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G LETTER DO &LADY "y M it D

. DEAR Mapam, opyi VI gt i a3

. OUR unexpected, but not nnwelcome letter, came safely to,
hand ; not, however, till dight diys after it was written. ' I read
it with a mixture of pleasure and surprise; and, after laying your
case before your Lord and mine, and asking assistance of that all-
wise and powerful Spirit, Who condeseends to teach the ignoraut,
and help fhe infirmities of the weak, I'sit down toanswer it.

I was once, as you aienow, a member of a society of ‘Armi-
nians, with. whom I walked in loye for some time. But, as it
pleased the Lord, the Spirit of truth, whose office, and whese plea-
sure it is, to guide the bewildered wind into all truth, gradually to
ppen my understanding, and enlighten my mental eyes, to shew
me niore of myself, ang to muke me feel more sensible of my, deep
and awful depravity, I was convinced of my great jmbecility, -
and total insufficiency, not only to save myself, indepeddent of
Chirist, but to perform those conditions, which my teachers assured
me I must. perform—punctually and po::St;inﬂy‘ perform, in order
to obtain and preserve an interest in the Redeemer, and the bener
fits of- his life and sufferings, and to procure 2 title to eternal lifes
The things which I heard with my ears, and those avhich I felt in
niy bosom, werei alwgys at war. . In the midst of thig conflict, my
poor 'SOl:‘}”'“"(L'S‘: 1ke an ,_-illfil!lt’s, seized by sangui;;ary n]ﬂ']'ané_’
cruclly lacerated, and wantonly tossed from sword to sword, just *
ready to ‘expire through fear and wounds, I fled from my fright-

ful selt; to. scek for shelter and relief in Sermous; the Sermons
which I" attended. threw me back upon myself, to receive fresh
and deeper wounds: again I -had recourse to Sermons. for peace
and health, pleading my entire helplessness, and utter inability to
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fulfil the conditions which they enjoiried; still they insisted, and -
© again threw me, with redoubled violence, back upon myself, ta
..seek for peace, and: rest' in my own  performances, upon the.
points of my ipnate corruptions:  In the midst of these tossing tos
and fro, my agitated, anguished. mind, came’ at length to this cons
“clusiony If what these men say is true, T am lost—Ilost for ever:
there is, ‘there can bey no salvation for me! Ileft them. They,
-sought-me, they.pitied, they entreated, they blamed me. T was
unstable and deluded; 1n short, I was fallen from Grace; and my -
class-leader very candidly and politely ‘ealled me a serpent, But
noue of these things moved me; [ was determined to sedk food and
health for mv. famishing and fainting soul elsewhere. [I'sought
and found. My Bible, the mest excellent of books, was my cou-
panion; my counsellor, and my guide. T read it by day.and b
- night,-on my bed, at my meals, in my walks, at home and abmac[y:
1 beard other preachers: I heard -a'joyful sound—Salvation: not
to be determined by my depraved capricious will; but originating
~in the sovercign: and immutable will of my 'Creator; not to be
‘eontrived by my poor pyrblind reason, but planned by the all-
perfect ftvisdom of the Most High: not to be'effected by my
withered, enfeebled; broken arm, but begun, carried on, and
¢ompleted, by the Ommnipotent Immanuel; not to be purchased by
my works, all ‘contaminated, ror by the works of any man, but
given—given freely'as the air we breathe is given; not to. cons
tinne'mine ounly while I'was faithful to grace, and conducted my-
self with ‘dédorum; ‘or in a manner worthy of the boundless favour,
but mine, notwithstanding all my prodigious unworthindss, mine,
by the absolute, irrevocable grant of heaven, for ever and ever,
These joyful tidings were to my sin-sick, fainting soul, as a voice
*from heaven, as' the yoice'of God. 'The'men who brought them to
.y ears, were to me dy‘angels dispatched from the celestial throne,
+ with full commission to proclaim an everlasting Jubilee to me, and
toothers in'the same sfate: ‘their tongues were as the choicet silver,
theit voices as the sweetest music, and their words like apples of
gold. I listened ‘with ardof, hanging on the }ips of my’ generous
ivstractors, whilé their doctrine dropped as the rain, and their
gpeech distilled 28 the dew, upon my thirsty sotll. The truths -
‘which 1 heard, ¢ame, not in word only, bat also in power, and in
the Holy Ghost, and in much asstrance. My prejuglices agalnst
.those ‘sentiments, which had often been held up to me by those of
my late ‘connection ‘as errohieous, as dangereus, as licentious, and -
Hlasphemons, bowed and 211 down ; theéy sunk ‘as’a ‘mill-stone in:
gl ovean, to rise nomore; and those very doctrines which had -
been, with nio small degree of adioitness, painted before mie, in
colours” the most fright?ul, and figures the most terrific, I now
saw ' to be the glory of ‘the Bible, and the béauty of Christianity ;
they were; and still are, ito me, the power of God unte salvation.
. Wil my 'whole ‘heart I ‘believed *t]r}cfn" to be the truth of the
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glorious Gospel of the blessed God ; the truth as it is in Jesus. I
found them to be richly salubrious, and pre-eminently sanctifying
in their nature, and; in their tendency, supremely honouring to
each gloridus person, and every, attribute, of Deity. I saw the
transcendent beauty of the incarnate: God, mfl opﬁr_,'tny all-suf-
_ ining ‘in the ‘Re-
deemer’s face, and felt the vital energy of the Holy Ghost. My
heart melted beneath the tender—the. irresistibly tender impres- .
siens of Divine, electing love: my.soul wondered, rejoiced, and
adored. Theu said I, ¢“ O Lord, I will praise thee; though thou
wast angry with me thine anger is turned dway, and thou com-
fortest me. Behold, God—(theincarnate Ged,) is my salvation; I

¢

-witl trust, and not ke afraid; for the Lord Jehovah is my strength,

and ‘my song; he'is also become my salvation.” Then with joy T ~
drew water—healing, purifying, consoling, fructifying, water, out
of the deep, the everflowing wells of salvation:—God the Father,
God the Son, and the Holy Ghost, their eternal immutable counsel”
and covenant, and their g[":ario’m works of grace, formed and per-
formed, for the sclvation of the church of the first-born, whose
names are written in heaven.  The pure waters which I then
drank from these mysterious, unfathomable, eternal springs, quita
spoiled my taste for the foul streams of both: false doctrine and .
immerality, of which 1 had drank wvery freely, and palled m
appetite for every kind of worldly company, and fashionable,
amusement ; and, to the honour of free Almighty Grace I speak it,

my former Zzest for them has never returned: my langnage to the

things which had been my dearest delights, then was, and still ig—
Fly, for I hate you all, e ' 5
In my new school, ‘Madam, old indeed in itself, but to me new,

~ I learned, 1st. That there is a vast difference between a profession’

of religion, and the possession of ‘it, and between external moral
decency, and interpal wvital godliness. 2nd. That alarms of con--
science, and fears of hell, often impel people, and especially
young. people; to reform their lives, and impose upon themselves -
the most severe restraints, and carry them on for a long ‘season,

‘and great way, in a profession of religion, causing them to wee

and pray, even while the love of sin is very great and powerful, and-
is only waiting for a' favourable opportunity, when conscience is
lessuneasy, and fears of eternai misery bave a little subsided, to
prompt the unhappy creatures to ' throw off every restraint, and
return,” with keener appetence, to their former criminal indul-
gencies.  3rd. That although there never is, ner can be, real con-

~version to Jesus Christ, without a reformation of manners, there

may be, and often is, a reformation where there is no such con-
version. #4th. That obedience to the commands of God, performed
through fear of punishment, is only the obedience of slaves under
the Law, not that of sons undér grace, who obey through love to

- God and his commands, springing from ‘his love to them, shed
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abroad in their hearts by the Holy Ghost. 5th. That ‘obedience
‘dowe in hope of escaping destruction, of obtaining the favour of'

the Almighty; and of gaining a title to a crown of immortal gloryy
by doing 1, is no other than the obedience of mercedaries, who,
in all they do, serve themselves rather than God, and who, like the

‘hireling, that loves neither his-master nor his work, but has his *.

heart fixed merély on his reward, would soon refinquish’ his'seryice,
if theiv hope and expectation of obtaining eternal life by it, were to
subside.  6th, That neither fears.of the wrath to come, nor terrors
the ‘decpest and most awful that can possibly exist in'the human.
breast, nor the most confident and pleasing hopes of celestial bliss,
built upon our own obedience or personal worth; nor the most
refined theory of religion; nor the linest external moral rectitude ;
not any ene of these, nor all of them combined, with all which
bears the name of natural or' meral virtue, can constitute real
religiofi: no, it is a new creation, Madam, effected by the Almighty

energy of the Holy Ghost, according to the purpose and Grace of

God, given us in Christ Jesus befoxe the world begun, which gives
being to religion in the soul of man, and forms the true Christian
character. It is God, you may believe me, it is God alone, who

" makes. the truly religions man; -not in consequence of a second -

thought; there is, there can be no such thotight in him, whose

mind is eternally the same, without the-shadow of a change; not

{by a fugitive volition of his will, nor a casual emanation of his
-power things totally incompatible with a Being of infinite perfec-
tion, 'but accordibg to his eternal purpose, which he purposed in

himsélf; yes, he does this glorious work, as he does all his works; -

according to the counsel of his own will. &

The Omnipotent Spirit, proceeding from:the Father and the
Son, according to the economy of the coygnant ot Grace, enters
mto sinners, chosen of God uato salvation, through sanctification
of the Spirit, and the belief of the truth: even while they are dead
in their trespasses and sins,-he enters them, without their desert,
solicitation, or desire, therefore freely, and, of his own goed will,

“inspires’ thém with new life, purely spiritual and Divine. Descend-
ing in all.the plenitude of his love and power, he breathes' upoun
the dry bones, lying in the low, valley of their fallen and helpless
state, and they live: ‘This supernatural vivification, the glorious

‘ effect of all-creating might, direzted by sovereign -electing Jove, - -

is that which the Scriptures call Regeneration, and the renewing of
the Holy Ghost; and the subjects of it, highly favoured of the
Lord, and marked as his own, are born again—born of - water, and
~of the Spirit—born of God, dnd declared to be his children, and
heirs of celestial and immortal glory « for'if born; then children ;
and if childrey, then heirs—beirs of God, and joint:heirs with
Christ Jesus. . AT : O e

By the same effective energy, which ‘produces in.them this vital
God-like principle; the light of life is diffased through ull their soulsy

[§
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- power and sovereignty of free-will in the
13l those 'whom he condescends to teach, of every hope, and every

5

. THE GOSEEL MAGAZINE: - , 401

to dispel their: native darkness, and irradiate their minds, by ‘na-
ture like a land of darkness, and the shadow of death ;"a land of
darkpess, as darkness itself; and the shadew of death without an

order, and where the light is as 'darkress.’ Their minds illamed,
they. sce their former darkness, and the fatal errors in' which
they all along ignorantly lived, without fear ‘and at ease. The

descry the:way ofi tru ﬁ—'—of truth 'Divine, devised by infinite.

sacred. writers, in the Scriptures, with mimitable skill, and un-

‘equalled precision,so: that the way-faring man-—the man whose
miud is divinely enlightened to discern .spiritual things, though,

in regard of human science, a fool, shall bot err therein. ;
‘The glorious Irradiator convinces them of the deep depravity of

' their pature, and of the exceeding sinfulness of siv as the trans-

gression ;of God’s most Holy Law; "as rebellion against the su-
preme Sovereignty of ‘his righteous will; as enmity against the
purity of his natare; as the only thing existing which he abhors,
and by which his name is dishonoured ; ‘as the sole cause, and

fraitful parent of all the miseries known on earth and-in hell. ' He-

discloses to their view the baneful turpitude of their thoughts,

words, and deeds, issuing from hearts, deceitful above all things,

and desperately - wicked. By means of his inward instructions,
they learn that they are extremely guilty, without ability to atone
for' the least offence: totally unrighteous without power to make
themselves, in the least measure, vighteous in the sight of infinite
purity : .defiled throughout, in body, soul, and sririt, and desti-
tute of means to cleanse themselves from their filthiness; utterly
unworthy of the Divine regard, and quite unable to render them-

-everlasting destruction, from his presence, and the glory of his
‘power, without even the shadow of belp in themselves. - They see,
they, feel themselves to'be wretched, helpless, and miserable. =

~-'The all-powerful Spirit of judgment, and’of burning, destroys
all the false foundations, which they have devised for themselves,
and on which theix deceived and deceitful hearts have built their
hopes of salvation: consumes every refuge of lies, to which the_'yL
have fled, and’ makes them both ashamed and afraid of the false-
hood under which they haye hidden themstlves; and ‘burns up all
the wood, hay, and stubble of natural religion.. Hemakes void

their covenant’ with death; dissolyes their agreement with hell;

stains the whole crown, of self-righteous pride; turns all: the ¢om=
liness of sinless perfection in the flesh into corruption; breaks the
high arm of self-conceit and self-sufficiency ; lays all the boasted:

dﬁ!st; in fine, he strips

plea, derived from themselyes, and founded upon their works, and
J‘;;gw_(cs them pothing of their own to.boast of, or in which to glory,

‘selves worthy of it: deserving—every moment deserving, the
Thottest displeasure of the Almighty, and to be destroyed with an .
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that they may exalt and 'é’]orify Christ in their hearts, as all in all,
: :,;nd bring them to make ‘their boast in him, and to glory in lis
s ; & i
Trembling and afraid, Gled with shame; and covered with cons
fusion of face; reproaching themselves, and bitterly bewailing
their woful condition, their Divine Instructor leads them, hard-by
the dismal gulph of despair;’.and through the maze of manifold
“ temptation, to the door of liepe, which is opened before them in
the dispensation of Divine Grace: to Jesus the Father’s unspeak-
able gift, the gratuitious gift of his free and boundless love, to
Jesus. the helpless sinner’s kindest friend: the Saviour, the only,
the Almighty Saviour, full of grace and truth, who says, ** Look
unto me; and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth; for T am God,
and - there is none else: if any man thirst, let him come unto me
and drink; come unto me, ye weary and heavey laden, and I will
give’you ¥est: him that cometh unto me, I ‘will in no-wise cast
out., - v : !
- 'The heavenly Teacher proceeds in his glorious work, which he
‘pever for a moment relinquishes, he cavries it on with'a’ power, tp
which all resistance must ﬁ'iEId’ and will cemplete it to the praise.
of the glory of the whole Divine Trinity, and all the sacred perfec-
gions of Deity, In the faithful mirvor of the Gospel, he presents
to their astonished view, the glory, persénal and mediatorial, the
. Grace, the righteousness,- the atonement, the redemption, the
salvation, of Immanuel, in the exquisite beauty of their perfec-
tion, and in the riches—the suberabundant riches of their free-
ness; to the guilty, whose only desert is ‘the vengeance of eternal
fires - His glorious and matchless power effectually disposes them,
- o believe the Gospel-testimony: concerning Jesus; and, assuring
them that the absolute grant which God the Father has made of
him, and all the riches of his fulness to sinners, as such, is their
‘complete and only warrant to receive him, he "encourages their
desponding minds, and' emboldens and enables their fearful trem-
- bling hearts, swollen with anguish, to claim him as their own, on
" that very ground; to venture their languishing souls upon him, and
to place their entire confidence in him, for justification, pardon,
and peace, for sanctification, and everlasting life. ~Here they tri-’
timph, here they rest: this is their rest for ever; heve shall they
dwell in perfect safety: no power shall separate them from him in
whom' they believe and confide : their righteous souls shall neverbe
remaved from this impregnable foundation, this invincible sanc-
tuary, where Grace reigns over sin, and death, and hell, through
righteousness, unto eternal life. R 1
This is the glorious zra of their existence: before, they existed
. merely as'men; now, they exist as' christian mén.’ They now
enter UpoOn a mew carreer: thje’g he‘%in ‘to live a life of faith, of
love, of hope, of self-denial, of humility, of godly fear; of prayer,
praise, cheerful pbedience to the Divine commands, aud of ardent .

N
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desire of the highest possible enjoyment of God, Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost, whom they affectionately regard as the supreme
good, whose, favour is life, and -whose: smile.is bliss. The faithfal
Spirit carries, on his. gracious work:. he will pot, he cannot forsake
it: he helps their manifold and various infirmities. -~ Under his
efficient influence, and in liis never failing strength, they fight the
~good fight of faitly; resist the devil; wrestle with flesh and bloed;
ut off, as concerning the formey conversation, the old man with’
his deeds, putting. on the new; and run with patience the race
which is set before them, looking unto Jesus. Nor shall they
faint; for God has granted unto them, that they, being delivered
out of thé hand of their enemies, might serve him, without fear, in
h_cj:u[ine_ss and righfeonsness before him, all, not a part only, but all
the days of their lives.—But whither am I running? I fear your
patience is exhausted; a minute or two more and I shall have
done. Be assured, Madam, that if you wish to indulge in any
Known sin, you must not become familiar with the pure doetrines
" of Divine Grace, fommonly called Calyinism; for they have been:
found by the best of men, in all ages, when applied by the Haly .
. Ghost, to be, both in their nature, and their effects on the mind, .
'doctrines according to godliness. But if you would not indulge in -
any sin, you must drink deeply and heartily of them.: The more
yvou imbibe them, and the more your soulis imbued with them,
the ymore will all sin be subdued and .mortified in you..  You will
most undoubtedly find that, in preportion-to the ascendency of
these sublime truths in your mind, you will vise in triumph over
* every sinful passion, and be transformed into the amiable image
of your Baviour. ‘¢ Sanctify, them,”” said tht gracious Redeemer,
when praying for his people, ¢ sanctify them #hrough thy truth;
thy Word is truth.”’ RN ST s AT :
" You ask advice, I freely give you the best I can: search the
Scriprures. The Bible is the best.of: books: be instant in prayer
for Divine instruction, none ean teach like God: look unto' Jesus
~take him for your all, and trust him with yourall: hear him, be
all ‘attention to his gracious voice: ¢ L will not fail thee; nor for-
eake thee.” - Believe me, Madam, he can do wonders, not’only in
individuals, but in whole families; and in a very short time too.
ﬁ:_s heart is loye; his .arm .is power.. 'As much as possible, live
peaceably with all men: but never, for a single, moment, sacrifice
one tittle of . Divine truth, to the favour of the nearest relative, or -
the dearest friend. , Neyer court disputes; but, if those: who dif
- fer from you in religious sentiment, will obttude their epinions
upon you, do -not give place to them in the least., Be valiant for
truth: but then, be careful ;not to contend with unhallowed .
warmth ; angry disputes seldom produce any good effects, | We
~who believe that.no man, ean receive ‘any thing «Divice, except it
bé, given him from heaven ; and, that:by the. mere, Grace of God
we are what we are, should be the last/to be angry with those, whe

&
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do not see and embrace Divine truth as we do. In all our debates ~
'with them, pity, not anger] should move wur tongues, and tone
our voices.  We should speak, ‘and behave to them, in such a
mavner, as, if possible; to convince them that, althdiigh we can
by no means approve their tenets, yet we loye their souls. - Watch, -
for those around yéu, they will watch for your halting. ' Now you
~ have begun to think favourably of those sentiments, which they mis-
takenly: “think, naturally and unavoidably lead to levity and care-
lessness, they will expect to see you give the reins to the flesh,
and’ become disorderly and:licentious in your behaviour; there-
fore, I repeat my admonition—Watch. = That; the pure Word of
eternal trath may dwell richly in you in all wisdom, and that
‘Christ and his' perfect and free salvation may be ever .pre-eminent
in your esteem, prays, Dear Madam, Your’s, Lt
ey, Sep. 14, 1812, Nk

A 4 ’

EBENEZER. |

A FEW HINTS TO THE DISCONSOLATE cHIRISTIAN.

Tue Providence of God has fixed our lot in a.day big.with events;
a time, in which each thinking mind is expecting some gloomy cir-
enmstance to arrest their attention. - Evils felt or feared, very often
fill the traveller to the heavenly Jerusalem, with a whole troop of
doubtsi; but-as Jong as'the eternal Gad is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble—in the strictest sense we bhaye nothinyg
to fear; here, is security, imniortal security in‘every tronble and
distress.: Is the dear child of God beset with risings-up, of the old
man of sin, as last, pride, and every evil propensity which like a
troubled sea, threateh to overwhelm him, and is he so troubled that
lie cannot speak (to God in prayer) but is ready to conclude that it
is the highest pitch of presumption for so moustrous a sinner as he
' finds and feéls himself to be, to call upon God, or even hope in his
‘merey, and does he fear that one day or other he shall actually fall
tiitosome disgraceful crime, that will wound the cause of the dear
Redeemer; the which he 'would rather die, than do ?—How pregnant
wyith rich consolation are these words, A very present helpin trouble. -
‘Dear disconsolate saint; thy God and Saviour will most ‘assured]
‘hold: thee up when falling, or lift thee up when down ; and he will,
‘in his infinite wisdom, and grace, take the advantage of these very
‘inordinate feelings of 'thine, to get bimself praise, and increase thy
views of -the immortal beauty, and' boundless suitableness of Jesus
Christ, the Lord; thy. righteousness and  strength. These uf-
' pleasant, unholy, disgraceful feelings under which thy soul labours,
and which thy better part abhors, are not néw things just embarked
into thy bredst, no, they are: the 'very members 0'% the old man of
sin, Col. iil. v; permitted of thy Gad, to stir up their hellish nature,
withi a view to teach thee what thouart, and to heighten God’s in- -
finite -grace and “glory in thy ‘estimation. ‘When the dear. Re-
deemer is gracious to give thee'a fresh discovery, of himsslf, as thy
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' - Saviour,and thy exceeding great reward, with what eagerness
wilt thou trace bis excellencies, and with what rapture of soul wilt
thow exclaind, ¢ yea, be is: altogether Jovoly ;” he has delivered in

J

' of God, which thott hast known, taste

times past, thou knowest he has-delive
etemies, unbelief, and carnal reason, les

Lord ever was, he 1s now, and ever wil

thy not being in despair isno small pr
invisible. way, supports thee still, ar th
would’ tinavoidably sink thee into despe
Remember, thon art not the first vessel
cursed nature of the old man of sin:
hear the Royal Penman saying, ¢ there
my wounds stink, and are corrupt, myl

fed ; do not let those bus

d, handled, and felt.. The
 be, a very present help in

- tipuble ; and though thon art not able at this tige to see his hand,

oof of the fact. He, in an’

. . o !
ration, in one way or other.|

ving are filled with a loath-

d thee to question the trutK'

of mercy who has felt the |
read the 38th Psalm; and |
s nosounduess in my flesh, |

sume disease,” &c. So hateful and irksome is the old man of sin,

that an inspived apostle compares it to a putrified body constantly =
carried about with us, Romans' vit. 24.. Beth David, Paul, and
others, feltit and labouved under its iurscd— power ; but though .

cast down, they were not destroyed; for the iflord proved unto
them, a wery present help n trouble ; and he will ever prove so to
il his dear children, piid ikl 5 et L

Has the ‘Christian alsa to lahour ur}d\%r the horrid suggéstibm_-of-'

that implacable enemy of souls, the devil? And does he find him~

_self beset with; dnd arrested by, all, the horrid: blasphemies that an

¢ views thou hast of thyself .

infernal enemy can hurl into his disconsolate mind, so mueh so, .

that he dare not open his mouth lest he should put into words the

very septiments that Satan’s fiery darts ¢arry with them ? Ts he at.

once-surrounded with almost every pernigious zsm that ever pro-.

~ ceeded from the lowzr regions, as Arminianismy, Arianism, Antino-

mianismy, Deism, Atheism, &c. till he fecls at a comgalpte loss what
to think of himself, religion, the Bible, orjits Author ? In fact, he is
almost ready to call in question the'reality of everythipg visible or
invisible, nay, heis almost ready to conclude that there is no real

' existencies; the whole which appears is bat a vapour, Beloved,

think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to bry thee,

as though some strange thing had happened unto thee ; be assured
God to be a very present help an triible ;'

that the issue wiil preve thy
and by a sweet deliyerance from the cursed svare, thy heavenly
Father will teach- thee more and more of the loving kindness of the
Lord. ' There is no temptation happened to thee but what is com-
mon to mian, and out of every temptation the Lord will make a way

for thy:escape.. O blessed Jesus! . matchless Saviour, wonder- -
_working God ! Greut is his faithfalness,-and, thanks be to his ever

to be adored hame; there is not & misery his saints endure, but what
he ‘makes subservient to” his own glory, and their real good; and

though, while exercised with these things, the Christian is not able

¢ Vor. VII.—Na. X, K5 S e A
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todiscern any advantage such distressing circuthstances are likely
‘to issue in, even then, in the very trial itself, they work for good';: .
forwe know that all things (of whatever nature ot deseription)
" work: together for good to them that love God, to them who are
the «called according: to his purpose, © Observe, the Lotd does not
say, all things shall wark for good, but all things work now,, in the
present time; strange indeecd! for many of these things are evil,
very evil, both in their nature and in their tendency ; soithat the
reason why they work for good, cannot be owing to the things
themselves, but to the wisdom, sower, godduess, grace, and truth
of him who superintends over, and manages all circamstances and:
events, and is determined to imake them answer these ends ; so that
the Lorxd alone slhall be exalted, and his glory he will not give to
another. | Thunks, etefhal thanks uato him, he is a very present
“help i trouble. el . Tl s /
¥s the Christian troubled with a stupid frame of mind, and does
hé seem ‘as though he was destitute of either life.ox power, so that
let him attend to what he wi.l of a religious nature, it appears to be
only a form without the power? This 1s a distressing state of mind,
_and in some respects a very ‘dangerous one too; and there ‘are
wonients when the soul feels the fruth of this, yet'the most the
soulis able to do is to sigh and groan, and go mourning like a bird’
that bas Jost its mate, and is at times led to fear that this will issue "
in'some dangerous downfal, if not in total apostacy. Now and then
the poor soul breathes ount, though very faintly, Where are thy -
former loving kindnessess? or, Restore unto me the joys of thy
«salvation; but. perhaps; the next moment is led to check itself, and
say, this is saying-too much, for I must have been deceived, my.
former joys must have been a delusion, or else I never could be so
careless and carnai as I feelmy$elf to be ; ana thenwill'reason thus:
Can I join the ungodly world, can I take pleasure in reproaching
the honour of God, blaspheming bis name, or trampling under foot
his glory ?-no, my soul revolts at this, this 1 cannot bear, What .
‘am % fit for? I am neither company for sinner nor saint; Lord have
mercy upon me, when shail 1 appear before thee, for without thee
T cannot be happy nor rest, and yet, can I, dare I, venture to hope
in thy mercy; I'know not what to say, my ease appears very
mysterions, very dubious, I cannot bear the thought of giving way
 to 'despair, and yet 1 fear it is presumptuous to hope; I am a
~mystery to wyself, for while 1 thus mourn, 1 feel almost as careless
* as though 1 bad never heard of the name of Christ, yet I feelan
aching void which I believe none but Christ can fill, But, alag!
+ what am L? for I feel as'if I dreaded the approach of the things I
need. If indeed I am a Christian, I seem as if I feared that the
“mpeans by which the Lord will bring me to my right mind will prove
severe; and I am ‘such a coward that I dread trouble. . I know I
deserve the severest chastisement, but I shrink back at the thoughts
of the slightest touch: and though'I know this is wrong, I am g0

4
.
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weuk ithat I am not able to withstand these feelings—find the Lord -
I cannot: T know if I could but get hidar him, and come to his' =~

‘mercy-scat, he would put strength in me; and though at times I feel
“as careless as if it signified not whether I was alive or dead, and as.
if I cared not what became of me ; there are other times when Ilong,

."yea, even pant for a sweetaud sure resting place ; and I look back-,

ward|to past experience, but I cannot find the Lord my rest; I look
forward to the glory promised to all the heirs 'of promise, but I.
cannot behold him ; I am ‘obliged to shrink back and say, I fear it
will never be'mine: on the left hand, where he doth workin bring-

_ing sinners from darkness to light; and from the power of sin and

Batan to the livihg God,but I caunot behold him, for myself, there.

~If Tattempt to look on my right haud, at the great work. of re-

demption, he hideth himself that T cannot see him. O! that I
could but say, ¢ When he hath tried me I shall come forth as g;old_:"
but ah! I still' shrink at the thonghts of the furnace; Lord give

‘me courage and bring me to'the light. Poor soul, is this thy case,

"y

and: are -these some of the feelings of thy mind? Whatever thy

fears ‘or faintings may be, thou shalt find that God is @ wery
present help in trouble, for he giveth power -to- the faint, and'to
* them' that bave no might he increaseth strengths’ Be assured,

though the Lord does €vidence his displeasure against his ,people’s
sins, and in 2 little wrath hideth himself, and ‘they in the stout-:
ness of their hearts go on frowardly in the way of their heart,
yet such is his 'mat'cEIe,ss' grace and loving kindness, that he has

" -said ““I have seen his waysand will heal him; I will lead him also,

and will restore comforts unto him and to his mourners.?? Isaiah

 lyii. 17, 18, He will say, ¢ Awake, O north wind, and come thou
. south; blow upon my garden, that the’spices thereo! may flow

out;” and whenhe speaks it is done, and when he commands /it

shall stand fast; and thou shalt with solemn pleasure and sweet, .

delight, in return, say, “ Let my beloved conte into-his garden and
eat his pleasant fruits.” Songsiv. 16. The Lord enable you to
adopt the language of the Church from your very soul, ¢ Come and '

“let us return unto the Lord, for he hath torn and be will healsus :

he hath smitten and he will bind'us up.” Hos: vi. 1, And when
he blesseth you with this experience, you will with David' say,
“Return unmto thy rest, O 'my soul, for the Lord hath dealt bounti-

: .full?r with thee ;" and-then with sweet composure of sou} you will

declare, that Godis a very present help in trouble. 1t is impn_sgi—'
ble that any trial, trouble, or distress, of whatever kind or nature

. it be, internal or external, of a public or of a private nature, pro~

ceed it from what quarter it will, whether from hell, earth, or from

‘an evil nature, be it'headed up by what powers it may, however.

vicious, “crafty, malicious, or stiong, however dark, or dangerous

the circumstances attending it appear to be, it is impossible for- -

any thing, circumstance, or event, jointly or separately, to plunge -
the vessel of mercy beyond the reach of this protecting, securing,

]
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"declaration; @ very present help in troudle. Into the arms of this

" God-glorifying truth, a Christian may venture to fall; for though
the judgments of God may be abroad in the earth; before'whose

« - dreadful ‘majesty, kingdoms tremble, thrones fall; and’ crowns
tomble into the: dust;—the love and faithfulness of Godito his

- saints is. still the same, and the welfare of Zion hewill for ever
seek ; and as his glory will be hey cverlasting bliss, she shal} find

in the end that all the convulsions and devastations of every kind,
she hds feared or quaked under, have been managed by his ih->
finite wisdom for gnds of his own glory, and ber goed; and it all

- the afflictions of his saints he will prove himself to be a very pre-
sent help an trouble. Therefore Wi{l we not fear, though the ‘earth
‘be, removed and though the mountains be carried into the midst

. of the sea; though the waters thereof roar; and be troubled ;
* though . the mountains shake with ‘the swelling thereof. Selah.
Though clouds dnd darkness are' round abeut Jehovah, justice

. and "judgement are the habitation or pillars of 'his throne,. We

' may not be able to trace all his ways, in these gloomy days, but
this we may be:assured of, that ‘the judge of all the earth ‘will:do
right. Great men may corrupt’ themselves, and in order: to sup-
‘port their ambitious ways, may bring & nation into.ruin ; and when
the distressed cry under their intolerable measures, instead of re-

" dressing their grievances, they may 'stop their mouths by ‘the
.'power of the sword; and the terrors of a prison; &c. - But though
¢ this'may be the case;iin some of the kingdoms of the earth, and
_;/the saints may be numbered among the sufferers in such king-
~ doms; yet the Lord-ever has, does now; and ever will prove him-.
. self to’ge awery present helpan trouble, - He is the rock, his work .
is perfect, for all his: ways: are judgment: ¢ A God of truth and
‘without iniquity, just and rightis he.” Deut. xxxii. 4. So'‘that
. +the dear child of God may venture to unite with David in saying,
. *¢ In the time of trouble! ﬁe shall hide me in his pavillion: in the
. secret'of his tabernacle shall be hide me.”” Psalm xxvii. &, 81, and
20, Thatall the household of faith may be enabled to confide in -

© the sure mercies of David, is the prayer ofa ' ' NAZARENE,

"

v

2w

: ./ MAXS MISERY AND GOD'S-POWER. . '
#€ My soul cleaveth unto the dust: quicken thou me acsording to thy word.”
Fais sl v e U Psalmyexix, 95,1 ¥ y i

. ' Turs Psalm (is an open declaration of spirdual internal religion,
.and! to the world’s end, will be read with pleasureand profit by/ the
8¢ chosen . genevation”’ « The words selected aye evidently  the
langnage and breatbing of one begotten again to a lively Lope by
the, resurrection of Jesus Chust from the dead; translated from
the kingdom of Satan into the kingdom-of Godls dedr Sonz born
1 nugain not of thewill of the fleshibut of Gedi-. "T'he carnal, whether

| prolessor or profaiie, ave utter strapgers; teithe import of the text:

[
‘
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being strengers: to the things of the Spirit'of which the text isa
livélylexpression. ¢ The entrance of God’s Werd giveth: ligﬁht;'-it-_ |
giveth understanding unto the simple,” verse 130; and when the
‘power of God' is d_ig;plagved to a smmner effectually, he abides no
onger in darkness, but hath the light of life, even the light of ‘the
knowledge of  the ‘glory of God 'shining in the face of Jesus

(Chrise 3 and such-are properly denominated ckildren of light, bes

cause | that the darkness is past and the true light now shineth,
Nor js it'possible for any change to take place with réspect to the
souls’' condition, he is justiffed from’all things by' the imputed
righteousness: of Jesus, and the communication of the Spirit by
sthe Lord of life, and glory is the most substantial cvidence of his

- \eompiete justification. . If ye be led by the Spirit; then are ye not

under: the Law. I beg the reader to keep this in view, as he
peruses the following lines; and not for & moment suppose I mean
to convey an idea that the believer’s changesan ks daily warfare,
~make any changein the new Covenant, iu his justification, or in
the Omnipotent work of regeneration. - ¢ Quicken thou me-ae~

-+ cording to thy Word.” Let méenquire,.

+ +1.; What the exercised believer prays for? . _

" 2./To whom hjs pathetic petition is addressed? '

3. The ground of his argument at a throne'of grace?

The special energy, guidance, and direction of the Lord, the
 Spirit:is muchrprayed for and more needed by a real believer in
< Christ, for great deadness to spiritual; exercises makes part of his
“daily cross; and which he will be moreor less subject to, until he
is called to lay down his armour and quit the field—until mortality
.18 swallowed up of life. It 'is no uncommon thing for a believer to
be wounded, yea to fall in the field of battle, to use a figure, see
' Prov. xxiv. 165 Mich. vii. 8; Luke xxii. 61; nevertheless he shall
‘not be utter]y cast down, but shall experience like Peter a most
«gracious look of love—fully expressive of the super-aboundings of
< his richest grace, even to the chief of sinners. ' The Pilgrim's
‘progress is not only different to'what the world imagine, but very
“different to what-the believer in his early days conceived it to be,
" insomuch that he thinks it very strange concerning the fiery trial
‘which is'to try him. And such is his real'cast at times, that he
is assailed with the most horrid temptations of Satan coming in,
even, to his soul like a ﬂood._thmatemn[i destruction to both body
and' soul; unbelief also joins with the old hissing sérpent, becomes
-a beld accuser, and that at a time when his covenant God hides
his face behind the cloud, so that he finds little or no freedom at -

- .ithe throne of grace. Itis true, the well of living waters is the

‘same, but the well is' deep, his faith is weak, as to the exercise. of
(ity ;and his unbelief ‘very strong, insomuch if he ‘reads the free
‘promise, unbelicf introduceth so many #fs and may-be’s, that he is
vafraid of reading the book of God, lest he should discover something
‘to «distress: hitn, < When it is thus with avy believer, the wmost
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. favourable opinion that another child of God may be: pleased to
. entertain of his casg, fails of giving him peace or’tranquillity of
soul.” ¢ My soul refuseth €0 be comforted.”” - Thus-he walketh'in
darkness; and hath no light, is without the sun of righteousness
for a season, yet his' prayer is ‘to the Godiof his life, ** Quicken
_thou me. Now, when a child of light prays tobe quickened, it
- manifesteth a sensibility 'of creaturé-insu-ﬂi)(':ienty, something ' of
- this insufficiency the apostle Paul felt when he wrote ‘liis Tth to
the Romans: When I would do good evil is present with me.2-I
.- see another law in my members, warning against the law of my-
‘mind ‘and: bringing wie into’ captivity to the laty of sin which is in
- My members; and it pressed him so heavely that he eried out'as.
one ‘gasping Afor life:’ “ O wretched man that T am, whoshall
deliver nre from  the body of this death!” Thus we see an -apostle
kept in motion by two opposite prineiples, the flesh lusting against.
- the Spirit, and the Spirit agaivost the tlesh, so that he could not do
the thing that he would. And let it be observed, that nothing so
eﬂ'eétuaﬁy teaches  creature-insufficiency as -experdence, nay, ‘a
person would not suppose himself se' very insufficient to perform
- the least spiritudl :act,” did he net daily fg.el t]le-diabolicaF work-

" ings of a deceitfal unbelieving heart.  The guilt, polation, and
~ dominion of sin, is indeed removed from every believer, by the
one offering of Jesus on the tree accursed: the Spirit of life given
unto us is the evidence of it; but thé being of sin the believer is
~ vcalled to bear and ‘contend ‘with as his daily” cross, even as the

- Cananites were left in the land to ‘try and prove our fathers, and

to demonstrate the faithfulness of God to his promise, so Jehovah *
- ‘hath Jeft us this cross, the corrupt principles of depraved nature,
lest we shodld settle on our lees, like Moab, Eght]y esteem
the rock of our Salvation, like Jeshurun and take pleasure in our
supposed attainments. Now the work and design of the Holy .
. Spirit is to spoil the pride of human nature, or in other words, to
keep the vessels of eternal mercy daily sensible of their entire de-
pendence on their living head. They were chosen by the Father
to be conformed to the image of his Son, but surely, there would
be no conformity whatever between a lowly Jesus and a lordl
discinle. O the pride of the human heart! How difficult the .
conflict to walk in Jesus, even as we ‘have recewed him! How -
mortifying to my pride, to be daily coming, daily receiving, daily
casting all my care upon him, nothing less than the power of < -
‘Jebovah can enable the believer so to do, - But, generally before:
the Lord communicates he puts a ¢y ib the soul, such a ¢ry as no
hypocrite in-Zion ‘ever-experiensed, and this ony is in my opinion

a most substantial evidence of our son-ship, it is the preduce of

the Spirit, helping otr infirmities, and it is put forth at'a throne
“of grace to God our Father, though not at all times expressed in

‘words, for the child of .liilllt cannot, sometimes order his speech by
réason of ‘darkngss, yet his cny is real prayer, and isisure to meet
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with acceptance before; God, being the-groaning of the Spirit who
miketh intercession for thesaints according to the: will of.Ged. .
Thus, the veliever uriburthens s soul, and.in the exercise of
precious faithy wcasts: his ecares ande distresses on’ the shoulders of:
the ‘appointed burden-bearer, even on him who is nughty to save £

. and this proyes the truth of the observation, Paalm cii. 17, ¢ He

will regard the prayerof the destitute, and not despise their prayer,
speaking peace unto his people and to his. saints, that they turn
not again to folly.” . 'When a child of God prays to be quickened,; .
it is that he may be raised above the carnality of his mind; for to
be carnally ‘minded. is death—that he may be raised above the
reasonings of the flesh that produce nothing but bondage, wrath,
‘and dea.t%), being allied to. the old covenant; that he may be en-
larged in the sweetest fellowship with his most dear Father, in the.
beloved, yea, that he may find bolduess to enter into his presence "
by the blood of Jesus-—yea, that he may be enamoured, as in the
day when Jesus brought him into-his banquiting-house and his
banner over him, was love, when he could say, with the Poet,
¢ Thou art my ocean‘:k'tl":—bu my. God, . .y y
In thee the passions of the mind, i
With joys and freedom unconfin’d ; ) ;
‘Exalt, and spread their powers abroad.”
i fila TTETTET Warrs.
2. To whom does a believer pray in aitime of trial ?——Not to
the gods, as did the sailors with Jonah/in.a time of temporal dis«
“tress, for unto us there s but One God, essentially so; nor to the:
‘ereatures:  For who among the sons of the mighty can be compared
aunto our God ?—Nor to the angels, for they are but: manistering:
spirits; no, nor to the saints, for they haye nothing but what theyi
* réceive ; but to the Lord Jehovah, as signified by the personal pro-
noun. Thou; in my moetto, by whom David meant to say, My own
covenant God : For where should a child go, in a tine of distress

" and want, but unto its father? Our Lord taught us this when in the

flesh:: ¢ If ye, being evil, know how to give good gifts unte your
children, how much more shall ?'oghr- heavenly Father give his Holy -
Spirit unto them thay ask' him¢”—Besides, Who can gquicken the .
dead? None but him that made the living : dnd it requires the same
Power to carry on the work of faith in a believer, as it did to quicken
at the first: * Ye are kept, (saith Peter,) by the Power of God.”
Now: when David saith, ¢ Quicken thou me.” it implies the total
insufficiency of all creatures, either angelic or human; to perform
it. It is true the Lord may use means, such'as the.preachiug.bf his
i Gospel, &c. but still he is the main-spring, who sets all the wheels
- im spiritual motion. ' Hence weifind the Scriptures uniformly give
-all the praise to the grand Agent. (See Eph. 1i. 1~5 ; 1 Peter i, 5,)
which Ladduce as a sample of the amazing displays of God’s Power.
But let it be remembered, that the separate and d’istinct glory of the
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Father, inthe nperations of his Power on the elect, by no means ob=
seures the glory of the other Personsin Jehovah, = For as the Father

quickeneth; even so ithe Son quickeneth. John v. 21 ; and as the

Kather and Son fuickeneth, so the Holy Ghost quickeneth., .¢¢ The
Word of Gad is quick and -llaawerful " sa was the voice of Jesus
from the heavenly plory, to the conversion of Saul of Tarsus ; and
the might of the Spitis the same in all his amazing operations on
the heirs of promise ! ' : .

- 'These points ought to be insisted on much more than they are ;

for they are not only rejected by the avowed infidel, but treated as'

-matters of no great importance, by the generality of our preachers
yes, and such too of whom we would hope favourably, but who
ought to berebuked sharply, that they may be sound 1n, and sound
FORTH, this important article of out faith. 'What a miserable plight

* must a church be in, when' guided by a preacher who, from Sab-

bath to Sabbath, scarcely, mentions the foundation-truths of the

. Géspel, but who substitutes, inthe place of Gospel-truth, oratorical
“art, to move the’ passions of the spiritually dead, to gain their foolisk
approbation /—¢¢ My soul, come not thou into their secret; mine
bhonour, be not thou united.””  * B I e e
Some assert that a believer, by virtue of the gifts and graces of
the Holy Spirit, already received, can remoye eyery obstacle that

stands in his way ; can take the’ promise, and apply it to his own '

‘use, as circumstances require. Buat this, T think, is as opposite to

the triith of God, as it is to the daily experience of the children of .

- God. - For I would ask suech, 1f any recetved principle of life be suf-:

ficient to. guide and direct the partaker of grace into & spiritual

knowledge of Christ, in his Power, love, and grace, then where does.

the sovereign Power of the Spirit appear? Where is the necessity

for him (the Spirit) to bring all things to oar remembrance ; to gle-

rify Jesus, by * taking of his; and shewing it unto us ?” Paul, jealous

ol his Master’s honour, ascribes the shedding abroad of God’s love -

in our hearts unto the Holy Ghost. Romans v. 5; and in chap. xv,
expresses his most carnest desire that they might abound in hope,
through the Power of the Holy Ghost. All which evidently proves
that no Qbelie‘ving) mau can quicken his own soul ;. that the way of
a (believing) man is not in bimself; that it is ot in him that willeth
to direct his own steps; that man’s goings, i. e. spiritual movements,
re of the Lord the Holy Ghost. ' Glory to God, it is not of. him
that willeth : boasting is'for ever excluded, and the saved sinner a
debtor to sovereign grace all the way to the kingdom '—But, Is it
possible that a believer can be the subject of so much depravity, and
yet have a right to the promise of life ?—It is'more than, possible;
nay, to suppose a person must feel less of sin in his nature, in order
to exercise'!‘aith in the promise, is to obscure the glory of the Gos-
pel, which is a revelation of sovereign free-grace, consequently no

" way dependent, as to its efficacy, on the worthiness of the creatore, -

Upon this point, as on many others, eur spirityal guides, so called,
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fall into many mistakes, to. the great perplexity of many of the
Lord’s dear people. They tell usy that sin must be rooted out of our
nature, or subdued in such a manner as to feel it die daily ; that we
mast keep the laze, somehow or éther, in order to strengthen our con-

JSidenee in God. Now it is by such words of vanity that legal preach-

ers are but tco successful 1 binding the hands and feet of such as
are asking the way to Zion, ‘“ with their faces thitherward.” I'my-/
self listened awhile to their'tale, even untilI had nearly sunk in dys-

pair: but He who watches over his wandering sheep, in \he cloudy

and dark day, threw in my way an early Number of* the Gospel
Magazine'.  T'he Editors’ Review of Burder’s ¢¢ Moral Law the Be-
liever’'s Rule of Life,” greatly cleared my judgment, and sensibly’
relieved my desponding mind. I saw the fulness and freeness of the
Gospel ; T'felt the Power of the ¢ blood of spriukling,” which was

- 2 fullanswer to every accusation the Word of truth was the means,

but Omnipotence was the grand agent, even the Holy 8pirit,. Thus
the Spirit of adoption comes, not by the works or preaching of the
law, but by the hearing of faith.—¢* How beautiful upon the moun-
tains are the feet of them that preach the Gospel of peace, and bring
glad tidings of good things!” But, his)
3. What is the ground of a belicver's argument at a' throne of
——Naothing less than the absolute, unchangeable Word.of
romise. ¢ Quicken thou me according to thy Word.”  Asif he |
'Ead said, Thou O CGod hast saidy ¢¢ I will never leave thee nor for-
sake thee > Now remember thy precious promise, upon which thou
‘hast cansed me to-hope ; let me experience the truth of thy nnalter-
able promise, by a display of thy matchless merey, and stupendons |
grace, as all-suthicient for the supply of ‘my every want; I am all
changes, but thou changest not, and as thou art, such is thy pre-
cious Vord.—¢ Heaven ‘and exsth may pass away, but thy Word
.cannot pass away.” = This I.presume was the experience of the
writer, of my motto, and blessed be God, is, and has been the
writer’s experience for some years! Hence I observe: the faith of
God’s elect is different from. every other faith, in that it rests

~alone on Divine authority. The teStimony of the great' T AM; is

every thing with true faith. ¢ That your faith might not stand
in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.” But all pro-’
fessing men have not this faith, “hence the wild conjectures of -

-many, and 'the eold insipid definitions of others, on asubject so

plain to a soul blessed with an unction from the Holy One. The
stability of the Word of promise is, that in which faith trinmphs,
here she boasts—here she sings—even while in the valley below, "
knowing that the Lord hath spoken’ the 'word and confirmed it by
an oath; and when shelooks up for a blessing, it is that she’ma

receive a. Covenant blessing by virtue of the IWord of the oath’;

. and while the mouth of prayer is apened to receive the unmerited
o wAayour, the beavens drop. down righteousness, and then thie par-

wNo. Xe—Vor. Vil 5 L
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taker. thereof cries out with delight.. “¢ Thy words were found -
anid I did eat them; and thy Word was unto me the joy and re-
Joiciuz of . mine heart: for Isam called by thy name O Lowd
God of hosts.” ' Thus the life of faith is mdintained in the soul by

. & special communication from the 'vital head ; Christ aecording to

ks Word, for he saith, <“ Man shall not live by bread alones but
by everv word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” And

. onr Lord saith, again,  As the living Father hath sent me, and I
“live by the Father, so he ‘that eateth me, even he shall livé by me,
“I.am the bread of life, he that eateth me shall never hunger.”
This is a brief definition of faith, in some of its exercises, and

¢ pérhaps, the most profitable that can be given; but my design

was not so much to treatof the superstructure as the. basis or
foundation upon which it rests, " Now as these is stabi]it\y in the
Word of promise, so there is sutability. ¢ There are given unto us,
saith Peter ‘exceeding great and precious pfomises, that by these

; «we might be partakers of ‘a Divine nature.” The suitability and

greatness of the Word of promige appears, in that it not only brings
forth into spiritual existence, but affords a believer all spiritual
supplies’ by the way, and the concluding -scene of life will* prove
to gach snd every ransonred. sinner, * That there hath not failed

- one word of all the good promises the Loid hath given unto us.”

" June, 1812, H. F.
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PEIGNENEUVE'S FIFTH LETTER TO A YOUNG CONVERT OF ARMIN{US, -
| WITH A NOTE TO THE(READERS OF THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE,

Drar S, | ' AT : A
You say; that you shouldinot again have taken up your pen, had
_you not wished to wipe away a Jxtle of that calumny which I have
« precipitately stamped upon you. : _ : _
*- Now I do not know of any calumny that I have stamped upon
you, meither do you mentiona single thing that can with propriety
be called by that name, and I certainly do apprehend that this is
a meve pretence to cover your real motive, which I believe to be
a’ determination to have the last word if possible, that you may
baast of it among your-Arminian companions, no very comimendable
Tthing in ayoung man, when engaged in dispute with an old one.
. Itis true I have in eflect called you novice, and all young begin-

. mers inthe Christiin profession are called by this name by an in-

spired apostle, and: surely you are only a young beginner; this,
thevefore, as I imagine, cannot be calumny. : ;

I also acknowledge that I have so cluracterised, you in othér
respects as is not to your credit, but T contend that this originated
with yourself, being perfectly suitable to that low,, ridiculing,
sneering, yea, and abusive language you have used when noticing
me and niy sentiments ; and surely if men will, by such means,
stamp such characters on themselves, they are not calumniated by

2"
i
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those persons who name them ; agreeably hereunto I likewise con-
fess, I have freely given you my opinion of your avowed notions
and state of your soul, ‘and signified my belief that both must " be
changed if ever you are saved ; but certainly this is charity, or its
frhits, and therefore not calumny or the products of a calumniator ;
and at least, you ought to deem me a much better iriend then those

. persons who more aim at pleasing than - profiting, and whose con-
“veisation chiefly tends to deceive, and fill you with pride. T will
~not mispend my timeby reépeating your sentiments, already noticed

and discussed, or my 6wn, but content myself with asking you a

few questions, which I desire you to answer to your own con- .

science only. i ' 3
Can any man be saved through Christ, if in the present life be

. be vot born again of God? And is it fiot true, (see Jobu i: 13,)

that the will of the flesh, or the will of wan, has no haod in pro-
curing this blessing ! And must you not confess that this blessing

- is not partook of by every man?

Now if this blessing, or any blessing, said fo be necessary, to
salvation, and to be 'orﬁy within the power of God to grant, and to
be granted indepéndent of the will of those persons who partake of
it, is not granted to every man, it must follow, Zhat it cannot be the
will, or wish of God, 1o save every man, Say not that this biessing
is promised, or granted  conditionally, for'not the most distant hint

. s given of this, in any place where it is pamed, and indeed, the

afore-quoted text alone, ¢learly prowves the contrary.
Tou appear to think that I must be convinced that the stor

' about the thirty Calvinist ministers cannot be a falshood,. because 1t

is related by a minister of the Established Church, who has written
a Confutation of Calvinism. But on the contrary, if I had not be-
fore set it down for a. lie, in consequence of its improbability, I
certainly should do so now; as I regard. the minister you allude to,
as a very ‘faithful servant of the father of lies. :

If you send me any more letters, I shall send’ them back un-
opened, unless you write on the back of thew, I am no longer an
Arminian, as I'am too well acquainted with all that even theoldest -
and most gifted Arminian can say for himself and, his principles, to.

_be ignorant of any thing you can advance.on the subject; and I

have not the most distant hope of convincing you; as nothing can
be more clear to me, than that we are not led by the saine Spivit ;-
and till tiis is the case, no hope can be rationally entertained, that
we shall become of the same mind, or any thing like it ; and under
such a circumstance, dispute will enly produce unprofitable strife,
g I am, dear Sir, your's, , j

Devon, May 23, 1812. PEIGNENEUVE,

'NOTE TO THE READERS OF THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
Brethren, beware of falling into the unscriptural notion, nn-
happily entertained by some, called Moderate or Modern Calvinists, -

»
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of its not being necessary to salvalion, that the Arminian principles
should be renounced, and to this end’I now call upon you to view
those principles in minjature. e :
v 'Its true, that they say with us, that salvation is entirely by grace,
through the work of Christ alone, and that without his Spirit we
can do uothing good ; but mark what follows, and you mast dis-
“cover their inconsistency, and that the root of the matter is not in
‘them, notwithstanding. I e 7 Ll
For instance ; they insist upon it, that God has ever willed, and
now wills, to save all by grace; that to this end, the Lord Jesus
‘Christ lived, and died upon earth, to satisfy his Father’s justice;
and that for thevery same puypose, the Spirit of God instruets all,
and draws all, that he may bring them to Christ, and that be even
strives with. them  to accomplish it. With som¢ they suppose, ©
he is lucky enough to su{;cecr{, n consequence*of tuelr being plishle,

complying with him, and then assisting him ; but with the rest, he
does not succeed, because they will not conply, and work with him;

. and that these are the reasons why the former are saved, and the

Tatter damned’; and now I ask, whether if these things were trae,
the saved would not have more of their own than of the Lord’s to
eath of Christ, and the work of the Spirit, Standing aione, ave
altogether vain and ineffectunl things, as I see by millions being
damned, who partook of all those biessings as well as myself ; ‘but
the consent, the,pliabi!it , and the assistance of man, herepnto
added, are never in vain or ineffectual, and to-those things then, I
have to attribute it, that T am saved rather than others—hownour then
‘to my consent—glory to my pliability—triumph to my assistance—
hallelujah to my free-will, wisely and- powerfully exccuted, to the
making  effectnal the will of God, the death of Christ, 2nd the
“work” of the Spirit ; and in heaven I'will dare sing the same song,
-and a God+of trauth cannot contradict me! 7 say, if' Arininians
weve truey this must be the language of the saved, here, and in glory ;
ahd 1f any Arminian shoald read these lines, I call upon them, either
to renounce their present sentiments, or never more to say that
\galvation is, by grace only, through Christ pniy, for the latter can
never be held in conjunction with the former ;_and should any one
herein contradict me, I positively tell them they ave blinded by the
od of this world. | I also call upon my Calvinistic readers, to be.so
far- on their guard, as never to be entrapped into a goed opinion
“of any Arminian, merely because he chimes in with lim respecting
salvation, that it is by free grace throngh the Lord Jesus only,
. bat sift hin) to the bottom, examine him well by the rules here laid
down, and his rottenness will soon appear; and here I cannot but
lament, the union, (the imnatural, desivuctwe union) that has
taken place in some places, between Calvinistic and “Arminian
" sacieties, and-the cant term used on both: sides, of their differing
only in non-essentials, What! is it not then essential; that we attri-

e glo'ry in? Would they not: have to say, Why the wil] of God, the

-
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bute onr salvation to God’s ‘free upattracted grace? Is it not

essential that we acknowledge him our all; that we siticerely con-

fess, 'that when we bteame willing'to be saved by him'in his own
way, and by his own melins, that he himself made us so? Shull we
pot contend that'its necessary we discover, that he not only drew
Ms for the purpose of bringing:us to Christ, but actyally brought

lis, or caused us to vield to'his drawing? ‘if these discoveries and

“confessions are not esseptials,” (or things necessary to ‘salvition)
nothing is, and we may as well'say at once, that 'the difference

botween usand: Arians,'y ¢a, and Socinians, is only in novessentials ;

away then with the word nonessential, as applyed to the differences
in septiment, befween a real’ Calvinist and trae Arminian ;- away
also with those unions, which need gujpport from this term, but let

complaisance and civility remdin, and cease not to pray for these -

deluded fellow ereatures.  Your’s,

PEIGNENEUVE.
I. ! 1 LA

{ Toithe Editor of the Gospel Magazine.

Sir, : A iy
OBseRVING a Query in the Gospel Magazine for Febuary, remain
unanswered, I thought (as the passage 15 so much quoted to prove

‘the general scheme,) if inserted by u enemy it might cause him to
triumph in bis opinion, and if by one of Christ’s weaklings it might
cause him to stagger, if it remained unanswered. I therefore olfer
the following thoughts for the consideration of J. R. if you think
them' worthy of a place in your valuable Magazine. I remain,
Your's, in true Gospel friendship, A STRIPLING.

ON TENDERS OF SALVATION.

“« Bc“hl.ﬂd, I stand at the door, and knock : if any man hicar my voice, and open the
door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.”* Rew. iii. 20.
THE enemies of a, free and full Salvation, and of " particular re-
demption, bave ‘always been readyto bring similar: passages to

this, to attempt to establish their principles; such &s, that, Christ -

diéd for all the world : man is not dead in sin, and therefore is not
to be addressed from the pulpit,.in such a degraded state ; bat is
to be exhorted to stir’up the life: within him, and listen to the
voice of the Gospel, and the striving of the spirit, they say, from

* the words we are now going to consider: that Christ 1s, that un-
- bappy being, (I may justly call him according to their sentiments,)

stands knocking at the door of every man’s heart, by afflictive
providence, sickness the strivings of his spirit and the like, then
placing as the condition of their Salvation, they must repent,
believe, open the door of their hearts and receive Christ: Christ
surely canpot be omniscent, or he would never be anxiously
waiting for'a considerable time in expeéctation of gaining a sub-
ject, and at last be disappointed, in secing Satan triumph over the

" strivings of Omnipotence, this is the character which all such
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doctrines, give Christ, but let us consider the words, they are the
words of him who was the begining of the creation of God, and
he spoke them, there is no doubt in a figurative style; and 'in -
applying the figure itcan be applicable to none but the elect, as
one of Christs fesciples once said, ¢ How is it thou manifest thy-
self unto us, and net unto the world ;" end Christ said, ¢ that he

: Efayed not for the world, but for them whom the Father bad given - :

im out of the world,” . And if Christ did not pray for them, we
cannot even suppose, he intends in this figure, to inform us, that

he shonld ever receive them into the friendship, which he there

. speaks of, I think the figure may be Scripturally applied to the
“elect, 1st. When Christ visits the soul in conversion, 2nd. In

the restoration of a backslider; yet I think, it is the ‘backslider
that Christ has a particular allusion to; as the whole of the chapter
is written to reprove churches in a backsliding state, in the verse.
before what we are now explaining, he says, ¢ as many as I love
I rebuke and chasten:”” which informs us they were not in a right
state, or they would not have needed that repentance which- he
aftérwards mentions; and which (like David,) all the childrén of
God éxperienced at their restoration ; Christ standing at the door, =
(by the deor we understand the heart,) implies his regard to, and

‘readiness to receive returning backsliders; and also, that he takes.

the first step in conversion and restoration. But the door does
not open, when Christ stands very near the soul in’his word, and

in his ordinance: no, it is shut against every thing that is good,

« till Christ ‘knocks, which peans the alarm, which he causes in the

soul, when 2 discovery of the true state whicli a fallen soul is in,
takes place. We have this knocking also explained in the 5th
chapter of Canticles, verse 2, Which will also prove that he hasa
regard for them, were he knocks.' For the church says, after.
being roused from her sleep, ¢ it is the voice of my beloved that

' knocketh, saying, open to me, my sister, my dove, my undefiled ;”
5 BRYING ) ¥y ; My ] 3

although he finds her in a sleepy careless state, what language does -

- he use to ntreat, yea, he even takes her in the wilderness to allure

%

follow  him.
. (though be may have been long backsliden from God,) hear his

her: when Christ knocks, his voice is always heard, he says,
¢ My sheep hear my voice, when I call them in conversion or
restoration, and the reasonis, they know his voice, and they will’
” So in these words, when he kpnocks and any man -

voice, he opens the 'door, which means, he is willing té receive
Jesus, the heart flies open ds it were, to receive the long slighted,
but the best of friends, and thew Christ dwells in the heart by faith; ©
res, it is then, that Christ comes it~ unto the sonl and sups withs "
i, and theve is mutual enjoyment in each others friendship, the
soul sups with Christy partakes of the reyiving influenice of his
Spirit, and becomes enabled to tread the narrow path. The words
at first sight, may appear to some, as if man had will to reccive,
and power to open the héart for Jesus: but if carefully, and with-
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out prejudice and under the influence of the Spirit of truth, they
are reatf‘;- they will not be found to countenance any suel doctrine,
for all the will and the pawer in them, is the will and the power of
Christ, his will'in ‘standing ‘at the door, his. powerful voice in
knocking; his giving the deaf ears to hear that voice, and made
willing in the day of his power to receive him: thus, all is, his
work, from first to Jast, and not tilk this work has taken place in

“the soul, will 'there be ‘any fellowship with the Father or his Son
“Jesus Christ;"it 1s ot till then, they come and take their abode in

the soul. But'they will say the call is general. If any man hear
my voice ‘and’ open the door, the' call is to a character, one that
hears Christ’s voice, one that opens the door, that is willing to re-
ceive Jesusy as we also ‘read, #If any man thirst, let himhiake of
the water of life freely:” but his own fountains must be dried up,
¢ before any will thirst to be washed in the fountain of Jesu’s
blood, or drink of the waters of life freelv.” . Again, ¢ Whoso-
ever will let him take of the’ waters of life freely.” But Chrict
must give the will; before any will be \willing to receive salvation
as its freely revealed. T remain, Your’s, CASS,
A iy
i), i ! HEPLY. TO' QUERY.
Mr. EpiTor, it : ¢ |
Tv answer to a Query by an Anxjous Enquirer, (in your Magazine
for April 1812,) from Matthew ii1. and 15. * And Jesus saia, suf,
fer it to be so now, for thus it becometh 'us to' fulfil all richtéouns-
‘mess.””  “ What rightousness is here alluded to,” I wauld ‘ask with
Jesus, ¢ the baptism of John, was it from heaven or of men P I
take it for granted it was from heaven, for John had  his comuis-
sion'from God, as it is written, ¢ ‘There was a man’sent from God
whose name .was Joho*.””  ‘Consequently it becaine’ John to ful-
fil* his commission, and his commission was £0 baptize 'as'it is
written, John i. 33. ¢ But Le that sent me to baptize with water, |
&c.” And this was the:'counsel of God, Luke wii. 30. < And
Jesus Christ came fromy heaven not to do his own will, but the wil] -
of him that sent him.” = Therefore it was this that made Jésus say,
“ suffer it to be so now:”" because; it became John to ‘baptize ac-
cor »ng to his commission, and it became Jésus to submit to all
his Father’s appointmerits, (for as a Son ‘he learsed obedience;)
and thus it became both to fulfil all righteousness, with respect ‘to
the language of the apostle to the Colossians, ii. 12¢it is gimilar to
what, he -makes use of to the Rommus, Romans vi. 4. and in both
‘places are written with the same view, and both sefve to shew the
ssignificance of water, (or literal,) baptism, while 4t the same’ time
the apostle points out the imsignificance of the ordinance, without
that faith which is of the operation of the Spirit:of God, who hath
) ! * John i 6. 3 ;

: ] =
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raised Jesus from the dead. But to be brief: if an Anxious
Enquirer wishes to know if it is the duty of those that believe to
submit to this ordinance, I would refer him: to the Actsof the

Aposties x. 47. ¢ And if he be a.believer who can forbid water’

that . be should not be baptized.” ‘And I woald patian Anxiots
Enquirer in rememberance of the monition, of yourable Corres-
pondent Minimus, ‘¢ that every Word of Gaod is equally true,”
and I would just add, that this pant of his counsel shall stand, and
that he will do all his pleasure : if this attempt to answer an Anxi-
ous Inquirer. is made’ use of by the Spirit te lead him into this
part of truth, may he have all the praise. Your's &e.

Liss. " ! ; G. L.

i

\ To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
SIR, ; > f
WirL you allow a Constant Reader. a corner in your Magazine, to
__}mt_ a few ‘Questions to our friend Mr, W, Tucker, of Chard, re-

A

ative to the contents of his Note in page 189, of the Number for
May of the present vear, in 'whic][: alluding to Fullerites and
Baxterians, he says thys, < Perhaps the sentiments of these two
are only a new-refined system of Arminianism, but they all join in
the supposition or vaih imagination of an ability and power in man
to do something towards his own Salyation, and to render them-
_selves acceptable to the Divine. Majesty.” To this tremendous

- ¢harge the Fullerites plead Not Gui-lt{, and den']y'i't in toto. Now.
ly

1 should hope Mr. T. would not wilfully bear false witness against
his neighbour, and 1 should 'also hope his neighbour would not
~deny the charge if a just one; but as Mr. T. Tias advanced the
‘above as their belief, I hope he will make it appear in a clear dis=
tinct manner by answering the following Questions, as they may
tend to letiin some light upon the subject. |
1. Do Fullerites believe that men have a power to do spiritual
things? « * . : i .
' 2. What kind of power is it they believe men to have?
8. What do they understand by the term Salvation? ;
. 4. What do they mean by doing sometiing tewards their salva-
tion? SRR _ Lk s A &
5, Whatdo they mean by being aecéptable to the Divine Ma-
Jesty? ' g
themselves acceptable to the Divine Majesty ? : v
" 1. Is their belief, (be it what it may,;) merely the result of a vain
_ jmagination, or do they pretend to haves criptural evidence for it,

and. what are the principal passages of Scriph._ure- which they pro-

duce in confirmation theveof ?

Trowbridge. Sl SECK_TRUTH.

s

6. In what way or manner do they suppose they can render '

&
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Y REMARKS ON MR, THOMAS SCOTT’S BIBLE.
VEEDITOR, “3F P #1000 A La pk T
Anour twenty-five years past T was theh a young woman, and
beinrg. seriously disposed, I was desivous: of having what is usually
called A Faminy Bipre. The Rev. Mr. Scott.at that time put out

i numbers, one that I had every reason to suppose would answer
‘the title ;T believe,to the best of my recollection)it was recommended
" by not less than fifty letters from preachers of. varioiis denomina-

tions, who were deemed evangelical, one among whom was the
late Mr. De Coetlogon*®, whow I had every reason to suppose was
sound in the true’scriptural faith ; it was chiefly bis recommenda-
tion which juduced me to purchase the Bible, which I believe cost
me six guineas. Since that time, by the perusal of the comment
1 have often wished I had had the pure Werd of God without any
glossary attached to it. - Rl . WL

I am now, Mr. Editor, fully confirmed in the propriety of my
wishés,‘ by reading Mr. Scott’s Address lately to the Public, ofy the
cover of what is called the. Evangelical Magazine, where he says,
That when he wrote his elucidations of Scripture, which T/ am
now. in possession of, he was then, to what he is how, companra-
TIVELY A NOVICE IN THOSE sTUDIEs, but now in the last twenty

ears he has had more matare judgment, and’ confirmed habits of

iblical studies, <The Aposde Paul'says, a bishop or a teacher
should not be “ a novice:” How will Mr. Scott reconcile with his
conscience, I would ask; such rash, daring presumption, in endea- .
vouring to snpport the ark of the testimony with such’ a fecble
arm? And how, Sir; must good men be hurt in their minds, that
they so prematurely’ recommended nostrums, without' annalysitg
their contents. i i L (2

I cannot’ here help, Mr. Editor, referting to your latg dear
friend ‘Augustus Toplady, who, with a heart overflowing' with |
oratitude to the Father of lights, expresses himself as follows.
¥ <] ‘can pever be sufficiently thankful, that my religious prin-
ciples were all fixed long before I entered Holy Orders, and through
the good hand of God upon ine, Isat out in the ministry with
dear Gospel light.”—And yet this eminent servant of Christ
died at an age, earlier than when Mr. Scott acknowledges himself a
novice. © Your insertion, Sir, of this in your Excellent Publicstion,

i AN OLD WOMAN:

Lisson Green, Aug. 61k, 1812.

* We ate haphy to apnounce to this Lady and the Pullic, that this Gentleman
whom she supposes dead, is alive, and in health, and in the full possession af all his
mental faculties. . He lives remore as it were from the world, like a way-faving
man in the wildernessyupon & small Rectorship, about vwienty miles fi'om. the me- -
tropolis, Though thus in retiremcnt, bis mind has not been inactye, he has sought
no repose, the -cause of vital godliness has been on his heact. o The valuable pro«
duetions which have fallen frém his pen in solitude, we have no doubt bu a futyre
generation. will be ready to acknowludge and appreciate,  Welsay posterity, be-
cause a'man must die before his real exocllency is known, EDITOR., ©

Vor, VIL—=No. X. = s M
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X )

o i . THEOLOGICAL REVIEW.

An Exposition of the Lord’s Prayer, a: recorded in the V1th chap-
© ter of St. John's ‘Gospel, in Twenty Two Sermons, in which the

‘heart of Christ is set forth, the uniwon and tommunion between him

as: God-man, the head and Mediator, his Church of elect men
opened ; his “interest in them declared ;. their completeness i kim
shewn, and their future glovification with him spoken of, In
which, the union and interest of the Persons in the Godhead with
and in the Persons of the Eléct are stated; and the wtmost end of
all this, in their 'being adiitted to a sight and visioniqf God-man
s declared, By Samuel Eyles Pierce. : ' -

The title-page is a summary of the contents of this octavo

volume, written by Mr, Pierce, whose merit as a Christian expe-:

rimental Minister, we have already given our testimony to, in vari-

. ous parts of our Journal, G Zistlonl, AR e e -'
.. When the primary and leading doctrines of the Gospel come
before us in their full latitude,-as in the present work, we cannot
but embrace them; and speak highly of the inditor. For when we
see order, and regularity, and plan, our attention'is engaged, we ex-
amine and compare, our hearts are warmed, we bring: together
the effects produced on ourselves,and endeavour to excite the same
in our readers. : ' ;

It has been objected to this gentleman’s diction, that it is plain

and wants elegance. We grant_the language is simple and un-
adorned, and though it may want the tinsel, it is devoid of vul-
garity. There is a dignity and decorum which excite our rever-

ence, as likewise a frankness and ingenuousness, without coqutery, -
{dissimulation, 6r disguise. Light and heat are every where dif--

- . I L o - . \_r . .
vings of the fastidious eritic.

fused in his writines, which render them invulnerable to the .bit_:ker—

- Though many of our readers are acquainted with Mr, Pierce’s -

‘manner of elucidating Divine truth, we cannot withhold from them
jthe following extwict, from a number of others equally alike for
energy, penetration, and piety. = Speaking of the fall of Judas as
'connected with the final perseverance of the penple of God, Mr.
' Pierce observes ! i

[}

¢ The whole twélve, apostles tvere given by the Father to Ch;inr-. They had

-2l alike the benefit of our Lord's bodily presence, ‘They heard the same words.
They saw the same miracles, They equally followed Chrisc up and down through=
out the various citics and towns of Galilee.  Yet out of these one falls into sin,

final despair, and hell.  Yet Christ makes an apology for this, saying, & While T .

was with them i the world, I Kep! them in thy name: those that thou gavest me

I l_la'.'c-. kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition, that the scriprure
might. be fulfilled,’”  Here, in this little company of twelve persons, we' have

election and rejrédon realized)  Here are eleven chiosen to life.  Hére is one ap-
pointed unto death. Here arg eleven persons prescrved from'a total and final

. apostasy. Here is an individual falls, from being numbered by Christ'with the »
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apostles, into: hell. What'shall we say, but, even-so, Holy Father, it seemed

-good in thy sight, ' 'The persons here, were all chosen to the offite of ‘apostieship,

but they were not all partakers of the grace which fitted for the apostalical office,

And yet it is but one of them neither, that fails of this grace of God. ' Lleyen of .

these who ‘were styled by Christ .apestles, were the chosen and beloved of God.

But one who fills up the number, is herestyled, < The Son of Perdition ;" apd that

by our Lord Lhimself.  Our Lard says, < While T yvas with them in the world, I

- Kept them in 'thy name : those that thou gavest me I have kept.” . He neain

speaks of these eleven men now present, as given by the Father unto him. They
were given him as thd Fatlier’s béloved onks.  And they were also given to him,

" oiit of the same’ everlasting love, to be his apostles,  As'they were thus doubly

given by the Father to Christ, so ‘they were doubly dear to him. - He laid out. :

himself, if I'may so,say, fully for them, So that he iastructed them, and gave
them to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God, whilst to others he did not

bestow this. knowledge ‘on. - Hence be said, « Unto you it is given fo know the

mysteries of the kingdom of God. Blessed are your eyes for they sce, and your
ears for they hear. For wverily I say unto you, that many prophets and righteous
men have desired to see those things which ye see, and have not seen them, and to

hear those , things which ye. hear, and have net heard them,’ Mact, xiil. '16. 17,

Our Lord had kept these elect apostles from the evil of the world. Not that they
were without sin 3 nor were they kept from falling into sin, A few hours after
this prayer had been offered, they all forsook Christ, and fled from bim. And one
of them most shamefully denied him, with caths and curses, © Yet they were savﬂi
in Christ, with an everlasting salvation.  And they were cach of them saved b

Christ from the full power and dominion of sin. Our Lord had kept them in his
Yather’s name; in the wrue faith of God’s elect.  He isaved them from final
apostacy.  He had so kept them, as to speak of it with the utmont satisfaction ; as
that which did his heart good to.recollect. He speaks of it ‘with divine joy. He
speaksit before the Father, as that which would be highly acceptable and well-.
pleasing unto him, = < Those that thou gavest me, I have kept,”” If .Christ kept
these secure, he will keep all the rest of the Father’s elect sure also.  Judas, his fall

and damnation, is so far from making against the doctrine of the final perseverance

of the saints, thatit is a most full and convincing evidence of it, Those that thou
gavest me 1 have kept,  Election jtself is the security of God’s people. It was of

the eleven apostles. It is so of all the rest of God’s beloved ones.  Hence, when

there was a great defection from the doctrine of faith, among professorsiu Asiaj of
which Paul takes notice in his first chapter; in his Second épiszle- to Timethy, he
immediately, in the next chapter, comes in with his, ¢ Nevertheless, the fmmd;niop
of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his,” Sde

chap, ii, ver. 19. 'So in the spread of Popery, it is said, « And all that dwell upon
« the earth shall worship him, whose namies are not written in the.hook of life, of the
Lamb slain, from the foundation of the world.” Rev. xiii. 8. So here, Judas, his ~

very sin, and fall thereby, from the office of being an apastle of Christ Jesus;_for he
did net fall from the grace, even of this very office, it never having been given him,
was a proof that the gifts and callings of God are without repentance. As our
Lord tgek care of the elect apostles, who were chosen'in him » §race and glory,
as well as to the grace of the apostolical: office, and who, on the descent of the
Holy Ghost upon them, then received every gift, and grace, which qualified them
for the execution of their office ; and as they were most graciously preserved from
the evil which is in the world, and our Lord could give a good account of his

. having kept them, so he having kept them from temporal and eternal ruin, gives

an:account of one of their own company, thoughno partaker with them of Christ’s
salvation, and who was gone within an flgur from them, on the basest design which
ever entered into the human mind.  And says of him, to'the Fatlier, ¢ "Those that
thou gavest me I have kept, and noné of them i lost, but' the Son of Perdition,
that the Seripture might be fulfilled.” Our Lord declares Judas is lost. = Noane of
them which thon gavest me'is lost, but him. And he is lost, thoygh thon gavest
him to me. But thou didst notgive him me as thine elect 3 as thy beloved. = Thou

enly gavest him me, to be.an outward witness, and an attendant on my person and |

fa
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.o mihistry. He'is the Son of Perdition.—He is'lost,” He is now. engaged in the
hellish business. of betraying me into_ the hands of those, who have plotied to take ™ -
away my life.  Suchis his infamy and treacherous’ dealings, he has sold me for

' the price of a slave Lspeak all this prayeravisé unto! thee, in the liearing of
: these eleyen’ men present ; as.the time will tome when they will profit hercby!
It will be 4 confirmation of their faich in tne, that 1 am the true and very Messiah,
That every thing hasbeen realized in me that was foretold by the propliets.  That
. even Judas’s perfidy is prophesied of in_ the Scriptares of teuch, ¢ He that earvth
bread with me, hath lifred up his heel acdinse me? Loffer chis, therefore, a8 an
apology that Judas is not kept any lonser, even in the comipany with the elect
apostles. * Itlis that the ¢ Scriptures might be fulfilled.” Qur.Lord most provatily
«  Tefers'to the hiundred and pinth Psalm ; ‘which'some have very ‘properly fntitled
(the Iscdriot Psalm; because it treats of Judas, and his berraylug the Messizh,
;f“"d it is'so applied ‘by the “Apostle Peter, in the, Arst chapeér of the Avts'of the
- ‘apostles;  "'Where he'is (reating of thie fall of Judas, and says, « Mién and
brethren, this Seripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the 1inly Ghost, by.
the mouth of David, spake before concerning Judas, ‘which was euide o thém
“-'%}1!911 ook Jesus:  For he was numbered with us, and Kad obitained part of this
ministry.”  And he makes an‘application of thissubject thus 1 ¢“For itis written in
- the Book of Psalins, Let his habitation be desolate, and lét no man dwéll therein;
. and. his bishoprick let another take.’ Whith are almost'the very words of the
_ sixthY seyenth, eighth, and ninth verses of the hundred and ninch Psalm. ‘The
* + ‘vaiation of the words neither alters the subject or meaning of them. It follows
frosh hence, that Judas had been spoken of in' the Seripturés as an apostate, who
" wolld be'the betrayer of the Messiali. 'That he would bring on himselfa most:
tremendous curse. - That he would be in his owni pepson an éxceration.. Our Lord
must paturally be conceived as referring to this here, therefore he says, all this fell
cut just'so, thiat the Seripturé might be fulfiled. Tt forétold this by way of prophecy,
mahy ages before it was accomplished. ' What'is written and foretld therein can
‘never fall to the ground, This hath fallen out in the event, fmost truly, accordin
o the prediction,™ It is theréfore accomplishéd in. this person, in his case and
+"elrcumstance, from whence it, appears no one single word in the. Sacred Volume of
'Flol 1'; Seriptuie, ean fall to the ground.  From hénce our Lord gives an‘account of
the fall of Judas from the apostolical office, and falling into hell.  He'ls here styled, |
o ke the Son of Perdition,”. 1A title, no whiere in all the Book of God given to anyg!
 beside, but the Pope of Rome ; and he is alo'styled, the Son of Perdition, 21hess, ©
1. 3. And Peter, speaking of Judis, whom _zlh;'isi stylés the Son of Perdition,
vo| o expressly says, that Judas ¢ by transgression fell, that he might go to hisown place.”
| Which can ‘be ‘none other than hell.” Those that thou gavest me 1 have kept,
{  and none, (or not onez, of them isilost, but the Son of Perdition, that she Scripyure
| might be fulfilled.”  We may learn from’ hence, that it ‘is most- clearly witneszed
l in __L_iw Word of God,’that some are ordained to eternal life, and some are fore-ap- -
] . pointed to eternal death. - Thar all is hixed in the Divine decree; otherwise, How
1
[

)

1 eame it to pass, Judas should be fore-signified in prophecy as ihe very individual
¢ person who shglg' betrdy Christ, if all this wis not the fruit of Bivine predestina-
‘tiond It istev

¢ day realized that afl things are known unte God; and thut all
. thingsf4ll out miost exactly according to the Divine will!  1f 5o, allthings must be.
' ‘appointed. It is expressly said, ¢ fle worketh all things after‘the counsel of his o
own will.” Ephes, 1,41, Eventhe deatn of 'Christ, and those who. were the ve) |
') Immédiale perpetrators thereof, Péter decldves, respecting Herod and Pontius
. / Pilate, with the Geniiles, ¢ Aud the'pople of Igrael, were gathered rogether, for
[ to do whatseever. the liand and counsel of God determined before to be done.  Acts
s v, 97,98, If s, all the actons of men are under the direction of the'Lord,: That '
he oberrules all in man for 1 own glory.  God's decrees have nonflucrice on the
« wills and acrions of men; ‘yet God knows all the willsiand actiens of ten. ' And let |
¢ - us be willing, or unwilling, to believe and acknewledge it as we may, yet he who,
_declareth the end from the beginning, and from antient times the (Wings which are
not yet come, it 35 he whio saith, “ My counsel shall stand, 'an'_ci'{ will do sll my
pleasre,’’ From our Lord’s saying to Lis Diyine Father, ¢ Those that thow
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gavest me.T have kept; and none of them is lost, but,the: Sop of Perdition,” it is
expressive of his aaquiescencetherein. .And from’our Lord’s adding to it .these

- words, “ that the Sériplure might be fulfilled,” it shews the knowledge which he
had "&f, and also the use \which” he himself made of them. Indeed, hie was daily

cenversant with them. . e could incleed?ay, “Q how | love thy law, it is my *

meditation all the day. ,Thelaw of thy mouthis better unto me than thousands of
-£old and silver." " The/word Scripture, taken’ absolutely; genetally stands for” the
. Suercd Books of the Old and New Testament. 5 Did ye never read in the Scrip»
A ture?” Matt, xxi. 42; ¢ How then shall the Scripture be fulfilled?”. Matt, xxvi,
54, € All Seripture ik given by inspiratjon, of Gad, and-is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in vighteousness.”” 2 Tim. iii, 16, Yet |
coneewve what is strictly and graper]y Scripture, is what relates to the revelation,
andiprephecies, concerning Christ-in the Sacred Books. ' It is expressly said by

Matthew, speaking of selling Christ for thirty pieces of silver, then was fulfilled that .

which svas spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying, ¢ And-they took the thirty piecesof

silverythe price of him rhat was valued, whoin they of the children of Israel did valie,
and gaye them for the Potter’s field, as the Lord appointed me,” chap, xxvi. 9, 10,
Now this isnot tobe found in Jeremial, but itisin Zech. xi. 12, 13, Thé Jewssay, the
spirit of Jeremiali rested on Zechariah. Mr./Romaine, and others, say it was spoken
by the prophet Jeremiah, and written by Zechariah, But what I quate it for is, that
Seripture must: more immediately relate to prophecy, And as a proof of it,.I
would quate the following passage, Mark says, *¢ And the Scripture was fuldlled,
svhich saith, and he was numbered with the ‘transgressors,” chap. xv. 25. The
Scripure referred to is Isaiah lili, 12.° “¢And he was numbered  withthe trans-
gressors.”  As this is a prophiecy, and it is styled so by way of eminency, 80 is also
‘what our Lord here alludes unto, when he says, "'-&nne of ‘them s lost, but 'the
_ Son of Perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled,”” " Let these things be duly
and properly considered by us, and we shdll see beauty, harmohy, and tmth, most
closely connected together in our Lord’s words, ¢ Of those thou gavest me 1 have
Tost none, but the Son of Perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled.” | It may
be observed by us, that amidst all the glorious things which our Lord before, and
after speaks of, yet in the hearing of his favoured tew, he'speaks out béfore them
‘concermng the atwful state of Judas, - if such a one was in the/Church over which
- Christ himself presided as ([;)astor,_ we learn from hence, thar God will have it so,
that in his Churches, the Gospel ‘being as a'net which gathereth of every kind,
“some; shall be congregated among the Lord’s real people,iwho will be everlastingly
separated from them, and unto whom Chri;t will one day say unto them, .0 never
knetw you, depart from me all ye workers of iniquity.” 1 would enly add, Christ

will, and does take care to discriminate between such as are his, and such as are
mot, The elect obtain the true knowledge of Jesus, \ancl salvation, and the rest are

blinded,” ;<

, The' Founder Bﬁd&?ﬂ opened, or the Arcanum of Wesleyanisi
e D-zlsg%sed; a new edition. ‘By Jehn Macgowan. |« .

Wz well remember reading_ﬁlis pamphlet ;vlien' we;_were.'ladé, and

do not forget the impression it made upon us ; for if ever kndvery, -

* bypocrisy, and consummate wickedness, could be combined in '

one man, it certainly was in the character held up here by Mr.

Macgowan. Not a. perfection in' saintship, but a perfection in

sinnership. But lgt him alone, he is gone to his place, and we
Ems't soon follow to give ‘an account of the deeds done in’the
Qdy. A ArEe ‘ s T g
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The Fathers, the Reformers, and the Public' Formularies, of the

Church of England, in harmony with Calvin, and. against the

- Bushop of Lincoln ;. to which is prefived a Letier tothe Archbishop
i cof Canterbury on the Suliject of this Controversy. By a Layman.

" According to our promise we come again, to this delectable treat,

and ‘it is with the greatest pleasure we proceed to: lay before our

readers an extract or two more. ' On considering sucha work, it is <

satisfying to observe the energy of the human understanding, and
the superiority of truth rising above art and figesse. The pro-
duction before us will bear us out in saying, without any euloginm,
that the' author is a most able combatant for the task ; lijs tone is
firm, his censures are manly, his affections are strong.  Instead of
resting his caube upon general argument, or endeavoring to dazzle

or lead away his readers with rhetorical splendour, or ‘a play of

words, he makesa direct appeal to uncontrovertible facts, which

immediately reach the heart and understanding.

As a further specimen of the author’s judgment and manner,

‘may be cited the following extract from the Church of England,

“and from Calvin. This gentleman goes on to say,

‘with a few observations.”

_Dr. Tomline asserts; that the Church of England is ANTI-cAnVINISTIC.
Perhaps the shortest method of overturning his Lordship’s position is by establish~
ing an opposite oné. Lo effect this scarcelyany thing will be requisite but a selec-
tion and comparison of extracts from dilferent writings. ;

1 shall therefore proceed, without further introduction, to ddduce passages fror
Calvin’s Institutes of the Civistian Religion, which contain his semimenlﬁ on Ori-
ginal 8in, Free Will; Regeneration and Sanctification by the Hely Spirit,! Justifica-
tion, Faith, Good Works, Predéstination, and Election; and which, I apprehend,
also express the sentiments of Calvinists ia general on these important subjects. ' In

.comparison with these will be exhibited extracts from the Formularies of the
And in conuwrast to the extracts from both these sources, es-

Church of England.
pecially the latter, ‘I shall make some quotations from his Lt_:td;hip, accompanied

| CHURCH OF ENGLAND.
& ORIGINAL sin standeth not in the
following of Adam (as the Pelagians do
vainly talk ;) but it is the'fault and cor-

- ruption of the nature of every man, that

naturally is engendered of ‘the offspring

from driginal riphteousness, and is of his

‘own nature inclined to evil, so that the

flesh lusteth always contrary 1o the spirit;
and therefore in every person born into
this:world, it deserveth God’s wrath and
damhation,~—rs. 'Y,

“ We be, of ourselves, of such ea_rt'li !

as can bring forth mothing but weeds,
nettles, brambles, briars, cockles, and
darnel.  Qur fruits be declared in the

5th chaptes to the Galatians, We have .

neither, faith, charity, hope, patience,

. chastity, nor any thing clse that good is;

*

of ;\dgm, whereby man is very far gone |

CALVIN. ‘"
“ ORIGINAL sin s an hereditary
deprayity and corruption of our nature,
diffused through all the faculties of the
soul ; rendering us obnoxious to the wrath
of, God, and producingin us thpse works'

which ‘the Scripture calls works of the -,

flesh. . Al

¢¢ These two things should be distinct-
ly observed s first, that our nature being
so.entirely vitiated and depraved, we are,
on account of this very cortuption, con-.
sidered as convicted and justly condemn-
ed in the sight of (od, to whom nothing

is'" acceptible’ ‘but' righteousness, inno-!
¥

cence, and purity. | ;
¢ 'The other thing to be remarked is,
that this depravity never ceases in g,
buc is perpetually producing new fruits,
those works of the flesh which-we have
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but of God; and therefoue ‘these virtues already described, like the emission of .

be called there, the fruits of the Holy' Rame and sparks from a heated furnace,

Ghost, and not the froits of man.—2 or like the stfeams of water from an un~
Hom. on the Misery of Many p. . failing ‘spring.  Wherefore, those whe* -

. Man of kis own natire is—only given have defined original sin as 4 privation
do wicked ﬂmﬂgkfs and euil deeds—} “of original righteousness, which we oughe
Hom, Whitsun,” ' to possess, thouch they comprise he

whole of the subject, yet have not used .

language sufficiently expressive 'of its

operation and influence., For our na-

! y © ture is not only destitute of all good; but

; i s is so fertile in all evils; that it cannot fe-
i : ) main inactive.”—Jusiit, & 2,6 1. 5. 8.

¢ Theninth articleis so very explicit, thatit seems scavcely possible’ to misappre«
hend any part of its meaning. F]:'n- two hundred and fifty years it has been un~
derstood to assert the total Foss of original integrity; and the entire corruption of
human ‘mature by the fall of Adam. . It was reserved for Dr. Tomline to discover
that this expression ¢ man ‘is very far gone from original righteousness” implies
that original righteensness is not entirely lost,” {p. 50+) lIn another work his Lord-
ship states, that when the 39 articles were compiled: and subscribed in 1562, they
© *¢were drawn up in Latin only; but in 1571 they were subscribed by the Members

of both Houses, bath in' Latin and English, and ‘therefore the Liatin and ‘English
‘copies are to b¢ considered as equally authentic.””  Consequently, weishould avail
ourselves of both, in order to ascertain the meaning with the utmost possible preci-
sion, The clause in the English article is so evidently at variance with the implica=
tion advanced by his' Lordship, thatitis difficult to conceive the possibility of such

an'inference being deduced from it by any ong not previeusly interested in warping

it from its veal meaning.’ But the expression in the Latin is still more conclusive
against him, ¢ Ab originali justitia quam longissime distet’—which, with all due
submission, I venture 1o translate, ¢ man is gone to the farthest possible distance
from original righteousngss.” « But what degree of righteonsness.can be: possessed
by those who are gone to the farthest possible distance from it, remains for his Lord=

ship o ascertain.  If, after reading the foregoing: implication; a person could feel ',

surprise at any thing advanced by his Lordship, it would be at his assection, ¢ that
thisis the plain and obvious sensé. of the passage.”’—The Bishop tells us, that ¢ the

Assembly of Divines inithe reign of Charles the First proposed to omit,the words

¢ man is very far gone from origmal rightécusness,” and to substitute for them, *man
is wholly deprived-of original riglhiteousness.”—And it is curions to observe, that he
imputes this proposal to an attachment ¢ to the peculiar tenets of Calvin,” and a
wish' ¢ to reform our articles according to the Calvinistic Creed.” 'But the above
extract shows that Calvin did’not altogethier approve of this definition ; and whether
therarticle required ‘any alteration to conform it to the Calvinistic Creed, no reader
of the passapes can be ‘at any loss to/decide, S B
Dy, T. turther insists, that * the'article doesnot pronounce, with the Calvinjsts,

“ ¢ that man of ' his own nature can perform nothing but evil.” - If any reasonable” '
" dotibt could be entertained respecting the meaning of the article,it must be entirely

removed by this passage from the Homilies which contain the same sentiment, and
nearly in the sanie language liere condemned as Calvinistic.”

This‘is the manner in which this able combatant goes on, and
completely overthrows all the Bishop’s artillery. . From the whole

of this examination, the author deduces the following important .

summary :

. The more ahy one examines and reflects upon his Lordship’s book, the more
maryellaus and unaccountable it appears.. Let us only suppose, that gome waggish,
and not very scrupulous, enemy of the Church, had formed the design of givingit a



2

" S %
P | v L

498 THE  GOSPEL MAGAZINE, s :
sceret wound, and ai the same time playing off, what in the dialect of the town would

be called, .a Hoaz apon ‘the jpublic.  Is it easy to conceive of any method more |

adapted to.the attainment of sucl e2p object than the composition and publication of
a book, caricaturing and vilfying the genuine doctrines of the Liturgy Articles and
Homilies, ;asserting some of the most opposite and heterogeneous principles to bé
really. those of the Ecclesiastical Establishment and of its vencrable Fathers and
Reformers, and exhibiting the most dutiful sons -and best friends of the Churchi in
. the present day as advocates of heretical tenets and eficonvagers of licentions ton -
duct? . Yetsuch is the true character of this volume of his Lordship, whon riéver.
theless we cannot suspect of being otherwise than ¢ seriousin ‘a serious cuuse, ” ar-
of entertaming the most distadft design of hestility to the Church, to which he lies
under the strongest obligations to cherish and manifests the warmest attachiment.
_#¢.I haye now closed the evidence intended to be adduced of the Harmonv of the
Doctrine of the Fathers Reformers and Public Formularies of the Church of Bng-
_ Iand with the system mainrained by Calvin. Toaddute ali that conld be callected
would require many volumes. - ts proper to remark, that the conformity ofsenti-
ment, befween our English Fathers and Reformers dnd the Reformer or-Genevas
really extended furiher than has here been stated.  Several of their writings con-
tain proofs of their coincidence with Calvin in what are generally considered by

- Anti-Calvinists as the most objectionable of his opinions ;, though, ¥ke him, they res
frained from introducing these points inte Articles of Faith, intended to express the;

ﬁrand:.doc-rrines. in which all the Ministers of the Church were expected to agree;. |

nd the quotations hexe adduced have been selected with.a direct view to the design

. of the present work, which is to show the Harmony of the Fathers, Reformers, and

Public: Formularies of the ,Church of England with: Calvin, in’ those p_ril;_c'lgies

which have bedn adopted' by Calvinists in general, and usaally denominated Cal-
vinistic. oy ! yib y f e i ;

- & cannoteoncliude without reminding the reader of the narrow ground that I have
taken, and remarking, that many of the tenets avowed by the Bishop appear to me
as irteconcilable with the  plain decisions of Scripture;and with just practizal views
of human: nature, as with the' Formularies of the Ghurch ; and on .the other hand,
awvithout pledging myself to the propriety of every expression in the numerons
-.qu_m;;ioils hete adduced against his. Lordship, that many of the sentiments, which
he opposes, are such as in ‘my apprehension capaot be rejected, without rejecting

© . lor:‘misinterpreting various passages of the Sacred Scriptures.. But this ground of

‘discussion, except so far asit may have been included in the foregoing extracts, [
leave to the occupation'of persons capable of doing it ample justice. 1 will add,
hewever, that many cof- the principles impugned by his Lordship are those in which
WickpiFre and ZuiNgLE, LurHeER and CaLvinN, MELANCTHON and

i Beza, Cranver and RipLey, Larimer and JEWELL, with a host of ex-
‘cellent predetessors and suceessors, notwithstandiag their minor differences, were
all agreed: ‘Principles, which in every age of the Church laye been made instru-
“mental, by the Divine blessing, in the moral and spiritual regeneration of men ;—
" Principles, swhich have arrested some of the most abandoned profligatesin -their
career of iniquity,—which have exchanged the justest apprehensions of future
vengeance for well grounded confidénce iin the Divine. mercy,—which have
‘“animated the human breast with the purest aud most exalted piety,—which have
insP-ifled the heart i_vith most disinterested, ardent, and expansive philanthropy,—
“which have adorned ‘the' life with® every 'virtue,—ivhi_ch ave alleviated present
. sufferings with the prospect of endless enjoy_menrs,—--iyhicl‘l. when the _eires have been
clesng on the seenes of earch have opened them on the beauties of Paradise; and
while the' body has been sinking amidst the swoonings of death have caused the
spirit to beat high with the pulsations of immortality ;—Principles, which:at this
hour are calling fordi the noblest energies of Chrisrizns of varfous denominations,
fortring unions and: prompting exertions imexampled and untheught of in past ages,
_—exertions that bid fair to realize the apocalyptic wision of ‘¢ an angel flying in the
midst of Heaven,” Rev, xiv, 6. to circulate the Word of [ife in every linguage, tv
instruct the ignorant and reform the yiciony in every lagd. i g i
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#¢ For the freedom with which I have animadverted on some of the pasitions of
the learned Prelate, I make no apology ; Itrust 1 liave pot forgotten that the sub. |
ject of my animadversions is the work of a Scholar, 2 Gentleman; and a Protes-
tant Bishop—though 1 dm constrained to add, a work which contains passa -es
sufficient to justify ‘a' suspicion, whether his Lordship niay not sométimes have ex-
perienced a momentary eblivion of the obligations resulting from those ¢haracters,
Whatever be the respect due to rank or function, the claims of ttuth are paramount
to eveny othtr consideration™; and ought never to be compromised or waved,
even in appeardnce, by complimentary concessions pr apologies. Ifthe charges

. of mistake, misrepresentation, and inconsistency, here brought against his Lord-

ship, be incortect and. groundless, no apslogy ought to redeem them from the
eensure which in that case they justly deserve. But if these charges #ave heen estab-

* lished, or if they can be established, something more than’ apelogy is due from his

Lordship to'the Public, to his Clergy, to 'his Metropolitan, and. above all, to the
Supreme Master whom he professes to f serye with his spirit in the Gospel of his

: Son,’" for having written and published such a Book.

¢ I shall now’ conclude with expressing my sincere desirés, that it may please
Almighty and Everlasting God, 'who alone workeéth great marvels, to send down
upon all Bishops, Priests, and Deacons, the healchful spirit of hiy grace,~—to bring
into the way of truth all such as have erred and are deceived,—to luminate them
with the knowledge and understanding of his Word,—t6 replenish them with the
truth of his doctrine; and to endue them with innocenee of life, that both by ‘their
preaching and living they may set it forth and show it accordingly;—~to give them
all those heavenly graces that are requisite for their high trust, that his work may
prosper in their hand, that they may be made blessed instruments of advancing
hig ‘truth ; that heresies and false dactrines may not (disturh the peace’ of the
Churchy but that all the congregations committed to their charge, hearing meckly
his Word end receiving it svith pure aflection, may be led into the way of wuth,
and hold the faith in upity of spirit, in the bond of peace, and in righteonsness qé
life; 'that truth and justics, brotherly kindness and charity, devotion and piety, ©
concord’and . unity; with all” ether virtues, may be' the stability of qur times, and

“make this Church a praise in the earthf.”

. We shall close this review by prayidy, t‘hat'evtzryijte“srant
Church and the houschold of faith may rise above the puny effe-
minacy of modern faith, and mount up jnto the bold and manly

The Scripture Doctrine of Grace Vindicated ; being Remarks on
: . & Calvinism. Refuted,” by the Bishop of Lincolnm

We have only here to acquaint our readers, that these Remarks
have recently been printed in our Work, and eertainly rank high
in merit. _ Indeed, while we baye such able writers in the cause of
God and truth, we find our superiority over every other periodical
religious publication, Several written testimonials have ‘been
received in attestation of the merit of thisperformance, and as
an unanswerable defence of the Doctrines of Grace, which have .
induced our Printer to put them into a separate book, in order for

* Amicus Plato, amicus Socrates, sed magis amica Veritasy

+ Morm. Prayer—Litan —Prayer for Ember Weeks—Prayer for 25 Qutisen
Frayer for all conditions—Prayer for 5th November, -
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" These ¢ ReEmaRks” upon the Bishop of Lincoln’s Calvinism,
‘written by a venerable Minister of Christ, and the preceding Work
written by a Layman of the first-rate abilities, are, in pur opinion,
~atwo-fold cord that ean never be broken. . The one containing the
“most yivid and precedented documents, from the Fathérs, the
Reformers, and, the Public’ Formularies, of a sound Protestant
Church, all in unison to that faith once delivered to the saints. The -
“other document taken frofn the fountain, of all trath, namely, the
Scriptures:  Thus these two gentlemen have wielded the sword of
- truth, of masly'argument, and of indisputable facts; weapons, from
which must shrink error, sophistry, and misrepresentation.
dn Inquiry anto the original and modern application of the Statute
' of the late William and Mary, commonty called the Toleration
Act, By the author of Hints on Toleration, ' b

!, Purs pamphlet was written: for the spur of the moment, when it

.

© was in contemplation of some of the members of the Legislature to
éncroach upon the privileges of the' Dissenters, as handed down
and gu;lrﬁut;éeﬂ' to them at the Revolution” |+ = ! :

- Amidstall the hue and ery of infringing upon the liberties: of a
Protestant Dissentgr, we verily believe there would not have been
found one member of the Legislature daring enough to propose. the

- most distant restriction, if it had not been for a number of preachers
- prowling up and down, who were a disgrace even to a company of
fidlers. ' Some years ago we augured, from the conduct/of such a
description of character, vhich had been made known to us from
various quarters, that we were apprehensive, that the Legislature
would be obliged to interfere.  We trust the good sense of religious
people will fix their own boandaries and restrictions, and pray to .
the Lord of the harvest to keep back such men from presumptuously
touching the ark of the Lord. " N

. ]
! | e — T ———

A Check for Lordly Pastors; a Letter to Mr, Jokn Stevens, con- -
" taining vemarks on lis conduct as a preacher. By William
Vi Hoxwell. g - 2l AR b ot R e
Tais appears to be a squabble between a Pastor and a Deaton,
the latter charges bim with usurpation,'as only wishing to be'a
servant ; but' no sooner had he got his feet in the stirrups, than he
~attempted to be Lord and. Mdster; to which he adds ingratitude,
and acting in a double character. . AT
- He says he esteems bis ministry, but does not like to hear him
speak shghtingly of authors and commentators ; because when he,
(Eiﬂ Pastor,) first began to preach, his knowledge in Divine things
awas small, and his abilities less, so that he was much indebted to
* aythors, and that he even went so far aste buy a Selectwon of Sermons
which are published to learn young men how to preagh,.

‘ i

L1 x , ._,-
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‘These are among, several other reasons, and his causing a' Mr.
Collins to be cut orr, made him determine ‘to withdraw from such
a connection.  But while he was thus making up his mind, behold,
be himself was cuT orr! S A ri ; _
* . This surgical amputation was done by this said Pastory»who he
was the means, he tells us, of elivating to a salary of upwards of
|\ THREE HUNDRED AND FIFTY POUNDs A YEAR ; before'he procured
it to him, he used to compliment and call him,” Dear brother in
bonds suPERNATURAL and ETERNAL! butiin seven months after he
had'got his situation; from the stirrups on the saddle, he addressed
him, and called him DEVIL. W A
There are many more charges interspersed in this pamphlet, but
we really sicken in the perusal. What a Jamentable consideration
is it to- find such schisms in a religious body of people ; ministers ~ *
under the caprice of their hearers, and hearers under the tyranny of ~ ;
their teachers. ~Sutely such divisions, and sub-divisions, are set
on foot by the arch enemy, in order to strengthen his owmn
' dominion, ok ; S 1 4\
These contentions bring torour mind aremark of Mr. Newton’s, \
where lie says, ¢ In the Establishment we know little of these diffi- |
« culties ; we are not so much, at the mercy ‘of our hearers for our |
subsistence ;  and though we' probably predch to some who are |
wiser and better, as well asricher than purselves, we have no |
hearers who asstime a right to direct us, or whom we should stand \
in fear of if we did. For my own part; (he says) I wish to have a
'spirit willing to_profit by a hint; even from a child, and to pay
attention to the advice of any person, who speaks to me in love
and in a right temper. Among us, the ministers are not afraid of
their people, nor are the people under any controul by . their
ministers—to their own Master in heaven, they stand or fall.2 =

Correspondence occasioned by the Refusal of Thomas Wilson, Esq.
to gdmit Mr. A, Callender to Church Communion at Tunbridge -
Chapel. _ : B e . '

. Inthe foregoing pamphlet we have a charge made, in‘the writer’s
- wiews, against what he calls a Zordly Pastar; we have in the present
a remonstrance something similar, made fo a manager of a place of
worship,. under whose mandate it seems hoth priest and people
are ruled. I - : : ‘ ;
The complaint i$ as follows : Mr. Callender attending a place of
‘worship, called Tynbridge Chapel, was denied admittance to the
table of the Lord ; after pressing far the reason, he. was informed
it was owing to his illiberal and unjust reflections on two ministers,
~ namely, that they did not preach the Gospel, and that such a dis-
"+ position of mind would certainly be prejudicial to the interests of
religious ugion,, The complainant replies as follows : Lt
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.« In answer to this, ] gead guilty i'es?ecting one § wnd how far the followiug
sentiments ;;'Sgree with the Gospel, I appea! 10 the law and to the testimony. His
text was, ¢ Sanctify yourselves, and come with me to-the sacrifice.’—Now, every

one that is born again by the spirit of the living God, knows, the sanctification here

spokc_n of, is '_Onlx a ceremonial sanctification, according to the then law, but which
never ¢ould sanciify the sinher’s unbelieving hard heart;—ba(. youe gentleman
treated the subjectin such 2 way, as if'Wwe still had a latent power, through those
ceremonials, to sanctify ourselves s—and to show what were his views of  the (full) -
atonement and sacrifice of Christ, I will give you them in his own words. He
called the artention of the audience, by impréssively saying, ¢ I will show you the
- difference ‘between Cain ard Abel’s sacrifice ; Abel’s was according to the com-

mand; for he offered the body of an animal ;' but Cain’s was oaly the first-fruits of -

the ground, and not ‘acceptable as the animal’s, not bring commpided; and Cain
also failed, in not offering his offering with due temperament of mind ;*--so then, '
. the acceptance or rejection of those men, was owing to what they offéked, and not
. by faith in the blood of the everlasting Covenant, ; : y T
-7 # But what saysthe Holy Ghost inthe eleventh of the Hebrews, and fourth verse 2
# By faith, ‘Abel offered unto God a mpre gxcellent sacrifice than Cain, by which
« he obiained yitness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifis;’ Abel, there-
/fore, was! justified, and his offering accepted, not because his sacrifice was an
| atital, but because he was made partaker of the faith of God's elect, which takes
- hold of the blood and righteousness of Jésus, for nis complete justification, sanctifi
cation, and ucceptance in thesight of a just end holy God. * Now;' 8ir; inasmuch
as your gentleman did not lay down this foundation as the fallen sinner’s ondy hope,
ance more [ aver, he preached not the Gospel ; but that Xind of Gospel that Paul
speaks ofin the 1st chapter of the Galatians, veérse 6, “he marvels that they are
s0 soonvemoved from him' that called thein into the grace of Christ, unto anither
Gospel;’ andiadds, <¢ there be some that trouble, you, and would pervert the Gospel
of (ﬁxris’c‘,' and the Holy Ghost by Paul says, ¢let them be a.c;-:urs_sgi-’-—--l say Amen.”
Mr. Callender then gives a statement of his belief, his views ap-
pear to us consistent with the faith of God's elect, aslaid down 1n
the Scriptures.’ However, his sab-pastor lets him know, however
some of his'views might ‘be 'correct, he nevertheless objects ‘to his
describing that Thrist’s sacrifice, as atoning for ‘4all oar sips,
past prosent and to come ;7 and also, that “the electing love of .
God, is Jaid down in the Scripture as the foundation of a sinner’s
hope ;" apd likewise his notuxging, that it is the puTy of sinwzgs
o repent and belicoe the Go;ll)_él.” v 'Here the cortespondence closes -
with a few more lines from My. Callender, explanatory of his faith
and confidence. ' i A A o
Upon the whole, this gentleman appears to be of the old school;
thay—Why, we would ask, wish te associate with the new? The
plan at the present day is to smooth and to gloss over these doctrines
which are: mimical to. the pride of man—predchers who even pro-
fess a creed superior’ to whom they stile carnal préashers, do
nothing else but play, tickle,’ and tantalize the unconverted ; they
call tpon the perverted language of Scriptiure, Mdke you a new”
heart and-a new spirit, for why will ye die; O house of 1srael !
! f " s : TS P
L O [} A ]
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" Thee in his truth may Jesus lead,

/e ). G,
o =

r A

De sk unknown Frignd—gonstrain’d by

love ! ks
I #¢take my pen” to thee ;

“And O may Jesus, from above, '

My “ guide and pilat” be,

Blest Spirit ! thy sweet influence sead
Toiwaft my batk aloog:

O tunc my harp; and li_lm,m’-Fl‘iﬂ;‘ld,
Accept the Pilgrim’s song,

Of eloudy days and smiling skies
I sing—a ‘chequr’d scene | :

Where hilisof sacred pleasures rise,
And sorrows roll between. v

Oer blooming wilds,thro’ yerdant meads,
Or near some peaceful stream, .

I sing, as sweet experience leads ;
Redeeming Love, my theme

The troubles of my pilgrimage,
The soul-delights 've known

Let these awhile thy thoughts engage,
These, haply like thy own. '

Grace be to thee; and mercy speed

My “fellow-traveller ;

Nor suffer thee to err,
Mgly’st thou, rejoicing, still go on .
o know the FATHER’s love;.
/To trust the merits of the Son,
And Spir1T’s influence prove.

Safe may Jenovan guide thy feet
To realms of endless day ; :

And often, with communion sweet,
Refrush thee by the way. -

When, at his throne, ’tis well with thee,
A word for Pilgrim say;* :

When on the mount, reniember me,
Aud ¢ for a Pilgrim pray.”

.RE-J_)EBMING LOVE. '_ X
(Continued from Vol. V. page 189.)
PART IL
(To 1. G)
E'er since, by faith, I saw the stream,
Chrisl’s floaving wounds supply,
Redeeming Jove zas been my theme,
Aud shatl be "t I die, »
) ' Cowreg,

#
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SwEET was the time when first T Heard
The Saviour’s pardoﬁing voice!
Him to all gthers | préferid,
- 'And glory’d in my cheice, °,
His gracious presence cdlm’d my fears,!
. And all'my soul subdu’d; . i
I wept, aud washi’'d his feet 'with tears
Of love and gratitude.,
Beneath his smile I sat, and sung 4
The wonders of his grace;
His love still dwelt upon my tongue,
And tun’d my lips o praise;
The memory of those happy days
Some mn{fczt does‘-s{ﬁggcz i
When, often since, in darksome ways «
I mourn my hidden Lord, " .
In bim such glory I beheld, &
Such majesty did view,
I almost wonder'd that the world
Could not, behold them too'l'
Fo{éetful of my wretched heart
hen lull’d in sin’s embrace,
I thought I could the world convert
To izsus, and his grace, '
All other loves 1 did disown, =
‘That charm’d my soul before,
And vow'd to worship him alone,
And only him adore.
‘He in my heart did wholly dwell,
My mitid on him was stay’d;
Nor earth, nor all the ‘pow’rs of hell,
.. Could make my soul afraid.
o more the world could me deceive,!
I liv'd so near my God ; :
Nor thought I ever should him leave;
~ 8o strong. my mountain stood !
But, ah! by sin seduc’d, I left
My first, my purest, love; -
When of my marriagejoys bereft
I sorrew’d like a dove,
1 call'd to mind my former vow
That'to the Lord I made; i
?Tyvas better withme then than now,
- ¢ And P'll return’;?—1I said. :
I rose, and rourd the city went
In search of him I lov’d ;
M ;‘ sighs abroad, in 'vain [ sent, -
or he was far rémov’d.
I adk’d the watchmen of the night
If they had seen my Lord ;
With heavy words they did me smite,
Nor comfort could afford,
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By legal works I fondly try'd
‘His presence to regain, 4
This caus’d him more his face to hide,
‘Which mdre increas’d my pain.
. "When helpless and distress’d I lay,
Oppress'd with fioomly grief, -
When quite bewilder’d in my way,
He ran to my relief, ;
On wings of sovereign love he flew,
(As when at first he came,) !
-Each preciolis promise did renew,
. And fann’d the sacred flame.
His mereies all my praise demand ;
His mercies still 1 prove! -
A wond’rous monument I stand
Of his unchanging love,
His love, immutably the same !
s fix’d on all his own, ;
And burns in one eternal flame;
Sublime as is his throne ! !
What though my wild affections range,
And would to idols join ! .
His know no shadow of a change
Nor fluctuate like mine, ;
What though my promises I break,
And them as oft renew !
- To his eternal praise 1 speak,,
His promises are true: .
Though oft I disbelieve my Lord,
And with-the flesh comply I
He’s ever faithful to his Word,
Nor will his grace deny,
Whene’er I fall, through him T xjse;
His mercy liftsmeup! = ©
He saves me from my enemics, |
And disappoints their hope. | |

When o'er my mind black térrors roll,

And Vm with fears distrest,
Fe speaks salvation to my soul,
And gives my conscience rest. .
When Jesis hides his lovely face,';
1 Mysoul in darkness mourns;
My refuge ishis Word of grace,)
"I'ill he again returns. :
When earth and sin eclipse his rays,
Gricf dots my thoughts employ;
*Till he again his beams displays, "
And turns my grief to joy. a4
When unbelief (in reasoning proud).
* 7 His gracious-presence veils,

He, glorious,breaks through every cloud,

And all my doubts-dispels.
4 Enliveping beams of quickening grace
Around my-path he throws;
Then, in the light of Jesus! face,
My soul rejoicing goss.
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His power and grace, in me display’d,
Become my shield and song ; '

In tribulations make me glad,

In weakness make me strong.

I joy in my infirmity

“That manifests his pow'r; .
His grace sufficient is for me
| In"every painful hour.

- In fiery trials, long and sore,

In conflicts with the foe,

- He makes me know myself, and more

Of his salyation know,
In lpersezutions for his sake,
n famine and distress,
He does me more than conqn’ror make
By his Almighty grace. At
Whenc’er on earth my foolish heart
Attempts to build its nest, |
He bids me rise and with it part,
For this 15 not my rest.

- When earthly riches spread their wings,

And creature-comforts fail,
He leads me to the living springs
Within the heavenly vall.
‘When foes against my sonl engage,
And friends deceitful prove, =
He, by his pow’r, restrains their rage, -
- And cheers 'me with his love,
Though the ungodly me reject,
Andhypogrites me hate'l
My God approves me his elect,
And on him'still I waic.
My calling, and election‘tos, ' .
¢ makes me ciearly see ; e

-He writes my aame among the féw

That heirs of glory be, .
Poor though 1 am, and mean; and base,
He's frecly chosen me, |

" That, rich in faith and every grace,

" His kingdom I may see..
He makes me i his besom lie !
He says'I’m 'his delight,

) Dear as the apple of his eye, d

_ And precious in his sigh,
He tellsme, and I often see, ;
.(And wonder how they should,)
That sorrow,pain, and poverty
. Are working for my good,
TFe says, that since his graee did give
His Son to die for me, :
His Providence will, while I lite,
My guide and guardian be;
Yer fears so strangély me; controul,
 That I, in some dark mood,
Can better trust him with my soul
Than for my daily food,
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© ¢ Praise tothe Lord ‘who quell’d’my foes,

When me forsin he does chastlse,-' i
- Hjs bowels o’er me move, =
He on me looks. with. pitying eyei, J
Stili resting in his leve. 12
+ 1 bear His frowns a lutie while,
,Sn.ll calting him, ¢ M}! God”
in 1 sharéimy i'ather s smile,
“And kiss xhe chast’ning rod.
- ‘When travélling in some gloomy path,
(As manya one I find,)
To God I cry,and think he h'uh
Forgotten to be Kind.
To some sweet promise/of my Lord g
I hasten with my grief, -
But no sweetpromise now affords
My tronbled soul relief.

I muse with wonderon the day’ -
When first my soul he wed,

Ang on the troubles of the way
Through which F've since been led.

Reviewing all his mercies o’er, |
I crymn plmmwe tone,
‘« W:LIYGod b gracious now no mare By}
« Are all his megeies gone?’ ./
. My troubles rising with my fears;
Like floods my soul enclose ;. -
Again [ Cry; but he-appears. '
Jot to'vegard my woes:
" Now Satan threatens‘to destroy!
My hopéy and lay me low;
And the proud waves of sj swell hjgh
To drewn my soul in woe:-
Ungodly ‘men, that, in their pride, '
Likemighty waters volly -}
Against me rise op eyery side,
o swallow up, my soul.:
F léok again.to God on hFh’
To God, my refuge still
Q| save mefrom my foes,” I cry,
< Nor leaye me to their will.”
To my requést his ear he bendls,
And, in the trying hour,
The angel of his presence sends,
And saves me from their pow'r..
He saves me when on danger’s brink ;
‘Then seems his hand so Eiam,
That; in my ecstasy, I thin
I neer shall doubt again. :
¢ [1ad not'the Lord'been on my ude »
Then I rejoicing say,
¢¢ Satan had all my hope destroy d,
¢ And made my soulhis prey..
,*¢If on my'side God had riot been,
<« And fled to my relief, i
! #¢ O’er me had roll’d the waves of sin,
* And, floods of endlesy grief,

¥
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¢ And did their rage controul, |

' ¢ When theproud waters round me | Tose:

¢ T'o overwhelm my soul.

e M; soul, that’s like some flutt ﬁng blrd :

st scap *d the fowler’s snare,
¢ Shall praise the goodness of the Lord,
iee And all his love declare.”’—

" Nor men, nor deyils, hell;, nor earth;.

With all their rage and art,:

“Nor sin, nor Satan, life, nor death,

My soul from Chist can part.’

In all my avanderings, griefs, and cares '
On this terrestrial ball,

God’s everlasting merey bears
My soul above them all

" Blest with the treasures of his| grace, !

My soul is rich indeed !

: Nor envies what the great possess,

In all my worldly need.

Their riches, hanours, and their joys,
Are earthly, and deca}',

But mineare treasur’l in the s]ues,
And neter dissolve away. ¢

M{]soul mounts upward to a crown

nfading in the skies, '

And looks with sweet indifference down

On all earth’s golden toys. -

* Enroll’d among God’s chosen ones,

Her heavenly birth she sings; .
And pities emperors on their thranes ;
Those little' shining things! =

" With liviag fruit, and heav’nly’ I)read.."

And manna from: abovey
With honey from the rock, Pmfed;
. The barquet of his love !
O faitlvs celestial food I eat,’
And draw fresh vigowr thence,
Noy prize the dainties 1';}; the great,
/The luxuries of sénse ! 4
He makes me drink his richest wine— :
“The blood that freely flows
From the fair clusters of the vite
That in heaven’s garden grows!

. He, from this cottage of my clay,

spirit will remove;

' And { his glory shall survey

In brlghtcr worlds,above.

" In a fair mansion, highin blm.

I shall his fove adore,
When earthly towers and palaces
* Are sunk, to rise no merg,

At Jesus® feet I take niy'glacé. o

And wait, atientive sti ot
To catch the words of heavenly grlce ¥
That from his lips distil;
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#Tis all T ask to hear my Lotd, ¢ The::['%oiﬁting‘ to 2 erown—he says,
And his dear face to view ! f, o ¢ This radiant prize is thine,

T cavet not to preachl bis Word, . 17 ¢ To glcr.'k thy head for thee it stays;
Nor envy those that do. * The gift of Jove divine !

“With him content I passtheday . 1 “ A golden harp is strung for thee,

In sacred solitude; ¢ A mansion is preparid; ~ i
‘Where not my sins can find theway, . ¢ My blissful smile thy heaven shall be,
Nor Satan dares intrude. 5 My glory thy reward, i
With joy I meditate his Word, “ Here shalt thou bathe in joys Diyvine,
Where sweef salvation springs f And sorrow know no more ;-
Or sit conversing with my Lo + ¢ Here life eternal shall be thine,

On high eternal things.  When time with thee is o’er.”? |
When noise and yanity depart, *“Ah! Lord,” Lery, ¥ and can such bliss
And heavenly silence veigns, - . - ¥ Beelerreservid forme, |

To me he opens all his heart, $ “ For, mg, who scarce know what it is
And teli:ﬁs dying pains. < To think of heaven and thee ?

e bids his chariot downward roll, < If 'such: the blisy thou do'st intend, '

. And brings his glories near, : ¢ 'The glory now bestow,

And, in a inoment, wraps my sl “ Nor Iet;my soul again descend
Beyon:l this dusky sphere. I ¢ To yon’ dark-world of woe—

On fiery wheels of faith and love ¢ To yon’ vile earth, where wretches bold

" Fe hears me to the skies, ! “ Thy heavenly truths blaspheme,

And shews me all the choir above, “ Where mortals tug and fight for ngd
In their immortal joys. “ And honour's aicy dream, _

U};.caught to Paradise, I hear -/ As he who, in a fiery.car,
Unutterable things, A “ High up to glory rode,

And view the shining angels there, ¢ So now translate my soul afar |
Beside the bubbling springs; ¢ From eartly’s corrupt dbade,

I stretch my lofty wing, and, now “ My God! if it be possible,
See ecstasies unknown, X ¢ Vouchsafe me my request 5

See 4ll the fansom’d spirits bow .4 I ot} Lwait thy soyercign will,
Before th’ eternal throne. ¢ For what thou do’st is best,

Enraptur'd with the wond'rous sight,  « But short or long my future days,
1 ask him whence they came, « Thy presence don’t remove,

And: how their robes so spotless white,  “ Gild them with glory’s dawning rays;
So glorious, became ! - - * And crown them with thy loye,

e F'rom tribulations ureat,”” says he,  “And when deathbreaks the vitalstrings,
¢¢ They reach’d the coasts of light ; ¢ Dear Sayiour! smile on me;

« By faith they ain’d the vittory, ¢ Ler angels take me on their wings,
<« And 'wash"«% their garments white. ¢ And waft my soul to thee”

¢ To watblé sweet celestial strains . 1 To which the Lord—¢ Tho’ in my hands

¢ To these bright seats they're ¢ome . €¢I hold heaven’s sov’reign keys,
¢¢ Thro'flaming fires,and torturing paing,  Tis not in him who all commands.

¢ And inward martyrdem, + . To alter his decrees, ’
« Their souls, from sin and sorrow free, ¢ Thy fix’d appointed time below

¢« Adore the bleeding Lamb ! © ¢ With humble patience wait,
¢ Their righteousness is all of me, ¢ Nor once presume to pry into.
v« And [their glory am. 3 ¢ The volume of thy fate,
« A kingdom of supreme delight “ Yet longer thou the cross must bear

¢ I 1o tny ransom’d give; : <¢ ki’re thop receiv’st the crowns
< And starry rabes and honours bright ¢ The'saints that sing in glory here,

« My saints from me receive, ¢ Their weeping days have known.
«¢ T such prepar’d for all my own, ¢« He that would reign must suffer 100 ;
.« Before I form’d the world, '\ .1 % 8o does my will ordain!

s¢ Or Satan from his towering throne # The grace thatcrowns the ‘conquén':r
« Into perdition hurl'd.” . ‘¢ The warrior shall sustain, )

1

\
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“ When thou hast suffer’d yet awhile,
# My will shall perfect thee ;-

431

Shall T, of grace so rich and free,
"At lasta happy sharer be? -

“ Deuth shall release thee from thy toil, Then heav'n shall hear, while I rejoice,

¢ And thou shalt reign with me. .

< Be faithful unto death ; und hence
“ My power and glory show ;
¢ Hold fast thy hope and confidence,
¢ Nor let my docurine go.
‘¢ When thou hast overcome—to thee
¢ 1'll give from earth to rise,
£ And eat of life’s immortal tree,
‘¢ That grows in Paradise.”

(To be Concluded,)
i

THE COVENANT.

¢ Although my House bé not so with

Upon the hills of Paradise.
i PHILO.
s — 3
LOVE TO CHRIST.
John xxi. 17, 1 Peterii. 7.
AxT thou not dear unto my heart? |
Lord! search my heart, and see;
Aund from it tear the trait’rous part
* That doeg ot worship thee.
Does not my soul with rapture bound
To praise thy gloriotis name,

~ And dwell with transport on the sound,

While I thy grace proclaim?

Deoes not thy love my heart controul,
And tune each vital cord ?

God, yet with me, &c.” 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. Thou that survey’st my inmost soul,

BeTweEw the Father and the Son,
Before the first of moments run,

A Covenant of Grace was made,

In which are stores of blessings laid.
The Father did the terms devise,

The Son with ready heart complies;
The Spirit brings the blessings down,

Thou know’st I love thee, Lord 1

Thee does my soul mast richly prize
Beyond what earth can give! '
Thou art the center of my joys,
In thee alone I live! =

Yes,—thou art precious to my heart 5
ce all my powers adore;

And to the Christian makes them known. But when I see thee as thou art,

The Christian and his treasures are
Secur’d in Christ, without his care,
There's ev'ry thing we want in store,
And what can we desire more, .
From this well order’d Cov’'nant, we
Receive our ev’ry blessing free;

All, from the greatest to the lcast,
Flow from the love of God in Christ,

"This Cov’nant cannot broken be,
Till God gives up authority ;

And God will ever rule and reign,
So will the Coy’nant e’er remain.
O Lord, whate’er we bedeny’d,
Let Cov’nant blessings be apply’d,
"Then will our souls rejoice aloud,
In thee our Cov'nant keeping God.

The righteons value and esteem

My soul shall love thee more.
Manchester, A PILGRIM.
e A ———
THE JUDGMENT OF THE RIGH-
TEQUS, -
Matt, xxv. 34.
In whata dignified state,
Will Jesus once appear,
‘A King, to judge us, small and great,
T'o each his fate declare.
With what affection will he speak, '
And ev'ry saint address ;
Blest of my Iather come, partake,
What is prepar'd, pussess,
E'en now, he’s pleased to unfold
A scene of pard’ning love,

~But then; he’ll take us to behold

His face in realms above,

This Cov’nant, which is made with them, *Fheke tb ibdni s ony Hih

"I'is that to which their souls aspire,
"Tis their Salvition and desire.

And tho' they may be much distress'd,
Ta see their families unblest;

Yet for themselves, tho sorely try'd,
They in the Cov’nant will confide.

This, in the midst of all their grief,
Affords their troubled souls relief,
Gives comfort, and supports to bear,
Whatever God assigns them here,

Yor, VIIL.—Ne. X, 3.0

A kingdom wholly free;
The worth of which will not be knowa,
< Untill we go'to see.
A kingdom bountifully stor’d
With all that heart can wish,
Where we shall feast upon the Lord,
With joys for ever fresh.
To such felicity as this,
‘hen judgment shall begin,
The King will shew a smiling face,
Andintreducs s in, -
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This, for believery was Prépar’d A
(And siill is undecay’d,) .
Ere this extensive world was rear’d,
. Or its foundation laid.
‘PHIEO.

L e

“ And these shall go away into everlast-
ing punishment: but the righteous into
life eternal,” Matt. xxv. 46. -

THE non-elect by firm decreg,
Are given up of God; . ¢
Left,~and by them iniquity
Is eagerly pursu'd.
To follow each corrupt desire,
']{6 wollow in their sin;
Is that to which,their souls aspire,
Althongh it ¢nd in pain, 3
Thus left,—from bad to worse they grow,
Until their summens come,
Then by their sins prepar’d they go, '
To their prepared doom.
A doom compos'd of sulphrous streams,
" A dreadful fiery sea;
Where there’s no light but living flames,
‘Which their tormenters be.
The torture which they suffer there,
- I's anguish 'none can tell;
*Tis wrath, ’tis vengeance, "ts despair,
*Tis banishment, *iis hell,
And no deliviver will be found,
From mis’ry to redeem ; _
But fire their naked sonls surround, = *
And none to quench the flame,
Nor will a remedy be known,
To give a moments ease,
But chains of darkness bind them down,
To plagues which never cease:
How will their guilty conscience sting,
Whut rackings undergo .
And countless ages will not bring,
An end 1o all their wee, -
Not so, the righteous, saith the Lord,
‘They enter into peace,
Eternal life is their reward, |
Alone of sov’reign grace,
What then, is God unjust, who could
Leave millions thus unblest ;
"I'was just he should, choose whom he
And just to leave the rest. i[would,
el 1LO,

st Ty PR S

SURPRIZE IN HEAVEN.
DEeaTn,cruel tyrant death; dread king,
For dying saints has got no sting;
Bur if it should appear a gloom,
"The end is glory in full bleom,

» At which arrival, what surprize,

. 'To sulferings we shall bid
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What gladd’ning scenes salute their eyes ;
Scenes,which were never,while theyliv'd,
Not to the half of them conceiv’d.
Thereé they with strong immortal sight,
Behold their Saviour with delight;

In all his beauties there he’s seen,

* And albwithout a veil between.

They having left a world of night,
With joy behold the glorious sight ;
Yet half amaz'd at such bright day,
Are almost ready thus to say :

And 14 this heay’n ? and am I there?
Am [ this blessedness to share #

Is this the joy for which 1 pray’d,
While on the other side I staid ?

And is this mine, this heav’n, this bliss,
This glory thine, and mine this peace?
Amazing, Oh! transporting shine,
What glory upon glory mine.

Or am [ pleag’d with distant things?

Oh no, here’s Christ the King of ‘fx'.ings, 3

And thisis heaven, and here I be,
With him who gave himself for me.
Here’s glory, glory-songs anew,
Triumphs and palms, and victorics too ;
Torrents of praise to God are given,
And to the Eamb, and this is heaven.
Thus all their pow’rs have full employ,
When once they reach that world of joy,
They gaze, they wonder, they adere,
And this they’li do for cvermnra’

.___—

SALVATION BY CHRISI,
A Rem, vi. 23,
' L'is sin, ’tis sin, accursed sin,
Has caus’d dhe anguish and the painy
Which mortals feel while hieve they dwell,
And what the damned feel in bell,
As sinners Lord we come to thee,
And tho’ we great offenders be,
Yet kindly for our comfort say,
"o hast remov'd the curse away.
A sense ef this will cheer us liere,
And when at death we disappear,
16U,
And peace and pleasure will ensue,
For this with thankfulness we bow ;
Wo other name we wish to know

- Than that of Christ,who came fromheay’n,

And dy’d thar we might be fergiv'n,
For tho’ we merit all the blame,
And law and conscience both condemn,
Y et having faith, we have his word,
We shall he'saved saith the Lord:

. YHILO,
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 WRITTEN ON THE DECEASE OF A FRIEND'S WIFE, W’{0 HAD WIT-
NESSED 'A GOOD CONFESSION FORTY YEARS SINCE, AND SERENELY
SLEPT IN JESUS, MAY 6, 18!2.

Benorp O son of man [take away. : 1l
Thine eyes desire, in thy declining day.
Half of thyself T from thee seperate,
Thine own departure to anticipate,
From its clay tenement the spirit flies,
‘To claim 2 mansion in the upper skies;
Where kindred spirits disengag’d from earth,
‘Learn the amount of 2 Redeemer’s worth;
And chanut his praise with melody divine,
In songs of joy that shortly shall be thiue; :
Cease then to mourn and weep, *‘ forbear to ery,” +
- Nor let de?onding sorrow drown thine eye.
T'he dear departed rests from all fier pain,
Not head, nor heart, shali ever ache again,
No grief shall vex, no sia distress her soul,
While bless’d eternity shall onward roll.
Now she has bid farewell to ev’ry care,
Now she has clean éscap’d the fowler’s snare:
.No more shall Satan aim his fiery dart, d
No more his poison’d arrows wound her heart;
Freedom for ever, from each hostile power,
Gladdens her soul in the deliv'ring hour. .
And oh, what springs of joy may well arise
In such a soul, arriv’d above the skies;
When looking down on all its dangers past,
Like some brave mariner, with anchor cast:
In that fair haven, where his treasures lie, .
Where oft his anxicus theught was wont to fly. s
‘What glories inexpressible appear,
Filling her ravish’d eyes with vision clear;
How does the view hier warimest hope surpass,
No longer seeing darkly thro’ a glass ;
How do the rays of uncreated light,
Shed their undazz'ling lustre on her sight ;
‘What troops of bright Angelic spirits wait .
" To welcome her within the heav’nly gate.
Hark! how they shdut, and clap their golden wings,
And introduce before the King of kings
Their new associate, from the church on earth,
The subject of a new and heav’nly birth;-
How does the humble saint bow lowly down,
Receiv’ng at his bauds a glitt'ring crown ;
Who once was crown’d with thorns that she might wear,
A crown celestial, and with him share
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The regal honors of a threne above,
The gift of his eternal boundless love.

" How does her raptur’d soul this love proclaim;

In glowing gratitudes adoring strain ;

‘What notes seraphic swell her sounding lyre,
Such as redeeming love alone inspire.

Oh, motive strong ! ‘beyond an angels thought,
Angels ne’er felt the bliss of being bought
With blood divine of him whose praise they sing
In wond’ring songs, to harps of golden string.
His dying love, they wish indeed to trace,

And mark its progress ’mong the human race;
‘The’ they can ne’er the dear delights enjoy,
That heavens redeem’d inhabitants employ.

- Now, those delights are her’s, who late on earth,

Attun’d her feéble voice to sacred mirth,

And sung with dying breath her Saviour’s grace,
Whom now she sees exulting face te face,

Cease then, O son of man, to mourn and grieve,
And Jet this cheering hope thy care, relieve ;
That soon thy faith, shall into vision turn,

Thy love beyond a seraph’s flame shall burn:
Thy hope that long has waited with desire,

Shall in fruitions blessedness expire. '

Then shalt thou join thy partner, gene before,
And all the wonders of the skies explore;
Then, shalt thou know the orace of that decree
That seperated her, awhile from thee ;

Then, but the total sum, thou canst not know, .
Till like her, thou be free, from all below,

- May 21, 1812 | SAGITTARIUS.

B . —
UNCOMMON EPITAPH.
Reader! dost thou believe thyself to be

A sinner, like the man whose tomb you see ?

Wholly deprav’d, in body and in mind,

- Canst thou no righteousness within thee find 2

If so, there is a righteousness divine, X
In which the self-condemned soul shall shine. "
Dost thou want pardon ? then there’s precious blood
That satisfies the full demand of God ;

Believe in Jesus, then you'll find release, "
And in your mind enjoy a perfect peace ;

‘When you behold your precious Saviour’s face,

- Then say, like him that’s dead, “ I’m sav’d by grace.”



