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In doctrine shewing uncorruptness."

" Beware ye qf the leaven qf the Pl.arisees which is Hypocrisy•••
" Jesus Christ, the same yesterday to-day and for ever. Whom to know is life
eternal."
.
THE DEAFNESS OF MAN IN SPIRITUAL CONCERNS, EXHIBITED.

,. Ephphatha."-Mark vii. 34.

HAVING been impressed with the importance and efficacy of
this word, I am induced to commit a few brief thoughts to paper)
such as they are; I transmit them to you for your Truth Repository,
should you consider they may in any way tend to edification. Two
questions arise. Why is it important? How is it efficacious? Both
might be concisely answered by the Saviour's own words; the first
from John iii. 3. " Except a man be born again, he cannot see the
kingdom of God." And what is this being born again but to have
the ears, the eyes, the understanding opened 1 Deaf, dumb, blind
by nature, we remain in stupid insensbility to divine things until
the command, " Ephphatha," come forth. Though the Saviour
stand before us, he is neither heard, seen, nor understood, unless
the mandate be given-dead in trespasses and sins; dead to God;
dead to our deadness; alive only to this world, and its perishing
vanities; we are lost, irretrievably lost to the kingdom of heaven,
if the ears, eyes, heart remain closed. We may use ten thousand
words and yet say nothing more positive or forcible, than our blessed Lord's simple assertion in the above quotation. The interests
of eternity resting upon the opening of our understanding!> how
important then is this word! not in itself, but in the effects. But
can there be any efficacy in a word? Say, ye ministering servants
of the Lord-ye preachers sent and unsent-ye visitors-ye tract
dispensers-ye missionary workers-have ye not for years unceasingly cried, "Ephphatha," have ye not laboured night and day;
cried aloud; gone from house to house; entreating the dead to rise;
the blind to see, the deaf to hear; have ye not made, and are ye
not now making, churches and chapels, nay, "heaven's concave"
ring with your" Ephphatha's," lengthened out with all the eloVOL. ilL-No X.
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quence that talent can supply; and all the powers of utterance the
Spirit gives; and what have your many words effected? Some will
say, " NOTUING,"-others, "MUCH." That the word of itself has
no effect, there are multitudes at this day of-livz"ng witnesses shall
I say? No, rather DEAD witnesses to this truth. The living can
witness, that until the word came with power they remained dead
to the sound. That much has been done through the foolishness
of preaching there is no doubt; but let the words of our Lord testify how the word is efficacious, John iii. 5-8. and let us consider
the transaction as recorded by St. Mark. One that is deaf is brought
unto Jesus, who takes him aside from the multitude-separates him
-he puts his fingers into his ears, touches his tongue-looks up to
heaven, and saith unto him, " Ephphatha," and straightway his
ears were opened, the string of his tongue unloosed, and he spake
plain. Here was the z"mmediate effect produced-for it was the
power of God, not the word: it is the Almighty power of Jesus that
does all things well, making the deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak.
The word was uttered by him who had. and still has all power in
,heaven and earth, without whose powerful touch, man, may spread
the rich dainties of the gospel before the dead multitude, with as
little effect, as if entreating Dagon to rise and eat. He may cry,
" Ephphatha" for ever, but without the Spirit's all-powerful, irresistible touch, the c1ead die as they were born. It is only the dead
who hear the voz"ce of the Son of God, that live. Ye that know the
importance of the word "Ephphatha," and have experienced the
spiritual touch, hear thy Redeemer's words-He that heareth, my
word hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation,
but Z"S passed from aeath unto life.
.
,
A FEMALE WANDERER. IN THE WILDERNESS.
-000-

EN{'OURAGEMENT TO THE TRIED OF THE LORD'S FAMILY.
But he knoweth the way that I take: when he hatb tried me, I shall come
•
'
forth as gold,"
, The Lord knoweth the way of the righteous, but the way of transgresson is
. hard."
Cl

EVER Y step, of the whole church, in all the revolving periods of
time, are all ordered according to an invincible decree, and regulated by InfiniteWisdom ; nor can all the powers of darkness, aided
by all the second causes on earth, put one of them one momellt
forward, or retard their motion. He directs her steps before calling-brings her to the spot-&ives life-views that life in all ,its
measures-appoints every trial, and the means to accomplish itdirects its weight and cl uration-orders her temptations, and balances
them-appoints her friends-holds in her enemies-orders her
clouds-drives them away-registers her tears-numbers her groans
-appoints her song-tells out her pulsations, and takes her home.
Jehovah Jesus Teigns! let the church triumph in his wisdom, for it
is directed on her a-ccount; and I hesitate not a moment to declare,
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thllt he would unite the poles, amI shake the worlJ to dust, sooner
than one of his children should have the least pain of,body or mind,
but as that pain shall be productive of thei,r good, and show forth
the glory of his wisdom. Not any thing comes to pass but by the
special hand of an all-ruling and divine providenc.e, which is the
counterpart of the divine decree, or an exposition of the hidden
. things of infinite wisdom. "Shall there be evil in a city and the
Lord hath not done it ?" The times and the seasons, the earth and
the clouds, the winds and the rains, are all under his control;
so that plenty or poverty are solely by his appointment. And
how should it be otherwise, seeing the life of a sparrow, the
dinner of a raven, and even the very hairs on our heads, are
under his direction, care, and government? "Whoso is wise,
will observe these things, even they sliall understand the loving
kindness of the Lord!" -Here, the exerdse of true wisdom
is made to consist in the marking of those things; and undoubtedly
that person who treasures up his own experience under the various
dispensations of Providence, best knows how to live upon the loving kindness of the Lord, even in seasons of the greatest difficulty
and of the deepest distress. A sight of the divine hand in affliction,
sending, pr~portiotling, and over-ruling them, greatly tends to reconcile the mind to the dispensation. "It is the Lord, let him do
whatever he pleaseth." The bitterness of time, will make the rest
of eternity the more delightful.
Under the most trying dispensations, and the very greatest of
losses, the believer may say, "Although I have lost the gift, I have
not lost the giver." The author of every perfect gift is still my
own; my own God, and my Saviour: if all my outward comforts
were gone, the well from whence I draw consolation can never be
dried up. If they were all withdrawn, I have fresh and lively comforts in the living God, the God of all comfort, and Father of all
comfort. On which observe, that God is the spring of all comfort;
true consolation comes from him alone. It is he that bestows all
kinds of comforts 1 whether spiritual or natural 1 for time and for
eternity; as well as all comforts of every degree. It is he begets all our
mercies, and ever lives
to beget new mercies, when the old onesI
,
are taken away.
'
Though the enemies of God, and of his people, have often the
largest share of temporal good, while the Lord's children are trained
in the school of affliction, and nurtured in the arms of poverty.
But 1 in the dark night of adversity, there are beauties seen which
were never seen in the broad day of prosperity. In no place bet_
ter than the profound deep of afHiction 1 does cbe heir of future
glory see the love, the goodness, the mercy and the wisdom of God.
Israel learned more of Jehovah's all-sufficiency in a land of drought,
than they could have learnt i'n the land flowing with milk and honey,
namely, that Jehovah can feed without bread, and satisfy thirst
without streams of waters: that he can make the clouds rain food,
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and the rock give out rivers; that the creature can do nothing with.
out God, but God «<an do what he pleases without the creature.
o may we see and admire the wisdom, power, and goodness of
God, who knows how to fetch'oil out of the scorpion, to extract
gold out of clay! to draw the richest wine out of gall and worm·
wood! that can turn the greatest evil of the body to the greatest
good of the soul! the curse itself into a blessing! that can make
the withered rod of affliction to bud, yea, to bring forth the peace.
able fruits of righteousness to them that are exercised thereby! A
brother born for aaversity but seldom meets with sympathislng
friends, but few comparatively, "are grieved for the affliction of
Joseph." How many of the dear servants of the Lord have been
cast into the midst of the burning fiery furnace! How many have
been plunged and soaked in the briny waters of afflictions, tossed
with the boisterous and tempestuous winds of temptation, persecution and inward distress! Friends have stood (Iloo/ from their sore;
yea, even those from whence they expected emollient words, have
come with sharp arrows, with coals of juni per; the sufferers in such
circumstances, have been like a yessel tossed in the great ocean, and
in their own view expoicd to dangerous rocks and ingulphing sands:
but glory and praise be unto Jehovah Jesus, who hath laid 'Under.
neath all his children everlasting arms! therefore they cannot sink
or perish while Jesus. lives; it is he that" ruleth the raging of the
sen, when the waves thereof arise: The Lord on bigh is mightier
than the noise of many waters, yea than the mighty waves of the
sea; he stilleth the noise of their waves." Through infinite good.
ness and unbounded mercy, they are still preserved, in the midst
of their seemingly insurmountable trials and tribulations: although
environed with the thistles and grieving briars of this wilderness;
for although their tribulations are great and many, their consolations also abound by Christ Jesus. "Affliction cometh forth not
of the dust, neither doth trouble spring out of the ground;
therefore to him that is afflicted, pity should be showed from his
friend ;" seeing that it is not in the power of man to prevent the
completion of Jehovah's decrees in the great mysteries of providence.
Worldings of every character they have their good things now,
and tIle evil is reserved for an unthought-of hereafter. One possesses his affluence and grandeur, and with contempt treats his inferiors; hut the day of dowllcasting, disgrace and penury everlasting
is making hasty marches towards his present dwelling; nor shall he
be able in his present circumstances, to evade the just and tremendousjudgment. Another sits in a chair of state, and in self.adula.
tion flatters himself that his honour shall be permanent; but death,
like a mole, is undermining his station, and preparing him a bed
on a perfect equality with the most needy and tattered beggar,
where his body shall become a feast to the vilest worms, and except
he is born again of the Spirit, his soul the taunt and derision of
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fiends! To die in a state of sin and vanity, is infinitely worse than
to die in a ditch, or on a scaffold; for such a death has no manner
of influence upon the concerns of the immortal soul: but vanity
stamps everlasting infamy upon its slave, were he even to die upon
a bed of state and under a silver canopy. Surely it must be awful
to live in a state of u~regeneracy, for dying in that state, they will
be banished for ever from the presence of God-and yet this is but
too frequently the case, even amongst the greater part of gospel
hearers. How awful the scene! when all the secret ways of mankind, with their causes and effects, shall be publicly investigated
by the Impartial Judge of heaven and earth! Well may the profane, the hypocrite, and the formalist tremble, on anticipating their
certain doom.
The christian has his evil things to bear in his present state of
existence, all the best things being reserved till the last. He is now
groaning in this tabernacle, being burdened; the reproaches of
the wicked fall upon him daily; temptations assail him every hour;
losses, crosses, and disappointments pay him frequent unwelcome
visits. To sum up his character in one word, " He is coming- up
through gaeat tribulation, washing his robes, and making them
white in the blood of the Lamb." But all this is leading to the
remaining rest; to the mansions of pure and unspotted pleasure;
to the sweet delights of the kingdom of Jesus, where the visions of
God shall never be douded. "For the Lord shall be theirever~
lasting light, and the days of their mourning shall be ended."
Midst sorrow and sin I abideA darksome and restless abodeMolested with foes on each side,
Yet longing to dwell with my God.
0, when shall my spirit exchange
This cell of corruptible clay,
For mansions celestial, and range
Through realms of an heavenly day.

TVes/minster.

w.e.

---,000---

AN ATTEMPT TO DELINEATE FROM SCRIPTURE THE BEGINNING,
PROGRESS, AND END, OF THE WORK OF GRACE IN THE SOUL
OF MAN.-BY A CLERGYMAN OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND •

.. This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and die Church!'

(.A Series, continued/rom p. 359)
THE WORLD INTO WHICH THE NEW MAN IS BORN, AND 1'HE FOOD
WHICH SUPPORTS HIM.

WE

propose to speak now of the world into which the new man is
born: and this, we may observe first, cannot be the visible world
<!round us; for as the new man is created in th~ image of God,
which is preserved for him in Christ, it is plain he cannot be of the
world, or born into a world of which Christ is NOT. Now Christ's
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" kingdom is not of this world ;" and further, he saith plainly, "I
am not of this world ;" and as wheresoever the head is, there must
the bod,y aAd its members be; therefore, saith he of his disciples,
in his prayer for them, "they are not of the world, even as I am
not Qf the world." Moreover we might collect this truth from
hence; the elect are in the world, and 0/ the. world, before, and
until they are born again; therefore, when born again, they must
be born into another than this. Lastly, St. Paul saith, " all things
are become new," in which all things, the world itself is included, or
the new man is born into a new world; and accordingly the apostle
in a vision seeth a " new heaven and a new earth: for the first
heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no
more sea, no more of the troubled ocean of this world.
It is true, the new man, in a certain sense, must be born in the
world, and abide in the same; for he is born in a soul that dwelleth
therein. Christians are in the world, but they are not of it, as
touching the new creature, for" as Christ is, so is he in this world."
and we know from our Lord himself, that in him ,., the prince of
this world had nothing." There is not any thing in the Whole world,
whereupon the graces of the new man, faith, hope, love, and joy
can be exercised: the world to a believer wears the aspect of a
wilderness; over which, with the eye of faith, he casts a look, which
cannot better be described, than by saying of it, it is hopeless, cold,
and Joyless.
.
What then is the worJd into which the new man is born, and with
the affairs of which he is conversant? Referring to Phi!. iii. 20, we
find the apostle speaking to Christians, as touching the new nature,
on this wise ;-" our conversation is in heaven." Again," we look
not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not
seen." The world of the new creature is the world above, the spiritual world, the world invisible to every eye but that of fai th: as
it is written, " eye hath not seen, nor ear' heard, neither has it entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared
for them that love Him: but God hath revealed them unto us by
his Spirit."
Adam, it is true, was placed in the garden of Eden; and the faculties of his soul were conversant with visible objects; his understanding was exercised to discern and approve, his affections to
rove them; but as these were uniformly under the influence of the
graces of the Spirit, they rested not Oil the things themselves, but
God their lawful object, as in them set forth: in short, they were
the figures of things in the heavens, the spiritual world, and formed
the medium through which Adam held converse with his Maker:
but, when the image was lost, his understanding, now darkened,
saw not God in these things; and his affections, sensual, clave to
the things themselves: and so it is now with the unregenerate man,
while" the invisible things of God from the, creation of the world
are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made,
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even his eternal power and Godhead." Yet the natnral man, with
all his wisdom, knows not God; nor are his affections. at all interested in his service: but the believer, as far as the new creatnre is
concerned, is conversant with the things that are not seen; his faith
is the evidence of these things, and the hope lo which, by that faith
ht:: is, attached, (as above explained, in chap. vi.) enters into that
wltlun t!le '(Jail. He sees God in every thing around him, as Adam
did in a state of innocence, in the works of Creation and Providence,
as well as grace; while that love which is shed abroad in his heart,
enables him to delight in God as in those works revealed. Thus
then the new man is born, not into this natural and visible world,
for the soul into which he is born, has been .already introduced into
~he s~me; but into that spiritual world, of which this is the figure
III rUIns.
To speak of the food of the new man: when an infant is born,
he immediately seeks, he cries aloud, for that food Providence has
provided for him, and directs him to: thus also the new man, when
born in the soul of the incorruptible seed, by the power of the Spirit, seeks his proper nourishment; and what this nourishment is,
we are informed in the following passage: as new-born babes pesire
the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby." 1 Peter
iL 2. Inasmuch, as at first they must be babes, the apostle represents the food in question under the image of that peculiar to babes;
as St. Paul having told the Corinthians he could not speak unto
them but" as unto babes in Christ," adds, " I have fed you with
milk, and not with meat: but, under whatever way it may be administered, milk or meat, according to the age in Christ of the persons partaking, still the food is the word:. trne same word of God,
whereof, by the Spirit's power, as we have endeavoured to explain,
the new man i5 born, afterwar.ds supports and nourishes him in his
pilgrimage Zion-ward.
The graces, wherewith he is born invested, grow as they are
exercised in the contemplation of this wprd, thus, "faith cometh
by hearing, and hearing hy the Word of God: and tbat~ not only
ill its first implantation, but after exercise also; and upon this
grace as above shewn, all the rest depend. Moreover, the apostle
saith expressly, " whatsoever things were written aforetime, were
for our learning, that we .through patience and comfort of the scriptures, might have hope." That the Word ,of God is tbe pr.oper
object of faith, is evid,ent, fr,om censidering that Chri..,t is the sole
object of that as well as .every ,other gr~ce; a~ they emanat~ f~Q~ him
at first, so they center IU tbClr exercIse all·m hzm; now It IS III the
word that " Jesus Christ is evidently set forth, crucified amongst
us," The Bible, from beginning to cod, is nothing but a revela_
tion of the wonderful person, work, and offices of the God and man
Christ Jesus.
Thus then the sincere simple word ,of Go.cl is the food of the new
creature; he possesses the power to feed upon it, eV,cn faith; and
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in the exercise of that faith, he does" feed upon it ill his heart
with thanksgiving, and grow thereby ;~yea, " he shall stand and feed
in the strength of the Lord;" "the exceeding great and precious
promises," which, the believer learns from thence, " are given un·
to him;" he "esteemeth more than his necessary food: and, as he
daily finds scripture illustrated in his own experience, and the reverse, "he grows in grace, and in the knowledge of his Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ!' Thus is it written, that he is " fed with
the finest of thc wheat; and satisfied with honey out of the rock ;"
" that rock is Christ:" who is also the living bread, which came
down from heaven!'
From the first part of this chapter, touching the world into which
the new man is born, we infer the great mistake too many professors make, who imagine that saving certain vain amusements, they
way continue with safety and comfort in the world, or in a worldly
mode of living: but while we may be ready to admit, that the customs and practices, wherein they plead for a conformity to the
world, are in themselves indifferent; we must profess our belief,
that this conformity itself is detrimental to the best interests of the
soul: if the old man, the corrupt principle, ceased to exist when the
new is born, it would be of no consequence; but this, as Christians
know by their own experience, is not by any means the case-we
feel inclined to address a believer who has voluntarily entered into
worldly socielJj, as the Lord did the prophet at the cave in Horeb,
though in circumstances precisely the opposite, " what doest thou
here, Elijah t" Ah! what indeed, but giving strength to all the corruptions of the old man, and .placing the new in a situation in which
his graces will never thrive; and surely this is a line of conduct
precisely the reverse of that, it is a believer's interest 'to pursue.By the" waters of this modern Babylon, the harp can only hang
upon the willows J" and its notes will be " turned to mourning ;"
c, we cannot sing the Lord's song in this strange land." In such a
thick and cloudy atmosphere the lamp will burn. but dimly; and
this being the case, should any temptation arise, and they will not
be wanting in such scenes, the old man will regain the ascendency,
and the believer fall into siq and dishonour his God and Saviour, in
thought, word, or deed.
It is true, a worldly spirit may be indulged in solitude; and will
.at times, more or less, by all believers, while they continue in the
flesh; but it is certain they cannot take a more effectual method to
acquire this spirit, than by entering into worldly society; they are
sure to contract it then: and therefore we say to the childrlll1 of God,
come out from among them, and be ye separate;" "be not con.
formed to this world: No, in no respect, shun a conformity in the
least; it is enchanted ground; if you take one step, Satan will plead
that as an excuse for another: a Christian in worldly society must
bear a cross, but on going into it a second time, the cross feels not
quite so heavy; he is pleased as to the old man, with having the
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world, and" them of reputation in it," on his side; hence follows
the temptation to lower his standard of doctrine to meet their degenerate views, till at last he is completely bewitched from the
simplicity of the Rospel," and is turned aside unto vain jangling;
'understanding neither what he says, nor whereof he affirms:" shun
then this enchanted ground; you cannot enter upon it wil hout
imminent peril; you must sustain a loss; circumstances may re·
quire you to enter it; but in these cases, "stand upon your watch,"
" that no man take your crown."
From what has been said of the new man's food, we infer again
the great value of ordinances; especially the preaching the word of
God, which is made by the Spirit, the ministry of light and life;
with great propriety doth the Church of England enjoin sponsors
to call upon their char,~e, when able, " to hear sermons ;" the subject of which it is pr,esumed, will be the same, a~ that of her services, thefillislzcd work of Christ, man's vileness, and his insuffi.
'ciency; for upon thes'e truths, af> we have already observed, the
new creature feeds: but for a further Ilnuer"tanding of her views
on this subject, we refer yOll to the first Homily, entitled" a fruitful exhortation to the reading and knowledge of Holy Scripture."
Of the Lord's Supper, the new man may he said to feed; that
the believer feeds, as touching the new nature and that only, in the
opinion of the Church of England, is evident from her service all
the occasion: on delivering the consecrat.ed, bread to a comrnuni'cant, she thus addresses him, "feed on him in thy heart by faith,"
which faith is the leading grace of the new man. Our Lord himself
says to his followers, " except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man,
and drl'nk his blood, ye have no life in you;" unless ye can do this
in some degree or other, ye have yet no evidence that ye are born
again; for as a babe, when born, desireth its proper food, and ill
crying- for it gives the fir,t evidence of life; so the new man imme.
diately seeketh his proper food, the flesh and blood of Christ in the
1I'0rd, which is " meat, and drink indeed."
Art thou desirous then of the sincere milk of the word, alia.
knowest when it is sincere, and not adulterated by human tradi.
tions? thou hast one evidence; be not induced on any eonsidera~
tion, to forsake such a ministry for one more grateful to flesh and
blood; this is a temptation: as a babe would not thrive if deprived
of its nourishment, or fed with milk adulterated; so nt'ither will
the new man thrive upon allY thing but tile sincere nlilk of the
word.

In our next will be inserted the Believer's Rule of Life, or Living;
and the cause explained of his ACTU AL transgrtssiol1s.
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FOLDS

IN CHIUST'S FULNESS

UNFuLDED.

(continuedfl'oln page '1-29.)
l{EDE~IPTION wc know came by the Redeemer; but how to mea.
sure the Redeemer's fulness with regard unto it I know not, except
we borrow St. John's golden reed j it is too deep, too wide, toolong,
too high, for the slender reed of human reason to compass. It is a
mystery of mysteries. It is the master-piece of the Almighty,'and
tbe product of infinite Io\'e to a stiff· necked, sinful and rebcJliou~
pcople. Hedemption is eternal, full, free, and everlasting, nothingcan be added to, or taken from it. Redemption saves from all ~in,
all sensible sinners, ami none are sensible sinners, except those who
feel and confess
" All their strengtb is perfect weakness,
All they are and have is sill."

'By Redemption Jesus delivered bis people from tbe power of sin,
Satan, death, and hdl, and this redemption is eternal, for so declares the apostle, " Having obtained eternal redemption for us."
Under the law the firstling of an ass was to be redeemed by a lamb,
and all tbe redemptiolJs under the law more or less typifies the redemption of the church by Christ Jesus. Redemption under tAe
Jaw was by price, under tbe gospel it is by blood. Some wickedly
say all the 'U'orld are redeemed; if they wlll but accept of tbe redemption; thi:. is an Arminian fable, and a palpable falsity. Tbe
word of God declares there are some of old ordained to condemnation-that the wiekul shall do wiekedly-and that there are those
made to be tal,en and uestroyed. Universal salvation, I repeat,
wtthout fear of suceeosful contradiction, is decidedly erroneous;
and those, who support universal salvation, as well as those who
maintain the progressive santtification of the old man of sin, one of
tlVO things is certain with respect unto them, either they are in a
otate of spiritual stupefaction and dcath, or, through fear of the people, their rocke:s, and their pews, they assert an untruth, knowing
it to be such; twist scripture, in order (if possible) to bear thclll
out, and withhold the truth in unrighteousness, in order to e.rtract
the 1J1Oney from the pockets of the people! My dearest friends, I
feel strongly, therefore [ express myselfaceordingly. If you think
me ccnsorious, uncharitable, or exposing- myself to censure, I cannot help it. 11' 1 am guilty of either, I desire to fall at your feet,
but above aJJ, to be kept at tile feet of Jesus. W hat I have said
wilh regard to these time. serving, dead, and apostate ministers is
alas too true! and what 1 have said, I desire may not be understood
without lilll£tation. I believe ther~ are lIlany good men, who rise
above all sinister motives in preaching the word, but are evidently
in the dark; :.till it is evident, others make a trade of PREACHING,
and knowing the prevailing and fashionable doctrines of the day,
they wrap lip t1leir comciences in gold and silver, and sell the truth
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for a mess of pottage-. Truth has fallen in our streets, equity can·
not enter, and righteou,ness is scarce upon the earth. It is high
time for God's servants to awake from s!eep,-to unfurl the ban.
ners of the cross-to nail their colours to the mast, and shOllt the
sword of the Lord ancl of Gideon ! In the place where [ labour, I
am surrounded with religious and preaching locusts; each seeking
gain from their quarter, and wrapping themselves up in sparks of
theil' own kindling, but alas! they shall lay down in their own
ashes I Though the Lord in his providence bestows on me a little
modicum, yet in the strength of God I positively declare, I would
infinitely rather live and die preaching the whole truth of God with-,
out a sandal on my foot, than I would stand up as these fatted locusts.
do, ancl sell the truth for a morsel of bread. "Bring them hither,
and slay them before my face."
This fulness of the Godhead, ,the text assures us, ~wells ill
Jesus bodily. If a man be not sound in the underived, essential
and proper Godhead of the Son, his creed is rotten at the core, ancl
is full of corruption. Yea, if a man denies in any sense, the d;stinct,
proper, and underived Godhead and Personality of Father, Son and
Spirit, I pronounce the Bible is useless unto him; his faith is vain,
he is yet in his sins, and his religion is worthless. The doctrine of
the Trinity in Unity and Unity in Trinity, is the pedestal erf the
Christian Religion I-the hope of the believer's salvatic)ll! the Colossus of the Bible! The scripture assures us there are THREE that
bear record in heaven; the apostle enjoins the acknowledgment of
the mystery of God (the Spiritj and of the Father, and of Chri5t,
and Jesus ordained, that the apostles should disciple all nations, baptizing them into the names of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost. If Jesus be not the absolute God, he is not that
which he represented himself on earth to be! If Jesus be not God,
the Church is more miserable than the world! And, if Jesus be any
thing, or in any sense less than the very Eternal God, as much so
as the Father himself, or the Spirit himself, then it is clear, 1 am an
idolator, and so can never come where God is! for myself, I all1
content to die believing in the Godhead and distinct Personality of
the Father, Son, and Spirit. I believe the council of peace, or in
other words, the covenant of grace, was between the Father and the
Son, and that this council or covenant was ratified in the blood of
Jesus, and there and then witnessed by God the Holy Spirit. This
is my creed! lIere 1 take my stand !-If it were not so, what would
be the utility of my looking up to God the Spirit, and with the
Psalmist to say, " When my heart is overwhelmed within rn,e, lead
me to the rock that it is higher than I." I have now mentioned some
of the folds which are wrapt up in Jesu1s; and have endeavoured,
faithfully, though feebly, to lay them open.
I now proceed to sholl-Wherein lhisfulness dwells, The text
assures us it dwtlls in Christ. It pleased the Father, that in Him
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all fulness should dwell. Among the many reasons which might be
assigned why this fulness,should dwell in Christ, I propose to select
only tlm'e, and they are the following.
First,-That God the Fatbel; sbould be exalted in granting salvation.
Secondly,-That God the Son should be exalted in obtaining
salvation.
Thirdly,-That God the Spirit should be exalted in appl.!Jing
salvation.
The reasons I assign why this fulness should dwell in Christ, isTIUlt God the Father should ·be exalted in GRANTING salvation..Jehovab is a Being, infinitely, necessarily, and indt>pendently holy.
From the earth he made man-breathed into him the breath of life,
and then he became a living soul; from which scripture we gather
three points. First, that man's origin is of the dust. Secondly,
that man possessed no soul previous to the Lord's breathing into him
the breath of life. Thirdly, as well as consequently, that the Pl'ee:r:isterian Heresy ought instantly ancl universally to be discarded.
which heresy declares, that both Jesus, and all creation, possessed
souls preparatory to the begetting of their bodies !-Let us, said tbe
blessed Three in One, make man in our image, after our likeness.
This likeness regarded holiness and righteousness, for it is recorded,
God (in his Trinity of Persons) made man upright. That it was
the work of the blessed Trinity to form man out of tbe dust, is clear
from the original, wbich assures us, Thy Makers, (in the plural) is
tbin.e husband. W hen the Almighty beheld and approved his
work, he planted a garden in Eden, and placed Adam to dress it, and
to keep it. With the exception of ONE tree, he was freely to par.
take. This prohibition excited his curiosity, insomuch, that he fell
a victim to the temptation by which he was beset. Eden was bllt
thinly populated, still Satan made one in their midst, and drew them
into the snare which he bad laid for their feetl The Lord Jehovah
pays a second visit to Eden, and what does he behold in his creature? Not the retention of that beauty and glory in which he created him. No! He bebolds him deformed, deflowered, and debased I Naked, literally and spiritually, and only a solitary fig leqf
to screen tbem from the direful blasts of a sin-avenging God! Thus
spake the Almighty! EVE, in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children! ADAM, in sorrow shalt thou eat of the produce of the earth!
SATAN, cursed above all beasts art thou, upon thy belly shalt thou
move, and eat the dust for ever! As Adam was the head of all posterity, IJi, progeny fell in him. Although man may murmur again&t
this Iruth, and call his Maker's ways unjust, yet it is clear from the
apostle, B.y one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin,
and so death hatJL passed upon all men (both elect and non· elect)
for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God. The death
here pronounced is not only death natural, but death eternal. And
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although Arminians and others wish to deny the doctrines of original SI'1I, by saying they have nothing to do with Adam's sin,-no more
than if Adam had never been created, yet it must be admitted their
sentiment is wrong, and the apostle's declaration is correct, which
declares, through Adam's fall III Paradise all mankind an~ born in
sin, concei red in iniquity, and so death eternal has passed upon all
men. Had not the election of grace been eternalllJ preserved in
Jews, they must have perished with the seed of the serpent; but,
Such holiness the chosen had
]n Christ before they fell;
Although in Adam's loins they laid,
They could not fall to hell.

Viewing the nature, being, and holiness of Jehovah, as just dcbeholding man in his lapsed state, it is abundantly obvious, that between man and his Maker, a Mediator must he found.
Man, by sinning, tarnished the glory in which he was created, al1Ll
103t all power, will arld inclination, to do that which was pleasing in
his Maker's sight. Ami c\'en admitting he had not lost ALL power,
will and inclination towards that which was good, still we all know
(who possess common understanding) his future obedience, could
1I0t satisfy for his past disobedience. God's holiness, perfections,
and law must be honoured in every particular; and how coulcl onc
that had fallen by transgression, perform that which none but H B
who was the Father's equal, could by any possibility accomplish?
In order to effect the eternal purposes of Jehovah, the Son was
prepared a hody, which body, when conceivedlby the Holy Ghost in
t!w virgin's womb, was in the fulness of time brought forth into the
world. Then, that is;when brought into the world, let all the all~
gels of God worship IJirn! Then, and not before, was the human
natureof Jesus took illto union with his Divine nature. From eternity his body was prepared with regard to the inteution, though
not as respected the creation. His human nature being si71less, was
fitted for it sacrifice; and his Divine nature being persoual, origi~
nal, and eternal, was fitted to reeoncile. Almo-it all SabelIians,
Pre-existerians, and Socinians; assert, with regard to Christ's divinity, tbat it was created, derivative or bestowed. Whereas the
scriptures maintain it W:lS essential, underived, alld eternal. Yea,
that the Father's glory, power, ;'nd Godhead was' no greater than
that of his E~ernal Son, or of the Holy Spirit. It was the same thinO',
not only as reg;j.rded sl'l1l,ilarity, but as regarded originality, extetU,
and incomprt'hel1sibili~y. Thus then, Jesus being in every respect
the Father's equal, and undertaking to make an atonement for the
sins of God's elect, ana the Son having in due time fully and satisfactorily accomplished the same, the Fat her then became in a capacity to GRANT salvation con,istent with his bonollr! Then, and not
until then, did justice fall into the arms of mercy-then did con_
demnation fall lifeless to the ground ...... and grace reigned triumphant
over sin, death, and hell.
~cribed, and
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Ess EST r A L holiness is fOllnJ
In Father-Spirit-Son,
"V ho from Eternity were Three,
AmI yet their Godhead One.
Holiness 1 view,
A doctrine most divine,
'Tis in this holiness the saints
With sacred splendour shine.

IMPUTED

The saints cast anchor in 'be veil,
Though sinners by the fall ;
Bnt ill the judgment day. they'll stand
Complete, in Chrisllheir all.

I assign as anothcrrrason why this fulness should dwell ill Christ,

That God the Son should be t'xa'tted to OBTA I N salvation. Not that
we are to understand when, or before Aclam fell, Jesus possessed a
body; (nor are we to acknowledge with the Pre-existel'ians, that his
soul Was his body. Which soul, they suppose he had before he was
horn of the virgin, and after which' pattern, all other souls were
made; that the soul of Jesus was made first in order of time) No!
Christ was eternal as regarded his Godllead, and as such, was in a
capacity to obtain salvation, no one less than the very and eternal
GoJ having qualifications for such a great ancl glorious work. As
God from eternity being fitted to atone, and as man in time, being
f1tted to bleed. It wasa~ much the design of the Son to glorify the
Fatlwr, as it was the design of the Father to glorify the Son, in the
work of redemption. Bifore the fail, as well as subsequent to the
fall, Jesus was the glorious head of his body, the church. Yea, he
is God over all, blessed for evermore. The Father glorified his
Son, by supporting him against the attacks of all his and the
church's enemies-by expressing his satisfaction in performing the
work which he gave him to do-and by raising him from the grave
and exalting him at his own right hand, above every name that is
name,c1 in the heaven or in the earth. Father, said Christ, Glorify
thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee. The beloved John
who leaned on Jesu's breast, depicts him in great agony, anu represents him as addressing his Father in the following pathetic and
sublime apostrophe. "Now is my soul troubled, and what shall I
say? Father, save me from this honr: but for this cause come I
unto this hour. Father, glorify thy name. Then came there a
. voice from heaven, saying, I have both glorified it and will glorify
it again." Some said upon hearing this voice from heaven it thundered, others declared an angel spake.
After Jesus had intimated to his disciples his death, and the manner in which he should be betrayed by Judas. He, Judas, haring
received the sop, went irnmediate{1j out; and when he was gone out,
Jesus said, "Now is the Son of man glorifiecl, and God is glorified
in him. If God be glorified in him, God shall also glorify him in
himself, and shall straightway glorify him. And ju~t before the
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last struggle, which Jesus was to expel'irnce over sin, death, hell,
.and Satan, he prays to his Father, and says, " 0 ITather, ~Iorify
thou me with thine own self, with the glory which I had with thee
'before the worlo was. He opelares he prays to him for those which
he had given him OUT of the world. I pray for them, saith Christ,
namely, for all his own, whether apostles, disciples, or hearers." I PRAY FOR THEM ," and lest it should be su pposeo that he prayed
for all the world, he adds, I pray NOT for the worlo: but for them
which thou hast given me: then he assigns a reason why he thus
exclusively and particularly prays for his own and flat for the worlJ,
for saith Jesus, " They are thine. And all mine are thine, and
thine are mine, and I am glorified in them. Holy It'ather, keep
through thine own name those whom thou hCist given mc, tbat they
may be one as we are."
Yea, God the Spirit also most blessedly glorifies Jesus! For Jems
himself declares concerning the Comforter, " When HE, the Spirit
of truth is come, HE will guide you into all truth :-~IE shall 1J0t
speak of HIMSELF; but whatsoever HE shall hear, that shall UE
speak, and HE will show you things to come. Ile shall glorify me,
for HE shall receive of mine: therefore said, that HE shall take of
mine, and show it unto you." I would inquire by the way, what
stronger, clearer, or more sufficient proofs call be wanting in order
to prove and establish the distinct, proper, and etf'rnal Personality
and Godhead of the Holy Spirit? What greater arguments can
be desired, to confound the Sabellian, and annihilate the Socinian
heresies.
The last reason I would humbly venture to ofTer for consideration, why this fulness should dwell in Christ, is,-That God the
Spirit should be exalted to APPLY salvation. Had not God the Spirit been as eterllat as the Father or Son. then he must have been
perfectly unconscious of the mind of either the Father or the SOll.
But as we are assured the Spirit proceeds from both Father and Son,
it is plain, he himself could neither be the Father or the Son, consequently distinct fronl both. And as he proceeded from the Father
as well as from the Son, he [)JUSt have been as eternal as the Father
or Son, from whom he proceeded. Again, as his Divine and Personal procession was from Fath<:r and Son, he could not be less ill
glory, power, eternity, and essence than those from whom be proceeded. A mere human or finite creature can never be said to
proceed from Jehovah, consequently, the Spirit must be of the same
dignity, equality, and glory as the Father or the Son. Not that
Jehovah begot Jehovah ; nor are we driven to any such absurdity,
in order to establish the glorious doctrine of the ever blessed and
adorable Trinity. I assert, that Jehovah the Spirit proceeded in an
incomprehensible way and manner to us, from Jehovah the Father
and Jehovah the Son. Though incomprehensibly, not impossible.
Tbough rejected by many, yet maintained by Jesus and the apostles,
and although highly mysterious, yet transcendently glorious.
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If you desire proofs from scripture direct and full; in order to
establish what J have asserted, J point you to the words of John.
He declares, " There are three that bear record in heaven, the
Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: amI these three are one."
I would direct you to the words of Jesus who ordained his disciples
should baptize (or disciple) all nations in the (joint) names of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Yea, to pass uy
almost innumerable other passages from Holy Writ, I would for
the present only desire you to cast an eye to Jordan's banks, and
there you will see (if you have a spiritual eye) the blessed Trinitv
naked to the eye of faith, if not, to the eye of rea~on. On Jordan's
banks we hear the Father's voice-we behold the Person of the
Son"":'and we perceive the descent of the Holy Ghost!
It is the work of God the Spirit to APPLY the salvation of Jesus
to the souls of his people, and according to the plan laid in eternal
council, HE, the Spirit, was to glorify both Father and Son. The
Father, in shedding abroad his love in the hearts of his chosen, and
the Son in shedding his blood upon their consciences. This is the
work which the Spirit delights in ; and the Father and Son glorify
the Spirit in appointing him unto that glorious work. 1 for one
can never believe, unless the Holy Ghost was in every sense Jehovah's equal, he ever could be appointeJ to reveal Jehovah the Fa.
ther's love to the souls of the redeemed, or to APPLY Jehovah the
Son's blood to the consciences of his people. They are both personal acts, and acts which none but he who was, the Almighty, can
ever be supposed to perform. As snow, haz"l, and rain are but one
elementary (water) yet three distinct subsistences, and dwelling in
one body; even so is the Father, Son, and Spirit but one essence,
thouITh three distinct subsistences or Persons. Thus have I endeavour~d to assign three distinct and scriptural reasons why this fulness should dwell in Christ.
May the Lord pardon, on this great subject, my feebleness, and
what in me has been dark, I rray he might condescend to iJlullJine,
and what has been weak, 0 may he be pleased to raise and support. May he bless to your judgments, experience, and ~ouls, the
words of his grace so far, a, they have been ag.reeable to Ins blessed
will. May yOll be enabled to mark, read, and lllwardly digest them,
is my sincere, humble and hearty prayer to God.
Thus to the everlasting Three
All glory shall be gi"en,
Living and reigning each alone,
And THIS is all my heaven.

I might here have added another reason why this flllness should
dwell in Christ; and which wonld have been, that the Lord Jesus
might bring mauy sons to glory. The church glo~ifies the Father,
when she ascribes all glory to the Father, and worshIps the Son even
as they worship the Father. They also glorify the ~on when they
ascribe all divine honours unlo him, ancl rest the whole of their sal.
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"alion upon him, and that all mercies, gifts and graces flow thro'
him. Likewise they glorify the Spirit when they worship him as
God, and accordingly ascribe all divine honours and perfections
unto him, even as they do unto the Father or the Son, Yea, we
glorify God in his Trinity of Persons, by acts of faith, love, and
adoration. "Then we s~fler for righteousness sake we glorify God,
and when we value ChrIst more than rubies, or the cross more than
crowns. God glorifies his church, by the gifts of the Spirit, and
by giving them in the Person of his Son, an inheritance amoll'], the
saints in lie;ht !
b
~

Hallelujah! I'll cry to the Spirit on high!
Hallelujah! to GOD and tIle LAMB I

With regard to this fulness which is in Christ, I would noticeHere I shall only give in three
ideas and close. The blessing's are threefold. J. SewJ'ity. 2. SuI·
ficiem:.!J. 3. Permanency. The first blessing derived is that of
Security, became all promises made to the church are derived from
Christ, and are secure in Christ, who is the same, yesterday, to-clay,
and for ever. If anyone demands the why and wherefore, the text
g-ives it, became it pleased the Father! The next blessing derived
is slIificienclf· Because ALL fulness is in Jesus. The apo,tle declares the Father gave Christ, to be the head over all things to the
church, and lIly prayer to God is, that both writer and reader may
he filled with all the fulness of God, until we come, in the unity
of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect mall, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.
Then shall we know, that in his presence is flllness of joy, when all
things shaH be gathered together in one, even in Christ, both which
are in heaven, and which are on earth. Then, no longer shall we
desire Paul to come and preach in the fulness of tbe gospel of
Christ, for thcn we shall see him as he is, Then the apostles shall
no longcr write, Come over to Macedonia and hel p u~, for; tlwn
Cbrist will be all and in all. The last blessing- derived from this
fulness dwelling in Christ, is-permanency, because all fulness
DWELLS in Chmt, e\'en the fulness of thc Godhead b')(lily! and
that eternally, unalterably, and substantially. Jobn declares of his
fulnes3 bave all WE received, and grace for grace. Christ is the
fountain, his ordinances are the pipes-and the vessels are the souls
of his redeemed, and the jewels of his crown.

The blessings derived therrji·om.

Come sinners rejoice. and lift up your voice,
And souud the loud timbrel of praise,
To Jesus the Lord, 0 strike ev'ry cord,
And sing of his flllness of grace.
Look forward and see, what joys are for thee
Treaslll"d up in Jesus the Lord;
There's abundance of peace and fulness of love,
III Jesus th' Immutable Word.
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No tongue can -e"er tell, what sorrows hefe!
The Shepherd of Israel Di"ine;
The nails and the spear extracted the tear,
That glory should ever be thine.

H. N.

Por/sea,
----000----

APHORISMS BY WILLIAM ROMAINE,

Never before Published.
No. XLVI.
No happiness can be found but in God, ami none in God but as
reconciled in Christ.
Th~ curse must be taken off your persons, before it is taken off
your JOys.
Pride was the first sin; it crept into heaven, and made the angels
of the presence devils; it got into Paradise, and was the sin of our
first parents; and it creeps into the church, and withers the graces,
and hinders the usefulness of its membprs.
. In the work of creation, and in the work of the new creation,
there is no motion till the Spirit of God moves; if you can't find
this in your own heart, or in the world, it is worth observing huw
this truth runs through the Bible.
Pride robs God of the glory of his gifts.
o it is the very spirit of a true christian, when a man is stript
of self, and wants to exalt Christ.
The true believer casts all his duties, graces, and gifts behi nd his
back.
I have ever found that example, when it accompanies precept,
gives it a double edge.
Pride is the great mother sin, that nourishes all others, both sensual and spiritual. There are three remedies to this deadly disease;
the first is, knowing ourselves, the second, knowing Christ, and the
third is, such knowledge brought into practice.
The believer is united to Christ, as much as the soul is to tha
body. '
The more a believer grows out of himself, he grows into Christ;
the more he hates himself, he loves Christ; and the more he distrusts himself, he trusts Christ; as one scale rises the other falls.
Nothing but Christ and his righteousness can enrich us before
God.
When you want any good, are your eyes to Christ Jesus I
The more the believer lives on Christ, the more is God glorified.
Fallen creatures, miserable creatures, helpless creatures, and yet
proud! how astoni~bing is tbis! Jf you are never humbled, you
will' never be exalted.
No, say you, " I don't want to go to hell,"-but you go the way
to it, you reject Christ.
.

'\
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The humblest man experiences the most of heaven upon earth.
~ it your prayer every day, " Lord keep down self, and exalt
CI~\t to day more than ever?
Th'\real Christian hides all his graces, under a cover, he throws a
veil ov~ them; and when he does, he prays that God would keep
him hum'>lle, and that it l1Iay be to his glory.
avoid every thing that feeds that nourishes prid..:.

o

_---000---BEIlRIDGE'S LETTERS.
LETTER XXIV.

Tabernacle, Ma... 26, 1887.
DEAR AN.D HONOURED

SIR,

My turn is to preach at Tottenham Court Chapel on SUllllay, the
11 th of March, when there will be no noon sacrament, and on that
day I purpose to wait upon you at Clapham, if convenient, and shall
be thankful for your conveyance thither.
Dr. Peckwell lately
hinted to one of our trmtees his intention of practising physic: and
when the society called the Poor Man's Friend, met at Tottenha.m,
on Wednesday last, he proposed himself as a physician, to prescnbe
for the patients under the care of that society. This looks like an
introductory step to the practice of physic, and as designed to make
his intentions generally known. A dispensary seems to be a poor
exchange for the bihle, and a Materia Medica of little value in respect to Christ's Calvary balms. Where Christ is known and felt,
his pulpit service is far beyond all medical fees. Happy are they
that grow hoary in his service, and find it more and more delight.
ful. A good master he is, kind to all his servants, his love like him.
self boundless, his wages beyond computation great, and measurable only by eternity, yet wholly undeserved. When I get a glimpse
of Jesus, anJ we have only glimpses here, he seems so precious,
so desirable, so all over gloriolls, I wonder that my thoughts can be
employed on any other object j but mists come on to cloud the spiritual hemisphere, and Christ is behind his cloud; yet faith can
trust an unseen God, and view its head when sense and reason fail.
Ob, for much of this heaven-born faith, to cheer us while running
the race, and hold up the heart when it is ending. The Lord plant
this faith in the hearts of all your children, and give ~'ou the comfort of beholding its fruits in them. And may the God of peace
give y~u his peace at all times, and afforJ the same to your truly
affectionate and much obliged,
JOHN BERRIDGE.
---000-

A CURIOUS INSCRIPTION ON A TOMB IN LONG WHATTON CHURCHYARD, LHICESTERSHIHH.

lies William AlIt, late of Kegworth, who was minister of the
gospel for 11 pwards of 30 years; of which lhe latter part of his tillll::

HERE
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he was pas(orofhis own chapel in Sielby, in the county of Lcict;ster,
who departed this life, Aug. 4th, 1799, aged 60 years.

•

Here lies the body of WilIiam IIl1t.
Eome say he was without a fault;
And others say, there's none harl more;
But he saJs, Jesus had paid his score:
So be they many, or be they few,
They are allforg!ven; and this is true.
---000---

To the Editors of the. Gospel M61.g(lzine.
THE CONFESSIONS OF A MINISTER BROUGHT TO THE

TJ~ST.

MESSRS. EDITORS,

A MINISTER, very high in doctrine, declared that the true mark that
proved a minister to be sent of God was, 1 st. He had a door open
to him in providence 2nd. He had a door of utterance. 3d. A
door of acceptance. Query, Have not the greater part of mini,ters
in the present day all this : notwithstanding, they are enemies to
Goel, to his truth, and to bis people. They make every thing subservient to their temporal interest, having men's persons in admiration because of advantage, supposing that gain is godliness, these
He covetouS'\ proud boasters, and yet appear in their exterior in
the garb of deep humility and pretended love to the souls of men.
They have such an illumination as Balaam or Sanl, which cxtellded
no further than to the natural understanding, whereby a literal
knowledge of the scriptures may be acquired-particular doctrines
may be received and acknowledged as true, without experiencing
any thing of their power, without knowing anything of their value,
without any heartfelt love and aflCction towards them, or any of
that rich) and sweet, and savoury delight and enjoyment in them,
which proves faith to be no fiction, and confirms the reality of things
not seen. There is a difference between acknowledging certain
doctrinal propositions to be true, understanding them clearly in the
judgment, l:elif ving them as an article of faith; and receiving the
truth in the love thereof, from an experience of its divine influence.
A man may go so far as to preach the doctrines of grace clearly,
from 'trengtb of memory and a good natural understanding, assisted, it may be, lVit~ common illuminatIOns, wit/lOut knowing the
grace of God in truth; He may have that knowledge which puffeth
up, without that charity that cdifieth, Balaam spoke many great
truths; he had an open vision, but not the ~,ision qf faith, in and
by which salvation is brought home and realized, and the earnest is
received. He got his knowledge in a dream, falling into a trance,
having his eyes open: yet be entered into connexion with Balak,
conspired with him how to root out and destroy the Lord's people.
Though Balaam preached most glorious truths; yet he never in
his heart, loved the truth, because he never experienced its power;
and at last his malice was made manifest against his people,

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

461

against his grace, and against the power of godliness. It is the
same now. To this end, in order to strengthen each other's hands,
connexions are formed, confederacies are entered into; upon this
principle you commend me, and I will commend you! Advancement in the world is sought after, emoluments, homage, respect
and reverence; or a great name is aimed at, to be called of men
Master, alias Rabbi, alias Doctor, alias Reverend. Is there one
whose unaccommodating temper, who~e rigid inflexibility cannot
be moved, who will speak what he feels, regardless of the consequences-what must be done with him? There was a device which
the priests practised against Jeremiah, to which recourse is had in
the present day. Report, say they, and we will report it; any
thing-, no matter what, if it be but likely to stir lip prejudice, peradventure we may prevail against him, and take our revenge of
him. May the Lord make and keep us truly honest in whatever
concerns God's glory and the salvation of souls, that in simphcity,
godly sincerity, and honesty, we may have o\lr conversation in t~is
world. God cannot be deceived; he will not be mocked; truly
awful must be that character who ~an play with religion, and make
a tl'ade of his pretensions to godliness. "Woe unto them that seek
deep to hide their counsel from the Lord, and thcir work. are ill
the dark, and they say, Who seeth us? and who knoweth us."
Isuiah xxix. 15.
H we are to judge by what we see in the professing world, it
would appear that a door is indeed wide open in providence lo
Unitarians, lVesleyans, and mongrel Calvanists, for ministers
among them seek tbeir own, not the Lord's,-their hearts go out
after their covetousness, and the people approve their doings.ancl
sayings-the blind lead tbe blind,-thry are all in the broad road,
they have their good things in this life, their lot is the prosperity
of the wicked, while tl,e poor despised minister of .Jesus Christ,
whom God honours with his ble~sing, and though a week instrument, yet the word mini~tcred by him is attended with power,
aud comes in demonstration of the Spi! it, is hated and forsallen,
and though the Almighty God pours down a large measure of his
grace upon him, he withholds (tho' not altogether) the bJe:isings
of his providence. He is like a reed shaken with the wind, as
Chri~t said of John the Baptist-or as the poor beggar at the door
of thc rich proFessor-rich in spiritual things, but pOOl' in the
world's goods; beloved of God ar~d ordained to eternal life with a
scanty pro"ision of the temporals-a special messenger of Christ
sent out to do his bidding, without purse or scrip. God sometimes
withholds even the t1'ltural bread and takes away the natural appetite, while he showers down the spiritual manna in rich abundance.
He is not only wonderful in counsel, but marvellous in working, so
that we cannot judge of the real ministers of Christ or of his people
by their temporal supply, or by a supposed open door in providence,
a smooth tide ill tbis world's afidirs, a temporal prosperity; on the
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contrary I hesi:ate not to say that althou\!h there mav be a few cases
of inlernal, spiritual, and external worldly prosperity united, yet
the Lord's flock are generally poor in circumstances, and rich in
their new nature towards God, being blessed with all spiritual
bles.;ings in Christ Jesus. The Lord makes and keeps them as
daily dependent upon him for the natural as for the spiritual bread,
and sure I am they shall all have their allotted portion of both
assigned to and for them in tbe counsels of eternity, not one thing
shall fail of aIJ that God has promised and designed and provided.
Seek first the kingdom of God, and all other things necessary
shall be added-give us this day our daily bread. Christ hath given
himself to and for his own chosen people, who though poor in
this world, yet are rich in faith, and heirs of his kingdom; and will
he not with himself freely give us all things we need-Christ having
redeemed body and soul he will take care of both, and preserve
thcm to his heavenly kingdoliIl. We are all his workmanship, and
all we have we receive-all that he gives us of this word he can as
suddenly take away. But, speaking after the manner of men, it
shews more care and skill in taking away than in giving, because,
when we love all, it requires more to manage us-to keep us and
uphold us. There i~ an infinite variety of movement in the excel.
lent working out of the eternal counsel which batHes our skill, but
which faith often beholds and traces to our astonishment and wonder. 0 Lord, if thou liftest any of us up, keep us humble, that we
may not vaunt or behave unseemly ~owards any poor brother, bllt
in the exercise of Christian meekness and fear help and succour him
asa member closely allied in the ~allle body.
Your's, Messrs. Editors,
JAMES.
---000----

THOUGHTS ON PRAYJ':R.

is scarcely any subject more preached about) or exhorted
to than prayer, and yet it may be said, without fear of contradiction, that no subject is so imperfet:tly ullderstood. Some go so far
as to say the kingdom of heaven is taken by prayer; and others
have said it changes the mInd of God. I cannot see how prayer
can do either of these. The act of man cannot alter the purpose
of God; and it is of grace that it might be .Hm: to all tht: seed. If
it were contingent 011 any thing to be performed by man, it could
not be sure to any: it might be obtailled, or it might not. Tilen
"if it is sure, what is the use of praying for it," say some. Here
is the mystery of, faith. The life of faith is a life of dependence
sensibly felt: and a life of depenJence implies a life of prayer.
But the question occurs, what IS prayer? Who can define it properly? t:lome ministers pray before their congregations extemporaneously; others use a precomposed lorm : in the former case
a prayer is made, and in the latter a prayer is repeated; yet in the
utterance of either there lliay be nothing that can properly be
THERE
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called prayer.. To pray with the Spirit and with the understandingis something more and better than making or repeating prayers.
A man, by the frequent repetition of forms of prayer which others
have made, comes by and by to repeat them as though he repeated
them not; and they who hear them repeated, hear as though they
heard not. It is all lifeless form withoutfalth. It is only tIle prayer
l!ffaith that is effectual; and faith has nothing to do with uncertainties. Many people pray for what never comes to pass: but
the question is, do they pray in faith, believing it will surely come
to pass? Some persons have prayed that they might not be troubled
about election, and still election has beeu made to trouble them till
they have been comfortably established in that blessed and fundamental truth of the gosprl of grace. The prayer of faith has to do
with certainties, and it says, "not my will, 0 Lord, but thine be
done." When a person wants to have his own will done, we may
be sure he does not pray in faith; and whoever prays, but not in
faith, has no warrant to expect an answer to his request. Some,
who despise forms. pray five minutes before sermon, some ten,
anci some thirty. I have myself heard a minister make a prayer
half an hour long: there was a good deal of repetition and twaddle
in it, you may be sure, but it was his custom to pray, as we call it
by courtesy, more than twenty minutes. It was also a custom with
the heathen to make long prayers, because they thought they should
be heard for their much speaking. But, among Christians, it is not
he that speaks best and longest in" prayer, that prays best in the
proper sense of the word. The man who feels his ignorance and
dependence most prays best, whether he says much or little, for he
looks to God alone for the fulfilment of his promises, which are all
yea and amen with Christ Jesus. All Christians pray privately:
for indeed they cannot live without it: it is as necessary for them
as their daily bread is; but all do not, liar can thp.y, tor they are
not all gifted so as to pray publicly in the congreg-ation. Nor does
every head of a family practice family prayer. Borne will not use
a form, and find they cannot do without one. Others consider our
Lord's words, "when thou prayest enter into thy closet and shut
thy door about thee," to forbid the practice. I am not one of those
who think exactly thus; but at the same time I must confess
I do not know of any scripture in which the observance of family
prayer is expressly enjoined. This is a subject I would like to have
quietly and fairly discussed, that believers minds may be better
informed as to what is right and proper in the sight of God and
!Den. Of all subjects there is perhaps scarcely an~ one more trymg to God's believing people than that of prayer 10 the presence
of others. The ungodly scoff at it, the mere professor makes an
idol of it and the real but timid and retiring believer often finds it
a duty di'fficult to discharge, and sometimes grievously painful for
him to forbear from discharging. What to do, and what to leave
undone, are to very many, sources of much grief and perplexity.
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I flOW beg to leave this matter to the sober consideration of

YOIll'

correspondents, earnestly hoping that some one may be stirred up
to write more fully and satisfactorily on it for the comfort and
edification of the Church at large.
With due respect, I am, Sirs, your humble servant and contributor
CLE:vIENS.
September 12, 1838.
----000----

To the Editors

of the

Gospel Magazine.

THE INFINITE FOREKNOWLEDGE OF GOD DEFENDED BY THE WORD

OF GOD, BEING A RHPLY TO A QUESTION INSERTED IN
GOSPEL MAGAZINE OF - APRIL.

TIlE

MESSRS. EDITORS,

A Correspondent of yours, who signs himself an "anxious enquirer," puts a question for elucidation on the foreknowledge of
God, and quotes Jer. xxxii. 35, which passage, he says, " tends in
some measure to overturn my preconceived opinions of God's foreknowledge." The passage cited reads thus: " Neither came it into
my mind, that they should do this abomination, to cause Judab to
sin." After quoting these words, your correspondent makcs the
following comment :-" As it appears to me to establish a FREE
WILL in the possession of man, and deny the sovereigu power of
Him alone, to whom all hearts are open, and from whom uo secrets
are hid," I confess, dear Sirs, without being critical, that there appears something singulur(IJ bbscu-rc in your correspond€mt's intention from the question as above stated, for, while questioning God's
infinite forek now ledge, and su pposing that man's free will gai liS
ground thereby, yet within the very same sentence, he makes a
cOllcession to what he opposes by ascribing a sovereign power lo
God alone-" to whom all hea1·ts are open, alld from whom no
secrets are hid."
Now it is as clear as a sunbeam, both to reason and to revelation,
that tile purpose of the mind exist prior to the act performed, and
although" God cannot be telllpted with evil, neither ternptetb he
any man," yet being privy to every man's secret purpJse, (as your
correspondent affirms) he orders and controls the wickedness of the
wicked for the good of his elect: and, at the same time, is just in
tbe administering his judgments abroad in the earth! What can
be clearer than this, that we think before we act? and shall we
affirm otherwise of the Almighty, as tens of thousands do at this
day, under the mock pretence of devutedness to God! To do this
we set the Almighty at open defiance! We call him omnipotent
for the sake of bestowing an empty compliment! We take the
reins ourselves, and eall him the INFINITE JEHOVAH! III thus saying and doing- we are his councillors, rising up agamst him in judgment: and more, we reverse the psalmist's most emphatic declaration, viz. " the Lord reigneth," while we arrogate to ourselves the
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presumptive right of holdin~ the sceptre of Heaven and Earth! Oh!
that men could be presented with one clel\r view of their own ignorance and madness, thousands and millions of professors would
be struck dumb with the sight! I will willingly abide by the consequence of asserting that, were they driven to the fatal necessity
of making their system of reasoning conclusive, it would amount to
a declllration, like the saying of a fool's heart, that" there is' no
God at all!" An" anxious enquirer" will give me credit for sayo
ing that I do not include him among the above uugodly mass, God
forbid; I would rather say, "th~ Lord be thy teacher and mine."
God's will is his rule by which he acts, as such he gave Israel a
rule or law composed of ceremonies to be observed, a breach of
which involved.him in ruin. This rule or law I shall term the mind
of God, (mentioned in the passage your correspondent quotes)
concerning them, holy, just, and good! The prophet Jeremiah.
in recapitulating the sins of J udah, notices, among the most glaring profanations, this highly favoured people causing their son;; .
and their daughters to pass through the fire unto Moloch; which I
commanded them not, neither came it into my mind (to command
them) that they should do this abomination to cause Judah to sin.
Most certainly not: it would have been diametrically opposed to
that being who is purity itself, to have given one command opposed
to another, which exhibited his own infinitude. That wicked men
have a" free will" to commit, and plan evil deeds, is true: and so
has Satan; but blessed be God there are unseen limits put to their
operations. The greatest sin ever committed either by Satan or
men, is sure to terminate so as to set forth the love, mercy, or juclgment of Almighty God. I will ask a question, to occasion Scripture proof of it.. Did God foreknow that J udah would thus act?
Read xlviii. 3 to 12, " [ have declared the former things from the
beginning; and they went forth out of my mouth, and I showed
them-I did shew suddenly, and they came to pass.. Because [
knew (past tense) that thou art obstinate, and thy neck is an iron
sinew and thy brow brass," &c.
Long before Israel trans~ressed, Moses and Joshua fqretold its
awful consequences,-that Israel would go into captivity, and
thereby the dominion of God be made known abroad in the earth.
Sec his wonders in Babylol1, Chaldee, and Persia. The eternal mind
of Jehovah was the prime cause of such great manifestations of his
unspeakable power, while the sins of IsrC\el and Judah gave occasion for the execution thereof! In the black catalogue of which
stands conspicuous this truth declared by Ezekiel xx. 23 to 26,
" I lifted up mine hand also unto them in the wilderness, that [
would scatter them among the heathen, and disperse them through
the countries, because they had not executed my judgments, but
had despised my statutes, and had polluted my sabbaths, and their
eyes were after their father's idols. \Vherefore I gave them also
statutes that were not good, and judgments whereby they should
VOL. IlL-No. X.
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1I0t live. Anti I poUuted them in their own gifts, in that they
caused to pass throngh the fire all that openeth the womb, that I
m;ght make them desolate, to the end that they might know that I
am the Lord 1"
Learn here a proof of man's stubbornness. He must be punished
to know even a little of himself. The fruits arising from his cor·
rection tends to extend the knowledge of God. The Philistines are
permitted to invade Israel-t'a'ke away the ark-set it before
Dagon, and without any visible power being put forth, down he
falls and is broken to pieces!
To read the entwining detail of Israel and Judah's great transj?;ressions-the punishments inflicted-the evil and the good arising
therefrom, is the believer's delightful employment. \Vhile fools
and atheists mock, he inherits the promised blessing bestowed on
him who trembles and believes God's word from a broken and
contrite spirit. Job's wisdom extended no further; and Paul's
learning served only as a clue to discover his own ignorance, Thus
he, like all the Lord's family, gloried in infirmities, that the power
of Christ might rest upon them.
A HEWBR OF WOOD.

Cossey, August 16.
---000---

The Editors oJ the Gospel Magazine.
ON THE SUBSISTE,NCE OF GOD.

DEAR SIRS,

THE subsistence of God is that one essence as it is with its personal
properties. The same essence is common to three subsistences,
and as touching the Deity every subsistence is of itself. Nothillg
moreover is attributed to the essence which may not be attributed
to every subsistence in regard of the essence of it; but those
things that are attributed propt'rly to every subsistence in regard
of its subsistence, cannot be attributed to the essence. The subsistences are distinguished from the essence as the manners of subsisting growing togetber witb the same essence are distinguished
from the same, absolutely considered. Tbey are distinguished
among' themselves as relatives by certain relative properties, so as
one cannot be another, yet. they are together in nature; neither
can they be said to be former or latter, but in order of beginning
and manner of subsisting; but seeing tbose relative properties are
as it were individuating 'in an essence that lives spiritual and most
perfectly, therefore those subsistences are rightly called persons;
now these properties are not inherent qualities, but relative affection unto which agrees all that perfection wbich is founded in the
like affections of the creature, but no imperfection agreeth to thelll
-hence 'tis that a relative property in God doth make or infer a
person which in the creature hath not the same reason. Those
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sub"istences al'e either breathing, as Father and Son, 01' brcathed,
as the Holy Spirit; to breath, or send forth, is a relation, not such
as by itself can make a person, but common to two persons. The
relative property of the Father is to beget. Psi. ii. 7.-Tholl art
my Son, this day have I begotten thee. Joh. iii. 16.--The only
begotten Son of God. Heb. i. 6.-The first begotten. Hence he
is the first in order. The relati ve property of the Son is to be
begotten, that is, so to proceed from the Father that he is partaker
of the same essence, and doth perfectly resemble his nature;
hence he is the second in order. Heb. i. 3.-The brightness of his
glory, and the character of his person. The properly of the Holy
Gbost is to be breathed or sent forth, and proceeds both from the
Father and the SOil, Job. xv. 26.-Wbom I will send to you from
the Father. That Spirit oftrutb who proceeds from the Father.Hom. viii. 9.-The Spirit of Christ -·Gal. iv. 6.-The Spirit of
the Son. The difference between these two, to be begotten, which
agrees to the Son, and to proceed, which is proper to the Holy
Ghost cannot be explained by us in proper words, but that the
Son proceeds from the Father alone, and the Holy Ghost from the
Fathcl' and the SOil, making one relative together, or making
together one relation; yet it may in part be shadowed out in
similitude, namely, the Father is as it were God understanding;
the Son, the express image of the Father, is a.s it were God understood; the Holy Spirit, flowing and breathed from the Father by
the Son, is as it were God beloved; the Son is produced as it were
by an act of understanding, or speal\ing from the understanding or
fruitful memory of the Father; the Holy Spirit is produced by
an act of loving, breathing from the fruitful will of the Father and
the Son, hence tfJe Son is called the word, wisdom, image, which
are not affirmed of the Holy Ghost, but because on tlte creature
there is found the generation of a son, but there is not any thing
found which cloth so immediately proceed from two equally
perfect, as the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son,
therefore the procession of the Son is properly designed, noted, or
set down in scripture; but neither is a special manner of proceeding nor ~pecial name absolutely proper given to the third person,
for it is truly said of the Fat.her and the Son that they are Spirits
amI holy, and the SOil also proceedeth from the Father by spiritual
generation; the' proper name of God with his proper titles is
given in scripture, not only to the Father but also to the SOil.
Jer. xxiii. 6.-Jehovah our righteousness. John i. 1. - The word
was God. Rom. ix. 5.-God blessed for ever. 1 Tilll. iii. le.God manifest in the flesh. Hev. xvii. liJ·.·-Lord of Lords and
King of Kings. It is also given to the Holy Spirit. Acts v. 3-4.That thou shouldest lie to the Holy Spirit thou hast lied unto God.
Acts xxviii. 2'>., with ha. d. 9.-Jehovahsaid the Holy Ghost
srake. 1 Cor. iii 16, & vi. 1~.; 2 Cor. vi. lo.-The temple of
God, the temple of the Spirit. Divine attributes arc affirmed not
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only of the Father but also of the Son. Isa. ix. 6.-The mOst
mighty God, father of eteruity. John ii. 25.-He knew what was
in man; and iii.13.-The son of man is in heaven. John viii. 38.
-Before Abraham was I am. In like manner also of the Holy
Spirit. Ps. cxxxix. 7.-Whither shall 1 fly from thy Spirit.
1 Cor. ii. 10.-The Spirit searChelh\ all things, even tbe deep things
of God. Heb. ix. 14 -The eternal Spirit. The proper operations
of God are attributed not only to the Father, but also to the Son
and the Holy Spirit. Election is attributed to the Son-Mat. x xiv.
31, his, elect; and the eternal counsel of God is attributed to the
Holy Ghost, Isa. xl. 13.-Who hath weighed the Spirit of the
I,ord as the man of his counsel. Creation is attributed to the Son,
John i. 13.-AlI things were made by him, and without him was
made nothing that was made; also it is attributed to the Holy Spirit,
Psa). xxxiii. 6} bv the word of the Lord were the heavens made,
and all the strength of them by the breath of his mouth, \,lpholding
and governing of all things by his mighty word. Also they were
attributed to the Holy Spirit, Gen. i. 2, the Spirit did move ,upon
the face of the waters; Zech. iv. 6.-By my Spirit saith the Lord
of Hosts proper power of doing miracles is given to the Son;
Acts iv. IO.-Through the name of Jesus Christ he standeth before
you whole; and ix. 34, Jesus Christ healeth thee. It is also given
to the Holy Spirit; Acts ii. 4, they began to speak with tongues
as the Spirit gave them utterance. The communicating of spiritual
life, and of all grace, invocation, justification, adoption, sanctifi"ation and glorification is everywhere given as well to the Son and
Holy Spirit as to the Father. The ordaining, sending and blessing
of ecclesiastical ministry is given to the Son, Eph. iv. 8. 11, he
gave gifts, he gave some apo~tles, &c.; and to the Holy Ghost)
j Cor. xii. 1 I, all these worketh one and the same spirit; Acts xx.
'28, the Holy Spirit hath made you overseers. The very resurrec·
tion of the Hesh is ascribed to the Son as the author, John vi. S~,
I will raise him up; also to the Holy Spirit, ]{om. 8. 1 I) he shall
rai~e up your bodies by his Spirit dwelling in you. Divine honour
also and worship is given, not only to the Father but also to the
Son, Heb..i. 6, let all the angels of God worship him, and also the
Holy SPlpt when his name together with the Father and the Son
is appointed to be calted over the baptised; Mat. xxviii. 19. In
the name or the l'ather and the Son and the Holy Spirit. In like
manner the Son and Spirit is called upon in that solemn form of
salutation, the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the lo"e of God
the Father, and the COmmUnIon of the Holy ~pirit be with you all.
-2 Cor xiii. 13. And whatsoever penaineth to worship. is
referred as well to Christ as to the Holy Spirit, ill that the true
worshippers of God, as they are such, are called temples not only
of God the Father, but also of Christ ; Rev. xxi. 22, the Lord God
Almighty is her temple, and the Lamb; 1 Cor. iii. 16., know ye
not ye are the temple of God, and the Spirit of God dwdleth ill
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you'; and vi. xix, know ye not that your body is the temple of
the Holy Spirit, who is in you. Fin ally, that authority and
majesty, which is proper to God, is given to the Son and the
Spirit, 1 Cor. ii. 8, the Lord of glory; 1 Pet. iv. 14, that Spirit of
glory. All holy prophecy is attributed to Christ and the Holy
Spirit, 1 Pet. iii. 19, Christ by his Spirit went and preached to the
spirits that are in prison; 2 Pet. i. 21, Holy men spake being
moved by the Holy Spirit; Acts xxviii. 25, the Holy Spirit spake
by Isaiah the prophet. Now the Holy Spirit is propounded to us
in all these as persons subsisting; it doth manifestly appear by
this that life, understanding, will and power is given to him every
where, together with all acts proper to a person, also his distincttion from the Father and the S~n is clearly taught, wherein he is
called, another sent, coming from the Father and the Son, John xiv.
Hence God is the object of our truth, is every way sufficient to
impart salvation to us, for alllo\'e, grace, and the communications
of those things which pertains to living well, flows from the Father,
S~n, and Holy Spirit.-2 Cor. xiii. l~.
MARK.
----000----

BISHOP PHILPOTTS REBUKED BY ONE OF I-liS CLERGY.

A Letter to the Bishop of Exeter, in answer to his Circular about
Confirmation, questioning and denying his authority in prescribing to the Clergy forms and doctrines of his OWII. By Henry
Eo Head, A.M. Rector of Fenniton.
\
I-tectory, Fennilon, 24th Aug. 1838.
My LORD, '
I HAVE this day had the honour of receiving from your Lordship
a printed letter, subjoining an l'xhortation, &c. for me to read" at
least four Sundays preceding the day' of Confirmation." No m;lIl
has a greater respect for you than I have: no man knows more your
good intentions and character as a member of the Upper House
ot Parliament: and no Illan is more willing to olley " in all things
lawful and honest," as I pledged Illyself to one of your predecessors ill office.
But on what authority do you order me to enjoin my people to
" read over with due attention tlte rffice if Baptism in tlte Common
Pra..yer-book ;" and to require at their hands ,. such an account of
their knowledge of the Chri~tian religion as is contained In the
Church CatecMsrn." Is it not more becoming a Christian minister
to exalt the Bible; to exhort them to the study of tlte Bible j and
to require such an account of their knowledge of the Christiall religion as is contained in tha.t? lfyou choose to draw your doctrine
from tradition rather than the Bible, is that any reason that I should
do the same?
On what authority do you command me to throw into the back
ground that which God commands me prominently to hold aloft,
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namely, the promise of life which is in Christ Jesus? 2 Tim. i. J,
Acts v. :20. On what authority do Y0U command me to ground
llIy pastoral exhortations on a foundation different from that which
is laid in scripture, and aU<itracted from the promises of the Covenallt of grace.
God holds out the oath which he sware to Abraham and his seed,.
as the strong and fundamental consolation of believers. You command me to bold out to them promises made for them by their
proxil:s, the benefits of confirmation, and the blessings of the
llishop. God commands me to preach Jesus Christ his Son, the
efficacy of his all-atoning blood, and that men should find salvation
in God their Saviour. You require me to instrllct men that the
"chief part" of a religiou8 ordinance is "their own." God
teaches that lYe are admitted into covenant with him, when he, of
his own free grace, has written his laws'in our hearts. You require
me to teach men that they enter into covenant with God hy the responses which they are directed to make. God teaches that we find
salvation in the Saviour, and in faith (faith being indigenous, na..,
turally in the human soul, as is often falsely represented, but one
of the parts of the covenants of grace-" faith" being the same
thing as the" knowledge of God" mentioned by the prophets as
one of the gifts of the covenant of grace. Rom. iv. 16.) But you
commaud me to teach that men are to find their salvation wholly
or partly in themselves.
III short, o.n what authority du you sit down and write any sermon-good, bad, or indifferent-send it to me, and command me
to preach it to my congregation? A minister should preach that
which he learns from scripture under the teaching of the Eternal
:-ipirit. He should preach none of the productions of other men t
no, not of the most enlightened; alld as for such sentiments as
thc.se which you require me on the present occasion to adopt, and
to preach, they are calculated to mislead inexperienced ministers,
and give countenanc.e alld currency to those damnable heresies now
spriflging up like mists among the marshes uf Oxford, and dark_
ening all the land, far and wide. Moreover, I defy any man living
to reconcile these sentiments of yours with the tenth, eleventh,
thirteenth t and sevellteenth articles. The twentieth article also I
advise you to study, before you send us any more" exhortations"
to read in our churches.
I have no disrespect to you personally: if you suspect me of
being actuated by a spirit of contumacy ill what 1 am saying, [
would only remark that unresisting acquiescence in unscriptural
doctrine forms no part of the Christian character, nor has ever promoted true religion in this country; and that orOlherly remonstrance a~ainst spiritual usurpation, is a thing peffectly distinct
from insubordination to secular authority.
The suhstiluce of the matter is this ; - ¥OJ command, or request
us to lend ourselves to the propagation of doctrines coutrary to the
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principles of the oracles of God, and to the whole tenor of the doctrine of justification by faith, as taught in the thirty-nine articles,
tile true source (let it be well remembered) of the Church -of England doctrine. And (as if once were not enough) you require us
to read your form" four times at least." Ought we not to answer,
We are much obliged to you ;. but we have already forms enough
and to spare, and do not want to borrow just now from your private store. We will not worship the image which thou hast set up.
So I answer however for myself :-1 do not refuse to give all due
publicity to the confirmation; but I refuse to do the other things
which you require in thii matter. I will neither substitute the precepts of men for the omnipotent word of God-nor represent the
ceremony of confirmation as superseding the promise to Abraha m
and his seed-nor exalt the bishop to such a degree of supraapostolical pre-eminence as nullifies the sovereign grace of Godnor ascribe to you, your office, or your administrations, the smallest
part of that glory which is due to God our Saviour, to whom alone
the glory of tile whole of our salvation is due.
I have the honor, &c. &c.
HENRY E. HEAD.
--000--

To the Editors if the Gospel lJrlagazine.
fURTHER OBSERVATIONS ON BISHOP PHILPOTTS.
DEAR SIRS,

ALTHOUGH the accompanyin!! letter has appeared in many of the
public papers, I cannot but think it deserving of a place among the
records of the Gospel Magazine. Bishop Philpotts is no ordinary
mall, and it i:s impossible for those who know him aright lo mistake
the tendency of his doctrines and practices. Whilst he cries out
aloud in high places against popery, he exhibits at the same time,
in his own person and character, all the essential characteristics of
an ignorant papist, eagerly craving after temporal wealth and spiritual power. If he could have his way, there would be no schism
in the professing cllllrch, nor, conseg uently would there be any
such hateful thing as a cOllventicle found in this land of liberty.
He would make all men of one mind by an act of archiepiscopal
authority, and make them all Christians too ceremoniously. The
priests, once more armed with a power above the constitutional
laws, would make all the people obey them implicitly. This is
what our busy meddling bishop contemplates, and aims at, and to
realize which he would gladly spend and be spent, always saving
and excepting the prize which he hath already obtained. But servile and time-serving as the clergy generally are, there is found
among them one man at least who dares to be honest and faithful,
and who, with an admirable independence worthy of the best of
causes, ventures at all risks to tell bis presumptuous diocesan
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" that he w ill not worshi p the image which he hath set up." Tt is
l'efre~hing and delightful to see a minister of the Church of England honoring the oath and covenant of. God, as Mr. Head does,
and casting to the moles and bats the unscriptural exhortations and
vain ceremoniousness of mere human construction. Will the bishop
pause in his haughty career, and examine the pillars and foundation of the Church; or, casting aside his mantle of charity and
rm·ekness. will he take vengeance on Mr. Head? Nous verrons !
Meantime let those that know and love the t·ruth of " the Bible,"
honor and support Mr. Head, who has made so noble a stand against
episcopal innovation and interference, and who acknowledges only
Christ for his master, and the Eternal Spirit for his authorised
teacher.
Ever your's, dear Sir, in truth and love,
.
A LAYMAN.
Sept. 11, IM38.
----000----

DISCOURSE n.
A SONG OF PRArSE TO THE THREE IN JEHOVAH FOR HIS COVENANT
FAITHFULNESS, FOR LEADING HIS PEOPLE THROUGH THE WIL.
DERNESS.

"To him which led his people through the wilderness; for his mercy endureth
for ever."-Psalm cXxxvi. 16.

psalm, song, or hymn, call it which you please, contains a
most solemn exhortation to praise Jehovah, which is over all his
works of creation, providence, and people. A very particulat·
mention is made of the Three in Jehovah, and at the rehearsal of
each and el ery one of them 'tis added, "his mercy endureth for
ever," which is repeated in every verse to shew that we cannot
enough extol that mercy to which we owe all our ble,sings both ill
earth and in heaven. According to the learned Dr. Lightfoot, it
was now, that is when this psalm was wrote, the six and twentieth
generation from the creation, or, from Adam to Moses: and accurJingly it rehearses the durableness of God's mercy, six and
twenty times over, beginning with the history of the creation, and
ending with the conquest of Sihon and Og. The numerals of the
name Jehovab amuunts to the sum of six and twenty. The psalmist
begins thus, " 0 give thanks unto the Lord for be is good, for his
mercy endureth for ever: 0 give tbanks unto the Lord of hosts,
for his mercy endureth fGr ever." And thus having conveyed to
the mind the idea of Jehovah's being the fountain of all essp.ntial
and communicative good-that the three in Jehovah exceeds the
agents in nature-and the self-existent all-created essence,-he
enters upon the suhject, beginning with the work of creation, and
spends six: verses on that subject. As his preface to it, he says,
" To Him who alone doeth great wonders, for his mercy endureth
for ever." Creation is a proof of Jehovah's essence, power, and
Godhead. His nature, essence, personalities, life, perfections, and
THIS
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blcssedncss is incomprehensible: and l}e alone it is who doeth gr0at
wonders: therefore to him alone be perpetunl thanks given, for
his mercy endureth for ever. To him that by wisdom made the
heavens, Bv wisdom here i~ not to be understood that perfection
of Deity, which shines throughout the whole creation of God; but
the essential wisdom of the Father, the word or only begotten SOil
of God ; even the wisdom Mediator is here to be understood. Even
him in whom God framed all his purposes concerning creation,
providence, and grace, the God-man, by whom God made the
worlds. The heavens declare the glory of God, and were so framed
as to be an outward symbol to express the mode of existence ill
the incomprehensible and essential essence of godhead. Hence
one mo,t judiciously expresses himself upon this subject thus:"The doctrine of a trinity of persons ill the divine es,ence re··
venled in the Bible, was designed by the Elohim to be represented
to us in this system. by the three great agents in nature, lire, light,
and air, or spirit, whose threefold condition and oneness of substance, and their natural and triune agency, for the Illai Iltenance
and preservation. of the natural worJd, in its beauty, order, and
existence, give us the best idea we can have of the persons ill the
essence as to their mode of existcnce-theit joint concurrence in
the support and government of the spiritual world-and their union
and chstinct economical actions in the work of our redemption.
The psalmist might, with the greatest propr:iety, in his sqng- of
praise to his preface· of creation, sing, "To him who alon.e doed!.
great w,onders, for his mercy e.ndureth for ever." Tf1en, il) vers~ 5,
he contemplates the author of creation, saying, "To bim that by
wisdom made the heavens, for· his mercy endureth 1'01'. ever."
Then he celebrates the power of godheadt displayed in separatin~
the earth and w,ater that covered It, which,; was a mass floating- ill
it, alld by the power of God was separated from it: this was 011
the tbird day of the creation: see Gen. iii. 9. This seems to have
been done oy Jehovah's omnipotent power, by a violent earthquake, whereoy its channels were broken up. This is taken notice
of by the psalmist in the 104th psalm. "Thou coveredst with the
deep as with a garment, the waters stood above the mountains: at
thy rebuke they fled: at the voice of thy thunders they hasted
away: they go up by the mountains: they go tlown by the valleys
unto the place thou hast founded for them: thou hast set them a
bound that they may not pass over, tbat they turn not ag;lin to
cover the earth." Verses 6,7,8) and 9. The psalmist next eelcl>rates Jehovah's praise for the light created and plncetl in the heavens, the sun to rule by day, the moon and stars to rule by night.
Then be proceeds to celebrate the mercy of the three in ,Jebovah
for what he bad done for his church and people, for tlestroyin[;
their enemies, and bringing- out his people from among them; with
n strong hand and a stretched out arm. He then records the,.-e
great acts of the Lord's, namely, His divitling the l{('d sea in two
VOL. Ill.-No. X.
~ N
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parts-causing his people to pass safely through-overthrowing
Pharoah and his host in it; and thus he brings us to the words of
our text. saying, "To him which led his people through the wilderness, for his mercy endureth for ever." He speaks of this as a
crowning mercy. When we with the psalmist view and consider
the wisdom, power, goodness, and mercy of the Lorci, we cannot
but admire, 10\'e, and praise him. When we survey his mercy to
many of us whom he hath regenerated, anci formed us as a people
for his praise, having made::us new creatures in Christ Jesus, we
may well adopt the language of the p,almist, and ascriue it, with
the continuance of his favour towards us, to his free sovereign
mercy-singing to his honour that his mercy endureth for ever.
\Vhen we are truly enlightened by the Holy Ghost, we see then
our two great acts of mercy which God puts forth and displays
upon his people. The one consists in bringing them out of darkness into his marvellous light; the other is in upholding the work
of faith in their souls, leading them safely through the journey of
life, and in due season bringing them to their haven of eternal rest
and happiness. These words, "To him which led his people
through the wilderness, for his mercy endureth for ever," may in
the hand of the Holy Spirit lead our minds sweetly to the following
meditations :-Firstly, to consider that the Lord's people are his
peculiar care and, charge. Secondly, that they are during time
state in a wilderness. Thirdly, the Lord leads them through it,
exercising his peculiar attention, protecting them' with the most
perfect safety. And, lastly, his leading the people through the
wilderness, proves to a demonstration, that c, his mercyendurPth
for ever:' I am first to consider the Lord's people are his peclllrar
care and charge. This I c'onsider as natural with, and the very
doctrine of, this scripture before us: yea the very thing- contained
and expre"sed' in it.· The people mentioned in my text are expres~ly ,called his people. As they are his, so his making them his
peculiar care and charge, is most assuredly the doctrine of the
words before us. He is spoken of as their leader, and is here said
to have'led them through the wilderness, which implies that nOlle
could do this but himself: and he did this most gloriously and compktely : hence praise is rendered to him for it. It is spoken of as
the blessing of ulessings: because they hereby were led out of it
no more to be in it: they being at their journey's end, had before
them their immediate entrance upon their Canaan, their settled
place of everlasting peace. To him. that is to Jehovah Jesus, the
leader of bi~ people tbrough the wilderness, who exercises his
mercy towards and uponthem all their journey through, " because
his rnt::rcy end ureth for ever," be endless pr-aise, Amen. It w'i11
1Iot be amiss, in purslling the particulars befOre us, to observe that
there is a parallel likeness between the Lord's dealings with his
Israel of old and his spiritual Is! ael, the beloved of God, who are
brought nigh unto bim by the blood of Christ: the one is the type,
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the other the antitype. May the Lord most graciously shine on our
minds, and sweetly and graciously bless us in these present medi.
tations. That the Lord's people are his singularly, and none besides, may be proved from the infallible testimony of the word of
God. That he hath set his love npon them, makes it known to
them, separates them by effect lIal calling from all others, and makes
them eminently his peculiar care and charge, is evident from his
own gracious and express promises given unto them in his holr
word. That tbey are, all through a time state, the objects of his'
love, mercy', care, and providence, may be proved from the whole
current of the words, and the ex perience of all saints. This is
very sweetly set before us, and realized in the typical people of
God, the children of Israel. Let us survey the Lord's dealings
with them, we shall it may be from hence make some pleasing reflections and sweet applications to our minds and cases, which
may do us good. The children ofIsrael'were typically the people
of God. He called himself their God: he took them into covenant
relation, and .revealed himself to them as a covenant-keeping God:
he redeemed them from the house of bondage, fulfilled his promises
u.nto them, and took them under his protection: he went before
them ill a pillar of a cloud by day, and a pillar of fire by night:
he was thdr ornament: he went before them in this visible token
of his presence, all through tbe wilderness, never leaving nor for,.
saking them. Let us review this and apply it to the truly chosen
of God, ('aBed and faithful in Christ.
1. That. the children of Israel were typical of tbe Loro's people.
Their great patriarch and father, Abraham, was an elect vessel of
mercy. The Lord called him by grace; he revealed himself to
him ill a covenant relation; appeared again and again unto him;
promised the Messiah should proceed out of his loins; set the
person and eternity of Christ's priesthood before him in the person
and blessing of Melchisedec; the sacrifice, death, aml'resurrection
of Me&siah the Pr;nce, before him in Isaac's being destined to be a
burnt offering, and his deliverance from the immediate stroke of
death; and the Lord sware by himself saying, " In thy seed shall
all the nations of the earth be blessed." He also said when he
changed Abram's name to ,Abrabam, and gave him the ordinance
o~ circumci&ion, and renewed tbe promise of the land oJ Canaall, [
WIll be their God.
When the same Jehovab Jesus appeared to
Moses in the bush at Horeb, he bid him say to the Israelites, I ' The
Lord God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of baae,
and the God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you; this is my name,
and this is my memorial to all generatiolls. He further calls himself their GOLl, and bids him and the dJers of Israel to say unto
Pharoah, "The Lord God of the Hebrews hath met with us."
He took them into open covenant relation to himself at Sinai, alld
said, ". ye shall be unto me a peculiar treasure above all peop.le,
for all the earth is mine; alld ye shall be UlIto me a kingdolll of
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priests, and an holy nation"
All this Moses tells them was' plll'G
favour, without any worth or worthiness in them. His words arc
these, " The Lord did not set his love upon you nor choose you,
because ye Wf're more in number than any people, (for ye were
the fewest of all people,) but because the Lord loved you, and
because be would keep the oath he had sworn Hnto yoUI' fathers,
hath the Lord brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed
you out of tbe house of bundmen, from the hand of Pharoah king
of Egypt."-Deut. vii. 7-8.
2. The Lord's redeeming them and bringing them 'out of the
land of Egypt, was the fruit of his own mercy alld love. Moses
says, ill his song of praise to the Lord, " Thou in mercy hast led
forth tlte people which thou hast redeemed; thou hast in thy
strength guided them unto thy holy habitation." His promise
concerning bringing them ant of Egypt was fulfilled, he took
them under his protection and became their guide and defence.
Let us apply all this to the truly called people of God. 'Tls
owing to an eternal act of free, sovereign, and immutable grace
in the mind and will of God, that they are the objects of his everlasting love, and the subjects of his endless metcy; they are vessels
of mercy, and are to be filled with God himself, the sea, fountain,
and spring of mercy. He stands related to them in an everlasting
covenant ordered in all things, and sure, as the Lord their God,
never to turn away from them from doing them good. Upon the
footing of this covenant they are redeemed Ollt of the hands of all
their ellemies; the blood of Jesus is the price that was paid to
ransom them. Being redeemed, the Lord reveals himself unto
tbem, amI sets them at liberty from their guilt and spiritual
bondage, by tbe sprinkling of the blood of the very pasehal Jamb
of God, who was oHered for them. He says expressly to them,
" The Lord sbp,JI gnide thee 'continually, and satisfy thy soul in
drought, and make fat thy bones; and thou shalt be as a walered
garden, alld like a spring of water whose waters fail not."haiah lviii. 11. The Angel of the Covenant, in whom Jehovah's
name is, in whom all the fullness of the Godhead iuvariably
resides) takcs them as their great and good Shepherd under hIs
care, llIakes them his peculiar cbarge, and will be faithful to his
trust. This leads mc, secondly, to shew that they are during Cl
time state in a wildcruess. This I rather express thus, in conformity to our text, in whieh reference is had to those wilderuesses and deserts of Arabia, wbich the Israelites had to pass
through 011 their march to Canaan, yet the Lord, who brought
them forth, was present with them, and wrought wonders fur
them. As the Israelites were typically as shadows to expre;is and
represent the ch'urch of the living God, and many ,of them were
. real members of Christ, and partakers of him, so their SillS, distresses, trials and deliverances, may put LIS in remembrance of
. our O\H1. They wt:re Jdivclcd liy the arlll of Jehovah frotll
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Egypt, so are wc out of a state of nature. They kept the pass.
over and sprinkling of blood as the means of their deliverance from
tbe destroying angel; we are brought to know Christ, and are
sprinkled with his blood, and this is our security from the guilt
and condemnation due to sin and sinners. They went forth Ollt
of Egypt with a high hand, and san?; the praises of their deliverer.
Believers, when set at liberty by faith in the person and finisheu
salvation· of JI:SUS, shout for gladness of heart, and express hi::;
glorious praise. The Lord went immediately before them in the
symbol of his presence, so that tbey had a clear evidence of his
pres'~nce; in l.ike manner upon his first bringing his people to
tbe knowledge of himself, he vouchsafes them so much of his
manifestative presence, that they have the le,tillJony of spiritual
sense that the Lord is with thelll of a truth. He would 1I0t lead
the hradites where they might sec war, /e~t they shoul J be dis.
couraged; he seldom lead::; his people immediately upon their
- calling to any sharp conflict WiUl their spiritual encmies. The
Israelites were tri~d another way. Their old enemics and oppressors'
provoke them; so old besetting sin and corruption after a wh.ile
bestirs itself in the soul::; of believer~. The Israelites are su
e:lvironed by rocks Oll either side, tl;e sea before them, and their
enemy at their heels, that they are filled \~ith fear; the Lord dril's
up the waters, leads them through, and druwns tlleir euemies; so
in the most trying circumstances, whell old friellds and companions pursue new converts to bring them back again illta the
ways of sin, the Lord lllo~t gloriollsly appears on their behalf, and
work::; a ddivaance for them. The lsraelites, thou~h Jed by
miracles, though God was ill the lllid,t of them, and favollred
them with his word and ordinances, yet they were prone to be ungrateful, rebellious, and full of unbeiief. \Ve are the very COUllterpart of them, our heart::; are what theirs were, seldom satisfied
With the goodlJess of the Lord j very rarely disposed to be wholly
dependellt on him, yet hiS mercies exceeded their sillllings, and
tbey bad all the reason they couL! have for saying, " He hath lIot
dealt with us after 0111' sins, nor rewarded u::; according to our
wickedness." Even so have we; the very best of God's people
IIlllst subscl ibe to this. Whilst tile Israelites were in the wilderuess the Lurd provided for them accordingly. The trelllCllduus
wilderness through wllich they passed i::; thu"l descriucd: -that
great and. terrible wilderness wlwrein were fiery serpents and
sCOJ'pions, and drought, where there was no water. The wilderness of this present evil world i::; no better to the people of God;
all in it is under the curse; whilst God's people are in it there
are fiery serpents and scorpions, the devil alld his angeh to terrify
cv il men, and evil things to sti Ilg, terrify, and perplex thelll,
There j::; no going through it without some fierce assaults from
them; allLl as we have sin in us, none of these enemies can a,sault
LIS) but it will be a miracle of graee if we are not hurt uy them.
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Our Imrnanuel indeed passed through (though most powerfully
assaulted,) pt.'ffectly holy ami undefiled. These enemi~s felt the
influence of his life and death; be triumphed and got an ever·
lasting victory in his own person, over every evil, enemy, sorrow,
and trouble. And we shall one day be as free from all evil and
assaults of our enemies as he now is, but we must follow first in
th~ regeneration, and when our race is run he will admit us into
hi~ glory. The Lord gave the Israelites their daily bread and
water; he wrought and continued these five standing miracles all
the while they were in the wtlderness; and these were all the same
1I0twithstandi!lg their rebellions be what they might.
I.-They had mallna every morning rained down from heaven
for them, except on the sabbath. The day preceding which they
had a double quantity.
a.-They bad water flowing from the rock, which had been smitten by the roJ of Moses. And this followed I hem throughout their
journies unul they came into the wilderness of Zion, and then another rock was opened to them. See Numb. xx. 1 h
S.-They had the cloud of glory in which Jehovah dwelt, and
this never departed from them. The Lord will not forsake his people for his great natlle sake, because it bath pleased tbe Lord to make
you his people. 1 Sam. xii. 22.
4.- Their feet did not swell, though they walked on hot burning
sands; surely, this was miraculous.
5.-Their raiment waxed not old, it did not wear out. Moses
in his record of God's dealings with them reminds them of it, saying, Thy raiment waxed not old upon thee, neither did thy foot
swell these fort)· years, Deut. viii. 4. Let me, believers in Jesus,
apply this subject to you; whilst) ou are in Jour wilderness state
you have ChrISt the bread of life to feed on; Christ the fountain of
the water of life to make use of. He is as a fountain of living waters, and as streams from Lebanon. You have Jesus constantly for
your protection; you are clothed with the garment of his righteousness which knows nu decay; it is immutable. You have in him
everlasting strength; you shall hold out unto the eod, and per~e
vere in his good ways. He giveth power to the faint, and to them
that have no might he increaseth strength. Are you sometimes
stung by the fiery serpents and scorpions which the wilderness you
are in is full? So were the Israelites; and God instituted the brazen serpent which was fixed on a pole, and it came to pass, if a
llerpent had bitten any man, if he looked to the serpent of brass he
lived. You have the Rntitype; Christ crucified is the healer; and
if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ
the righteous, and he is the propitiation (or our sins.
I proceed, thirdly, to observe, the Lord's people are led by him
tprough the wilderness; he exercises his peculiar attention, and protects them with the utmost safety. This was the case with respect
to his people the Isradites; Moses, who had been an eye-witness.of

THE GOSPEL MAGAZIN£.

479·

all the care of the Lord, and his goodness towards t'hat peopl~, saith
to t1wm, The Lord thy God hath blessed thee in all the work of
thine hand; he knoweth thy walking through the great wilderness:
these forty years the Lord thy God hath been with, thou hast lacked
nothing. Deut. ii.,. As the people of God whilst in the wilderness of this present evil world want an infallible guide, so they have
one, the Lord Jesus Chri~t, who is a sure and faithful one. Re is
their shepherd, guardian, and shield; the everlasting arms are constantly underneath them; he, the Eternal God is their refuge; he
promises that their shoes shall be iron and brass and says unto them,
As your days, so shall your strength be. All, each, and everyone
of God's elect are in the heart and hands of Christ, and set as a seal
on his arm. He bears them up by his power; be lead" them out
and off themselves, and fixes all their dependence on himself. He
leads them on, and carries them safely through the journey oflife;
he does not fail them in anyone instance; he engaged before the
world began to keep them safely and securely, and present them,
each and every individual of them before his Father, with a " Lo,
I .and the children whi,ch thou hast given me." And he is equal to
hIs engagements, and faithful to all his promises; he never said to
the seed of Jacob, Seek ye me in vain, the Israelites are proofs of
thi~, notwithstanding they and their fathers' heinous provocations
and rebellions in the wilderness, they were brought safely through
introduced into the land of Canaan. This is thy mercy celebrated
iu our text, " To him who led his people through the wilderness;
for his mercyendureth for ever." \\Then Jehovah Jesus spread out
a cloud to be a covering, and fire to gi,'e light in the night season,
did he not hereby shew peculi<,lr care and attention towards the people of Israel? And what says the same Jesus to his church r I, saith
the Lord, will be a wall of fire'round about, and will be the ~Iory
in the midst of her. Zech. ii. 5. Many a saint hath already heen
led through the wilderness safely and blessedly; thousands are safely landed on the heavenly coast, and are safely entered into the
kingdom of glory; IInd a feeble, yea the feeblest saint, shall be more
than a match for all hell-a poor weak worm shall be a conqueror,
yea, more than conqueror in Christ, and by faith in Him shall triumph over all the 1V0rld ; Jesus will lead you, who are one with
him, safely through the p.r.esent time state, which may be compared
to a wilderness: he will keep his eye on you; he will lead you, and
walk with you step by step; he will never withdraw his eye from
you; he will most di\'inely and graciously protect you: he will be
sure to lead you in a right way, to the city of habitation, and he wiH
keep you as the apple of his eye.
'
I proceed, Lastly, to show Christ's leading his people through the
wilderness, proves to a demonstration, that his 'mercy endureth for
ever; so tbe Psalmist 'thought, therefore he offers up his prayer accordingly, saying, "To him that led his people through the wilderness; for his mt::rcy endureth for ever." If ever mercy deserves
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an Eb{'nez~r to he erecterl to perpetuate the praises of tbe Loru'and
Sa viou r, this doill- it is mercy in its fulles~ glory, that God's everlasting love sboldcJ be expressed towards and upon his elect peo;.
plc all through life, and in the very article of death: our minds as
enlig htenqd to view it, cannot but admire and esteem it gloriolls
mercy indeed; the .mission of Christ was a g-Iorious displav of the
mercy of the Eternal Three: our complete salvation in Christ and
by Him, is an evidence that his mercy endureth for ever. The re";elation of ·Christ to us and in us, with the full and free pardon of
.our sins, our complete justification, on the everlastingly complete
and per-feet righteousness, with an enjoyment of the Father's love
;,Ih:d abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost, is a display ofmcrey.
For ,Jesus to keep from the evil within us, and from the rage anJ
fury .of Satan tile roaring lion of tJell, ill the hour of temptation,
,shows the gr'catness and Immutability of his mercy. He is pleased
to rnanifeot his friendship in acts of mercy, most exactly as our
cases, circumstances, sorrows, and afflictions require; and for these
ads of his mercy we can never sufficiently admire and extol his
g·reat and glorious name, which is. above ~dl blessing and praise.
That we have hll1l dweJll1lg ill us, and his word to assure us, Ihat
where be is we shall, be also; that he will be 0111' guide even unto
,death, and then admit.us to his eternal kingdom of glory in heaven,
may enaGle us with the most devou~ gratitude of hea,rt to say, " To
hirn that led his people through the wilderness; for bis mercy ell~
,dureth for ever; be glory and honour" dominion and praise, both
now and for ever, Amen'and Amen."
.SAMUEL EYLES PIERCE.
---000---

Theological Revie-w.
'flte N~U' PI,vr Law} with some account qf its fatal operation on the'
sick and /1( lplfss Poor ill Bridgewatcr Ullion. By John Bowen,
une ()f the Guardians.-Hatchard.
,A Lnta to the King in r~(utation if some of tile charges prfjern cl
against the Poor. f¥ith copious statistical zllustratlOllSj de 11 lO 11-,
strative of the injustice with u;/iiclt that bod!) has been assailed.
By,.Jobn Bowen.-Hatchard.
t1LL governments were institute·d {or the benefit of those societies
which were to be governed; to thi~ end all regulations are, or
ought to be directed. Whenever, therefore, allY considerable inco!.)\'en,iences are felt by the people, in consequence of the laws'
enacted, they have an undoubted, right to require their abolition
or alteration. ,This right m'ust be '11Iore evident when inconve·nieuces are felt from a violation or a non-observance of reO! ulations
which have been made.· In this case to demand an open djsclls~ion
of the laws is a duty d]('y owe to themselves, which would be cuI.
pable to <:mit.
I
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We have coupled the above two pamphlets of Mr. Bowell's
together, as the subject of the poor laws is assimilated in each
separate publication.
.
It has been asserted that the old poor laws established in this
country, ill their operations have been most pernicious in their
consequences, and have occasioned the multiplication of miseries,
and the increase of every crime.
It is upon this basis our advocate before us for suffering
humanity makes his stand, and ch1\rges the assertors thereof as
poisoning the source of mercy by stigmatizing the poor as a band
of crimin'als, and the poor laws made by Ollr progenitors as the
cause of their depravity. In order he said that the public mind
should not be misled, and the cause of the poor prejudiced, the
alleged fact should be examined, which to' do' effectually, he
observes, would require a volume; but in the small com'parative
space he shall occupy, he fays will be sufficient to reprieve the
poor law of England from that sweeping condemnation to wllich
they have been subjected.
Our philanthropic writer enters largely upon this topic, and
refutes the calumny by appealing to the results of enCJuiry Illade
by a commilteee of the House of COlllmons upon their investiga.
tion of crime. It is a subject full of information and of illlporta/lce. Several of their official statements are exposed a'l
untenable, absurdly illogical, and ~rossly _unjust.
Upon tillS
matter this worthy man enters his decided protest) by sayingQUaT A'rION.

" However desirable it may be to endeavour to remove a part of
the prejudice which has been so cruelly raised against the poor, by
representing them as a band of criminals, it is not less imponClllt
that the deterioration, said to have been effected in their character
and condition, by the operation of the laws intended for their
relief, should be considered. Those who declaim on the pre,ent
degradcd state of the poor assume as a fact that, before t!-]e stat LI te
of Elizabeth was passed, the labouring classes in this country were
a prosperous and independcnt race. It is not wonderful that such
maudlin trash should be put forth by the ephemera that eater for
the insatiate readers of the day, who. must have something new
and vastly interesting; hut that men in authority sl]ould substitute
fiction for fact, ancl gravely mal'e such s"t<j.tements, almost surpasses
belief. The condition of the labonring classes at the period in
question, as attested by contemporary authorities, was a condition
of extreme indigence and degradation. To that fact, we have not
only the testimony of the chroniclers such as Harrisun and HoJlingshed, but that of Erasrnus and Scaliger. Modern enquirers have
like.wise uniformly arrived at the same conclusion
Mr. Bicheno,
the secretary to the Linnean Society, thus states the n"sult of his
inquiries on the subject : -
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" , III examining the old authors about the time of' Eliz;lhelh
and .lames, all the facts that are stated by them bear me out in
saying, that the condition of' the peasantry in this country, in the
fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, were very similar to what now
exists in Ireland.' ,.
Mr. Bowen goes on further to say thatQUOT A'fION.

" To compare, in detail, the present number and condition. of
the middle classes, with their number and condition before tht> Hltraduction of the poor laws, would be a mere wa<te of time. That
influential and numerous body has been multiplied more than
twcnty fold since the age of Eliz:ibelh; previously to which it can
scarcely be said to have had any recognised existence. What was
the origin of this class? From whom are they sprung? Are
they the descendants of the upper classes, reduced to the middle
order? Or have they sprung from the poor? If from the latter,
which is most unquestionably the ca~e, their existence triumphantly
l~efutes the calumnious charge, that a provision for the poor has
been fatal to their industry and provident habits. It is evidl"nt
that one steadily progressi\'e march of improvea,ent and accumll··
lation has, from the age of Elizabeth, abundantly multiplied an(l
distributed all the means of enjoyment which our own climate
affords. The whole habitable earth too, has been ransacked for
objects of luxury and taste, anu every region, in its turn, made to
contribute its choicest productions to an unsated appetite for
novelty and ornanlcnt: an appetite, not merely indulged in hy the
few, but by millions. In addition to the immeasurahle mass of
wealth accumulated at home, means have been furnished, by this
denounced population, to foster rash speculation and chimerical
·enterprise in distant parts of the globe. Upwards of seventy-two
millions have been subsl:Tibed, in this country, 10 foreign loans
~ince 1821, and about eight millions- have been squ;1I1dered in
American mining and other foreign schemes. All this is the result
of the poor man's labour, aided by accumulated capital, created ~y
former labour; and amid this exuberant profusion, derived from
such a source, the legislature is invoked to save the country frolll
the ruinous cOllseljuence1> of the poor laws.
" It is difficult, even for persons not unused to such e{f<,rts, to
preserve the integrity of their judgment against the clamour
which has been raised on this subject. A material aid towards
effecting this may be derived from steadily contemplating the pro.
digious change which has taken place in the commerce and public
revenue of tbis kingdom, since the·date of the poor laws. Mi,sclden
states the exports in 1613 to have been 2,090,643; they are now
upwards of forty millions annually. The public revenue, from
1558 to 18:13 is Idid before the public, whicll is a valuable uucument, and interesting."
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Our limits will not allow us to take further extra<:ts {rolll the
above illterestiug publications, we can only obscne that the fir,t
pamphlet on the new poor law bill, exhibits a most melancholy
detail of a system of inhumanity, and that ouly in one local
(listrict, insomuch as to harrow np the very feelings of a stoic, and
make tbe soul sigh and revolt at the description. Mr. Bowen, as
one of the guardians of the. poor, must be possessed of "nowledgc
and means of information wbich belong but to a few individ uals,
and his concem for the iudigent reflects lI1uch crcdit on his sen.
sitive feelings. The good :;ense and remarks to be founq in these
two tracts, prove th:lt the author availed himself of the advantages
of his situation, and shuw forth the benevolence of tbe motives in
whieh they origina:eJ. Tbey exhibit bowels of cOlllm'lscration for
his afflictc:d brethren, . ; 0 that wbile the priest and the jevite draw
back, be drclws near, alld weeps with those that weep, and mixes
his tears of sympathy with them ill their misery.
And here we join with Mr. Bowen in repudiatii'g the immeasurable mass of wealth sent Ollt of this country in fOleign loans, and
chimerical and rash speculations, the result of the poor man's
labo ur, which if it had been properly appl ied, would have softened
the pillow of wretchedness, and made the poor laws almost obsolete.
And here by way of parenthe,is, we are led to notice the millions
of money that have been colleectcd within the last forty years upon
the fruitless experiment of converting the heathens, so denominated, by mere quixotic adventurers, which if they bad been expended at home, would bave operated to have IlIa,le our little
island, aml the sister kingdom, a fruitful garden; wherein innumerable tlJOusands of lhe population have pined away in abject
poverty, with squalid countenallces and broken hearts, who might
have rejoiced and sang, instead of going on weeping and grolnillg
to the grave. Our cloudy atmosllhere of protJigacy and corruption might have in a degree been cleared, alld light and fettil,ty
have followed. Therefore we assert, we ought first to feel for our
own brethren, who sojourn with us, both in their spiritual and
temporal condition. It IS an apostulic denunciation if any provide
not for his own, and especially for those of his own house, he hal h
denied tile faith, and is worse thdn an infidel. How do our
religious folks reconcile this, when they shut up their bowels of
compassion to suffering distress and poverty around them in all
directions. It was no later tball the 2bt of May last, Lord Lyndhurst openly asserted in the I-louse of Lords, that beside other
accumulated distresses, there wcrc in Ireland, as reported by the
commissioners of enqniry, two lIIillions eight hundred thousands
wilo subsist on potatoes and weeds only. \Vc were horror struck
when wc read under the horrid description that two hundred and
fifty-three tlwusaml,jive hundred and eight pounds were obtained
frolll thc British publiC ill the year 1837, to convelt the heathens,
whiie hcatlJenisfil alJJ poverty are surrounding us in all directions.
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We need not run or sail after the Bishop of Calclltta, who is now
we are given to understand upon the eve of returning with the
spoils of bis warfare, and the splendid trophies of his victories.
Let the intended emigrant abide at the station God has appointed
to him. The house of misery stands in every corner of the land,
with a door open for those who have- hearts of feeling to enter in
to mitigate the sufferings of their fellow creatures, who need
charity and compassion, bowed down with sorrow and a broken
heart.' In every direction we find objects of grief; distress of one
kind or other is everv where, with' heaviness and bitterness of
heart, to be found. Human nature has to strug~le witlr various
confi icts ill tbis state of trial, of which the ga'y, the healthful, and
the prosperous form no idea of the sufferings which are felt by the
llumerous class of the afflicted. Indeed one part of mankind
are ulter strangers to the many woes and griefs endured by the
other, insomuch that it, may be said " The plowers have plowed
upon tbe back, and made· long furrows."
Here the benevolent
heart \vdl find plenty of objects within its own di,trict, with e\'ery
opportunity of adlllinisterlllg balm to his neighbours wounds, so
that it may be said with truth, the Iloor and the afflicted ye have
ilway with you.
We have inadvertently trespassed on the patience of our read el'S,
arising from perusing the philanthropic publications of Mr. B.,
a cummiserating friend of the poor and helpless, in whose breast
flows the milk of human kindness. We shall close this article in
tile words of the apostle, by saying, Whoso hat h this world's goods
and seeth his bro~her have need, and shutteth up his bowels of
compassion from bim, how dwelleth the love of God in him.
--ooo~

Tlze Sdect WOl'ks of tlze late William Hunting/on, S. S. in Five
Volumes, 3vo. vo\. 3.-Bennett.
few intervals we have to spare ·in perusinR the above seleeti"n,
we consider ourselves setting as it were with a holy family in their
thatched cuttage, ano partak ing with them of their repasts from
wooden trenchers, with a plenteous satisfaction·; and though we
ha ve in former days Sat down at the mostll1xurious feasts from golden
and silver serVIces, we have found our,elves equally replenished.
"Ve have had what the present generation have nol been prodigal
with-our Homers, our Demosthcnes, alld our Ciceros, standing lip
with the (Jativesimplicityof TRUTH, yes, with the Imposing powers of
eloquence, and the charms of persuasion, prodai'lning the unsearch_
able riches of Christ.
0, how do our hearts beat with joy at the
recollection. To uepict the characters, we must describe' ('hem
without models, and who will never have imitators.
Here we are led to consider the herd of preachen swarming.like
locusts around-the mere echos of pretended eehos. They seek
"alter the dictates of pcr:;uasioll, but have nothing la persuade;
THE
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thcv make observations. but they have not· the knowledg-e to explain
the~n, and when they attempt the task, they are doubly obscure.
They attempt to elighten the uilderstandlllg, but then it IS by a
round-about way, a limping, stumbling method. Thtir topics of
theology are so futile and sickening, 'that they wear out the understanding, consume valuable time, and' absolutely weaken the
energies of the intellectual faculty. The sum total is, being iglloTant of God and of themselveli, they sI, irn over the surface of the Jl:'ep
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, nCJr are they carat,le of digging III the mine for to search out the pearl of great price. Like
I he pendulum, they vibrate from side 10 SIde, and impress no sentiment ; they are a sort of people wlJO d. slroy every' thlllg, ami
build nothing.
Now, when we contrast this poor illiteratc man, the subject of the
elaborate work before us, a mere e-hdd of nature, unrleJged and
ulltaught, we must say he received that anoimi'lg from the gn~at
lnstructor of the church, that tilled bim for Ihe cOIployllJellt appoillted for him. \Vithout the adorflluent of eloqllence, no meretricious trappings to set him off, nor any to patronize him, but
plenty to Illalign and calumniate him willl tI)(~ most acrimonious
epithets, because his extraordillary taleills, humbled the vanity and
self-importance of the pigmies around him. He stuod, as it were
alone, it was the invisible hand of Him, 1'1'110 chooses the ba~e
things of the world, the weakest, and lhe lllO:.t foolish, to confound
the wisdom of the wise, that supported him in his appointed work.
In taking up the thml volume of the wurks, we were forcihly
struck, among a variety 01 sound remarks, iu reading the delineation
of lhe work of regeneration upon the soul, and as it is a patll the
vulture's eye has not seen, and only known 10 those who are lhe
appointed heirs of the heavcnly inherltancc, they can enter fully
into the subject, and follow tile writer step by step In their own l'Xperlcncc.
QUOTATION.

" Regeneration is a change wruught in every part or faculty of
the soul by the Holy ~piril of GoJ ; in whicil somc Ihin)!s are rc1I1oved, and things that were corrupted by sin are set right ngain;
hence it is called washing and renewing; Ihat is cleansing and
rnaki.ng new again. 'According to his mercy he saved us, by the
washIng of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost.' And,
as God is said to give tcstimony to the word of his grace, ll.is he
does by causing his Spirit to atlend and apply the word preached,
which is God's seal to the message, 'Y all received the Spirit
(says Paul, not by the works of tbe law, but by the preachinl! of
faith.' Rellce the word goes to God's eJect, as it doth not to at hers;
to others it goes in word only, but to the elect' in power, in the
110ly Ghost, aud in much assurance;' which makes manifest who
arc the elect and who are not. The word preached is the mealls
of conveying tilt: Spirit; hellce it is said, that' Christ loved the
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church, and gave himself. for it j that he might sanctify and c1eans~
it with thL: washing of water by tile word; that he might pre~ent
it to hilliself a glprious church, not havin,g spot"or wrinkle, or any
such thing; but that it should be holy, and without blemish.' Now,
as this way is to be called the way of holiness, it shows that sin is
purged and removed out of the way, and real holiness brought into
the soul of those who follow Christ in the regeneratioll.
"There is a cleansing of us by the Spirit of God. 'Then will
I sprinkle dean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all
your filthiness, and frolll all your idols, will I cleanse you. A new
heart a1;0 will I ~i~'e you, and a new spirit will J put within you.'
They mw,t be cleansed that walk in tJJis way; as the prophet says,
, It slJall be called the way of holiness; the lHldeall shall not pass
over it;' but they that are cleansed shall. There is no one thing
that the Holy Ghost does in tbe SOLI!; Qf God\ children, but that
work is put, as a name, upon the wa.y in which they walk j as, ill
the above, the prophet says the unclean shall not pa~s over the
way of holiness. But the regenerated soul walks in a cleall way,
because he is clean. 'Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse bis
way? By taking heed thereto according to thy wDrd.'
"The Holy Spirit, ill his work of regeneratiun, removes the veil
of ignorance from the ulHkrstanding; h~llce our Lord tells the
Laodicean church, that he counsels her to buy of him eye-salve to
anoint her eyes, that she may see.. And, when this anointing tak~s
p:ac'e, We have some glinlllJerillg views of God's ways, and not till
then; for we are expressly said to Ge bliud before, and to be going
we know not whither. ' 1 will lJrillg the blind by a way that they
knew not; I will lead them in paths that they have not known: I
will make darkness light before t"em.' Aud this light which makes
into us, and breaks out before us, is called the morning-star, tile
begilllling of glDry. Now, our path to heaven takes its name from
thiS illllllll1latjn~ work of tbe Huly Spirit. 'The path of the just
is as the shinlllg light, which shi"eth lIJlJre and more unto the perfcct day.'
" In the work of regeneration spiritual life is infused into the
soul. • It is the SPirit that quickelleth.' And that part of the soul
which first feels tile quickellillg energy of the Spirit is,tbe con·
scicnce, or what the scriptures call the heart; and hence it is that
we often meet with sllch cncuuragillg words as lhese, 'The humble
shall-sce tlJis, aud be glad; aud your neart sllallli ve that seek God j
which appear" to me to mean this, that the lifc-giviug convictions
of the Spirit shalluot die away from tbe cOil~cience of Gou'" elect.
It is that quickeuing Po\\ er of the .spirit that luakl's th~ couscieuce
so su>ceptilJle of every illJpression and of every impulse made by
the reproofs, rebukes, contentions, frownings, or contrary walklllgs
of God, toward it. It is lll;ade sore alld tender, it IS chafed and
wounded; it is made sick of sin, C\ud is like a thorn hedge to the
silluer: if he adds to the: load that it feels, or tu tlJC wuund~ alreaJy

TIlE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

1-87

inflicted, it cries out. The energy of the sinner's pra) crs spring's
from this life; he cries day and night, anti hungers, thirsts, longs,
craves, and faints, till he can believe and apply the atonerncn t
Nor can anyone thing under heaven feed conscience but the blood
and righteousness of' Christ. The Spirit purges the conscience
from dead works by the blood of Christ; and such a conscience
know's the Lord's meaning well when he says, 'My blood is drink
indeed.' Moreover, righteousness must be brought into the con.
science before conscience can be fed so as to be satisfiecl. 'With
the heart man believeth unto righteousness, and with the mouth
confession is made uuto salvation.' Thns the good Spirit quickens
the dead soul; and the way that such a living soul walks in when
quickened, is called the way of life. 'The way of life is above to
the wise, that;he may depart from hell beneath.'
"Tile good Spirit is ca \led t he Spirit of revelation. 'That the'
God of our I.ord JeStH Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto
you the Sp;rit of wisdom and revelation in the knowled'~e of him:
the eyes of your under-tanding' bein~ enlightened; that ye may
know what is the hope of his calling' It is the work and office of
the Holy Spirit to testify of Christ, and to take the things which
are his, and, to reveal them to us. We discern nothing but what
he exhibits; nor h:we we any experimental joy of Christ or his fulne~s but what the 8pirit applies; and sometimes both our discoveries and enjoyments appear small; but they should by no means
he overlooked; 'for who hath despised the day of small things?'
God does not, nor shonld we. There is in the solll renewed a keen
appetite for knowled~e ; and God promises to send pastors after
his own Iwart to feed us with it. And there are such depths in
Christ, and in the mysteries of his kingdom, that they cannot be
fathomed. Bnt every ~Iirnpse or distant view of Christ, hovever
transient, is of infinite worth to the inspired soul; and so is every
fresh discovery of his person or works that is made to us in the word
of God; it is meditate:l on, eaten, digested, alld treasured up in
mind and memory for ever. And this blessed Spirit of wisdom
and understanding goes on to guide and guard the mind throughout
our whole pilgrimage, till we come to a perfection of knowledge
above. And this divine teaching gives another name to the saint's
way; 'forsake the foolish and live, and go in the way of understanding.'
"As the Holy Spirit takes up his abode in the believer, on which
account wc are denominatecl holy, because of the indwelling of the
Holy Ghost, so he is said to sanctify us; 'That the offering lip of
the Gentiles might be accepted, being sanetified hy the Holy
Ghost.' And tbis sanctific:ltion is, first, by his OJust gracious presence; and, secondly, by the pure and purifying grace which he
implants; and, thirclly, by the image which he stamps; and,
fourthly, by his continual renewing operations which he prod uces,
and which the believer is sensible enough of; for, however de-
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jected or dismaycd before, upon the fresh operations and influcnce'S
of the Spirit,oll the soul, he thanks God, and takes courage. This
work of sallctificalion going on by the Spirit in the believer, or
worklOg real holiness in him, gives the saint's way another name;
'and a way shall be there; and it shall be called, The way of
holiness.'
" As it is oy pardon sealed, and by righteousness imputed, tbat
the soul finds peac;e with God, so aH the tLne that the mind exercises its confidence u pan the atonement and righteousrlPss of Christ
for acceptance with God, the soul becomes calm, composed, and
tral1f)ud, reclining and resting on the Saviour's full satisfaction, and
on the divine veracity of God in him. 'Thou wilt. keep him in
perfect peace whose mind is stayed on thee; because he trusteth
in thee.' And this 'gives another nal\le to the saint's (laths: • Wisdom's ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.'
And what is that which makes wisdom's ways pleasant? why' drinking of the river of God's pleasure.' Anq what is that river but the
luve of God shed abroad in the heart by the Holy Spirit, and the
comfort of love; when we enjoy it? And the various operations of
the Holy Spirit are' the streams that make glad the city of God.' "
The abo~e extract is upon au important suuject, wherein is displayed the life of God in the soul, which if a man stumbles on, It will
annihilate him. Our modern theologians, even our Nicodemus's
in their divinity chairs know little about it, otherwise we should not
hear them in their pulpit harangues, calling upon the creature, to
make him a new heart, and form a right spirit within him, thus
turning the wlJOle fabric of God's buildin~ upside down. God
says of them, " they make no difference betwecn the holy and profane, nor between the clean and the undeall," and compares them
to daubers with untempered lllonar, upon whom his indiguation
shall be poured Ollt,
For as is remarked by the autlwr, and it ought to make a serious
impressiull on the mind of our readers, that errors and heresies defile the_mind, confuse the judgment, and corrupt the affections, so
as to damp our lo~e to the Saviour, and dlaw it from the truth, and
from the simplicity of it, as it is in Christ; therefore, be earnest
with God for the teaching of the Holy Spirit, for nothing but that
which is applied by God with power to thy soul, will ever kef'p thee
from the power of the destroyer, support thee on the fiery trial, or
stay thy heart in a dying hour.
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