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Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves al'e comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

NOW.
" Now our Lord Jesus Ohrist IIirnse1j, and God, even our Father, which
hath loved us, and lwth given us everlasting consolation and good hope
through grace, comjod your hearts, a11d stablish you ,in every good
word and work."-2 TRESS. ii. 16, 17.
BELOVED, what a marvellous fuln~s~ there ~s in the wo~ds of Scripture, when the Holy Ghost (the Dlvme InditeI' thereof) IS graciously
pleased to apply it to the hearts and consciences of His redeemed and
quickened ones. No other book can, in the very least degree, compare
with the Book of books. No language can approach its language. It
has a power and a preciousness when spoken home to the heart by
the Holy Ghost, that is perfectly astounding to the recipient; and oh
how fear-assuaging, heart-cheering, and soul-establishing it is! Weli
may the prophet say, "I found Thy words, and I did eat them' and
Thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart."
,
Reader, do you know what it is for the Lord the Spirit to take a
~ord here. or a word there f~'om His own holy book, and to speak it
mto your mmost heart; not mto the outward ear merely, but into your
very innermo~t ~oul, causing it to vibrate, as it were,. through your
whole frame, hftmg you up above all the f-ear and the disquietude and
the painful, agonizing circumstances of your pathway through this
waste, howling wilderness?
What has led us, beloved, into this train of thought is the little word
with which the sweet portion at the head of this paper is opened-the
word now. In proof, therefore, of the fulness and the blessedness of
the Scripture, permit us to call your attention to the striking and
beautiful order in which this word stands, as recorded by the Holy
Ghost, and as connected with His divine work in the hearts of His
people. Under His sweet and 'gracious anointing, we may be led
into an admiring contemplation of His distinctive dealings with those
whom He sovereignly takes in hand.
Pp
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Look, first, at the word "now" in the fifth and sixth ohapter of the
seoond book of Oorinthians, as standing oonneoted with the apostle's
declaration: "If any man be in Ohrist, he is a new oreature: old
things are passed away; behold, all things are beoome new." "Now
then," oontinues the apostle, "we are ambassadors for Ohrist, as
though God did beseeoh you by us: we pray you in Ohrist's stead,
be ye reoonoiled to God. For He hath made Him to be sin for us,
who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God
in Him." "Behold, now is the aooepted time; behold, now is the
day of salvation."
Beloved, we dare not dwell upon this portion, exoept to say, how
marvellous the oondesoension and how great the graoe, that the Lord
should plaoe Himself, as it were, in the position of a suppliant with
His dear, although suoh disobedient ones-yea, suoh rebels-and that
He should thus declare Himself as seeking at suoh poor sinner's hand
reoonoiliation ! He the first to make the overtures; He the Prime
Mover in the matter. Ah, beloved, and if it were not so, would you"
or should we, have moved to all eternity? Oh, no, "We love Him
beoause He first loved us." We never, never should have sought
Him, or sued for reoonoiliation, had He not first sought us, and
deolared His willingness to be reoonoiled in and through the Person
of His dear Son.
But the word" now," as elsewhere adopted, leads us on, beloved,
another step and to another stage of the pilgrim's pathway. See the
first verse of the 8th of Romans. How blessed the" now" oomes
in, as oonneoted with the painful oondition and the oeaseless and uninterrupted oonfliot and warfare desoribed in the preoeding ohapter.
Oh, beloved, how rioh the meroy that, notwithstanding the fearfulyea, the desperate-struggle for the mastery of the flesh over the
Spirit, still there is even" now" no oondemnation to them whioh are
in Ohrist Jesus. Plagued, and tormented, and often driven to their
wits' end, as they are, through the evil that so oontinuously works
within-when "the good that they would they do not, but the evil
that they would not, that they do;" and when the oonfliot compels
them to exolaim again and again, " 0 -wretched man that I am!
who shall deliver me from the body of this death ?"-to think that
even" now," under this warfare, and in the very midst of all these
struggles upon the part of the flesh for dominion, " there is no oondemnation;" but they are perfeot in Ohrist Jesus, "oomplete in Him,"
" oomely in His oomeliness," pure in His purity; all lovely in the
eyes of a holy, a heart-searohing and rein-trying God. Yea, more pure,
and more oomely, and more aooeptable than angels who have never
sinned. Oh, think, beloved, of the loving and gracious responses of
a preoious Ohrist. Think of the utteranoes of these" prisoners of the
Lord," whilst thus in the heat ofthe battle-field. "Lord, I am vile ;"
" I loathe myself and repent in dust and ashes." "I am blaok." "Depart from me ; for I am a sinful man, 0 Lord." The Lord Himself
declares, "Thou art all fair, my love; there is no spot in thee."
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"Thou art comely with the comeliness which I have put upon thee."
Yea, " There is therefore Now-no, not even Now-no condemnation
to them which are in Ohrist Jesus."
Dearly beloved, the Lord the Spirit give thee to experience and
enjoy the blessedness of this" now," and may He cause thee to feel
aud l' ljoice in the distinguishing fact that all hinges upon the being
" in Ohrist Jesus." And, mark you, wherever this is the case, the evidence is sure to follow, for all who are manifestively in Ohrist Jesus,
by the effectual call and divine operations of the almighty Quickener,
God the Holy Ghost, will "walk not after the flesh, but after the
Spirit ;" and all such will, sooner or later, realize the blessedness and
the glory of the fact, that" the law of the Spirit of life in Ohrist Jesus
hath made them free from the law of sin and death." They" whom
the Son maketh free shall be free indeed." They stand eternally free
in the person and through the blood and righteousness of their divine
Substitute and Surety.
"Now free from sin,* they walk at large,
This Breaker's blood their souls' discharge;
At His dear feet, content they lay,
Poor sinners saved, and homage pay."

Mark you, beloved, all the freedom and all the fulness are in Ohrist
Jesus. This is the turning-point-here is the pivot upon which aU
rests. It is "in Ohrist." Do observe, reader, what the apostle says,
upon this momentous subject, in 1 001'. i. 30, 31, "But of Him are
ye in Ohrist Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: that, according
as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord."
Aud be assured, dear reader, that all glorying which falls shortof this will be of no avail. It is not even in our knowledge or
experience-our enlargements or contractions-that we can glory, or
rest in or depend upon, but simply and entirely in the person and
upon the blood and righteousness of the Lord Jesus Ohrist as our unchangeable Friend-our never-failing portion-our everlasting All
and in all.
'" That is, free from the guilt and condemnation of sin, not from its indwelling. Hence,
the same writer (blessed KENT) says," 'Tis well when joys arise;
'Tis well when sorrows flow;
'Tis well when darkness veils the skies,
And strong temptations blow.
"'Tis well, when at His throne
They wrestle, weep, and pray;
'Tis well, when at His feet they groan,
Yet bring their wants away.
"'Tis well, when on the mount,
They feast on dying love;
And 'tis as well, in God's account,
When they the furnace prove."
Dear reader, may the Lord the Spirit lead thee into the blessedness of the reality of these
painful, yet most profitable experiences" All to make tbee sick of self,
And Jesus all in all."-ED.
p P 2
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How sweetly and blessedly did the immortal Toplady realize this
eternal freedom from all guilt and condemnation, when he sang : " A debtor to mercy alone,
Of covenant mercy I sing,
Nor fear, with Thy righteollsness on,
My person and offerings to bring:
The terrors of law.and of God
With me .cau have no-thing to do;
My Savioux's obedience and blood
Hide all my transgressions from view."

Ah, yes, beloved, it is all in Christ, and alone through and by His
precious blood and justifying righteousness. It is not in the leastwise ()f the creature; no, there is not in man in and of himself considered, as much purity, or comeliness, or completeness, as would cover
a needle's point. There is not the veriest shadow of aught that is
good; and yet, if in Christ, standing in Him, blessed in Him, he is
even now in God's sight" without spot or wrinkle or any such thing."
Then, may thine eye, dear reader, be to Christ, and Christ alone! If
such be the case, it will, instrumentally, lift thee up above all the snares
and delusions which now so abound through the length and breadth
of G'hristendom.
This brings, us, beloved, to another very significant" now" in the
living experience of the Lord's quickened ones. It stands at the close
of the second chapter of St. Paul's second epistle to the Thessalonians,
in the previous verses of which the apostle has been dwelling most
solemuly upon what should precede the coming of Christ. We refer
the reader to the chapter itself~ and, at the same time, would entreat
him to <Jonsider whether there is not an immensity, in our own day and
generation, illustrative and confirmatory of this the Apostle's testimony. Never, we conceive, since the days of the apostles themselves,
did the times wear a more solemn or portentous aspect than they now
present. And yet the Apostle embraces the very state of things which
he here so plainly and so solemnly points out, as an opportunity
for exhorting the Thessalonians, that they should" stand fast," that
they should adhere to and abide by, in the most rigid and persevering
way, the doctrines and the precepts they had been taught. Then he
introduces his significant "now" as a summing up. " Now our
Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and God, even our Father, which hath
loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope
through grace, comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every good
word and work."
Here, beloved, within the compass of a couple of verses, is a very
body of divinity. Mark how the apostle calls the attention of the Thessalonians to the person of our most glorious Christ Himself. Oh, how
blessed is that saying, "our Lord Jesus Himself." Here He is declared as the property of His people. "Our" Lord Jesus Christ.
Made over to His people as the covenant gift of the Father. This is
most clearly expressed even in this very verse itself; for mark the
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adinO', and s how the gift of the Father wa. the fruit and effect of
is own et rnol love and discriminating choice-Cl which [or who J
hath loved UB, and hath given us everlasting consolation and good
h p thr ugh hl'ist." Now Christ Himself in I is own Divine Person is at onoe the'" everlasting consolation," and the" good hope
through grac ;" for did not Simeon wait for "the consolation of
I 1'0. 1," o.nd fOT whom did he wait but for the Christ of God? And
is n t hrist, in His own blessed person, that" hope set before us" in
the Gospel of which the apostle speaks in Heb. vi. ?
But do observe, beloved, how great the stress the apostle lays upon
the person of Christ. It is not the work of Christ, nor the words of
Christ-however great and however glorious both His word and His
works are-but it is His own divine person to which the apostle calls
attention so emphatically. Nor can this great and this glorious subject be too much insisted upon. It is in His own blessed and beauteous
pers n everything centres. His person is the very Sun in the grand
firmament of redemption. What precious glimpses does that prince
of poets, the blessed Watts, now and then obtain of the person of
Christ.
.

l'

.. All over glorious is my Lord,
Must be believed and yet adored,
His worth, if all the nations knew,
Sure the whole earth would love Him too.
.. The whole creat.ion can afford
But some faint shadows of my Lord;
Nature, to make Hia glories known,
Must mingle colours not her own."

Observe, moroover, beloved, how, in order to show the co-equality of
Christ with the Father, the Son is named in the passage before us, in
priority to the Father. And see also what the object both of the Son
and the Father is, namely; that the saints should be comforted, and
"stablished in every good word and work." Oh, how sweet and how
satisfactory is this establishment. How blessedly does the same apostle
dwell upon this subject in the fourth chapter of his epistle to the
Ephesians, and the thirteenth and two following verses: "Till we
all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge ofthe Son of
Gael, unto a perfect man, unto the measure ofthe stature ofthe fulness
of Christ: that we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro,
and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men,
and cunning cra.ftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; but speaking the truth in love, may grow up unto Him in all things, which is
the Head, evell Christ." So likewise does the apostle Peter, in the
last chapter of his first epistle, and the tenth verse: "But the God of
all grace, who hath called us unto His eternal glory by Christ Jesus,
after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish,
l!trengthen, settle you."
If, beloved, the Holy Ghost is graciously pleased to enlighten and
confirm us in His truth, and in all the covenant verities of our most
holy faith, how unspeakably satisfactory will this establishment be,
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especially in regard to all the solemn things that we verily believe are
at our very doors. If we are" rooted and grounded in love," we need
be under no dark or gloomy apprehensions as to what is about to take
place.
" All must come and last and end
As shall please our heavenly Friend."

How sweet the thought, beloved"Plagues and deaths around us fly,
Till He bids, we cannot die;
Not a single shaft can hit,
Till the God of love sees fit."

It may appear, looking at things in a more fleshly or creature point
of view, as if Satan and wicked men were having it all their own way.
Romanism and Ritualism and Rationalism, as a cursed trio, are
apparently sapping the very foundation of our civil and religious
liberties, and bringing us rapidly back, as a church and a nation, to all
the blackness and besottedness of the past dark and destructive ages.
But has our God, in reality, forsaken the earth? Has He quitted the
field? Has He retired from the combat? Nay; but is now, as verily
as ever, "working all things after the counsel of His own will."
Still is He "glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders."
Still" His counsel shall stand, and He will do all His pleasure."
And still, believer, it is as much as ever our province and our privilege to sing" Deep in unfathomable mines
Of nevm'-failing skill,
He treasures up His bright designs,
And works His sovereign will.
" Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take;
The clouds ye so much dread
Are big with mercy, and shall break
In blessings on your head.
"Blind unbelief is sure to err,
And scan His work in vain;
God is His own Interpreter,
And He will make it plain."

Oh, then, beloved, for a larger increase of that precious faith which
enabled the apostle, in anticipation of coming calamities, to exclaim,
" But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear
unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the
ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the
Gospel of the grace of God" (Acts xx. 24).
Beloved, we ask you to accompany us another stage in the pilgrimcourse. You will find a further and an equally significant "now"
in the eleventh verse of the thirteenth of Homans: "And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now
is our salvation nearer than when we believed." Beloved, this" now"
is very important, more especially as we contemplate the present
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sleepy, drowsy state, not of professors merely, but of those whom we
have reason to believe are really the Lord's own dear blood-bought
people. Surely we have reached the Laodicean state, and well may we
take heed to the remonstrance given in Rev. iii. 15, 16: " I know thy
works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or
hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I
will spue thee out of my mouth." Surely the entanglements and enthralments in which so many of the Lord's living children are found,
as connected with the present evil world, in its pursuits and practices,
may well excite alarm, lest the Lord should virtually, or in a judicial
way, "spue them out of His mouth "-cast them off, as to manifestation, and their present realization of adoption privileges, as His sons
and daughters. Many of His own dear children will be saved indeed,
" as ~y fire." Their carnality and worldliness will drink up their
spirits, in a spiritual and saving way, and they will find to their cost,
that" it is an evil and a bitter thing to forsake the Lord." Daniel
declares the fact, with regard to the latter-day test, that "some of
them of understanding shall fall, to try them, and to purge, and to
make them white." Oh, reader, may it be your mercy, and ours
likewise, not to be among that "some." God, of His great mercy,
prevent! "Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he
fall." How wholesome, therefore, is the exhortation before us:
" And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out
of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed."
And is it not a glorious and soul-comforting fact, dear reader, that
"now is our salvation nearer than when we believed?" That is,
the consummation of salvation, or our full, final, and everlasting
deliverance from all sin, all suffering, all sorrow, is nearer-aye,
and how much nearer-" than when we (first) believed." Oh, think,
beloved, of the weeks and months and years, we have passed on pil-·
grimage: ten, twenty, thirty, and some of us even more than forty
years, and not one of its trials, its troubles, its temptations, to be reencountered. No, no, blessed bt;l God. Fresh there may be-fresh
there will be-fresh there must be; but the same, never-no, never!
What a mercy, beloved. No passing through the dark valley of
doubts and fears and despondencies a second time; no turning back;
no retracing. Past, gone, done with for ever, blessed be God! And
consequently-as a matter of stern necessity-how much" nearer"
our eternal home r We sing, beloved, in our little family circlesbroken in upon as those family circles may have been-and the
vacant chairs the more significantly illustrative of the fact," A day's march nearer home."

But, when we look back o'er the months and years of our pilgrimage, oh, how greatly are those days multiplied!
Well, then, beloved, take a word of affectionate exhortation, whilst
contemplating this glorious fact of your salvation being so much
" nearer;" seek to live and act as you will wish you had done in your
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last moments. Be it yours and ours to sit loosely to time-things.
Oh, don't hoard that gain of yours, as though you were going to stay
here for ever. Learn-the Lord help you so to do-that you are but
stewards. That money you call yours is not yours, but the Lord's,
It is a mere loan. Learn to regard it as such, and to apply it as the
Lord would have you. Oh, beware of 1 Tim. vi. 9, 10: "But they
that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many
foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown. men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money is the root of all evil: ·which while
some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows." We should love to dwell upon
this subject, and illustrate by fact upon fact, as coming within our own
observation; but we dare not dwell.
We pass on, therefore, to our next and last "now;" and that is a
blessed one. Turn, belov.ed, to Luke ii. 28-30: "Then took he him
up in his arms, and blessed God, and said, Lord, lettest now Thy servant depart in ~eace, according to Thy word: for mine eyes have seen
~1hy salvation.' Beloved, how sweet, how great, how glorious! The
Lord's last and most gracions " now" come, as far as the time-state
of His pilgrims is concerned. The wilderness passed through-all
its trials, its conflicts, its dangers and vicissitudes met and surmounted.
A faithful God, having proved through every state and stage His
Divine love, power, goodness, and all-sufficiency, and now His child,
within a hair's breadth of heaven, looking back through all the way
by which the Lord His God haclled him, and testifying to the great
and glorious fact, that He "hath done all things well," and looking
forward to the rest that remaineth beyond earth, death, and the
grave, in the fulness of his heart, and in the unutterable satisfaction
and blessedness that his soul then and there realizes, he exclaims,
"Now, Lord-Now-Iettest ihou Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy word: for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation."
Dear, dear reader, God of His great mercy grant that this may
he your happy portion and privilege, and ours also, for His great
name's sake, Amen and Amen I
THE EDITOR.
St. Luke's, Bedminster, September 5, 1868.
MOTIVES TO RELIGION.

THOSE persons who are deterred from devoting themselves to the service
of God on account of the difficulties and sacrifices attending a religious
life, would do well to consider that it will be much harder to endure the
consequences of a life of sin than to practise the duties of religion; and
also that, by their present course, they are sacrificing the friendship of
Him" in whose favour is life, and His lovingkindness is better than life."
One of the martyrs, when being led to the stake, was urged to recant, and,
as a motive to induce him to do so, it was said, "Life is sweet, and death
is bitter." "True," said the good man, "life is sweet and death is
bitter; but eternal life is sweet and eternal death is more bitter."
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IN'fER OUR E WITH THE SAINTS.
" ending portions one to another."-EsTttER ix. 19.
PREOIOUS portions of the word of God are worth sending" one to another." There is in them that which must suit every condition, and, if
applied by the Holy Spirit, act as the balm of consolation under every
form of wounding. We have taken pen in hand at this season under the
feeling of a command from above; for, when seeking the Lord in the
matter of our further "Wayside Notes," the reply we got from the
throne was, " Sending portions one to another;" ,and, as a seal to this line
of things, 'the following expressions have just come to hand in a note from
a deeply-experienced and aged sister in Christ: "I have, my dear
brother, had muuh sweet fellowship with you in those precious' Wayside
Notes' from month to month, which are the means of cheering many a
'weary heart in the Lord's family, and of sending' portions to tltem for
wlwrn nothing is p,oepa1'ed' in the earthly (;ourts. Go on, dear fellowpilgrim, in the strength of the Lord, make known a Saviour's love, tell
of His unfathomable mercy, His faithful covenant care, His mighty acts,
His wonder-working power. Thus, my dear brother, may you be increasingly blessed in your own soul, and made a blessing to many more
in the Lord's family."
Oh, how sweetly encouraging it is thus to be borne on the hearts of the
Lord's people before the throne; it does bid one go on, "nothing doubting." May the remainder of your days and mine, beloved, be spent in
telling of a Saviour's love and the efficacy of a Saviour's blood. It is the
unfolding of a precious Christ the panting, longing soul of a child of God
chiefly wants and desires. Dear Lord, may these monthly messages to
Thine own be full of Jesus. We sigh to know more of Him. Oh, increase us with the increase of God from the fulness of our precious
Redeemer. Grant us the unction of the Holy Spirit, that a triune covenant God may be honoured aud glorified in all. We ask it, for Jesus'
sake. Amen.
Sending portion8 one to anotlwr.-Portions suitable to the position, the
trial, the burden. Now with some of the Lord's children their burden is,
1. A fear lest tlteir bodily wants will be supplied.-And we refer to this
because we have just met a Christian minister wh::> told us that his besetting sin is " tlte fear tltat lw should die in a workhouse." Now the word of
God blessedly meets such: "The steps of a good man are ordered by the
Lord, and He delighteth in his way. Though he fall, he shall not be
utterly cast down; for the Lord upholdeth him with His hand. I have
been young, and now am old, yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken,
nor his seed begging bread."
A precious testimony in proof of the psalmist's assertion is before us,
which we are sure the author will allow us to quote. "In a village near
Tenby lived a poor widow woman who trusted in God. Times were hard,
work scarce, bread dear; and she, like many another, was ofttimes sorely
tried in her endeavours to make ends meet. There came at last one day a
time when supplies ceased. She prayed with and for her children, and
put them to bed; and then with a heavy heart, yet committing her need to
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her Saviour who had fed the five thousand with five barley loaves and
two small fishes, she went to bed herself and slept. Blessed sleep! how
good of God to give His beloved and wearied one sleep. In -the early
rlawn of the next morning this poor widow awoke, hearing a voice as she
thought calling her by name, and bidding her to get up and go down to
a certain place by the sea which she knew well, and she would find a fish
just washed up by the tide. Was it only a dream? or should she sleep
on? No, she would get up and go to tho spot. She did, and found a noble
turbot making vain efforts to reach again the sea. She secured the prize.
A gentleman had offered a guinea for one, but the :5.shermen could not
obtain it. The widow sold her prize, returned to her little ones laden
with food for their breakfast, overwhelmed with the consideration of the
goodness of God. She could now sing with dear John Newton,
" , I know not what may soon betide,
Or how my wants shall be supplied,
But Jesus knows and will provide.' "
Then, further, in connexion with Ohristian experience, another burden
will be2. "0 God, Ihave sinned."-Well, it is a blessed thing to know it, and to
feel it. Regeneration always makes one tender on account of sin. The
new birth always brings one to three things, viz., poverty, penitence, and
prayer,' this the Word truly shows, as, for instance, in the parable of the
Prodigal Son. Poverty-"vVhen he had spent all there arose a mighty
famine in the land, and he began to be in want." Penitence-" I will
arise, and go to my Father; and will say, Father, I have sinned."
Prayer-" Make me as one of Thy hired servants." Such is the language
and desire of every awakened soul whom the Spirit of God has stirred up
to see his true position as a sinner in the sight of a righteous God. And
then, again, referring to the Word, let any that are pressed down under
the burden of their sins study prayerfully and thoughtfully the tenth
chapter of St. Paul's Epistle to the Hebrews; it is a glorious portion for
the poor sinner. In it is clearly shown that the sacrifice of Ohrist's body
once offered hath for ever taken away sin; consequently, He hath declared
" their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more;" but then, says
the trembler, "Ah! but is it for me?" The apostle meets such with the
exhortation, "Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; for He is faithful that promised;" "sin shall not have dominion over
you." "The precious blood of Jesus, which cleansethfrom all sin." Oh,
tAis precious cleansing blood!
A visitor among the poor pushed open a door, and entered a room; it
was a wretched place, wholly destitute of furniture. On a bundle of
straw in a corner was stretched the wasted form of an aged woman.
The visitor approached, and attempted to read the word of God to the
wretched one. The poor creature raised herself upon one elbow, and
eagerly inquired, "])oes your book tell of the blood that cleanseth from all
s~'n?" Years ago she had entered a church-she knew not why-for it
was far from her habit; but she heard something she never forgot. It
was about blood which cleanseth from all sin; and now she was dying,
and its need was felt, and the visitor told her of that blood. She grasped
the truth, and died resting on Him who shed His blood to cleanse the
sinner from all sin.
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"Dear Lord, what heavenly wonders dwell
In Thy atoning blood!
By this are si.nners snatched from hell,
And rebels brought to God."
Another burden that is felt by many is
3. Tlw longing desire for the preaehed word. This is a trial we can
specially enter into with you, beloved. The wretched legality-preaching
of the present day does make our hearts sick and our souls sink within
us. Oh, for the ministry of a Romaine, Toplady, Watts Wilkinson, or
J oseph Irons! Where are the champions for the truth? Few and far
between are they in the day in which we live; a famine of the word
there is indeed, and I think not a few will join the writer in feeling under
bygone enjoyment of the truth" Once I thought my mountain strong,
Firmly fixed no more to move;
Then Thy gr[J,ce was all my song,
Then my song was filled with love.
Those were golden happy days,
Sweetly spent in prayer and praise."
But now we go to the sanctuary, and it is quite another Gospel preached;
and we talk to those whom we think are lovers of Jesus; wo tell them our
complaint; but, alas! many seem to love to have it so. They think the
sermon was very good, and the minister a very excellent man, and THE
VERY SPIRIT OF DISCERNMENT appears to be taken away from many whom
we'fain would believe are Christians. Well, what are we to do in the midst
of this state of things? Again, away to the Word. Banish all creatureteaching of the same, and come to the Spirit of God. Ask Him to unfold;
spell letter by letter; pray over it; sublimity and yet simplicity is in every
portion. Keep close to it. Thank God, our Bibles are preserved to us!
Let us pray and read, and read and pray over it; perhaps it is well for us
to be driven home to the record of God, till that record records His revelation thereof in our hearts. But, turning from the yea-and-nay preaching of the day, how precious it is to the soul when some man of God does
preach the whole counsel of God! How it keeps one in a tearful frame,
and melts one, under the Spirit of God, as the word is unfolded. Such
,seasons are memorable, and DOt easily forgotten. Ah, what a delightful
thing it is to the Christian, at the close of the Sabbath· day, to feel,
" Well, I have been lifted up and fed this day. I have been helped
onward, homeward, and Zionward.
" , Oh, to grace how great a debtor.' "
Such helps and lifts brace one up for Monday mornings, plunging into
earthly care, and give a secret solace, very sweet and precious to realize,
and thus.
"The peace which God alone reveals,
And by His word of grace imparts,
Which only the believer feels,
Directs and keeps and cheers our hearts."
Another burden will often be
4. The temptat£ons of the devil a"e strong.·-Ah, too strong for the child
of God to combat with single-handed.
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As a sister in Christ writes to us, "I find myself beaten with the
world. Satan tempting, the world frowning, those that we should think
our best friends appear to try us most. I know it is a right way, for
it is weaning me from the world. I have hourly to prove that nothing
but Jesus can bring me any comfort." Beloved, be not an-aid; "God
is faithful, who will not suffer you to be temptecl above that which ye
are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that
ye may be able to bear it."
It is worthy of remark how much there is said about temptation in
the word of God, fitting into the declaration of J ehovah, "I will also
leave in the midst of thee an afflicted and poor people." For instance,
the Scriptures declare that
Terrptation is permitted for the trial of faith.-" For a season, if need
be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: that the trial of
your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perieheth, though
it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at
the appearing of Jesus Christ."
Again, the Scriptures declare that
God wt7l not suffer His saints to be tried without giving them grace to
bear it.-" God is faithful, who will not suffBr you to be tempted above
that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to
escape, that ye may be able to bear it."
Again, the Bible promises that
Christ will keep His saints faitllful in the hour of temptation.-" Because
thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the
hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them
that dwell upon the earth."
Thus do we not perceive, beloved, what a consolation is provided for
us in God's holy word when temptation sorely presses upon us? Such
is permitted, to try our faith; but God will give grace to bear it, so that
we sink not; and Christ will keep us faithful, so that we dishonour not
His holy name.
" Yet, though my soul in darkness mourns,
Thy wOl'd is all my stay;
Here I would rest till light returns:
Thy presence makes my day."
Another burden will beSome besetting sin.-Discernment brings us to the statement that all
God's children have some sin that doth so easily beset them. We have
never yet found but one perfect man, and He the God-Ml;tn, Christ Jesus.
Is this your case, dear reader? In looking within, do you not discern
easily some besetting sin that plagues you wonderfully, and brings you
into unbecoming conduct as a Christian? Now, what says the word under
such circumstances? Two passages will do: "Purge me with hyssop,
and I shall be clean." Precious prayer this. Couple it with a promise,
and remind thy God of it: "From all their iniquities will I cleanse
them." It is a sweet way of pleading with God, to say to Him, "Hast
Thou not said, therefore wilt Thou not do it? Thy word is, 'From all
their iniquities will I cleanse them.' Cleanse, then, Thou me, 0 my
God, from all that is obnoxious to Thyself." It is then a sore point with
the Christian if he finds himself yielding to any besetting sin. He hates
himself because of it. He cannot sin that grace may abound. God forbid!
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No, he willge tender-hearted on account of sin, and will feel often obliged
to cry" With tears of anguish I lament,
Here at Thy feet, my God,
My passion, pride, and discontent,
And vile ingJ.·atitude.
Sure, there was ne'er a heart so base,
So false as mine has been,
So faithless to its pt·onUses,
So prone to secret sin."
And then with some the b-urden arises from
Great care and anxiety in connexion with their chilrlren.-'Tis no light
weight this. Still, is it not the case that nine times out of ten our cares
and forebodings concerning them come to nought? It is like the weather
we have recently had. There has been every appearance of a storm;
clouds have gathered thick, but yet it has passed away. So often is it
with one's family care. Things look very black; it appears as if a storm
was very near, aIld would certainly break over our heads, but it does not,
the clouds disperse, and the calm blue sky of domestic peace prevails again.
Still, though this is sometimes the case, yet at other times the storm of
care does come; there is no evading it. Well, what is the best way to
meet it? Why, to take the word of God in our hands, which tells us for
our comfort, "The just man walketh in his integrity, his children are
blessed after him. The seed of the righteous shall be delivered."
But sometimes the trial will assume the form of having to part with
our deal' onos. We do not know a more poignant grief than that of
seeing a loved one wasting before our eyes. Earnest prayer has been
put up at the throne of grace, consistent means have been used, yet all
seems of no avail, the beloved one continues to fade away. Oh, this is
heart-rending work! for the Christian is flesh as well as spirit. Well,
all ho eau do is to go to the Word; it tells of a sympathizing Brother, to
whom an anxious sister in Christ could say, "He whom Thou lovest is
sick." It is only, therefore, with Jesus that we can leave those who are
thus suffering; for, if we look at the trial, we can only say, "0 God,
" Dark are Thy ways of providence,
While they who love Thee groan;
The reasons lie concealed from sense,
Mysterious and unknown."
These, then, beloved, are some of the burdens which will press upon
the pilgrims of Zion during their homeward passage: fears lest their
bodily wants will be supplied-anxiety about the pardon of their sins-a
panting for the pure truth as it is in Jesus-the temptations of Satan
often perplexing them-some easily-besetting sin worrying them-care
in connexion with those near and dear to them-these and many other
things will become crosses to them. What, then, is to be done? How
are they to meet these burdens? Only by the word of God, full as it is
of precious consolation and never-failing promises; therefore is it that
we have desired to "send portions one to another,"· that you may be
comforted "by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of
God;" and from the way in which we have been led in this matter, we
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cannot doubt but what there is some poor anxious child of God somewhere, who needs a portion of the word to comfort him or her. May He
bless such to their souls!
Mter a Sabbath-evening service at a little sanctuary we are accustomed
to go to, a poor man shook us warmly by the hand, saying, "I could go
with you this evening, sir. I could just trot along with you in that rut."
Now, we trust, dear reader, that, like this poor Christian man, you have
been able to trot along with us in the rut we have been led into by God the
Spirit. The privilege of family intercourse is great; personally we may
never see you, beloved-unknown in the flesh, but well known in the
spirit-treading the same up-hill pathway to the City of Zion-" faint,
yet pursuing," feeble, yet upheld; under such circumstances,
" How sweet it is when friend with friend
In holy fellowship can walk,
When thoughts and sympathies may blend,
And their hearts open as they talk."
May the Lord bless, keep, and guide you to the end.
companion in the Spirit.

So prays your

G. C.

Ilfora.

"THE CLOUDS ARE THE DUST OF HIS FEET."
NAHU~[

i. 3.

BY THE LATE G. D. DOUDNEY.

As I enter'd yon cloud, how I fear'd
I'd some heart-crushing sorrow to meet!
"But," said Ohrist, as He sweetly appear'd,
" All these clouds are the dust of my feet.
"I must ride on the whirlwind and storm
When I go trembling J acob to meet;
Esau's thunders need cause no alarm
While the clouds are the dust of my feet.
" All those brightest and richest displays
Of my grace, love, and mercy you meet,
Always come on those dark solemn days
When the clouds are the dust of my feet.
" Then, though darkness now covers yam' sky,
You will soon hold communion most sweet;
'Tis in tempests your Lord is most nigh,
Rolling clouds are the dust of His feet."
Then cheer up, my dear brother! nor fear
To go forth thy dear Jesus to meet;
He's coming! and to prove He is near
Moves the clouds as the dust of His feet.

I would not advise anyone to place his child where the Holy Scriptures
are not regarded as the rule of life. Every institution where God's word
is not diligently studied must become corrupt.-Luther.
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" Tho pros.chor sought to find out accoptahlo words."-EcCL. xii. 10.

MEDITATIONS IN A BUSH-UMPIE.

v.
IN meditating on the dim outline of spiritual things cast through the
intervention of the kingdom of nature, we observe that of what Milton
calls
" Ye four elements,
The elder birth of nature's womb,"
only two are mentioned in the account of Creation.
The reason for this is readily seen. Earth and water are visible, material, while fu'e, if it be a form of matter and not a condition of it, pervades
all other materials, and acts on them without entering into combination;
and the mention of air would have been a departure from the rule which
plainly governs revelation, of not informing man on natural facts which
are within the province of his mind to discover by investigation. The
first place in which air is mentioned as a distinct word is in the Acts:
" They began to cast dust into the air." In the Gospels "the fowls of
the air" is literally" the fowls of the heavens:" and so also in the Old
Testament, and in other passages the word is wind or breath, which could
be known without being aware of the existence of an atmosphere. Fire
being imponderable, and otherwise not discel'nible except in its operation
(as also electricity and magnetism), is evidently the first dim fore-showing
in elementary matter of life: it also serves the human mind as a stepping-stone to reach to the apprehension of immaterial existences acting
on and influencing the human race.
Fire is the special emblem and minister of divine wrath; sometimes
directly in consuming the sinners, at others indirectly in expressing
accoptance of the person and petition of the suppliant by showing the
wrath poured out on the substitute sacrifice. And in its operation we
have before us a perpetual memorial of the truth that man, except as
viewed in connexion with the Lord Jesus Christ, is but" dust and ashes, "
and" a vapour that passeth away;" for no structural or organized fabric
can withstand the action of fire, but is by it reduced to its primitive elements, from wnich it was by the acting of life eliminated-dust, ashes, and
the" invisible things of which the visible were made." And by revelation we know that when the vegetable and animal kingdom have fulfilled
their appointed end as a scaffold to rear the edifice of the Church of God,
they will be dissipated and dispersed by fire, while the elements themselves will melt with fervent heat. At the same time we see in the burning bush, and in the three young men in the furnace, that the presence of
the Son of God restrains the minister of wrath from power over structural
and organized matter. The doctrine embodied in this emblem runs
through another line in describing the operation of the Holy Ghost in the
regeneration of the elect children of God, in which the action of fire and
water on the material world, we are taught, represents "the washing of
regeneration" and the "baptizing with fire." We see fire sweep acrost;!
the face of the earth, and before it herb, tree, and living creature is
destroyed. Rain and the dew of heaven saturate the disencumbered
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ground, and a new growth upsprings, fresh and fair. So the Holy Ghost
first scorches the heart as the herald of wrath convincing of sin; and
before His revelation of the holiness and justice of God the thoughts and
intents, native of the soil and the life which it lived, are consumed. Then
He outpours His gracious unction, the testimony of' Jesus, distilling as
the dew and trickling down as the showers on the mown grass, till
the cleared soil buds forth and blossoms and bears fruit unto holiness, and
the end everlasting life. From the finite" nature of all emblems,' and the
infinite reality of that which they portr~y; t4ey may be viewed in various
directions; so "the baptizing with fire" refers also to an effect of the
being subjected to the" one baptism for the remission of sins," and; by
being baptized into Christ, made partakers of the divine nature. The
holy hatred of sin is partaken of together with God, and the crucified
Christ held forth as the fearful necessity thereof; and at the same time
by that "one sacrifice once offered for sins for ever," the Saviour and
Redeemer of the people that shall be born to praise Him. In like manner
the emblem water in the ". washing of regeneration" involves not only
the first springing into life, but the reviving and refreshing influence
which causes growth in grace j and also the purity of life and conversation
which, notwithstanding the frailty and infirmity of the earthen vessels
containing the preciou8 plant, is the necessary result of being graffed into
the fruit-bearing olive.
Air, though as above-mentioned, not till after the ascension of our Lord
referred to by name, other than that of one of its operations, is taken by
Him, on account of its being clearly perceptible yet invisible, to illustrate
that, when the kingdom of God is within the heart, it may be perceived in
its effects: "The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the
sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth;
so is everyone that is born of the Spirit." The twofold symbolization of
the operation of the Holy Ghost points to two distinct kinds of cleansing
which are explained in figure unaer the law. Spoil taken from the enemy
was to be cleansed j that which could endure the fire was to pass through
it, and that which from its nature could not, was to be made clean with
water. In the furnace precious metal is cleared from dross and alloy
which are dissipated and (in one sense of the word) consumed. During
the operations. herein symbolized our blessed Lord is described sitting by
as a refiner to watch the crucible, and see that no harm is done to the
precious which is being separated from the vile. Moreover, the beneficial
effect of this operation is, perhaps, not discernible except to him who can
assay and try the substance of the metal, while the effect of washing with
water is to remove filth and dust from the outward visible parts, and is
evident. In this we see figured that when the strong man is spoiled and
the prey delivered from the mighty, the precious metal-that which is
born of the Spirit-must be cleansed in the furnace, but under the careful
eye of our Saviour and Redeemer j while body and soul must be washed
from the filth of the flesh. Of the former the blebsed fruit may be known
only to Him who knows the thoughts and intents of the heart j the effect
of the latter must be manifested before men in the walk and conversation.
May he who writes and they who read be enabled by the energy of the
Holy Ghost to manifest their baptism with water and with fire, and
pardon all their shortcomings and transgressions, for Christ's sake.
Bulimba, Queensland.
T. W.
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" The prea-cher sought to find out acceptable words."-EccL. xii. 10.

MEDITATIONS IN A BUSH-UMPIE.

v.
IN meditating on the dim outline of spiritual things cast through the
intervention of the kingdom of nature, we observe that of what Milton
calls
" Ye four elements,
The elder birth of nature's womb,"
only two are mentioned in the account of Oreation.
'rhe reason for this is readily seen. Eart)J. and water are visible, material, while fire, if it be a form of matter and not a condition of it, pervades
all other materials, and acts on them without entering into combination;
and the mention of air would have been a departure from the rule which
plainly governs revelation, of not informing man on natural facts which
are within the province of his mind to discover by investigation. The
first place in which air is mentioned as a distinct word is in the Acts:
" They began to cast dust into the air." In the Gospels" the fowls of
the air" is literally" the fowls of the heavens:" and so also in the Old
Testament, and in other passages the word is wind or breath, which could
be known without being aware of the existence of an atmosphere. Fire
being imponderable, and otherwise not discel'nible except in its operation
(as also electricity and magnetism), is evidently the first dim fore-showing
in elementary matter of life: it also serves the human mind as a stepping-stone to reach to the apprehension of immaterial existences acting
on and influencing the human race.
Fire is the special emblem and minister of divine wrath; sometimes
directly in consuming the sinners, at others indirectly in expressing
accoptance of the person and petition of the snppliant by showing the
wrath poured out on the substitute sacrifice. And in its operation we
have before us a perpetual memorial of the truth that man, except as
viewed in connexion with the Lord Jesus Ohrist, is but" dust and ashes,"
and" a vapom that passeth away;" for no structural or organized fabric
can withstand. the action of fire, but is by it reduced to its primitive elements, from w'hich it was by the acting of life eliminated-dust, ashes, and
the" invisible things of which the visible were made." And by revelation we know that when the vegetable and animal kingdom have fulfilled
their appointed end as a scaffold to rear the edifice of the Ohmch of God,
they will be dissipated and dispersed by fire, while the elements themselves will melt with fervent heat. At the same time we see in the burning bush, and in the three young men in the furnace, that the presence of
the Son of God restrains the minister of wrath from power over structural
and organized matter. The doctrine embodied in this emblem runs
through another line in describing the operation of the Holy Ghost in the
regeneration of the elect children of God, in which the action of fire and
water on the material world, we are taught, represents "the washing of
regeneration" and the "baptizing with fire." We see fire sweep acros~
the face of the earth, and before it herb, tree, and living creature is
destroyed. Rain and the dew of heaven saturate the disencumbered
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ground, and a new growth upsprings, fresh and fair. So the Holy Ghost
first scorches the heart as the herald of wrath convincing of sin; and
before His revelation of the holiness and justice of God the thoughts and
intents, native of the soil and the life which it lived, are consumed. Then
He outpours His gracious unction, the testimony of Jesus, distilling as
the dew and trickling down as the showers on the mown grass, till
the cleared soil buds forth and blossoms and bears fruit unto holiness, and
the end everlasting life. From the finite nature of all emblems,' and the
infinite reality of that which they portrfj.y, t4.ey may be viewed in various
directions; so "the baptizing with fire" refers also to an effect of the
being subjected to the" one baptism for the remission of sins," and; by
being baptized into Christ, made partakers of the divine nature. The
holy hatred of sin is partaken of together with God, and the crucified
Christ held forth as the fearful necessity thereof; and at the same time
by that "one sacrifice once offered for sins for ever," the Savioltr and
Redeemer of the people that shall be born to praise Him. In like manner
the emblem water in the "washing of regeneration" involves not only
the first springing into life, but the reviving and refreshing influence
which causes growth in grace; and also the purity of life and conversation
which, notwithstanding the frailty and infinnity of the earthen vessels
containing the precious plant, is the necessary result of being graffed into
the fruit-bearing olive.
Air, though 'as above-mentioned, not till after the ascension of our Lord
referred to by name, other than that of one of its operations, is taken by
Him, on account of its being clearly perceptible yet invisible, to illustrate
that, when the kingdom of God is within the heart, it may be perceived in
its effects: "The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the
sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth;
so is everyone that is born of the Spirit." The twofold symbolization of
the operation of the Holy Ghost points to two distinct kinds of cleansing
which are explained in figure under the law. Spoil taken ±i:om the enemy
was to be cleansed; that which could endure the fire was to pass through
it, and that which from its nature could not, was to be made clean with
water. In the furnace precious metal is cleared from dross and alloy
which are dissipated and (in one sense of the word) consumed. During
the operations. herein symbolized our blessed Lord is described sitting by
as a refiner to watch the crucible, and see that no harm is done to the
precious which is being separated from the vile. Moreover, the beneficial
effect of this operation is, perhaps, not discernible except to him who can
assay and try the substance of the metal, while the effect of washing with
water is to remove filth and dust from the outward visible parts, and is
evident. In this we see figured that when the strong man is spoiled and
the prey delivered from the mighty, the precious metal-that which is
born of the Spirit-must be cleansed in the furnace, but under the careful
eye of our Saviour and Redeemer; while body and soul must be washed
from the filth of the flesh. Of the former the ble8sed fruit may be known
only to Him who knows the thoughts and intents of the heart; the effect
of the latter must be manifested before men in the walk and conversation.
May he who writes and they who read be enabled by the energy of the
Holy Ghost to manifest their baptism with water and with fire, and
pardon all their shortcomings and transgressions, for Christ's sake.
Bulimba, Queensland.
T. W.
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OLIFTON OHRISTIAN OONFERENOE.

"IBs name ~'s called the Word of God."-REv. xix. 13.
"Iseek not mine own will, but the will of the Fat/ter whic1. llath sent me."JOHN V.

30.
23, Berkeley Square, Bristol.

BELOV~D BR"ETlI.nEN AND SISTEI1S IN A CRUCIFIED AND RISEN LORD,-It

is a subject to me of real satisfaction that the number of those who express an interest in our annual Oonference is increasing, and that, as the
season for holding it approaches, I receive so many earnest inquiries
about the time when we are to assemble.
The din of religious and political warfare waxes louder and louder, and
it is to be feared that the spirits even of God's children are disturbed by
feelings and aspirations which are too much of earth, and therefore only
too well calculated to do the work of the great enemy, in carnalizing
hearts that ought to be wholly consecrated to Ohrist and His coming
glory.
One of the obvious evils arising from the present aspect of things is the
intensifying of sectarian animosities, and the estranging of such of God's
children as hold opposite views on questions of local or temporal interest.
This is, for the most part, to be ascribed to the elevation of transient and'
subordinate subjects into positions of importance to which, viewed in the
light of eternity, they are by no means entitled. The remedy for this,
obviously, is to bring the things of real and eternal moment into greater
prominence, and to draw out fi:om the world the heirs of the kingdom
for more intimate communion among themselves, on the basis of their
common hopes and expectations, so that, under the influence of the Hol'y
Spirit, they may bocome Dlore interested in the things which they will
eternally share, and less anxious for the dissevering and dying policies of
a fallen world.
Such conferences as ours, composed of believers of various denominations, assembled, we may trust, in the spirit of Ohristian brotherhood,
are well calculated, with the Master's blessing, to help in this good work.
"Ve must not indeed calculate on the reducing of all opinions to a common standard, but we may hope that the constraining power of an affection higher and holier than any which we bear to our several schemes of
church organization, may be developed and strengthened so as to mitigate
not a few of the asperities of our present position, and it may be to help
in recalling the church to its original mission of exemplifying to the
world tho character of that love to which it owes its birth.
"Vith this hope, deal' brethren, I rejoice, in the name of believers in
Dristol and Olifton, to invite you to our sixth Olifton Oonference, which
will bo held (the Lord permitting) on Tuesday and ,Vednesday, the 6th
and 7th of October, 1868.
,Ve ask, as usual, your earnest prayers for the outpouring of the Spirit
on our proceedings, and on those who take part in, and are present at,
them. We know that all the advantage we expect from these gatherings
is the promised gift of a present Redeemer. 'fo Him let the Spirit and
the bride say, "Oome;" and we doubt not, as He has come before, so
He will come now. We, in this locality, have seen the blessed effects of
preliminary waiting on the Lord, and we will once more resort to it.
May it be attended with still more manifest success on the present occaQ Q
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sion, and may our Oonference be found one of the blessed instruments
employed by our coming Redeemer for the preparation of the Bride, that
she may joyfully go forth to meet Him.
The subjects selected for consideration are: ANALOGY BETWEEN THE
WORD SENT AND THE WORD WRITTEN.-Oompare Isaiah xlix. 2, with Heb.
iv. 12; Isaiah Iv. 11, with John xvii. 4; John ix. 5, with 2 Peter i. 19 j
Deut. iv. 2, with 001. ii. 8-10,
THE SERVICE OF THE FATHER IN THE SPIRIT OF THE SON.-Oompare
Psalm xl. 8, with Rom. vii. 22; John vii. 18, with 1 001'. vi. 20 j Acts
x. 38, with 1 001'. xv. 58 ; John iv. 34, with 1 Peter iv. 1, 2.
Hospitality will, as heretofore, be provided for those brethren who will
kindly signify to me, on or before Saturday, September 26th, their intention to be present at the Oonference, and their need of accommodation
during their stay.
I am, my dear friends, yours affectionately in the hope of the Gospel,
. S,ufUEL ABRAHAM vVALKER,
Rector of St. Ma,'y-le-port, Bristol.

The Oonference will, as usual, assemble (D.V.) in the Victoria Rooms,
Olifton, each day at eleven o'clock, a.m., and at seven p.m. Dinner (for
which tickets, at 2s. each, will be issued during the Oonference) will be
provided within the building at half-past one o'clock, and tea at five.
The intervals between the meetings will, as heretofore, be devoted to
prayer meetings, Bible readings, addresses, free conversations, &c.
Our local friends are reminded that meetings for prayer will be held at
the Victoria Rooms, on the three Friday evenings, September 18th and
25th and October 2nd, preceding the Conference, and also on Monday
evening, October 5th, to ask the Lord's blessing on our proceedings.
FAITH AND FELLOWSHIP.
" Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on Him, If ye continue in my
word, then are ye my d%'sciples indeed,. and ye 8hall know the truth, and
the truth shall make youjree."-JoHN viii. 31, 32.
THESE verses contain a warning and a promise. First, as to the warning,
"If ye continue in my word." Not that any who believe in that word
will ever cease to be Ohrist's disciples, "My sheep shall never perish i"
but St. Paul would appear to explain this best in Rom. ii. 7, "'fo them
who, by patient continuance in well-doing, seek for glory, and honour,
and immortality, eternal life." The warning is needful to stir us up to
continued active obedience, and abiding in the truth, as well as living up
to our privileges conferred upon us as the disciples of Ohrist, carefully
avoiding any error opposed to the truth of God's word, by bringing it to
the test of that word, and showing, by our life and conversation, that we
adorn the doctrines we profess to believe. Second, as to the promise,
"Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." Blessed
free~om is that of the sons of God. St. Paul says, speaking of the new
nature, "Sin shall not have dominion over you; for ye are not under the
law, but under grace." "Being then made free from sin, ye became the
servants ef righteousness." "But now, being made free from sin, and
become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end
everlasting life" (Hom. vi. 14, 18, 22). By continuing in the word, we
shall also have freedom from the world, since the closer we live to Christ
the less entangled we shall be by its follies. We shall have no relish for
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it;, and, mol' than that, this freedom will:give 11S greater boldness, causing
u to 1 t OUI' light shine, instead of hiding it under a bushel. We shall
be as a city s t upon a hill, which cannot be hid. St. J ames tells us
s mething of this freedom (chap. i. 25), "But who 0 looketh into the
perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful
h are1', but a do l' of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed."
We are no longer the bond-slaves of Satan, led captive by him at his
will. It is tru he will harass and torment us so long as we are in the
fie h; but, when we are enabled to use the sword of the Spirit and the
shield of faith, meeting him with a "Thus it is written," We shall come
off" m.ore than conquerors through Him that loved us," and" gave Himself for us."
W.

COMMUNION WITH JESUS.
deal' Lord, to Thee I turn my eyes,
From this lone wilderness of brooding night;
Oh, bid my heart in warm affection rise,
To where Thou sit'st enthroned in peerless light,
The joy of countless angels pure and fair,
And spirits of the just made perfect there!
AGAIN,

Sometimes I think my raptured soul can hear
The thunder of the everlasting song;
Like far-off music steals upon my ear
Tbe distant echo as it rolls along;
While shining ranks to faith's faint vision seem
Like glimpses of some bright and happy dream.
Among that white-robed throng shall I be found,
When all Thy ransomed saints before Thee meet?
Shall' I with golden harp Thy praises sound,
And cast, with them, my crown at Thy dear feet?
Shall I, though now so vile, Thy glory see;
And dwell in heaven's eternal joy with Thee?
Dear Lord, was ever grace and love like Thine,
Which brought 'rhee down to such a scene as this?
That Thy polluted, mined bridc might shine
For ever like Thec, in Thy home of bliss;
Clothed in her pure and costly bric1al-dress,
'Thy man;iage gift, Thy spotless righteousness.
The fiery deluge on Thy soul that fell,
Tbe wrath of heaven poured on Thy guiltless head;
The cruel cross, the pains of death and hell;
These could not quench the matchless love that led
Thy faithful heart to leave Thy throne' on high,
l!---'Ol' her, Thy chosen one, to live and die.

o Jesus, let me lean upon Thy breast,

'l'hrough all the chttngcs of life's fitful day,
And, finding there my everlasting rest,
In that dear refuge sweetly pass away;
Beyond the bounds of c:Lrth and time to rise,
And join the Ohurch triumphant in the skies.
f::Jca7,uQ1·ough.

W. S.

ROBINSON.
Q Q

2
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~ifntilll ~npers.
THE RICHES, MULTITUDE, POWER, AND TRIUMPHS OF THE
LOVINGKINDNESSES OF THE ETERNAL THREE IN GOD j
AS SEEN IN THE

LIFE AND EXPERIENOE OF THE "OLD PILGRIM."
(Oontinuedj>'o", page 416.)

new meeting-house, being finished, was opened for public worship in
the month of May, 1831, and, having had so much opposition from high and
low, rich and poor, in raising the building, the Lord gave us one portion
to cheer and strengthen our hearts; and that portion unfolded the secret
of our daily and ultimate triumphs, and that portion was the keynote or
motto for our morning meditation on the day of opening: "Hitherto
the Lord hath helped us." How sweet it is in life's journey to trace the
love, grace, and mercy of the Three in J ehovah, that every day and all
the day long prevents, supports, supplies, and defends us. To see these
things in the Lord's light will constrain us at every step in every stage
of our time-state journey to give all glory to the Lord as we find it in our
motto, "Hitherto the Lord hath helped us."
While this building was in progress some scoffed, intending to shame
us; othe.rs threatened, hoping to intimidate us: but through all the Lord
stood by us to strengthen us, so that the house is completed, and some
who are present can see inscribed upon every stone composing the building this God-glorifying testimony, "Hitherto the Lord hath helped us."
Our motto for the evening was, "Tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem
until ye be endued with power from on high." This day was a day of
joy and gladness to many poor, needy, heavy-laden, sin-sick souls j some of
whom upon their dying bed confessed that it was then ap.d tl/.ere that Jesus
manifested Himself to them, as the "chiefest among ten thousand and
altogether lovely." But to the fat and the strong-some of which were
present as spies at the opening-it was a day of rebUKe and trouble. To
us and in us the Lord fulfilled that gracious promise, "Behold, my servants shall sing for joy of heart;" and to and in our enemies was fulfilled
the gloomy threatening, "But ye shall cry for sorrow of heart, and shall
howl for vexation of spirit." And here it must not be forgotten that the
work of a solicitor's office is oftentimes very galling to n. tender conscience; but my employer and his sons, who had a knowledge of my
pedigree and profession, did all they conlcl to ase and sweeten the
bitters. This familiarized them with me, and me with them.
After a time my employer's !dest son, who had married a young lady
from the neighbourhood of the place of my birth, brought her home and
introduced her to me in the om e, with, "There, my dear, that is Mr.
- - , of whom I have been speaking-." The lady, tripping across the
office, came to my desk, and, looking into my face, said, "Oh, how
grieved I am to see you obliged to labour in a solicitor's office. Does
it not grieve you?" I said, "No, Madam, it is no grief to me; I can
sometimes sing" There is mercy in every place;
And mercy-encouraging thought!Gives even affiiction a grace,
And reconciles man to his lot."
OUR
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Th hu band replied, "No, my deal', no; Mr.
is not grie,ed,
b uu h thinks none will go to heaven only p or follc" I said, "Mr.
- - , h w dare you to make such a statement? You know it is an untruth; y u never heard me utter such a sentiment all tho years we have
b n llversant together." When I had spoken I saw the lady's coun- .
t nanc fall, the reason of which might have been becau 'e of my warmth
in l' nting the unjust charge. When leaving the office her ladyship
l' qu ted that I would go up to the Abbey in the evening when I left the
om ,for she was anxious to have more conversation with me when alone.
When the office was closed I went to the Abbey, and by the butler was
introduccd to the lady, who had been waiting, and, from all appearance,
kld been preparing for the interview. She strove with all the carnal
arguments she could muster to persuade me that my views of the truth of
God were erroneous and dangerous, but that her opinions must be right;
because all the learned men of the nation were of the same opinion. "Let
us h 0.1', madam, what the Lord has to say about learned men: 'I will
cl stroy the wi dom of the wise, and will bring to nought the understanding of th prudent.' ' 'Ihe world by wisdom knew not God.' 'God hath
made foolish t3e wisdom of this world,' or the wisdom of men. You see,
madam, that all the wise men in which you glory, as being on your side,
and all their wisdom touching the Scriptures of truth, are and is a blank;
nay, it hides and conceals, rather than reveals, the things of God: and
this was to Jesus a matter of spiritual rejoicing, as it is written, 'In
that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, I thank Thee, 0 Father, Lord
of heaven and earth, that Thou hast hid these things from the wise and
the prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes: even so, Father; for
so it seemed good in Thy sight.' Again, you say, that your opinions
harmonize with the opinions of the wise men of the day. May I be
allowed to ask, "\Vhat is meant by an opinion? Does it not generally
signify imagination or a notion? But by the power of sovereign grace
I hope I have been experimentally taught that
" 'True religion's more than notion;
Something must be known and felt.'
This something, which the immortal poet has said mU8t be known,. men
cannot in any other way be brought spiritually to know it only by feeling.
Notion is superficial and fleeting, but feeling is sinking, rooting, and
abiding; the power of oratory will achieve the first, but the infinite power
of Omnipotence only can produce the second.
" 'Notion's the harlot's test,
By which the truth's reviled;
The child of fancy finely dress'd,
But not the living child.' "
I saw that my plain dealing was distasteful; therefore upon religious
matters this was my first and last conference with this lady.
For nineteen years I continued with the same people, preaching the
unsearchable riches of Christ; and, although it was in much weakness,
yet the strength of the Lord's salvation was made perfect in that weakness. Some would come to heal', if possible to pick up matter to sport
with, but would return home crying for mercy. One gentleman, an adept
at sporting, who compelled many of his workmen and women to labour
on the day of rest, although himself and family would go to a place of
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worship-this gentleman inquired of a friend of mine what the people
were called who attended to hear that strange mun whom everybody
spoke ag'ainst? My friend said, "You had better come and hear him for
yourself, then perhaps you might know' what we are." After a few days
the said gentleman met this friend, and said, "Oh I have found out what
you people are; you are the chosen people of God." " Well," said my
friend, "if it is so, you are very kind in going to church every Sunday,
and praying for God to make us Joy/ul." "I go to pray for God to make
you joyful? No, don't you believe it." "Well, sir, if my statement is
not true, then words have no meaning', or you ask for what you do not
feel you want, nor do you wish for others to be the partakers." "But I
do not know what you mean," said the gentleman. "'Theu I will try
and explain what I mean," was the roply. "After repeating the creed,
and what is called the Lord's prayer, does not the minister or priest stand
up, and say among other sayings, 'Endue Thy ministers with righteousness ?" And do you not, in your response, say, 'And make Thy
chosen people joyful?' Now, if there is any God-honouring sincerity in
your heart, as there is a glorious meaning in the words, and we being as
you say, the chosen people of God, then you must pray for Him to make
us joyful."
One young gentleman who esteemed himself as being' very religious
and very wise, came to heal', and he left tilled with spite, and saying,
"that if there was anyone place in hell hotter than another he was very
confident that would be the place into which the preacher must be
thrust." Some months after he had pl'OnOllTICed upon me this dreadful
doom, he was seized with a consumption, and then he was brought to
feel the power and preciousness of those truths which in his health he
hated and despised. Sitting in his company one Lord's-day afternoon,
he made a confession that to the doctrines of sovereig'n grace his hatred
was unbounded. In reply I said, "But what think you about the
matter now?" " Oh," said he, "itis well for me that things are ex actly
as you describe them to be, and I do rejoice and am glad. Ah, woe be
to me for ever, if salvation was such a jumble as I used to think it to be,"
For miles round the pulpits were made to ring' with exhortations and
cautions, warning the hearers to avoid coming in contact with such a
dangerous fellow; that his doctrines were damnable, that they came from
hell. Now, if the doctrines which I love and preach do come from hell,
then the devil must be the author of them; and, if the devil is the author
of them, then what can we say to the madness of one of these cautioners
who said, "That if God was such a God as that fellow describes him to
be, I would rather be in hell with the devil than in heaven with such a
God as that."
,
My then employer took a young man whom he had trained to his own
profession into partnership with him. This young man was an Independent itinerant minister, and, at his earnest request, I supplied the pUlpit
. for him one Sunday evening. When this was known, the association of
ministers appointed a day to hold a special meeting, and to call this
young minister before them to rebuke him for suJI'ering such a daring
Antinomian, as they were pleased to call me, to occupy his pulpit.~ I was
ignorant of the tumult which my preaching had produced until the afternoon of the day of their meetillg. In the afternoon of that day our new
partner came into the office, bringing with him an Independent minister
whom I knew. Taking his stand a few yards from my desk, he Eaid,
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pointing with his finger to distinguish me from the other clerks, " That is
Mr. - - , the cause of all the confusion this day, and of whom such hard
things have been spoken at our meeting. For some years he was in the
om e before I came to the business; and I speak in the name of my. partn 1· as well as in my own name, and I say to you in his hearing, and in
th hearing of his fellow-clerks, to refute the charges which you have
hard to-day, that a more faithful, diligent, trustworthy man I never
found. His equal, I think, in all things, will be difficult to find." Such
strange statements filled me with surprise, and, in the simplicity of my
ignorance, I inquired the meaning of what I had heard. The minister
then came to my desk, and related what had been said and done at their
meeting that day, winding up his recital with a pressing invitation for me
to go and occupy his pulpit on the following Suuday. But this I refused
to do, stating as my reasons that his testimony and mine would so clash,
that confusion among the hearers, rather than peace, would be the result.
" A foretaste of this," I said, "it appears, you have had this day." This
1 cl him to inquire why I thought there would be clashing in our testimony. My answer was, "The last time I heard you preach, it was
upon 1 Pet. ii. 8, 'And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even
to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also
they were appointed.' You said that the word appointed was improperly translated, and ought to have been' Whereunto they were jJr-oplte8£ed.' You said that those who stumbled, and were disobedient, God
had not appointed their stumbling and disobedience. He only prophesied
that they wmtld stumble and be disobedient. Now, sir, you certainly
stnmbled that night at the wor-d 'appo£nted,.' and, as in that text the
Holy Ghost hath positively said that some men are appointed to do; for
ven when you professed to stand fast, yet you stumbled, whether you
folt it 01' not, which to me was a proof that the word appointed, not prophe ied, is the proper word, yourself being the demonstration. You, not
b ing able to comprehend how God's appointment has a relation to the
disobedience of the stumbling disobedient, emboldens you to put out the
word appointed, and supply its place with another word. But, sir, I
must tell you that your supplanted word will not help you out of any difficulty which the word 'appoint' might entangle you in. If those who
are disobedient were prophesied to be so, this proves the appointment to
be inevitable. For how can the Lord truthfully predict that those who
aJ:e disobedient stumblers shall be so if He had not thereunto appointed
them? If the thing predicted is not immutably appointed, then the predictor has predicted at random; it may be or may not be true. Remember, sir, God's predictions rest upon His appointments; and God'.s appointments put an immutability upon and into His predictions." This
gentloman considered that I took a wrong view of the doctrine, a!1d laid
too great a stress upon God's- appointments; therefore he left the office.
After I had laboured with the aforesaid people about fifteen years, I
saw that my work among them was drawing· to a close. I was distracted
with novel disputations: ambitious spirits revelled in the wisdom from
beneath; bitter envying and strife filled their hearts, and set on fire the
tongues of many, which was, is, and ever will be a lie against the truth.
Some young men, wise in their own conceit, thrusting themselves forward
to be preachers, with the unhallowed zeal of gladiators, made my post
among them a bed of thorns. Manytimes, when going to speak to the
people, my heart has been so crushed under its load, that I. have stood
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still upon the road, and said, "0 Lord, what a distracted state I am in !
I cannot go forward, and I am afraid to go back. Was ever any poor
creature in such a strait as I am now in? I am oppressed. 0 Lord,
undertake for me ! "
While this jangling, envying, and scrambling was going on, I was
invited to go, for a few weeks, into V{iltshire, and there I found a lady
of considerable means, who feared the Lord; she importuned me to make
her house my home, which I did. One evening this lady complained of
being very unwell, and requested me to g'o into hcr study, and sit there
until my "\!sual hour of going to bed. ,Vhen about to leave the study,
she put before me the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, saying, "Perhaps you may like
to look over this;" but I said, "No, madam; I shall have nothing to do
with that book. I highly esteemed the old Editor, bllt the present one,
I do not know him, nor do I want to know 11im." \Vho that knows anything of his own heart can wonder at Solomon asking the question,
"But who is able to stand before envy?" "Vho indeed is able to stand
beforo it, seeing envy is "the rottenness of the bones ?" A few minutes
before I decided to retire to bed, I opened the magazine very carelessly,
and read a little; and, finding great unction in what I read, I turned to
the beginning of the piece, and it 'l\as headed with the words, "And He
took him aside from the multitude." And truly I was taken aside from
the multitude; for I read, loved, 'l\ept, wiped away tho tears, and blessed
the Lord, because my soul had beeu feasted with fat things. But, like
Israel of old, who must eat the passovar with bitter herbs, just so were
the bitters mingled with my sweets; for, when I came to the end of the
piece, and saw that it was written by the Editor, I was grieved and
ashamed. I said, "What a beast! am! Oh, how slightingly and cruelly
I have spoken of this man of God; yet notwithstanding, to teaeh me a .
little more of my own heart, the Lord has made him to pen these precious
verities, that have melted my heart that before was stubborn and hard
as hell-hardened steel."
When I retired to bed, I carefully carried my treasure with me; and,
before going into bed, I read the piece through a second time, and theu
I lay myself down to muse over what I had read. Being light early in
the morning, I rose, and went again with longing to the well, to se~ if
the spring would. flow, and, to my joy, I found it was not a well without
water, but a springing well of living, soul-refreshing water. When I
sat down to breakfast, I was constrained to tell the lady how my soul had
been refreshed while reading the Editor's leader. When I had told my
tale, the lady said, "I will mako you a present of a magazine every
month;" and this she did, until the Lord took her home to Himself.
Little did I then think that what the Holy Ghost had wrought in me
tlrat night, in reading the magazine, had a relation to, and was closely
connected with, the things as they now stand with me; but this will be
seen in the sequel. Arguments failed to demolish the separating wall of
prejudice that reigned in me; but, when the Holy Ghost brought home
with power the sweet truths embodied in the Editor's leader, as before
named, the wall was thrown down, the foundation uprooted, and the
eRtrangedness passed away, like the morning cloud.
(To bc continucd.)

:Eternity is a circle, the centre is now, and the circumference always.
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CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE.-·DOUB'fS.
PERliAPS thore is no subject which creates so much distress among real
Christians, as the doubt and perplexity of the mind, "'ith regard to an
individL1l11 interest in the precious salvation of the Lord Jesus, as also with
re£ l' nee to the various dealings of God, in His providence and grace,
with those who are thus tried. Many ministers of God's word seem to me
to havo erred, in treating. very lightly these exercises of the children of
God, and particularly of the weaklings of the flock, who have often been
distressed at hearing these things spoken of, as though they possessed an
absolute control over their faith, and could cast their doubts and fears to
the wind at a word. Others again, having pursued a contrary course, have
grieved those, who, through grace, have arrived at the confidence of faith
in the Lord Jesus, by speaking of doubts as a certain and ncccssary evidence
of faith. What appears to me to be wanting, in order to remove the
stumbling-block out of the way, is to point out the cause and fallacy of
these doubts, so as to discourage and check doubts and to encourage doubting persons, to attempt which I now write. May the Holy Ghost so guide
my mind, that what is writton may be calculated to effect this good work,
and so bless it that it may be successful.
I. Let it be borne in mind that the whole work of salvation is contrived, accomplished, revealed, and applied, by the eternal Three, Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost; and that nothing can add to, or detract from this
finished work; and lot it be understood that some of the Lord's dear
people, bought with His precious blood, and called by His grace, are
occasionally, and others frequently, the subjects of the most distressing doubts
and fears. I know there are persons who will dispute this latter assertion,
and maintain that no person can be said to be born again who is not for ever
delivered from all doubts, and able, at all times, to say, "I know that my
Rerleemer liveth;" but such persons are grossly ignorant of the human
heart, or, at aU events, greatly unacguainted with the perpetual conflict
which is constantly carried on in every faculty of the soul, and by reason
of which doubt does, sometimes, for a season, prevail over faith.
Il. The unbelief of the natural man, and the doubts of the spiritual
man, are distinct; the merc profcsso?' is under the reign of unbelief ; whatever
may be the extent of his knowledge, his gifts, or his deportment, he is
without God in the world, even when he says," Come, see my zeal for the
Lord of Hosts." But the poor tempted Christian suffers from the temporary usurpation of doubts, when on his way to Zion. The mark of the
former is, being at ease, he feels not the burden of sin, reg'ards it not as an
evil and bitter thing; and perhaps even systematically maintains his
entire deliverance from it; the poor doubter, on the other hand, sees so
much evil and bitterness in sin, that he has, in fact, no eyes for anything else.
Ill. Again, I may observe there are two distinct classes of doubts. One
class concerning God and His word, and one respecting our own interest
in what God hath done and made known for the salvation of sinners. I
speak the language of my own experience, and, I feel persuaded, that also
of the great body of Christians, when I say that doubts do frequently pass
through the mind, and suggest a train of thought, and almost a mental
argument concerning the existence of God, and concerning the revelation
made in the Bible. Yea, every doctrine therein declared has been at
times the subject of doubt in the mind of the believer. These are times
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of much distress, and,. I doubt not, are peculiarly the work of Satan;
thank God they are for the most part but of short duration. My objcct
at the present time is to write a few lines on the second class of doubtstllose which arise from anxiety concerning our own personal interest in tho
things which are revealed.
IV. I frequently meet with precious Ohristians, with whom I have
taken sweet counsel, whose light shines before men; whose practical
godliness is seen and known of all men; IV hose ardent pr&yers declare
the teaching of the Spirit; and whoso decp attcntion to the preached
word, and delight in the written word, declare that thcy are of God,
who sometimes meet me with a lamentation, "Yes, I know that all
you have said is true and blessed, but I doubt whether it is mine.
:Hath God chosen me? hath Ohrist redcemed me!' Am I called by
·the Holy Ghost? Does God indeed lovo me? I callnot find in myself
wlJat I oug-ht to find, and what I believo I should find if I were a child
'of God. You, my deal' fricnd, are 11appy, and you may be, but I
am miserable, and I deserve to be." In many cases I find that these
feelings have been encomaged as though they proceeded from a real
',humility, and a modest sense of our own inherent vileness, which ought to
prevent us making a bold and open profession of our confidence in Ohrist.
In some cases this has been so far pursued that those who thus dO~ibt and
hesitate are considered to be furthcr ad-cancerl in Obri tianity than those
who are really ,val1(illg in humblo confidellce, and rejoicing in th ir Lord:
this is an evil, and should bo treated as such. While we p ak with ldlldness and moderation to our tempted brethren, it must be with an earnest
desire that by God's blessing we may be instrumental in raising them to
a state of childlike dependence on om blessed Jesus, that they may have
strong consolation. There is another point deserving our notice in this
place, that the system of speaking so highly of doubts and/ears as e'v£rlenees
of true faith has fostered much the pride of the human heart, in causing'
many Ohristians to speak of tllemselves, with a hesitation they do not
feel, and thus to use a certain degree of hypocrisy, to gain the good opinion
of those who think a ccrtain amount of doubtfulness to be necessary to
true religion. Hence, I '''ould obs rvo that unything which tends to encourage doubting as a part of l' ligion is contrary t the revealed word
of God; for, in that, though we hav some painful and di tres ing evidences
of the effects of doubts, y t 1he whole tendency of the word, and of all its
blessed truths, is to establish the soul in the" faith of God' elect."
V. Before I offer a remark on the way, and the only way, in which
these doubts can be I' moved, I would sa.y that there exists every.neeessity for minist rs of the Go pel to labour for their removal; for
ministers are to comfort the Lord's family; and the existence of doubts
is a hindrance to comfort. Again, the minister is to strive to g-lorify
1:}.is God and Saviour; but doubts call in question His faithfulness, love,
and grace, and they prevent the Ohristian from glorifying his Redeemer,
by exhi,biting his religion as instlfficient to support him in the trying'
hour. The Romant'st and the Ritualist maintain that, in this life we cannot arrive at any certainty as to our acceptance with God; but the
word of God exhorts us to " give diligence t9 make our calling a.nd election
sur ;" and that we may .not identify ourselves with a corrupt system, or
with abominable perversions, but follow the word alone, it is nece . ary
that we should aim to be instrumental in building each other up upon
.our most holy faith.

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

525

VI. Wo must ever 1;lear in mind that tho Holy Spirit alone can effectually remov doubts from the mind of any tr mbling Christian, and that
nothing whi han be said or urged, however conclusive it may be, Ol;'
appeal' t be, an b nefit the afflicted soul without His direct influence,
enero-y, and bl iug. It should be the aim an 1 end of every faithful
minist 1', ll.nd of v ry stablished Ohristian, at once to com£ rt doubters,
and to d stroy dotlbts. This cannot be done by representing doubts as
sure vid nces of faith, nor, on the other hand, by speaking' of them in a
light and trifling manner, saying, "Doubt and fears come from the devil, and
they will go to him again." We must endeavour to discover the prevailing
cause of doubts, and direct all our arguments against that, remembering
the old maxim, "Remove the cause, and the effect will cease." Doubts often
proceed from physical causes, such as a constitutional tendency to doubt,
nervousness, bodily diseases of various sorts. The history of Luther fur-'
nishes us with a case in point, illustrative of this last cause. Towards the.
close of his life-a life spent in a bold and undaunted conflict with the emissaries of atan, propagators of a false and persecuting system misnamed,
religion-his health b gan to suflE:ll'; he one day fainted in the arms of his:
wife and friends, and for a week he was as if "in death or hel1." He'
said he had lost Jesus Christ, and was driven 'hither and thither by tempests of despair. The fact was that, under an attack of bodily disease,
his mind suffered, his imagination was for the time disordered, and he
was incapable of exercising that faith which heretofore had borne him
aloft. With the return of bodily health, the faculties of the mind resumed
their office, and faith was again triumphant.
'
This conflict we may perceivo in David, who more than once, cried out,
"Why art thou cast down, 0 my soul r and why art thou disquieted
in me? hop thou in God: for I shall yot praise ,Him for the help
of His countenance." Here you see doubt exists, and, ,for a time,
through secondary causefl, prevails; yet hcre, too, is faith in the
truth of God's word, and hope that it will be well in the end.
I shall now refer to three prevailing causes of doubt: first, imperfect'
views of the person of our Lord Jesus Christ; secondly, want of clear
conception of the finished work of the Saviour; thirdly, an indistinct apprehension of the grounds of o Ill' faith.
In making some observations on these points, I hope no one will so fur
misunderstand me as to supposo that I mean to say, that if a man be
clearly taught in these subjects, he will have no doubts; but, humanly
speaking, persons who are well instructed in these matters are not so
liable to be the subjects of this class of doubts, at least for any length of'
time. First, many humble and devout persons have but an imperfect
conception of the whole of what is contained in the declaration, "Thou
art tho Christ of God." Here is the Saviour of sinners, the anointed of
the Father, as really and truly God, as He is really and truly Man ;' tpe
Son of God is Mary's holy Son; to represent His nearness to, and
afl'lllity with, I-Iis people, He speaks of Himself many times as the Son of
Man. Ho is Immanuel-God with us; it is tho praotioalor experimental
knowledg'o of this great truth whioh enoourages the soul in its approaches
to God, which causes the soul to draw near, with a sense and persuasion
of acceptanco through Him. He is God, equal with the Father, and must
prevail for us; He is man, our sympathizing Brother, aud cannot but feel
for us, and be more ready to indulge us than we are to solicit His aid.
Secondly. An imperfect perception of the work of Jesus often causes,
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the sensible sinner, by lool,ing to self for something, to entertain doubts
respecting' his state in the sight of God. I cannot describe in words the
blessedness of lmowing that salvation is a complete work, contrived by the
wisdom of J ehovah the Father, finished by J ehovah the Son, revealed and
brought home to the soul by the power of J ehovah the Holy Ghost; it is
a cleansing from all sin-a blotting out all our iniquities-a pardoning
all our transgressions-the justifying our persons- presenting us faultless
in Himself before God; for in Him we are righteous, "accepted in the
Beloved "-all our sins blotted out-not one which is not atoned for; a
complete robe is wrought out for liS; "He is of God maue for us wisdom,
righteousness, sanctification, and rcdemption." In Him we are" passed
from death unto life, for His death is our life; by it we are for ever delivered from the guilt, curse, and condemnation of sin;" and" as He is, so
are we in this world." This, this is the state of the whole Church of
Christ in her living Head. This we are warranted to declare is the condition of all "who come to God by Him;" whether we realize it or not,
we are in IBm perfect and complete. Is not faith, then, necessary? Yes,
for "without faith it is impossible to please God ;" but faith adds nothing
to the work of Christ, nor does it add anything to the soul. Is not repentance also needful? Yes, for" except ye repent, ye shall all likewise
perish;" but repentance makes no atonement for sin, changes not
the corrupt old man; the leprosy is in the wall of this house, and the
house must be taken down before the leprosy can be destroyed. Is
not prayer an indispensable duty? Yes, for the God of Israel saith,
"I will yet for all this be enquired of by the house of Israel, to
do it for them;" but prayer is no part of our salvation, contains no
merit, neither cleanses nor justifies the soul; but those who sae not
clearly that all their springs are in Him will be looking for something in
themselves, and so being continually disappointed (for "who can bring
a clean thing out of an unclean ?"), sit down in doubt and perplexity, thinking that they differ in somo respect from other people, and are not in the
right way, or that the truth is not in them.
Thirdly. A mistaken idea concerning the oncouragement to the exercise of our faith, or the grounds of believing, is too often in the minds of
those who have a clear conception of the great truths above stated; a
cause of doubt and mis~iving respecting their own interest in the atoning
blood of the Son of GOd; their faith in the doctrine of God's eternal election; the complete and special atonement made by Jesus in the nature
and in the stead of His Ohtu'ch, makes them rather look for the evidences
in themselves as a ground of faith, than to the gracious invitations,
precious promises, and soul-cheering declarations of the Gospel of peace.
'fo such I would say, Jesus invites vou to look to Him, to trust in His
uloed-shedding; every sensible sinner is exhorted to flee to the hope set
1efore him in the Gospel; to contemplate Jesus; His glorious person; His
finished work; His complete salvation, and wait in humble prayer, that
through grace you may have the witness of the Holy Ghost, enabling you
to believe and to suffer or to rejoice, "according to His eternal purpose
and grace given us in Christ Jesus before the world began."
I must yet notice briefly another fruitful source of doubts in the souls
of some of the Lord's family--I mean temptat2·ons. The enemy of souls,
"who goeth about as a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour," is
constantly working upon the carnal nattu'e of believers; and, suiting his
laits to their temper, habits, disposition, and circumstances, often prevails
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to occupy their minds with forbidden objects, and to draw away their
thoughts from the Fountain of good, to harass and distress them with
the idea of one day falling into his hands to be tormented for ever. In
their judgment, if correctly taught, they know this can never be the case
with any of the Lord's called ones; hence the doubt and fear lest (as they
feel so mucll of what it is to be led captive by the devil at his will, and to
be drawn aside of their own evil hearts) they should not be found among
the number of those who are saved in the Lord with an everlasting salvation. The temptations of the enemy are various; they all, however, tend
to one and the same end, namely, to shake our trust and confidence in
Jesus by causing us to look within with a vain hope and expectation of
finding some good thing there. Now," seeing that that which is born of
the flesh is flesh, and that from the flesh proceedeth all manner of evil,
murders, adulteries, thefts, false witness, blasphemies, and covetousness,"
it is evident that to look there for anything good is vain and hopeless.
Old Adam is corrupt according to his deceitful lusts, and will remain so ;
but the Lord Jesus is our strength, our righteousness, our sanctification,
and we are" complete in Him," and not in ourselves, and therefore we
must look to Him for all things. Christian traveller, art thou tempted?
Look to thy blessed Master, who was tempted in all points, and yet without
sin; and, inasmuch as He was tempted, He is able to succour them that
are tempted: "No temptation hath taken you but such as is common to
man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above
that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to
escape, that ye may be able to bear it :" and, "The Lord knowethhow to
deliver the godly out of temptations." Peradventure, fellow-pilgrim, thou
hast been overcome by Satan's temptations; overtaken by a fault, thou hast
fallen into the snare laid by him for thy feet, and now the seducer has turned
round upon thee, and quoted thine own precious Scripture against thee; he
hath said the Lord will not suffer his children to be tempted above what
they are able to bear, yet thou hast fallen, thou wast not able to bear it;
but He is faithful, He will enable thee to bear all the consequences of
the temptation, and when it hath accomplished its designed work, when
it hath humbled thee in thine own eyes, made thee to loathe thyself, caused
thee to mourn for thy transgressions and be in bitterness for thy sins, He
will bring thee again to His feet, leading thee" with weeping and supplication" to the fountain that is opened for sin and for uncleanness. Blessecl
be His holy name, He is God and not man; and He will thus remove aU
doubts, and wipe away all tem's. Again, perhaps thou art in doubt about
His love toward thee, and thy state in His sight; not because thou lust
any violent temptation, or hast Leen overcome by any outward sin or inward bubbling of corruption, but because thou feelest in thyself so little
life, so little reality, so little unotion, so little enjoyment; thou hast pictured to thyself the people of God always praying in the spirit, always
rejoicing in the Lord, always triumphant; but thou now seest in thyself
the reverse of this, and thy conclusion is, There is nothing in me, I am
"yet in my sins." Thou thinkest thou mayest well doubt, and say with
one of old, "If it be so, why am I thus?" Beloved, there is not a groaning child of God upon earth who has not the same cause for lamentation.
Increasing light gives an increased perception of inborn and indwellingsin, and the more we see of ourselves, the more do we turn away with inward disgust and dissatisfaction, and most blessed is it when we can
turn the eye of faith on the glorious Redeemer, who is all glorious
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,and all blessed, in whom alon'e we can have peace, coinfott,and satisfac
tion.
To conclude; if those who are chosen, redeemed, and called, are subject
to doubt and perplexity respecting their state, if there be a possibility of
their being delivered from such perplexity; let those who are strong use
the lawful means for accomplishing this great work; let us exhibit Christ
and His complete salvation at all times wherever we may be, and this the
Holy Ghost will bless, and doth bless, to the removal of doubts and fears
and the establishment of the soul in grace. May God bless what is here
written, and to Him be all the praise.
ALFRED HEWLETT, D.D.
Astley.
RECOLLECTIONS OF PAST MERCIES.
(Continued fi'om page 464.)

ON Sept. 5,1865, I was led to ask the Lord to open a way whereby I might
speak in His holy name; and, at the same time, some hope was given
that my prayer would be answered. A short time after I had thus been
praying, while walking up Stinchcomb-hill, in company with my dear
brother in Christ, Mr. A. B--, he hinted something about my preaching in the D-- market-place on the following Lord's-day evening,
Sept. 8. I instantly thought of what I had been requesting of the Lord,
and wondered jf in this way an answer was being given. I promised to
l'eturn. my friend an answer by next day, Friday, the 6th of September.
I did so, consenting (D.V.) to attempt to preach His truth at the place
named, at seven o'clock.
Saturday l1£ornin,q.-Brother B-- wrote out some notices announcing the time, &c., when the service would take place, and put them
up in various parts of the town. But they had not been there long
before there was quite a revival amongst the people. Satan soon, however, set his agents at work in pulling down the notices. This only made
it spread the more. A great deal of excitement was occasioned when it
got to be known that I was going to speak at the market-place, and some
feared a disturbance would take place. MyoId man began to quake; but
about three o'clock on the Sunday morning, these words were applied
with power and sweetness to my poor soul: "I will be with thee; no man
shall set on thee to hurt thee." The service commenced at seven o'clock;
hundreds heard the word. A few apples were thrown at us, but we did
not receive any injury; not a hail' of our heads was hurt, I spoke from
the words, "What saith the Scripture?" After this, I spoke several times
out of doors in the town and neighbourhood. Not long after this I received the following call from the Particular Baptist Church at T--,
'a copy of which I give.
"T--, Sept. 28, 1865.

"DEAR FRIEND,-The people assembling in the' Nass,' known as Particular Baptists, amongst whom you have come for some considerable
time and preached the word of life, having heard you with much satisfaction, and you seeing eye to eye with them in the essential truths of the
Gospel, combined with a sound, spiritual, and watered experience of the
Spirit's work upon your soul, have come to the conclusion that you are a
proper person to take the pastoral charge of their souls, and hereby give
you a call (which is quite unanimous) to that effect, believing it to be the desire of every person in the church and congregation meeting there, that you
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should become their stated minister and settled pastor in future, and look
upon the Ohurch and people assembling there as given into your charge by
the great Shepherd and Bishop of souls, to look after their spiritual welfare.
We view it as a matter of great importance, both as regards yourself and
us. We hope you will give it your prayerful consideration, and may the
Lord direct you and bless your labours, that many souls may be gathered
into the fold through your instrumentality."
Attached were the signatures of all the deacons: "Daniel IJewis, Henry
Simkins, William Gardener, Oharles Brown."
The following is my answer to the above : " Prospect Place, Durslcy, October 19, 1865.

" To the Strict Baptist Ohurch at T--.
"DEAR BRETHREN IN OHRIST,-After considerable anxiety, exercises of
mind, crying to the Lord, and looking for His guidance in the matter, I
have come to the conclusion that it is the Lord's will I should respond to
your call to become your pastor, feeling I should not be guiltless in refraining to comply with that call.
. "I never had anything in hand of so solemn and important a character
as this is, and I am sure I shall sink, unless the dear Lord hold me up.
" I feel it is right that you should know how my mind has been exercised
respecting the important business of coming amongst you, and I therefore
add a few lines to that effect.
"The morning, October 1st, I received your invitation, I could not
help exclaiming, 'Who am I, or what am I, that I should be a pastor
of Ohrist's sheep?' I felt the matter to be a very solemn one, and
prayed that the great Head of the Ohurch would guide me in coming to
a right decision upon it. I felt very diffident about it, saying to myself,
, The Lord knows my heart-that I desire to be led by Him; for of this,
as well as of other things, it may be said, ". If this counsel or this work
be of men, it will come to nought; but if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow
The subject is, indeed, as properly stated, of vast importance. 0
it.'"
Lord! what can I do in it? How shall I act? Do Thou keep me from
taking a wrong step! and, if it be Thy will that I shall go to T--,
, Thy will be done;' and, if not, may I not be suffered to go! Oh, what
a weighty matter to look after souls, to stand up in the Lord's name, to
testify His Gospel! ' Who is sufficient for these things?' May I feel
that my suffering is of Thee!
" On October 0, while returning from W--, I was led to ask the Lord
to make known His will to me in regard to my going. Suddenly these
words came with power to my mind, 'Oome over and help us.' It seemed
as though I was spoken to thus, 'Thou seest they want help, and call for
it; come over to T - - and help us.' The last words were repeated several
times, and I felt a softening of spirit under them, which made me desirous
for God's will to be done.
"While talking to the Lord on the subject again on the 4th of October,
I felt that as I had the word' come' from the Ohurch, I wanted clearly
made known to me the word' go' from God; and I said, 'Without this,
o Lord, I shall not be able to go in the right spirit.' The following
wor\ls then came to my mind, 'Unto whom now I send thee.' I felt this
was the authority I needed to satisfy my soul.
" I know it would be far better for me to break stones on the road than
to enter upon such a work unsent of the Lord.
.
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"Feeling, sl;Lbsequently, the seriousness of the subject, I "anted the
Lord to indulge me still further with the knowledge of His will respecting
it, and, while pleading with Him on October 11th, the text following
came into my mind: 'The vision is for an appointed time; if it tarry,
wait for it, it will surely come.' The same text was applied next day,
to which was added, 'If thou go not up with us, carry us up not hence.'
" On Monday last my mind was impressed with the belief that I should
have a further assurance from the Lord on the day following. Accordingly on the morrow, October 17th, while alone, meditating on the word
(during which I was not thinking on your call), the thought came into
my mind that this was the day when I was to have another confu'mation
from the Lord; and for a time I felt without this I must give it up. My
impression was, that something decisive would then take place on the
question. I cried and wept before the Lord, and felt quite overcome,
begging Him to appear for me again. I believe He heard my cry, in
communicating that which strengthened my conviction that it was His
divine will I should go. The following question was powerfully brought
to my mind: 'Oouldst thou refrain from going to T--, and be guiltless?'
I replied, 'No, Lord; I feel I should not be guiltless in so doing.' This
led me then to conclude, I hope rightly, to accept of your call.
"When, dear brethren, I take in consideration with the foregoing the
manner in which our acquaintance was brought about, and that our connexion has now been prolonged more than two years, during which time
the Lord has graciously blessed us together, also the opposition and persecution which arose soon after my first coming among you, resulting in
my dismissal from my office, as Scripture-reader, and in bringing down
upon me the contempt of those who hate what through grac~ I love,
namely, a perfect, free, and full salvation for all the Lord's elect family.
I feel convinced that my acceptance of your call is in accordance with the
Lord's will. I may also add that the Ohristian spirit you have always
shown towards me, evinced not only in words, but in repeated acts of undeserved kindness, have promoted a feeling of union with you. Your
kindness has been a great encouragement to me, especially in the time of
trial; and I could not but see in it a proof of the goodness of my heavenly
Father, to whom all praise is due.
"I hope that you will never forget that I am but a broken reed, an
imperfect creature, a poor sinner, saved, I hope, by grace, owing all I
have and am to the rich favour of the Triune Jehovah.
"I shall not expect to meet with perfection in you, ~nd you will not
expect to find perfection in me. There will be ample room, while in tl,is
imperfect state, for the exercise of that' charity which beareth all things,
believeth all things, and endureth all things.' I hDpe and pray that the
union begun on earth may be perpetuated and perfected in heaven, for
the dear Saviour's sake.
" May the Holy Spirit own the word spoken in the edification, building
up, strengthening, and comforting of His people, and in the calling of
some of Ohrist's wandering sheep."
F. F.
Tetbury.

It is not posts of honour. that secure happiness or salvation. Oontentment and peace are found oftenest in the humble vale of honest and
sober industry.-A. Barnes.
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REFLEOTIONS.
BY THE LATE MR. It. ltOl1IKSON.

o

LORD JESUS, our approaches unto the Father must be through Thy
Eternal Sonship and personal humanity, made in all things like unto
Thy brethren, making an end of sin, that the opening of the priesthood
should be to a spiritual sanctuary, and the two-leaved doors of holiness
and mercy shoulc. never be shut. The purchased inheritance shall be
kings and priests, arrayed in vestures washed in blood, and shall serve
Jesus in His temple in communion and fellowship and spiritual iIltercourse
of eternal love ; and, as the renewal of Thy visits are so refreshing, we
long for their more frequent delights, that we may be wafted away from
care-worn anxiety and foreboding troubles, which are serpents hid in the
grass from the face of the Sun of righteousness, which heals the wounded
child, but wounds the serpent's head. Give us a morning call on Thee,
and let the renewals of Thy refreshing Spirit reg'lle our languid frames,
to fit us for that devotion to approach unto Thy throne with becoming
reverence, that we may be free from inordinate distraction, and Thy Holy
Spirit teaching and leading us with holy undisturbed peace in the services of this day in Thy courts. May it be a holy day to Thy saints; for
there is nothing short of Thy love-visits can make us happy in this vale
of tears. The company of our brethren here below would be no joy to
us only as Thou art in our midst; and, if we could meet all our brethren
above, and Thou wast not with us, 1chabod's vail must cover us. How
sweet is that journey, however rough the path may be, if Thou art manifestively with us! A" thorn in the flesh" can then be borne, and a
temptation leaves no grief behind it. The dark valley is freed from evil,
and Thy rod and staff are sceptres of Divine love to us.

" Restore 1mto me the Joy of Thy salvation; and uphold me with Tlty free
Spirit."-PSALM li. 12.
This is a contrite appeal, and the spiritual fruit of a broken heart,
which is only to be found in the vessels of redemption, where mercy
keeps their wards day and night; and, though they are ofttimes broken
"in the place of dragons" and "like pelicans in the wilderness," their
cry is the fruit of love, and their moans are I3mbroidered with blessings.
Sin can no more rest quiet in a believer's conscience than fire and water
could dwell togethor; and, though lust and sin may have formed an
explosion, and the shattered fragments remain, there is no quiet while
things are out of place. The dove's breast must labour for peace; and,
until the cup be restored to the butler's hand, he cannot see the king's
face with joy, nor the powers of love make the banquet to be renewed
with consecrated delight; for an incomposed throne would be no throne
at all, and a king upon a throne without a subject would be no better
than a statue or molten image. The throne of grace and the redeemed
Ohurch are dignities of lofty delights; the King of kings sways the
sceptre, the Lord our Righteousness and Strength.
The virgins in
needlework of wrought gold and love embroidery hold palms of victory
and harps of gold, and the signal timbrels make Divine melody. All
sorts of heavenly merchandise are dispatched in Divine order, satisfaction
fills the golden bowls, and Divine treasures of all sorts are handed over
to the royal heirs with Divine delight.
It R
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" Who hath delivered us from the jJower of darkness, and hat7! translated U8
into the kingdom of His dear Son."-OoL. i. 13.
Every unregenerate sinner in a state of nature is a slave, and must
work hard for his master, whom he willingly serves; and his work is
done in the dark, for Satan's kingdom is without heavenly bodies, and
the Sun of Righteousness never shines on that abode. 'rhey know not
what they have done, nor whom they have served as slaves, until the
lawful captive is delivered, and Satan, the strong one that kept possession
of the palace, is bound, and the prey is taken from the mighty. 0 indulgent Father, how wondrous are Thy ways, bringing forth the covenant
heirs of redemption out of the power of sin and death, translated into
newness of life in Ohrist Jesus, as sons to a royal inheritance, "heirs of
God, and joint-heirs with Ohrist."
" Bles8ed is that servant, whom hi8 lord, whe'lf he eometh, shallfind 80
doing."-LuICE xii. 43.
Time is only like a short winter's day, and afflictions are but for a
moment. The spiritual workman needs not to be ashamed, nor the
watchman make light of his honour. If thou art the Lord's ploughman,
thy work is before thee; and, if a shepherd, the flocks demand thy care,
and the greatest danger is the wolf secreting himself amongst them; if
thou art a daughter, thou mayest assist in leading the flocks to water;
thou shalt be blest in all that thou settest thine hand unto, and whether
the wool or the flax be thy employ, faith works the thread from the
distaff, and in the diligent process forms comforts for the King's household with joy.
" Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the Lord delivereth Mm out
of tMm all."-PsALM xxxiv. 19.
Peace, poor tempest-tossed, heavy-laden, harassed child of God, trembling, and at thy wits' end, and ready to sink under thy burden, dark
and dismayed by reason of the way; fearfulness and trembling hath taken
hold upon thee, so that thou art not able to look up, dear child of trial
and affliction. Jesus is looking over thy troubles, and He saith they are
many. Jesus knows more about them than you do, for He hath borne
them, and carried your sorrows, and He saith, out of them aU He will
deliver thee. Mark, dear child of many sorrows, Jesus is as good as His
word. He will do as He hath said. He will deliver thee. Listen, poor
tried child; Jesus will do for thee what thou couldst not ask Him to do;
for there are thousands of troubles that would come upon thee did not
Jesus prevent them. Ahithophel would have troubled David had not the
Lord defeated him. Laban would have troubled Jaoob had not the Lord
prevented him. Jezebel would have'troubled Elijah had not the Lord
interposed. The more than forty that bound themselves in a great curse
would have killed Paul had not the Lord prevented them. The maddened
priests would have troubled the apostles in suffocating prisons had not
. the Lord prevented them. Dear troubled and afflicted saint, there is no
trouble which thou hast to pass, if thou lookest, but what thou shalt see
the hand of Jesus preventing, and saying, in rebuke, "Touch not mine
anointed, and do my prophets no harm;" and thou mayst say, "Many a
time have they afflicted me (my internal and external foes), yet have they
not prevailed against me, because the Lord suffered them not to perform
their enterprize."
1'1
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" If any man bo in

Clt1'i8t, he is a new creatu1'O: old things are passed away.b hold, aU things al'e become new." -2 Olt. v. 17.

T be in hri t J!lU is to be in the new COVAnant of grace, by faith
drawn up in th 1 udless morning of holy virginity, ratified by immutabl ath, and gradually opened up in the day of e p u als, until the
bridal morn i u h r d in with joy. 0 believer, thou mayst smile at the
old ov nant d ed , "Do this and live," for thou findest thy li£ in Christ
in th hidd n mystery of the Godhead, and the quickening pirit reflecting tb Divine image, "I in them, and Thou in me, that they all may
be one; as Thou, J! ather, art in me, and I in Thee." The old man is
crucified with its affections and lusts. Does the new man, Christ formed
in the soul, and the spiritual union and communion with the Trinity of
Persons, stand in need of the old crucified man to give fleshly strength to
perfect the Spirit's work? This is just as good an idea as to say that
God made Adam in order that He might instruct J ehovah to form creation-work, or to finish that which He had begun, or a carnal man to
perfect the work of redemption.
(To be o01lUmted.)

GREETINGS BY THE WAY.
To a Sister in the Faith.
BELOVED IN THE LORD.-May grace, mercy, and peace reign and rule,
and love, blood and salvation abound in your heart by the powerful
ministration of the eternal Spirit the Comforter! Without His almighty
ministration, the things of eternity are lost sight of and forgotten. He
alone can take of the things of Christ, and reveal them unto us, and show
us how perfectly complete we stand in Jesus, and how acceptable we at
all times are in the beloved Bridegroom of our souls. To us He is "the
chie£ st among ten thousand, the altogether lovely." We have none in
heaven but Christ; and none upon earth do we desiTe but His glorious self.
"To us He is more glorious far,
Than mortal language can express I"
But it is not to us as natural creatures, that He is so near and dear;
for to our earthly mind He is like a root out of a dry ground. Indeed,
there is no form or comeliness in the Man of sorrows to our natural heart.
He is still despised and rejected of men. It is our new nature alone
which can love, prize, and appreciate Jesus of Nazareth; hence says
Christ: "Ye must be born again." Most professors are said to be twice
dead, but you and I, beloved, are twice born. What a difference! Who
can calculate the vast blessedness flowing from so lofty a source ? We
are born not of the will of man, flesh, or blood, but of God; and the
blessed consideration arising from so glorious a fact is this, "Because as
He is, so are we, even in this world." He who begets is Love, and of
necessity He begets children after His own image. He who begets His
children will richly provide for all that are begotten. No matter how
numerous His family, there is at all times bread enough, and water
enough, and wine enough in His house for the entirety of them; none
shall ever be sent empty away. This you and I have abundantly proved
many times. We get the best of bread, the best of wine, the best of oil,
and the best of honey at the gracious hands of our blessed Jesus.
More than this, we possess His glorious Person; we are united to Himself,
R R 2
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and are never viewed but in oneness with Himself. All we are, we are in
Him, all we have, we" have in Him, all we enjoy, we enjoy in Him.
He comprehends all, and grants us precious faith to apprehend Him as
our all. Without this faith of Him, we could know nothing savingly of
Him. We feed upon Him by faith, we walk in Him by faith, we trust in
Him by faith; and this is the only faith that works by love. Other
faiths, which are spurious, work from varied causes, but this always works
by love; and it is called the faith of Him, because He is both Author and
Object of it. He never gave us faith to view and admire ourselves with,
but to look away from self, creatures, and circumstances. By faith we
behold the sun in the spiritual heavens, and, whilst gazing on celestial
bodies, we cannot sll-e those which are terrestrial. When viewing the sun,
we must lose sight of earth; when beholding that luminous and brilliant
body of light and heat, we see nothing beside; and, when our eyes again
turn how earth, how dim does all around appear! Indeed, we find that our
glorious Sun of righteousness eclipses every other object, and outweighs
every other subject. "Ve well know that He always shines, and is never
more glorious at one time than at another; but in our apprehensions thore
arE) mighty differences. In nature we now and then are witnesses of
eclipses; the moon will get between us and the sun, and the earth will intercept that brilliant light; but we are well assured that if we coulclrise
above earth and above moon, above shades and abovo clouds, we should
have at once an unimpecled view of the glorious orb ever brilliant, ever
shining.
In a spiritual sense, when the I-.Jord is pleased to raise us up in Himself, as He did the prophet Isaiah, we not only see Him seated upon
the circle of the earth, but we at once discover that its inhabitants are all
grasshoppers, and that the nations are less than nothing, and vanity.
Everything of an earthly nature is then beneath us, and everything of a
spiritual round about us. We then dwell in the pure atmosphere of love,
and bask in the full blaze of ever-brilliant light. There are then no clouds,
no bogs, no fogs, above or about us, for we have left them all infinitely
beneath us. How then can we turn again to beggarly elements? Does
it not seem wondrous that we should? Well, it proves that the bird of
heaven is still imprisoned in the cage of earth, that the child of bliss is
still dwelling in a tent of flesh, that the heir of glory still appears under
the guise of dull mortality, that the sons and daughters of Zion have yet
to travel this ell'eary waste of sin and sorrow during the King's pleasure.
What they really and truly are as heaven's own offi pring, as God's own
children, as love's own favourites, does not appear to the brightest natural
mind. They appear here infinitely more like beggars than princes, but
King's sons they are nevertheless. They are set at nought by the world,
and despised by the pious, but they are more to Christ than is heaven, for
He does not say that the Lord's portion is heaven, but He has caused it
to be written, "The Lord's portion is His people, Jacob is the lot of His
inheritance;" and can we not, beloved, say in sweet and blessed response,
" The Lord is my portion, :saith my soul; therefore will I hope in Him ?"
To be sure we can, and none shall stop us of this boasting. It is, indeed,
a pleasant thing for our spiritual eyes to behold the Sun of righteousness,
and it is very unpleasant to our pure mind when we hear one word
said against it by men of corrupt mind. We speak well of that which we
do know, and those who speak against it do not know. We are in Him
that is true, hence we are children that will not lie. A deceitful tongue
I?
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shall n v l' bo found in our mouth, and the Lord has promised to turn
0. pure language; but it often takes a long time before we can put
w I,d to~ether such as" My Lord and my God:" "Abba, Father:" "My
13 1 v d 1 mine, and I am His:" "Whom have I in heaven but Thee?"
But, whether it take a long or a short time, we aU must sooner or later
giv ur own personal testimony to its truth. It is sweet to remember
that we have a most loving and patient Teacher, who will not give us a
IHwder lesson than He will give capacity to learn, for ~'All Thy children
shall be taught of the Lord, and great shall be the peace of Thy children."
When He extends peace like a river, how it inundates everything beside!
"\Vhen He gives quietness, none can cause trouble.' But, when He, for
all-wise purposes, allows the enemy to have his way, there is nothing but
confusion. But, amid all and through all, however conflicting, He says,
" 'rhere shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy
dwelling." And what the POllt sings is blessedly true-

to us

" Who shall harm, or who molest thee,
Or thy walls of fire break through?
Showers of genial rains shall bless thee,
Morning sun and evening clew."
With our united very best everlasting love, believe me to remain, in Him,
Yours very affectionately,
JEDIDIAH.
WAKING 1'HOUGHTS.
" Tlto~1 lwldest ?nine eyes waking."
A.ugust 7tlt.-Awoke very early, and rose to look at the texts for the day,

in 0. little book called, "Daily Food for Ohristians," which has been the
ompanion of many years. These were they: "By grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God;" "For
we are His workmanship, created in Ohrist Jesus unto good works, which
od hath before ordained that we should walk in them." There, thought
I, is the sum and substance of the Gospel, and everything in true Gospel
order, grace being the very foundation of the whole plan, "the grace of
our Lord Jesus Ohrist," which took its rise in the eternal love of God the
Father, faith being the medium through which we apprehend the exceeding precious gift of grace; and that not of ourselves, no, nothing of creature doings must mingle with :first causes; it is the free and sovereign gift
of God. Then comes another link in the chain: "For we are His workmanship, created in Ohrist Jesus unto good works." He who created us
does nothing in vain, for He rccreates us unto good works; nay, He hath
Ol'dained that we should walk in them. In what, then, do good woxks
consist? I should say in setting forth the glory of God to the utmost of
our ability. But what if there is not strength of body to act out what the
mind suggests? This is not un frequently the case with the most willinghoarted. "\Vhat is then to be done? Why, we must fall back upon the
n.loans wllich lie within our compass; and one very powerful cngine is
Jlrayer. This led me to reflect upon the numerous incentives to prayer.
It has been said that" prayer moves the hand which moves the world;"
nnd, though the phrase can scarcely be considered thoroughly correct in
the abstract, since God works His sovereign will in all that He does, and
giveth no account of any of His matters, still we know prayer is an instru-
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ment which He is pleased to make use of in carrying out Ris great and
grand designs: "For all these things will I be inquired of, to do it for
them."
A short time ago the writer called to see three friends who had been
ailing, and found each of the three houses full of trouble; but what was
most singular, the trouble in each case arose from the same members in
the respective families, namely, the youth of the families. Two were very
afflictive cases; and, whilst one of them was being related, the speaker
suggested that it called for special prayer, which she much desired. After
the events of the day I felt overwhelmed with. the burden of so much
pressing need, and mentally exclaimod, "Who is sufficient for these
things?" How much one has to asle for at a throne of grace! And what
subjects for prayer one daily meets with! Prayer for ourselves, for our
families, for ungodly relatives, for Christian friends with their various
wants, for the Church at large, for ministers of the Gospel, for our country
in these critical times, for the world that lieth in wickedness, &c. These
things passed through the mind in those wakeful moments when unseen
tears were shed, until at length sleep returned to relieve the overwrought
heart; and, since that time, on the recurrence of the thoughts, the idea
sprang up that by jotting them down they might, with the blessing of
God, be made use of to others, since the Holy Ghost has left on record, in
the words of our blessed Saviour, that "men ought always to pray, and
not to faint."
A LrTTLE ONE.
Mcmclwstcr-.
UNOERTAINTY.
"PRAY for the repose of the soul of Katharine HallOl'en, who lived a conventual life for twenty-three years, and departed on the - - day of
- - , 1868." Such was the notice that was fastened to the door of a
Roman Catholic chapel. And can popery do no more than this for her
best and most devoted followers? Here was a poor thing who had passed
twenty-three years of her life ~n conventual austerities. under the inspection of the sisterhood, performing the pr scribed formalities of the church,
and receiving all the ben fits of her rites and c remonies to the last; and
yet, when all is done that can be done, the m lan holy I' quest of the
living for the dead is, "Pray for the repose of th oul of Katharine
Halloren." Now, we are not about to enter upon the evils of conventuallife, nor touch upon topics connected with the hidden haunts of an
unmarried priesthood; probably Katharine Halloren might have been a
happier, and, speaking after the fa hion of this world, a better woman
had she followed the advice of the apostle in 1 Tim. v. 14. But with
her we have nothing to do. If she belonged to God's remnant according
to the election of grace, she was taught to see herself as a sinner, and to
feel the power and preciousness of a dear Redeemer. If not, she was
where the apostle predicted that the lost should be: "God shall send
them strong delusion that they should believe a lie, that they all might
b damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousn
"(2 Thess. ii. 11, 12).
ut the .point before us is simply this, what popery can do for her vota·
l'i s.
he gives them a stock of grace in baptism to begin with; she has
h npa £ appliances in the form of confessionl and absolutions, penances
and pax'cl ns, indulgences and works of supererogation, and at the eleventh
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hour sh has extreme unction; and yet, after all this laborious search
aft I' aalvati n from the cradle to the grave by parents, priests, and personal
di n e, the sum-total of it is, "Pray for the repose of the soul;"
in a w I'd, (h'cad 1mcertainty.
.
Th d gma of purgatory displays pre-eminently the craft of the old
rpent. A rding to this doctrine certainty is ignored altogether. No
omarost, as such, can be assured of his eternal safety. When an enthusin ti admirer of the well-known agitator, Daniel O'Oonnell, asserted he
wa in heaven, from the Vatican this ignorant son of the Ohurch 'Was
l' proved.
The Pope declared it was an error 'to say so, as no one ever
went to heaven but through purgatory. But the craft of this doctrine is
seen first, in the exaltation of the priesthood, by whose sacerdotal power
souls are let out of purgatory; and next, in the wealth it brings into the
coffers of the Ohurch of Rome. Nothing can be effected without money
in th Roman Oatholic religion; but of all schemes the doctrine of purgatory c ntained within its bosom a mine of inexhaustible wealth. Who
tho.t had 0. p nny in the world but would cheerfully give it to lessen by
mlls
for th d ad th sufferings of those who can no longer help themIv?
opery knows well where and how to apply the screw that will
squeeze money out of the poor or the covetous, and draw it copiously from
the loving and the liberal. Hence we have the climax of the craft of
Rome in a permanent source of wealth derived from this miserable
doctrine of purgatory. Alas! for poor souls like Katharine Halloren.
Mter years of mortification and self-denial; a life called "voluntary
seclusion," but, strange to say, guarded by high walls and barred windows; sup riOl's that watch and priests that protect; this so-called voluntU1'yi rn, that worked hard for salvation, and was helped on at all sides,
y t th
limax of obedi nce to the whole system is-purgatory! If
this i the best Rome can do, bad is the best indeed. Uncertainty as to
th fttture, being a doctrine of the Ohurch of Rome, sweeps away the compI t ne8S of the work of Ohrist, whose "blood cleanseth from all sin,"
and the efficacy of the work of the Spirit, whose office is to reveal to the
sinner what Ohrist has effected, and to satisfy the soul by the knowledge
of that finished work which satisfies God. It is this doctrine of uncertainty which opens the way for the exaltation of the priesthood and the
multiplication of masses to get the souls of the departed out of purgatory.
Hence the so oft-repeated request in the Ohurch of Rome, "Pray for the
repose of the soul."
Oertainty would lessen the power of the priest, and reduce the revenue
of the Ohurch. Oertainty would put the religion of Rome into the
ancient difficulty of the silversmith at Ephesus, who said, when the
Gospel was preached there by Paul, "Not only this our craft is in
danger to be set at nought, but also that the Temple of the great
goddess Diana should be despised." Hence the Church of Rome keeps
from her children the word of God, which l'eveals the doctrine of certainty in the completeness of Ohrist's finished work, and gives us blessed
examples of it in the experience of the saints. The Bible doctrine of
certainty rests upon this foundation, that the blessings of the Gospel
are all eternal. God made man immortal, but in new creation He gives
His people "eternal life, and this life is in His Son." Ohrist said,
" Because I live, ye shall live also;" and the apostle declared, "Your
life is hid with Ohrist in God." Peter tells the Ohurch that they are
" "partakers of the Divine nature." Hence saints have a life anterior to
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their earthly being-a life in union with the eternal God-a life secured
in God-a life that can never die - a life that is manifested in time,
but has its origin in eternity, "bound up in the bundle of life with
the Lord our God." In connexion with this eternal life, we read in
Eph. ii. that it was according to the. eternal purpose of God which He
purposed in Ohrist Jesus, our Lord. In Heb. v. 9, we are told He
became the Author of eternal salvation 'unto all them that obey Him.
By virtue of this fore-ordained salvation according to God's eternal pur])ose, all the saints of Old Testament date went to heaven; and, when
Jesus, with His dying breatl), exclaimed, "It is finished!" the death
of the Testator ratified the Testament, and pll't the seal upon the work
confirmed in council by Jehovah. (See Heb. ix. U.) 'l'his work of
Ohrist is called" eternal redemption." He came to do the will of God,
and lay down His life for the sll8op. Hi work was in unison with
the will of the Father. "All mine are 'rhine, and Thine are mine,
and I am glorified in them." Redemption implies previous possession,
and the Ohurch was the gift of the Father to Ohrist in eternity.
" Thine they were, and Thou gavest them me.". Hence we read that
"Ohrist loved the Ohurch, and gave Himself for it." He redeemed
the possession lost in the Adam fall, and restored that which He took
not away. The blessedness to which the Ohurch is finally brought,
springing out of eternal union, oternal salvation, eternal purpose, and
eternal redemption, is "eternal glory" (1 Pet. v. 10). But, in the
brief space between the eternity before worlds and the eternity beyond
worlds, God makes known to His people in their time state the blessed
certainties of the Gospel, where rest and repose arQ enjoyed. Said our
Lord, "Oome unto me, all ye that are weary and heavy laden, and I
will give you rest." Said the apostle, "We which have believed do
enter into rest." Many of God's dear ones travel in the twilight of
doubt and uncertainty, through the lack of knowledge. Foundation
truths are hidden from sight, or, if brought to view, are negatived by
creature-work or legal conditions. This sort of mongrel Gospel is common
now. It quiets the fears of professors, and keeps tried souls in bondage.
With others the ease is different. They know the truth, and that the
application of it by the Spirit is the only remedy for their doubts and
fears; but they grope for the wall as the blind. Their mercy is that they
are made to grope, for this the nead cannot do. The Lord, by the severe
discipline of withholding the spirit of adoption, teaches His people
many lessons. Prayer, patience, humility, submission to the will of
God, separation from the world, the use of the word, and the power of a
promise, are taught only in God's school; where book-learning is of no
value. But when deliverance comes, the change is all the more conspicuous and appreciated; for bondage makes liberty sweet. God has
His own time and way to bring about the blessed issue of certainty to
the heliever, which is called in the word" the sealing of the Spirit," "the
witness of the Spirit," "the assurance of faith," "peace and joy in believing," "the spirit of adoption," "a good hope through grace."
Spiritual life in its various developments IDay exist without certainty, but
certainty is the goal that the living desire to reach. Oertainty is the state
they pray for and pine after, because under the teachings of the Spirit.
Very different this to the condition of the" slothful man, that desireth
and hath nothing." The weight of eternity, and the tremendous importance of the issue pressed home upon the heart by the Spirit make the soul
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in earnest, and the divine origin of the desire after certainty is proved
by the result; "for all who seek shall find." Th desires that the Spirit
of God creates, the same blessed Spirit will satisfy, thence will follow
rest and p ace to the soul. David's last words give us his experience
of certainty, "Although my house be not so with Goel ; yet He hath made
with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things, and sure." Paul
said, "I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able
to keep that which I have committed to Him against that day." The
office of the Spirit is to assure the conscience of the love of God, and
thus magnify and make honourable the work of Ohrist. "My people
shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, and in sure dwellings, and in quiet
resting-places," and Ohrist declared, "These things have I spoken unto
you, that in me ye might have peace."
But now of the end. The death of the believer is spoken of in the word
as sleep; but the climax of popery for the faithful in her communion, is
this dismal request, "Pray for the repose of the souL" The Gospel figure
used to expre 8 death is rest; popery says it is toil. Saints, when" absent
from the body," are" pr sent with the Lord;" p'opery says they are in the
fire of purgatory. What a contrast does this present to the doctrines of
the everlasting Gospel. Founded upon the certainties of eternal truth,
believed by the power of the eternal Spirit, and" in hope of eternal life,
which God that cannot lie promised before the world began," the saints
fall into the arms of Jesus at death; take their place among the spirits of
the just made perfect, and wait for the redemption of the body at the first resun'ection, when they shall realize the full blessedness of being conformed
to the image of Ohrist, and the full enjoyment of His presence for evermore. This honour have all His saints. Praise ye the Lord.

SIMPLE, BUT SAFE!
" I'm n poor sinner, and nothing at all,
But Jesus Christ is my all in all."

DEAn DOOToR,-Well knowing that to you it is a matter of soul-delight
to hear of, or to hear, the lispings of those who know that" here they
have no continuing city, but seek one to come," causes me to feel a pleasure in communicating the particulars of a cheering interview which I had
with one of your parishioners a few days gone by, and is, as you know,
what people generally call half-witted.
Her illness has been of long duratioll, and, to the medical gentleman
who attends her, very mysterious. Tho fact is, although I have been in
the habit of visiting the sick for many years, I never found one solitary
case to resemble hers. For a considerable time she has lived upon barley
sugar and other sweet things. Sometimes she is confined to her bed for
months, and then a little revived, and able to walk out, which is the case
with her now.
WaIking by the side of the river, towards B--. bridge, the other morning, I saw this dear afflicted creature coming towards me 011 the other side
of the road. The moment she saw me she exerted herself to cross over to
me. I thought, when I saw it, that she wanted to tell me about her
mother's illness, for, although so weak intellectually, yet, when any of the
family has been ill, she would forget her own suff01l ings, to weep and
sympathize over them in their sufferings, calling them, "poor things," in
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her childish way: saying, "how much they suffered, and how sorry she
was for them." These things have made me say, "What is this in this
poor imbecile-minded creature which makes her grieve with them who are
grieved? Is it not the Spirit of Christ? It must be a something above
nature, for she cannot play the hypocrite; that is beyond her power."
When we met, she held out her poor feeble withored hand to shake
hands with me, and, in her broken way of speaking, which I shall not
attempt to imitate, said, "Oh, how glad I am! I wanted to see you!
I wanted to speak to you, and tell you that I am going fast to my long,
long home! You see I am now only skin and boues." I said, " Well,
my child, I see it, as you say, and you are g'oing' to your long, long home.
Oh, what a blessed and g-lorious home thoro is in royorsion for all the redeemed of the Lord! Are you going to that glorious home?" The reply
was, "I hope I am! I long to be there! I do! I do!" "Well, my child,
the great Forerunner has taken possession of that home, in the name of
all His redeemed; and, when He entered there, it was with His own
blood, and that blood has made sure, and secured unto such poor creatures
as you and I, a certain joyful and everlasting welcome." After a few
minutes' conversation, this dear creature began to wander, and speak at
random, therefore I left her.
No sooner did she begin to speak to me, than my heart began to melt.
" Oh," I thought, "what a solemn truth! From the wise and tho prudent
the Father hath hidden the things of the kingdom, but He l' v als th m to
babes! And, if God hidos, who can find? and, if He reveals, who 01'
what has the power to conceal?" "Oh," I thought, "what childlike
simplicity and sweetness, 'I am going-going to my long, long home!
I hope I shall go there! I long to be there."
Seldom do I meet with conversation so soothingly unctuous; it created
such sweet melody in my heart that cheered me for hours. How the
lisping I had heard brought home to my heart an indubitable proof of
the immutability of the promise that the" wayfaring man," returning to
his redemption home on his way there, thoug'h a fool, he should not err
therein.
OLD PILGRIM.

TOPLADY ON THE SAINTS ABOYE.
SOME of tbe sbining number once I knew,
And travelled with tb m bere j
Nay, some (my Ider bretbren now),
Set later out for heaven, my junior saints below.
Long after me they beal·a the call of grace,
Which wak'd them into righteousness;
How have they got beyond?
Converted last. yet first with glory crowned.
Little once I tbought tbat these,
Would first the summit gain;
.
And leave me far behind jOUl'neying- thrD' the plain,
Lov'd while on earth, nor less belov'd tho' gone.
Think not I envy you your crown,
No, if I could I would not call you down;
Tho' slower is my pace,
To you I follow on;
Leaning on Jesus all tbeway,
Who now and then lets fall a ray
Of comfort from His throne.

Ootober 1, '1868.]
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" And tlw Spi?'it (find the b?'ide sa,y, Come. And let him tltat lteat'eth, say,
Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever wilt, let Mm take
tlw water of life freely." ~REY. xxii. 17.
OHRIST JESUS is the great centre of the Gospel, for the Gospf'l is j Ul'lt the
testimony of Jesus Christ. It shows the Lord Jesus as the Covenant Head
of all His people, existing from eternity as one with His Father in glory,
will, and power; and as so, one with His dear people who were chosen in
Him bofore the fOlmdation of the world, that all their responsibilities,
charges, sins, and deserts were laid to His account, while He was stored
with all the communicable fulness of God for the supply of their need;
and in fuln ss of time this glorious Son of the Father in truth and love
was made the Son of Man. "Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself likewise took part of the same"
(Heb. ii. 14). "Though He was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor,
that ye through His poverty might be rich" (2 Cor. viii. 9). Having received His Church as His pm'posed bride from the hand of His Father,
He espoused her to Himself in His own flesh, laid Himself open to all
who had a claim against her, and boldly and fearlessly met her creditors,
paid her every debt, even to the wages of sin, which is death, overcoming
the world and the devil and sin and death, which held her in slavish bondage; and then, having done aU, went agaiu to His Father's throne,
until He shall come to fetch her home, that where He is, there she may
be also.
But of all this the bride is by nature ignorant. She has no love in her
heart towards Him, sees 110 glory in His person, no desirableness in His
love and grace. She is wretched and miserable and poor and blind and
naked, yet supposes herself to be rich and increased in goods, and to have
need of nothing. But Jesus is determined to win her love; and this He
will do by causing His blessed Spirit to come down into her soul.
As Abraham's servant was sent to bring a wife to lsaac, so the Holy
Ghost is sent to fetch the heart of Christ's loved one to Himself; and
this He does, first, by painful things: He lays her sins to her charge,
opens up the long account, and shows that she has nothing' wherewith to
pay; so that she feels in what a ruined position she stands, knows that
she deserves the anger and the curse of God, loses her pleasure in herself
and in the ways of sin and of the world; can find no rest, no peace, no
comfort, no help; her heart meditates terror, nothing suits her; she is
fretful, peevish, ill-tempered, impatient, rebellious, and knows not what
to do; tries to make herself clean by duties, but finds it like trying to
wash her flesh in a polluted sewer. All her works are marred, and her
righteousnesses are as filthy rags; she hears about repentance, but finds
her heart like a stone; is told to believe, but knows not how or what to
believe; is encouraged to hope, but sinks deeper into despondency; knows
that God must be loved, while she trembles at her own rebellion; she
cannot feel that she is anything like a saint, and, as the work advances,
becomes even more broken-down at the discovery of what she is than at
the sight of what she has been, so that she is now feelingly and experi-
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mentally what she is actually, "miserable and wretched and blind and
poor and naked."
But now is the time for the Spil'it of tho Lord to take of the things of
Christ. Salvation without price, pardon without merit, righteousness
without works, all through the doing and dying of God's only-begotten
Son, reach her heart, and then dnlw forth hor affections towards Him,
until in God's time the love of God is made known to her very heart, and
perfect love casts out tormenting fear.
1. Let us mark the threefold voice in our text: 1st. The Sp£'rit says,
"Come." This is the great call of the Spirit; by stripping, by reproving,
by chastening, by comfort, by threatenings, by promises, He draws to
Christ. I have spoken of His work already.
2nd. ':['11e Bride says,
"Come." Those who have experience of Christ's mercy, she says,
"come," by her experience, by her words, by her life. 3rc1. The hearer
says, "Come." Souls raised to hope, encourage one another.
n. The invited one; thirsty, wilhng. There is need to drive, there is
precious suitability to draw. l'Mrst.~It denotes discomfort, pain, inability
to obtain relief. The w£ll.-To choose Christ, to trust in Christ, to obey
Christ. To such who are miserable, grieved at sin, unable to obtain
relief, who see Christ the only way, the only help, the only friend, the
only comfort, who lean upon His mighty arm and all-sufficient grace,
and submit to His authority, the Spil'it says, "Come," the bride says,
" Com e," the hearing one says, "Come;" and now Ohrist Himself speaks,
"Let him come."
Ill. The welcome, "Let him come." "Ah, may I come?" The
word implies permission. Sinner, thou mayest come. J csus says, "Le.t
him come."
"Let him come." "Ah, but sin holds me, fear holds me, Satan holds
me. There is a crowd about Him, and I feel as though in a prison,
unable to come forth.'"
"Let him come," is a word of authority to those that hold thy soul.
As God said to Pharaoh, "Let my people go," so He says to sin, to Satan,
to law, and unbelief, "Let him come."
"Let him come." "Ah, but I am helpless, lame, and broken down.
I feel as though I could not move one ste.p, and when I try I fall down;
my spirits sink, and I think I shall never find Christ." "Let him come,"
is a word of power. He who said, "Let there be light; and there was
light.," says, "Let him come."
Sinner, He does not mock thee. He means it; He knows that thou
art weak and lame and faint; and, if He will but now speak to thy soul,
thou shalt come. "All that the J! ather giveth me shall come to me;
and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out" (John vi. 37).
IV. The blessing.-That which is given to the soul is life. " All that
a man hath will he give for his life;" but life is forfeited. J esns only
can giv.e it. Eternal hJe-pardon of sin, free justification, and everlasting
glory. Spiritual l1Je-faith, repentance, fear, love, peace, and joy; our
holy desires, our fruit to God's glory, Jesus only gives. The water of l1jethe Holy Ghost. What terms? Without money, without price; let him
take it freely. The fountain is always flowing with all its rich blessings
for the life that now is, and for that which is to come; and he t10t
cometh to Jesus shall have it freely, it shall not only flow to him, it sholl
be in him. And nowhere else is life. "He that hath the Son hath life,
and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life" (1 John v. 12).
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catk filtb tye ®ntbe;

OR, WHISl'EllS FROM THE DYING l'ILLOWS OF GOD'S SEIWA~TS.
"M~l'k theporfeot m~n, ~nd

bohold the upright: for the end of that man ispo~oe." -rSAJ.M xxxvii. 37.

SOME ACOOUNT OF THE CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE AND
HAPPY DEPARTURE OF SAMUEL YOUNG
(SIXTH SON OF MAJOR YOUNG), WHO DIED NOVEMBER 30, 1846, AGED 11 YEARS.

some years previpus to the illness which terminated the earthly career
of Samuel, he had given a good testimony of the work of grace upon his
soul. This appeared from his fear of doing wrong ;,,\< his great dread of
telling a falsehood;t the deep sense he had of Ms being a sinner before
God;:j: his longing after an assurance that Jesus died for him. §
The following manuscript which he left, shows that his faith was much
tried, and that the temptations he had to strugglo with were very severe.
It is written, "All thy children shall bo taught of God." Hence the
knowledge of the deceitfulne s and plague of the heart, the conviction of
original and actual sin, self-condemnation, poverty of spirit, brokenness of
heart, and it justifying God in all things, will be found in all God's
quickened children, whether regeneration takes place in the adult or in
the little child; so that, from the least to the greatest, all shall give to
the Lord all the glory, ascribing salvation to God alone-t<;> His sovereign,
free, and electing grace. 'fhe blessed truths of the eternal election of the
Church in Ohrist, of particular I'edemption and discriminating grace, have
never been kept back by tho parents of this child, when speaking to their
children upon spiritual things; and God will bless His oWn t~'uth to His
children, of which Samuel is a happy witness.
G. Y.
FOR

COpy OF TIlE

MANuscmr-r.

[Ill transcribing this mannscript I have rctained, as closely as possible, the expressions
of tho original, which have the mark, in many instancos, of tho childish simplicity natural
to tho agc of the writer.-G.Y.]

" 0 1<01'd, may I bless Thee all the days of my life! Make me to do
what is right, and, Jesus, be with me, and keep me from doing wrong, and
teach me.
" I felt unhappy to-day; afterwards I felt a good deal better. 0 Lord,
may I praise Thee all the days of my life! Blessed are they that trust in
Him.
"I felt unhappy, and I read the 1st of John, and it comforted me a
little.
" I felt great temptations, and I prayed to God to help me.
" A blessed day. I felt no temptations.
" This morning they tempted me to kill myself; but God will not let
the devil overtempt me. Sometimes it makes me feel unhappy, but then
it goes off for a time, and I feel better; but they are very bad. 0 Lord,
may I love Thee for ever, even for everlasting.
'" "I will put my fear in their hearts" (Jer. xxxii. 40).
t "For He said, Surely they are my people, children that wilt not lie: so He was their
Saviour" (Isaiah Ixiii. 8).
t "I came not to call the righteous, but sinners" (Matt. ix. 13).
§ "Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness" (Matt. v. 6).
" Give diligence to make Yom" calling and election sute" (2 Peter i. 10).

r
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'" Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him, all creatures here beluw.' "
" 'Behold, bless ye the Lord, an ye servants of the Lord, which by
night stand in the house of the Lord' (Psalm cxxxiv. 1). When temptations come upon me, these are very nice things to think of, for they do
comfort me a great deal. One night the temptations were so great, that
I sat up in my bed, and I was so unhappy; I was almost raving, and
Jenny"" read to me in the Bible, and I went to sleep. Once I had such
temptations, that I put my knife to my throat; but it was the back, and
God kept me from doing it. Is not God kind to me? What could I do
without Him? No; we could not live without Him.
" My temptations were 1t great deal better10-day. How kind of Jesus
to die on the cross for us, and save us from hell-for wicked me! And,
by nature, what devils we are! There is not any hour in the day that
man is not doing wrong.
"To-day (a Sunday), I saw some boys playing with pennies on the
road to Oharlecombe. Would it not break the hearts of those who love
God? (Oh, how it did me!) God, who created heaven and earth, and
the stars, and all living creatures, in six days! And we do such things!
We cannot do the least thing without the help of Ohrist. Jesus did not
die for all men; but He died for His lambs. For the wicked, when they
die, are cast into burning fire, and there is no end to it. But the righteous
shall go to heaven. Oh, what a blessed thing to know! 'The ox knoweth
his owner, and the ass his master's crib; but my people doth not consider.'
"If we believe in our Lord J eSllS Ohrist, we shall go to heaven, without doing our own good works.
"Jesus kept the whole law. When I hear of those who were struck
by our God for doing wicked things, I am tempted to do them. I do not
read my Bible, and I wish that God would make me like it more. I do
not praise Him, and I am not fond of my Bible as I ought to be; 'when I
had temptations, I used to read more than I do. Oh, that I could praise
Him more! Only think, the Greatest that lives should die for such
reptiles as we are! Ought I not to love Him?
" No temptations to-day; in my mind I am not a minute without
doing something wrong. Every man is as bad as another, so we ought
not to boast; we are all alike by nature; we all tell stories, but we ought
not to tell them, if we can help.
" On Saturday I was afraid that Jesus did not die for me. I went to
papa and told him. He comforted me; he told me that Jesus did die for
all who believe, and all the next day I was very happy.
'" Happy they who trust in Jesus,
Sweet their portion is, and sure.'
"Thank God, who has kept me this day. Oh, that I could pray to
God with all my heart; I have plenty of things to ask of Him. 0 Lord,
make me more wise in Thee, and in the Scriptures! make me to read
them more, and'to delight in them. 'He tnat goeth~forth, and weepeth,
shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with
him' (Psalm cxxxvi. 6). These are beautiful words for a broken-hearted
sinner to think, that after sorrows and temptations, to COI!le rejoicinO',
received into glory, without spot or blemish, and' the seed shall be so;n
<If

A valuable Christian servant.
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into the h art of His people.' God is so merciful and good that, after all,
I sometimes hope I shall be received into glory. Oome, Lord, save me
from hell and damnation! May Thy beloved Son, who died upon the
cross to save sinners (I hope He died for me)-OLord, anslVer my prayer,
lest I go down into the pit! Make me more E'arnest about my soul. Make
m!) to think more of the Lord, who sent a Lamb to be hung upon the Cl·osa,.
and the blood of Hitn to wash off the sins, which are many, of His people.
May mine be washed with them; and let me see Ohrist crucified on Oalvary, that I may fly upon eagles' wings to Mount Sion and sing,
"Glory to God in the highest,
Ohrist upon the cross was slain;
Who died for us, deserving hell."
" How merciful Thou art to keep me from horrible temptations, and
not cast me into hell in a moment. For we deserve it; for we are too
wicked to stand before Thee. I hope Thou wilt take us to heaven at last.
'But if our Gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: in whom the
God of this world hath blinded the mindt:l of them which believe not, lest
the light of the glorious Gospel of Ohrist, who is the Image of God, should
shine unto them' (2 001'. iv. 3, 4). .
" , Happy art thou, 0 Israel: who is like unto thee, 0 people saved by
the Lord, the shield of thy help, who is the sword of thy excellency! and
thine enemies shall be found liars unto thee; and thou shalt tread upon
their high places' (Deut. xxxiii. 29).
" Some time ago I thought I was telling a lie very often, which made
made me very unhappy; but, blessod be the name of the Lord, He has
made me more happy.
" I think too much of myself. Lord, take away the heart of pride, but
give me a heart of flesh. Wash me, make me clean, with ~the_blood of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Ohrist.
" Although I am so proud, God is, I hope, going to take me to heaven
at last. 0 Lord, make me to pray with my heart.
" Oh, what an Almighty God! not to send me to hell for ever and ever,
where there is wailing and gnashing of teeth, only fit for the devil and
his angels. I wish to love Almighty God with all my heart; but all
Ilis people will be taken to heaven to live with Him, for they-all go to
glory, where there is no sickness, no pain or sorrow.
" Sometimes when I am in the garden, or playing, I feel like some one
telling me to go and read my Bible, and something telling me not; it is
something like two roads. I cannot tell which way to go; but I ought
to read my Bible more.
" I felt great temptations, and I prayed to Jesus to help me."
A text for every day in the year:
Jan. 30.-Psalm xxxvii. 3: "Trust in the Lord, and do good' so shalt
thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed."
'
Jan. 31.-Matt. v. 11; "Blessed are you when men shall revile you
and persecute you, and say all manner of evil against you falsely for my
sake."
Feb. I.-Matt. v. 4: "Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be
comforted.' '
Feb. 2.-Psalm xxxvii. 16: "A little that the righteous hath, is better
than the riches of many wicked."
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Feb. 3.-Psalm xxxiv. 4: "I sought the Lord and He heard me, and
delivered me from all my fears."
Feb. 4.-Psalm xix. 11: ,. More are they to be desired than gold, yea,
than much fine gold; sweeter than honey or the honeycomb."
Feb. 5.-Psalm xxiii. 6: "Surely mercy shall follow me all the days
of my life: and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord for ever."
Feb. 6.-Psalm cxxvi. 6: "He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing
precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his
sheaves with him."
SAMUEL'S LAST ILLNESS AND DEPARTURE.

About three weeks before his death he was seized with a severe headache, with feverishness. The surgeon who attended him directed that
leeches should be applied to his head, and other remedies to be used.
The relief he l'eceived from theso was but temporary. Leeches were
again applied to his head, after which he was put to bed, where he
remained in general till his happy spirit left this world of sin, to abide in
the land. " where the inhabitant shall no more say, I am sick."
Before he was confined to his bed he begged earnestly to have a map
of the Holy Land, which appeared to afford him pleasure for au evening; but after he was put to bed, he was scarcely capable of attending to
anything. The Thursday night before his departure (which was the
following Monday) he prayed, "Come, Lord Jesus, come!" And on the
following night ho seemed very anxious to depart. He repeatedly lifted
up his right arm, then put out both his arms, and said, "Here I amhere! 0 Jesus, come! Do make haste!" On Monday, the 30th
November, a little after eight o'clock, a.m., I went into his room. I
thought he was asleep. I touched his cheek, which was warm. The
nurse told me that he just breathed his last a few moments previous to
my entering the room. And thus my beloved Samuel fell asleep in
Jesus. Thus did the Good Shepherd gather the lamb with His arms,
and carry him in His bosom to eternal bliss. To Him be the glory
for ever. Amen.
.
THE RETURNED ONE GIVING GLORY TO GOD.
(Continued fi'01n page 493.)

at the end or a fortnight, that my dear young friend became
weaker, and fearing she would not be able to beal' the journey home, if
she tarried longer, therefore we arranged for her departure. The day
before she left Clifton, she said, "I shall uover see your dear father again
in this world. But how strange it is that I should have seen that
minister, who said, 'that I was the poor stranger who had returned to
give glory unto God.' Something' tells me I am going home to die. I
shall never forget your visiting us in London, and the conversation we
had there upon the best things. And when you left us, you looked -upon
me and my mother with so much tenderness, and said, 'May the Lord
bless you both.' Oh, how I felt those words, and thought, Oh that I was
good, that the Lord might bless me. How glad I should have been to
have spoken to and shaken hands with that dear minister, but I could not."
I shall not soon forget the last day and night that she was with me.
She would walk from room to room, wishing everything farewell; and the
last thing she visited and wept over was the easy chair, where she had
FINDING,
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s pent so many hOlli'S. Indeed, everything in the house was endeared' to
her, because she had tastod that the Lord was gracious. On our road to
Bath, I said, "I hope neither you nor I shall ever have any cause to
regr t this, your vi it to Olifton." She answared, "No, never, no, never,
shall I r gret it, but rather he glad. Oh, what that dear minister said!
it is sw ter to me now than it was while I was hearing him. Oh, it must
b of th Lord, to put it into his heart to think, and say, 'Who can tell
but that there might be a stranger present this night, who has come some
mil s, to whom these words belong: "There are not found that returned
to give glory to God, save this stranger.'" Ah, I thought, I am that poor
stranger. I do hope the Lord will teach me what and whose I Rm,the
same as He has taught you. Oh, I will try to be and to do better." I said,
"My dear, if you are a saved sinner, you will, in your feelings and discoveries of what you are by natui'e, and in your nature; instead of getting
better, you will get worse, because sure I am that dear Hart's statement
is a verity-' Not the righteous, sinners Jesus came to call.' But this is a
myst ry the Holy Ghost alone can make you to understand." When r
had pok nth se words she embraced me, and said, with great earnestness
and childlike simplicity, "I have it! I have it! although it is only like a
little gleam. I feel I want salvation, and is it not for those who feel this
want that Jesus came to save? Oh," she said, "do pray for me; I do
hope I am a chosen woman; and,' if so, then the Lord is sure to teach me
to love Him as I wish and want to love Him." Oh, I do long to be like
that Holy One, and to be with Him.
Her dear mother wrote me to say, that her daughter arrived home in
safety, and, for the first week, expected every day would be her last.
Fainting fits came upon her, but after a little time these fits left her; and
then her cough increased, and she would say to her, "Ah, mother, you
have no idea how ill I am; but I must not complain when I remember
what my dear Saviour suffered for me-to die my cursed death on the
cross. He had no kind mother, as I have, to smooth His pillow in His
dying moments; and His Father hid His face from Him, and forsook
Him." Then she would pray to be strengthened to bear her pains
without repining, and that the Lord would be with her, to make the
valley of death a lightsome vale.
" One day I left the room for a little time, and, when I returned, she
said, 'Oh, I have had such a lovely vision or dream; for I cannot tell
whether I was awake or asleep. I thought I was raised up upon the
bed, and I was clothed in white, and my hair that hung round my shoulders
was the colour of gold; and, oh, how beautiful I looked! And I thought
I called you all round me, and I said to you, " Look at the glorious Lord
J sus, there He is, look unto Him, and be ye saved." Then two angels
came and raised me very high above all the impediments of this lower
world.'
" Gen rally, from seven until twelve o'clock in the night, her sufferings
were great; then sho would say, 'I feel and wish my Heavenly Father
would bo ploased to tako me home to Himself; but hold: the cup which
He hath given me, shall I not drink it? yea, I will, even to the dregs,
if it is His will.'
" The last wook of her lifo was mostly spent in close and silent communion with her God and Saviour; and at times she would pray aloud, and
with such sweetness and power, that she has filled me with astonishment.
On the Saturday night before her death her breath became very short,
s s
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but I could hear her whisper and say,' 0 merciful Jesus, I come, I come
to Thee!' When her breathing improved, she said to me and her two
brothers, 'Oh, how kind you have been; you have waited upon me nigh t
and day; the Lord reward you. And I charge you, if it is His will, tha t
you meet me in that holy land, where there will be no more sickness, no
more sin, therefore no more parting.'
"The night before she died she slept very soundly, and awoke about seven
o'clock, and I gave her a little wine; and she said, 'I feel I must go to
sleep again ; -give me your hand, mother; don't)eave me; you will not, will
you, mother?' She then closed her eyes, and, I thought, was gone to
sleep; but, in a few minutes, I found it was the sleep of death."
DAUGUTElt OF TilE OLD PILGRIM.

SOPHY TANDY,
" AT Clifton, August 30, deeply regretted, SOPRY TANDY, aged 44." Such
was the first and bnly intimation of the departure of one of my very
highly-esteemed correspondents. She had been in delicate health for
some time; yea, for years she had been among the weak and the
suffering of the Lord's beloved ones. Of how many of the redeemed,
as appertaining to their wilderness condition, may it be said, "Lord, he
whom Thou lovest is sick" Disease and decay very commonly fall to
the earthly portion of' multitudes Wl:lom the Lord J ehovah has loved
with an everlasting love; and some of the sweetest lessons they learn
of the sympathy and tenderness of Jesus are learnt under a weak and
trembling and almost-exhausted frame. "Don't you feel the days
tedious, and the nights long?" said I one day, to a well-taught but
sorely-affiicted parishioner. "Oh, no," was her reply. "I love to be alone;
and the night my poor husband would make me have a light, I was not
nearly so comfortable." Here is indeed a marvellous instance of sustaining power and all-sufficient grace. For years has she been on the
bed of languishing; her body is literally more than half-dead, inasmuch
as she is perfectly paralyzed from her feet to her waist. Her poor husband, broken-hearted through his wife's long illness, was taken away
to a lunatic asylum and there died; but not the shadow of a murmur
escapes hel' lips. Her calm countenance does of itself bespeak her
perfect acquiescence in the mind of Him who" worketh all things after
the {)ounsel of His own will." Dear reader, when I want a lesson of contentment, when I would have a practical rebuke to my too-oft rebellious
heart, I love to drop in upon this intense sufferer, and there I sit in admiring
wonder of the Lord's faithfulness and divine goodness and all-sufficiency,
at the same time in the very dust of self-abasement and creature-loathing,
as I contemplate my forgetfulness and ingratitude for His unnumbered
mercies, in contrast to this most suffering one, a dependant, moreover,
upon parish-pay for the daily sustenance of hel" so weak and enfeebled
n·ame.
But dear SOPRY TARDY was the loved one about whom I was going to
write a word or two. Who that knew her can forget her bright countenan ,animated smile, and sweet spirit-enlivening words? Those word ,
sp01 n in her own silvery tones, seem to fall upon my ear at the mom nt
of' wl-iting. And yet, talented as she was, who had humbler vi. ws of
hersolf and her own abilities than SOrRY TARDY? Who, at iIro same
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time,' was more willing to spend aucl be spent in hor loved and loving Lord's
service? How glad was she to be of the least use to the very meanest
and obscure t of the Lord's children, or of any poor fellow-sinners. The
la t time met her she was returning with a dear mutual friend who had
ju t called at my hous , and I shall not easily forget her gratitude and
j y at my mention of having just seen one of her precious little books
adv rtised in an American journal; so anxious was she that the glad
tidings of a Saviour's love and mercy should be spread fl;Lr and wide-yea,
to th very ends of the earth-that the information I was thus enabled
to give, afforded her such real pleasure. Some of my readers will remember the account given last year of our old parishioners' tea-meeting.
That account was written by dear Miss T.AJ\TlJY, she having taken the
deepest possible interest in the engagements of that evening.
1'he forenoon on which the precious remains of this now glorified one
were committed to the silent grave was beautiful in the extreme. Those
who are Cl quainted with the picturesque Arnot's Vale Oemetery need no
words of mine to set forth its loveliness. Forming as it does an amphitheatre, and planted throughout with considerable taste and ingenuity,
such spot could scarcely be exceeded for the quiet reposing of the mortal
remains of those who sleep in Jesus. Oontiguous to the grave of SOPHY
TANDY are the mouldering but sacred relics of several I personally knew
and loved in the Lord. Two in particular, my interviews with whom on
their sick and dying beds I shall never forget, for their testimonies fill'
Jesus were rich and full and blessed.
With the few who followed the remains of Miss TANDY were those whe
attended her mothers' meeting in a neighboming parish. Among these
I believe there was not a dry eye. Nay, it was with greatest difficulty
the chaplain could read the impressive burial service. Again and again
was he almost choked for utterance. As I learned from one of the
mournful group who followed the deceased to her last resting-place,
Mis TANDY said but little in her last illness. It was more the quiet
l'ep sing in and waiting for her Lord, than anything of ecstatic joy.()l'
triumph. My informant saw her but two days before she died; all that
her prostrate frame was then equal to was a simple pressure of the hand.
Not a word could she speak. I thought that simple pressure of the hand
was significant, considering the terms upon which she and her friend
were, and the Ohristian fellowship which they had been wont to enjoy, I
thought that simple.pressure of the hand seemed to say, "He hath done
all things well;" "I have waited for Thy salvation, 0 Lord."
It was most touching to witness, at the close of the service, each of her
loved class come forward, in order to take a last look upon the coffin that
contained all that remained of one they loved so well. My heart was full
before, but, when I witnessed this, and the deep-yea, intense-emotion
of one of the few relatives who followed their loved one to the grave, I
was glad to turn away, that I might, in the retirement of that sweet
sequestered spot, weep also. As I walked homeward through those
winding and shady paths, I came unexpectedly upon the graves of some
I had personally known: one, in particular, to whom I had been introduced when I first visited Bristol, and who was the personal friend of
the never-to-he-forgotten M. A. WAY. They had joined each other
in tho bettor and brighter WOl'ld, although their mortal frames were
mouldering beneath the clods of earth. I said to myself, "Precious dust!
sleop on beneath your Saviour's watchful eye until He shall bid it rise
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again in His own image ;" and, with some faint hope that one day I
should be brought off more than conqueror, too, through Him who hath
loved us, I mentally sang" My flesh shall slumber in the ground.

Till th' archangel's trump shall sound;
Then burst my bonds with sweet surprise,
And in my Saviour's image rise.
"0 glorious hour, 0 bless'd abode,
I shall be near and like my God;
Nor flesh nor sin shall e'er control,
The sacred pleasures of my soul."
Farewell, dear SOPHY TANDY, until we meet" where the inhabitant never
says, I am sick, and where the people who dwell therein are forgiven
their iniquity."

Q1ge

~ruteztant ~eatnn.

TEN REASONS WHY ENGLISH OHRISTIANS SHOULD
SUPPORT THE IRISH OHUROH.
THE Remembrancer for September contains the following:1. Because the doctrines of the Ohurch of Rome, being anti-scriptural
and idolatrous, Irish Roman Oatholics are perishing for lack of knowledge.
2. Because God has blessed the efforts recently put forth by the Irish
branch of the United Ohurch for the conversion of Roman Oatholics with
the most marked success.
3. Because the Roman Oatholics of Ireland are manifesting a remarkable spirit of inquiry, and a very general desire to possess the Holy
Scriptures, which, by means of the Established clergy, have been largely
circulated amongst them.
4. Because the Roman Oatholic authorities themselves acknowledge the
success of the National Ohurch, and deplore the conseq'uent spread of Protestant principles.
5. Because the assumption of Romish priests can only be effectually kept
in,check by the legal status of the E tablished clergy.
6. Because the blessinge of the Reformation nj yed in Ireland were
partially eclipsed by English Prote tants granting atholic emancipation.
7. Because the Irish Ohurch is thoroughly awake to its responsibility
as a Ohristian church-its bishops and clergy, as a body, preaching only
Scriptural truths.
8. Because the successful struggle which the Ohurch of Ireland has
begun to wage with Popery cannot fail to exercise an important influence
on the Protestant creed throughout the world.
9. Because in Ireland converts from the Roman Oatholic faith to the
truth as it is in Jesus are severely persecuted; and the dis-establishment
of the Ohurch will be a powerful check to the further spread of the truth
among th9 people.
10. Because a blessing will descend on all English Ohristians who, in a
~l' y rful spirit, will assist to build up and maintain a Ohurch which has
for her ole object the glory of God in the conversion of immortal souls.
Kingston, August 13th, 1868.
P. HENRY GOOD, M.A.
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"Oan ye ]Jot diseern the signs of the times? "-MA'l"!. xvi. 3.

WE' have been again reminded of the uncertainty of human life by one
of the most terrible railway accidents that has ever occurred in this
country. The express mail train between London and Holyhead ran into
some waggons which had become detached from a goods train, and which
were laden with petroleum; the inflammable oil took fire from the 'engine,
and thirty-three persons, unable to get out of the carriages, were burnt
alive. Not a sound, not a scream, it appears, escaped them; suffocated
in all probability by the smoke of the burning oil, in a few moments they
were unconsciously hurried into eternity. What a fearful catastrophe!
What a warning to the thoughtless, the worldly! "Be ye also ready; for
in su h an hour as ye think not the Son of Man cometh."
Appalling accounts reach .us of earthquakes, which have taken place in
the Sandwich Islands and in Peru. The loss of life and the destruction
of property is said to be enormous; but it is hoped that the account has
been to some extent exaggerated. In the Sandwich Islands it is stated
that "the earth opened in many places, and a tidal wave, sixty feet
high, rose over the tops of the cocoa trees a quarter of a mile inland,
sweeping human beings, houses, and everything moveable before it. A
terrible shock prostrated churches and houses, and killed many persons.
In all, one hundred lives were lost, besides a thousand horses and cattle.
The craters vomited fire, rock, and lava, and a river of red-hot lava, five
or six miles long, flowed to the sea at the rate of ten miles per hour, destroying everything before it, and forming an island in the sea. A new
crater, two miles wide, opened, and threw rocks and streams of fire a
thousand feet into the air, and from it streams of lava rolled to the sea.
A column of smoke, seven miles and four-fifths in altitude, was thrown out
of Mauna Loa, obscuring everything for miles around, save where
the bright spiral pillars of fire flashed up from the mouth of the
volcano. The sight was one of the grandest but most appalling
ever witnessed, and almost defies description. At one time the
illumination was visible at night fifty miles distant. The lava was
pushed out from the shore one mile. At Waischina, three miles
from the shore, a conical island rose suddenly, emitting a column of steam
and smoke, while the Komo packet was passing, spattering mud on the
vessel. The greatest shock occurred April 2-a great shower of ashes
and pumice. During the great shock the swinging motion of the earth
was dreadful, so violent that no person could stand. In the midst of
this tremenuous shock, an eruption of red earth poured down the mountain, l'ushing across the plain thl'ee miles in three minutes, and then
ceased. 'rhen came the great tidal wave, and then the streams of lava.
The villages on the shore were all· aestroyed by this wave. 'fhe earth
opened under the sea, and reddened the water. The earth eruption
,swallowed thirty persons, and the sea many more. Dreadful suffering
and terror prevaileu in the district, and the whole region was affected.
The sloop Live Yi~nkee has been despatched with provisions, &c., to rescue
-and relieve." .
.
Co~derable disquietude continues to prevail on the continent. Rumours

552

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

of war are continually floating about, and each nation appears to be suspicious of the other. A speech, delivered by the King of Prussia, JutS
increased this uneasiness, for, whilst promising peace, the words used had
such a defiant tone, that they seem rather to betoken war. And thc
words and attitude of the Emperor of France are not more reassuring.
Rome, too, is in a similar condition. It is stated that the French troops
are ordered to be withdrawn, but that a vehement protest has been
uttered against this from the Vatican. Implements of war are being supplied to the Pope by the" faithful," in prospect, probably of some impending emergency, and it is rumoured that another attack is being
organized against the old city.
Speaking of Rome reminds us of tho statoment recently made by a
Roman Catholic priest in a chapel in London. Rome was, ho said, hallowed ground; the very atmosphere was religious; it was the most moral
city on the face of the earth (!). Unfortunately for the veracity of this
statement, a mass of indisputable facts contradicts it. A return obtained
by Sir John Bowring, at the instance of Lord Palmerston, shows that not
long ago there were, at one time, five hundred and eiqhty murderers lying in
prison in Rome, out of a population of three millions! If the murderers
in London bore an equal proportion to those in Rome, we should have
three or four hundred a-year, or some six or eight every week. In the
year in which Sir John Bowring's inquiry took place, there were 4,374
children born in Rome, 3,160 of whom were sent to the Foundling Hospitals! indicating an amount of immorality positively appalling; and yet
this is said to be "the most moral city on the face of the earth." '1'he
present Dean of Canterbury, Dr. Alford (a man whom no one would probably accuse of bigotry), recently visited Rome, and he has published his
experience of its morality and religion. The following are a few
specimens : "On Saturday, February 20, 1864, two young men, clerks of Signor
Baldini, were.conveying home from the office to their master's bank the
money remaining after the day's transactions. They· conveyed it in a
hired carriage. At half-past seven o'clock, in the Via in Lucina, within
seventy paces of the crowded Corso, the carriage was stopped by six armed
men, who dI'agged the clerks out, killed them, and took away the money,
£1,700.. The murderers scaped, and never were taken. The universal
conviction was, that the polic were privy to the whole b.'ansa tion.
"We enter the church of S. Maria sopra Min rva. After, perhaps, an
hour of service of different kind , in which the people take no part what, ever, we see, by the stir which is going on, and the passing out and in
between the winter choir and the sacristy, that something is about to be
done. At last a silken canopy appears, borne on four poles at the corners.
A priest goes up to the altar, and lifts a white cloth, which had previously
during the service been concealing something beneath, as is the case on
the Communion-table of our English churches, when the elements a:bout
to be consecrated are placed there before Morning Prayer. And now, if my
English read.er had been present, I believe he would have felt what I felt-a
glow of shame heating his cheek-shame for our disgraced Ohristianityshame for our very nature itself-when the object thus reverently concealed
proved to be a wax doll, about eighteen inches in length. This the priest to k
in bis arms with gestures of reverence; and it was borne round the chUl' h,
undor tb anopy, in solemn procession, with candles held, by each D minican. Wb n the head of the procession reached the end of what w in
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England should call the south aisle (churches in Rome are built without
regard to east and west), he stood still, and faced down the aisle. Each
member of the body, as he came up, having given his candle into the
hand of an att ndant, who extinguished it, l'everently approached the doll,
kissed its to s, and, bowing, touched them with his forehead. Nor was
this qll. When v ry one in the procession had done this, the priest delivored tho doll to another, apparently inferior in rank, who took it to a
sid , over which was a presepe, a representation of the manger, with St.
J os ph and St. Mary. In this manger the doll was eventually deposited;
but, first, a rail was run out into the church, like the rail at which our
'communicants kneel, and at that rail the people flocking kne:t by relays,
while the doll was carried round again and again, each person, as the
Dominicans had done, kissing its toes, and touching them reverently with
the forehead. Here is another specimen: A friend of mine, shocked at
his profanity, asked him, 'Do you forget who Ohrist is, that you thus
blaspheme Him?' 'Bah,' answered the man, 'I'm not afraid of Him
(non no paura di lui).' ' Whom, then, do you fear?' pursued my friend.
, Vi dilro ' (I will t 11 you), was the answer of the mftn, as he approached the
questioner, and whispered in his ear, 'Ho pa~lra delta Madonna, rna non di
lui,'-' I'm afraid of the Madonna, but not of Him.''' As a writer in the
Advertiser remarks, "If this is to be called a religion at all, it is a false
religion, a religion scarcely any better than that of Mohammed or Buddhu.
And hence we feel no surprise that, under such a system, the morals of
Rome are no better than those of Persia or of Burmah." The number of
churches in Rome is upwards of 300; the population a:lcording to the last
census, was 201, :61 ; consequently there is one church for every 670 persons, in which the mummorios of Popery are continuftllyenacted (for no
other kind of hurches or chapels are tolerated there on any consideration).
Ought not this to be sufficient to satis~y every requirement? We should
imagine so, but not so "Archbishop" Manning; he actually held a meeting in London tho other day for the purpose of collecting funds for bnilding another church in Rome, and earnestly impressed on his hearers the
necessity of relaxing their purse-strings in honour of St. Thomas, whose
ancient church at Rome had been destroyed in evil times. St. Thomas, in
Monsignor Manning's opinion, possesses peculiar claims on the generosity
of English Roman Oatholics, having died a martyr to the principle of the
separation of Ohurch and State!
.
From the judicial statistics of Ireland, we learn that much larger numbers of constabulary are required, in proportion to the population, in
Roman Catholic than in Protestant counties. The following statistics are
from the census of 1861: The population of the county of Antrim is
247,564; the population of Tipperary is 249,106. Bnt while 272 policemen are sufficient to preserve the peace in Antrim, 1,122, or more than
four times the nnmber, are required to keep the peace in Tipperary.
N oarly the same disproportion prevails in other counties. The Be?fcIst News
Letter ascribos this difference to religion, and asserts that where Roman
Oatholics prodominate there the police establishment is numerous and
costly; but in every county which has a Protestant majority of inhabitants, the constabulary force is small and has little to do. The same disproportion is ob ervable with regard to the number of criminals; thus,
while Roman Oatholics are less than one-third of the population of the
county Antrim, they supply a larger number of prisoners than the Protestant two-thirds. The contrast is still greater in Londonderry and
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Fermanagh. The whole number of Protestants in Ireland bear to Roman
Catholics the proportion of thirteen to forty-three. But Protestant
prisoners committed in 1860 bore to the Roman Catholics the proportion
of only six to forty-five, the total being '1,3\)1 rrotestants, against 29,263
Roman: Catholics.
We are glad to hear that the Spaniard, J ulian Vargas, who was
thrown into the prison of Malaga on suspicion of holding and promulgating Protestant doctrines, has been liberated on bail.
We are .also thankful to learn that the obstacles to the progress of the
Gospel in Mexico, thrown in the way by Romish influence, have been completely removed, so that there is now everywhere an open field. The
Roman Catholic priests are compelled to wear citizens' dress; religious
processions are forbidden. Evangelical tracts are in great demand among
the people. And it is stated that the governor of the provinces recently
remarked that" there had been enough of man-worship in Mexico, and
that it was time for the people to begin to worship God."
Two remarkable and very forcible protests have been made against the
policy of Mr. Gladstone in reference to the Irish Church by two of his
staunchest adherents-the one by the eminent lawyer Sir Roundell
Palmer, and the other by Mr. William Rathbone Greg, who has been an
enlightened and zealous supporter of the liberal cause for nearly half a
century. Sir Roundell still expresses warmly his admiration of Mr.
Gladstone, and his adherence to the party of which he is the acknowledged chief, but he most decidedly objects to his movement against the
Protestant Church in Ireland, both on the ground of its inexpediency and
its injustice. Mr. Greg expresses his views in a letter addressed to the
Pall Mall Ga%cttc equally as clearly. He says: "I believe the course of
proceeding into which Mr. Gladstone has led his party in reference to the
;I:rish Church to be mistaken, dangerous, 'untimely, and entered upon
without any distinct or comprehensive foresight of its consequences. I
cannot perceive the sagacity or profoundness of a policy which proposes
to weaken and disarm a Church which is friendly to the British connexion
and the Imperial rule, in order to gratify, without attempting to control,
or curb, or neutralize, a Church which of late years has shown itself
inimical to both."
Mr. Greg clearly and at length shows the folly of such a policy, and
the evils which it would bring upon the country, and he concludes:
" It would go' well only with the Church of Rome, which, with its mighty
organization, its persistent dogmatism, its unflinching pretensions, and its
relentless grasp, would stand forth contrasting, unique, and dominant,
amid the circumambient conflict and confusion, offering shelter to wel;Lry
and bewildered victims, crying out in their perplexity" , 0 quis me gelidis in vallibus Hffimi
Sistat, et ingenti ramorum protegat umbra P' "
By Charles William Smith, Professor of Elocution. London: Simpkin, Marshall and Co.-This is a
shilling work deserving the special attention of clergymen, ministers, and
all engaged in public speaking, comprising, as it does, the most practically careful observations of the best writers on elocution, with many
others suggested by the author's own experience. The book bofor us
will prove an invaluable aid to all public speakers, and professional
men who at any time have to take part in public speaking or debate.
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