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SOURCE OF DIVINE COMMUNICATION.

THE writing, the leaves of the Bible, the formation of sentences,
the yoice of the minister, these are not the Son of God ; they are
only instruments, materials, or means, to convey the Word of God
10 our senses. Christ is called the Word of God ; for in him, alone,
all the perfections of the Almighty, the heights and depths of the
excellency of Jehovah, and the counsels of the bosom of the Father
are made manifest. The very mind, will, truth, love, wisdom,

power, and glory of the eternal God, shine in him; and no other

wisdom or truth, can shine in the Scriptures. Whatever the Son of
God is, the truth contained in the Scriptureis the same ; and what-
ever that truth is, which the Scripture contains, the Lord of Glory is
the same; for heis 4lpha and Omega, of all that is written in the vo-
lume of the book. ¢ These are the words which I spake unto you,
while I was yet with you, that ail things must be fuifilled, which
were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the
Psalms, concerning me ; which God hath spoken by the mouth of
all his holy prophets, since the world began: which he had pro-

. mised afore by his prophets in the Holy Scriptures; concerning

his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.”

The written Word of God is his essential truth. It is not paper
and ink, or the arrangement of letters, nor the sound of words, but
the truth and the life, which; under those different modes, is con-
veyed to our eyes and ears, which is the word of God ; and which
being, by the eternal Spirit, conveyed to our hearts, becomes the
life of our souls. ¢ The water that 1 shall give him, shall be in him
a well of water springing up into everlasting life.” Christ is'in
heaven. ¢ He ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill
all things.”” Therefore, he fills the Holy Scriptures with his grace
and truth; and, by that conveyance, he fills the hearts of his children
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with life and love. He dwells in their hearts by faith ; and faith
comes by hearing. - Hence, the Gospel of Christ is called, ¢ The
power of God unto salvation.” = And-the mipistry of the New Tes-
tament is said to be, ¢ Not of the letter, but of the Spirit ; for the
letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth life.” Christ is, personally, in
heaven ; yet, the saints ou earth, eat his flesh, and drink his blood ;
they dwell in him, and he in them., The Son of God, the ineffable
Holy One, the Word made flesh, is in the midst of the eternaitiirone,
an 1nexhairtible fountain of blessedness, glory, and perfection ;
and the alone way, whereby he .communicates his fulness to his
children, upon earth, and whereby they enjoy spiritual blessings in
him, is by his written word ;- which is, *“ a pure river of water of
life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of Gody and of
the Lamb ;" the streams thereof being efiectually divected into their
souls, by the Holy Ghost, this water of life, this wisdom and trath
of God in Christ, 1s, to their hearts, “ life from the dead.” It pro-
ceeds, originaily, from the Father. ¢ The word which ye hear is
ot mine, but the Father’s which sent me.” It is spoken to us by
the Son: ¢ Even as the Father said unto me, so I speak.,” Andb
the Holy Ghost, is made effectual to all God’s elect. ¢ He shall
teach you all things, and bring all-things to your remembrance,
whatsoever I have said unto you.”  Thus, there is but One living
Word, wisdom, and truth of God; which is treasured up in Jesus.
Christ; and it is he, alone, that speaks in the Holy Seriptures,
¢ Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life,
and they are they which testify of me.” Therefore, the truth of
God, revealed in the Scriptures, is the essential, living, and eternal
‘Word of Jehovah, ¢ The words that I speak unto you, they are
spirit, and they are life. The Word is nigh thee, even in thy
mouth, and in thy heart ; that is the Word of faith, which we preach,
But the Word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is"the
Word, which by the Gospel is preached unto you.” _
There is the creating Word:' ¢ God said, Let there be light ; and
there was light. By the Word of the Lord were the heavens made,
and all' the host of them, by the breath of his mouth : for he spake,
and it was done; he commanded,and it stood fast. Through faith
we understand that the world was framed by the Word of God. By
the Word of God the heavens were of ¢ld, and the earth, standing
out of the water, and in the water: but the heavens and the earth,
which are now, by the same Word are kept in store.” But we do
not, hereby, conceive, that God uttered an articulate voice, sound-
ed certain accents, or used any organs of speech ; but thathe brought
forth the counsels of his will into open manifestation, by producing
those effects of wisdom and power: which wisdom and power ‘cen-
tre in his Son ; for so he is called, ¢¢ Christ the power of God, and
the wisdom of God.” And that be, and no other thing, is intended
by that Word of God, that made all things, the Scripture is unde-
niably clear, ¢ In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
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was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the be-
ginning with God. All things were made by him; and without
him, was not any thing made, that was made.” And again, “ By
him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in
earth, visible and invisible; whether they be thrones, or domini-
ons, or principalities, or powers; all things were created by him,
and for him; and he is before all things, and by him all things con-
sist.” These things are positively asserted of the Son of God: “ By
whom, also, he made the worlds.” = So then, the creating Word of
God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, are the self-same thing ; and to say,
God created all thjngs by his Word, means the very same, as to say,
¢ He created all things by Jesus Christ,”

There is the commanding Word. ¢ Ye shall not add unto the
Word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish aught from
it, that ye may keep the commandments of the Lord your God,
which I command you.” ~ This is the perfect law of God, wherein
is displayed his untainted holiness. ¢ Sanctify yourselves, therefore,
and be ye holy ; for I am the Lord your God. Ye shall be holy, for
I'am holy.” Therein the righteousness of God is manifest : “ What
nation‘is there so great, that hath statutes and judgments so righte-
ous, as all' this law which I set before you this day {””  And therein
is the sovereign authority of God, over his creatures, asserted :
‘¢ Behold, the heaven, and the heaven of heavens is the Lord’s, thy
‘God ; the earth, also, with all that therein is.” = All these perfections
pertain to the Lord Jesus Christ: and he is the giver of this law. It
was he that appeared to Moses in the bush; and said, ““I am the
God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob ; and bid him tell the people, ¢ I AM hath sent mc
unto you :” and of whom it is said again, *‘ He came, with ten thou-
sands of saints; from his right hand weat a fiery law for them.”” For
the Father hath put all rule and government into his hands, and hath
given him for ¢“a leader and commander to the people.” So that
the Christ of God is the commanding Word. The holiness, righte-
ousness, majesty, and truth, published in the law, is the perfection
of the Son of God, ‘¢ The Lord is our law~giver: the sceptre of
thy kingdom is a right sceptre.” ; ; :

There is the Word of the Gospel ; which is the opening of the
Father’s bosom, the revealing of the mystery of Divine love, the
breaking forth of the infinite ocean of sovereign grace, in the Man
of God’s right-hand. The Son of God is the' manifestation of the
Father’s love. = ¢ God so loved the world, that he gave his only be-"
gotten Son.””  And whatsocver the Son declares; is the perfect, im-
mutable will of the Father: ¢ For [ have not spoken of myself, but
the Father which sent me; he gave me a commandmeut, what [
should say, and what I should spéuk: and I know that his command-
ment is life everlasting.”  All the works thut the Father doeth for
his children, are done Ly the Son: ¢ God was in Christ, reconciling
the world unto himself.” All the blessings, which the Father be-
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stows, are given in Christ. ¢ According to his own purpose and
grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus, before the world began,
Blessed be the God and Father of our:Lord Jesus Christ, who hath
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ
according to the eternal purpose, which he purposed in- Christ Je-
sus our Lord.” And whatsoever the Father hath been pleased to
reveal of himself, to any creature, is revealed in and by Christ
alone. ¢ No man knoweth who the Son is, but the Father; and
who the Father is, but the Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal
_‘bim.  The time cometh, when I shall no more speak to you in pro-
verbs, but I shall shew you plainly of the Father. I bave declared
unto them thy name, and will declare it ; that the love, wherewith
thou hast loved me, may be in them, and I inthem.” Hence it is
undeniable, from the sacred testimony, that all the revelations com~
munications, and operations of grace, which proceed from the Fa-
ther, are manifest to vs in the Son : so that he alone is the light,
truth, wisdom, and Word of Gespel-grace ; or-the light and truth,
praceeding from the Father, whereby the richesof hisgrace is de-
“clared unto us, is Christ himself. ¢ For God, who commanded the
light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the
light of the knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of Jesus
Christ. ‘ :

There is the Word of promise ; which, thoughit is a word of pure
grace and truth, itdiffers from doctrine; orit may justly be distin-
guished from the proclamation of the Gospel, or from the public
revelation of the Father’s will, and the grace, peace, life and salva-.
tion, openly extended in Christ : that is universally published ; this
is peeuliarly adapted to them that believe: that declares the’love of
God, aud salvation to sinners ; this insures all blessings to the saints:
that lays a foundation for faith ; this lays a foundation for hope: by
that, the sinner is called from death to life; by this, the saint is es-
tablished, with everlasting consolation. Aud this Word of promise

38 by Jesus Christ : it is he, in whom all the ancjent promises were
established, wheu no created being did actually exist. ¢ In hope
of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, premised, before the world
began.” And all the promises, held forth by the ancient prophets,
are fulfilled in him. ¢ We declare unto you glad tidings, how that
the promise which was made unto the fathers, God hath fulfilled the
same urito us their children, in that he raised up Jesus again.” And
the promise is enjoyed by his children, only through the faith of
Christ.. ¢¢ The Scripture ‘hath concluded all under sin, that the
promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that be-
licve. In whom, also, after that ve belizved, ye were sealed with
that Holy Spirit of promise.”” And in him they have a right to all
the promised blessings: ¢ If ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s
seed, and heirs according to the promise. And thisis the promise
that he hath promised us, even eternal life.”” Now we know that
eternal life is in the Son of God himself. ¢ 1 am the way, and the
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truth, and the life.”” Therefore, in every promise of God to, his
people, Christ is all, and inall. = Jesus is the ceutre, the revealer,
the fulfiller, and the essence of every promise exhibited to the saints,
in all the book of God. ¢ For all the promises of God in him are
y€a, and in liim Amen, unto the glory of God by us.”

Thus, every branch of Divine truth, contained in the holy Scrip-
tures, centers in Christ: he is the fulness of his grace, shining forth
from the Father ; and by the special beams of the light of the Holy
Spirit, proceeding in such or such a direction, under such a.mode,
or in such a peculiar way ; and so lighting upon the objects of his

love, as to enrich their souls with the blessings of his graces as he '

hath said, ¢ [ will be as the dew unto Isracl.” And the different
forms in‘which this truth appears, are as so many different rays of
light from the sun, or the different spreadings forth of his wings.
‘¢ Unto you that fear my name, shall the Sun of Righteousness arise,
with healing in his wings.” 4 PROSTRATES.

\

THOUGHTS ON PSALM CXLV, 0. "
¢ His tender mercies are over all his works.”
Ix this psalm, David is praising God for his greatness, goodness,
righteousness, merey, and power; and it should be remembered,
that when David thus praised the Lord, he did it in consequence of
having experienced those things, and therefore could, experiment-

~ally, say, ¢ Thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive; and

plenteous in mercy, unto all them that call upon thee.” Psalm

Ixxxvis 5. i '

The words, now under consideration, have been strangely per-
verted, by various interpreters. ‘The Arminian aflirms, that God
hath thoughts of mercy towards all his creatures, and offers mercy
‘unto them, but many of them are so hardened, that they will not
aceept of it ; so God’s designs are frustrated by man ; then, if this
be true, the power of man is greater than God’s; God would save
them, but thzy will not permit him ! Yet, however glaring this abo-
minable error is, in the face of truth, and contrary to the dictates
of reason, the Arminian concludes it must be so, because he cannot
discern the Scripture in any other light, and, for the want of true
light, he cannot discern the precious and glorious doctrine.of- sove-
reign grace, but, through the darkness of his mind, hateth the light,
and will not believe that God hath a right to shew mercy on whom
he will, and daves to contradict him, who says, ¢ I will be merciful
unto whom I will be merciful,” Romans ix. 15. Such was the en-
mity of that notorious Arminian, John Wesley, against the doctrine
of sovereign mercy, that he hath left a great body of evidence, to
prove, he was an enemy to imputed righteousness, a perverse child
of the devil, who strenuously laboured to pervert the right ways of
the Lord : a striking instance of this kind, we have in ore of his
poems, where hypocrite.like, in the form of addressing God, he has
written thus:
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¢ | could the devil's law receive,
Unless restrain’d by thee;

1 could (good God 1) I could belieye .
"The horrible decree 1117

Here is a man, professedly devout, blasphemously telling God,
that his doctrine of Sovereignty is the ¢ devil’s luw,” and the *¢ hor-
. mible decree ;” acknowledging his liability to believe the doctrine,
and thanking God for being preserved therefrom. - ST
Blush, Wesley, blush! he Al'd with shame;
Doom thy vile poem to the flame:
What tongue thy horrid crime can tell?
Put saints to sing the song of hell!
Haste, hence, to Rome, thy proper place:
‘Why should we share in thy disgrace?
We need no greater proof to sec;
\ Ty blasphemies with theirs agree.

. Among the many texts, which the Arminian produces, as sup-
posed proofs for his system, is this: ¢ His tender mercies are over
all his works.,” On the word *“ al/,” he lays the emphasis, aflirming,
it is not to be limited, yet, he believes it doth not extend to fallen
angels, and, therefore, while he affirms it is not to be limited, he
doth actually limit it himself : this contradiction, with the many

.more that compose this carnal system, is not surprising; but that
the Arminian and the Calvinist should be united in their views of
the extent of the word ¢ all,” in this connection, is astonishing !
That they are, in this respect, united, is plain, from the answers the
Calvinists in general (so faw as my observations have extended),
have given the Arminians, by saying, that the word ¢“«all,” means
the whole human creation, and that the ¢ tender mercies,” here
specified, are only his providential favours, so maintaining, that its
import is the same as the words of Christ, when he said, ¢¢ He mak-
eth his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on
the just and on the unjust,” Matthew v. 45. It doth not require any
extraordinary discernment to discover, that this reply 1s too futile,
to produce the effect intended ; the Arminian must be beaten by ab-
solute facts (and blessed be God, there are such in the Scriptures of
truth), and not by mere: surmises ; then it is needful to enquire,
what 1s the mind of the Spirit, in this text, which shall now be at-
tempted in harmony with Seripture, that analogy of faith, and that
sound experience, which is peculiar to the regenerated, in the fol- |
lowing manner. : .

First. What are we to understand by the phrase, ¢ tender mer-
cies ?” Secondly, What is its extent, ¢¢ over all his works #”

It is the glory of the Seripture, to reveal God as the God of mer-
cy. We read, very early in God’s Book, of his mercy in the revela-
tion of the woman’s seed, and se on, progressively, in many in-
stances, but, particularly, when the God of mercy proclaimed his

.name to Moses ; as, ,*¢ The Lord, the Lord, merciful and gracious,
abundant in goodness and truth,” Exodus xxxiv. €.
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It is generally admitted, that God is merciful, but in what way
is generally misunderstood ; hence, the many, who live and die ig-
norant of Christ, with a false confidence in an erroneous notion of
the mercy of God: these suppose, that God will have mercy on-
them, because they have omitted some evil, or performed some
good. Here, the prince and peasant, the man of unblemished repu-
tation, and the most debanched and wicked charagter ; the wise phi-
lJosopher of Athens, and the untutored African; the boasting infi-
del, and the hypocrite in Zion, are alike ignorant of God’s mer-
"cy: however these persons may disagree in many things, yet they
afi agree in this, viz. That God is in duty bound to %rant mercy to
man, for some supposed goodness ; therefore we find, that the fol=

lowing lines, written by a certain wise man, generally much ap-
plauded : '

“ The mercy I to others show, >

That mercy shew to me.”

Now, while those who make no profession of the Gospel, are
thinking God will be merciful unto them, if they are merciful unto’
others, many, who are called the ministers of Christ, are propagat-
ing the same carnal notion, by asserting, that if man will be merci-
ful writo himself, God will show him mercy ¢ hence the vaunting of -
the Wesleyan preachers, with their auxiliaries, Fuller, and his co-
~ adjiitors, who are all united in representing God, making off¢rs of
mercy to men in gencral ; then they beseech men to take cempas-
sion on their owa souls, informing them, that if they will thus have
mercy on themselves, and avail themselves of the ‘offersiof mercy,
God.will be merciful unto them; but 1r ~oT, soon, very soon, the
door of merey will be shut; and they veproached, for ever, for not
being saved when they had an epportynmaty ! But this is as opposite
to the Gospel of Jesus, as the ‘infidel’s notion of mercy: seeing,,
then, there are divers delusive opinions of mercy cherished, by
professor and Brofan_e, how important is a right knowledge of mer-
cy 3 and how blessed the soul, where this knowledge resides!!

The mercy of God; intended in the passage under consideration,
is his spiritual mercy, to his elect children in Christ Jesus, flows
only through atoning blood, and is revealed to the heart, by Jeho-
vah the Spirit. © This mercy is well termed ¢ hismercies ;”’ how-
ever the mercy of man may, in many instances, he great, yet; when
compared with God’s mercy, What is it? TheLord has given us
an answer in his Word, ¢ The tender mercies of the wicked are
cruel,” Proverbs xii. 10." His mercy is like unto himself, is in glo-
rious conformity with his other attributes; but some teachers, for
want of understanding the harmony, have-asserted mercy to be God’s
darling atiribute, and his justice his strange work ; and so saying,
they have preached a very strange God; even a God, having per-
fections that are:at variance one with the other; but this is not the
God of the Bible; the God of mercy is the God of justice, and he
delights as much in one as the other.  As this mercy is in harmony, .
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by acting in union with the other attributes,so it @5, as it respects
its antiquity ; it is as ancient as God. ¢ The mercy, of the Loid is
from everlasting to everlasting.” Psalm ciii. 17. .

. But God doth not possess his merey, merely, as an attribute, for
he is merciful in the communication of mercy to the guilty and un-
worthy: hence, we read of the ¢ vessels of miercy, which he had
alore prepared unto. glory,” Romans ix. 23, and in reference unto
whom, enly, the Lord thus speaks: ¢¢ 1 will be merciful unto theie
unrighteousness, and their sins and iniguities will 1 remeémber no
more.” Hebrews x. 12, IHere, the I.ord‘ makes a positive declara.
tion, of his determination to shew his mercy, at the same time,

. pointing out its design, viz. to counteract sin: to this agrees the re-
velation the Lord made of hiwiself, to Moses, when ““.the Lord passed
by, before him, and proclaimed, ¢¢ The Lord, the Lord God, mer-
ciful, and gracious, long-suffering, and abundaut in goodness and

" truth; keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity, and trans-
gression and sin,” Exodus xxxiv. 6: and those, who have had this
name proclaimed in their hearts, have been constrained to say,
* Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth
by the transgression of the remnant of his heritage ¢ He retaineth
not his anger for ever, because he delighteth in mercy.”. Micah
vil. 18." His merey is sovercign : ¢ 1 will (says the Lord) shew
mercy unto whom I will shew mercy.” Exodus xxxiii. 19, Thus it
is evident, that his will, only, dictated the'setilement of his mercy.
¢« Therefore hath he mercy on. whom he will have merey, and whom
he will he hardeneth.” Romans ix. 18. [t follows, of course, that
no person whatever can possibly obtain this merey, by any ¢ works
of righteousness which he can do,” Titus iii. 5 ; vor by faith, or
repentance, or any thing else, supposed to be the duty of sinners ;
for, ““it is not of him that wilicth, nor of him that runneth, but of
God that sheweth mercy.” Romans ix. 16, The reason why God

-hath mercy on some, while lie righteously withholds it from others,
is, his sovereign will; and those who trace the communication of
mercy to any other cause, do awfully err, ¢ not knowing the Serip-
tures, nor the power of God.” Matthew xxii.29. . | '

The doctrine of God's soyereignty, particularly, apposes the car-
nal mind: there is na doctrine in God’s Word, that the carnal mind
so much hates, as ¢4is ; it is this base disposition that, virtually, says,
¢ Wrest from his hand, the sceptre and the rod;
Re-judge his justice, be the God of God!!” /
There has never been an infidel, or a professed Chyistian, who have
taken pen in hand, to write against.the doctrines of grace, but what
have been prompted so to do, by this accursed propensity of the
depraved heart!!—Hence, a Paine, a Barrister, a Bellarmine, a
Wesley, a Winchester, and a Fuller, have all brought their carnal
arguments from the same abominable sink of iniquity | ! :
Thounsands of professors in the present day (amoug whom are
many preachers, denominated Lvangelical), are in an awful delu-
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sion ; they suppose they have laid down zkeir arms of rebellion, be-
cause they have left some of their evil ways, and commenced pro-
fessors of the Gospel, while their hearts are still rebelling against the
sovereignty of God, and, therefore, are, in truth, rebels against
God, and will be dealt with as such by a sovereign and just God !-—
This mercy has but ene channel, which is Christ, a bleeding saeri-
fice! God can be gracious, without a Saviour; hence his conduct
towards his ¢ ¢lect angels;’’ those thas fell, were not elected : the.
reason why the happy angels were elected in preference to those
that fell, is entively of grace; therefore, they adore God as a God
of grace: but however God bath been gracious without a Saviour, he
cannot be mercitul without one. Mercy supposes its objects miser-
able; and this is the real case with God’s elect children, who, in
common with the ‘¢ rest,” through the Fall, whereby they are (con-
sidered as fallen) exposed to the wrath and curse of God, possess a
depraved nature, black as hell, and are disposed only to evil, and
that continually ; they have no power, nor disposition to help them-
selves; and if help was to be offered unto them, they have no power,
nor disposition to avail themselves of it; therefore, offers of - this
Kind, must be as useless as the reveries of Mahomet. ;

This being the condition of God’s children, and God being strigt-
ly just, who will, by no means, clear the guilty, yet, having a de-
sigh of mercy, it was necessary that a Saviour should be appointed;
and: it is the glory of the Gospel, to reveal a Saviour, who hath
made satisfaction unto God, as a just God, for the transgressions of
his elect; hath endured that wmt]ll and curse, which was -due unto
them, and hath shed that blood, which is so efficacious, as to make
them, though black as hell, white as snow ; and this Saviour isJe-
hovah Jesus, God in human nature ; even he, who is the self-exist-
ent ““ 7 Am.” God, in displaying his mercy in this way, has dis-
played his love, wisdom, justice, and every other Divine perfee-
tion, gloripusly : herein is made known how he is just, and yet the
Jjustifier of his ungodly children.—Those, who are the objects of
this mercy, are sure to be the subjects thereof ; hencé, they are call-,
ed ““vessels of mercy 3 vessels, to be filled with mercy, into-which
the Lord doth and will pour his mercy; and no bardness of heart,
nor neglect of means, shall prevent his designs of mercy.

When the Lord is about to make known his mercy to his chil-
dren, he makes them acqnainted with-their condition as sinners, the
deprayity of their hearts, their liability to etérnal misery, and their
utter inability to save themselves: in this way, the Lord prepares
his people for the enjoyment of mercy ; thus, in the day of his
power, he makes them willing to receive his mercy, in his own way ;
therefore is he pleased to enlighten their understandings, ‘to disco=
ver the way of mercy, through a Redeemer’s blood ; with this, they
are blessed with hungerings and thirstings after mercy, so that the
Publican’s prayer becomes theirs, *“ God be merciful unto me, a

No. X.—VoL. V. 3L
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sinner :” they feel'that if the L.ord doth not have mercy-on theni,
they must perish: the Holy Ghost having thus laid the axe to the
root of the tree, they are made deeply sinvere; they are sceking,
what they feel they must have, or be damned ; they mnst drink or
die! Those, whose religion hath not begun here, will find their re-
ligion vain, and of no use, when heart and swength fails!

London. e ELIHU.

D R —
THE CHARACTER AND DUTY OF A FAITHFUL MINISTER OF CHRIST,
A MInNGTER of Christ is one who speaks the things which become

sound doctrine, as the apostle “exhorts Titus, chap. ii. 1. ¢ But:

speak thou the things which become sound doctrine.”  That doc-

trine is sound, which is a lnk of that chainof truth, vevealed in
the Holy Seriptures; for there is such a close corcatenation or link-
ing together of the truths of God, and such a beantiful harmony
among thenrall, that no error whatsoever can at any rate be sol-
dered with them, any more than. clay can be incorporated with
gold. We speak :then the words which become sound dgetrine,
when we make all the Divine perfections to harmonize in the con-
trivance of our redemption, wﬂ]cn we give unto Christ in all thinjs
the pre-eminence, and when. we lay the pride of sinful men in
the dust. i .

A faithful minister of Christ is one, who is set for the defence

of the Gospel, as Paul was, Philippiansi. 17. 1T am set (says

he) for the defence of the Gospel.” . There is nothing mare warmly
inculcated in seripture, than the defence of Gospel truths, Proverbs
Xxiii. 23. ¢ Buy the truth, and sell it not.”  Philippians i. 27,
¢¢ Stand fast in one spirit, with one mind, striving together for
the faith of the Gospel.” Hebrews x. 23. * Let us hold fast the
profession of our faith without wavering.” Jude, verse 3, ¢ It was
needful for me to exhort yon (says the apostle,) that.ye shoukl
earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the
saints.””  And in order to the defence of the Gospel, it is neces-

sary that we be established in the present truth, as the expres-

sion is, 2 Peter 11712, ; that is, in the truths presently controverted,
or which are the present subject of debate, And, indeed,. it is
most Jamentable, that in our day there are scarce any of the pecu-
Jiar doctrines of Christianity, whichare not impugned and called
in question by men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth ;
such as, the Divine authority of the Scriptures ; the imputation
of Adam’s first sin to his posterity ; the universal corruption and
* depravation of our nature ; the irresistible power and efficacy of
~the grace of God; the distinct personality and supreme Deity of
the Son and Holy Ghost ; the reality of the incarnation of Christ,
or his assuming a holy human mnature to bis Diviné Person’; the
absolute perfection and infinite worth of his satisfaction in our
room ;5 the necessity of the imputation of his surety-rightgousness
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for our justification ; the free election of some to eternal life; the
perseverance of the saints ; and the eternity of hell torments ; with
many other important points which might be mentioned. There
are others again, who proftss to own all the above truths, 'who yet
so blend the Jaw and the Gospel, that they make the covenant of
grace little better than another edition of the covenant of works;
confound the sinner’s 'sanctification with his justification ; cry up
the necessity of previous good qualifications in order to coming to
Christ’; and are for leaning on something wrought in them, or
done by them, as the ground in less of more of their acceptance

*

before God. !

A faithful minister of Christ is one who does not shun fo declare
to his hearets all the cvunsel of God, as Paul testifies of himself
to the elders of Ephesus, Acts xx. 27. * [ have not shunned ito
declare unto you all the connsel of God.” He does not say that
he actually declared unto them all the connsel of God, but only
that he did not shun to declare it all. For as we know only in
‘part, and prophecy but in part, it is not to be supposed, that all
the truths of God, which are comprehended in the unfathomable
depth of Divine revelation, could be brought forth by any, or
even by all that ever ‘preached the Gospel ; for if the world itself
could not contain the Eénks that might be written of Christ, as the
apostle John asserts, then all that ever were in the world (the Son
of God only excepted) could never exhaust all that might be said,
upon what is contained within the volume of God’s baok ; as may
appear in some measure; from the vast number of commentaries,
treatises, and sermons, published, and unpublished, these 1800
years, besides all the lectures of the Old Testament prophets ; and
yet the half of what might have been said has not been told. Not to
shun to declare all the eounsel of God, is to keep back no ¢ruth
which we know from our hearers ; it is, to the utmost of our capa=
city and knowledge, to bring forth, what, we think, as before God,
will be most for their spiritual profiting, in the proper season of
it, eithet for instructing the iguorant, awakening the secure,
strengthening of the weak, recovering of these that are gone astray ;
or for comforting the mourners in Zion, and ralsing up these that
are bowed down under spiritual distress of any kind; and thus
studying rightly to divide the Word of God, and give every one
their portion of meat in due season, so as that'none niay be soothed
or flattered in their sin upou the one hand, or that any get occasion
for desponding fears on the other. ] _

A faithful minister of Chyist is one that gives attendance to
reading and meditation on what he delivers, according to the
apostle’s advice to Timothy, 1 epistle iv. 13, 15. ‘¢ Give attend-
ance to reading ; meditate 0pon these things ;” that is, study them
before hand. The apostle had advised him, in another place, to
stir up the gift that was in him, which could ndt be done without
reading and meditation ; and if close application to study was en-
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joined to an evangelist of uncommon endowments, it must be
much more our duty, now, when the extraordinary gifts of the
Spirit are ceased, to digest into order and methed what we are to
deliver in puhblic, and not to entertain our people with that which
costs us nothing. ! :

A faithful minister of Christ is ene who seeks to find out ac-
ceptable words. ‘This was Solomon’s study, Kcclesiasticus xii.
10. ““ The preacher sought to find out acceptable words ;”’ on the
wargin, words of delight. We should enLL:avour to deliver the
traths of God in such a plain and easy manner, as that the weak
and ignorant may understand them, shunning all crabbed and bom-

bastic expressions on the one hand, and coarse and clumsy ones

upon the other.. The scripture style is by.far the smoothest, and
at the same time the most elegant for the pulpit; and the more
fully we understand any doctrine, the more able will we be to de-
liver it plainly unto others. :
A faithful minister of Christ is one whao takes heed to himself,
as well as to his doctrine, lest, when he preach Christ to others,
be himself be a cast-away. It is given as one of the characters
and qualifications of a minister; that he be holy, Titus i. 8. For
a minister may have both gifts and learning, and Iikewise some
measure of success, and yet want grace, as is plain enough in

* these who preached Christ out of envy and strife, Philippians i.

15. And yet grace is a very material branch of the ministerial
character ; for without this we can have no experience on our own

sympathy with ‘these who are in any spiritual distress : without
grace we can never be in case to say with the apostle, 2 Corinthi-
ans i. 3, 4. '*¢ Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus
Chrigt, who comforteth us in all our tribulations, that we may be
able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort
wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.” Again, as a mi-

. mister is to take heed to himself b{' inquiring into the state of his

own soul ; so likewise he is to take heed to his outward walk, to
be ¢ an example to believers, in word, in conversation, m charity,
in spirit, in faith, in purity ;7 as the apostle exhorts Timothy,

1 epistle iv. 12. Examples sometimes do good, where precepts are

of ljttle force. It were good for us who are ministers, if we could
say in some measure with the apostle, Philippians iv. 9. ¢ Those
things which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and
seen in me, 'do.”’”  As we are to beseech others, that they receive
not the grace of God in vain, so we should take special care to
give no offence in any thing, that the ministry be not blamed, but
essay to practice ourselves what we preach unto others, and thus,
in some degree, make proof of our ministry.

As a faithful minister of Christ will take heed to himself, so
likewise to the particular flock over which the Holy Ghost. hath
made him an overseer. For, although every minister has a rela-

e
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tion to the church universal, yet he has a more special concern in
that particular flock among,whom fe is called to labour in the work
of the ministry. He is to be instant among them, in season, and
out of season, sparing no pains nor labour in the discharge of his
ministerial duty, being glad to spend and be spent, watching for
their souls, as one that must give an aceount, for a faittiful minister
- studies to give a daily account of the state of his Hock to the Lord
Jesus : if ‘they are flourishing and thriving, he gives an account of
them in a way of rejoicing, and blessing him for the outlettings of
his grace unto them ; if they are languishing or decaying, or guilty
- of any miscarriages, he gives an account thereof,in a way of mourn-
ing and sorrowing betore the Lord. In a word, a faithful Minister
o Christ, is one, who endeavours, singly, to eye the glory of his
JLord and Master, in all his ministrations, to be wholly devoted to
hi. service, and the good of the souls committed to his trust; he
carries his people upon his breast, before the Lord, and has an in-
ward, heart-concern, for their spiritnal and eternal welfare.  He is
one who preaches not himself, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and who
determines to know nothing, among his people, but CHrisT, AND
nin crUCIFIED. Heds one, who sees himself an unprofitable ser-
vant, and that his sufficiency stands only in the Lord ; for, indeed,
¢ Who is sufficient for these things ?” _ e

-—-—.—_—__..I',.

< To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
Mge.EprTor, ) -
WiTH your permission, and through the medium of your Magg-
zine, I would avail myself of an opportunity of congratulating the
religious Public, on the present happy condition, to which men of
‘wisdom and discernment have nearly brought the once contempti-
ble body of Dissenters—and. on the wide-extended and’ hopeful
prospects before them, of soon attaining to ultimate perfection ; to
that state, where they will not be a whit behind the very chief of
those, who study to gain the praise of all men. « Desirable state of
‘eminency this : the day has already dawned, and procldims the
wished-for period, which will fulfil their ntmost wish, is at no very
remote distance. ' But, to obtain so desirable an object, Who has
suggested the successful plan? By what wonderful means has the
plan been so nearly carried into salutary effect ? and how the union,
once thought impossible, brought about between light and darkness, -
and strict concord promoted between Christ and Beliel; and the
temple of God brought to enjoy full fellowship with idols !—A
plan, so marvellous, has been set on foot by men of moderation (i. e.
men of moderate regard for truth, for the realities of religion, and
for those who give the preference to these, ubove all other consi-
derations whatever. Candour! amiable Candour! wonder-working
Candour ! professed by these moderate gentlemen, has performed
wonderful exploits in the glorious cause of moderation, and arrayed



]

446 ; THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

the advocates for moderation in angelic garb, and secured them an
approving smile of all the gay, the proud, and dashing votaries of
worldly dissipation ; has modelled Religion to the general taste,
dressed it in such fashionable attire, improved the once rugged
path, by lowering hills, and filling up vallies, cutting up the thorn= §
bushes from the path, and emborderng it with roses ; that now, all
sorts can, without alarm, or fear of singularity, make occasional ex+
cursions in this inviting, this even, wide, and easy way. Since such
are the pleasing flowers, that grow from Candour, sweet, smiling
Candour; What is this lovely Candour ! Tospeak of all her charms,
lies as far beyond the reach of my capacity, as a detail of Solomon’s
glory did beyond the powers of Sheba's queen. But know, that |
modern Candour, in- her present improved state, possesseth such
rare excellencies as the following. Modern Candonr will not suffe.
our places of:'worshir to warnt any decovation nor accommodation,
that may suit the polite taste of the refined of our day. Hence, to
- raccommodate large and increasing crowds of vain mockers of God,
to give them an opportunity of displaying their plumage to advan-
tage ; like the rich worldling of old, shewiil pull down her barns,

- and build larger, that she may have room tdbestow all her goods.
Candour will not suffer’a man of moderation, even from the pulpit,
to utter one sentence, to wound the ears of her delicate admirers :
Candour will speak no more of truth, than she judges palatable ; all
the rest, that might be offending, she will conceal. Candourshapes
her manners to be engaging to all, and stadiously cultivates: the
warmest friendship of mammon, and pays her most dutiful respects
to the gold ring, and the rustling silk apparel. Candour forms hey
system of religious principles upon the most liberal plan, so as to
admit of all, except sterling truth ; this she totally discards, since it
proves hostile to her charitable designs. Candour opens her heart

~and hand to all, éxcept to the sincere friends of Christ and truth ;
these are of too mean extraction, and of too rustic manners, to be-

- ~come her familiar associates in life. Candour knows the truth of the

old proverb, ¢ He that would gain friends, must shew himself
friendly ;”” and, acting on this amicable principle, Candour will open
the pulpit-door—to all, except the staunch adyocates for truth;
but, with respect to such as these, it is candid to be extremely un-
kind. = Candour can freely admit Arminian, Fullerarian, Baxterian,
_ yea, and her honest friends the Quakers, yea, preachers in petti-
‘coats, and female apostles, without making those scruples, that
st. Paul would have done in a like case. And what shall Isay
more ? for the time would fail me to téll of Candour’s atchievements
. “=how she has built meetings—purchased organs—erected schools
~—made parsons—turned truth out of doors—opened the floodgate
of all error—wrote Ichabod on the temple-doors—taken the warid
into the Church, and converted it into a sepulchre of rottenness,
and dead mens’ bones. And, as the most memorable of all the ex-
pleits of Madam Candour, she has candidly befriended the devil

.
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once, farther, in prohibiting a true herald of Christ, and advocate
for pure trath, from opening his lips, or giving the alarm in a part
of her peaceful dominions, to which her Jadyship’s lordly power
canextend ‘its influence. Since so much has already been done,
what may we not expect in future ?—And can we deny to adore
the goddess Candour, as the Ephesians did their Diana?—Great is
the goddess Candour ! fet all her admirers exclaim. And believe
me, Mr. Editor, we worship her here, in our parts, with as much
enthusiasm, as ever the Ephesians could worship the image which
fell' down from Jupiter. : RECORDER.

y To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.

Sir, ;
Tue following are some vemarks of Joseph Hussey, whom some of -
your correspondents bave spoken highly of, so that, perhaps, they
will be acceptable ; and as they convey my sentiments on the sub=
ject, you will greatly oblige, by inserting them,

. A CORRESPONDENT.
OF PREACHING WITH AND WITHOUT NOTES, CONSIDERED.

¢ Tuz Holy Ghost hath better gifts for men in the ministry, whom
Christ sends, than such have yet received, who cannot so much as
evhort, much less enstruct, without their nofes. . A dry paper hath
been found to be a very dead assistance in the work. ;

“f Sententious, premeditated forms of Preaching,area scriptureless

“way of Preaching, = And what signifies a dressed matter upon the

cushion, when-l find it all eut of order, where ‘it should be better *
dressed upon my heart? What a ptece of disorder it-is to read a
message that is to be spoken. Titus ii. i, with ver. 15; Thessaloni-
ans ii. 2; also, Colossians iv. 3, and Ephesians vi. 19, &c. .
¢ And surely, if my heart were big with my message, I'need not-
have recourse, every half minute, to the line aboye my thumb, or
else rup the-hazard of being out and silenced ! If a man deliver his
message, experimentally, and not notionally, it must come more
from the sanctified treasure of the heart in maiéfer,'and less from the
paper. Help in form. . Also, if a man spake with his understand-
ihg moye, he should ispeak from his #enmory less.  If a man’s notes
were well written down upon the hiaden man of the heart, by the .
finger of God’s Spirit, they would be more covertly laid; than that
scandalous and common way of exposing them to every body’s
view ; or, than that industrious concealment, with hand or handker~
chief, which some have studiously erected between the prying eyes
of the galleries, and the copy. of the sermon. Oh! trust not thy
pen, when thou shouldest be telling what is written on thy heart.
Let me here exhort you. Be not snow-balls in divinity, to roll up

-numerous particulars,and lick up so many prepared sentences, upon

the sixth and seventh days of the week, lest you dissolve to your own
loss, and to nobody’s gain, upon the Lord’s day.

#
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¢ Remember, you will certainly fumble when yon go about to tell
us more than you feel that instant. The Lord knows that we have
poor, small doings among us!—Lord! pour down thy Spirit, that
we may all blush, and be ashamed to read sermons. ;

“ Let me freely spéak to you, not let me freely read to you, says
Peter. Let men read the text as Christ did, and 1t suffices, as to the
reading part.” Then, as to the rest of the labour, close the book, and
say unto the people, or speak to them, after the manner that Christ
did in his own preaching the Gospel, Luke iv. 17—21. 'The great-
est partof our reading preachers have done most mischief to appli-
cations; and the poor hearers suffer! Oh! that their eyes were
opened ! Some hearers, who sit under the hour-glass, or the pulpit-
watch (for few preachers, by the measure of spending themselves,
know when to give out), have found, that erace, it may be, has been
set up, while the glass hath had the far greatest part of its sands to
run out, or the watch its greatest number of minutes to come on ;
but as the dust hath declined, and the time clapsed, the grace-part
of the sermon hath sunk away with the time, till all hath been lost,
and swallowed up in the unreformed managements of use and ap-
plications. : :

¢ Objection. Oh'! Sir, Why do youn expose reading of notes at this
rate? 1. All have not the same memory. 2. As we have had the
assistance of the Holy Ghost to prepare our notes in our stadies,
s0 e may lawfully read to the people what hath been so prepared
“of God. ] !

“ 4nswer. 1. Preaching the Gospel is from an unction of the un-

., derstanding to open the Scriptures, and from a. touch of God upon

‘the heart, to open them too, from what we feel of them. For scrip-

. tures rip us up, if we let them take their own way; let men who go

by their authors say what they can. Preaching the right Gospel'is
not from an unction of the memory, acts more like 2 parrof, taught
. to utter words, than he speaks like a preacher of the Gospel. Pro-
mises and experiences run all to the understanding and the heart,
“and not to the memory. ; ' :
¢¢ Preaching the Gospel is expressed in the word by speaking,and
is an unction of the mouth. It 1s from the Spirit; we have the true
e, the liberty, or free spaech, Acts ii. 29 ; the boldness, 2 Co-
rinthians vii. 4, and Acts iv. 29—31, as the word is differently trans-
lated, and in each of the instances brought, is accommodated by
the Holy Ghost to utterance in our pulpit-speech; as is plain to
" him, who takes his Bible, and consults the places. Now wemay speak
to men in the things of God without notes. For instance, ifimen speak

* to one anotherabout trade or news, they can speak without notes—and

the truth is (to hold the comparison), I can remember far more of the
news from him that tells me the news, than from him that reads the
news. If I have newspapers (for I use similitudes), they are for
tnine eye, not mine ear: so men’s notes in the pulpit, are more
fitted to the eye of other readers, than they are to the tar of our au-
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ditors.  Reading, by notes, 1 have felt, experimentally, both in
reading (inasmuch as, twenty~two years ago, I used to read my notes
in Preaching) and in_ hearers, to ge the most unprofitable way of
speaking How can he that_speaks and reads, think I can profit
much by him, unless he acted fairly, threw me down another copy
of his notes, and let me hear ‘and behold, along with him that sees
all penned down before him in the paper s or-as much of it (at least)
as he reads unto mg? For, just lifting off his eye from the cushion,
towards the middle of a sentence, that helps him out in the latter end
of it, is not the gift which makes it ceasc to be reading. Let the
preacher, Isay, if reading be best, disperse copies of his notes, that
we may be all of one piece, as many of us as can be instructed by a
view of the manuscript, and let us all look upon it together.

3. As men have had the assistance of tlie Spirit in their notes,
without notes to compose notes, so it is plain they have nof the
assistance of the Spirit, without their notes, to deliver his own as-
sistances unto us. esides, if notes were the scviptural way of
Preaching, men should, surely, have a gift of the Spirit to read
those notes ; but they have no gift of the Spirit to read them.

¢ Allworship should be carried on by immediate gifts of the Spirit,

so far as God hath bestowed immediate gifts upon any; which
. proves that all should covet, earnestly, the best gilts, But now, in

notes, and the scandalous indulging the use of” them, I may say,
that that assistance of the 8pirit of Christ, which, I will suppose,
they had before in composing them, is afterwards gone, at least sen-
sibly abated in the worship: And may not onc reason-of it be, for
want of occupying in their talent, by meditation, and trust in the
Lord, &c. who maketh us able ministers of the New Testament, not
of the letter (no, not of the letter in a cut of paper, though I'am
afraid men look too much at the letter, and therefore look so much
to their notes), but of the Spirit? And an able minister of the New
Testament, of the Lord’s making, b?r the Spirit, can never be by
reading notes: that that kills may be
lieth not the ability ; but that which giveth life is the Spirit, who
needs no paper, and which leachelh the man that he needs it not at
all, neither. ‘ _ : ' .

¢ Men ghould occupy their talent by this trust, and not slight it by
napkining it in a scroll of paper, and there reading it through a
mere distrust indulged. To be sure, if ever these mén have had the
assistance of the Spirit in composing notes, they have had his as-
sistance to another end than to read them ; which may be done with-
out auy further measure of the Spirit; and then, what arc the dry

‘things worth ? T'o me the argument is plain, that if T have had a

measure of assistance in private, for Lord’s day’s work, it argues a

most sinful distrust of my soul, if I do not leok for an equal mea-

sure of the Spirit, in his farther gifts, when I come publicly to use

these prepared helps of meditating the Scripturé-arguments before-
No, X.—Vor. V, AL gk

copied on paper, wherein |
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hand. Consequently, a greater measure of the Spirit, nay, an equal
measure of his help in the pulpit, must be to preach without read-
ing': for, if by bis help I studied thein, without reading, Why not,
_ by his help, if T think I am a minister he sends and owns, do I not
deliver them too, without reading ? May it not be said, that after
help in our studies, we indulge a sinful distrust in the pulpit, and, .
by our tying up ourselves to a set of words, do think we please man,
by keeping close to the argument, while we displease God in run-
‘ning away from his assistance. Hath not' this distrust of farther
gifts of the Spirit, for utterance, upon trial of the Spirit’s help in
our studies, for argument, provoked the Lord to leave the ministry
so much at this day, even in or'thodox pulpits, that it is much to our
Jamentation ! Hath not flying to notes, upon every sentence, al-
most, to be uttered, under a colonr of refreshing memory, grieved
the Spirit, in a deadening both the pulpit and auditory, that we
may almost fear he is gone, and suspends his effectual operation ?
¢¢ 4. Why should men’s souls so generally choose to be for yester-
day’s cold meat, now, after so long a time, upon Lord’s days in the
churches, though fire was under it yesterday ; whereas their minds
were all agreed to put hot meat into their mouths, and so refresh
their bodies, upon Lord’s days, in their families, with something
that is warm? Well, then, tbat which comes hot from off the altar,
warmed by the fire of our Great Sacrifice, and brought in, immedi-
ately, from the minister’s own heart, by the Lord the Spirit, is a
sou{prov'ision, that «certainly makes us thrive best; and not that
which comes cold, after it 1s strained through a man’s notes, to
chillit. = : A E i
. .%¢ Hearers, also, may read better sermons at home, than any that
are réad in the pulpit at this day. Nevertheless, though they can
read better thdn any are now preached, yet public preaching hath
more of ‘God’s blessing go along with it ‘than any private reading ;
because it hath so solemn and express an institution in the written
Word. :

¢ Most gracious Lord ! Pour forth thy Spirit. Lord Jesus, come
quickly, that the Awman way of applications may wear off, and
vanish, and the dust of the prophets’ teet, who do not live for ever,
may be all thrown out of doors! ¢ Then shall the sanctuary be

- cleansed,”” ; ,
4 ON THE TRINITY.
; { Continued from p. 344.)
THE first hypotliesis I shall mention, relating to the Persons in the
Godhead, shall be the SABELLIAN ScHEME,

This consisted in denying a plurality of persons in the Divine
nature ;. and asserting, that in the Godhead there is no more than
Oue individual and singular subsistence ; that, consequently, the
titles of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, are no more than different
names for one and the same Person, several modes belonging to the
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same hypostasis, and but one subsistence considered in three differ-
ent respects.  This ancient error is the scheme into which the ge-
nerality of our English Unitarians, in the close of the last century, |
seem to have run; and; indeed, thus much may be said for it, that,
among'all the anti-trinitarian suppositions, it is the most consistent,
and liable to the fewest objections from reason. That there should
be but one Person in the Godhead, is very casily intelligible, and is
%ot repugnant to any of our natural notions of God; but the great
difficulty in this hypothesis is, how to reconcile it with the Serip-
ture account of the Godhead, to which it is, most demonstrably and ,
clearly contradictory. The Scripture has ascrib:ed to the Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost, such destinet personal actions, characters, and
©offices, as cannot possibly be understood upon the Sabellian notions,
but must, inevitably, imply, that they are distinct Persons. Thus,
where the Scriptures tell us, that the Father begat the Sen, and the
Holy Ghost proceeded from them both, the Sabellian interpretation
must be, this Father begat a Son, which is no other than begetting
himself'; and from this #uther and Son proceeded the Holy Ghost,
who, yet, is the self-same Person, with that Father and Son, from
whom he proceeded : so, in the institution of Christian baptism, our
Sayiour must, in thetr opinion, have commanded us to be baptized
in the name of the Father (whois allowed to be a Person), and of
the Son (who is, yet, one and the same Person), and of the Holy
G host (still but the same individual Person). So, again, when the
ZLuther sent the Son into the world, he sent Himself into the world ;
when the Son suffered on the cross, it was the Father and Holy
Ghost that suffered ; when the Holy Ghost desended op that Son, in'
a bodily shape, and the #ather, from heaven, gave testimony, by a
voice, 1t was one and the same Person that descended on Hinself,
and that gave to Zimself this testimony and approbation: when our
Saviour promised his disciples anotier Comforter, he promised them
Himself; when the Holy Ghost received power from the Son, and.
glorified him for that power, he received power from Himself; and
glorified Himself; when the Son wnfercedes with his Father, he in-
tercedes with Himself; and when_ he assured his disciples, that all
. sin against kemself, might be forgiven, but thdt the sin against the
Holy Ghost shall never be forgiven, his sense is, that the sin agaiost
hemself shall be both forgiven, and not forgiven. Not to mention
any more ; when the angel informed the blessed Virgin, that zke
If!{y Ghost should come upon her, the power of the Highest should
overshadow her, and that, therefore, that holy thing which should be
born of her, should be called the Son of God, the sense of all this is,
that the Holy Ghost should come upon her, the power of the same Holy
Ghost should overshadod her, and that, therefore, that holy thing
(the same Holy Ghost), which should be bornof her,should be called
the Son of the same Holy Ghost,or the Son of itself. These are diffi-
culties, which, I conceive, are more gross than any, which hayve, as
yet, keen alledged against our scheme; and which ought to bere«

i
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conciled, and cleared up, before we can, reasonably, give into
them. :

A second hypothesis, different from the Catholic, is that, which
we may term the specifical scheme. - This supposes, that the Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost, are three individual Persons, in ene, conimon,
specifical nature ; that, as three men, or three individuals in any
species, may be said to be of one essence, as having one cominon,
specifical essence, so it is with the Persons in the blessed Zrinity,
This scheme: has, indeed, been charged as a consequence of the ea

' planations of the Trinily, which have been given by several writers,
but.is, #n Thest, scarcely maintained by any, unless, perhaps, we
_may exce|l}t Curcelleus, " Tt secms to have been ealculated to obvi-
ate and solve that difficulty, which has ever been objected to the Ca-
Zholic scheme, how three distinet persons can sabsist in one nature,
‘This, indeed, it effectually solves; for, upon supposition that the
Divine Essence is a.specifical one, it is easily intelligible, how not
only three, but any, the greatest number of persons may subsist in’
it. Bat this hypothesis, 1f embraced, will, necessarily, Ke::d us into
greater difficulties than those wlich it pretends to avoid. We must’
be contentto be ignorant (since God has not thought it to reveal it)
+ of the determinate manner, how'the Divine Persons subsist, dis-
tinctly, in the One Godhead; and it is extremely rash, to endea-
vour at the accounting for this difficulty, by such methods as lead
us into more insuperable streights, as § am now to shew this hypo-
thesis does. : . '

For, in the first place, this scheme supposes, that the Three Di- -
vine Persons are separate from eachrother, because, all individuals
in a species, are_so separate: but, if the Divine Persons be sepa-
rate from each other, it is impossible that either of them can be an
infinite person; s¢paration being directly iuconsi;}cnt with' anfinity,
and all separate beings, being, for that reason, finite and limited.
The patrons, therefore, of this scheme, must either deny the sepa-

~ ration of the Divine Petsons, which, yet, they cannot do, without

~ giving up their whole specifical hypothesis: or else, they must as-
sert, that the Divine Persons are not infinite ; .and this they cannot
do, without giving up the Divinity of those Persons.

Upon supposition, that the Divine nature is a specifical nature, it
miust follow, that the Divine Persons divide this nature, as it is unde-
niable the individuals of a species do. If they divide the nature, it
is evident that it must be multiplied into more than one ; becatise no-
thing can be divided, and yet remain but one.  But, the Divire na-
ture cannot be morg than one ; because it is such a nature, as is, on

-all hands, confessed to-have all possible and absolute perfection.
Now it is, unguestionably, a perfection of nature, to have no equal,
or competitor. That being, which is but co-ordinate with another,
can never be called a being of absolute perfection, because it must,
necessarily, want one chief principle of perfection, and that is, su-
premacy.  Thus, the. specific unity, since it evidently divides the

[}
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natare, cannot be admitted in God, lest we multiply his es-
sence. ' ; ; ;

And, indecd, this is an insurmountable difficulty in the specifical
hypothesis ; that, as it.can never be reconcijed with that perfect
unfty which is in the Godhead (for three pérsons in a specifical God-
bead, willbeas evidently three gods, as three individuals inthe human
species are threc men); so, it leaves us naked and exposed to all
the ill consequences and absurdities of Tritheism. It is unavoidable,
that three separate Divive Persons must be three Gods: we cannot,
therefore, embrace the specifical hypothesis, because we are certain,
that Polytheism, the consequence of it, is justly chargeable with .
greater absuditics, both from Scripture and reason, than can possi-
bly be thrown on the Catholic system of the Trinitu.

A third hypothesis, relating to the 7rinity, and differing from
the Catholic scheme, i1s'that of Arianism. Arianism, at its first set-
ting out, was aun open, undisguised system ; which asserted, that the
Son of God was a ¢reature, and made i£ &2 dvrwr ; that he had no be~
ang, till just before the creation; and, that there was a time, when
he was not ; the apparent consequences of which positions are, that
he is neither God, nor Efernal. But, these propositions being too
contrary to Scripture to go smoothly down, the patrons of this he- -
resy have found themselves necessitated to ‘palliate them; and, in
words, at least, to come nearer to the Catholic 'doctrine. From
hence it is, that the present patrons of Arianism do not scruple to
say, that the Son is fruly and properly God ; that He and his Fa-
ther are One God ; that there never was a time when he was nof ; but
that he was begotten before all time, and before all ages. ' Not that
they have, herein, in any wise, receded from the tenets of the oldest
Arians (for their principles are, in trath, still the same), but only
have disgunised them, and given them a better shew, that the igno-
rant and unwary may be betrarccl into them, by their, seemingly,
being the same with the Catholic doctrines.

T'wo things, chiefly, theve are, which have been, usually, and, I
conceive, justly, objected to the Arian scheme, bdth as it was in its
first dress, amf as it is, at preseat, put into a more comely form.
The one (and which T shall first insist on), that it can never be re-
conciled with the unity of the Divine nature, but does infallibly in-
fer a plurality of Gods. 'This may, very briafly, be evinced, by
asking this plain question: Has this Person, the Son, and whom
you entitle é,‘qa.’, the same individual,, essential properties with God
the Father ; as, L'ternity, Omnipréesence, and the like; or has he
different and distinct essential properties, from those of the Father ?
The former no Arian can say, consistently with his own schenie
(for, if the Son be allowed to have the very same essential proper-
ties with his Father, he must, then, be consubstantiul with him; and
thus the Ardan will become a Catholic) ; and, to assert the.latter,
that their essential properties are different, is, evidently, to assign
them fwo distinct essences, and, therefore, they must be two different
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Gods, Different personal properties, indecd, do enly infer a differ-
ence of persons; and upon #his the Cutholic scheme is Foundvd,.
. which supposes-a difference of persons, and yet an unity of essence.
vy But, a diflerence of essential properties (which is the Arian scheme,
if it diifers from the, Catholic), must, unevordably, suppose a differ-
ence of the essence ; and a difference of essence, between fwo per-
sons, each of which is called, and allowed to be God, does, demon-
strably, suppose them to be fwo God:. ;

Upon the 4rian notion, the Divine lssence must, necessarily, be
divi({ed (two dustnet persons, in one undivided essence, being the
doctrine of the Cutholics) : if, then, their essences be divided, we
appeal to common sensc, wliether two divided beings, each of which
i1s.God,, be not, apparently, two Gods. ~ And, whatever distinctions
are here recurred to (as between a supreme and subordinate God ;
between absolute and dependent ; between luhgest and nferior), yet,
as long as the Father is called God, and the Son allowed to be God,
bowever subordinate, dependent, and inferior, it will sz2Zf be unde-
niable, that they must be fwo gods; because, they are not allowed
to be the same éndividual being, but of distinct and separate es-
sences. R

Nor is this Polytheism a new, or a late charge on the Arian hypo-
thesis : the orthodox fathers ef the fourth century, made the same
objection, and clearly evinced it. / %

The other objection, which I was to anake to the Arian scheme,,
is, that upon their supposition, that the Son is nof the Supreme God,
nor God in the same sense with his Father, the paying him Divine
‘worship (which they scruple not to do), is neyer to be justified from
the guilt of idelatry. 'The nature of this sin, as set down in Scrip-
ture, consists, both in giving.Divine worship to eny being, besude
the Supreme God, and in worshipping even Ihim, ¢ommunicadly,
and in conjunction with any other ob:‘;uct. If this be true, What
salvo is there from this charge ? They attribute Divine worship to
the Son, whom, yet, they deny to be the Supreme God; and they

* eaunot be said to worship even the Supreme God, incommunicably,
but joined with an object, which is a distiact being from him. Nor
is this practice at all justified, by having recourse to the distinction
of Divine worship into Supreme and subordinate ; into absoluté and
velatvoe; iuto fiughest aund inferior: these subtilties are neither
known to Scripture nor common reason: God has demauded a//
religious worship as /Ais peculiar property ; and whatever idolatry

-has been practised, whether by the Church of Rome, or even by,
Jews and, Pagans; it may, equally, be justified by these distinctions,
and excused from guilt, by the application of these principles.

This charge of idolatry is, also, mot a novel objection to the Arian
schente, but was alledged against it at its nativity ; and is as old as
Arianism itself. ,

Upon the whole, from what.has been said, relating to this scheme,
it -appears (what, I hope, is both too absurd, and too @mpious, to he

|



THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE, 455

/.« 1 f

found in the Christian hy pothesis), that those, who, with the Arzans,

‘allow that Christ is truly God, and ‘worship him as such, yet deny
that heis thie Supreme God, or God in the same sense with his Father,
are guilty of introducing, in theory, polytheism, and, in practice,
wdolatry. These, indeed, are heavy and severe charges; but, since
they appear to belong to drianism, we cannot but refer them to it.
'Though, ftor their comfort, we do not esteem them singular in these
their impieties, but are ready to make good the same accusation
against the Sdcintans, and «ll other such schemes, as do, with these,

~ allow worship to be due to Christ, and acknowledge him to be pro-
perly God, but deny that he is God in the same sense with his
Father,

Other absurdities there are, which are the just consequences of
the 4rian scheme, which do no less betray its inconsistencies and
impiéties, and which are so plain, that it will be suflicient briefly to
produce them. - A Person, Zruly God, and yet not existing from all
eternity, a made, a créated, a dependent God, are terms, which we
no sooner hear, than we discern to be repugnant. We have always
thought, that a Person, fruly God, must have the absolute perfec- | .
tions of the Godhead ; must be Eternal, Omniscient, Omnipresent,
All-perfect, and enjoy whatever attributes belong to the Godhead
in their infinite perfection. ' An inferior, subordinate, dependent,
temfporary, precarions god, is, with us, no god at all. Absolute
perfection and indepen%lency, are, in our judgments, necessary to
a Person truly God, and are inseparably connected in our idea of
such a Person. To esteem him a creature (for in that the Arians
must, af last, terminate), whom the Scriptures style Creator, is tm-
pious : to find a mediwm between Creator and creature (which somie
of them would attempt, who are unwilling to allow him to be the
former, and yet are ashamed to entitle him the latter), is impossible :
to confess his generation, before all ages, and without Zeme, and yet
not from strict eternity, is only trifling with words, and making an
imaginary distinetion where the sense is the same. Holy Scripture
informs us, that the Son created all things that are and were created ; +
Arianism tells us, that the Son, himself, is but a creature; nothing
can possibly reconcile the two assertions, but the supposing, either
that the Son created himself, which is a direct ¢ontradiction in
terms, or else, that a mere creature may be vested with the power
of creation ; the proof of which, I believe, they will find a task too
difficult to be performed. In Isaiah xliii. 10, God declares, ‘¢ Before
me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after me?”” A
notorious falsehood, would an Arian say ; for a Person, who is truly
and properly God, may, and has been produced in time, and since
the Eternal God. The allowance of a Person truly God, and iyet not
Supreme God, is, also, for this reason, absurd : it he be not Supreme
God, he must be separate from him: if he be separate from the Su-
preme God, he must have a finite and limited subsistence (for, two
s¢parate, Infinite Beings are a contradiction) ; but that a Person,
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truly and properly God, should yet have a finite and limited subsitt-
ence, that is, that an Infinite Person should yet be a finzte one, is
such a flagrant inconsistency, as cannot be swallowed.

Lastly. The very same difficulty, which the Arian writers so
often, and so groundlessly object to the Catiolic explication, does,
with unquestionable force, press their own scheme, and is wnang
swerable by them. They object to us, that we are guilty of ab-
- surdity, in supposing that ¢tAree distinct Persons may, yet, be, but

One God. Be it so; and, for the present, let it be granted. But, let
us turn upon themselves, this, their own objection, and see how they
can answer it upon their scheme. In the first place, they acknow-
_ledge, that the Father, Son, ‘and Holy Ghost, are three distinct per=
sons; and, withal they acknowledge that the Father is truly God,
the Son fruly God, and the Holy Ghost zruly God. Upon these con-
cessions, which way can they take? If they suppose these three
Persons, each of which is truly God, to be the One Supreme God,
.then they come into the Catholic scheme, and join us; but, if they
will 70t acknowledge them to be the One Supreme God (as we are
sure they will not), the consequence is unavoidable, that they are
. three distinct and sepurage gods : and, the having recourse, here, to
the distinction of a Supreme and subordinate god, can in no-wise
solve the difficulty ; both, because a subordinate god is, in truth,
no god at all, but the very assertion a flat contradiction ; and, also,
because, allowing the distinction to have a just foundation, yet the
same difficulty returns ; for, a Supreme God, and a subordinate god,
are, demonstrably, fwo gods. Such are the inconsistencies of the
Arian system tfrat these Three Persons are One God, they cannot
maintain, without joining us: they must, therefore, take to them-
selves the only remaining consequence, and that is, that they are
three gods. And this, indeed, unavoidably, follows from their
scheme (though their modesty forbids their speaking out so impi-
ous a thing), that the Three Persons are three gods; not, indeed,
equal and co-ordinate gods ; but, what is altogether as absurd, One
Supreme, and two 2nferior gods.

Before I quit the Arian zﬁypothesis, I cannot but briefly examine
one assertion, refuted, indeed, of old, but; of late, revived, and very
much insisted on, They contend, that the word God, in Scripture,
doth not signify absolutely, being or substance ; but, relatively, do-
menion, soveretgnty, and power; that the Godhead is a name, not of
nature, but office; and that the idea of God, is not comprized in
any essenlial properties, but in mere relative ones.  Two things
might be gained by this assertion, were it allowed to be true: the
one, that the Unity of the Godhead might be resolved into an Unity
of, not nature and essence, but monarchy and dominion ; the other,
that the Son of God might, in 7/us sense, be styled, truly, really, and
properly, God, and yet, at the same time, be ouly a creaied, a finite,
and a dependent being. But, how weak this plea is; and unable to

do them any service, | shall consider in my next paper.
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A LETTER TO A FRIEND IN LONDON : NOW DECEASED.

My praR FriENDp, ° 0114
By this time, I suppose, you begin to think that T have quite for-
got you ;*nor have I more than one excuse to make for™ot writing
sooner, and that is, my Master keeps me so fully employed, that I
have” bat Iittle time to spare; and, though I.cannot forget your
- kindness towards me, nor the kindness of some other friends in town
(some of which von know well), yet T must be free to tell you, that
the kindness of my dear Master exceeds the whole. Siire I am, that
héis the best Master in the world ; his service is perl’ncf freedom ;
‘ic sweetest and most noble employ that mostals can be engaged in:
in fact, to do his will, and enjoy his lovely presence, ‘is-heaven upon
earth., Bat here let me panse, and, with one of old, say, ¢ Lord,
what is man!”* for, strange totell, T find an inhabitant of this earthly
tabérnacle, that hates both my Master and his work, and roars, at
times, like a distracted bull in a net, against him and-all that is his;
and such is his nature, that his very breath is as sulphurous as brim-

stone, and as infectious as the most poisonous venom: his voice is:

as tremendous as a lion ;. his eyes sparkle with indignation ; his'lips -

%ﬂi"@i‘ with wrath ; in short; his whole powers are all engaged against
5od and trath i his appearance is as frightful as Bezlzebub ; I be-
lieve, in my very soul, he is #limb of the devil ; my Mastercalls him
the old man of sin; and, to speak the truth, be has often proved too
old and too artful for me: there is no such thing as finding out all
his tricks: one, who was no stranger to him, declareth him to be
¢ deceitful above all things, and desperately. wicked 5 and then
+asks, ¢ Wh n know Aim @’ and well he'mig‘;ht; for, frightful
and. detestable as™he.is, he can, at times, put on the appearance of

an angel of light, and plead for holigess, as though he was the great-.

- est friend to holiness in the world ; but, observe, it is a holiness se¢pa~
rate from Christ, as a recommendation to him; and whenever he
gets the servants of Christ to listen to his chatter, so as, in measute,
to forsake the fountain of living waters, and chop anﬁshéw out unto
themselves, cisterns that can hold no water, and so lose sight of
Christ and his glory, and be pleased with the fine decorations of the
creature, or their holy selves. he is sure to plunge them in the hor-

rible Fit, roll them in the miry clay, belch over. them all the horrid -

blasphemies that his hellish nature can put forth, laugh them to
scorn, and say, Where is the Lord your God now? And here they
must lie, till Jehovah is pleased to send forth his light and truth, and
deliver them ; which, to the honour of his name be it known, he is
sure to do in his own good time. Bat this artful monster (the old
man, I mean), can shift about, and when it is likely to answer his
end; he will appear as great an advocate for free grace, without its
effects, as he will for holiness, separate from Christ ; but, plead for

&

what he *will, his whole design is to uadermine the foundation of

No. X.—~Vor. V, 3 N
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Zion, overturn the plan of redemption, and ‘promote the interest of
the King of Darkness. Now, as I hinted before, this monster has a
residence in the house, where I at present dwell ; but my Master has’
more than intimated to me, that it is his design to remogve me to an
habitation not madé with hands, eternal in the heavens, and to be the
complete destruction of the Old Man; yéa, and that he will pull down
the old house, and,on a day best known unto himself, rear it up a
glorious edifice, like unto that which he resides in himself: but, for
my present comfort, he has been gracious to send a lovely company
of beautiful inates to reside with me; and so bountiful is he, that
he supports them all at his own expence: but, strange to relate,
there has been war in the house eversince they arrived, for the Old
Villain, above-mentioned, bates them in his very soul, and has given
them orders to quit the premises, a thousand times, twice’ told;
and, indeed, I have, at times, feared they were taking their farewell
of me, which brought me to cry, most vehemently, to my dear Mas-~
ter, to continue them with me, for, without them, I could not ma-
nage the Old Rascal one hour.' You will, perhaps, wonder that we
‘let such a monster have a being in the house ; but the truth is, he
has so many holesand corners to flee to in time of danger, that there
is no such thing as getting him out : ‘indeed, he is like a rabbit in a
warren, for if you see him go into a hole, and so watch the mouth
of the hole, for his coming out again, if you only lift up your head,

you may see him sitting at another, laughing you to scorn’; and if

ever you do lay hold of him, and attempt to burn him out, he will
slip through your fingers like an eel, and away he goes. But, would
you believe that the old villain worked with so much craft, as, at
times, to make me almost call in question, the faithfulness and ve-
racity of my Lord and Master ; notwithstanding he was never known
to forfeit his.word. I have often thought it an infinite mercy, that
though we believe not, the Lord abideth faithful ; he cannot deny
“himself. el L LR
Should you feel yourself disposed to enquire after the names of
those lovely inhabitants, that the Lord of the house has sent to re-

side with me, I will just mention a few of them, not doubting but .

you have been in their company many a time, and, perhaps, know
*Aull'as much of their natural, or, rather, spiritual turn, as I can tell
you. One is called Faith ; another Hope ; another Love, or Cha-
rity; amother Patience ; another Meekness; another Humility ; anos
ther, Holy Fear; another Watchfulness ; another All-prayer ; ano-
ther, Confidence; another Zeal ; another Fortitude; another Perse-
verance, and another Joy. i
-Now, by this time, I suppose, you begin to see who my compa-

- nions are, and, by the names already given, can guess at the rest,

- - o~ . e b
knowing something of their connections. But I must not forget to

tell you, that every one of the above, with their connections, hate
the Old Man and his deeds, as ill as he hates them so that war there
is, and war there must be, as long as the old house stands. Butinall
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the battles fought, Christ, the Lord of the house, leads the van, and
brings up the rear; for the above are his holy train, and all the vic-
tories gained are throngh him, aiid the power of his might. It is
amazing to think, what wonders are performed under the banner of
Immanuel. Indeed, I have, at times, been led to say, ¢ I can do all
things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” "'Were you here, to *
behold the exploits that are done, Lam sure, you would join me in
saying, What hath God wrought! To see how Faith lifts up its head
in a dark cloud, and against hope believeth in hope, knowing, that
faithful is he who hath promised, who also will doit. To beliold
how steady Hope keeps the soul, living in the full expectation of
the accomplishment of all God’s promises, together with the holy
goings forth of Love towards God, in the glory of his Person, rela-
tionship, characters, offices, fullness,word,work,worship, ordinances,
people, yea, and all his dealings in providence and grace. To view
the precious resignation of Patience, cheerfully waiting the Lord’s
will, aud submitting to his controul, knowing that what he appoints
is best ; and with what gracefulness Meekness and Humility unite
in lying in the dust of self-abasement, while they are ravished with
the glory and dignity of Christ, and crown him Lord of all. And
with what réverence and caution Holy Fear walks, lest ‘the Lord of
the house should be offendeg, and his name be abused. To be ac-
quainted with the diligence of Watchfulness, when on the watch-
tower, and to hear with what earnestness All-prayer cries, when
‘Watchfulness perceives danger; and how manly Confidence, Zeal,
and Fortitude behave themselves, and with what undaunted-courage
they display their parts, in time of imminent danger, followed up
with Perseverance, which seems as uuwearied as if but just set out;
and then to be charmed with the sweet and-heavenly music of holy
Joy, singing victory, through him that hath loved us : Isay, to be
able to view these things, aug see with ‘what fortitude theyall unitein
fighting against the Old Man of Sin, his old father the Devil, and
all his agents, would do your soul good. Now, as they are all fur-
nished with weapons of war, suited to their nature (for theirweapons
are not' carnal, but mighty;, through God), you, perhaps, wonder -
how it is, that the Old Man can getme into any snare ; and you ma
well wonder ; but the fact is, sometimes, after a sweet victory gained}:
the Old Villain will appear, almost, as dead as a storie; nor has he a
dog in all his kennel, that attempts to move his tongue ; so that,
foo%—like,-l begin to suppose that the whole camp is as good as dead,
and take too much prudence with them ; not doubting, but I
shall be able to serve them as they have served me; so that I ven-
ture to approach, without much timidity, or even asking counsel,
or imploring the aid of my Master, and, for wise ends, my dear
Master lets me try my .own strengthj so that the Old Fox, perceiv-
ing me alone, musters up his forges, and, either by craft or force,
prevails against me ; and, were it not that my life is hid with Christ
e God, he would have destroyed me long ago ; but such is the Di-
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vine love, tender care, and eternal faithfulness of my dear Lord,
that he always comes to my deliverance, though not without a rod
in his hand, which he makes me feel as the effect of my folly; but
then, he uses the rod with so much skill, as, in the end, to make me
kiss it, and the hand that appoints it: indeed, his skill is iniaHible;
-but such is the Old Man of Sin, thatto’give a true, and full descrip-
tion of his implacable enmity against every act of Divine faith, every
expectation of hope, and against all the goings out of Love, in
holy affection after God and truth, and every act of submission,
Patience is able to perform—against all the exalted. views, Meek-
ness and Humility have of the King, and his glory, and their mean’
views of self and creature-attainments, yea, against every cautious
step of godly Fear, and’ every sharp look-out of Watchfulness, and.
all the groanings, sighings, pantings, breathings, and cryings of
All-prayer; against all the vivacity ' and courage of Confidence;
Zeal, and Fortitude, and the unwearied resolution of Patience, and
all the melodious sounds of holy Joy :—I say, to give a true and full
account of the Old Man’s wrath, rage, and-enmity against these
things, requires an abler scribe than has lived upon earth these last
seventeen hundred years; yea, such is his dreadful enmity against
every branch of Divine truth, that there is not a doctrine of grace,
a promise of eternal life, a single blei‘.ing of the everlasting cove-
nant, a stream from the fountain, nor a drop from the ocean of un-
changing love, nor one display of Jehoval’s faithfulness to the Word
that is gone out of his mouth, a smile of his countenance, a kiss of
his lips, nor one compassion of heart evidenced, a precept he has
given, an ordinance he has instituted in his church, an exhortation
he has left on record, nor one fatherly rebuke, but what the Old Man
holds up to contempt and perfectly detests and abhors, If all the
_servahts of the Lorj), upon earth, were to unite their efforts, and
. each one do his best in describing this monster in iniguity, such is
the dreadful nature of his enmity, that Lquestion whether they could -
conie near the point. One of the King’s most noble servants sums
it up in saying, he is enmity against 3od, a body of sin and death,
and sin that dwelt in him.. Nor is there a redeemed messenger, that -
was cver sent by the King to the hill of Zion, with glad tidings of
salvation, but what has felt something of the power of this Monster’s
Hand: and. besides all this, he'is a wonderful orator. 'I have been
witness to some of the orations he can make, and have known him
to contradict the King's messenger in every thing he has delivered
in the nane of his sovereign; yea, and he has delivered his horrid
‘speech against the King'’s message, in such a crafty and masterly
Wy, as to make the King’s messenger quake for fear, and, almost,
question the truth and veracity of the message God had given him
to declare. I assure you, ! know more about him, thanI have either
time or inclination torelate; I, thervefore, shall gonelude, at present,
Wil observing. that I believe his destruction is sure ; far sentence of
death 35 passed upon him, and strict orders are- given to all the

.
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King's serv: ants to, watch againsthim, put him off, and mortify bim
with his deeds ; and the King has given all His true servants both
his promise and oath, that’ they shill be more than conquerors in
the end ; he' has enﬂdqu to fight their ‘battles for them, and lead
them forth to conquest and a crown: and [ am persuaded, that he,
*and he only, is able to accomplish the work. So, from the whole, I

am led to conclude, that salvation, from first to last, isall of grace.

Manchesier, me. 18, 1809, i : NézﬂﬁRE\TL,

MEN OF REASON.

- A Jew; Socinus, and Paine.—A judge present.
Paine.—What a noise is this among you?
Socinus.—Something that thou canst not judge of ; for thou art
no reasoner: I believe Lhc Bible, yet only so far as I am gulded by
my own reason and opinion.

\

. Jew,—That, certam]y’% is right; and you and I agree in the main -

pomL of L,hrbtlamty, fo
a man.

Socinus.—Surely, surely ; for it is only said, that ¢ he thourrht it
no robbery to be equal with God;” and the Huly Spirit only ad-
vises ¢ to feed the Chuch ob God which he hath 1Ear emed by: his
" blood.” John says, ¢ the Word was God ;” and Paul “6.all things
“were made by him, and by him all thmgs consist;’ a_n_d he is, some-
where, said to knaw wlat was in man;’ and, somenmes, toid men
their thoughts: Butwill any one say, that ¢ to bc omniscient is tobea
God #” The angels worship him; {)ut they are notinfallible; and the
_sdints pray tohim, as Steplien, and some others; but the yf'crt,, origi-
nally, Jews,orfo]low(.rsof Jews,and proneto 1d01atry And at the Day
_of Judgment, he will stand at his own bar ,0r somewhere else. I never
“could undust.md how he could be God ‘and What is it that I do .

oot understand? Tknow, very well, the nature of God, and my own

"nature, and can point out the reason of things: I can tu]ly explain,
“whiy the same sun that melts wax, hardens clay : I am not bound to"
belu.ve what I never saw, or cannot uuderstand more than a West-
Indian is to believe, that water can grow so lJard a river so firm, as
to, bear carts, tents, and a whole roasted ox.

Paine. —nght Socinus; I was always disposed to believe you.—-
Well done, Jews, well done;; ; stone Jesus Cgmst, stone him; ¢ for
hrz, being a man, maketh himself God.”

Judge.—My Judument is, that not one of you believe the New
Testament to be the Word of God. ™
"—"'-'—‘-—

MOSES AND THE EGYPTIAN,
Ir all Seripture is of Divine inspiration, it was the Holy Ghost, God
o the Spirit, that influenced the writer of Exodus to state, that Moses
Jeared, when the Hebrew asked him, if he intended to kill him, as
he had thc day beforc, killed the Eg,yptlan And it was the same

I believe, with you, that Jesus Christ was .
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God that spake by Paul, when he said, that Moses forsook Egypt,
not fearing the king : therefore, however these portions of Scrip-
ture may «ppear to contradict each other, it isan absolute certainty,
that they do not. If it was possible to find a contradictioh in the
revelation God bas given, the whole of his testimony would become
invalid and dubious for, either that porftion contradicted, ov the
passage which is a contradiction, must be untrue; and if one passage
can be untrue, the whole may; which redaces the Bible to a fable,
or else undeifies Jehovah, and destroys the foundation, on which all
the righteous are built. ; : :

““ And he said, Who made thee a prince, and a judge over us?
Intendest thou to kill me, as thou killedst the Egyptian? And Moses
Jeared, and said, Surely, this thing is known. Now when Pharaoh
heard this thing, he sought to slay Moses ; but Moses fled from the
face of Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of Midian.”” Exodus ii, 14, 15.
¢ By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king, for
he endured, as seeing him that is invisible.” Hebrews xi. 27.

Front the preceding part of-the first of these chapters, we find,
that when Moses was arrived, according to Stephen, at forty years

. of age, he went out from Pharaoh’s court, unto his brethren, the
Hebrews, whom he knew to be brethren, either from God, from
befr;g circumcised, or from his mother; who, being his nurse,
doubtless, made him acquainted with” this circumstance, and every
other incident that bas occurred,to place him-in the situation he
‘held at court. This knowledge, natural affection for his brethren,
‘and a Divine impulse, impelled him to refuse being, any longer, .
called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, to espouse the cause of the

. Hebrews, and to leave the palace, in order to look upon their bur-
dens, which he found grievous and heavy; to examine into their
state and circumstances, which he saw were very afllicted, and which
induced, in him, an ardent desire tolighten them, all that lay in his
power. An opportunity, to evince unto his brethren the deep in-
terest he took in all ‘their concerns, was not long wanting ; for, on

~ seeing one of them cruelly smote, by his Egyptian task-master, af-
ter looking carefully round, to see that there was no man in sight
(not from a conviction, that what he was about to do was wrong, Eut
.from-a desire that it should not be known to the Egyptians, or to
Pharaoh, lest his friendly attempts to relieve his brethren should be
frustrated, and their condition be made yet more rigorous by it);
and, when hesaw that there was none to witness what he intended to
do, he slew the Egyptian, and buried him in the sand. It was in the
heart of Moses, entare&y to deliver his brethren from their bondage ;
he believed it was God’s intention, to make him the instrument of

“breaking their yoke (and so it was, at the appointed time ; but God
had not yet placed that man on the throne of Egypt, by whom he
would make his power known), and he supposed that his brethren
would, from what he had done, understand that God intended to
deliver them by Lim; but it was only a supposition; for they under-

I
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stood not, Acts'vii. 25 ; it was not the will of God they should, nor
that the slaughter of the Egyptian should remain hid.

When the Hebrews wereto be visited and saved, according to God’s
promise, Moses should not go to them alone, nor in his own strength,
nor in his ownwill, nor in his own wisdom; but he should go to them,
in the might and majesty of God, contrary to his own feelings, and
only in’ the way that God would point out; he should say and do
nothing, but what he was ordered, and the whole of it should be
contrary to his own views, and painful to his fleshly feelings ; he
should do it tn faith, but this he had yet to learn ; for on going out,

-the next day, he beheld two Hebrews striving together, and said to
him that did the other wrong, Why smitest thou thy fellow ? infer-
ring, that it was both, unkind and unnatural, and that, as brethren,
and under a galling yoke, they ought to bear each other’s burdens,
and be solicitous to comfort each other in their mutual aflictions;
but instead of a confession, and repentance of wrong, the answer he
obtained to his friendly remonstrance, was brutal as the act—* Who
made thee a prince, and a judge overus?”’ The surh of things proved,
that he was made of God, both a prince and a judge over his bre-
thren ; but, as he was not appointed such by Pharaoh, this Hebrew
answered as he did, intimating, that he had no right to interfere in
their quarrel ; and in the malice of his heart, and to convince Mo-
ses he had it in his power to harm him, he said, ¢ Intendest thou
to kill me, as thou killedst the Egyptian ?” As Moses did ¢4 from
motives of pure affection and love to his brethren, it was ungrate-
ful for ove of Zhem to upbraid bim with it; but if it was from the
Hebrew he had, the day before, rescued, it was black ingratitude,
indced ! Let this be as it may, when Moses heard the saying, he

Jeared, and said, ¢ Surely, the thing is known.—Surely,” said he
to himself, ¢ either'somebody saw me slay the Egyptian, that I was
not aware of, or the Hebrew 1 rescued hasmade the matter known ;”
or, if this was the very man, Moses might say to himself, the thing
was known, from its being now mentioned 1in the presence of the
man, with whom the speaker had been at variance ; and from the
manner in-which it was spoken, Moges foresaw that it would soon
become public, and reach the ears of Pharaoh ; which caused him to

Jear. Hefeared he should fail‘in his attempts to deliver his brethren;
he feared their situation would become still worse than it was; he
feared the king would put the law in force, which sentenced any,
who slew a man, either bond or free, to death ; he feared this would
oblige him to flee the country, and shackle his wishes to serve his
beloved brethren ; and it turned out, his fears were not groundless;
for as seon as Pharaoh heard of the thing (the slaughter of the
Egyptian, and Moses’ disposition 'to serve the Jews), he sought to
slay him ; he put the law in force ; he used every endeavonr, that
his ownYage, or the envy of the courtiers could suggest, to secure
and destroy Moses: but Moses was safe ; he was in the keeping of

+ his God and Father. Pharaoh, the court, and all hell were baffled ;
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for Moses escaped, and was directed, bv his God, to the land of Mi-
dian, there to wait till the set time of Isracl's deliverance avriveds
- His fight from Egypt was not owing ta want of faithy but for
safety ; it was consistent both with prudence and courage, and ac-
cording to God's eternal appointment ; he was sent there, to defend
Jethro’s daughters ; to marry Zipporah;; to beget Gersham ; to feed
a flock; to behold God in the bush; to converse with him, and to
receiye hiscommands: from these things he learnt to be a shepacrd
of Israél ; to know that the church, low and ptorin itself as » thorny
bush, and as fit to be burnt, should, throngh the indwelling of God o
her, be unconsumed, though in the midst of the five and Hame of
afflictions, temptations, and the fiety assanlts of the devil; thut he
gould lichold and converse with an incarnate God, and live.  Meépey
- he became acquainted with the presumption, rebellion, and pers
verseniess of his nature; for when the Lord told hiiw, the people
should hearken to his voice, Exodus iil. 18, Moses said, *“ They will
" -not héarken to my voice,” Exodus iv. 1; betrayiny the unwilling~

ness there was in his carnal beart to ‘obey the Lord ; making known -

the long-sulfering of God with his people, and revealing his fixed,
. settled, unalterable purpose of grace towurds then ; that, notwith-
- stapding the devilith opposition there is in them, by nature, to run

in the way of" his commands, he will, eventually, bring them to an '

ebedience of faith, which works by love; and so he dealt with Mo-
ses, eternaliy chosen by him, in his love for his elect, to be their
temporal deliverer from human violence, bondage, and oppression ;
typical of their cternal Saviour from spiritual death, blindness, and
art, the eraft, and policy, and power of Satan. '

When God had made known to Moses, that all they who sought
his life were dead ; had infused into his heart a zealous, pure love,

both to God and God’s people; bad inspired him' with Divine.
strength, all his objections, grounded upon his former experience, .

when attempting to rescue his brethren, were removed ; he now be-
lieved God, that they should hearken to him : his frivolous excuses,
. that he made, for not going on the Divine mission, on account of his
being a poor stranger, an unknown shepherd, were silenced. Jeho-

vah shed abroad Aisflove in the heart of Moses ; endued him with su-

pernatural strength and courage, and sent him forth in Zéis majesty
and might 3 and, thus upheld, he conducted himself; in the whole of

his controversy with: Pharach, to God’s eternal glory and honaur:
Y LS g1ory

the faith of God, for which the saints of God are exhorted earnestly
to contend, was what influenced him in all he did in Egypt, and it
was the same grace that led him out ; for the Holy Spirit of Jehovah
- says, by Paul, that ““ by faith Mosés forsook Egvpt,.not fearing
the wrath of the king ; for be endured, as seeing him that is invisi-
ble.” Hebrews xi. 27. The fear that possessed his mind, was when
his wiaughter of the Egyptian was known ; before Pharaoh knew it,
and before he left Egypt for Midian ; not when he forsook Fgypt,
never to return there: forty years had passed away ; all cause for
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his former fear was removed, for all who sought his life were dead.
At fhis time, there was sufficient apparent cause for fear ; for the
Hebrews were the principal wealth of Egypt ; it was with extreme
difficulty the consent of Pharaoh could be obtained, for their going
a short distance, and for'a short time (as he was led to believe), ‘to
worship their God—How enraged and infuriated would he be, then, .
to learn, that they intended never to return? and, to find his own
people stripped of their jewels and valuables—Moses had an eye to
this; and he also knew that Pharaoh had meaus, casily, to overtake
them ; that he had a vast army of armed wien ; that his own people
were a defenceless, weak, and timid company ; nevertheless, his
faith was strong in God ; his soul was in the Lord, and the Lord was
in his soul; perfect love dwelt there; and ¢ perfect love casts out
fear.” Neither the threats of Pharaoh, the suggestious of Satan, nor
the workings of his own reason, had any influence upon him, for he
set out upon his jourhey ; he forsook Egypt by faith, not fearing.
the king ; but he endured hardness, like a good soldier. As God, for, -
Christ’s sake, had loved him, and had given him a sweet enjoyment
of that Jove in his soul, so he loved his brethren, and, for their sake,
endured o/l things ; for he endured, at seeing him that is invisible :
to the natural eye God s invisible ; but the eye of faith can behold
him in the face of Jesus; and can there have an ineffable view of his
everlasting, unchanging; free, gracious, and vast love. Faith can
behold the incarnate God on the Cross, atoning for the filth and sin of
our nature : faith can view the pure, spotless, eternal, infinite holi-
ness, both of the nature and obedience of the Son of God’; and can:
claim an union to the nature, and a covering with the perfect garb:
faith can behold the Son of God, seated in his majesty, on his eter-
nal throne, and gaze upon his matchless glory : influenced by such
a faith, a child of God can endure all things ; and such ‘a faith was
that of Moses ;- he looked upon the sufferings of the Lamb, for his
and the whole of the elect’s perverseness, and patiently bore with
this spirit from the Jews; in all troubles, in all dangers, in all
streights, he saw him that is invisible, and looked only to him for
help; for ¢¢ by faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the king, but
endured as seeing him that is invisible.” "Moses’ former attempt to
deliver Israel, teaches us, that without God we can do nothing ; if
not sent-of him, no man can prosper, and that it is impossible to.
frustrate his designs ; his present success proves, that with God in
his heart, and God as his guide, the christian goes forth as a lion,
fears no evil, and is, ultimately, crowned with glory, and mpade eter-

nally happy. _ :
- Manchester, August 28, 1810. ; : 2

No. X.—Vor. V.. 30
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~ THOUGHTS ON PSALM LXVI 16.

“Come, and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what he hath done for
my soul.”

WHATEVER might be the occasion, on which David penned this
psalm, itis evident he felt, in his own soul, a desire to praise God for
mercies received, and honour him for comforts enjoyed ; see verses
1, 2. He then speaks of the terribleness of his majesty, and the
greatness of his power, and predicts the submission of all his enemies
to his overruling sceptre ; see verses 3, 4. He then takes a view of
" the wonders which God wrought for his Israel, when he divided the
Red Sea, and led his people over dry-shod, causing them to rejoice in
his power, and then cautions the rebellious not te exalt themselves.
Selah ; see verses 5, 6, 7. David then calls upon the people, who
knew the Loid, to make the voice of his praise to be heard ; ver. 8 ;
then, in ver. 9, assigns the cause, viz. *“ He holdeth up our soul in
life; and suffereth not our feet to be moved. For thou, O God, hast
proved us ; thou hast tried us, as silver is tried. Thou broughtest us
into the debt ; thou laidest afliction upon our loins : thou hast caused
men to ride over our heads; we went through fire and through wa-
ter; but thou broughtest us out into a wealthy place ;" sce verses
10, 11, 12. David goes on to speak of the eﬁ";cts of those things,
on the minds ofthose who experienced the power of them in their
own souls, and thus speaks as one who really enjoyed the same: ¢ I
will go into thy house with burnt-offerings ; T will pay thee my vows,
which my lips have uttered, and my mouth hath spoken, when I was
in trouble,” &c.; see verses13,14,15. Then comes in the words,
of the text, *“ Come, and hear, all ye'that fear God, and I will declare
what he hath done for my soul.” .

As a further proof that David did not mean to deceive the peo-
ple, by preaching up the sufferings of another person, and net the
work of God upon his own soul, T shall notice the above passage as
holding out to us, :

The characters addressed.
The invitation given them.
The promise made to them. )

The characters addressed—By whom I understand a people, whom
David greatly respected, and a people, who had, formerly, enjoyed
similar favours with himself ; therefore, 17 is reasonable to suppose,
that the characters addressed, were, '

A people, quickened by Divine grace ; wrought upon by the Spirit
of God; had their ears opened to the sound ofthe Gospel truth ; the
eyes of their understanding enlightened, and, drawn by the strong
cords of-Jehoval'sJove, into a sweet subjection and obedience to the
mind and will of God, who are called, in the text, a people who
feared God ; 7. ¢. a God-fearing people, such as we have merition
made of in Malachi iii. 16 ; by which fear, we are not to understand
a slavish fear, and dread of hell, as the wages of sin ; for such a fear
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as this is to be found in-the minds of the unregenerate, as was the
case with those mentioned in 1 Samuel xii. 18; as, also, with those
who die without hope. SRt ' 3

But by the people, here said to fear God, we may understand, a
people possessed of that fear, spoken of in Jeremiah xxxii. 40; which
fear evidently appears to be a new covenant blessing, communicated
to the soul by the Lord the Spirit, and which is of a filial nature;
7. e. it is an holy affection in the soul, by or through which, the
happy possessor thereof is inclined to reverence God ; approve of his
word ; delight in his ways ; love his ordinances; admire his mercy
and goodness; and talk of his gracious dealings with him to others,’
as in the present case. And this fear is calculated to unite the soul,
in his affections, to Christ, and, also, prevent him from falling into
final apostacy ;.  for,” says Jehovah, ¢ they shall not depart from
me."” LR

The people addressed, was a people, who, through the grace of
fear, were Ee t from dishonouring God, by falling in, or mixing
with the world, or with those who ¢ hold the trath in unrighteous-
ness ;” therefore, they were not company for such; and this David
well knew, and, as such, he calls upon them to attend bhis instruc-
tions, and hear what he had to say in reference to the work of God
upon his soul ; saying, ¢ Come, and hear, all ye that fear God, and
I will tell, or declare what he has done for my sounl:”. not what he
did, merely, for another, or what another has suffered ; but, ¢ what
_ he hath done for my soul.” Hizs '

The invitation given:—¢¢ Come, hear, all ye that fear God.” -

This invitation denotes the anxious desire David had of their
company, or the company of all those who feared God in the sense
the text speaks of, which is no more than every other experienced
child of God desires ; for he delights in béing with the brethren of
_ the same family, that he may, with them, converse about the kind-
ness of their heavenly Father: hence, we read in Malachi iii. 16,
“ They that feared the Lord spake often one to another ;” and the’
result was, ¢ the Lord hearkened, and heard it.” ,

David’s inviting them to come, and hear what he had to say, isa~
plain proof he had no desire to keep that a secret, which God, in his
grace, had made known to him: so it is, also,with every child of God,
when truly called, by grace, to a knowledge of himself, and his in-
terest in covenant favours; such a knowledge has the happy eftect
above noticed, viz. he does not wish to keep it to himself, or conceal
it from the rest of the Lord’s people, who La\re telt the same things
in their souls; and his language is, ‘. Come, and bhear, 21l ye that
fear God, and I will declare what he hath done fovr'my soul :” 4. e.
I will tell, or make known to you, the work of grace, felt, known, and
enjoyed in my soul: I %ill declare his quickening pawer; his en-
lightening influence ; his supporting aid; his drawing fove; his ani-
mating goodness ; his soul-cheering mercy ; his gracious dealings, and
his immutable promises, made known and applied to my soul 5 I will
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speak, or declare how pardon wasbrought home ; how peace was
revealed to my conscience ; how righteousness was first felt as a co-
TerinF to my soul ; how I am accepted of God ; what makes me meet
for glory ; how eternal life is freely bestowed, and given to me ; how
I was brought to see my safety ; wherein I am made an heir of éter-
nal happiness; and by what means I am preserved, and kept to the
present day, viz: ‘‘ by the power of God, through faith, unto salva-
tion.” See, also, Psalm xei. 1—4. : '

His expressing himself thus, viz. ¢ Come, and hear, all ye that
fear God, and T will declare what he hath done for my so'ul,"'p]aing
‘bespeaks the delight he took in making known the goodness of God,
as he had experienced it ; “ therefore,” says he, in the verses follow-
ing the text, ‘¢ Verily; God hath heard me; he hath attended to the
voice of my prayer: he hath not turned away my prayer, nor his
merey from me.”  Now, when this is the case, the child of God is
sure to make known the comfort he is made to rejoice in; so that,
when the pardouing love of God is revealed teo a poor sinner’s heart,
instead ef his keeping that a secret, or hiding the effects of it from
the eye of believers, as being of no use to the Church of God, he is -

_rﬁady and willing to declare, and

£8 tell to sinners round,
~» What a dear Saviour he has found.”

Let us look at the promise made to them; viz. ¢ 1 will tell, or
declare what he hath done for-my soul ;”” which is an evideut proof -
he had done something for David’s soul, or he could not have to de-
clare it to others. | But, says he, £ will tell you ; and thus says the -
soul who is born again of God. :

I will declare the Spirit’s work on my soul; I will inform you, how
spiritual life was first communicated, Ephesians-ii. 1; and how the
same Almighty agent has, to this day, carried on his grace-work in
me; working in me both the will and the power, to perform the
work he has planned out for me;. and finish his own work, begun,
and cartied on by him, tosthe preise and glory of his own great
name, Philippians i. 6. David well knew, that God’s love and power
was equal to his goodness and mercy, and that his faithfulness was
not a whit behind the rest of his adorable attributes. See Psaln
xxiil. 6 ; xxxvi. T; x1. 10; Ixxxix. 1. S

I will also declare the power of conviction's work, and the slavish
fear, and dread of death, while under the law, as’ a covenant of
works: I will tell you, how thelaw gendered to bondage, and caused
me ‘¢ to¥ery out, and groan, being burdened ; and, although, at

~the present time, I delight in it after the inner man, yet I find ano-

ther law in my members, warring against the law of my mind ; so
that when I would do good evil is present with me.” ¢ But,” it
is said, ¢ this is Paul’s language, and not David’s” Well, ad-
mitting it is so, it still proves, that Christian experience was of

‘use to the Church of God, in Paul’s time, otherwise, he must be in

a great error ; as such, the deficiency lies with the Spirit. of God, .
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who taught the apostle his experience, But let us sec¢ if David will
not corroborate this testimony ; see Psalm cxix. 96. ¢ I have seen an
end of all perfection, but thy commandment is exceeding broad :
my sins are more in number than the hairs of my head ; they have
gone over my head as an heavy burden ; they dre too heavy for me; -
but,” says he, ¢ good and upright, is the, Lord, therefore will he.
teach sinners in the way.” See Psalm xxxviii. 2, 8, 4; xL. 123
xxv. 8. : '

I will declare; or tell unto you what he has done for my soul, in
point of deliverance from nature’s darkness, and the pit of corrup-
tion, wherein was no water of life.—And,

He brought me (through grace) up out of the horrible pit, or
filthy danger of corruption, carnal enmty, avd putrefaction.  *

_ ‘¢ He set my feet upon a rock;” 2. e. the feet of faith, on Christ,
the rock of eternal ages. e e

‘¢ He established my goings;” i. e. He wrought stability in his
heart and affections, and gave him a feeling sense of his interest in
the finished work of the Cross. Thus David, experiencing the love

_of God in his own soul, aves forward in declaring it to others;

therefore, says he, ¢ I will tell you what he has done for my soul,”
in times of darkness;-he hath made me to confess, that my mur-
murings, against him, has arose from the infirmity of the flesh, Psalm
Ixxvii. 10, “1 will tell you what he has done for my soul,” in point
of healing it from its wounded state : ‘¢ He healeth all thy diseases ;
he pardoneth all thy iniquities, Psalm ciii. 3. ¢ I will tell you what he
hath done for my soul,”” in point of delivering it from trouble,
and making me glorify his name, as the result thercof, Psalm i. 15,
¢ I will tell you what he hath done for my soul,” in point of restor-
ing me, when in a backsliding state. ¢ He restoreth my soul, he
leadeth me in the patbs of righteousness, for his name’s sake, Psalm
xxiii. 3. “° I will tell you what he bath done for my soul,” in refer-
ence to feedingit. ‘e maketh me tolie down in green pastures,
and he spreadeth or prepareth a table before me, in the presence of
mine enemics ; therefore shall imy soul be satisfied as with marrow and
fatness, and my mouth shall praise thee with jovful lips,” Psalm
xxiil. 5; Ixiii. 5. ¢“ I will tell you what he hath done for my soul,”

- in point of affliction ; for, * many are the afflictions of the righteous, -

bu¢ the Lord delivereth them out of them all—yea, it was good for
me that I was afflicted, for before I was afilicted I went astray, Psalm
xxxiv, 19 ; cxix. 67, 71. ¢ I will tell you what he has done for m:
soul,” in-point of deliverance from the fear of death; so that al-
¢ though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will
fear no evil, for thy rod, and thy staff comfort me.” Psalm xxiif. 4.
Another thing, JDavid had to talk about, was, that God bad cre-
ated in his soul a spiritual appetite ; ¢ Therefore,” says he, “ O
taste, and see that the Lord is gracious,” Psalm xxxiv. 8 ; and, hav-
ing tasted, himself, ‘of the gracious food, which nourished and
strengthened bis soul, he, experiencing its good effects, recommends
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the same thing to others, not considering it as useless to the Churchr
of God. . .

“ I will tell you how he clothed my soul,” and covered my naked-
ness, by a glorious robe being wrought out for me, and graciously
put upon me, as one who constitutes a part of the King’s daughter.
' Hence,says David, ¢ the King’s daughter isall glorious within,” viz.

through the work of grace in thesoul ; and ¢ she isall glorious with-
out, through the robe of evetlasting rightcousness being put upon
her.” Psalm xlv. 13, 14. _
¢ I will tell you of his grace-goodness towards me,” in not jm-
puting sin unto me, and giving me a blessed knowledge thereof to
my own soul, Psalm xxxit. 2; and applying the Lealing efficacy of
_ the Redeemer’s blood to my conscience, whereby pardon was sweetly
- brought home to my soul. Psalm ciii. 3. ] '
I will declare what a sweet evidence he has given me of his love.
and faithfulness, in his promise of eternal life, when time is no more;
for the Lord will ¢ give grace and glory, and no good thing will he
withhold from them that walk uprightly.” This promise brings
such sweet satisfaction to my soul, that T anticipate the morning of
my appearance hefore him in glory ! as also my appearance with
him, at his second coming. ¢ Asfor me, I shall behold his face in
righteousness : I shall be satisfied when I awake with thy likeness.””

G, August 21,1810, ' ELIEZER.

MORE OLD CORN OF THE GOOD LAND. BY A GLEANER.
My DEAR FRIEND,
THoucH we be parted upon earth, I hope we shall meet in heaven ;
though our work should not lie together in the Lord’s vineyard,
vet I hope we shall sup together with Christ, in the great hall;
_though we do ‘mot sojourn together, dyct I hope we shall dwell
togcﬁ]er to all eternity; if we should vever feast together, any
more upon the Word and sacraments, yet, I hope we shall eat that
bread, and drink that wine, which is for ever new in our Father’s
kingdom. Be of good comfort (sister),it is but yet a very little
while, and ¢ he that shall come, will come, and will not tarry.” We |
shall be welcome at home, however it fares with us in our journey.
Remember, the apostle Paul had no certain dwelling-place ; nay,
our blessed Saviour ¢ had not where to lay his head.”  "We may be
oured from vessel to vessel, and tossed to and fro upon this ocean ;
it will not be long, I hope, ere we be fixed in our harbour ; my
Kra.yers are, and shall be for thee, that God would dispose of thee to
is own glory and thy comfort. ¢ Let not thy heart be troubled ;
thou believest,” &e. I saw your mother, yesterday, and she was in
good health, as we are all here, blessed be the Lord. I should be-
glad to hear of your welfare: I rest, your friend in Christ,
-II. M‘
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My DEAR FRIEND IN 0UR DEAREST LoRD, -
THE Lord embrace youn, and your precious child, in the arms of
his everlasting covenant and sweet love. My dear friend, let us live
upon Christ ; all is in him. O! let us live at the fountain-head ; let
us ““ receive of his fulness grace for grace; for it hath pleased the
Father that in him all fulness should dwell” Where shall we have
light, quickening, strength, joy ?—To Christ we must go ; he is full
and free, and in him hath God the Father sealed us. My dear friend,
there is not a case in us, but there is an answerable cure in Jesus
Christ: O! let us love him with a most inflamed love, and serve
him with a most enlarged unwearied spirit in his own strength;
and let us look up to him, for grace to be prepared for him ; for be
is ready to be revealed. He will gather his friends, ‘and scatter his
enemies. ¢ Now let all knees bow to him, and all tongues confess
to him; for worthy is the Lamb that was slain, to receive power and
riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and bless-
dng. Amen. Hallelujali, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, now and ever,
Amen, and Amen.” . LM

*

+ Tp the Editor of the Gospel Magaxine.
; MOSES’S FLIGHT.
Sir, : # :

THe allusion of the apostle, Hebrews xi. 27, ¢ By faith he {Moses)

forsook Egypt,” has been mistaken, I presume, by the Querist,"
V. V. in your Number for July; and is not to be referred to the

flight of Meses from Egypt into the land of Midian, Exodusii. 14,155 .
but to that signal display of Divine power and faithfulness, his de- -
parture with, and as conductor of the children of Israel from Egypt,

recorded Exodus xii. 81—42 ; an event, of which important mention

is so repeatedly made, throughout the Divine Writings.

Of this, the circumstances attending his prior retirement from
‘Egypt into the Jand of Midian, were prefigurative, only ; as appears
by Acts vii, 20—40; particularly poting ver. 25.

August, 1810. - - X,

To the “Editor of the. Gospel Magazine,

DEear Sir, ; ¥ -

By inserting the few following lines in your Valuable Periodical
Work, you will greatly oblige, yours, with much esteem,
Ch—d, Essex, Sept. 8, 1810. AN IMPARTIAL READER.
A MISTAKE CORRECTED,

Yeour valuable correspondent, who subscribes himself Old Ruhamah
(inreply to a Question, proposed by me ina former Number of your
Magazine), says, 1 will cheerfully take up the subject inl a future
Number, if an Impartial Reader will inforin me in what part of the
Bible the text, & cited by him, is to be'found.” [ assure Old Ru-
hamah, he has made my task too bard, but, at the same time, would
beg leave to observe, that the quotation being made entirely by rote,
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my memory misgave me, and that the word ¢ before,” was not added, -
by me, with a view to alter the meaning or import of God’s most
Holy Word. The apostle Peter, when treating upon the same (grand
and glorious) subject of Eternal Redemption, says, ¢ Forasmuch
as ye know that ye were not redeems=d with cogruptible things, as
silver and gold, from your vain conversation, received by traﬁ?tion
from your fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a
' Lamb, without blemish, and without spot, who verily was fore-or-
dained, before the foundation of the world,” 1 Peteri. 18, 19, 20:
The reason suggested by Ruhamah, for not answering the Question, -
as cited by me, is perfectly satisfactory ; but I hope Rubamah will,
alter it to its proper shape, and then fulfil his promise ; and may the
Lord the Spirit grant him the assistance he needeth,

; _ POETRY. .
. DELIVERANCE FROM GUILT AND O yes, itis I, said the Lamb,
'RUIN, BY CHRIST. I bore all thy sins on the tree, ¥

And now | am come to explain,
The love that I bare unto thee.’

Reyoice, apd let Christ be thy song,
For he is thy all 4nd in all: :

He leads my soul safely along, Y He then took fast hold of my hand,
In spite of the world, sin, or thrall. And drew me with fove to his breast;
Though poor in myself, yet in him Said he, 1I'm thy loving husband, =
1’ve riches immense and divine : * And thou from thy labour shalt rest.
Nor can 1 be brought guilty in, He ravish’d my soul with a kiss,
For Jésus y Lord paid the fine. And then put upen me a rin%,

At which I was o’ercome with bliss,

Once I was énvelop’d in debt A T
My poor mind was bunden’d with sin:  And victory through Jesus did sing.

And strove hard to make marters straight, mp. I ¥ £
That I the Lord’s favour might win: f .1"1\? ; ]éalvﬁujza&?a&?‘?, t;!jd(‘g;' God,

But ah | my soul labonr’d in vain, Mo i :
: g vy ¥ guilt at once from me did fly,

And only tﬁ" debt did increase, My conscience was sprinkled wilyh blood.

Whiea '.mal'l}Ir inerensed myp pain, - This Chris: is the boast of my heart,

And fill'd me with shame and disgrace. All fullness is treasur’d in him,

1 look’d to the law for some help, - Nor will he from my soul depart,

And hop’d it some mercy would shew,  Nor let me be ruin’d by sin.
But O my soul trembled ‘and felt,
The law could but doom me to woe.
1 saw it too just 1o forgive,

Too holy at.sin to connive,

I never, no never, can die,
My life’s in Immanuel hid,
And when he descends from the sky,
Then speechless [ stood as if dead He'll come as my life from the dead.
Nér di(r:l) I expect a reprieve. ’ Then at hl’s right hand shall 1 be,

F ; ; ; -~ All raptur’d with glory divine,
But while I stood (rembling with fear;.  From sin, and corruption set free, |

The- Saviour of sinners came in § \ : ;
Who siiil’d, and said, be of goo’d cheer, jit Iiyeriall glony w;\shﬁf\.ZARENE
I surely will save thee from sin. s
I’m Jesus, the'first and the last, —

" "Thy debts have been charged on me,

: oN 5
The future, the present, the past, PN WRITINGS

And thou shalt for ever go free, (Toa Friead,. " *
Ah! Lord, cry’d my soul, is it thee, Twue poet, whose young muse aspires
Canst thou such 2 rebel embrace, To sing on Sior’s hill,” v

If debtors like me are set free, * ‘Should know that sacreq san{_r requirei'

Then freedom is wholly of grace. . No mean, pedantic skill,
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T sing of Jesus, and his love,
Demaads no vulgar lays,

*Tis what employs the saints above,
Andiangels hymn. the praise !

Whene'er the tuncful harp you take,
“And love the soul constrains,

To Jesus let the song awake,
o evangelic strains.

e trembling Stl’iﬁg‘] strilce fulland ¢lear s

_L'.‘t no mean notes be heard,
Rich elegance, that charms the ear,
Should always be prefer’d,
Tlhiroughout the whale of your design
_No discord should be found;
Simplicity and grandeur join
In one harmonious sound,
Let s00'reign grace exalt the Lord,
[Of ev’ry song the soul,]
Anc{ rich experience of his word
Give beauty to the whole.
For vrnamient, on faney’s wing
- Explore creation’s stores,
Thence shining pearlsand di'mondsbring,
And call sweet blooming fAow’rs,
"Tis when theé Spiris blows a gale
Tlll'a; sweet will be the sense,
n'vain we spread our litele sail
Without his influence. «
Bt when devotion warms the muse,
The song will be divine, i
Else cold will be the yords you chuse,
And languid ev’ry line. :
Now touch the gently-breathing flute}
Then blow the trumpet strong ;
Your metaphors to th’ subject suit,
Your numbers to the song.
Here the rough verse, like Sinai’s roar,
May thunder deep and lond,
When justice, arm’d with dreadful pow'r,
Proclaims th” avenging God. °

There soft and grand as Fordan's stream,

The cadences may flow,

When love and merey are the theme,
And God does pity shew,

“The Saviour’s serrows call'd to tell!
The notes should mournful roll,

Or like the floads and billews swell,

- That overflow’d his soul.

‘When with bright majesty the muse,.
Would deck heav'n’s. sov’reign King,
The rainbow’s glorious colours use,
Of saintg'and angels sing, ¢
If perfect beauty thou Would’st sketch,
_And Jesus’ image trace; !
Then roses, stavs, and lilies fetch,
And paint them in his face.
VYor, Y.—No. X,
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Let all thy noblest songs unite
Emmanuel’s praise to spread, =

Vhile thy muse takes her highest flizht

o plate it on his head. X

While with rich praises (21l teo poor!)
Thou do’st his temples crown §

Let not' thy pride reserve a flow's
With which ¢ adg_rn thy ewn,

A PILGRIM.

DOMESTIC, FOREIGN, anp LI-
TERARY INTELLIGENCE.

The Protestant Dissenters Almanack,
and Annupl Register, for 1811 isina
state of considerable forwardness, but the
Editors, anxious to be as correct as possi--
blé, will thankfully avail themselyes ‘of:
all communications that may reach them
by the 10th of the present month. &
. In the press, and §peedily will be pub-
lished in | yol. 8vo. Hints on Toleration: |
in five essays submitted to the R, Tlon.,
Lord Viscount Sidmouth and to the,
Dissenters. By Philagacharches, -the
desizn of this work is stated to be, to en-
quire into the principles upen which-an.

“enlightened religisus toleration should be
founded 3 and te shew the extent to
which the legislature should exert its
authority, over the ‘religious opiniens of
the people.. The work will contain,

_also,ian examination of the claims of the

. Roman Catholics and Protestant Dissen—
ters; and a cansiderable portion of the
work will be devated to the consideration, -
of the subject of Lord Sidmouth’s late
motion, viz. On licensing persons and
places for the performance of Divine
worship.

Another volume on capital punishs
ments, in addition tg one already publish-
ed, is in the press, and is expected toaps
pear early in the next season. . To this"

- volume, will be added, by way of appen-
dix, extracts relative to the subject of
prisons, &c. from the following :* Lian-
court’s Travels in America, Isaac Weld’s "
Travelsthrongh North America, Lowrie’s
‘Account of the Penal Laws of Pennsyl-
vania, Turnbull’s Visit tothe Philadelphia
Prisons, * iy :

A new edition of the works of Arch-
bishap Secker, 'in six octavo volumes,
is in forwardness at e press. e Al

The Rev. James Rudge, is preparing
for the press) Twenty-live Discourses on’
the Creed, delivered at thé church of
St. Ann, Limehouse, at the afternoon’

" lecture, fiit 2 g

3P
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Dr, Watkins is engaged in a History
of the Bible; or,a connected View  6f
the Sacred Records; with copious disser=
tations and notes, forming an entire com-
meéntary on the inspired volume, An
appendix will be subjoined, containing
memoirs of the apostolic age, chronologi-
cal tables of sacred and profane history,
&c. to form two quars velumes.

The researches commenced at Ostia
haye Been for some tme suspended.
Important discoveries might, neverthe-
less, be expected to be made there, if
théy were continued, as that town, for-
merly so spacious and opulent, was al-

“most entirely overwhelmed by a sudden
inundation of the Tyher, and ‘all the va-
luable objeets which it contained were by-
ried in the mud of the river. If it were
completely explared, it would be found

" to exhibit an appearance not less inter-
esting than Pompeji. People may still
wall along the tops of the houses, and
trace out whole streets by'Eol{owing the
direction of the roofs. They may de-

. scend "into some of these houses, which

have been cleared, and which are buiit
in the same’ style as those of Prompeji.

The only edifice that has been eptircly
disencumbered is the temple of Neptune,

sithated on an elevation ; that of Mercury,

in which the god 1s represented holding a
purse, is only in pare cleared. It was in

this ancient city that Fegan found, among
other monuments of antiquity, a 'fine

Venus, whichis in high preservation, and
disputes the palm of excellence with'the
Venus of the Capitol. It is at present in
England. Herds of buffaloes and wild

bulls still graze, as in former times, over
the roofs of Ostia, so that the place cannot
be ’;Fprcaéﬁed without great caation.

1

e French government, faithful to its.

lan of excluding colonial produce from
is territories, has lately published a
decree, by which the following premiums
_are offered : :

1. A premium of 100,000 francs to the
person who shall discover the means of
extracting frm:'n-any plant of casy cultiva-
tion, a secula, as a substitute for indigo,

20 that it may be cqual in point of ex=
pence and the stability ofits colour.

" 2. A hke sum shall also be adjudged
to the person who shall furnisha process
o’ fixing a vegetable colour upon wool~
Iens, cottons, linens, or silks, in the room
© that given by indigo, and on the same
<ondition as above, P00 e st
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3."50,000 Francs shall also be awird-

ed to the person who shall point out the

best means for mixing an{ indigenous’

substance with indige, or shall use it in
such a new manner asto diminish,by one
half, the general guantity used, byt so as
to produce the same elfect, of colour,
Also a premium of 25,000 francs on rhe
same terms as ahove, for an%r method of
diminishing the proportion of indigo used
to.one «uarter of the whole, [

4. A premium of 25,000 francs to the
person who shall dzscribe the most easy
and sure method of extracting from woad
(the isatic tinctoria of Linnzus), a co-
louring secula, to answer all tiie purposes
of indigo,in dying.

5. A premium of 100,000 francs for
rendering the secula of woad equal in
fineness to that of indigo, without dimin=
ishing its strength, |

6. A premium of 25,000 francs for
the most sure and easy process for dying
wooller and silk -with Prussian blue, so

as to retain a clearand unalterable colour, -

notwithstanding steeping and yashing in
waler, A : ke g

The following decree for the establish-
ment of Schools of Marine appeared :
dated from the Palace of Fontainebleau,
September 27, ' ;

“ We, Napoleon, Emperor of the
French, King of Italy, Protector of the
Confederation of the Rhing, Mediator of
the Swiss  Confederation; &e. 8¢, have
decreed and do decree as follows = .

¢ Art, 1. There shall be formed. in

each of our Ports of Brestand Toulon,

a special School of Marine: i

.9, These schools shallbe under the
orders of the Maritime Prefects,

“ 3. No one shall be admitted to
these schools but by a decree ; .he must
not ‘be under the age of 13, nor above
15, of a good constitution, and without
bodily deformity. SR

4, The number of pupils at_each
port is fixed at 3005 and each shallipay
anannual pension of 800 francs,”

l:Harc tollow a great many other re=
gu

ations with regard to dress, nature,

and mode of instruction, &¢.J . | -
The folléwing. decree respecting do-
mestic servants was issued at; Fontaine-
bleau the beginning of this month. In
no country that we have ever heard of,
has that class of persons been subjected
tosuch severe and oppressive regulations.
Under the guise of a measure of police,

&
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this new regulation is, in fact, one of the
most horriblé and comprehensive systems
of espronrage that ‘suspicions tyranny
ever devised,

1. Within' the month following the
promulgation of the present decree, all

+ widividuals, of both sexes, who at pressnt

are, or who wish to be ehgaged in service
by the year, month, or even day, as do-
mestics, under whatever donomination,
in our good city of Paris, shall be inscrib-
ed in %{vgislcrs, which shall be pointed
out by the prefect of police, either upon
their own declarations or upon the siate-
ments and verifications which the Com-
missaries of Police shall be bouad to make,
‘under the penalty of an imprisonment;
not exceeding 3 months nor less than 8
days. There shall be delivered to each
individual thus inscribed,; a card bearing
his christian and surname, place of birth,
his employment, his description, whether
married ornor, and also painting out the
master whom he serves.—2. Those who
serve ‘as ‘temporary domestics, by the
monfh or day, besides declaring their
domicile to the Prefecture of Police, shall
be obliged to produce ‘the master of a
furnished hotel, ‘or some other house-
keeper, who may be answerable for them
‘under’ the' penalty contained in the 7th
Article.—3," No one is permitted to re-
ceive or take into his'service any domestic
not provided ‘with 2 card of inscription ;
the said card shall remain in the hands of
the ‘master.—4. He whom a domestic
léavesshall address the card of inseription
to the Prefecture of Police, having fivst
inserted the day of departure. The do-
mestic shall be bound to repair to the

 Prefecture within forty-eighr hours, and

‘make declaration whether* lie means to
continue to serve, or take up some other
employment, under 'the penalty of an
imprisonment, ‘which ' shall not” exceed
four days, nor be less than twenty-four
hours, "T'he card shall be restored to
him, signed according to his declaration ;
and 'if'the master has neglected to send
it; the office of the Prefecture shall re-
quire him to send it, or shall give a new
one.—5. Noone shall take a domestic
into his service, unless the card of inscri p-
tion presented to him has been signed at
the Prefecrure of police.—6. Domestics
are forbidden to hire any chambers or
closets without ‘the knowledge of their
masters, ‘and unless they have given no-
tice of the same to the ' .Comumissary of
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Police, of the division where the said
chambers or closets are situated, ung_'_nlzr
the penalty of an imprisonment which
shall not exceed three months nor be less
than eighr days. Proprietors or lpri_pcip‘gl.
tenants ate also prohibited from leuing or
sub-letting to them any chamier or closet,
without having made declaration of the
same to the Commissary of Police, under
the penalty -of a fine, which shall not
exceed 100 francs, nor be less than 20.—
7. Every domestic out of place for more
than a month, and who cannot give a
satisfactory account of his means of sub-
sistence, shall be obliged to depart from
olr good city of Paris, if he is not autho-
rised to reside there, under pain of being
avrested and punished as a vagahond.—
8, There shall always be at the office
established by the Prefecture of Pol ce,
an officer of police, charged (o receive
évery complaint of domestic thefty to

‘order pursuit without delay, and to take

all measures necessary for discovering:
the perpetratars.—9. The obligation of
getting themselves inscribed, and of re-
ceiving a card, is'not applicable to do~
mestics serving the same master for the
last' five years, except at the time when
they shall leave him.—10. The obliga-
tion imposed upon masters by the pre~
sent dectee, shall be executed by the
house stewards, where there are any.—
11. The penalties contained in the pre=
sent ‘decree, shall be prescribed for six
months, where the domestic who has in-
curred them, had got into the service of
a new master.—12, Our Grand Judge,
Minister of Justice, and our Minister of
General Police, are charged with the
execution of the present decree, which
shiall 'be inserted in the Bulletin of the
Law. .

M. Leon Lardiere, surgeon of the
first class of, marine at Roscop, attests,

that in attending seamen wounded in en-

gagements with the [Lnglishi, he has
extracted a number of jagged bullets,
(balles mdchées). Itis now ayear since
he first perceived the employment of
these ‘hullets by our enemies,” He has
ascertained the same fact in the ost au-
thentic manner, in consequence of two.
successive combats sustained in the most
brilliant manner, on the 29th of August,
by Caprain Ballidard, against an English
cuiter and lugger, 'The brave Captain,
at the close of these two actions, entered
Rotcop ; and having landed six Wounded
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seamen, among a number of balls ex-
tracted from these there were found three
made jagged, with a <are which proved
a ferouious intention of doing injury, by
adding tothe ordinary and avowed means

-of desiruction employed in war.

M. Leoy Lardiere speaks with the

svarmth of ‘2 man of honour against this
barbarous process, which civilization re-
Fmba:es, and which doubtless the Eng-
ish government would iwself disavow
and. repress, if such facts came to its
knowledgd, . Wounds occasioned by
these jagged bullets are yith reasen con-
Si_d\!‘_rt't_l as more dangerous than others,
in consequence- of the increased and
more inflummatory la: exation occasicned
by the asperitics made in such bullets,

A remedy for the gout, invented by
M. Pradier, who has hitherto képt its
composition secret, has engaged a con-
siderable .share. of public attention in
France.. It consists of a linseed-meal
poultice, very thick-and very hot, on the
surface of which he pours a liquid of a
yellow colour, and having the, smell of
spirits mixed with that of safiron: ‘with
tlus pouliice M. Pradier covers, toa con-
siderable extent, the, members to which
it is applied, . 'These are commonly the
legs, be the part affected what it will.
The liquid coniains no substance which,
from its nature, can possibly produce a

A\

crease in the activity of all the functions,
M. Pradier bws offered to sell the secret
of this remedy to goyernment, svhich has
appomnted a commitiee of the faculty of
medicing’ at Paris to examine and report
upon'it, | ; g

One of the French journals has pub-
lished the following method of employing
the horse: chesnut instead of soap: when
it is ripe and drops from the Lree, strip
off the brown husk, and pound the fruit
in"a large mortar. Apply, the farina
thus obtained to the soiled parts of the
linén, and wash it.  The dirt will disap-
pear, and rore readily than by mcans:of
soap. Thic experience. of several mis-
tresses of families who have tried, this
process, confirms ts efficacy.

*._ A new way of keeping green peas and

French beansis given in Sonnin?s Bib-
liotheque ﬁ{.’_;-:i;‘ﬂ-é’a‘axamr'?z_t:. Il.ltc a mid-
dling-sized stewpan' filled sith young
green peas, put two or three table-spogn-
fuls of ‘sugar, and sct the panover a br;s_k
charcoal fire, As soon as the peas begin,
to feel the heat, stir them twice or three
times 5 and ‘when they begin to ield
water, pour them out into a dish to
drain.  When drained, spread them oug
on papeér in an airy room, cut of the sun,

“and turn them frequently,:that they may, -

dry the'sponer, 1t is necessary fo}' their:
keeping that they should not retain any

pernicions effect, nor any epium. lis “moisture, otherwise they wil soon grow

eencral effects are of four different kinds.
1t moistens and softens the skin, and even
produces wrinkles in that which.covers
the soles of the feet and the palms of the
hands, but without doing the least injury
to its texture. lt  retains its natural
colour, and the epidermis remains en-
tire. Seccondly, it proyokes a: humid,
whitish exndation, more or less alitm-

. dant, which partly adheres to the surtace

of the skin, and partly 10 thdt of the
poultice when removed.. Thirdly, it oe-
casions a .pain resembling the sensation
of burning heat, which is particularly
felt in the sole of the foot and n the heel;
Js unatiended with rednéess or inflamma-
tion, and though sometimes slight, is often
so yiolent as to becomne insupportable,
Lastly, it inducesa weakness and emaci-
“ation of the legs, in consequence of re-
Be_aiq;[ 4 p_p_!ica_tion_s and abundant exuda-
tion'; an extraordinary tenderness of the
solg of the foot, which makes it painful.ta’
walk ;" and-in some  persons, agitatimn,,

restlessness, and at times a general in-

monldy.  Frenchbeans may be managed
in the same way, and will thus Keep ull
the next season, as well favourcd as
when Brstpathered. :

Liberty of the P;'f_;s:,—.SChﬁﬂ‘hé\NF; '

August 22nd. T he Canton of Berne hay |
pti.bglish'(::d ‘a.pew law respecting the cens
sorship of eeks, which. has occasioned a-
great “sénsation +in. Switzerland, The,
different brasches. of ‘printing and book-
sclling are enly to be carmed on, by
licenssd persons, whose licences zre 1o
be annuallyrenewed.  No writing !J{_JU]_\'.
or periedical work, is-to be sold, without
the authority ot the vommission of f:_eq,a
sorship 3 and no works are to be p_nnwc_[
in the Canton which have not been first
approyed of by the same authority.
Liberty of the Pressin Spain.—1In the
sitting of the Cortes on the 2ith of Septi
Arguelles said, that, witheut the intens
tson of bringing the subject completely
mnder- discussion, he could noty do less
than call their attention towards an ob=-
ject of ihe greatest, importance; and

: - { %
/ * THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE. :



|

% THE GOSPEL

which' he looked upon as a'necessary’
preliminary to thie salvation of rhe coun-
try ;. he meant ‘the Polifical Liberty of
the! Presy,  Zorraquin' and Perez e
Castre supported the motion. = A Cleri-
cal deputy manifested some.opposition.
Torbers, another ecclesiastic, ascended
the tribune, and in a very animated man-~
ner, pointed out the evils which had been
alréady experienced from rthe want of the
Liberty of the Press, and the benefirs
which swodld result to us from ifs politj-
cal freedom.  Mle said thac it was neces-
sary that the Cortes slioukd proceed in the
oppasite course from that which the Cen~
tral Junta had® taken,: substituting for
the criminal silence and mysterious c6n-
duct of that governmenr, the publicity of
their .ittings, and - the liberty of writing
lz?en political subjecrs, - The prohibition
of that freedom had discredited the Cen-
tral Junta from the firse moment of its

ingtitution. ' The public, he observed,.

had a'right, and if was éven their duty
0 Interest themselyes in the conduct of
théir representatives, and to warn them
of the errors’ which they might notice in
their Iproceedings ; and which warning
could only be given through the medium
of the ‘FPress. It wwas - always ﬁecéssa:y
o consult public opinion, whose echn was
she. press. The want of the. Lilierty of
the Press, was, at this present moment,
an impediment in_ the: labours - of * the
Commnittee which the Cortes had ‘ap-
pomted-to copsider certain questions re:
lative to the angust duties, of the kxeen-
tive Power. ] Bsdiietel

< Almost all the -menibéh-'srm‘_.‘:_'ql- for the’

motion, and a com miite,c..\q;g, appointed
of cight members, among “wiiom

Arguelles, Perez de’ Castro,
and Hermida, £

' The proposals of the Cardé Life Tns

surdnce Compiany for the ensuing year
are now in the course of distribution,
1o one of our former numbers we yen-
tured .‘to'pre'dict', that. this+ iustiturion
wonld prove of the greatost importance
totthe apricultural interest, and we are
now warranced to assert, that the public
has “alfeady derived extensive benefic
from iti T secure the property of the
tenant, and the rent of the landlord, &
of no small consequence tq sogiety, and
theso objects are both accomplished by
means of this rising company. :

Buthlem ‘Hospital, which was erected
almost'immediately afier the fire of Lone
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dou, upon an insecure foundation, and’
‘constructed in haste, as well asin a great
.degree with unseasoned ‘materials, has
Jong been in so decayed and dangerous
4 state, as to renderitat 1cn_gth necessary
to pull down a econsiderable part of it,
and to limiit, in consequence, the numbr;‘_l‘
of patients—The remaining part of. the
building is also hastening fastto decay.

u

To meet this exigency, application was.
made to parliament in the last session,
for aa act to enable the governors to ex-
change, with the city* of  London, " the!
present contracted site of thre hospital, for
a ' picce of ground, cumamin'a nearly'
twelve acres, situated in Saint George’s
Iields ; -on which spot, the unhappy subs
jects of mental derangment will, in addi-.
tibn, to their former: advantapes, possess
such superior requisites of air and exer-
cise, as they havenever yetenjoyed, which |
are not only likely o add in a ‘considera-
ble degree to their comfort, but alsoite
accelerate their cure: The' governors,
in srder to avail themselves of the su-
perior light:which has been throtvn upon
the study of architecture within the last
centiiry, have-advertised for plans for the
new bi.lifdings, and.offered premiums nf_
200L for the best, 1001, for the sccond,
and 501, fer. the third best; designs, in
the full confidence of being adequately
assisted in- their anxious desires to erect
an, hospital, which may 'be at once a
monainent of a benevolent and enlight=
ened age, and an hononr to a great and
distinguished nauon. . The 'present “in<
tention’ of the igavernors is to drect a
building: capable of containing four hun=
dred paticnts, but not to conline them-
selviis: even to thut enlarged number, if
theyshall-be enabled, by the liberaliry of
the public, 10 proce¢d farther in their
design.,” The funds| applicable to the
purposes of a mew building, amount,
hosvever, at this time, to lictle more than
2750001, wiiile the cost of a new hospital,
upon the: scale ‘propesed, can' hardly be
estimated at a smaller suin than 100,000,
To effect, therefore, so desirable a pur~
pose as/that in' view, it will:be obvious,
that nathing short of o liberal “subscrip=
tion: ‘on. the 'part/of the public at large
can suffice, « Sibseriptions aré'received
by R, Clark, Esq, chamberlain of Lon~-
don (treasurer of Betlilem, Hospital),
Br]dgd‘?rr(-et Black  Friars, and at the. .
principal banking houses: ' 1

Coinage in  England ~~The following

{
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i a statement of the Gold and Silver
"coined in England during ‘every reizn
from the Restoration, to the25th.of March

. 1810, extracted from authentic docu-
ments :

Byf-‘.harfés ik im ' miim = 467,524,105
By James I1, - -~ - - 27757,637
- = = .2,601,626

By Amne -~ - -
By Georgel, | -~ - - - 8,725,921
By.Geu.If.Gol.d 11,662,216l A
i Silver  304.360L 11,966,576
‘The great re-coinage of Gold
between 23dAagust 1773,and
o theend of 1777, amounied to ,
20,447,002l; From the com-
mencement of Geo, [11.to Au-
gusr 1773, there were coined
about 10,000,000l —~making
By George 111 before 31 Dec.
1780, Gold 30,457,805], 5
. Bilver7,126).:[30,464,931 &
- From 1780 to the end of
. 1802, Gold 33,310,832l ;
: ‘Siiverbﬁ,d-'fsl.:[38.367,3(’&;3-]
e -.—Fr‘em 1802 t0.25 March, .
1 1810% Gold 2,445,253 :— 66,277,4
Total Gold and Silver coinage
. since the Restoration - - 99,923,354
. Bank dollars (amounting tomany mil-
< lions) duly stamped, and issued by au-
thority, are notincluded. The last silyer
.coinage wds in 1802,
Britisk . Silver- Coinage.—No silver
- monies haye been coined at his Majesty’s
mint since the year 1797, excepting some
small silver groats, twopenees, three-
pences, and pence, cained for the use of
ing’s Maundy monies or Easter bounty;
which, on an ayerage may amount to
about 100k per annum. . G

. Rise in) Walue of Lands.—The citi<

zens of London contemplate with aston-
ishment the streeis after streets, which
for miles together, around 1he outskirts
of the metropolis, spring up, almost like
Jonal’s gourd, in so short a space of time,
that the anterval seems to have been that
of a night only. We hear of contracts
tor so many as two thousand houses ta be
built, here ;—a season sees them grow,
as it were, from the foundation to the
ground floor; and at length to the roof ;
m=they are icovered in; and presently
‘anather contract i3 announced for rwe
. #housand more. This is a fact; and a

‘ new city. stagting, up between, Russel

. /$quare and the villages north of jt, will
justify the assertion, To this should he
added an gstimate of the divellings ngw
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m progressin Tslingten, Hackney, Poplar,
B_Igclt%vall, _G.ree.-x%wich, and Woolw%ch;
—also in Camberwell, Walworth, Clap-
ham, Kenningson, &c. &c.— How
are we ruined "’ Neyertheless, London
only is not in this enlarging state : Edin-
burgh is spreading on all sides; Man-
chester, Birmingham, and other of our

manufacturing tdwns, are become cities '

in magnitude and importance. Who
supports the expences? Where do these
undertakings find . speculators 2 where
do these speculators find money >—What
will be the nimber of houses built during
the fifty years reign (complete) of his
Majesty? and what is the ratio of =
crease between the last year of his reign

- aad the firs:2 What proportion of im»

ortance is this progress justly entided to,
i eéstimating the J_%iicil.i'es of a reign of
more than usual duration, and the honour
with which the sovereign has discharged
his obligations to promote the welfare of
his. people.—The following information
communicated by Mr. Hutton in his
¢ Trip to Coatham,” describes the in-
creased value of lands at Leeds, a town
of great wealth, and the seat of a yalua-
ble branch of our weollen manufacture,
What proportion does it bear to the en-
creaszd value of building ground, in other
places? Mr. H. observes, that the prose
perity of a place may, in some measure,
be ascertained by the value of land in its
vicinity. A gentleman who resides at
Hounslet, the village adjoining to Leeds,
at various times,_gurchased twentys two
acres of land, now in a ring fence, which,
on the average, cost him three hundred
pounds per acre.. On the back part of
this land he had erected hishouse, works,

&c. Were he inclined, he could di:ipnse ;

of the front land at a thousand pounds an
aere. Another gentleman, recently agreed
for the purchase of a small piece of land,
at a most extravagant price ; but, as he
could not make one bargain tvithout
making two, he applied to the Lord of
the Manor for permission to use a'small
brook which ran by the side of the in-
tended purchase, and of which the Lord
madenouse, He Lad offered a thousand
Zoundsy—which the Lord was then i
doubt whether he should accept. Water
seems as dear as land.

National Improvemenis—Lhe three
existing bridges over the Thames, at
London present already a feature that

no other capital offers, "Acts of Parlias

1 !'
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ment have been passed for the erection  mous mass of rock which' rolled down.-
of two more, and notice is given of The Princess had her leég broken,
application for another, which® will, if one of her attendants was Killed.
agreed to, make no less than sz bridges AR Il s TR LA

in the metropafis, over the metcopolitan OBITUARY

river ; besides, various applications’ @re “ e
to be made 1o add to the present num- At Nuples, the Right Rey. Dr. Luke
ber of dotks and canals+ so'that, speak= Congannen, of the Order of St. Do-
iog hyperbolically, ene’ might agmﬁsr minick; Bishop of New-York. - He had
say, that the land s to be inundated and resided’ ar Rome more thin 40 vears,
the river covered.  And all ‘these great was oné of the six Docrors of the

7 works, none of them unworthy of the Casanate Collgue in that city, and. géne-
proudest times of Roman greamness, to ral Avent of the 1rish Catholic Bishops
say the least, equal in utility, if not in and Clergy. O his aprival ac Naples,

' pomp, are the undertakings of individual With a passport from the present Rofman
subscriptions, growing out of the crowing, Government to proceed to his Bishoprig
wants of communication and facility for he was declare-.lJ a prisoner of war, an
encreased trade and commerce, and died after three days’ illness. R
gugmented populaiion. None of these At Lee, Kent, tged 74, Sir Francis
are the works of ‘zovernment, paid for Baring, bart. one of the Dircctors of the -
from the national purse, either with the East India Company, add formerly M. P,
false. view of forcing trade, or of shed- for Taunton, He iwas of a Devonshire’
ing lustre on areigh, The same re- family ; came to' London early in life,
.mark is applicable, with very few ex- and studied mercantile affairs, if we mjs-
ceptions, indeed, to the Road, and Canal, take not, in the'house of Boehm, " His
and Dock, and Pier Bills, which have, talents were of 2 very stiperior cast, and
in such muldplicity, passed of late years; highly improved by reading.  Few ment
ahd of which the number applied for understood the real intcrests of trade
eAcreases in an astonishing degree. If better; and it may surely be added, few.
a yearly statement of these matters were men éver arrived at the highest rank and
mdde in this country at the eénd or the “honour of commerecial life with more un-
beginhing of a parliamentary Session, sullied integrity. At his death, he wab
how' trifling would the details’ of the unquestionably the first merchant in Et~
French Ewxposés ‘appear, in which such rope; first in knowledge and talents, .
subjects are so pompously detailed. If and first in-character and opulence.. His"
to them v:e were to add the number and name was known and respected in every
variety of discoverics and improvements, commercial quarter of the globe;: and by
the new institutions of charity schools, of the Kast India Company, and other pub-
modes of public éducation, of systems o~ lic trading bedies, he was consulted 'as a
relicf for age, and poverty, and accidert, man’ of consummate knowledge and in-
and discase, (all of which come into the 'flexible “honour, . Throughout his long
report’ of the French Home Minister), and respectable life, he acted on those
how much superior would this nation ap- “stéady priciples which seldom fail to

" pear, in all that displays a nation’s worth raise men to opulénte and credit, although.
and ‘greamess ! All this may consist ey may not always enable them to
with the state of a falling country ; but shine with such superior lustre, One
it goes hard with one’s conviction, in spite’ obstriction Sir Francis Baring had: to
of acknowledged imperfections, to dis- contend with from his earliest days—an
cover in such things as these the ‘mere incurable deafness. By the usual helps
humiours of a corrupt habit, or the vem- however, he contrived  that ' this shonlci,
nant only of those splendid energies that very litile impede his communications 3
_sometimes dccompany the decaﬁem:y of and both in Parliament, and as chairman
. agreat state, ' " of the East India Company, his:opiion

i ;jﬁé Duchess of ‘Anholt 'Bernbotirg, was so highly valued that every pains
- formerly Princess of Hesse, while view= wastaken to prevent the subjectin debate

" ing the valley of Chamouny, 'near- Laus=' froin suffering by his infirmity:  Hispria

_anne, last month, had nearly beenburied vate, s well as’ public lifé, i{fgiihf\l?liy

with several other persons under an enor< ‘delineated, would form a: most ingtructive



lesson particularly necessary at a. time
when so many seem to forpet or despise
the genuine attributes of an [English mer.

ant, and aspire dt sudden and unsub-
stantial wealth and credif, by the paliry
specolations  of mere fraud amf low
cunning.  On the contrary, the soundest
principles and truest policy laid the foun-
afation of Siv Francis Ear'm ¢sfortunc and
character,and guided himin all histrans-
actions. In future annals, he will rank
with the illustrious pames of Gresham,
Pirmin, and. Barhard, men who have
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~ Iesson’ to. the ‘hercantile; world 5 and a

to.adorn either state.  Awreeable in per-:
son, amiable ia disposition, independent

in' fortune; this worthy woman. made ity

apparently, the sole aim of her existence!
te be doing gosd to the poor, the sick,

the helpless, ansl the mentally distressed.

Numerous, indeed, are the instances,

discovered since her decease, of Mrs, As
. considerate and liberal beneficéncedo ob-

jects of -variously pitiable conditions, to .

the inpocent and unfortunate ; ayé, and
ta the guilty and repentant.  Our pag
shall never be made the vehicle of base,
reproach to any wretched being 5 but,

» formed, the English character; and to were weso inclined, we are enabled to

whom English commerce is indebted for
ifs saperiority,—IHe was physically ex-
hausted 3 but his mind remained unsub-
dued by age or infirmity to the last
breath,  Tlis bed was sirrounded by
#ige out of ten, the number of his sons

and daughrers; all of whom he assisted scrupulosity of her sex; and, thoughall

to_establish in splendid independence.
Three of his sons carry on the commer-
eizl house; and the other two are re~
turned from India with fortunes. To his
five daughters, who are all marricd, he

ave most liberal dowries; and, m addi-
tion to.all this, it is supposed he has_left
frechold egrates to the amount of half a
mithion. He was the personal holder, it
1s said, of upwards of two millicas of the
firse Omnium.  Such has been the result
of the honourable lifeof this English mer-
«chant! Theremainsof Sit Francis were
deposited on the 20th, in the family vault

state a recent remarktable proof of Nurs,
Abbott’s charity towards a porson of the
latter 'descriprion, that entitles /the. ofed.

lady’s memory to most unquatitied and-

enthusiastic vencration.  Here, her soul
generously Tose above ‘the pardonable:

delicacy and purity herself, this exeellent
lady undertook to reclaim 2 frail young
woman from error, suceceded in the dif=
ficult task, took her to her own home,
and, finally, just defore her own death,
rgstored the lamb that was lost, to her
reconciled and rejoicing family. On a
topic thus pecaliarly tender and affecting,
.our ‘respeet for the living compels us to
narrate no more; bat our duty tosociety
.t lavge, and onr sincere regard for the:
character of the dead, ivould nat permis:
us conscientiously to say less,” The de-
parted should s,_erve,céﬁer as warnings or.

in Micheldever church, near Stratton as examples: be this ourcandid apology

Elarj; 3 on which occasion, the whole of to those whom it ‘may be thought and , .

s tenantry had mourping given them.
Mrs. Catharine Abbott, spinster,  In

“the swect calm, in the constant and gentle

wnifarmity of this @ood lady’s life, com-
mon minds might perhaps perceive little
ta attract their' notice, and 'still less to
excite their approbation and applause ;
for her wishes were few, her pursuits
werghumble and anobtrusive, the “ nojse~
less tenour of her way” was kept in.a
‘straight but private path ot Christian
wirtue, and the circle of her very respec-
rable acquaintance was studiously limited.
Mre. A wemained sitigle through choice,
as we are given to understand : she had
many ‘matrimonial offers made  her;
avhether her determination was the result

of disappointed affection’or not, we stcop

(respected by

‘allowed to concerns ' Mrs, A, was, when
alive, a glorious pattern to single ladies
of unassuming\.’gobdness and active bene-

‘volence ; she is gone ! butlet us cheer '

ourselves with the hape, that (by means |
even of this very imperfect tribute 1o

 her virtues) to many a modest, many.

‘2 well-disposed female ' in

OANOYE ETI AAAET,
At Tunbridge Wells, C. I, F. Fansen,

lieutenant in the 2d light battalion of the

private life, .

King’s German Legion, married to Ma~'
 rianne, youngest daughter of R.Cumber-
“land, Esq. m whose house he died, and,

who attended him to the grave,
My. J. Hall, of Chéapside, very mich

his integrify. -

nat to enqyire.  She was _\_\;ell calculated

20 ,

all who knew him, foy,



