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FOR I, SAITH THE LORD, WILL BE UNTO HER A WALL OF
FIRE ROUND ABOUT, A D WILL BE THE GLORY IN THE
MIDST OF HER.-ZEcH. H. 5.
" AND where did you get your text r' has ofteutimes been the mental
inquiry when the preacher has announced his subject. "Out of the
depths, just in time to appear before the people~ Very timely-very
powerful-\'ery precious? or is it the fruit and offspring of search
into other men's writings? If so, we cannot-we dare not-wish it
ano you God-speed." ., And where did you get your text?" says the
reader. From the Lord, we answer. Blessed be bis dear name, it
came very sweet-very suitable and precious. Waking in the dead of
the night. freedom of utterance was ,given. "Lord, there is such
an one and such an one and so and so watching for my halting;
wilt tbou not disappoint them, Lord?". "I will be a wall of fi e
round aoout bel', and a glory in the midst of her." " Is tbat for me, Lord?
No. 46, VOL. IV.-New Series.
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JEHOVAH TH& DRFENCE AND THE GLOllY OF HIS PEOPLE.

Did it come from thee, or was it the mere product of the memory ?*
If really from thyself, and personally for me, I ask-I wish for nothing
more.
' A wall of fire round about?' then what can approach 01'
injure? 'a glory in the midst?' Ah! I have no~ other glory than
thyself-my life, my light, my all! Bless thy precious name! How
sweet-how suitable-how kind and gracious of thy dear Majesty to
wake me up, and thus refresh my spirit! Fear! fear! I have none.
I go forward in thy strength, leaning on thine arm-rejoicing in thy
light-making lIly boal't in thee and of thee and to thee. I face the
world-devils, angels, men, in thy grace-thy strength-thy righteousness. My soul doth magnify and bless thy great and holy name."
TI~s-this, beloved, is where and how we got our text. But, upon
examining, we find it was quoted somewhat differently to the manner
in which it is recorded, and the adversary suggests it came not from the
Lord on this account. But the substance was and is the same; and
having nothing else, we offer you a few observations thereupon.
"A wall of fire." They say that in foreign climes the method of
keeping off wild beasts, is to light a fire round and .about the travellers.
Now, if this applies in a natural sense, and with regard to men, tlOW
much more in a spiritual point of view, and with respect to our God!
'What devil, much less man, can approach when thIS wall of fire is
manifestively erccted around the church? That venomous beast of
prey, who goeth about seeking whom he may devour, may stand and
growl and snarl and bile his chains, but this is all he can do. The
wall of fire still stands to keep off every intruder, and consume each
weapon that would penetrate. The lord bere sets himself forth as awall
to encompass, to guard-protect his church; and as a wall of fire to
annihilate-destroy-burn up all that would attempt to come nigh or
climb over. Blessed, blessed protection!
" And the glory in the midst of her." Beloved, there is no glory in
the church, nor about the church, but as that church shines forth ill her
Beloved. .lehovah·Jesus is her glory-excellency-anei beauty. In
herself, collectively and individually, the church is nothing but a mass
of sin and putrefaction. So to speak, Christ is her salt; Christ the
one great and grand object of attraction. You look, but look in vain,
for aught beside that is acceptable 01' worthy of attention. All falls
short-all leaves an aching void. Christ, and Christ alone, serves to
• We spoke thus-we bad our apprehensions on this ground-because the
word flowed into the mind so very gently-so distiuctly from those passages
which come at once dowu iuto the heart with that demonstration and power,
which leaves not the sbadow of a doubt about their coming from the Lord.
Yet, comparing circumstances-the times in which the word hath come in
this self· same gentle way, the hopes which have been raised thereby, and the
establishment which the Lord bath given to tbose hopes by vouchsafing renewed
deli"erin?-" mercies, we cannot-we dare not-say tbis precious passage was not
of the Lord's own application. It has abode upon the mind-a d~wy sweetness
-an unctuous power_bas rested thereupon_and the time and circumstances
under which this wO"d was applied, has, under the Spirit's power, lee! the mind
-the heart-the affections, upwards. Another thought in connexion with the
circumstancl', has given comfort. The rain descends-the dews arise-but in
both cases the eartb is refresbed.
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stay the mind ID its contemplations.
In Him-upon Him-the
mind reposes with unbounded satisfaction; for the wore the Spirit
re\'eals a!ld testifies of Him, the more appears to remain to be revealed
and testified of. The little known sharpens the appetite-kindles a
thirst-for more.
And this glory is in the midst, showing the oneness, the union of the
whole. There is participation-what Chri~t is the chun:h is made t.o par.
take of-participate in. Is she guilty, filthy, weak, contemptible? In her-,
self she is. But in Christ, hel'glory, she rises infinitely above-superior
to-this her former misery; her fallen estate is put off-disregardedvirtually disowned, uy reason of that glory which excelle'h.
Hence the church stands as a stately citadel; and, as in cases of
attack or molestation, the grand object or feature of attraction is the
seat of power, so Christ, as the bulwark of his church, and the g'ory of
tile same, is the devil's aim.
Then, belo\'ed, be looking to thy Christ. He is thy defence and He
thy glory. Thongh thine enemies be strong and mighty, yet how vain
their rage-how futile their attacks! 'Vhen they can o\'ercome-de.
feat thy Christ, then, then hast thou just reason to be fearful; but whilst
He lives and reigns, and combats every foe, thou neetlest fear no evil.
For into whatsoerer position thou art brought, thy Jesus will be there
before thee; He will be there-thy strength, thy courage, and thy consolation; and thongh it be in depths of sorrow, or in the midst of
numerous evils to another's eye, yet to thyself-because thy JesU'j
there-it will be a Bethel !
THE EDITOR.
TO "MARY:'
" MARY," you say that your case is so strange, that you cannot make judgment
of it. You complaiu of bardness of heart-daily wanderings-and a lack of
"one good t"ought towards HIM or anyone else." Now, one inquiry, as in
the siO'ht of God. Amidst all your complicated exercises, did you ever regard
with ~nvy the condition of your namesake-" washing Jesus' feet with her
tears, and wiping them witb the hairs of her head?" Instead of a falsl! delicacy
-a species of indignation against Mary for so "degrading" her sex, has the
secret desire ever gone forth, " Oh, that I we,'e in a similar case; Oh that Jesus
wnuld dmw nigh, and p£1'mit me to do the same. Would He bnt approachdid He but give me the opportunity, how speedily wonld I fall at his feet, and
kiss those sacred wounds, 'bathing tbem with my teal'S, and wiping them with
the hairs of my head ?'" Has this been tbe lan~uage of your heart, Mary?
Then you are wasbed iu his blood, though as yet you know it not. Your face
would never have been Zionward had not Jesus turned it tbilher. Never would
you have thought of Him, had He not first thought of you; nor would you
have had one spark of affection for Him, had not his heart overflowed with lo\'e
to you. Your love is tbe fruit of his. Go to Him-tell Him so. Just what
you have told us, tell Him. "I am very dark, Lord-very icy aud cold; oh,
thaw these frozeu affections by the droppings of thy love. Come, b,'eak this
hard heart. Let in a little of thy love to my thirsty, barren soul. Thou who
art tbe great High-Priest-the fu il and free Atonement fo,' thy one church,
break in upon my soul with the blessed assurance, 'Daughter, be of ~ood cbeer
-tby sins are forgiven thee.' Give me this boon, Lnrd, 'fis not too much to
ask. Thou hast pardoned thousands-pardon me. Thy blood can cleanse
away the filthiest sins, and will not thy glory richly shine thereby? I cannot
-will not let tbee li?' except thou bless. How ,can. I do without? What is
life without thy snllle 1 How eau I bear to die Without a knnwledge of tby
favour?"-Oh, Mary, Mary-highly-favoured name, never, never give Him rest
until He grant the boon. 'Tis treasured in his heart for YOu; then draw 'it out
by wrestling.
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(Continued from page 396.)
THE emperor Trajan, who seems to have continued a pet'secutor of the
Christians to the last, died A.D. 117, and was succeeded by Adrian,
who, though of a more tolerant spirit, yet never decidedly revoked the
persecuting deeds of Trajan, but seems to have suffered the govel'l1ors
of the provinces to continue their barbarous usage of the followers of
Christ. Still, however, the little grain of mustard seed which our
Saviour sowed, being watered from heaven by the early and latter rain,
continued to grow and increase, till as a large tree, its roots and
branches spread through all parts of the earth. Whenever the Lord
set up his kingdom in opposition to the devil, there the earth
rejoiced, and multitudes were glad thereof (Ps. xcvii. 1); i. e" wherever the standard of the Gospel was raised, around it was gathered, by
the power and energy of the Holy Ghost, a people, a seed, counted to
the Lord for a generation, and forming out of all nations the one
l'ighteous nation, which keepeth the truth, and speaketh the pure
language of Canaan. This glorious result was mainly brought about at
this time by men who had personally known the Apostles, many of
whom, after selling their property, and making distribution to the poor,
went into distant lands, where the word had not hitherto been preached.
The Lord gave testimony to the word of his grace; and these faithful
men, after ordaining elders over these churches thus planted, went
themseh'es into yet more distant places, until their course being run,
and their work allotted them being finished, the Lord was pleased to
call them home to himself. Others went about confirming the church,
not indeed after our modern method of so-called confirmation, but
rather according to the ability given them, edifying and llUilding up
the church in the doctrine of Christ, and her most holy faith. It is not
apostolical phrases that we need, but apostolical doings; the former
without the latter is nothing better than an empty nut-shell, 01' rather
a nut·shell enclosing rottenness. Among those who thuB went about
was Quadratus, who, on visiting Athens, found the church there in a
very low state; he was elected their bishop, and laboured among them
with much zeal and faithfulness, insomuch that the church again prospered, and was in health. What a blessing is a faithful minister and
pastor beside whose tent the Lord leads the footsteps of the flock, and
causeth them to lie down in the green pasturage there provided, and
also there to find that rest so needful at noon, i. e.. Christ exalted as it.
shadow of a great rock from the scorching rays of fiery persecution,
It becometh indeed the Lord's people to pray uuto the Lord of the
harvest that He would even now be pleased to raise up such as Quad~.
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ratus, and giving unto them the door of utterance, cause his word to
have free course, and be glorified, so that the feeble knees may be
confirmed, and the hands that hang down be strengthened.
This Quadratus, and also Aristides, a Christian of Athens, presented
to the emperor Adrian, in the sixth year of his reign, on his visitinl{
Athens, apologies on behalf of the Christians; in his apology Quadratus
defended the Gospel from the calumnies of its enemies, and in which
he particularly took notice of our Saviour's miracles, his curing of
diseases, and raising of the dead; some instances of which he says, i. e.,
of persons raised from the dead, were alive in hi~ time. At this time
aJ~o Serenius Granianus, proconsul of A~ia wrote a letter to Adriau to
the same purpose, in which he said ; " That it seemed to him unreasonable that the Christians should be
put to death, merely to gratify the clamours of the people, without
trial, and without any crime proved against them."
This seems the first instance of any Roman governor daring pnblicly
to suggest ideas contradictory to Trajan's iniquitous maxims, which
inflicted death on Christians as such, abstracted from any moral guilt.
Adrian, moved by these apologies, issued his rescript to the governor
of Asia, and put some check upon the persecution that raged through
the fury of the people, rather than by the command of the emperor, but
still Christians continued to suffer even unto death, but stiIJ more by
the false calumnies propagated against them, which charged upon them
most horrible crimes. It becomes indeed a child of God to seek constantly for his grace, that he may lead a qniet and godly life, and so
put to silence the ignorance of foolish men, who prate against the
truth, and charge home upon it consequences which do not follow.
But when enabled to use the greatest watchfulness and care, we shall
never be enabled to stop their malicious and false slanders, as they will
still go on speaking perversely, and raising the common cry, that
Antinomianism, &c. ., He that is filthy shall be filthy still," until he
is broug-ht to the Antinomian fonntain for sin and uncleanness. The
Christians indeed were bnt often too ready to court persecntion; and
some of those who thus offered themselves for the deed about this time
were rebuked by a magistrate, in Asia, who, after having caused a few
to be executed, he addressed the remainder, "0 wretches! if you wish
to die, hal'e ye not lakes and precipices?"
At this time a Jew named Bachochebas gave himself out as the star
prophesied of by Balaam, and drew great multitudes of deluded followers after him; and these were by him led into horrid crime~, and
amongst the rest into a cruel treatment of the Christians. The issue
of the rebellion was the entire exclusion of the Jews from the city and
territory of Jerusalem.
A new city, called Elia Capitol in a, was
erected near the site of Jerusalem, which Adrian had completely
overthrown; and into this new city the Jews were forbidden to enter,
under penalty ltf death, but a small Christian church was allowed to
continue there. Thus did this miserable nation feel the weight of that
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cnrse which they imprecated upon themselves. Still. no doubt even
then there was amongst them a remnant aCf:ording to the election of
grace.
•
Adrian, after a reign of twenty-one years, was sncceedcd by
A nlonins Pins, who appears to have been. at least ill his own personal
character and intentions, always guiltless of Christian blood. His
rescript to the Common Council of Asia is worthy of note, as showing
a kind of accusation at this time falsel y bronght against the Christians.
He says;"I am quite of opinion that the gods will take care to discover
such persous; for it much more concerns them to punish those who
refuse to worship them than you, if they ne able. But yon harass and
vex the Christians, and accuse them of Atheism and other crimes, which
yOll can by no means prove. To them it appea"s an advantnge to die
for tbeir religion, and they gain their point while they throwaway their
li':es, rather than comply with your injunctions. As to earthquakes,
which have happened in past times or lately, is it not proper to remind
you of your despondency, when they happen? and to desire yol,1 to
compare your spirit with theirs, and observe how serenely they eonfide
in God? In snch seasons you seem to be ignorallt of the gods, and
to neglect their worship; you live in the practical ignorance of the
supreme God himself, and you harass and persecute to death those who
do worship him. Bnt if any person will still persist in accusing the
Christians merely as such, let the accused be acquitted, though he
a:1pear to be a Christian, and let the accuser be punished."
There are two or three points in this important document which call
for our attention. The satirical way in which he speaks of the gods
evidently implies his disbelief of them; but although he speaks of the
Supreme Being, yet it does not appear that he thorough Iy beliel-ed in
the one true God; he seems to have been an amiable man, and to have
been permitted to exercise his common sense, but he had not that
spiritual sense (that which is born of the Spirit, John iii.) which distinguished the children of God from the children of the 1V0rld; the
latter may go very far in detecting errors and fictions, but the former
can alone di,tinguish and realize God Almighty'S truth. We also find
from the al1ol-e letter what false accusations were heaped upon the
followers of Christ; and so it el'er must be, for as our Saviour himself
did nut escape such calulTluy, how can the disciples expect to be better
treated? Nav, we are told to rejoice and be exceeding glad when our
names are cast out as evil, and all Ulanner of evil spoken against us for
Christ's name's sake. However careful and circumspect a child of God
may be, still they must expect to he thus slandered by the children of
this world, who will manifest themseh'es to be of their father, the del'il,
uy speaking lies. These are amongst the bitter herbs which those
must eat who partake of Christ the pa~sover, slain for them; and
nothing perhaps is a greater trial of the faith of God's elect. It would
seem also that many considered that the earthquakes and other cala:n.
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ItlCS to be bronght UPOII the world as tokens of the anger of the gods
towards the Christians; but for this the emperor reproved them, and
contrasted the quiet and submissive spirit of the Christians at such
seasons, with the fe~rs and want of religion of themselves. Nothing
indeed more manifests the vitality and rea"lity of the religion of those
who are born of the Spirit, than their patient endnrance under affliction,
and a quiet and child-like dependance upon their heavenly Father, as
ordering and controlling all things for their real good, however adverse
they may seem to be. It is easy to trust when all is smooth, and jnst
as we could wish, but to trnst in the dark, and see love under a frowning Providence, this is peculiar to the Lord's family, and is often
puzzling and incomprehensible to the world.
It is also worthy of not.ice, how wonderfully our God works for the
accomplishment of his gracious purposes of mercy. He plll'posed at
this time that his chnrch should have comparative peace; and He
therefore restrained the e('il in the natnral heart of this emperor, just
as when the snn shines upon t.he snow it melts, although the thermomoter may still be below freezing; but as soon as the sun withdraws,
the snow again freezes. It is this consideration which will solve so
much as would otherwise appear dark and mysterious in the varied
natural character of carnal man. This emperor reigned for twentIthree years, and contiuued throughout his mild and protecting condnct
to the Christiaus. He was succeeded A.D. 161, by Marcus Antonius,
called the philosopher, who very soon renewed the persecntion against
the Christians with the greatest virulence. He had been educated
from a child in the school of the philosophers, called stoics, and with
their boasted learning imbibed all theil' pride, self-sufficiency, aud
arrogancy. Mosheim, in his history, gives the following account of
him:': Most writers have celebrated Mal'l~us Antonius the pllilosopber 011
account of his extraordinary wisdom and virtue. It is not, however,
in his conduct towards the Christians that we must look for the reasous
of these pompous enconiurns; for here the clemency and justice of that
emperor suffer a strange t>clipse. He did not indeed revoke the edict
of Antonius Pius, or abrogate the laws which the preceding emperors
had enacted in favour of tbe Christians, but he did what was equally
pernicious to them. Without examining impartially their cause, be
Jent an easy and attentive ear to all the most virulent insinuations of
their enemies, aud more especially to the malignant calumnies of the
}1hilosophers, who accused them of the most horrid crimes, and the
most moustrous impiety."
So that, if we except that of Nero, there was no reign nnder which
the Christians were more injuriously and cruelly treated than under
that (of the so-called) wise and \,irtuous Marcus Autonius; and yet
there was no reign under which such nU 1oerOllS a"d victorious apologies
were puhlished i~1 their behalf. Were we inclined to speculate on the
causes that could induce a priuce (otherwise so humane, considerate,
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and in general so well-intentioned), to persecute a set of people so quiet
and inoffensive, we might find sufficient in the opposition there is
between philosophy and the glorious Gospel of the.ever-blessed God.
Well indeed has the apostle joined philosophy with vain conceit (Col.
ii. 8), for of those who. either in the former or present time, addict
themselves wholly to philosophy, it may be truly said, as written in the
prophet Isaiah (xliv. 20), "He feedeth on ashes; a deceived heart
hath turned him aside, that he cannot deliver his soul, nor saY, Is there not
a lie in my right hand ?" The world by wisdom knew not God; neither
can it now, with all the boasted march of intellect, by searching find out
the Almighty. He is only to be known as revealed by the Holy Spirit
individually to the hearts of the children of God. We hear much of the
expression, "Through nature unto nature's God;" but this is one of
the greatest deceits of vain philosophy. A spiritual man, who knows
God, may indeed, by a contemplation of the works of nature, be led to
have converse with Him who made all things; but a natural man, who
is neither known of God, or knows God, cannot with all his powers
discover what the Lord Jehovah is. Even with reference to many of
those theories and conclusions which he thinks infallibly true by human
reasons we Illust oppose the word of the Lord, as written in Eccle·
siasties viii. 17, "Then I beheld all the work of God, that a man cannot
find out the work that is done nnder the sun; because though a man
labour to seek it ont, yet he shall not find it; yea, further, though a
wise man think to know it, yet shall he not be able to find it." Human
reason cannot stand before the word of God, no more than the image of
Dagon could before the ark of God. Such considerations as these may
fully account for the opposition to God's truth and God's children Ly
men of mere natural science; and in fact, if God did not restrain
them, we should invariably find them persecutors. Instead, then, of
specnlating on the causes of the hatred of Marcus Antonius to the
Christian name, we would rather at once solve it, by putting him
amongst the Pharaohs, and say that God hardened his heart, and Hen
for this self-same purpose raised him lip, that he might show forth his
power, and make his name known, as was so evidently done in the
remarkable way in which our God sustained the l1earts of his people
uuder these heavy trials.
This will be seen in our next paper, in wh(ch 'we propose to narrate
the martyrdom of Polycarp, Justin Martyr, &c.

J. W.

Stockwell.

GOWRING.

(To be conti1lued.)
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DURING the dark ages of Popish supremacy, very few of the essential
points of theology were allowed to be discuss6d; now and then a hold
man or two would be daring enough to doubt, and to express their
doubts abont the truth of some of those unscriptural doctrines which
the Papists set forth as essential for salvation; but such men were no
sooner heard of, than they were sought for, apprehended, silenced, their
writings destroyed, and themselves either privately tortured to death,
or publicly burnt to death; and by such vile means the whole system
of Popery was kept up, "and gross darkness covered the people:'
The Papal throne was thus sapped with the blood of the martyrs of
Jesus, and thereby rendered the most tottering of all the thrones in this
world, as far as we can see other thrones might stand, but that must
fall, "the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it." But this state of darkness
wanot to continue always; He that said, " Let there be light, and there
was light," gave the word, and the" day-spring visited the earth ;"
the Spirit of God, in the most sovereign manner, wrought upon the minds
of men in different countries of Europe about the beginning of the sixteenth century; and then, by his special and powerful operation,
almost amounting to extraordinary inspiration, He called forth men,
evidently afore prepared by strong natural endowments, and very consideraule attainments, to stand forth, aud expose the awfully strong
delusions of the clay in which they lived.
Popery, the common foe to all truth, began to bestir itself; but the
mandate was gone forth; "Let there be light, and there was light ;"
the set time to favour Zion was come; the cloven tongues of fire which
sat upon the heads of the Apostles, emblematic of that sacred fire which
by the Spirit of God was powerfully burning in their hearts, had never
been quite extinguished in the church of God uy all the fury of the
enemy; one after another, according to his sovereignty, had caught the
sacred flame; not, however, through prelatical hands, but by divine
power and grace; so that it kindled where prelates least expected it,
aud where if they could they would soon have extinguished it; but it
was never to be extinguished, it was always to burn, more or less, in the
hearts of his people; and at the time of which we speak it burst out
in a most wonderful manner.
Luther had it kiudled in his heart when
secluded in his cell, and came forth and boldly attacked the" damnable
heresies" that had been" privily brought in," by publishing his Thesis',
which contained the truths that he believed, and'found recorded in God's
word, and also what he did not believe, which he found in the books
and practices of the Papists. The word of God spread amazingly;
the whole Papal dominion shook; foice, fraud, and reward were
offered by the Papists to stop the progress of divine truth, but all
to no purpose. The Emperor and the Princes of Germany in-

S

H

442

THE FIVE POINTS.

terfered, in order to calm the rising storm. A diet was summoned at
Augsburgh to consider this important matter. Luther and Melancthon
drew up the Augsburgh confession so called, becam>e it was presented
by the Elector of Saxony to the Emperor and Princes at the diet held
at that place, in the year 1530, which confession occupied twenty-eight
chapters, and contained thl: doctrines they and their brethren believed
to be found in the word of God, which were opposed to the whole
system of Popery, and very strongly and clearly asserted the doctrines
of sovereign and discriminating grace. The Papists attempted a refutation, which was also read at the diet. The Protestants required a
copy of this refutation, which the Emperor would not grant, but ordered
that nothing more should be published upon the matter. But now comes
tbe weakness of the creature, and just sho",s us that we ought to exercise much charity towards those that may differ from us, or that do not
express themselves just as we should like, if we see and believe the
grace of God to be in them. Melancthon, of whose piety none can
doubt, wrote a defence of the confession, and was induced to concede(the devil wrought upon his naturally amiable disposition)-a great
deal too much to the Papists. His brethren were much displeased
about it, and it caused some stir and remonstrance; but when this
defence was re-published, the obnoxious passages were omitted, and
they stood upon their brst ground. About the same time Calvin published
his book called" The Institutes of the Christian Religion," which con·
tained the doctrines now called Calvinistic. There were also many
catechisms extant, but all agreeing as to the doctrines of grace, though
there were some differences of opinion as to other points that may be
considered of less importance; but almost all godly men received,
maintained, preached. and published these fundamental truths, so that
they may with great truth and justice be called the "doctrines of the
Reformation." This state of things did not last long; Beza had written
upon the doctrine of predestination, and a book was published against
it, which Arminius, -being then a professor of theology at Leydon, was
requested to confute; and it is said, that while he was searching for
arguments to confute the said work, he became a cOUl-ert to the sentiments it contained. Gomarus, who was his colleague in office, was his
greatest opponent. A strong controversy was thus began; conferences
were called, and synods assembled together; the civil authorities appeal
too; and in some cases those that embraced the doctrines of Al'minius
were pronounced guilty of pestilential error, and condemned as cor-,
rupters of true religion. But I fear that but little dependance can be
placed on such decisions, as there was, evidently, so much party spirit
mixed lip with all these proceedings; and places and emoluments were
pretty closely connected with the issue to one party or the other.
But we are not to suppose that these tenets, by which the doctrines
of Calvin and the Reformei's were opposed, had their origin in Arminius ;
no, thp.y were evidently floating about in the miuds of men long before
he advocated' them; .and, if tfaced by the experienced believer, can
be seen and felt to arise from the innate aversion our whole race have
to the sorertiignty oJ Gm]',. What olomon says, " There is nothing new
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under the sun," may with great propriety be applied to spiritual things;
for whatever doctrine may be started by men that is contrary' to true
godliness, and appears to the world to be new, is but some old unclean
spirit, arrayed by the inventive powers of men, in another garb, and
presented in a new aspect, and through another medium, to their view,
so that the true Israel may be overcome if possible by some means or
other. 'Wllat Balak cannot do Balaam must attempt; and if be
cannot do it at one point he must try at another. And so Balak
took Balsam from place to place to see the same people, exactly
under tile same circumstance, saying to him, "Curse me them from
thl'llce." From three different places did Balak take Balaam to view
and curse Israel.
Now, wlletber!he thereby aimed his curses against the sovereign work
of the Father, the perfect work of the Son, and the invincible operation
of the Holy Ghost, may be a question not easily decided; but it is
quite clear, Balak rebelled against God s sovereignty iu the choice of
that people, and hoped that Balaam's curses would have annihilated it;
nor less happy would he have been if Balaam's cursp. had reached the
angel of his presence, who mystically abode in the cloudy and fiery
pillar, and caused lIis departure, or that the spirit of faith and determination which the Holy Gho&t gave by his indwelling amongst them, to
go in and possess the lanrl of which God had said, " I will give it you,"
had heen driven from the people's minds, the whole or either one of these
objects would have suited his purpose; for they could as easily have
entered the land without any of these cOI'enaut realities as with the loss
of one. The doctrines taught by Arminius, I believe, aimed at all that
. have said-the whole work of the Trinitv in the salvation of the
church; but whether Arminius himself aimed at either I will not
attempt to determine; it is not my business; to" his own Master he
stands or falls." But, however, when this subject had thus taken hold
of the minds of men, and had lighted up fire-brancls in the professing
church, Anninins dierl. in the year 1609. Candid writers say his
talents and attainments were of the first order, and his character
estimable; his enemies endeavoured to set him forth in the most disadvanta~eous. light, bllt it is very evident that some of them were nc
better themselves, and many of them far worse. Bertius, in his funeral
oration, says, "He was a friend to universal toleration, and with him
it was a fundamental principle, that Christians are accountable only to
God for their religious sentiments; and no individual can be justly
pnnished by the magistrate for erroneous opinions, while he conducted
himself as a virtuous and obedient subject, and makes no attempt to
disturb the order and peace of civil society;' A sentiment (by the bye)
generally held by every party when it is weak; well would it have been
for the world and the church too had they not Corgotten it when they
became strong, Although these doctrines were not new, but had always
~eell in the world under some Corm or Qther, yet no mall of eminence
at this period had stood forward to advocate them, and put them into a
~efinite form, This, therefore, was done bf. Arminius, the theological
professor oC Leyden; the doctrines he taught were received by many
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because he taught them; hy many more because natural men lik (\
them; and henceforth they who became his disciples were known b
the name of Arminians.
The contrO\'ersy, therefore, became more strong after his r!l'uth
than before; and the contending parties were so equal as to Illllllhl'
and influence, that it was difficult to tell who would succeed l!l'st.
The Calvinist said that the Arminians wanted to subvert all true religion, and were determined, by fair means or foul, to put them down.
The civil magistrate interposed his authority to protect them. Th
other party was more exasperated than ever, and denied their right to
The Arminians persisted that the civil
interfere in the matter.
authorities were the most proper to appeal to, and that they ought
to decide the point. A strange decision indeed when their leadcr
had held it as a fundamental principle, that the " civil magistrate had
no business with the religious sentiments of the subject at all ;" but
we can clearly see that they were not governed by any very honest
principle when they rleclared for the authority of the State, but just
because they saw that the authorities were inclined to Arminianislll,
and therefore thought to obtain their favour without reference to 1\
decision according to God's truth. The Calvinist contended against
the right of the ci"il powers, and said the decision ought to rest with
the clergy. The State's General was induced, in order to settle t1l
questions, to call a national synod, which was conveued at the city of
Dort, in 1618, the principal divines of England, Scotland, and other
Protestant countries, being in"ited to attend. The business of the
synod was commenced, but disputes arose immediately amongst the III
as to how they ought to proceed; whether the accused party
should be admitted to the assembly, and in what way they should b<l
admitted; they had been summoned, but were not ready at the prop I'
time. In the course of these preliminaries it was proposed that one of
the synod should preach a sermon in Latin, which was done by a Mr.
Dean, one of the English divines. In the course of the sermon h
ventured to gil'e his advice to the learned assembly, "That each par y
should well consider the Apostle Paul's discourse in the ninth f
Romans, and for their final determination should exhibit unto the
synod a plain, perspicuous, and familiar paraphrase on that chapt r;
for if the meaning of that discourse were once perfectly opened, the
question would be at an end." But then he exhorts them" to k p to
their former determination on these points," and told them, "it was
an especial part of his Majesty's (the King of England) commis into
exhort them to keep unaltered their former confession."
trange
advice, certainly, first to tell them to consider a subject for the ake of
coming to truth, and then to tell them not to "alter their former sen.
timents."
Mr. Hales, of Eaton, who was chaplain to Sir Dudley Carleton,
Engli~h Ambassador at the Hague, was present at this famous synod,
and wrote the proceedings of every day in letters to Sir Dudley, which
contain the most exact acc0!lnt of the extraordinary proceedings of this
assembly, and, upon quoting the above sentence of the sermon, says,
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"How fit it was to open so much of their commission, and then to

~

express himself for a party against the Armillians, YOUI' honour can
best jud~e." And certainly, if Calvinism rested upon nothing but
King's commissions and synodical decisions, it would be a miserable
foundation. It does not appear that the paraphrase upon the ninth of
Romans was ever produced by either party; that part of the advice
therefore fell to the ground. But the synod continued its business
almost everv day for about three months; the accused Arminians were
desired to decla;e their faith, and then prove their tenets, if they could.
This they stoutly refused to do, but wanted to choose their own position,
and open an argument upon reprobation, which the synod would not
agree to, as it would have been allowing the Arminians to arraign the
whole synod at their bar, when the Arminians were the accused party,
and were summoned to the bar of the synod. It does not appear that
any particular articles were presented against them, but that they
held pestilential error. Again and again were they required to state
the peculiar points of faith, but they made all sorts of excuses, that they
were not yet ready, and that they might be granted a little time, and so
on; but all appears to me to be most shuffling and nothing straightforward. On the other hand, the principal business of the synod was done
in private meetings; and Bales says, "What was done in public was
for show, and to amuse the people." But as there were some in the synod
that favoured the Arminiau party, that were not amougst the accused,
there was, occasionally, much discussion bearing upon the sllhject; and
upon one occasion, when one of those who had been advocating the
Arminian doctrine, whose name was Martinius, had sat down, Gomarus,
colleague with the late Arminius at the Univenity of Leyden, but
always his greatest opponent in doctrine, and the chief champion of
CalvioistlJ at the synod, started up, and saicl to the synod, "I receive
this as against myself," and with that, threw down his glove, and
challenged Martiuius with a proverb, the application of which, though
not clear now, wa, [ suppose, common at that day-" Ecce rhodllm,
ecce saltum," and required the synod to grant them a duel, adding that
he knew Martinius could sav nothinl.( in refntation of the doctrines he
himself advocated. Martinius, howe\'~r, was more discreet, and put up
with the affront; the presirlent interposed, and attempted to soften the
parties, and of course did IIOt disgrace the synod by granting a duel to
the combatants. They therefore conclnded the bnsiness of the synod
for that day in the usual manner, by prayer; but devotion did rIOt cool
the temper of Gomarns, for immediately after prayer he renewed the
challenge, and required combat; they, however, separated without
fighting.
0, poor Calvinism, if it rests upon men, their writings, their arguments, their zeal, or their spirit, Gomarus might have had the doctrine
of Christ, but Martinius had most of his meekness. Alas! alas! for
those who have the doctrine of Christ, and know nothing of the Spirit
of Christ. Such furious supporters of the trnth have certa.inly no
Scripture to support them. A firm advocate of God's truth ought to
be valued by the church of God; an earnest contender for the faith
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cannot be too much esteemed for his work's sake; but a furiouR upporter of any cause is no credit to the cause he attempts to uphold.
Who ever heard, until Gomarus introduced it, of l} duel, to settl •
dispute about a c, sinner's acceptance with God," which was the peculi r
point to which he reduced the whole question? Well would it tlln
been if the spirit of Gomarus had died with him; but, lamentahle I
say, many since his day who have held the same sentiments, hay
endeavoured to propagate them, and enforce them upon others, with
the same spirit, though not exactly by challenges and duels. May w
be far from following such examples. We need not follow the proceedings of this synod, farther than to say, that the Arminians would not
present their doctrines to the synod; they were therefore denounced
and expelled their churches; their persons put into pri on, or banished
the country.
Now, when the points in dispute were first reduced 10. or discover d
to be five, I know not; whether the synod gathered it rr ID their writings, or whether, when they had suffered all they could, th poiul
were boldly published, I know not; but as they are
liul
known now, although they have not lost any of their importanc , 1 will
just place them over against each other, as believed by the t\\'oopp ill
parties, with a few remarks added to each,
«

FIRST POINT."

I.

I.

THE CALVINIST

THE ARBflNIAN

Maintains that God hath chosen a
certain number of the fallen race
of Adam in Christ before the
foundation of the world unto
eternal glory, according to his
immutable purpose, anrl of his free
grace and love, without the least
foresight of faith, good works, or
any condition performed by the
creature; and that the rest of
mankind he was pleased to pass
by, and ordain to dishonour and
wrath, for their sins, to the praise
of his vindictive justice.

Held that God, from all eternit)·,
determined to bestow salvation n
those whom He foresaw , uld
persevere unto the end in th ir
faith in Christ Jesus, and to il1fli t
everlasting punishment on h
who should continue in th ir unbelief, and resist unto th nd, hi
divine suCCOurB.

T. W.
(To be continued).
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SOME TESTIMONfES EVINCIr G THE DEATH OF CHRIST
TO BE A PUNISHMENT.

Two expressions I choose, in particular, to consider. The first relates
to Him who did inflict tile punishment. The other to Him that was
punished. The first in Isaiah liii. 8-" The Lord hath laid on Him the
iniquities of us all." The person punishing is Jehovah. The person
punislled, called Him, that is, He who is spoken of throughout the
whole prophecy-the Messiah, Jesus Christ.
For the opening of the words, that the efficacy of them to our purpose
in hand may appear, two of them are especially to be considered : -

I.

n.

What is meant by that which is rendered" laid on Him."
What is meant by "iniquity."

The first, by our translation, is rendered in the marg-ent, "made to
meet ;,. He made to meet on Him the iniquities of us all." The vulgar
Latin, posuit Domimt8 in eo. Tile Lord put upon Him, according to
our translation in the text, Montanus, dominus fecit occurrere in eum.
God hath caused to meet ou Him, according to our translation in the
margent. Junius, to the same purpose, Jehovah fecit ut incurrat; _the
Lord made tllem meet, and fall on Him. The Septuagint renders it,
The Lord delivered Him to our sins, that is, to be punished for them.
By others, the word is rendered, impegit, traduxit, conjecit, all to the
same purpose, importing an act of God in conveying our sins to Christ.
The Hebrew word, here used in its first general signification of it, is to
meet as the bounds of a field, or country, or house, meet with one
another (.Joshua xix. 34). So all along in that chapter, where the
bounds of one country are said to reach to another, that is, to meet with
tllem, it is the word here used. So iu voluntary agents it is o6vium ire,
or to meet, and that is either for good 01' evil; for good it is spoken of
of God. Is. Ixiv. 5-" Thou meetest him," &c. And so for evil.
Amos v. 19-" As if a man fled from a lion, and a bear met him " that is, to tear him in pieces. Hence, bec~use men that met others
went to them, to desire some help of them, the word also signifies, to
ask, to pray, to entreat 01' intercede, so the word is used (Is. lix. 16).
There was no entreater, none to meet, to come and ask. And in this
very chapter (verse 12)-" He made intercession for the transgressors."
Tile word is the same with that here used, to meet the Lord, and intercede for trausgressions; to stay his hand against them is its sense.
1. To meet, or to make to meet properly, which is the first and
most clear sense of the word. It is often used for to meet animo hostili
-to meet, to fall upon for hurt. I Sam. xxii. 17, the servants of the
King would not put forth the hand, in the Hebrew, to meet-that is, as
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we have translated it, to fall upon the priests and kill them. So 2nd
of Samuel, i. 15, David bid his youug man arise (the sallle lIehrcw
word again used) fall upon the Amalekite, that is, to kill him. Salllsoll
made the men of Judah swear thdt they would not (I-I'ebrew) meet with
him. or fall on him themselves.
Nextly, it may be enquired in what sense the word is here used,
whether in the first spoken of, to ask, entreat, intercede; or in the latter, to meet, or to meet with.
First, then, that the words cannot be interpreted, to pray, or intercede, is evident from the contexture, wherein it is said (in this sense)
He prayed Him for the iniquity of us all-that is, the Lord praycd'
Christ for the iniquities of us all. And Soeinus himself grauts thi.,
seuse of the word not to be proper, nor consistent.
It is, then, to meet. Now, the word here used being in
Secondly.
Hiptril, which makes a double action of that expressed by adding the
cause, by whose power, virtue, and impress, the thing is doue; thence
it is here rendered occurrere fecit. He made to meet; and so the
sense of it is, God made our sins, as it were, to sit upon, or to fall
upon, Jesns Christ, which is the most common use of the word.
It is objected, that the word signifies tu meet, yet no more bnt this
may be the meanin~ of them. God in Christ met with all our iniquities
-that is, for their pardoning, and removal, and taking away.
Of the many things that may be given for the evasion of this gloss,
I shall name only two, whereof the first is to the word, the latter to the
matter. For the word, the congregation, according to the common rule,
enforces the sense formerly mentioned, he made to meet, and not he
met.
H. The prophet in these words renders a reason of the contemptible,
sad condition of the Messiah, at which so many were scandalized, and
whereupon so few believed thc report of the Gospel coneerulng Him;
and this is, "God laid on Him onr iniquities." Now, there is no reason
why He should be represented in so deplorable a state and coudition, if
God only met with, and prevented onr sin, ill and by Him, which lIe
did (as they say) in his resurrection, wherein He was exceediugly
glorious; so that the meaning of the word is, that God made our sins
to meet on Him, by laying them on Him; and this sense Socinus him.
self consents unto (Prrelec. cap. xxi. pp. 133). But this also will appcar
further in the explication of the next word; and that is, " our iniquities."
" He hath laid on Him the iniquities of us alL"
How the iniquity of
us-that is, the punishment of our iniquities I shall olTer these things,
to make good this interpretation.
I. That the word is often found in that sense; so t hat it is no ucw
or uncouth thing, and that it should be so. Gen. iv. 13--" Mine
iniquity" is greater than I can bear; it is the same Hebrew word hcre
used; they are words of Cain, upon the denunciation of God's judgmcnt
on him; and what iniquity it is he giveth you an acconnt in the
next wOl'ds-" Behold, thou hast cast me out" (v. 14). That was only
the punishment laid on him. It is used in like manner several timc' ;
Leviticus, xx. 17, 18; alld I Sam. xvii. 10. Sanl swure to the wit ch
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that no iniquity should befal her-that is, no punishment for that which
she did at his command, in raising up a spirit to consult withal, contrary
to the law. And in sundry other places; so that this is no new signification of the word, and is here most proper.
11. [t appears, from the explication that is given of this thing in
many other expressions iu the chapter, "God laid on him the iniquities
of us all:' How' In that it pleased Him "to bruise Him," afld " put
Him to grief:' In that" He was wounded for our transgression, and
He was bruised for iniquities" (v. 5); as will be made more evident
when I come to the next phrase-" He 'bare our iniquities," which
answers to this-le He laid them on Him,"
Ill. Because He did so lay our sin on Christ, that "He made his
" 80ul an offering for sin." When our iniquities were ou Him, his soul
-that is, He, by a usual synecdoche (the socl for the person), was
made an offering for sin. The word here llsed is like piaculum in
Latin, wh,ich signifies the fault, and Him who is punished for it in a
way of a public sacrifice. So is this word taken both for a sin. a trespass, and a sacrifice for the expiation of it. As another word is used
also (Lev. iv. 3), "He shall offer it for a sin-that is; an offering for
sin." So also, Exodus xxix. 14; Lel'. iv. 29. And this very word
is SO used (Lev. vii. 2), "They shall kill '-that is, the sin, or sinoffering, or trespass-offering," as it is there rendered; and other
instances might be given. Now, God did so cause our iniquities to
meet on Christ, that He then, under them, made himself an "offering
for sin." Now, in the offering for sin, the penalty of the offence was,
suo more, laid on the beast that was sacrificed, or made an offering.
Paul interpreteth these words by other expressions (2 Cor. v. 21-He
made him to be "sin for us "-that is, "an offering for sin." He made
Him "sin " when He made Him a "curse," the curse of the law
(Gal. iii. 13)-that is, gave Him up to the punishment by the law due
to sin. Rom. viii. 3-" God sending his own Son in the likeness of
sinful flesh, and for sin;" a sacrifice for sin; "condemned sin in the
flesh:' Also, Heb. x. 6-12. It appears, then, f"om all that hath
been said, that onr iniquities that were laid on Christ were the punishment due to our iniquity. Further, to clear this, I shall a little consider
what act of God this was, whereby He laid our iniquities on Christ.
And these two things are considerable therein.

,

I. How it was typically prefigured.
H. How it was done, or ill what act of God the doing of it doth
con~ist.

1. This was eminent) y represented in the great anniversary sacrifice,
especiall y in that part which concerns the goat, on which the lot fell to
be sent away. That that goat was a sacrifice, is evident from the 5th
verse of the 16th chapter of Leviticus, where both the "kids" of the
goats (afterwards said to be two goats) aTe said to be "a sin offering."
How this was dealt withal, see verse 21. Aaron shall lay both his
hands upon the head of the live goat, and confess over him aJ] the
iniquities of the children of Israel, and aJ] their trangressions in all
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their sins, and put them upon the head of the goat. KolV, in \ hat
sense could the sins of the people be put upon the head of the goat?
I. This was merely a representation, as it were, a show or pllgt·lInt.
to set forth the taking away of iniquity; but sins were real I y, 11 10
that typical institution, laid on the head of the /toat. W hen He bCClllll
a piaculum, and He that touched Him was defiled, so verse 26. Th
man that carried out the goat was unclean until he was legally purified,
and that because the sin of the people was on the head of the goat,
which he so carried away.
11. The proper pravity, malice, and filth of sin, could not be laid on
the goat. Neither the nature of the thing nor the suhject will bear it ;
for neither is sin, which is a privation, an irregularity, an oblilJuity,
such a thing as that it can be translated from one to another, although
it hath an infectious and a contagious quality to diffuse itself-that is,
to beget something of the like nature in others. Kor was the goat a
subject wherein any such pernicious or depraved habit might reside,
which belongs only to intelligent creatures, who have a moral rule 10
walk bv.
Ill. . It must be the punishment of sin that was here intended, whi h
was laid on the goat; and therefore it was sent away into a lancl 1I0t
inhabited, a land of separation, a wilderness, there to perish, as all th
Jewish doctors agree-that is, to undergo the punishment that WIIS
inflicted on him. That in such sacrifices for sin, there was a real
imputation of sin unto punishment shall afterwards be declared.
Unto this transaction doth the prophet allude in this expression, He
"laid on," 01' put on Him, as the High Priest confessed all the illS,
iniquities, and transgressions of the people, and laid them on the head
of the scape-goat, which He bare, undergoing the utmost punishment
He was capable of; and that punishment, which in the general kind and
nature is the punishment due to sin, an evil and violent death. So diet
God lay all the sins, all the punishment due to them, really upon onc
that was able, fit, and appointed to bear it, which He suffered under to
the utmost that the justice of God required on that aecount.
He then took a view of all our sins and iniquities; He knew what
what was past, and what was to come, knowing all our thought nfar
.()ff. Not the least error of our minds, darkness of our understanding,
perverseness of our wills, carnality of our affections, sin of OUI' nature
or lives, escaped Him. All were before Him. This is set out by the
variety of expres~ions used in this matter in the type; all the iniquities,
all the transgressions, and all the sins. And so by every word whereby
we express sin, in this 53rd chapter of Isaiah, going a tray, turning
aside, iniquity, transgressions, sin, and the like. God (I say) made
them all to meet on Christ in the punishment due to them.
The next Number will continue (if God will) this subject, which I
pray may be blessed to your numerous readers, in the exalting of the
Lord Jesus in their affections, and making more than ever precious to
their souls.
I remain, dear Mr. Editor,
Yours in truth and love,
THEOPHILUS.
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"TO HIM THAT OVERCOMETH WILL I GIVE TO EAT OF
THE TREE OF LIFE, WHICH IS IN THE MIDST OF THE
PARADISE OF GOD."

THE earliest effort of spiritual life is struggling. Jacob is a type of
this in the womb of Rebecca; and when the womb of the morning
bursts upon the soul of the child of God, he will struggle with the
light of life; struggle to get into it; struggle to get out of the darkness
of nature that envelopes him. Life is no sooner imparted than effort is
put forth j there is something to overcome, even in its commencement.
It is a scene of contention throughout, of spiritual warfare. He who
commenced life a struggling infant proceeded to wrestle with the Angel
of the Covenant; and though he was foiled by his infant brother, he
prevailed with the Ancient of Days, both his failure and success being
according to the purpose of God. '~Then released from nature's dark~
ness. and really brought into the light of day, the child struggles
against the toys of time; the young man struggles a/lainst nature's
evils; and when farther advanced nfZ:hts manfully the battles of the
Lord. It is a continual warfare as implied in the word overcometh ;
no cessation till we come to the point at which our Lord said, "It is
finished,'> and gave up the ghost. We must all tread in his steps who
conquered when He fell. And oh what a triumph! when we drop this
body of sin and death-this weight of evil, to take up an exceeding
weight of glory, as much as we can bear; and what cannot immortality
sllstain ?
As the vessels of wrath are fitted to destruction, so are the vessels
of mercy prepared for glorification. The vessels of wrath are so indestructible in their nature, as to bear destruction; and the vessels of
mercy are so glorious in immortality, as to bear a weight of glory,
something that would be oppressive from its immensity, but for the
spirituality and immortality of the existence prepared to contain this
weight of glory. These blessings are communicated as gifts;. they
cannot he claimed as a reward of merit. "To him that overcometh
wi 11 , give to {'at of the tree of life. >' It is the promise of a gift to a
certaill des(;ription of charader-those wllo overcome. These, then,
have something to contend against; they are not going with the stream;
they are wal king in a path of danger and difficulty, and have enemies
to oppose tlJem. There is no merit in self.defence; the meanest living
atom in creation will do what it can for its preservation. Man's seek.
ing his own happiness, and taking the right course to pursue it, implies
no more merit, than adopting the food best suited to his nature and
appetite. Howeyer, those who contend against the prince of darkness,
and the powers of hell, mllst have something more than mere human
effort to nerve them for the field of battle; a nd the hardiest veteran
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will find enough of strength and power in the foe to make him sensible
of his own impotence and weakness, and lead him to trust alonc in the
mighty aid of the Captain of his salvation; and if he d~rive8 his strcngth
from another he can claim no reward of debt. With all Ilis prowess
the soldier cannot even earn his own food, though it is so wonderfully
secured to him that he is in no danger of famine, for his supplies can
never be cut off by the enemy; still they are quite out of his reach; he
cannot help himself just as he pleases, but is dcpendent on the will of
his Captain for all he enjoys. Thus a constant communication is kept
up between earth and heaven, and the promise is fulfilled- H To him
that overcometh will I give to eat of the trec of life." Christ's soldiers
are all picked men; chosen not for their height or standing, but according to the purpose of his will of which he gives no account to any man.
They are all pressed into his service. They would much prefer a quiet,
easy life. They would like to sit under the shadow of this tree, and
find the fruit sweet to their taste; and so they do at proper intervals;
but as the)' are in an enemy's country, they are compelled to figllt on
their way to the promised land, and the foe puts every obstruction he
call to prevent their progress. There are 110 hoasting bravadoes in this
army; they all feel that but for the Captain's insfJiring" voicc, his
presence, and promised support, they should provc the veriest cowards.
Their language in every field of battle is, "Hold thou me up, and [
shall be safe," They are well disciplined, and know where to look for
the word of command for ammunition, and for strength to carry on the
war. Not one would go forth against the most insignificant foe, unlcss
the Captain led them on, and they could heal' his voice, saying, " Fcar
not; I will fight for you, and make you more than conquerors." They
arc well providerl for, fed, and clothed; they have all one uniform given
them by their King. Their food is fetched from afar; they arc fed on
foreign produce; nothing that this el\rth can yield is good enough for
them. Their Captain is very particular on this point; and if they ven.
ture to partake of this world's trash they are unfitteu for the army, anu
the hospital, workhouse, or prison, is their certain destination. Should
the improper food they have been tempted to take pruduce disease, they
are sent to the hospital, where the physiciau attends thenl; and his
remedies usually make them as sick of their folly as they are of its
consequences. If they were beguiled by idleness into eatillg forbidden
fruit, they must go the workhouse; and there they find tbere is a night
of sorrow in which no man can work. This subjects thelu to tbe lash,
. an instrument much in use in these houses, where they arc regardless
who can or cannot work. "Do, and live," is the constant cry of tLe
task-masters. ]f there was any thing like secret theft, wbich is sometimes the case with prohibited food, then the prison is tbeir portion.
There they are tied and bOUllU with the chain of tbeir sins, till they
arc as weary of them as they arc of tbeir solitary confinement. Tbis
makes them have recourse to petitioning; and tbeir Captain who, notwithstanding this treatment, delights in them, freely pardons them, and
when they are removed, and their usual station is the fore front of the
battle,
being best acquainted with the wiles of the enemy, and most
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SEEKING CHRIST SORllOWING."

oetermilled in their opposition to him. Their present danger and past
miscarriage makes them keep their eye constantly fixed 011 the Captain
of their salvation, with repeated applications to Him tu put forth his
power, and bruise the head of that foe who has so daringl y bru ised their
Lord's heel; so that they become the most decided champions of the
cross of Christ. Thus their Lord conquers his and their foes, and they
never forget that living souls must be fed with living food; and this is
only to be found in the midst of the paradise of God. It is placed in a
conspicuous spot, that all may see it, and have recourse to it. It bears
twelve manner of fruits, and its leaves are for the healing of the
natiolls.

" SEEKING CHRIST SORROWING:' -SONG

Ill.

3.

WnEN shall I see my Lord again?
My anxious soul inquire;
Afresh to touch the Il'.lrp of praise,
Aud burn with sacred tire!
How vain are all the sounds abroad
If Christ is not the song!
My heart cannot the music join,
But mourning, pass along.
When will his voice again enchant,
With rapture all divine,
And whisper in this mournful heart,
" Dear soul, I still am thine 1"
Ah, Lord! what else below the skies
Have cha.ms like unto thee?
Oue word the languid cau reviveThdt weakling, Lorri, is me.
Wilt thou for ever hide thy face,
While I ill sorrow droop?
Nor ease this poor bewildered mind
With an enlivened hope?
No, Lord, thon canst not, I believe,
For ever bold thy peace;
Then I'll still venture on tby word,
Aud thy all-conquering grace.

Essex.

J. G.
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POPERY IN lRELAND.

A Letter to Rev. Charles James Bloomjield, D.D, Lord Bishop of London,
by Rev. M. Hobart ~eYlnour, Curate of Baltimore, Maho.,

" I on'ce had a Parishioner D---, a Roman Catholic Schoolmaster,
who had been led by the reading of the Scriptures to see the errors of the
Church of Rome. He had frequently attended privately upon me for
spiritual instruction, and had avowed his intention of attending openly at
the parish church. As soon as his intention became known, there was a
notice posted by night on his house, stating, that if he did not forthwith
cease from reading the Scriptures, and immediately return to mass, he
should be visited, and shot; that he should be tn>atcd the same way as
a man named M---. had been been treated a short time before. That
man, who was a Protestant, was shot dead in the cool of the evening, while
sitting with his wife and children round his own fireside.
"I had a parishioner named M - - , a Roman Catholic farmer, who
expressed his intention, with all his family, of withdrawing from the Church
of Rome, and attending in future upon the services of the parish church.
I had frequent conversations with him on the subject; but when his
intention became known, attempts were made to intimidate him. One
morning early, as he opened his door, the first ohject that met his eye was
his grave, already made to the size and sbape of a coffin, at his own threshold. Awful as was this threat, he visited me that very day, and avowed
his resolve to per~evere. The result was, that in a few nights afterward~
his house was broken open by a large gang, who shattered to atoms the
property in his house; beat his wife and children; and, after abusing him,
left him nearly dead, from the horrid usage he received at their hands.
One of the party was apprehended, and tried at the Assizes, before Judge
Vandeleur, and transported. I shall state one instance more.
"I knew a man named 0 - - C---. a Roman Catholic Schoolmaster, who was led by his reading the Scriptures to avow a change in his
religious sentiments. He accordingly felt it his duty to attend, as a Protestant, at his parish church. The very first day he left his home to attend
that church, on the Sabbath.day, in the full blaze of day, on the King's
high-road, leading to the parish church. he was waylaid, and horribly
murdered. Nor was this all; for a crowd assembled shortly afterwards,
and the Romish priest attended; and having taken some Protestant books
from his pockets, he held them up in the presence of the people, and
declared that the murder was ajustjudgment from heaven upon the man
for having such books in his possession! These particulars were proved
on the inquest; and as the horrible affair occurred in a parish of which 1
was the curate, I write from penonal knowledge.
" 7, Saclcville Street, London,
Scp. 30, 1835."
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GLEANINGS FROM MEMOR\.
NO.

n.

THE OLD VETERAN,-There was a dear old man, too, whom I doubt not has
long since joined the general assembly, and church of the first-born, who used
to take such an interest in me_a stripling. He would walk with me_talk to
me-cheer me; bid me look up, and look out; and so testify of the good hand
of his God with and upon him during his lengthened pilgt'image as could not
bnt wal'm and encourage the timid heart of one who had life's dreary passage
before him. How simply-child-like-and sweetly have I heard the old man
at an early Sabbath morning pt'ayer-meeting, pour out his soul before God. It
was prayer by the witness, in which the soul seemed carried out of itself,
away from earth and its cares, into the very bosom of its God.
ANOTHER !-There was another dear saint-old J - - L--, of Stonehouse,
Devon. "Now come, my boys," he would say to my companion and self,
" come, get your hats, and go with me for a walk.-There, d'ye see that field (a
field on the left after crossing the bridge on the way to Devonport). "Yes,"
uncle."-" Well, when I used to have to get up in the night, and go and
look to the docks in the' yard,' (meaning the dock-yard), I was stopped here
by two ~oldiers; they knocked me down-wrenched my stick from my handhurled it into that field-and then kneeling upon my chest, one put the point of
his bayonet to my throat. I was calm as at this moment. My God so strengthened me that I was enabled to reason with them; to urge the claims of a large
family, and the folly of taking my life."
'Swear, then,' said they, 'that you
will not tell upon us ;' and I solemnly engaged that I would not expose them.
, Swear deeper' (adding an awful epitaph, indicative of their baseness), and I
took a yet more solemn oath; and they left me. In a few da~'s after, I heard
of two soldier", bearing their description, being taken up, for robbing a lady;
but though urlle,1 to do so, I remembered my oath, and would not appear against
them, leaving my cause to Him unto whom vengeance belongeth. They were
found guilty, and seut to the condemned regiment for life." But how pleasing
to contemplate the old man now at his threescore years and ten. "Come, my
boys, let's have a hymn;" and theu we would walk with him into his little
summer-house once 0" twice a day, and he would give out the hymu" There is a land of pure delight
Where saints immortal reign;
Infinite day excludes the night,
And pleasures banish pain," &c.
Then he would pitch the tune, and sing most heartily; or sometimes it would
be
" On Jordan's stormy banks I stand,
And cast a wishful eye
To Canaan's fair and happy land,
Where my possessions lie," &c.
It was heart-cheering to watch the countenance of the dear old man, as the tear
trickled down his fnrrowed cheek. "I shall have my fifteen yeal's yet," he
would say; "when 1 was ill some years ago the Lord told me He would add to
my life yet fifteen years, and I have seven more to come," And lie had them.-
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" I went one day," said he," into the country, at the death of a friend; the next
day was the Sabbath, and there being no minister present, the friends asked me
to preach to them: 'I'll read a chapter, but cannot preach to you,' I said. SO
WP went to the church-it was a very large place, and, takin~ the Bible, f ""ad
to them. Light broke in upon the word, and I spoke out. They asked mp 10
come again in the evening, and when I went up into the pulpit the church WIl"
crowded. My heart sunk within mp, but my God stood by me, and I talk<-d t"
them as before. From that circumstance (continued the dear old man) I thou!(ht
the Lord might have intended me for the ministry, but you see He never did."
Yet he was a minister in a certain sense. His congregations were small, but
very attentive; for there was that gentleness yet earnestness about him which
commanded respect and attention wherever he weut. His appearance was
venerable, and in his mOl'Oing rambles round the Hoe, and the heights of
Plymouth, he was sure to fall in with some that would gladly listen to his sage
connsel. He was full of anecdote, which he always interspersed with profitable remark. Oh, it was good to hear him. His heart seemed overflowing.
" Now, my boys, let's have a hymu," as we sat by the wayside under the clilTs,
surveying the vast ocean rolling in at our feet; aud he would give out the
hymn" From thee, my God, my joys shall rise,
And run eternal rounds,
Beyond the limits of the sk ies,
And all-created bounds," &c.
ALFRED.

SUPPLICATIO
0, MY indulgent Lord,
I come a boon to crave;
Encouraged by thy word,
I ask, and hope to have;
I come to seek reviving grace,
To cheer me in the wilderness.
With weary steps, and slow,
This lower world I tread;
I find DO joy below'Tis harren all, and dead.
To see thy face, to hear thy voice,
Alone can make my heart rejoice.
Speak, Lord, ':>y power divine,
Some promise to my heart;
By faith it shall be mine,
And life and joy impart.
Great is the portion that I claim,
An interest in the bleeding Lamb.
The land of promise fair
Lies open to my view;
Faith sees a mansion there,
And crowns of glory too.
And pressing onward to the prize,
Does earth with all her toys despise.
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" NATURAL HISTORY OF ANTINOMIANISM-THEOLOGY OF
ROMAINE,"
IN the It Christian Witness," September, 1844, is an article headed as
above; and the "Witness" being a new Magazine, recommended by
many of the most celebrated ministers of the Congregational Union of
England and Wales; patronized by 30,000 subscribers, and pushed
into circulation from the pulpit, and in the parlour, it is truly grievous
to find such perversions of the Gospel, and of godly men's faith, as in
this article abound. We might reasonably have expected in a
" Natural History of Antinomianism .. to find set forth the acknowledged
creed of Antinomians; but in place of this, we have a string of hard
Dames (always a sign of bad argument)-viz., "thick-skinned monster
of the ooze and mire-" epidemic malady "-vulgarity of conceptiolJ "
_'C paucity of ideas'''-'' hostility to taste," &c. &c.
'
Now, if by Antinomianism, the writer of this article (or rather the
collector-for nearly all the ideas are confessedly Robert Hall's),
means a system which controverts the statement of our Lord, "By
their fruits ye shall know them," we would at once ~ay (if duty called
upon us to pronounce a judgment), the man, or the woman, holdingsuch tenets was in gross error; and we verily believe few, if any such,
are to be found. But we had only to peruse a trifle more than half a
page of this article, ere we find the word" Antinomianism ,. transformed
to "Calvinistic system;" and throughout the whole of the remainder,
"Antinomianism," and the" Calvinistic system," are unhesitatingly
amalgamated.
It would be beyond the limit of a review to notice all the statements
which are made, with the evident object of setting forth the creed and
the practice of Calvinists, alias Antinomians. Let us examine a few.
Page 383, we read :-" The paucity of practical instruction, the practice of dwelling almost exclusively on doctrinal and experimental
topics, with a sparing inculcation of the precepts of Christ, dnd the
duties of morality, have been the means by which holy and exemplary
men have paved the way to Autinomianism.'· Thus much we have
against "doctrinal and experimental topics." Further on we read : "When they have found it necessary to advert to points of morality,
and to urge them on Scriptural motives, the difference between these
and their usual strain !)f instruction has produced a sort of mental
reyulsion." There can be no doubt that ministers who hold "the
doctrines of grace," and who believe that the promises of God are «unconditional" (see page 385) i. e , made to tlJe people of God, irrespec_
tive of anything they have to do, and before they wei'e bol'D, laid up for
them in Christ Jesus, are here referred to; and such, it seems, whether
they preach experimentally or practically, are to be condemned, and
their views of divine truth, their experience, and thei~ doctrines, misrepresented. Again we read, page 382 :..:.." Persons of little reflection
have been tempted to conclude that the zealous inculcation of the doctl"ines of grace comprehend nearly the whole system of revealed religion,
&c'J and that no danger whatever can result from giving them the
3 I
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greatest possible prominence:'
This is described as a It partial
exhibition of truth, forming an easy transition to the adoption of positive
error ;" and immediately after we have what most evidently the ~uthor
considers the doctrines which ought to be held and proclaimed. He
says, "The authority of the laws of Christ-his proper r1omin'on ol'er
his people, and the absolute necessity of evangelical obedience, in order
to eternal life, form no part of Calvinism. In the systematic 1lI0de of
instruction they are omitted, or so slightly and sparingly adverted to,
that they are gradually lost sight of; they are repelled with disgust
and suspicion, not because they are perceived to be at variance wit h
the dictates of inspiration, but simply because they deviate from the
trains of thought which the hearer is accustomed to pursue with complacency." With regard to the doctrines here laid down, we fully
subscribe to two of them j but .. the absolute necessity of evangelical
obedience, in order to eternal life," we affirm to be a statemeut in
direct contradiction to the apostolic and glorious truth,· "By grace
ye are saved, through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of
God:' And it is because we all of our .. complexion " believe such
statements as this to be at variance with the whole tenor of God's word
that they are "repelled with dis~ust and suspicion," and more. When
folk will take upon themselves to describe another man's creed, it is
not wonderful if they go beside the truth. Thus we see an abundance
of charges trumpetted forth against Calvinists (we use the word merely
as a distinctive term), a well here as in most other Arminian writings,
of which they know nothing. It is an ignorant and calumnious charge
to say that the doctrines of grace lead to " licentiousness ., (page 386) j
the Apostle says, "The grace of God, which teacheth us that denying
ungodliness, and worldly lusts, we should li"e soberly. righteously, and
godly," &c. And wherever the grace of God comes, there sin is hated;
so that while the old man within strives with the new man, implanted
ill the same heart, the believer cries, with St. Paul, "Oh! wretched
man that I am, who shall deliver me ?" &c. And he constantly finds,
that though, through the promptings of the Holy Ghost, his ,;'ill and
prayer lead him to good, ., evil is present with him." Aud with this
experience. holV can he do otherwise than "repel with disllust.anrl
suspicion," the self-gratulatory dogmas, so prevaleut iu the preachin~
and writings of the present day, and which are so industriously propagated in this "Witness 1" 'rhn in pages 383 and 384 we find, "A
considerahle portion of the Societies fouuded by the late Countess of
Huntingdon, and G. ~rhitfield, together with the Moravians, and the
el'angelical portion of the Church of England, had 1I0t been a whit
liehind other classes in beguiling. through good works and fair speeches,
the unlearned and unstable." To this we reply, " Thou shalt not bear
false • \l<itness' against thy neighbour."
Numbers of these sections of
Christ's church have been eminent for piety and devotedness to God,
and been the means of untold usefulness in their day and generation;
of many, it can be truly said, .. Though dead, they yet speak," and
• Yet, blessed be God, the fruits and effects of this" eternal life," are sure to
appear when the Lord's family are horn again of the Spirit.-ED.
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their praise is in all the churches," Doubtless, could they speak in
reply to these charges of "W. N.," they would count it joy to suffer
for the truth's sake.
It is an awful thing to stand up in the lists against God's people, to
malign their principles, and misrepresent their doctrine; yet here
"Sunday-school teachers, lay preachers, and junior brethreu in the
ministry," are unscrupulously warned against treading in the footsteps
of those who, though confessedly the eminent saints of God, have given
offence, by setting at nought humall merit, alld denying the necessity or
possibility of depraved mall performing" obedience, in order to eternal
life," In page 385, it i~ asked, " If there be no conditions of salvatiou,
how is it possible to confute the pretensions 01' confidence of the
licentious professor! .. We reply, it is beyoud the power of man to
confute the pretentions and confidence of any false professor; and we
would ask" W. N.," by what argument or power would he confute the
confidence and pretension of the pharisee, who thanks God he is not as
other men? Nothing but t.he grace of God revealed in the heart cau do
this, making him, first a sensible sinner, and then leading him to Jesus
Christ, as his complete Saviour. There are several other parts of the
article we had intended to notice, but space forbids.
M~y the great Head of the church pour out, in these God.dishonouring times, the rich influences of his Spirit, making his people, and
especially his ministers, \'aliant for the truth; enabling them to lift. up
ou the pole of the Gospel a whole Sadour, on whom, whosoever looks
with a liviug and imparted faith, shall be eternally saved.

W. H. Y. •

Hanley, Staffordshire.
CHARITY•

.. And above all things, havE' fervent charity among yourselves; for charity will
cover a multitude of sins:"-l PET. IV. 19.

TRIm.: is nothing in the feature of the times we live in more calculated
to distress the minds of God's people, and more particularly the weak.
lin~8 of the flock, than the evident disregard for apostolic exhortations,
particularly the one at the head of this paper-hyper.criticism respect.
ing words and terms long used, with propriety, and with a blessing, by
saints of God gone home to I!lory, as well as by living servants of the
Lord Jesus, prevails, where the spirit of charity would cover a greater
fanlt.
The path of every Christian is a path of trial; his own corruptions
wage coustant warfare against his inward peace and his outward walk;
the deceitfuluess of men, ofttimes of the professors of ~odliness, creates
a fertile field for nil belief to riot in; and when, through Goo's grace,
he is ellalded 10 rise above these, a brother in Christ comes often with
a dnglllotical spirit, to add new distress. I hold it an unspeakable
mercy, when a heliel'er can say, "None of these thin1!s move me."
I love experiJlH:~lIlal Chri,ti.,nity. I do not love the plague of my
own heart, ~he filth, mire, aud pollution of that" sink" or "cess-pool"

CORRESPONDENCE.

of all that is bad; yet I love to contemplate the action or acting of
divine grace in me, subduing that which is carnal, and as natural to me
as the very air I breathe; and having the love of God shed ahroad in
my heart, by the Holy Ghost, to "rejoice in hope:" a "good hope
through grace ;" to abound in hope, through experience of the faithfulDess of that God, who makes all things straight to them who see light
in his light. I have my peculiar line of temptation and trial, partly
internal, partly external; and I know it is right; and I bless God that
I have this knowledge, and can say, ., Even so, Father, for so it seemeth
'
good in thy sight."
But you are perhaps saying, What has all this to do with charity?
Much; for charity is love. The same word in the Greek Testament,
" n'Yo1l"'1," is translated" love." through St. John's Epistles; and what
is love for the brethren? A sympathizing with them; a capability of
entering into their feelings; a bearing with thcir infirmities, and a
readiness to help them ill any possible way. And where i this learned
or acquired (under God) hy those spiritual exercises, called "the trial
of your faith ?" (I Pet. i. 7). Which trial brin~s liS to lean more upon
the Lord Jesus; and by our frequent commnnion with Him do we imbibe more and more of his Spirit, his mind, his manner, his demeanour.
And this is the best evidence to others of the reality and sincerity of
our Christianity. I believe the Holy Ghost hath proposed to us, in the
word of God, the Lord Jesus in every possible position, in order that
we ma~' find in Him a something suitable to our wants; and it is as we
are made to feel the wants, driven off of everything else, that we can
say~ " Jesus is all."
.
Then, beloved brethren, if you know )"our own hearts; if you knolV
what love for the brethren is, seek that you may manifest it; seek to
drink into the Spirit of Jesus, that you may exhibit Jesu's love to those
with whom you have to do. I do not mean in word, but in deed and
in truth; and may God grant that we may each be enabled to show
forth his praise in lip and in life. Believe me,
Yours, to serve in our Lord Jesus Christ,
ALFRED HEWLETT.

CORRESPONDENCE.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR SIR,
With some hesitation, I venture again to intrude upon you, to thank
you for the remarks you were led to make in reference'to my last letter;
and I thank God that they have been so blessed as to enable me to see the
suhject in a clearer, and I doubt not, a more Scriptural light. And wherein
I have not yet attained to the mind of the Spirit, I desire to say, "That
which I See 1I0t, teach thou me ;" "and who teachelh like Hut?" He has
heard me, ancl will hear me yet agaill; for, my friellcl, it is 110 new thing
for me, in my o\\n poor feeble \lay, "to make mention of this Divine
Illuminator," if not in all, at least in many of my "approaches to the
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throne." While in the greatest darkness as to the covenant engagements
of the Holy Ghost, I am thankful that I was always preserved from undervaluing his work in the souls of the Lord's dear people. This I say because
you seem rather to have misunderstood me. God forbid that I should ever
speak or think aught derogatory to that glorious and gracious Comforter,
whom J have long regarded as "the Lord and giver of life."
J am still
ignorant whether the Scriptures, which testify of the Holy Ghost's part in
the covenant, arc as strong and numerous as those in reference to the Lord
Jesus being onc of the Party Contractors. But since I last wrote, Jeremiah
xxxi. 31-;34, compared with Hebrews x. l.'j-17, has very convincingly
shown me the covenant engagements of the Spirit. And here I must
remark, that good old John BUllyan, though one of God's sent servants, and
a man mighty in the Scriptures, does not appear to have expressed himself
quite clearly, in his" Doctrine of the Law and Grace Unfolded."
With regard to my entering into the vineyard, I feel how good and
weighty your caution is. I know not whether you will enter into my fedings, but with many doubts and fears, severe painful misgivings, I have a
yet stronger feeling, that in abandoning, or indefinitely postponing my
entrance into the ministry, I should be giving way to the suggestions of
Satan and my own unbelief. Yet I am glad that I cannot be ordained till
next summer; for I pray God that I may be kept from the great wickedness
of putting forth, like Uzzah, an unhallowed hand, or taking a presumptuous
step. In a way of providence, my path hitherto has been, and appears
likely yet to be, very clear; but, when I confess that I sometimes doubt
whether I am anything hetter than a hypocrite making a fair show in the
flesh, you will rt'adily understand in how great a strait I sometimes am,
whether I ought to enter into the ministry or not. My perplexity, perbaps,
in part arises from my having first looked forward to the Church, when yet
in " the congregation of the dead." I feel that the only safe way is for me
to spread the matter before the Lord, leaving the whole disposal thereof
in his hands, and beseeching Him to make my way plain before my face,
.. If thy presence go not with me, carry me not up henc!'." As for me.
though I have a great desire, I am content to be nothing, and to do nothing,
except as the Lord pleases; but this I know, that if I do live to become a
minister of the Gospel, my Lord and Master must work in me; for I have
learnt in a way, J think, never to be forgotten, that I am not sufficient of
myself to think an.v thing as of myself. But if my Lord has all the labour,
He shall have all the praise; and He loves to have it so. His people,
whether sheep or shepherds, nothing, and himself eve1'Y thing,' yet, blessed
be God, if the Lord's people, afflicterl and poor, are nothing, and less than
nothing, in themselves, they have something, and aTe something, in their
Beloved. The Bride must needs share the Bridegroom's wealth, or participate in the honours of the Bridegroom's station.
Before concluding, let me say, that 1 read with Christian sympathy the
short letter, in your last Number, signed " A Female Wrestler." Her
experience is something- like mine j but my case often is far worse than I
imagine her's to be. Your remarks, addressed to her, were sweet and
profitable to me, and I trust they were to her. It is very hard to bear lip,
waiting the Lord's leisure in the Lord's absence, without any fertilizing
dews, refreshing- showers, or cheerful sunshine; but the Lord will appear
to comfort his people in his own good time; an(1 his time is always the
best time. Even, too, when most apparently deserted, their Redeemer is
very nigh to them, and very watchful over them; He knoweth the way
that they take.
And now, the Lord bless thee very abundantly, that, "being enriched
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in every thing to a1l bountifulness," and bringing out of your treasure.
things new and old, you may, through the pages of the GOSPEL
.\OAZINE,
feed your readers with knowledge and understanding; so prays
Your friend and brother, in the b~st of bonds,
DE, M.

I append a short extract from a tract. which has lately come into my
hands, and which, as it threw a ray of light on the subject I origiually
wrote about, you may, perhaps, think worthy of insertion.
" The same decree, therefore, which arises from the Father, arises also
from the Son, and from the Holy Ghost, in,ytantaneously and indivisibly.
Hence it is, that the SON says, concerning his own office as Mediator, • I
speak, I do nothing of myself;' and concerning the SPIRIT, ' He will not
speak of himself;' not that there is any deficiency of power or knowledge
in these Two Persons, but that they reveal and act in perfect unity with
the Father, respecting all the attributes and counsels of the Godhead, in
the salvation of the elect. The Three Persons have, consequently, one
essence, one power, one mind. The will of the Father is the will of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Their will is oue, because their nature is one.
The manifestations and opcrations of that will, respecting the redemption
of man, are three, because their Persons are three. The covenant ofgrace,
termed an everlasting covenant, on account of the eternal nature of Jehovah,
and his eternal purposes of grace, was a decree of the one will, idea, love,
mercy, righteousness, and truth of the unity, to be manifested in the three
forms of election, redemption, and regeneration, by the respective Persons
in the Trinity."
The tract from which the above is taken is a penny one, published by
E. Palmer, and entitled, " The Unchangeableness and Energy of the Divine
Will, in the Election, Redemption, and Glorification of the Church."
(The Lord keep thee in a waiting posture, aud stiIlusing the language, "If
thy presence go not with me, carry me not up hence," and thou shalt see his
hand, and feel his sweet inward constraining power. Much that the Lord does
for his people, in the mysterious leadings of his Providence, is done when they
are as it were blind·folded ; when they are almost insensible to his movements;
yet in the sequel his hand shall appear to have wisely and skilfully regulated
all. His Ministers must be led by a chequered route, in order to understand
its windings, thereafter to discover who and where they are that shall be under
their ministrations. Darkness, and hesitation, and doubt, mak_e notalrainst them;
nor, whilst we have so many proofs to the contrary, dare we deny, that the
hand of thp. Lord was not engaged in those movements of the mind, which led a
man into a course where the Lord afterwards more conspicuously met with him.
This is a delicatE point, we are aware; but we believe that Jacoh I',new nothing
savingly of God till on his way to Laban's house; nor Moses till God met with
him at the burning bush; nor Zaccheus prior to his climbing the sycamore tre~ ;
nor the Samaritan woman before meeting Jesus althe well. Yel dare any deny,
that the Spirilof the Lord was nol the secret Leader in all thesp. their mo"ements.
Nor do difficulties nor oh~tacles, howevel' they may appear to rUII counter to
those ~ecret opp.rations of the mind which seem to impel a IlIan fOl'ward as it
wer~ aguinst himself, pro"e that he is follow ing a wroug coul'se whilst he i~
waiting Ihe Lord's lI:ood pleasllreto open his mind COllCel'lliul1o' him, It has heell
well "en,alked that afler God had met with Joseph in ,uch a sovel'e,gll, aud
apparently strange way, He puts him int" a pit-seuds him down iuto .EllYl't-
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fihuls him up in prison-all apparently to Joseph's carnal reason, sayinp; he had
been misled-had been carried away by a mere enthusiasm. "'TwlU only 4
dl'eam." And, after David had been anointed king, in what circumstances was
he found? In such as to make it appear to reason's eye the very height of
absurdity to calculate upon its accomplishment. Why all this, but to show
forth the good-will and power of Him who is "excellent in wurking." The
really called and sent-forth Minister of the Spirit must have to do with strange
thin~s,-adverse, perverse, perplexing circumstances, wherein the wisdom and
strength of the creature must totaUy fail, in order that J ehovah's wisdom,
power, and love, may the more conspicuously shine; and tbat his servant may
go forth to the people from time to time, with that andent glorious language,
" I AM flATU SENT ME UNTO THEE." Settled, rooted, grounded bere, a man will
speak out boldly-fearlessly-fuUy, knowing who his Ma~ter is, and what the
nature of his errand.
Therefore, dear" De. M.," be upon the watch. Let the Bible be more thy
study than men's writinj!:s. Men-the best-taught men-are but fickle; their
eyes are but partially enlightened; so tbat in all their ministrations and writings,
amidst mnch that is exceUent, there is a great deal that is the mere product of
the natural mind, which ever did and ever wiU run counter to that teaching
" which is from above."-ED.J

THE COVENAKT OF GRACE.
To De.
BELOVED

~1.

IN THE LORD JESUS,

I am induced to reply to your letter to the beloved Editor of the
inserted in this month's Number, for three reasons.
First. because I conceive that our friend has not understood your
question, and has 8upposed you to falter at the work or personality of the
Eternal Spirit, which I do not at all gather from your letter. Secondly,
because I am alluded to in yours; and thirdly, that I may cheer you forward in joining the ranks of those who .. blolV the trumpet in Zion," and
cast up the high way for the people of our God.
1. I suppose, then, if I am wrong, you will kindly say so, that you
'believe in the distinct personality of the Holy Ghost, and that He does
dispense the blessings ot the covenant of grace to the souls of the elect, by
calling, quickening, and converting them; bringing them from" darkness
to light;" yea, from .. death unto life;" revealing Christ to their souls;
and bringing them to Christ as their only Saviour, and to God as their
heavenly Father, by comforting, strengthening, and refreshing the souls of
God's people, through his indwelling, and by his gracious energies and
operations.
II. That you believe there is a covenant of grace or redemption, it
being of grace to us, but of works to our covenant Head, by which the
church is entirely and eternally secured. that this covenant is " everlasting,"
"ordered in all things," and .. sure," and that this is a source of unspeakable joy to the soul of the believer.
Ill. That the very term "covenant" shows that there must be more
than one partl contracting, bargaining, and covenanting i and that many
GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
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of God's people and ministers have spoken of the Eternal Three as cove~
nanting, "inter se," between themselves, for the salvation of the church;
and thus the Holy Ghost is represented as covenanting to perform ccrtaiu
acts alluded to above; tbat this idea does not seem to you to be flllly horne
out by the Scriptures, and that you want some further Scripturlll illformation on this subject,
.
IV. Supposing the above premises to be correct, I would observe, that
the matter is made clear to my mind, by considering what is said by St.
Paul in Romans v. 12, to tbe end, where the Apostle points out the
relationship hetween the first Adam and all mallkind, and the second Adam
and all his seed, in which also he states the destruction brought by Adam
on his posterity, and the blessedness by Christ to all in Him. Now, it is
well known that the covenant with Adam, the" covenant of works," " obey
and live," was Jehovah, Father, Son, and Spirit, on thp one hand, and the
human race in Adam, or Adam as the representative of the human race, on
the other part. So therefore 1 conceive that in the covenant of grace,
Jehovah in his Trinity of Persons is one party, and the Lord Jesus Christ,
as God and man, the Head of tbe church, the other.
V. Here it will be necessary to consider briefly the terms or conditions
on each part. Jehoyah requires perfect obediellce to the precept of his
law, and full satisfaction to his offended justice on the part of the church,
and Jesus, as her Head, undertakes to yield both; and on this ground,
namely, his obedience, Jehovah promises eternal life before the world
began (Titus i. 2). Now, unto eternal life the work of the blessed Spirit
is necessary; therefore He, the Eternal Spirit, comes forth as sent by the
Father, in the name of Christ (John, xiv. 26); sent by Christ (John, xv.
26) ; caJled the spirit of Christ (Rom. viii. 9) ; and given to Christ without
measure (John iii. 34). Thus all his gracious acts are eovenant acts, hut
are covenant blessings in consequence of all conditions being fulfiJled by our
glorious covenant Head. Thus He never testifies of himself, but of Christ,
yet we " rejoice in his holy comfort."
VI. I may have failed in making this clear to your mind, for it is not
easy to find words and sentences to express fully one's feelings
on s)Jch important subjects; bllt I pray God that He may make the
experimental knowledge of a precious Jesus in all his gracious engagements,
acts, characters, and relationships, more precious to your soul than thousands of gold and silver, that you may delight in the Lord your God, and
rest firmly upon the solid Rock of the everlasting covenant.
VII. With regard to the work of the ministry, first be sure that you
are called by divine grace, which 1 have no cause to doubt, if I have 1I0t
misunde'rstood your last. Then, your" caJl" to the ministry; be thoroughly'
persuaded tbat you are moved by a zeal for the honour alld glory of God,
and the welfare and comfort of his chosen; then wait, and watch, his
opening the door. We want more faithful lalJOurers; and 1 am flllly persuaded that in spite of all the trash and Popery rampant in the present day,
nowhere can you have greater liberty of speech than in the Established
Church. It is true, tbat the eccentricities and indiscretions of some
ministers, and tbe harshness of some bishops, have separated from us some
whom we had done well to retain; yet, speaking generally, here is a great
door open, and though there be'adversaries, no man can shut it.
Finally, my' brother, be ,. fully persuaded " in your own mind, and God
will bless you, wherever you are.
Bl'Jieve me, yours in the Lord Jesus,
Astiey, Sep. 6, 1844.
ALFRED HEWLETT.
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To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
D EAR

BROTHER,

The t'nclosed I think ought to be circulated, proving as it does, the
awful antipathy felt to the truth by the Papal Church. And what a sad
fact it is. that the Papists are making rapid prog're~s in this so-called
Protestant country. They have purchased the old Wesle)'an chapel in th is
town for a school, and are industriously issuing circulars, inviting persons
of all drnomiuations to send their children to be educated gratis. And is it
not astollishinlo(. that notwithstanding the sole cause of the distress, and
lamentable state of Ireland, may he attributed to Popery. yet you scarcely
find an individual in the Houses of Parliament say one word to this
effect? Oh no, for in our day it is thought so vt'ry uncharitable to say a
word against the Papists; and Lord John Russell, a few evenings since,
in the House, referring' to the Papists in Ireland, spoke of the archbishops,
bishops, and priests, as being' very worthy men. And 1 saw at the last
meeting of the Reformation Society iu this town, the Rev. G-- A--.,
Baptist minister of this town, go up to the Popish priest, and shake him
warmly by the hand; and yet this Mr. A--. is VHy popular in this
town, and is allowed into all the dissenting pulpits. Is it not a sad state
of things? But l must not enlarge; a volume may be written ahout the
awful state of things iu the religious world. It is a great mercy to be kept
from falling into Ihe popular errors of the present day. While 1 have been
writing, the bell has beeu ringing for service; t'very saint's day is kept.
The minister is a Puseyite, and has a crowded congregation to hear him;
in fact, we seem to be worse off for the truth than ever. When will a
better state of things arise? 1 think not until a sifting time.

ram,
Yours in the love of the truth,

P. E.

Porlsmolllll.

THE llIBLE

A~D

THE POPE.

(From the Magnet).

" 'VE have to call attention to the following extract from an officialle.tter
acldressl'd by the Pope to the Romisb Clergy, chiefly against the English
Bible Societies, who have given offence to his Holiness by circulatinfl' the
Holy Scriptures, translated inlo the vulgar tongue, that is to say, the language that is common to the whole people:, VJolNERABI,E BROTHERS,

, Health and greeting Apostolical. Amongst the many attempts which
the enemies of Catholici~m are daily making in our age to seduce the_truly
faithful, and deprive them of the holy instructions of the faith, the efforts of
those Bible Societies are conspicuous, which, originally established in England, IInd propagated throughout the univ/-'rse, labour everywhere to
dis~eminate the books of the Holy Scriptures, translated into the vulgar
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tongue. You are but too well aware, my reverend brethren, to what the
efforts of these societies tend. They only care audaciously to stimnlat(· all
to a private intt'rpretation of the divine oracles, to inspire contt'tnpt 101'
divine traditiom, which the Catholic Churcb preserves.upon the autllOrity
of the holy fathers-in a word, to cause them to reject even the authority
of the Church herself. It is long since pastors found themselves necessitated to turn their attention particularly to the versions curreut at secn't
conventicles, and which heretics laboured, at great expense, to disseminate.
Hence the warnin~ and decrees of our predecessor, Innocent 111., of happy
memory. Amongst the sectarians of whom we are Fpeaking, deceil'ed in
their hopes, and in despair at the immense sums which the publication of
th~ir Bibles costs them, without producing any fruit, some have been
found, who, gi ving another direction to their manlEuvres, have betaken
themselves to the corruption of minds, not only in Italy, but even in our
own capital. A vast nnmber oC sects in New York, in America, have
formed a new association, which will take the name of the Christian League
(flEderis Christian), a league composed of individuals of eV('ry nation, and
which is to be further increased in numbers by other auxiliary societies,
all having the same oIUect-viz., to propagate amongst Italialls, and
especially Romans, the principles of Christian liberty, or rather an insane
indifference to all religion. This society strains every nerve to illtrodoce
corrupt and vulgar Bibles, and to scatter tllem secretly amongst the faithful; at the same time their intention is to disseminate worse books still, or
tracts designed to withdraw from the minds of their readers all respect f'lr the
Church and the Holy See. These hooks and tracts have been composed in Ital.
ian,or translated into Italian from other languages; and amongst these books
should be particularly cited' The H iFtory of the Reformation.' Wherefore,
having consulted some of the Cardinals of the Holy Romish Chllfch, after
having duly examined with them everything, and listened to their advice,
we have decided, Venerable Brothers, on addressing you this letter, by
which we again condemn the Bible Societil's, and the aforesaid Society
called the Christian League. Let all kn,lw then the enormity of the sin
against God and the Church which they are guilty of who dare to associa'e
themselves with any of these societies, or abet them in any way. Moreover, we confirm and renew the decree recited ahove, delivered in former
times by Apostolic authority, against the publication, distrihution, reading,
and possession of books of the Holy ~criptures translated into the vnlg-ar
ton~ue. Given at Rome, from the hasilica of St. Peter, on the 8th of May,
of the year 18.1,4" and the fourteenth of our Pontificate•
• (Signed)

GREGORY XVL, S.P.'

,e Tt is always with reluctance that we touch upon reli!!ions suhjects ; hut
we cannot refrain from expressing the feelings with which we have read this
shocking documl'lIt, and from recornna:ncling it to the jnst indignation of
duI' read~rs. Why should thp Pope, or any other man, interfer~ to prevent
the humblest of crl'ated men from fulfilling the injunctions of the Saviollf,
to "search thc Scriptures?" Why should the poorest individual li"ing be
deharred from the privilege of reading the Bible ?-of proceedin~, himself,
to the well-spring of sacred truths? ""hy should he he cOll1p!lIecl to
receive them by proxy, and only such portions as it may please the priests
to favour them with? It is truly scandalous in this nineteenth crntury,
when education has made such extensive progress, and the schools that are
established throughout the kingdom testify a desire for, and the progress of
knowledge, to attempt to prevE'Ilt the people from rellding the Olll' hook
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that contains all things necessary for their salvation. Why should the
Bible be the only book they must not read?
"The RomiGh Church is indebted for all its greatness to popular ignorance. 'Vhen the people were content to receive just what the priests
were pleased to gi ve them of the contents of the Bible, a\l(l were satisfied
with the priests' interpretations, then the Romish Church was in its glory:
but with the increasing intelligence of the people the power alld authority
of the Pope declined. Those who read the Bible found that it did not
sanction the fantastic doctrines of the Church of Rome, and they therefore
resorted to a purer faith. The Church of Home, which is constantly occupied
in the attempt to undermine and destroy the Protestant Church, finds the
Bible the great obstacle in its way; hence the anxiety of the Pope to
suppress its circulatiou."

SELECT

SE~TENCES

OF EMINENT DIVINES.

" I no not only betray the inbred venom of my heart, by poisoning my
common actions, but even my most religious performances also, with siu.
J canuot pray, but I sin; I cannot hear or preach a sermon, but I sin; I
cannot give an alms, or receive the sacrament, hut I sin; nay, I cannot so
much as confess my sins, but my very confessions are still aggravations of
them; my repentance needs to be repented of; my tears want waohing;
and the very washing of my tears needs still to be washed over again with
the blood of my Redeemer."-REv. WM. BEVBRIDGE, D.D., Bishop of
St. Asaph.

" Pride and presumption have ever been, as well in the godly as in the
wicked, the forerunners of a fall. The first man, Adam; the first apostle,
Peter; both fell by these. What can we expect from Peter, but a denial
of his Master's person amongst his enemies, who dares, eveu to his own
face, make a douhle denial of his truth? He that will venture to deny the
truth of Christ's word, will quickly, upon temptation, den', the profession
of his truth."-J11editntiolls on the FrLll and Risiltg of Petel'.-REV. EDWARD
.REYNOLDS, D.D., Bishop of Norwich.
" God is indeed the delight of saints. The joy of glory is this, we shall
he ever with the Lord; the joy of grace is, when the Lord is with us."On Job, xiii. 26.
" He that does not utter prayer with his mouth, will soon utter wickedness."-Cayrilt on Job,folia xv. 4.
"To follow the counsels of the best and wisest of men, is to depend on
arms of flesh. They only are in the right and safe way who make the
glory of God thpir end; the word of God their rule; the Spirit of God the
e:uide of their affections; the providence of God the guide of their affairs.
They may be confident that the Lord goes before them. Though He may
not. lead them the nearest way. yet He will lead them the best way; as it
will surely appear when they shall come to their jouruey's cnd. Sometimes,
indeed, the Lord moves before his people in a eloud; every thing, to their
view, is involved in thick darkness; they see lIot before them; nor can they
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form any notion of the end of the Lord. But when they walk in darkness.
and ha"e no light, they may safely trust in the Lord; for He is movilll{
forwards towards Canaan, both in the cloud and in the pillar of fire j hOI It
when things are dark and obscure, and when they are clear, but tryill;':.
In all, g-race follows God, trusts in Him in the cloud, and rejoices ill Him
iu the fire." May H I' be our guide till death, and may our hearts follow
Him."-REv. THOMAS CHARLES, Bala, Wales, one of the first Advocates
of the GOSPEl, MAGAZINE.
" A man under God's affliction is like a bird in a nEt. the more he striveth
the more he is entangled; God's decree cannot be eluded with impatience.
What I cannot avoid, I will learn to bear."-RoBERT HALL.
.. The valley of tears i. strewed with rocks and thorns, and the pathway
often li,'s through deep waters; yet the rocks are placed there by Him who
is the Rock; the thorn of care is not unaccompanied by the rose of Sharon ;
and it is in the deep waters that God has promised to deliver."-LEIGH
RICH~IOND.

" Faith will seize what God says, in spite of feeling."-MAI.EN.
" Repentance includes sl'lf-abhorrence; as a man not only loathell
poislln, but the very dish or vessel that smells of it."- THO~IAS BnooKEs.
" Goo's election of us does not depend npon our satisfaction, but our
satisfaction depends upon God's enrlasting appointment of us to eternal
life."-AuGusTuS TOPLADY, A.B.
" True faith is humble, and seeth no way to escape, but only in Christ."
-SAMUEL RUTHERFORD.
A GOSPEL TlIACT VE~DER.

A FRAGMENT.

How sweet and cheering to the fainting soul is the thought that we shall
not al ways be in an ew'!my's country! that we are merely passing through
it! that we we have for a leader and guide the same Jehovah that COIlducted the chosen family to their earthly resting-place. And, as surely as
they were brought to the promised land, so surely shall ALL Christ's
chosen ones be forthcoming at the great decisive day. He knoweth them
that are his; not one of them shall be lost; though the way sometimes be
rough and uneven, the sky beclfluded, and beasts of prey be howling
around, yet no harm can befal them; dangers may threaten, but they
cannot overwhelm; the sun will again fling his cheering and benign
influences around, and all will be joy and peace. Then cheer up, ye fainting ones; with .Jesus near, what can harm you? what can separate you
from Him? Trust implicitly on Him; He will never leave you nor
forsake you.
T. K.
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To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
BELOVED EDITOR,

The peace of God which passetb all understanding keep your heart
allll mind through Christ Jesus. It is good and pleasant for brethren to
d well together in unity; but as there is no rpal unity of spirit only as we
are joined tn the Lord, and are onl.' spirit, so there cannot be a union of
heart and mind in the truths of God, but by the same Spirit. And it is in
this ullity of spirit and bond of peace that 1 salute our friend and brother,
A. Hewlett, and rejoice with him in the same mercy that all our real
experience of the truth in its divine properties, our knowledge of our
election of God, and of Chri"t and salvation, is by the work, power, and
teachings of the Eternal Spirit, and as we are witnes.es of these things the
words which thp. Holy Ghost teacheth will have the pre-eminence above all
others. And if our brother considers that what I wrote was sarcasm, I
will not dispute the point, only say, that I did not intend it; but as
iufluences were in analogy with Homer, so [wrote. And I desire to go on,
with him, preaching peace hy Jesus Christ. He is Lord of (a'lI; and let us
ever rejoice the Lord liveth ; and blessed be my Rock,and let the God of
my salvation be exalted. Amen.
I will now say a word to my Devonshire corrector. I think I know the
speech, though under cover; but I must freely say that there is a g-reat
discrepancy between" ascendant power" and the operations of the Spirit.
If my corrector had paid more attention to words and meanings when at
school, surely he would not have made mch egregious blunders; the advice
of David may not he out of place-2 Sam. x. 5. I believe the word
" asc:endant" is in general used in an astrological sense, and with the
word "power" joined, is only to set forth an abstract principle; and the
two substantives will not make a verb active. And 1 freely say that I
have found words much more expressive and applicable to, an.i of, the
operatious of the Spirit, therefore I reject iufluences and asceudant power.
or am 1 to be led away by the enticing words and reasoning persuasions
of my corrector; fur what is said by way of explanation of saviug influ€llces, &c., is only as it is written, .. Who is this that darkelleth counsel hy
words without knowledge?" (Job xxxviii. 5.!). Ancl by this I clu not
knowingly pervert words, but 1 cannot submit to tbe corrpction of my
lllis3pprl'heusions, as I ha\'e the truth of God on my side and in my hp.art,
thongh 1 may be called a prejudiced man, by still believing the truth of
what I staterl 011 that extract from Dr•.Owen, as the word /07' is synonymous with instead. And surely my corrector displays a great cleal of sharpsighteclness in seeing so dearly between influences and the elect of ('oel.
Then follows some flourishes of intellectuality, hut no Scripture proof, as I
desired, is produced, in analogy with being indehwd, &c. J speak the
truth in Christ; I lie not; my conscience also hearing- lIle witness
in the Holy Ghost, that He convinced me of sin, and testified of
JpSllS, so that "He hath made me wilness of the words of the
Lord Jesus, that ] am requested to read John xiv. :W; xv. 26;
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xvi. 7-1[J; and from an heartfelt experience of their divine properties I
am kept in a knowledge of their importance, and do "not disparage or
undervalue" the work of the Eternal Spirit; nor do I, as my corrector
doth, set up the words of men co-eval, or above the ww-ds which the Holy
Ghost teacheth. I have said enough to show my corrector how much I
have benefited by the sage advice given, who may still go on with" proffered
mercy" and "gracious influences," and retain the appellation, "Dill'
deeply indebted to the Spirit," and I will rejoice before the Lord my
Redeemer, and say, "By the grace of God I am what I am."
I now, by permission, say a word or two relative to "J. D." "Vho gave him
the authority to issue his bulls, and sit as judge in his Papal chair, to send
forth his anathemas against our brother and myself? But I find mine to
he double to the former, so that I am prevented from saying to my brother,
"Thou art in the same condemnation ;" but with the testimony of agood conscience, I say as Paul (1 Cor. iv. 3, 4). Many thoughts arose in the mind in
reading over the verbosity of J. D.; and one was, that I was placed, as Paul,
at the har, before a certain orator named Tertullus, who began to accuse
him, saying," But after all the accusation, a,lId the Jewsalsoassented, saying
that these things were so," yet I could say, with Paul, " Neither can they
prove the things whereof they now accuse me. But this I confess unto
thee, that after the way which they ca1l heresy, so worship I the God of
my fathers, believing a1l things which are written in the law and in the
prophets" (Acts xxiv).
I now present to him his own words"Is it honest to infer things from a man's writings which that
man never intended to be inferred, or even dreamt of?" I also
desire him to use his superior talent and sound judgment by reading
the words alld pondering over the meanings of the following Scriptures : Rom. ii. 1,2,19-23; alld Matt. vii. 1-5. And I might retort that J. D.
knows nothing of Christ dwelling in his heart by faith, as hc hath not said
any thing about it, but I forbear, believing the Lord knoweth them that
are his. Whether J. D. will be silent, or again lift up his voice, and tax
me fully with denying the indwelling of- the Eternal Spirit, that I leave;
but this I say-I sha1l not enter the list of controversy with such a dealer
in anathemas; but to him I will not give place, if he will write of an heartfelt experience of his own, arising from the work, power, operations, and
ministry of the Spirit, and the blessedness of the personal knowledge of
Jesus the Son of God, and living by faith in Him, that it may be seen with
whom the truth is. And I close with, "Rebuke them sharply, that they
may be sound in the faith " (Titus, i. 13).
Beloved Editor,-had you taken the advice of J. D., with" watchful ey~
and stricter guard," I think the piece of J. Do's would not have appeared;
but I am pleased that you have favoured your readers with such a display
of the art of the ventriloquist. I send the annexed letter for insertion, if you
please, wherein truth is made manifest.
Yours, in our precious Lord Jesus,
20, Laurie Terrace, London, Sep. 6, 1844.
A. TRIGGS.
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VERY BELOVED AND MUCH HONOURED FRIEND IN CHRIST OUR LIFE,

As it hath pleased our dear Lord to incline you to favour me with
so speedy a reply to my last, I seem encouraged thus early to crave the
twofold indulgence of writing to you, and hearing from you, in that name
which hath not lost any of its sweetness and power, Lut is stiJI full of
fresh fragrance and new wonders. I find it a very dear privilege to read
your sw('et epistles, because they are full of life, full of the new creation
glories, wbich seem like sparkles of Him who is the" beginning" of that
creation, and the perfection of its beauty; yea, He is the Alpha and Omega
of tbat creation; it is Him, alld for Him; it owns no other Lord, and says,
.. By thee only will we make mention of tby name," which is like that
other word, " No man can call Jesus Lord but by the Holy Ghost." Nature cannot learn this heavenly language; it Iispeth in every attempt, and
cannot frame to pronounce arh;ht Jehovah Tsid Keuu, .. the Lord our
Righteousness." But though his" name is secret," yet" his secret is with
tbem that fear Him." The secret of bis name-his love-his will-his
wondrous works-all opened in himself, and by himself, to those who in
Him dwell, to whom the Father does reveal the Son; the Spirit takes of his,
and shows unto them, and He himself does manifest hImself to them in
).
love.
Dearly beloved of the Lord, and in Him, truly dear to my heart, the
ahove was written weeks ago, and was coming to you speedily on the wings
of love, but J was prevented from going forward, and it has lain till now;
thus afresh I learn that" it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps ;"
for though we devise our own way, the Lord ordereth our doings. In
resuming my pen, I humbly look to our precious Jesus to fill it, and use it,
and "put my trust in Him, that I may declare his wondrous works."
And first, I am constrained to say to his praise, and in much affection to
you, that your labour towards unworthy me is not in vain in the Lord; for
this very morning your last dear letter has been made unctuous and
powerful to my soul, yea, as a feast of fat things full of marrow; and
it seems as if the governor of the feast had reserved the good wine until
now, alld it proved the right time, and was both suitable and seasonable.
To the Lord be all the glory. "Bless Him, 0 our souls, and forget not
all his benefits " And now that J would fain return, like the poor leper,
10 give glory to God, and thanks to you, I sensibly feel my povHly and
inability; truly I have nothing to pay, and what is more, expect to keep
sinking deeper into the delightful debt of love; yea, I covet\it, I would be
overwhelmed in what I can never repay; and in an agreeahle insolven~y·
feel that I am just the property of my dear Surety, who has not only stood
for my debts, and cancelled them all, but also hought me with the amazing
I. rice of his own precious blood; so that IJOW it is my privilege (not my
;

• " Ag'reeabJe insolvency." Reader, is it so with you? Has Jehovah the
Spirit made yOll bankrupt yet? If not, yOll do not-yoll cannot-prize JehovahJesus as a SlIrety-a Daysman. Rut mark, for your encouragement, if ou
casting up accounts, you begin to find yourself in arrears, it is a wO'e harbinger
..'
of a discovery, by "the same Spirit, of your freedom-yollr complete discharge in,4'~·
the person and work of Jesus, your ever.prevalent, all gracious Ad I'ocate.-Eti.
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hardship) to have nothing ill, or for, myself, but all things in Him. And
as I walk by this rule, the peace of God which passeth all understandillg'
keeps my heart and mind through Christ Jesus. I live in love's blissful
element, rise into love's glorious mysteries, and sink into love's swe~t
obligations.; and as Christ is all, all is love, and the wonderful lengths and
hreadths thereof open before us, in endless and houndless delights. Aud
as we traverse the free country, inhale the free air, and receive the free
commuuications, we rejoice in the Iib~rty of love, and find that whom the
Son makes free are free indeed-free to Him, and free in Him, hut no
freedom out of Him; in self and creatures not a bit; and if the freed ones
strive for it, He will very kindly, very determinately, mar thdr enterprise
-defeat their purpose, and prove that He shuts, and none can open, as
well as opens, and none ('an shut. Of this I am a living, feeling witness,
to my shame, alld his glory; and while abased before Him, that I should
ever strive to live or walk out of Him, I bless and adore that love which
will not allow it, but will shut me up unto himself. and grant me openly in
himself, according to the law of the Spirit, which is life in Christ Jesus,
and in Him freedom from the la w of sin and death, the spirit of hondage
and fear, with all other enthralments hut that of love's sweet bond, and
easy yoke. Oh, tighter dra w those" silken cords," sweet Jesus; nor let
me wander from thee, or tnrn aside, or look away, bnt gaze upon thee in
sweet ahsorption; held by thy power; filled with thy love; ravished by
thy beauty, and willingly, joyfully, lost to all but thyself. Thou art my
heaven, my glory, my liberty, my life, my all. I vainly strive to express a
tithe of what thou art to me, and what I have in thee, and yet thou knowest, and this melting heart knows, I turn from fulness to emptiness, from
substance to shadow, from life to death, and foolishly "build again the
things which I had destroyed, thus making myself a transgressor," instead
of walking in thee, who wert numbered with trausg'ressors, because mine
were upon thee; and of them thou didst have full end, 0, thou dear,
eternal wisdom, be thou also the end of these my foolish wanderings, and
henceforth let me only live on earth to tmst and triumph in thee, willing to
be or suffer anything by which thou wilt be glorified.
You wonder, my dear friend and father in Christ, to hear me confess
that my heart is not perfect with Jesus my pl'rfection, and does nut constantly hold fast Him my " integrity;" but I would not deceive for worlds;
and I painfully know there are times when in measure I am corrupted from
the simplicity which is in Christ, and then, instead of the "whole body
being" full of light," much confusion and perplexity prevails; but He abides
faithful in all my unfliithfulness; and having call1'd me unto lihprty, and
made me look into (not merely at) that sweet law in love and relationship,
He will cause me to continue therein, nor suffer me to he again entangled
with the yoke of bondage. Thanks to his dear name, He still favours me
with his line upon line, and precept upon precept; and the Jaw of his
mouth is indeed dearer to me than thousands of gold and silver; and
" looking unto Him, I am lightened, and my face is not then ashamed ;"
for" the Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear? TbI'
Lord is the strength of my life, of whom shall I be afraid?" "Looking
unto Jesus " is my conquering motto; and J cannot possibly describe what
benefits I derive, and what blessings I enjoy, as kept in the experience of
it. You, dear Sir, fully know the se Cl' et, and fully enjoy it; and I can
truly say your counsels and cautions are dear to my heart, and your
correspondence a great blessing, for we have very few like minded. Most
are seeking their own, not the things which are Jesus Christ's; and most of
the teaching we have amounts but to what we are the suhjects of in the
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ups and downs of our experience. Sometimes there is a glorious bursting
forth of Him and his glory, and the privileges of union, but at present we
have not the fulness some of us desire in the preached word; yet our
minister is a living soul, aud seemed sent by the Lord in answer to prayer.
as was witnessed in many consciences. I t has been altogether a wonderful
dispensation; we cannot by searchin/l' find out or understand it, but hope
the best is all to come. The grace of supplicalion abides in the church,
which seems token of good. But though I thus write, I do not murmur;
if the thing be of God it will stand; if not, it will fall to lhe ground j and
I am sure we do not lack anything in Jesus; and having the anointirfg, we
sball abide in Him, and are not dependent upon human teaching, for the
same anointing teacheth us all things, and is truth. But still it is a dear
delight to hear the true wisdom spoken amongst them who are perfl'ct, and
to get rid of the mingled speech so prevalent, even in the living family."
Iiut ah! la have Jesus all, and Jesus always. and Jesus only, is no easy
matter; our own flesh. Satan, unbelief, and all around, fight bard against
it i but in'the Ilame of the I,ord we do defy, and shall prevail, against
them; and the more feeble we are the more honour will He get in the
victory.
In your last you speak of "being given to Satan for the destruction of
the flesh." Jf you feel liberty, I should be glad to hear more upon the
suhject; but I need IlOt dictate, for r have proved that our precious Boaz
tells yOIl what to send me. With Him I leave it and you, believing that
as He gives unworthy me to find rich fruit and choice wine in this correspondence, and does "flourish himself through this lattice," so He will not
leave you to scarceness, or suffer you to be a loser in it. May this humhle
mite of thanks to Him and you be accepted in love; may He shine his love
and glories into your soul, and anew give you the privileg-e of crowning
Him with hallelujahs, Lord of all. Glad to hear the Lord is still blessing
you amongst the people. How great is his goodness! How great is his
beauty! how endless the unfoldings thereof! May you have them more
and more, an(1 be as a field the Lord hath blessed.
My dear mother and self unite in love, who am less than the very least,
but )'et savecl in and into himself with an everlasting salvation-a wonder
which can never be excel'ded. I ueed not say a letter will be very welcome. And now, dear Sir, pardon the clefects of this poor line, and believe
me, as ever, in our Jesus, who is the Love of loves, aud Life oflife,
Yours, very affectionately,
Nottinsham, AilS. 31, 1844.
RUTH.

'.

To the Editor of
My

DEAR

~he

Gospel Magazine.

BROTHER,

Holding as you do the very arduous situation of conservator to the
despised family of the despised Nazarene, it devolves upon you" to gather
lip the fragments which remain, that nothing be lost" (John, vi, 12) ;
knowing that it is neither lawful or expedient that thou shonlcll'st wholly
reap th~ cower of thy field or gather the gleanings of thy han-est. I
• " Mingled speech," and "prevalent eH'n in p'the !iviug family:" Hence
then R'motive for forbearance-caution how we cut off this or that brother or
sister for not speaking plainly, or using'at times a discordant language.-Ev.
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trust you will continue to meet with that assistance from thy brethren in
the way, that thou may be found to have" goat's milk enough for thy food,
for the food of thy household, and for the maintenance of thy maidens"
(Prov. xxvii. 27); being blessed in keeping tbe fig-tree, by eating of tbe
fruit, and in waiting- upon thy Master, in receiving honour from Him
(Prov. xxvii. 18). Having been favoured with another fragment from the
hand-basket of the venerable and aged Rebecca, and believing the one
inserted hy you in your pages, upon ij former occasion, to have been owned
and hlessed of the Lord to many of your readers, I hand it over for the
pUCIwse of insertion, should you think it advisable; and believe me,
Yours in Jesus,
A STRIPLING.
"Rehecca to her hrother John, in Gospel nnion, sendeth Christian
salutation, thankiug him for his letter and two songs he sent her from the
wilderness, which savoured so much of the honey gathered from the Rock,
that it produced in her the like effect of that lasted by Jonathan in the
wood, which, notwithstanding Saul's unwise adjuration, enlightened the
eater's eyes; for, although Hagar had often supplied her with a motto,
Rebecca had not considered her dwelling to be so near that noted well,
until her brother John's' purposed handfuls,' honey, &c., proved like
eye salve, which so cleared her sight, that she saw it springing up. aud was
constrained to sing unto it; and as he was the means, in the Lord's hand,
she thought he had a just right to a copy of her song, however short it
may fall in beauty to those he sent to her, or C the purposed handfuls' and
refreshing vinegar set forth by him. I am glad to nnd, that though your
present dwelling is the wilderness, yet, when the time comes to show
yourself to Israel, you find Israel's God to be with you; and may you in
all your discourses with your namesake; point them to the' Lamb of God,'
that only sacrifice for sin; and, in so doing, find your own soul refreshed
with tbe blessings that flow from the cross.
" AND so thou hast, my brother John,
Found a new nllme to put upon
My cottage in the vale.
Call it Beer-Iahai-roi, too;
A favour'd spot it's bp-en, tis true,
For Israel tbere did dwell.
" But Hagar first that spot did name,
When she from SaraPs wrath there came,
A hiding-place to find.
But God, who all her actions knew,
And weigh'd them in a balance, too,
Would humble her proud mind.
" He bid this fugitive return,
And bear the rage that hot did hurn
In guilty Sarai's breast;
Though by her own devise 'twas lit
In a sad unbelievin~ fit,
That would not let her rest,
" On that sweet promise made by Him,
Whose word is truth-to doubt it, sin,
Which brings its punishment
On every soul that's taught by grace,
Who would by reason things displace,
To alter his intent.

_ _- - J -
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" For every word of God must stand,
Nor shall a creatnre's feeble hand
His purpose disaunuJ.
The time-the means-the eud is sure,
That shall his glory best secure,
And reason here must fall.
" When I read sacred history o'er
My soul is nft led to adore
Our wonder-working God,
Who lays e'en nature's laws aside,
And tramples on all buman pride,
1'0 make his promise good.
" To Abram was the promise made,
By the free woman, not bond-maid,
Should God'S anointed spring,
N or age nor un belief prevail,
To make his promis'd blessing fail,
TiB Zion saw her King.
" In whom the chosen did rejoice
To hear the blessed Bridegroom's voice,
And now, as it was ~ben;
For from his own eternal springs,
He in their hearts life water brings.
Which flow to Him again.
" Tbough Hagar's sons may often teaze,
And make them feel but ill at ease,
And cause their hearts to groan,
Yet they may mock, and grin, and pout,
The Lord will turn these rebels outHis Isaacs shallllave home.
" They shall the bless'd possessions gain,
When free from sorrow, sin, and pain,
In unmolested peace,
Which is eternal, and on high;
And when by faith they it descry,
It does their joys increase.
" Their title deeds were from the cross,
Which truth and mercy have endorsed,
And Justice superscribed.
And God the Father set his seal,
Which God the Spirit does reveal,
In Jesus crucified.
" So I will praise Him for the well,
By which I'm favour'd now to dwell,
Well pleased my lot should be,
'Where my appointed lot is cast,
And trust to see his face at last,
Who lives and seelh me.
"Yours affectionately in Him,

" Well Beer•.'alUli-roi (Gen. xvi. 14),
Feb. 28, 1843.

R. R."
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To a Friend.
1'ly

DEAR BROTH~;R I~ CHnIST,

All hail in the name of the Lord Jehovah, in whom is everlastingstrength, ill whose name I greet you. Grace. mercy, peace and love be
with you. and all the clear Lord's elect, redeemed, regenerate family at
Castle Cal'y, through the knowledge of God, and Jeslls Christ our Lord,
accorclill~ as his divine power hath given IInto you all things that
pertaill unlO life and godliness. 1 desire, above all things, to bless aOlI
adorc his holy namE, which is a name above every name; for his everla"ting, unchang-ing love to his church, in the person of our most g-lorioU3
Christ; in whom we have redemption through his blood; the forgiveness
of sins, according to the riches of bis I\'r;'ce; baving thereby made
known unto us tht' myskry of bis wdl, accorrling to his good pleasure which
He hath pur posed in himself Bless Him, his name was eternally pledgee!
to expi'lte our sins, by becoming a propitiatory sacrifice unto God; so that
the whole church may be justified, and glory in the persoll, and blood,
alld righteousness of the only beg-otten Son of the Father, full of grace and
truth. How, then, shall we sufficiently extol the covenant mercies of our
Ood ami Father towards us for this unsj:>eakable gift? We sink into
nothing- before Him who is all in all. Hence, dear brother, we have a
fountain which is op,>ned in the house of David for sin and uncleanness,
where the whole of God's elect family are washed from all their sin and
filthiness, and their garments made white and clean. They all drink of its
ever-flowing stream, and are abundantly satisfied and refreshed with the
life-g-iving- powers \vhich issue perpetually from its inexhaustihle fulness,
which maketh glad the city of God. They have an evidence of the accomplishing of the dear Lord's own words hy John (x. 28)-" I give unto them
eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them
out of my hand." No, bless his dear name, they were given unto Him as
his inheritance before the foundation of the world, and his delights were
with them, and I.is heart fixed npon them to do them good, and to bless
them with every spiritual hlessing in himself, according a. they were
chnsen in Him before the foundation of the world. So precious were they
in his sight, that He entered into a perpetual covenant, ordered in all
things, and made sure unto them; so that whatever they may need, both
for time and eternity, was treasured up in Him; and out of his fulness
have we received grace for grace (John, i. 16). How blessedly this is
demonstrated in the glorious union which exists betwixt Christ and his
church (Eph. v. 30)-" For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and
of his bones j" so that all that grace and glory which the church hath is
from Christ, and she has the same graces snd glory that Christ hath himself (John, xvii. 22. ~3)-" And the glory which thou gavest me I have
given them; that they may be one, even as we are one: I in them, and
thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may
know tr.at thou hast sent me, allll hast loved them 8S thou hast loved me."
Hence, dear hrother, whatever opposition may arise against the church of
the living God, to endeavour to prevent their being made the happy recipients of that eternal and unchanginp- love, grace, and glory, which is in
Christ for her, will prove ineffectual. This is fully proved by the language
of God the Holy Ghost to the church, by the great Apostle of the Gentiles
(Rom. viii. 37-39)--" In all thl'se things we are more than conquerors,
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through Him that hath loved us. For I am per~uaded, that neither oeath,
nor life, nor ang-els, nor principalities, uor powers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able
to SEparate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Loro."
These encouraging truths will ever prove a strong bulwark around the
church; ano, according to the descriptiun you ha\'e gh'en me in your letter,
of the state of your mind, I am perfectly satisfied that you are within this
glorious inclosure. Therefore no weapon that is formed against you shall
prosper, however formidable it may be in its appearance; every tongue
that shall rise against you in judgment you shall condemn. For the Lord
will he a refnge for the oppressed; a refuge in times of trouble; and they
that know his name, and in that name have been led to n:joice, well
knowing that the name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous runneth
into it and are safe. "For their righteousness is of me." saith the Lord.
" Fear not. little flock;" keep together, meet together for prayer to our
covenant God ano Father, rememhering the encouraging language of the
dear Lord, who said in the days of his flesh, "Whatsoever ye shall ask in
my name, that will I do, that the Father may he glorified in the Son; for
it is your Father's good pleasure to gh'e you the king-dom ; and it is through
much tribulation you must enter tbe kingdom; and the saints of the Most
High shall take the kingdom, and possess the kingdom for ever aud ever."
And no\\' I commend you, and all the friends of the Redeemer. to Hod,
and the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you
an inheritance among all them which are sanctified. With my Christian
love to you all, wishing you every needful covenant blessing in Christ;
sincerely beg~ing an interest in your petitions when you go before the
King,
I remain, my dear Brother. yours truly and sincerely,
in the honos of the everlasting Gospel of Christ.
Devonpo1·t.
C. D. GAWLI::R.

[The following should have appeared ht'fure, but was uverlooked.-En.]

AN ACKNOWLEDGME~T OF OBLlGATION TO A "
READER."

COXSTr\~T

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
MR. EDITOR,

As it was through the medium of your Magazine for la~t month, pa~e
3;16, that "A Constant Reader," in a very kitld and affectionate manner,
called my attention to the impropriety cC employing the word "Omega"
as a signature to my pieces, I sincerely hope you will allow me a space for
this in an early Number, as 1 wish him to know that I with very great
pleasure admit that I feel extremely obliged to him for having dOlle so,
convinced as L have long been, that we very often stand in need of friendly
and hrotherly correction. That I should have erred on this point is to me
somewhat singular, owing to the decided antipathy which I have long felt,
and the opposition which I have made, to emrloying such names as are
only applicable to Jehovnh, for the purpose 0 distinguishing one street
from another, or 'One place of worship from another. As for instance, in
Cambridge, Emanuel Lane, Christ Lane; at Stonehouse, Corpus Christi
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Chapel-that is, the Body of Christ's Church; in London, there is Trinity
Chapel, Hackney, where Mr, Hug-hes speaks; Trinity Chapel, in the
BOTOn!{h, the pulpit of which is occupied by Mr. Lewis, if I err not; and
Jireh Chapel, Brick Lane, with many others which wil1 strike the mind ot
those who are acquainted with the Metropolitan pul pits, not only in the
Establishment, but amongst the most decided DissEllters from that Establi~hment. A ware of this fact, and having had my mind occllpied on the
subject for years, it is rather singular, I say, that in my own case I shonld
have acted so inadvertantly. I look upon it as an additional proof of my
proneness to .err, and rejoice at times to know, that He who is emphatically
the Omega-the Last-the End, has, in his own person, atOllt'd for ALL my
wanderings. 0 what mercy to know, .. He bore, that I might lIever bearthe Father's righteous displeasure," &c. ; that He who is the Encl of the Law
-that He who finished transgression-that He who made an end of sin, is
all this to, and did all this for me. Oh, Sir, the blessedness of the gloriolls
Gospel of a full, free, and everlastingly finished salvation, is comprised in
its personalit.y. For" say Ullto MY sOlll, I am THY salvatioll," is a most
important aud expressive prayer, which will often be employed by every
truly enlightened child of God, not ollly under first awakellin~s, but in ten
thousand instances, after he has been blessed with certainty of iJlterest in
redeeming love and matchless grace.
That you, my dear Sir, with" A Constant Reader," and the often.erringwriter, may be blessed with the enjoyment of that rich love ami grace, is
the desire of
Yours (I hope) in covenant bonds,
Snjfron Walden.
AGUR•

•

A LETTER TO A CHRISTIA:\' FRIE~D. \VHO INQUIRESWHY THE SAl "TS OF GOD FALL OUT AS THEY DO?

I1iy

DEAR

J E.'\:S

FELLOW

TRAVELLER,

IN

THE

KINGDOM

AND

PATIE:SCE

OF

CHRIST,

I feel it a pleasure to write to you; but the subject you inquire of me
about must be left to that hour wben God will 'reveal all sel.rets for his own
glory. Men's hearts must be humbled, and laid ill the dust, ere they clln
write or speak one word that will prove edifying to the church of Christ.
The .. learned" pride on one side, with ignorant conceit on the other,
forms so conspicuous a figure at this time, that few there be wbo come
forward to the help of Zion without discovering some latent fire, that tends
to burn up the visible bonds of brotherhood, while the enemy chuckles to
behold the desolation he is suffered to make in tbe ranks of tbe blessed in
this particular. He seems to bave another link added to his infernal chain;
but thanks that his time is short, wben he shall hurt no more in the temple
of our God, or hreathe out slaughter and death to the saints. 'l'his the
phariseeg will do against the image of Christ.
. What an unspeakable mercy-" The Lord is a stron~ hold in the day
and honr of trouble!" This is the letter of his word, but you aud I have
had it in powerful testimony and witness within our hearts; nor bas all,
nor shall all, the iniquity of the sinful natures we daily groan under make
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his promise "oid; no, it shall not. 0 the wonders of his rich grace and
continued love! "Vhat cannot the Holy Spirit effect by his own Almighty
power upon the soul, in giving faith in Chrisfs precious blood? which the
devil has never been able to obliterate or destroy. He has fought hard
many times against me, my brother; yes, both from within and without,
but he was a .. liar from the beginning." Yet this poor weak, trembling
heart has believed him a thousand times; but though so dishonouring,
God has proved himself my helper, my deliverer, and defence; and faith
still gets a peep through the clouds to Him who to sense is invisible. And
here" my trust is in the Lord," which alone accounts for the stability of
the children thus favoured; and for which you have blamed me for supposing I do not dwell enough upon the dark side. Ah, my brother, I know
quite as much of that as yourself; but neither you nor I shall ever find
comfort and peace in it; our standing is above it all. How would the
flesh drag us down from our excellency to make an evidence of sensible
corruption to be Christian, and so trust in self, and call it spiritual influence?
I do think it is a mistaken idea, that our pouring over corruption as many
do, to think it is grace j whereas tbe work and office of the Spirit, after
bringing the soul to Christ, is in all its future operations to It'ad the mind
up to his fulness, away from our imperfections, to hehold in Him all satisfaction, which, as fallen, though gracious people, we shall never behold in
ourselves, as we al ways come short, and" cannot do the things which we
would." For if we stay here, bondage and death is in every prayer, in
every thing, in every person, in every word and act; the sin of omission
or commission stares us full in the face; and if left to draw conclusions
from these things in what we feel and do. we stop short of the desired end
of what Christ really is, and are trammelled by the flesh in its acting'S and
deceitful wOI'kings to keep us (who are childr"n born again to a new Jiff),
from the fulnlss of the Go~pel. Really, my brother, ~o wretched am I in
myself, whcn snffered to adhere to "the selltence of death in myself," that
I am glad to fly to the great Rock, to the overflowing fullll'~s and hlessedness of Him whose righteousness prompts me to look by faith to my Jesus,
who has hoth jnstified, and sanctified, atICl pronounced me spotless ill h s
holy sight; and thus I am glad to refuge alone iu what Christ is to meindependent of myself, and to cast my naked, hl'1pless spirit upon Him for
all j sink or swim; die or live; saved or damned. I know what I write
to be fact, that all the preachin~ and so-called practical experil'nce sound"d
from the pulpits now-a-days will never be able to overturn. I am sur~ a
life of faith upon Christ is a far different life in operation upon tbe soul to
what is believed or received. It does not consi.t in animal excitement;
nor is it to be daily raking up the motions of the flrsh injoyful or mourtlillg
exercises; the implantation of grace is watered by the Holy Spirit in a
scrret manner from all this. And hence faith fixes upon the imperishahle
realities of covenant promises made good to the soul when in the dark as
in the light, all depending upou the faithfulnrss of Jehovah in the fn)fil.
ment of his own word in "wills >, and" shalls," to the full accomplishment
or all lie has made over to his dear chosen, tried people. 0 that m8llY
whol1l J know and love could see this, that while travellinl! to a better
slale Jesus was more sought after and relied upon, and to understand all
our cOl1lfnrt in this world of woe is found exclmively in Him, ahove and
beyond Cfl,,,ture destitution, so oflen lamented. I am sure all God's purposes of love are continually being carried ont that stand in promisE',
whether we see it or not; for many of his love-acts are done in the dark
as to our knowledge thereof; but the blessing is to us the same in covenant
by the deed of settlement, made for the good of Zion by the all-glorious
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Trinity; bnt unbelief, which is the master evil of our faJlen nature, turns
the mind from Christ. Ant! Satan is never more delighted than when he
can turn our attention la the flesh, al,d get us to seck some good thcr -ill,
rather than to glory in the dignity of Christ's person, and the peace we
have in Him. 0 the heights, lengths, and breadths of this contemplat d
love and blood of Jesus, where all our sins are drowned. And here comcs
in the identity of our very per.ons by faith received under the mighty
power of divine grace; there is no waving the subject; either we Si and
. justified or condemned. And you know in Christ there is no condemnation.
What a rest is here to the beloved family! Wbat peace to enjoy, ami,l
the warfare! And what a sure end of conquest over sin, and death, and
hell; for Christ is risen as our exalted Lord. Thongh we groan daily
under the in being of sin, it is not dominion, nor can it hc, since faith is
g-iven to trinmph over it all. These are considerations which r...j oice my
heart, and carry me throngh this world of sorrow and toil-a weary wanderer, whose hope is beyond the grave. 0 let the saillts talk of what
Christ is to them, not on quarrelling", doubtful displltations. s"ntiments,
and views, in which flesh revels, and robs the soul of look ill/{ more stedfastly
to imperishable, divine realities. That the weak as well as th ... strong may
be enabled to keep near to J esns, is the earnest desire of
YOllrs ill llim.

J. G.

Essex.

"LOOK UNTO ME, AND BE YE SAVED."
ISAIAH XL.,..

22.

of names, to thee my soul
Would bring her ur~ent case j
For all I meet below the skies
Afrords no real peace.
'Tis Oil the bosom of thy love
My weary head I lay;
Let some sweet zepybr of thy grace
Fall aB my cares away.
One wonl to whisper-" All is well ;"
Olle call-" Love, come away j"
Tben from tbis bauble world I rise
Towards eterual day.
The chains now snapped, which held me fast
To some delusive cbarm,
I soar, and clap my eagle wings,
Aloof from every harm.
o could I always thus remain!
But fluttering, soon I drop;
l\fy sinful heart again would lean
On some" unHallowed prop."
Could I attain hll earthly gold,
And swim iu pleasnre's strea:ll,
'TwolJld rob my soul of real good,
And prove an idle dream.
But Jesus will not have it so;
He will my weakness prove;
And bind me to bimself alone,
Lest I should fUl,ther rm'e.
DEAREST
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