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COVENANT RELNrIONSHIP AND CHILDLIKE APPEAL,
" For this cause I bow my lcnees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ."Em. iii. 14.
'
BRETHREN, beloved, we have often-yea, very often-been the subject of fear
lest, in our approaches to the throne of grace, we have come without the eye
being sufficiently fixed upon 9hrist. It is declared that" there is one God an,I
one Mediator between God and man, the man Christ Jesus." Again spake Jesus,
" No man cometh unto the Fath_er, but by me." Then, again, we know that out
of Christ·" our God is a consuming fire." Hence we have. often been deeply
apprehensive lest our resorting to the throne of grace has not been in a presumptuous way. There has been the naming of thellame of Christ, certainly,;
there has been the usual summing up of one's petition, that this and that may be
done" for Christ's sake;" but there has been withal the fear lest, after all,
there has not been a lack of heart-of a whole and a sole dependence UpOll
Christ, as the alone ground of hope for acceptance.
Reader, do you understand us?
And we have feared, too, whether. the natural may not have interfered with,
or been an absolute substitute for, the spiritual-the earthly for the heavenly.
We mean to say, we have been apprehensive lest our parental emotions-the
natural sympathy and anxiety and tenderness of heart, as a creature-might
not have clashed with the true spiritual and saving ,work and operation of the
Holy Ghost, whereby He leads the poor convinced sinner out of and off from
himself to a simple looking to and leaning upon Christ, in His own Divine
Person. Such sinner, being made deeply sensible of his own vileness, guilt,and
deformity, is brought, by the Holy Ghost, to rest solely and entirely upon the
blood of Clwist as his atoning sacrifice, and the righteousness of Christ .as his
alone justification before God.
Now we candidly admit, that, although there has been a thorough conviction
in the)udgm~nt that thus and thus in and through Christ alone is salvation-yea,
that" there is no other name under heaven, given among men, whereby we can
be saved," there has, at the same time, been the fear of a lack, practically and
experimentally, of heartfelt dependence on- Christ, and a resortin/flo' the throne
of grace-a going to the Father-without that whole and sole reliance-that
absolute dependence-upoR Christ which is .essential to a coming acceptably.
~
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Upon these grounds we have been at times disposed to construe the words of
the apostle J ames, "Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss."
On the other hand, beloved, it would appear to us as though our Lord's disciples
were tried and exercised precisely upon an opposite principle. With them the
natural was acting in a directly contrary direction; for, wh.-n Jesus had apprised
them of the fact, that "in His Father's house were many mansions," and that
He "went to prepare a place for them," they did not comprehend Him when He
said, " If ye had known me, ye should have known my Fathe,' also: and from
henceforth ye know Him, and have seen Him." In reply, "Philip saith unto
Him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us. Jesus saith unto him,
Have I been so long time ~ith you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip?
he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us
the Father? Belie.est thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in
me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father
that dwelleth in me, He doeth the works. Believe me that I am in the Father,
and the Father in me: or else believe me for the very works' sake" (John xiv.

8-11).
Does it not therefore, reader, appear, that there was in the disciples a want of
true spiritual God-wrought faith, so that in the person of Christ they might see
the blessedness of the truth, that" in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead' bodily?" The Father, in His boundless love and ineffable grace and
marvellous condescension, was manifested in and by the Son; but the eyes of
the disciples were" holden," that they knew Him not. They saw Christ with
the natural eye-they beheld Him in His humanity, but knew little of Him in
His Divinity; they had, as it were, only occasional glimpses of Him as the
Christ, the anointed of the Father, full of grace and truth. Hence they lacked
a recognition of the Father in Christ; but now that Christ, in His human nature,
was about to leave them, they were to live and walk by faith, and not as pre~
vi6usly, principally by sight and sense. Hence the carnal was to give place to
the spiritual, and that saying of Jesus was to be verified, "From henceforth ye
know Him, and have seen Him." "At that day (through the operations of the
Spirit, and by the power of that precious faith which He shall work in you) ye
shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you."
But, beloved, although we have been (as already intimated) the subject of
many fears lest we should', in our approaches to the throne of grace, have been
overlooking Christ, and thus dishonouring Him; yet, on the other hand, we have
found unspeakable comfort from such passages as that now ,before us, where the
eye of the apostle was directed immediately to the Father. Nor was this in the
least wise to the neglect or dishonour of the SOil, for he had previously most
distinctly affirmed that it was" through Him we both (Jews and Gentiles) have
access by one Spirit unto the Father;" and again, He says, "In whom [that is,
in Christ] we have holdness and access with confidence by the. face of Him."
" Wherefore," he says-that is, seeing that God hath been pleased to raise me
up, "who am the least of all saints," to preach among (such sinners as) the
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ: and to make all men see what-is the
fellowship of the mystery, which from the' beginning of the world hath been hid
in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: to the intent that now unto the
principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the Church the
manifuld wis,iQm of God, according to the eternal purpose which He purposed
in Christ Jesus our Lord "-inasmuch as all this is in accordance with Jehovah's
own infinite wisdom, whilst working out the eternal purposes of His own loving
and gracious heart, " ~ desire that ye faint not at my tribulations for you, which
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is your glory." The apostle meant to say in reference to them, as well as to
himself, the Lord was, by the afflictions wherewith he was exercised, only executing His own declared will. He had said, at the calling by grace of Paul, " I
will shew him how great things he must snffel' for my name's sake;" and the
apostle had testified to -the Corinthians, " And whether we be afflicted, it is for
YO!tr consolation and salvation, which is effectual in the enduring of the same
sufferings which we also suffer; or whether we be comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation: and our hope of you is stedfast, knowing that as ye are
partakers of the sufferings, .so shall ye be also of the consolation." In his address
likewise to the Thessalonians, he says, " That no man should be moved by these
afflictions; for yourselves know that we are appointed thereunto." He meant
to sa)', that, by afflictions as a means and an instrument, God was working out
His purposes of love and mercy towards Paul, and giving others through him to
behold the nature, preciousness, and all-sufficiency of His wisdom, grace, ancI
love. Thus the Ephesians were to glory in the tribulations of the !IPQstle, seeing
that they all point to him as an example and a pattern of what God's grace
could do-that grace being made all-sufficient in every time of trial, temptation,
and sorrow. "My gralle is sufficient for thee" was legibly inscribed upon all that
the apostle was called to pass through. And .as it was with the apostle, so has
it been, and so shall it ever continue to be, with"respect to all the Lord's living
family. Daily strength for daily needs. All the wisdom and the grace and the
power, that their varied circumstances require shall assuredly be 'granted; so it
is written, " My God shall supply all your need, according to His riches in glory
by Christ Jesus."
" His grace shall to the end,
Stronger and brighter shine;
Nor present things nor things to come,
. Shall quench the spark divine."
But the apostle adds, '\ For this cause [in order that you may have a clearer and
more blessed insight into the things of which I have been speaking] I bow my
knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole family in
heaven arid earth is named, that He would grant you, according to the riches of
His g10ry, to be strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner man." And
so the apostle writes likewise in the first chapter of this same epistle, "Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith. in the Lord J:esus, and love unto all the
saints, cease'not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers;
that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you
the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the kno~ledge of Him" (Eph. i. 15-17),
Beloved, here is the point to which we would specially direct your attention,
namely, the apostle's direct reference to the Father, and his expressed desire
that He Himself would graciously'vouchsafe the desired mercy. As we have
before i~timatecl, here our own mind has been comforted, an,d upon these grounds
our fears and apprehensions have at least in measure been dispelled, as to an
indifference or neglect of the Son.
We have known what it was again and again to be enabled to look up, and to
call God our Father-our own God in covenant; realizing at the same time
such unspeakable comfort, such an unearthly satisfaction, such a peculiar, special,
precious joy, from the felt conviction and assurance that He was indeed our
Father; and, as a father, sensible of and alive to all our sorrows, cares, troubles,
temptations, come they from whatever source, or arise they from whatever cause,
And we have thought, too, "Can this be presumption? Can this be merely
F.F
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Is it of earth, and simply of the creature, not from heaven and of
God 7 Can I at aU times feel thus 7 Do I always know what it is to roll
myself upon Him, and to breathe out of the fulness of my heart-though it be
but in whispers-the endearing name of ' Father! Father! Yes, Thou art in
very deed my Father 7' On the contrary, have I not known tens Qf thousands
of times what it was to feel that such language would have been the very height
of presumption; that, conscious of at least heart-backslidings, there has been
such a cloud upon the mind-such a shyness-such a distance-that to approach
Him-to get near-to realize afresh His tender embraces, and hear again His
soothing love-words, was, for the time being, a felt impossibility 7"
Not only so, although there has been the personal knowledge of, and inward
satisfaction arising from, covenant immutabilities-the unchangeable love of a
covenant God and Father in Christ-there has been, at the same time, as just
intimated, on account of a felt ingratitude, or unbelief, or worldliness, or
carnality, a shyness, a hesitation, a doubting for the time being, whether one
was at liberty to say Father-whether there was a welcome in waiting for one
at the throne of grace. There has been the fear and the doubt lest the " golden
sceptre" should be held out; and, until subsequently brought up by a diversity
of exercise-it may be from the urgency of the case, or from (so to speak) the
desperation-of love, the soul co~ld not say, " I will go in- unto the King, which
is not according to the law; and if I perish, I perish." Yes, yes, the Lord's
dear people know what the cleaving, and the alluring, and the speaking to the
heart, is. They know the m_omentous distinction, in the rich experience of the
mercy, between the Lord's saying, " I will go and return to my place, till they
acknowledge theii offence, and seek my face: in their affiiction they will seek
me- early;" and His loving and generous inquiry, "What wilt thou 7 what
is thy request 7 it shall be given thee."
Reader, do you know experimentally the distinction of which we speak 7 And
do you know, upon tl}ese grounds, what it is at one time to be enabled, in sweet
childlike simplicity, to call God Father; and realize all the preciousness and the
power thereof; whereas, at other times, and for the reasons we have' assigned,
if not from absolute doubts as to the reality of the .relationship, yet from a deep
sense of sin and personal departures and defilement, you have felt, for the time
being, a trembling, and a dread, and an absolute impracticability in the attempt,
if so -be you have ventured to make that attempt 7
But with regard to the relationship, in the calm review of the whole subject,
is there nothing, beloved, to justify these feelings and this sweet· and blessed
experience of having a Father to look to and rejoice in 7 Let us, for a moment,
consider the matter. We will come to the word and to the testimony. What
read we in the 103rd Psalm 7 "Like as a lathe1' - pitieth his children, so the
Lord pitieth them that fear Him. For He knoweth our frame; He remembereth that we are dust" (Psalm ciii. 13,14). Again, " But I said, How shall I
put thee among the children, and give thee a pleasant land, a goodly heritage
of the hosts of nations 7 And I said,.Thou shalt call me, My Father; and shalt
not turn away from me" (Jer. iii. 19). Again," Look down from heaven, and
behold from the habitation of Thy holiness and of Thy glory: where is Thy
zeal and thy strength, the sounding of Thy bowels and of Thy mercies toward
me 7 are they restrained 7 Doubtless Thou art our Fathe1', though Abraham
be ignorant of us, and Israel acknowledge us not: Thou, 0 Lord, art ou'r
Father, our Redeemer; Thy name is from everlasting" (Isa. lxiii. 15, 16).
Again, "Is Ephraim my dear son? is he a pleasant child 7 for since I spake
ngainst him, I do earnestly remember him still; therefore my bowels are
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troubled for him; I will surely have mercy liP on him, saith the Lord" (Jer.
:xxxi. 20).
Then, in the New Testament'Scriptures, we have the same sweet and blessed
encouragement. When the disciples desired Jesus to teach them a prayer, even
as John taught his disciples, to whom did He teach them to direct their petitions,
and how were they to preface their requests? With" our Father!" Again,
in His memorable sermon upon the mount, how often does He make use of the
self-same endearing name. No less than twelve times is it expressed in the 6th
chapter of' Matthew; and then having so sweetly and 'graciously exhorted them
- " Ask, and it shall-be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall
be opened unto you ;" He condescendingly appeals to them, by way of argument
and illustration, " What mau is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will he
give him a stone? Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent?" He adds,
" If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how
much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that
ask Him" (Matt. vii. 9, 10, 11).
Furthermore, after His resurrection, and when conferring with Mary, what
was the love message He sent to His poor wayward disciples? -" Go to my
brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father and your Father; and
to my God and your God."
_
Oh, beloved, how unspeakably blessed is this! What marvellous grace and
what astounding love and condescension! Reader, do you realize somewhat of
the power and preciousness thereof?
But, further, with regard to this blessed relationship, and this near and
endearing claim of Father, what does the apostle say in the 8th chapter of his
epistle to the Romans? " For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are
the sons of God. For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear;
but ye have received the spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.
[Abba, my Father, '01' Abba, dear Father, as some render it]. The Spirit itself
beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: and if children,
then heir~; heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer
with Him, that we may be _also glorified together." Again," And because ye
are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying,
Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a'son; and if a son,
then an heir of God through Christ" (Gal. iv. 6, 7).
.
Again, in His parting address to His disciples, as given in the 14th chapter
of St. John's Gospel, Jesus said, " Whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that
will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask any
thing in my name, I will do it." He said also, in the same address, " Ye have
heard how I said unto you, I go away and come again unto you. If ye loved
me, ye would rejoice, because I said, I go unto the Father': for my Fath?,! is
greater than I" (John xiv. 28).
Then what does the apostle desire, in the very words before us, but that" the
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ [His Father, as well as our Father-our
Father as well as His Father] of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is
named [oh, sweet comprehensiveness; blessed bond of family relationship":""
union-identity] that HE would grant you, according to the riches of His glory;
to be strengthened with might by His Spirit in the -inner man; that Christ may
dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, may
be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and
depth, and height; and to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge,
that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God" (Eph. iii. 16-19).
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What, then, is the summing up of the matter, with regard to this simple
childlike appeal to the Father? What, but that it is one of the sweet fruits and.
blessed effects of adoption? That the very desire, and 'the occasional sweet
enabling, to look up to God, and call Him" my Father," is the blessed result and
consequence of the indwelling of the Holy Ghost. That there is, at the same
time, a secret, absolute, and effectual looking to and entire dependence upon the
Lord Jesus Christ, in His precious blood-shedding and justifying righteousness,
as the alone ground of hope and trust. Moreover, that there is that blessed
reciprocity of which tl,le Lord Christ Himself testified when, having exclaimed,
" I thank thee, 0 Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because Thou hast hid
these things from the wise' and prudent, andhast revealed them unto babes.
Even so, Father; for so it seemed good in Thy sight;" He added, "All
things are delivered tmto me of my Father; and no man knoweth the Son, but
the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to
whomsoever the Son ,will reveal Him" (Matt. xi. 25-27).
Totterdown, Bristol, sept., 1864.
THE EDITOR.

PIJEASANT ,STUDY OF A PLEASAN1' BOQK.
works of the Lord are great, and sought out of them that have pleasure
therein." So wrote one of old time; and to that sentiment surely will respond
God's people of all times. Surely, if animated by the Spirit who taught the
poet, they wiII enjoy with me those words of Cowper, where, after describing
the view which the believer takes of creation, he adds that such
" THE

" Can lift to heaven an unpresumptuous eye,
And smiling say," My Father made them all !' "
With such a feeling, the study of any branch of natural history is no idle pursuit.
How an affectionate son carefully preserves the pretty little toy which a father's
love made-a father's hand skilful to form; and how the daughter treasures
the piece of needlework wrought by the beloved mother! Ah, these might be
valueless to tne indifferent, but they are invaluable to those who cherish the
rem'embrance of that lov~ to which these seeming trifles still testify. '
And shall not this feeling prevail in larger, higher, purer degree, with reference to all the works of our great Father? Do we take the philosop·her's telescope and spirit of investigation, and, aided by these, climb in contemplation to
starry heights, and expatiate in the immeasurable fields of incomprehensible
space? How instantly we become sensible of the infinite greatness of the
Author and Ruler of all, and how we feel· our atom-like littleness! Those
bodies, so imm'ense that our minds utterly fail to grasp the idea of their size,
even though mathematical precision may furnish us with figures; those distances
which, spoken of in miles, almost surpass the power of numeration, and are
wholly beyond any representation we can make to our minds; and those periods
which, m~asured by our years, are such that the whole period of the known history of the world (its nearly six thousand years) does not seem enough to make
one" tick" for the great clock of eternity!
'
Countless bodies, extensive circuits, rapid revolutions are before us. StiIlness"or absence of motion or action, seems not to exist in the vast universe;
but all arrangements are so perfectly adjusted, that disorder can never and
nowhere be found. Collisions never occur. During the thousands of revolu-
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tions of the earth round the sun, what unfailing punctuality-the slight apparent
difference which gives us the precession of the equinoxes making only a regular
though slow progression of change, which perhaps the few letters of the alphabet
of science that we can as yet spell will not enable us fully -to comprehend.
, So exact are all these pow~rs and bodies in the universe in obeying the law~
by which their Creator has governed them, that man has been enabled to
calculate with the utmost precision various movements and appearances exte?d::ing over many. years. How strange that ever a mind thus gifted should become
so intoxicated. 01: dizzy with success as to fail to recognize the Creator in His
creation! Rather should the reflection be, that the endowing of the spirit of
man with faculties capable of attaining such knowledge, should be matter of as
great admiration as the subjects of that knowledge.
Do we return to the earth and follow the geologist ill his research? Besides
the pleasure afforded-to those niinds delighting to roam at large over wide fields
of speculation, we have unfolded pages of the history of unknown ages; and,
imperfectly as we can decipher the c1)aracters, we trace a gigantic flora, and a
colossal zoology, -which seem to reduce us to pigl)ly proportions.
We examine the numerous strata of which the surface of the earth is built;
or rather, perhaps, of which the crust is composed. We find both regularity
and regular irregularity. In'this book of science we feel that we have, as yet,
scarcely learned how to put two letters together; and Of igneous arid aqueous
origins we as yet know next akin to nothing. Bat, related to these, what sublimities does the western world display to us. The snow-capped Andes, with
volcanoes active or extinct; the rapidl rllshing, roaring rainbow-crowned
Niagara; the mammoth cave, with its miles of subterranean paths; its lengthy
corridors, its lofty. domes, its starry roofed chambers! 'its silent, waveless,
limpid river, with its eyeless fish; the awful fathomless depths, and yet unexplored paths of wonder and ~eauty ;-who can contemplate all these and
remain unmoved?
I cannot but regard it as one of the many proofs of the- kindness of providential arrangements, that some are endued with so enterprising a spirit and
insatiable desire to explore the wonders of nature, that they are impelled to take
adventurous and oftentimes perilous journeys; and then, having communicative disposition, are led on to publish the results to the world. By this, many
who are prevented from like expeditions by delicacy of constitution, narrow
means, or countless hindering circumstances, yet who have capacity of mind to
desire and appreciate all these researches, may have the delight of travelling by
deputy. Closing their eyes t~ the present, aided by the vivid descriptions of
intelligent travellers, they may call up and almost realize scenes of the far
distant. There may pass before the mental vision panoramic views of interest,
grandeur,magnificence, and wild sublimity.
Can we wonder that the chemist almost loses himself in the absorbing interest
of his pursuit? By his analyses what results are arrived at as consequenc~s Qf
union and separation, composing and decomposing. In crystallography, assisted
by the microscope, the student has a world of beautiful forms to delight his. eye.
In botany and zoology we have the pleasure of inexhaustible variety: a
certain degree of likeness in vegetable and animal life- and organization', and yet
so marked differences; in both how wonderful the contrivances, more or less
complicated, for the supply of air and life-sustaining fluids.
1!'0r myself, a chief delight is the history of. the animal world. Beyond their
cunous structure, always exactly adapted: to their position and mode of life, how
entertaining to consider their habits. Reflect on their skill in architect!lre-the -
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beaver constructing his mole; birds building their nests in so many different
ways; the bee shaping the curious cell so as to make the most of space, with
the least possible waste of room. Then what admirable proofs of foresight in
providing for dangers and emergencies, as well as wants. All these exhibitions
of instinctive skill are marvels to be explained only by remembering that He
who furnished man with a mind capable of improvement, gave to inferior creatures at once the knowledge they needed in their several situations, so exactly
proportioning the supply to the want that no improvement is required or could
be suggested.
The pen may grow weary with relating, whe.re the mind is not weary with
reviewing, all these instances of the Creator's wisdom and bounty.
It was a prominent thought with Palissy-one, too, well brought out in the life
of that good man, as published by the Religious Tract Society-" Great is the
pleasure of studying nature as the handiwork of the Lord, beholding and uttering His praise therein." If it were for that alone, I should be glad to ,see the
" Life of Palissy " in the hands of every young friend especially.
Even in this natural science, while we wonder and admire, Wl) see very much
beyond 'our present comprehension-many things for which we cannot find the
why. How much more, then, may we expect to find them, in that higher and
holier revelation of the things of the Sl)irit. Surely, then, it becomes us to sit at
the footstool of God as humble, grateful, loving, and obedient children, meekly
learning all that He is pleased to teach, and contented to leave in trust with
Him all that He is pleased to conceal. Then shall we peruse with ever fresh,
wholesome, and life-cheering pleasure the two great volumes of God's book,Nature and Scripture.
ETA.
Bristol.

THOUGHTS IN A GRAVEYARD.
HAVING half-an-hour to spare, whilst on a short visit to a neighbouring city, \I'e
thought we should like to see again the grave of a beloved friend. Seven years
had passed since we had last seen ,it, and the aspect of the place' was, in some
respects, so changed, that though w~ sought diligently, and inquired anxiously
of those connected with the place, for the grave-in question, we were unsuccessful. Thought we, "Ah, there is One 'who marks the place; One whose eye is
l)erpetuallyon it; Olle to whom the contents of that tomb are unspeakably dear.
He will not overlook nor can He forget those mouldering relics, for they are
united to Himsel~. That lifeless body,-now rapidly decaying, and again assimilating itself to its kindred dust, is purchased by His death-not' redeemed with
corruptible things as silver and gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of
a Lamb without blemish and without spot.' He watches over it: Whoso
toucheth it toucheth the apple of His eye. It shall sleep on there in perfect peace
and safety, until the resurrection morn, -and then, at sound of the archangel's
trump, shall rise in ..His own image, to be reunited- to its ransomed spirit, and,
body and soul then glorified together, shall bask in the. unclouded sunshine of
His presence th.rough the blissful ages of vast eternity."
"My flesh shall slumber in the ground,
Till the archangel's trump shall sound;
Then burst my bonds with sweet surprise,
And in my Saviour's image rise."
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WAYSIDE NOTES.
(PENCILLED DURING A TOUR UP THE RHINE.)

Monday, July 18, '1864.-0h, how soon, very soon, is the mind dr~wn off
from Christ, and the things that pertain to our eternal welfare! How easily
does any earthly.object absorb the attention, and bring dearth into the soul.
We have felt this in the care attendant upon preparation for our journey. And
yet, with all this, the Christian can say the under-current of desire is ever after
Christ, and, wherever he may go, no spot on earth is anything without Him.
Dear Lord, enable us now, in starting upon our tour, to feel the comfort of those
words, so precious to us this morning, "For the Lor.d will go before you, and the
God of Israel will be your rereward " (Isaiah )ii. 12). Before parting with our
dear ones;-read to them the closing verses of the 13th of Hebrews, especially
dwelling upon the 20th and 21st verses: "Now the God of peace, that brought
again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through
the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect,in every good work to do
His will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in His sight, through Jesus
Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen." Dear Lord; take care of
them during our absence. We commit them into thy Fatherly care and keeping.
At Manningtree, passed a heap of broken fragments of a train, which, a day'
or. two since, had run off the line, and become precipitated over the embankment, killing the guard, and injuring a number of passengers. Dear Lord, how
gracious Thou hast been to us ! We have travelled times without number, and
yet been preserved; no harm has been suffered to befal us. We would 'keep
alive to Thy goodness, and never cease to adore Thee. Nine o'clock, p.m.,
went on board thj;l steam-ship at Harwich. Dear wife fearful, yet comforted,
with the prom,ise vouchsafed; " The Lord will go before you." A very, anxious
passage across; instead of being eight hours, we were seventeen, five of which
we were beating about outside a dangerous bar that stretches itself across the
entrance of the river Maas. At midnight, in our berth, read the 121st Psalm.
The 3rd and 8th verses seemed peculiarly precious: "He will not suffer thy
foot to be moved: He that keepeth thee will not slumber.. The Lord shall
preserve thy going out and thy coming in from this time forth, and even for
evermore." 1\fter many tremblings, the Ldrd proving better to us than them
,all, we arrived at the Hotel des Bains Bompjees (i. e" little trees), Rotterdam)
After a rest, walked with an interpreter about the interesting oldtow~. Passing
the fine bronze statue of Erasmus in the Groote Maarkt, wended our way
through narrow streets to the Bible dep6t of the British and Foreign Bible
Society. With a letter of introduction kiudly furnished by the Rev. W. P.
Tiddy, of Camberwell, we went iu. Van Dorp, the colporteur, was from home,
but I had the following conversation with his Dutch wife, through the interpreter :-" Do you love Jesus?" An animated smile of joy answered the
question. " Then we are one in Christ-unknown but well known." Again
did that countenance bespeak a hallowed assent. "Then, if we never meet in
the flesh, we ;;haIl meiJt above," pointing upwards. "Oh, yah! yah I" with
another sweet smile of consent. We felt that we were talking. to a sister in
Christ, and should meet where all will talk one language: ' We left, with an
arrangement for Van Dorp to visit us at the hotel next morning, which he did,
and we were rejoiced to hear ,of his work for the Lord among the Dutch people.
Wednesday,20th.-Travelled from Rotterdam to Cologne, passing through
.Utrecht, Emmerich, Dusseldorf, and other interesting places. And now the
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Christian traveller must be struck with the unmistakable signs of Antichrist
,,,hich abound on the right hand and on the left. At every station he will see
cadaverous-looking priests, in long, flowing black coats, and frequently he will
have one of these emissaries of Rome as his travelling companion-so that he
feels he must beware how he acts and talks. Altogether, he will become pain- fully aware that he is in a popish country. Emlllerich being the first Prussian
town on the right bank of the Rhine, passports are vise here, and lllggage
examined. We arrived late in the eve at Deutz, on the opposite side,to Cologne,
and proceeded across the bridge of boats to that firie city. The effect from this
bridge was singularly beautiful ;. thousands of lights were reflected in the flowing
Rhine,. and the city itself seemed "like a vast illumination. We arrived at our
110tel thoroughly weary, and after refreshment and prayer, retked-not to rest,
for this seemed impossible in continental beds..
Thursday, 21st.-After breakfas~ walked to the magnificent cathedral of
Cologne. Hundreds of dirty school children were entering one of its splendid
portals. This cathedral was destined to be the noblest specimen of Gothic
architecture in Europe; but, although commenced in 1248, it remains unfinished, .for want of funds. Still, the interior, with its hundreds of columns
sllppo,rting the frescoed roof, has a grand and gorgeous effect; When we walked
up the splendid n~ve, we found numbers of carpenters and decorators at work,
and, in answer to oUr inquiries, were told that they were ,preparing for "the
grand festi'Cal of the Three Kings." The fact is, that behind the high altar of
this cathedral is the celebrated Chapel of the Three Kings; for, as the Jesuits
tell you, therein are deposited the skulls of the magi who came from the East
with their presents for the infant Saviour. Their skulls, inscribed with their
names, Jasper, Melchior, and Belthazar, written in rubies, are exhibited in view
through an opening in the shrine, crowned with diadems-a ghastly contrast
indeed! These skulls, with the records of the kings, were to be brought out,
and, with great pomp, paraded through the streets of Cologne. A person at our
hotel inquired whether we were not going to remain in Cologne to witness this
grand festival of the three kings. I said to him, 'f What kings?" He responded,
in broken English, " Why, the three kings." I asked, " Are you a Catholic?"
He said, " Oh, yes! " "Then," I resumed, "tell me what three kings' skulls
you are going to worship? " He could not. No; it is sufficient with these
poor deluded creatures if the priests make a great parade and show: they put
implicit confidence in their priests, without knowing the purport of their wily
movements. Although we did not $tay to witness this mockery, we saw enough
in connection therewith greatly to pain us; for, from an early hour the following Sabbath morning at Bonn, continuous processions of countrywomen, following
priests with raised cl11cifixes, muttering their Paternosters and Ave Marias at
the beck of the priests, passed our windows on their way to a shrine at Godesberg. We are told that for such festive occasions these Ave Maria~ are
divided into decades, representing the principal mysteries of the life of our
Saviour or of His blessed Mother, as a matter of meditation whereon the mind is
to exercise itself whiJst at prayer; and the method consists in raising corre·
sponding affections in the will during the recital of each decade; and so these
poor things strive to work themselves up into a devotional spirit. Oh, how the
heart sickens at the exhibition of·the deceptions and doings of" the great whore
that sitteth upon many waters." To witness her subtlety and abominations
would indeed cast down the spirit of the child of God, but for such prophecies and
promises as these; "Though Babylon should mount up to heaven, and though
she should fortify the height of her,strength, yetfroDl me shall the spoilers come,
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saith the Lord" (Jer. E, 53); " The. word of the Lord shall be fulfilled" (Rev.
xvii. 17); "The Lamb shall overcome them" (Rev. xvii. 14).
We gladly turn away from popish mummeries, and from the grand cathedral
of Cologne, and wend our way to the Bible Society Dep6t. Here again, through
the kindness of Mr. Tiddy, we were welcomed, and while waiting amidst piles of
Bibles for M. Kryzer, we felt at least in a more congenial atmosphere. But,
upon looking into these Bibles, and finding them printed in languages unknown,
never did I feel the force of that expression so much, " a dead letter;" and that
just as those Bibles were perfectly unintelligible to me, so is the word of God, un·
clothed by the Spirit of God, to every unregenerate sinner" a' dead letter." What
a mercy:to have been " ma~e alive" by the Spirit of the w:ord, the Holy Ghost.
Obtaining an introduction to M. Hieronimus, that Christian gentleman
courteously conducted us over the printing establishmenf, showing us a fac-simile
of the beautiful German Bible presented to Her Royal Highness the Princess of
Wales. It was ,gratifying to learn, in the midst of the popish superstition
abounding, that a real work for God was going on, and that the issues of the
Scriptures from this establishment had increased by more than 30,000 copies
during the past year, the aetual circulation of German, Dutgll, a,nd Swedish
Bibles having amounted to 86,488, and the issue to other depots to 39,463,
making a total of 125,951 issues during the past ye;1l'. May God the Spirit
accompany t~e Word circulated with His power, baffling thereby the work of'
Antichrist, and saving precious souls!
From Cologne we proceeded by steamer to Bonn, which as we approached,
the summits of the famous Siebengeberge (i.,e., seven mountains) rose gradually to
view. "This is the entrance into the' Paradise of Gerniany,' as that portion of
the Rhine is called between Bonn and Mayence." Having an introduction to
Dr. Graham, the minister of the Scotch Church at Bonn, we found out this dear
man of God, and shall not easily forget his hearty welcome in the name of the
Lord to a company of strangers; it was an exhibition of the language of the
Psalmist, " Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord" (Psalm cxviii.
26). Through Dr. Graham's assistance, we now obtained comfortable apart.
ments in the Coblentzer Strasse, and felt to have more of a home than we had
done since leaving happy England. What a sweet word is that word home!
Friday, 21st.-Walke,d about Bonn. Saw the bronze statue of Beethoven,
erected in 1845, in the Munster Platz.
Saturday, 22nd.-Went over the academical Hall at Bonn, decorated with
modern frescoes, painted under the direction of Comelius by his pupils. In the
evening, joined Dr. Graham and a party of seventeen in a trip across the Rhine.
It was a lovely evening, and we wended our way through nut and vine-fields;
but; alas.! by the roadside, and in almost every nook and corner, the traveller
meets with pictures and carvings of t1J.e Virgin' Mary holding the infant Jesus in
her arms, and many are the poor deluded creatures who. cross themselves and
mutter their Ave Marias before such shrines. At the top of a hill commanding
an extensive view of the Rhine, we came to a. restaurant, where is to be had.
delicious coffee and dickie (i. e., thick) milk. Afterwards, left the party and
strolled into a miserable Catholic church, and saw therejn a poor-little boy con·
fessing to a priest, who was leaning back in the confessional with a handkerchief
over his face. Kneeling down by the side of his" ghostly father," the little
fellow is made to cross himself in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost, and then has to ask the priest's blessing in these words: '
" Pray, father, give me your blessing, for I have sinned." After this, he has
to accuse himself of his sins, adding, after each sin, .the number of times he has
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committed it, most humbly asking pardon of God, and penance and absolution of
his ghostly father. About a dozen more little boys were waiting also to pass
through this ordeal, and all this in the face of God's emphatic command, " My
son, give, I pray thee, glory to the Lord God of Israel, arid make confession
untp Him." I came out of this place pained and grieved at heart.
I
Sunday, 24th.-This was a day of sweet refreshing of soul. Dr. Graham
preached a Christ-honouring sermon from these words: "Ye are_ of God, little
children, and have overcome them: because greater is He that is in you,than
he that is in the world" (1 John iv. 4).
Monday, 25th.-Went by steamer to Rollandseck, then across the Rhine to
Konigswinter, and up the far-famed Drachenfels. Resting on the summit of the
mountain path, a most beautiful view burst upon us. The land is parcelled out
into innumerable sections 'of about half an acre each, so that at a great height
the outstretched country looks like the most beautiful mosaic-work. conceivable.
It was while resting upon this lovely spot the following verses broke in upon
my spirit, causing a thrill of joy not easily described : " As when the weary trav'ler gains
The height of some o'erlooking hill,
His heart revives if 'cross the plains
He eyes his home, then distant still.

(

" , 'Tis there,' he says, 'I am to dwell
With Jesus, in the realms of day;
Then shall I bid my cares farewell,
And He shall wipe my tears away.)'

Tuesday, 26th.-Went to the Castle of Godesberg-a fine old castle, commanding beautiful views of the Rhine. Tn ascending, we came upon a rude
sepulchre; and, looking through the iron bars, traced in the gloom of the interior a plaster representation of our Saviour's body, with an angel at the head
and another at the foot. It was truly shocking to look into that wretched.'""
cavern. Upon coming down, went into the church, and saw a priest being
decked in a flimsy lace robe, and then go to the altar and baptize an infant.
Outside the church was a large crucifix, with its outstretched figure depicting a
suffering Saviour, very painful to look at.
Wednesday, 27th.-Went by steamer up the Rhine to Coblentz, a strongly
fortified town, and the capital of Rhenish Prussia. It occupies a large triangle,
formed by the influx of the Moselle into the Rhine. Crossing the bridge of boats,
we came to the foot of the rocky fortress of ~hrenbreitstein, and, having obtained an order, toiled up to the summit. The view from here is very fine,
extending as far as the mountains of Lorraine. A Prussian soldier who aceom·
. panied us, pointing to a stone seat, told us that some years ago Queen Victor~
had ascended the fortress at early.dawn, in order to see the ,sun rise, and had
breakfast while seated there. We 11ad, therefore, the honour of sitting where
our beloved Queen had sat, and we thought of that passage, "I the Lord have
strength. By me kings reign, and princes decree justice. My fruit is better than
gold, yea, than fine gold, and my revenue than choice silver" (Prov. viii.1B-I9-).
Returning by steamboat to Bonn, we had two monks as travelling companions.
They Were dressed in coarse brown cloaks and hoods, and had bare feet. When
. they parted with some priests, they kissed each on the cheek.
Thursday, 28th.-Had a sweet season of refkction while sitting on the banks
of the Rhine, looking across to the Siebengeberge (seven mountains) melting into
airy distance, and felt the force of those well-known words"In every object here I see
Something, 0 Lord, that leads to Thee l
Firm as the rocks Thy promise stands,
Thy mercies countless as the sands;
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Thy love a sea immensely wide;
Thy grace an ever-flowing tide."

Friday, '29th.-By steamer from Bonn to Biebrich. The 'scenery beyond
Coblentz is grand and beautiful. Truly do "turreted towns, castellated ruins,
and vine-terraced hills, succeed each other in picturesque profusion." We were
much struck, too, with the extraordinary rafts on the Rhine, which are, in fact,
vast floating islands of timber, the produce of forests on the banks of the river,
hurled down in single logs, and accumulated till they become six or seven hundred
feet in length, when they are fastened together and floated on the stream. We
were told that at St. Goal' there are very dangerous rapids, and sometimes these
rafts are drawn under the water several feet, which has resulted in many a poor
fellow meeting with a watery grave. We thought, oh what numbers are standing upon slippery rafts, and being carried down the rapids of time to certain
destruction. What a mercy to be on the Rock, on a safe footing, where we can
say, come what will, " I shall not be greatly moved." The shades of evening
drew over the beautiful landscape as we neared Biebrich, and caught the first
glance of the summer palace of the Duke of Nassau. From thence we proceeded
by omnibus to Wiesbaden-certainly a singularly interesting German watering'place. Arriving late, we were much struck with the beautiful ·effect produced
by the fountains in the centre of the Kursaal being lit up with gas. And yet,
alas! in this great colonnade, with its hundreds of orange-trees sending forth their
fragrant perfume, are situated those splendid gambling-rooms which lead to the
ruin of so many men of the world. It being a sultry evening, the win.dows of one
of these magnificent halls were open, so that we could see a gay circle, composed
of old and young, surrounding a perfectly smooth table covered with rich green
clotb, and playing, we presume, at billiards. It was terrible to watch their
eager countenances, especially that of an aged lady, playiug with pitiable zeal,
and doubtless staking thousands of pounds. Oh, the misery that must attend
such a course of sin. A gentleman in the train told us that, last year, when he was staying at tbe Four Seasons Hotel, in tbe Kursaal, an American gentleman,
baving lost bis all in one of tbose gambling rooms, returned to the botel and
shot himself in bis bed-room; adding that this is nothing uncommon. Ah,
truly is "the snare laid for the wicked, and a trap for him in the way: terrors
shall make him afraid on .every side;" "His end is destruction."
Saturday, BOth.-Got up at an early hour, and witnessed the novel sight of
,bundreds of well dressed persons and invalids wending their way to the Kochbrunen (boiling spring), and having been supplied with a glass cup of this mineral
water, they walked up and down a shady colonnade sipping it. This water is
said to be a cure for the pains of tormenting gout and rheumatism. Oh; how we
thought of our dear Redeemer at the well of Samaria, and of His gracious
words-" If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, give
me to drink, thou wouldest bave asked of Him, and He woufd bave given thee
living water." Ah, beloved, you and I know of a spring that will cure a sinsick soul; and is far more efficacious than the waters of Kockbrunen•. Returned
to Biebrich, and down the Rhine again to Bonn.
Sunday, Blst.-Glad of a quiet Sabbath day. Dr. Graham preached a very
precious sermon from John xvii. 22, " And the glory which Thou gavest me I
have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one;" developing t!le
comforting fact tbat the glory given to Christ by the Eternal Father, Jesus will
share with His saints.
Monday, August lst.-Repaired to the prayer meeting in the vestry at
Dr. Graham's; and, being called on to address the meeting, spoke upon the
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subject of repentance. It was a memorable seasori; and, as it was a parting
time, one not easily forgotten. Farewell, little group of heaven-bound Christians.
. Thou hast a green pasture here in the midst of the wild thorns of Popery. May
the Lord the Spirit cheer and comfort you. We now go different ways across
the sea of life; but we shall meet at the same haven of happy rest. Farewell.
Tuesday, 2nd.-Travelled from Bonn to Rotterdam; and at night by steamship to Harwich.
Wednesday, 3rd.-Home, through mercy. How soon periods of time pass
away. Our trip is over, and we get again into the regular tread of every-day
life. And now the wayfarer looks back upon his journeyings with adoring
gratitude and deep thankfulness to God for preserving mercy by sea and by land.
He was much touched upon his return by laying his hand upon the following
simple yet heartfelt prayer written by one of his domestics-" 0 holy and most
merciful Father, wilt Thou be pleased to protect my dear master and mistress
across the wide ocean, and bring them home in ~afety to their dear children, for their
lives are of great value. And, 0 gracious God, wilt Thou be pleased to keep us
from all danger; and these things we ask for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen." The
pr3.¥ers of that humble one have been heard and answered. To the Lord God
of our salvation be all the praise.
In conclusion, beloved, we can only say these notes were merely intended for
private reference; but, thinking some of the Lord's people might be interested
in perusing them, we have thrown open our" Wayside Note Book." Andnow
• viewing the privileges of our own happy land, in contrast with'the spiritual dark·
ness which pervades the Popish lands passed through, we must indeed exclaim,
" Our lines are fallen unto us in pleasant places, we have a goodly heritage."
"There is a spot of earth supremely blest,
A dearer sweeter spot than all the rest;
o thou shalt find, howe'er thy footsteps roam,
• That land thy country, und that spot thy home."
Bury St. Edmunds.

G. C.

CRIES FROM THE DEPTHS AND ANSWERS OF PEAOE.
On, how my heart sinks.! Notwitbstanding the sweet season I realized and tbe
communion I had, yet, now, alas! how little faith .haye I in exercise. It was
impossible for me to be happier than I was-wrappe~ up, !!-s it were, in the
Lord's embrace-yet now I am unable to trust Him in the leastwise. The
past seems no help for the present. Lord, Lord, do Thou help me. Let me
know afresh the bl1lssedness of the word, "I sought the Lord, ~nd He heard me)
and delivered me from all my fears." How strong a proof is my present state
of mind of the utter helplessness of poor human nature. Lord, help me, and
give me hereafter to praise Thee. In spite, 0 Lord, of my own utter unworthi·'
ness-and Thou knowest alone, 0 Lord, how great that unworthiness is~I
implore Thy help this day. Oh, be Thou my strong Deliverer-yea, my
Comforter as well as my Upholder. I have been reminding Thee this day, that,
sinner as I am, Thou hast never had ought to do with any hut sinners. Adam
was a sinner, and Abraham, and Moses, and Joshua, and David, and Daniel,
and Peter, and Paul. All these were sinners" and great sinners too. And I am
a sinner; aye, the greatest of sinners. Blit, dearest Immanuel, what does Thy
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blood do but atone for and cleanse the greatest of sinners, even such as I? Oh,
I would plead that blood-that precious blood-it cleanseth from all sin.
Surely, then, it can meet MY case; sinner as I am-and unbelieving, thankless,
and thoughtless though I am. 0 Lord, come to me, and strengthen me, and
cheer me, I pray Thee, this day; and 'give me renewed cause to bless and praise
*
and magnify Thy great and holy name. Amen, amen.
And, blessed be His adorable. name, He did hear, and He did help and
strengthen and deliver, but it was in His own time and in His own way; not in my
time nor in my way. It was indeed such a verification of the promis~, " When
thou passest through the waters I will be with thee, and through the rivers they
shall not overflow thee; when thou passest through the fire thou shalt not be
burned, neither .shall the flames kindle upon thee." The Lord would have His
own way, and He would bring His timid, trembling servant to the "when"
spoken of in the text, and then, oh, how sweetly and how blessedly did He
commune with his spirit. It was a' very heaven on earth. It was a being
caught up on high. It was the blessed realization of the statement, "His left
hand was under my head, and His right hand doth embrace me." The sweet·
ness was unspeakable, the blessedness divine. It was indeed the fulfilment o~.
another sweet ~ord of my most adorable Lord, "I will allure her, aud bring
her into the wildemess, and speak comlortably unto her "-(mamin, speak to
her heart). Yes, it was a speaking to the heart indeed. Sleep was gone from
me, and I felt compelled to rise and contemplate my God and Lord in His
handiwork. I was pen)1itted to think of Him as "holding the winds in. His
fists, and measuring the waters in the hollow of His hand." How beautiful
became the expression of the Psalmist, " They that go down to the sea in ships,
that do business in great waters'; these see the works of the Lord, and His
wonders in the deep. For He commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind, which
lifteth up the waves thereof. They mount up to the heaven, they go down
again to the depths: their soul is melted because of trouble. They reel to andfro, and stagger like a drunken man, and are at their wits'· end. Then they
cry unto the Lord in their trouble, and He bringeth them out of their distresses.
He maketh the stprm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still. Then are
they glad because they be quiet; so He bringeth them unto their desired haven.
Oh that men would praise the Lord for His goodness, and for His wonderful
works to the children of men" (Psalm cvii. 23-31).· Yes, I did from my
heart desire, that men would "praise the Lord for His goodness, and for His,
wonderful works to the children of men." I felt the truth of Dr. Watts' words,

*

*

" If the whole earth the Saviour knew,
Sure the whole earth would love Him too."

Ah, if they did but know my Lord ; -Had they but a little insight into His
condescension-His pitifulness and compassion ;-Did they bnt experience somewhat of His tenderness 'and His kindly interest in one's little, trivial, mean
affairs; stooping so low, condescending so greatly, interesting Himself in matters
so minute,-matters which npon the face of them appear so infinitely beneath
His notice: oh, did but the enemies of my Lord know this-fE!el this-realize
this, methinks to what very different' conclusions would they come. What a
very different estimate of His Person and character would they form. Yea, I
feel that such, under the precious power and promptings of tue Spirit, -would
speedily put many of ns who have long professed to know and love Him, to the
blush, as we saw them stand forth. in bold and unflinching advocacy of Himself
and His truth. Sure! am that if it pleased J ehovah to touch the veriest rebel's
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heart, in the way and manner He touched the heart of a Saul of Tarsus, He
would so mould and mellow that rebel as to transform him instantaneously from
the greatest enemy into the most fearless and devoted advocate of Himself and
His cause. Again would that glorious state of things come to pass of which the
apostle speaks in the first chapter of his epistle to the Galatians, " But they had
hea~d only, That he which persecuted us in times past now preacheth the faith
which once he destroyed. And they glorified God in me." Oh, how the experience of His goodness and mercy does make me at times long to be " delivered
from the burden of the flesh," so that I may praise Him as I would praise Him;
-and yet methinks I shall never be able, even in eternity, to do this to the full
extent of my desire. I apprehend that even in glory I shall not have the ability
to praise Him as I would for all He had been tQ me, and had done for me, in
the wilderness. Surely none ever had to draw more largely-if so largelyupon His patience and His forbearance and His bounty, as I have had occasion
to do. Few can conceive-none can fully know-" how much I owe my Lord."
Did others know where He met me-how He subdued me-with what He had
to contend in me-and in what way, and to what extent He has borne with my
manners in the wilderness; sure I am that it would then be seen that the vilest
rebels on earth need not despair; for the blood that cleansed me could cleanse
them; the grace that sub€lued me could subdue them; the love that affected my
heart could affect theirs " the power that upheld me could uphold them also; the
mercy that gave me a little insight into the fulness of that truth, "Is anything
too hard for the Lord 7" could give them a personal and heartfelt acquaintance
with the self-same truth likewise.
Oh, that God the Holy Ghost would so order and so overrule His merciful
dealings with and gracious teachings of me in some little measure and degree to
the self.same end as that of which the apostle speaks in his first epistle to
Timothy, " And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that
He counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry; who was before a .blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained'mercy, because I did it
ignorantly in unbelief. And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with
faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. This is a faithful saying, and worthy of
all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I
am chief. Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me .first Jesus
CMist might shew forth all longsuffering, for a pattem to them which should
hereafter believe on Him to life everlasting."
If these lines should fall under the eye of any poor thoughtless sinner, I would
sum up all I would say to him 'in the words of the prophet, as speaking on
behalf of his Lord and Master, "Is it nothiQg to you, all ye tbat pass by 7
beholp, and see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow, which is done unto
me, wherewith the Lord hath affiicted me in the day of His fierce anger.'"
"When strangers stand and hear me tell,
What_beauties in my Saviour dwell;
Where He is gone they fain would know,
That tliey may seek and lov~ Him too.
" My best Beloved keeps His throne,
On hills of light, in worlds unknown;
But He descends and shows His face,
In the young gardens of His grace."
D. A. D.
The wintry state of our souls arises from our distance from the Sun of
Righteousness.-Rev. W. Borrows.
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tpis heading, we have given a second paper in our broadsheet, Old
Jonath(ln, for the present month, which we beg to commenq to our readers,
hoping they will feel interested in the perusal. Our remarks there are more descriptive-here they will be more reflective.
In our last we took our farewell of Bonmahon on paper; but, when we came
to do so in fact, it was l!: spectacle which we shall not easily forget. The large
and interesting group that surrounded the car, as we drove off fr~~the scene
of our many years' labour, is vividly impressed npon the mind. A parishioner
shortly after stopped the car, to shake us by the hand, and with tearful eye bid
us (as we conceived and said) a last farewell. He felt it was not at all probable
that we should meet again in this world. May we, through the precious bloodshedding of Immanuel, meet where parting is unlmown. Again we made a halt
in. the village to bid a long adieu to another of our former congregation, who
was fast passing away in consumption. He since has gone, we trust, to his
eternal rest. The blood of Jesus we commended to him; upon that blood, we
trust, he simply relied. Our immediate successor at Bonmahon (the Rev. Mr.
L--) has likewise since died. This adds another to the list of departed
clergymen to which ;we alluded in our last. -Oh, how strikingly do these facts
endorse with" Vanity of vanities" everything of earth.
It was a lovely afternoon as we took our departure from Bonmahon. As ~he
sun shone out clearly, never did that sea look more beautiful or sparkle more
brilliantly. Never did the bold cliffs, the prominent headlands, and the long
range of Comeragh mountains, look more majestic. As we journeyed on towards
the village of Annestown, every foot of the road would serve to bring back most
vividly former l}nd now long-gone-by associations. Under what varied exercises
had we trod or driven that self-same road; either coming to or retiring from
the church or the village-about to carry the message of salvation to tIre congregation, or returning sometimes in great heaviness of heart, with a "Who hath
believed our report? " * At other times, whilst for a Season resident in the little
P'NDER

* It has not nnfrequently been a subject the which we could not fathom, that when,
pel'haps, we had ministered to our own congregation at Bonmahon of a forenoon, we
returned to the village of Annestown (where we for a time resided) with deep sorrow of
heart. The word had seemed to rebound, and fall back with heaviness upon the spirit,
causing us, as we returned home, to exclaim, "Who hath believed our report?" \, Ah,
J"ord," say they, "doth he· not speak parables?" Immediately afterwards, probably, we
have had to take the service in the little church at Annestown, and there we have spoken
with the utmost freedom and sweetest liberty. This was, for a season, quite unaccounto.ble
to us; yet it served to give an insight into Divine Sovereignty. Perhaps the exercises to
which we have alluded may in part be accounted for, on the ground that there were one or
two prominent characters in our little congregation at Bonmahon who were hostile to the
truth, and ever seeking to seize upon expressions, and "make a man an offender for a
word." Moreover, when we first went to Bonmahon, the majority of our hearers were
Wesleyan Methodists, while our testimony was well known to be thoroughly Calvinistic.
We were not a little struck, during our recent tour, to find that an effort had been made
to ~enew the attendance of the Wesleyan preacher, who, at 01).1' first appointment to the
pansh, regularly attended there. But such efforts were discouraged by the very persons
who had formerly received them. They had been blessed and profited in the services at
the churc,h, and th~y eXI?ressed t~em~elves as having no desire for change. One) too, connected WIth the mme~ 10 the dlstnct, had resolved to endeavour to get up a Methodist
chapel. He had prevIOusly encouraged the turning of a neighbouring building, formerly·
erected for a Temperance Hall, into a Roman Catholic chapel; but, about the time of a
GG
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called on one's way thither, to encounter the raging storm or the fearful
tempest. That sea, not, so calm, and lake-like, then rolling in with terrific
violence, and almost enveloping one with its scattering spray. How like the
mind in its turbulence! Scarcely a creature to be seen for miles together. How
often, under former circumstances, did one ask one's-self, whe'ther it was really
by the good hand of one's God we had been directed thither, especially when
called to encounter all the dangers connected with the rebel-scenes of 1848.
We had driven along' that coast-road on one occasion at night-fall, when, within
the space of a few minutes, upwards of thirty signal fires had sprang up on the
Mighbouring hills. In the next village, that most exciting night, spoken of in
this Magazine at the time, had been passed, when every Protestant had been
threatened with being massacred. The sea, too, reminded one of sundry sights
in regard to ships in jeopardy and shipwrecked mariners. The reader can easily
imagine what numberless scenes and associations must have presented themselves
to the mind, in connexion with a locality where nearly eleven years of one's life
had been passed. The same sea, the same cliffs, the same mountains, the same
hills, the same roads, the same fieLds, the same houses, but not the same' faces.
The children had become men and women, but their countenances so changed as
not to be recognized; the middle-aged had now advanced to hoary hairs; the
former venerable were now no more 1 All that had heretofore bespoke health
and activity had undergone change 'or death. "Here we have no continuing
city," was stampe(fupon the creature. One could but see, feel, and acknowledge
it. But, amid all that was ,otberwise humbling and depressing, there was the
recognition of, and the rejoicing in, the changeless character of our God! Oh, how
beautifuUy and how gratefuUy, in contrast with the ever-varying scenes anq circumstances around, did His love, and His mercy, and His grace, and His condescension, and His power, and aU-sufficiency appear! Such a God! so kind!
so tender! so loving 1 EO faithful! Yes, His faithfulness-His unchangeableness, did stand out so beautifully and so blessedly! One's own God in covenant!
one's Father, Friend,and Portion-unchangeable, unalienable, everlasting! All
around, beneath, above seemed to stamp w'ith a precious truthfulness the
words-"This God is the God we adore,
Our fail hrul, unchangeable Friend;
Whose love is as large as His power,
And peither knows measurcnor end.

general strike among the miners, he was removed. 'Vhen we left the place, there was
'every human, probability of his ending his 'days in that locality; but God had otherwise
appointed. He was a man much to be liked in many respects, but his conniving at Popery,
and seeking (as we, have said) to further the wishes of the priests with regard to a place
for their worship, God discountenanced; and he was none the better, even.in a temporal
point of view (hut far, far worse), for not boldly resisting what he kuew in his conscience
was wrong. "Seek, ye .first .the kingdom of God, and His righteousness," said our dear
and blessed Lord, in the days of His flesh, "and all these things shall be added '1nto you."
"He that honoureth me I will houour, whilst he that despiseth me shall be lightly
esteemed." Another proof of the attachment of our late beloved parishioners to the services at Monksland Church we bad from the riear'brotherwbo Jlowlabours there. We had
introdueed, some years ago, a hymn-book which we had heen requested to edit for a hrotb~r
clergyman., 'When the supply of these hym,!, books was cxbausted, the greatest pmsible
anxiety on the part of the people was manifested lest a renewed supply should not be
obtained. We need searcely say that the bymns contained in that hook are in strict con'
formity with the 'J'hirty-nine Articles 'of the Church of EnglanJ.

I

C:,

,

J

\
.
\

October 1, 1S64. j

451

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

" Tis Jesus, the first and the last,
Whose Spirit must guide us safe home;
We'll praise Him for all that is past,
And trust Him for all that's to come,"
~nd again-

"Kind A.uthor and Ground of my hope,
Thee, Thee for my God I avow;
My gla.d Ehenezers set up, ,
A.nd own Thou hast helped me till now.
"I muse on the years that are past,
Wherein my defence Thou hast prov'd ;
Nor wilt Thou abandon at last
A sinner so signally lov'd."

Passing through the picturesque and prettily-kept village of Annestown, again
were we forcibly reminded of man's mortality: The village might well be called
the pet-place of its former owner, so great was the interest he took in it. But
he, in common with numberless others, had been called to succumb to t11e last
enemy. He had died;and of necessity left, all behind him. Another three-quart.ers
-of an hour's drive brought us to Tramore-the common resort, as a watering-place,
of the people of the county of Waterford and adj oining districts. Here we were
to spend the Sunday,. and a very happy Sunday we spent in the society of our
dear friend and brother, the Rev. EDWARD DALTON, who has been labouring
there for about eighteen years. It was our privilege to occupy his pulpit twice
on the Sunday, as well as on the previous Wednesday evening, and to join him
in his mid-day prayer meeting on the Monday. Our dear friend had been laid
aside for twelve months. If anything ever impressed us with a deep sense of
the sacred privilege of ministering in the Lord's name, it was the contemplation
of our beloved friend's having been so long debarred from it, and our own
personal absence from our beloved congregation at Bedminster. A.nxious as we
may be in connexion with the work of preaching, certain we are that the pain
and the anxiety are much greater when, through sickness or any other oircum~
stance, one is deprived of the sweet privilege of speaking in the_name and on the
behalf of.,so good a Master. If ever His service is valued, His truth endeared,
and His cause precious, it is under such circumstances. Oh, how does one then
mourn over lost opportunities, coldness, deadness, want of love and zeal. Yea,
if at anyone time more than another one feels one's-self to be an "unprofit.
able servant," it is when one's feeble labours are thus iQterrupted.
It was just opposite to our dear friend's pretty church (a sketch of which is to
appear in the November number of Old Jonathan), that our late beloved corre.
spondent, " The Old Sailor," resided. Many of our readers will remember the
quaint but interesting correspondence that was carried 011 in these pages between
the two veterans of the decp-" The Oed Man·of·War's Man," Captain
KNocKlm, of Dover, and "The Old Sailor," Captain CLIFFORD, of Tramore.
The memories ofboth are most dear to our heart, and (we rejoice to think) they
have long since rilet, and are safely anchored in the Fair Havens. There was
a sweetness of spirit, and a largeness of heal;'t, about both these men of God, that
served greatly to endear them to one's heart. Captain KNOCKER was more deeply
led into the truth doctrinally than our dear friend CLIFFORD, but both equally
loved the Great Captain of their salvation, and were correspondingly zealous for
the truth as it is in Jesus. But the latter, it would seem, was consciOlls of a lack
of the same depth of teaching as his correspondent and some others. Hence he
G G
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said to us one day, in one of his periodical visits to the coast, as Inspecting Commander, " Do you think every child of God is born in a gale of wind?" He
spoke in nautical terms, and with evident anxiety, lest his knowledge of sin and
self, and a corresponding knowledge of Christ, was not deep enough. We shaH
never forget our last interview. He had been laid aside, after the most active
and devoted life, for about two years. We were taking our leave, after conversing with him for some time. Leaving the room, we turned to take a fareweH
look at one,we had so long loved in the Lord. As we exchanged these last
looks, he gave utterance to one word-that one word, we felt, contained volumes.
That one word, dear reader, was-'~ CHRIST! " " Oh !" thought we, dear
brethren, "that wiII do to 'live by-to die by-to enter eternity wilh-and
rejoice evermore in-' CHRIST!' 'CHRIST!'"
How rejoiced were we, during our recent visit to Tramore, to hear that a son
about whom the dear Captain had been so intensely anxious, has since died in
the Lord. He was emphaticaJly a man of prayer. Just in the spirit of t~e
beloved HAWKER, who, in answer to the inquiries of a young farmer as to what
was lawful to pray' about, said, " If your cow is sick, carry it to the Lord;" so
dear CLIFFOltD would, if one of his horses were out of order, take the matter to
the Lord. His children lay near his heart, He would be up at a very early
hour-three to four o'clock of a morning-pleading-pleading at a throne of
grace. How rejoiced were we (as we have said) to hear that his prayers have
since been answered, not only in regard to his son, but with respect to his other
children also. The Lord be praised for this!
. Dear'Captain KNOCKER, too, w,as a man of prayer. We never met his fellow
-that is, to be upon the same terms of intilllacy--"::to know, as we knew, his
life, walk, and conversation. Prayer was his meat and drink. It was not self,
but Christ. He had always something to tell of that "mighty Him;" some
interposition-some manifestation-some precious glimpse of Himself and His
doings in His word and by His providence. " How can you manage your large
family? " said we to him one day. He had fifteen children. "Oh, I just put
them into the Lord's hands," said he, "feeling it is quite as easy for Him to
manage the many as the few." And the. Lord did manage them, too, for if there
were ever a happy, united, peaceful family, it was that of the beloved Captain
and Mrs. KNOCKER, of Dover.
We speak of these things, dear reader, not with a view of calling attention to
the creature; God forbid! We have no other object than the magnifying of
the grace, and the wisdom, and the love, and the power of our gracious God
in covenantl Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
(To be continueit.)

~ACRED

MAXIMS.

THE doctrine of God's sovereignty was always offensive to the world, and
even to professed disciples.
It is surprising how much men are willingly ignorant of, when they wish to
hold fast their sins.
.
Union with Christ sanctifies every other union in which we may be concerned.
. Important truths are strongly stated in Scripture.
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The voice of God is the only sound the world will not hear; this is their
crime, they will not listen to the voice of the charmer, charm he never so
wiesly.
Suffer no advice, however specious in itself, to ·turn you from the written
w~~ili~

,

A consciousness of our ignorance is the high road to wisdom; but, on the
contrary, "if any man be wise in his own conceit, there is more hope of a fool
than him."
,
The people of God are not afraid of God turning away from them, but of
their turni?g away from God.
The things God commands, He works in us.
We suffer no persecution, not because the spirit of persecution is annihilated,
but because, too generally speaking, there is nothing in us to persecute.
They who fear God need have no other fear.
Worldly men are not over brave when something dark appears in prospect.
No one, however high his station, has walked in pride and not been abased,
or hardened his heart against God and prospered.
Our iniquities are the last sources we generally look to as the causes for
God's anger.
'
,
_To those who have strong faith will be appointed strong trials. Abrah!J,m was
a proof of this.
, It cannot be that they who have Christ in their hearts should be seeking rest
in anything short of seeing the King in His beauty; but they may be loitering
instead of running-sleeping instead of watching.
That man is truly an awful character who glories in making no profession of
religion.
.
Abused mercies will prove awful aggravations of eternal misery; like so
many millstones, they will sink the soul lower into hell.
If sin ever assumes a more hideous aspect at one time than another, it is
when clothed with the garb of a profession, and surrounded by that light which
ought to frown it into a corner.
The promises are insipid things to people who feel not their want of the
things promised.
The camp of the visible Church, as of old, contains the world in its precincts,
and the world in its most malignant character-the world acquainted with the
ordinances and people of God, and therefore hating them the more because they
condemn it.
There must be something very wrong in our preaching if men can approve it,
and yet remain conformed to the world, and not loathe themselves~
There can be no beauty of character in the sight of God, while sin is imputed
to us.
If our religion be only a light profession, it is wanting; experimental religion
is a life comprehending all its functions, a race with all its labours, a warfare
with all its cares, and pains, and dangers.
As God's judgments begin at the house of God, so should warning begin there
too.
_
_,
The sacrifice of eternity to time is the most unreasonable of all unreasonable
things.
A believing view of Christ's mangled body on the cross, will slay a man's,
hopes of finding life by the law.
What an unspeakable mercy is it, that the salvation of God's people stands
not upon any -peradventure, but depends upon God's covenant and purpose.
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All who have much in common with the world, will meet with no assault
from the world.
If a man suffer nothing for his religion, he may well fear he has none to
suffer for.
' •
The finishing feature in the physiognomy of carnal Dlen is, " there is no fear
of God befo-re their eyes."
,
No worldly man comes to the perusal of the word, of God with fln unbiassed mind; all hjs prejudices are arrayed against it, because it insists upon a
separation between him and his sins.

WHAT IS UNCONVERTED MAN?

tN a large assortment of serpents, one for its beauty and desolate condition
attracted the eye of a lovely girl of only seventeen summers. It was alone, for
it was sick, and ill; and, although she was gently warned 110t to touch it, she
gazed on it long and lovingly. Its tender eye gazed on her with bewitching
beauty, as if to demand assistance and sympathy. She slowly approached it
with childish dread, but its soft gentle movements ~etokened no harm. Her
fears subsided. "Poor thing !" she murmurs, " you will surely die if neglected."
She feeds it with her hand; it nestles its head in her lap, and sleeps; and by'
every endearing movement shows its love to her; which she repays with all the
affection of a warm, trusting heart. It grew well; its nature seemed changednot like all its tribe-so faithful, loving, and true. She sits feeding it;' her
gentle eye beams on it with love and pleasure: but, in one instant, her eye
flashes, her hand trembles, her glowing cheek grows pale. " What! what can it
be she sees! The sting-a little sting-which she had not seen before-yes, it
was there, but is gone. She strains her eye, and looks and .looks again. She
sees nothing now. There it is sleeping harmlessly in her lap as before. " It
could 110t be," she softly IXlUrmurs; "mine own, I wronged you; it could not be.
Thus is she deceived; and feeds and loves it as before. But, alas! again she
sees it; again she feels a fearful misgiving. She sees the sting; but agll,in is
she lulled into security and ease, and loves it as before. Poor infatuated girl !
Again and again does she see it; but, so completely has it wound round ner
heart, she cannot break the magic spell. She lies helplessly in its power-no
will of her own; she sacrifices all for it. Her love grows towards it, and, her
loving bosQm recoils at the idea of leaving it to die uncared for. No, she forsakes all, and cleaves to it as her life-thread. But ah, poor doomed girl! whilst
one day caressing it, and telling her love for. it, it stings her. Yea, verily,
stings the hand that: feeds it-that dear hand which nursed it so oft, so
patiently cared for all its wants. All, all, are.sacrificed; and, in her last dying
gasp, she murmurs, " Had I minded the sting when first seen, I had not have
died." And this, dear reader, is the true character of unconverted man. Beware-beware ofthem. Flee the first sign of stings. Stay not to parley with
the tempter. Flee ere it is too late; for hear what the Scriptures safth,
" Cease ye from man, whose breath is in his nostrils, for wherein is he to be
accounted ?" Also," Cursed be man who trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his
arm.'~ Again,," It is better tQ trust in the Lord, than to put confidence in
man;" for with o-od "there is no variableness, neither shadow of turning;" but.
C vain is the help of man."
A WAYWARD SHEEP IN CHRIST'S FLOCK•.

~,

~

!

Ootober i, 1864.]

'rilE GOSPEL M.A.GAZIN]J.

455

THOUGHTS OF COMFORT AND ENCOURAGEMENT FOR A
BELOVED FLOCK.
CHAPTER 1.'
THE GREAT LOVE OF GOD.

\

"Proclaim inimitable love!
Jes~s, the Lord Of worlds above,
ruts ofI'the beams of bright array,
And veils the God in mortal clay.
" He that distributes crowns and thrones
Hangs on a tre~, and bleeds, and groans!
The Prince of life resigns His breath,
The Ring of glory bows to death,"-WATTS.

MAN, in a state of nature, does not know God. He cannot know Him so long
as he remains the servant of sin. When A~atu fell, he and all hi~ posterity
became the slaves of sin; and it is only by.the mighty power of Divine grace
that any are delivered from that state of ignoran.ce and slavery, and made
"children of God, heirs of glory, and partakers ofeverlasting life., _.
If we look back upon the history of the world, we shall find tha,t sin darkened
the 'understanding of man as well as corrupted his heart. We, shall ~nd that
sin closed the eye of the sour, so that it could not see and know God, as well as
closed the d,oor of the' heart, so that no feelings, of love; no warm affections
could rise in it and flow forth towards God.
The philosophers and wise men of-the world ,could not finq out God. With
all t4~ir worldly wisdom, they were ignorant of that knowledge which is the
most important of all, the knowledge of God. They could not' \lven find out
that God created this world-that the heavens were His handiwork,' and that
the beautiful stars which throng the firmament and the .glories of this lower
- creation were all made by Him. They did not know God even as a Creator.
As the Apostle Paul tells us, in the first chapt,er of his epistle to the Romans t
~2nd verse, "Professing themselves to be wise, they became foo,ls, and changed
the glory of the uncorruptible God iuto an imige made like to corruptible man t
and to birds, ~md four·-footed beasts, and creeping things." And, again, the
same Apostle says, in his 1st epistle to the Corinthians, "Where is the wise?
Where is the scribe? Where is the disputer of this world? Hath not God
made foolish the wisdom of this world? For after that in the 'wisdom of God
the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness' of preaching to save them that believe."
,
Man, being by nature in this state of ignor'ance, how can we sufficiently
admire the wonderful condescension, pity, and compassion of God in'stooping to
reveal Himself to us ? It is an act of wondrous love 'and condescension, that Ht'
reveals His glories even to those bright and spotless spirits before His throne,
who have never sinned. But how much more wondrous is the love-how much
more deep the condescension, when He deigns to made Himself known to us
sinners. -He does this in His own most precious word. We find Him in the
Bible graciously making Himself known to poor rebellious sinners. And in what
a wonderful manner does He do it! How full of exquisite tenderness, how
overflowing with goodness and mercy, is the way in which He reveals Himself
to our guilty race 1 Who could ever have thought that when the great and
holy God was about to speak to polluted, rebellious creatures, He would have
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spo~enin such language!, Who would eyer have supposed it pos~ible that the.
sweet and gentle words which His lip{ would utter to His fallen creatures would
be "GOD IS LOVE?" Oh, is 'there not' enough here to melt the hardest
heart? Is there not enoll.gh to thaw down the ice of our cold and selfish souls?
That God against whom. we have rebelled, whose commandments we have
broken, whose word we have neglected, whose authority we have despised-,
that God is LOVE.
.
"
Oh! how hard must the heart of that sinner be, how stift' his neck, how
stubborn his perverse will, who does. not feel inClined to lay down the arms of
his rebellion and give up his sins, when he hears that that God against whom he
has been sinning is LOVE!
. If the reader is such an one, one who has never given himself up to God, but
who continues, in spite of all the warnings he has received, to go on still in his
wickedness, let me beseech him to ponder seriously this one truth'-that that God
against-whom he is now living in enmity, is a God of LOVE.
My poor fellow-sinner, do not, I beseech you, be any longer content to live
a stranger to that God who is ,LOVE. When tempted to sin against Him, oh,
remember that He is a God of boundless love-that 'His commandments are all
love-that He withholds no good thi~g from them that love Him, and that all
that He has forbidden is and must be hurtful to the soul in the end; for God is
LOVE. Do 'not be deceived by the false promises of sin; the devil' al1d' your
own heart may try to make you think that you will find pleasure"in sill, and
that you may take your fill of such pleasure with impunity. But," be not
deceived, God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also
reap. lj'or he that soweth to his flesh, shall of ,the. flesh reap corruption;
hut he that soweth to the Spirit, shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting." It is
love in God to' warn us and to command us not to sin. Just as a tender and
wise father will keep poison and sharp tools out of the reach of his chIldren, fat
fear of mischief, so does our heavenly Father keep us out of the way of sin, and
leads us in the path of righteousness. Whenever you feel yourself tempted to
sin, then, remember in your own mind, who it is against whom you think of
sinning-a God of infinite LOVE.
Oh, say to yourself, with righteous indignation at the thought of such a'thing, "How can I do this great wickedness and
sin against God?" against God who loved me so tenderly that He gave His
only-begotten Son to die, that poor sinners might be washed from their sins in
His infinitely meritorious blood, and enter into the paradise of God? How can I
possibly think of sinning against that God who loved me so wisely, that He
gave me beautiful precepts in His own holy word, to show m.e what I ought to
dO,'toenable me to avoid all the snares of the devil, and all the pollutions of a
wicked world, and all the corruptions of my own fallen heart; and to lead a life
of usefulness to' others and of comfort to myself? How can I ever consent to
sin againt my good and tender Shepherd, who laid down His life for my soul?
How can I be 8'0 base and ungrateful t6 my heavenly' Father? How can I so
grieve His Holy Spirit, which He has promised to give me to cleanse my heart,
and teach me and prepare me for all the great and unutterable joys of the world
to come? How can I sin against houndless mercy, unmerited compassion, and
infi,nite love? Oh, if we remembered more this delightful description of our
heavenly Father, "GOD IS LOVE," we should find our hearts less ready to fall
into the' sinful follies of the world; we should find ourselves more anxious to
please Him who, in His glorious nature, is one shoreless and fathomless sea of love.
I should like to·address such a question as the following to the hardened and
impenitent, to those who are lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God: What
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do you suppose will be the the end of those who reject the Gospel of a God who
is love? If you receive the Gospel now, by which life, pardon, salvation, are
proclaimed, its terms are, "Come now, and let us reason together, saith the,
Lord; though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though
they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool." Is not this the language of a .
God of love? The Et,ernal God condescends to 'reason with you and to show
you the folly of continuing in sin. He seems to say to you, " Alas, poor sinner!
you know not what you do I I beseech you, do not so madly. Why should
. you choose death, when life is proclaimed? Why should you be the slave of the
devil, when you may be my chila? Why should you determine. to go down to
hell, when you may rise to heaven? Look at my great salvation, which I have
prepared in my love to sinners; behold my Son; see Him dying for such; believe on Him as your Saviour, and though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be
as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wooL"
Can you find it in your heart to resist such reasonipg as this? Can you listen
unmoved to the gracious and touching words of your compassionate CreatQr?
Oh, let me intreat you, in love fQr your own soul, do not despise the riches of
His goodness, and forbearance, and long-suffering; do not, in hardness and impenitence of heart, treasure up to ,yourself wrath against the day of wrath and
revelation of the righteous judgment of God. Remember that the goodness of
God leadeth thee to repentance. ' Remember that God has declared that He
will render to every man according to his deeds-that, while He has promised
"gl<?ry, honour, and immortality to every man that worketh good," He also
declares that, "the wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the people that
forget God," and that He will pour down" tribulation and anguish upon every
soul that obeys not the truth, but has pleasure in unrighteousness." Remember
that there is no other Saviour but the Lord Jesus Christ. You must be saved
. by Him, or not at all. " There' is none other name under heaven given among
men whereby we must be saved." If you put from you the message of reconciliation-if you pay no heed to the words of love and grace which God speaks
to you in His Gospel, then you seal your own eternal ruin, your blood will be on
your own head, and you will learn to bewail your folly and your madness in
that fearf~l place'where hope never comes, ~'where the worm never dieth, and
the fire never shall be quenched;" where, throughout the countless ages of
,eternity, there shall be nothing but" outer darkness, weeping and wailing and '
gnashing of teeth." Will you not pray God, from your inmost soul, that you
may never pass into that place of torment, that you may never wake up in hell
to know what an awful thing it is to reject the Gospel of Christ? But I trust my
reader is one of those who have tasted that the Lord is gracious, and who have
been "enabled with all saints to comprehend what is the breadth, and length,
and depth, and height, and to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge."
There is a short text in the Bible which is one of the fullest and the richest
in the whole of God's precious word-" GOD IS LOVE."
It is so full of
glorious subject for profitable meditation, that the mind of the highest archangel
could never exhaust it. "God is love."
They are short words, beloved
brethren, out they are sweet and precious words-full of heavenly comfort and
spiritual cordials for'the believing soul. A child may indeed learn to lisp them,
they are so short and plain and simple; but the mind of man can never grasp
all their weighty import, take in all their vast meaning in its length and breadth,
01' dive into all the sublime and glorious depths of their consoling truth.
No
mind can soar so high, or penetrate so deep. It is one of those beautiful texts
so common in the word of our God, which resembles a costly diamond taken
1
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from a mine of jewels. Turn it which way you will, you catch new beauties,
it sparkles with .fresh lustre, and giving out more btilliant colours every tiine
yeu gaze' upon its loveliness.
Let us try to enter into some of the delights furnished us by our gracious
Master in this simple but noble text. It was written expressly for us, and is
one of those numberless sweets which the Lord has prepared for the refreshment
of our ~ouIs in the Gospel feast. It is true that in this world we can never
expect to realize all their fulness; the world to come will make known to us
depths in them of which we dream not now, and show us heights in them which
are too high for the flight of thought to reach now in all its wide range and
scope. Let us look at God as He has made Himself known to us in three ways,
in each of which we shall find, the truth of the statement, "GOD IS LOVE."
1st, In His CREATION.
2nd, In His PROVIDENCE.
Brd, and chiefly, In the GOSPEL OF HIS SALVATION.
1st. In His CREATION.-Look around you, dear reader, and see what a world
this is -in whichGod has placed us. Oh, it is a lovely and a glorious world, after
!tU that sin has done to mar its beauty and spoil its fair loveliness. It was
good when it came first from the hand of its great Maker; God Himself looked
, upon it with satisfaction, and pronounced it "very good," while" the morning stars
sang together, and all the sons of God shonted for joy." And it is good still.
There is nothing evil in it but sin and sinful men. Oh, that God must indeed
be a God of love who could prepare so beautiful a residence for man! The
whole creation teems with wonders, and on everyone of them all is written
with the finger of truth, " God is love."
The voice of love is heard in the waving of our com and' the murmuring of
our streams-in the warbling of every feathered songster that enlivens the grovewith his notes of praise, or pours down his flood of melody from the sky. The
impression of God's love is stamped on every fruitful field, and painted on every
glowing landscape, 'and pencilled on every lovely flower that gladdens our fallen
world. The expression of God's love may be heard in every falling shower that
refreshes the parched herb, and in every breath of wind which moves among
the trees, carrying with it fragrancy of health and cool refreshment. It may
be seen in the wide expanse of sea, with its myriads of fish, good for the food of
man. - It may be seen in the softness of the green carpet which He has spread
beneath our feet, and the glorious firmament which He has spread like a curtain
above our heads. It may be seen in every star that sparkles in the midnight,
and in every beam of light that reaches. our world. There is one voice in all
the furniture of this habitation of man, and that voice is loud and de~p 'and
clear, that the name of that God who fashioned so wonderful a world must be
LOVE. Yes, fl.·om every portion of the .planet in which he dwells, there is a
voice which speaks to man of the love of the Creator; and every plant that
blooms around his steps, and every insect that flits across his path, tells forth the
same great truth to man, that God who xnade them all' is LOVE.
2nd. In His PROVIDENCE, God is love.-Oh, how many are the comforts
which we must trace to the good hand of our God! His hand supplies our
daily wants; His tender care provides for all our need. To Him we are indebted for all the sweet enjoyments of domestic life. The happiness of our
firesides, the kindness of our friends, the love of our relations~all are the fruits
of His g60d providence. That we enjoy health of body, and peace of mind;
that we pass quiet nights and enjoy tranquil slumbers-all depend on Him.
Then think of the great blessing of a pious- education; of being born in a land
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where the light of His Gospel shines, though in the midst of much surrounding
darkness. Think of the great mercy of being permitted to enjoy the word of
your God, and to worship Him in spirit and truth. - Think of the goodness of
God in raising up and sending you pastors after His own heart, to feed your
souls with heavenly manna, and discourse to you Sabbath after Sabbath of tM
love of Jesus and the salvation of your immortal souls. All these are strong_
marks of love. They all seem to speak to you in a voice you cannot mistake,
and to ,tell you, that, whether. in preventing dangers or crowning you with
blessings, the God of providence is a God of love.
\
Brd, and chiefly, In the Gospel of His salvation God is 10ve.":"Herein is love
indeed, that when we were enemies by wicked works, Christ died for lis.
Though all God's works proclaim Him to be love,-yet most conspicuously and
brightly does this sweet and precious charaoter shine forth in the redemption of
our lost and ruined race. Who can look upon a dying Saviour and fail to read
in His agonies and groans, His drooping heael and bleeding side, that God is
love 7- Oh, it was love indeed to come down and die for man. It was love
indeed to look down with an eye of grief and pity when we were at the very
gates of hell, ready to drop into the burning gulf. Was it not love, beloved
brethren, in God to- stop you when you were fast rushing down the broad road
that leads to death and hell? Was it not love to give 'you the wings of faith,
and bid yOIl soar up to, His own abode of peace and love 7 Was it .not love to
scnd His Spirit into our hearts, teaching us to cry, "Abba, Father 7" Was it
not love to send to us His ministers to bid us gaze on the Lamb of God, till our
cold hearts felt warm" and the rock of flint was melted by the soft fire of His
love into a heart of flesh ? Was it not love to warn us of our sad state by
nature, bid us flee from. the wratl). to come, and invite us to find peace and life
iu His arms ? Was it not love to save us from His own wrath which our sins
had provoked, by the death of His own Son? God in Christ indeed is LOVE.
Who that has read the story of the life of toil and sorrow, and the death of
shame and cruel suffering which the Son of God endured for sinners, can donbt
that" God is love?" Who that has felt the sting of sin, and the shame of guilt,
and the tortures of a troubled conscience, and been led to wash away all the
crimson stains of his soul iQ. the blood of the Lamb, can doubt that God is love?
Who that has a hope of the crown of life and the joys of a world free from sin
and sorrow, as the free gift of God, can doubt that" 'God is love?" Who that
has tasted the solid peace and substantial joy shed forth in the heart by Goel,.
when His word is read or the knee is bent, and the soul enjoys sweet
communion with her Maker, can doubt that" God is love 7" On, how vast
must His love be, if God is love! No bounds to God, no bounds to His love.
The sea has its shores, but God's love is a sea without a shore. No end to God,
no end to His love. "I have loved thee," He says, " with an everlasting love"
-an EVERL.ASTING LOVE. How large that heart must be in which the infinite
God condescends to dwell. And He dwells in the heart of everyone who
loves Him. How this love. must make the heart put forth its strength and
expand its wings! Oh that all men had this heavenly Guest in their hearts!
What a world of love would this then be! How free from angry strife! How
full of dovelike peace! How emptied of selfishness! How full of disinterested
kindness! Would that all men would write on their hearts these three short
words-" God is love."
,
If God so loved us, surely we ought also to love one another. the sight is
sweet of Christians walking in love. I remember the love of Christians has,
been compared to lines drawn from the circumference of a circle towards the
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centre; the nearer they approach the middle, the nearer also they approach one
another, 'till they all meet and blend in one in the centre. So it is with
Christians; Christ is their centre, and the nearer they live to Christ, the
warmer they love Him, the nearer will they live to one another, and the
warmer will their hearts glow with kindly affection one for the other, till at last
they all meet in one in heaven, and sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and
Jacob at the marriage supper of the Lamb, Dear reader, if we are God's
children, let us see to it that we dwell in lov~. "He that dwelleth in love,
dwelleth in God, and God in him," for" God is love." What is it that gives the
best joy and the strongest pleasure to the heart of man? Is it not love-the
love of one of his own race? The love of a father or a mother; the love of a
child, or a sister, or a friend, or a wife, will often fill him witli a joy so unutterably great, that words are feeble to express it. If the love of a poor fellowsinner can give him such cause for joy, and make him thus rejoicing at heart,
how much more joyful would he be, how far more nappy and glad at heart, if
he ,knew the love 'of God. Let me invite you, my dear reader, to feast upon
this love. Let me entreat you never to close your heart and refuse an entrance
to so divine a visitor. Where the love of God comes, there it 'brings happiness
'-happiness in this world, and eternal glory in'the next. It is not like the love
of our fellow-creatures: they may desert us, or cease to love us; not so with
God. "Having loved His own, He loves them unto the end." His firm
promise is, "I will never leave thee; never, no never; forsake thee."
"Thine is an unchanging love,
Higher than the heights above;
. Deeper than the depths beneath;
Free and faithful, strong as death."

\
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"Can a woman," He asks in Isaiah-" Can a woman forget her sucking child;
that she should not have compassion on the son of her womb? Yea, they may
forget, yet will I not forget thee." "Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good."
Drink deeply and fully of the streams of this love.. We are fast journeying to
the heavenly Jerusalem, that blissful abode of perfect and uninterrupted love.
Every day brings us nearer -and nearer to that glorious place, where there is
fulness of joy, because there is fulness of love, for evermore. As we press on
our heavenly march, let us cheer one another, and comfort and strengthen our
own hearts by thinking much and talking much of the' boundless love of that
Saviour whom we are going to see as a King upon His throne, surrounded by
all His saints in glory, and all the myriads of the angelic hosts. The thought
of His love will sweeten many a bitter cup, and soothe many a grievous pang,
and soften down many a rugged path. It will support us in the dark hour of
trouble, and on a dying bed; for it is stronger than death, and more mighty than
the grave. It knows no change. It grows not weak or old. It will last as
. long as the heart in which it dwells, as long as the soul on which it rests. It is
not the love of one too weak to do much for us; it is the love of one who is
OMNIPOTENT, whose word is law, and with whose almighty arm no power in
earth or hell can cope. It is a love higher than the heaven from w)lich He
stooped to save us-deeper than the grave in which He unce lay-more ancient
than the foundations of the world, and as lasting as the interests of our immortal
souls. It is, the love of one who will spread His wings as a shield over those
He loves, and with His own right arm defend them from every foe. It is a
love free and full-wide as the poles, and as high as the ,throne of Christ, for
" God is love." " I am persuaded," is the language of one who kne:w what the
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love of God was":"" I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor powers, nor_ things present, nor things to come; nor height,
nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the LOVE OF
GOD, which is in CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD."
" Oh, for this love let rocks and hills
Their lasting silence break,
And all harmonious human tongues
The Saviour's praises speak.

" See, from His head, His hands, His feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled down:
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

" An~els, assisLour mighty joys,
SLriK'e all your harps of gold;
But when you raise your hil5hest notes,
His love can ne'er be told.

"Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were apresent far too small;
Love so,amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all! "

DISTRESS UNDER FEL'r-DESERTION.

/

r

WE received, a short time since, the' annexed message from a painfully-bereaved
and personally deeply-afflicted sister. As her case doubtless is but one of many,
we quote the me,[lsage in question, in order that others may see they are not
alone, and with the hope that the position of our deal' troubled sister may be
laid upon the hearts of our readers. It is good to " weep with those that weep,"
as well as to "l'ejoice with those that rejoice."
Speaking of tbe afflicted one, another beloved correspondent writes :-" She
has just given me this message for you. Your letter is not likely to be one
suitable for her. Her very kind love, and you must go to the throne for her, a poor
lost sinner who wants Christ-His blood to cleanse from all her sins; which fise
mountaius lligh. She has nothing but a sin-sick soul, which never has been
cleansed, but wants to flee to Jesus-that never has been in a right waymade a profession; never been a possessor. Do plead with Him that He will
forgive her for Christ's' sake. Wants to come to Jesus Now-to abide in Him
-a word from Him to say He has pardoned, and to live upon Him, which she
never has before. I am sure you will plead mightily for her. Oh, my dear
brother, I cannot tell you how painful it is to me to see her thus oppressed by
the enemy; for I am sure it is his work. She now adds, 'Tell him it is
the blood of Christ that must wash out my sins.' Do not cease pleading till she
knows He says," I have blotted out,' &c.",
We thought it not a little remarkable, that, by the self-same' post which
brought the foregoing, we received also the proof-sheet of the following, which
forms a part of Nos. 23 and 24 of the Bristol Tracts, now in course of issue.
We can scarcely conceive of anything more adapted to the case; and, coming
as the two did together, we could but regard it as the finger of God, and we pray
Him that He may be pleased, not only to bless it to the dear sister in question,
but also to other poor tried, tempted, and Satan-harassed souls. "Is anything too hard for the Lord ?"-ED.
"UNDER A CLOUD.
"I have known, or I think I have, some of the sweets of pardon; but the very
mention of them, 9r the contemplation of their enjoyment by others, only seems to
aggravate my misery: inasmuch as I have lost every once precious sensation of them,
and am left in a cold, careless, .and altogether comfortless condition." vVell, reader,
upon the very threshold of the subject, cannot you say, ' Oh that I were as in months
past!' You know that Job (that' perfect and upright man, one that feared God,
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and eschewed evil ') said precisely the same. So that you have at least one family
feature.
"There was another desire of his which we fancy will express also the very lan.
guage of yo)11' heart (Job xxiii. 3, 4), 'Oh that I knew where I might find Him, that
I might com~ even to His seat! I would order my callse before Him, and fill my
mouth with arguments.' Be honest, now, to your own conscience, to that divine
work which the Lord the Spirit hath wrought in your heart, and say whether ,there is
not (as it were) bubbling up in your heart that little gentle desire,·though but as a
still small voice, thus ~.
" 'Do not I love Thee, dearest Lord!
Oh, search this heart and see;
And from my bosom tear--'
"[How do you repeat that word' tear t' Is there not a degree of vehemence with
it? Are you not almost suiting the action to the word, and, in the agony of that
jealous fire which the Holy Ghost hath enkindled within, are you not making bare
your bosom, exclaiming, ' Though Re slay me, yet will I trust in Him ?']
'" And from my bosom tea?' the part
That beats not true to Thee.'
Re/lder, this is the quintessence of love. Suppose we, or anyone else, were at this
moment to say a word derogatory to the wisdom, or the power, or the justice, of
your precious Lord, what would be your feelings ? We know that (barren and
benighted as you may now feel) you would rise in holy indignation, and very speedily
show, not only whose you are, but whom you serve.' So that :goodness and mercy
are really following you, though you are in measure ignorant of the fact, You are
learning some profitable lessons in the midst of this felt-desertion; that' though you
believe not, He abideth faithful;' that the seeurity of salvatioJl does not consist in
the sweets of it, but solely in that indissoluble union, covenant faithfulness, and
unchangeable love of Jehovah, in and by which you shall everlastingly stand. These
are among the glorious, soul.comforting truths which can only be learnt in connexion
witll barren frames, dark dispensations, and cloudy circumstances; but most precious
truths they are as realized in the heart and mind.
, Beloved, " it is well!"
" , Beloved, " it is well !"
God's ways, are always right;
Tho' SorTOW clouds our way,
And perfect love is o'er them all,
'Twill only make the joy more dear
That ushers iu the day.' "
Tho' far above our sight.

PILGRIMS.
THE chara,cter of the pilgrim is exemplified in the history of patriarchs, prophets,
and apostles, ana in every saint whose name stands recorded in the book of life.
It was an easy thing in the days of our early kings to be pilgrims-to follow
Peter the hermit, and rush on with blind zeal in crusade attire-Pellerine-from
which we have the term pilgrim. They knew not whither they were bound;
a£king at every place they came to, " Is this Jerusalem,?" . But to follow Christ
as a pilgr.im through the waste howling wilderness of this present evil world, our
.feet bleeding f.rom the rough stones of the way, our graces languishing from the
burning sonds of indwelling corruption, OUl;" hearts. w.oullded within us because
of the stum bling blocks of false professors, and the fiery darts of the wickedoh, thus to follow Jesus in the r~generation and power of the new life, upheld by
the arm cif His strength, is indeed the true pilgrimage life of God's elect.
The first mention we have of the pilgrimage state is in. Gen. xlvii. 9, where
J acob, brought in by J oseph, stands before the Egyptian king in tile dignity of old
age, with a spirit chastened and subdued, and replies' to the question, " How old art
thou?" and answers with the beautiful simplicity of divine teaching, " The days
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of the years of my pilgrimage are an hundred and thirty years; few and evil
have the days of the years of my life been, and have not attained unto the days
of the years of the life of my fathers in. their pilgrimage." The days of a
hundred and thirty years .seem many to us, Jacob called them few; and they
were so to him in the retrospect as he compared them to those'of his fathers.
Jacob speaks of it as " my pilgrimage." It was a personal matter with him, for
a pilgrim he had been since the day that he fle~ from Beersheba, had a stone for
his pillow, and sojourned in Padan·Aram during twenty years of toil. Then
pitching his tent in the land of Seir, on that memorable night of wrestling with
the Angel of the covenant, journeying to Succoth, and on to Shechem, .where his"
soul was troubled because of his children. Then to Bethel, where God spake
with him in the way of comfort, just previous to his great sorrow, as he laid the
wife of his heart in her grave, and set up a pillar over it. Then his next
journey is to Mamre, where he buries his father; and the next account we have
of him is that he dwelt in the land wherein Abraham was a stranger, the land
of Canaan. There he becomes the mourner again, refusing to be comforted
because of Joseph; and now, for the last time, he takes one more pilgrimage,
goes down into Egypt, and dies a pilgrim in a strange country.
The Israelites partook of .the Passover in the attitude of pilgrims; their loins
were girded, that their ~garments might not impede their progress through th!!
way to the promised land; sbocs on their feet, ready for d~arture to the sllores
of the Red Sea; and the staff ~n their hands, to defend and support them from
desert to desert-those weary, dreary six deserts through which they had to
journey. The picture isa perfect one. Fancy the six hundred thousand Israel.
ites thus equipped, and hastily eating of the paschal lamb in "that night to be
much remembered," when the angel of "death passed over them, and they came
out of the land of their sorrows, carrying along with them the bones of him
whose history was the first link in the chain of their own.
,. Let your loins be" girded about and your lights burning," said the Lord to
His disciples; and, as Christian pilgrims, we would say Amen to that," and pray
that the bidding may be enabling. We need no hindrances to our daily walk
and work, though ever failing in both. There are pitfalls in the way, and how
needful are the lights! He who put the oil into the lamp will keep it burning
to the end; if it were not so, alas for our lamps! The fire on the altar of the
Israelites was never to go out (Lev. vi. 13); and the light kindled by divine
grace in our dark souls shall burn to the last: it shall never be put out.
In conclusion, let us look for a moment at the Christian.. pilgrim described so
truly by Paul, "The loins girt about with truth,"
What truth? Many
answers would be given to the question of Pilate to Jesus in these days, when
the standard-bearers- of truth are fainting, and so few that a child may write
them. Is it Christ Himself? Is it the word of God? 01' is it the doctrines of
the Gospel of the grace of God? (Gal. iii. 1). Dr. Gill says, "Truth here is
meant the Gospel, and -the sev~ral doctrines of it; and to have the loins girt
with it, shows that it should be near and close to the saints, and never departed
from: and that it is a means of keeping them close to yod and Chi'ist, and
strengthening them against the assaults of Satan." Then we have righteousnes3
for our breast-plate, and shoes better than iron; faith for our - shield, salvation
fuJ;. a helmet., and the word of God for a sword. Christian pilgrim, tbis is your
armour. For yet a little while you shall need it no longer; but, in the coming
glory, praise Him for the grace manifested to HS when we were pilgrims and
H.
strangers on the earth.-
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SIGNS OF LIFE.
IT has been well said that" dead children never cry;" and it is also said that
" where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty" (2 Cor. iii. 17): liberty from
the power of sin as a reigning monarch, although the effects of sin will be felt
until this mortal put on immortality (1 Cor. xv. 54). Whom the Lord loves
He loves to the end (John x. 28, and xiii. 1). To be re-born is to be heavenborn; it is to become a new man in righteousness and true holiness (Eph. iv.
24). Such an one has been united to Christ by faith; he has received power to
follow Christ, and his life will SllOW by the fruit he bears that he is in Christ:
for the fruits of the Spirit only flow from one in whom' the Spirit dwells, and
where the Spirit is given, there He abides for ever (John xiv. 16). A desire
for life is a sign that life' has been already given; for "no man can say that
Jesus is the Lord but by the Holy Ghost" (1 Cor. xii. 3). No man in his
unregenerate state calls upon God for any spiritual blessing; nor are we anywhere taught in holy Scripture that he asks for regenerating life. Every quickened person is a saved person; the presence of the Spirit in the man is neither
to save him, nor to help him to save himself, but to give new life, to enlighten
his dark understanding, to show him what Jesus has done for him, and thus
testify of Christ. .. He shall take of mine," saith Christ, .. and shall show it unto
you" (John xvi. 15). Each of the Persons in the Trinity is engaged in the
work of redemption. The Father designs, the Son works out the design, and the
Holy Spirit reveals the plan of redemption to the believer in showing him his
interest in the death of tbe Saviour. The promise was, the woman's seed should
bruise the serpent's head (Gen. iii. 15). When the fulness of the time was come,
the Promised One came (Gal. iv. 4, 5); finished the saving work (John xix. 30);
ascended to His Father's right hand to make intercession (Heb. vii. 25); an~
sent the Holy Spirit to illuminate, teach, and comfort His people, till He should
return again and take possession of His purchased 'property (Eph. i. 14). This,
believer, is for thy comfort, trembling though thon mayest be, and afraid thou
wilt be lost at last. If thou hast been sitting near Mount Sinai, and hast been
told to save thyself by l<eeping the law, thou mayest well tremble. Take thy
seat at the foot of Mount Zion, and tl:ere thou wilt hear the Gospel thou needest
to make thee har·PY. Jesus kept the law to release thee from its fieryobligations, and set thee free from sin for ever (Heb. x. 14), having been made sill for
thee (2 Cor. v. 21); and, having saved' thee by His death, He has engaged
to bring thee to glory. Reject the Romish lie that thou must do thy part in
order to be saved. Jesus taught it not, the apostles taught it not, the Scriptures
teach it not; and, if thou art wise, thou wilt not believe it: He who saved thee
on the cross keeps thee now, and thou ,wilt be His for ever. God help thee.
Amen.
Sheffield.
J. R.
CONTENTION.
"WHY should we differ by the way?
. Why should dissensions come P
We hope to spend an endless day
In one eternal home."
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WHAT ST. JOHN SA.W.
" And 1 saw another mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed with a cloud:
and a rainbow was upon his head, and his face- was as it were the sun, and
his feet as pillars offire."-REv. x. 1.

..,.'

THIR chapter is a preliminary phase to the sounding of the seventh trumpet,
" when the mystery of God is finished." There were some things required, for
clearness' sake, to announce and precede that trumpet; and here we have t4em.
St. John" saw another mighty angel come down from heaven!' This angel was.
distinct from the seven angels; and, indeed, of a different nature f.om theirs;
for this angel is one who exercises a sovereign jurisdiction over human atfairsa supremacy over the whole world. And this honour was Ilever conferred upon
created angels: "For unto the angels hath He not put in subjection the world
to come, whereof we speak" (Heb ..ii. 5). This other angel is the Angel of the
Covenant, the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the mighty angel-the Almighty.
Christ is the sole universal Monarch; "Lord of all" (Acts x. 36.). '.' J\nd Jesus
came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heavl?n ami in
earth" (Matt. xxviii. 1\:3). He has power and dominion over angels; He has
power over all flesh; He is in all causes, ~nd over ~11 persons, supremeModerator and Governor. St. John saw this angel cOme, down from heaven.
He is now about to produce that consummation of which all the prophets had
spoken: "The time is come for Him to lay to His hand; yea, the set time is
come.'"
The description given of this angel sufficiently bespeaks Him to be the Lord
Jesus Christ. "He was clothed with a cloud." The cloud betokens the
divinity of the angel. Clouds and darkness, as well as light, are the tokens of
God's presence. God dwelleth in the light. He also says, "I will appear in
the cloud upon the mercy· seat " (Lev. xvi. 2). Upon His head was a rainbow
-the faithful·witness of the covenant between God and Him. The Lord Jesus
is crowned with glory and honour: crowned as Mediator; crowned in accordance with covenant arrangements made between the Father and the Son-the
agreement being that the Son should undertake the office of man's Intercessor;
that He should suffer and die, and upon that condition He shoulir have the
honour and power of universal Monarch.. "Therefore will I divide Him a portion with the great, because He made intercession for the transgressors" (Isa.
liii. 12). His being crowned with a rainbow betokens Him, also a priest upon
His throne: "He shall be a priest upon His' throne; and She counsels of peace
shall be between them both" (Zech. vi. 13). .. His face was as it were the
sun." The body of the angel was enveloped in a cloud. In addition to this
being indicative of the angel's divinity, we may state farther that it. is indicative
of Christ's bodily absence. "Wherefore henceforth know we n() man after the
flesh; yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth
know we Him no more" (2 Cor. v. 16). His face, however, was as the snn
-[there is His spiritual presence, bright and comforting-the face of ChristJthat sun-lit face is the glory of Christ revealed in the Gospel; and this glory is
not veiled. "But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of
the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by
the Spirit of the Lord" (2 Cor. iii. 18). The words, " And His face shone as ,
the sun," remind us of those of the Apostle: "For God, who commanded the
HH
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light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory 'of God in the face of Jesus Christ."
" 4nd His feet as piUars offtre."-This can only refer to Christ, who hath
all things in subjection under His feet. His feet are as pillars, capable of crush.
ing all His foes-as pillars of fire. Fire is the' emblem of wrath; and we reacl
of the wrath of th~ Lamb; a,nd that wrath is about to burst f6rth against all
His enemies who are impatient of His authority, anc1 act in opposition to it.
"Kiss the Son, lest He be ~ngry," &c" "if His wrath be kindled" (Psalm ii.)
'.' And He had in Hii hand a little book open" (ver. 2),-This book, we
gather from the last verse of this chapter, is the sum and substance of all that
follows from the next chapter to the end of the Revelation. It is a little book,
and therefore all the more precious. It is J;low open, by which is intended that
all the future is naked and open to the eyes of the angel. He sees from the
beginning to the end.
" And He set his right foot on the sea, and His left foot on the earth."After the revelation of th.e red .dragon, &c., there rose out of the sea, out of the
turmoils and movements of an extraordinary and eventful time, the wild beast
(chap. xiii.)-emblem of the Papacy:"'-;standing on its threefold basis. Already
had arisen o~t of thp earth, out of the inveterate prejudices of mankind, out of
the~r I!atural partiality in favour of any system, however absurd anc1 corrupt, if
it be sanctioned by a long a,ntiquity, that other wild beast, emblem of the
Papacy, transformed and standing on its narrower basis. These two religious
systems had already risen, and for centuries had wearied God's saints, usurped
their privileges, and had exercised a deadly hatred against them. The close of
the seconc1 woe is considerably after the 1~60 days-that is, after the rise of the
Papacy as it no.w is j and it is in the nll,rrow gap and interval between the close
of that woe anq the beginning of the third woe that tbe scene we are now
considering is laid. The'symbolic earth and sea had been Christ's foes. He
now sets His right foot on the sea, and His left foot oil the earth, in order to
show tbat He h~s at length taken to Him His great power, and is about to
exercise His rightful dOIl;linion over all things here below, as sQon as ever the
seventh tru~pet shalt pegin to sound. The figure is borrowed from a lion
springing upon his prey, and standing upon it prostrate; so now'prostrate under
the feet of the angel are those twin foes, out of which had sprung up the ecdesiastical institutions which had: hitherto done such mischief to God's cause and
people. Why the fig1,1re is used is evident. The Angel of the Covenant is the
Lion of the tribe of J udah. So 'is the Lamb called (ver. 5), because He. has
power to open the seals: the name being doubtless suggested by what is said of
the tribe of Judah (from which the Messiah came)-" J udah is a lion's whelp,"
&c. (Gen. xlix. 9).
" And cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roareth" (vel'. 3).-Here the
figure is sustained:, "Will a lion roar in the forest, when he hath no prey 7
will a)oung lion cry out of his den, if he have taken nothing 7" (Amos iii. 4.)
The Ange~ of the Covenant pu~ His feet upon His prey; and He " cried with a
~oud voice, as a'lion roaredi -when he h.ath taken the prey: and when he had
cried, seven thunders uttered their voices." A great event was now about to
t\lke place, viz., "the finishing of the mystery of God;" and we have, therefore, the interposition of the Three Persons in the ever-blessed Trinity. This
is what we migbt reasonably expect. When Jesus was baptized-prayingthere was a voice from heaven; when He was transfigured, there was a voice
from heaven; when He said, "Father, glorify Thy name" (John xii. 28), then
came a voice from heaven, like thunder. So now there comes, responsive to
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tllll.t loud ry that announces the coming of...that great event, a voice froln
11 v n-thund r; the voice of God: seven thunders~ When John was told
that tb Lion had prevailed to open the seven seal3, heJooked and s::nv a Lamb,
•• a It bad b n slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven
8pirit f 01, sent forth into all the earth" (Rev. v. 6). So hero wc have
8
11
P n ive thunders-the sevell thunders, accordirtg to some editions; and
w pr t r the insertion of the article. The seven thunders; for they arc the
01 of the Spirit: they are the seven spirits which utter their voices.
.. And when the seven thunders had uttered their voices, I was about to write:
and Ilteard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Seal up those things which
the seven thunders uttered, and write them not" (vel'. 4).-As the 1'oar of.the
lion is indicative of what he is about to do to his fallen prey, so the loud cry of
the angel was indicative of desolating, destroying judgments, with which he was
about to visit the earth and the sea. The reverberations of the angel's voice
were definite, articulate sounds; they were distinct, intelligible interpretations of
n1l that was characterized by that loud cry. This is evident from St. John's
being about to write them; but he says, "I heard a voice from heaven," evidently the voice of the Father, "saying unto me, Seal up," &c., "and write not
those things," &c. And why must he not write them? Obviously because the"
judgments which they announced were not to be inflicted till after the sounding
of the seventJ1..trumpet·, till which time th~ mystery of God was not finished.
Then why, it may b~ asked, did the thunders utter distinct voices, if they were
not to be written? We answer, that the voi'cOs bein'g distinct proves them to be
the voice of the Spirit; and the voice of the Spirit, and the voice of the piather,
commanding His servant to seal them-to put to His,seal, as being true-assure
us of the presence of the Three Persons on this occasion; their will and knowledge, all in harmony, assure that the events ju~t about to transpire are of the
highest importance, that God had established the things, and would shortly
bring them to pass.
" And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth lifted up
his hand to heaven" (vel'. 5).-St. John saw the angel standing in this position
when he made the oath which he proceeds to record: He ' i lifted up his nand,"
the usual attitude in taking an oath, as if oue caUed heaven to witness (Gen.
xiv: 22 ; Deut. xxxii. 40; Ezek. xx. 5, 6), and sware by Him that liveth for
ever and ever. The angel sware by the ever-living God-the Son by the
Father. The Son's swearing by the Father intimates that the Father was under
covenant engagements to establish that which He has swoM shall be performed.
.With the word eve?··living is associated the idea of immutability-CC I am
J ehovah; I change not," &c. He ever lives; He changes not; He does not,
cannot by any possibility alter His purpose or retract His word. "Hath He
said, and shall He not do it? Hath He purposed, and shall it not come to
pass?" Being ever-living, He is infinite in all His attributes; and' all His
attributes are engaged in keeping His covenant itrvioIate, in upholding His
decrees. He has -infinite power, infinite wisdom, infinite right to rule and
control all things. "He created heaven, and all things that are thereIn." There
is much force in the addition of "all things that are therein" to the three
divisions of the universe of which God is the Creator. He made the angels,
ministering spirits to the heirs of salvation; He made the stars; He made the
thunders and lightnings. All these are instruments in God's hands for the
bringing about His eternal purposes; for the defeating the power of the enemy.
Re made the earth, and the things that are the?'ein. Here we are reminded of
that premise in Isa. liv. 15, " Behold, they shall surely gather together, but not
HH
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by me: whosoever shall gather together against thee shall fall for thy sake.
Behold, 1 have created the smith," &c., "and I have cr-eated the waster to
destroy," &c. How, then, shall hell or earth by any possibility defeat the decrees'
of heaven? They cannot carry on their design without arms and weapons of
war, and the smith that makes those weapons is God's creature; and God, if
He pleases, can tie his hands, so that the project of the enemy shall miscarry,
as many a project has done, for want of arms and ammunition: or the smith
that forges;the weapons is perhaps put here for the council of war that forms
the design, blows the coals of contention, and brings forth the plan of war.
These can do no more than God will let them. They cannot carry on their
design without men; they must have soldiers; and it is God that createth the
waster to destroy. He therefore can restrain them when He pleases; He can
serve His own purposes and designs by them. It is God, also, who made the
mouth. There are tongues ever ready to rise in judgment against the Church;
ever ready to demand a dominion over it, as if God's children were their lawful
captives: pretending an authority to oppress their consciences, ever ready to
misrepresent them and falsely accuse them, and by slanders and calumnies
endeavour to make them odious to the people, and obnoxious to the government.
But these tongues God created; and these threatening, insulting tongues God
can enable' other tongues to condemn. God can enable His servants to answer
the insolent demands of their enemies, and silence all their malicious reflections.
Who made the sea, and the things that are therein? the storms, the waves, the
sunken rocks, the shoals? He sinketh whole navies when He pleases. Deus
jlabat; dissip.abantur naves.
.

- (To be continued.)

TRUTH AND ERROR.-WHAT IS OUR DUTY?
Is it right to connive .at error? Is it right to patronise or to sanction it in any
w~? No!
,
I. Reasons why not.-(l.) Because error is opposed to God's word. (2.)
It is denounced by God. (3.) It ripens'men for destruction. (4.) It deceives
the ignorant. (5.) Itperplexes God's children. (6.) It gratifies the devil.
(7.) Itfost~rs men's pride. (8.) It brings the soul into bondage. (9.) It should
not be countenanced, because doing so is a waste of precious time to listen to it.
(10.) It betrays a want offaithfulness to God's truth. (11.) It encourages its
propagators to continue its dissemination. (12.) It renders us, liable to being
suspected as men-pleasers. (13.) It puts a stumbling block in the way of those
who are seeking to know" the truth as it is in Jesus." (14.) It produces
deadness in the soul. (15.) It tends to decrease the Christian's knowledge and
love of the truth. (16.~ It beclouds the mind" (17.) It offends God and
grieves the Holy Spirit. (18.) It may afford matter for regret in a dying hour.
n. Reasons why a child of God should not go to where error is taught or
preached.-(l.) Bec~use he has no business there. (2.) He' cannot ask God's
blessing upon what he feels and knows to be unscriptural. (3.) By doing so .
he affords room for suspicion that he is not one of Christ's sheep, for "a
stranger will they not follow." (4.) Doing so is not the way to honour God.
(5.) And by doing so he is helping forward the enemy's cause. (6.) Because
it is no part of the Christian's duty to aid in any way the spread of error. (7.)
The divine command is, " do all things in the name of the Lord Jesus;" but how
can a Christian sit under an unsound ministry in the name of the Lord Jesus?
While Christians are sitting under such a ministry, suppose the Saviour were to
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nddress tb ID in the words, "Children, have ye any meat?" The only answer
tb y c uld truly give Him would be, "No., Lord, not here."
.
III. R ons why some persons do attend places where the Gospel of Chris t
is not pr ohed.-(l.) Because their great-great.grandmother a~d father went
to uoh places, and all their ancestors since them. (2.} Others, some of who m
may b children of God, go, because they do not like to offend man, perha ps
the pr acher, or parents, or husbands, or wives, being not prepared to forsake
all for hrist and His truth's sake ~ are not such persons ignorant of the honour
which God confers upon those who are called to suffer for it? .(a.} Fear of
causing dissension amongst those with whom they have been living. in a so~called
peace. (4.) Fear of being regarded as a'troublesome person-one who ought to be
avoided. Will, not all such excuses be blown to the winds when the Holy Spirit
applies the words with power to the soul; "Wherefore come out from among
them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing»?
IV. Note what those Christians. may expect who, by the aid of the Spirit of
truth, oppose error.-(l.) The hatred of the devil. (2.) The contempt of
hypocrites and false professors. (3.) Their characters maligned by scribes and
Pharisees. 4.) Shy looks from all the tribe of free·willers and work·mongers
-which is legion. (5.) To be called" narrow-minded," because they cannot
swallow Satan's lies as well as God's truth; but, is it not better to hold the
truth in what is sneeriugly termed a "narrow mind," than to hold' error in what
is falsely called a " liberal mind? " It is better to have the Lord's Spirit to
contract the mind, so that it shall resist error, than fbr Satan to enlarge the
mind so as to take it in. (6",) In some cases such may expect losses in business
-the custom and patronage of those who dislike their principles. Now, for
just a glance at the bright side o"f what such Christians may expect. The in.
ward and happy consciousness of God's approval, the testimony of a good conscience, refreshing manifestations of the presence of the Lord Jesus, and an
unearthly boldness, strength, and determination not to give error any quarter,
whenever or wherever it is met with.
Dursley.
F. F.
THE WONDERFUL WORK OF GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE
LATTER·DAY GLORY.
,.:"

"WE are now in the state of the Church of Sardis. We have a name to live,
and are dead; the great things are ready to die away out of the minds of professors, yet there are a few names in Sardis who walk with Christ in the presentda
"In the present state of the Church of Sardis, all wise and judicious men
must allow that there is but very little spiritual knowledge, holiness, or brotherly
love; the Church is in the wilderness, confined to very narrow limits, and very
obscure, and tarnished with errors and lukewarmness. The pagan world extensive-the Mahomedan empire standing-the Popish world in a horrid 'statethe Jews in black darkness-the Protestant world appears to know little of true
religion-the kings of the earth pay no cordial regard to the Church of Christworldly riches and pleasures engross the minds of millions of nominal Protestants, and a general apostasy from Christ draws on apace. But, blessed be God,
things will not be always in this sad condition. Popery and Mahomedanism
arose together, about the year 606, and they will fall together. The reign of
the beast is to be no more than 1260 years, so that we may hope for his ruin about
the year 1866, that is, in 80 years' time."-Extract from an elaborate Treatise
on the Holy Spirit, published in the year 1786. No author's name attached.
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PROTESTANT BEACON.
POPISH PROGRESS IN ENGLAND.
T~E lllmexed has been forwarded to us by an old correspondent for insertion in our
. PRO~EST~NT BEACON. The facts which this letter discloses are of the most painful
llnq .appa,lling Gqaract~r. It appears to us as though a blind infatuation had taken
poss~s.sion of Ol{r r1.\le1's, when we think of the countenance and aid given to that

accursed thillg, Popery. T4e fiLct is, since the admission of Roman Catholics to
Parliament by that fatal and q,estructive act of '29, a system of Popish intrigue
has been ca~Tied 0.11, but too successfully in this country, sapping her good old
Protest~;nt constitution to its very centre. It is but for anyone calmly and
dispassionately to consider the effects of that act, and SllCh must candidly confess
that a most fearf"lly Popish leaveniug influence has been at work throughout
our land, and in connexion with all our institutions. In the most wily, treacher:
ous, but most successful way have the agents of Rome been working, craftily
. assailing and gradually but effectually undermining the foundations and .the
battlements of our country. Once succeeding (as the Papists unhappily did) in
getting in the thi ll edge of the wedge, nothing either would or can satisfy them
Qut a total subjugation of our V(hole constitution. With toleration or eyon
equality Rome never was, nor ever will be, satisfie]; she w,ust be supremeshe ml.\st reign~or s~e wiU never' be content. The pages of history, and thecl4'eer of o~her countries, even in our own times, too plainly prove this; and yet,
in a blind indifference, or recklessness, or fanaticism, Popery (accursed thing as
it is-destructive b,oth to the souls and bodies of men, though it be) is fostered
;;md encouraged in eve~y possible way in this (to our mind) doomed land. Tell
us not, there is no ground for fear-that we have too much light, too much
intelligence, too lJluch independence, ever to have Popery thrust upon us again.
All such arguments are vain. Give it once th.e power-continue to concede to
it,. lits ye are conceding to it, ye rulers,.and soon shall England know, to her cost
and her humiliation, that i-nprepel'tiell as she ha-s aided Popery, in that very
proportion htljs ~h,e amilated hljJ: iAdependl;nce-her prosperity-and her
religion/as a nation.-ED.
"LIFE lli A CONVENT.
'.' 1'0 the Edito1! of the Daily Telegl·apk.
H, Sir,-It seems to me that one of tht: most cheering signs of th~ prosperity of
this country is to· be found in the general disposition which Englishm,en feel to abate
or abolish ib.q.ses <if all kinds•. whet!J..er in ChqrQh 0); Stllite.
H I beg ]lermi~sioI! to cllJl you.r earnest attention to a very great abuse, which is
h;u;lFeasing .every day in our l1!i~t,· ll.~d yd remains entirely unch.ecked. I suppose no
one. ~ill qispu.~e that the RoII)/iD. Catho,lic Ch1}l'ch is improving her position, and
gaining a good ma.ny converts in this country. There are many more of her priests
ainpng us ll.QW tha:p. there were fifty years ago; their influence is somewhat telt in
lociety, and is beginniljg to teH npon the House of Commons. They are once more
becoming an aggressive power in. England, and' we may be sure that any power ~iven
to them will be stretched to its utmost limits. Now, w,herever there are many; pnests,
care is taken that convents shall be established. I am SOHy to say that their number
ill>. inClreasing every ,ea!:!. ~~d I wish to inform those of your readers who. may be
ig~QJ;aAt of, i.t, thllt Romish priests, wherev:er they have opportunity, are now making·
QOIl~t~t efforts t,o i)lpuce young Englishwomen to take the veil. 'i: am not u~ing too
,strong language when I affirm that many' girls are ensnared into these convent.s.
Th,ey ]lave, most of' them, only an imperfect notion of .the sort of life they will be
req ulred to lead. After a probation as novices, during which time -the. idea of convent
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life is rendered attractive to them by arts which their superiors know well how to
employ, they are induced to become veiled nuns. 'I'his step is practically quite irrevocable. From the day on which it is taken they are entirely lost to the outside
world. In this way they are condemned to life-long imprisonment. Their escape is
carefully prevented, even should they find reason bitterly t('J regret the choice which
has, in many cases, been made in a moment of weakness or enthusiasm. They are.
under the complete control Of the priests: They are compelled to confess every
prohibited thought, word, and deed to men who, by a monstrous perversion of
authority, are forbidden to marry. Their offences are often punished by penances of
a degrading kind. All the terrors and all th,e attractions of a picturesque superstition
are employed in order to gain the absolute submission of their will, and the complete
surrender of their liberty of thought and action. In fact" these poor nuns are as
destitut~ of the prote~t!on. of English law as. if they lived .in the interior of Africa.
Now, SIr, I am descnbmg no new state of thmgs. All that IS newahout the convents
in this country is the recent increase in their number. These institutions flourished
in the full perfection of their wickedness' before the Reformation. The.r were then
happily suppressed, along with many kindred abominations. And I think we are
bO,und to listen to the warning voice of history, unless we think ourselves fated to
'turn perpetually within the same circle of passions and. misfortunes.' At the time
of the Reformation there was issued a Royal commission, directing a thorough
inspection of these so-called religious houses. • What were the facts disclosed?
Bishop Burnett, quoting from the report made to the King' and Parliament bj the
Royal commissioners, which report he himself had seen, tells us that' such was the
lewdness of the confessors of nunneries, and the great corruption of that state, that
whole houses were found in which the nuns were almost all with child.' He further
says, that in a hundred and forty.four convents that were i~spected" brutal prac• tices' prevailed, equal to 'the abominations of. Sodom,' Dot fit to be spoken ot. Sir,
I ask anyone who reads about these results of what I may call a system of cOllsec'l"atuJ
seduction, whether it is reasonable to expect that convents which at· the time of their
last inspection were hotbeds of vice, and altogether 'a mystery of iniquity;' are at
this time retreats sacred to the practice of piety and the protection of purity? No.
Vice and superstition are twin sisters. We may always expect to find them allied in
one shape or another.
" Of course it would be quite unfair to' condemn any set of men indiscriminately.
None can doubt that some pious priests -are able to reach that degree of virtue and
self.denial which, if it were universal among them, wOlj.ld go far to justify their ruleof celibacy. But no set of men are fit to be trusted with irresponsible power ov.er
their fellow-creatures. And that kind of power is fully exercised,. ,without any hin·
drance, over young women who have been persuaded to iml)1ute theinseives in IJ,un·
neries. When men are conscious of rectitude they' nevet fear inquiry into· their
proceedings. Do the Romish priests invite inquiry into the subject of wll'icn' ~llis'
letter treats? On the contrary, they oppose it with all their might. It must not' be)
forgotten that the members of the Ultramontane party, both in Parliam~nt and out of
it, are devoted to priestly interests. Ohedience to their spiritual directors is
considered by these men to be one of the highest of Christian virtues. It is fresh in
my recollection how, when a motion was made in Parliament not long ago for inquiry
into the state of religious houses, Lord E. Howard got up on behalf of the priestly
party, and by a clever evasion of the question before the House contrive'd to divert
the ~inds of members .from a subject of discussion which his sl?iritu~ guides ini~~t
pOSSibly have found highly unpalatable. Our duty, however, IS plam. Let pubfic
opinion pronounce itself strongly against institutions whiell flourish ill! seeresy and
obscurity, sheltering much that will not bear the light of day. I beg to submit to
your judgment whether a careful inquiry into the present c6nd·ition of nunneries in
this country be not urgently needed; or whether we are to tolerate the imprisonment
of English girls ,in places from which they have no means of escaping~ and where they
are entirely under the control of unmarried priests.
"In Italy the Government has lately abolished a number of these houses, to the
great rage of the priests and to the great relief of the people. Does England illtena
to foster abuses wltick evert Italy is sha!cir/g qJf? I S'hould' hope not.. Let- us, then, by
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all constitutional m.eans, endeavour to move our Government and Legislature to
act.ion in tbis matter.. Our newspapers give their powerful votes fearlessly in favour
of reform, where reform is needed; and, wit.b. your help, Sir, much may be done to
mitigate the dire abuse concerning- which I have written. Let liS Plit a stop, if we
can, to the growth of an un-Englisb. and unna,tural institution. Let us chivalrously
interfere on behalf of some of our countrywornen who are silently appealing to us for
protection. I have faith enough in the manly and truthful spirit of my eountrymen
to .believe that an appeal of this sort will not be entirely neglected.-I' am, Sir,
A YOUN.G ENGLlflHMAN."
yours, &c..,
HOW" SISTERHOODS" SAP ,PROTESTANTISM.

Ii the COUrSfil of his speech at Bath, the Rev. M. Hobart Seymour stated some
striking facts on the above-named subject :-Some time since, I received a letter
from a lady in Gloucestershire, stating that her daughtel' had been beguiled into
one of the modern Protestant sisterhoods, and, after being there for a long time,
had discovered her error, and had returned home. There was a great desire to
speak to me, and I went, of course, to see. the lady. I had an opportUliity,
owing 'to the circumstance of meeting her in a summer tour, of having much conversation with her. She told me what was the religious system taught in these
sisterhoods, and tanght generally by what is called the school of Tractarianism.
I will describe it concisely. They taught there, that there are three branche,s
of the Catholic Church, viz.: the Greek Catholic Church, the Roman Catholic
Church, and the Anglican Catholic Church; that the Anglican Church, which is
our Church of England, was overloaded and overborne by Protestantism at the
Reformation, and that afterwards it was overlaid by Puritanism; so that the
Anglican Catholic Church was overlaid by Protestantism on the one' hand, and
by Puritanism on the other. They taught that it was the duty of her children
.to help to eliminate its Protestantism, and to eliminate its Puritanism, and to
teach and. practise Catholic doctrine and Catholic practices in their stead. This \
eJCplains how it is that so many of those Tractarian clergymen still remain in the
Church of England, eating the bread of the Church of England, while they teach
the doctrines of the Church of Rome. They hold it is their duty to remain in
the Church of England, and occupy themselves in eliminating her Protestantism
and her Puritanism, and teaching Catholic doctrine, and ingulcating Catholic
practices. Well, but this is not all. She told me that in these sisterhoods,
which are limited necessarily in number, because parents will not allow their
daughters to go to them-they have adopted the system of having affiliated
sisters. They are to select young ladies in every family and affiliate them, without the knowledge of father or mother, to the sisterhood. Then it is their duty
in their family, and 'among their friends, to eliminate all Protestantism and Puri 7
tanisin, and to promote all Catholic doctrines, and to inculcate all Catholic practiceS. So that here is a l?ystem by which a Judas or a Jesuit may be placed
. in every parish, in every school, and in every family amongst us. I will state
. an illustration of this. I know the case of two young ladies, extremely intimate .
friends of each other. One of them went on a visit to a clergyman in the south
part of Somersetshire; he taught her so much about Catholic principles, that
when she came back; she said she must become a Roman Catholic, and she did
so. Then-her companion followed her example, by going to pay a visit to the
same clergyman. She, too, heard so much about Catholip doctrines and Catholic
principles, that when she came back, she avowed to her mother that she must
become a Roman Catholic. And both became so, while the clergyman continued,
and continues' to this hour, a Church of England clergyman. Again, in the
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South of Devoushire, I met a family who had become Roman Catholics. I spoke
to the father, and he told me the truth. He said that the curate of the parish
was exceedingly attentive to his family, inculcated Catholic doctrine, spoke of the
love of the Catholic Church, and as good as intimated that they ought to become
members of it, so that in the end, the family became Roman Catholic., After
this, they asked the curate why he did not follow their example? He said he
. could not blame them, but at present 4e could not see his way; but after a time
he saw his way, and became a Roman Catholic. In discussing this point, I would
simply repeat. that we are in the midst of men who are eating the bread of the
Church of England, while teaching the· doctrines of the Church of Rome. We
hear a lot of unctuous cant upon the principles of the Anglican Church, and upon
the sacramental system of the Anglican Church, and upon the Apostolic succession
of the Anglican Church, but it is only a mask under which to introduce the
principles and practices, the sacramental system and the whole Apostolical
succession of the Church of H.ome.-Record.
«

THE ASSURANCE OF FAITH, AND HOW TO OBTAIN IT."

WE had the pleasure, in the Gospel Ma.r;azine, some years ago, to publish a
letter addressel! to us by a lady mentioning a remarkable instance which had
come under her notice, of the good which had been done by a work entitled,
" GOD IS LOVE; OR, GLIMPSES OF THE F ATfiER'S INFINITE AFFECTION FOR
Hrs PEOPLE." Since then, Mr. James Grant, author of the work in question, has
brought out a series of similar works, amounting to eight in number, to be
followed by a ninth in two or three weeks, under the title of "STEPS AND
STAGES ON THE ROAD TO GLORY." Our object in calling attention to this series
of works on experimental divinity is to mention the fact, that the last of their
number, "TRUTHS FOR THE DAY OF LIFE AND THE HOUR OF DEATH," in
which Mr. Grant has devoted more than 250 of its pages to the momentous
question, "THE ASSURANCE OF FAITH, AND How TO OBTAIN IT," has been
singularly blessed to doubtiug believers. As we reviewed the work in terms of
warm commendation, dwelling on the good which it was adapted to do, we are
gratified to see our opinion confirmed by actual facts, as will appear from the
following letter, which the H.ev. Aubrey Charles Price, the excellent and able
minister of the Lock Chapel, London, has addressed to the Record, and which
has been published in that journal:To the Editor of the Record.

" Sm,-Some little time ago you reviewed very favourably an excellent book,
entitled I TRUTHS. FOR THE DAY OF LIFE AND THE HOUR OF DEATH,' written by
the author of ' God is Love,' , Our Heavenly Home,' &c., and published by Virtue
Brothers, Paternoster Row. Considerably more than one-half of the volume is
devoted to the subject of' The Assurance of Faith, and HOIIJ to Obtain It.' It may
interest you, and will encourage the author, to know that three cases have recently
come under my notice in which the book has been made, by the Holy Spirit, the
means of bringing peace and joy to the troubled conscience.
" One case is that of au old Indian Officer, who for the last· five years had been
deeply convinced of sin, but unable to realise his interest in the atoning work of
Christ. A friend gave him this book. He read and re-read it, and he is now
rejoicing in an assured hope of heaven.
"Tbe second case is that of a lady, who, to use her own words, 'had been for
Borne months in despair,' but who is now able to rest in quiet confidence 00 the
fioished work of the Saviour.
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" The third case is equally interesting. It is that of a young man, a solicitor,
who during tj:J.e last two years has been a regular member of my congregation.
Eighteen months ago he came to me in great trouble about his soul. I shall never
forget my first interview with him. I have never witnessed such deep agony of
spirit. Again and again I have conversed with him, and have sought by every
argument I could use to remove his doubts, but all in vain. Six weeks ago I
-asked him to read' Truths for the Day of Life and the Hour of Death.' He did
so, and, the next time l'saw him, said, "I am happier. I think I see what my
fault has been. I have been trying to base my peace 00 the Spirit's work in me,
instead of on the Saviour's work for me.' A few days afterwards he called,again.
His face was radiant with joy. There was no excitement, but there was calm, solid
peace; aod he said-tears of joy, filling his eyes as he spoke-' r shall never cealle
to thank God that He placed this book in my way, and to pray for blessings on its
auhor.'
" Surely, Sir, it is matter for no little thankfulness that in these days of trouble,
and rebuke, and blasphemy, God had enabled one of His servants, amidst avocations of the most urgent and onerous nature, to write and publish book after book
_ full to overflowing with sound Gospel truth. The Church of Christ owes hi~ a
deep debt of gratitude, and ought to uphold him with many and fervent prayers.
" I am, Sir, very sincerely yours,
"AUBREY CHARLES PRICE,

" .Minister if the Loclc Chapel."

We will only add, that it is well that such instances of signal usefulness should
be made Imown to the author, when they do occur, because they are eminently
calculated to encourage his heart and strengthen his hands in his desires and
endeavours to edify and comfort the people of God.

NEWLAND CHURCH, NEAR MALVERN.
To the ErlitOl' of the Gospel Magazine.
''Sm,-Many are not aware of the inroads tractarianisin,. alias popery, is
making in the rural districts, where, out of the care of pub~ic opinion, that
wonderful detective which keeps many in check, the Puseyite carties on, his
pranks and conforms the Church service to the pattern of the mass. The
subjoined extract froIIf a private letter is but a sample of the way Church
matters are managed in many of the village districts. The upper classes become
infected by the outward show, and those in authority are too supine-if not
already tainted-to put a veto upon such popish performances. The world
truly is ripening for judgment, and when power is, given to the beast he will
find a house in many a Protestant Church in the British Isles. Yours in the
faith.
J. D. E.
",One Wednesday, as we were taking our usual 'walk after breakfast, the church
bell struck out close by us. We often heard of .the stran'ge doings there, and
wished to witness them, as we were but lately at the consecration. It happened to
be St. Bartholomtlw's day. We entered at the heginning of the service, the
titany. A fine-looking young clergyman was kneeling at a low desk in the
middle of the front aisle, looking at a finely-executed statne of the Lord' Jesus
on the Cross, over the Communion table. All about the altar was handsomely
decorated, with little images of angels, flowers, and an immense pair of candlesticks, with the largest candles I ever saw. He intoned the service admirably,
with the responses answered by twenty-four little boys in surplices. None of the
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Word was read, but when the prayers were endecl, a bell rung. This was to
dismiss any who wished to leave before the exhortation· for St. Bartholomew.
While the bell was ringing the two candles above-mentioned were lighted. We
remained to see it out, the organ playing very softly. When that was finished,
a very jigging tune struck up, and !L hymn was given out; the boys began, and
they sang fourteen or fifteen verses. Then some prayers followed, deeply intoned by an elderly man. The exhortation 'was all in praise of the Saint, and if
wE! followed his example we were sure to get to Paradise. After this, a man
came round to each one, with a finely worked long bag, shaped like a watch
pocket, and held it till someth\ng was put in. I had to say several times, "I
have nothing;" he looked thunder at me. He was not in keeping with the
rest of th~ people employed in the church. It is true he had on a surplice, which
was once white, and never intended for him, it came a little past his knees only,
- and displayed a pair of boots dirty and clumsy, only fit for the barn or pigstye.
We staid as long as we could patiently, but did not wait for the Communion."

THE BRlrrrSH ASSOCIATION AND THE AJ?OSTATE BISHOP.
To the Editor ij the Gospel Magazine.
SIR,-In the Bath Chronicle, of the 19th instant, there is an account of
banquet, given by the mayor, at which Bishop Colenso was present, and on rising
was received with long-continued applause.
That men who know not God should worship talent, is no matter of surprise
to Bible readers, but as the bulk of the guests no doubt professed Christianity, it
j" a point of grave import that they should unije to do honour to a man who has
turned out in a new dress the threadbare doubts of by-gone sceptics. It speaks
ill for science when men, for its sake, can drop their faith to pay homage to. the
enemies of revelation.
Colenso can lay no claim to a martyr's spirit as the proof of his sincerity. He
had his "scruples," as he oalls his infidel assertions, long before he was Bishop
of Natal"and he is now eating the bread of a church which professes to draw her
articles of faith from that Book, the authenticity of which he disputes. He got
his rank and emoluments under cover of the Book, at any rate, and he is determined to keep them as long as he can.
.
If both cl~rgy and laity ag,reed to cheer Colenso at the mayor's banquet, it is
some consolation to know he got a very decided hiss from a middle-class
assembly who, received him in the Bath Pump-room, and who very unequivocally expressed their opinion of his infidel views and dishonest conduct. I
remain yours,
'
J. C. W.
[It was with deepest grief we read of the recepti9n at Bath of the,would-b!l
Bishop Colenso. That he sbould have been invited to the banquet and s,eated on
the mayor's right hand, is not so much a matter of surprise, because (as we are
informed)·the mayor himself is a Unitarian;' but it is a matter most deeply to be
regretted that the members of that Association (so many of whom are both the
clergy of the Church of England and ministers outside her pale) should have tolerated the presence, and especially the taking part in the proceedings, of so dis·
honest a man. We unhesitatingly say that, did Oolenso, as a commercial man,
act the pitiful, unprincipled part he has acted asa bishop, he would justly be scouted
by every member of the trading community. No man would trust him, were he a
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trader, and we wonder he is not treated with that consummate contempt which
is due to him. The way in which this wicked man has been received at Bath,
and by such men as hold similar opinions in the British As.sociation, bespeaks
to us that England is rapidly ripening for the judgments 'which are in reserve
~~~

-

The Bishop of Peterborough acted a noble part the other day in preventing
this apostate from pre'aching in his diocese; and, had the members of the British
Association acted as it behoved them to do, to say the very least, they
would have ignored such a man's taking any part in the proceedings. One of
its members (Captain - - ) , speaking to us upon the subject, said, that, had he
been present at the banquet, he should immediately have withdrawn when he
saw Colenso rise to propose the health of -Dr. Livingstone. The latter (if alive
to the present position of things) would have regarded such a toast, from such
lips, as anything but complimentary or desirable.
Surely, the British Association should not overlook the very solemn warning
they received on one of the mornings of their si.tting, by the non-appearance of
one of their most prominent members. That a man who had braved the many
dangers of both sea and land in the prosecution of his researches, should have
been called hence so suddenly, and in so simple and unlooked-for a manner, as
Captain Speke was, may well speak as with trumpet-tongue to all with whom he
was associated. Such facts cry aloud to the heart and conscience of one and all,
"Be ye also ready, for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of Man
cometh."-ED.J

REVIEWS.
The Charge delivered in July and August, 1864,' at his Second Episcopal
Visitation, by the Hon. and Right Rev. SAMUEL W ALDEGRAVE, D.D., Lord
Bishop of Carlisle. London: Hunt and Co., 23, HolIes Street, W. Carlisle; Charles Thurnam and Sons; T. W. Arthur..
THE Bishop opens this remarkable and comprehensive Charge with the following
solemn fact ; "It seems, my reverend brethren, but yesterday that my Primary Visitation brought
us together. And yet, since that day, three full years have well-nigh run their course;
since that day, twenty-four from amongst ourselves have been summoned into the
immediate presence of the great Shepherd and Bishop of souls ;-since that day, more
than nineteen thousand from amongst our people have be~n taken from our parishes,
to be kept, against the Great Assize, as witnesses to the measure of fidelity with
which we have lahoured to be pure from the blood of all men."
Upon the foregoing statement, his Lordship offers the annexed appropriate
reilections : " Their opportunities of serving and being served are gone for ev.er. Ours still
remain. And yet how much further they sball be lengthened out to us none can tell.
The ratio of change will probably be the same. The numbers we can reckon. But
who shall divine the names which shall complete the list of another triennial period?
They were not all men full of years that died. It was not lingering illness which
took them all away. More than one-third of the clergy deceased wer~ comparatively
young men when they departed, and nearly one·third of them were very suddenly
called.
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"May the IJord Jesus Christ, aC,cording to His own most true promise, be present
amongst us to-day. May He, by His Spirit, so order my speaking-, so direct your
hearing, that we may depart ftence humbled, comforted, encouraged, quickened,
blessed. Then, whether we are suffered or not to meet on earth again, it shall indeed
be well with our flocks and with ourselvE;Js :-w~ll with our flocks that we have been
provoked so to labour for them, that when we have to give account we may do so
with joy and not with grief i-well with ourselves that we have been stimulated so to
trade with the talents given to us, every man according to his several ability, as, at
the Master's return, to hear Him say, ' Well done, good and faithful servant, enter
thou int~ the joy of thy Lord.' "
The Bishop then proceeds to review his diocesan history for the last three
years, and he does so with a minuteness and a comprehensiveness that exceed
all we eyer remember to have met with in a charge. Whilst he has, in that
comparatively short space of time, acquainted himself with all the varied details
and minutire of his wide-spread diocese, it is at the same time most cheering
and spiritually refre.shing to contemplate what has been accomplished by the
good hand of bis God upon him. Had the same been effected in or n'ear London, Liverpool, Manchester, or some southern diocese, we should not have been
so much surprised; !Jut in a diocese so remote, and so proverbial for its want of
true spiritual light, energy, and fervour, we are the more struck, and the more
compelled to exclaim, "What hath God wrought." In his review of what has
been accomplished, the Bishop may well" thank God, and' take courage."
Passing from the secular to the spiritual, and speaking of the men he has
ordained, and what ought to be the real character of -every true minister of
Christ, the Bishop says : "I can thankfully record that, as each Ember season has passed away, I have felt
renewed reason to -praise my heavenly Master for permitting me to ordain and send
forth such men as I have around me into the sacred ministry of His holy Church.
For indeed, my brethren, the great care which, as in duty bound, I have taken before
accepting any, and especially non-university candidates, has hitherto resulted in securing to the diocese the services of many valuable pastors-shepherds whom I know
to have won the respect and affection of their flpcks to a remarkable degree.
" For do not, I pray, let anything which has now been said leave on your minds
the impression that it is, in my judgment, impossible for humble men to gain the
respect and affection of the people committed to their charge!
"There have been, alas, as is too well known, moral causes in active operation
amongst us for many generations, which have tended to diminish, if not altogether to
destroy, the leg-itimate influence of the clergy amongst the people. Thank God, my
brethren, that those causes have now become, with regard to the vast majority of
our number, a matter of history. But their effect is, even now, too painfullJ felt, in
the suspicion with which every new appointment is regarded i-in the reluctance of
the people to render any homage whatever, virtute ojficii, to the ordained minister of
the Lord Jesus Christ; in the tardiness with which even a truly Christian life, with
all its unselfish service, extorts, at the length, the confession that" this is a holy man
of God which passeth by continually." Still that acknowledgment is eV'er ultimately
made, where it can really be justly rendered. And then how cordial is the attachment of the caut.ious and obeervant northerner! The h,umble orig-in, the narrow
means; detract not from the true love with/which the pastor is cherished!
"For it is essentially to character, genuine Christian character, that our people pay
reverence. That minister, therefore, will never command their affections, even though\
he be correct in moral deportment, who is still, to all intents and purposes, in his
maxims, his habits, his pursuits, and his pleasures, the man of this world. His flock
may allow and excuse these things in themselves, they will never allow and excuse
them in him. The salt has lost its savour, and it shall be trodden under foot of men.
"Nil est tritius quam qui vult divinus haberi, ac non est." Nor will he be able to
lead a,people whom he cannot drive, who comes before them clad in that sorry sub·
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stitute for true spirituality of heart and life, the garb of priestly assumption. A sorry
substitute indeed it is. It utterly fails to give peace to bim that wears it. It utterly
fails to conciliate the allegiance of his parishioners. The very worldlings amongst'
them see through and despise the flimsy disguise. 'l'hey secretly fret against, even
when they may be too apathetic to oppose, the various innovations by which be would
fain keep .up a form of godliness, even while he denies its genuine power. 4-nd the
best of hIS flock, the holy and humble men of heart whom he should nou"rlsh and
cherish, and by ",hom he should himself be nourished and cherished in return, they
mourn in secret for his pride, as they reit.erate the- prophet's pathetic lament, "The
dise:.sed have ye not strengthened, neither have ye healed that which was 'sick,
neither have ye bound up that which was broken, neither have ye brougpt again that
which was driven away, -neither have ye sought that which was lost" (Ezek.
xxxiv. 4).
The Bishop then exhorts:i'Let us then, my brethren, whatever our previous story ~ay have been, be of good
courage. Let us be what we ought to be, what we have promised to be, and then all
legitimate influence, all wholesome success will assuredly be ours-men of our Bibles,
men of prayer, men of single eye, men of honest conversation, men of unworldly life,'
men of· unselfish aims, men, in short, answering to the lineaments of that striking
portrait, which hangs in the vestibule of the greatest of sacred and uninspired allegories.. ' Then said the interpreter, come in, and I will shew thee that which will be
profitable to thee . . . . The which when he had done, Christian saw the picture of
a very grave person hung up against the wall; and this was the fashion of it. It had
eyes lifted up to heaven, the best of books in his hand, the law of truth was written
upon his lips, the world was behind his back. It stood as if it pleaded with men, and
a crown of gold did han/!: over its head.
" 'CRR.' Then said Christian, What meaneth this?
" , INTER.' .,The man whose picture this is, is one of a thousand; he can beget
children (1 Cor. iv. 15), travail in birth with children (Gal. iv. 19), and nurse them
himself when they are born. And whereas thou seest him, with his eyes lift up to
heaven, the best of books in his hand, and the law of truth writ on his lips, it is to
shew thee, that his work is to know and unfold dark things to sinners; even as also
thou seest him stand as if he pleaded with men; and whereas thou seest the world
as cast behind him, and that a crown' hangs over his head, that is to shew tnee that,
slighting and despising the things that are' present, for the love that he hafh to
his Master's service, he is sure, in the world that comes next, to have glory for his
reward.' "
Tne way in which the Bisbop bs commented upon the "Esmyists and
Reviewers," as well as upon the notorious (we had nearly said the despicable)
• Bishop Colenso, is so striking, and so well worthy our readers' careful perusal,
that, even at the expense of our space, we feel compelled to quote his Lordship's remarks in full : " When last I addressed you from this place the-land was, with one voice, bewailing
the treachery of men, who, ranked among the presbyters oJ our Church, had not
shrunk from such' free handling' of the Truth, in that notorious volume the' Essays
!lnd Reviews,~ as left us, if their conclusions were sound, little' if any of the distinctive •
features of Christianity. Their work however was one rather of suggestion and of
insinuation than of direct gainsaying. Far otherwi~e is it with volumes which, bearing
the Dame of a Bishop on their title-psge, have followed each other in rapid succession.
In his' Critical Examination of the Pentateuch and the Book of Joshua,' Dr. Colenso
has done his utmost to brand these aDd other Old Testament Scriptures with. the
stigma of pious frauds. Nor is it the Old 'l'estament alone which shall thus suffer at
his ·bauds. The New Testament must inevitably share in the disgrace of 1he elder
volume. For, tbrou~hout its pages, our Lord and His Apostles not only refer to the
alleged events chroDlcled. as is asserted, by Moses; as to historical facts, but also
recognise him as' the true author of the narratives that bear his name. Hence it
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follows, that if Dr. Colenso be right, then they-upon whom as fonndation and corner
stone the Church is built-are either deceivers or deceived ;-and where are we?
The only volume which had, upon investigation of its external evidences, and, as we
had fondly thought, of its internal character also, seemed to be a Revelation from
God, is convicted of forgery and falsehood, and we are left, without chart, without
compass, without pilot, to battle with' the waves of this troublesome world,' not only
Ignorant of the course 'to be followed in order to -reach' the land of everlasting life,'
but utterly in doubt of the very existence of any such land at all.
.
"It is true, my reverend brethren, that the objections-I might better say the
cavils-of the Bishop of Natal have not, for the most part, the merit e~en of novelty.
In many cases centuries have passed since first they saw the light, and centuries have
passed since first they were met and refuted. But it is characteristic of religio:us
error- a characteristic which would, even if we had no other information on the point,
at once determine its parentage-that when, in the lapse of years, it comes forth again
to kill and to destroy, it ever obtrudes itself upon the Church, with a lying effrontery,
as the recent discover.v of men of the current generation. The main difference is,
that, as might be expected in the machinations of a subtle, a practised, and a versatile
foe, the outward form and appearance of the plot is altered, to suit the temper and
habit of the age in which- it is to be executed. Thus that ill.disguised atheism which
called forth the genius and the industry of a Cudworth and a Stlllingfleet, was the
appropriate weapon of offence at the licentious epoch of the Restoration. Thus that
cxaltation of natural religion at the expense of the Revelation of God, to which we
owe the Analogy of Butler and the Evidences of Paley, was the watchword of the
foe, in the more correct times that followed. Thus, yet once again, in this our day, a
period of high classical tone and deep religious feeling, the foe patronizingly takes the
Lord tesus Christ under his care, and, while he ext9ls that grand unselfishness, tbat
gentle sympathy, for which truly He was distinguished, professes to vindicat.e His
honour from the unworthy aspersions of the antiquated theologians,-who can still dare
to teach that man did· need, and that his Creator did exact, a propitiatory sacrifice for'
sin, But the object of the enemy and the result of his tactics, where they have
succeeded, have been in every case the. same, the separation between the sinner aud
his Saviour, and the consequent ruin of his soul. And so it Is in the present case.
Bishop Colenso may-disclalm the malignant bitterness of Celsus and of Porphyry, he
may shun the coarse profanity of Bolingbroke and of Paine, and yet it is after all but
to betray with a, kiss the very same Scriptures which were the objects of their more
open enmity, l:\Ud by one traitorous blow to deprive us both of Moses and the
prophets, and also of Him of whom Moses in the law and the prophets did write.
"It is also true that the attacks of Bishop Colenso have been repelled, and
thoroughly refut.ed, by many of the replies whicll they have called forth. Amongst
these, if you regard the assailant as' an arithmetician, a character to which he has
undoubtedl., a very considerable claim, I might'name the pamphlet of the Rev. 'Fhomas
Lund, in whicll the diflicult,ies of the African prelate connected witlt the_numbers of
the Pent,ateuch are sllmmarily and effectually dealt with,-if you are content (0 treat
the caviller as an Hebraist, a title to which his rigb.t is, in the eyes of competent.,
judges, somewhat questionable, I would have you refer to the masterly treatises of
the late Dr. M'Caul-one who has been taken to his rest, too soon alas for us, though
not too sosn for himself-' the righteous perisheth, and no man layeth it to hCl),rt:
and merciful- men are taken away, none considering that the righteous is taken ftom'
the evil to come.'.
.
:.
" It is certaiuly marvellous, that the cOll3cience of Dr Colenso has not proved
sensitive enough to compel him quickly to· escape from his present anomalous position.
't'hat an Euglishman should, of his own free will, entist in the military service of his
countr.y; that he should attain t.o the degree sf one of the captains of its host; that,
at each step of his adval1ce, he should, by vows the solemnity of which cannot be'
overstated, pledge himself to maintain the security of the -realm aud the honour of
its Sovereign ag~inst all and every possible foe: t.hat having done all this he should,
at the hour of his native land's greatest peril, enter into deliberate correspondence
with t.he enemy, and sow treason broadcast among the troops he has been appointed
to command, and yet should continue to retain the commission, to wear the uniform,
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and to draw the pay of his rank, is an hypothetical case, the enormity of which can
only be equalled by its impossibility. And yet it has found its actual parallel in tbe
conduct of the Bishop of Natal-with this fearful aggravation, that tbe interests
betrayed are those of Christ's Church, the treason perpetrated is against the • Lord
.
of lords, and King of kings.' "
The parallel is a just one, and stamps the hapless Colenso as a traitor to his
church, his country, and his God!
Our review of this most Hmely and important Charge has already extended to
so great a' length as to compel us to reserve our further remarks for a second
notice.

Selected Letters from the Correspondence of the late REV. HARRY GREY, of
Torquay. London: W. Macintosh, 24, Paternoster Row.
LETTERS of both point and power. Take a specimen:-" How strange was our
mistake in former days, when we looked for happiness and enjoyment in that
broad road which, neither in its commencement, progress, nor end, ever included
real enjoyment. But we have been led into a better road, where Christ is our
guide, Christ is our object, Christ is our strength." Most blessed of all discoveries this! Here, and here alone, is the true source of enjoyment.
Memoirs of the Life and Philanthropic Labours of ANDREW REED, D.D. Edited
by his Sons, ANDREW REED, R.A, and CHARLES REED, F.S.A. London:
Strahan and Co., 32, Ludgate Hill.
WE are reading this volume with intense interest. The labours of the deceased,
were Herculean. We stand amazed in the contemplation of them, and are
ready to ask, "How was the thing possible 7" In an early number we shall
(D. V.) return to this volume.
The Complete Works of RICHARD SIBBES,. D.D., vol. vii. Edinburgh:
James Nicho!.
The Practical Works of DAVlD CLARKSON, B.D., vol. i. Edinburgh:
James Nicho!.
The Complete Works of STEPHEN CHARNOCK, B.D. Edinburgh: James Nicho!.
.
London: James Nisbet and Co.
THREE more volumes of this invaluable series of old standard Divinity are now
before us. Of the works themselves we need not say anything. rrheir value is
of world-wide notoriety, as far as those who know and appreciate the truth are
concerned. Our business is to commend the enterprise to our readers. It has
been faithfully and admirably carried out. The publisher is entitled to every
encouragement; he has ..undertaken,. and thus far carried successfully through,
a noble work. We can but wish him, in every sense of the word, God-speed.
The Sea, and other Poems. By EDWARD DALTON, Rector of Tramore, County
Waterford. London: Dalton and Lacy, 28, Cockspur Street.
OUR dear friend, the Rector of Tramore, has,' during his recent illness, added
to his previous list of books the volume before us, which cannot but be read
with deep interest by every lover of poetry, in the strict sense of the word.
Holly and Ivy; a Story of a Winter's Bird's Nest. Bath: Binns & Goodwin.
London: Marlborough, Houlston and Wright.
,
DURIJIiG our recent visit to Ireland, it was our privilege to viEit the "Bird's
Nest," of which the volume before us furnishes an account. We can do no
more In our present number than say, both the book and the work of which it
treats are highly important and interesting. We hope to take up the volume
again next month.
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