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So the Lord God of Israel is with thee, poor dejected soul, however
dark, mysterious, aud confused may be thy way. As regards sweet ,
sensible enjoyment, thou hast lost thy Lord, and thy fears are, that tl~y
Lord has lost thee-or rather, that he never found thee in a way of
mercy and of love. Thou hast a thousand doubts as to whether thou
hast any interest in that blessed promise recorded in the 32nd of Deutronomy, and 10th verse-" He found him in a desert land, and in the
waste howling wilderness." But thou art interested in it, poor soul;
and the Lord thy God is now, by his dealings with thee, giving thee an experimental acquaintance with, and making manifest thine interest in, the
latter clause of the same blessed portion, "He led him about, he instructed him, he kept him as the apple of his eye."
Yes; he is the God of truth, and as surely as he has given thee a
No. X. Vol. I.-,New Series.
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THE LORD'S PRESENCE WITH HIS PE0PLE.

" Though dark be thy way, since he is thy guide,
'Tis thine to obey-'tis his to provide;
Though cisterns be broken, and creatures all fail,
The word he has spoken shall surely prevail."

promise, and raised thy soul from the depths of darkness and unbelief
to "hope in his mercy," so surely shall he fulfil in thy happy experience "the word upon which he has caused thee to hope." And mark,
reader, one blessed fact, before we lose sight of it, that however dark may
be thy feelings-dismal thy forebodings-and discouraging thy prospects,
if thou feelest in thine heart a sighing, a crying, a groaning for deliverance; if thou d?st find, as it were, a going out of thyself, a forsaking of every other refuge; an abandonIJ;lent of all other resources;
and an ardent, fervent, importunate wrestling with the Lord thy God;
a crying with Jacob, "I will not let thee go except thou bless me ;"
with Esther, "I will go in unto the king, and if I perish I perish ;"
with Jonah, "Out of the belly of hell will I cry unto thee;" with the
woman in the Gospel, who had haq the issue of blood for twelve long
years, and who had in vain spent all her substance upon physicians, exclaiming, as she passed through the crowd of oppositions by which she
was surrounded, "If I ran but touch the hem of his garment, I shall
be made whole;" if this be thy case, we say unto thee, It will be well.
What a dear, loving, faithful Lord, first to give confidence in his power
to save, then to furnish his tried ones with a cry to him, and an ability
and determination to brave every obstruction. And these cases are left
upon record for thy encouragement, poor doubting, trembling soul.
The same A~mighty, all-gracious Deliverer, put the wrestling cry into
thine afflicted heart; and is now so nourishing what he has implanted
there, that, ere long, with reverence be it spoken, thy importunities
will be too much even for a God to withstand; and thou, at present the
"wrestling Jacob," shall be made a "prevailing Israel." "The kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent taketh it by force."
"This is the Lord's doings, and it is marvellous in our eyes."
But let us look a little into the passage before us, "Behold I um with
thee." Then surely, however dark and trying our path may be, we need
not fear, "for the Lord is there"-there to uphold and strengthen,
though not at all tiIJ;les to comfort and refresh. But his withdrawals
make his love-visits more precious; the hidings of his blessed countenance cause it to shine more lovely when it-again appears; the fresh
bursting forth of the rays of the Sun of righteousness makes that Sun
app~ar to shine with more brilliancy and lustre when it illumines the
dark and mysterious path by which we have travelled.
"And will keep thee," from the paths of the destroyer; in times ,of
danger and of difficulty; in. thy going out and coming in; when the
enemy cometh in like a flood: none shall prevail against-nothing overpower thee, for "the Lord thy God ill the midst of thee is mighty."
" In all places whither th01t goest." In ALL places ,; -in the valley as
well as upon the mount; in the depths of sorrow, as well as upon the
mountains of joy; in sickness as well as in health; in adversity as well
as in prosperity; in life, in death, and to all eternity.-
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But let us examine some ofthe places into which the children of the Lord
are called. Some of his beloved family are in such dark, dismal, mysterious places, that they know not where they are. It is as gloomy as
midnight with them; they look in vain for break of day, and fear at.
times that the darkness in which ~hey are enveloped will never disappear.
The first place in. which the Lord meets his people is in Egyptian
darkness; dead in trespasses and sin; afar off. by wicked works;
strangers to the commonwealth of Israel; without God and without
hope in the world. But when the day and hour fixed upon and
settled by the three-one God, in the counsels of eternity, arrives, then
Jehovah goes forth and makes each soul of his elect family "willing in
the day of his power." Not one more nor one less than was in et.ernity
decided upon. Others of the human race were passed by and left, the
great Eternal, in a sovereign way, choosing only whom he would; and
they, in his own good time, are made manifest, being" born not of blood,
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God." And
when the Lord passed by them-seeing them in the open field of nature,
polluted in their blood-~pread his skirt over them, and said unto them,
"Live," then he quickens them into newness oflife, and, sooner or laterhaving killed them to all hope of salvation in and by a covenant of
works-the blessed Spirit leads them to lay hold upon Christ Jesus,
as their full, free, and complete redemption; brings them to feel the
cleansing efficacy of his most precious blood, and arrays them from head
to foot in the robe of his righteousness, in which they stand as faultless
and complete as the saints before the throne. But having enjoyed the
comfort of this; having realized the blessedness of pardoned sin, and
rejoiced in hope of eternal life, and in the prospect of a final and complete victory over Satan, sin, and every deadly foe, ere they are aware,
they are called to warfare; the trumpet sounds and they are summoned
to the battle-field. This next place is alluded to by Mr. Hart where
he says,
" 'When all this is done, and their hearts are assur'd
Of the total remission of sins;
When their pardon is sign'd, and their peace is procur'd,
From that moment their conflict begins."

Nor would this be so afflictive or trying, but their Captain-he in whose
pre.seuce they have only just began to joy and triumph-is lost sight of,
and they apparently are called to sustain the conflict alone. The
thundering artillery begins to roar; the cannon-balls sweep angrily by;
and every moment the poor soldier expects to fall a prey to their fury.
And so he would were he not protected by an invisible arm, whom
Satan nor all the forces of hell dare venture to resist. Jesus, the
Captain of salvation, in his own person sustained the heat of the conflict; "he spoiled principalities and powers, and made a show of them
openly;" and the most his loved warriors have to encounter is but a
"skirmish," in which he, though unseen, protects them from harm,
and the terror arising from which he causes to echo to him in appeals
for succour and deliverance. This, in due time, he affords; the smoke
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of the conflict is cleared away, and again he is discovered by his timid
soldiers riding over the field of warfare, "conquering and to conquer."
A little respite succeeds the engagement, and the 'Christian walTior is
indulged with the approbation and smiles of his glorious Leader. Bat
this is not his rest; soon again we behold him engaged in the fight,
agreeably to two lines on a soldier's tomb, with which we are familiar" But the heaviest conflict I ever was in
Was the battle of self, in the victory o'er sin."

Leaving, however, the comparison of the soldier, poor believer, lest Satan
and thine own heart should take advantage to amuse rather than to
afford (if God will) a little comfort, we endeavour to come down to thy
peculiar case. 'It may be, as previously hinted, that soon after the
Lord spoke pardon and peace to thy troubled conscience, and set thy
mind at a happy liberty, and thou wert indulging the thought that thy
enjoyments would have no termination, but that thou shouldst go
,smoothly, peacefully, and joyfully on to glory-thy comforts began to
fail; thy mind became burdened; the light and enjoyment thou hadst
experienced were withdrawn; and thy soul again plunged into darkness,
misery, and almost despair, in consequence of thy indulgence of some
secret sin or other, -which thou hadst vainly supposed was dead or had
lost its influence over thee. The tempter now told thee it was all over
with thee; but the Lord, who caused thee to groan to him for a fresh
sense of pardoning love, was pleased aglJ.in to heal the breach-to proclaim liberty again to thy sin·fettered soul-and give thee to triumph in
the hope of complete victory through a Saviour's blood. Some years
may have rolled away since then; and thou hast, during those years,
enjoyed at times much of the sweet presence, and walked under the light
of the countenance, of thy lovely and adorable Lord. He has made
himself oftentimes very p~ecious to thy soul; has borne thy ,burdens,
carried thy SOlTOWS, spoken peace again and again to thy troubled heart,
and again and again assured thee that where he is, there ere long thou
shalt surely be. And thou hast rejoiced in the blessed assurance-thou
hast been certain of complete victory and final triumph over sin, death,
and hell; and as sweetly satisfied that thou wert interested in all the
blessings of a free-grace salvation, as it was possible for thee to be.
Thou hust been as it were caught up into the third heavens; thou hust
had such enjoyment of the love, the 'tenderness, and compassion of thy
gracious Lord, as baffles all language to describe; thou hast had such
sweet views of the covenant of grace-how it was" ordered in all things and
sure ":'-that nothing could be added to it nor taken from it-and thou hast
beheld thine own life,so "completely hid with Christ in God," that thou
hast said, "Lord, it is enough; forbear, Lord; withhold thy comforts;
this poor earthen vessel is too full to bear more." Anon, sin, unbelief,
and such hellish corruptions press in upon thee as threaten to overwhelm
and sink thy soul to the nethermost hell. And, instead of light, love,
and liberty, thou really dost appear to have 'become "an ha'bitation fot
uevils and for every foul spirit." As Mr. Hart says,
" Every I'ansack'd comeI' shows
Some unexpected sin."
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'l'hOll wert affrighted-terrified beyond measure, and in the agony of thy
soul, thou didst exclaim, "Can ever God dwell here? Why, surely i
said something, amid that fancied enjoyment which I had just now,
whereby I have committed the unpardonable sin; God has given me
over to a reprobate mind-to strong delusion; and swift destruction I
fear will be the consequence."
It may be, poor soul! that these powerful exercises are now abated;
and though thou didst sigh, cry, and groan under them; though thou
didst betake thyself unto Jesus, and in thy poor feeble broken waydidst
.pour out thy sorrows before him; and though thou now hast some
quietude alid peace, thou art afraid that quietude and peace are not of
the right kind. The Lord not having set thy soul at liberty by speaking
home a promise to thine heart as in times that are past, whereby thou
couldst no more doubt that it was spoken to thee and for thee, than
thou couldst doubt thine own existence, thou art now afraid that thou hast
attained unto a measure of false peace; and the woes recorded in the
word of God against those that cry, "Peace, peace," where there is no
peace, resound through thy ears with distressing power. Ave, and
that very cry in thy soul proves that thine is not a false peace. Didst
thmt silence the artillery of hell, or thy Master-He, against whom the
gates of hell nor all the powers of darkness shall ever prevail? Why,
had Satan had his will, he would have discharged shot after shot in such
rapid succession as would have shivered thy poor frail bark into a
thousand atoms, and made thee fit fuel for the bottomless pit; but he
is a vanquished foe-a chained 'enemy-and before a single shot or
arrow can touch thee it must pierce the heart of Jesus.. Why, he is
Jesus-thy Jesus-and thou' art his-eternally his; and he could as
soon cease to be God as suffer thee to perish. May he speak but one
word of comfort to thine harassed, sin-burdened soul, and that will set
all matters straight betwixt thee 'and him. .Speak only one soft, gentle
word, Lord-say, "It is I-be not afraid;" and then the poor soul
shall blessedly triumph in thee as the God of salvation, and say, that
thou hast done all things well.
Blit there is another place into which some of the Lord's family at
times sink, which we must just touch upon; and that is, losing sight
of Jesus altogether: No seeming warfare-no fearful conflict-no apparent fight of faith-but a sort of stoicism-a kind of indifference to
everything. This appears, if possible, a worse state than the former: and
one text in the sacred volume seems to cut such a soul up root and branch
-it is recorded in the 16th verse of the 3rd chap. of Revelation, where the
apostle is commanded to write unto the angel of the I... aodicean Church,
"I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou
wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold
nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth." Now, this is just where the'
poor writer is.; here he has been shut up for many days; with §eemingly no life, light, nor enjoyment; and with ten thousand fears as to
whether, after all, he ever knew anything, experimentally and feelingly,
·about the matter. But of one thing he is sensible, which is the only
.comfort he can present to such of his readers as may be in a similar con-
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dition-and that is, in Jesus is his righteousness and strength. He has
hope nowhere else. He is weary of looking to other sources, though
constantly prone to do so. One sweet smile, one gentle word, will, he
is aware, revive every languishing grace, and cause him again to come
forth singing of his well-beloved. What a mercy it will be when both
readers and editor get borne to glory-to bask in the sunshine of his
presence, free from the assaults of death, hell, and sin, to come no more
out for ever! Poor distressed, sin-burdened reader! dost thou not
long for that blissful day? It shall surely come; and thou shalt enjoy
if for thyself, notwithstanding all thy fears, as surely as God is true.
Hallelujah! for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth !
"And will bring thee again into this land." The land of promise in
this world as well as in that which is to come; freedom from this, that,
and the other difficulty; deliverance out of the crosses, losses, and
trials which now beset thy way; and giving thee a happy, a joyful return into the land of hope and peaceful expectation of that "land which
is as yet a very far off."
" For I will not leave thee until I have done that which I have spoken
to thee of." .And what has the' Lord spoken to thee of, dear reader?
Why, if thou art in trouble, he has told thee that, "out of six troubles
he will deliver thee, and that in the seventh he will not forsake thee."
If thou art afraid the work was never begun in thee, He has'told thee
that "the bruised reed he will not break-that the smoking flax he will
not quench;" "that the desire of the righteous shall be granted unto
him;" that a "book of remembrance was kept for those that thought
upon his name;"-that remembrance is stored up in the heart and mind
of Jesus, thy condescending, ever-loving Lord; if thou hadst no love to
him, thou wouldst have no concern about him; the very desire to love
springs from love; it is a principle the beginning of which thou canst
neveI; trace,' nor its qualities wholly define. ., Thy beginnings may be
small, but thy latter end shall greatly increase." He will lead thee on
by little and by little. We recommend thee to spend much of thy
leisure-time in thy closet; to read his word; to call upon his name; to
be more anxious to tell out thy sorrows, fears, and misgivings to Jesus,
than to thy fellow-cr.eatlires; many of whom may rebuff and discourage
thlle, which will for a time give sanction to the enemy's assuring thee
that it is useless for thee to expect a blessing at the hands .of him, whom
happily .thou canst never weary with thine importunity, and who needs
not a well-arranged form of prayer, but who listens eve.n to the "sighing
.... of the prisoner," and who has said,' "Ask and ye shall receive; seek
and ye shall find; knock and it shall be opened unto you."
If the reader be a seeking soul, and has so long waited at the footstool
of divine mercy apparently in vain, that at times he seems upon the
point of giving all up, we say unto thee, Be not discouraged; still
cry on; for the Lord has spoken a sweet promise concerning thee-" The
Lord'taketh pleasure in them that fear him, in those that hope in his
mercy." Now, poor soul, surely thou canst lay in a feeble claim here:
if, according to thy feelings, thou hast no faith, thou certainly must admit that thou hast hope-otherwise thou never wouldst have kept sigh-
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ing and' pleading, groaning and crying, going to hear this one and that
one; reading this, that, and the other book-" if so be there may be
hope:" we say, thou never wouldst have continued thus to persevere,
had there not be,en hope-and a well-grounded hope too-at the bottom.
And the apostle says, "We are saved by hope;" again, in another
place, "that it maketh not ashamed;" nor shall thine ever put thee to
shame; for it was implanted in thy soul by God the eternal Spirit, and
,he never does his work by halves-by shreds and patches. The foundation of his work in every soul which, in his sovere,ign mercy, he takes in
hand, is faith and hope-two twin graces; and he, as a wise masterbuilder, never lays a foundation without rearing the superstructure; he
never does as some of our poor fellow-mortals do-lay the foundation of
a house or building, which, for want of means or foresight, they are never
able to carry on and rear; God the Holy Ghost not only lays the
foundation and rears the building, but he completes it; and, agreeably
to his blessed promise, "brings off the top-stone with shoutings of
, Grace, grace' unto it." This is the finishing stroke to every spiritual
temple which he erects; and by and by, when the vast temple is completed-when all the stones have been" fitly framed together, and grown
unto an holy temple in the Lord "-when the building of mercy is
finished, and every elect soul is gathered safely home, free from all
vexation and care, what a shout there will then be! how will heaven's
arches ring with the sound thereof; when with every eye turned to J,esus,
"beholding him no more as through a glass darkly, but face to face;"
and Jesus regarding every countenance even from the first to the last
soul that ever enters glory, with a look of ineffable tenderness and love;
oh! what untold wonder, love, and admiration shall take possession of
every breast. And does our poor "hopin.!J" reader think he will take
no part therein 1 We say unto thee, Thou wilt; the Lord is heforehand
with thee in enjoyment; for, according to his own word, while thou art
trembling, doubting, fearing, "hoping," he, the Lord, "takes pleasure"
in thee as "hoping in his mercy;" but to his praise be it spoken, by and
by he will make it a,mutual and an eternal joy.
A.nother reader has had the comfort of hope, and enjoyed a blessed
composure of spirit while resting his soul upon the immutable promises
of an unchangeable God; but temptation of some kind has overpowered
him-guilt has burdened his conscience-darkness becIouded his mind
-and distress taken possession of his soul; bIessed be God, dear
reader, we have a word for thee; "Let us hear what the Lord will
speak-for he will speak peace unto his people and to his saints; but
let them not return again unto folly."
But there is the poor backslider-he that has forsaken not only his
first-love, but revelled in sin; grieved the blessed Spirit; and, Peterlike, denie4' his Lord. And art, thou sick and weary of thyself, pOOl'
soul 1 Hast thou indeed been "filled with thine own ways;" and art
thou like the poor prodigal, willing and anxious to return to thy Father's
house-to thy first lover, saying, "then was it better with me than
new 1" 'VeIl, we have a word for thee-even for thee, poor agonized
soul. The same tender-heal'ted, ever-loving Lord, that gave repentance
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and pardon' to an adulterous David-an idolatrous Ephraim-and a denying Peter, has spoken a word concerniug thee. "Is Ephraim my
dear son? is he a pleasant child? for since I spake against him I do
earnestly remember him still; therefore my bowels are troubled for
him; I will surely have mercy upon' him, saith tlle Lord." It is recorded in the 31st Jeremiah, 20th verse. Take down YOUi' neglected
, Bible, poor soul- the book thou art now accustomed to look upon with
dread; the book thou art afraid to open,. believing-that it hath nothing
but curses for thee. It blesses thee-even thee-indeed it does; and
may the Lord incline thee to take it from its hiding-place; to go away
by thyself, and turn and read the whole chapter we have alluded to. It
is a very blessed chapter; and if the Lord should cause it to bring thee
to a stand-still, and to an inquiry, "But what shall I do? lam so ensnared: how shall I get free from this, that, and the other companion
and entanglement?" the Lord who has said, "When it is too hard
for thee, bring it .unto me, and I will hear it ;" lead thee to cast thyself upon thy knees before him, and to beseech his blessed Majesty to
break the snare for thee; may he bring thy feet out of the net in which
thou art taken; and give t.hee to sing with David, "He hath brought
me up out of the horrible pit-out of the miry clay, and set my feet
upon a rock, and ESTABLISHED my goings; and he hath put a new
song into my month, even praise unto our God."
. Another case that presents itself to our mind is the aged believer,
who has long known the Lord, and ofttimes in seasons that are past had
such a clear testimony of his interest in Jesus, that he has looked upon
death and dying with composure and even longing anticipation, knowing
that it would be the messenger to call him away from all trouble, and
usher him into the presence of his Lord and Master; but now, when
hoary hairs have covered his venerable he!ld, and the shades of evening
begin to gather around him, his mind is beclouded-his fears prevailand his spirits are depressed; he proposes to himself the solemn inquiry,
, 'What! if after all I have been deceived-I, that am just upon the
verge of Jordan; I, that have always expected the presence of my Mastt1r
when called to wade through its waters? But now I see him not-I
heal' him not; and the dark thought suggests itself, 'What if left to
cross it alone?'" Ah! dear aged pilgrim, that will never be the case" He that hath led thee hitherto
Will lead thee all thy journey through. "

The Lord has said concerning thee, "Even to your old age I am he ;
and even to hoar hairs will I carry you! I have made, and I will bear;
even I will carry, and will deliver you:" and, when called to enter the
valley of the shadow of death, thou shalt exclaim, "I will fear no evil,
for thou art with me: thy rod and thy staff they comfort l1)e."
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THE ETERNAL SECURITY OF THE CHURCH IN A
PRECIOUS CHRIST.
'WE are exhorted to be fellow-helpers to each other, and the end of all
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Christian communication, whether by pen or word of mouth, should be
mutual edification and establishment in our holy faith. For this establishment we must be continually brought to see more and more of the
fulness of the Head, and the emptiness of the members-and not only
to see and believe, but to feel-to realize Jesus as the immutable rock,
upon which our faith is built-a foundation which eternity cannot shake,
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken it. Let Jesus be established in
the heart as the first and the last-the all and in all to his memberstheir surety-their substitute; the one on whom the Father looks and
is well ple'ased-in whom the Church stands complete-accepted-free
from condemnation-justified-without blemish-comely in his comeliness; and we shall not require the substitution of one word for another
in accommodation to our feelings.
Some reflections have been suggested on the'importance of even one
little word in a sentence, from seeing, in the June Number, p. 255, this
substitution of "them" for "him," in a quotation from the 89th
Psalm. It might have been probably passed over, had not the attention
been previously led to the subject in Christian communion-the glory
of that Psalm, and particularly the blessedness of that word" him," revealing a theme for never-ceasing praise in the contemplation. The
aforesaid alteration having induced a closer re-perusal of this portion of
Scripture, I cannot resist the desire of offering to my fellow-travellers,
through the medium of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE (if deemed worthy a
place), a few remarks into which my soul has been led-strengthening
and drawing the cords of faith more firmly around the Beloved, whose
kingdom is established for ever. It is not the suggestion of new theories
that is desirable for the believer, but the establishment in the faith of
the apostles and prophets, whose eye of faith was directed to the chief
corner-stone.
The Apostle Peter, in addressing those who had obtained like precious
faith, thought it meet to stir them up by putting them in remembrance
- " Though ye know them," he writes, "and be established in the
present truth." It is not a new idea to view David and the prophets
chaunting forth the praises of David's antitype in the inspired songs;
or in prophetic vision, beholding the promised seed of whom David was
to be the progenitor, and whose kingdom was to endure for ever. " I
will sing of the mercies of the Lord for ever," the psalmist bel'ins-and
this will surely be the endless song of the redeemed ;' the mercies of the
Lord will be sounded through eternity by them, for this glorious COTenant which was made for· thl"m with Him, the Beloved. The Lord says,
" I have made a covenant with my chosen-I have sworn to David, thy
2 L
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seed will I establish for ever." From the 5th to the 18th verse the
psalmist breaks forth in the praises of the Lord, in language which no
uninspired pen can equal. Verse 1g: "Then thou spakest in vision
to thy holy one, and saidst, I have laid help upon one that is mighty,"
&c. &c. The psalmist speaking prophetically of him that was to come,
of the seed of David, whose kingdom was to be everlasting. Verse 27:
"Also I will make him, my first-born, higher than the kings of the
earth. My mercy will I keep for him for evermore, and my covenant
shall stand fast with him. His seed will I make to endure for ever, and
his throne as the days of heaven. If his children forsake my law, walk
not in my judgments; if they break my statutes and keep not my
commandments; then will I visit their transgressions with a rod, and
their iniquities with stripes." As a passing remark, was not this verified when our blessed Surety was "wounded for our transgressions,
bruised for our iniquities, and with his stripes were we healed?"
Mark, my brethren, the glory of what follows: "Nevertheless, my
loving-kindness will I not take from HIM." Here is the safety of the
Church. Jehovah will not, cannot break his co.venant. "He who
cannot lie confirms it with an oath." "The seed of David shall endure
for ever, and his throne as the sun before me. It shall be established
for ever as the moon, 'and as a faithful witness in heaven-Selah."
Here let the attention be drawn, the mind rivetted; let us pause,
"and wonder and adore," in viewing the' eternal safety of the Church
in Christ-the eternal glory reserved 101' her! "Though his children
-my people-':"'be tried, proved, sifted; though I chasten-afflict-withdraw the light of my countenance-my 'loving-kindness will I not take
from HIM. The children I have given him are safe in him. I view
them in him, and in him are they saved with an everlasting salvation."
It is not the desire to draw the afflicted believers off from the comfortable assurance that the loving-kindness of the Lord will not be taken
away from them, but to lead the Lord's people to contemplate Him, our
Beloved, in this Scripture; arid from thence to desire an increase of
strength, comfort, and consolation, in viewing the immutability of
Jehovah-the eternal establishment of the glorious kingdom of Christ'the blessed truth that the Father beholds the Son, and in him the
'Church, without spot or.blemish-that with Him is the covenant made
which cannot be broken-that by Him has the work of redemption been
finished which cannot be frustrated-Jehovah cannot take his lovingkindness from One in whom the fulness of the Godhead dwelt: and
when the believer, by the sovereign power ofthe Holy Spirit, is brought
thus to realize all his privileges treasured up in Christ; the faithfulness
and love of Jehovah fixed, irrevocably fixed, upon the appointed Advocate-Mediator-Intercessor; faith becomes an immovable rock, which
neither. the tempests, storms, nor persecutions of this deceitful world
can shake; faith sees that the loving-kindness of Jehovah will not be
taken from HIM in whom the children's eternal life is hid; and amidst
the conflicts, trials, and tribulations of this mortal life-the warfare,
the unceasing warfare, with the three great enemies to their peace, they
calmly go on their way rejoicing in the Lord,. possessing an inward
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peace, known only to themselves and their God, looking for that happy
period when He, who is their life, shall appear; then shall they also
appear with him in glory.
If these few imperfect remarks, on such a glorious subject, -lead any
of my brethren into deeper and fuller meditations on Christ, our living
Head-drawing the mind more from self, and fixing it more firmly,
more unreservedly upon Hi·in:........to Him, with the Father and the Spirit,
three persons in One, be eternal praises, and let us sing of the mercies
of the Lord for ever.
August 24, 1840.
A RECLUSE.

~

'I'HE GREAT BLESSEDNESS OF AN INTEREST IN
CHRIST JESUS.

There is thel'efore now no condemnation to them which are in Chl'ist
Jesus.-ROMANS, VIll. 1.
CONDEMNATION, judicially considered, supposes a trial of -some guilty
person or persons who had broken a law. . It is a carrying out that law,
or a mode of doing justice by honouring that law. It supposes one
placed at the bar, and an allegation made out against him: the nature
of which being examined, he is called upon to plead. Not being able
to justify himself, or in any way to set up a-defence, he pleads "guilty."
The judge arises, and forthwith the sentence of death, without reserve,
is passed. This is condemnation. Here, then, we behold the miserable
creature, man. If we go back to his origin, and read the wonderful
account of his upright formation-the law given him-his fall-the
excuses which he pleaded-and the sentence passed, and nowhere to
hide himself, what must we conceive of the nature of his punishment,
seeing he has offended the God who made him?
The offended
party is of too pure eyes to behold iniquity: and the broken law admits
of no repeal-no extenuation; not one "tittle" of it shall fail. Dreadful as are the consequences of this "one man's disobedience," its
wonderful and woful results are not confined to himself. It brought all
men into the same circumstances; for every human being which should
hereafter live was in his loins when he fell, and when he received his
sentence! Here, then, let us take a hasty glide down to our own days,
and pass by, unnoticed, the long centuries which have rolled between,
and we find ourselves inheriting the ten thousand plagues entailed on us
by our father Adam. The sentence is passed, and must, according to
the nature of justice, be put in execution. "He will by no means clear
the guilty."
The law which was given on Sinai would, perhaps, give us an idea
more correct as to our situation before God. This, perhaps, will be
urged as belonging to the Jews exclusively; but I humbly conceive that
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it is only a form of that law which is written in our hearts as Gentiles,
our consciences accusing or excusing us. This, I think, will be shown
by the fact of their being "judged" by it who have it, and their being
" condemned" without it who have it not-that is the form as the Jews
had. This, if admitted, would place all men living upon an equality. But,
in order to rescue a portion of the human race from eternal ruin-the
sure consequences of sin-Infinite Wisdom 'undertakes the management
of a scheme at which even the heavens are called upon to wonder. The
Lord Jesus appears and becomes man (Rom. i. 3, 4) and, in the execution of that part of an eternal "covenant ordered in all things," which
devolved on him, the election of grace are set free-nay, more, they
are "justified from all things." This is the great argument of this
epistle-to show the fall of man-the nature of that fall discovered by
the law, which exhibits the infinite purity of Jehovah in the attribute of
justice; and, lastly, his rising to a life of righteousness by Jesus
Christ.
'
"There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in
Christ Jesus." He being their surety, suffering in their stead, suffering
indeed! and by thus suffering, justly claims their discharge. Although
condemnation came upon all men; yet one pal·ty, either they or the
surety paying the debt, materially alters the situation of the accused,
and the cry goes forth, "Deliver .him from going'down to the pit, I have
found a ransom."
,
Having glanced at condemnation, and viewed Christ standing in the
sinner's place, we next come to consider, in the order of the words, what
it is to be thus privileged. They who are freed from condemnation are
"Them which are in Christ Jesus."
Here, reader, is a w.eighty matter for you and I to consider. Are
we in Christ Jesus? If we be in Christ, Christ is in us! Let us examine
ourselves and prove ourselves, "for know ye not," says the apostle,
~' that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates ?" It would be
comparatively useless to fly to the doctrine of election; although ever so
true, it will not of itself give us an assurance of our interest in it. To
be in Christ is to be united to Christ. As the vine and the branches,
the root or stock ministering nourishment to its members. John, xv.
As the living stone on which the Lord's people are built, and called
"lively stones," which are a "spiritual house." 1 Peter, ii. 3, 4, 5.
That adhesive substance which connects them to Christ, the "living
stone," is called "cement" or "love;" it is that also which joins all
the house together. Therefore, if we love Christ, we are in Christ; and
if we receive support from Christ as the branches do from the vine, we
are in Christ, and cannot come into condemnation. It is at once a proof
that we 'are passed from death unto life. If we are in Christ, we have
faith in Christ, "for," says the apostle, "if thou shall confess with
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and believe in thine heart that God hath
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved: for with the heart man
believeth unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made
unto salvation." "Unto you, therefore, which believe, he is precious."
Precious for becoming a curse for us. Precious for justifying us from
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all things, and giving us faith to take hold of the blessing. Precious
for opening a new and living way into the holiest of all by his own
blood; a channel of communion between us and the Father-Fathera name 'by which the Deity could not have been addressed but by this
blessed medium, Christ. But faith in Christ gives us access into this
grace wherein we stand, and by it also we rejoice in hope of the glory of
God. We are allowed to' go to him as his own children and tell him
our wants, and receive all we want with the utmost fI'eedom; nothing
to do but ask, and who would not do that? He will not come forth to
meet ,us armed with vengeance. The curse is removed. Keep an eye"
poor timid believer, on the words just considered-"no condemnation."
Blessed be God, his word admits of no medium between condemnation
and justification! He who believes in Jesus is justified from all things.
Ju&tification supposes satisfaction; it involves all the blessed consequences known by, the various names of "pardon,"'" peace," "happiness," &c. The words which express it are most sweet. They read
thus~viz. "Justified freely by his grace."
There remain yet, within this great and exhaustless subject, considerations which our cramped-up minds can never reach. As the lungs
by exertion pant for strength, so the mind (even assisted by the blessed
Spirit of truth in his common manifestations of Christ) seems to say to
itself, when it has followed him to the cloud which received him"Here I must stop short of certainty about him." It can only say that
much of Christ which comes within the compass of knowledge and expression. The mind can by no means rightly con2eive of sin, therefore
it .cannot conceive of bea.ring its punishment. How, then, can the
sufferings of Christ be known to man? But, oh, the thought! "He is
gone into heaven !"
"Well," says the believer, "His dying did not merely free me from
condemnation. My union to him is vastly more extensive. He prayed
the Father,that where HE was I might be also. My union to him also
more than supposes the fact-it certifies it ! 'IN CHRIST.' I am a
portion of his mystical body. I must ascend up to him. Exalted as is
his situation beyond mine, I must be exalted in his exaltation. The
head cannot say to the foot, 'I have no need of you;' my absence would
cause a schism in the body. My absence would be the first introduction
of disorder into his heavenly kingdom, because I am a believer in Jesus,
he having pledged his honour not to lose one of his little ones. Although
eye hath not seen, nor ear heard of what is laid up for them who love
him; yet the fact of my loving him proves it mine. It is written for
my comfort that God has stooped to call me a son; and something conceals that which follows, so that I knuw not what I shall be; yet the
fact of my having an humble boldness at a throne of grace, whereby I
dare call God, 'Father,' establishes the fact that I am a son, and therefore expect to share in that ~reat unknown something which is to follow.
There is a mansion for me in the skies, prepared by Christ himself. I
have no knowledge' ofits size, or of my future capacity to fill it."
One more consideration presents itself, bearing upon this great subject. It is, perhaps the weightiest of all. It is found in one of our blessed
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Lord's last prayers to his Father, after having prayed that his people be;
with him where HE was, he introduces the reason as follows-" That
they may behold my glory which thou hast given me." John, xxii. 24.
If we are called upon while here to do all to the glory of God, and having done that little all within our reach of doing, and then are ashamed
of it, it is so 'little; and we sometimes fear, because God is jealous of
his honour, that we have mixed. up some ingredient of our own with it :
what must be that "excellent glory" of Christ in heaven, surrounded
by an innumerable company who were once like ourselves, but now
glorified with him? Butj reader, we must leave our glorified Lord with
our departed brethren, and turn our attention a little longer to the present scene of tears till a few more days, and He will wipe them away,
and take us there.
When faith is in exercise, and we can soar aloft, the intrinsic excellence of Christ unfolds itself, and we peep after him into our future
/ home. Would that these sweet seasons knew no interruption; but, alas!
a messenger of Satan steps forward, shooting out the lip, inquiring,
" Are you the dupe of these pretensions? So full of faith you pretend,
and of love to Jesus Christ, with your expectations all in exercise. Why,
to-morrow, perhaps, you will be all in the dark." Then he retires.
But the believer throws himself back upon the promises, and prays for
some enjoyment from the word considered. " There is therefore now no
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus."
A future paper, God willing, will contain some thoughts on the words
immediately fOllowing.
.
Cossey, August 12, 1840.
MODERATUS.

REGENERATION.

o MYSTERY divine I-that mortal man,
Who from the womb was cursed, ere he began
The giddy round of ill, and proved the fall,
Sunk him in direst ruin, guilt, and thrall ;
Should, by rich grace, eternal life receiveJehovah's love enjoy, and heavenly truth believeRedemption have from sin and all his woesSalvation gain through Christ, and freedom from his foes!
N or renovated powers, nor intellect refined,
Nor human aid the enfetter'd will unbind:
These, powerless as the voice to still the raging sea,
Forbid delivering hand eternally.
The "new man of the heart," "new life" alone,
Imparted, sovereignly, to every ransomed one,
Must come from Thee-as well as b.ody-soulo Holy Ghost, the life, the quickener of the whole!.
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I

'"

I

383

SHALL WE TOLERATE POPERY?

i

POPERY! Popery I Popery! how do we detest its abominable system;
and did we not discover its baneful-its bewitching-its Satanic encroachments, how gladly would we let its name perish, and consign it to
that oblivion into which, blessed be God, it shall ere long fall, never
again to rise! Oh, glorious morn, who~e rising dawn shall usher in
such an auspicious day! But can we be silent when we discover so
treacherous and destructive a system as Popery making such wily, yet
effectual approaches, as the general aspect of things in the religious
world (so called) proves to be the fact 7 Shall we despise the name of
"troublers in Israel" when we see the peace and welfare-not the eternal security-of Zion is at stake 7 Shall we -lay down the weapons of
our warfare, and, for the sake of a good name, take refuge under the
hypocritical garb of a mis-called charity, when the whore of Babylon,
with all her artifices, is at our very door 7 No, no! God helping us,
we never, never will; but, as long as we have breath, so long will we
continue to use that breath in the exposition of Popery!
After our August Number had gone to press, we asked ourselves the
question, "Have we done violence to the Roman Catholics 7" We submitted it to a minister of the Gospel, whom we believe God has raised
up in this dark day, boldly to resist the encroachments of the scarletcoloured foe; his reply was, "'Is Popery, as some please to term her,
'our erring sister 7' or is she, what Scripture declares her to be, the
whore of Babylon ?" . The question set our minds at rest; and our sincere desire is, that we could re-echo the question from one end of the
earth even to the other, "Is Popery merely an erring sister, or is she
the whore of Babylon, with whom the. kings of the earth have committed
fornication, and with whom the inhabitants of the earth have been made
drunk with the wine of her fornication 7" This is not our language,
but the language of Scripture; and if the Bible is the word of Godthe word spoken through the prophets by himself-we ask tbe professing
worlli at large, who wuuld tremble fmnkly and openly to confess that
they dispute any part of that most sacred b'Ook ;-we say, upon what
ground do they palliate, make light of, or countenance, a system, or the
steps of a body of men advocating a system, which God has declared he
will destroy by the breath of his mouth 7
We have been led to make these remarks more particularly from a
circumstance which has very recently come to our knowledge, and for
the truth of which we can vouch, having ourselvlls been personally acquainted with the parties. When yet quite a youth, we several times
went as a spectator to a Sunday-school, in which some of the elder
branches of our family were teachers; when there our attention was
often directed to a young man who took an active part in that school,
and whose outward deportment and general conduct were such as to
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make us wish that, should we ever arrive at manhood, we might resemble
him. (Vain, proud, dangerous wish we admit !) In a word, we never
saw one of whom we thought so highly. Many years have rolled away
since then, nor ,have we, that we are aware, seen him during those years.
But a few weeks since we were informed of the following circumstance:
-No~ice of a public meeting, in the place to which we refer, having
been given, for the purpose of holding a discussion between Protestantism and Catholicism" at which two ch,airmen were to" be
present, some difficulty was experienced in obtaining a chairman
for the Catholic side of the question. But one individual interested
himself very much on their behalf; and while calling upon one
and another to solicit them to take the chair upon the occasion referred to, a friend said to him, "Mr. - - - , do you know what you
are about, and whose cause you are advocating ?" His reply was, "I
think the Roman Catholics have been an injured people; and I don't
know but I shall become one myself." Not' many weeks after, that very
individual was found in (me of the outbuildings of a house of ill-fame,
whither he had resorted upon finding himself seized with sudden illness.
~he fact was this, he had taken the cholera from the wretched character
with whom he had cohabited; and was shortly after carried home a
corpse! The reader, doubtless, anticipates the'sequel: it was the very
young man whom, in our younger days, we had set up as a pattern of all
that ,was excellent. Should this meet the eye of his respected family,
we trust they will pardon us for the narration of the painful circumstance~
As we have given no names, nor referred to any place, it is not likely
that many will recognise it. We therefore introduce it as a matter of
principle; pelieving that such things, though apparently "done in a
corner," ought to be published for the good of the church. And we
pray that God, if his blessed will, would, sanctify it not merely to the
members of the family referred to, but to such members of the I_ord's
family universally as it may come within the hearing of-more especially
those to whom our attention is principally directed-namely, the halting,
hesitating, and undecided, upon the subject which we have under consideration.
Re~der, whoever thou art, we say unto thee as the prophet of old
said unto the multitude by whom he was 'surrounded, "Choose ye this
day whom ye will serve. If Baal (or this mystic Babylon) be God, or
of God, serve it; or if the Lord be God, serve him." It is no time
for parleying. Away with your hesitating, undecided, half-and-half
principles, if principles they are worthy the name. 'Tis in vain that
ye plead with us a thousand paltry excuses. They may pass CUl'l'ent
with the vast majority among whom thou art associated; and thou
mayst, in thine own estimation, be sailing to the port of heaven with a
fail' wind and a flowing tide; but throw aside the mask-let conscience
speak-and see if, after all, a fair nam~-a high profession-and a
smooth-tongued charity towards all mankindl, are not the sum and substance of thy religion. Will it stand the test, thinkest thou, of a
sick-bed and a dying hour? Thy minister may visit thee, and a multitude of friends attend upon thee, but the parting hour must come, and
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thou must, by thyself and for thyself, enter the invisible world; and
what dost thou imagine will be thy feeli11gs at first beholding Him whom
thou hast here "mocked" with a profession of a holy zeal and attachment; what will be thy surprise-thine agony-when, in answer to thy
meritorious works and the "labours of love" in which thou hadst professedly so long been engaged, the omniscient Jehovah-Jesus shall say,
H Depart from me-I never knew thee;" and what will be the extent of
thine anguish if thou shouldst hear him saying of thee, as the fruit of
thy countenancing and helping on the anti-Christian foe, H Bring this
mine enemy that would not that I should reign over him, and slay him
before my face 7" We say not this to frighten thee. God knows we
speak it in love. We would have thee pause, consider, and pray for
grace to examine the ground upon which thou art standing. For thousands in the present day of great profession have chosen a mistaken road
-a road which will end in ruin rather than in that happiness and joy
which they contemplate.
But does the reader inquire what this has to do with Popery 7 We
answer, A great deal. For we believe that while Infidelity will destroy
its thousands, Popery will, ere long, destroy its tens of thousands. * We
wish to be plain upon the point; we desire to clear ourselves, of the
blood of ONr readers, and not remain silent upon a subject of such momentous importance: for, we believe, to remain silent, when our eyes
are open to the eventful periods to which we are fast hastening-which
have long been foretold by SOme of the most highly-favoured, best of men,
and in which we shall all be deeply concerned-we say, to remain
silent, would amount almost to a sanction and an approval.
We repeat that our present remarks have to do with Popery because
she is, now-a-days, exercising more of her specious craft than ever. She
is introducing herself in a. cunning, serpent-like way. She is winning
over to herself the good opinions of the vast majority of mankind, because she is uniting herself with the" temperate," the" philanthropic,"
and the H pharisaical." To join herself to the former of these two classes
may be all very well in its place; but if by such hypocritical artifices
we are, like the fox in the fable, to open our door and admit the foe
that, finding himself once securely housed, shall tear, and rend, and
destroy us; we say, let the door remain bolted, and keep the fox out.
But we know that for such a mode of reasoning, we shall be called
poor silly enthusiasts; we shall be told that we are a century behindhand in o.ur arguments; that the people of England in the present day
have too much light,. understanding, and discernment to be "9!IJlled"
again by Popish superstitions. Ay! but how can the people of
England help themselves when, by their "charitable" concessions,
they have step by step placed themselves under a dominion which rests
not contented in a subordinate position; which says that her power is
supreme; that to dispute her authority is to be guilty of a heresy which
death-the most painful and ignominious-only can appease 7 Reader,
is this the spirit of Popery or is it not 7 Is she altered, or does she
" See Rev. xiii. 16.
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remain as she ever was-the common foe of God and man: thinking
she does God service in the persecution and martyrdom of his saints ;
withholding from his people the right to peruse that most sacred word
which he has placed in their hands a5 a lamp to their feet, and a light
to their path; deifying saints; worshipping poor helpless rnortals like
.thernsel ves; and exercising an authority over the human mind which it
is the prerogative of the Most High only to maintain. From such a
power, with reverence and fervour, we exclaim, in the language of the
Established Church, "GOOD LORD, DELIVER US !"

PORTRAIT-REV. JOHN WARBURTON.
'VITHIN the pages of the GOS]>EL MAGAZINE have already appeared
the J;lames of men of loftiest human intellect and attainments, as well
as of a high standard in their vindication of the doctrines of the full
and free distin~uishing and unmerited grace of ar Triune Jehovah. )3ut
the subject of our present sketch is quite another order of being;
instead of his being enabled to trace the origin of his present position
of usefulness, more particularly among the tried and dejected of the
Lord's family, to a respectable birth and a good education, we see Him
who has said, "He giveth not account of any of his matters,'" going
forth in his divine sovereignty, and calling into his vineyard and his
service, a poor illiterate weave?', compelled to earn his scanty pittance
by the sweat of his brow; whom having called, he instructs in the
school of temptation, affliction, and sorrow, and thus qualifies him a fit
messenger to go forth and testify to the church of the providential goodness, superabounding grace, and unchangeable love of onr eternal God.
There was a period when such a selection or choice on the part of the
Almighty would have aroused all the bitterness and enmity of which
the human heart is capable, among the majority of those whose supposed
ministerial qualifications are nurtured at Oxford and Cambridge; but
now-a-days that enmity is far extended, and displays itself with equal
virulence among those who are tutored at our Dissenting colleges. These
are now qnite as ready as the former to reiterate the question, "Can
any good thing come out of Nazareth 1" .but we stay not to particularize
the lengths to which some men of this class will go, nor to comment
upon the contempt and spleen which they display towards those despised individuals whom God sometimes makes the trophies of his grace,
and occasionally selects as the witnesses for his truth.
We love to see a minister possessed of human learning, where that
learning is seasoned by grace; we are sensible that from the colleges of'
Oxford and Cambridge have emanated men who have boldly and unflinchingly declared the truth as it is Jesus, and who now, having deliver.ed their message-finished the work given them to do, are gone to
their rest; and we rejoice that there are still men of this description
with whom our souls are in intimate communion-whom we have never
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yet seen in the flesh, nor perhaps ever shall see, bnt whom we are
expecting to meet in a world where all discord, strife, and division,
shall for ever be done away. We believe likewise that many good and
gracious men have received some of their earlier instruction in Dissenting
colleges; but we lament to say, that some have we known amid the
limited sphere of our acquaintance, whom once we had reason to think
well of; in whose hearts a work of grace appeared to have been begun;
and who bade fare to run well; but who now, alas! have imbibed so
much of thf principles and practices of the day in which we live, and by
which they are so greatly surrounded, that we look in vain for that simplicity, teachableness, and fervour, which formerly characterised them,
and so highly raised them in our esteem. But, while we recollect a
company of poor fishermen as our Lord's disciples and more immediate
companions, and think of. a tinker, a coalheaver, and others of equally
low pedigree, we do repudiate that spirit of satire, opposition, and
disgust which dares to sit in judgment upon the sovereign acts and
Reader, if thou
discriminating choice of our most gracious God.
shouldst be among them, we warn thee: turn to thy Bible-read over
and meditate upon the 1st chap. Cor. 24th to 29th verses.' "For ye
see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh,
not many mighty, not many noble, are called; but God hath chosen
the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath
chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are
mighty; and base things of the world, and things which are despised,
hath God chosen, yea, and things which r.re not to bring to nought
things that are: that no flesh should glory in his presence."
Mr. Warburton has now, if we remember rightly, been in the ministry
abo)lt thirty years; the greater portion of which he has laboured over
a church at Trowbridge, in Wn:tshire ;" and we have heard, from indi··
rect and undoubted sources, that his church is "knit together in love."
We could have furnished our readers with many deeply interesting
anecdotes in connexion with him-more particularly the singularity of
his call to Trowbridge; but we forbear, as Mr. Warburton has published his own account at a very limited price, and as we have a .great
aversion to copy from other men's writings.

A WORD TO OUR READERS.
IT appears thatfrom It pOl:tion of the contents of our last Number, some
of our readers have been apprehensive that the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
would become a vehicle-shall we say?-of dark, dismal, gloomy fM'cbodin,r;s ;' a medium of- stifling rather than cherishing the hopes of its
readers, and endeavouring to "build them up in their most holy faith."
"But we tell them that their fears are utterly groundless; for as the great
Fountain of all life, liberty, and eternal blessedness, is pleased to communicate that life, liberty, and enjoyment, to our souls, so shall we, as
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the Eternal Spirit enables us, hring it forth from time to time for the
profit and well-being of our readers. We have no wish to eat our morsel alone; but we candidly tell them we cannot give them what we do
not possess. We are like poor weary travellers waiting at the gates of
some kindly benefactor; we knock again and again, but get no answer,
until at length, just as we are inclined to turn away in despair, the
Master himself comes, with a smile opens the door, and invites us in.
And we do assure ollr readers, it is a very sweet season when such is
the case; and our hearts are so full, that we long to tell them of the
kindly reception we have met, and encourage them to go and knock
likewise. But they must bear in mind one important fact, which is
this, that before we can invite them we have to find out who they are,
what they were, and where they are; and in order to discover these
important matters, the I.ord first leads us down into the depths of our
own heart j opens to our view the chambers of imagery; and when he
has kept us there as long as his wisdom sees fit, he bids us go forth
and proclaim openly what he has revealed to us in secret. We do so
according to the ability ht?gives us. When under his influence we can
say no more nor less than he commissions us to say; if he says,
" Go, show my people their transgression," we have to go forth
and speak of the depths of iniquity of the heart; if He bids us speak
of the crafty power of the great adversary, we are compelled to tell
what little we know of Satan's devices: but if He says to us, "Comfort ye, comfort ye, my people; speak ye comfortably unto Jerusa-'
lem ;" then we receive our message with gladness, and we joyfully go
torth and cry unto Zion, "that her warfare is accomplished-that her
iniquity is pardoned-that she hath received at the Lord's hands
dp,uble for all her sins." We should love evef to dwell upon this pinnacle of joy; but if He who lifteth up '''the beggar from the dunghil to
set him among princes," condescends to employ.as his messengers
such feeble worms as we daily feel ourselves to, be, we are compelled to
go down to the dunghil after them, ere they can be brought to occupy
such a privileged position as that He has so graciously promised.
We love to talk of the wonder-working grace, love, and power, of a dear
Immanuel; but if neither sun, moon, nor stars, appear for many days,
and the command again and again resounds in our ears, "Go forth, go
forth," what can we do ? Can we dare deliver any other message than
that our Master has given unto us to deliver? Shall we speak at a
pe-radventu?'e; or shall we testify of what we have" tasted, and handled,
and felt," of the good word of life-for blessed be God, it all has to do
with life. The darkness and death of which we at times speak, are intimately connected with a life which can never die; a sight and sense
of it spring from divine life and light in the soul: and however tpat
life and light may be hid amid the rubbish of the fall, and subject its
possessor to disquietude and doubt; yet, in the Lord's own good time,
it shall burst forth in a glorious and an eternal day.
But, in justice to ourselves, we ask our )'eaders one simple question,
and thllt is, when we accompany them down into the deeps of temptation, unbclief, and sin, is it with a view of keeping them there-cof
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making them satisfied and content in their darkness and misery? or is
it, as God knows it is, for the purpose of exhibiting the craft of th~
great adversary, the power of unbelief, and directing the dim eye of
filith to Jesus as a glorious hiding-place and strong tower of defence?
This, this is the object we have in view.
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ESSEX.

THE special recognition of one brother in the common faith demand..s a special acknowledgment; and if our respected Editor will admit
on the pages of his Magazine, a, few words which may have the appearance of a private correspondence, we hope that in reality they may
prove of no private interpretation, but be for the benefit of the" Members of the Invisible Church at large." To all who love the Lord in
sincerity, I can offer the right hand, of fellowship with delight, withont
desiring to know whether they worship in this temple, or that temple,
feeling ass!tred that all who are brought to a saving. knowledge of om
Lord Jesus Christ, do worship God in spirit and in truth. I must
expl'ess, my brother, the heartfelt delight I experienced at your mentioning onr late dear Editor, 'Walter Row, in terms of Christian affection.
I am aware that an undue regard for the creature is not to be encou- '
raged; but to revere the memory of a faithful servant of Christ, cannot
be wrong. These mortal eyes never beheld him, but with the eye of
faith have I loved him in spirit for Christ's sake; I loved him for the
truth's sake; I loved him for the sweet spirit which pervaded all he
wrote, whether in approval or disapproval; I revered him for the
wisdom and judgment which shone so conspicuously in all his views
and opinions. 'fo those who also loved him, this little tribute to his
memory will not be displeasing, and I feel that you, my, brother, with
those, will unite with me in saying, "Peace to his honoured memory;
we would not forget him, but we would not recal him, and believe that
God is able to raise up a faithful successor," And do we not hope he
has done SQ ?-this hope is the joy and rejoicing of my heart, and while
we cannot forget the dead, we would not forget the living; and this
makes. me advert to the excellent letter of "'V. G." addressed to the
Editor in September's Magazine, to express how hj3artily I join in the
remarks-how fervently I unite in the desire that the admonitions ~on
veyed to the ·brethren may be fully acted upon; and how sincerely I re·
joice with "W. G." in the determinations of our Editor (to which "W. G."
has specially drawn the attention by the repetition), and from my heart
I say may God the Spirit give the power to effect what he has already
given the will to do. And here let me draw your attention, as also that
of our brethren, to OUl' Editor's remarks in the August No. on the
l'opish work, which he there reviewed. Th~ horrid doctrines of Popery

390

CORRESPONDENCE.

-this" master-piece of Satan's devices"-this blasphemous counterfeit
of the holy religion of Jesus, is rapidly increasing in our guilty land.
I beseech ye, brethren, read again and again the remarks of OUl' Editor
-reflect on the' cruel martyrdom of our holy contenders for the faiththe fires of' Smithfield-the persecutions of bigotry; and say, will ye
not hold up the hands-support with all your powers-assist and encourage one who has pledged himself to "wage eternal war" with the
blood-chilling system of Popery.
I am induced to refer to the subject of unity. Unity is the cry of the
world as well as of the professors of the visible church; but how deplorable that such a disunion should exist between the true believers of
Christ; here the cry too often is, " Worship in our temple, hear our
minister, or you are not one of us." Dear brethren, this ought not to,
be. This is a subject I much wish to impress on the minds of the
Spirit-taught writers and readers, of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Let the
members of the invisible church strive to cast off the shackles of sect
and' party, looking unto Jesus, the centre of all perfection, and to God
in him as the object of our worship: let us look unto one living Head
as our example, not underrating his faithfu.l ministers; let us cast off
these outward things which indeed do but engender st~ife; and my
prayer, dear brother, is, that the GOSPEL MAGAZINE may continue a
little refuge for the followers of the Lamb; the spiritual writers and
readers feeling themselves a little band drawn together for the truth's
sake, looking to our Editor as a faithful watcher over all our words;
praying that by the help of the Spirit, he may be kept from deserting
his post. I now conclude under the assurance that you with myself
believe that there is neither Jew nor Greek, bond nor free, male nor
female, but we are all one in Christ Jesus.
And in the bonds of the everlasting Gospel,
I remain,
Yours, dear Brother, with Christian regard,
.
A MEMBER OF THE INVISIBLE CHURCH.
Sept. 17, 1840.

To the Editors of the Gospel Magazine.
MESSRS. EDITORS,
Your invaluable periodical of this month accidentally fell into my
hands, and I cannot help acknowledging the benefit I have derived from
its perusal, trusting you will pardon the liberty I have taken in so
doing. It is uf a truly experimental character, and cannot fail to do
the}souls of the mourners in Zion good; the beautiful remarks in the
leading article upon Jer. xxix. 11, "For I know the thoughts that I
think towards you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil,
to give you an expected end," are soul-comforting truths to the tried of
the Lord's' family. My soul was greatly blessed while reading them;
and they have left such impressions upon my heart, that cause my soul
to sing and rejoice in the Lord Jesus, with joy unspeakable and full of
glory, 1 Peter, i. 8. For the blessed Spirit enabled me to apprehend
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hy a precious faith the Lord Jesus Christ, with being able to discovcr
some tmces of my own likeness in the several spiritual portraits that
are there drawn. It is no uncommon thing for the children of God,
when under the rod of chastisement, to have recourse to human and
fleshly conclusions; thinking, that by God's severe dispensations,
But
. his thoughts towards them are not of peace, but of evil.
thanks be unto his eternal name that recorded, "For my thoughts are'
not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord; for
as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than
your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts." Isaiah, Iv. 8, 9.
Every soul that is born of the Spirit of God, is more or less brought
into the fulness of trial; and his dealings with his spi)'itual children
are of such severity and diversity of character, that they require more
than human nerve to endure them I.Peter, iv. 12, 13; Heb. xii. 6-10.
It is a very easy matter to pray for the teaching of the Holy Spirit to
lead into the truth as it is in Jesus, but it is not so easy a matter for
flesh and blood to endure the discipline consequent upon such
divine teaching. The .combined circumstances and their effects;
connected with divine teaching, are truly humbling and indispensable; for without humiliating circumstances both of providence and
grace, there can be no true humility. Brit I do not mean that all
God's children must be necessarily outwardly poor in a strict literal
sense, but they must be brought to know by experience that God isas mnch
the God of providence, and that all supplies come from his liberal bounty,
as he is the God of grace, Psalm cxlv. 14, 17. But what I have morc
particularly in view in writing this epistle is, the description of the
third character in the remarks alluded to, as being more coincident with
my present case and situation. I have now been upwards of foUl'
months exercised by very severe trials in the dispensations of Providence. I am a poor working man, and in regard to human means
have nothing in the world to depend upon but the fruits of my own
labour, and which I have been deprived of through the events and
common circumstances of human life, for the above space of time; and
which are all regulated by an unalterable purpose of the Supreme Governor of all things. And my family being rather large (a wife and
six children) and not having a sixpence beforehand, my path has truly
been both rough and thorny. But, blessed be the eternal God in Christ,
I have not been altogether comfortless; but have had some precious
visitations from the Comforter, which have spoken of things to my soul
which testify of Jesus. I have sometimes prayed for my situation to
.be continued, fearing that if I wer.e again in better circumstances, I
should not have such sweet visitations of .Jesus; for I would rather be
ingulphed in the deepest abyss of poverty with the love tokens of Jesus,
than have my head decorated with an earthly crown without them. I
have often had to bless God for the wisdom of the plan of appointing
tribulation for my path, knowing by experience, that when sanctified
for good, much blessedness is realized.- Rom. v. 3-5. Often have I
had to adore the matchless love and goodness of God in the appointment of trying seasons, to humble the highmindedness and pride of my
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wretched heart, and to drthrone the self-righteousness of my .carnal
nature; to subdue those prevailing passions of natural and fleshly religion, to the religion and righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ.
. In the midst of these trying seasons the Lord has supplied all
my needs out of his riches in glory; yet, in Providence, I have had to
wait rather longer than has been convenient to nature's feelings, which
caused no little, suffering, both to body and mind. At other times I
had such dreadful fears, that I should have to eat my last morsel, and
should surely die with my family. And often have I h'ad great difficulty
in making Providence and promises agree: in this case I have been
open to the attacks of Satan, and have found myself giving way to those
burning injec~ns, which are like flashes of lightning darting into the
soul, leaving such a dark atmosphere, like midnight darkness, and unbelief rising with such a cloud of witnesses that seemed to darken the
counsel of God, even doubting the very being of Deity and the divinity
of Scripture; I have never experienced anything that swallows up my
religion like this, and no wonder, as it removes its very foundationRom. viii. 7. There are other times, when the very scum of my corrupt nature rises up in rebellion against the sovereignty of God, repining and murmuring, being fretful and peevish, saying, "I do well to
be angry." There are also times when human reaSO,n sets to work on
the ground of my interest in Christ, which Satan is ever ready to assist,
tellillg me, if I were a child of God, he would be at peace with me, and
I Should not be exercised by such trying evils. :But, blessf'd be the God
of all truth, he never leaves me to be devoured by these infernal beasts
of prey, but makes a way of escape. 1 Cor. x. 13. These and many
others ai'e the daily conflicts of my soul, which keep me very solemn in
my feelings, constantly looking to Jesu.s for help and deliverance; and
occasionally triumphing by power of divine faith, beholding the sufferings of J.esus, and feeling a fellowship with them, that causes me to
leave those things which are behind-with my soul humbled in the
dust, looking to those that are before; and were it not for these blessed
seasons I verily believe my reason a~ld senses would fail me. As it regards the preservation and maintenance of myself and family, space will
not allow me to enter upon; only to say, that the means are very wonderful and can be directed by no' other hand, than He who sent the
ravens to Elijah by the brook Cherith, that is before Jordan, and
directed Elijah to the widow woman at Zar.ephath; and my store is very
often even lower than hers, for almost at every meal I know not from
whence the next is to come. But thanks be to God, it has hitherto
come, and, I verily believe, will come, as long as I remain at Zarephath.
Hthis feeble statement of facts, Messrs, Editors, are worthy of a place
in your vehicle of truth, they are at your service. Perhaps they may
give a little encouragement to some poor tried soul, who is seeking a
better country. And may the Lord God bless you, and your labour of
love to the hearts of his draI' family in Christ, is the prayer of
Yours, for Christ's sake,
Barnsley, Yorkshi·re.
A POOR TRIED PILGRIM.
Sept, 14th, 1840.
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[Ah! poor soul! He will never disappoint thee; the belief thou hast that one
meal will succeed another, as long as thou " relllainest at Zarephath," is his
own gift, and he will surely honour the faith he gives. Thou nor thy family
will never die of starvation, poor soul, while there is a God in heaven. The
Elijahs are hot all dead yet; nor has the God of Elijah ceased to supply, in
the same wonder-Working way as he did that blessed prophet. Thou art
called now to live by faith-to walk by faith; and blessed living it is, though
at times very trying to flesh and blood. But thou art learning some sweet
lessons whiktraversing the wilderness; so that when thou gettest home,
thou wilt not sit as a poor dumb speetacle for others to gaze upon (so to
speak), but thou wilt have a song to sing as well as the rest of the heavenly
company. Thou wilt be able to tell of the wondrous acts of ;I. God of providence and grace, as well as those by whom thou wilt ere long be surrounded.
But there is one thought that strikes us, poor soul! There are moments in
thine experience, when thou art deeply led out in prayer ·for the eternal
welfare of thy children.·Now, it may be, that the Lord is even now in a
secret, yet effectual way, teaching thine offspring such sweet and powerful
lessons as they will never forget, but which he will make the means, by
and by, of leading their poor souls out to crave for themselves a spiritual as
well asa temporal blessing at the hands of the God of their father. Oh!
cease not to assemble them around the throne, amid all thy trying exercises; thou knowest not the benefit of so doing, and, perhaps, never will,
until time shall be no more; when it may be, that" that which thou knowest not but shalt know hereafter," shall testify, that the deep and trying
exercises which thou art now called to endure, were made the very means,
in the hands of God the eternal Spirit, of bringing thy children to a knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus. And should this be the case, dost thou
not think thou wilt then bless him. for thy present trials? The Lord be
with thee, poor soul !-ED.]

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.

},

DEAR SIR,

In unison with many of your correspondents, I cannot but rejoic~
that the GOSPEL MAGAZINE .has passed from the hands of its late
Editors, who would have directed it in a course utterly at variance with
the design of its original proprietors, and calculated to cause disunion
and confusion in the church of God; and I cannot but implore the
Divine blessing upon you, that you may be enabled, as an under-pilot,
to direct the vessel safely amid the rocks and quicksands of error on every
hand, and to open up the path experimentally of the living family of
God, that many dejected, feeble, cast-down souls may be lifted upmany fearful apes encouraged-and many fettered souls !:le sweetly
brought into the liberty of the Go~pel, through your editorial instru.
mentality. I hope I can say that I have been "helped with. a little
help" through the first piece in the August No. ',' Take up the stumbling-blocks, &c., '.' and am glad to find that others have been refreshed by
different portions. May you go on, dear sir, filling your pages with
experimental truth, which has been learned in the school of trial, and
wrought in the soul by the Holy Ghost, and may it prove to be food for
those who are hungering and thirsting after righteousness.
One great advantage of the new series, I think consists in the por2 N
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traits of Gospel ministers; so that though I decidedly disapprove of it
as at first edited, I think I should have continued it for the sake of the
portraits, which I consider to be desiderata at the present time;
but, believe me, I felt keenly disappointed with the last of that dear old
veteran, Watts Wilkinson. Now, sir, I do not blame you; the reasons
given on the cover, quite exculpate you; but permit me to suggest,
what I believe would meet with the approbation of the majority of your
subscribers, that instead of giving us, one such every month, you would
give one occasionally-say three or four in the year of a superior kind,
the expense of which may be about equivalent; or even one to two
a.nnually of good steel engravings, would,. I think, be preferable to
twelve wood engravings, and give more satisfaction to those who feel
interested with them.
Hoping you will give the suggestion a little consideration,
I remain, Yours, for truth's sake,
Wolverhampton, Sept. 7th, 1840.
W. F.

~.

rOur correspondent will perceive a reference to the above subject on the cover
.
of the present Number.-ED.] .
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THE BAKER'S BILL.
[WE thank our unknown correspondent for the sweet account with which he has favoured us.

It has warmed our heal"ts in the pel'usa!. We therefore insert it to the glory of a covenant
Go,l and Father, and for the encouragement of his poor doubting ones. What have they
to fear whose God is the God of salvation; whose are the cattle· upon a thousand hills, afill
the gold and the silver likewise? Even" the very hairs of their head are numbered," and
"not a sparrow falleth to the ground without his knowledge:' Surely His people will want
nothing short of an eternity, and the tongue of an archangel, to praise him as a God of
providence as well as a God of grace.-ED.]

To the Editors of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIRS,

/

It was my happiness to be one of a number of friends.w ho were convened
together as a social party, to hear from the lips of a dear servant of Christ the·
following account of God's dealing with a poor woman from whom the
minister stated he had received the narrative himself, and who thought that in
relating it, it might prove interesting, and establishing to the faith of the Lord's
people assembled, as well as glorify that God who is emphatically called our
Heavenly Father, and which, I humbly conceive, should be the object of all.
such meetings. How often 'was this the case, would they prove a little Heaven
below; thaf this is the case sometimes, my own experience testifies; but yet
how frequently are they occasions for indulging in that kind of desultory conversation which is seldom profitable, and mostly productive of little or no
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glory to God, because Heaven or Heavenly things form no part of Christian
intercourse; though there are, sometimes, communications between saint and
saint at those meetings, which savour of their blessed Master, and are signally
attended with his presence and blessing, so as to be seldom if ever forgotten.
An instance of this fact occurred some time since, when spen~ing the evening
with a few of the Lord's deal' children. A female present, quite a stranger to
myself, conversed with me about Jesus and his glorious salvation (and if my
memory is faithful) also in reference to the providential dealings of God with
his people. It is but a few months since that I heard she frequently referred
to that conversation as being blest to her; she always inquired after my welfare when an opportunity offered, and though I am told she much wished to
see me when in her last illness, yet not knowing it, I never had the privilege
of meeting her again in the flesh. But, oh, may I not hope to meet her above
the sky, where the communion of saints will be without alloy? How often
since then have I thought of the passage, "Let your conversation be as becometh the Gospel." The account of the poor woman was as follows;A few years since a family lived at the East end of the Metropolis, consisting
of a man and wife, and four small children, who, from the dissipated hahits of the
hnsband, wet'&reduced to the greatest extremity of waut and suffering; and when
the calamities of this family were at its grealest height, the man took his flight
no one knew whitber, leaving his poor wife and her almost helpless babes to do
the hest they conld.
It appears that this poor woman was a godly character, and was enabled in
the midst of her deep dislress to lift up her heart to God and exclaim, upon a review of her afflicting circnmstances, "Lord, help nlf' ;" "Lord, undertake foi'
me;" and so on.. She was directed to try a small school, for impal't.ing elementary instruction; but found this insufficient to meet het· expenses, although they
were of the most frugal character. She was then induced·t.o t.ake in washing, to
add a little to her income: while, from the fatigues of the school and her own
children, .she had but little time or strength for tllis additional employment;
however, with all her exertions, she could not keep out of deht, aud found it
quite impossible to. reduce tbe amount of her baker's bill-four pounds-which
was a great grief to her; and although the baker never pressed for payment, but
called every day with the b'·ead as usual, it became at last so great a burden to
her, that she would say t.o hel'self, "How can I take in the mau's bread and not
pay him for it?" And when the account. reached the enormous amount of six
pounds, she could endme it uo longer, but made up her mind t.o tell him she
could not think of takin~ in any more bread, as she c:mld not pay for it; which
she did when he next called to leave the bread. "What!" exclaimed the baker,
"are you going to live without bread, then?" "No," said the poor woman, in
tea,·s, "I cannot do that, but I am unable to pay you fOl' what I have had."
"Here, come, take your bread-you'll pay me some day, I dare say;" and leaving the bread, w'ent his way. She was astonished at t.he man, but this was not
the first time she had to wouder at the conduct of those who gave her credit; for
often had she to acknowledge their kiudness, and feel surprised that they should
t.mst her in her reduced circumstances. Doubtless she found a solution of the
mystery in that blessed promise, "Thy bread shall be given thee, and thy water
shall he sure."
.
Tbrough the kiI!.~ness of'a friend she had obtained the promise of a gratuity
of 41. per year, from a lady proverbial for h"ll' alms-deeds, &c., and who had
directed this friend to pay it quarterly to the poor woman; and it was at the
time when her mind was so exercised in reference ,to t.he baker's bill, that. one
quarter became due; and silting one evening rellectin~ t.hat Bhe hacl saved up
It., and being somewhat cast down in mind at the thought of 51. still r~maining,
she all at once thonght of the quarter's money being due, and, bounding from her
seat, said, "Ah, as Mrs. - - is to pay me, I do not mind asking ner for it; and
that pound with the other will be better worth while paying 1\11'. - - - . " So
away she repaired to her friend, who lived about three miles distant; but (so
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the Lord would have it) her ft'iend was out of town, and wonld not return for
three weeks. "Three w'eeks," exclaimed the poor woman, who had so dwelt
upon the pleasure she shonld experience in payin(l; her haker 21._" three weeks,"
said she, turning from her friend's door; "Oh! deal' Lord, help me; Lord,
what shall I do? "and being very fatigued with her journey, she slowly proceeded towards her home. "Ah;' said she, "shall I go to the lady herself;
perhaps she would not be offended? Oh, if she should, I shall lose my 41. per
year. Lord, direct me what to do." And having proceeded but a step or two
farther, made a stop, saying', "Yes, I will go to the lady herself;" and immediately turned towards the West end of the town, and with a heavy heart
reached - - - Square, nearly exhausted with the journey and her great disappointment; and with her mind alternately exercised between hope and fear, she
walked several times up and' down in front of the residence of Lady F; At
length summoning all her fortitude, she rang the bell, which was quickly answered hyone of the do,mestics, who, upon ascertaining her business, spoke
verY,kindly to her, and had her seated in the hall that she might compo,se herself
a littJe, telling her that he would go to the lady in a minute and speak for her;
and reminding her of her ladyship's great kindness, and that she nad nothing to
fear, he withdrew. She had, previous to ringing the bell, ,in her heart asked
the Lord to (l;ive her favour in the eyes of the lady, and fne kind words of the
servant seemed quite to raise her hopes, and when she was beginning to feel
a little matter comfortable, the servant came down-stairs with a message from
the lady, informing her that she wished to see her immediately, "Oh!" said
she (while her heart sank within her) "if her ladyship is offended with me,
I shall lose my foul' pounds a-year." " Come along," said the servant,," come
along," and almost had to pull her up the stairs; ." come along, I hope the Lord
will give you favour in her eyes," said he, and presently showed her intp the
room where the lady sat on a sofa. "I beg pal'don, ma'am," said the poor
woman, as she 'entered the room'; "I hope no offence, ma'am, but as_as Mrs.
- - was out of town, ma'am, I thought I would take the liberty of - - ; " the
lady interrupted her by saying, "Oh, thee did right in coming, as Mrs. - - was
out; thee did quite right in coming; here-come here, and sit down by me;
and so thee art poor Mrs. - - art thou; well now, let me know somewhat how
thee get on; God bless thee, poor creature_there, sit thee here; bnt stop now
before thee begin-let me pay thee the pound thee know;" and having paid her,
the poor woman, after thanking her, proceeded to give an outline of the trials
and difficulties through which she had been called to pass, not forgetting to
speak also of the Lord's gracious interposition on her behalf which she had experienced many times; and during the recital of which, her ladyship now and
then exclaimed, " God bless thee, poor creature, thee hast seen a great deal of
trouble," and so on. When the poor woman had fini~hed her narrative, the lady
'said, "Well now,1 will'tell thee a little about myself; thee know I am pretty
well (0 do.in life, and as I think it right we should do 'all that lays in our power
fOl' our fellow-creatures, so thee know I endeavour to do all the good I can,
especially to 'the pOOF, and as often as my health will permit, I go to church,
and- I take the sacrament at least once a-month; as I do not think we ought to
be remiss in these things, and every opportunity of doing good that comes in my
WilY, I do whatI can, and so thee know, Mrs. __, we may hope for the best."
"Well, ma'am," said the poor woman (who did not feel quite comfortable while
t~e lady was speaking, t;eeling anything hut satisfied with the account of herself), "I never was in your cir~umstances, ma'am, though I have been much
better off than 'I am now, nla'am, and at that time I t,hought as you do now, that
if I did something for the pOOl', ana did all the good I could, ma'am, that if was
all God required of me; and as far as my ckcumstances wo_uld permit, I did
something for my 'neighbours, ma'am,; but the Lord opened my eyes to see that
I wa~ trusting to an arm of flesh, that I was building on a sandy foundation,
mid not on the rock Christ Jesus, ma'am. "Gjve me back that pound," ex-,
claimed"the lady, "Give me back that pound." "Yes, ma'am," continued the
po,!r woman~nothing daunted at having to give back the money-" to see that
nothing short of Christ would do to trust to, ma'a!U," "Give me back the
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pound-here, take two pounds-I am trusting to a false foundation-there, take
two pounds-I am building on a sandy foundation," said the lady. "Ah,
ma'am," said the poor woman, astonished at this turn of affairs, " if I had died
in that state, my soul would have gone to hell." "Here," again exclaimed the
lady," here are five pounds-there" (putting dow.n a five-pound note)" take five
pounds, the Lord has sent thee to open my eyes, and to show me that Iilm
buildIng on a sandy foundation. Ah, well, God bless thee, dear soul," and
getting up, said," sit thee here, and take some refreshment, and then thou must
tell me some more about it," and having ordered something for her, retired upstairs. After some time had elapsed, the lady came down-stairs with a large
bund1e of flannels, linen, &c., telling t.he poor woman she would no doubt find
them useful for her little ones, and then sat down and conversed freely with her
about Jesus and his great salvation; after which having thanked the lady many
times, the poor woman took her leave, and coming dow.n-stairs, .nothing could
she say but" Bless the Lord, bless the Lord; five pounds and t.he one I have at
home make my haker's bill- bless the L'lrd;" and all ,the way home, havi.ng
q nite recovered from the previous fatigue, it was "Bless the Lord, bless the
Lord." Having arrived at her dwelling, she soon procured t.he one pound, and,
late as it was, immediately went to the baker, and told him she had come to pay
him his bill. "What.," said he, "y'ou have come to pay something off, you
mean?" "Oh, no," she replied, "I have come to pay you six pounds." "'What!"
said he, "six pouuds! Why, wher'e did you get the money from? " Now, as he
was not a professing man, she did not enter into particulars, bnt. merely explained that a kiud lady had given her five pounds, and one she had saved up
herself. "Well," continued the baker, "I never expected to have received a
farthing of it; and I had made up my mind that as long as I had a loaf in my
shop, you never shonld have wanted one." "Well, here," said the baker, ., take
a guinea of it, and here is your bill receipt.ed." Having thanked him for his
kindness, she made towards her'home, and nothing could she say but" Bless t.he
I,ord, my baker's bill is paid--'-bless the Lord," and so on; and retired t.o rest.
t.hat night., no donbt., with her heart. full ofgrat.itnde t.o Him who hath said,
"Trust in the Lord, and do good, and verily thou shalt be fed."
This unexpected interposition of Divine Providence, t.ho,ugh it was a great
help to her for a time, was bnt a.temporary relief, and sbe bad still to struggle
with difliculty, and sometimes great distress: this will be illustrated by a little
circumstance t.hat occurred, and also show that she was not forgotten, and so not
forsaken, by a good and gracious God.
.r

(To be continned.)
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Gideon; or, the Humbl.e Christian. By HENRY,wATM UF~',
iZmo. London: Seott, King's Row, Walworth Road.

Z Vols.

are three things to which we have great objections-long prayers
-long sermons-and long introductions or pl'ef:ices to books. Before
a long family prayer is finished, we frequently fall asleep; and would
here drop a hint in love and faithfulness to parents who seeing, as they
ought to see, the propriety of erecting a family altar, imprudently detain
their families at that altar till its duties become so tedious as to 'make
them dread their return, and glad of an excuse to avoid them. Of long
sermons, varying from one to two hours, we usually beco,me so
THERE
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restless and weary, and have at times found such awful enmity
springing up in our hearts against some'of the Lord's own servants for
speaking so long, that we have trembled upon our seats, and have been
afraid the Almighty would strike us dead for our impiety and
rebellion. God only knows what we have suffered upon this ground,
and how much we have dreaded to enter the sanctuary lest we should
be afresh the subjects of such painful exercises. But there is a third
point we mentioned, and that is long introductions or prefaces to books.
If a writer wishes his book to be acceptable and useful, he should endeavour to come to his subject as quickly as possible, and not occupy
his readers' attention with a long, dry, prosy introduction, just sufficient
to exhaust their patience, and cause them to lay down the book with
little or no inclination to take it up again. Hence the leaves of many
a usefuI volume have never, we are persuaded, been cut open, much
less perused. It is 'a secret which we believe many an author has yet
to learn, to substitute an appendix for an introduction, if anything by
way of explanation is necessary. Another hint we may throw out while
upon the subject of book-making, and that is, it has been suggested by a
writer of judgment, that persons before they publish, ought either to submit their MS. to the scrutiny of a friend, or lay the same by in a drawer
for a twelvemonth, and then re-peruse it prior to sending it to the
press.
, These remarks may be considered by some to be foreign to tIle subject
before us; we think otherwise: for however reluctant we may be to
anatomize the productions of any writer whom we think there is re,ason
to believe is under divine teaching, in expressing an opinion of the
volume before 'us, we cannot but state, that we think the author has
over-written himself. That he has sound scriptural views, we doubt
not, for with many of his remarks we are much pleased, and see eye to
eye with him; that he has an experimental acquaintance with the
truths he has brought forward, we doubt not; but that he has displayed much judgment in bringing forward those truths, we entertain
considerable doubt: he has wandered from his subject; he has introduced ideas which have no bearing upon it; and he has made two
tolerably thick volumes of what would have been much better compressed in one. By the time, therefore, the present edition is out of
print, we recommend Mr. Watmuff to revise his work-to submit it to
the judgment of some man of sound experience, who may be more
skilled in "book-writing;" and ·then see if their mutual conclusion will
not be considerably to abbreviate the work, and reprint such portions
only as have a more direct bearing upon the subject under consideration. We make these remarks in brotherly kindness and affection, and
trust they will, be received as such.
The Protestant Keepsalce: Dedicated to the Right Hon. the Earl of
Winchilsea. London: Hayward and Moore, Paternoster Row.

THIS is a work got up in a handsome and very attractive form, in order
to draw the attention more particularly of young, persons, to the crafty,
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fallacious, and destructive practices of Popery. The" Legends of the
Saints" are, we are informed, a faithful translation. The principal
articles which are written in the shape of "Tales," are, we are decidedly
of opinion, calculated to arrest the attention, and impress the mind of
the reader with a conviction of the infamy and craft :"hich Rre covered
over and kept out of sight by the various ceremonies of the common foe
of God and man. The story of " Arnold of Brescia" is told with a
feeling and ability, which cannot fail to excite the most intense interest
of the reader. If he begins, we believe it is almost impossible for him
to discontinue its perusal. The work has previously appeared in a
periodical form under the title of "Tales about Popery," and we have
been pleased to observe, that it has tended to throw a stumbling-block
in the way of the easy ingress which, to our sorrow, we have long seen
Popery has been making. We rejoice, likewise, to perceive, that we
are not so far sunk in Laodicean sloth and indifference, but what some
remain, though in numbers, comparatively few, in whose hearts the
power, and not the mere letter of the truth, is kept alive, and who
appeal' likewise to have a pecoming s~se of the present low condition of
the church of the living God; who are favoured with sufficient grace
and fortitude boldly and fearlessly to oppose, as it comes in their way,
the specious semblances of,. or substitutes for, true and vital godliness
with which the present day abounds. We wish that works illustrative
of the spirit of Popery were more nUJ;nerous; and we trnst that such as
already exist .will be accompanied with the blessing of God, for the
edification and establishment of his family..

Little Maurice and his Uncle: Uncle Oliver and his Nephew. By
GEOFFRY BLAND. London: Houlston and Stoneman, Paternoster
Row.

Two little works written in the form of tales, intended to impress upon
the j)lvenile mind the horrors of war. They are not probably published
at an untimely season. In most of the stories there appears a want of
tact; with one or two we were pleased, as they are faithful pictures of
what is every day acted upon the stage of life; but the author, in-our
'view, makes a too common hack of RELIGION. That to which he so
often all.udes may adapt itself to the piety (so called) of the day; but
in our estimation, he makes it too.easyof attainment to apply itself to
that vital godliness which is the work of the Holy Ghost in the heart.
We like to see mere morality and real religion kept in their proper
places. The want of this distinguishing characteristic has considerably
helped on the evils of the day in which we live, when the performance
of the mere outward forms and ce~emonies of religion are substituted
for the vital power and energy thereof.
0;\
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ORIGINAL POETRY.
PARAPHRASES OF THE TWENTY·THIRD PSALM.

"

THE Lord is my Shepherd-he will be, has been;
No want shaH I ever possess;
He mal,es me lie down in sweet pastures of green,
And leads by the waters of peace,
My soul he restores when by sorrow opprestIn tronble he will not forsake;
In the smooth paths of righteousness leads me to rest,
And all for hi,s blessed name's sake.
Yea, though I the valley of death should walk through;
, 'Tis a shadow, I will fear no hurt;
For thou, Lord, .art with me-my guide thou art, tooThy rod and thy staff my support.
How often, kind Shepherd, my table is spread
In a manner no enemy knows;
With heavenly oil thou anointest my head;
The cup of thy favonr o'erflows.
Surely goodness and mercy th~t I can~ot tell
Shall follow me all thl'Ough my days!
In the house of the Lord I for ever will dwell ;
My blessed empl?y snail be praise!

JUDGES, XI. 1.
WHEN Israel in the olden time
Transgressed against the Lord,
They fell into captivity-,
Captured by Midian's sword:
Jehovah, who bad hitherto
Maintained them in each war,
, Withdrew his arm of victory
Which strengthened them before.
So, when the Saviour's follow,Crs
Forsake his holy ways,
And walk in paths of sinfulness,
Of sorrow and disgrace;
Then Satan and his company
(Permitted by the Lord)
, Afflict with each adversity
That trou ble can afford.
Believer, you are travelling
Along the path of life;
Oh! combat with iniquity,
Maintain a constant strife;
For, if you sin, that peacefulness
Which now you love to feel,
'Will fade like the calm of a summer's sky
When thunder-clouds assail.
City Press, Long Lane: DOUlluey and Scrymgour.
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