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.. Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

DEATH-BED SOENES; OR, THE TESTS OF FAITH.
" Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves.
Know ye not your own sehes, 1I0w that Jesus Ohrist is in you, except
ye be 1"eprobates ,2 "-2 OOR. xiii. 5.

IN respect to the observations with which we closed our last paper,
perhaps we cannot do better than illustrate our meaning by a few
simple facts. If we mistake not, it was Dr. ADAM OLARKE was
once called to visit a gentleman who was very ill. He had repeated
interviews with him, and, as he appeared to be in deep concern about
his never-dying soul, the Doctor sought to bring the hopes and consolations of the Gospel to bear upon him. It was, however, all to no
purpose. No appeal nor argument seemed to reach the case. His
labour was in vain. At length, he ventured to express his surprise
to the sick man, and his belief that it was contrary to God's usual
mode of operation; that if there had been a thorough sense of sin,
and a free and undisguised acknowledgment of it before the Lord,
He was wont to fulfil His word, "He that confesseth and forsaketh
his sin, shall find mercy;" and again, " If we say that we have no sin,
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our
sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness" (1 John i. 8, 9). "Now," added the
Doctor, "tell me, is there a something that you have been seeking to
conceal even from the Lord? Is there some sin upon the conscience
that has not been acknowledged?" Impressed with the question,
the gentleman replied, "There is, and the facts are these :-Some
years ago, I was a passenger on board a ship bound from America to
pp
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Liverpool: and, just as we were about to sail, and whilst the captain
was very busy upon deck, a person came on board asking him to take
charge of' the bag of money he had in his hand, and which was consigned to some merchant in Liverpool. The captain took it from him,
and hastily laid it upon one of the lockers in the cabin. There it remained for hours; when, simply by way of joke, I (said the gentleman)
took it up and concealed it, taking for granted it would speedily be
missed, and asked for: instead of which, the captain having forgotten
all about the money, no inquiry was made, until several days having
passed, I, for fear of being charged with thift, said nothing about it.
At length we reached Liverpool, and, application being made for the
gold consigned to the merchant, it was not forthcoming, and, for the
reason I have already assigned, I refrained from disclosing the facts.
The consequence was, the captain was charged with the robbery, put
to prison, and there died! since which I have been a miserable man."
Dr. CLARKE'S counsel was) that the wife or kindred of the captain
should be immediately sought out, and the money returned, with
interest. This was promptly done. The mind of the sick man was
thenceforth relieved; the truth, in its comforting power, was brought
home to his soul, and he died in the faith and hope of the Gospel.
This fact reminds us of another which came under our mvn personal
observation in our late parish. There was one of the congregation
under, apparently, deep concern of soul. She was a very attentive,
and seemingly a most anxious hearer. Again and again did we visit
her, and sought, by every argument in our power, to meet her case.
In preaching, she was much upon the mind; and we have left the
pulpit at times, vainly imagining the hopes and encouragements held
out mtt8t have reached her case; and we have expected to see her go
from the house of the Lord, like Hannah of old, "with her countenance no more sad;" but no, it has been quite otherwise. She
remained in precisely the same doubting, almost despairing state.
At length, we 'Could not but, like Dr. CLARKE, express our surprise.
We expected that there was a something in reserve; and so it proved.
She had been in the constant habit, for a considerable time, of taking
laudanum; she was persisting in it at the very moment when conferring with us about the state of her soul. When it came to our
knowledge, we went, and, in the presence of her husband, charged her
with it. He (poor man), said, "I am glad, sir, you have at last found
it out." That poor unhappy woman had commenced her sad, souland-body-destroying practice by helping herself from a bottle in her
uncle's (a chemist) shop, in order to appease the pain of toothache;
from that she gradually took more, and more, and more, until she
became infatuated, and at length fell a victim. It was a pitiable case.
She was left a mere wreck. It was not until we had left the parish,
that she passed away. Whether or not there was at last" hope in
her death," we must leave for the day to declare. Suffice it, the
impression left upon our mind about reserve, in relation to conviction
of sin, and an expressed concern about salvation, has never left us.

I
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Many years ago, we were personally acquainted with two elderly
men, who, in their day, had been hearers and professed followers of
the late Rev. WILLIAM HU_TTINGToN. We shall mention the name
.of the o~e ; that of the other we deem it prudent to withhold; suffice'It,
the latter was professedly a preacher of the Gospel. In the earlier part
of our acquaintance with the first-named, TH03IAS OONWAY, we were
in the habit of walking twelve miles every Sunday, to Gower·street,
London, to hear that dear servant of God, the late HENRY FOWLER.
Knowing somewhat of the deep travail of soul we were passing
through, that beloved old disciple to whom we have alluded (Mr.
OONWAY) would, without our knowledge, watch for indications as
to the word being clothed with power and consolation. He would
throw himself in our way, after service, and say, "I saw your lips
move: you were singing to-day."
[Reader, do you know what it is to go to the house of the Lord,
and have no power to sing? aye, to feel, as though the very attempt
to sing the praises of God would only add to your condemnation, and
make what is already bad even worse? ] "It will be all right byand-by, my young ll'iend," he would add," and you'll sing,
"My Jesus hath done all things well."

In such encouraging terms as these would that dear old disciple
speak. "I was a hearer of Mr. HUNTINGTON for years," he would say,
"but my soul was brought into liberty whilst reading three letters
of Dr. HAWKER'S." Now and then, when trade was slack, and his
circumstances depressing, he would say, "the enemy at times suggested
that he should come to the Union after all." At such times, we have
felt. compelled to reply, "The only union you will ever knowanything about is that which exists between Ohrist and His dear people."
And so it proved, for the Lord stood by and sustained him until the
last. It was our privilege to visit him on his dying bed; and there,
as before, he testified of Divine consolation and all-sufficiency. It
was good to be by that sick-bed; nor can we ever think of that dear
servant of the Lord without pleasure and gratitude.
On the contrary, how different are the reflections in the othet case.
The aged one whose name we have withheld, was, as we have said,
likewise a follower of that honoured servant of God, the Rev. W.
HUNTINGTON, but there was a spirit about him we could neither
understand nor approve of. "Oh, you are So-and-So. Ah! your
father told me that I preached the fiTst Gospel sermon he ever heard."
It was not for a young man, and still younger disciple, to express to
such an elder, and a professed preacher of the Gospel, his doubts of
the statement, but we have since lived to question it altogether. In
a business transaction, subsequently, there was manifested a piece of
the greatest hypocrisy. " Oh, do take it," said he, proffering the price
for certain work that had been done; at the same time, whilst the
words were thus uttered, the hctnd proffering the money was seen to
be kept back-gradually withdrawn-giving most plainly the lie to
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the language of the lips. We believe that man to have been the subject
of covetousness, as well as a proud self-sufficiency, thinking himself
right, and but few (if any beside) in the same secret. Whereas,
with respect to such men and their teachings and spirit, we may well
adopt the language of the dying patriarch, "0 my soul, come not
thou into their secret; unto their assembly, mine honour, be not thou
united." There are some who have lived and died calling themselves
"HUNTINGTONIANS," whom, had Mr. HUNTINGTON been alive, he
would never have owned j for, whilst they were notoriously fond of
money, notwithstanding the insinuations of his enemies to the contrary, none could have well cared less for it than Mr. HUNTINGTON.
But· once more with respect to the aged minister. He was upon
his sick-bed, and it was stated that his mind was very dark. A friend
requested us to go with him to see him. We went, and never shall we
forget the sensations by that sick and dying bed. The contrast between
that scene and the scene by the bed-side of that dear old disciple,
THOMAS CONWAY, W!LS as marked as possible. The heart was closed,
the lips sealed. After a few minutes-and most irksome minutes
they were-we were glad indeed to withdraw. "Why, yOLt said
nothing," remarked the friend who conducted us to that sick-bed, in a
tone of great surprise. No, nor could we, so completely was the heart
closed, and the lips sealed. We were dumb before the Lord. Whether
any ray of light broke in upon that poor man afterwards, we cannot
say. His death-bed, however, has ever since presented itself to our
mind as one of those solemn, cautionary ones, prompting one to seek
to know the ground of one's own personal standing before God, as
well as to exhort others to look well to their ways, and to beware lest
there should be any root of bitterness fostered in the heart, or any
love of filthy lucre. "Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord,"
exclaims the Apostle, "we persuade men j " and again he says, "It is
a fearful thing to fall into the hand of the living God."
We scarcely like to finish this paper thus, lest we should unintentionally wound, or awaken needless anxie.ty in the breast of any of
the feeble-minded among the Lord's family. We shall, therefore,
mention one other case, quite in contrast to the foregoing.
When once visiting Nottingham, during an interview with the
never-to-be-forgotten RUTH BR YAN, the case of a certain person most
painfully afflicted was mentioned. He was not only labouring under
a most distressing malady, but was the subject likewise of great darkness of mind. On our way to the train next morning, it was arranged
that we should call upon the person in question. We did so, but were
informed that he was asleep. "We cannot wait," was the answer,
., being on our way to the train." So said our friend, "Oh, Mr. D.
must see him," said the poor anxious wife, and so she went and aroused
him. In another minute we entered the room, and a most pitiable
object presented itself in the person of the afflicted man. In a
moment, as we stretched out the hand to shake hands with him, the
.words came of a sudden to the heart and upon the lips, "Is it well
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with thee? is it well with thy husband? is it well with the child? " and
she answered, "It is well." Time was short. We had not a minute
to spare. We bent the knee, and committed him to the Lord. Rising
from our knees, "What was that passage you mentioned when you
came into the room? " said the dying man. We repeated it, and,
taking his Bible, found the place, and turned it down. "I shall meet you
in eternal glory," he exclaimed, with a rapture which was most blessed.
Twelve or fourteen years have rolled away since that brief but eventful scene; but its freshness and savour are still retained; yea, and we
believe will beto the latest moment of our earthly remembrance. We
believe that the Lord the Spirit dropped that word into that poor
doubting one's heart at that moment, and that thus it was made
marrow and fatness to his poor never-dying soul. In his case "the
set time to favour Zion had come."
Oh, reader, how powerful and how precious is the word of God,
when applied by the Holy Ghost. May you and ourselves know
and experience increasingly its sweetness and power.
We shall in our next, if the Lord will, take up again that precious
passage, "For we know that if our earthly house of tMs tabernacle
were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens" (2 Cor. v. 1).
Meanwhile, may the Lord give us to say with the Psalmist, " Search
me, 0 God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts:
and see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way
everlasting" (Psalm cxxxix. 23, 24).
" Do not I love Thee, dearest Lord?
Oh, search this heart and see;
And from my bosom tear the part
That beats not true to Thee."

So prays, dear reader, your willing servant in the Lord,
St. Luke's, Bedminster, August 6, 1866.
THE

EDITOR.

PREOIOUS BLOOD.
SAv'n by blood, I live to tell
What the love of Christ hath done;
He redeem'd my soul from hell,
Of a rebel made a son:
Oh! I tremble still to think
How secure I liv'd in sin;
Sporting on destruction's brink,
Yet preserved from falling in.
In His own appointed hour,
To my heart the Saviour spoke;
Touch'd me by His Spirit's power,And my dang'rous slumber broke.

Then I saw and own'd my guilt:
Soon my gracious Lord replied,
"Fear not, I my blood have spilt,
'Twas for such as thee I died."
Shame and wonder, joy and love,
All at once possess'd my heart;
Can I hope Thy grace to prove,
After acting such a part?
"Thou hast greatly sinn'd," He said,
"But I freely all forgive;
I myself thy debt have paid,
Now I bid thee rise and live."

IT is awful to consider, if we may judge of men by their fruits, how
many who sit before God, as His people sit, will be cast at the last day
into outer darkness.
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"The preacher sought to find out acceptable words."-EccL. xii. 10.

AN INTERVIEW WITH THE POPE'S CHAMBERLAIN.
THE Quiver is publishing a series of letters (says the Record), sketching a
trip to Italy, and notably to Rome, which are, we believe, from the pen of
the Rev!Robert Maguire. In one of them he describes an interview at
the Vatican : After my leisurely visit to St. Peter's described in the preceding chapter,
I found it was time to present my letters of introduction.· One of these
was addressed to the Hon. and Very Rev. Monsignore Talbot, the Chamberlain to the Pope. I accordingly proceeded to deliver this letter. I
climbed the lofty staircase of the Vatican, past the Raphael Gallery, to
the chambers of Monsignore. As I reached the door of the chambers, I
confronted a tall, handsome, English-looking gentleman, of light complexion, gracefully and very becomingly dressed in a purple soutane,
buttoned closely from the neck to the feet. In the course of a bow and a
mutual salutation it transpired that this was the Monsignore, to whom I
handed the letter; He read it, and at once introduced me to his apartments. There is nothing of any moment connected with this visit that
would require it to be kept as a state secret. It was on his part a friendly
reception of a stranger coming from his own country; and it was on my
pai·t a pleasure to be able to see and speak with one so near to the Papal
authority.
Our conversation at first was on small matters and trifles. He asked
me why particularly I had visited Rome-supposed it was to see the ceremonies-would not find them at all edifying-too many strangers in town
-too much of mere sight-seeing-scarcely any devotion-all crowding,
and crushing, and excitement. In this he spake but too truly-the ceremonies of Holy Week are not at all edifying. We then talked about my
route of travel, my accommodation in Rome, what the probable expense
of the tour might be, and all that. The Monsignore then asked me about
the state of parties (Church parties) in England-about High Church,
Low Church, Broad Church-and wished to know to which of these I
belonged. He further inquired about the ritualistic doings in the Church
of England. I was obliged to confess that there was a considerable movement in the direction of high ritual, but that it was chiefly confined to a
few clergymen, and that the great body of the English laity had no sympathy with the movement.
The Monsignore then stated his own views on the matter. He said"I do not consider the Tractarian party to be sincere: they hold all our
doctrine, and yet they remain apart from us. The Evangelicals have less
light, and less appreciation of (Roman) Catholic truth; and yet I believe
them to be nearer salvation."
For this kindly expression I thanked him, though it did not reflect
creditably on either head or heart of Evangelicism, and said-" Then do
you admit that we may be saved ?"
"Oh, yes," said the Monsignore: "you are all baptized, and we
acknowledge the baptism of heretics."
. "Heretics!" I said. "Now, Monsignore, I think it rather hard that
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you should call us heretics. May I ask you to point out in what respect
we hold any doctrine that is not clearly contained in Holy Scripture? Let
us take St. Peter's Epistles, and by what St. Peter has written I am ready
to stand or fall in the matter of the charge of heresy."
He replied-"You in England partake much of the Nestorian heresy,
seeing you withhold from the blessed Virgin the title of ' Mother of God.'
This must greatly impair your appreciation of the catholic truth of the
divinity of Christ."
"N9W, Monsignore," I said, "I have not come here for controversy, I
am here to see things that are to be seen; but, if you so desire it, I am
prepared; only remember it is not I that have provoked it."
To this he fairly assented; whereupon I proceeded to observe-" We
call the blessed Vu'gin by the title by which she is called in Scripture,
"the mother of Jesus' (John ii. 1)."
" Just so," he replied; "but is not Jesus God? so that, being the
mother of Jesus, she is the mother of God."
"Not so," I answered; "this confounds the natures of Christ-Divine
and human. The Divine nature never was born, and, therefore, could
never have had any maternity. The human nature was born, and of this
nature only was Mary the mother."
He did not seem to see this, whereupon I strengthened my position"Call to mind, Monsignore," I said, "the words of the Athanasian
Creed, an authority with both of us-' God, of the substance of the Father,
begotten before the worlds: and man, of the substance of His mother,
born in the world.' In each of us there is the double nature--the body
and the soul; now, my parents are not the parents of my spirit, but only of
the body, as, in fact, the Athanasian Creed says again-' For as the reasonable soul and flesh is one man, so God and man is one Christ.' The
Divine nature in Christ was unborn; the human nature only had a human
parentage."
"But I do not mean," said the .Monsignore-" I do not mean to say
that Mary was the mother of the Divine nature in Christ."
" And yet you do say that she was the mother of God," I observed, and
proceeded at once to point out this strange inconsistency. "You say she
is not the mother of the Divine nature, and yet that she is the mother of
God. Now, what is the Divine nature but God?"
From this he could not retreat, I did not feel that that was either the
time or place to pursue my advant~e; so we passed on to a little talk
about Dr. Pusey's Eirenicon, and his proposed offer of peace with Rome.
We both agreed that such a proposition was impracticable; that a flag of
truce unfurled to the Church of Rome means an unconditional submission
and surrender to all she teaches and demands. Her claim to infallibility
has stereotyped her doctrines;-" What I have written, I have written."
I further said that we Protestants do also base our faith on the claim of
infallibility-the unerring and irrevocable testimony of the Word of God,
" and the Scripture cannot be broken." My own opinion is that so long
as Rome builds on her own infallibility, and keeps to it, and we build upon
the infallibility of the Holy Scriptures, and cleave thereto, it is impossible
we should ever meet; and, if possible, it would not be desirable on any
other terms than the drooping of the standard of human authority to the
higher authority of the Word of God.
" Well, Monsignore," I said, "I have occupied much of your time. I
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suppose you are going to the Sistine Chapel this afternoon. I am about
to take my place so as to be in time for the Miserere."
He rose and thanked me for the interview, and thus ended a conversation that we both enjoyed, extending over more than an hour, in which we
talked together and reasoned one with the other, in a good and friendly
spirit, on points of essential difference between us.

..
"THAT THEY ALL MAY BE ONE."
JOHN

xvii. 11-22.

CHRIST, from whom all blessings flow,
Perfecting the saints below,
Join us in one spirit, join;
/
Let us still receive of Thine;
Still for more on Thee we call,
Thou who fillest all in all.
Closer knit to Thee our Head,
Nourish us, 0 Christ, and feed;
Let us daily growth receive,
More on Thee, our Jesus, live.
Jesus, we Thy members are,
Cherish us with kindest care;
Move, and actuate, and guide;
Divers gifts to each divide;
Placed according to Thy will,
Let us all Thy work fulfil;
Never from our office move;
Needful to each other prove:
Use the grace on each bestowed,
Tempered by the art of God.
Sweetly may we all agree ;
Touched with softest sympathy,
Kindly for each other care,
Every member feel its share;
Wounded by the grief of one,
Now let all the members groan;
Honoured if one member is,
All partake the common bliss:
Many are we now in one,
We, who have put Jesus on.
There is neither bond nor free,
Male or female, Lord, in Thee.
Love all difference hath destroyed,
Rendered all distinctions void.
Names and sects, and parties fall,
Thou, 0 Christ, art all in all.

Col. i. 18-20.
Eph. v. 27.
Eph. iv. 13-16.
John xvi. 14.
Eph. iii. 16-18.
Eph. ill. 19.
Eph. i. 22.
John vi. 56-57.
Eph. iv. 15.
John vi. 51.
Eph. v. 30.
Eph. v. 29.
1 Cor. xii. 11.
Psalm lxviii. 18.
1 Cor. xii. 18.
Rom. xii. 6-21.
Rom. xii. 1-5.
Rom. xii. 6-9.
1 Cor. xii. 24.
Psalm cxxxiii.
1 Cor. xii. 25.
1 Cor. xii. 26.
1 Cor. xii. 11.
1 Cor. xii. 26.
Phil. ii. 26-27.
Rom. xii. 5.
Phil. ii. 4.
1 Cor. xii. 12.
Gal. iii. 27.
Gal. iii. 28.
1 Cor. xiii. 4-8.
Eph. iv. 1-3.
1 Cor. i.l0.
1 Cor. iii. 21-23,

BELIEVERS have experience of the power and efficacy of indwelling sin.
They find it in themselves. They find it as a law. It hath a self-evidencing
efficacy to them that are alive to discern it: they that find not its power
are under its dominion. Whosoever contend against it, shall know and
find that it is present with them-that it is powerful in them. He shall
find the stream to be strong who swims against it, though he who rolls
along with it be insensible of it.-DR. Owu.

'",'
j
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WAYSIDE NOTES.
THE ARK OF THE COVENANT OF THE LORD.
" And he (])aVl:d) dealt among all the people, even among the whole multitude of
Israel, .as well to the women as men, to everyone a cake of bread, and a good
piece of flesh, and a flagon of w~·ne. So all the people departed eVM'y one to
h~'s house."-2 SAMUEL vi. 19.
AFTER the death of Saul, the tribes of Israel came to David, saying, "We are
thy bone and thy flesh," and reminding him of the Lord's saying, "Thou
shalt feed my people, Israel, and thou shalt be captain over Israel." They
made a league with David, and anointed him king over Israel. As soon
as the Philistines heard of this, they assembled in great numbers in the
valley of Rephaim. And David asked the Lord if he should go up against
them, and the Lord bid him go, and, moreover, promised to deliver them
into his hand. Ever true to His promise, our covenant God did so. He
directed His servaut how to proceed, moreover, went before him. The
result was the Philistines were smitten, and another signal victory gained
by the people of God, through the strength of their J ehovah-nissi. Now,
for twenty years the Philistines had retained the ark of the covenant,
while all the house of Israel had lamented after the Lord. So that after
this signal triumph, David went down with his people to Kirjath-jearim,
to bring it up from thence. It must have been a pretty sight to have seen
the long train of the children of Israel, wending their way through the
olive gardens and vineyards, with the ark of the covenant in their midst,
and David and other sweet minstrels, playing upon instruments of music
before it; but, alas! man's infu'mity often mars such fair scenes, and so
it did in this case. David had made a great mistake in having had a new
cart made whereon to place the ark, contrary to God's command, that
none should carry it but the Levites, whom He had chosen for that purpose. And here we pause to remind our reader that this is just the growing
error of the present day. Modern divines are for ever wanting to 'put
the ark upon the-new cart of man's inventions; in other words, the truth
is no longer presented in its simplicity, and in accordance with Divine
revelation, but it is decked and dressed with human ingenuity, and, as in
the case before us, calamitous results follow. The procession had arrived
at Nachon's threshing-floor, which was near Jerusalem, when Uzzah put
forth his hand to the ark of God, and took hold of it, for the oxen shook
it: and the anger of the Lord was kindled against Uzzah, and God smote
him there for his error, and he died by the ark, a signal and standing
warning to the end of time to all those who dare to touch the ark of the
Lord with unsanctified hands, in other words, who dare to minister in holy
things unsent and unsanctified by the God of Israel.
Well, they brought the ark of the Lord into the city of David, and set
it in the midst of the tabernacle he had pitched for it; then David offered
burnt offerings and peace offerings before the Lord, and, blessing the
people, dealt to everyone who bore the name of Israel, "a cake of bread,
and a good piece of flesh, and a flagon of wine. So all the people departed
everyone to his house."
vVe would, beloved, draw three points from this interesting narrative
for our meditation at this season, and may the Lord bless the consideration thereof, to thtl profit and comfort of our souls.
Q Q
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I. What was it that caused the people of God such joy? It was the
settlement of the ark in their midst.
ll. Notice the commemorative feast. David dealt to everyone of them,
"a cake of bread, a good piece of flesh, and a flagon of wine."
Ill. What was the result? "So all the people departed, every one to
his house."
1. THE SETTLEMENT OF THE ARK IN THEIR MIDST.

It is very remarkable, that a box something about a yard and-a-half
long, should have been such a centre of attraction-that its absence should
have)Jaused such deep lamentation, and its presence such hallowed joy;
there must have been something very significant in it. And so there was:
it was Jehovah's method of shadowing forth to His people the Person, work,
and character, of the Second Person in the glorious Trinity; that ark was
an eminent type of the Lord Jesus Ohrist. A careful examination of this
will repay our research. We might think of-I. Its Oonstruction. 1I.
Its Oontents. Ill. Its Oharacteristics. IV. Its Oonveyance.
(1.) AS TO THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE ARK.

We have already alluded to its size, notice, therefore1. It was made of imperishable wood.-" And thou shalt make an ark of
Bhittim wood" (Exodus xxv. 10), a wood that is incorruptible and never
rots. Now, I think here we have a representatioh of Ohrist's human
nature, and may rejoice with David in the fact that God" would not suffer
His Holy One to see corruption." After His resurrection, He appeared
to Thomas in the selfsame body that had been crucified. "Reach hither
thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it
into my side: and be not faithless, but believing." In that body He
ascended., and in like manner we are told He will come again. Here, then,
is a glorious mystery, that flesh and blood should be advanced to the
highest throne of majesty, and we may worship Him still as the God-man,
one ever touched with the feelings of our infirmities, and further2. The ark was entirely covered with gold.-" And thou shalt overlay it
with pure gold" (Exodus xxv. 11). Here, I think, we have portrayed
the Divine nature, character, and glory of Ohrist. He was" covered with
gold." Now, gold is found in the earth, and must be searched for. So our
dear Lord was on earth, and yet His Deity shone forth again and again ;
as for instance, in His changing water into wine, raising the dead to life,
walking on the sea, and commanding the wind and the waves to obey
Him. Gold, too, is very precious; and so is Jesus, "To you that believe He
is precious;" and methinks I hear the reader who has realised communion
with Him, exclaiming, "Ab! that He is, more precious to me than words
can tell." Again, gold is to be tried by fire. So was Jesus led up into
the wilderness to be tried in the fire of temptation. His righteousness is
compared to the gold of Ophir, known for its purity and excellence; and
gold is a figurative expression representing glory. So, that, in a variety of
ways, may we see how completely our spiritual Ark" is covered with gold."
3. It was furnished with rings and staves.-" Thou shalt make staves of
shittim wood, and overlay them with gold. And thou shalt put the staves
into the rings by the sides of the ark" (Exod. xxv. 13-14). As it stood
in the holy of holies, the mercy seat was placed above it, between the
cherubims, whose faces looked one to another, and whose wings pointed
downwards to the mercy seat. "And there I will meet with thee," said
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J ehovah, "and I will commune with thee from above the mercy seat,
from between the two cherubims :"
" Here will J ehovah dwell,
To maniiest His grace;
Here will He rescue souls from hell,
And they shall see His face."
But the ark had rings and: staves; for it was to leave the holy of holies,
and be carried in the midst of the people of God. So, dear Jesus left the
bosom of His Father, and came, like the ark, in the midst of His people.
vVell, we have referred to enough to show that the very construction of the
ark"was not without meaning. It was made of imperishable wood, was
covered with pure gold, and was furnished with rings of gold and staves
of shittim wood. Much, very much, more might be told upon this point,
but we pass on to think of
(ll.)

ITS CONTENTS.

The apostle Paul, in a few words, tells us what was in t"t, "The ark
of the covenant overlaid round about with gold, wherein was the golden
pot that had manna, and .A.aron's rod that budded, and the tables of
the covenant" (Heb. ix. 4). Three things, then, were in this sacred
repository:1. "The golden pot that had mannc(." That small, round, white, sweet thing
called manna (or living bread), with which Jehovah fed His people for
forty years in the wilderness, until they came to the borders of the land of
Canaan, a golden pot of which, was to be laid up before the testimony, to
be kept for the generations of the children of Israel; a type of the Lord
Jesus Chl'ist, who would be as living bread to His spiritual Israel throughout their wilderness joul'lley. He was small, as the babe of Bethlehem;
round, indicating that" from everlasting to everlasting- He is God;"
white, for" He did no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth;"
sweet, for His words are sweeter than the honeycomb to the hungry soul.
Hence the truth of His own declaration, realised by all who feed upon
Him by faith, " I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if
any man eat of this bread he shall live for ever."
" No carnal mind this bread can taste,
But heaven·born souls upon it feast;
They much receive, yet crave still more,
And eat and live for evermore."
2. "Aaron's rod that budded." Here was a living priesthood typified, and
to whom could it refer but to the Lord Jesus Christ! at first, like Aaron's
.rod, a root out of a dry ground-for when Jesus was born and laid in the
manger of the stable of a poor roadside inn, nothing could look more unpromising; but in due time the rod budded, blossomed, and brought forth
fruit-and those fruits are gathered by us, beloved, in the shape of pardon,
mercy, love, grace, and so forth, the result of His death, reslU'rection, and
ascension, and in the fact that He, as our faithful High Priest, ever liveth
to make intercession for us. And then in the ark there were3. "The tables of the covenant." ,Vhen I look at the law deposited in the
ark, I see that which condemns and kills; but when I see the law within
the heart of Jesus, I see that which justifies and makes alive, for He is
the Law-fulfiller who said truly, "Thy law is within my heart;" and so it
was, for He fulfilled, magnified, and honoured it. So that "there is
therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus." And,
Q Q 2
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they are called the tables of the covenant, because the law on Mount Sinai
was a covenant made with the people of Israel, and was typical of the
covenant of which Christ is the SUTety and Mediator, and which He
ratified by His blood. Now, we feel very much might be told of these
hidden treasures in the ark, and that this is but a passing glance at them,
while we proceed a step fUTther in OUT view of the ark, and notice(IH. )

ITS CHARAOTERISTICS.

It is called in the word,
1. "The ark of God" (1 Sam. iii. 3)-because God ordered its construction, had to do entirely with it, and His eye was upon it from first to last.
This, of itself, will show us its deep significance, and that if it occupied
God's thoughts, it may well do OUTS. But we go fUTther than this, it was
so called because it foreshadowed Jesus, and He was and is God the .Ark.
And then it is called2. "The ark of God's strength." "Now, my God, let, I beseech Thee,
Thine eyes be open, and let Thine ears be attent unto the prayer that is
made in this place. Now theI'efore arise, 0 Lord God, into Thy resting
place, Thou, and the ark of Thy strength: let Thy priests, 0 Lord God, be
clothed with salvation, and let Thy saints rejoice in goodness. 0 Lord
God, tUTn not away the face of Thine anointed: remember the mercies of
David Thy servant" (2 Chron. vi. 40-42). What precious pleading!
what earnest wrestling! As if he would say, Look upon Jesus, He is the
Ark of Thy strength; and for His sake have mercy upon us. Oh! we can
understand, beloved, such pleading as this. And then it is called3. "The ark of the oovenant of the Lord" (Nurn. x. 33)-because (as
has been already told) in it were the tables of the covenant. We cannot, dear reader, be too alive to the fact that OUT God is a covenant
God. I know it is a term despised in the present day of so-called
"advanced intelligence," but let you and I adhere to it. There is the
greatest comfort and security in its realisation, and a religion without
covenant promises, covenant mercies, and covenant blood, is worthless.
And then it is called4. "The ark of the testimony" (Exod. xxx. 6)-for reasons which have
been already alluded to.
And there were several most interesting featUTes about the ark. We
remark:(1.) It was anointed with sam'ed oil. J ehovah commanded that certain
ingredients should be taken and made into an oil of holy ointment, "It
shall be an holy anointing oil. And thou shalt anoint the tabernacle of the
congregation therewith, and the ark of the testimony" (Exod. xxx. 25, 26).
Jesus was the Anointed One of His Father, as it is written concerning
Him, " Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest wickedness: therefore God,
thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows."
" Anointed as the Head
Of all the chosen race,
On them 'He ever deigns to shed
The unction of His grace."
(2.) The ark was the symbol of the divine presenoe and glory of God (Num.
xiv. 43, 44). Even the enemies of God seemed to feel this; for it is
remarkable that although the Philistines retained the ark for so many
years, they never dared to look into it; and when it was regained by
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Israel, they became conscious that the battle would go against them, for
they shouted with a great shout, "Woe unto us! woe unto us !" ~'.
And, then, to the people of God, the ark was what Jesus is now to His
spiritual Israel, for it is in Him God meets with true worshippers, and many
are the blessed seasons they have from time to time, when communion is
enjoyed with Him who sits upou the mercy seat between the cherubims.
(3.) Wherever the ark came the places were holy. " And Solomon brought
up the daughter of Pharaoh out of the city of David unto the house that
he had built for her: for he said, My wife shall not dwell in the house of
David king of Israel, because the places are holy, whereunto the ark of the
Lordhath come" (2 Ohron. viii. 11); so that not merely was it considered
that the tabernacle where the ark had been was holy, but the houses
where it had rested were considered holy also. How one must feel that
so it is with regard to the houses of men of God. Who has not sat in
some little room in the house of a servant of God, and felt that this is a
sacred spot? Perhaps the walls have been hung round with the portraits
of dear and departed ministers of the Gospel, and on the table has been a
well-thumbed Bible, and many other things have told that it is a sacred
spot, because the ark has rested there. Jesus has been present-it has
been a place of communion.
And then, one thought more here we must name:(4.) It was a crowned head that honoured the ark, and ~could not 1'est until it
was in the midst of His people. Ah! reader, this is the strength of a nation
-even Jesus in the midst. We are rejoiced at any information which
tells us ofour beloved Queen honouring Him and His people. We have
just read the following with an uplifted heart for a blessing upon her : " In the draft of the treaty which was sent out from England-the proposed treaty of amity and commerce between England and Madagascarthere occurred this remarkable sentence: 'Queen Victoria asks, as a
personal favour to herself, that the Queen of Madagascar will allow no
persecution of the Ohristians.' In due time that treaty was signed, and
in it was the following reply: 'In accordance with the wish of Queen
Victoria, Queen Rasoherma engages that there shall be no persecution of
the Ohristians in Madagascar.''' ,Ve are thankful for this, in the midst
of much that must depress one concerning our beloved country, our firm
conviction being, that God's judgments upon us are to be traced to our
forsaking the ark, and becoming allied to much that dishonours Christ.
Aud now, having mentioned a few of its characteristics, and some
interesting features concerning it, let us pass on to the consideration of(IV.)

ITS CONVEYANCE.

The rings and staves were made for the purpose of its being carried
about in the midst of the children of Israel, and it was to be borne on
the shoulders of the Levites alone. Let us notice some remarkable incidents that occurred in co=exion with its conveyance; and1. It was bef01'e the ark that the waters of Jordan partecl. After their long
wilderness journey, God's people arrive at the brink of Jordan; their
memorable wanderings are at end; the promised land is in view. The
people press forward with longing desire; but the Lord bids them come
not too near the ark, but keep their eyes upon it, that they may be
guided, "for they had not passed that way heretofore." The Jordan is only to
be once passed. vVhen we come to it,. it will be for the first and last time.
And now the feet of those that bear the ark are dipped in the brim of the
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.1l0wing waters. What aileth thee, 0 Jordan, that thou wast driven back?
Thou hast heard the voice of J ehovah; thou art standing up in a heap in
the presence of the ark of God's strength. The people stand on firm
ground in the midst of the river-bed; they pass over. Israel is in the
promised land, and Joshua sings a song of praise to a covenant God.
My brother or sister in Ohrist, think you that Jesus will fail you when
you come to t~ brink of Jordan? Oh! no; the ark of God's strength will
be there; underneath will be His everlasting arms.
" Though high may swell the stormy tide,
The Lord will be at hand to guide."
Again,
2. It was before tMark that the walls of Jerl.cho fell. The Lord told Joshua
that he had given Jericho into his hand, and instructed him how to proceed to take it. The principal thing was, that he was to compass the city
with the ark of the covenant of the Lord. At the appointed time, the
priests before the ark blew their trumpets of rams' horns, and "the wall
fell down :flat, so that the people went up into the city, every man straight
before him, and they took the city."
Reader, if the Lord Jesus Ohrist has entered in, you will understand us
when we remind you that it was before Him, our spiritual Ark, the walls
of that Jericho-heart of thine fell, and straightway the stronger man
armed entered the citadel, and conquered all opposing foes. Was it
not so? Again,
3. It was before tJte ark that Dagon fell (1 Sam. v.2-4). The Philistines
brought the ark of God into the house of Dagon, and set it before Dagon.
'When the men of Ashdod went early in the morning, behold, Dagon was
fallen upon his face to the earth. So they set him in his place again, and
went the next morning early, when they found that Dagon was fallen
again on his face to the ground before the ark of the Lord; and the head
of Dagon, and both the palms of his hands, were cut off upon the threshold;
nothing but his stump was left to him. So must fall every Dagon that
is raised up in opposition to Ohrist, whether it be the Dagon of Freewill,
the Dagon of Ritualism, the Dagon of Oolensoism, or the Dagon of
Popery.
Dear reader, is there some Dagon set up in thine heart? Is it in the
form of some earthly object? If it has thy supreme affection, and thou
art one of God's Israel, it must fall; for Jesus will be to His own" the
chiefest among ten thousand, and the altogether lovely." And then4. It was in the presence of the ark that the PhiZistines were plagued (1
Sam. v. 6-12).-Thus, that which constitutes Israel's joy, is a plague
to Israel's enemies. When their Dagon had fallen, their first desire was
not to honour the ark, but to get rid of it. They said, "What shall we do
with the ark of the God of Israel?" and they agreed to send it to Eb·on.
" And it came to pass, as the ark of God came to Ekron, that the Ekronites
cried out saying, 'fhey have brought about the ark of the God of Israel to
us, to slay UB and our people." There is a consciousness in the heart of
the unregenerate when God is near; it plagues them beyond measure to
have anything sacred in their midst. They are settled upon their lees,
and do not want disturbing. In the case before us, they felt that the ark
was the repository of what was sacred; they believed in it, although they
desired to away with it. The very devils believe and tremble.
And now, having noticed some important things in connexion with the
conveyance of the ark, we might ask, And where is it now? Let St.
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John answer the question. In his vision, he saw the four and twenty
elders which sat before God on their seats, fall upon their faces and worship
Him, and he adds, "And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and
there was seen in His temple the ark of His testament" (Revelations xi. 19).
Not the material repository, the wood of the ark as well as the wood of
the cross, were among the things that were done away with, so that they
might not be an object of adoration; but Jesus our spiritual Ark within the
-Jeil. Oh! then, we will look up. May faith see Him where He is, and
yet through the Spirit, may we feel He is in the sanctuary, He is in our
homes, He is in our hearts. And now, reader, let us notice-

n. THE COMMEMORATIVE FEAST.

....

"David dealt to everyone a cake of bread, and a good piece of flesh,
aud a flagon of wine." Surely the difference in the food given must have
been to suit the varied capacities of the people, so that not one who bare
the name of Israel, should be excluded from this joy-f~ast. So that in
"the cake of bread" we may have that which was suitable to the little
ones; in a good piece of flesh, that which would strengthen the young men
and women; and in the flagon of wine, that which would comfort the fathers
in Israel. Be this as it may, the commemorative feast seemed as typical
as the ark; for in the cake of bread, see we not Jesus as the staff of our
spiritual life ? in the good piece of flesh, Jesus as the true nutritive to our
souls? and. in the flagon of wine, the comforting influence of the Holy
Ghost, and those spiritual blessings ·which flow from Christ Jesus? And
we might notice, that in preaching the Gospel, ministers should recollect
the different food dealt out by David in this co=emorative feast. First
and foremost the ark should be present, or there will be no joy; then
the little ones must have their cake of bread, and pure milk; and while
strong meat will be craved for by the growing ones, the aged saints whom
the storms of life have knocked well about, will need the wine of the
Gospel, such a cordial as that which tells them they will soon be home.
" A few more rolling seas, at most,
Must land them safe on Canaan's coast."
Ill. THE RESULT.

"So all the people departed every one to his house." That is,
refreshed and comforted, their chief joy being that they had possession of
the ark once more. And this is the Christian's chief joy, finding Christ.
Oh ! how one is ever feeling after Him! how one sighs for His daily presence! How often does the child of God return from the sanctuary on
the Sabbath to his home, sick at heart, because there has been little or no
mention of Christ, and no spiritual meal spread! At the close of the day,
through the unfaithfulness of the watchman, he has to say, "No Jesus today, no ark in our midst." It does appear to the mind of the \\loiter, one
of the most cruel things possible, for a so-called minister of the Gospel to
present anything to the people short of Christ. After men have been
toiling all the week amidst accumulated duties and difficulties (we mean
Christian men and women), it is a shame to withhold Christ from them;
it is that which alone can send them to their homes satisfied and comforted. May God raise up among us more faithful preachers, for verily,
in these days, one has to go far for a sight of the ark, for a crumb of true
bread, or a sip of the wine of the Gospel. Hophni and Phinehas were
hirelings, and knew not the Lord, yet they had charge of the ark. Well
might Eli tremble: what would he have done had he lived now f And
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then,. it is not merely a Sabbath-day Ohrist that will suit the true ark follower; day by day he will need Him. There is a very precious statement (1 Ohron. xvi. 37), "So David left there before the ark of the cove~nt of the Lord, Asaph and his brethren, to minister before the ark continually, "AS every day's work required." Yes, beloved, we live increasingly to feel that every day's work requires Christ,. at least, the writer
does-he finds things arising every day and all the day which drive him
to Jesus, and the burden of his cry continually is
"Nearer, nearer to Him clinging,
All my sorrows to Him bringing,
Let my helpless soul be found;
May His grace in me abound."
Thus, beloved, have we at this season been led out in thought concerning the ark of the covenant of the Lord. It is a fruitful theme, and
much, very much more might be added, but we must forbear.
And now in conclusion what1. A word is here to the sinner: those who are slighting Christ, and
treating with ridicule the ark and its followers. Michal, the daughter of
Saul, scorned David and despised the ark; and the judgment upon her
in consequence, was, that she should be affiicted with perpetual barrenness.
2. A warning t's here also to the professor: those who dare to touch
the things of God with unsanctified hearts. Uzzah attempted to lay
hands upon the ark of God, and was struck down, and died by the ark of
the Lord. Judgment must be in store for those who have a name to live
and yet are dead.
3. A word is here also to congregations and ministe1·s. Be satisfied
with nothing short of the settlement of the ark in your midst; and may
God raise up more men among you who, like David, shall feed you,
Sabbath after Sabbath, with a " cake of bread, a good piece of flesh, and
a flagon of wine."
4. A word is here to the tried and tempted: "Around the ark was a
crown of glory." Follower of Jesus, cheer up; around your pathway is a
crown of glory. This it was that made Peter rejoicingly say, "And when
the Ohief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that
fadeth not away." Think much of" the ark," beloved, for in Jesus are
hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
" The ark of the Lord,
Thus Jesus is given
With cherubims high,
An ark to His saints,
Did Israel afford
And carries to heaven
Both glory and joy.
Their songs and complaints."
And now may God's blessing accompany this meditation to the profit of
yom' souls, that Jesus may have a revenue of praise, while we remain,
Your fellow pilgrim in the Oannan-bound train of Ohrist's followers,
Bury St. Edmunds.
G. O.

I

I"

EXTRAOT FROM BISHOP HOPKINS ON THE NEW BIRTH.
To the Editor oj the Gospel Magazine.
[BELOVED FRIEND,-I send you a small extract from some sermons by
Bishop Hopkins (edition 1694), with which, I think, you will be much pleased.
There are several very sound discourses on the nature and necessity of the
new birth which would be suitable for many congregations in the present
day. I would that our bishops would speak out on this and kindred subjects.
Praying that God may bless this and all the other pages in your Magazine,
believe me, yom's affectionately,
ALFRED HEWLETT, D.D.]
ANOTHER reign of regeneration is that which St. John speaks of in his
first epistle, iii. 9, 10: "Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin;
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for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because be is' born of
God. In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the
devil." This place may, perhaps, be among the number of those that had
'been more clear had they been less expounded. I shall only give you the
genuine native sense of the words, and then proceed to manage them to
my present purpose. "W!wso is born of God sinneth not." Some from hence
have concluded a possibility, at least, of a sinless state in this life; others,
the infallible certainty of it-not only that a child of God might attain to
such a perfection as is exclusive of all sin, but that whosoever is a child
of God cannot, upon that very account, be guilty of any sin. So like are
errors to precipices, that, if a man lose his firm footing, usually he falls
headlong, nor doth he stop till he dash himself against the bottom and
foundation of all religion and piety. Had these men but seriously considered what the same apostle saith in his first chapter, verses 7, 8, 10,
" If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us;
and if we say we have not sinned, we make God a liiw"-had they but pondered
this, they would not have entertained such an overweening conceit of a
spotless perfection of life here, whereof the greatest part is no better than
sin, and the best of it but too much defiled with it.
Others interpret it thus: So long as we are the childl-en of God, so
long we cannot sin. And so the Papists go: but these go upon an
erroneous supposition that every mortal sin, as they call them, makes an
intercision of justifying grace, and doth, as it were, annihilate the new
creature. Others interpret it thus: Insomuch as we are the chilili'en of God,
we cannot sin under that respect and notion, as we are the childl'en' of
God, but even so far as we are, the best of us, in the most part um-enewed.
Though this is a certain truth, yet it is but a diluted and waterish exposition of this place, and it amolmts to no more than this: that a regenerate man sins not as he is regenerate; that the principle of grace in him
is not that principle from whence sinful actions proceed; and certainly no
man that considers the weight of this Scripture expression will think that
the apostle, by such an instance and ingemination, would press so thin a
meaning as this is. The interpretation, therefore, that I judge to be the
more natural and unforced is this: He that is born of God sinneth not;
that is, he doth not sin in that malignant manner as the children of the
devil do; he doth not make a trade of sin, nor live in the constant and
allowed practice of it. N either can he thus sin, because Ms seed remaineth
in him. This seed remains, and keeps him that he cannot sin, either as
apostates do who totally forsake the ways of God, or as profane persons
do who never embraced them. There is a great difference between
regenerate and unregenerate persons in the very sins that they commit.
All indeed sin, but a child of God cannot sin; that is, though he doth
sin, yet he cannot sin after such a manner as wicked and unregenerate
men do. There is a vast difference betwixt them, even in that wherein
they most agree-see that place in Deut. xxxii. 3, " The/I' spot l'S not the
spot of His children." Even deformities themselves are characteristic, and
a true Christian may come to know by his sins that he is not a sinner;
and as they differ in the committing of sin, so much more in the opposing
it. Let us therefore examine ourselves what evidences we have in
respect of the keeping ourselves from sin, that we are regenerated or born
again.
Few things are of so hardening a nature as theories in religion.
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anh !totes of ~m1tOns.

A SERMON BY THE LATE REV. W. ASH.*
"Faint, yet pwrsuing."-JuDGES viii. 4.
THE life of the true believer in Jesus is a series of paradoxes. Paul hath
stretched the strongest outlines of it in 2 Cor. vi. 5-10, and however
unaccountable all this may appear to the carnal mind, the fact is literally
exemplified more or less in every age-such, indeed, is the family feature
of the disciple of Christ! And his walk of faith carries with it an exact
uniformity of correspondence. I have often thought, that among the
felicities of heaven, a portion of the enjoyment will be to look and trace
the wonderful path of grace, in which the Lord hath brought His people
on, amidst all the difficulties and discouragements of the way; to
observe the kind preventions of love, in the days of our unregeneracy;
to mark down the instances of pardoning mercy since, in the numberless
transgressions and departures from God, by which the walk of the most
upright may be traced. Yea, what a huge volume doth every believer's
history form of the Lord's forbearance-and man's undertakings !-and
what a subject will be unfolded to new when the whole volume is completed-manifesting our merit was never in the standard of Divine favour,
but the result of God's distinguishing mercy, "Who hath saved us, and
called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according
to His own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before
the world began" (2 Tim. i. 9). And I do venture to believe, that if you
were to accustom yourselves to this study, the view of past evidences of the
faithfulness of God would be among the best means of strengthening your
future dependence upon Him, and, under His blessed influence, of preparing your mind against any of the remaining trials with which you
may yet be exercised. "Faint, yet pursuing "-the characters of whom
this was said, were Gideon and his little band, who were engaged in
fighting the battles of the Lord. God had assured them of victory; but
in the moment when they were promising themselves a triumph, new
difficulties arose. The text represents them in the heat of action. Faint,
under the many assaults which they had sustained, yet pursuing, as if
nothing hurt, to the sure destruction of the foe. Such is the spiritual
warfare of the believer. From the first moment he buckles on the holy
armour, in the conflicts of grace, there is no remission until he is undressed for the grave. There can be no truce in this war; you cannot
have a better testimony that you are a true soldier of Christ, than while
carrying this motto on your banner, "Faint, yet pursuing."
Perhaps I may be addressing certain individuals who, at this moment, are
inwardly exclaiming, "I shall certainly perish by the hand of this enemy."
Others there may be also whose hearts are discouraged because of tile way.
Our subject, I trust, will administer relief to such by the Holy Ghost
directing them where to look for aid, and from what source alone it is to
be expected. Cheer up, my brother, though thou canst do nothing of thyself, yet thou, even thou canst do all things through Christ, which strengtheneth thee. From these few, but very expressive words,
1. Let us illustrate that faintness of soul which ariseth from the'contentions of grace.
., An account of the triumphant departure of this dear servant of the God appeared in
the Gospel Magazine in October, 1852.
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Corruption, amidst the various exercises of it.
And this view of the renewed nature of man, if traced from its beginnings, and carefully followed up through all its progress until it be consummated in glory, opens to us a subject at once both interesting and
humbling. V'lhen the believer is first introduced into the Divine life,
and when God, "ho commandeth the light to shine out of darkness, hath
shined in the heart, the eye of the soul, like the eye of the body, suddenly
emerging from blindness, will see things, but, as it were, through a glass'
darkly. The ne,,-bo1'11 babe of Christ, as the newly-regenerated believer
is called, like the natural infant, comes into life in a state of helplessness.
And when this state is considered, as opposed to all the powers of the old
man, who, though crucified, is not dead-and, as creatures in their dying
pangs, sometimes send forth the strongest efforts for the recovery of life,
so his oppositions to grace will not unfrequently burst forth with redoubled
violence. Now, when "e consider this state of irreconcilable opposition
between the old and new nature, nothing can more fully demonstrate
with what langour the believer is introduced into spiritual life. Hence
those expressive figmes by which the Holy Scriptures represent it, such
as "a day of small things "-so small as to be scarcely perceivable, and to
promise nothing; a grain of mustard seed; its strength compared to the
bruised reed-a just emblem j and as it respects its warmth of piety, to
the smoking flax. What but Omnipotent Grace can sustain this babe of
grace? And as in its entrance, so in its progress. It is all in creatme
weakness, Divine strength is perfected. Some of you who best know the
various exercises of the soul in the struggle of grace with corruption,
like the Shulamite of old, of the two armies in their uninterrupted
skirmishes, can best describe the faintness induced therefrom. You who,
by the Holy Ghost, have been given to see and feel the plague of your
own heart, when from heart sin you have experienced heart sorrows, and
induced by great trials to fear grace was withering and ready to die, you
can best say what fainting of the heart that is when you .have been
prompted to cry out, "My strength and my hope is perished from the
Lord." Nor is this all-hell itself is up in arms to oppose the child of
grace in his warfare. Paul describes this, "We wrestle not against
flesh and blood only, but against," &c. (Eph. vi. 12). What a conflict!
Totally impossible would it be to resist such legions of enemies if seasonable supplies of grace "ere not continually granted from above. But it will
be better to illustrate and explain this doctrine if, from a general observation
of the subject, we were to examine some more particular instances of it.
(1.) As sin is the most frequent cause for which the soul faints,
and this, more or less, becomes the complaint of all exercised believers,
let us begin with our vie" of this, in which, if I mistake not, every
child of God may find cause enough to explain to him the reason of
his fainting. Sin, in its very nature, is a source of sorrow; but in a
believer it is attended with peculiar aggravation. David found it so;
hence, smarting under the galling effec~in the mind of fresh contracted
guilt, dwelt upon this as the most painful circumstances of it. " Against
Thee, Thee only (repeating the word) have I sinned," &c. (Psalm li. 4).
And what were the faintings of his heart on these occasions we learn from
his many penitential expressions. When sins, gross sins, against a
covenant God, and a sense of their number and magnitude, swell the sad
account-when the whole is accumulated together, and the soul can
neither look within but with dread, nor look up with any hope-who
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must but faint and drag on heavily in the path of grace, and mourning as
he goeth, as one did of old, crying, "0 wretched man that I am! who
shall deliver me from the body of this death?" This is one cause of
sorrow, and it is the parent of every other, and many, many a dear child
of God has felt this by bitter experience.
2. The withdrawings of the Holy Ghost, or the hiding of God's countenance, as they are called, in the strengthening and refreshing influences of
His grace upon the heart. That deadness which the soul sometimes feels and
complains of when engag~d in acts of devotion-that awful silence at the
mercy seat, which deeply-exercised believers groan under, when, like the
prophet, they exclaim, "0 Lord, how long shall I cry, and Thou wilt not
save?" In these and similar situations, well known to the faithful, who
must but faint and tire along the heavenly road, when causes so many and
so distressing conspire against them? And have you not found that Satan
hath availed himself of those dark seasons, to harass the soul with his
temptations? Have you not been prompted to fear that all your former
prospects were a delusion ?-that.the voice of Jesus you never had known ?
-and, whilst thus distressed, have never experienced that masterpiece of
Satan's stratagem, when the soul is tempted to say, "Surely the Lord
would not look on all this time, and be silent, while the devil thus
triumphs over me, if I really were a child of grace! " What the feelings
and failings of a believer must be on these occasions, are better conceived
than described. " The heart knoweth its own bitterness."
3. One more state I will mention, and which occasions faintness, and
which is this-the unhappy infirmity of a believer to misinterpret the
providence of God. It would be difficult to ascertain how many and how
various the avenues by which distress enters into the mind of a believer
on account of the dark and mysterious dealings of God with His people.
A few outlines will be sufficient: bereaving Providences-straitened and
difficult circumstances-sudden and lmexpected breaches in our persons
or families-plunged in 'poverty and want while beholding the rioting
excesses of the wicked-these cause great sorrow, and this sorrow is
greatly increased when the beliewr connects therewith the remembrance
of some past transgression. Dand furnishes a proof of this kind; and
thousands like David have been brought, I believe, to the brink of
apostacy (Psalm. lxxiii. 1-17).
It was not until David went to the sanctuary of God, that these seeming
contradictions were explained to him; and so also must you and I go to
the same blessed school, there to be taught by the Holy Ghost, that all
God's judgments are right, and that all our hasty conclusions arise, like
David's, fmm our own infirmity. Unbelief makes us lose sight of that
blessed" covenant which is ordered in all things and sure." No wonder
the believer grows faint and languid by the way. Believer, you have
much to humble you, and at the same time much to be thankful for. If
grace be so weak, and corruption so strong, let it rather excite your
wonder, and call forth your praise, that a soul so sifted as yours should not
long since have perished. If a spark of grace lives in such a sea of corruption; if a taper so feeble still burns, and be kept in notwithstanding
the rudest winds are blowing upon it from every quarter, ought it not to
induce you thankfully to acknowledge and to admire that Divine strength
which is so marvellously displayed in creature weakness? If this important lesson be taught you, my brother, by the Holy Ghost, in the experimental teachings of your own heart, your sharpest exercises m.n
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ultimately prove your sweetest comforts. For what furnisheth matter for
prayer now, will hereafter produce cause for praise. Faint you may bebut lost ~u never can be. How can he sink under whom are the everlasting arms? And in the meantime, let that sure promise be of comfort:
" He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless
come again with rejoicing."
(2.) I now proceed to the second object which I proposed to accomplish,
namely, to show that ho"ever faint the believer is, yet he is still pursuing,
and through grace, is enabled to hold on and to 1J,old out against all opposition, to the attainment of the" prize of the high calling of God in
Christ Jesus." It is hard "ork to do this, I acknowledge; and the case of
the exercised believer at times seems perilous and dangerous in the extreme. But it is the very distinguishing character of the life of grace,
that God the Holy Ghost carrieth it on in the heart of the truly regenerated amidst a thousand difficulties. It may, and does appear, on numberless occasions, to the believer himself, as if his hopes were all over, and his
expectations perished. But this, my beloved, is the very process by which
Divine strength is made perfect in human weakness; and however low the
life of God in the soul may seem, it is not lost-though apparently dying,
it is never dead; neither indeed j'S it possible, for this plain reason, it is
an immortal spark: many "atel'S cannot quench it, neither can the floods
drown it. It is an incorruptible seed, which liveth and abideth for
ever; it may seem long buried in the earth, and no traces of it seen,
"but it shall revive as the corn, and grow as the vine." It is a fountain
or a well of water springing up into everlasting life. It is eternal life
itself-a life hid with Christ in God; and, though the believer is in himself
always dry and unpromising, and in Ohrist alone, is his fruit found. All
these show that the "ork of gI'ace carried on by God the Holy Ghost is
for eternity-it ne,er stops short of this; and the more feeble the Lord's
people, the greater the display of Divine power. But I had better be more
particular.
(1.) I will suppose, for the sake of argument, that some precious soul
may be in such a degree of faintness as to be ready to give up all for lost,
and is writing bitter things against himself. Perhaps your offences may
have been attended Ilith peculiar aggravations-your transgressions, you
tell me, are against better knowledge, and are what David calls "presumptuous sins." I readily agree with you that such instances, arising
from the assaults of sin and Satan, are enough to induce great heaviness
of spirit; but, notwithstanding this, I will still contend that such a
believer, however faint he drags on the way, is yet pm·suing. And in confirmation of this, a more precious evidence cannot be desired that your
own experience furnisheth. You groan, being burdened-sin occasions
this burden-you faint under its baleful effects daily. Now, my brother,
do not these things cause you continual sorrow and heaviness of heartdo you not find your soul humbled to the very dust before God, .by reason
of this state? Would you not purchase, were it possible, an exemption
from those remains of indwelling sin, with the price of anything you
possess? Yes, I know you would. Then, depend upon it, grace is yet
alive in your soul-the reed, though bruised, is not broken, nor the
smoking flax quenched. Besides, those sighs which the soul sends forth
for deliverance-the tears-all prove this. And Paul felt exactly what
you feel, when he said, "0 wretched man that I am 1" &c. Language
like this cannot proceed from that sorl'OW of the world which worketh
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death j but they are the breathings of a soul under the influence of the
Holy Ghost, loathing its sin, and longing for forgiveness and deliverance
at the foot of the cross. Nature, in her highest attainments, cannot
imitate this-nothing but grace can lead to such results (Zech. xii. 10).
Ah! these fairitings under sin, and longing after His favour, demonstrate
indeed the powerful workings of Divine grace. Were you careless, unconcerned, and hardened, I would speak another language, and in another
tongue.
(2.) Are they faint from the mthdrawings of the Holy Ghost in
His refreshing and strengthening influences-are they distressed on this
account-do they feel heart straitenings-bondage-little disposition
to go to a mercy seat, and, when there, less comfort--hence conclude that
the Lord has forgotten them? In these and other situations, by which
unbelief tears and harrows up the soul, the complaints themselves incontestibly show that grace is not only unextinguished, but in full exercise in
the heart. For if the Holy Ghost had actually and totally withdrawn His
influences-whence those earnest desires for the enjoyment of His presence which are the effects of His own creating? Must there not be grace
in the heart, when, like the church, you send forth that sweet breathing:
" With my soul have I desil.'ed Thee in the night; yea, with my spirit
within me will I seek Thee early"? This conflict, my brethren, only shows
that though faint, you are yet pur:,lling. The Lord Jesus is leading you
by this process through the most precious exercises of the soul. The
furnace may be hot, but not a particle of gold shall be lost, only the
scum of sin which must be taken away. The trials of the faithful are
great--necessarily great; but their triumphs are certain, and will be
great (Zech. xiii. 9). Hence, therefore, though all the powers of hell and
corruption unite, the Lord Jesus must and will bring His people off
victorious. His name, His honour, and His glory, are all concerned in
the everlasting security and glorification of His church and people. And
to see a poor sinful dying worm of the earth still preserved-fainting, yet
pursuing-and this amidst a host of foes, mighty too-and at length made
a conqueror, more than a conqueror, by the blood of the Lamb-this is
what opens a new source of joy in heaven, and calls up that song of praise
which John heard, and which will be sung in the full assembly of the
first-born, when the Lord has finished the trials of His people, "Now is
come salvation," &c. (Rev. xii. 10). The undeviating rectitude of an
angel cannot bring equal glory to Jesus as that of a saved sinner. Remember then, my brother, a total exemption from sin and sonow, belongs
only to that climate where none of the inhabitants shall any longer say, "I
am sick." But in the present mixed region of things, through which the
believer is travelling towards his heavenly home, th.e atmosphere will be
frequently cloudy and stormy, and "hile without are fightings, within will
be fears. But how sweetly thy Jesus addresses thee, 0 thou exercised
believer, "Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed," &c.
(Isaiah xli. 10). And how sweet the thought: there is a rest which
remaineth for the people of God. Pray, if fainting under a sense of sin,
that the Spirit would apply to you the blood of Ohrist--pray for grace to
act faith upon that soul-reviving Scripture, which assures you that the
hour is at hand, when Jesus, the Morning Star, shall appear, and the
Lord will be your everlasting light, and thy God thy glory. In a "ordwhatever be your trials, all the promises are yours, and the promises of
God are sure (Isaiah xlv. 29, 30, 31).
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" Verily, 'Verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on Me, the works that I ao
shall he d<J also,. alld greater works than these shall he do,. because I go
mdo my Father."-JoliN xiv. 12.
OUR Lord seems, in this chapter, endeavouring, by varied arguments, to
reconcile the minds of His disciples to the events which He knew to be so
near-the agony of Gethsemane, death on Oalvary, and subsequent return
to glory. Difficult seemed the task to persuade the sorrowing disciples
that it was expedient for Him to go away. They had always received
His allusions to it, during the earlier part of His life, with dislike, so that
we find Peter at one time saying, "Be it far from Thee, Lord: this shall
not be"; and we read in Matt. xvi. 21, "From that time forth began
Jesus to show unto His disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem,
and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be
killed, and be raised again the third day," as if this were the fixst time He
had made known things that were to come to pass; but as time wore
away, the season came in which it was necessary for our Lord to utter
plainly the words, "A little while, and ye see me no more." Such news
from the Saviour's lips filled the disciples' hearts with much sorrow, and
we find Him seeking to comfort, and to show them the greater blessings
that were to be the result of His return to His Father, and the descent of
the Holy Ghost; that not only should they do the works that He had done,
but even greater,. and in verses 13 and 14, that although they were not
able to come to Him in person, yet that whatsover they asked in His
name, they should receive: just as though we had an earthly king's son
for a friend, and as one "ho loved us, and at his departure he were to say,
" I shall not be here in person, but ask what you will in my name, my
father will give it; for he loves me, and you for my sake, therefore in
denying you he would deny me."
Verse 15. "If ye love me, keep my commandments." We who have
been brought out from the bondage of Mount Sinai, and are no longer
subject to "the law of commandments contained in ordinances," too
often when we read about commandments, begin to exclaim, "Legal!"
But we forget that though "e fU'e delivered from the heavy burden,
and galling yoke of that law by whose works "no flesh can be
justified," still we fU'e bidden to take on us the easy yoke and light
burden of Ohrist's commands, which we find in the New Testament.
Such as, "Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in
heaven is perfect"; "Let your light so shine before men, that they
may see yom' good works," &c.; "Take no thought for yom' life"i
" Take no thought for the morrow"; and one other I would mention, so
short, yet so hard to obey, "Follow me." " Follow me," says Ohrist, "in
my humility; follow me in my unselfish spirit, caring not that I have no
soft pillow to lay my head on, so that a widow's tears are dried by the
raising of her son; or that I sit and beg water,at the well, of a poor
woman, so that some have wine in abundance at a marriage feast; caring
not though I remain without food forty days, so that a multitude should
not be sent fasting away. 0 follow me! in my weeping over the souls
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of men, in my compassion for those in sorrow, in my readiness to drink
the bitterness my Father had allotted to me, in my boldness to repro,e sin
"here,er I found it, whether in those "ho flattered me with their lip~, or
entertained me at their table. Follow me in my silence amidst blasphemy,
in my meekness whilst enduring buffeting and shame, in my patience
under affiiction, in the means I used to keep myself fitted for service, by
prayer and constant converse with my Father. Follow me in my disregard for the voice of the world, and remember that though the people
filled my ears with ' Hosannahs' as I entered Jerusalem, yet I spared
not to cast out the evil workers from the temple." I fancy I hear the
Saviour speaking thus. Oh! how difficult we find it to bear even this easy
yoke! how difficult amidst the voices of relations and christian friends, to
listen to the voice of the Beloved, only whispering," Follow me." Such are
a few amongst the many of Ohrist's commands leading us, if we keep them,
into the paths of peace and happiness, and we are bidden to show our
love to Him by keeping them.
Verse 16. "And I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another
Oomforter, that He may abide with you for ever." Let us mark those
words, "I willpray" and " He shall gice." We see not even the shadow of a
doubt here. 0 that we might ha,e such faith when we pray. It was a
Comforter that was promised. The Saviour, whilst on earth, had been to
the disciples, One to· whom they had made known all their difficulties, and
before whom they had expressed all their desires. He was one to whom
they often came with such words as, "Master, explain to us this parable."
But soon He was to be parted from them, and they would no longer be
able to come to Him for comfort and advice, therefore, He says, "I "ill
send you another Oomforter." And to guard them against the thought that
this other Oomforter should be like the Saviour, and stay with them only
for a season, He adds, "He. shall abide with you for ever."
"Even the Spirit of truth:" You "Will be no longer carried about by
every wind of doctrine; you will no longer think that my kingdom is to
be set up in this world; neither "Will you wish for fire from heaven to
destroy men's lives; neither will you dislike to think of my death on the
cross as you do now; but He "Will teach you truth, and nothing but truth.
We may infer from this that those "ho have the Holy Spirit, have truth
dwelling within them, and it is impossible for the Spirit to teach them
anything but truth.
"Whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth Him not, neither
knoweth Him." What a wonderful age is the present for sight-seeing!
Men will travel any distance to behold some new spectacle; and so vast is
the unbelief of the age, that it is a co=on saying amongst our fellowcreatures, "I could not believe such a thing except I were to see it." No
wonder, then, if the world deals thus with temporal things, that they will
deny that there is any Holy Ghost, because they have not seen Him or
known Him, or, as it might have been translated, understood Him.
"But ye know Him." Yes, "e know Him, and for the reason that
follows, because He dwelleth within us. We feel that He is within us,
and therefore dare not doubt it. One is often asked now-a-days by some
blinded by Satan, "How do you know that you have the Holy Spirit?"
We can give no better answer than to say we are certain of it, because we
feel His influence-an influence quite contrary to nature: and it is with
the Spirit just as with our hearts; we know we have. hearts, not only
because we are told so, but because we feel them beat.
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Verse 18. He again assures them that He will not leave them comfm-tless.
Verse 19. "Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more."
Solemn words! The world's last gaze upon the Saviour was at the time
of the celebration of that great feast, the feast of the Passover. The last
words they uttered concerning Him were, "Crucify Him, crucify Him";
then they gathered around, rejoicing in His sufferings, seeking by what
means they might add to them, and not content until He hung a lifeless
corpse upon the accursed tree. Now they see Him no more. "\Vhen they
were privileged to behold Him with the natural eye, they saw no beauty in
Him; and, to show their extreme hatred to His teaching and miracles, they
have left to us such sayings as, "Is not this the carpenter's son?" "This
man casteth out devils through Beelzebub, the prince of the devils."
And therefore Christ says, "The world seeth me no more."
"But ye see me." There is one little thing, the lack of which, hides
Christ from the view of the world, and that is faith. Faith is the sure and
certain evidence of things not seen. As in all spiritual things, so in this.
The world is a contra-st to the servant of Christ: the world has no faith,
the believer is full of faitll; yea, he lives by it, and cannot please God
without it. 0 beloved, how ought we to search after Christ in everything, and though our paths may be trying and difficult, to be fully
assured that" it is the Lord I" It is the Lord who sends the storm as well
as the calm; it is the Lord who leads us through the barren desert, as well
as through the land of palm trees and wells. How ought these words in
our daily life to be fulfilled, " Ye see me."
Verse 20. "At that day ye shall know," &c. He seems to say, You
now sometimes doubt that I and my Father are one, so that I hear you
saying, "Show us the Father, and it sufficeth liB;" but at that day you
shall know, or understand, not only that I am in my Father, but that you
are in me, and therefore safe from all danger; and that I am in you, and
therefore you will not be left comfortless.
Verse 21. "He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is
that loveth me," &c. 0 beloved, what a wonderful word is love 1 It
was love that brought the Saviour here. Love seemed to be a watchword
of St. Paul's, which prompted him to pass through suffering and through
toil, in weariness oft, in watchings, in fastings, in perils by sea and by
land, by enemies and by friends; yea, it was love that made his life to be
of no cost to him, so that he might finish his course with joy. Love that
led him, through stripes and imprisonment, to the death of a martyrrejoicing that he was thus honoured. Does the world ask us, beloved,
why we separate ourselves from them ?-why we will not join in their
so-called pleasure and empty joy? Oh! how can we better answer them
than by these words, "The love of Christ const-ra1:neth us"? Do we not
all know what it is to be constrained? Have we not been 80 worked
upon, even in a natural way, by some de.ar friend it may be, 80 that we
are forced to give up all resistance? This is but a poor representation of
the constraining love of Christ. Love t Sweet word; let us ever remember
it whilst bearing the easy yoke of His commands.
" I will love him, and will manifest myself to him." Has there been no
happy season in our lives, when we have realised that these words have
been abundantly fulfilled? Beloved, there are times when the din and bustle
of earth seem to be hushed for a season, when temporal things all sink into
insignificance-times when the trials and perplexing circumstances of life
RR
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seem to be forgotten, and we sit under His shadow with" great delight"when all things seem worthless but Jesus onl1j, and when the language of
our hearts is, " He is altogether lovely." In what suitable words has Jesus
described to us this happy state of soul-" I will manifest myself to him!"
Verse 22. " Judas saith unto Him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that
Thou wilt manifest Thyself unto us, and not unto the world?"
It was not Iscariot; it would have been hypocrisy for the traitor Judas
to have uttered such words. It may be that the disciples were beginning
to feel more their own nothingness, and this saying was similar to the
" Who maketh us to differ from others," of believers in later days. But,
however, we find our Lord showing them a doctrine which we are all so
slow to learn, that the yoke must be borne before we can find rest to our
souls; that it is not His manner to cast pearls before swine: but to those
who will keep His words, He promises to make His abode with them.
o beloved, what a wonderful Guest! how full of condescension are these
words! the Father and Son both coming to abide with us !
Verse 24. With His usual humility, He here points away from Himself
to His Father, and reckons Himself as only a messenger sent by the
Father.
Verse 26. He again co=ends them to the Comforter, who was to
teach all things, and bring all things to their remembrance-all the
happy seasons they had spent with Jesus, and many and many a saying
which had appeared dark to them '\lhen our Lord delivered it, shall be
made plain.
Verse 27. "Peace I leave with you." There is something very significant in this sentence, especially in the word leave; it appears as if He said,
I, who have been to you a bosom Friend at all times, I, with whom your
happiest and most peaceful moments have been spent, am about to go
away; but though I depart, "Peace I leave with you."
"My peace I give unto you." You have seen somewhat of my peacea peace undisturbed by the taun and sneers of enemies-a peace unruffled by the straitness of circums ances-a peace at all times proceeding
from the same source, the smile of my Father upon me. Hitherto your
peace has been unsettled and irregular, so that at one time I find you in
trouble about the storm and the wa,es ; then on the mount of transfiguration, saying, "It is good for us to be here;" and only a short time afterwards, anxiously asking, "Master, '\lhy could not we cast him out?" Your
peace shall be no longer of this sort, which flows and ebbs with the tide
of circumstances, but shall be true and lasting, always proceeding from
the same source, which peace I call "my peace."
And do we not see the promi.....«e fulfilled in the apostles when they departed from the presence of the council, "rejoicing they were counted worthy
to suffer for His name" ? and in St. Paul, under all the afflictions mentioned
in 2 Cor. xi. 23-28, but still glorying in his infirmities, "that the power
of Christ may rest upon him"? Such is the peace which our Lord describes
in the short but significant words, "my peace."
Reader, have you peace? If you have, I ask you, From what source
does your peace proceed? Your may be well situated in this world, with
abundance of worldly goods and '\lorldly honours; you may have no
sore bereavement to fill your path with sorrow; you may be placed in the
midst of kind relations and friends, with the world's smile upon you;
you may be moral;, you may be what the world would call religious;
you may have a high regard even for God's word and God's people, and
I
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read the former continually, and mingle much with the latter; and the
words that best express your feelings may be "Peace, peace." But, dear
friend, notwithstanding all this, yours may be only the peace of circumstances. Let those dear friends of yours be removed-one by the cruel
hand of death, another separated from you by the wide ocean; let that
bright prospect of worldly honour and worldly riches fade as a leaf before
your eyes; instead of the world smiling, let it frown, and let your bitter
experience be, "Man is born to trouble, as the sparks fly upward "-and
I ask, with circumstances thus changed, Where is your peace? Reader,
these words may not have exactly described your state: but is yours the
false peace and false security of a soul sleeping on the brink of hell and
eternal damnation? If so, the sooner you are aroused from that delusive
dream, the better. The sooner the cry of-your sin-burdened soul is, "Woe
is me, I am undone," the more hope there is of your salvation. Can you
know the meaning of Cill:ist's words-" my peace" ?
"Not as the world giveth, give I unto you." The world's gifts are
usually bestowed from some selfish motive, either in a direct or indirect
way; and if not, are imperfect, and perish, even the best of them, in the
using. It may be, Christ meant, I give not peace as the world gives peace.
If we get peace from the "orld in its amusements to-day, we too often find
that on the morrow we are in trouble; and why? because when the source
is removed, the peace departs also. Some live-and sad it is to think ofday after day in that false peace which comes from the pleasures of the
world, till by-and-by the bed of sickness, or some other calamity, separates them from the world, with its amusements, and they are left desolate.
Such is not the peace that comes from Christ. This is a joy and a peace
which adds no sorrow with it, and with which no stranger can intermeddle,
and therefore we read, "Not as the world giveth."
"Let not your heart be troubled," &c. Leaving with them such a gift
-well may He say, "Let not your heart be troubled."
Verse 28. " Ye have heard how I said unto you, I go away, and come
again unto you," &c. "Ye have heard," says He, as if the disciples had
not yet fully realised that He was about to leave them.
" I go away, and cOllie again." This chapter is filled with the relation of
the varied cordials which the Saviour knew would be most effectual in
mitigating the grief of His beloved followers at His departure; so He
coupled the two events together-his g-oing away, and coming again, and
bids them rejoice on account of it. " What God hath joined together, let
not man put asunder." 0 beloved, have we not reason to rejoice? We,
upon whom the latter days have undoubtedly fallen j we, who struggle on
amidst a darkness, for the clearing of which there is no hope but the
coming of Christ; we, whose lot it is daily to behold iniquity added unto
iniquity, and whose continual cry is, "0 Lord, how long?" We, before
whose eyes signs have appeared telling of what is nigh, just as a fig-tree's
leaves speak of an approaching su=er-it is pleasing to us to know that
the going away, and the coming again, were two events closely associated
in the Saviour's mind: the one has passed, and the other is "nigh at
hand." But whilst this thought will cause joy in the heart of each
believer who is waiting and watching for His Lord, the Bridegroom's
voice will be no welcome sound to those who know Him not; for then the
day·of grace shall be for ever passed, the last preacher's voice shall have
ceased, the outstretched arms and the pleadine- voice of Jesus shall be
neither seen nor heard of any more. " To-day Lwhilst it is called to-day] if
R R 2
.
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ye hear His voice, harden not your hearts." We are living in an infidel
age, when by too many, that solemn event, "the great appearing of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Ohrist," is little thought of-when so many hearts
are ensnared either by the formalism and ceremonialism, which some will
dare to call "aids to devotion!" or by the pleasures of the world, whether
moral or profane.
We are living in an age when, on the one hand, the crucifix takes
the place of Ohrist, and on the other hand, rationalism robs the Spirit of
His glory: but amidst such scenes, a solemn voice is heard in the depths
of some hearts, and whether heeded or not, to the infidel and to the believer,
to'the monarch and to the beggar, to the man of wealth and to the Lazarus
of our day, that one voice speaks, "I will come again unto you "-" Behold
I come quickly." Dear reader, howdo these words find you? Have you
the seal in the forehead, the conversion in the heart? Is your name in
the book of life? if so, then let me add yet another question, are you waiting and longing for the Beloved? Is the cry of your heart, "Make haste,
my Beloved" ~ if so, His coming shall be to you "a morning without
clouds," and a day of eternal joy.
Verse 29. The words, "when it is come to pass, ye might believe," seem
to have a solemn significance, though they are spoken to Jesus' own
disciples; they seem wonderfully to show to us what the Saviour knows
of our hearts, that we are H slow to believe." How many a faithful
preacher returns to his closet, exclaiming, "Who hath believed our re~
port?" but we read, {, When it is come to pass, then they shall believe." The
drunkard, the liar, the thief, the self-righteous, the sceptic, the Romanist,
are often warned and reproved for their sins, and often plainly told that
the end of their doings shall be eternal death; and it is sad to think that
they will not believe it, until it comes to pass, but so is it. It is a very
strong argument to say to a man "ho is ruining his soul, as Whitfield
often used-" The day will declare that what I have spoken is true, if you
are not changed." Oh! what an unbelieving, distrustful creature is man
by nature!
Verse 30. The prince of this world finds nothing in Christ. He was
the sinless One, the holy child Jesus; His thoughts, His words, His lue,
were unimpeachable-what a contrast to us! The devil finds evil enough
in our hearts to work upon; but, blessed be God, although he is the strong
man armed, there is One stronger than he, who came to destroy his works,
and to deliver us from the thraldom of sin.
Verse 31. "But that the world may know that I love the Father," &c.
This was His desire for the world; there were many things which He
desired should not be made known to the world, such as His transfiguration;
and after the working of many of His miracles, we find Him commanding
the people to "tell no man." But He wished the world to know that
He loved the Father; and in order to show it to them, He conversed with
His Father at the resurrection of Lazarus, and often gave thanks in their
presence; and amidst all the agonies of a crucifixion-death, in the hearing
of the assembled multitude, above all the noise and din of a Passoverfeast at Jerusalem, His voice was heard, "My Father, my Father, why hast
Thou forsaken me?"
He sought to show the world that it was His love for the Father,
as well as for us, that carried Him from Gethsemane to Calvary. May
we not, beloved, seek to follow Him here also, and show to the world that
we love the Father? Let our lo:ve to Him surpass the love that the world
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has to its pleasures and idols; let us sacrifice more for His sake; let us
spare no time or pains to please Him, and may love for Him be our one
motive for work. Directly we lose sight of this love, we are in bondage:
we should speak of Him because we love Him; pray to Him because we
love Him; bear the easy yoke of His Son's commands because we love
the Father. It is a love which will never lead us too far-love to a friend
may do so, hut love to the Father never can. It has led many a missionary
away from a comfortable home and kind friends, across the wide ocean,
and constrained him on a foreign shore to endure hardness as a good
soldier of Jesus Christ. We live in a day when men of all classes seem
to be seeking for renown. Let the world know us as those who are renowned for their love to the Father. Oh! if we, beloved, examine ourselves,
we find how coldly and ungratefully His love to us is responded to, so that
sometimes it would even seem wasted on such selfish creatures. Oh! to
follow the Mas.ter in His great love for His Father, and in His humble
obedience to all His commands: I ' As the Father gave me commandment
even so I do. Arise, let us go hence.'" Having thus given solace to the
tempest-tossed hearts of the disciples, He arose from the supper, and most
probably went on the way towards the brook Kedron, shrinking not from
suffering. He was as a warrior sure of victory, anxious and straitened till
the hour of conflict came-such was His boldness and readiness to drink
the bitter cup!
,.-.'

.. 0 Jesus! to tell of Thy love,
Descending from glory on high,
Our souls shall for ever delight;
With men Thy delight was to dwell,
And join with the blessed above
Contented, our Surety to die,
In praises by day and by night.
By dying tD save us from hell;
Wherever we follow Thee, Lord,
Enduring the grief and the shame,
Admiring, adoring, we see
And bearing our sin on the cross,
That love which wa-s stronger than Oh! whQ would not boast of this love,
death,
And count the world's glory but loss P"
Flow out without limit, and free.
MERCY: THE CRY OF THE AWAK.EJ\TED SOUL.
PSALM vi. 2.
" Mercy is welcome news indeed,
To those that guilty stand:
',!
Wretches who fee~ what help they need -.;'
Will ble~s the helping hand."

Is not this true, beloved reader? Assuredly it is, whether you have
experienced it so or not. 1£ you have found it so, you will rejoice in the
mercy that has been manifested towards you, and with David, in an?ther
place, you can sing of mercy and judgment. 1£ you have not found It so,
may grace be given to seek for mercy while it is a ~ime oCmercy. Mercy
is what was designed for man before man had an eXIstence, and, therefore,
before man had sinned; it lay folded up in the bosom of eternal love, to be
manifested and made known at the time fixed upon in the counsels of old.
" In God's eternal mind this mercy lay,
Till Jesus died, this mercy to display.'
And what a display of this mercy there was, when lliltn sinned, and fell
into misery! It was for this purpose it was kept in stor~ by J ehova~, for
lost and ruined men. Till man had fallen from the happIness and holiness
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in which he was created, there was no room for its glory to be exhibited;
for when the Lord had finished His works of creation, on the successive
days that we read of, in which they were made, He pronounced a blessing
upon them all, for He saw that they were good; when the last and
noblest work of His creation, which was man, was in His own image, and
the Lord pronounced a blessing upon him. Therefore, in this state of purity,
perfection, and happiness, and constant communion with his Maker, was
all that man could wish for, or indeed, have; mercy was not needed here,
as there was no misery for it to be shown in. To talk to a man of the world
(who has never broken the laws of the realm, and lives in happiness,
comfort, and peace, with his fellow-men) about mercy being e~tended to
him from the crown, mercy could not be understood, because he is no
object of it. But to a man who has broken the law, and has been condemned to death by it, such a one is an object of mercy; and to him,
mercy would be welcome indeed. Now, to go from the less to the greater,
from the law of man to the law of God, we see at once the meaning of
mercy, which is free pardon and forgiveness to an offender. But, alas!
in regard to man with God, how few of Adam's fallen race feel they have
offended the Majesty of heaven, and that they are offenders. A man may
see this need of mercy as a universal remedy to all the misery in the world;
but that is not enough-only to see the need of mercy as an antidote to
misery; but there must be a felt need inwardly of it; for to see it as a
remedy, and not to feel it a remedy, is of no avail. All mankind are guilty
before God, and come short of His glory. Yet while this is a truth, all
mankind do not feel their guilt, nor their need of mercy. It is but few
that do feel the misery they are in by the fall, and that cry for mercy to
raise them up again; that feel they are sinners in Adam, and deserve death,
and actual sinners in their daily life.
Quarles has a piece so much to the point on this subject, that I cannot
forbear transcribing the whole of it; though quaint in style, it is nevertheless true: it is a dialogue between the Soul and Jesus, and no doubt it
will find an echo in many other dear souls, who have the same feelings.
" Soul.-A.h! Son of David, help!
Je8Us.What sinful cry
Implores the Son of David ?
Soul.It is I.
JesU8.-Who art thou?
Soul.Oh! a deeply-wounded breast
That's heavy laden, and would fain have rest.
Jesus;-I have no scraps, and dogs must not be fed,
Like household children, with the children's bread.
Soul.-True, Lord; yet tolerate a hungry whelp
To lick their crumbs. 0 Son of David, help!
Jesus.-Poor soul! what ail'st thou?
Soul.Oh! I burn, I fry,
I cannot rest. I know not where to fly
To find some ease. I turn my blubber'd face
From man to man. I 1'011 from place to place
T' avoid my tortures-to obtain relief!
But still am dogg'd and haunted with my grief:
My midnight torments call the sluggish light,
And when the morning's come, they woo the night.
Jesus.-Surcease thy tears, and speak thy free desires.
Soul.-Quench, quench my flames, and 'suage those scorching
fires!
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Jesus.-Canst thou believe my hand can cure thy grief?
SouL-Lord, I believe. Lord, help my unbelief.
Jesus.-Hold forth thine arm, and let my fingers try
Thy pulse. Where chiefly doth thy torment lie?
Soul.-From head to foot; it reigns in every part,
But plays the self-Iaw'd tyrant in my heart.
Jesus.-Canst thou digest-canst relish wholesome food?
How stands thy taste?
Soul.To nothing that is good:
All sinful trash, and earth's unsavoury stuff
.
I can digest, and relish well enough.
Jes1.ls.-1s not thy blood as cold as hot, by turns?
Soul.-Cold to what's good, to what is bad it burns.
Jestts.-How old's thy grief?
Soul.I took it at the fall,
With eating fruit.
Jesus.'Tis epidemical :
Thy blood's infected, and the infection sprung
From a bad liver; 'tis a fever strong,
And full of death, unless, with prescot speed,
A vein be open'd: thou must die, or bleed!
Soul.-Oh! I am faint and spent! That lance that shall
Let forth my blood, lets forth my life withall.
soul wants cordials, and has greater need
o blood, than (being spent so far) to bleed.
I faint already; if I bleed, I die!
Jesus.-'Tis either you must bleed, sick soul, or I.
My blood's a cordial; he that sucks my veins
Shall cleanse his own, and conquer greater pains
Than those. Cheer up; this precious blood of mine
Shall cure thy grief; my heart shall bleed for thine.
Believe, and view me with a faithful eye,
Thy soul shall neither languish, bleed, nor die."
There is some very precious truth embodied in the above poem, though
quaintly expressed; for those precious doctrines of substitution and the
-vicarious sufferings of Christ, as are there brought forth, are, alas! by. too
many, either not believed at all, or p-erverted, and held as exploded
doctrines. And oh. how grievous to think, that not only the openlyreprobate and ungodly, the infidel and profane world, those who, Galliolike, care for none of these things but to deride and mock them (for there
shall arise mockers in the last days); but what is by far more pernicious to
the interests of truth, her seeming friends, in high positions, . prove her
deadliest enemies. The professing, as well as the profane, attack the sacred
volume of inspiration, and dare to say it is not all inspired truth, set up
reason as judge, and bring the truth to bow to her perverted judgment.
Men, ah! men who say that they are by-

Ml
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" The Holy Spirit moved,
Devoid of shame, they kiss the sacred page,
Yet war, at heart, with inspiration wage:
Of these the holy prophet long foretoldEzekiel knew them from the days of old;
By him their portrait to the life was drawn,
With mitred heads and sleeves of purest lawnAliens to Abraham's faith, and Abraham's God,
Their pulpit door contains an Ichabod."
" 0 my soul, come not thou into their secret; unto their assembly,
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mine honour, be not thou united," for in truth, they are slaying the souls
of men, instead of saving them. How awful the account that such will
have to give of the talents committed to them, which were given to be
employed for God and His glory, and yet employed in trying to wrest His
glory from Him! How can such set forth the mercy of God in Jesus Ohrist,
the Son of His love, to His people in Him, that He loved from eternity
with a love that is everlasting, without a beg~'nning, and without an ending,
a love that in ALL the depths of sin and misery in which they are sunk
and lost, and where they lie till mercy reaches them, loves them even there?
Though some preach not this truth, whose office specially it is to do so,
yet, blessed be God, all are not such workman in the Lord's vineyard.
The poet has described one workman; I will quote his description of
another, and it is a truthful description of one that the writer well knows : "Who, with lawn sleeves, and with a mitred brow,
Is honour'd as a first-rate workman now."
The Lord send more men into His vineyard after His own heart, to feed
His church, and bring the lambs into the fold, and those who are still in
darkness and death, to have their footsteps led into the way of peace.
The Psalm which opens at the head of our paper, is one of those called
penitential, or a prayer for pardon of sin. The occasion of its composition
is thought by some, to be the same as Psalm li.; it is clear the Psalmist
is under deep anguish and distress of soul, and cries to the Lord for mercy.
"Have mercy upon me, 0 Lord: for I am weak: 0 Lord, heal me; for
my bones are vexed." There are three things evident in David's cry, and
which every soul, sooner or later, must know something of, in order to be
saved. We are not laying down any rule, and say a sinner cannot be saved
unless he has felt this or felt that, been into this depth or up to that height;
there are hardly any two of God's children whose experiences are exactly
alike, no more than there are two to be found who are exactly alike in
features and physical deportment; but this one point must all be brought
to, to feel they are sinners, and to cry for mercy; to hate sin, and to love
holiness; to love the Lord Jesus Olll'ist, and to love all His people.
But the tlll'ee things I was going to mention are-first, David'scry for mercy,
from a felt need of mercy. How few know what a cry for mercy is, out of
a bleeding, broken heart-it is a sure sign of life in the soul, is a cry to God.
A remark of Bunyan's has just come to my memory, where he says, " All
God's children are criers; if ye are not criers, there is no life in you."
Thus David was a crier. And the moment life comes in, a cry goes out; but,
perhaps, a poor soul here may say, "I cannot cry ; I feel so dead; I've no
feeling." Dear soul, if this is thy case, thou art alive, for where feeling is,
there is life; there can be no life without feeling, nor is there feeling
without life. A desire in the soul after God and holiness, is as much the
work of grace as the full assurance of pardon and peace. There is often
more prayer in a groan, a sigh, a tear, than in the most fluent praYElrs
'offered. It was a striking answer the Lord gave to Samuel as he looked
upon Eliab, when he was sent to anoint David king; as Eliab looked the
best outwardly, both in countenance and stature, Samuel said, "Surely the
Lord's anointed is before Him." Then the Lord tells Samuel this solemn
truth, that while man looketh at the outward appearance, the Lord looketh
at the heart; for the Lord seeth not as man seeth. And, no doubt, IDany
pass among men as the Lord's anointed, who never were anointed by
Him, who never had that blessed unction from the Holy One, that dew
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and savour of the Holy Ghost which has taught them to know the Lord,
and to know themselves, and by which they know all things-that spiritual
discernment by which they can judge all men, and yet they themselves
are judged of no natural man.
The second feature in David's cry, was to the La-rd; to Him he sought,
as in another place, in his cry to God, "Against Thee, Thee only, have I
sinned."
There is this remarkable difference between a godly man and an ungodly
one: the man taught of God, when brought into trouble and affiiction,
however severe it may be, causes him to cling closer to the Lord-Joblike, "Though He slay me "-what then, Job? what will you do, or how
will you manage ?-" Oh! I'll still trustin Him." Here is a living faith, that
has got such hold, as will not even let go in death. 0 blessed truth!
precious grace! tllOU canst and dost enable a believer to triumph, not only
in life, but also in death; not only in the light, but also in the dark. But
an ungodly man, "hen in trouble, or affliction, "hat does he do? does he
seek the Lord, OW'll Him just and righteous in all His dealings with him,
kiss the rod, and bless the hand that smites? Alas! no; while a godly
man is driven to the Lord, an ungodly man is driven from the Lord: it may
be the same fire that the two men are put into; but see its effects: in the
one where grace is, the man is softened, humbled, mellowed, sweetened, by the
trial, and in the midst of his affliction still says, "It is the Lord, let Him
do what seemeth Him good!" and whatever the Lord does do, is right:
but see the effects upon the one destitute of grace; unsltbdued, imperious,
and rebellio-ns, he fights against God, lays the cause of all his trouble at
the Lord's door, instead of his own sin, as deserving of, and meriting
punishment. His language is, "Who is the Lord, that I should obey
Him ?" and thus he is harder and more callous than before. So the fire
of tribulation has tW'0 effects, either of softening or hardening; and where it
does not soften, it most assuredly hardens.
The third point in Dand's cry, is the personality of it-four times is the
little word me and I used. What does this set forth, but that the life of
God in the soul is a personal reality, an individual thing that there is no
mistaking? See a man that has the fear of God in his heart, he has a
priuciple in all he says and does; if there were no future reward of blessedness for a godly man, he would not act otherwise than uprightly and consistently so far as he can; but oftentimes, alas! through the evil that
dwelleth within, he is often led to cry out that he cannot do the things
that he would. The desire of his mind is to do the will of God, to love and
serve Him; but there is such an opposite and po"erful contending love
of sin in the members, as often captivates and brings the man in bondage
to sin, yea, overcomes him, and sin for a time seems to reign. But when
grace again strengthens the new man, sin does not a moment longer
peaceably reign. The promise is, that grace sItall reign, and grace must;
for Jesus shall reign till He hath put all His enemies under His feet. And
while He reigns lYIier His people, blessed be His name, He also reigns in
them: in that, the believer can triumph. . The Lord Jesus is the mighty
Conqueror; He conquered for His people, and He will conquer in His
people; and where mercy has once been shown, it will never be withdrawn ;
J ehovah having once loved His Church, there for ever rests in His love,
and says God, "My mercy will I not take from them." No, He will not
take it away again, for He is of one mind, in this matter, and none can
turn Him. Th.e devil, the great adversary of souls, has several times
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tried to turn the Lord's love away from His people, but he cannot do it.
He tried his utmost with Job to set God against him, but though Job got
severely tried, the devil got defeated, and Job brought forth as gold with
a double blessing, at his latter end, than he had at the beginning. So
with Joshua, _he held up the filthy garments, the sins with which we
are daily encompased; but in that, he was rebuked, while Joshua was
blessed.
Oh! "the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon them
that fear Him." Who can grasp or limit those words from and to? who can
go back to the beginning offrom? who can, trace onwards the end of to ?
"0 fathomless abyss,
Where hidden mysteries lie."
Oh! what mercy is guilty, rebel, and hell-deserving man the subject of!
'tis all mercy from beginning to end. "Who can reach the height of mercy?
who can fathom the depth of mercy? Wrath fell on Jesus, and mercy on
His people: for a moment the Lord hid His face; but with everlasting
kindness will He now have mercy on all His people.
" 'Tis mercy saves from sin, from self, from hell,
For sovereign mercy has done all things well ;
'Tis mercy has secured God's own elect,
And mercy never will these souls reject."
Yea, the Church itself, is called a building of mercy. Mercy watches over,
superintends, and brings every stone of grace into the place to which it is
assigned by the Almighty Builder, and when the building is finished,
by the topstone being brought off, -what shouts of Grace, Grace unto it!
N ever did, nor never will, appear such a glorious building as that of
MEROY.
In conclusion, as mercy is the first cry of the awakened sinner, so it
will he the whole theme, along the pathway of life; and the song of mercy
will sustain (as Jesus is the Alpha and Omega of it, the beginning of mercy
and the end of mercy) the soul in the swellings of Jordan. May you,
dear reader, with the worthless "riteI', be enabled by grace to sing
of the mercy that hath saved us, and called us by grace; for mercy began
below in grace, will be completed above in glory.
" What mercy once begins, it will complete;
'Tis mercy brings the soul to Jesus' feet;
'Tis mercy tells the soul the Gospel story,
And mercy fits the soul for endless glory."

S. S.
THERE is no protection like that where the arms of defence seem to grow
out of the affections of the defendant. If my child were in the arms of a
giant, I should not consider his safety so absolute as if he were in the
arms of his mother; forasmuch as affections are a more intentive and
watchful guard, though the other may be more able and strong. But
where infinite power and unspe-akable affections both concur in a guardianship, here is safety unquestionable. Now the Lord doth not only spread
His arms of power over His people, but holds them also fast in most
tender affections. He loves them above all the people in the world, and
is more to them than the mother to the child, and therefore His. eye still
watcheth over them, and" He that toucheth them, toucheth the apple of
His eye."-Sedgwick.
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A FEW MORE SAYINGS OF OUR GLORIOUS LORD.
"Jesus asked His disciples, Whom do men say·that I am? And they answered,
Joht} the Baptist: lnd some say, Elias,. and others, One of the prophets.
And He saith unto them., But whom say YE 'that I am? And Peter answereth
and saith unto Him, Thou art the Christ."-MARK viii. 27-29.
ONENESS..
John x. 30.-" I and my Father are One."
GREATh'ESS .. John v: 23.-" That all men should honour the Son, even
as they honour the Father. He that honoureth not the
Son honoureth not the Father which hath sent Him."
POWER . . . . John v. 21.-" For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and
quickeneth them; even so the Son quickeneth whom He
will."
KNoWLEDGE .. John xiii, 18, 19.-"1 speak not of you all: I know whom
I haTe chosen. Now I tell you before it come, that,
when it is come to pass, ye may believe that I am He."
GOODNESS .
John xiv. 30.-" For the prince of this world cometh, and
hath nothing in Me."
DOMINION.
Matt. xxv. 32, 33, 34, 41.-" And before Him shall be
gathered all nations: and He shall separate them one
from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from
the goats: and He shall set the sheep on His right
hand, but the goats on the left. Then shall the King
say unto them on His right hand, Come, ye blessed of
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from
the foundation of the world. . . . Then shall He say
unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed,
into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his
angels."
DOCTRI:NE
John xiv. 6.-" I am the way, the truth, and the life: no
man cometh unto the Father, but by Me."
WORD. .
John xii. 48.-" He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not
my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that
I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last
day."
WILL . . . . . John x. 17, 18.-" Therefore doth my Father love me,
because I lay down my life, that I might take it again.
No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself.
I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take
'it again."
PROMISE . . . . Matt. xxviii. 20.-" Lo, I am with you alway, even unto
the end of the world."
These are the words of Him "by whom all things were created, that are
in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be
thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created
by Him and for Him: and He is before all things, and by Him all things
consist" (Col. i. 16, 17). Therefore to Him, with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, Three Persons in the unity of the Divine essence, be equal
glory, majesty, dominion, and power, both now and ever. Amen.
H. Eo A. C.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.

[DEARLY BELOVED IN THE LORD,-It is no marvel that Satan should
Beek to hurl a stone at our glorious Head, through the pages of the Gospel
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.Magazine, but it will rebound on his own pate. The Spirit hath declared,
"Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father." Those who
have felt the sweet sympathy of the "Man of Sorrows," know the truth
of His power, and bear witness not only to that which their eyes have
seen, but also that they have handled of the Word of life. We must wear
the whole armour of God, until we put off this earthly tabernacle; for we
have to withstand a wily adversary-one ever lying in wait to deceive-and whose malevolence is specially directed against the bulwarks of the
holy city; but though "the conies are but a feeble folk, yet make they
their houses in the rocks;" they wait upon the Lord for their meat, and
are not disappointed·of their hope. Who is like unto the Lord our God,
who dwelleth in heaven, yet humbleth Himself to behold the things that
are in earth? May He comfort your heart, and spare you many years to
labour in His vineyard.
I am affectionately, yours in Him,

H. E. A. C.J
A VOICE FROM HEAVEN;
ANTICIPATING RESURRECTION-GLORY.

I

in the light of God;
His likeness stamps my brow;
Through the valley of death my feet
have trod,
And I reign in glory now!
No breaking heart is here,
No keen and thrilling pain,
No wasted cheek, where the frequent
tear
Hath roll'd, and left its stain.
I have reached the joys of heaven:
I am one of the sainted band;
For my head a crown of gold is given,
And a harp is in my hand.
I have learned the song they sing,
Whom Jesus has set free,
And the glorious walls of heaven still
ring
With my new-born melody.
No sin, no grief, no pain ;
Safe in my happy home;
My fears all fled, my doubts all
slain,
My hour of triumph's come!
SHINE

o friends

of mortal years,
The trusted and the true!
Ye are watching still in the valley of
tears,
But I wait to welcome you.
Do I forget? oh, no !
For memory's golden chain,
Shall bind my heart to the hearts
below, .
Till they meet to touch again.
Each link is strong and bright:
And love's electric flame,
Flows freely down like a river of light,
To the world from whence I came.
Do you mourn when another star
Shines out from the glittering sky?
Do you weep when the raging voice of
war
And the storms of conflict die?
Then why should your tears run down,
And your hearts be sorely riven,
For another gem in the Saviour's
crown,
And another soul in heaven?
-Dublin Leaflets.

LET us run, let us run, but in the savour of Thy ointment, not in the
confidence of our merits, not in the greatness of our strength: we trust to
run, but in the multitude of Thy mercies; for, though we run and are
willing, "It is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of
God that sheweth mercy." Oh, let Thy mercy return, and we will run:
Thou, like a giant, runnest by Thy own power; we, unless Thy ointment
breathe upon us, cannot run.-St. Be·rnard.
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SONGS IN THE NIGHT.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR BROTHER IN CHRIST JEsus,-With one exception, it is now
upwards of ten years since my pen has been the medium of expressing any
thoughts in the Gospel Magazine, and that which you have now demanded
of me, is not a trifling task, I assure you, and one that I do not feel at
all adequate to comply with, and, if personal feelings were consulted,
would never be performed. Our correspondence has again opened, but it
is on an occasion of sorrow, so far as the writer is concerned-of those of
whom he writes, 'tis exceeding joy. Yet he feels that not one word would
be written if God's glory was not in it. I am not now going to touch
upon the wilderness journey that has filled in the period of my silence, for
it has been one of which it might be said, " much discomforted because of
the way;" yet there are "Ebenezers" set up here and there, and stones of
"Gilead" also j and, no doubt, when the whole of the journey is surveyed
from heavenly heights, and the disencumbrance of clay, the full testimony
will be, "He led me by a right way to bring me to this city of habitation."
Yes, then in the fullest sense will it be uttered, "He hath done all things
well."
The departure' of a dearly beloved daughter, at the age of twenty, in
November, 1862, and now on the 23rd May, of a still more beloved wife,
who had shared with me the sorrows and joys of the way for nearly thirtytwo years j and of the Lord's dealings in grace with both, is that that has
again let the readers of the Gospel Maga~ine know, that one whose feeble
breathings have formerly appeared in its pages, is still in the wilderness,
and has again visited" Bochim," the place of weeping; but it is not
sorrowing as those that have no hope, for of both it can truly be said,
"They sleep in Jesus, and are blest;"
for the grace of our God in Christ was very abundant, and calls forth a
testimony to Him who so sweetly and preciously verified His own word,
"I will be with thee." It is not of the creature that I would speak, or
pen one word respecting those dear ones, except as the grace of God, and
that only, can be set forth; for both could and did say, "By the grace of
God, I am what I am," and again, "Christ was all." He filled their souls
with Himself, and their desire was to" depart and be with Him." Love to
earthly friends, even those of the closest tie, was not weak in either j but
ChJ:ist's love to them had such a transcendent place, that they could leave
them, like Abraham did his young men, whilst they went yonder to
worship j and even with the assurance that it would not be long ere those
thus left would join them, by departing as they were doing, or they would
come again with Jesus to meet those thus left, in the air. And, as Christ
had the pre-eminence, every earthly tie, however strong its claims on flesh
and blood, was kept, through grace, in its proper place, and the calling
away by Jesus hailed as the sweetest note, save that of redeeming love;
and the announcement of the progress of disease, and the nearness to
home, were hailed with joy and thankfulness.
I am almost afraid to particularise, lest I should in any way put the
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creature in the wrong place, and so speak as if it were the doings of that
poor, worthless, helpless thing, instead of Him who did it all.
In the case of my dear daughter, it was the Person of Ohrist, the love of
Ohrist, and the blood of Ohrist, that so fully absorbed her soul. She did
indeed love Him for what He had done, and longed to be with Him; but
it was His love to her on which she delighted to dwell, knowing how
eternal and unchangeable was His, compared with her ever-varying mind,
and when speaking of His love, her soul was animated. Speak of His blood,
and you instantly saw, bi the brightness of her countenance, the response
it met with in her soul, for her face was lit up as with the brightness of a
sunbeam,; speak of the heavenly home, and she longed to be there.
Her illness was consumption of ten months' duration (and here I would
parenthetically remark, that as soon as this was medically expressed, and
that she was not likely to recover, we made the fact known, so that the
dear child might not be built up with fallacious hopes, when there were
none, and she thanked us .for our faithfulness; and I would recommend
the same line of things to others, as I would desire it in my own case).
A child of many prayers, even before she was born, for Manoah and his
wife's example was mine-both my dear wife and myself were permitted
to see the putting forth of the bud of grace, which is now blooming in
the presence of Him, whose she was, and which, on the resurrection morn,
will flower with increased splendour than even now.
At the commencement of her illness, we had much exercise of mind as to
her real position, and to this the throne of grace can bear testimony; but
all this anxiety as to the future, God graciously removed, and for five
months before her departure, there was not a doubt, or a shadow, but
all sweet peace: and she became my comforter when she witnessed my
distress at the prospect of her leaving me, and even now the words of
this dear girl are fresh in memory, as she rested her head on my
shoulder for support (on recovering fi'om a fainting), and with a sweet
Whisper never to be forgotten, she said, "0 papa, do not grieve so. I
know you love me very dearly, but God more; I have no fears. I know
that the blood of Ohrist has taken away all my sins. Oh! if I had died
five years ago (alluding to a former illness), it would have been eternal
misery, but now I am safe, and going home. My heavenly Father has
been very kind to lend me to you so long, but now He wants me home
with Himself." In the evening of the same day, as she heard my emotions
in the next room to where she was lying, she asked for me, and again
gently chided me, by saying, "If the doctor was to order me to some warm
climate, and you knew I was to be with kind friends, you would not
object, how much more, thep, ought you to be glad, when you know I am
going to be with Jesus. If I had died some time ago (alluding to her former
illness), it would have been eternal misery, but now, 'for ever with the
Lord.' " Such sweet chidings as these were unanswerable, and, although the
thought of parting was almost unbearable, still one could not but adore
Him who had given such grace, and triumphing over even the fears of
death. Her last week was one of great suffering, but without a murmur,
only an earnest longing to be with Him who had so loved and so saved.
Her last night in time was one without sleep, and, whilst endeavouring to
soothe her, poor suffering body, I endeavoured also to refresh her soul,
either by a verse or two from the Word, or some few lines of a hymn, to
each of which there was a response, showing how the redeemed soul
longed for the eternal mansions. In the morning, when asked by her
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mother if she found Jesus still present, her soul was fired as if with holy
indignation, jealous for the honour of Him that loved her, and she
emphatically said, "He never forsakes." . Shortly after this, as she lay as
if musing on Him whom she was so soon to see, she gave utterance" And when I see Him as He is,
I'll praise Him as I ought ;"
and with the name of J esllS as her last-heard word, she breathed out her
spirit, falling asleep in Jesus, November 18, 1862.
The following lines "ere often refeued to by this dear child during her
illness; and those "ho mtnessed the work of Divine grace and teachings
of the Holy Ghost in her soul, can fully testify that they are expressive of
her simple reliance on Him who loved her and washed her from her sins
in His own blood. Her departing testimony was, "He never forsakes."
"While Jesus, in love,
"Since Christ is my HeadMy affection engages,
This with joy I remember:
With softest emotion
His body, to which
With affection I glow,
My soul does o'erflow.
A!though I'm the most·
This sweet consolation
Each trouble assuages:
Insignificant member,
He'll ne'er cease to lo,e me,
Can't be full without me,
Ah, never! Oh, no !
Ah, never! Oh, no!
"No dart, tho' Satanic,
"Triumphantly glorious,
Our Head has ascended
No strong accusation,
No watery deep,
O'er death and the grave,
Through which burden'd I go,
.A.ll their powers laying low;
No sin, no uncleanness,
This gives us a rising
No hellish temptation,
When time shall be ended;
Can change His affection,
Death no more shall hold us,
Ab, never! Ob, no !
Ab, never. Oh, no .
" Driv'n out of myself,
" We look, and we long
My own righteousness loathing,
For Thy glorious appearing;
To Christ, my dCID' Saviow',
Thy pleasure at home
For shelter I go ;
We more fully shall know;
He graciously feeds me,
Safe lodged in Thine arms,
All Thy glory then sharing,
.And gives me a clothing,
And ne'er will forsake me,
Nor leave Thee for ever,
Ab, never! Oh, no!
Ah, never! Oh, no.
"I cling to His cross" No more shall we mown
Him I see my salvation;
That Thy faceThou'rt concealing,
"Tis finished,' completeNo Satan, no sinI'm redeem'd from all woe;
Base intruders below;
But ever behold Thee,
I read and rejoice,
Fresh glory revealing;
There is no condemnation
Amen. Hallelujah!
To those in Christ Jesus,
Ab, never! Oh, no!
Come Lord, even so."
The removal of one from a family circle, under any circumstances,
creates a blank; how much more so when the one thus taken away is
amongst the salt, a vessel prepared by grace, a temple in which the Holy
Ghost had a dwelling-one that was a trophy of redeeming love, standing
in a double relationship-a child after the flesh, but also related in a
much higher sense, a member of the one body! Yes, that was a blank;
but what was it compared with the one that has now been made?
Nothing. And although, in the present instance, there is abundant consolation in the indisputable knowledge that" to be absent from the body,

544

THE GOSPEL MAGAZllfE.

[October 1, 1866.

is to be present with the Lord," yet nature does not feel the less the
inroad that is made.
Again, leaving the creature, we will only speak of what grace has done;
yet we must be pardoned if here and there a tribute is paid to one so
invaluable both as a wife and mother. Without entering into detail as to
the bodily affiiction, which was a disease of some fifteen years, being an
affection of the chest; a cold caught the last Wednesday in March, was
the Father's messenger to say she had dwelt long enough in the wilderness, and that now she was to· come away. As she was faithful in communicating, three years before, to our dear child the real condition of her
disease, so she also desired the same faithfulness in her own case; and
having the advantage of a medical attendant who was the Lord's also,
her own presentiment was fully confirmed by his medical decision, for she
felt fully convinced that the time of her departure was at hand, and how
grace reigned triumphantly, was witnessed, but cannot be defined. These
moments are too sacred and solemn: a practical testimony has its own
voice; and it is peculiar; that which is more fully understood as it is
beheld, than it ever can be when the subject of correspondence. During
the seven weeks of her last illness, it was one unbroken testimony to
peace-sweet peace; a solid resting on the more solid Rock, Ohrist.
Dear brother,. there was no mistake here; no half-and-half expression
of "I hope I may be saved," or any word that would imply a misgiving
as to her standing-no, not one; but a humble, yet bold testimony to the
fulness of that salvation by which her soul was saved, enjoyed here, but
now more fully realised in the presence of Him in whom alone was her confidence. Like her dear child, there were no fears; the Rock of Ages was
felt beneath, and the everlasting arms round about: and with these
divine realities,. her soul could well launch forth into that ocean that is
only limited by the infinitude of the Eternal J ehovah. Her desire for the
prepared mansion was more manifest as the disease made its daily inroad,
and it was a sweet note to her soul as she was constantly informed that
she was progressing homeward. Knowing, by blessed realisation, what it
was for Ohrist to have overcome death for her, she felt there was no sting
(that was completely extracted), "the sting of death is sin;" but her sins
were all put away by the one sacrifice, whereby" Jesus has for ever perfected them that are sanctified." And why, dear brother, do we marvel
at this? It is a dishonour to the -work of Ohrist to do so: our marvel
ought to be that believers do not the more rejoice in Ohrist than they do,
having such precious assurances of -what Ohrist has wrought, how perfect
His work, how complete His redemption, and that the life with -which He
blesses His own is eternal life. E,erything that was against the sinner
who, through grace, believes in Jesus, has been removed, and the standing
and acceptance in Ohrist, is perfect, complete, and real; and therefore as
this is realised, as it was with our departed, it cannot be otherwise than
peace, perfect peace. Oh! for the honour of Jesus we ought to marvel
that with all His children there is not the same triumphant faith, rather
than speak of it as if of rare occurrence.
Dear brother, it was not an ecstatic rapture, but, on the contrary, a sOlid
sobriety-the actings of a soul assured, through grace, of full acceptance,
and yet conscious of its departure from all that was earthly, to be with
Ohrist. And if ever there was a moment when real sobriety ought to have
its sway, surely no time like that of entering the immediate presence of
Ohrist, within the heavenly mansions.

.

October 1, 1866:J

545

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

May I here be permitted to drop a tribute, not to exalt the creature,
but to magnify divine grace? It was beautiful to witness her maternal
solicitude and care, even whilst her heart was in heaven. Yes, in heaven
was her treasure, but so long as her ransomed spirit remained in its
earthly tabernacle, it lost none of its maternal love. Oh, no. Her position
as wife and mother "as to the last distinguished by the actings in grace.
Knowing "ell what would be the result of her removal, she anticipated
all the effects as the occasion of sorrow. She ga,e her counsel, advice,
and direction, so that for all those necessary preparations that are consequent upon a death, she left no thought unexpressed, either with reference
to her dear family or her own poor body-no, not one; so that no circumstance arose in which it was requisite to say, "How shall we aGt?" No;
her maternal solicitude anticipated all; and all that we had to do was
to carry out her prenously well-arranged directions. And this was in
perfect keeping with her spiritual mind. It was the actings of grace in
one who could look for her dissolution with perfect composure, because
the peace through blood filled her soul. I believe all this solicitude was
very high abo,e anything that was worldly; it was the actings of one
who not only expected leaving the body, but earnestly desired to be
absent that she might be present-it was one with her heart in heaven,
yet still discharging her vocation here.
Witnessing as I have done what Ohrist is in the chamber of the
departing saint, oh let me affectionately press on you, as His minister,
the exalting of this precious Ohrist-a full Christ-One who is the
Father's gift-the very expression of a Father's low; for God eo loved
that He gave. Oh, set Him forth as to what He is in the Father's presence, for every poor sin-connnced soul. How complete in Him! "What a
looking away from self to Him there ought to be. ~~d it was what Ohrist
is for the sinner that lifted both my deal' girl and my dear wife above all
that was earthly, and to say with Medley,
" .And to Thy glories take me in,
For there I long to be."
All might be summed up in these words-triu111,pMng in Christ. And now
they are asleep in Jesus, awaiting that morn when the dead saints being
raised first, the living members of the same mystic body will be caught
up to meet their Lord in the air, and sofor ever be with Him; whilst the
"arId will be left for a season to go on for the development of that evil
which will assuredly dose up this dispensation. The exhortation to my
dear children and myself is, "Sorrow not as those that have no hope, for
if we believe that Jesus died, and rose again, even so those also that sleep
in Jesus will God bring with Him." And I boldly assert that one" Thus
saith the Lord" has more weight with my soul than a thousand volumes
of men who try to disprove the plain simple testimony of the word of
God; and concerning all such authors I would say, " Cease ye from man,"
and may the "ord of the Lord become more precious as the day dawns,
" for the night is far spent," and" now is our salvation nearer than when
we believed." Yes, dear brother, I believe that the dead saints will be
raised, and the living saints \\ill be caught up, and so shall be for ever
with the Lord; and, through grace strengthening me, none shall deprive
me of that comfort that the Holy Ghost would thereby minister to my
soul.

s s
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" For ever with the Lord!
Amen, so let it be :
Life from the dead is in that word'Tis immortality.
" Here in the body pent,
Absent from Him I roam,
Yet nightly pitch my moving tent
A day's march nearer home.
" Jerusalem on high,
Home of my soul, how near
At times to faith's illllmined eye
Thy golden gates appear.

[October 1,1866.

"'Tis then my spirit faints
To reach the home I loveThe bright inheritance of saints,
Jerusalem above.
" And though there intervene
Rough roads and stormy skies,
Faith will not suffer aught to screen
Thy glories from mine eyes.
" Then shall all clouds depart,
The wilderness shall cease,
And sweetly shall each gladden'd heart
Enjoy eternal peace."

And now, dear brother, I have endeavoured to comply with your request, and if these memory's records are of any use to the household of
faith, you, with them, are welcome to them. To you the dear one now
just departed was no stranger. With much Ohristian love and affection,
I am, dear brother, yours faithfully in Him,
EBED.
[The preceding refers to the cases of mo "\\hom it was our privilege to
know. The latter was one whom "\\e "\\ere e,er "\\ont to consider as one of
those possessing what the apostle so constantly contends for, namely, "the
ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of the Lord of
great price." There was a simplicity and stedfastness of character which
we always admired. Much trial fell to her portion, but it appeared to us
there was a childlike surrender to ilie will of God. As far as we could
see into the workings of her mind, it bespoke the language, "It is the
Lord; let Him do what seemeth Him good."
Although such are a loss to the Ohurch of God on earth, and leave a
blank in the sphere whence the:- are removed, yet on their behalf we do
rejoice in thei.T being called a"\\ay from a world of sin and sorrow, and
being added to the blessed company above. "Our loss is indeed their
gain."
In reference, however, to one or two remarks of our old and beloved
correspondent" Ebed," we must ,entlU'e to make a remark or two. We
would do so with the utmost tenderness. "VIr e trust we would be the last
to wound or afflict, especially at such a season of bereavement and sore
trial. We may have misunderstood our brother's words, but to us an
observation or two, on the first reading of his interesting and touching
sketch, seems a little to rifled upon, or in some slight measure to censure,
such of the dear children of God as do not believe to the comfort and
establishment of their souls. No"\\, although at first sight the remarks we
are about to make may seem to clash with some we have advanced in OlU'
first article in a recent number, yet a little careful consideration will,
we trust, reconcile this apparent contradiction. There we are speaking of
some of the occasional causes in connexion with the absence of an assuring,
comforting faith; here we touch more particularly upon the fact.
Now, for the most part, the Lord reserves the seasons of the joy and the
consolation of faith for times of pain, and sm'row, and mortification in the
flesh. [We would have our brother keep in view the distinctly opposite
character offtesh and faith. They co-exist, but they never co-reign. They
are up and down, like a pair of balances.] "VIThen the Lord's dear children
are, as om' dear brother now is, placed by the Lord in circumstances of
deep anguish and bitter trial, He is wont, not only to sustain, but like-
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wise so to comfort them, that" their peace flows like a river," and, for the
time being, they are lifted up above the affliction, or the loss or cross, be
it what it may. It is then that both the sweetness and the simplicity of this
precious faith of assurance is realized; but, alas! even then, in the midst
of that joy and consolation, flesh will interfere, and seek to ascribe such
joy and consolation to the act of believing, as though that act were the
act of the creature; and they wonder they did not thus belie,e before. For
the time being they overlook the fact that their present rejoicing is wholly
and solely through and by the putting forth of the power of the Holy Ghost,
and not in the leastwise-no, not in the smallest degree-as the result of
any effort of their own. Hence it becomes necessary, as it were, that the
cross should press heavily, or the struggles with unbelief be long and painfully felt, in order that when faith is given to believe we should know
whence it comes, and to whom the power and the glory of it are due. Yea,
a poor sinner must be thus well versed in the language of the hymn"Oh, couJd I but believe,
All things would easy be;
I 'l>ouJd. but cannot-Lord. relieve!
.My help must come from Thee."

,:

Ab, that is the truth, and a God-honouring truth too; and, although
the poor soul is at the time in measure ignorant of the fact, his very
1cant of faith, as he conceives, is a precious eoide-ilce of its existence. None
can truly mourn the want of faith but those who are the possessors of it.
There is the very quintessence of faith in that acknowledgment"I 1could, but cannot-Lord, relie'e.
My help '7IHlst come-from Thee."

K one but a Spirit-quickened soul knows that secret; and every such Spiritquickened soul is a partaker of living, God-honouring faith.
Now, in illustration of what we have said, we would seek to call to our
brother's remembrance a fact which possibly he may ha,e forgotten.
When reminded of it, he may possibly recollect that some twelve or fourteen years ago he was en ertaining as his guest, a minister of the Gospel.
That minister was at the time labouring somewhat under a bilious attack,
through riding in the upper end of a close and crowded omnibus. As, a
short time afterwards, they were stepping into the church "here the sermon
was announced to be preached, "Ebed" said to his guest, "Now you
need not be in a hurry to-night; they can stand an hour or an hour and a
quarter!" "An hour or an hour and a quarter!" thought the minister;
"why what can I preach about for an hour or an homo and a quarter?"
"An hour or an hour and a quarter" rang through his ears dm°ing the
prayers, and followed him into the pulpit; and, if e,er he felt cramped, or
wretched and miserable, "hilst standing before the people, it "as then. It
was labou.r indeed, and yet a blessed subject: "I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared "ith the glory
which shall be re,ealed in us." Perhaps" Ebed" will remember he
went to the preacher's room in the morning; took him his breakfast, as
he was too cross and too unwell to appear at the breakfast-table. Does
he recollect how he sought to comfort one whose soul refused to be comforted ?-how, in the midst of the preacher's fretfulness and rebellion, he
brought him a letter from a hearer whose soul had been especially blessed
under the word preached the previous evening; and yet that preacher'SJ
s s 2
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heart remained cold and obdurate, without a particle of dew or gratitude?
Does not "Ebed" remember how he "ent again to the preacher, and
testified of the comfort and the peace that the now departed, but the then
meek and trembling one, received under that identical sermon about which
the preacher was so vexed and irritated? The two testimonies respecting
the one sermon failed in the leastmse to touch thB preacher's heart or
meeken his spirit-so much had self and pride got the upper hand.
Now will not" Ebed" admit that there were contending influences at
work at the same time, and that that minister would have risen above the
flesh, and triumphed over his poor fallen, depraved nature, if he could
have done so? Did he not lack, for the time being, the putting forth the
lnighty power and divine energy of the Holy Ghost? Was there not, in
the simple facts just expressed, a striking example of the truth of the dear
Redeemer's words, "That which is born of the flesh is flesh, whilst'that
which is born ofthe Spirit is spirit? "-En.]
COpy OF A LETTER TO A CLERGYMAN.
[The course adopted in the annexed letter we conceive to be most desirable,
especially when the activity of those who are seeking in every way to spread
their pernicious opinions is taken into account.-En.J
REV. SIR,-Passing the school-house at L--, I have noticed an announcement of a weekly united prayer meeting, which has gladdened me,
and mainly induces me to trouble you with this letter.
At the outset, to be honest, I am a dissenter from the Church of
England; not, however, such an one who affects to despise her, but one
who knows there are within her pale many quickened and powerfullyregenerated members of the Church of Christ, and who also believes that
should persecution be perlnitted to arise against the truth, and the man
of sin be openly declared (in this, as in many other lands), there will
be many in her communion "ho, out of deeply-implanted love to the
Church's glorified Head, will be ready to endme "bonds and imprisonments," or, if need be, seal their testimony with their blood, which
will be very different to thousands of noisy political dissenters, who hold
high place amongst the people, bu "ho are not in union with Him who
is all in all to them whom the Holy Ghost has brought to believe and
trust in His name.
Since I have lived here,it has been laid on my conscience to attempt to
circulate amongst the poor in this and adjacent parishes (in which my
occupation often calls me) such publications as contain Bible truth, are
free from any sectarian spirit, and "hich plainly declare the way of salvation for lost and ruined sinners to be alone through the merit, blood, and
righteousness of Immanuel, and that the only efficient agent in conviction,
conversion, repentance, and sanctification, is God the Holy Ghost.
Having, however, but slender means at my disposal, I have scarcely felt
equal to, or justified in attempting such distribution on as. extensive a
scale as I have desired, viz., a monthly house-to-house gratuitous delivery
of published truth. Under these cu'cumstances I have applied to influential parties in London, and have from them obtained assistance to commence the work. I have also opened a subscription list, and have not
the slightest doubt funds amply sufficient will be forthcoming. I do not
expect but that I shall meet with some little derision from the openly
profane, and probably a kind of persecution from ritualists and selni-
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papists, who teach salvation by sacraments, and resort to such things as
puff up the embers of mere natmal religion, in opposition to that revealed
word which says, "To obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than
the fat of rams. "
I do not send this to you asking for pecuniary aid, but solicit your
prayers for the Divine blessing on this little attempt to make known His
name who is abo,e every name, and perhaps I may ask the favour of
your mentioning this to your praying parishioners. If I consulted my
own natural feelings, I should not commence this work, and I would
rather be found engaged in such things as are not" seen of men." However, having commenced, I desire to look up for strength and grace to
carry it out, wishing to occupy the lowest place, to receive no honour
from men, and humbly beseeching the Lord to bestow His approval, and
crown the effort with His o"l\n blessing.
In this parish, and in L--, I pmpose circulating Old Jonathan, and
any other publication of "l\hich that may be considered a f!ype; but in
any parish in which I may find the leaven of Puseyism, I shall distribute
such short pithy exposure of its deadly errors as "l\ill show the family
likeness existing bet"l\een Puseyism and the mother of abominations. In
any such parish it is also my intention to circulate short, consecutive (not
picked or unconnected) portions of the word of God.
I think perhaps I shall not be able to touch L - - until September. I
beg to forward by same post a copy of Old Jonalhall.
I remain, Rev. Sir,
Yours in the Smitten Rock,
TEos. P. PEAIWE.
GOOD FOR EVIL.
[There is an old saying, "To return good for evil is Godlike; to return
good for good is manlike; to return evil for good is devil-like." The
following illustration of the former spirit is refreshing, and richly confirms the testimony of the Holy Ghost by the apostle, "If thine enemy
hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou
shalt heap coals of fire on his head."-ED. ]
To the EditOj· of the Gospel Magazine.

DEAR BROTHER IN THE LoRD,-If you think the insertion of the following facts, emanating as they did from a remarkable circumstance, would
be interesting to yom readers, pray let them have it. I assme you it has
much occupied my own thoughts dming the last fe"l\ days, and I venture
to hope it may not be "l\holly unprofitable to others-such, I mean, as
love the Lord's appearing in the conversion and sal,ation of His dear
elect. How varied are the "l\ays of our God mth His people in His
method of j·evealing salvation to their souls! But I ha,e often said, and
still believe, that for the most part it is through the medium of some trial
or other-very frequently a heavy temporal one at the commencement.
These things in themselves alone will never do anything in bringing the
sinner to the Lord: not they, indeed; but they are often the means in
His hand of doing it. This I know, not only n:om my o"l\n experience, but
from observation and converse with many of the Lord's dear people. I
often think of Bunyan's pilgrim in that part "l\here he inquires of his
brother what induced him first to go on pilgrimage. I always like to get
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at the "starting-poi~t" if possible; that object attained, enables one to
go on the road with a good understanding with his fellow-pilgrim. Well,
the substance of that which I now propose to relate is this : It was no longer ago than August last that Robert H--, a London
mechanic, and gracious man, called at my house; and, as I was not within
at the time, he left his name, promising to call again, stating that he
wished to see me if possible; and on my learning who the individual was,
I began to ask myself how many years had passed away since I had seen
the face of that person. I ascertained with correctness that it must be
something over for·ty-it proved to be forty-three. This man was a native
of the same place as myself, and there the days of our youth were spent
in sin and folly, even as others; but Goel, who is rich in mercy, saved us
and called us, not according to our works, but according to His good
pleasure which He had pm'posed in Himself. Well, this friend had just
come down from London for the purpose of spending a few days at his
old native place; and there he learnt from one of Zion's pilgrims that I
was living, and only about six miles off, and that I was also one who
professed to stand on the Lord's side. That was enough to induce Robert
to walk over with real earnestness to see the man whom he had not seen
since the days of his boyhood; and truly glad I am that it was in his
heart to visit me. The things which the poor fellow related to me refreshed
my spirit exceedingly, although the relation in some parts of it were of a
painful nature. I do not intend here to give in detail all the particulars
from the time of his leaving his father's house when a youth, and the
variety of trials through which he was called to pass; this, however interesting to me, would not I imagine be so to others, and it would be taking
up too much of your space. I will therefore come at once to that part
which I hope will not be without some interest and profit to those who
love to watch the Lord's hand, as well in providence as in grace.
First, then, let me state that Robert H--, after some years of tossing
about here and there without any settled abode, at length obtained
employment at the establishment of a large London builder; and it was
his lot, poor fellow, to have placed over him a tyrannical foreman, from
whom he had to endure an immense amount of harsh treatment, which
greatly preyed upon his spirits. He "as not one of strong nerve, neither
had he that share of muscular po,;\er possessed by many of his fellowworkmen. He at length, till'ough harsh treatment, became so much
depressed in spirits as to be sorely tempted to self-destruction; and in
this sad state he was sometimes drhen to pr-aver. Yes, he prayed because
he could not help it; and these are the prayers, depend upon it, that will,
in God's good time, bring down the blessing. But the poor fellow, like
most others of the Lord's family, liwd to prove that the" bitter goes
before the sweet." Re was on one occasion discovered on his knees in
prayer by a fellow-workman-an enemy to everything of a spiritual
character; and everything that malice could invent was freely resorted
to, and as freely dealt out to him. He was most falsely accused by his
enemies of having spoken something against one of the workmen, who
was well known by them to be a man of hasty temper, and likewise
of great bodily strength. This man, in a great passion, flew at Robert,
and without saying a word to him, cruelly beat him, and at last raised
him completely from off the ground, and then threw him down with great
violence; and was then about to leave him, when Robert, looking up,
said to him, "Have you done with me now, William?" " Yes," was
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the reply; "but, if ever you say another "ord against me, I will give it
you worse." Robed then very quietly said, "Whether you will believe me
or not, William, I have never spoken a word against you in my lif~."
To this William, in a moment, turned exceedingly pale, and walked away
saying not a word. The next evening, when leaving their "ork-place,
they met at the gate"ay. Robert spoke, as if nothing unpleasant had
occurred between them, saying, "You are rather late this evening,
'Villiam." "Yes," was the reply, "and so are you I see, Robert;" and
then said, "I think I will go home your way to-night, Robed." And on
the way he began to express his deep sorrow for treating him in the way
he had done the previous day; and from that very time they became,
and ever continued, most true and intimate friends; and Robert assm'ed
me that he believed him to be, not only a true" Christian indeed," but
that the circumstance here related was the means, in the Lord's hand, of
effecting the great change. William declared he "as much struck and
affected at the sight of "hat God's g-race could and did do with regard to
Robed's be!zrn'!'oui' under the cruel treatment he had so unjustly received,
feeling convinced there must be something beyond nature, and something
that he "as an entire shanger to himself. He "as thus led to seek for
mercy from whom alone it could be obtained; and in seeking he found, to
the joy of his heart, and to the glory of that grace through "hich he was
" accepted in the Beloved." Surely we may again say, "What hath God
wrought!" and bless His name afresh.-Yours faithfully in Him,
Fletching.
H. H.
[How encouraging are such proofs of J ehovah's faithfulness and divine
all-sufficiency as the foregoing! Oh, how well may His dear tried and
tempted ones look to and trust in Him who was never kno"n to lie, and
"ho does no", as of old, in the every case of His "eak and doubting ones,
prove that" His grace is sufficient for them, and that His shength is perfected in "eak-ness." Adored'be His name! Lord, do give Thy dear
children that peculiar and special grace, that, notvithstanding all Satan
may suggest, and their oVll unbelieving hearts be ready to fall in with,
they may, in spite of themselves, exclaim, "What time I am afraid, I will
t?'ust in Thee." Oh, Lord, Lord, Thou art indeed "orthy of all trust, for
" whoever did trust in Thee, and was confounded?" K ot one!
" The soul that on Jesus hath lean'd for repose,
He'll never, no never, desert to his foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavour to shake,
He'll never, no never, no never forsake."-ED.J

SAG'RED MAXlliS.
A hope without a reason is a tremendous thing.
Every error in doctrine is unholy in its tendency.
Trials are the very discipline by which God refines His people.
It is a token for good "hen the word is heard mth personal application.
We should never approach the Scriptures but in a holy, humble,
prayerful spirit.
The higher our conceptions of divine grace are, the more abundant will
be our works.
All Biblical investigation that does not lead to self-examination is unprofitable and vain.
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A WEEK OR TWO IN IRELAND.

.Monday, Sept. 3.-Left Bristol by night train, and reached Holyhead
about 5 a.m. Hotel not open. This establishment was some years ago
admirably conducted. Death, however, having taken away the landlord,
his widow (upon whom the management of the hotel had always devolved) married again; but (aswe were informed) this marriage not meetillg
the approval of the railway authorities, they withdrew their support.
She took this to heart, and died shortly afterwards. Having on one occasion stayed at this hotel through stress of weather, we saw much of the
arrangements; and have often since thought of the skill and perseverance
which were brought to bear upon its direction. Although the whole
management devolved upon the landlady, she was wont to say she had
not enough to do. This was wholly attributable to system. ViThen the
Queen was travelling North, she had been sent for in order to direct the
arrangements at the station where Her Majesty stopped for refreshment.
Yet now even this woman of sound judgment, indomitable courage, and
matchless perseverance, drooped and died under a comparatively triflingdifficulty.
Another circumstance in regard to the reverses of one of the captains
with whom we used to like to cross the Ohannel, gave us much pain and
regret.
After an early breakfast, walked the pier-head for some three hours.
Much indulged with near and endearing communion with the God and
Father of Our Lord Jesus Ohrist. The season is one of grateful remembrance. Looking back upon one's little eventful life, one could with full
heart and grateful tongue testify, "He hath done all things well." Each
and every minute circumstance up to that then present moment had been
wisely, lovingly, most mercifully arranged. During those sweet moments,
one could indeed testify to the truth of dear Hart's words" When Jesus, with His mighty love,
Visits my troubled breast,
My doubts subside, my fears remove,
And I'm completely blest."
Yet, after some three or four hours' walk on that pier-head, one had occasion equally to feel how true the "ords in connexion" But, ah! when these short visits end,
Though not quite left alone,
I miss the presence of my Friend,
Like one whose comfort's gone.
t< I to my own sad place return,
My wretched state to feel;
I tire, and faint, and mope, and mourn,
And am but barren still."
It is the old truth confirmed anew, "And the Lord left communing
with Abraham, and Abraham returned unto his place." And what a
dark and dreary place that is! 'What advantage does the enemy and
one's own unbelieving heart take of such place! How thoroughly can
one understand and sympathize "ith the dear apostle in regard to his
grappling with the thorn in the flesh, after his previous precious glimpses
and foretastes of Paradise. A" thorn "-not a crOS8; irritating for its
minuteness, rather than insupportable for its magnitude. A thorn! In
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all probability, had Paul had the opportunity and the power for somewhat
testifying of what he had just seen and heard, and then connected with
that testimony what he was now feeling and fearing in consequence of
tltis thorn, he would have exposed himself to the sneer, or the ridicule, or
the scorn of his hearers. They would have adjudged him weak and
childish. His fears (in the estimate of others) would have so deteriorated
from his faith. That little, ,trifling, insignificant thorn would have so
tarnished his testimony. Such a man, with such frailties and such fears,
would be so little worthy of consulting with or confiding in. A man
buffeted" by a tho'rn, "Were a weak man-a foolish man-an unreliable
man. Such matters were too puerile-too "Weak--too contemptible for
men of mind and men of judgment and discrimination. Aye, and no
doubt these minutiffi, and these circumstantial details, helped.in no small
degree to make the "thorn" to Paul what it was. Master mind as he
had-zeal and devotedness, fearlessness and faithfulness, courage and
confidence, as in certain aspects and under other circumstances he possessed, yet "With regard to this" thorn," because his God would have it so,
he was weak as-aye, weaker than-other men; yea, powerless to the
last degree. But ah, the very insignificance of the thorn, and the utter
impotency of the creature, only tended, in the gracious ordering of his
God, to bring Paul to the right source for counsel and support and
deliverance. Had Paul's (under the circumstances) been a cross rather
than a tlwl"n, a beam in place of a feather, his trial mighty and not merely
minute, most probably he would have gone (as most do) to the CREATURE,
rather than the creature's Lord, for advice and aid. But no, the very
character of the trial rendered it almost imperative upon Paul to flee to the
Lord rather than to man. He could breathe his secret into Jesus' bosom,
without fear of reproach or reviling, sneer or scorn. The very insignificancy of the trial-as compared with other things-constituting in no small
degree the trial itself, J esllS would understand, and prompt Him to sympathize and succour, according as He saw into the precise character and
necessity of the case. N one can analyze sorrows like "the Man of
Sorrows "-none adapt Himself to troubles like the Man who was personally and experimentally "acquainted with griefs." Ah, and how
sweet the intimacy-how blessed the fellowship-how precious the cammunion, flowing from the interviews with Jesus to which these" thorns"
and (as some would call them) visionary, senseless, ideal, mere notional
trials lead. Driven from the creature and to the Lord thereby, as she
(His loving, though timid, trembling bride)"Vents in His bosom all her woes,
And, leaning, moves along."
Oh, how blessed this! And His sweet, soothing voice-His lovewhispers-'His fear-nots-His "I am with thee: be not dismayed"His re-assurances-His upholdings-His sustainings-His defendings!
Oh, how blessed! all interming'ling with the declaration, "The heart
knoweth its own bitterness, and a stranger intermeddleth not with its
joys."
"The secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him, and He
will show unto them His covenant." And then, how sweet the review,
"Thou hast known [been cognizant of, familiar with, interested in] my
soul in adversities."
[Reader, do you know anything of these blessed experiences ?-what
it is, on the one hand, to find "heart and flesh to fail i" and what, on
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the other, tD realize the great and glorious fact that" God is the strength
of your heart, and your portion for ever? "J
"Whilst walking on the pier at Holyhead, the man in charge of the
lighthouse asked me to walk in and "ait the arrival of the mail-boat.
From the summit of this structure there is a good command of the bay
and surrounding coast. As I contemplated the arrangement for lighting
the lantern, I could but think ho" many a poor mariner had looked
for that light, and with what joy he and the thousands of passengers
that had traversed those waters, had beheld it through the darkness,
and midst the howlings of the tempest and the raging of the sea; and
my thoughts went up to the Great Light of life-to Jesus, as the Rock
of Ages-to the great Sun of Righteousness, whose bright and blessed
rays throw their lustre far o'er the dark and dreary vista of this tempestuous world. And with what hope,and joy, and expectancy is the
poor tempest-tossed heart of Zion's ,oyagers possessed, when, ever and
anon, midst life's rough and stormy seas, they catch a glimpse of those
celestial rays from Him who is indeed the Light of this world, and
without whom all is dark, drear, and unsatisfactory.
The lighthouse man is an old seaman; he had sailed between Holyhead
and Kingstown for many years. He related many matters of interest.
But how I reproached myself, when taking leave, for not having provided
myself with something that I could lea,e with Him about my Lord, and
His great and gracious salvation. I had intended to have supplied myself
with a stock of "Happy John," because that reduces theory to fact,
doctrine to practice, and shows wha the precious blood of the Lamb can
do in sickness and death. Among my manifold shortcomings, \1 have to
plead for forgiveness of my God in this respect. I do regret not having
made a better use of my opportuni .es in travelling for leaving with my
fellow-passengers, and by the way, trads and publications which may
serve to bring before them the precious things of Jesus. I think that
Satan and my own proud heart ha,e kept me back from this, upon the
ground of a species of mock mode ty or shrinking from notoriety. I did
think I learnt a lesson in this respec the last time I was in London; but,
alas! in the varied preparations for leanng home, and thoughts about the
journey, &c., I did f-orget it. The lesson put before me was by a poor
caoman. Seeing him purchasing a large number of the" Old J onathan,"
at the publisher's, I learned that he was in the constant habit of coming
there for the same purpose; and that now, when about to go into Lincolnshire for a little recreation, be was pronding himself with some fifty to a
hundred copies of the work on purpose to distribute on his journey.
Thought I, "If a poor cabman, out of his hard earnings, can do this,
what ought I, and what ought others, to do?" I did feel ashamed of myself, and yet, alas! alas! how soon did I forget even that lesson. Perhaps
some of my readers will learn by it, and seek more earnestly "to sow
beside all waters." Possibly the Lord may cause them, as well as the poor
unworthy writer, to give more heed to His word, "In the morning sow
thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine hand; for thou knowest
not wbich shall prosper, either this or that, or whether they shall be alike
good." Should I be permitted to return home, I intend to send a supply
of" Old Jonathan" and" Happy John," to the lighthouseman at Holyhead. If any of my readers choose to do so with regard to these or any
other publications of a similar character, I have no doubt they will be
acceptable, and made a good use of among the inhabitants of North Wales.
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A great crowd assembled at the pier-head as soon as the mail-steamer
hove in sight. I soon found that this was in consequence of several
Fenian prisoners being expected by her. Presently they were landed in
charge of a file of soldiers, and in presence of a number of London police,
who had been sent down to receive them. The prisoners were seven in
number, and all soldiers. One of them had been condemned to be shot,
but his sentence had subsequently been commuted to transportation for
life. As I saw these poor unhappy men conducted, handcuffed, from the
steamer to the train, I thought, "Why not I, or one of mine? Who
maketh thee to differ, or "hat hast thou that thou hast not received?
" 'Oh, to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrain'd to be!' "

In the contempiation of such spectacles, well may one be reminded of the
memorable words of JO!L' BRADFORD, as he saw a poor wretched man
conducted to the place of execution, "There goes J OHX BRADFORD but for
the grace of God." A.h, who that knows his o"n heart but mllst say the
same? And "ho, "hilst reflecting upon the little beginnings of sin, and
the smooth and delusive "ay in which Satan entices and entraps sinners,
but must cry, "Lord, lead me not intq temptation;" "Hold Thou me up,
and I shall be safe j" "Keep me, and I shall be "ell kept?"
At half-past two the mails are got
board, and "e start "ith a rising
bead-wind and a rather heavy sea; but these mail·boats are splendid.
There are four of similar consh'uction, of 2000 tons register, and 800
horse power. Their daily consumption of coal for the double voyagethat is, to and fro bet'leen Holyhead and Kingsto'lll-is bet"een 60 and
70 tons. They are upwards of 350 feet in length, and have a hurricane
or rounded deck, so that the sea breaking over them, it runs off, leaving
the deck passengers dry beneath this oval covering. These vessels are
too long to pitch much in the chopping seas of St. George's Channel, but
their length does not prevent them from rolling. They are lux.uriously
fitted, and the height bet"een decks is much greater than usual in these
passenger vessels. Nomthstanding the strong head.mnd, "e made the
passage in four hours and a quarter. One could not help thinking, if in so
short a time, the an.xiety on the part of the passengers to descry land was
so great, what must it be after being at sea for weeks or months together?
Oh, for a more becoming sense of·daily mercies in that one's lot is differently cast. One could but contemplate the goodness of God, as one sat on
the bridge of that steamer, in that He had so differently constituted men's
minds. If men were gependent on such temperaments and constitutions
as some with whom I have a pretty familiar kno"ledge, I know not "hat
would become of our commerce and our continuous intercourse with other
lands.
Reader, in a spiritual sense, amid our daily teachings, it "ould be "ell
for us to bear in mind how the promise runs, "Thy shoes shall be iron
and brass, and as thy days so shall thy strength be." Again," Take no
thought for tlte ?norrow, but let tlte mot-row take thought for tile things of
itself; sufficient for the day is the evil thereof." It is to be daily strength
for daily trials. We need not the strength for the trial until the trial
itself comes. Then, and not until then, will it be required j and, as
surely as God is true, then, though not until then, such strength shall be
received, experienced, and enjoyed. And depend on it, beloved, that the
more the Lord has appeared to stand aloof beforehand, and the more
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ardent and importunate the wrestling in consequence of such seeming
standing aloof, the more significant, and the more strikingly mai'ked, the
Lord's after-manifestations and kind and gracious revealings. If the conflict has been great, the communion shall be the sweeter and the more
precious. Observe, the Lord" waits to be gracious." He knows when
and how to communicate. Mark," He gives power to the faint, and to
them that have no might, He increases st?·ength." Now, their very weakness and fainting does the more strikingly reflect the time and the fact of
His giving courage and strength. The Lord bides His time, and for the
express purpose that the communication should the more evidentially be
His, and His the glory. It is upon this principle that the weakest livlfrS
are the strongest diers~the most cowardly in life the most courageous in
death .. by which we mean that the ,ery consciousness of a felt weakness
and inability, leading to a perpetual self-distrust, leads also out of self
unto the Stronghold, Christ; and He, in due time, and out of very faithfulness and mercy, imparts fearlessness, and peace, and strength in the
needed hour; so that sucH experience and enjoy the fulness of the mercy
that " He came to deliver them who, through fear of death, were all their
lifetime subject unto bondage." Such also know experimentally the truth
of that precious testimony, "No temptation hath happened unto you but
what is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not suffer you to
be tempted above that ye are able, but will with the temptation [well
mark this, reader, who will with the temptation, not befQ?'e it, but with it]
make a way for your escape, that ye may be able to bear it."
Reader, we will for the present sum up our remarks in that well-known
verse" His love in times past forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink;
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review,
Confirms His good promise to help me quite through."
.

THE EDITOR.

THE DUBLIN LEAFLET.
through Dublin, some two years ago, our attention was drawn
to a leaflet in a bookseller's window. We walked in and purchased it,
at the same time asking permission to reproduce it. In due course it
appeared in the broadsheet "Old Jonathan," with an intimation where
copies could be procured. A Sunday or two after our return to Bristol,
we read it from the pulpit. There was present that evening the Matron
of the neighbouring hospital, who thought the lines singularly appropriate to a lady who had been remo,ed from Wales to the above institution,
for the purpose of undergoing a very critical operation. Upon her return
from church, she repeated as much as she could remember of the verses
she had heard read. Subsequently, we were sent for, and just prior to the
lady in question undergoing the operation, we prayed with her, and read
the leaflet. We felt it to be a solemn hour. One at least was, as it were,
standing in doubt between time and eternity. She was, however, very calm.
By her side sat her brother, as well as the Matron. Both brother and
sister, there was good reason to hope, "knew whom they had believed."
The lady underwent the operation, but never rallied. Consequently, the
truths embodied in the piece thus read to her, were almost the last words
which fell upon her ear.

PASSING
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When again passing through Dublin, during our present visit to
Ireland, we inquired if the writer of this piece had published anything
else. The answer was, she had so low an estimate of her own powers as
never to be induced to write again. The bookseller added, that the only
ground upon which she would consent to the present leaflet being published was that the profits (if any) might go towards the support of a
poor orphan boy. We were happy to hear that, in consequence of the
lines appearing in " Old Jonathan," with directions where they might be
obtained, hundreds had been sent for from all parts of the kingdom. This
notice will, we trust, induce others to send for them likewise. We had
the pleasure of ordering 500, at the request of a lady at Weston-super-Mare.
"Do you know," said the bookseller, "the history of these lines?"
" Only so far as expressed on the leaflet itself," was our reply. "They
were written," said he, "as a little memento by the young lady when
about to undergo the operation, which was a very critical one, and left
with her friends. At length, when the doctors entered the room, as she
lay awaiting the momentous ordeal she was about to pass through, she
exclaimed, as one of the doctors approached her, 'Now, doctor, either
health or heaven!' It pleased God that the operation should be a successful one. She recovered, and subsequently was married to one of the
doctors, and is now resident in England."
We could but listen with deep interest to the recital, and secretly bless
bur God for His divine faithfulness and all-sufficiency in the time of trial
and affliction. We delight to publish these facts in proof of His love and
tender mercy to poor helpless sinners; and we pray that very many by
these simple means may be enabled to "thank God and take courage."
It gives us pleasure to testify that these lines ha,e already appeared in
the se,era! editions of "Happy John," of which five-and-twenty thousand copies ha,e been printed, another edition of ten thousand being
ordered. In consequence of its appearance in " Old Jonatlwn," upwards
of thirty thousand impressions have been by its means sent forth into the
length and breadth of the land; and our dear friend and brother in
Christ, the Re,. JoIcr lliRrrs, inserted the lines in his new hymn-book,
the first edition of which numbered two thousand. We state these facts
in order to prompt and encourage our readers to attend to what some may
deem little matters, remembering that "God hath chosen the foolish
things of the world t<> confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak
things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; and base
things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea,
and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: that no
flesh should glory in His presence" (1 Cor. i. 27-29).
Who can tell how many precious souls may be comforted by the lines
in question? We with pleasure annex them, at the same time stating
that they may be procured as leaflets upon application to Mr. Yoakley,
bookseller, Graffon Street, Dublin.
" I LEAVE IT ALL WITH JESUS."
" I lea,e it all .,nth Jesus,
Then wherefore should I fear?
I leave it all with Jesus,
And He is ever near !
I leave it all with Jesus,
Trust Him for what must be;
I leave it all with Jesus,
Who ever thinks for me.

" I bring it all to Jesus,
In calm, believing prayer;
I bring it all to Jesus,
And I love to leave it there.
Each tear, each sigh, each trouble,
Each disappointment-all
f I love to give to Jesus,
Who loves to take them all.
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"Then why should drooping spirits
Or sinking fears be known?
'Why should I bear a burden
'V"hich Jesus calls His own?
Ah, no! though dark and heavy
Ofttimes my way appears,
One look, one word from J eSU8
Of holy comfort-eheers.

[October 1, 1866.

" In love He has afllicted,
In mercy used the rod;
But it has made me humble,
And brought me nearer God;
And soon another token
Of His kindness will be given,
And the happy prospect gladdens
Of either health or heaven! "

~nszing O£b£ltts.-~

ilnuth1n Jote.

"Can ye not discern the signs of the times? "-MATT. xvi. 3.

OUR poor farmers have had an anxious time of it this year; first, with the
cattle plague, and, secondly, with the harvest. Three or four months ago the
crops promised to be very fine and abundant, but latterly unfavourable weather
has seriously injured them, and the work of in-gathering has been most difficult and precarious. If we were not aware of the whole state of the case, we
might be apt to imagine that our agricultural population would be, as a class,
the most God-fearing and God-ack-nowleaging. Their dependence upon a
gracious Providence is so evident, so direct, that we might be inclined to
suppose that they at least, one and all, would fear the Lord, and" acknowledge
Him in all their ways." But we have reason to fear that the very reverse is true.
The human heart is as hard now as it was three thuusand years ago; and as it
seems to have made little difference to the children of Israel-with regard to
their piety-whether their sustenance came to them mediately by their own
labour, or directly in the form of angels' food; so even now, unless touched
by divine grace, no matter what may be his outward circumstances, man's
sense of dependence upon, and acknowledgment of, the divine goodness, is as
slow and as backward as ever. We believe that a large amount of practical
infidelity prevails amongst our agricultural population. They seem to think
that tolerable harvests nowadays are certain, and that famine is almost an
impossibility, owing to the advances of science and the development of man's
ingenuity. What a serious evil is this! How well may it tempt the Author
of all our blessings to stay His hand, and withhold them from us. What a
striking lesson does India present to us in this respect at the present time!
Notwithstanding the great improvements effected there of late years in the
means of transit and in the cultivation of land, yet the famine still continues,
and the accounts which reach us are heartrending. The number of deaths
from starvation is said to be as many as 1,200 a day, and this notwithstanding that 75,000 persons are daily fed by public charity, besides a vast multitude by private. The highways are strewn with dead bodies, and the suffering
and misery are indescribable.
The present condition of the working classes is very far from satisfactory;
in fact, it is sufficient to cause deep anxiety to every thoughtful mind.
Nothing pleases us better than to see our working men enjoying an honest
independence, receiving good wages, rejoicing in perfect liberty, and participating in all the blessings which it is the lot of our country to possess. We
would not on any account have capital usurping such a position, as to make
the labourer practically its slave; glad we are to hear of the labourer boldly
asserting his rights, and of his possessing the power to enforce, as well as
freedom to demand, a due remuneration for his labour. Of late years the
working classes have fully enjoyed these privileges; and further, by their
Trade Unions (covering as they do the whole length and breadth of our
country) they have acquired enormous power, a power which is daily increasing. Now if they knew how to use it rightly, we should not grudge
them the possession of this power for one moment; but they are already
1\
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showing signs that they do not know how so to use it : e. g., they do not scruple
to affirm that they aim at the complete equalization of all classes of the community, and regulating the management of all our trade. A large assembly of
working men just held at Geneva, where delegates were received and heartily
welcomed from England, selected for its subjects of discussion not merely
questions of wages and industry, but questions of politics, schemes of open revolution, and disputes about religion. Moreover, in their anxious striving after
the attainment of these ulterior objects, the working classes are bringing
hemselves into, and willingly submitting themselves to, a tyranny as formidable as any tyranny in a free country can be. They are obliged, whether they
..,-ill or no, to belong to the Trades Unions, and to bow implicitly to their
decisions, whether those decisions refer to the kind of work undertaken, the
way in which it is to be done, the amount of work done, the wages demanded,
or anything else. The spirit of the whole movement appears to be not one
that merely wishes to assert its just rights, but a sph-it that is essentially
democratic and irreligious. This is not the spu'it which ought to be fostered
in a professedly Christian land, and every Uhristian ought to set his face
against it. Much of it is probably owing to employers not taking sufficient
interest in the employed; they gather whole masses of people together, and
take no more apparent interest in. them than if they were so many lifeless
tools. "e could tell many a tale respecting this, disreputable and sad-disreputable, as it re,ealed an utter want of conscientiousness; sad, as it showed
a lack of e,en the common feeling of humanity. But we forbear. May we, at
least, not be wanting in our duty in this respect, either as concerns those who
may be placed in social gra.de beneath us, or in earnest prayer to HiIn who
alone can avert every evil from our land, and permeate it, as heavenly leaven,
with His blessed Gospel.
We live in dangerous times-times in which it beho,es God's people to be
continually upon theu- watch-towers, and to guard against the most subtle
kinds of error, against secret, more, perhaps, than against open foes. Besides
other forms of eITor, which we have not space to allude to, Ritualism-an
excessi,e de,elopment of the externals of l-eligious worship, in reality Popery
in the bud-appears to be lengthening its cords and strengthening its stakes;
it is seen both in Church and Dissent, and it is evidently carrying a multitude
with it in its train. We regret, in some respects, the publicity that has been
given to it; we are fully persuaded that if it had not been for this publicity it
would ne,er ha,e spread so rapidly as it has done. If some foolish curate or
minister wishes to make himself famous, he has only to imitate the Romish
mass service as nearly as he can, and lo! immediately e,ery newspaper
reports his case, narrates his every action, look, and word, spreads the
tidings like wildfire o,er the land, and, whether it praise or blame him,
eql1ally entices the idle and cm-ious to flock arolmd him; and then, by
thrilling music, by imposing ceremonies, by cunningly chosen words, they are
easily made his disciples, and obediently follow him, little caring where he
leads them. But there is, perhaps, a more dangerous form assumed by this
evil, viz., that of popular books in which error is most insidiously blended
with truth, and, under the disguise of the advocacy of a few ritualistic extravagancies, are really set forth the worst doctrines of Popery. Such, e. g., is a
volume lately published, entitled," The Church and the World: Essays on
Questions of the Day, by various Writers." A more dangerous book we scarcely
remember to have met with. Here are a number of essays bound up together,
some innocent of error, so to speak, others redolent with it; some propounding harmless theories, others strongly advocating (though insidiously) such
errors as the real presence of Christ in the sacrament; the repetition or
visible representation of His sacrifice in the administration of the Lord's
Supper; celibacy of the clergy; revival of monastic institutions; union of
Protestantism with Romanislll-each party sm'l'endering something-and
representin~ them both as much alike (!); and last, but not least, there is a
representatIOn of the struggles of a soul who, earnestly seeking after truth,
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finds it, with peace and joy, not in the blessed Saviour, not in His word, not
by His Spirit's teaching, but in the borders of Rome, in the ready acceptance
of all her dogmas save one-the Pope's supremacy! We repeat that this is a
most dangerous book-not that we belie,e it will do harm to the established
belie.-er, but we dread the effect of its subtle poison upon the young and the
nnwary. Oh that all who love the Lord may have grace to cling closely to
Him, to hold fast by His word, to make it continually the lamp of their feet,
the light of their path, and to walk with childlike faith and earnestness
worthy of their holy calling! so shall the enemy have no hold upon them, and
they shall pass by every danger safely.

~£hi£ins

anh Jatites of ~onRs.

Familiar Woras. A Handbook of Quotations from English Authors. By
J. HAIN FRISWELL. Second Edi ·on. London: Sampson Low, Son,
and Marston, Milton House, LUdgate Hill.-A SECOND edition, and no
wonder, for the book contains, "e had nearly said, the cream of a life's
general reading. The author, mth a 'judgment and discrimination that
only a matured experience could gi,e, has extracted the very pith and
marrow of book after book, as they have fallen in his way, and has
indexed all those well-known sentences which form frequently the most
striking and happy passages in, or illustrations of, our best leading
articles, essays, reviews, &c. Mr. Friswell has quoted, and, as far as
we can tell, correctly given the line, book, and source of almost every
known quotation in the English language, from" Am I my brother's
keeper?" the ejaculation of Cain, to the famous" Rest and be thankful," of Lord John Russell. The "ork is really a necessity to the preacher,
the author, and the student. The index is an invaluable appendage to
the volume, inasmuch as, by a Eingle word, it at a glance introduces the
reader to an almost infinite ,ariety of subjects, which is a matter of
great consequence in works of this description. It is well called" An
Index Verborum; or, Quotation Handbook." " Familiar Words"
stamps the author as among the persevering, painstaking, and successful writers of the day. He has justly earned by his literary labours,
the esteem 'in which as an author he is held.
CARDINAL CULLEN ON THE PR05:PECIS OF THE PAPACY.-The levee recently held by Cardinal Cullen a Holy Cross College, near Dublin, was
largely attended by clergy and laymen, principally of the middle classes.
A few Protestants were present, amongst others Sir John Gray, M.P., and
Mr. Butt, Q.C. In reply to an address from the clergy, the cardinal said
Ireland had done a great deal for the Holy See, but her exertions were
required more than ever. The spirit of revolution was triumphant in
Europe, and had destroyed the po"er of Catholic States. Austria, the
last State capable of protecting the Holy See, was overthrown. The
Emperor of the French was about to leave Rome to the mercy of the
Italian revolutionists, who avow the deadliest hatred to the Pope, and
'who would not hesitate to seize upon Rome and destroy the Pope's authority. It was probable the crisis might arrive within six months, and
the Pope be reduced to such a condition that he might not know where to
turn his head. In these circumstances the attachment of Irish Catholics
to him must be increased.
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