) What we have in Isaiah is a plain state-
ment that the Lord will both guide, protect 
and enlighten his people. As to guidance, we 
may say that the Lord will always lead his peo-
ple in the path of righteousness. We are never 
left to guess the way, but if we will humble 
ourselves before the Lord and his word, and 
abandon our own wills and opinions to his, 
he will always show us where to go. He does 
this through the inner prompting of his Holy 
Spirit, by the teaching of his word, and by the 
providential way in which he opens and closes 
doors before us if we walk in faith. Some may 
say, would it not be easier to have a pillar of 
fire and of cloud, rather than such subjective 
things which are open to misinterpretation? 
But how can it be? The Lord is not doubtful 
in his speaking, but is plain and clear. If we 
feel that our particular needs are not being 
dealt with in the Scriptures, it may be that our 
particular needs are not legitimate, and we 
ought to give them up in favour of more im-
portant concerns. The needs of the sheep are 
few and simple; green pastures in which to lie, 
and still waters by which to walk. The sheep 
need one to lead them through the valley of 
the shadow of death, wherein they will fear no 
evil because their Shepherd protects with his 
rod and his staff. If we are content, like sheep, 
to receive only what the Lord, in his merciful 
providence, has prepared for us, we will find 
all the guidance we need. Jesus Christ, using 
the language of a shepherd to describe his re-
lationship to the sheep, spoke on many occa-
sions of the good he does to his own, who fol-
low where he leads. Let us be led by our Lord 
Jesus Christ.

b) Next, as to protection, the pillar of cloud 
may have betrayed the location of Israel to the 
Egyptians, but at the same time it hid them 
from their enemies. None could see into the 
cloud, and so all on whom it settled were safe, 
as if they could not be seen. So all who shelter 
in Jesus Christ are safe from the attacks of the 
evil one, from his fiery darts, his malice, and 

his wiles. Likewise the pillar of fire by night 
protected Israel, in that no enemy could hope 
to sneak up under the cover of darkness. ‘God 
is light, and in him is no darkness at all’ (I 
John 1:5), and those who hide themselves in 
Christ are also in the light. The great darkness 
from which we need to be hidden is that same 
darkness from which Israel fled—the darkness 
of the house of bondage. When we were the 
slaves of sin we lay in land of the shadow of 
death, and until the light shined on us we were 
in mortal danger. Sin corrupted our natures, 
sin was the very stuff of our thoughts, words 
and deeds, and death was the end or goal of 
all we did. We may not have known that the 
wages of sin is death, but ignorance does not 
remove the penalty. We were lost, and without 
hope, until Jesus Christ became our hiding-
place, our shelter from the stormy blast, our 
refuge from the full and horrible consequenc-
es of our sins. The protection he gives is sold; 
‘None can pluck them from my Father’s hand.’ 
We are secure, because the Lord Jesus Christ 
is ours, and we are his.

c) Finally, as to enlightenment, we know that 
the word of God is a lamp unto our feet, and 
a light unto our path. ‘The entrance of thy 
words giveth light; it giveth understanding 
unto the simple’ (Psalm 119:130). Our Lord 
Jesus Christ declared, ‘The light of the body is 
the eye: therefore when thine eye is single, thy 
whole body also is full of light; but when thine 
eye is evil, thy body also is full of darkness’ 
(St Luke 11:34). Where shall we find the true 
light? ‘[ John] was sent to bear witness of that 
Light. That was the true Light, which lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world’ (St 
John 1:8–9). Thus the testimony of John, and 
of the apostles and prophets, points us to the 
light, who is Jesus Christ. What, principally, 
does the light show us? ‘The Word was made 
flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father,) full of grace and truth’ (St John 1:14). 
That is, when we come to the light, it is not 
primarily that we may see ourselves, but that 
we may see Jesus Christ, in the fulness of his 

majesty and glory, who is even now sat at the 
right hand of the Father in heavenly places. It 
is only as we have a right view of Jesus Christ 
that we can hope to have a right understand-
ing of all the other mysteries of life. Indeed, it 
is true to say that life ceases to be so mysteri-
ous for those who have come to Christ, who 
walk in the light, and who follow the leading 
of the Spirit, being sheltered in the Rock that 
is higher than me.

And note this, that it is the will of the 
Father to provide such blessings. ‘The Lord 
will create …’, showing that it is by his will, 
and of his doing, that Jesus Christ came in the 
flesh. God intends good for his people, and he 
makes known that good in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.

iii. Thirdly, he shows them for 
whom this will be done. ‘Upon every 
dwelling place of mount Zion, and upon her 
assemblies.’ The dwelling places of mount 
Zion are, of course, the houses, the homes 
where people live. It is wonderfully comforting 
to know that the Lord cares for us as families, 
especially where families worship together, 
both in the home as well as more formally 
in the congregation. That the Lord cares for 
families is clear in Scripture. The Lord spared 
Noah and his whole family from the Flood. 
He delivered Lot, his wife, and his children—
the reason why his sons refused to come is not 
that the call was ineffectual, but that in their 
pride they refused to believe the warning of 
the angels. The Lord blessed David’s house-
hold, throughout all generations. When the 
Philippian gaoler was brought to faith in Jesus 
Christ, so was his household. The same was 
true of Lydia and her family. The Apostle Paul 
greeted households and families in his epistles. 
God, who has been pleased to put us in fami-
lies, treats us, at least to a degree, as families, 
and for this we ought to be humbly thankful. 
Of course, this does lay a burden of responsi-
bility on heads of families, to respond to such 
blessings accordingly, to teach their little ones, 
to pray for them and with them, to open the 

Scriptures, and to encourage them to do the 
same. Children should be brought to church 
from a young age, that they may be instructed 
in the heavenly wisdom, and understand their 
situation by nature, and the blessings held out 
in the gospel of free grace. And who deny their 
children such things do them great harm. 
The Lord puts his guidance, protection and 
enlightenment upon all the dwelling places of 
mount Zion.

And we can rejoice that the same blessings 
are extended to assemblies, to the congrega-
tions of the faithful. When the church gathers, 
when the people of God meet together hear 
God’s holy Word, to set before him prayer 
and praise, and to enjoy the communion of 
saints, we do so in the certain knowledge that 
we are not meeting alone; the Lord is with us. 
‘Where two or three are gathered together in 
my name, there am I in the midst of them’ (St 
Matthew 18:20). The Lord, by his presence, 
sanctifies our meetings. By his presence he 
gives us light. By his presence he gives us un-
derstanding. To meet without the Lord is truly 
to meet in vain, for there can be no blessing 
where the Lord is not. But the gracious word 
of promise shows us that if we come together 
as the church, we will never meet without our 
Lord.

iv. Fourthly, he shows them why 
this will be done. ‘Upon all the glory shall 
be a defence.’ The glory spoken of here is, of 
course, mount Zion, with its dwelling places 
and assemblies. This is a most wonderfully 
comforting doctrine, that the Church of Jesus 
Christ is the glory of God. As we gaze upon 
the antics of the visible Church, certainly as 
it manifests itself in some places, we may feel 
a sense of amazement that the Lord should 
consider it to be worthy of the title ‘glorious’. 
Yet we must distinguish between that which 
calls itself the Church, and that which truly is 
the Church. The former is a congregation of 
men; the latter a congregation of faithful men. 
In the former the form and name of a Church 
may be found; in the latter the substance 

A Sermon on Isaiah 4:5
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and character of a Church will be found. We 
see the same with faith; many claim to have 
faith, but only those who bring forth the fruits 
of faith give any evidence that their claim is 
founded on solid ground.

Since the Church is the Bride of Christ, we 
ought not to be surprised that the Lord consid-
ers it to be his glory. When we consider that 
the Church was purchased with a price, that 
it cost the precious blood of Jesus Christ, the 
death of the Son of God, in order to redeem his 
people, we cannot but think that the Church 
is truly precious to him. And we can add that 
the reason why the guidance, protection and 
enlightening of the presence of Jesus Christ is 
granted to the Church is that it might, at last, 
be presented unto himself without spot, or 
wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should 
be holy and without blemish. For this cause it 
is sanctified and cleansed, by the washing of 
water by the word. Nothing can remain pure 
in this sinful world unless the Lord is pleased 
to preserve it. There is nothing the Lord is 
pleased to preserve except that which he has 
elected to everlasting life. No wonder the glory 
of the Lord is given to the Church. No won-
der, also, that it rests under the Lord’s defence. 
We have spoken already of the defending as-
pect of the pillar of fire and of cloud. We add 
here only this, that the Lord so preserves his 
Church that the gates of hell cannot prevail 
against it; the judgement of death, which lays 
claim to all Adam’s descendants, is silenced in 
the face of Christ’s mediatorial office, who is 
our Advocate with the Father. 

Conclusion
In the context of the preceding chapters, with 
their dire warnings of judgement for sin, these 
words are most gracious. The Lord is pleased 
to comfort his people, that they do not give 
way to despair. This has ever been the Lord’s 
way. When the Lord God confronted Adam 
in the Garden of Eden he plainly revealed his 

wrath, in that he cursed the serpent, the wom-
an, the man and the earth. Yet in the midst 
of wrath he remembered mercy, and spoke of 
the coming seed of the woman, who should 
bruise the serpent’s head, even at the price of 
the bruising of his own heel. When the Lord 
repented of having made man in the earth, he 
remembered righteous Noah, and for his sake, 
and for the sake of his promise to Adam, he 
spared that man and his family. The glory of 
God is seen by us most clearly in the Lord’s 
saving acts. It is here that we are shown most 
simply the true nature and character of our 
God. We have, in the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
perfect revelation of divine love, in that the 
way to life is open.

No wonder, then, that those whom Christ 
has redeemed are his glory. No wonder, then, 
that the Church of the elect is under the safe 
protection of our Saviour. How can it be oth-
erwise? Could he allow the possibility of seri-
ous harm coming to his own? Is it conceivable 
that those for whom he died, the Bride he pur-
chased and washed, could be taken from him? 
It is not, and we rest in that glorious truth. So 
we look for the future deliverance when Christ 
shall come in power and glory, to judge the 
quick and the dead.

In the mean time we are not left to wonder 
at the manner of our protection, for the Lord 
has already granted us many examples of that 
protection. As a Protestant church in this land 
we know that many enemies have attempted 
to stamp out the flame of true religion. We 
know that, but for the Lord shortening the 
time, the faithful would have been very hard 
pressed to bear such trials. Yet the Lord pro-
tected, and continues to protect. Let us there-
fore go on with boldness, and continue in the 
way set before us, being fruitful in good works, 
and showing to each other and to the world 
the fact of our justification. May the glory of 
the Lord be manifested to all, for his name’s 
sake. AMEN.

It is better be as low as hell with a promise, than in paradise without one.     John Flavel

For Young Readers 
C MACKEnziE

FindinG TrEasurE

My grand-daughter came across a box of assorted beads and brooches in a drawer in our spare 
room. ‘Can I look through this?’ she asked. ‘Of course,’ I said. I had forgotten all about the box, 
which had been passed on to me years and years ago by an old lady. So Lydia was delighted to 
discover a little gold bracelet, a scarf ring and several other little ‘treasures’.

Her young brother was not at all interested in the jewellery box but was very interested in his 
cousin’s Swiss Army knife which had a dozen different tools and gadgets in it—several knives, a 
screwdriver, scissors and other tools. That was like a treasure box for him.

I discovered a treasure trove the other day—something I was happy to take time looking into.  
And what valuable treasure I found. This treasure you can have too.

The treasure is in two verses of the Bible—Hebrews chapter 1, verses 2 and 3.  In these verses 
God tells us seven wonderful facts about the Lord Jesus—seven precious jewels.

1. Christ has been appointed heir of all things. Everything belongs to him; everything in the 
world, every part of our lives is subject to him.

2. By Christ Jesus, God made the world. In the beginning God created the world by the word 
of his power. Jesus Christ is the WORD. ‘All things were made by him, and without him 
was not anything made that was made’ ( John 1:3).

3. Jesus is the brightness of God’s glory. God the Father and God the Son are equal in power 
and glory. God gave him a name that is above every name (Philippians 2:9). One day 
every knee will bow at the name of Jesus and every tongue will confess that Jesus is Lord to 
the glory of God the Father (Philippians 2:10–11).

4. Jesus is the express image of his (God’s) person. God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit are one 
God. When Philip asked Jesus to show him the Father, Jesus told him that whoever had 
seen him had seen the Father. ‘Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me’ 
( John 14:11).

5. Jesus is upholding all things by the word of his power. Not only was the world created by 
him, but the forces of nature are upheld by him. The wind blowing today, or the ocean 
current—or the rain clouds—all are under his control. The small details of your life are 
under his control too.

6. Jesus has purged our sins. By his sacrificial death on the cross, he bore the punishment of 
the sins of his people. ‘If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness’ (1 John 1:9).

7. Jesus is now sitting down on the right hand of the Majesty on high.  Christ was humiliated 
when he came to earth as a man, and died on the cross. But he is now exalted—he rose 
from the dead, ascended into heaven and is now sitting at God’s right hand—the place of 
honour.

These seven beautiful treasures are found in just two verses of the Bible. The Bible is full of 
priceless gems like that. Take time to search for them and enjoy looking at them again and again.

A Sermon on Isaiah 4:5
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BiBlE sEarcH

Find the missing word in each verse.  This will help you find treasure.

1. God, who at sundry         and in divers manners spake in time 

past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us 

by his Son (Hebrews 1: 1, 2).

2. In the house of the            is much treasure: but in the 

revenues of the wicked is trouble (Proverbs 15:6).

3. But we have this treasure in          vessels, that the excellency 

of the power may be of God, and not of us (2 Corinthians 4:7).

4. For where your treasure is, there will your heart be         

(Matthew 6:21).

5. And wisdom and knowledge shall be the stability of thy times, and strength 

of        : the fear of the Lord is his treasure.  (Isaiah 33:6).

6. If thou seekest her (wisdom) as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures; 

then shalt thou         the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge 

of God (Proverbs 2: 4, 5).

7. And I will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden       of 

secret places, that thou mayest know that I, the Lord, which call thee by thy 

name, am the God of Israel (Isaiah 45:3).

8. Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon        . (Matthew 6:19). 

Though thy grace be but little in quantity, yet it is much in value. A pearl, though but little in 
substance, yet it is of  great worth: so a little grace is of  great value. The heart of  a wicked man is 
nothing worth.                                    Christopher Love

The story is told of  a prince who envied the collection of  paintings owned by an artist. He 
wanted to know which painting the artist valued most highly, so he ordered a servant to stand just 
outside the artist’s house, and cry ‘Fire!’ The artist rushed from the prince’s presence to grab his 
most valued painting, a work by the famous painter, Titian. The prince now knew which painting 
the artist valued above all the rest. What do we prize above everything else? How we answer will 
say a great deal about what we really think of  the Lord Jesus Christ.

Adapted from The Dictionary of Religious Anecdote

A Sermon
Part IX

A VAn TiElE (1672-1749)
Supplied by A W dE lAngE (Scherpenzeel, The netherlands)

‘Oh that I knew where I might f ind him! that I might come even to his seat!’ ( Job 23:3)

EVEN the Lord testifieth, confessing that the 
heaven is his throne: ‘Thus saith the Lord, 
the heaven is my Throne, and the earth is 
my footstool: Where is the house that ye build 
unto me? And where is the place of my rest?’ 
(Isaiah 66:1).
 
4. A seat is a metaphor of the Church of the 

living God, and especially of the Church 
of the New Testament, such as she would 
exist in the days of the Messiah by believ-
ing Jews and heathens. ‘At that time they 
shall call Jerusalem the throne of the Lord 
and all the nations shall be gathered unto 
it, to the name of the Lord, to Jerusalem: 
neither shall they  walk anymore after the 
imagination of their evil heart’ ( Jeremiah 
3:17).

 
5. A seat is also a metaphor to the dispensa-

tion of Divine grace, which he executeth, 
as sitting on a seat, in quietness and steadi-
ness, over all elect, a seat and throne which 
is erected and established in the passion 
and death of the Messiah Jesus Christ. 
Such a seat was already there in the old 
day for God’s people: as the Jewish Church 
confessed earnestly: ‘Do not abhor us, for 
thy name’s sake, do not disgrace the throne 
of thy glory: remember, break not thy cov-
enant with us’ ( Jeremiah 14:21). Let the 

great Paul, that powerful preacher of the 
Gospel, point out to us with more empha-
sis in the solemn address which he made to 
the faithful Hebrews: ‘Let us come boldly 
to the throne of grace, that we may ob-
tain mercy, and find grace to help in the 
time of need’ (Hebrews 4:16). Whether one 
would want to comprehend it as being the 
Lord Jesus Christ with his merit, as a true 
metaphor of that visible throne, the Ark of 
the covenant, which was in inner sanctu-
ary, where God descended and revealed 
his grace, promised the forgiveness of sins 
as often as the top was sprinkled with the 
blood of the sacrifices, where God had his 
throne, appeared and showed the high 
priest his pleasure, revealed his favourable 
answer. As we can see: Exodus 25:17; 37:6-
8; Leviticus 16:2, 6; 11:14. This was a vivid 
picture of the true atonement to be accom-
plished by Jesus Christ.

 
If we hear Job speaking about his seat, we 
should not understand it as being the seat 
of God’s judgment, the throne of his strict 
righteousness. If he would come there to de-
fend himself, he would be declared guilty and 
God’s highness would terrify him.  Before this 
seat his sins are revealed: ‘For thou writest bit-
ter things against me, and maketh me to pos-
sess the iniquities of my youth’ ( Job 13:26).

 
TO BE CONTINUED

For Young Readers
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Studies in Ezekiel
P King (hailsham)

chapter 33

BE FaiTHFul in all THinGs

THIS chapter starts the last section of the 
prophecy. The warnings having been given 
(chapters 1–24), and the plight of the wicked 
having been explained (chapters 25–32), the 
future restoration of Israel is now promised. 
The new name ‘watchman’ is introduced, 
clearly defining Ezekiel’s position with God 
and his compatriots. The commission stays 
the same (chapter 3:16–21) that is, the people 
are to be warned, giving them no excuse. In 
this chapter the tone is faithfulness, rather 
than the people listening.

1. The Watchman. (vv 1–20). The people 
are still insistent they will return to Jerusalem 
soon, the captivity being only a temporary 
matter. Having been told again and again 
Jerusalem would be destroyed, they continue 
to dismiss the prophet’s words. ‘If you tell 
them and they do not act, it is their fault, but 
if you do not tell them their blood is on your 
head’, says God. Faithfulness is the one great 
requirement in the person God chooses to be 
a watchman, and Ezekiel has proved to be 
suitable for this office. He had zealously de-
voted himself to preaching God’s word, know-
ing at the outset they would all laugh at him. 
‘Say it again Ezekiel,’ says God, ‘turn from 
your wickedness and live.’ (v 11). The people 
thought it unfair they could not return to life 
without a return to righteousness (v 17). God 
is not a tyrant, but a kind parent happy to see 
Israel restored, so he makes sure they under-
stand (v 20).

2. Bad news. (vv 21–33). While the captives 
continue to reject Ezekiel’s words, matters 
have moved on in Jerusalem, and eventually 
an escapee confirms Jerusalem has fallen. 
Right to the end the people claimed the land, 
choosing to ignore the counsel of Jeremiah 
and other prophets. They relied on their own 
strength (v 26) refusing to repent and turn 
back to Jehovah. The captives in Babylon 
were no better, for although they appeared 
to listen and even enjoy Ezekiel’s words as ‘a 
pleasant voice’ (v 32), yet ‘their hearts pursued 
their own gain’ (v 31). Like the ungodly in our 
time, they were without excuse, for a prophet 
had been among them (v 33).

lEssons For Today
a. Preachers have a solemn responsibility to 

tell the truth.
b. People are responsible for their own 

actions.
c. God forgives sin after repentance and 

confession.
d. Listening is good, but without action is of 

no benefit. We will inherit eternal life by 
repenting and turning from our sin!

e. God’s word is true—Jerusalem was 
destroyed!

f. God is supreme; we must submit to him! 
Many people invent a god who fits in with 
their thinking.

Great is thy faithfulness.

It is as great a matter of  joy to the godly, that God reigns, as it is of  terror to the wicked, Psalm 97:1.   
Stephen Charnock

The tendency to 
Weariness in Well Doing 
Illustrated and opposed

The Rev EdWARd CooPER (1770–1833)
Supplied by PETER MURCoTT, douglas, isle of Man

‘But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing’ II Thessalonians 3:13

HUMAN nature is in all ages the same. Ever 
since the fall of Adam men have been subject 
to the same passions, liable to the same errors, 
and tempted to the same sins. Hence it is that 
the Scriptures are so generally and universal-
ly useful. They were first addressed to man, 
as a weak, fallible, and corrupt creature: and 
such they still find him to be. The language, 
therefore, which they speak to him at one time 
will be equally suited to him at another. Even 
those precepts and warnings, which were 
originally given to persons under particular 
circumstances, are now of general application, 
because the like circumstances are continu-
ally recurring. In this view, the admonitions 
in the text may be profitably considered by us. 
‘But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing.’ 
Paul seems to have given this exhortation to 
the Thessalonians in reference to the follow-
ing circumstances. 

The Church at Thessalonica
Among the members of the church, there 
were some who acted very inconsistently with 
the Christian profession. They ‘walked disor-
derly, working not at all, but were busybodies’ 
(II Thessalonians 3:11). While Paul reproved 
such persons, and exhorted them ‘with quiet-
ness to work and to eat their own bread’ (II 
Thessalonians 3:12), he directed the church in 
general to withdraw itself from them, so long 
as they continued thus disorderly, and to have 
no company with them, that they might be 
ashamed. But what might be the effect of this 

state of things on the Thessalonian Christians 
in general? Because any one of these offenders 
might not speedily reform his conduct, they 
might be tempted to give over their endeav-
ours to reclaim him; or, because kindness and 
benevolence had been in this instance abused, 
they might be inclined to desist from kind 
and benevolent exertions in the future. It was, 
then, with this in view that we may suppose 
that he introduced the precept: Be ye, breth-
ren, not weary in well doing. And under these 
circumstances, we may see the importance of 
the precept. But like circumstances are always 
to be found in the Christian Church. There 
is always a danger, lest the disciples of Christ 
should be weary in well-doing. Therefore in 
applying this precept, I shall endeavour—

1. To state some of the main causes of that 
tendency to weariness in well-doing 
against which the text warns; and

2. To offer some considerations which may 
help to oppose this tendency.

1. The causes of the tendency
One of the most obvious and prevalent causes 
is a natural fickleness of mind and a love of 
change and novelty. This disposition very fre-
quently operates when our own interests are 
concerned. How much more likely will it be to 
work when the interests of others only are at 
stake? To resist this propensity, and persevere, 
come what else may, requires a determination, 
which it is difficult to acquire and maintain. 
This will especially be the case, whenever a 
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particular object demands our attention for a 
long time.

The Process
For instance, on the first hearing of a particu-
lar need or a calamity—

• our feelings are strongly agitated;
• our pity and compassion are aroused;
• by degrees this cools, and our emotions 

subside;
• familiarity blunts the edge of the initial 

feelings towards it;
• one gradually ceases to take such a lively 

interest in it;
• the exertions to relieve it begin to dimin-

ish;
• some new occurrence commands our at-

tention; and
• the former matter, if not wholly neglected, 

is attended to with an increasing disre-
gard.

This is the natural course of things, and will 
most likely take place, unless some strong op-
position be made to it; and some vigorous ef-
forts applied to counteract its tendency.

Certain Dangers
The necessity of such efforts will be stronger 
where perseverance must be accompanied 
with a degree of self-denial. Let us suppose 
that from a sense of duty, or from an impulse 
of compassion, we have undertaken to de-
vote a large portion of our time to attend on 
a sick friend, or to give up a certain part of 
our income, which perhaps cannot be con-
veniently spared, to the support or comfort of 
a distressed relation. It must be obvious, with 
whatever reason we originally undertook this 
labour of love, that such sacrifices of our time 
and property will meet strong temptations 
along the way, which in no slight degree will 
make us weary of well-doing. There will cer-
tainly be the considerable danger of a desire 
arising in our minds to withdraw from an en-
gagement that brings with it so heavy a bur-
den.

Lack of Success
A lack of success in our efforts to do good is 
another temptation to grow weary in well-do-
ing. Having been disappointed at the results 
of our endeavours, we are apt to become tired 
of continuing them. Because one effort has not 
yet proved successful, we are tempted to think 
that no other will succeed; and thus in a kind 
of despondency we become ready to give up.

(i) The Salvation of a sinner
Let us suppose, for example, that we have 
been long and anxiously labouring to reclaim 
a sinner from the error of his ways. This is es-
pecially an act of well-doing. But hitherto our 
labour has seemingly been thrown away. He 
has resisted every mode, which has been used 
to effect his reformation. Advice, rebuke, en-
treaties, promises, threatenings have all been 
employed to no purpose. He still continues 
in his own way; and will listen to neither ad-
monitions nor persuasions. Now in this case, 
how strong is the temptation to grow weary of 
the attempt, and to become tired of repeating 
endeavours which have been used so long in 
vain.

(ii) Reconciliation with an enemy
Take another example. Suppose you have 
been long trying to conciliate an enemy. With 
this in view, you have made all reasonable 
concessions. You have carefully avoided eve-
rything that might give fresh offence, and so 
widen the breach. You have tried everything 
in your power to soften his resentment, to ob-
viate his prejudices, and to remove his mis-
conceptions. But hitherto your efforts have 
failed. He still keeps, and shows that he keeps, 
his enmity towards you. In such circumstanc-
es, are you not powerfully tempted? Are you 
not at times almost persuaded to say: ‘I will no 
longer follow so delusive an object. I will no 
longer attempt what seems to be impossible. I 
am tired of this. I will give myself no further 
trouble. I will take no further pains, since eve-
rything which I can do will be in vain.’

Now in these cases, and in cases like them, 

it must be clear that the temptation to desist 
from the work of love is direct and strong. 
There is a great danger, being provoked by 
such unmerited returns, of wearying of well-
doing.

Having stated some of the principal causes 
of the tendency to weariness in well-doing, 
against which we are admonished in the text, 
I shall now endeavour to offer—

2. Some considerations to oppose the 
tendency
(i) Consider the example of Jesus Christ
This example is binding on all his followers. 
They are bound, so far as they are able, to 
walk in his steps, and do as he did. Nay, it is 
their interest, their privilege, no less than their 
duty, to have the same mind with him.

How, then does his example bear upon 
the point in question? Was he weary in well-
doing? Did any of the causes which we have 
mentioned induce him to desist from his work 
and labour of love? Far otherwise. His whole 
life was spent in doing good to the bodies and 
souls of men (see Acts 10:38). This was the 
merciful office, which he had assumed, and 
we never find him wearying of his undertak-
ing. Remember how much personal incon-
venience, fatigue and self-denial he put him-
self through, that he might fulfil his gracious 
design, and minister to the temporal and spir-
itual needs of others.

Few Honoured Him
On some occasions, we see him denying him-
self of rest; on others of food, rather than dis-
appoint the expectations of those who came to 
him for instruction or relief. Remember how 
little encouragement he met with in his chari-
table attempts. Notwithstanding the mighty 
works which he did, the cures he performed, 
the blessings he dispensed wherever he came, 
how few believed on him.1 How small a num-
ber of those, among whom he went about do-

1 This was particularly so at Nazareth—see: 
Mark 6:1–6, noticing especially v 6.

ing good, were induced to receive and honour 
him as a Prophet, sent from God!

Remember further what ingratitude, re-
proach, and persecution he encountered 
throughout the discharge of his office! With 
what unthankful and even injurious treat-
ment was his kindness frequently repaid. His 
enemies, instead of being reconciled by his 
miracles of love and mercy, only hated him 
more for these proofs of his Divine authority.2 
The more good he did, the more perversely 
were they set against him, and the more ma-
liciously did they seek his life. Remember 
all these things; and think what temptations 
he was under to weary of well-doing; but he 
withstood them all. He healed the servant of 
the High Priest, who was come out to seize 
Him.3 He prayed for his murderers. Are you a 
disciple and follower of Jesus Christ? Then go, 
and do thou likewise.

(ii) Consider Christ’s conduct towards 
you
Consider next what has been the conduct of 
Jesus Christ towards yourself. Has he been 
weary of doing good to you? To him you are 
indebted for life, and health, and strength; for 
food and clothing, and friends; for everything 
that has made life pleasant and comfortable. 
But he has added to these temporal blessings 
still greater mercies—spiritual blessings. He 
has bestowed on you the means of grace and 
salvation. He has daily vouchsafed to you fresh 
supplies of his Spirit, to warn, to strengthen, 
and to direct you. He has been ready to do 
you good.

Ask yourself—
• Have you been slow to avail yourself of his 

mercies?
• Have you presumed on his long-suffering 

and forbearance?
• Have you slighted the salvation which he 

2 For instance, Mark 3:1–6 following the healing 
of  the man with the withered hand.
3 See: Luke 22:50 & 51. The servant’s name 
was Malchus (John 18:10).

The Tendency to Weariness in Well Doing
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has offered to you?
• Have you profaned his Sabbaths, neglect-

ed his worship, despised his Word, or re-
sisted his Spirit?

• In short, have you done enough to wear 
out his patience?

He might justly have been weary of doing you 
good, and might long ago have ceased to show 
you favour and kindness. But this has not been 
the case. Even now, he is ready to forgive you 
many offences and many provocations where 
his forgiveness has been sought. And shall 
you, then, be weary of well doing to your fel-
low creatures? Freely you are receiving; freely 
give.4

The Measure
Let the Lord’s conduct towards you be the 
rule of your conduct towards others. Let his 
patience and unwearied kindness to you be 
the measure of your patience and kindness.

(iii) Consider the Express Promise
There is an express promise given to perse-
verance in well-doing. Paul in Galatians 6:9, 
having inserted a similar admonition to that 
of the Thessalonians in the text, adds this 
most encouraging reassurance: ‘Let us not be 
weary in well-doing: for in due season we shall 
reap, if we faint not.’ This promise may be un-
derstood in two ways, both of which hold out a 
powerful inducement to compliance—

1. It may mean that though our en-
deavours to do good in any particular 
instance may hitherto have failed, yet 
in due time they will be accomplished.
We are reminded, that while we use the 
means, God alone can make them effectu-
al. If he has hitherto withheld blessing from 
them, this will not necessarily always be so. If 
we continue to use the right means, one day 
he will crown them with the desired success. 
Who can tell but that our very next endeavour 

4 See: Matthew 10:8.

to reclaim a sinner, or to reconcile an enemy, 
may prove effectual? Are we tempted to de-
sist, or are we inclined to despondency? Let us 
remember that ‘in due season we shall reap, if 
we faint not.’

2. The promise may mean that wheth-
er our endeavours may here be suc-
cessful or not, yet that, in the end, our 
labour will not be in vain in the Lord. 
In this world, our attempts to do good may 
sometimes fail. Our kind intentions and ef-
forts may be unsuccessful. But let us not be 
discouraged at these things. In the world to 
come we shall reap the fruit of our present ex-
ertions.5

On the Day of Judgment
Our patient continuance in well-doing, our 
persevering endeavours to alleviate suffering, 
to lighten burdens, or to save the souls of oth-
ers, will be produced in the Day of Judgment 
as evidence of our faith in Christ. We will 
not be judged by the success of our labours, 
but by our motives. He has graciously told us 
that a cup of cold water given in his name to 
a disciple shall in no wise lose its reward;6 and 
whatsoever acts of kindness and charity we do 
to his brethren from love to him, he will gra-
ciously consider as if they were done to him. 
‘Inasmuch as ye have done it unto the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.’7

What greater encouragement in well-do-
ing can we want but the approbation and fa-
vour of our heavenly Master? What stronger 
inducement could we have, not to grow weary 
in this work and labour of love, that the re-
flection, that we are in the most acceptable 
way, testifying our love to him who loved us, 

5 This is the essence of  Paul’s charge to Timo-
thy (2 Timothy 4:1-5] to persevere in the face 
of  opposition and disappointments. See also: 
Ephesians 6:13.
6 Matthew 10:42. ‘shall in no wise’ is another 
way of  saying ‘shall certainly not’.
7 Matthew 25:40 & 45.

and gave himself for us; 8 and who has com-
manded us to show our love to him, by loving 
one another, and by pitying9 and ministering 

8 See: Galatians 2:20.
9 Proverbs 19:17 says: ‘He that hath pity upon 
the poor lendeth unto the Lord; and that which he 
hath given will he pay him again.’

to the needs of our fellow creatures, as he has 
pitied and ministered to ours? May this reflec-
tion sink deep into our hearts! May it lead us 
to abound in love and in good works; and in 
patient continuance in well-doing, to wait for 
honour, and glory, and immortality!

Justification By Faith
RobERT TRAill (1642–1716)

ALL the great fundamentals of Christian truth 
centre on this of justification. The Trinity of 
persons in the God-head; the incarnation of 
the only-begotten of the Father; the satisfac-
tion paid to the Law and justice of God, for the 
sins of the whole world, by his obedience, and 
sacrifice of himself in that flesh he assumed; 
and the divine authority of the scriptures 
which reveal this; all are straight lines of truth 
that centre on this doctrine of the justification 
of a sinner by the imputation and application 
of that satisfaction. No justification without 
a righteousness; no righteousness can be, but 
what answers fully and perfectly the holy law 
of God; no such righteousness can be per-
formed, but by a divine person; no benefit can 
accrue to a sinner by it, unless it be some way 
his, and applied to him; no application can be 
made of this, but by faith in Jesus Christ. And 
as the connection with, and dependence of this 
truth, is evident in the plain proposal of it, so 
the same hath been sadly manifest in this, that 

the forsaking of the doctrine of justification by 
faith in Christ’s righteousness hath been the 
first step of apostacy in many, who have not 
stopped till they revolted from Christianity 
itself. Hence so many Arminians, and their 
leaders too, turned Socinians. From denying 
justification by Christ’s righteousness, they 
proceeded to the denying of his satisfaction; 
from the denial of his proper satisfaction, they 
went on to denying the divinity of his Person. 
And that man’s charity is excessive that will 
allow to such blasphemers of the Son of God, 
the name of Christians. Let not then the zeal 
of any so fundamental a point of truth as that 
of the justification of a sinner by faith in Christ 
be charged with folly. It is good to be always 
zealously affected in a good thing: and this is 
the best of things.

(Taken from Robert Traill’s 1691 treatise, The 
Doctrine of Justification vindicated from the 
charge of Antinomianism.)

The moral law may be considered by us either as a Covenant of Works, or as a rule of life. In the 
former sense it is superceded to all believers by the mercy and grace of the gospel: in the latter it 
is explained, corroborated, and protected by the gospel; and though it be no longer the measure 
of God’s proceedings to us, yet still it is the measure of our duty to him.

Ezekiel Hopkins

The Tendency to Weariness in Well Doing
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The Doctrine of God’s 
Sovereignty in Relation to 
Contemporary Britain and 

the Idolatry of Unbelief
A Penn Free Methodist Church Conference Address 

PETER MURCoTT (douglas, isle of Man)

IN Maughold graveyard, to the North of the 
Isle of Man, there lie the earthly remains of 
an eleven year-old girl, called Jane Elizabeth 
Moore, who died in 1827. The writing on her 
gravestone has been weathered; yet, it can still 
be deciphered. This is what it says—

‘Sacred to the memory of JANE ELIZA-
BETH MOORE daughter of JAMES JOHN 
MOORE of the town of Ramsey, advocate, 
who died on the 17th day of February, 1827 
aged 11 years. Her premature death was 
much regretted by all who knew her. When 
poring over her Bible upon her deathbed, she 
requested her parents to have the following 
verse inscribed Job Chapter IX v 12: “Behold, 
he taketh away, who can hinder him? Who 
will say unto him, What doest thou?”’

By any reckoning, not only is the inscrip-
tion startling, but so is the text. Indeed, its 
choice by one so young reflects the very es-
sence of this address: that the sovereign Lord 
moves through whom he will, when he will, 
where he will, and how he will.

Take a closer look at Job 9. The whole 
emphasis of its opening verses is upon the 
sovereign might, majesty and power of God, 
against whom none can prevail, and from 
whom none can require any explanation. 
That is as unpalatable to the modern mind 
as can be imagined. As the great preacher, 
Charles Spurgeon, once remarked—

‘There is no doctrine more hated by world-
lings … as the great, stupendous, but yet most 
certain doctrine of the Sovereignty of the in-

finite Jehovah. Men will allow God to be any-
where except on his throne … But it is God 
upon the throne that we love to preach. It is 
God upon his throne whom we trust.’ (May 4, 
1856: New Park Street Baptist Church, Lon-
don).

What is the reason for this hostility? John 
Wesley, speaking on the education of chil-
dren, said—

‘[E]very man is by nature, as it were, his 
own god. He worships himself. He is, in his 
own conception, absolute lord of himself … 
He seeks himself in all things. He pleases him-
self. His own will is his only law: he does this 
or that because it is his good pleasure’ ( John 
Wesley, Works, vii, p. 89.)

This is the root cause of the state of con-
temporary Britain. Its only hope lies in the full 
submission to the sovereignty and supremacy 
of God.

1. The Sovereignty of God
What do we mean by sovereignty? In rela-
tion to a nation, it means the greatest degree 
of power that it is possible to have, bearing 
in mind obvious limitations. What are they? 
Well, as is becoming patently obvious, a na-
tion cannot legislate against the course of 
nature, or the natural order. For instance, it 
would be futile to legislate that the sea will 
cease to have tidal waves. One cannot liter-
ally place Britain in the middle of the Pacific 
Ocean, or cause the moon to alter its course, 
and so on. We may smile now at the tale of 

King Canute, seated by the sea shore, trying 
to turn back the incoming tide. Yet, at least, 
so it is said, he knew all along that it was a 
futile gesture. Just what would he have made 
of this same nation, a thousand years or so 
later, vainly imagining that it has the power, 
let alone the right, to change the very nature 
of marriage?

Of course, nations, like individuals, have a 
terrible tendency to regard themselves as their 
own god, imagining that they can simply and 
safely please themselves. It is then that appall-
ing mistakes are made, with colossal conse-
quences for everyone. Yet there are realities 
to be faced. Return to the passage that Jane 
Elizabeth Moore was reading, as she lay dy-
ing. Job 9:4 says of God: ‘He is wise in heart, 
and mighty in strength: who hath hardened 
himself against him, and hath prospered?’ 
Thus, by God’s grace, an eleven-year-old girl 
in 1827 understood something that Britain as 
a nation urgently needs to grasp.

Without Limits
What does ‘sovereignty’ mean in relation to 
the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit? 
God’s sovereign power knows no limit what-
soever. That is something that Christians 
should always bear in mind. The Scripture 
is full of instances; but let us return to Job 9, 
which, in verses 5 to 7, declares that God ‘re-
moveth the mountains, and they know not; 
which overturneth them in his anger. Which 
shaketh the earth out of her place, and the pil-
lars thereof tremble. Which commandeth the 
sun, and it riseth not; and sealeth up the stars.’ 
Doesn’t that fill you with incredible awe, won-
der, amazement, reverence, and filial fear? 
Or take the Psalmist, who declared in Psalm 
8:3–4: ‘When I consider thy heavens, the work 
of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which 
thou hast ordained; What is man, that thou 
art mindful of him? and the son of man, that 
thou visitest him?’ Doesn’t that make you 
want to sing from the depths of your heart?—

Then let us adore, and give Him His right,
All glory and power, all wisdom and might,

All honour and blessing, with angels above,
And thanks never ceasing, and infinite love.

God’s sovereign power, then, is not only ut-
terly different from that of mere mortals, but 
it is used in accordance with his perfect and 
infallible will and purpose. Surely that alone 
should concentrate our minds. Can we not see 
how infinitely small and unbelievably pathet-
ic are the antagonistic attitudes and antics of 
mortal man, who, in comparison to God, has 
about as much sovereignty as a feather in the 
wind?

Sovereign Will
How do we know anything about the Sover-
eign God? The answer is that his sovereign 
will is sufficiently revealed through his sover-
eign Word. Of course, he could have left us 
completely in the dark about everything. He 
didn’t have to provide us with the Holy Scrip-
tures. Indeed, we would do well to remember 
that we have no right as such to know anything 
about God at all. The very fact that he has 
revealed to mankind much of his sovereign 
will and purpose tells us much of his immense 
grace and mercy, or, as the Authorised Ver-
sion so aptly puts it, his loving-kindness. Simi-
larly, the fact that our nation considers that it 
can cast aside God’s infallible and changeless 
decrees at will tells us much, very much, about 
the current state of false confidence and un-
believable arrogance. In the circumstances, 
the prophet Obadiah’s words against Edom 
would not seem out of place: ‘Though thou 
exalt thyself as the eagle, and though thou set 
thy nest among the stars, thence will I bring 
thee down, saith the Lord’ (Obadiah 4).

All Things Possible
Secondly, God’s sovereign will and ways are 
utterly different from those of mankind. His 
word is always completely certain, steadfast 
and sure, unlike mankind’s which, at the best, 
is subject to the uncertainties of life. Just one 
illustration will suffice. Two men were talk-
ing. Before they parted, they cheerily said 
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that they would meet again for a social chat at 
a work-related gathering in the following au-
tumn. But it was not to be. Shortly afterwards, 
the one lost his job; the other died.

On the other hand, what God says, he will 
do. Hear what Jeremiah, by Divine inspira-
tion, said of God’s power: ‘Ah, Lord God! 
behold, thou hast made the heaven and the 
earth by thy great power and stretched out 
arm, and there is nothing too hard for thee’ 
( Jeremiah 32:17). Or consider Paul, who, 
speaking of God’s promise of eternal life, said 
that it came from ‘God, that cannot lie, prom-
ised before the world began’ (Titus 1:2). Who 
knowing the perfect goodness of God would 
not exclaim —

O God, of good, the unfathomed Sea!
Who would not give his heart to Thee?
Who would not love Thee with his might,
O Jesu, Lover of Mankind?
Who would not his whole soul and mind,
With all his strength to Thee unite?

2. The Supremacy of God
Edward VI, the youngest monarch ever to be 
crowned as King of England, succeeded to 
the throne, aged nine, on 28 January 1547. 
His coronation took place a month later. 
Coronations are full of symbolism, and it was 
planned that the King would be preceded 
by the swords of state, representing his three 
kingdoms. Now bearing in mind his youth, 
according to The Writings of Edward the Sixth, 
a remarkable incident happened. ‘The King 
enquired where the fourth sword was. His 
advisers were taken aback, until he explained 
that he meant the Bible, adding: “That book 
is the sword of the Spirit, and to be preferred 
before these swords. That ought in all right to 
govern us … Without that sword we are noth-
ing, we can do nothing, we have no power.” 
And having thus expressed himself, he com-
manded that the Bible be carried before him 
with great reverence.’ (The Writings of Edward 
the Sixth, p. 6, RTS, 1836.)

The King’s Prayer
That same spirit pervaded a prayer that the 
young King was wont to use. Here is part of it: 
‘God, by thee do kings reign, and from thee all 
power is derived. Govern me, Lord, as I shall 
govern; rule me, as I shall rule. I am ready for 
thy governance; make Thy people ready for 
mine. I seek thy only honour in my vocation; 
amplify it, Lord, with thy might’ (Ibid. p. 4)

Children Understood
So, by God’s grace, Edward VI perceived 
that the Word of God is supreme. This means 
that those who exercise power are duty bound 
to do so in accordance with it. They cannot 
overrule it. If they depart from it, they will 
soon run into serious trouble. If they simply 
disregard it, they will soon find that ‘ There 
is no wisdom nor understanding nor counsel 
against the Lord (Proverbs 21:30). Edward 
VI, aged nine, with all the power of kingship, 
bequeathed to him by his father, fully real-
ised that. Jane Elizabeth Moore, aged eleven, 
faced with a terminal illness, such as has shak-
en the faith of many a believer, understood 
that as well.

Moreover, the supremacy of God the Fa-
ther, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit 
is central to Scripture. Now the word ‘su-
preme’, like the word ‘sovereign’, means 
there is no equal, let alone a superior. That is 
the root of the problem today: man wants to 
be supreme. You hear it expressed in various 
ways. Sometimes he talks about his rights, 
without any reference at all to God’s supreme 
right to be loved, honoured, worshipped and 
obeyed. Sometimes he speaks of equality —
both of which concepts have been used in 
recent years to challenge the settled Word of 
God.

Christians should not be surprised that 
life in Britain is becoming increasingly diffi-
cult. Back in 1820, the Rev’d Edward Cooper, 
whose name is generally unknown, but whose 
sermons at two rural churches in Stafford-
shire were printed in book form at the time, 
said this—

‘The world and the Christian can never 
cordially agree. The Christian does not love 
the world, and the world dislikes the Chris-
tian. Not doing as the children of the world 
do, and governed by principles to which they 
are strangers, the Christian is first misunder-
stood, and then misrepresented. They look 
upon his singularity as the effect of pride, of 
folly, or of hypocrisy; and feeling how severely 
his conduct condemns their own, they attempt 
to satisfy and defend themselves by vilifying 
and condemning him.’ (The World and the 
Christian—a sermon on 1 Peter 4:4 & 5: p. 160 
Practical and Familiar Sermons, Vol. III, by the 
Rev’d Edward Cooper (1770–1833). He be-
came the Rector at Hamstall-Ridware, near 
Rugeley, Staffs in 1799 and also at Yoxall in 
1809. He wrote the hymn, ‘Father of heaven 
whose love profound’).

Those words are by no means dated. In-
deed, instances abound of their accuracy. But 
what effect is this usurpation of God’s sover-
eignty and supremacy having upon the nation 
as a whole? Again we turn to historical writ-
ings, this time of John Wesley’s in the eight-
eenth century, whose assessment of Britain 
then could have been that of 2014—

‘Englishmen, what is the undoubted char-
acteristic of our nation? It is ungodliness. True 
it was not always so. For many ages, we had as 
much fear of God as our neighbours ... Coun-
trymen, is ungodliness any honour to our na-
tion? Let men of reason judge. Is this outrag-
ing of the Greatest and Best of Beings, a thing 
honourable in itself? Surely you cannot think 
so. Does it gain us any honour in the eyes of 
other nations? Nay, just the contrary. Some 
of them abhor the very name of Englishmen, 
others despise us, on this very account’ ( John 
Wesley, Works, XI, p. l62.)

Well, history has a habit of repeating it-
self. Therefore in addressing The Doctrine of 
God’s Sovereignty in Relation to Contempo-
rary Britain and the Idolatry of National Un-
belief two questions will be considered: ‘What 
is the most potent form of idolatry today?’ and 
‘What is Britain’s only Hope?’

3. Two Significant Questions
In considering the first question, we might ask: 
‘What is idolatry?’ You might describe it as an 
object of such devotion as to amount to false 
worship. This can be more or less anything, 
or anyone, that so captivates one’s attention as 
to take the place of God. We need not make a 
list, because the principle is always the same: 
idolatry commands such supreme importance 
as to supplant God in the idolater’s life.

‘What is one of the most potent forms of 
idolatry today?’ The answer is: ‘The worship 
of the intellect.’ So it was in Wesley’s time, 
which was known as ‘The Age of Reason’ or 
the ‘Enlightenment’ when many walked in 
darkness. The supremacy of the intellect com-
mands a great following, both in the world 
and, increasingly, within the Church; though 
many would deny it. This is inevitable once 
the Scriptures cease to be the supreme rule 
for all conduct. After all, where else do you 
go? The seeds are traceable to the late nine-
teenth century. Maybe one of the clearest de-
scriptions of this dramatic descent came from 
Professor A S Peake. Sometime before 1927 
he wrote that—

‘Few phenomena are more patent in the 
present condition of religion than the radical 
change in the position accorded to Scripture. 
Once it was regarded as from the beginning 
to end the direct and infallible utterance of 
the Holy Spirit, the final court of appeal in all 
matters of faith and practice. As the utterance 
of one and the same Divine Author it was 
throughout wholly self-consistent; no state-
ment of fact, no presentation of doctrine could 
be inharmonious with any other. Its authority 
over-rode the results reached in all realms of 
research and speculation. In archaeology and 
history, in ethics and metaphysics, in geology, 
physics and biology, one utterance of him who 
created and sustained the universe and con-
trolled the march of history, outweighed the 
scientist’s cosmic theories, attested by however 
an imposing mass of phenomena … Now all 
is changed. The dominion of the Bible has 
shrunk; the alien realms which were claimed 
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for it have regained their autonomy. In these 
kingdoms of observation, experiment, and 
research, of slow and profound meditation or 
swift and piercing intuition, the writ of Scrip-
ture no longer runs’ (The Criticism of the Old 
Testament, p. 241, An Outline of Christianity: The 
Story of Our Civilisation, Volume 4.)

The consequences have been dire, as has 
been demonstrated in the contemporary de-
bates on various moral issues. How many 
church leaders are now heard to declare: 
‘Thus saith the Lord’? Sadly, very few. We 
might ask: ‘Why not?’ The answer is always 
traceable to the change in their attitude to 
Scripture. In Warnings to Churches, p. 31, Bish-
op J C Ryle (1801–1890), wrote, ‘We corrupt 
the Word of God most dangerously when we 
throw doubt on the plenary inspiration of any 
part of Holy Scripture. This is not merely cor-
rupting the cup, but the whole fountain … 
Once wrong in this point, the whole substance 
of our religion is in danger. It is a flaw in the 
foundation. It is a worm at the root of our the-
ology … and we must not be surprised if the 
branches, the leaves, and the fruit, little by lit-
tle decay.’ Some are more afraid of offending 
mortal man than Almighty God. They have 
become so captivated by an apparent shift in 
public attitudes that they endeavour to ap-
pease the multitude, lest they are totally ig-
nored.

Others talk as if God has either caught up 
with their thinking, or that he always thought 
like them, but nobody realised it. Either way, 
that is hardly a reverent attitude. It either 
means that the Lord didn’t express himself 
very well in the past, or that he didn’t mean 
what he plainly said, and that he merely pan-
dered to the prejudices and preconceived ide-
as of a day gone by.

This elevation of the intellect and arro-
gance of the mind are haunting both the na-
tion, and the Christian Church. Of course, not 
everyone has capitulated. Therefore, in order 
to try and accommodate the deeply divergent 
views, a new catch-phrase has been invented. 
It is called ‘diversity’; though it has no biblical 

basis. It seeks to hold people together, who are 
essentially poles apart on key matters of the 
Christian faith; and it commands quite a fol-
lowing. The reality is that it is a waiting game, 
until those who hold fast to Biblical truth are 
so worn down by the endless debates that they 
weary in well-doing and will either concede 
defeat, or will merely acquiesce in the open 
departure from the Word of God.

The powers-that-be that direct the affairs 
of the nation are well aware of these things. 
They study the debates within the councils of 
the various churches. They know the diverse 
and irreconcilable opinions, and the tempo-
rary compromises; and it gives them confi-
dence. They now think that they can get away 
with almost anything—and, for the time be-
ing, they have!

We sometimes hear despairing words that 
the things that we hold to be true will become 
period pieces in a few years’ time. In short, 
that nothing can be done. Scripture does not 
support this pessimism. Take Proverbs 21:30. 
It has already been quoted; but we will benefit 
by both hearing it again, and by taking it to 
heart. ‘There is no wisdom nor understanding 
nor counsel against the Lord.’ The day will 
come when, as Paul wrote to the Corinthians, 
it will be asked: ‘Where is the wise? where is 
the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? 
hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this 
world?’ (1 Corinthians 1:20).

In the meantime, the words of the Rev’d 
Edward Cooper, speaking sometime before 
1820, are equally applicable to 2014, the age 
of idolatry and unbelief—

‘It is a great part of that salvation in which 
you profess to share, to be delivered from 
this present evil world: and you must show 
that you are delivered from it, by separating 
yourselves from worldly practices, and from 
those sinful pleasures, in which the men of 
this world seek their enjoyment … Regard 
not what they may think or say of you. Let 
them deem your conduct strange; let them, if 
so disposed, speak evil of you … Let it be your 
care to return good for evil. Pray for them. 

Pray that they may cast aside the works of 
darkness, and may walk in newness of life. Let 
your example reprove them; but let your be-
haviour towards them be Christ-like. So shall 
you approve yourselves to be the followers of 
the holy Jesus, partakers of his spirit, and heirs 

of his glory. In a word, adorn the Gospel by 
meek, godly and consistent conduct, and “let 
your light so shine before men, that they may 
see your good works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven”’ (Matthew 5:16 (Sermons of 
Edward Cooper, op. cit. pp. 176–7)

Studies in Irish  
Church History

EdWARd MAlColM (Reading)

The aim of this paper is to trace the history 
of the Church of Ireland, and to show some-
thing of its importance to the rise and spread 
of Christianity, both in England, Scotland, 
and on the Continent. It is a history in some 
respects similar to our own, but in others very 
different. The English do not come out well, 
and with good reason, but there is far more 
to the story than what we see at the human 
level. The Church of Ireland, after all, being 
a true Church, is a manifestation of the body 
of Christ, and it is on this level that we shall, 
God willing, see what the Lord has done to 
glorify his great Name.

The Early Period
By his own admission St Patrick was not the 
first Christian in Ireland, since his own record 
of his life states that he found Christians in re-
mote corners of the island when he began his 
missionary endeavours. Celestius, Bishop of 
Rome in AD 431, is known to have appointed 
one Palladius as first bishop of the Scots. The 
designation Scot at this time belong to Ireland, 
following an earlier invasion by the Scoti, or 
Milesians, of modern Spain. Palladius spent 
less than a year in Ireland before re-crossing 
the Irish Sea to England. St Patrick, a former 

slave in Ireland, returned as a missionary the 
following year. We have, in an earlier paper, 
looked at his life and work, and will not repeat 
the details here.

Patrick worked by founding monasteries as 
centres of religious worship and life, around 
which churches would be planted. These be-
came, in time, the dioceses of Ireland.

The dioceses tended to follow tribal or clan 
boundaries. The order of the Church was mo-
nastic, with all orders apart from lay or parish 
clergy submitting to the monastic rule. This is 
the model which would be brought to England 
by Aidan towards the end of the sixth century. 
The Church of Rome was quick to lay claim 
to Ireland, stating that Patrick had received 
his authority to act as a missionary from 
Rome. It is pointed out in reply to this claim 
that in his Confessions Patrick is at pains to 
show his justification for having undertaken 
this work; had he been granted papal author-
ity he need only have said so, and this would 
have resolved the question. He says nothing of 
such an authority, which throws considerable 
doubt on the claim.

Patrick died in 493, having evangelised 
Ireland during his lifetime.

The Doctrine of  God’s Sovereignty
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The Missionary Period
We have previously considered the life and 
ministry of one of Ireland’s greatest sons, 
Columba of Iona. It is said that Columba was 
exiled from his native land following excom-
munication, arising from a war he had fought 
over the ownership of a copy of a prayer book. 
His first biographer states, however, that it was 
a burning zeal for the glory of Christ which 
motivated him, and, since Ireland is a small 
and self-contained unit, a man of his zeal 
would itch for pastures new. We may safely say 
that Columba crossed the Irish Sea directed 
by God for the advancement of his kingdom 
and the glory of his name. From earlier studies 
we know how wonderfully Columba was used, 
and even more wonderfully for England, his 
follower Aidan. 

Missionary work in England was but one 
part of Ireland’s spreading importance as a 
Christian nation. In 585 another Irishman, 
Columbanus, finding Ireland too small for his 
missionary zeal, embarked for France with 
twelve disciples. Finding favour with King 
Gontran of Burgundy, Columbanus estab-
lished a monastic order, with rules of strict 
severity, and with Celtic doctrines and prac-
tices. These latter, including holding to the 
Eastern dating of Easter, soon brought him 
into conflict with the Roman clergy of the dis-
trict. The conflict ended when, despairing of 
the wickedness of Queen Brynhilde and her 
grandchildren, he excommunicated them; she 
responded by banishing him to his native land. 
In the providence of God he instead found his 
way to Zurich where he began to evangelise 
an idolatrous population. He fled once more, 
this time to Milan, where he founded the 
monastery of Bobbio, later to be famous as the 
home of the Muratorian Fragment. 

Missionary endeavour faded within fif-
ty years of Columbanus’ death in 615, due 
mainly to Northumbria’s submission to the 
Western dating of Easter at Whitby in 664, 
and later due to the great threat brought to 
Ireland by the Danish invasion.

The Danish Invasion
Among the great kings of Europe stands the 
name of Charlemagne. He is known as a 
great Christian king, who did much to save 
Christian Europe from the pagan hordes. In 
his 1902 A Short History of the Church of Ireland, L 
A Pooler points out that, as a consequence of 
his method, Charlemagne sowed the seeds of 
the destruction of Celtic Christianity. 

France suffered from Saxon invasions, and 
Charlemagne was the king who succeeded 
in ending these, with such success that thou-
sands of Saxons were taken prisoner, and were 
offered baptism or death; many chose death. 
In 782 one Witikind, son-in-law to the Danish 
king, fled to his mother’s court after yet an-
other failed revolt against the French. He 
taught the Danes to hate Christians, who had, 
in his experience, shown themselves to be 
bloodthirsty and merciless killers. The Danes 
responded by making war on Christians, 
beginning with raids on English monaster-
ies along the North Sea coast. Within fifteen 
years the Danes were raiding, and then in-
vading, Ireland. The distrust which existed 
between the Irish chieftains meant that no 
effective resistance could be organised. Large 
swathes of Ireland came under Danish pagan 
rule. Although pushed back to their centre of 
power, the newly-built city of Dublin, follow-
ing their defeat in 1014, the Danes continued 
to be a presence in the land.

The Danes had been influenced by 
Christianity for some time before this defeat, 
although their acceptance of the once-hated 
faith would have serious consequences for the 
Irish Church. The long period of warfare had 
weakened the Church to such an extent that 
the ruling families had been able to put their 
own friends and sons into the highest offices, 
regardless of suitability. Simony and nepotism 
were rife, with other unspecified abuses, and 
no obvious hope of reformation from within. 
In despair, Gilbert, Bishop of Dublin, with 
Malachy, Bishop of Down, looked to the re-
ordered Church of Rome for help. Malachy 
was appointed papal legate in 1139, and he 

applied for palls for four archbishops. By 1152 
these had been granted, although they were 
not unanimously welcomed by the Irish bish-
ops. Ireland was now within the fold of the 
Roman Catholic Church. Her lot was about 
to be made worse.

The English Invasion
In 1154 Nicholas Breakspear was elected Pope, 
and became Adrian IV, the only English hold-
er of the office. He had been educated on the 
continent by Irish monks, and, when Henry 
II of England, a Plantagenet, began to cast his 
eye over Ireland, Adrian encouraged him, ap-
parently from high motives. In exchange for 
the promise of a penny per household a year, 
Adrian sanctioned the enterprise, but Henry 
was dissuaded by his mother, the Empress 
Mathilda. 

The following year the Irish themselves 
brought about the invasion when two kings 
made war on one, and he, Dermot of Leinster, 
appealed to Henry for help. Henry delegated 
to Richard de Clare, Earl of Pembroke, who 
gathered an army and invaded. The peasants 
of Ireland were no match for armoured men-
at-arms and English cavalry, and the invad-
ers restored Dermot. On his death in 1170 
Pembroke ascended the throne of Leinster, 
earning the wrath of Henry who invaded two 
years later, and received nominal submission 
from Pembroke and the majority of the Irish 
chiefs, the men of Ulster being the notable 
exceptions.

Shortly after he left, the Irish Church met 
in Synod at Cashel, and agreed a series of can-
ons, which brought the Church of Ireland in 
line with the Church of England, and which 
ensured that greater power would pass to the 
Church since all communicants had to make 
over a portion of their moveable property 
to the Church on death. The overall effect 
of these changes was to bring the Church of 
Ireland under the authority of the Church 
of England, and so under the authority of 
the Pope. A letter written from the papal of-
fice to Henry II acknowledged the historical 

independence of the Church of Ireland, which 
independence was to be removed by such 
means as those outlined above. 

Another means used to subjugate the Irish 
Church was the setting up of continental 
monastic orders, in place of the old, Celtic 
orders which had suffered so much since the 
Danish invasion and after. Rome’s grip was 
tightening.

Roman Supremacy
English royal indifference to Ireland, as the 
Plantagenets pursued their interests in France, 
left the Irish at the mercy of rapacious barons. 
Those parts which had been most securely 
under Danish rule became the most English, 
since they were already familiar with English 
law. Among the ruling classes (Englishmen 
who had been given grants of lands) some 
remained staunchly English, while others 
became known as ‘the degenerate English’, 
and were accused of being more Irish than 
the Irish. Through intermarriage with Irish 
clans they consolidated their holdings, casting 
off any pretence at submission to the English 
crown. The effect was to have two Irelands, 
one of relatively uncivilised, warlike clans, the 
other of relatively civilised warlike rulers. The 
Church was divided between them, and there 
are records of terrible deeds being carried 
out by bishop against bishop over disputed 
portions of their various dioceses, or as they 
sought to enrich themselves by confiscating 
the lands of families against whom trumped-
up charges were brought.

The situation in Ireland became so bad 
that even the Pope attempted to intervene to 
re-establish law and order, with little success. 
The English Crown, faced with the choice be-
tween ignoring Ireland and subduing the land 
properly and completely to English rule, chose 
the former path. This suited the ruling classes 
since it meant they were free to pursue their 
own agendas.

During this time one man stands out, 
Bishop Richard Fitz-Ralph of Dundalk, who 
successfully argued for the supremacy of the 
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diocese of Armagh over Dublin, but who was 
unsuccessful in his attempts to banish the 
begging friars from his parishes, arguing that 
travelling from parish to parish to hear confes-
sion and order penance in exchange for mon-
ey was contrary to Christ’s teaching. He died 
near Avignon in 1360, and it was suggested 
that the friars had poisoned him. Fitz-Ralph 
had sent clergy to Oxford in the unsuccess-
ful hope of obtaining a Bible. He made efforts 
to evangelise the native Irish, preaching in 
their own language. He is known as the Irish 
Wickliffe, and may even have been an influ-
ence on the great English proto-Reformer. 

The conclusion we should draw is that 

England, having gained the power in Ireland, 
was little interested in governing her properly. 
She became a victim of cruel and bloody ty-
rants who used her to further their own ambi-
tions. When the Church became like the state 
the effect was terrible for the Irish people. 
Laws were passed ordering a clear division 
between English and Irish, even requiring the 
English to shave their upper lips at least once 
a fortnight so that they could be readily rec-
ognised as English. The Irish, viewed as an 
underclass, were subjected to cruel tyranny 
by clergy and barons alike. No wonder they 
learned to hate the English so well.

To BE ConCluDED

studies in I Peter
ThE EdiToR

V Christian living in relation to others, 2:11-3:12

This long section is broken down into six 
shorter parts. The whole deals with a series 
of relationships—to the state, to an employ-
er, to one’s family. It begins and ends (2:11-
12, 3:8-12) with exhortations applicable to 
all Christians. In the centre we are given the 
example of the Lord Jesus Christ (2:21b-25), 
whose patient submission to suffering is to be 
imitated. 

Reasons for self-discipline
The opening exhortation deals with general 
points, applicable to all Christians. It con-
tains a negative and a positive part, the for-
mer of which is private and inward, the latter 

public and outward. The word ‘abstain’ usual-
ly means ‘stand apart from’, as when a person 
might abstain from voting. They are neither 
for nor against the motion. Here it means to 
actively avoid, to keep away from. Israel was 
required to abstain from various things, such 
as dead bodies, idolatry, and sexual sins. In 
the sermon on the mount, Matt. 5:27ff, Jesus 
teaches that it is not only the outward and 
public avoidance of sin which is intended, but 
the inner and private avoidance. This is the 
sense Peter has in mind. Why? Because these 
things war against the soul. Note that Peter 
calls us ‘strangers and pilgrims’, an expression 
which ought to bring to mind Abraham, Isaac 

and Jacob, who were strangers in Canaan, 
and who had to live in such a way as to show 
that they were not the same as the inhabit-
ants of the land. The danger to which they 
were constantly exposed, and which over-
came their descendants following the con-
quest of the land, was that they could become 
ensnared by these things, and so begin to live 
exactly as the Amorites, whose judgment God 
had revealed, Gen 15. Thus their very lives 
were in danger from sin, and obedience to the 
will of God was their protection. It is the same 
for us. We know that the danger is inward, in 
that we can commit sin by thought, as well as 
by word and deed. More, we can sin by what 
we fail to think, do or say, as much as by what 
we do. 

The sins Peter has in mind are those he 
calls ‘fleshly lusts’, or, as it may be translated, 
worldly desires. So Peter has in mind more 
than just those gross moral failings of which 
we are all aware; he also means setting our 
hearts on anything which belongs to this pre-
sent, passing world at the expense of trust in 
the Lord and his promises. Whatever diverts 
us from faithfulness to the Lord can be said to 
war against the soul. 

The positive and public aspect is given in 
v 12; we are to have our conversation, or con-
duct, honest among the Gentiles. Again, think 
of Abraham and the patriarchs. Abraham 
caused hurt to Pharaoh by hiding his true re-
lationship to Sarah, Gen 12:10ff. Isaac used 
the same ruse with Abimelech, Gen 26:6-11, 
and again risked great trouble. Jacob com-
plained that the actions of Simeon and Levi 
toward the Shechemites caused his name 
to stink. Each of these events, contrasted in 
Genesis with the unblamable behaviour of 
Joseph, shows how easily we can behave in 
a way which is dishonouring to the Lord. 
The particular audience—in Genesis it is the 
Egyptians, Amalekites and Canaanites—is 
meant to see righteousness in action. Instead, 
they saw sin just like their own. Peter exhorts 
all Christians to remember their calling, and 
to live in such a way that sinners will have no 

option but to confess that these are righteous, 
even if we are hated for our faith. Christians 
who make the news for their public failings do 
immense harm to the cause of Christ, and we 
should pray for ourselves, and for Christians 
in high-profile positions, that all would be 
kept from such failings.

Peter adds one point concerning our pub-
lic witness before unbelievers. When we live 
honestly and obediently those who misrep-
resent Christianity, and who accuse us of all 
manner of evil, will be forced to admit that we 
are not what they say. We are accused of hat-
ing homosexuals. Let us show by our actions 
that we hate sin in all its forms, especially in 
us, but that we also earnestly desire the good 
of others by setting before them the riches of 
Christ. We do this, so very often, by simply 
being kind, understanding, gracious and pa-
tient. This is in such contrast to the view the 
world has of us that it takes unbelievers by 
surprise. They are then forced to review their 
opinions of us. The end Peter has in mind is 
probably that time when the grace of God be-
gins to work in an individual. Such a person, 
having formerly hated Christianity, is brought 
to confess its truth, and to admit the honesty 
of Christians. This means we have a solemn 
duty not to obstruct any by acting in unright-
eous ways. Note Matt 5:16. This is Peter’s in-
spiration for this verse.

The duty of submission to secular 
powers
Our attention is now focussed on specific are-
as of obedience. Peter uses a general heading; 
‘Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man 
for the Lord’s sake’. This has the potential to 
lead us into trouble, if we misunderstand the 
phrase ‘ordinance of man’. We cannot believe 
that Peter is simply telling us to obey any and 
every law passed by any government or insti-
tution; such a command would be the same as 
telling us to sin. Peter himself had refused to 
obey an order, Acts 5:28f. Are we to think that 
he had changed his mind? The word trans-
lated ‘ordinance’ was used in classical Greek 
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of the human founding of a city, and so comes 
to be used of common social institutions of 
an ordered society. However, in the Bible it 
always refers to the products and activity of 
God, Mark 13:19 (‘creation’), II Cor 5:17 
(‘creature’). So it is suggested that we should 
read ‘ordinance of man’ as ‘every divine insti-
tution among men’. Note Rom 13:1, ‘the pow-
ers that be are ordained of God’. We see that 
divine institutions exist among men. These 
include also the pastors and ministers of the 
church. In other words, Peter is telling us that 
we are to recognise that God has ordained 
certain things, as law and government, and 
that we should therefore obey rulers as pos-
sessing a truly divine authority.

This means that Christians are being ex-
horted to be law-abiding, honest, obedient, 
loyal, and peaceable. If we act like this we do 
two things. First, we act as examples to unbe-
lievers, so that they can see what good citizens 
look like. Secondly, we show that true faith in 
Christ is the best cause of social stability, of 
good government, good behaviour and good 
citizenship. Those who deny God’s author-
ity over their lives often also deny the right of 
government to rule and order them. We who 
have submitted to God’s rule show that we ac-
knowledge the rights of rulers over us.

Of course, if it is ‘divine institutions among 
men’ we are to obey, it must follow that we are 
not being required to obey such institutions 
when they rebel against God. We will have 
to face the consequences of such resistance, 
but we must be prepared, like Peter, to go to 
prison rather than to deny Christ.

In v 13b-14 Peter shows that delegated 
authority is still authority. It does not matter 
whether laws and orders come from kings, or 
from those who are under them; they still pos-
sess authority to issue such laws. This is dem-
onstrated by the fact that they have power 
to reward good and punish evil. They there-
fore also have the power to say what is and is 
not good or evil; we must obey them. By ac-
knowledging this in the way we live we silence 
those who accuse us of being disloyal because 

we serve a higher Power, the throne of God. 
Obedience to God does not oppose the rule 
of man.

Peter then deals with an objection, v 16. 
Are we not free in Christ? Why should we then 
be bound to obey things which belong to this 
present, passing world? Because we are serv-
ants of Christ, says Peter. Yes, we are free, but 
our freedom is exercised in obeying our Lord, 
and in obeying those our Lord has set up over 
us. This is his will. Remember that in Gen 1 
God revealed his will for the creation by set-
ting up man to rule over the created order. 
God is a God of order, not of chaos. Christians 
must acknowledge this, and live by it.

Finally, Peter sets out an important truth 
when he distinguishes between the honour 
we are to show to all, and the love we are to 
have for ‘the brotherhood’. He spells this out 
as ‘Fear God. Honour the King’. We are not 
to so obey man as to hurt fellow Christians, 
nor are we to so submit to rulers that we dis-
honour God. These things must all go togeth-
er. Just how we do this is one of the lessons of 
grace we all need to learn!

The duty of servants to master
The relationship between servants and mas-
ters can rightly be seen as a continuation of 
the same theme. It concerns lawful authority, 
and the need to submit. In one sense this is 
a practical outworking of the teaching he has 
just given. If servants cannot obey their mas-
ters why would they obey officials and rulers? 
Note that this submission is to be had to any 
master, whether good or not. It is easy to obey 
a kind master, and much harder to obey a wil-
ful one, yet both must be obeyed. We would 
prefer to obey laws we approve, but we must 
obey all laws, even ones we dislike. 

Such obedience may well lead to suffer-
ing, because some masters are unkind. If we 
are suffering because we are obeying, then 
we are not wrong. Our calling is to suffer for 
obeying the truth, v 21a. This truth may be 
something hidden from masters and employ-
ers; we cannot obey in dishonest things, only 

in true things. So an order to break the law, to 
sin, to be dishonest or to hurt others, cannot 
be obeyed. We will suffer for refusing to obey, 
but then we have been called to suffer for the 
truth. If we do wrong as servants or employees 
we may gain the thanks of our employer, but 
we risk the punishment meted out by the law, 

and deservedly so. Thus Peter, without spell-
ing the matter out, shows us that we are to 
obey in all things lawful and honest. Suffering 
for the truth is honourable. Let us not shy 
away from such honourable action. This is, 
after all, what the Lord Jesus Christ did, and 
why he suffered for us.

 
TO BE CONTINUED

Book Reviews

100% cHrIstIANIty How the Gospel changes everything
Jago Wynne
Inter-Varsity Press, 2014 187 pp, paperback £8.99 ISBN 978-1-78359-119-0

What does becoming a Christian mean for the way we live? The author, currently Associate 
Rector at Holy Trinity Clapham, contends that, while many view Christianity as a mere add-on 
to life, the reality is that coming to Christ must affect all of every part of us. In short, he seeks 
to convince his readers that the whole life must be surrendered to Christ, so that everything 
we say and do, the way we live, and all our attitudes, are the result of our union with him.

This is a fine and commendable aim, and the author has many helpful things to say. He is 
committed to the inspiration and authority of Scripture, and he writes honestly about the 
pressures and temptations on us to conform to a standard of life which is acceptable to the 
unconverted among whom we live. We are treated to perhaps rather more anecdotes about 
his family than we really need, although his style is warm and engaging, and it is hard not to be 
drawn along by his enthusiasm.

Divided into three sections, the book deals with 100% Gospel (Christianity is 100% Christ, 
critical and credible), 100% passion (Christianity is 100% struggle, Spirit-empowerment and 
satisfaction), and 100% life (Christianity is 100% inclusive, inter-relational and integrated). Each 
sub-section ends with a short study with some questions to see if the reader is following, 
and prayers to be prayed. Given the author’s former association with Holy Trinity Brompton, 
home of the highly questionable Alpha Course, it is not a surprise to see the general pattern, 
which promotes decisionism.

Studies in I Peter

Acting Editor’s Note: We live, regretfully, in a day when most evangelicals have abandoned the Authorised 
(King James) Version of the Bible. Rather, therefore, than refusing to review most books, we try to warn 
readers by stating if the book uses another version of the Bible. The position of The Gospel Magazine 
remains true to the AV as the best text and translation, in beautiful and formative English. That we name 
another translation does not mean we endorse it.
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A discerning reader will benefit from this book, but since it is aimed at serious enquirers or 
new converts it is unlikely to be read by such. The author quotes various editions of the NIV 
and other paraphrases. 

EJM

FrUItFULNess oN tHe FroNtLINe. Making a difference where 
you are
Mark Greene
Inter-Varsity Press, 2014 202 pp, paperback £8.99 ISBN 978-1-78359-125-1

The aim of this book is to show Christians that they have a role to play as witnesses to Christ 
wherever they are. Taking his cue from the servant girl of 2 Kings 5, the author shows in his 
introduction that believers are called upon to act as believers no matter where God, in his 
wisdom, places us. 

This is a good and laudable aim, and the author undertakes it with interest, wit and 
substance. Using a wide variety of anecdotes, he shows how, in varying situations, different 
people with different gifts and graces, can all be used by the Lord to have a Christian attitude, 
understanding and influence. There are some encouraging sections, and the subject itself is one 
which is probably underrated in most churches.

There are, however, two problems with the book. The first is that, among the various forms 
of fruitfulness which the author describes, living in obedience to the law of the Lord is almost 
entirely absent. On a couple of occasions, what we may term ‘moral choices’ are encouraged, 
but under the heading of ‘Being a mouthpiece for truth and justice’. On this basis, moral living 
is about preventing people from behaving unjustly toward others, not about submitting to the 
holy will of God.

The other problem is that there is no treatment about what a Christian is. The author 
appears to assume the reader will be clear on this point, with the result that some may be 
confirmed in a false faith, where actions are taken as evidence of faith, rather than as springing 
from it. This is not to accuse the author of error, merely of allowing a reader to potentially 
make the error for themselves. Modern versions are quoted.

EJM
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