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The His'ronv of _IOSEPH
[ Continued from our laft. ]

: CHAP XL
‘ Jofeph’s policy to ftay his brethren. Gen. xliv.

*‘)N order to detain his brethren, and.
1' enjay more of his beloved Benjamin’s:
P company in particular, without. ma-;
ﬂ big v king himfelf known to them, Jofeph -
g =% & has recoutfe to the following ftrata=:.
W?'g‘ 5"}, gem : ¢ He commands the fteward ~
“ UV of hishoufe to fill their facks with |
food, as much as they could carry; and not only put",
every man’s money in his fack’s mouth again, but to
put hislown filver cup in alfo. They had .gone but a.:
little. 'way, out of the city, when Jofeph ordered hls
fteward to overtake them, and fay unto them, Where-
fore have ye rewarded evil  for good ! .[A mo& cuttings,
interrogation !] ye haye, taken away' my wmafter’s citp
that'he drmketh out of [An awful charge l] and whereby
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he divineth.” Jofeph, a fervant and worfhipper of Je-
hovah the true God, had nothing to do with divination,
or the black art. But, by means of this cup, he tried
and proved them, and brought to light and knowledge
things that were fecret to him before, as we fhall fec
hereafter. ¢ Ye have done evil in fo doing.”

Doubtlefs, they were amazed at a charge, of which
they knew themfelves perfectly innocent, Therefore,
with all the courage which innocence could infpire, they
afk the fteward, ¢ Wherefore faith my Lord thefe words ?
God forbid that thy fervants fhould do fuch a thing.”
They deteft the crime 5 and, as a proof of their honeity,
refer him to their bringing back their money, which
they before found in their facks mouth ; yea, they boldly
declare, upon whomfoever the cup fhould be found, he
thould die, and they would become bond-fervants to the
fteward, O ye fons of Jacob! now prepare for a
fhock. -

They eagerly took down their facks, and the fteward
opened and fearched them ; when, to their utmoft afto-
nithment, and greateft diftrefs, the mifling cup was
found in Benjamin’s fack. Ye fons of fympathy, and
daughters of compaflion, do ye not feel for the amaze-
ment and diftrefs thefe brethren muft be in ! Poor crea-
tures | they muft now be at their wits end,  No marvel
that, in their agony, they rent their cloaths. Fatal to
them all, and to their aged and affe@ionate father, they
mutft think this event would prove. But be it what it
may, they were compelled to fee the iflue of it: there-
fore they laded lh..u' afies, and returned back to the
city.

Now for another moft awful interview with Jofeph,
They came: into his prefencc%:nd fell before him on
the ground. Doubtlefs they Were afhamed and afraid
to look him in the face, < And Jofeph ifaid unto them,
What dced is this that ye have done ? Wot ye not that
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fuch aman as I can certainly divine }” We may well
{fuppofe Jofeph fpake this with a ftern countenance, and
in an angry tone, to reprehend them for an action the
moft bafe, wicked, and ungrateful, of which nothing too
bad could be faid. But obferve, Jofeph feems to have
a referve in his fpeech, He does not abfolutely fix the
charge upon'them, but fpeaks to it obliquely ; not by
way of aflertion, but by an interrogation ; for he well
knew their innocence; and therefore could not with
truth, and a good confcience, charge it upon them : and
he appeals to them concerning his fkill and judgment
to detect it. It is good and right, at all times, to
watch over our words, and to guard our {peech, left we
offend with our tongue. Poor fouls! without doubt
they were quaking and trembling before him.

But Judah, recovering himfelf, replied in the moft
fimple, honeft, and artlefs manner, ¢ What thall we fay
unto my lord ? what fhall we fpeak ! or how fhall we
clear ourfelves i” fignifying, that they were non-plus’d,
confounded, and at their wits end what to fay, Own
the theft, they could not, Deny it, they dare not: for
the cup was found upon them, The fa& feemed plain
againft them, Though they might fufpeét fome fraud,
yet they were afraid to fpeak out. Therefore, being in .

great ftrait, he delivers himfelf with the greateft modefty,
and humbly appeals to Jofeph. But he confefles to him,
¢t God hath found out the iniquity of thy fervants.”
Here he might have reference, not to the ftealing the
cup, but to fome other crime they had been guilty of,
and for which confcience did its office, in teftifying of
it, and for which God was now about to vifit them.

But it is moft probable, their iniquity of felling Joa
feph into Egypt was the ghoft that now haunted their
minds, and diftreffed their fouls. But, adds Judah to
Jofeph, ¢ Behold, we are my lord’s fervants, both we,
and he alfo with whom the cup is found.,” Ay, but

2 P2 Judah,
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Judah, before the cup was difcovered, you faid, the mag
thould die upon whom it was found. Now you only
fay, he fhall be a fervant. Well, more than ever, ye
are all now fulfilling Jofeph’s dream, in acknowledguw
yourfelves his fervants, and his dominion over you. But
hear the good man’s reply: Jofeph faid, ** God forbid
that 1 fhould do fo,” i. e. make all of you fuffer for the
crime of one: that is both unjuft and unreafonable.
¢ But the man in whofe hand the cup is found, he
fhall bc my fervant : but as for you, get you up in peace
unto your father.” This muft be like a dreadful thun-
derclap, enough to make the ears of them all to ttngle,
rend their hearts, and diftrefs them to their very fouls.
For if Benjamin is detained, how drgadful_ muft the
parting be ! What muft become of their aged father !
What of Judah, who was {I..IICIY for him, and faid, If I
bring him not unto thee, let me bear the biame for ever !
Therefore, to go in peace to their father, was abfolutely
mpo{ﬁble

- Thus were they now perplexcd and diftrefled on every
fide. A moft dark and impenetrable cloud of prowdence
now ha.uovs over them, and feems juft ready to burft
on them. But though they faw it not, it was foon to
be difperfed, and fucceeded by the bright fhining of the
fun, with comfort, peace, and joy. Thus it often is,
in the experience of God’s people, as it is in nature, al-
ways darkeft juft before the morning light breaks forth :
the darket feafons of adverfi ity are often forerunners of the
brighteft fcenes of profperity.  Judah, who had pleaded
for hls brother Joleph’s life, and by whofe means it was
fpared, and he fold into Egypt, is now made the happy
inftrument of pleading their caufemth]ofeph and , by the
relation of a true and artlefs tale, fo works upon his
paffions, that he could no Ionger refrain from making
himfelf known unto them,

In’pirg&!
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Infpirgd with a fenfe of innocence of the charge laid
pgainft them, and with fome courage and refolution,
Judah drew near unto Jofeph, and thus politely and af-
fectionately addreffed him : ¢ O my lord, let thy fervant,
I pray thee, f{peak a word in my lord’s ears, and let not
thine anger burn againft thy fervant : for tbou art even

as Pharaoh.” As though he had faid, We honor thee
as fuch. Thou haft full dominion over us. We are in
thy hands, to do as it pleafeth thee with us. What a
moft perfe& fulfilment of Jofeph’s dream is here ! ¢ My
lord afked his fervants, faying, Have ye a father, or a
brother ! And we faid unto my lord, We have a fa-
ther, an old man ; and a child of his age, a little one:
and his brother is dead”——Stop, Judah— Jofeph, how
couldft thou bear to hear this? Ye reft of the fons of
Jacob, who were privy to the affair of Jofeph, how:
could ye fupport yourfelves on hearing this ¢ Reader,
paufe a moment, and reflet on this amazing [cene of
God’s prov:dence, over- rulmg their cruelty, and bring-
ing them before Jofeph, to confefs, in his prefence, their
belief of his death, Surely Judah muft ftammer here,
and his brethren in iniquity muft be confounded, at his
pronouncing it. .

But he goes on : ¢ And he alone [Benjamin] is left
of his mother, and his father loveth him: and thou
faidft unto thy fervants, Bring him down to me, that I
may fetmme eyes upon him. And we faid unto my
lord, The lad cannot leave his father; for if he fhould,
his father would die. And_thou faidft unto thy fer-
vants, Except your youngeft brother come down with
you, you fhall fee my face no more. When we came
up unto thy fervant my father, we told him the words
of my lord. And our father faid, Go again, and buy
us a little food. And we faid, We cannot go down : if
our youngeﬂ: brother be with us, then will we go down ;
for W may not fee the man’s face, except our youngeft

brother
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‘brother be with us. And thy fervant my father f2id
unto us, Ye know that my wife bare me two fons ; and
the one went out from me : and I faid, Verily he is torn
in pieces ; and I faw him not fince,

Now Jofeph has got from them, what his aged, affec~
tionate father thought concerning him. Was it not
enough to make him burft out into a fit of rage againft
them, and make himfelf known, by crying out, in
fevereft refentment, ¢ Take thefe wretches hence, and
punith them in the fevereft manner; but flay them
not: let them live fuch a life, as to make death prefer-
able to it, for their cruelty to me, and the anguifh and
diftrefs of foul they thereby brought upon my dear, lov-
ing, and beloved father #** But no: he {aw the over-ruling
hand of the Lorp in all, and caufing all to work for
all their good. Therefore he fits coolly, hears atten-
tively, and is a perfe€t mafter of himfelf and his paffions.
What is it, which the grace of God is not able to effect
in us? We can do all things, thro’ Chrift ftrengthening
us. O may our eyes be more upon our gracious Lord,
and ftrengthning Saviour !

But Judah goes on with what his father faid, ‘¢ And
if ye take this fon alfo from me, and mifchief befal him,
ye fhall bring down my grey hairs with forrow to the
grave. Now therefore, when I come home to my fa-
ther, and the lad be not with us (feeing that his life is
bound up with the lad’s life), it thall come to pafs, when
he feeth the lad is not with us, that he fhall die; and
thy fervants fhall bring down the grey heirs of thy fer-
vant our father with forrow to the grave: for thy fer-
vant became furety for the lad unto my father, faying,
If I bring him not unto thee, then fhall T bear the blame
to my father for ever.’

What a moving, what an affe@ing fcene is here
prefented. to Jofeph ! As though he had faid, Suffer
me, my Jord, to .appeal to your tender feelingy,

Image

4
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Image to -your mind, all of us returning to, and
meeting with’ our aged and honored father (whote life
is bound up in the life of Benjamin), when lo, we ap-~
pear before him, and he -fees him not with us, the
fhock would be too great for his infirm body to fuf~
tain. He would not live to alk us the reafon, but cer-
tain, fudden death would inftantly feize him; and, as
for me, think, O think, 1 befeech you, my lord, what
poignant diftrefs, what pungent grief, I muft fall under,
who, relying on your goodnefs, pledged myfelf for his
{ufe return, and was therefore the f{ole caufe of his tender
father’s parting with him. I therefore befeech my lord
to accept the propofal I now make. For my dear fa-
ther’s, for my beloved Benjamin’s, and for my own fake,
+¢ I pray thee, let thy fervant abide, inftead of the lad, a
bond-fervant to my lord ; and let the lad go up with his
brethren. For how fhall I go up to my father, and the
lad be not with me ! left peradventure I fee the evil that
fhall come upon my father.” The very thought is
racking : the fight muft prove fatal. I had rather eadure
the hardeft bondage in Egypt, than fee it. Accept me,
1 pray thee, and let my dear brother go free. What
effe&t this moving addres had upon Jofeph, the next
chapter informs us. The Lord help us now to make
improvement of this ! I

Did Jofleph order the cup to be put into the pofleflion
of Benjamin, who was neareft and deareft to him of alf
his brethren, to put him in apparent danger, to fee how
his brethren ftood affected to him, and to try how they
would behave to him under fuch circumftances, and that
he might have a reafon for retaining Benjamin with him ?
Let then this be.an eftablithed truth in our minds, that the
cup of the greateft afiliions the Lord often adminifters
to thofe whom he loves beft ; and that afllictions from
the Lord are no proofs of the want of love in him. This
holds true, both with refpect to the moft dearly beloved

" Son
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Son of God, and all his beloved brethren.  Behold him,
who was the delight of his Father’s foul, and in whom
he was well pleafed, with the bittereft cup of his Fa-
ther's wrath given him to drink. Hear him' faying,
with the greateft fortitude, ¢ The cup which my Father
hath given me, fhall I not drink it?”* John xviii. 1.
But yet praying, in the greateft agony, *¢ Father, if
thou be willing, remove this cup from me ;” and add-
ing, with the deepeft humility, and moft perfe& refigna-
tion, ““ neverthelefs, not my will, but thine be done,”
Luke xxii, 42.

Did Jofeph bring the charge' of theft againft his be-
loved and innocent brother { Behold, ¢ God made his
beloved Son to be fin for us, who knew no fin.,” He
laid upon him the iniquity of us all,” Ifai. lii. 6, He
made Chrift to fuffer all that punifhment which law and
juftice could infliét, and which was due to our fins;
yet, in and under all this, there was the moft perfe&t
and confummate love dwelt in the heart of God to his
only begotten Son. Here let humble faith bow to di-
vine fovereignty : let not the cavils of proud reafon be
heard, nor the murmurs of daring unbelief be uttered ;
but let this word filence all, ** It PLEASED THE LorDp
to bruife him, and put him to grief,” (lfa. liii. 10.)
O ye redeemed, it is by this pleafure of the Lorp that
your fins are taken away, and that your fouls live and
are faved. _

Again: As Jofeph, by putting his brother Benjamin
to apparent danger, hereby tried his brethren, to fee
how they ftood affected, and would behave towards him
under thefe circumftances ; fo God tries all the eledt,
‘beloved brethren of Chrift, What, O ye profefled dif-
ciples of Chrift, think ye of God’s beloved Son, under
all that load of obloquy, fhame, contempt, and igno-
miny, in which he appeared in the days of his flefh ?
Look at HiM as a condemned malefaltor ; fee Bim de-

' fpifed,
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fpiled, rejected, and fet at nought : hear the cry of the
multitude, Away with him, crucify him, See HIM
hanging on the-accurfed tree, between two thieves.
Hear H1M crying out, as tho’ forfaken of God, as well
as rejected of men : behold him bowing his head, and
giving up the ghott, like any other mortal.—And what
think ye, what fay ye of him ? Why, unlefs the Holy
Ghoft hath glorified Jefus in your fight, and to your
heart, you will think no more of him than any other man,
nor care any more about him than they did who cruci=’
fied him, But if the loving Spirit has given you pre-
cious faith, Chrift will then appear moft precious, alto-
gether lovely, infinitely glorious, and ever to be moft
earneftly defired ; fo that you will exclaim of him,
¢ This is my beloved and my friend, my Saviour and
my God, on whom my hope is placed, and from whom
all my falvation cometh, O I fee (uch grace and glory
in him, that attralls my affetions to him, T am never
happy, I can never be cafy, but when I am abiding in
him, and c'lf:a.ving to him with purpofe of heart, To
know him, is life: to enjoy him, is heaven: to look ta

" him, is falvation; to follow him, thro® evil report and

good report, is the fure way to endlefs glory I” Is this
the language of your heart concerning him? This is
tried faith, true faith, the faith of God’s ele: mani-
feftly fo, becaufe it vitally unites the heart and affec-
tions to God’s chofen Servant, his beloved Son. Ard
while Chrift is thus glorified to. you, and you are thus
glorifying Chrift, praife the Lord the Spiric for his dif-
criminating grace, in giving you this precious faith,
whereby you know and enjoy the Father’s love in Chrift,
and full, perfect, and everlafting falvation by Chrift.
Let faith have its perfe® work, even to live to-day,
to-morrow, and to the end of time, upon the fulnefs of
Jefus, till the curtain of time fhall drop, the foul take
its flight to the prefence of Chrift in the manfions of

Vor. V, 3 Q glory,



490 Tue GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

- glory, where faith fhall be loft in fight, and changed
into full fruition of him who is precious to all who be-
lieve. Lord, increafe our faith in thee !

[ o be continued in cur next. ]

ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY.
CHAP. IX. (of BOOK IL)
[ Continued from our lafl. }

28 U T how incurable the corruption of the papal

doltrine became in thefe times, is plain from
three capital errors, which before were particular, but
were now become univerfal and public. The firft is,
that of tranfubftantiation, which in the year 1215, il
the fourth general Lateran council, under Innocent the
third, at which there were more than 1000 prelates,
whence by the Romanifls. it is called the twelfth cecu-
menical council : then it was eftablifhed by an eloquent
decree. This was followed by other errors : the adora-
tion of the hoft, and koecling to it,  When Urban 1V,
was pontiff, in the year 1264, 2 folemn feaft in honour
the facrament was inflituted : the office for which wus
compoled by Aquinas ; and the occalion, {ome revela-
tions of Leodienfian filly women, Another is the moll
foul marketting of felling of indulgznces, which though
it was a little refirained by Innocent the third, yet by
the occalion of the crufado expeditions, and afterwaidy
by the jubilee inftituted by Boniface the eighth, it pis
thered ftrength, The third is auricular confeflion, cons
cerning which it is thus decreed in the fame Latcran
council 1 Every faithful perfon of each fex, as foon
they come to years of dilcretion, muft fingly and faiths
fully confefs all their fins to their proper prictt, at leafk
once ayear ; and afterwards {tudy to unt.erwo the penance

cijoined
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enjoined with all their might ; and otherwife, if living,
det him or her be driven from entring the church ; and,
if dead, let them want chriftian burial.

29. Many other monftrous opinions, befides, arc in-
forced by the monks ; to which may be referred the por-
tentous book called The Eternal Gofpel, of which Cy-
rillus the Carmelite, according to fome, was the author ;
according to others, John of Parma, an Italian monk,
and gener.al of the order of the Minor Friers; formed
from the dreams of foachami the abbot, and Cyrillus
the monk ; in which is babbled forth, That this gofpel
exceeds the Old and New Teftament : that the gofpel
of the Spirit, which is much more perfect, fuccéeds the
gofpel of Chrift, from the year 1260. that only the
barefooted friars could now inftruét men in fpiricual and
eternal things, &c.  John Vauldo {trenuoufly oppoled it,
with whom many others jﬁinel in the oppoficion ; but
the affair being brought before the pope, he not only
condemned the gofpel itfelf, but alio the dodirine of its
antagonifts, and Valdo’s do&trine, that the invidioufnefs
of the fa& fhould not wholly be laid on the monks,

30. And how fhould any thing remain found in doc-
trine, when the whole form of the Roman church, from
being corrupt, became daily more corrupt, through
their means that governed it? At the firt appearance of
Waldus, in the year 1150, Alexander the third filled the
papal chairy who reduced the emperor Frederic the firft
to fuch fubmiffion, that, mecting the pope at the en-
trance of the great church of St. Mark at Venice, he
proftrated himfelf on the ground, and, laying afide his -
robe, craved pardon for what had paffed, that hé might
reccive the kifs of peace. It is added {which neverthe-
lefs is controverted by others), that the pope fet his foot
upon the neck of Cafar, who lay proftrate at his feet,
faying, ¢ It is written, Thou fhalt tread upen the alp
and the bafilifk, and fhalt crampie upon the lion and the

32 Q.2 dragon.”
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dragon.” This man fhewed an infolence refembling it,
when he gave the command of the Adriatic fea as 2
.token of gratitude to the fenate of Venice ; and aéted
againft Henry the fecond, king of England, in the
caufe of Thomas Becket, archbifhop of Canterbury,
who [editioufly oppofed the king, to fuch a degree, that
he excommunicated the king and all the kingdom for
the death of Thomas by the foldiers, without the king's
knowledge. He forced him to undergo a particular pe-
nance ; but in the year 1173 made Thomas a faint, at
the fame time making a law, that fuch-like canoniza-
tions fhould depend on the will of the pope. Under
him the third Lateran council, by the Romanifts called
the eleventh general one, was held by 300 bifhops,
againft the antipopes and the Albigenfes, His fuccef-
fore, in the year 1181 Lucius the third, and in 1185
Urban the third, thro' difdain and hatred, rofe up to
difturb all the affairs of the emperor.
21. Gregory the eighth being in the chair in 1187,
and Clement the third in 1188, was undertaken the
third expedition againft Paleftine ; when Saladinus the
fultan of Egypt, in the foregoing year, by the diffenfions
of the chriftians after the death of Baldwin the fifth,
making ufe of the apportunity about the fucceffion to his
own advantage, expelled them out of Paleftine, and pof-
feiled himfelf of Jerufalem. The conduétor of this war
was Frederic the firft, the emperor, with the kings of
France, England, and Sicily ; and there were apparent
hopes that Frederic would reftore the affairs of the chrif-
“giansy had he not been fuffocated, in the midft of his
victories, in the Cydnus, a river of Cilicia, in the year
11903 and if the other kings, who ftaid too long in Si-
cily, had been there in due time.
32+ Ceeleftinus HI. being pope from the year 1191,
fhorting with his thunders againﬂ the emperor and the
xings of France and Galicia; and offering a crown,
placed
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pliced between his feet, to Henry the 6th, who lay
profirate before him ; but afterwards being placed on
liis head, he again ftruck it off with his foot, fo as it fell
on the ground, that Henry might be mindful of his
imminent fortune, if he fhould, by the example of his
father Frederic, prefume to bite at the pope’s bridle.

33. The following 13th age, Innocent the third, who
was pope from the year 1198, opened. * Another Hilde-
brand, who promoted another expedition againft Pale(=
leftine, Its general was Baldwinus earl of Flanders,
the Venetians coming into the alliance. But it ended
in the taking of Conftantinople ; for the Greeks aéting
perfidioufly, the Franks unexpe&edly feized the Greek
empire to themfelves, Baldwin, in the year 1204, being
proclaimed emperor of the eaft ; fo all the remains
of them which had fled into Conftantinople from Sy~
ria, and all Paleftine, were pillaged, and difperfed thro®
the weft. But the empire of the Greeks remained in’
the power of the Franks, to the year 1261; in which
Michael Palzzologus Comnenus, by treachery, obtained
it again to himfelf. About the year 1213, by the delu-~
fion of the devil, boys of different ages and conditions,
figned with the crofs, affirmed, that they were divinely
commanded to go to Jerufalem. Women, and many
young people, joined them in this expedition ; fo that a
great multitude of both fexes were collected together ;
part of which perithed in the woods and deferts, and
part of them miferably died by famine and other cala-
mities, The fame moft infolent pope dathed in pieces
the weftern empire with his fadlions. Firft, he pro-
moted Otto the fourth to the empire, in oppolfition to
Philip the Swede, and again oppofed to him Frederic
the younger. He not only excommunicated John king
of England, becaufe he would not fuffer cardinal Lang~
ton to be obtruded on him to the archbifhoprick of Can-
terbury, but alfo gave: his kingdom away to Lewis the

' - heir
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heir of France ; till John, being broken, declared the
kingdom to be tributary to the fee of Rome: but af-
terwards having received from the king a larger fum of
money, he anathematized thofe who a little before had
executed his commands againft the king. Under him,
divers new orders fprung up; amongft which, the
Preachers or Dominicans were moft eminent. The au-
thor was Dominic Guzman, born about the year 1170,
not without the prefages of a burning torch, by which
he might fet the whole world on fire. And the Fran-
cans, from Francifcus Affifius an Italian ; of whom they
impudently lie, amongft other marks of his fan&ity,
that he received the fame wounds by a feraphim. in his
hands, feet, and fide, that Chrift received on the crofs,
Between. thefe two orders, a perpetual diflenfion and
emulation prevailed. To Dominic is afcribed the in-
ftitution of rofaries, which are called Pater-nofter., From
the fchool of Francifcus proceeded the order of the S. S.
“Tirinity for the redemption of captives, which was con.
firmed by pope Innocent in 1198:. The Auguftinian
Lremites allo then arofe, the author one William, a
Parifian {cholar ; to which was preiciibed.the rule of the
Pfeudo-Auguihne by Innocent the third, and the follow-
ing popes,
[ To be continued. ]

The CuurcH CATECHISM enlarged, from the Church her-
Jelf : ory Several of her ARTICLES thrown into Quoflion
and Anfwer.

ARTICLE XVIL continued from page 444.

Erhaps fome may afk, What is a fatalit ? and how
does he differ'from a predeftinarian ? A fatalifl, |

take to be one; who holds that God hath decreed the fals
Yation
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vition of the elet, and damnation of the reprobate, in
fuch wile as to fay, © It is vain for any perfon to con-
cern himfelf about falvation ; for if the decree be in his
favour, he fhall, without all peradventure, be faved ; but
il againft him, he muft inevitably be loft ; and therefore
denicth that God beareth a good will to all men, not
defiring the death of a finner. A predeftinarian, -in the
analogy of feripture, is one that holds the abfolute de=
cree with regard to the falvation of men, irrefpective of
pood or ill in them, according to Rom. ix. rr. that
God may have the fovereign, unrivalled glory of the
gracious work ; yet, notwithftanding, in acquiefcence to
the unfathomable myftery * of the divine counlels, he
holds, that we are juftly accountable, as probationers, for
the general frivings of the Spirit under ordinances, pro=
vidences, and the univer(al offer of mercy, founded on
God’s géod-will to all men, in that he defireth not the
death of a finner, which, as they are gracious means of
bringing finners to Chrift, fo will they leave thofe, who
are finally obftinate and hardened, without excufe,
That, notwithftanding thefe feeming coniradiétions,
predeftination is abfolute, appears evident from that ob.-
jection raifed againft it, Rom. ix. 19. ** Thou wilt fay
then unto me, Why doth he yet find fault, for who
hath refifted his will ?” hereby owning, that this objeétion
weuld naturally arife from the obvious arguings of hu-
man reafon, but which would have no plaufibility to
fupport it, if predeftination were not abfolute. Nor
does the apoftle go about to prove, that the objector had
not reafly reafon on his fide, according to its prefent
apprehenfion. Neither attempteth he at all logically to

* This may bereprefented by the appearance of a wheel in the middle of

o wheel, in Ezekiel's vifio. of the myflerious ways of providence, chap, i,

16. an emblem of intricacy, perplexity, and unaccountablenefs y but, though

one wheel may frem to turn contrary to ancther,-both meove to the fame

place: all God’s purpofes move in righteous and harmenious conjunction to
the fame jufl and glorious end,

fhew,
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fhew, farther than by the right of the divine fovereignty,
* that this dotrine is neverthelefs confiftent with God's
juftice.  On this argument of the divine fovereignty,
he filences the objection with a ¢ Nay but, O man,
who art thou that replieft againft God ! ver, 20. that
is, this doctrine ftands in the word of Godj and what
man dare then deny the truth or righteou(nefs of it?
Though reafon may fanfy predeffination to be repug-
nant to God’s juftice, as the apoftle fignifies it will, in
the 14th verfe alfo 5 yet he there firongly aflures us, that
“reafon itfelf is miftaken : *“ What {hall -we fay then,”
fays he (meaning as to the equity of this dofrine) *¢ js
there unrighteoulnels with God "’ Is there indeed that
unrighteoufnefs with God, which we are apt to imagine
muft neceflarily follow upon the doctrine of predeftina-
tion ? To which be anfwers, ¢ God forbid | for it is
impofiible that the divine decrees fhould be repugnant to
any of the divine attributes. But becaufe this do&rine
feems to charge God with unrighteoufnefs, doth the
apoftle proceed to prove, that no fuch do&iine exifts ?
Inftead of this, he proeceds more ftrenuoufly, if poffible,
than before, to eftablifh the reality and fovereignty of it,
till he again brings in the objetor oppofing him as
abovefaid, ver, 19. But then this, inftead of checking
the aflurance which he had of the validity of his argu-
ment, does only, as it were, whet and ftimulate him to
ratify, exemplify, and confirm it more and more. Where
now are thofe Arians and Socinians, that will believe
nothing in religion but what they can comprehend ?
Where are our Arminian free-willers ? Let them join
here their brother the objeétor, in confronting the apoftle,

* However, it is to be noted, that even the veflels of wrath, ver. 22, afs
endured with much long-{uffering 3 by which it appears, that they are prow
bationers, and are not loft for want of God’s good-will to fave, and confe.
quently that there is no fatality in the cafe,

and

-
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and try whether God’s ambaffador, with his crcdent:als
from heaven, be not too hard for them. Ly

If we confider the omnifcience and 1mmuta'mhty of
God, the rationality and certainty of predeftination will
appear fo evident, that, as it hath been proved (p. 14th
of laft volume) we fhall fee an inconfiftency in believ-
ing 2 God, if it be denied : for it is a felf-evident truth,
that nothing can be infallibly foreknown, that is not in~
fallibly predetermined : confequently God’s forcknow-
ledge and omniflcience muft fall to the ground, if there
be no predeftination. God, then, hath decreed all
things § notwithftanding (as hath been before proved)
he hath’decreed fin only permiflively, or in a way of
permiffion, whilft all the fault or blame of it lies at
the door of man’s free-will ; and thus, theologically, the
divine juftice is manifeftly vindicated on that account,
But if we take a ftep farther, and logicaily inquire how
the fault of fin juftly lieth to the charge of man’s free-
will, whilft God hath predetermined the falvation of
mankind, irre(pective of good orev.], according to Rom.
ix. 11. 18.; here, [ apprehend, we lofe the bortom, and
are conftrained to cry out, *¢ O the depth !” *Tis true,
we may moft juftly and rationally argue, with the apo-'
ftle, that God hath certainly a right to do what he will
with his own, as the potter with the clay ; and well
inay we fay with Eli at all times, ** It is the Lord, let
him do what feemeth him good,” without entertaining
the leaft thadow of fear that he will do us. wrong ;. for,
according to Abraham, < fhall not the Judge of all the
earth do right ?* It is utterly, it is infinitely impoffible
he fhould do otherwife. Notwithftanding, .I apprehend
the apoftle does not here: attempt logically to folve all
the difficulty wherewith this doérine is attended, but
only to put a ftop to our audacious objections by the
authority and fovercignty of an infinitely juft, wife, and
gracious God, with whom we have no more any right to

Vor. V. 32 R #find
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find fault, than it is impoflible for him to do us injuf-
tice. But if the apoftle waves a direct logical anfwer to
the" grand objection againft the feeming injuftice of this
doétrine, by ftill refolving all into the right of the di-
vine fovereignty, and that when urged home (though
indeed by him[lf) to give one, much more have we
reafon to lay afide the fruitlefs tatk. = What can a
man do, fays Solomon, that cometh after the king ?”
meaning, to difcover whether there is fomething more
than vanity in the world, or not, which this king could
not find. With like reafon may it be faid, What can we
do, who come after the apoftle, to fearch out the logical
equity of this doftrine, more than he could? It-is not
our bufinefs, then, I think, logically to demonftrate the
equity in itfelf ¥, farther than the apoftle did, but chiefly
to fet forth the privileges and advantages of it. Ifit is
afked, what thele privileges are; I anfwer, that predefti-
nation, or, which is the fame, the everlafting love of
God, is the only moving caufe of our falvation, and
therefore, as was thewn before, one of the greateft bul-
warks of free grace, or of fecuring the glory of falvation
to God alone. Moreover, it is full of f{weet, pleafant,
and unfpeakable comfort to godly perfons, as being the
bleffed means, under grace, of eftablifhing and confirm-
ing their faith of eternal falvation to be enjoyed by
Chrift, as well as becaule it doth fervently kindle their
Jove towards God, according to the article,

Though the gracious offer of falvation to all men in
a {trié fenfe, and the choice, neverthelefs, of fome only
in particular, be not reconcileable by the comprehenfion

® I fay, in itfelf 5 but, if confidered in conneflion with the probatory
firivings of the Spirit, the general promifes of a long.fuffering God, and
his declarative good will to all, in that he defireth not the desth of a finner
we fhall, I think, find ourfelves fomewhat in the dawn of that bright day,
wherein we fhall be embled (notwithftanding abfolute predeftination) to
fing, with the fulleft underftanding, the fong of Mofes and the Lamb, ¢ Juft

and trug ars thy ways, then King of faints 1"
of
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of human reafon at prefent ; yet free grace and eleétion,
or predeftination, are not only reconcileable, but infe~
parable, and that by the cleareft dictates of the prefent .
light of reafon ahd common fenfe, For if I'have any,
the leaft hand in the choice of myfelf to falvation, then
grace is not free, but abfurdly con iitional, fulpended on
that leat thing, whatever it be, as the moving caufe of
my falvation : and therefore,” No eleétion, no free grace.
Again, wice ver[d, if grace be free or unconditional, fuf=
pended on rio moving caufe or condition by way of me-
rit or qualification in ourfelves, it can ftand only in
cle@ion, for there will remain no other moving caufe of
falvation. A material or formal caufe there is befides,
viz. the righteoufnefs of Chrift. An inftrumental caufe
there is alfo, viz. faith, the gift of God ; but a moving
caufe there muft be in all the doings both of God and
man 3 and therefore, if free grace is a feripture doétrine,
eletion is fo too. Hence then will arife this felf-evident
maxim : ¢ A man that holds free- grace, muft either yir=
tually or profefledly maintain predeftination :* or, to the
fame purpole, free grace and election, in reality, ever
{tand or fall together.

To conclude, that God fhould offer falvation generally
to all, that he fhould will all men to be faved, that is,
have a good will towards all men, without refpe& of
perfons, not defiring the death of a finner, and yet that
he fhould have an everlafting, diftinguifhing love to fome
in particular, we muft confels, is a hidden myftery, and
fceming contrariety, inexplicable by us. That we
are accountable beings, and muft be judged according
to our works : that fuch perfons as have heard the gol-
pel, and rejet it, will have a heavier doom than they-
who have never had an opportunity to hear it ; and yet
that God fhould have the glory of all, as working all
our works in us, Ifa, xxvi. 12. yea, as working in us
both to will and to do of his good pleafure, Phil. ii. 13.

"2 R 2 without
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without whofe grace in Chrift Jefus we can do nothing,
any more than a branch cut off the tree can bear fruit,
John xv. 5. ; this :10 is a feeming contrariety, and an-
other of the deep things of God, that is utterly unfa-
thomab.c by human reafon at prefent.——That the dead
in trefpafles and fins thould be commanded to arife, or,
as it is in the parable, that dry bones, exceeding dry,
fhould be preached unto, and accountable too if they dg
not hear and live ; this is alfo another feeming contra-
riety, which the kceneft human difcernment cannot re-
concile. - Now what have we to do in thefe cafes ? Are
we to attempt the fathoming thefe divine myfteries, to
reconcile thefe feeming contrarieties ! Nay, verily, this
would be impoffible and vain, becaufe they are fome of
thofe fecret things which belong to'God.  But what ufe
are we then to make of them ? Why, we are to take the
doctrines fingly, and apply them feverallv, as occafion
requires, to our confciences. Thus the univerfal pro-
mifes will comfort thofe that are plmng in their fing
without hope, Ezek. xxxiii. 10.

If God loves with an everlaﬁmg love, this may teach
us not to depend on any thing we have done or can dqg
ourfelves, but to look to that love, and depend on that
mercy, purpofed from everlafting.——If we are accounts
able for what we do and hear, this may warn us not ta
do and hear in an unbecoming manner. If God
worketh all our works in us, both with refpe& to wills
ing and doing, of his good pleafure ; this may teach us
to depend on Chrift wholly for our fan&ification, by the
blefltd means of the Spirit’s application. 1f we, dead
finners, dry bones, are commanded to rife from the
dead, and live to God, and are accountable too if wi
do not arife and live, then it is our duty, and we mull
with all care endeavour to obey the call; but, at the
fame time, look mtlrely’to Chnﬂ: through whom alone
Jight and life are promifed. Thus ftill to take the p;:-

' my




V

The Cauren CaTEcHISM enlarged. 501

milcs as they lie, applying to ourfelves that firength and
comfort which they are intended feverally to convey ; -in
every cafe doing with all our might implicitly, as we are
commanded, without regard to the feeming consrarieties
which appear connecled either with the promifes or pre-
cepts 3 and obferving, that the means and the end can
never be feparated ; this is the only way to avoid that
curioufnef(s and carnality fo juftly cenfured in the feven-
teenth artlcle. o

[ 7o be continued in our next, ] |

O~y RELIGIOUS ZEAL.
[ Gontinued from page 460. ]

ABecoming concern for the intereft of Chrift, and
one another’s fpiritual profperity, will incling
chriftians to watch over each other in love. “ Am I my
brother’s keeper #*” is at beft the language of a cool in-
difference, and too often of a fhameful conterapt. In
one fenfe, indeed, we cannot either fecure others or our=
felves : he that keepeth us, is the Lord ; neverthelefs we
are appointed, under God, to inftrut, warn, encourage,
quicken, and edify one another. The apoftle Paul la«
mented the want of a fpirit for this, in his day—in his
epiftle to the Philippians (ch. ii. ver. 20.) I have no
man like-minded (i. e. with Timothy), who wiil natu-
rally care for your ftate:” and he accounted for it on
principles that may juftly humble and alarm all to whom
his words are applicable, ¢ for all feek their own things,
not the things that are Jefus Chrift’s.” That felfith,
worldly fpirit proves like fo much cold water thrown
upon the facred flame of love and zeal. The Lord fub-
due it within us, and incline us to feel with and for one
another, as becometh brethren! To fay and do every
thing
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thing we can-in the fpirit of love ; to corre what is
amifs, to fupply what is wanting, to ftrengthen what is
weuk, to revive what is languifhing, and to cherifh and
improve every thing amiable and ufeful in all around us,
Morcover, the zeal we are recommending is to be ma-
nifefted in a refolute and a@ive concurrence in every
proper meafure for fupprefling iniquity, and promoting
real religion in the world. Though we talk ever fo
often, orin the ftrongeft terms, of the propriety and ex=-
pediency of this, and the other {cheme, we have very
little zeal for Ged, if we are not willing to take an active
part in them ourfelves ; that would make us willing to
employ hand and foot, head and tongue and purfe in the .
fervice; to exert every power, employ all the influence,
and improve every talent that God has given us, in this
good work.:

It becomes us, not only to pray for the reformation of
finners, but to 'do all we can to effet it ; by private in-
ftruQions, cautions, and admonitions ; and, where they
avail nothing, by open rebuke ; and even, if neceflary,
by exembplary punifhments, ¢ Thou fhalt not hate thy
brother : thou fhalt in any wife rebuke thy neighbour,
and not fuffer fin upon him,” Lev. xix. 17. Aflocia-
tions formed by men of wifdom and piety, for the re-
formation of manners, have in many places done great
good 3 and would do more, were they countenanced and
fupported, as they ought to be, by perfons of rank and
influence. It is very true, that nothing of this kind can
be undertaken without trouble, mor purfued to purpofe
without fubmitting to fome expence both of time and
property, - But a becoming zeal for the caufe of God
and religion in the world, and for the, beft interefts of
men, will teach a chriftian to fay, with Paul, of thefe
and flill feverer trials, ** None of thefe things move me,”
nor, affifted by divine grace, fhall ever move me from
my purpole and purfuit, - May that fpirit, my reader,

glow
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wlow within thee | Say not, you want time and abilities-

for the fervice, Employ fome of thofe hours which.
others (fhall I fay,” which you?) fpend in pleafurable
amufements, in vain company, and ufelefs trifling vifits-
and converfation, in concerting, with ferious, pious

friends, meafures for carrying on this great defign. Lay
out, in this fervice, fome of that money which would:
otherwife be fpent in entertainments, or in gay orna=

ments of drefs and furniture, A blefling even for this
life is promifed ito fuch, zealous efforts in the caufe of-
religion. ¢ Honour the Lord with thy fubftance, and

with the firft-fruits of all thine increafe: fo fhall thy

barns be filled with plenty, and thy prefles fhall: burft

out with new wine,” Prov. iii. g, 10, I may add, if

men of learning would employ lefs ‘time and pains iw |
curious {peculations; or works of mere learning and in<
genuity, and more in their beft efforts for (natching fin-

ners as brands out of the burning, and in thewing them
the way of falvation, their labours would be of infinitely

more avail both to others and themfelves. -

I will clofe thefe direGtions with reminding myfelf and
others of that zeal which has enabled our forefathers to
meet death itfelf in this glorious caufe. And may we
never forget that the (pirit and courage, with which they
have endured the moft horrible and agenizing tortures,
has, in many inftances, done more to ferve the intereft
of their Redeemer, than all the laborious fervices of their
whole lives. A fa& which gave rife to the well-known
faying amongft proteftants : ¢ The blood of the martyrs
is the feed of the church.” = Hear thou then, my reader 3
hear and obey, Oh my foul ! the word of thy exalted
Lord, ° Be thou, faithful to death, and I will give thee
a crown of life.”

But I muft not-forgety that in the paﬁ'age mentioned
at the beginning of thefe:remarks, the apoftle aflures, it .
is good to be a/ways thus zealoufly affected ; i.e. at all

times,



504 Tre GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

times, and in all circumftances, The fentiment may
be illuftrated, by obferving, X

1. Itis good to be fo n all the periods of life. The
young, I hope, will remember it. This zeal becomes
them ; and the vigour of nature, at that period, enables
them to exert it with advantage, if the heart be but in
the work. Nor can they, who are in the midft of their
days, exert their ftrength, employ their judgment, or
ufe their influence, in a caufe of equal moment. The
aged will do well to confider how much the rifing gene-
. ration need their inftructions and example. It is greatly
to be lamented when aged chriftians fink into indolence,
turn their zeal from the intereft of religion to worldly
gain, or exercile it in a churlifh or peevith manner. It
is faid of the apoftle John, that when old-age had laid
him afide from public fervice in active life, he would
frequently fend for a number of young converts around
him ; and though he was no longer able to addrefs them
in any long-continued difcourfe, would fay to them, as
long as he could. fpeak, ¢ My little children, love one
gnother.” It.is peculiarly amiable and’ honourable,
when the fame chriftian carries this fame fpirit through
the feveral ftages of youth and manhood, to old-age ;
and, inftead of making former exertions of zeal an ex-
cufe for the neglect of them then, confiders them as a
motive to perfevere in them, in order to preferve thro’
life that confiftency of chara&er which will be an ho-
nour and a comfort to him in his laft moments. Be it
farther remarked, :

2. It is equally good to preferve this fpirit in all the
various circumftances of life: Let not the rich imagine
a&ivity in the caufe of Chrift and religion below them :
they ought to be leaders in itv The more they enjoy,
and the longer they have enjoyed it, the greater their
pobligations to the returns of gratitude, May I dropa
hint likewife to-thofe, whofe circumftances are improving!

I

i
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It has been obferved of fome, that they loft their zeal
for God as faft as they got their money. They were
fteady, allive, ufeful chriftians, when they had but
little of the world ; and ready to appear for Chrift, and
his caufe, upon every occafion : but when their riches
increafed, they grew indolent and lukewarm, and indeed
loft their firft love. If this admonition falls into the hand
of any one to whom it is applicable, I pray God it may
humble and quicken ‘hiin. - But many experience, what
is called, a'reverfe of fortune, andr ather fink than rife
in the world, or (asis the cafe with the greater part of
the Redeemer’s followers), never knew what it was to
abound. Let them, however, not conclude either that
they are excufed from the exertions of zeal, or that it
would be in vain farther to attempt any thing. If they
cannot ferve the caufe of Chrift by their purles, there
are many other ways in which they may do it, and that
to better purpofe than, perhaps, the richeft of their neigh-
bours. - The fervent piety, confiftent purity, and amia=
ble contentment and thankfulnefs of many poor difciples,
render them Righ ornaments and great pleflings to the
Redeemer’s intereft.

But, befides recommending this zeal in the different
circumftances of worldly profperity and adverfity, I
would likewife exhort my brethren to every poffible exer-
tion of it both in health and in affliGtion. The feafon
of health'is the time for a&tive fervice; and he that
fleeps away that harveft in indolence and infenfibility, is
a fon that caufeth fhame. While a good God is con-
tinuing the powers of exertion, enjoyment, and ufeful-
nefs, ‘let us up and be doing: nor, when the. hand of
God'is upon us, fhould we indulge a fpirit of dejection,
as if nothing more for his honour and intéreft was ta be

_ attempted then. Many a chriftian has manifefted a

very warm and lively concern for the caufe of God and
a Redeemer, on a fick bed ; and by his prayers, inftruc-
Vor, V. 39 tions,
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tions, and behaviour, has done more to ferve it there,
than in all the former years of his health and profpe-
rity. :

I fhall only add here, that this fpirit is equally be-
coming in every ftate of the church. It is never fo
peaceful and profperous, as to render the beft endeavours
of its members unfeafonable and needle(s; nor fhould
they ever look upon it with dejetion and defpondency,
as funk below recovery, even in its loweft and weakeft
ftate. Though ever fo weak and decayed, the Lord can
revive it : he has given gracious aflurances of his con-
ftant attention to his church, and delight in it; and of
the notice he takes of every expreflion of regard for it
in his faithful fervants. "The lower his caufe is in this
or the other fituation, the louder our call to exert our-
felves to the utmoft in its behalf there., And the mef-
fage fent to the ancient Ifraelites, who were difcouraged
at the mean appearance which the fecond temple made
in comparifon of the former, may properly be recolleGed
here, both to give fpirit to our_endeavours, and to en-
courage our hope of fuccefs : * Who is left among you
that faw this houfe in her firft glory ? and how do you
fee it now ? Is it not in your eyes, in comparifon of it,
as nothing ! Yet now be ftrong, O Zerubbabel, faith
the Lord, and be ftrong, O Jothua fon of Jofedech the
high-prieft; and be ftrong, all ye people of the land,
faith the Lord, and work, for I am with you, faith the
Lord of hofts : my Spirit remaineth among you, fear ye

t,” -Haggai ii. 2. 5.

RO e EUSEBES,

N. B. 1 had intended concluding the fubject in this nums
ber 3 but am obliged to pofipone the motives, to be urged in
secommendation of this zeal, to another month,
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To the Editors of the GosPrL MAGAZINE.

GENTLEMEN,
T he inclofed letter providentially happened to fall into

mv hands ; it having lain in oblcurity fo long, being

loft by the worthy author.~~I thought 1 would take

the pleafure to tranfcribe it, and tranfmit it to the

Editors of the Gofpel Magazine, hoping to fee it in-

ferted there; in order to keep fo valuable a letter from

perifhing.

I am, Gentlemen,
Your conftant reader and humble fervant

Sept. 12. 1778. €T,

Dear C=
ART of our converfation, contrary to cuftom, gave

me great uneafinefs ; and t}iough I determined to
write to you thereon, I could not find time till now. It
is of the utmoft concern to us, to have faith in the ever-
blefled Jesus, the Lamb of God; for, * by faith ye are
faved.” A falfe faith is no faith (in eflentials, I mean ):
it is pride, I fear ; that is, weaknefs ; *° to be wife above
what is written.” But what is it to be wife contrary to
what is written ? Surely this wifdom is the greateft folly;
if our falvation depends on our having a true faith ; and
if the fcriptures, rightly underftood, are 2 means of ob-
taining that faith, for faith comes by hearing ; then
let us confider a little, what tendency the nbjeéhon you
offered (for 1 hope it is not your objection, even by appro-
bation) will have ; I think it was, That the great God,
being infinitely wife, and feeing every thing before him,
fo that with him there can be no fuch thing as future, is
not to be altered from his eternal will and purpofe by
any thing we can fay or do. This is very pretty : and
384 there
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therg is not a good heathen in the world, but would be
honoured for having fuch perfe& ideas, fuch notions of
perfection in the Deity | but furely tis difhonour to a
chriftian, to be wile contrary to what is Written, s———
However, 1 will firft confidet the tendency of fuch an
argument, and then endeavour to confute it.

Ifthe Almighty is not to be deprecated becaufe he is
not to be moved by us, then prayers, praifes, reading and
hearing the word, ufing the facraments, yea the fcriptures
themfelves, are all afelefs things ; for God will do what
isin his eternal purpofc let his creatures do what they
will ; pray or not pray, ’tis all one ; fo religion or no reli-
gion, ’tis all one: nay, a.8aviour, in the office of an'inter~
ceflor, is unneceffary ; forGod will dowhat be intends, &c.
This is the philofophy, the wifdom, the religion; of the
prefentage of deifts, and therefore Iarn {ure it is not yours,
But, my dear friend, why do you even ftop to Jook at
it? Could an atheift, reafoning from our belief of pers
fe&ion in the Deity, advance a more enfnaring argu-~
ment to laugh us out of our religion ? Is not this fome-
thing like the fine philofophy and fpeculations of the
Greeks, in the time of the apoftles, whofe learning
blinded their eyes, and who were too wile to be faved !
Is not this to make the rellgmn of a Saviour, of JEsus,
feem as much faolifbnzfs to us, as to the Greeks? And
now we have feen the tendency of this objection, we are
fure where it comes from ; not fro__rr‘ above, but from
the father of lyes. ‘But you and I, who read the fcrip«
tures, and believe them, furely can be at no lofs to
know this objection to be of no weight ? Is there fcarce
a page from Qeaeﬁ_s to Revelations, but there are
examples upon examples, precepts upon precepts, an
well of preaching as of praying ! But beware of the
confequence of fuch an argument : I think you agreed
that it was right for a man to pray for himfelf, but it
waa foolith for him to pray for others,  Now I don't
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fee any diftinétion in the objefion, but that a man
would be rather led to fay, If God has a2 mind to fave
me, he will fave me : if to damn me, he will damn me,
notwithftanding any thing I can fay. But does not God
fay in the cafe of Abimelech, Let my fervant Abraham
pray for thee, and I will accept him ¢ Did not Abraham
pray for the people of Sodom and Gomorrah ? Did not
God fay to Job’s friends, he would not hear them for
themfelves, but he would hear his fervant Job pray for
them ¢ Did not our Saviour pray for his murderers on
the crofs, Father, forgive them, &c, ! Did not Stephen
pray for the perfons who were floning him ? Did not
Paul (throughout all his epiftles you may fee it) pray
for particular perfons, families, and. churches ?— Did
not Chrift, when on earth, as man, pray for his difciples ?
Did he not tell Peter, he had prayed for him? Did he
not give us a form of prayer, wherein we pray one for
apother, even for all mankind? Are we not direflted to
pray for the princes under whom we live, that the blefl-
ing of peace may follow ? In fhort, muft I tranfcribe
the whole feriptures ! Therefore we may, as chriftians,
fafely conclude, as well from examples as precepts, that,
of duty, we ought to pray for one another as well as for
ourfelves. But, my dear friend, who hath told us, whe- -
ther God hath changed, altered, or varied, from his
eternal purpofe, by reafon of our prayers ! Have we, as
dependent creatures, any thing more to do, than, with~
out reafoning, to do as we are bid ? When we know we
are bid to pray, it is fufficient for us; it becomes then
our duty to pray ; and we are to leave and truft the reft
with God, who loves us, and will do what is beft for
us. But how can we fathom Wifdom itfelf ? Oh ! the
prefumption of creatures, to pretend to {can, to mea-
fure, to comprehend that Power which gave them exift-
ence | How do we know but Wifdom has, in his moft
comprehenfive plan of man’s creation and redemption,

' : taken

God’s eternal Purpofes not £p fet afide Prayer. 509
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taken in the whole of our prayers, deprecations, and in-
terceffions 3 for fince there is no time with God, fince
all is prefent before him ; eternity, to us that amazing
thing, is fpread open before him ; how can we fay that
every incident of our little,‘ little lives, is not known to
him, all our prayers, &c. before him ever prefent and
comprehended from all eternity in his great plan ? and
if fo, if I have been able to explain what I think I con-
ceive, what becomes of this deiftical objection, flowing
from an hard heart of urbelief ; from them, denying the
feriptures ? 1 know you don’t efpoufe this objeion :
but, for the fake of your precious foul (which our
Maker knew td be of that value, that he became man,
to fave it from eternal death), don’t look at it, don’t
ftop to liften to it ; ’tis dangerous playing on the brink
of a well ; ’tis dangerous to go out of this world doubt-
ing ; ’tis damnable to be an infidel ; therefore fear the
confequences of being drawn off from a eracified SA-
VIOUR, to regard the objections of unbelief.
* This fin of unbelief, I think, we may refolve all
other fins into, of men or angels. In refpect to angels,
it is the denying the Godhead of the eternal #ord (be-
lief, when we apply it to the Deity, includes obedience
to him). In refpet to men, it is the denying the myf-
tical, perfonal union in the S aviovr, God-Man,
Fefus Chrift the Son of Gob, the 77urd, the almighty
Acy®-, affuming fleth, Fefus of Nazareth, who died on
the crofs,—to be Gop,—Gop who created us: he that
believes that Jefus is the Son of God (the Son of Gopn,
is Gop), fhall be faved ; the alternative you know.
Ifaiah fays, * To us a child is born, a Son is given—
the mighty God, &c.—Immanuel, i. e. God with us.”
But certainly you are fenfible enough of the number of
texts which declare his Godhead,

But here our wife and learned reafoners come in, and

afk how this can be ; that is, How can tigjs be, according
' to
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to my reafon ? Poor creature ! doft think that the wif-
dom of that God, who created thee, is not greater than
thy reafon ! And doft difbelieve it, becaufe thou canft
not underftand it ? Then tell me upon what principles
doft thou believe that thou haft a foul ? and that it is
united to thy body ? Since thou, by thy reafon, canft
not tell any thing of thy foul, nor of the manner of its
union : but as it is this fin of unbelief, for which the
devils are condemned, ’tis no wonder that they fhould
endeavour to involve us all in the fame fin, Who, could
believe that thefe fweet and comfortable tidings, this
good news, this gofpel, which tells finners (who knew not
how to fave themfelves), of a SAvIOUR, and which has
been preached for 170e years, fhould be now doubted ?
Why are people fo averfe to being faved, but from the
craft of that evil one, whofe caufe, whofe tenets, we
elpoufe, in oppofition to him that made us, to that God
who redeemed us ?—Let us not therefore be wife in our
own conceit, high-minded ; but humble, docile, and
willing to be taught of Gop, that Fountain of wif-
dom,

I am obliged to contract greatly the proofs of this
latter part of my letter, the divinity of our Saviour
Jesus CurisT, the carpenter’s fon,—that fcoff of the
unbeliever, and my glory and joy ; but that my good
friend will forgive the liberty I have taken. And may
the God of wifdom and our falvation, that Lamb of
God, Jefus the angel of the everlafting covenant, who
left the bofom of his Father, and came down from hea=
ven, teach us all, by his eternal Spirit, thofe things whick
belong to our everlafting peace ! JON.

I am, dear C, '

Aug. 5. 1752, Yours, &c.
Au M‘f:
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An ANSWER'to a Query,

Dear Madam,

To your important queftion, * How does true grace, or
real faith in the heart, dilcover itfelf under a fenfe of
frefh-contracted guilt #” pleafe to accept the following
anf{wer from

Your affefionate friend and fincere fervant,

EPHRON,

"IN is the obje& of hatred to a2 new-born foul,
Guilt, as the confequence of fin, is a fore burden
and grievous diftrefs to the awakened cenfcience. How
does true faith manifeft itfelf here? By forrow for fin ?
Doubtlefs. By mourning and bewailing the caufe ?
Certainly. By the foul humbling itfelf before God ?
Unqueftionably. By confeffion of fin to God ? Surely.
But then, after Il its forrow, mourning, humility, and
confeflion, the foul cannot reft in, or rely at all, on either
or all of thefe, for relief and péace. No, here more ef-
pecially and peculiarlyg. true grace, or real faith, difco-
vers itfelf, by lookimg and applying to the blood, the
precious blood of the Lamb of God, which was fhed to
atone for fin, and which alone can cleanfe from the guilt
of ALL fin, Tryue faith will have to do with that, and
with nothing elfe. And as faith pleads that, applies for
that, and thus honors that blood alone, the Holy Spirit,
the glorifier of Chrift, will honor that foul, by applying
the virtue and efficacy of the blood of the Son of God
to his confcience, both for healing, comforting, and
cleanfing,

Hence you plainly fee, thefe three things are ablolutely
geceflary for obtaining this. 1. The word of truth, wheres
- in the one atonement of tiie Son of God for fin is held
forth. 2, The grace of faith, which receives, believen,

‘ and
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and refts upon the divine teftimony. And tho’ the foul
cannot of itfelf apply the blood of Chrift to its own con-
fcience for healing and comfortmg ; nor can faith itfelf,
by its own power and. operation, effeét this ; yet the fen-
fible finnerboth can and doe§ apply to a throne of grace,
to have this application effe@ed by the power of the Spi-
rit, in believing § and he will not, cannot reft, till Ged
does fill ‘his foul with all joy and peace in believing : and
make it abound in hope, ' by the power of the Holy
Ghoft:  ‘Thus you fee the full meaning of that affer-
tion, ¢ if we confefs our fins, [laying the hand of faith
upon Jefus, and relying on the great and full atone-
ment which he has made for fin] God is faithful and
juft to forgive us our fins [that is, to apply that fenfe of
pardon to our ctonfciences, which the blood-fhedding of
his Son hath obtamed for us ; and God is faithiful to his
covenant engagements and covenant promifes to do this ;
and he is juft in doing this, becaule his juftice is fully
fatisfied by the atoning facrifice of our furety) and to
cleanfe us from all unrighteoufne(s” Fto purge away
and remove all guilt and wrath and terror from qur con-
fciences, as though we had never finned.] Hence you
fee, you will have conftant need to have recourfe to the
word of God, the blood of God, and the Spirit of God,
fo long as you remain a finner upon the earth,

O&. 2, i778.

Salvation by Gr acE alone.
LP 0T B.R X

My dear friend,

ow ﬁrangc, haw pitiable our ca.[e that our ams
bition and pride fhould ‘fo advance, in matiers
where they are moft confpicuous and moft odious, even
m the things of our God | What arc we, whofe know-
Vor V. - i ledgey
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Jedge, when moft enlarged, is not equal to the fmalleft
ray of light, compared with that great luminary the
fun § “that we fhould ever rafhly talk of our Maker !
Here the profoundeft humility becomes our thoughts,
and the greateft reverence our tongues and pens ! But
alas ! ‘what evil is not in free-will! What dithonour is
not done to God thereby !

¢¢ The underftanding of the Lord is infinite. There
“lis no fearching of his underftanding. He worketh a/l
“¢ things after the counfeliof his own will.” = T hefe po-
fitive aflertions of his own mouth: muft be denied or be-
lieved: 'IF believed, where is'any room for the boaft of
human 'wifdom, either in the concerns of providence or
grace ! But if denied, for man to fhare in praife, where
is the glory of God ? Is it rational to fuppofe, that God
has left any event, whether greater or lefs, in nature and'
moment, to the foolith wifdom or captious will of man ?
Shall an infinite Being rely on a poor, capricious worm ?
May humbling grace prevent you from the infe@ion of’
fuch a thought ! The firft opening of felf, in this mat-
ter, ¢ is Iike the letting out of waters.”

'As the LoRrv’s wnderflanding is infinite, he muft per-
feltly know every real and poflible exiftence, with every
pc:ﬁiiblgr occurrence attending them, from eternity,

-%¢ With thee, there’s nothing e/d appears ;
“ Great God, there’s nothing new.”

What appears, to us, the greateft contingence imagin-
able, is not only known to him, but fo governed and
over-ruled by him, as to accomplifh, thereby, his own
defign. And he will be glorified both by our daring ig-
norance, and our humble knowledge, HE has declared
his awifdom in the contrivance and execution both of the
old and new creation. And free-will thines and appears

ne
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‘no more in the latter, than the former. I grant, the
thought is humbling ; but ’tis better ‘toracknowledge
man’s weaknefs and wickednefs, than difhonour Ged.
May grace be given us, that we. may be chearfully dife
pofed to receive every favour. at his hand, as, the freeft

gift!/ i
A very imperfect view of divine wifdonr, in the gofpel
fcheme of falvation, will enlarge our minds, and fhew
us where is the place of free-will. . In this, he has
abounded towards us ina/l wildom and prudence,  Let
us {urvey the gracious fettlements of covepant mercies.—
The perfon of the Mediator, his work, his redeemed,
their privileges and his glory, all admirably tefiify the
fulnefs of eternal wifdom. And how beautifully does it
thine forth, in the ftable fecurity both of the perfe&ions
of God and the final falvation of every chofen veffel |
*Tis a covenant order’d, in all things, by confummate
knowledge and wifdom, and mads: permanently fure,
againft all the attacks of open and fecret foes. This
counfel of God fhall ftand, and all its articles fhall be
fulfilled, whether we believe or difbelieve. Let free-will
fep forth here, and fee if his help is needful—No fuch
thing ! All was ordered and fecured long before his ex-
iftence, and therefore he comes too late. Infpeét the
firft opening of this gracious covenant to man, after the
introduion of fin—Follow the footfteps of Jehavah, in
the gradual difclofures of his good pleafure to a wandering
rebel—Purlue the beam of growing light, by facrificial
types and heavenly prophets imparted to the world—Be-
hold the Saviour come in the fulnefs of time, born of a
woman, and made under the law—Obferve his life] re-
gard his death—Remember the nature and delign of his
prefent office, in the prefence of his Father and ours,—
Confider thefe things in the, light of God’s word, and
‘his people’s experience of faith, and fee the vanity of
3T a free
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free will. In fhort, I n'ught requeﬂ: your attentiomn,
while we remark the rife, progre{s, and prefervation of
the church of God in the world, from the begmnmg-—
more efpecially the New-Teftament church- ftate—How
it was at firft erected=—how it has been oppofed by all
the art and power of united earth and hell—and how
the Lord has wifely over-ruled and ordered all for her
eltablithment and glory—how truth has been defpifed,

“and" error wifhed to reign—yea, in one word, how 2
poor finner is caught in the net of the gofpel, and brought
to the celeftial thore, through crouds of furrounding
billows and roaring tempefts ; through violent attacks
without, and dreadful fears within—how he is conduced
fafe threugh all, and fecurely lodged beyond the reach
and fear of all, to fit and ﬁh-’r on Zion's mount for ever,
In cach of thefe, in all of thefe together, I might afk
you, Where is free will ? His voice is not heard, his
name is not known, in all the path where wildom leads—
nor ever will,  *¢ [ know that whatfoever God doth, it
fhall be ever.” He is /o wife, that * nothing can be put
to it, nor any thing taken from it: and ‘God doth it,
that men fhould fear before him.” Well, therefore, does
the wondering apoftle fay, * O the depth of the riches
both of the wifdom and knowledge of God I’ That the
God of wifdom and knowledge may lead you down, and
keep you low before him, for his names fake, is the
ardent defire of '

0&. 3. 1778. "Yours, ' R.

i

To the Editors of the Gosrzz. MAGAZINP.‘.
Gentlemen,

Recolleéting that one of your correfpondents, in a for-
* mer number, propofed a quzry, refpe&ing the parable
of the unjuﬂ ﬁeward whlch yet remzuns unanfwer'd

1 have
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I have tranfmltted fome thoughts on that paﬂ'age of
holy writ, communicated to me by a friend. Shou]d
they appear fatlsfa&ory upon -the- fubject, you w;ll
oblige me in giving them a place,

I am, &c. T Ak

OW forcible is our Lord’s doérine | ¢ Make to
yourl’elves frlends of the mammon of unrigh-

teoufnefs, that when yc fail, they may receive you into -

everlafting | habitations.” Mammon is a Syriac word,

fignifying riches, gams, or treafures ; which are the.

idols of carna! hearts, in oppbﬁuon to the chief good.
But why-are they called the mammon of unrighteouf-
nefs ? Agreeable to the ftile of the preceding parable,
wherein the unju_ﬂ_: fteward is :eprefented as making his
lord’s tenants his friends, with his Lord’s goods. Seo
when we hoard up our Lord’s property, the riches of
this world ; or ufe them only for our own private in-
tereft ; we make them the mammon of unrighteouf~
nefs. In oppofition hereunto,—our Lord advifes us to
learn, by this unjuft fteward, to make an infinitely bet-
ter ufe of riches than he did: to remember we poffefs
them only as ftewards, for the purpofe of doing good
with them ; and accordingly to lay them out for God’s
glory, and the good of others : that when our heart and
fleth fhall fail us, they, on whom they are thus laid out,
may bé witnefles of our charity, and vouchers of our
faith ; and we may be received, in a way of well-doing,
though not for it, into everlafting habitations. This
is to make them the mammon of righteoufnefs, See
Lukc xvis 1——9.

&)
8

T T T
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On the Happinefls of contemplatmg Gop in his Works,

Pfalm viii, 3 4
¢ When I confider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers,
the moon and the ftars which thou haft. ordained,—
what is man, that thou art mindful of him ? and the
fon of man, that thou vifiteft him { ”

U CH are the grateful and exalted ftrains, in which

the (weet finger of Ifrael celebrates the praifes of
Jehovah, on reviewing the wonders of his created and
providential mercies. And furely, it well becometh
creatures, who owe their exiftence and fupport in being
folely to his bounty, to be much exercifed in meditating
upon his goodnefs, and adoring him for all his benefits,
¢ The heavens declare the glory of God,” and the
abundant bleflings which he fhowars down upon the
children of men, loudly proclaim his love. But fo far,
‘alas ! are we degenerated from our primzval rectitude,
and fo in love with our mifery, that, by nature, we
have neither capacity nor inclination to contemplate that
fupreme Source, from whence all our comforts flow : !

and until an intire change is wrought in our wills, un«
derftandings, and affections, we are neither awed by the
power, nor melted by the loving-kindnefs of the Lord. ‘

The wretchednefs of mankind, in confequence of the
fall ; the way in which the Inﬁmte Wifdom accom«
plithes his purpofes of recovery, and the blefled effects
produced thereby ; are ftrikingly exemplified in the cafe
of Bartimeus, which ftands recorded Mark x. 46. and
is peculiarly animating and inftru(live.

That never-failing Providence, which ordercth all
thmgs in heaven and on earth, placed him in the way by
which. Jefus was to go on his return from Jericho ; ani

*though it is probable, Bartimeus might have heard foma=
thing

r
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thing of the Meffiah’s fame, it is very evident that he
knew not the Lord was in that part, until he inquired

of thofe that followed him, and was told’ that Jefus of -
Nazareth ‘paffed by ;—in that inftant fovereign grace

ftruck his foul with a conviftion of his mifery, and
brought him, a poor blind, naked finner, to Jefus ; who

owned the faith which! his Spirit had  infpired, and

wrought a miracle of mercy on him,

¢¢ I have read,” fays the great Mr. Hervey, * of a per-
“ fon being fo ftruck with that noble luminary the fun,
*¢ that he imagined himfelf made on-purpofe to contem-
¢ plate its glories.” Nor is it in the: leaft furprifing,
that a creature, recovered from a ftate. of total darknefs,
fhould miftake that magnificent orb for its Creator,—
But an object infinitely more_glorious. engaged the ad-
miration of Bartimeus ; he faw _and followed, adoring
that Uncreated Sun of righteoufnefs, whofe healmg beams
had rifen upon his benighted foul.

To a mind nllummatcd by anomtmgs from the eternal
Spirit, each furrounding objet proves a filent monitor
to praife the Lord ;—and who, beholding the wonders of
creation, through the evangelic telefcope, can forbear
calling upon all around and within them to adore his
holy name, who formed and upholds them by his power ! -

**God of all worlds, Source and Supreme of things,
" From whom all life, from whom duration {prings ;
Intenfe, O let me for thy glory burn,
Nor fruitlefs fee my days and weeks return ;
Give me with wonder at thy works to glow,
To grafp thy vifion, aud thy truths to know ;
O’er time’s tempeftuous fea to reach thy fhore,
And live and fing where time fhall be no more |’
_ Pearsarr.
Teach me to refle®, with gratitude, on that un.
bounded goodnels which prevents my wants, by inpu-
' inerable
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merable bleﬂ’ings of thy prowdcnce. But, chleﬂy, ]et
the fuperlative dehght of my foul be, to adore that con-
defcending love, which moved the Lord of glory to come
down and dwell with men on earth --In the houfe of
my ps{g,nmage, be thou, () gracious jehbvah

¢ My theme, my infpiration, and my crown,
My ftrength in age—my life in low eftate—
My foul’s amhltlon—-plhafure—wealth—my wor]d—
My light in darknefs—life in death— -
My boaft in time—blifs through eternity—
My facrificé—my God !’ Youna,

Enabled by thine all-fufficient grace, may'T * fo num-
ber my days, as to apply my heart unto wifdom !” And
O let the words of my mouth; and the meditations of
my heart, be acceptable in thy fight, O Lord my ftrength
and my Redeemer I Give me; with humble confidence
in thy love, to look forward in bleft anticipation to that
day, when ¢¢ the redeemed of the Lotrd fhall return, and
come to Zion with fongs, and everlafting joy upon their
heads,” 1fa. xxxv. 10, when ¢ they fhall hunger no
more, neither thirft any more : neither fhall the fun light
on them, hor any heat ; for the Lamb, that is in the
midft of the throne, fhall feed them, and fHall lead them
unto fountains of living waters ;' and God fhall wipe
away all tears from their eyes,” Rev. vii. 16, 17.

st No f{orrow there fhall ever cloud their brow,
No bloodlefs malady empale the face,
No age drop on their hairs his filver fnow,
No nakednefs their bodies does embafe,
No poverty themfelves and theirs difgrace,
No fear of death the joy of life devours,
No unchafle fleep their precious time deflowers,
No lofs, no gricf, no change, waits on their winged
hours.”

Aug, 10. 1778, J. A K,
Oy
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On the EvipEnce and AssurRANCE of Love.

10 the lonely traveller, what can be more pIeaﬁnng
than to be comfortably aflured, that he is in the
right road  to his journey’s end ? If doubts and fufpicions
arife in his ‘mind concerning it, he will purfue every
method to obtain certainty and fatisfaltion, It will af-
ford no relief to his mind, to refle&t, ¢ The road I am
in is good and pleafant, I cannot wifh for a better ;”” but .
the grand confideration will be, ¢ Have I good evidence,
any kind of aflurance, that it leads to the p]ace where I
want to be ¢” '

Every chriftian is a traveller,  He is journeying from
earth to heaven ; thro’ the road of life, to an eternal worlds
What inconceivable pleafure, what inexpreflible joy muft
it vield him, to'be aflured, that he is in the way, the
right way, the king’s high-way to eternal blifs and
glory | Blefled be the Lord, we are not left to doubt
and uncertainty here,  We have an infallible direétory,
his word : we have an unerring teacher, his Spirit. The
former, like.a Mercury, direts to the way: while the.
latter teftifies of the way, leads into it, and gives com=
fort in it

Hence we hear fellow-travellers of old joyfully fay-
ing, ¢ Hereby we know that we are of the truth, and
thall affure our hearts before him,” 1 John iii. 1g.
Hereby!—we xnow l-——we fhall aflure our hearts | what
bold | what confident language is here | Who, befides.
apoftles, dare talk in fuch a high ftrain as this | Verily, .
every one who is'a partaker of the fame Spirit of faith
which they had, and who walks by the fame rule of love
which they did. For, they were finfiers as wel] as we :
they had fin dwelling in them, as we have: they ftood
in the fame need of the bleod of Chrift to cleanie them -

Vou. V., : 3 U - from
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from all fin'; ‘and the tighteoufnefs of Chrift to juftify
* them from all condemnation, as we do, . And, they had
. no other title to heaven and, glory, than all chriftians
have at this day, which is in and through Jefus Chrift
enly. And we have the fame truth and the fame. Spiric
they had ; and, as believers in Chrift, we have the fame
right in him, to the very fame divine comforts and
happy affurance which_they enjayed It may then be
atked, Why are not all believers in Chrift favored with
the fame degree of aflurance which they poffefled ? It
may be an{wc.red in general, Becaufe they do not poffefs
the fame degree of love ; and therefore do not, cannot
fo toanfortahly know and affure their hearts, as they did,
Let us dwell'a little on this fubject ; and, while engaged
herein, let us look up to the God of light, love, peace,
and comferr, for his blefling upon our fouls,

We will begin with the adverb, Hereby, What doth
this refer to? Love: loving not in word, neither in
tongue ; but in deed and-in truth.  Who ? The bretbren,
even all who appear to be born of the Spirit, and to be
brethren of Chrift, by believing in, cleaving to, and
following of him. 'I'he criterion is love.  The pecu-

Jiar objeéts of this love, are thofe who give evidence that.

tbey know the love of God the Father, thro® believing
in the name of his only begotten Son, by the teaching
and influence of God the Holy Spirit.  Now, detached
from cvery othér confideration. but this_only, that be-
caufe we fec, in {uch, fomewhat that.difplays, the grace
of our Lord Jefus Chrift, the love of God, and ithe
communion of the holy Ghoft, therefore can we, and
do we really love them in our hearts ? If fo, what then:}
Why, * Hegesy we know that we are of the truth.”
O moft blefled knowledge! wr KNow, that it is abfo«
lutely impoflible for any ope fallen finner, wha naturally
lies in the wicked one, the father of lies, to love any ong
wha.is of the truth, i, ¢ who believes in, and;follows

.. Ghrift,
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Chrift; Who is THF TRUTH, 45 it is/for a dew] in hell to
love ‘an angel in heaven, W KNOW, that we burfélves,’
naturally, had heart enmity agamﬂ' the truth, and every
one who is of the trath. "WE& xNow, that nothing lefs
than' being born again of the Spirit. and receiving Jelus,
and the ‘truch as it 'is Su 'him, could ever have fubdued
otir enmny and czufed as'to love any foul Who is of the
trith. Bt now' wi K'\IOW, that ‘we really do in deed
and 'in’truthlové all fuch, * For, as wé love God who
hegat, fo'we love all who 4re begotten of him.  And’
WE KNOW. {0 much of the importance of this heavenly
love,: that it'is 6ur daty daily to firive and pray to cul-
tivate and 'incréate it more and more.  VFor, WE KNow,
that if but a fpark of this love dwells in ue, it defcended
from the fire of heaven ; and therefore proves our hea-
venly birth, that we are of the truth.

€ AND SHALL ASSURE OUR HEARTS.” What means
this # Our poor hearts are prone to be exercifed with
doubts and fears concerning our ftate, '1f we really are
fincere chriftians, there is nothing in all the world we
are fo much concerned about, as obtaining fome certain
evidence ahd aflurance of our intereft in the falvation of
Chrift.” Nothing will' be prized by us, equal to this.
The want of this makes many go on fadly, while the
enemy of peace and comfort oppreffeth them.  Now,
while' we firmly believe, ftedfaftly look to, and rely upon,
the work of Chrift, as the fole caufe of our juftification
and acceptance before God 5 Jet us examine our hearts,
and fee what he hath done in us, by his Spirit, as evi-
dential of ‘his love to us, and as an aflurance of onr in-
tereft in him.' Has he beftowed upon us the precions
gift of faith’?' If fo, it will difplay its heavenly nature;
for ‘¢ "faith “worketh by love,” Gal. v, 6. that s, it
worketh by the" free, rich, boundlels love of God in

Chirift Jefus, known and apprehended in the heart of us
poor finuers. - This love is the data, or given priniple,

3152 on
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on which faith feeds and is nourifhed, and; by which it
works. And as it worketh &y the love of God, fo it
works lqve to. God and man, in. the hearty For this is
the genuipe reafomng of true faith : ¢ If God fo loved
us, we ought al(o to love one another,” 1 John iv. ar,
There cannot polfibly be a fpark of love to God, where
there is no faith in Chrift,. Nor can faith in Chrift
exift in any heart, without love, Faith is the parent of
love, Loye is the fruit and evidence of faith.

Now then, the matter is brought to this point. = Hg
who is bleft with the faith of God’s ele@, will love
thofe who appear to be the elect children of God ; and
from hence, all fuch may aflure, perfuade, or quiet-their
hearts, concerning their ftate.. For if we can fincerely
fay, our own con{cience bearing us witnefs, we really do
find love in our hearts towards chriftians, as fuch, be-
caule fbmc.vhat of the grace of God appears in them,
and the image of Chrift i in fome degree fhines forth in
their converfation and life; we. verily are partakers of
thofe difpofitions and aﬁc&ions which naturally ‘we are
utterly deflitute of, and therefore we may affure our
heart, that the Sun of Righteoufnefs has arifen upon us,
and communicated of his heavenly grace and mﬂuances
10 us.
~ But, we not only thus aflure our hearts, and quiet our
minds, but we fh:1l alfo do th;s, BEFORE Him. What
are we to underftand by this ? Verily, the crowning
wark of all, For we do this in the prefence of that Je-
fus, our God and Saviour, in whofe fight all things are
naked and open 3 and this is done alfo with an eye to
his glory. For we dare appeal to him, if we have a
fpark of love in us, we are wholly and folely indebted
to him for it.  And therefore, all felf-boafting and felf«
confidence are totally excluded 3 for what baft thou,
that thou didft not receive out of Chrif’s fulnels ? Angd
lf thou ha& recewed this love from him, he intended it

: for
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for his.glory, and thy comfort, Therefore glory i the
Giver, praife him for the gift, and by it kaow and af=
fure thy heart, that thou art of the truth, and that Jefus
THE TRUTH dwelleth in thee, by the Spirit of love
which he has given to thee. O what weet boldnefs and
holy confidence doth this mfplrc us with before God !
One word of advice to your foul and mine.  ~ -~
Is this knowledge and affurance the common privilege
of all believers? Is it attainable by them ? Can’t we be
bappy without it? Then by all means let us moft ear-
neftly ftudy, ftrive, and pray to cultivate this heavenly
grace of love. For the more love, the ftronger aflurance
of heart that we are born of God, and know God;
the greater boldnefs before him, and the greater joy in
him.  If we have but one fpark of divine love, may we
be concerned to have it blown up into a flame: and
where love flames, let us ftrive to keep it burning: let
us ‘take heed and beware of all things which, tend to
damp love ; for, if love be damped, aflurance will be
checked. Let the fair copy of God’s free, unmerited,

everlafting, unchangeable love to us in Chtift, revealed

in the fcriptures, be ever before us. Beg that faith may
work ; and according to that, let us think of, fpeak to,
and a& by, our brethren in Chrift. Let us ever remem-
ber, love is of God. It originally grows not in nature’s
foil : itis an exotic, tranfplanted from the paradife of
God, into the new-born, believing foul of man. Love
is the note that all the birds of paradife thould ever be
finging. Then let us watch and pray againft the work-
ings of that perverfe enemy to love, curfed unbelief,
which makes us think we have no love; and that tho’
we pray for Jove, yet God is flow to hear, and flack to
beftow love upon us.

But let the joyful reafunmg of precious faith be at-
tended to: ¢ If God fpared not his own Son, but
freely delivered him'up for us all, how fhall he not with
him alfo freely give us all things ?” Rom, viii, 32. If

: God
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God fo loved the world of ungodly, rebellious finners,
as to give his only begotten Son to fave them ; w:]]‘ he,
ein he with-hold the gift of his love from any one who
believes in Chrift, and prays for love ? The thought is
moft abfurd. The objeftion moft unreafonable, For
is not the Holy Ghoft as willing, freely, to thed the love
of Gad abroad in our hearts, as the Father was to give
his Son, oras Jefus'was to die for us ? Who will dare to
think or fay to thé contrary? O let us not be {trait-
ned in our own bowels, for we are not ftraitned in God !
If our hearts are’ filled with love, they fhall be full of
the joy of affurance. Let us then hear and obey the voice
of our rnumﬁcent Lord ASK, AND YE SHALL RECEIVE,
Tm\'r YOUR JOY MAY BE FULL, John xvi. 24.
: EPHRON.

'Tﬁe I;éytnan’s Refle&ions _oi-n Lire and MANNERS.

¢ At thirty man fufpects himfelf a fool,
* Knows it at forty, and reforms his plan ;
AL ﬁ&y chides his infamous de]ay

— ——

B Refolves, and re-refo]us-—then dies the fame,”

, Dr. Youna.

FOOL indeed I And who's to blame ? None but

himfelf. T'is not for want of fenfe, but not ma-
kingwa right ufe of it, that intitles him to this opprobrious
and degrading appellation.

Albinus is a gentleman about 40 years of age, of for-
tune, charadter, and education ; an indulgent ‘hufband,
tender father, and loyal fubject ; efteemed by a1l around
him for his hofpitality, good fenfe, and benevolence ;
but he has, like many others, his hobby- burfe, or predomi=

“pant Folly, which the more fober part of mankind would
ftile, in the lan'ruage of feripture, bis eafily befetting fin y
a penchant or pafion for ridiculing religion, and every
thing ferious ; never happier than in the company of

thole
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thofe who'turn (by the help of falfé ‘wit, for real; fterling

wit, cannot with propriety debafe itfelf fo far, as to level

its forces acram& true piety) the important, truths of

chriftianity into dera_ﬁon and contempt, and treat the.
profeffors of them with buffoonery and feorn 3 this {furely

muft be e&eemed a capital failing, if not the height of,
folly and lmp:ety,——and fufficient, in the view of fober

and difcerning perfons, totally to eclipfe wha:ever maral

virtues, he may be thought poffeﬁ of, If the mqu:ry

fhould be made, how comes this to be_ his difpofition ?

[ anfwer, The prejud:ce of education, and the force of
parental example in the youthful part of life, co-operat-

ing with his natural temper, and inclination for gaicty

and dlﬂipat:on, encouraged and conﬁrmcd him in the
love of” pleaf’ure, ‘and diflike of all ferious reflexion.

Hence we may learn, that 2 man may be ftri& and com-

mendable in the pra&me of moral obligations, while he .
may be defpicable in the neglect of religious duties,—a
wife fool 5 wife for time, and in the things of time, but

a fool refpecting the concerns of the foul, and an awful

eternity to come : wife in the opinion ‘of his fellow-

creatures ; but a fool, and the worft of fools, in the efti-

mation of his God ; from fuch WOr}dIy-w:fe men, good

Lord, deliver us.

Miranda, a lady of beauty, wealth, and genteel ac-
complifhments, about 30 years of age; a virtuous wife,
an agreeable companion, and a friend to the poor. She
alfo has her penchant, which is cards ; no party fo defire-
able to her, as an Eilgagel:ncnt to pals away the evening
at a pool of quadrille, no company fo pleafing as the
advocates for cards ; Vauxbhall, Ranelagh, and the Theatres, *
have no charms for her, in comparifon with ¢his her favoi-
rite amufement *, "o, as it may jultly bc accounted, her
r,uhng weaknefs : excepting this, {he.ls in many:eipe&s an

3 amiable

* Any thing indulged in to, ex:efv may hecome acrime; but wnat fcr-mz
£a muzdet or d..ﬁmy our prccwns time {given us te prepare ourfelves for en
(¥aE i ofer niry

el
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amiable character, and deferving imitation. If not a zeal~’
ous promoter of, fhe is nota profeft enemy to, the caufe
of God and trith ; if not a lover of the gofpel, fhe docs
not make a jeft of it : the has her failings, but they hurt
no oné but herfelf’; ‘flic is confcious of her prevailing
paffion, often acknowledges it among ‘the ircle of her
acquaintance, and yet has not fufficient mmmand over
herfelf, to reftrain or overcome it : fuch is tbe unbemlhty
of human nature in both fexes,

If we are fenfible of our defe&s and lmperfe&mns (as
very few but what muft ‘be in a greater or lefs degree),
we cannot al a wifer part than' (if poffible) m,nﬂ:ly
to remove them. 'All have their errors of one kmd or an-
other, and fometimes inclination leads us to plcad for
their continuance, and overlook their cnmmahty ; how
ought this to put us ‘on daily felf-examination, and téach
us to beware ‘of known fins; or, as the fcriptures ftile
them, beloved lufts, which war againfi the foul !

O Thou ! from whom all wifdom flows, -

Thou God omnifcient ! kindly interpofe;

Pouir the bright beams of knowledge on our mind,
To know Thee right, ourfelves, and all mankind ; -
Teach us the art of felf-infpeion, Lord '} =
T’ amend our errors, and obey thy word ;

And, confcious of our many failings paft,

‘T'o make each day a critic on the laft. .
e GI Wl

eternity in), as cards, and fuch-like uninterefting diverfions and employ~
ments, muft be’ fiyled, doubtlefs cannot but be reckoned, by the thinking
few, avilful fins,"

. % This (the aggfaw&r that we remember unnoticed by
us) was miflaid. are forry G, W, fhould have jaufe
for complaint.. We wifh him, and all our correfpondentsy to
date their pieces, * The two queries mentioned we do not recol-
lect, This author’s ather piece [ball appear in our next,

A NATURAL
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If angels, whilft to thee they fing,
Wrap up their faces in their wing,
How f{hell we finful duft draw nigh
The great, the awful Deity ?

3

‘Glory to thee, aufpicious Lamb!

Thou holy Lord, thou great T am: f

With all our pow'r, thy grace wé blufs,

Qur Joy, our Peace, our Righteoufnefs .

Live, ever glorious Jefus live,
Worthy all blefsings to receive!
Worthy on high enthron'd to fit,
With evry powr beneath thy feet.

81 ¢
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with Spiritual Improvements,

[ Carriedon from p. 422. ]
The TicER.

Epenetus. § THINK, 8Sir, you obferved, that the
chief difference between the leopard and

the tiget-lies in this, that the {kin of the former is diver-

fified, not by ftripes, as the tiger’s is, but by (pots.

Abiab. 1 did. If you figure to yourfelf a cat magni-
fied to a very great degree, you have no inadequate idea
of a tiger. He is able to run off’ with a buffalo. And .
what muft his _agility be, when that of a cat fo far ex-
cegds its fize | The ancients thought him as beautiful
among beafts, as a peacock is among birds. His fkin is-
exceeding' fmooth, and thines with a captivating luftre.
The ftroaks which mark him every-where in the moft
regular manner, are of a fine deep and glofly black, and
the color of the ground is a bright y¢llow, His foim
large, mafterly, and elegant ; and his afpelt contrary to
all our ideas of phyfiognomy.

Ab. How fo?

Epen. Becaufe it is the very reverfe of his well-known
difpofition. He is a dreadful emblem of the human hy-
pocrite ; for, under a countenance the moft placid and
gentle, he hides a temper the moft fell and dreadful in
nature,

Ab. A juft, but dreadful emblem of a hypocrite in-
deed' | May we not truly fay, /that all men, by nature,
‘are fuch very hypocrites ! For do we not all firive to
" appear better than we really are ! The very worft of men
Vor. V., : 3 X © would
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would not be thought fo bad as they are. How, like
Adam, do we all aim to hide our nakednefs, and cover
our (piritual deformity, by the patch’d-up fig-leaves of
our devotion and righteoufnefs ! How common is it,
that under’ a demure look, and devout countenance,
lurks the moft deceitful and defperately wicked heart !
I think thofe lines, which I have fomewhere met with,
are juftly applicable to every natural, unregenerate
man :

¢¢ He that feems virtuous, does but a&t a part ;
¢ And fh¢ws, not his-own nature, but his art.”

LEpen. Your obfervation is exceeding juft. If hypo-
crify is hateful to-men, how odious, how contemptible,
mufl a race of fuch hypocritical beings appear in the
fight of an omnifcient God ! Why will any fuch pre-
tend to, and contend for, God’s loving and choofing any
of the human race, on account of any forefeen goodne(s
and virtue in them ?

Ab. 1t can only be accounted for, not that blindnefs
in part is happened unto them, but that total blindnefs
is fallen upon thom.

Epen, How confpicuous, how glorious, then, does the
way in which God Joves, choofes, juftifies, makes righ-
teous, and accepts finners of mankind, even 1~ his be-
Joved Son Chrift Jefus, appear in our eyes! And how
eught Jefus to be the triumph and glory of our fouls
from day to day, feeing we are perfe¢t and complete IN
HIM —But pray proceed.

Ab. The tiger has all the noxious qualities of the lion,

-without fharing any of his good ones: he is cowardly
without clemency, and ftrong without generofity, e
kills: merely becaufe he delights in carnage; and his
courage and fiercenefs feem to increafe only as he maets
with no refiftance, Do any value themfelves on mere

exterior

4
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exterior beauty ? Let them mark this in the tiger, which
though the moft beautiful, yet he is at the fame time the
moft deteftable of quadrupedes.

Epen. Ah, my Abiah ! how natural is pride to man !
Where is the nature in which pride dwells not ? And
yet how ridiculous, how abfurd is pride, in a creature
who has nought, which ftrictly and properly he can call
his owny .but fin! How reafonable, how fuitable, and
how fealonable this advice at all times ! ¢ Humble your-
felves under the mighty hand of God,” 1 Pet. v. 6, for
let us remember, fin dwelleth in us ail. '

Ab, True, Ifit did not, we never need to fear the
temptations of our grand enemy Satan.  But this brings
to my mind, how fitly Milton compares his diabolical
machinations to the artful cruelty of this dreadful and
deceitful favage.

© Then as a TIGER, who by chance hath *{py’d,

¢¢ In fome purlieu, two gentle fawns at play, .

< Strait couches clofe, then rifing changes oft

¢ His couchant watch, as one who chofe his ground,
«¢ Whence rufhiing, he might fureft feize them both,
¢¢ Grip’d in each paw”’———

Epen. Who is a match for this infernal foe ? Happy
for us, that we are kept by the power of God, through
faith, unto falvation.—I fuppofe there are difterent kinds
of tigers. . '

Ab, Yes. There is alfo what is called the cougar,
or red tiger, which is a native of South America. There
is not an animal, in all thé new continent, half fo da-
ring and miichievous. Thefe fierce and defperate crea-
tures make frequent incurfions on towns and villages, and
carry off domeftic animals in great numbers. They re-
femble the tiger, however, only in ferocity and fhape ;
for their fize is greatly inferior, and ' their color totally

3X 2 different,
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diffcrent. They dread the human fpecies fo much, as
feldom or never to attack a fingle man, and yet have
courage enough to encounter the crocodile,

£pen. Well, that is really extraordinary and furpri-
fing. s '

45, Itis, For when this tiger goes down to drink
in the river, this fearltfs monfler of the deep will lift
- Up his head above water to feize him. The tiger then,
with unerring fury, plunges his claws in the crocodile’s
eyes, where alone he is vulnerable. Inftantly both dive
together under water ; for the cowgar would rather die,
than let go his hold. In this manner the combat conti-
nues, till the tiger efcapes, or perifhes in the water

fz}dm. It is amazing, to confider what enmity exifts in

animals againft each other.

Ab. But it is mofi amazing and awful to rfﬂe&, that-

in the carnal mind thould exift enmity againft a good,
merciful, and gracious God : yea, that the carnal mind
izfclf is enmity againft God ; that it is not fubject to the
law, of God, neither indeed can be, Rom. viii, 7. Good
God | what a ftate we are born in! What worfe could
poflibly be faid of us | O wretched creatures as we are,
that there thould be in us fuch a bitter, deep-rooted, ir-
' reconcileable hatred and variance againft God |

Epen. How great the love of God the Father, how
rich the grace of God the Son, how efficacious the power
of God the Holy Ghoft, to bring fuch ffout-hearted re-
bels to the foot of Chrift’s crofs, to feek for mercy, and
{ue for reconciliation | i '

Ab. And, to magnify and heighten all, let us ever
remember, God loved us, before we loved him. He is
reconciled to us, before we are to him, He fecks ug,
before we feck him. He fues. to us, to be reconciled,
before we fue to him.  And it is the Jnowledpe and
faith of this that brings us‘to him, O may' this know«

lcduc
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ledge abound, and  this faith be increafed in us more
and more, that we may glorify the holy, undivided T'ri=
nity for fuch amazing love, unparalleled grace, and fo-

vereign power !

Epen. Amen, and Amen.

[ To be carvied on. ]

PeL BE T
Tha 'Expctieni:e of a Day,

Bi\s'mw & '{ﬂpor vopoy v wois pwine-
&t p8 alisgmrevopsioy T vopw
7¢ oz i Paul. ep. ad Rom.
vii, 23,

1.
OW, amidft this lump of ruin
That my captive foul detains,
hall a wretch efcape undoing,
And avoid eternal pains ?

2,
Did I feel that blefled freedom
Which the heirs of glory know,
When celeftinl guidings lead "em,
Would my foul be fetter’d fo ?

I 7. ;

Can immortal, new-barn fpirits,
Feel like me fuch ﬁr"ng: extremes ?

Can the foul that grace inherits,
Thus abufe its healing beas ?

4.
Now, aloft, T rife, h:l:c ving,
And to realms cternal fly,
Joy, my heart, from giief, relieving,
Bears me upward to the fky,

‘

Then the chain ofsthm low dungeon i
Round my wrekched bofom twiness

Down I fink, in mis'ry plunging,
Earth again my hope confines.

6.
‘Whilft annoying doubts molefting,
Overwhe!m me with diftrefs,
Darknefs all my foul invetting,
Grief and gloomy fears opprefs,

4 Sl - It o

Now I view with Zeteﬂaﬁon
Sin’s alluring fatal charms ;
Now with hankering inclination

Take the monfter to my arms.

8.
Now my love’s fupremely burning
For the God of endlefs day ;
Then from him, adult’rous, turning,
To fome form of dying clay.

1 9.

Hear a wretch, defponding, groaning;
Hither, Lord, to thee I fly!

Where, my haplefs cafe bemoaning,
Can I elfe for help apply?

10.

Let not all my hopes be vanifh'd;

Hear a worm his guilt bewail ¢

From thy blifsful prefence banifh'd,

Horrors and defpair prevail.

11,
Hear me, O thou bleeding Savionr,
Nor a mifcreant vile difdain :
In thy blood, that heav'nly laver,
Wath me from my ev'ry ftain,

12,
By thy ftrength and aid forfaken,
Vainly fhould T hell oppofe;

“By their pow'rful wiles o'ertaken,

Soon fhould fink beneath my foes,

13
In the paths of fin and ruin,

Let‘my vagrant feet ne’er tread $
At thy footftool keep me fuing,
Guilt has horrors that I dread.

Hafte,
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Hafte, O hafte that hour aufpicious,
Beaming bright with love and joy,

When my hateful foes malicious
Shall no more my peace deftroy,

15,
©O thou Source of ef‘r}r blefling,
Guide a ftumbling wretch along 5
Till in heav'n thy fmiles poffefling,
Grace fhall be my endlefs fong,

Abingdon,  ELAKISTOTEROS,

® % Future fawours from the above
correfpondent, will be meff gratefully ac-
“Prrd'.

©n John xiv, 18,
# I will not leave you comfortlefs,”

1.
OME, ye who know the Sa-
viour's love,
And all his faithful kindnefs prove 3
In chearful fongs your joy exprefs,
He will not leave you comfortlels,

%
He ever afts the Saviour’s part ;
With ftrong compaffion in his heart,
His faints he will for ever blefs,
Nor will he leave them comfortlefs,

His wifdom, goodnesfs, pow’ry and care,
They largely, fweetly, daily fhare :
He kindly does their fears fupprefs,
Nor does he leave them comfortlefs,

4
And w hile they fojourn here below,
And travel thro® this world of woe,
In ftorms, and floods of deep diftrefs,
He does not leave them comfortlefs,

s
And when they come to death’s dark
vale
And heart and flefh begin to fail,
Their dying lips fhall then confefs,
He has not left them comfortlefs,

6.
But when at laft they meet above
1o that bleft world of joy and love,

TRV

Their rapt’rous fong will beft exprefs,
He did not leave them comfortlefs.

7
We thank and blefs thy name, dear
Lord,
For this dear promife of thy word :
Deep on our heartsthis truth imprefs,
Thou wilt nor leave us comfortlefs.

Matrimony recommended to the Un-
married ;3 with Direétions refpect.
ing Choice, ;

1.
E longing fouls, that feek the
road
‘That leads to life and blifs 3,
And in a partner want to find
.True happinefs and peace ;

. 2,

If you'll attend to what I fay,
And follow my advice,

You'll not effcem my counfel vain,
Nor ¢'er repent your choice,

An hufband I willzreon_mmcnd b,
That’s worthy of you all,

Who will fupply your ev'ry want €,
Whatever may befall,

. e
He’s ruddy as the blooming rofe,
And as the lily whited ;
His actions all are free from guilt,
Clearer than morning light.

Perhaps in anfw:rsjrou will fay,
“ I’'m ugly, vile, and poor!
“ My cloathing’s nought but filthy
¢ rags €,
¢ Unholy and impure.”

a John xiv. 6.

b Ifaiah liv, 3.

© [faiah xli, 10,
d Canticles v. 10,
‘¢ Ifaiah lxiv, 6,

Hi'd
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6.
Hed not difdain you for a wife,
If you were ten times worfe ' 5
But he'll rejeét you if you bring
One farthing in your purfe &,

Methinks you fay,T“ "T'is Mofes, Sirh,
# That you thus recommend.™

1 anfwer, Noj a better far,
A more fubftantial friend,

'y
If you on Mofes fix your choice,
You have a wretched tafte i ;
You'll work and ftrive, yet never
pleafe,
But go in rags at beft,

9
The hufband I would recommend,
Is worthy your embrace 3
His love’s an everlatting love €,
You'll ever reft in peace,

10.
He'll cloath you with a perfect robe,
A garment of wrought gold !;
Its beauty never will decay,
Its worth can ne'er be told,

ir.
But, left your patience fhould be tir'd,
1l now difclofe his name :
*Tis JESUS, God’s beloved Sonm,
A Man of matchlefs fame.

Coventry, Oét. 12, I, E.
f Luke viii, 2, John xx. 5.

% Ifaiah lv, x.

h A&s vii. 20,

i Rom, iii. ro.

k Heb. xiii, 8.

I Pfalm xlv. 13,

m Luke iii, 22,

Invitation to come to Chrift,

I.
OME, finners, ftand amaz'd, and
view
Flow great the Saviour's love to yon,

535

View him with arms extended wide,

Behold he fhews his bleeding fide ;

And hear him in his gracious word,

This language fweet toyou affurdz

¢ If weary with your finful load,

¢ You pant and thirft to have it
“ mov'd!

¢ Repair to me ; in me you'll find

¢ A'friend in me, fincere and kinds

¢ Your load of fin I will remove,

“ And give youcomfort in my love ;

¢ Nor all that earth or hell can fay,

¢ Shall ever turn my love away.”

O then may we by fov'reign grace

Be led to feek our Saviour's face,

The counfels of his love obey,

Nor lofe thefe bleffings by delay!

NEeoravYTUS,

An Invitation to the Marriage-Supper
of the Lamn.

1.
H E Bridegroom calls, make ne
delay, '
Hafte to the marriage-feaft :
Jefus invites : with (peed obey,
And join the heav'nly Gueits

Z,
Tho' you're oppreft with guilt and fim,
No fi.nels e requires;
To fee and feel your need of him,
Is all that he defires,

Tho® yon're as hlagk as Keedar's tenty,
And vile as vile can be,

Jefus to fave the loft was (ent,

+ To fet the captlve free,

4
The pow'rs of earth and hell combine
To keep you from your Gad ;
Into his hands your all refign,
He bought you with his bloed,

He claims you his iecuiisr care,
He'll grace and glory give ; "

His pow'r preferves from ev'ry fnare,
He dy'd that you might live.

Coventry, Ot 2. 1778, LE,

REVIEW,
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I!

Memoir of fome principal Cir-
cumftances in the Life and
Deach of the Reverend and Learned
Avcustus MonTacue Torrany,
B. A, late Vicar of Broad Hembury,
Devon, To which is added, written
by himfelf, The Dying Belicver's Ad-
drefs to his Soul; and bhis own Laft
Will and Teftament.” Sold by |, Ma-

thews, in the Strand,  Price 64,
This account, of that eminent mi»
nifter of Chrift, cannot fail to afford
unfpeakable pleafure to the friends of
Immanuel, and his everlafting ' gofpel,
For herein fome truths, refpeéting that
. great man of God, are fet forth, in
contradiétion to fome fulfe afperfions
caft on him by a parey.  But above
all, here we behald how the great God
arui our Saviour is pleafed to Honor his
faithful fervants in their dying mo-
ments, From this relation of the death
of Mr. Toplady, we clearly perceive
that he died in the triumphs of faith,
the aflurance of hope, and an unclon-
ded profpeét of glory. Enough this,
to make every living faint cry out,
Hal elujah, praife the Lord | and even
the wicked to fay, ° Let me die the
death of the righteous, and let my hﬂ

end be like his !’

E \'4

1L

- An Elegy on the Death of the Rev,
Mr, Torrapy. By T, W. Sold by
‘Oliver and Mathews, Price 6d.

A grateful Tribute to the Memory
of the deceafed, from a youth of 20,
who was a pupil vnder this great man
of God; and not only fo, buta vein
of truth and piety runs through the
whole, for the profit of the living. As
a fpecimen of this elegy, we give our
reader the following lines 2

%% And fhall a faint, a faint of {uch re-
* nown,

@ Steal from the world, and feize 2
“ heav'nly crown,

e

I E W.

“ And not a voice to fay, *“ The Hee
¥ yrald’s fled,™

¢ But all in flence weep AuGusyus
4 dead ?

“No: the fad news lhall reach all
¢ mortal ears,

¢ Nor be forgotten in an age of years |

“ Ages unborn fhall thy fad lofs des
“ plore,

“ And mourn that fam'd AveusTus
¢ is no more,"’

1L

An Elegiac Poem, in Blank Verfy,
on the Death of the Rev. Mr. Tors
Lapy. By John Fellowes. Sold by
Mathews and Keith. Price 6d.

This poem reprefents the plealum
and joy of the angelic hofts, in obeye
ing the heavenly commiffion of bilig
miniftring fpirits to the heirs of glory
in a dizlogue between MicnakL nnl
Gapritt, That our readers may
judge of the whole, we give them (hy
following extraél,

GABRIEL.
¢ Tis true, he was indead
¢ A burning and a thining light; fet up
¢ By heavenly power to lead the rans
¢ form’d race
¢ Safe thro’ the darknefs which o'sie
 fhades the land.
¢ The heights of fcience in his yoully

** he gain’d,

“ And with a rapid courfe explui'd
€ th’ extent

“ Of learning’s province, Then, by
<« powerful grace,

* Call"d out, and to his Saviour's vine
f¢ yard feat,

¢ His ardent foul, infpir’d with luw

 divine,

“ Pour'd all her faculties and wll ot
‘ firength

¢ Into the noble work: and all hep
“ powers

“ Born'd io difplay a bleeding has
“ viour's love,

¢ And teach a wondering world [ mmne
“ nuel’s praife,”



