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"Who comforteth us iu all our tribulatiou, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

DIVINE PROTEOTION; OR, THE SAFETY OF THE
OHILDREN OF GOD.
" He shall d/cell on high.' his place of defence shall be the mun'itions of
1·ocks.' bread shall be given him,. his waters shctll be sure. Thine eyes
shall see th6 King in His beauty.' they shall behold the la·nd that is very
far i{Zt:"-ISAIAH x:sxii.i. 16, 17.

BELOYED READERs,-The life of a believer is very much that of
From the nature of those divine principles of which, in
regeneration, he is made the partaker, he must" come out from the
world, and be separate, and touch not the unclean thing." He is
called, in the exercise of that new and flpiritual life into which he
has been begotten by the sovereign and gracious power of the Holy
Ghost, to "deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to live soberly,
and righteously, and godly, in this present world." He is called to
" deny himself, take up his cross daily, and follow Ohrist." This
may be easily written or read, but the putting it into practice is a totally
different thing. It necessarily entails an amount of odium and reproach that are most repugnant to the pride and self-love of the
human heart. Still it is wonderful how the Lord supports and maintains His people in their self-sacrifices for Him. He forewarned them
of what their position should be in the present life-that "they
should be hated of all men for His sake;" but He graciously declared
also, that those who" endured to the end should be saved."
In regard to J ehovah's sustaining power, in connexion with a bold
ancl fearless advocacy of His cause, what a striking and encouraging
example is given with respect to Elijah! No sooner had the prophet
declar(jd, in his holy zeal for the Lord of hosts, " As the Lord God of
Israelliveth, there shall not be dew nor ruin these years, but accord-
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ing to my word," than" the word of the Lord oame to him, saying, " Get thee henoe, and turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by
'the brook Oherith, that is before J Ol'dan. And it shall be that thou
shalt drink of the brook; and I have oommanded the ravens to feed
thee there." Thus we have significant proof of the Lord's interest
in and special oare over His servant; and that in the work to whioh
he was oalled he should be proteoted and provided for. And, dear
readers, may we not appeal to suoh of you as have been led to declare
yourselves on. the Lord's side, and even oontented to forego personal
oonsiderations and worlc1ly advanoement, so that His kingdom and
His interests' should be promoted,-have you not found speoial
strength, and beheld, again and again, His own kind and graoious
interposition on your behalf? Did any ever, think you, regret what
they did for the Lord? Was any loss, or any privation, or any
affiiction for oonscience and for the truth's sake, a matter for permanent
sorrow and lasting regret ? We say-and that most emphatioallynever! Sure we are that, whilst there was One who once declared,
"Ye oannot serve God and mammon," so with equal truth did the
self-same Almighty One -also declare, "There is no man that hath
left house, or parents, or brethren, or wife, or children, for the kingdom of God's sake, who shall not receive manifold more in this
present time, and in the world to come life everlasting" (Luke xviii.
29, 30).
Now, mark, dear reader, the character upon whom the blessing in
our text is he conferred; it is he who is desoribed in the preoeding verse
as "He that walketh righteously, and speaketh uprightly; he that
despiseth -the gain of oppressions, that shaketh his hands from holding
of bribes, that stoppeth his ears from hearing of blood, and shutteth
his eyes from seeing evil" (Isaiah xxxiii. 15).
In our last, beloved, we spoke of his high privilege as "dwelling
on high;" raised to the sweet and sacred contemplations of all the
oovenant verities oonnected and identified with tLe grand and glorious
scheme of redemption as existing in the eternal mind of -J ehovah,
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; a scheme as clear in the conceptionas oomprehensive in the details-as sure of accomplishment as a wise,
and graoious, and all-sufficient God could make it. To this redemption-plan there appertains not so much as the semblance of an oversight in tile -arrangement, nor the veriest shade of oontingency or
uncertainty in the execution. It is so minute as to embrace even the
numbering of the hairs of the head of each and every redeemed
sinner; it is so vast as to comprehend the rescue from the Adam-fa.ll·
and the eternal glorification of the whole election of grace. Over the
heads of this one redeemed family-a "multitude which no man can
number "-floats the banner of Immanuel, on whioh is insoribed, in
oharaoters of love and blood, this blessed deolaration, "The foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them
that are His."
Beloved, amid all the dying oiroumstanoes and ever-varying phases
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of our poor pilgrim-life, ho,w sweet is the contemplation of these great
and glorious verities! There are some of us who, amid the aches and
the pains, the darkness and the depression, the clouds and the conflict, inseparable from pilgrimage, know not what, alas! would be
the consequences if there were not at least some little comfort and
consolation arising from doctrinal stability, or, in other words, from
a conviction that J ehovah is " of one mind, and none'can turn Him,
and that what He purposeth that He doeth." His unohangeable
love, His sQvereign pleasure, His inexhaustible mercy, His boundless
compassion, His covenant pledge, His marvellous forbearance, His
omnipotent power; oh, what a sacred and what an inconceivably
satisfactory theme is this to dwell upon! Well may the poet sing ;"Unchangeable His love,
Though fickle be my frame;
His loving heart is still
Immutably the same:
Did Jesus once upon me shine,_
Then Jesus is for ever mine."

We pass on, however, to consider the protection that is here promised: "His place of defence shall be the munitions of rocks." Now,
circumstanced as we are in this country, we can but very imperfectly
enter into the full meaning of this kind and gracious promise. Those,
however, who are familiar with travel, and are acquainted with the
nrious fastnesses, and strongholds, and rocky heights of foreign climes;
will at once see the force and the beauty of this promise. Our
readers will remember the but-too-famous Affghan war, with that
terrible mountain-pass in which so many of our brave troops were
destroyed. Now, the enemies from their elevated position, and sheltered as they were behind he jutting rocks, were under no apprehension of personal danger. It is, "e believe, very generally believed
that, in respect to the still more recent war, had the despicable king
Theodore held out, it would have been a moral impossibility to have
taken Magdala, such was the security which its natural formation
had given it, or rather the all-wise and all-powerful Creator had
appointed it. We read, moreover, of David's strongholds; of his
being pursued by Saul, and being screened behind the ridges in the
caves of the mountains. All this goes to show the force of the figure
made use of in our text, and that. marvellous security vouchsafed to
the people of God; "His place of defence shall be the munitions of
rocks."
Ah, yes, and what mind can indite-what tongue tell-what pen
record, the safety of those whose "place of defence is (not merely)
the munitions of rocks," but round about whom J ehovah is as "a
wall of fire and the glory in their midst?" Yea," whoso toucheth
them toucheth the apple of His eye." "In the time of trouble,"
says the psalmist, "He shall hide me in His pavilion; in the secret
of His tabernacle shall He hide me; He shall set me up upon a
rock." Again, we read, "The angel of the Lord encampeth round
about them that fear Him, and delivereth them." The security of-
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the people of God, amid their apparently imminent dangers and
perils, is most precious to contemplate. Dear believer, be assured
the same safety is vouchsafed now as in the prophet's day. "And
his servant said unto him, Alas! my master! how shall we do?
And he answered, Fear not, for they that be with us are more than
they that be with them. And Elisha prayed, and said, Lord, open
his eyes, that he may see. And the Lord opened the eyes of the
young man; and he saw, and, behold, the mountain was full of
horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha."
There is another mercy with respect to this secmity, beloved, that
we would not overlook, and that is the sweet calmness and the
precious fearlessness which the Lord, in the midst of seeming
danger and inseourity, is pleased to impart to His dear children.
Some of us know this experimentally, and that, too, as a marvellous
set off against much natural fear and constitutional nervousness. The
presence of a sweet serenity and a heavenly calm, under these circumstances, is the more marked, and the more evidentially and conspicuously of God ! We read of "the sword without and the terror within;" of their (the wicked) being" in great fear where no fear was."
Again, we read of those whose" eyes stand out with fatness," and
who" have more than their heart could wish;" but we read also of
these very persons, "How are they brought into desolation as in a
moment! they are 1(,tterly consumed with terrors I" By which we
learn that, whilst men of natural courage, boldness, and intrepidity,
and with respect to whom nothing humanly would seem to intimidate
or alarm, find in a moment their self-possession and undauntedness
forsake them, and leave them a prey to the most terrible of terrorism
and dismay-the child of God,~ natmally, it may be, as we have
seen, sensitive, timid, fearful to. the last extreme-is equally of a
sudden, and in_ circumstances of deepest necessity, possessed, not
merely with a placidity, and a calm, and a serenity perfectly supernatural, but, in times of imminent peril, possessed also with a courage
and a fearlessness that has astonished their enemies. Witness this with
respect to the stripling's going forth to meet the giant of Gath, and
mark not onlythe coUrage and the self-possession of Elijah, but his bit~er
sarcasm and inimical irony when defying the dunghill gods of Baal.
"And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said,
Cry aloud, for he is a god: either he is talking, or he is pmsuing, or
he is in ajourney, or peradventme he sleepeth, and must be awaked."
There is one thought more, beloved, before we pass on, and that
is this: do you think that the Lord would give all this calmness and
courage and blessed fearlessness to His dear children according to
their necessity in times of trouble and difficulty and danger, when on
pilgrimage, and not vouchsafe to them the same equally in the
closing-up of the same? By which we mean, shall they be supported
and shall they be emboldened to meet-to confront-to l'ejoice over
every foe on pilgrimage, and be put to shame-or even be the subject
of fear-when they come, at the completion of that pilgrimage, to
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meet. ilie last enemy? N ay, we believe, in spite of all that Satan
may suggest to the contrary, and all that constitutional infirmity or
natural fear and timidity may awaken .within, at the last critical
juncture, and in the final dread conflict, there shall be -such a marked
realization of the presence and power of their great and gracious
Deliverer, as shall enable them exultingly and triumphantly to say,
"0 death, where is thy sting? 0 grave, where is thy victory?"
Reader, we believe from our inmost soul that, at that time and under
those circumstances, there shall be a holy, a blessed, an inconceivably
happy participation in the glorious triumphs of Him who, ages
before His incarnation and mediatorial conquests, exclaimed, "I will
ransom them from the power of the grave: I will redeem them from
death. 0 death, I will be thy plagues: 0 grave, I will be thy
destruction: repentance shall be hid from mine eyes."
Dear reader, may the Lord the Spirit enable you and ourselves to
enter into all the fulness and blessed reality of these divine verities!
May they instrumentally lift us above all our natural fears and
fleshly infirmities! At the moment of writing the eye dropped upon
that precious assurance, as though the Lord would have us quote it
for your encouragement. Here it is: "They shall not be ashamed
that wait jar me. Shall the prey be taken from the mighty, or the lawful
capth'e delivered?"

Personally, we are free to confess our deep regret is that we should
ever, even for a moment, call in question Divine wisdom, or love, or
faithfulne:. We often tell the Lord, if He is but as merciful, and
as gracious, and as bountiful in the futttre as He has been in the past,
we shall pe perfectly satisfied: for, with respeot to the past, with .all
its numberless trials and affiictions, we are bound to say that "He
has done all things well;" nor would we have one thing altered.
Oh, then, for that simple childlike faith, that we may be enabled. to
rest in Him for the future, leaving to His wisdom, and His love, and
power, the direction and control of all!
"'Tis enough that Thou shouldst care,
Why should I the burden beal~?"
" This God is the God we adore,
Our faithful, unchangeable Friend;
Whose love is as large as His power,
And neither knows measure nor end.
'Tis Jesus, the First and the Last,
Whose Spirit must guide us safe home;
We'll pmise Him for all that is past,
And t1'ust Him for all that's to come."

Lord, Lord, give us grace so to do, we earnestly pray Thee! Faith
is Thine own sovereign gift. Thou, and Thou alone it is, that doth
bestow it; and it is Thou, and Thou only, canst nourish and
strengthen it, Thou, dearest Immanuel, art the Author, and Thou
must be the Finisher of faith. "Lord, increase our faith!" "Lord,
we believe; help Thou our unbelief!" And do grant, we pray Thee,
that we may,:by the putting forth of Thine own power in us, be lifted
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up above all fleshly fears-above all surrounding appearances-above
all passing circumstances-above all Satanic influences! And enable
us, we pray Thee, to come before Thee, from time to time, with a
"Do as Thou hast said!" "Be it unto us, 0 Lord, according to
Thy word! " Amen and amen.
We come, however, dear reader, to the next clause in this sweet
portion: "Bread shall be given him; his waters shall be sure."
Now, it would have been very merciful and very gracious had the
Lord said, '~His bread and water shall be sUl'e;" but, as though He
would be plainer, more definite, additionally assuring, He condescendingly makes the promise in this double or twofold way, "Bread shall
be given him; his waters shall be sure." And, dear reader, whatever
our own base hearts or Satan may suggest in opposition, we believe
from our inmost soul that it shall be even as the Lord has spoken.
We have nothing whatever to do with appearances, or with what
poor carnal reason may say to the contrary : "Blind unbelief is sure to err,
And scan His work in vain;
God is His own Interpreter,
And He will make it plain."

Oh, it is so blessed, beloved, when the Lord is pleased to give that
simple childlike faith by which He enables us to trust in Him, and
, repose upon Him, in the very face of the most adverse circumstances!
" The Lord hath spoken!" That is enough for faith. That was a
blessed position of the prophet when he had been inwardly moved
and irresistibly prompted to declare to Ahab, "Get thee up, eat and
drink, for there is a sound of abundance of rain." Where was there
that sound [or noise] of abundance of rain? In faith' 8 hearing;
not in the natural ear. Did any hear it but Elijah? Oertainly not.
Then comes the wrestling, the watching, the waiting. Reader, do
you know anything of it? "And Elijah went up to the top of
Oarmel." [When some special plea is to be presented, or some close
wrestling at the throne, there is sure to be a drawing off from the
creature, and a seeking to be closeted with the Lord-oh, how blessed
. the contact!] "And he cast himself down upon the earth, and put his
face between his knees." [Becoming position, dear reader, for a poor
sinful suppliant, when seeking to approach unto and to plead with
the holy and the righteous One-yea, the God of the whole earth.]
"And said to his servant, Go up, now, look toward the sea." [The
prophet must be left alone. Not even his servant must be with him.]
" And he went up, and looked, and said, There is nothing." [Ah,
reader, this is the test~here is at once the trial and the triumph of
faith. Flesh and reason say, "It is false, you are deceived, there is
nothing;" but faith says, " Go again seven times "-perfect number.
And what a wrestling and what a waiting time the interval! Oh,
who can imagine the depth and the ardour of the prophet's plea at
that most critical juncture? Mark, dear reader, what the Holy Ghost
has said upon this precious subject, by the mouth of the apostle
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J ame-s: "Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he
prayed earnestly that it might not reign: and it rained not on the
earth by the space of three years and six months. And he prayed
again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her
fruit" (James v. 17, 18). Oh, what an encouragement to prayer is
this !J "And it came to pass at the seventh time, that he said,
Behold, there ariseth a little cloud out of the sea, like a man's haJ;ld."
Mark, dear reader, "a little cloud "-the openings of J ehovah's providence are commonly so minute, seemingly so insignificant, such
unlooked-for and unlikely means; "rising," too, "out of the s'ea."
Ab, from the very bosom of that vast blank-out of the very depths
of the forbidding and seemingly-destructive element. Deliverance is
to come from this: And, further, " like a man's hand." Is there not
something special in this, dear reader? Was it of mere chance,
think you, that Elijah's servant was thus prompted to express himself? Is there not a glorious Gospel truth couched in the saying?
Does it :q.ot intimate that J ehovah's best gifts to man were to be
communicated through the medium of humanity?-that Jesus, the
omnipotent One-co-equal 'and co-eternal with the Father and the
ever-blessed Spirit-was to take human nature into union with the
divine, and that as man He was to serve and as man He was to
suffer? "His own arm brought salvation." Again, is there not
another idea plainly suggested by this fact, namely, that the Lord
commonly vouchsafes deliverance to His people by means of men?
He uses this one and commissions that one to go and minister to the
wants of His poor and needy ones. All hearts are in His hands,all circumstaJ1ces and all events under His divine direction and
control. Nothing is hidden from Him, nor is He in the leastwise
indifferent to or regardless of His people. He is cognizant of every
pain, familiar with every trial, reads the language of each sigh and
of every tear. ¥oreover, He graciously adapts Himself to all the
varied positions -of His dear children. "In all the£r affliction He is
afflicted."
Beloved, in the gracious fulfilment of this divine promise, "His
bread shall be given him, and his waters shall be sure," it is so sweet
and refreshing to contemplate the various ways in which the Lord
ratifies His word. He first brings His dear children down into the
very depths of trial or affliction, or dark and drear necessity, and
then, in the face of difficulty and seeming desertion, worketh "wondrously." Independently of all human interference or creatme·
resort, He directs this instrument or that to administer to His poor
distressed child, proving by the very way in which He works how
His ear was open to the cry of His oppressed ones. By way of
example, we will quote one instance, out of the thousands upon
thousands which, we doubt not, are daily in sweet and blessed
operation, under the gracious direction and control of our Goel.
Since this article was commenced, two of Zion's pilgrims met,
as we say casually, in the street. One had passed his threescore
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years and ten, and had been called indeed to witness" great and SOl'S
troubles." With respect to the other, when about to walk in his
usual direction, a something seemed to say to him, "Don't go this
way, but that." He immediately followed the prompting, when,
scarcely had he turned off in the other direction than he met the
aged pilgrim before alluded to. " Well, how are you?" " Not
well, thank you." "Why? what's the matter?" "I am very low
-very depressed. But for - - ' s kindness I should have been in
the union, a,nd I sometimes think even now that I shall come to the
union after all." "Never!" was the answer. "You will never
come to the union. It reminds me of one who, many years ago,
once said to me, ' I fear sometimes I shall come to the union, after
all.' 'Never,' said I; 'tlie only union you will ever know
anything about is that which exists between the Lord and His
dear people.' I visited that old pilgrim afterwards, upon his death~
bed-which was indeed a peaceful one-and reminded him of what
had passed in our former conversation. It cheered his heart, ani~
mated his soul, and led him to testify afresh to the gooclness and
faithfulness of His God." Now, from what followed, we have not
the smallest doubt that it was the Lord had the ordering of the meeting of those two pilgrims just at that moment; and that it was to be
a further illustration of the truth of His word, "His bread shall be
given him, and His waterS' shall be sure."
Here again, dear reader, for the present we leave the subject. May
God bless His word to your souls; and, when it is well with you,
may He give you grace to remember before Him your brother in
tribulation, but in the hope of eternal life,
St. Lt6ke's, Bedminster, Sept. 10, 1869.
THE EDITOR.
0

EFFEOTS OF THE B:OLY SPIRIT.

:MARK the rain that falls from above, and the same shower that fu'oppeth
out oof one cloud increaseth sunw:y plants in a garden, and severally,
apcording to the condition of every plant; in one stalk it makes a rose,
in another a violet, divers in a third, and sweetening all. So the Spirit
works its multiformous effects in several complexions, and all according'
to the increase of God. Is thy habit and inclination choleric? Why,
try thyself i~ thou .be :ery apt to be zealous in a good cause,. and it turns
thy natural mfirmlty mto holy heat. Is melancholy predommant ? The
grace of God will turn that sad humour into devotion, prayer, and mortifying thy.pleasures to die unto the world. Is thy temperature sanguine
and cheerful? The goodness W God will allow it unto thee in thy civil
life, in a good mean; but over and abo.e, it will make thee bountiful,
easy to pardon injuries, glad of reconciliations, comfortable to the distressed, always rejoicing in the Lord. Is a man fearful? If this freezing
disease, which is in thee from thy mother's womb, be not absolutely
cured yet the Holy Ghost will work upon it, to make thy conscience
tende~, wary to give no offence, to °make thee pitiful, penitent, contrite,
ready to weep for thy transgressions.
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REOOGNITION IN A FUTURE STATE.

~

WHAT! are our dear ones who -have died in Ohrist lost to us for ever?
When we have watched by their bedside, and seen them draw their last
breath, are we never to know them again? Such a thought is distressing
indeed; but we do not believe that such is the will of God concerning Hi8
children. We believe we shall recognize them in a future state, and the
hope of a reunion in another world is a source of great comfort and consolation. And, as this subject must be one of general interest to the
Lord's family, it is laid upon our heart at this season to dwell upon it.
May He guide us into truth, that we may not err in our judgment and
tracings! We believe we shall recognize our dear ones who have died in
Ohrist, because1. We have the confirmation of it 1:n the Scriptures, which are the revealed
will of God; and we put this foremost, because our assurance is not
founded upon sentiment, but upon the Scriptures. And this is important;
for opinions are not to be depended upon-they are various and uncertain.
"For what saith the Scriptures ?" is the all-important point: not" What
are our views clothed with the Scriptures?" No, the Scriptures should
be .our guide, not ourselves the guide of the Scriptures-an error prevalent enough in the present day. We much like good Bishop Hurd's
words:" Wait till He shall Himself disclose
Things now beyond thy reach·;
But listen not, my child, to those
Who the Lord's secrets teach.
" Who teach thee more than He has taught
Tell more than He l'evealed,
Preach tidings which He never brought,
And read what He left sealed."
What is revealed must be, then, our guide on this and every other point;
and we shall see that it is according to the Scriptures, if we mark
n. It was the expectation of the worthies. For example, it was good old
J acob's expectation concerning J oseph, when the wicked brethren took
Joseph's coat, dipped in the blood of goats, to the sorrowing patriarch.
"He knew it, and said, It is my son's coat; an evil beast hath devourecl
him; J oseph is without doubt rent in pieces. And J acob rent his clothes,
and put sackcloth upon his loins. And all his sons and all his daughters
rose up to comfort hlIll; but he refused to be comforted; and he said, For
I wilt go down into the grave unto my son mourning." A gleam 6f solace burst
into the heart of the poor distressed parent, when he thought that after
his decease he should rejoin and know his son in the kingdom of God.
Again, the same fact consoled the contrite spirit of the erring Davic1.
Nathan, by his striking parable of the poor man's ewe lamb, had brought
home the sin to David's door, and the child, the fruit of that sin, was doomed
to die as a mark of the divine displeasure. David felt it deeply. "And he
said, While the child was yet alive, I fasted and wept: for I said, Who can
tell whether God will be gracious to me, that the child may live? But now
Q Q
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he is dead, wherefore should I fast? can I bring mm back again? I
SHALL GO TO HIM, BUT HE SHALL NOT RETURN TO ME."
His consolation was that he should" GO TO HIM," but what comfort
could there have been in this anticipation, if he was never more to recognize his departed child? And it is not likely that David's would be a
mistaken joy; Jor, however mUQh he had shown the infirmities of the flesh,
yet in spiritual matters he was signally inspired and taught of God, and,
having acknowledged with true repentance of heart his folly, may we not
take it that the Spirit of God, with a view to comfort him and all
pelievers to _the end of time,' cheered him with the anticipation, "I
shall-go to him, but he shall not return to me," and a contrary belief can
only be fraught with distress. Furthermore~II. It is in accordance with the teacMng of our Lord.-Our blessed Lord,
when surrounded by His disciples, upon one occasion said to them, "And
I say unto you, that many shall come from the east and west, and SHALL
SIT DOWN WITH ABRAHAM: AND lsAAC AJ.'ffi JACOB IN THE KINGDOM: OF HEAVEN."
Here the happiness of the glorified ones is represented by a festive gathering, or, as it is elsewhere described, the marriage-supper of the Lamb. It
woulq. be a curious marriage-supper if the guests held no converse with
one another, and recognized not their blood-bought relations. But our
Lord taught that they shall sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,three illustrious patriarchs whose lives have been so familiar to them
throughout their pilgrimage. They shall distinguish them and others in
the mansions of bliss, and the very recognition will cause them to glorify
the Lamb the more. Reader, do we not as Ohristians get familiar with
the lives of the prophets, apostles, and saints, who have gone before?
Do we not live, as it were, often in fellowship with the apostle Paul and
the beloved John, feeling that tliey express our desires, and convey to us
by their writings the beauties of our Lord? Why should death cause us
no more to be acquainted with them? The idea is painful, and unlike
the working of a God of love. Be it our rejoicing that we shall, as our
Lord declares, sit down with Abraham and lsaac and Jacab in' the kingdom of heaven, and, in sitting down with them, shall recognize these
beloved patriarchs. .
Again, we believe the mind and will of God in the recognition of the
saints in a future state is most strikingly set forth in the t-ransfigttration of
our Lord. "And it came to pass about eight days after these sayings
He took Peter and John and J ames, and went up into a mountain to pray.
And as He prayed, the fashion of His countenance was altered, and His
raiment was white and glistering. And, behold, there talked with Him
two men, which were Moses and Elias: who appeared in glory, and
spake 0f His decease which He should accomplish at Jerusalem. But Peter
and they that were with him were heavy with sleep: and when they were
awake, they saw his glory, an{l the two men that stood with him. And it came
to pass; as they departed from Him, Peter said unto Jesus, Master, it is
good for us to be here'; and let us make three tabernacles; one for Thee,
and one for Moses, and one for Elias : not knowing what he said." They
saw His glory, and the two men that stood with Him, Moses and Elias.
The scene they gazed on was nothing short of a glimpse of celestial glory,
and in that glimpse they beheld their Saviour exalted, and with Him in
holy converse Moses the lawgiver, and Elias the chief of the prophets, wer.e
seen talking with Jesus; and our blessed Lord in the centre was the
.Fulfiller of the law for righteousness' sake, and the fulfilment of all pro-
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phecies. Hence a voice came from heaven, saying, "Hear ye Him." So
we conceive did our Lord teach the same fact in His parable of the rich
man and Lazarus. " And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and wai;!
carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the I'ich man' also died, and
was buried; and in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and
SEETH ABRAHAM afar off, AND LAZARus in his bosom. And he crieq and
said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he
may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for -r am
tormented in this flame. But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou
in thy lifeti~e receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil
things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented." The rich
mau dies, and his punishment is aggravated by the recollection of his
sinful career; and now he recognizes the once-despised Lazarus in his
blissful abode, and Abraham the favoured patriarch. It may be said,
" But this is a lost soul recognizing saved ones in heaven." But surely,
if lost souls are permitted to do this to show them the awful difference
between their relative positions, saved souls will recognize each other,
that their happiness may be increased. But again,
IV. It is in accordance with the teaching of the apostles.-The apostle Paul"
in one of his epistles to the Oorinthians, writes: "For now we see
through a glass darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but
then shall I know even as also I am known." Now my conceptions qf Ohrist
are only as seeing through a glass darkly; by and by I shall see Hi lll as
He is, without a vail between.' Now I know in part-I am only a child
learning; by and by I shall be perfected in the knowledge of Him. Now
I have only an uninterrupted converse with brethren and sisters in the
Lord; then shall I fully know them even as they will know me. Now
we see them in occasional visits, and we are away again to our respective
duties. Such visits, when led to compare notes together, and recount
the goodness of the Lord, are joyous, and strengthen our faith; but by
and by it shall be uninterrupt,ed converse upon the beauties of the One
we mutually love. Why not? And again the same apostle writes to the
Thessalonian Ohristians: "But I would not have you ignorant, brethren,
concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others
which have no hope;. for, if we believe .that Jesus died and rose again,
even .them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him. Wherefore comfort one another with these words."
But why not be ignorant concerning them which sleep? He could not
allude merely to the fact of their resurrection, because this they were not
ignorant of, but believed. Surely the apostle implies that there is comfort to the Oill'istian whose dear ones have died in Ohrist, that, though
now parted for a time, there shall be a glorious reunion and recognitio!J.
when the" Lord Himself shall descend f~om heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Ohrist
shall rise first: then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall
we ever be with the Lord." FurtherV. It ?cas revealed to tlw beloved John.- When John looked through
"the door which was opened in heaven," he saw not a multitude of
glorified spirits which could not be recognized the one frem the other,
but he distinguished prophets from martyrs, circle from cll,clc. Writing
of one happy group he says, "I heard the number of them which were
scaled: and there were sealed an hundred and forty and four thousand of
.
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all the tribes 0/ tke children of Israel. A.fter this," he says, making a distinction, "I beheld, and, 10, a great multitude, which no man could
number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood
before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and
palms in their hands; and cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our
God, which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb." Then he beheld angels round about the throne, then elders, who fell down and worshipped, and then {t company, which there is little doubt were the martyrs,
who are described ~ having come out of great tribulation. Surely, then,
if it constitutlld part\of the glorious revelation of heaven, that John should
recognize these different orders of glorified ones, this will be a part of the
future joy reserved for the Church triumphant, when every elect member
thereof is gathered home.
It does appear to us that the Apocalypse is a continued illustration of
the truth we are endeavouring to establish, that the heavenly inhabitants
are recognized one from the other, while their universal songs of praise
burst into one harmonious strain of rich melody, the theme of their joy
being the greatness of that love which raised them from the depths of sin
to the possession of eternal life.
VI. It is the general anticipation of the family of God.-If we were to ask
ninety-nine out of every hundred, Do you believe that we shall recognize
each other in heaven ~ the reply would be," Oh, yes, I do think this is
according to the will of God." It is only an isolated one here and there
that differs upon this point. We might fill these pages with the opinions
of divines and men whose lives have been spent in searching the Scriptures, and surely such testimonies ought to weigh with us.
We will quote from the writings of one: "Is it possible that those
who sit down with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of God
will not recognize them ? We think, however, that recognition ina future
state is most clearly deducible from the transactions on the lIfount of
Transfiguration. We do not believe that Moses and Elias talked with
our Lord, and spoke to Him of His approaching decease, without recognizing each other." This is quite our view of the subject.
Lastly, Why should not love to the b1,ethren find its expansion and flllnes8
in heaven ?-Such love is one of the earliest tests of regeneration. "By this
we know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the
brethren." And this love is increased as, year after year rolls on, we find in
the companionship of the true followers of the Lamb an enjoyment
which the world knows nothing of; and why should death terminate
that enjoyment? Yea, rather, why not love be perfected in the recog1l.i..ti..<:ln. <It tb..~ -ta:m.11::l, "\'1b..~n. '?,1:'O.I:~ b\\.1:'i>tl> \.n.t\) <g\\)Y:i ~
h \)\1\ 1\):"i1l.\)
says, "I must confess, as the experience of my own soul, that the expectation of loving my friends in heaven principally kindles my love for them
on earth. If I thought that I should never know them, and consequently
never love them after this life is ended. I should in reason number them
with temporal things, and love them a~ such. But now I delight to converse with the children of God with a firm persuasion that I shall converse
with them for ever and take comfort in those of them that are dead or
absent, as believing I shall shortly meet them in heaven, and love them with
a heavenly love that shall there be perfected."
But we must not close this subject at this season without noticing one or
two objections that are brought against the anticipation of recognition in
a future state. It is said,
-
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1. If it be that we shall recognize our dear ones who have died in
Ohrist, will it not afford us pain to know that many once dear to us in the
flesh are not in heaven with us? Oertainly not, for two reasons: First.
because no pain or sorrow can enter there: secondly, because as spiritual
beings we. can only recognize those that are glorified also.
First, no pain nor sorrow can enter there. It would mar the bliss of
heaven if it could; therefore no cause of pain can possibly be found within
the pearly gates.
How joyous the thought to be shut within that place where sorrow
cannot enter. 0 blissful portion! And to be whe~'e nothing that defileth
can ent~r. 0 blessed purity! Faith would stretch her wings towards it ;
and then,
Secondly. As glorified bodies we cannot recognize that which is sinful.
With us on earth, if followers of the Lamb, there is a growing dislike of
that which is sinful, and when we come to the death-bed, nothing is so
obnoxious to the dying saint as ungodly people around him, even though
they be earthly relations; but, when death closes the earthly scene, nothing
morJj that is earthly can ever be recognized; therefore, with all that is ofthe
earth, ung-odly relatives must pass away for ever from the remembrance.
Another objection is; some say, "I shall be so absorbed with the sight
of Jesus that I shall have no time throughout the countless ag-es of
eternity to think of anything or anybody else. God forbid we should
detract from such enjoyment. We would, indeed, say,
"Oh, may I breathe no longer than I breathe
His praise."
~ut would recognition of the saints detract from His praise? Shall I
cease to praise Him when I tell of His perfections to other" harpers?"
How can this be? It is so in the kingdom of creation. Supposing I am
viewing some beautiful outstretched scenery in nature, Is my appreciation
of it increased by being alone in the enjoyment? Is it not greatly increased by having a dear one to whom I can point out the charms of all
around, while that dear one responds by his or her directing me to yet
further beauties in the fair scene; and, if so in the king-doill of nature,
why not in the kingdom of glory? But we must conclude. Much more
might be written upon this most important and comforting fact, but space
forbids .
. We have seen that the recognition of those happy ones who die in
Ohrist is, "According to the Scriptures:" that it was the expectation of
the worthies, for J acob' s comfort was that he should again see his longlost Joseph when he believed him to be dead, and David's sohice was that
he should go to his child, though he should not return to him: that our
Lord taught the same fact in His declaration that many shall come from
the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham and Isaac and J acob :
that it was set forth in the transfiguration, as well as in the parable of the
rich man and Lazarus: that the apostles taught the same, Paul stating,
" For now we see through a g-lass darkly, but then face to face; now I
know in. part, but then shall I know even as also I am known;" and
again in his comforting his fellow-Ohristians concerning" them that were
asleep: " . that it was revealed to the beloved John, who saw in heaven the
different glorified groups of prophets and martyrs: that it is the belief of
most Ohristians: and, lastly, that it is God-like in the expansion and fruition
of that love which commences with regeneration. So that we trust we have
drawn from God's word God's will in the matter, and written sufficient to
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comfort the Christian reader concerning the dear one who is asleep in
Jesus, that at the appointed time there will be a glorious reunion and
recognition which shall form part of the joy of heaven.
" That so before the judgment seat,
Though changed and glorified each face,
Not ulll'emembered we may meet,
For endless ages to embrace."
If these tracings are according to the mind and will of God, which we
venture in all humility to think they are, may He add His blessing
upon them, fQr the Redeemer's sake. Amen.
G. O.
Ilford.

SPIRITUAL SONGS.

v.

" He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life; and he that believeth not
the Son . .. "-JOHN ill. 36.
SUCH is the testimony of John the Baptist (or Dipper) concerning the
Lord Jesus Christ. The whole of the discourse is highly worthy of devout
consideration; his humility blended with holy delight; his prediction of
the increasing advancement of the Saviour's kingdom; his exalted view
of the Son of God; the sovereignty,of divine grace (vel'. 27); and then he
closes his admirable testimony concerning the Lamb of God by asserting,
the blessedness of the believer, and the awful state of the unbeliever.
Our text consists of two parts, descriptive,
- 1. Of the blessedness of a believer.
2. Of the awful condition of those who believe not.
1. The blessedness of a believer. And here it will be very proper to inquire,Who or what is a believer ?-in other words, 'What is faith, or what
is it to believe in Jesus? " Dost thou believe on the Son of God?" This
is a question of no small importance; yea, of the first importance-it
involves eternal realities. With this subject there are other vital considerations inseparably connected, such as a deep and abiding sense and
conviction of our guilt and misery in the Adam-fall and natUl'e, our actual .
transgression against the holy law of God, and to have such a powerful
impression of these as leaves us without hope in reference to ourselvesall within dark, depraved, polluted, guilty; and so far from the law of
God having any relief to administer, that it leaves the sinner who looks
to it for help without mercy into the hands of inflexible justice.
Thus the conscience-stricken sinner is left without refuge or resource
save one; and how suitable is that relief which the Gospel presents! how
safe that refuge to which it directs the weary, heavy-laden sinner!
"Behold the Lamb of God! " Oh, His blood is a balm and cure for every
wound, whilst it also cleanses from all guilt. There we behold an atonement offered equivalent to all the sins of God's chosen family; a righteousness commensurate to all that law demands and. justice claims. Full
redemption-a finished salvation. The poor awakened sinner, under the
teaching of God the Holy Ghost, sees in the remedy all that he needs,
and is enabled to act faith in that Jesus who came to seek and to save
the lost; hence faith in the Lord Jesus Ohrist is the soul committing
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itself and all its spiritual and eternal concerns into the hands of Jesus, for
Him, and Him only, to save it-abandoning all other hope, every other
foundation, and every refuge, save what Jesus presents in His fiuished
salvation. Such is faith. Nor is it of ourselves; it is the gift of God.
Hence this is an irrefragable proof that such a believer is not a mere
nominal professor, but the possessor of a divine principle; yea, that he is
born again. Now, it is of such an one that the Baptist declares he hath
everlasting life. "This is the true God, and eternal life." This is life
eternal. "I give unto them eternal life, and they shall never perish."
Such a faith demonstrates that the life of God is planted in the soul, and
a vital union to Ohrist Jesus, the Head of all divine influence and the
medium of all communicated blessedness. Against such the law has no
curse, justice no sword; yea, with such the law is well pleased, for His
righteousness' sake, who has fulfilled all its requirements, and upon such
justice no longer frowns, but smiles for His name's sake who has satisfied
its righteous and holy claims. Such have everlasting life.; it is an imperishable principle; nothing can destroy it; it is indestructible; it will
carry the believer through all the storms and temptations of this life; it
will live in death amidst the dying fragments of that earthly tabernacle
in which it hath had its dwelling-place; and it will live in splendid lustre
before the eternal throne. It- is a spark lighted by Him who is the
uncreated Life; and, though it is but a spark when compared to Him,
yet it is a spark as imperishable as J ehovah Himself.
2. The awful condition of those who are in a state of unbelief-who
have not faith. Alas! and how many such abound, not only in the world,
but in what is called the professing Ohurch of God. They form a complete and awful contrast with the character we have just described; they
may have a name to live, but they are dead; they may have a form of godliness, but are destitute of its power. Hypocrisy, self-righteousness, even
profanity itself, may chamcterize them; yea, they may be amiable,
generous, and do many good works, yet they do not believe. They have
never been convinced of sin, consequently they feel no need of a Saviour;
hence they despise, they reject Him; they make no account of His blood,
His righteousness, His salvation. Thus the sentence of the law remains
in futl force against them. They appeal to that, and they must abide
by the consequence of such an appeal. The Gospel damns them n'Jt;
it is Moses and the law; these have pronounced the awful sentence of
condemnation, and the justice of God must and will inflict the punishment, if they live and die in unbelief, delusively appealing to the Divine
Justice, or vainly reposing in some confused and undefined notions concerning the mercy of God. " Do not think that I will accuse you to the
Father: there is one that accuseth you, even Mos8s, in iohom ye trust," or hope
(John v. 45). See also Gal. iii. 10: "For as many as are of the works of
the law are under the curse," &c., even noW' at this present moment (see
also John iii. 18). Thus you learn the wrath of God is revealed from
heaven against every transgressor; -it impends over the heads of the
guilty, and only waits the voice of God. for its untold and dreadful contents to fall with irrevocable destruction upon the disobedient and the
unbelieving. For" there remaineth no more sacrifice for 'sins, but a
certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall
devour the adversaries" (Heb. x. 26, 27). Paul, in his epistle to the
Romans (iii. 19), thus writes: "Now we know that what things soever the
ltj,w saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may
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be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God." Therefore
the sentence of condemnation must be co-extensive with the guilt.
Hence most assl].redly the guilt of those who have been favoured with
the revelation of Jehovah must be more aggravated than that of those
who have never seen or heard or known them, and hence we do properly
infer that they only who have been favoured with the glorious Gospel of
the blessed God will realize, in all their dreadful import, the tremendous
denunciations of the Son of God (see Matt. xi. 20-24), should they die
impenitent and unbelieving. But I again repeat, it is not the Gospel that
condemns them j but these, having rejected the Gospel-the counsel of
God against-themselves-the Gospel rejects them, and they are given over
to law, to justice, and to conscience. vVhat can be more terrible? The
Gospel dispensation is the ministration of life; the law, and the law only, is
the ministration of condemnation (see 1 Cor. iii.). How affecting and
solemn the testimony of John the Baptist, and especially if we connect
it with similar language which dropped from the lips of the Son of
God Himself, from whose mouth grace and mercy so eloquently and
richly flowed. Grace was poured into His lips, and grace is poured forth
from His lips, for He "spake as never man spake." "Grace and truth
came by Jesus Christ;" read the eighteenth verse of this chapter, and you
will perceive how the very words of the· Son of God and the Baptist
harmonize. How awfully portentous, in respect of the Jews who rejected
and despised and crucified their Messiah, and how true! for wrath came
upon them to the uttermost (1 Thess. ii. 16) j and even unto this day they
are the monuments of the awful verity of these words. And in the woful
destruction of the Jewish people, you may learn the most terrible of all
lessons, the cert.ain and eternal and universal destruction of all the
enemies of our God and His Christ j for" how shall they escape who
neglect so great a salvation," and such an Almighty Saviour? 0 ye
de.spisers, the day is at hand, when ye shall both wonder and perish!
"Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound" (Psalm lxxxix. 15).

"WE'VE REACHED THE RESTING-PLACE."
THUS spake a loved companion, as, walking round the shore on a brilliant
summer's evening, she espied a seat hard by. "We've reached the restingplace!" thought I, "there's much in those words. First, it implies labour,
and, with that labour, weariness j and is not this the case with us as
"strangers and pilgrims," in this waste, howlingwilderness? Oh, how much,
amid its toil and travail, to tire, and oftentimes to cause the heart to faint
and the flesh to fail. " Fightings without and fears within" describe, for
the most part, life's pilgrimage. How pleasant, then-yea, how gratefulto "reach at times a resting-place," even though it be but temporary, for
a little rest may refresh one's weary frame, and renew the strength for
the conflict on the onward, homeward way.
But, strictly speaking, what is the resting-place, or, rather, who is the
Rest? Oh, is not JESUS the Rest, and is He not the Refreshing of His
people? All short of Jesus is unrest and dissatisfaction. Naught can
avail. The whole is a blank, a void. It is "Jesus only" can fill the
vacuum in the heart of man, and give him, with the amazed and grateful
patriarch, to exclaim, "It is enough," "0 Napthali, satisfied with favour,
and full with the blessing of the Lord," that" blessing which maketh
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rich, and He addeth no· sorrow with it." Yes, Jesus is Himself the
Resting-place for each and every poor wearied sinner, and as such cast them~ Ives upon Him-lean their whole weight upon Him, rest all their cares
and anxieties and sins and sorrows upon Him,-each can feelingly say,"When Jesus, with His mighty love,
Visits my troubled breast,
My doubts subside, my fears remove,
And I'm completely blest.

"But, ah! when these short visits end,
Though not quite left alone,
I miss the presence of my Friend,
Like one whose comfort's gone.

"I love the Lord with mind and heart,
His peopie and His ways;
Envy and pride and lust depart,
And all His works I praise:

"I to my own sad place return,
My wretched state to feel.
I tire and faint, and mope and mourn,
And am but barren still.

"Nothing but Jesus I esteem;
"More frequent let Thy visits be,
~r soul is then sincere;
Or let them longer last;
And everything that's dear to Him,
I can do nothing without Thee;
To me is also dear.
Make haste, my God, make haste."
Dear HART has in the foregoing feelingly described the chequered
experience of Zion's pilgrims. He who has now entered upon His eternal
rest for a little more than a century,';'" has thus been the mouthpiece for
scores and hundreds of thousands, who have since traversed the self-same
hard and rugged pathway, by which he travelled to his everlasting home,
"the house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens."
In another of his inimitable hymns, he sings, in regard to the toils of
e wilderness and " the rest that remaineth for the people of God,"
" Return to work awhile,
And wait the welcome day."
Earth resting-place, or rather the resting-places which are here and
there me with on pilgrimage, are but temporary. Even the special visits
to and from Jesus are bu occasional, and of longer or shorter duration.
The gladness and the joy and the bliss and satisfaction arising therefrom
are to help us on, and to animat.e and invigorate us for our long journey.
But there was another thought suggested by the utterance, " We've
reached the resting-place," and it was the more grateful in consequence of
the then presellt association. We were availing ourselves of a seat
which overlooked the rising tide of the Bristol Ohannel. The water was
smooth as glass, and the just then setting sun shed a most brilliant radiance
across from the shore by which we sat to the opposite coast. It reminded
one of life's setting sun; and, as the wateI"was then so extr~mely smooth,
in contrast to the greatest turbulence a few days before, one thought and
hoped that it might be thus in the final crossing of the Jordan. "Possibly,"
thought I, "it may be thus at the closing up of one's earthly pilgrimage.
The river of death may be both smooth and narrow, and the Sun of
Righteousness may, perhaps, so brilliantly and so blessedly shine as quite
to divert one's thoughts from either depths or darkness, and then
" Over there! over there! "
on Canaan's blissful, happy shore, how joyous the enraptured exclamation
of that multitude which no man can number, "WE'VE REACHED THE RESTITG-PLACE." Ah, and what a resting-place! Not temporary merely, but
et.emal! Not as for a way-faring man; who turneth in to tarry for a night;
.. Mr. Hart died on the 24th May, 1768, at the age of 66 years.
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but for those who come no more out for ever. A resting-place where (( the
,inhabitant never saith, I am sick; and the people who dwell there are
forgiven their iniquity." A resting-place where" they need no candle,
oneither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light, and they
shall reign for ever and ever." A resting-place where" God shall wipe
,away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither
sorrow nor crying; neither shall there be any more pain, for the former
things are passed away."
'Oh, reader, what an eternal exultation will this be among this ransomed throng, as in the immediate presence of the King of kings and
Lord of lords, as they joyously and triumphantly shout,
Cl WE'VE REACHED THE RESTING-PLACE!"
D. A. D.
THE GLORIOUS STANDING OF THE CHURCH IN CHRIST.
MOST DEARLY BELOVED,-After the longest silence yet maintained by
me toward you from the first day I knew you until now, I again take up
my pen to write you a few love-lines, which I hope will prove both
~easonable and suitable. To explain to you the various things which
have prevented me from writing would neither be interesting nor edify'ing. Therefore, I will at once, without further preliminary or apology,
attempt to write of HIM whom our souls are grace-bound to love. We
cannot help loving the Lord, and yet, when we frequently look within for
an evidence of our love to Him, we are exceedingly puzzled to find it. But
we have lived long enough to prove that,
"Did Jesus once upon Thee shine,
Then J eSUil is for ever thine."
(( For ever thine" in bonds of strong love, and in ties of pure affection!
Unalterably thine! Uncoolably thine! Do we always believe this?
Alas, we often lose sight of the blessed fact of this everlasting relation.ship. We are continually forgetting the glorious reality of this unceasing
friendship, and yet we read, "He will rest in His love," and the word
.also declares that" Having loved His own which were in the world, He
loved them unto the end." And are we not His own, dearly beloved?
Has He not betrothed us unto Himself in everlasting bonds of undivided
affection? Can He cease to care for us? Can He help taking a deep,
deep interest in all our concerns? Can indifference characterize the bearing of our unchanging Beloved? Are we not His own spiritual flesh?
His own spiritual bones? And is it not the delight of His bones to say,
"Lord, who is like unto Thee?" Why, beloved, He is indeed in one
mind respecting our eternal well-being, and .none can turn Him to hate
our unchangeably loved souls. How truthfully Irons wrote of His unalterable affection for His Church when He said,
" She's dear to Jesus as His life,
He calls her His beloved wife."
We are bound in the bundle of life with the Lord our God,' and we live in
resurrection life and glory in our oneness with Him. He cannot die, we
cannot cease to live because He lives His own life in us. The life of the
Head is ever the life of the body. He is both the Source of life and its
maintenance. He is the cause of life and the effect thereof. He comprehends the one body. He embraces the whole elect family. We
cannot live a distinctive life from Him, for we have no life that He is not,
and He p9ssesses no life in sepa~atedness from us. It is one love that
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em races Head and members: it is one life that actuates the entire body
elect. The covenant-love of our covenant God never saw but one object
"Worthy of its possession, and that object was Ohrist, and that Ohrist is the
on of the Father in truth and love, and that Son of the Father's right
hand is our Beloved and our Friend. The blessings of love, election,
predestination, calling, justification, and glorification are all given us in
Ohrist Jesus richly to enjoy, "wherein He hath abounded toward us in all
"Wisdom and prudence." These blessings, so rich, full, and free, will never
be countermanded, for our God cannot repent of these ~ifts in Ohrist
Jesus our Lord. His mercies are absolute and eternal. His love is from
everlasting to everlasting, and
" Although the Lord of earth and sky
Knew what we all should prove,
He on the Saviour kept His eye,
And rested in His love."
Our oovenant God and Father never saw half so much in us to displease
Him as He ever saw in His Son to please Him. He ever viewed His Son
"With complacency and delight, and He is constantly satisfied with us in
Him. His merits infinitely overwhelm our demerits; His love-deservings
eternally inundate our hell-doserving. Our sins have not a tithe of the
power to damn, that His blood has to justify. Were our sins ten thousand
times more numerous, and a million times more obnoxious in God's sight
than they now are, one look of the Father's eye upon the Son would cause
an infinite and eternal satisfaction to arise in His boundless mind of love.
I
en I see the blood, i: will pass over you," still flows from His heart
of pure affection. 'What a blessed covering! How glorious a shelter!
How inexpressibly great a hiding-place!
" I hear th' accuser roar
Of sms that I have done:
I know them all and thousands more,
But God remembers none."
Oh, glorious mercy! Oh, blest and unchangeable reality! " But God
remember none!" Oan this be true? Is it possibly real? Yes, it is
blessedly true. The sins of Zion were remembered by our God and Father
when He laid upon Jesus the iniquity of us all, and He poured upon Him
the fury of His anger and the strength of battle;· but from that day to
this moment His Ohurch has stood in God's sight as free from sin as is
Ohrist, her glorious Sacrifice and Surety.
" He paid our debts on one grand glorious day,
And left us debtors naught to pay." .
How sweet to be out of debt! . How blessed to be out of danger!
"Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect?" All charges have
been honourably met. We have no charges to meet: we have no sins to
atone: we have no debts to pay: we have no salvation to procure: we
have no wrath to fear: we have no fury to dread: we have no angry
Judge to face: and why all this? Ohrist is our Forerunner: He has
cleared our way from the lowest hell to the highest heaven: He has
bridged the gulf between death and life, between the kingdom of darknesss and the kingdom of light. The ransomed of the Lord by this bridge
have safely passed over. For them their glorious Surety has been,
" Death of. deaths, and hell's destruction."
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o blessed Jesus! 0 glorious Beloved! 0 altogether and inexpressibly-lovely Bridegroom, what do we not owe Thee? What hast thou
not done for us? Are we not
"Saved in the Lord, for ever sav'd,
And in life's bundle bound P"
Indeed we are. Thou knowest, precious Lord, that Thou hast most
honourably saved us, eternaHy redeemed us, and everlastingly justified
us. Can we then be condemned? Is it possible for us to miss of
heaven? Can we fall short of the bliss of the glorified? Is it possible,
precious Jesus, for Thy loving and righteous :Father to spurn us from His
blest presence? Will He not ever view us in Thee, and in Thy perfection of beauty? Can His wrath against our sin burn with greater intensity than does His love toward Thee and Thy purity? Has He not
taken all His vengeance against Thee on our account? Can His wrath
again burn like £re after consuming all Thy moisture, and drying thee
up like a potsherd? Art Thou not infinitely and eternally pleasing in
Thy divine Father's sight? And are we not pleasing, too, in living oneness with Thee? Didst Thou not say to Thy Father, and to our Father,
to Thy God, and to our God, "Thou hast loved them as Thou hast loved
me?" 0 wondrous ocean of divine love! 0 glorious channel of
eternal mercy! 0 blissful river of everlasting delight! What can we
we say of Thee, to Thee, and f01' Thee? Thou knowest, blessed and
bleeding Lamb of God, that we would speak to Thee and of Thee in suitable terms; but we find "language is lame, and very far short of
expression." We' need celestial eloquence to speak to Thee, Thou
glorious Christ. ,Ve would adopt the pure language exclusively in testifying of Thy love and loveliness; but Thou knowest, 0 glorious
Beloved, that whilst we dwell in tents of flesh-whilst we tabernacle in
this dungeon of earth-our language savours much, very much, of
Ashdod. But, when we shall get home, when we shall safely arrive at
our blest destination, our human tongue and our native language shall all
be left behind. The bird of paradise flutters exceedingly in her tightlyfastened cage of clay, and would gladly see the kind hand engaged in
gently opening the mud-cottage door, and would be delighted to hear the
welcome voice of love saying in sweetest accents, "Arise, my love, my
fair one, and come away." This would be thrice-welcome news; this
would prove a highly-prized blessing of the first magnitude. But, Lord,
we have no will but Thine. All the days of our appointed time will we
wait, until our welcome change shall come. But Thou very well knowest,
dearest Lord, that we are not at home here. We cannot make a home of
a land of pits and snares; "We cannot settle Qown in an enemy's country.
The clime of this sinful "World is not our spiritually-native atmosphere.
We were born from above, and our heart was set beating for eternity;
hence nothing of an earthly nature can satisfy its spiritual aspirations.
Thou art the Author of this internal new life. Thou art the Source of
this pure nature. Thou art the cen~re of this glowing affection.
"Thou art my heaven where'er I amI've all in having Thee."
Our spiritual mind never thought of being captivated with the beggarly
elements of this polluted world. We were not born of Thee, without
being adopted to Thee. We were formed for Thyself, and we can alone
be satisfied with Thyself. Our life in the Spirit is 'a pure life. It is
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love·life, grace-life, and glory-life. Its food is love; its element is love,
and its every breathing is a breath of love. Its prayers are prayers of
love; its songs are songs of love. But this pure child of pure love is in
exile. All below is 8trange to it; all around is most contrary to it. It
sig'hs to be unfettered; it cries to be delivered; it longs for a full, free,
and final emancipation. Thou art well aware of all this, Thou glorious
Author of this pure nature; Thou kuowest that the earthly house of this
tabernacle appears to Thy child but a sorry tent even for the time being;
and were it not that it could look forward to a brighter future, how dissatisfied woulg. it constantly be! But oh, blessed be Thy name, the time
is not far distant when Thou wilt say, "Come up higher."
" 0 glorious honr! 0 blest abode!
I sball be near and like my God,
And flesh and sense no more control
The glowing pleasures of my soul."
Lord, we cannot tell a millionth part of the joys of the glory-land, but
this we can joyously tell, we shall see Thee as ~Thou art, and we shall be
everlastingly like Thee; we shall crown Thee Lord of all. Earthly ties
and natural bonds will then be eternally left behind, and even now they
have no seat in our spiritual affections; they have no claim upon us, and
they have no right to us. Indeed, we can say"There's nothing here deserves our joy,
There's nothmg like our God."
Communion with Thee, our only Beloved, is what we so much enjoy even
, here below; but, dearest Lord, we are often compelled to say with the.poet" Communion with our God, how sweet!
But oh, the hours, how few!
When we can sit at Jesus' feet,
And foxes not pursue,"
But soon the shadows of earth will flee away, the mists of corruption will
eternally recede from our view, and the thrice-welcome voice of Thee, our
precious Beloved, will echo in our soul, will vibrate in our heart, "Enter
thou into the joy of thy Lord." How delightful will it be then! How
blissful will it everlastingly remain then! How more than satisfied with
Thy likeness shall we be then! We shall not envy angels: we shall be
perfectly satisfied with our precious Jesus.
" Our Jesus still shall be our theme
Whilst in this world we stay;
We'll sing our Jesus' lovely name
When all things else decay."
But, beloved, we must stay our pen. How true it is that love's theme will
never wear out, and how equally true it is that our spiritual tonO'ue will
never tire out in singing, "Unto Him that loved us, and washed ~s from
our sins in His own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God
and His Father; to Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever.
Amen." This is exclusively the family song. None can learn it but the
redeemed, and none can sing it but those who are quickened into life in
oneness with Christ who is our life. I can sing it, beloved! Bless God
for the inexpressible mercy. You can sing it also, can you not-? If your
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harp be now upon the willows, may the Lord constrain you to take it
down.
" Loud, to the praise of love divine
Bid every string awake."
I need not say how pleased I shall be with another of your glowing
epistles, although I cannot well claim one,' unless it be upon the unalterable ground of mutual relationship to our Beloved.
With our united best and spiritual love,
Believe me, affectionately yours,
J EDIDIAH.

QUIET THOUGHTS AT EVENTIDE.

"And He left tlmn, and went out of the city into Bethany; and He lodged
there."-JOJwxxi.17.
THERE is something touchingly sweet in the expression "lodged," reminding us of that melting passage, " The foxes have holes, and the birds
of the air have nests, 'but the Son of Man hath not where to lay His
head "-01' again, "There was no room for Him in the inn." Lord of
all, yet must He lodge as the meanest beggar! "For your sakes He became
poor." Oan we at all grasp the wonderful thought, the Infinite becoming
as it were (if we may use such a word), dependent upon His creatures for
a night's shelter, while at the same time we know the hearts of all were in
His hands?
Lodged! Yes, it was only a brief respite, a very temporary cessation
from toil. With the morning light "the Sun of righteousness" would
again go forth to pursue unweariedly, unremittingly Ris labour of love.
Ab! there was no real home for the Master upon earth, and shall there
be for His servants?
Let us seek to realize that we "are not as yet come to the rest," that
we are but "pilgrims and strangers" passing to "the city which hath
foundations," while we strive by the Spirit's help to "use this world as
not abusing it,': remembering that "the fashion of this world passeth
away."
Has the thought ever occurred to us what a blessed season that must
have been for the "family of Bethany" while Jesus "lodged" there?
Oan we not imagine how, through the day, each member longed for the
. evening when He should return to them; and, as the sun set and the
shadows lengthened, watched for the loved form, listened for the well-known
footstep? Then how the busy Martha must have delighted to anticipate
and .supply every WaJit of the weary Saviour, while Mary experienced a
yet deeper joy in hanging upon the precious words which fell from His lips.
Are not our hearts often saying, "Oh, that Jesus would even so come
and lodge with me! Oh, that I were privileged to sit at His feet in
these quiet evenipg hours, listening to His gentle loving teachings, and by
that close communion drinking more and more deeply into His Spiritbecoming more and more conformed to His image! The disciples" constrained Him, saying, Abide with us" (He had only" made as though He
would, have gone farther "). "And He went in to tairy with them." Is He
not 'l that same Jesus?" "Jesus Ohrist the same yesterday and to-day
and for ever,," as willing to visit and abide with His dear children now
lIe " waits th,at He may be gracious." "Behold, I stand at the door, and
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knock, if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to
him, and will sup with him and he with me."
Dear fellow-pilgrim, is it not very sweet to sit down at the close cif the
day (especially if that day has been one of trial and temptation, disappointment and care), and think, "I am 'a day's march nearer home,' cine
day nearer seeing and being with Jesus; the little troubles of to-day are
enO'ulphed in the Red Sea of time past, I shall see them again no more
foroever.' It is true, much of"the journey of life may yet remain to be
traversed, still 'I am nearer home to-night than I ever have been before,'
I am nearer to the close than when I started afresh this morning. I may
meet with many and similar obstacles, but I shall never again be called to
surmount the hills and avoid the dangers of to-day's path." It is even so,
one day at the time and soon, perhaps sooner than we expect, we shall
find the "weary pilgrimage" over, and the " messenger at the doors; "
perhaps almost before we are aware we shall be "come unto Jordan,"
and our feet" dipped in the brim of the river," the waters will "stand on
an heap," and we shall gaze on the" pearly gates" of the celestial city.
Oh, then let us be very willing to abide His time; if we are loving and,
longing to be with Him, how much more intensely is He loving and
longi.ng to receive us! As much as the Infinite is ahove the finite, His is
unerring wisdom, and, while He is preparing a place for His children, He
is also preparing His children for their place. He is watching tIle furnace,
and will only leave His gold in the fire until He can see upon it the reflection of His own blessed Image; then He will fulfil the precious promise,
" I will come again, and receive you unto myself, that where I am there
ye may be also."
BESSIE.

j."

PAUL'S VOW.
"Having shom his head in Oenchrea; for he had a vow."-ACTs xviii. 18.
HERE is another proof of St. Paul's willingness to conform in minor
matters to the customs of the Jews, and this truly catholic spirit is still
further manifested in the twenty-first chapter, where, at the instigation of
J ames and the Elders, he entered into the Temple with four men which
had a vow upon tjlem; and purified himself with them.
The particular nature of Paul's vow in the eighteenth chapter is not
revealed, but the manner of performing a vow is set forth in Numbers vi.,
where we find the vow of the Nazarite fully explained. Probably it was
a vow of separation unto the Lord which Paul had taken, and which
enjoined that the hair of the head should be suffered to grow, "until the
days be fulfilled, in the which he separateth himself unto the Lord"
(Num. vi. 5). ~ut, if he becau:e defile~ by a dead body, "then he shall
shave his head ID the day of his cleansmg, on the seventh day shall he
shave it" (9th verse).
.
This appears to be the only explanation wo can gather of Paul's conduct, where the Holy Ghost has left us so entirely without infoi'mation;
yet it teaches us the lesson so often set b.efo~·e us by the Apostle, that in
small matters we may conform to the prejUdICeS of our brethren in Ol!rist
in other denominations than that to whi~h we belong.
W.
Though your comforts be gone, yet you are a child of God, though a
comfortless one; and an heir, though a comfortless heir; a saint, though
a comfortless saint (Jer. xxxi. 18-20).
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OMNIPOTENT POWER.
" For I am with tlwe, and no man shall set on thee to hurt tllee; for I have
much people in tMs city."-AcTs xviii. 10.
THE first part of this verse is very precious to the people of God who can
take refuge in His omnipotence, and feel sati~fied that no evil can touch
them unless permitted by Him, and, even should that be allowed, His
sustaining' grace is still there to carry them through every trial. " In six
troubles I will be with thee: yea, in seven, there shall no evil touch thee.'
And in Jeremiah i. 19: "They shall fight against thee, but they shall
not prevail against thee; for I am with thee, saith the Lord, to deliver
thee."
And again, that gracious promise of our Lord is so entirely
applicable to every state and condition we may be placed in, "Lo, I am
with you alway, even to the end of the world."
In the last part of the verse the doctrine of election is unmistakably
set forth, "For I have much people in this city," and this truth would
add greatly to the encouragement of the Apostle in his arduous labours
and sufferings for Christ's sake.
From this we should learn to "be not weary in well-doing; for in due
season we shall reap, if we faint not," remembering the promise, "My
grace is sufficient for thee; my strength is made perfect in thy weakness."

,_-

W.
THE GREAT PROPITIATION.

IN the first epistle of John, chapter ii. 1, we have these remarkable
words: "My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin
not. And if any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous: and He is the propitiation for our sins." There
are some interesting points 'Presented to us here; the purpose of the
apostles' writing, the means employed, the persons addressed. The purpose and object in view we have told us in these words: "I write unto
you, that ye sin not." That is, not indulge in sin; and live in the practice and habit of it, as the unregenerate. He does not mean that they
could live actually free from sin, in a ~tate of perfection; "for there is
not a just man upon earth that liveth and sinneth not," and God's saints
to the last will confess that they are unprofitable servants. But now of
the means employed. "These things write I unto you, that ye sin not."
And the chief thing is the pardon of sin; a sense of this realized and
. enjoyed will bring men from sin, when nothing else will. But further,
the persons addressed, "My little children;" not that they were His
children naturally or spiritually, or that it was children literally He
addressed, but a term expressive of union, as much as to say, "My
brethren:" because they were God's children, therefore they were His
brethren. But several things were implied in this term, as, first, it
might ~ignify they had much to learn; that they were dependent like
little children, that they stood in need of correction: and, lastly, it implied relationship: because, if children, then they had a father. Here
was the relatiunship between God -and them-a blessed relationship, which
could never be dissolved. -Now we come to the case supposed; and what
is that? "If any man sin." And not a very hard case to suppose
either. But there is a good deal concluded in this supposition, because
it is prospective. If any man do sin-shall sin. Now who are here

----

.

----------

<--

529

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

meant? Why, God's childi'en, who are plagued with a body of sin and
death-the Adam nature; none others. And of them it is said, cc If any
man sin we have an Advacate." No matter what his sin may be: because
'l\""e see here that the advocacy and propitiation' of Ohrist has for its extent
all s'in-" The blood of Jesus Ohrist cleanseth from all sin." Therefore,
if the future sins of God's people be not pardoned, as well as the past
sins, then is He not the Saviour spoken of in the word of God? Every
sin in its aggregate and particular is laid upon Ohrist. "I have blotted
out, as a thick cloud, thy sin." N aille me one He has not. "And, as a
cloud, thy S$." It is not a work ·to be done, but a work done. And this
comprehends all sin, as to its pardon, though sin still exists in its being.
Sin is ever in the thoughts, the will, the conscience, the affections, the
mind, and enters into the whole man; and all this beside and apart from
'l\""hat is called wilful sin. And, after all, perhaps, no sin overtakes a
child of God, but the 'l\""ill is more or less concerned. "With the mind I
serve the law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin." This sinning
with he unrenewed will is very different to the sin spoken of in Heb. x.,
"hich is apostasy, a casting off Ohrist as the way of' salvation; and the
apostle in that chapter deals with the Hebrews as professors, and
declares, if you wilfully reject Ohrist, then there is no way of salvation for
you': there is no other sacrifiQe for your sin: and, if you cast away Ohrist,
there is no hope for you, nothing but a fearful looking- for of judgment.
Thus, then, we have considered the case supposed, which extends to all
sin. Not to delay longer here, for we are all guilty, and therefore may
gladly hasten to another point-the remedy prov'ided,. which lies in' the
advocacy and propitiation of Jesus Ohrist: and we may notice the Person
of the A.dvocate, Jesus Glm'st the 1''ighteous, the Holy One who inhabiteth
eternity, the righteous God, the just One; He whose righteousness is
the righteou ness of God, His holiness the holiness of God, whose attri.
butes are the a ributes of God; an~ yet He made Himself of no reputation, took upon Him the form of a servant, yet was equal with God; so
then He only t-ook His 0"1\0 in a.sserting His equality with God. He "as
in His nature the spotless Lamb of God, like the Lamb ordained for the
acrifice. Ohrist was so perfect, that when Satan came he found nothing
in Him. See Heb. ix: 27. "Sl}-ch an high priest became us." Yes,
was just suited to us, and fitted for us; nothing more or less than Jesus
Ohrist, God incarnate. Now, if He were not essential Deity, He would
not be suitable and adapted to you, or able to fulfil the office of a high
priest for you. No, but being Jesus Ohrist the Righteous, therefore is
He the Lord our Righteousness; and the OhurQh is righteous in Him.
Ohrist being made sin, cc that His people might be made the righteousness
of God in Him;" and so He is the hope of sinners,· and no other Ohrist
will suit a sinner. An Arian's christ or a Socinian's christ will never do
for a poor convinced sinner. Now let us look at Ohrist in His advocacy.
The office of the high priest was to enter once a year into the holy of
holies, not without blood;. and, blessed be God, not without something
else, the names of all the Israel of God upon his breast. When he took
in the blood of the goat, he took all the names in too. Ah, have you
learnt that your name is wrapped up in Ohrist's very heart-strings, and
that 'l\""ith His blood He takes in your name, and presents it to God? Why,
this is the message of the Gospel. But it is not enough to know that
Jesus shed His blood for sinners. No, you want a token that He shed
Hi blood for your sin. Oh, what news is this to a poor guilt-stricken
sinner, to hear and realize that Ohrist shed His blood for His sin; to
R R
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know His sin was atoned for by that blood. Now the high priest was to
take into the holy of holies the blood of the goat; and Jesus is in this
figure pleased to represent His suretyship. Here we view Him as under
. the curse, a type of the wicked, the cursed, which the goat signified.
"-He shall divide the sheep from the goats, and say to them on His left
hand, Depart, ye cursed." Here was the doom on the goats, ancl in this
type we see Jesus made a curse for us, a,nd dealt with as a sinner; and
His blood which was shed was to be taken without the camp, as one
unworthy of a place in the camp of Israel. But the blood was to be
carried into the heavens above, and there to be presented for the whole
Israel of God, whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life; all
that the Father everlastingly loved. Now, my dear friends, there are
those who would tell you that God's people are not the Israel of God-a
great mistake. Now I hope some of you have got a blessed testimony in
your souls about these things, and that what is said of literal Israel belongs
spiritually to all the Israel of God. At all events you know this, that the
Ohurch of God is His body, and that all things are for the Ohurch, of
which literal Israel was the type and representation; and that nothing
can be more blessed than the state the believer is brought into by being
one with Ohrist, which the holy of holies set forth. Oh, may you find you
are of that Ohurch where the Lord resides, and is ever looking, and so
realize you are of the true Israel, concerning which the Lord declared,
"Say unto Zion, Thy God reigneth." Oh that the Holy Spirit may
anoint thine eyes, and touch' thy heart, and give thee to see the blood
shed, and peace made by ObJ:ist the glorious Immanuel, God with us.
Here we have the true Advocate in the sacrifice of the goat, and the
names of the Israel for whom the blood was shed, and to whom it was to
be efficacious. As it is written, "He sent redemption unto His people."
"In the transgression of my people was He stricken." This shows out
redemption in its particularity and speciality, and God's people must be
brought to say, "He is mine i" and short of this you should never be
satisfied. We notice, next, the persons with whom it is made-with the
Father, the eve!:lasting Father, an unchangeable Father; such as He was
before all worlds, such as He will be for ever: the same yesterday, today, and for ever. Well, then, say you, what need for an advocate with
such a Father,. who is unchangeable, and out of whone love sprang
redemption; who was everlastingly favourable to His people? Therefore
where was the necessity for an advocate with such a Father? Now,
doubtless, some of you are ready with an answer. Says this Father, My
laws have been broken, my justice has been offended, and roparation
must be made. My heart is ever the same toward my Israel-my
Ephraim (and I hope some of you have learnt to subscribe yourselves by
that name); but they have made a breach, and it must be healed: I
must be just and holy in carrying out my purposes towards them. Mercy
and truth must kiss each other, and I must be just while I am justifying
the ungodly; so my justice must be appeased. Thence the necessity of
an advocate between the Ohurch and God, that justice can lay hands
upon, and take full satisfaction for all demands. In J fSUS we see all
brought into harmony, and every attribute satisfied and honoured in His
person and by His work; so that salvation is effected in a just and
upright way. What greater satisfaction could be made to a broken law
than the sacrifice of Him who filled the throne of Omnipotence; yea, the
Lamb in the midst of the throne, the Lamb of God, and God the Lamb.

J. A. W.

-
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SONGS IN THE NIGHT.
[We subjoin the two later songs of our dear aged correspondent,
E. B. M., of Birmingham. She speaks in her recent letter of feeling the
infirmities of age creeping on apace, and of " the grasshopper becoming
a burden i" at the same time she testifies, with a warm and grateful heart,
of Divine faithfulness and love and mercy. Our readers will serve her and
greatly oblige us, by sending for the leaflets to enclose in letters. By this
simple means OUl' dear sister has been much holpen and encouraged in
her declining Jears. She will soon sing her last song on earth, and begin
her triumphant and eternal song above, where" No groans shall mingle with the songs
That warble from immortal tongues."
-En.]
"CAST DOW~, BUT NOT DESTROYED."

THOU Guide of the comfortless heart!
Administer comfort and light,
Bid sorrow and sighing depart,
And banish this gloom of the night.
Oh, put a new song in my mouth,
And let me Thy mercy declare,
Remove the dominion of sin,
Unfetter my spirit in prayer.
I long to rejoice in Thy light,
And speak to the praise of Thy name,
But sin and corruption affright,
And fill with confusion and shame;
Ob, then how I mourn and repine,
My burden is grievous to bear,
The Lion is roaring around,
And I am encumber'd with care.
Oh, let me be joyful in Thee,
For Thou art the hope of my heart,
To whom but Thyself can I flee,
When earthly enjoyments depart?
Thy presence can banish my fears,
And fill me with gladness and peace,
Can raise me from death and despair,
And cause this rebellion to cease.
Dear Father, I fall at Thy feet!
Thou knowest this sOl'l'owful heart,
Some blessed assurance repeat,
And bid the accuser depart.
My spirit, then tuned to Thy praise,
Shall joy and rejoice in my God,
And rising from gloom and distress
Shall spread the glad tidings abroad.
BiTmingham.

¥. *

REAPING JOY.

OH, the heights and depths of gloi'Y
Manifested to my soul,
While the tempest roars around me,
And the surging waters roll.
Thus I travel on rejoicing
In Thy loving faithful care,
Knowing, whatsoe'er betide me,
Thou wilt all my burdens bear.
Tribulation oft besets meTrials press on every handGive me faith to wait with patience,
For by faith alone I stand;
Let me not mistrust Thy promise
In the dark and cloudy day,
But rejoice in sweet assurance
That Thy arm will be my stay.
Yes, Thy loving hand will help me,
Thou wilt be my strength and stay
Love eternal will protect me
To the bright and coming day:
There, in rich, unfading glory,
I shall see Thee face to face;
And, released from sin and sorrow,
Ever rest in Thine embrace.
E. B. M.

To be had post-free of Mrs. Moens, 47, Bath Row, Birmingham, 6d. per doz.
or 3s. 6d. per hundred.

Goel ta,kes them and throws them into a fiery furnace that burns off
their bonds (Dan. iii. 25). They are loose, walking in the midst of the
fire.
RR2

632

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

ANTINOMIANISM.
MANY are labouring .under the thought that the doctrines of grace
have. a licentious tendency; which thought has been confirmed by the
harsh epithets affixed to the lovers of truth by the enemies of Christ.
(who by good words and fair speeches deceiye the hearts of the simple),
and some believers are afraid of indulging sentiments of so dishonouring a character as Antinomianism certainly is, in the common acceptation
of the word.
The term Antinomian being derived from two Greek words, Anti
against, Nomos a law, I am inclined to think that my apprehension of
the same is coneet, when I say, a real Antinomian is one who is taught
of God to look away from the law of works; and to love a full, free and
everlasting salvation, originating in eternal union to Christ, established
by covenant settlement in Christ, flowing through the heart of Christ,
brought by-the hands of the Spirit into the soul, and springing up into
everJasting ,life, leads the possessor to certain glory. This being in my
apprehension an Antinomian, I am bold to say, There we none but Antinomians in heaven. On the other hand, if Antinomianism is, "Continuing
in sin that grace may abound," I deprecate the sentiment as abominable
in the extreme. Libertinism, not Antinomianism, is the right name for
such honid doctrine as this. Nor can I think that any man living
and dying an Antinomian in this latter sense of the word can enter the
kingdom of God.
As. there is neither chance, contingency, nor conditionality in New
Testament truths, but all are yea and amen in Christ Jesus the covenant
Head of the Church, so that Gospel which contains either is not of God.
And as Christ has COIliInanded the Gospel to be preached to every creature,
so obe~ence to this command honours Christ; wherea<l offering the Gospel
dishonours Him. Some persons may think there is no real difference
between offering and preaching the Gospel, but there certainly is. Offering
Christ to men is setting man above Christ; preaching Cbrist to men is
giving Him the glory due to His holy name.
Though the moral duties of the creature are not superseded by the
work of our excellent Immanuel, yet they may be performed without
any saving interest in Him; and, at the same time the saints of God
find it to be not their moral duty, but their spiritual privilege, to live
upon Him by faith, to approach Him with holy familiarity under the
anointings of the Spirit, to have fellowship with the mystery, and to live
in conformity to His revealed will. The creature's duty and the saint's
P!"ivilege are widely different.

Nature lost her legs in paradise and has not found them since, nor
has she any will to come to Jesus. The way is steep and narrow, full of
self-denials, crowded up with stumbling-blocks, and she cannot like it.
Moses is obliged to flog her tightly, and make her heart ache. Once she
doated on the lawgiver, was fainly wedded to him, and sought to please
him by her works, and he then seemed a kindly husband, but now he
grows so grim a tyrant, there is no bearing him. When she takes a
wrong step, his mouth is full of cursing, and his resentment so implacable,
that no weeping nor promise of amendment will appease him.-John
Berridge.
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[The following striking anecdote, setting forth the all.important matter of substitution,
will shortly form the subject of a front-page illustration in Old Jonathan. We affectionately commend it to the attention of parents and teachers. In these times of' 'rebuke and
blasphemy," such a circumstance may considerably help those who are anxious to set before
their fellow-creatures the great and saving truths of God's blessed word.-ED.]
.

THE LITTLE SUBSTITUTE.
SEVERAL years ago, when I was teacher in a school at - - , I had occasion
to reprove a pupil for his inattention and disobedience. My words failing
to produce an effect upon him, I was obliged to resort to punishment, and
accordingly I called him up, and commanded him to stand for a quarter
of an hour in a corner of the schoolroom. As he was going there, a little
boy, much younger than the guilty one, came to me and requested that I
would allow him to take the place of the lad who had offended. This
request astonished me a good deal; however, I was not inclined to put
any question to the child, and contented myself with observing to him,
that if I granted his request, he should pass the whole of the time in the
corner; "and," added I, "a quarter of an hour is very long, when one
must spend it in punishment." These words did not shake him. I then
pointed out to him the disgrace which attaches to a child who undergoes
punishment, telling him that, in the eyes of all the visitors who might
enter the school, he would appear a naughty and unruly child. Nothing, .
.however, changed his purpose. He still persevered in his resolution. I
then allowed him tq take his companion's place in the corner. I was
deeply moved, and I silently prayed to the Lord to give me a little of that
wisdom which cometh from above in order to draw from this incident some'
instruction, which might be profitable to the souls of the children who
were confided to me.
When the quarter of an hour was expu'ed, I released the little boy,
and asked him if it was his companion who induced him to take his place..
"No, sir," he replied. "Do you not think that he deserved to be
punished?" "Oh," said he, "he deserved it well." "What, then, is,
the motive which has led you to bear this punishment in his place?'"
" Sir, it is because I love him."
What a touching reply! The other children had listened with deep
attention to this cOJ;lversation. I then called the disobedient boy, and
ordered him to go in his turn into the corner. At these words there was,
a clamoul" of protestations. A multitude of little voices cried out at the
8am~ time, "Oh, sir, that would not be right; that would not be right""nor just, eithei'," added one of the boldest. "Why would it not be
just?" replied I, thinking to disconcert the boy who had thus expressed
himself: "has not your schoolfellow disobeyed?" "Yes, sir, but you,
have allowed Joseph to be punished in his place; you ShOllld not, then,
on that account, punish him." My prayer, thought I, was heard; and
I continued in. these words, "Does what has just happened recall anything to your minds?" "Yes, sir," said several voices, "it reminds us
that the Lord Jesus bore the punishment of our sins." "What name
would you give to J oseph now?" "That of substitute." " What is a
substitute?" "One who takes the place of another." "What place has,
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Jesus taken?". "That of sinners." " J oseph has told us that he wished
to take his schoolfellow's place, and be punished instead of him, because
he loved him. Oan . Y01J tell me why Jesus wished to die in the place of
sinners?" "It was also because He loved us." "Repeat a passage from
the Bible which proves that." "The Son of God, who loved me, and gave
Himself for me" (Gal. ii. 20). "You told me just now that it would not
be right, nor even just, to put the naughty boy in the corner, after having
punished J oseph in his place; what instruction may we draw from this ?" "We learn from it the assurance that God can never punish any sinner
who believes"in Jesus Ohrist as his Saviour;" "and," added quite a little
boy, "He will never do so; for the Bible tells us that' God so loved the
world, that He gave His only-begotten Son,' in order that' whosoever
pelieveth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life'" (John iii.
16).-the Chr~·stian.
[Reader, in the foregoing touching-and we doubt not truthful-story,
we have, as intimated, a striking setting forth of the mediatorial undertaking of the Lord Jesus Ohrist. The conduct of this little boy who
asked to be, and duly became, surety for his offending friend, reminds us of a
somewhat similar act of substitution of which we have somewhere read.
A man, by some breach of the law, had incmred the penalty of death.
Whilst under condemnation, he had an intense desi.re to visit and bid
farewell to certain of his kindred at a distance. This could only be accomplished by his finding a surety for his appearance in due time to be
executed. A friend was forthcoming to take upon himself this fearful responsibility. He took the offender's place with the thorough understanding
and full consciousness that he was to die in his stead, provided the condemned
man did not return. But here comes the still more striking featme of the
narrative. As the time drew on for the culprit's return, his substitute was
most anxious that something might occur to prevent that return, so that
by such delay he might be put to death in his place. Here was love, here
self-sacrifice indeed! Mter some considerable delay, the offender did
retmn; but, when the facts became known, not only was the substitute
discharged from the responsibility he had so freely and voluntarily taken
upon him, but the condemned man was set at liberty also.
Now, what this noble-hearted man did for his apparently-doomed friend,
Jesus did for poor sinners. He took their place; He became their Smety,
He engaged in covenant with God the Father and God the Holy Ghost,
that He would personally take their nature, and in that nature which had
sinned, Himself answer for their t.rarisgressions by dying to atone for their
transgressions, and by His sinless life imputing to them the merits of His
obedience. " He became sin for them who knew no sin, that they might
be made the righteousness of God in Him." But, when the fulness of time
came that He should ratify and confirm His smetyship engagement, there.
was no release for Him, as in the case we have just cited. No, to liberate
the Substitute; under such circumstances, would have been at the sac.rifice
_of the oath and the justice and the holy character of J ehovah. It was
altogether impossible that " that cup should pass from Him."
There is, dear reader, a most beautiful setting forth of the smetyship and
substitution of Ohrist given in Genesis xviii., where, in consequence of the
famine that then prevailed, the patriarch Jacob besought his sons to go
again into Egypt, that they might" buy a little food." Eh S-:l", however,
refused, upon the ground that " the man [Joseph] had said unto them, Ye
shall not see my face except your brothel' be with you." It was in vain
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that Reuben had previously said to his father,. with regard to the going
down of their younger brother Benjamin with them, "Slay my two sons, if
I bring him not to thee: deliver him into my hand, and I will bring him
to thee again." No, this proposal availed not. It was not until Judah
(an eminent type of Ohrist) "saicl unto Israel his father, Send the lad
with me, and we will arise and go; that we may live, and not die, both
we, and thou, and also our little ones. I will be surety for him; of my
hand shalt thou require him: if I bring him not unto thee, and set him
before thee, then let rne bear the blame for ever." Here was responsibility
indeed; and r considering that this engagement upon the part of Judah
did prevail with his father J acob, fearful would have been the consequences,
as far as Jacob wa.s concerned, had not Benjamin returned. With reverence do we speak it, had not Olll'ist, af er the covenant into which He
entered, ha,e served and suffered, He would have taken the blame for
ever j for it was by virtue of His covenant suretyship-it was in consequence of the note of hand which He gave to be met in full at the given
period-each and every Old Testament believer in Jesus was admitted to
heaven. Had Jesus, the great Surety, foregone this oath, or failed in the
great and glorious object of His mission, each such Old Testament saint
must have henceforth and for ever have been excluded from the bliss and
blessedness of heaven, and not a poor sinner of Adam's fallen race could
have been saved. Well, then, in the contemplation of the suretyship of
Ohrist might every poor sinner, looking to Him and hoping in Him,
exclaim" Oh, for such love let rocks and hills
Their lasting silence break;
And all created human tongues
The Saviour's praises speak."
EDITOR.]

NIGHT TURJ\TED TO DAY.
" I DON'T feel any better in my body, I'm quite dead all down this side.
I did not feel my blindness such a trial as the paralytic stroke; that upset
me terribly. But I have been so comforted to-day. The giJ:l reads a
chapter to me mornings, and she read to me about the sufferings of Ohrist.
It was so blest to me, you. can't think. I felt so ashamed of the fuss I
make about my own lot. God sending His Son to bleed and die for a
wretch like me was so melting. It came with such a power. I said,.
, How can it ever be that Jesus did all that for such a vile thing as I feel
I am. What was I when God called me, and what have I been since I
was called ?' "
" How did God meet with you ?" was asked.
"Ah, it was all of gl~ace, that I'm quite sure," responded the poor old
woman, warmly. "I must speak up for grace any how at all. I was not a
wicked young woman, but I was frolicsome, very thoughtless, and never had
any idea of God or religion. I married a gay young fellow, and we ran into
all kinds of folly. He earned a lot of money, but we spent it in pleasure
as fast as we got it. He was fond of the play-house, and we used to go
regular twice a week. This was an expense, but we did not care, and I
very much enjoyed it. We kept a public-house, so we could afford it then.
" One wet Sunday evening we were kept from our usual frolics, and we
were sitting at home. I was reading the newspaper, and my husband a
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play-book-a kind of reading he was uncommon fond of. My brother-inlaw called in to see us. He said, looking at us both, 'This is bad Sunday-work. Why don't you go to church or chapel?' 'Oh, I never go
anywhere,' I said. 'But you must die some day,' said he; 'and 'tis a
terrible way to meet death. It is like the brutes that have no souls.'
He talked a good bit to us, till I got quite ashamed, and, before he left,
I promised I would go to his chapel the next Sunday.
" When ~he day came it was bright and fine. I kept thinking all the
week about Sunday and his chapel, though I said nothing. ' Oome along
for a walk,' sa;id my husband. 'No,' said I, 'the promise I made William
I mean to keep. I must go to chapel.' 'Oh, folly!' said he, 'don't
think about that; let's enjoy ourselves.' 'But I must go,' I said, 'for
Bill will say I'm a liar.' 'And never mind ifhe does,' said my husband.
However, I was determined to go to chapel just out of obstinacy like,
for I had no thought about my soul any more than a beast; so off I
started. The service and the text I gave no heed to. I was looking at
one and another, but all of a sudden the words of the preacher took effect
upon me when he spoke about sin in a way I could not describe. It
seemed all about me. Oh, the change that took place in my feelings from
that day. It is forty years and more since the Lord alarmed me when
I was sunk in ignorance and sin. Then trouble came. Our days of
pleasure and extravagance ended in poverty. My poor husband died in
the union; I lost my sight; then followed the stroke that made me helpless, but the Lord gave me Himself, and at times He makes me happy
in His love, and at times I feel very low and troubled. But grace called
me, and grace has kept me, and I'm sure the Lord ought to have all the
glory from first to last. He must from me anyhow.
L.
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NOTES OF A SERMON.
PREACHED FER. 23, 1S69.

" For the word of God £s qu£ck, and poweJjltl, and sharper than any two-edged
sword, piercing even to the d£viding asunder of soul and spirit, and of the
joints and marrow, and £s a discerner of the thuughts and £ntents of the
heart."-HEB. iv. 12.
WHAT a description of that word which is so universally despised!
But
that does not alter the case. The word of God, in the hands of the
Spirit of God, is sufficient for all things connected with that teaching that
bears upon the eternal existence of man. That word of our God which
exposes and denounces all !lin, that same word reveals the way of escape
from the condemnation due to sin. We live in a world of wonders. We
live in an age of wonders-a greater age of wonders, perhaps, than ever
was before. But, my hearers, the greatest wonder of the world is that
despised word of God, because that word, under the influence of the
Spirit, and in the hand of the Mighty One, can accomplish wonders which
nothing else can produce. In the hand of the Spirit, it rouses the careless
sinner, and gives light to the spiritually dead. It binds up the brokenhearted by the healing balm conveyed in its messages of mercy; it encourages the seeker after. truth by the preciousness and the glory of its
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promises' it reclaims the backslider when the hidden evils of a deceitful
heart operated upon by the outward influences of the world, have drawn
him aside from the paths of holiness and peace; and it bears up the
dying Christian upon the arms of a consolation which no other system cau
unfold. Yes, brethren, the word of God is the Christian's light in the
day of darkness; it is the Christian's sword in the day of conflict; it is
the Christiau's compass across the ocean of time. Therefore, the great
A.postle, when he speaks concerning the origin of the word of God, tells
us at the same time the pUl'pose for which that word was sent and given.
t. Paul, in .the two last verses of the 3rd chapter of his second Epistle
to Timothy, says: "All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and isprofitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
rio-hteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished
unto all O"ood works." "Oh, but," say people, "what in the world is
. -pirarion?" I need not stand here and remind you what a vast amount
o scribbling there has been, especially during the last two years, with
reference to this question, vVhat is inspiration? And then, allowing
tha~ there is such a thing as inspiration, it is asked what the extent of
that inspiration is? Why, you know that both questions are full of
foolishness.
St. Paul tells us plainly that" all Scripture is given by inspiration of
God" -all of it. We must ,take Scripture as a beautiful and harmonious
whole, and manifest it by a life of good works. Now, I want to-night, as
the Lord shall be pleased in His infinite mercy to help me, to speak to
you a little in the first place concerning the nature and the value of the
word of God' and in the second place, on the necessity of messengers,
tha th.a word of God may be unfolded to the edification of the people.
Brethren, let u- tand with all solemnity of mind before that first clause
of the en, "The word of God "-the word of Him that built the universe. Do you see this book? From beginning to end that book, in the
beautiful and comprehensive form in which we possess it, is-what '? One
great glorious" Thus aith the Lord." Now, you have heard the word of
God, you have read the word of God, but with what result? Has that
word been quick and powerful to you? Brethren, it is an important
question. If I know nothing of the word of God in its living, powerful influence, whatever I may possess as the principles of a creed, I shall lie down
in darkness in the end, and never appear among the glorified spirits on high.
The word of God, in its quick and powerful influence, is that which brings
a sinner from the darkness of his natural condition to the footstool of Divine
mercy, to sit as a little child at the foot of the cross. This is the meaning
of that remarkable expression in the first chapter of the first epistle to the
Corinthians, vel'. 23, "But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a
stumbling-block, and unto he Greeks foolishness." Here is the uatme
of the word, and the reception of the word, "We preach Christ crucified."
'Why, there is nothing worth the name of Gospel-preaching apart from that.
Is not Christ crucified the foundation of His living Church, and the only
solid ground on which a sinner can build his hope? Is not Christ crucified the great principle in which I as a poor sinner can glory? and will
no Christ crucified be the glory of heaven, and the song of eternity unto
, Hi m that hath loved us and washed us from our sins" by His crucifixion?
" IVe preach Christ crucified." But, says St. Paul, to the Jews it was a
tUlnbling-block. Why? Because the Messiah came in such a very
different way from what they expected-it was too simple for them. And
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the Greeks regarded it as foolishness, because, with their ten thousand
deities and costly sacrifices, they could not understand the simplicity of
its faith. What is the difference between that and our day? It appears
to me we have got Jews and Greeks all jumbled up together in men's
minds now. The text tells us that the word of God is a living, powerful,
separating, heart-searching principle. The word of God is quick, living,
and invincible. And you must remember it is compared not simply
to a sword, but to a two-edged sword. I apprehend that a two-edged
sword would be an instrument that would cut both ways. The Gospel is
indeed a two-13dged sword, for it will cut a man off outwardly from the
service of sin, and inwardly from the love of sin. It may be possible
for an individual to have the whole word of God in his judgment and
his memory, and yet be far off from God. But, on the other hand,
only let him have one sentence of that word of God in its living power,
written upon the fleshly tablets of the heart, and he will feel something
like Adam, when he exclaimed, "I heard Thy voice in the garden, and
I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself." The Scriptures
frequently speak of those who tremble at the 'rOTd. Now, while it is
indeed time that all the Lord's people are not pierced equally deep,
yet it is time that that 16th verse of the 3rd chapter of the prophet
Habakkuk is the expression of the living feeling of many: "When I
heard, my belly trembled; and my lips quivered at the voice: rottenness
entered into my bones, and I trembled in myself." A deep and powerful
experience that: but there are many here to-night in whose heart it finds
an echo-some that can really understand it. Further, the word of God
is not only quick and powerful in bringing the soul into newness of life,
but it is also a living power to urge that soul onward in the way of life.
It brings the sinner to the footstool of Divine mercy to hope in the
Saviour's blood. Ah, but hope sometimes languishes, faith gets low and
feeble, and the soul of the Ohristian-the living Ohristian-becomes
clogged at times by the influence of the creatures of earth. My hearers,
if the soul of the believer-and it is so at times-becomes too much overwhelmed by carnal objects, what is the -result? Love grows cold, the
services of God's house are without power, the daily reading of the word
is a dun and uninteresting matter, prayer dwindles down into mere
formality, and all Ohristian exercises are subjects of indifference. Such a
man must be stirred up again by the word, for, my hearers, the word of
God has many instrumentalities to make itself over again quick and
powerful. It may be uttered by conscience; it may be expressed by the
preacher; it may be spoken by affliction, as unquestionably it was on one
occasion in the experience of David, when he said, " Before I was afflicted
I went astray, but now I have kept Thy word." Now, this was evidently something that was sent to bring him back from the coldness of
a wandering heart. But what \las it that really upheld him in that
affliction? Why, the word of God that he had discovered and found to
be life and power to his soul, and therefore his confession was, "This is
my comfort in my affliction, Thy word hath quickened me." Why, my
hearers, how can a man be a Ohristian, if he knows nothing of the word
in this sense? Is it not the word in its living power that brings him
from darkness to light, shows him his misery, unfolds to him the power
of Jesus, and raises in his heart the graces of the Spirit when they droop
and languish? But again, the word of God is quick and powerful in its
separating influence, to keep a man away fl'om the world and its vanities,
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an ·0 make him live to the gl.Jry of his Saviour God. Do you remember
tha: expression of the psalmist, "By the words of Thy lips have I kept
YEelf from the paths of the destroyer ?" Yes, there is a holy fear in the
ind of every godlike soul that brings him to say, " My soul standeth in
awe of Thy word." Solomon says" where the word of a king is, there is
power." Now, if a man has heard the ki.ng's word in power, let him take
care to walk worthy of the king's son, because if he does not, that word
says," I will reprove thee, and I will spread all Thy foolishness before thee."
And some of you know how sharply that word can reprove, and how deeply
that two-edge-d sword can cut. There are two principles of Scripture that
never must be separated from each other: one is, "Thy word have I hid
in my heart, that I may not sin against Thee;" the other is, " Thy word
is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path." I cannot understand
any profession of Christianity that is not connected with a living power
within-that is not connected with a living, powerful, practical, illustration in the life; because the grace of God that bringeth salvation
teaches a man that "to deny ungodliness and worldly lust" is to live
soberly, righteously, and godly in this present evil world. Again, the
word of God is quick and powerful in its consolations. The Scriptures of
truth are the great spiritual store-house, where there is treasured up that
glorious abundance of gracious provision, from which the great Head of
the Church loves to enrich the poor and satisfy the needy. Here, indeed,
it is that they have all been fed and nourished from the very beginning.
Tens of thousands of glorified spirits now basking in the sunshine of
heaven, all grew in grace by eating of that" spiritual meat" and drinking of that" spiritual rock," so beantifully and blessedly set forth in the
word of our God. Do you want illustrations? Let me give you one or
two. "Oh how sweet is Thy word unto my taste; yea, sweeter than
- honey unto my mouth." What sai h another? "I have esteemed the
words of Thy mouth more than my necessary food." What another?
" Thy word was found, and I did eat it; yea, it is the rejoicing of my
heart." This is quite enough to show you how the SI)iTitual strength of
the old saints was kept up by the word of our God. And let us try and
rejoice to-night that it is as full and abundant as ever. Therefore we find it
described as " a word in season to him that is weary." Is it not so? Is
there not something to suit every season, whatever be that season? Is
there not something adapted to every kind of weariness, from whatever
source it may arise? How hard, how insensible does a Christian at times
become while in this weary land; oh, how cold. Where is his love?
WheTe is anything that can be called spiritual? Who is to help him?
Where is he to get strength? How shall he be revived? There is a
spirit in Psalm cxlvii. 18, which none but a living soul can understand:
" He sendeth out His word, and melteth them; He causeth His wind to
blow, and the waters flow." How is that adapted to the state of the child
of God? You know very well how many times you have come to the
sanctuary, some of you cold aud heart-frozen, but the Lord spoke to you
through the messenger, and made His word quick and powerful: it
dTopped upon your spirit, and the soul melted before its influence. What
a wcnderful privilege it is to have a sanctuary and to be enabled to meet in
he sanctuary without any fear or dismay, but it is not in the power of
the messenger to command any saving blessing. It must be the Lord
Himself. It must come to this: "My Beloved spake and He said unto
me, Rise up, my loye, my fair one; for 10, the winter is past" and is spring
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time directly. However, everything may be frozen up. Blessed Lord, we
do know something about these things, and, if the winter season comes
again, we know that it will by-and-by be over for ever. There is no
occasion whatever for a minister to enter into an argument to prove that
earth is a vale of tears, or that man is born in sin; but what I would ask
is this-what is it, in the midst of all that is discomaging, all that is
dispiriting, all that is disappointing, that proves of real support to the child
of God in this wilderness condition? Why, it is the word of God, clothed
with that living power. Yes, it meets the child of sorrow, and it says to
him, "These -things have I spoken unto you, that in me ye might have
peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I
have overcome the world." It says to the poor pilgrim of the cross,
toiling through this desert place, "Come unto me, all ye that labour and
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." Yes, it brings with it the
promise of a final deliverance and an assmance of present support. It
enables the child of God, in the midst of all his sins, all his sorrows, and
all his bereavements, to lay his hand upon the precious volume and with
uplifted heart to say" Had not Thy word been my delight,
When earthly joys had fled,
My soul, oppressed with sorrow's weight,
Had sunk amongst the dead."
But the Holy Spirit not only speaks of the nature and the value of the
word of God, but of the necessity of messengers by whom that word shall
be unfolded, and set before the people to the edification of the soul. Now,
that is a most remarkable saying of the apostle in Romans x. 14, "How
then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? and how
shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? and how shall
they hear without a preacher?" This distinctly shows us that the
preaching of the Gospel is the appointment of God. It is in reality a
fulfilment of the gracious promise left on record, J er. iii. 15, "And I will
give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you with
knowledge and understanding." And, whenever you find a messenger
that answers to that description, who makes it manifest by his work and
life that his determination is to teach nothing but Jesus and Him crucified, take care how you treat him, take care how you despise him, because
the Lord has said, "By so doing you treat me in the same manner." What
a marvellous thing it is that in this land of Bibles, at this very moment,
the language of the prophet is emphatically true, "He that contendeth
for truth maketh himself a prey." Why, it is just this, the man that
most simply and clearly unfolds the doctrines of eternal grace will be
most shunned, most despised, most hated; whilst, on the other hand, the
man that most beclouds the great message of the Gospel with that which
is most flattering to men will be most applauded and upheld. You
must remember that one of the judgments denounced by God is a famine
of the word. And who can look abroad upon the signs of the times
without being convinced that we are. drifting into that? Are not the.
messengers dropping one after another off' the walls of Zion? Sin is
wTapped up in crafty and specious ways, and there are some who would
silence the messenger, take away the word, and open the door for the
wild boar of the wood to come in and trample down the vineyard. Herod
the king was a monster of cruelty, but do you know what Herod's
greatest_ sin was? We can find it, you know, in Luke iii. He silenced a

--------

f

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

541

messenger of God. We are told that "he added yet this above all, that
he shut up John in prison."
John was not afraid to speak, neither will any man be who desires the,
honour of his Master and the salvation of immortal souls. Not that any
messenger of the word of God is to be rude in connexion with his message; not that any messenger is purposely to insult the judgment of any
of his hearers. "He that hath my word let him speak my word faithfully.". And he can speak the word of his God faithfully and do it :;tffectionately. It does not follow, because the word of God is preached
faithfuUy, that there is a spirit of bitterness and contention. Oh, no.
There is such a thing as preaching the truth in love. Now let us
remember that it is from the mighty One, even from Jesus, that the messengers receive their gifts and qualifications. Otherwise, nothing that a
messenger can say can be profitable. While it is from the word of God
that the messenger has to gather all his materials and all his message, it
is from he great Shepherd Himself that that divine anointing must come
which can make the word quick and powerful, and" sharper than a twoedged sword." It is well to come to the sanctuary; it is well to listen to
the word of God, but it ought to be carefully and prayerfully listened to,
to see whether it is in harmony with the word of God. Listening to the
Gospel is not listening to anything. Our Saviour said, "Take heed what
ye hear, and how ye hear," and that gives uS to understand that going to
the sanctuary is not to loiter away time, but to listen for eternity. The
Gospel is not only to be heard; but to be believed. There are four
classes of character that the Holy Spirit condemns in connexion with the
Gospel and hearing thereof: those who reject and despise the word; those
who stumble at the word; those who make the word of non-effect by their
tradition; and those who wrest that word to their own destruction. If
there be any of that stamp in this assembly, God give you power to
ponder that remarkable question, "What shall be the end of those that
obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ?" May the Lord grant
that the preaching of Hi Gospel to-night may be the fulfilment of that
sublime passage of the prophet, "As the rain cometh down, and the snow
from heaven, and returneth not thith.er, but watereth the earth, and
maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and
bread to the eater: so shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth:
it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I
please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it."

, A HINT TO THE HELPLESS.-" I hope Edward has got the place you
were speaking to me about?" "No, ma'am, I'm sorry he hasn't. I took
it to heart very much at first, and when I came home I had a good cry
about it; but I soon brightened up, for, since I learnt to speak to the Lord
about everything, troubles have never seemed heavy long, and it came to
my mind that very likely we had lost that because something better was
awaiting us: so I took my trouble to the Lord, and He has kept it for me
for I haven't had it since. I can mind the time when these things used
to fret me terrible, but they don't now, for I does all my work by prayer
now, and ma' am," she added, stepping back into the room in very earnestness, "It is the blessedest way in the world of doing work."-From the
" Missing Link."
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OR, WHISPERS PROM THE DYING PILLOWS OF GOD'S SERVAXTS.

" Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for theencl of that manispee.ce." -PSil.:lI xxxvii. 37.

A YOUNG DISOIPLE: HER WALK IN LIFE Al'{D HER
VICTORY IN DEATH.
(Concluded fl'om page 490.)

Lord, in answer to her prayel', brought her safely home again to
the parents she loved so dearly. It was then my first acquaintance began
with her, and a great privilege I esteemed it. Many were the walks we
took in the beautiful neig'hbourhood by "hich we were surrounded.
Nearly always she would talk to me of the best things, and many helps
she gave me along the rugged path. How often she would talk about
the joys of the kingdom! She was then in the midst of health and spirits;
little did we think how short her pilgrimage "ould be. Sometimes I
have been with her during her morning reading of the Scriptures, and
most profitable I found them. She "ould compare Scripture with Scripture, her vigorous mind grasped an idea so clearly. Most beautifully
would she work out what she called her Bible ladders. Her father
gave her a very handsome polyglot Bible. It is most closely marked,
and many little notes and comments interleaved, showing how deep a
Bible student she "as. It "as about this time she was brought into
great trouble. T"o of her sisters were taken dangerously ill; one died,
the other recovered; but it was only through the closest watching and
nursing. Dear S. devoted herself to her sister to such a degree that she
overtaxed her strength, and never from that time did she seem quite as
strong as before.
.
I will now give some extracts from her diary, as it will show the
workings of her mind, and may perhaps be an encomagement to others
who suff'er from like temptations.
Sunaay, August 13, 1859.-Got up at ten minutes to ~e\en. Thought of
the text, "Oreate in me a clean heart, 0 God, and rene" a ri ht spirit
within me," whilst dressing. Had a delightful sense of God s presence,
and great liberty in prayer before church-time. At church "andering
thoughts and coldness of heart inhuded, and felt rather dro"sy in the afternoon. Oh, how need I to pray, ,. Create in me a clean heart," &c. Oome,
,Holy Spirit, and shed abroad a Saviour's love in my cold heart, and that
/Shall kindle mine. But our God never hides His face long together. I
enjoyed this evening's service, and felt much" joy and peace in believing.
THE

" Oh for a heart to praise my God,
A heart from sin set free,
A heart that always feels the blood
So freely shed for me."
Morning text, Acts xii. 5 ; evening, 1 Kings xvii. 24.
Thursaay, Sept. Ist.~It is some days since I wrote in my diary, during
which time I have had strange conflicts. To-day is the first of another
month; may it be devoted to God. I have found out how much discretion
I want, and how weak I am, from several things which have occurred
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la. y.
is here; I admire that girl! I wish I were more like her;
Elle ha£ more principle than I have. I want such a lot of things; I wish
I coal pray more. I want to have access at all times to the throne of
ee, where I know all my wants can be supplied out of the fulness of
Christ. Lord, teach me to pray, and be merciful to me, for Christ's
ffike, and let Thy word be my guide.
" 0 Thou by whom we come to God,
The Life, the Truth, the Way;
The path of prayer Thyself hast trod;
Lord, teach us how to pray."
Sun(Zay, Sept. 11th, 1859.-To-clay is my birthday. I am nineteen
years old to-day, and it is with shame and sorrow I write, that until
wi·hin the last twelve months I have spent my life without God and hope
in the "arId. But blessed be the God and Father of our precious Redeemer, since my last birthday, He hath called me out of darkness into
His marvellous light, and from the power of Satan unto God. What shall
I re~der unto the Lord for all His benefits? May my life be devoted to
Him.
Sept. 12th.-The Lord is showing me how vile and sinful I am. This
morning I have had conflict in my soul, and oh, what a mercy it is that
we are not in our own keeping! " We are not our own; we are bought
with a price." I think sometimes, for a few moments, God in His wisdom
allo"s our sin to show itself, and Satan to severely try us, and then we
feel our "eakness, entire helplessness, and worthlessness; then we feel the
meaning of the word" Saviour," one who died to save us, to save from
sin, because He fulfilled the law for us; from Satan, because He has conquered him ; from hell, for He hath purchased heaven for us ; from death,
because He rose from the grave, burst the bands of death, and took away
sin, the sting of death. Oh, what a powerful precious Saviour we have to
deal with. What or whom have we to fear? " If God be for us, who can
be against us ?"
" Row oft has sin and Satan strove
To rend my soul from Thee, my God;
But everlasting is Thy love,
And Jesus seals it with, Ris blood."
Mine is, I know, a wicked sinful heart, and I am most unworthy of the
least of all God's mercies, but I earnestly pray for a clean heart; and my
Saviour's worth is all my plea. I feel certain that God will do what is
right and best for me; that He will never leave nor forsake me, and at
last, through our great Redeemer's might, more than conquerors we
shall prove.
"Jesus sought rne when a stranger,
Wandering from the fold of God;
Re to save my soul me from danger,
Interposed ~is precious blood."
Sept. 17tl~.-This week we have begun to take in Old Jonatl~an, and
I like it vel'y much. Miss B--· called this morning and asked me to
take a Bible district. I have not yet quite made up my mind; yet I don't
know why I should hesitate. I am afraid I am not equal to the work;
but Christ has said, "My grace is sufficient for thee." Oh, for more faith!
"Why ~hould I doubt that my day shall not be greater than my strength?
God knOllS I would like to devote my life and time to Him, and I trust He

5'14

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

will show me His will in this case. I hope all I do will be to His glory.
I have felt vexed lately, that as yet I have not obeyed my dear Redeemer's
dying command, "Do this in remembrance of me." I have not been
confirmed, and that is my obstacle. I must ask Mr. D-- about it.
o Lord my God, give my Thy Holy Spirit, and show me Thy "ill, ancllet
me never by profession or narro"ness bring any reproach upon religion;
for Ohrist's sake.
Sept. 22na.-This morning I felt annoyed at something, dear mamma
said, and was angry and put out. Oh, when shall ~y life and actions.
prove how I,really love her? I would always obey, love, and honour her;
but something hinders me, and so it is with regard. to.God, I hope and
know that I do indeed love Him, and wish to serve Him faithfully; but
I cannot do the things I would,
t<

Lord, it is my chief complaint
That my love is weak and faint;
Yet I love Thee and adore.
Oh for grace to love Thee more."

I have made up my mind to take the Bible district, if nothing prevents.
I trust not in my strength; for of myself I can do nothing. Lord, bless
my feeble efforts to Thy glory, for Christ's sake. .dll I can do adds
nothing to my merit, for it is God s grace tha enables me to do all or anything; but I would devote my every alent to Him "ho died to save me.
I cannot help doing so; He draws me, and I follow on. I am not my o"n.
I should soon go back; no, I am God's; bought by the precious blood
of God's dear and only Son.
" Sing, my soul, His wondrous love,
Who from yon bright throne above,
Ever watchful o'er our race,
Still to man extends His grace.
" God, the merciful and good,
Bought us with the Saviour's blood,
And to make our safety sure,
Guides us by His Spirit pure.
" Sing, my soul, adore His name,
Let His glory be thy theme,
Praise Him till He calls thee home.
Trust His love for all to come."
.
[She did indeed devote all her spare time and talents to the Lord; in
her district she was greatly blessed. to the comfort of some and leading
others to the Saviour; in her unday-school class, too, she was much
beloved, and is still spoken of "With great affection. We doubt not the
good seed was sown by her, and \\ill bring forth fruit; the secrets of the
last day will reveal it, when we trust both teacher and pupil will meet
around the throne.]
Sept. 26th.---,-I am the most un"orthy of God's creatures, and the most
ungrateful, and I shonld think, by my actions, the weakest too; I am
full of sin, there is no good in me. \Vhat a mercy it is that Ohrist died
for sinners, not good persons. I am a vile sinner, bnt glory be to our
covenant Father, He sent His Son to die for sinners. I sometimes wonder
whatever those around me must think of me; I profess to be a follower
of Ohrist (and so I endeavour to be), but sin and Satan are so strong, and
I am so helpless, that sometimes I yield; then my heart is wrung with
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. - - e hought of dishonouring my God and religion, and I know
o do. I know God has said, "Sin shall not have dominion
Er:-o ' and that at last" we shall be more than conquerors through
_;_ -ha la,eth us," and that Christ died for me; but for that very reason
o d do all things to the glory of God. I am, indeed, ungrateful; at
-:: my actions prove me so; but I cannot do the things I would.
o·,e me all, my Father, for our Saviour's sake.

ex - is a second letter from the Rev. Charles Stirling, M.A., whose
the Daily Telegraph we published last month. We
o ~ le er
y coincide with the views herein expressed, and are thankful that his
nrimen are expressed through so wide a medium.-En.J
THE DOOM OF ENGLAND.
To the Editor of" The Daily Telegraph."

•

SIR,-I thank you for inser.ting my letter of the lOth inst., and only
regret that you prefixed the title" Vials of wrath," which was not in my
manuscrip. May I ask the favour of space in your columns for a reply
to a numerous body of your readers who have thought proper to write to
me, bu ha,e omitted their· names and addresses? I will simply premise
tha the tone of most of the letters I have received and the spirit which
they manifes are deplorable. They give evidence of a widely-spread
infidelity and show that England is ripening for judgment.
Now ir, I maintain that there is the most striking analogy between
the his ory of the Jewish nation from the period of the Exodus to that of
the Babylonish Captivity, and the history of our own country from the
Reformation to the present day. If we trace the history of the Jewish
people, we find that, just in proportion as they were faithful to God, so
they were blessed and prospered; and whenever they lapsed into idolatry
the scene instantly changed, and national disaster was the immediate
result. This is most remarkably brought out in the chronicles of the
Kings of J udah.
Let us turn to the case of England. She was at the Reformation
brought out of the worse than Egyptian bondage of Popery, rescued from
superstition and idolatry, and blessed with the knowledge of the pure
word of God, and the full effulgence of Gospel light. This precious
deposit of Divine truth was, by the most striking manifestation of God's
good providence, confided in an especial manner to the custody of England.
Our country and our National Church were made the bulwarks of the
Reformation, and the champions of the Protestant religion. We have
but to review" our rough- Island's story" for the last three hundred years
to be convinced of the fact, that fidelity to Protestant truth has brought
with it national weal, and that truckling to idolatrous Rome has ever entailed national woe. This is admirably brought out by the late Rev. Dr.
Croly, in a paper entitled" England the Fortress of Christianity," which
is to be ohtained from the Protestant Alliance, and which I earnestly entreat your readers to procure for themselves. But I will take an example
S

s
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from our recent history. In the year 1845 an attempt was made by the
British Government to " conciliate" Ireland by permanently endowing
the Romish Oollege of Maynooth lIith £r,ooo per annum from the Oonsqlidated Fund! The Prates ant feeling of the eounhy revolted instinctively from so grievous a sacrifice of principle at the altar of expediencyfrom doing evil in the vain hope that good might come. Public meetings
in opposition to the measure were everywhere held, petitions bearing one
million two-hundred thousand signatures were presented, praying the
Legislature to reject the bill; and solemn warnings were uttered of the
certainty of Divine judg~ent descending upon Protestant England, should
she faithlessly abandon the Protest, and lavish her wealth upon the
diffusion of the worst form of idolatrous superstition. Those petitions
were disregarded-those warnings were unheeded. But mark! On the
very day that Her Majesty gave her assent to the Maynooth Bill, and
closed the Parliament in person, the Royal standard at Windsor was
blown down, and the crown of Queen Victoria was let fall, and its splendid
jewels were scattered on the ground! I regard these remarkable incidents as ominous of the approaching break-up of the Empire.
But, further, scarcely had the autumn of 1845 passed allay before
doleful tidings reached us from Ireland. The potato crop was smitten,
and there commenced that famine, with pestilence in its wake, which
filled the land with lamentation, and mourning, and woe. All this was
precisely what Protestants had expected and predicted; and, in 1847, so
gloomy was the state of affairs, that a day of fasting and prayer was
proclaimed, and the nation was called on to humble itself before God.
Well had it been for England had she then reversed her fatal policy,
and ceased to foster Popery! However,
" Facilis descensus Averni,
Sed revocare gradum, superasque evadere ad auras,
Hic labor, hoc opus.'"

In 1854 we "drifted" into war with Russia, and sent forth idolatrous
Romish priests with our soldiers-a thing unheard of since the Reformation. What was the consequence? I turn with shame and grief from
the sad story of the ,Orimean war. We entered upon th.a struggle in
alliance with our ancient rival, and that ancient ri,al-over IIhom lie
had gained such splendid triumphs in Protestant times-now become our
"gallant ally," contrived not only to gather in all the laurels, but to
wrest from us our position as a first-rate Power, which we have never
'
since regained.
We hear much in these days of the "intelligent foreigner." Let us
Ilsten to one whose intelligence none will dispute. " Talk not to me,"
says Count Bismarck-" talk not to me of England; she is but a secondrate Power. Were I a Hindoo,' or an Abyssinian, or possibly an American,
I might care what England thinks; but, being a European, I do not.
England, that once subsidised the half of Europe, and fought the other
half, has now sunk to the second class. The nation that will not fight is
not a Power." What said our own Sir H. Bulwer in his address to the
electors of Tamworth? "I should be sorry to see John Bull sink into
the lean and slippered pantaloon, cowering in a corner of Europe, a~d
afraid lest anyone should slap him in the face." Evidently this diStinguished diplomatist has some-notion of the tendency of events. Poor
England! Her glory is departed. She is no longer mistress of the seas.
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She is conscious of weakness, and would fain hide it under the vain, pretence of "non-intervention." She sacrificed Denmark, and incurred the
derision of Europe. Apparently she is making ready to abandon Belgium,
when Belgium's hour of trial shall arrive. The race of Englishmen
that could tamely endure the recent public discussion of the cession of
Gibraltar to Spain is indeed dwarfish and degenerate.
The youth of England is growing up accustomed to a painfully
" humble" tone as regards our relations with foreign Powers, and unfamiliar with the magnificent exploits of their fathers under a staunchly
Protestant King, surrounded by Protestant ministers, and supported by
the enthusiasm of a Protestant people. " There were giants in the earth
in those days." Now mark the contrast between the England of 1815 and
the England of to-day! Alas! forty years of pro-Popish legislation havA
well-nigh eaten out the national heart. It is my very earnest and decided
conviction that, unless God in His mercy grant us national repentance,
our country's doom is sealed-cc Actum est de Republica."
Symptoms of decadence abound on every side, and ere long we shall
need a historian of "The Decline and Fall of the British Empire." I
believe that the catastrophe can only, under God, be averted by the complete reversal of the policy of the last forty years-the recall of every
concession to Popery from 1829 to the present time, and the re-establishment, at any cost and at all hazards, of our Protestant Constitution, uncleI'
which England became the dread and envy of the world.
I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
CHARLES STffiLING, M.A.,
Aug.2i.
Vicar of New MaIden and Coombe.

TIIE AGED PILGRIM'S FRIE.L~D SOOIETY.
1Yh DEAR BROTHER,-I think most of your readers are acquainted with
the Aged Pilgrim's Friend Society, and to be acquainted with it is to feel
interested in it. I therefore make no apology for telling them something
more about it.
During my recent holiday visit to the south, I preached for this excellent Society first at St. Mark's, Tollington Park, where a large congregation had assembled. The collection amounted to nearly seventeen
pounds, which was increased to upwards of t>yenty-one pounds by the
kindness of a friend the next day. One of the London papers referred to
the sermon, but ascribecl it to a Dr. Aitken. The same week preached
aO'ain for the Society in St. Matthew's Church, Essex Road, Islington,
,;'here the collection was above four pounds. On Monday, the 6th inst.,
I went to the hospitable mansion of John Deacon, Esq., Grantham House,
Putney Heath, to meet some of these dear old Christians from the Asylum
at Camberwell. Mr. D--had them fetched in three private omnibuses.
There were twenty-three from the Asylum, amI five or six from the Hospital for Incurables, who, with the excellent warder and his wife, dined
and took tea together. There were also Rev. Mr. Jay from Camberwell,
Mr. Cannon, the Rev. F. Taynton, and the Rev. S. Sears.
After dinner all were gathered together in the dining-room, where
s s 2
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(after 'prayer and singing) Mr. Sears gave a most instructive lecture on
the encampment of Israel in the wilderness, and the worship of God in
the tabernacle, all of which was illustrated by a model about 7 feet by 5.
I should think every part of the camp was noticed; the marchings and the
restings of the Israelites were spoken of, and the whole worship, and
every article of furniture, without, within, and upon the tabernacle, and
the building itself, in its material and in its structure, were shown to
have their antitype in Christ and His Church while here below. A suitable hymn and prayer brought this interesting and instructive service to
its close. About seven 0' clock the vehicles came for the dear pilgrims, and
with a half-crown each they were dismissed, after having by their warden
expressed their gratitude to Mr. and Mrs. Deacon, and their warm wishes
for the best of blessings for them and their dear childten. It was a
delightful sight to see the happy smiling faces of these dear aged pilgrims,
and to know that those who were prevented by infirmity from attending
were to be remembered. These treats are most beneficial to all who take
part in them, and have a great tendency to raise the mind from earth to
heaven, to the Giver of "every good and perfect gift;" and I, for one,
was thankful to have been present.
My engagement at the Chapel of Ease, Islington, having been extended to Thursday (9th), I asked the minister and wardens to allow
the Society to have a collection on that evening; and, although the
wardens had not previously lmown the Society, they most kindly consented, and the result was (besides four or five annual subscribers) the
sum of £21 12s. 4d. collected at the doors, and many persons made
acquainted with the Society and its operations.
.
I know you "ill rejoice to learn these few facts, which I have related
with the greatest brevity.
Believe me, yours faithfully,
ALFRED HEWLETT.

A SENSE OF SIN.
Martock, August, 1869.

My DEAR Sm,-The following extract from Sermon ITL, in "Sermons
and Letters by the late Rev. G. D. Doudney," was" a word in season"
to me the other day. My dear wife was reading it, and it entered into
my soul with a comforting power, the savour of which was precious for
some time. A word in season,-how good it is you know, dear sir. I have,
therefore, sent it to you, thinking you may let it appear in our family
Magazine when you have a spare corner. It may be a word in season
also to some dear brother or sister who may be cast down with the like
" difficulty," a difficulty which has often caused" heaviness in my heart,"
making it "to stoop," indeed.
I remain, dear sir,
Yours respectfully and affectionately,
G. HART.
"·But I know Little-faith will say, 'This is my difficulty; I fear I have
never been brought to feel my sinnership-thatI have never been brought
to feel as I ought the evil of sin.'
.
" Well, ifthe Lord has brought you to this point; if there is something

",
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in you which responds to what I have said-that there is nothing upon
-which you can rest but Jesus only-if you are going out of self, saying,

, Nothing in my hand I bring,
Simply tJ Thy cross I cling'if He is your only refuge, the Lord help you to· disregard what Satan

says about your not having suffered as deeply as you ought on account of
sin; the Lord shows us, just according to His own purpose and grace
what we are by nature; :E[:e shows us en,ough to kill us to all hope in self,
and to make Ohrist all in all to us."
LOVE AND ITS FRUITS.
" 'fIw love of Christ constraineth us."~2

OOR.

v.

LOVE is the prevailing principle in the economy of God's covenant of
grace. The Saviour and the saved are alike swayed by its constraining
power. We are told" love is the fulfilling of the law" and "the end,"
or object aimed at, "of the commandment is charity," or love. It may be
profitable for a little season to consider what the Scripture saith concerning
love. "The Father so loved the world that he gave His only-begotten
Son that whosoever believeth on Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." Jeremiah says, "The Lord hath appeared of old unto me,
saying, I have loved Thee with an everlasting love," a love prior to
creation, and durable as the dominion of J ehovah; this love is free, indissoluble and unchangeable; it is the fountain-head of all blessedness,
and its streams issue forth in the election of the one, true Ohurch in the
person of her adorable Head. Again, of the Son of God, we read, "He
loved us and gave Himself for us;" and we are exhorted to walk in love
as or because He did so. Husbands are exhorted to love their wives,
even as Ohrist loved the Qhurch. The love of the Redeemer is proved in
the act of redemption, "having loved His own He loved them unto the
end," purchasing them out of the hands of Divine justice with His own
precious blood. "Herein is love that when He was rich, for our sakes He
became poor, that we through His poverty might be made rich." Thus
love destined the persons loved to be saved, and love saved them; for
salvation was complete in the satisfaction of Divine justice and i:i1 obedience
to the law for righteousness. Yet are we ignorant, not only of the remedy
but of the disease, until the Holy Ghost, in love to our souls, opens the
blind eye, softens the hard heart, works conviction of, and sorrow for,
sin, and reveals the Lord Jesus in the beauty. of His person, the glory of
His righteousness, the efficacy of His blood-shedding, and the all-sufficiency of His grace. Then, being drawn by His sacred influence, we
run after Him; thus convinced of His love for us we love Him in return.
Henceforth the blessed sense of His love constrains us to listen to His
voice-cc My sheep hear my voice,"-to follow his leading-CC they follow
me,"-and the service of Ohrist is perfect freedom; a love which creates
largeness of heart, to love all them that love the Lord Jesus Ohrist with
sincerity,yea, and to love those who do not love Him, or His service, seeking
to win souls, and to bring into the fold the sheep for whom He shed His
precious blood to be all things to all men in order to win some.
Brethren, pray that we all may increase and abound in this grace more
and more, for it is the very opposite of coldness, indifference, carelessness;

,550

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

or deadness, and of the love of the world, which is such a strong and power.
ful feeling of the natural mind in everyone of us as "naturally engendered
of the offspring of Adam," and to this '\so much the more as ye see the day
approaching. "
Believe me,
Your loving brother in the Lord,
ALFRED HEWLETT,

D.D.

GRATEFUL MEMORIES.
AT an early hoUl' O. and S. (two dear servants of God) and I started by
train, to spend the day with four members of the family of the late
Rev. WILLIAM Nmm, of Manchester, who for. a short time were residing'
at Wickwar, some fifteen miles f.rom this. We had much profitable conversatioll dUl'ing the day: among other topics was that of the comparatively
early date at which the Lord is pleased to remove His servants. At the
time of speaking, I, for one, had overlooked the very early removal (in
point of age) of one whose labours had, during the greater part of his
ministry, been identified with the place we were then visiting. Of him I
shall presently have more to say. There was, for example, Mr. NUNN
himself, called away in his fifty-fourth year; more recently Mr. PARKS in
his fifty-eighth year; and our beloved brother-in-law at the same age.
These were men clear in doctrine, sound in the faith, and with their
hearts thoroughly imbued with the WeIght and importance of the work to
which they were called. In such days as these, we, in our little contracted
minds, should have thought the continuance of such men, at a time when
truth is so rare, was almost necessary; but the Lord sees otherwise.
TOPLAllY was another striking instance of early removal. He was called
at thirty-seven. KR.A.USE was fifty-seven when he died. The fact suggested
by the taking home of these servants in the very prime of their days,
proves that the Lord can do as well without as with them; and may well
remind us of how little importance is man, at any time or in any sphere!
A poor cypher, whom the Lord is pleased condescendingly and graciously
to make use of where, and as, and just .for so long time as He pleases.
The faitl~ of dear Mr. NUNN was another subject which engrossed much
of our conversation. I cannot enlarge upon it here for obvious reasons;
but I may say that his simple, childlike hust in God has for many years
been a most grateful consideration with me. In that faith, and in its
after results, there is a most blessed confirmation of that precious ScriptUl'e-" Him that honoUl'eth me I will honour, whilst he that despiseth
me shall be lightly esteemed." Another example is present to my mind,
of a totally different character. This was in reference to an equally sound
servant of God, but who, in regard to worldly interests, lacked the simple
childlike faith of Mr. Nmm. He wanted to make matters secure, when
the incumbent of St. Clement's, Manchester, was content to leave himself
and his family in the hands of the Lord, declaring, for example, with
respect to life-assurance, that "he was not going to play a game of chance
with God Almighty." We repeat that the Lord, in the most striking and
conspicuous way, honoured that faith, whilst, in the other instance, where
there was the exercise of worldly policy, human prudence, and a setting
earthly claims before heavenly considerations, the directly contrary results
have followed. These facts strengthen my conviction that our Lord's
words have a much widel' scope and more comprehensive bearing than we
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are wont to give them :-" Seek ye first 'the kingdom of God and his
righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you." The poet
never expressed a greater truth than when he said : " Make you His service your delight,
Your wants shall be His care."
I am thoroughly convinced of this. Again, there is another Scripture
of equal importance, and well worthy our deepest consideration-CC There
is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that withholdeth more
than is meet, ,but it tendeth to poverty." The more the dealings of God
in His all-wise and inscrutable Providence are contemplated, the more
fully shall the truth of His blessed word be discovered: "The liberal
desireth liberal things, and by liberal things shall he stand."
Inasmuch as the late Mr. PARKS was well known to Mr. NUNN'S
family, we naturally spoke much of him. His removal-a man so clear
in doctrine, so outspoken, and of such indomitable courage-at such a
juncture in the church's history as the present, is certainly among the
mysteries of Providence, and ratifies the fact to which we just now
adverted, of the Lord's being well able to do either with or without His
servants.
The fact of some great crisis being at hand was another subject of
conversation. The rapid developments of science of late years-the
restless state of mankind in general-the wide-spread suspense and distrust among men-the infidelity and the rapid spread of Popery-the
calling in question the clearly-revealed doctrines of God- and the
despising of the ministration of that word,-all bespeak the significant
marks laid down in that word as to the time of the end absolutely drawing
nigh. All seemed to share in the belief that the six days during which
the work of creation was going on, represented the six thousand years of
time; the seventh day, or Sabbath, the Millennium (whatever that may
be). If, therefore, the week of time be represented by the days during
which J ehovah \\"as creating all things, how rapidly must the great Satur~
day-night be. approaching ! We are living in the year of our Lord One
thousand eight hundred and sixty-nine; some great \\"riters say, much
time has been lost in our calculations. One author, whom our brother O.
quoted, says that as many as 120 years have been omitted. If this be
true, the 130 years added to 1869 bring us to within eleven years of the
completion of the six thousand! All agreed in the opinion that the Lord
had allowed this uncertainty to exist as to the actual date at which we
live, in order that a spirit of prayerful watchfulness might be exercised.
Our Lord said, with great significance to His inquisitive disciples,"It is not for you to know the times or the seasons which the Father
hath put in His own power." Again, He said,-" Of that day and hour
knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only."
We all, however, contemplated the blessedness and the satisfaction which
the prophet Daniel must have experienced when the Lord said to him, in
reference to the great events and the periods which had been spoken of
to him,-" Go thou thy way till the end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand
in thy lot at the end of the days."
The coming again of our dear Lord and Master was a theme which
occupied much of our consideration; and, inasmuch as two of our party
were suffering from debility and repeated attacks of faintness, with which
is connected much depression, and of which the great enemy fails not to
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take advantage, there was a mutual embracing the grateful idea of being
saved the ordeal of dying. Doubtless to many it would appear cowardice.
One of our party would have thought so once. Still, though" the spirit
may (indeed) be willing, the flesh is weak." Our dear Master, with
His entire freedom from personal sin and transgression, with respect to
His death and His sufferings, exclaimed, "I have a baptism to be
baptized with, and how am I straitened till it be accomplished." How
natural, then, that His poor, sinful, timid followers should shrink from an
ordeal of which the great enemy of· souls takes so much advantage, and
with regard to which he is ever so ready with his dark and cruel suggestions !
It is only by faith we can triumph over the contemplation of encountering
the last enemy, and all the dismal associations of the grave. It is only
by faith we can exclaim, "0 death, where is thy sting? 0 grave,
where is thy victory? " And, inasmuch as faith is a supernatural gift,
it is only as the Lord is graciously pleased to bestow it, and, when
bestowed, to nourish and cherish it, that we can live under its precious
fear-subduing, world-vanquishing power.
But, apart from all that is co=ected with death and the grave,sickness, decay, and the ultimate separation of soul and body, together
with the mouldering in the dark and gloomy grave,-how sweet is the
thought of Christ's second .coming! How marvellous and how blessed
that instantaneous transition, when, as the apostle says, " We shall not
;:tll sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of
an eye!" There may be those among the Lord's children who, feeling
their present deformity, sin,- and utter unlikeness to Jesus, may shrink
from this sudden and instantaneous contact with One so great, so glorious,
so utterly void of all that is sinful and impure. Such may even feel as
though they would sooner encounter the ordeal of dying and mouldering"
in the grave, in order that the severance from sin and infirmity and
corruption should be the more marked and definite. Sucb fail to apprehend the completeness and perfection of "the change" of which the
apostle speaks; for, sudden and instantaneous though it be, it shall at the
same time. be as effectual and as real, and as much fit and qualify the
soul for the meeting of Jesus and all the glorious realities of eternity, as
though death had been passed through in the ordinary way. Surely, if
faith (in its occasional glimpses of Jesus) has a transforming effect, tliis
sight-this unveiled beholding of HiJI>, "hen He "cometh in the clouds
of heaven, and all the holy angels with Him," shall have a much more
abundant and a much more glorious influence. Assuredly, there shall,
under such circumstances, be a wondrous realization of that precious truth,
" We all with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord,
are changed into the same image fr'om glory to glory, even as by the
Spirit of the Lord." He who has been favoured with an occasional (however transient) glimpse of Jesus knows full well what a sin-subduing and
world.-despising effe9t such glimpse has.
What, then, must be the
influence of seeing Him "no more as through a glass darkly, but face to
face?" Unquestionably that sight must be transforming, indeed- raising
the soul" in the twinkling of an eye" from all the corruption and defllement of poor fallen humanity into the comeliness and purity of that
nature and image into which it has been instantaneously and eternally
transformed and assimilated. Such souls, therefore, as may be anticipating the second coming of Jesus need be under no dark doubts, or
gloomy apprehensions, upon the ground of what they feel in themselves
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as to their first-Adam nature. From all the depressing, corrupting
influences of that nature (as the subjects of a new and Spiritual life
by the quickening power and divine opel'ation of tIle Holy Ghost),they
shall be in one moment effectually and everlastingly delivered.
On our way to the station, when about to take the train for the return
journey home, we were introduced to sundry member~ of a family who
were deeply attached to the ministry of their late incu~bent, to whom, in
an early part of this paper, we alluded. Short but striking was his
career. A man of no ordinary talent was the late Rev. C. E. OAKLEY.
We remember, but a few years since, being much impressed with his
power and ability when t(l.,king part in a dism,lssion at Clifton. His
removal from so retil'ed and quiet a locality as Wickwar to all th~ responsibilities of a large and q.ensely-populated London parish, was a remarkable movement in God's Providence. Without doubt it was Mr. OAKLEY'S
ardent desire for inc~'eased usefulness that prompted him to resign the
one sphere of labour for the other. We c:;tn readily understand how a
man of his large~heartednessloved to minister to the many, rather than
to the comparatively few, However, very soon after his removal and
entrance upon the duties of his new and responsible parish, he fell a
victim to the fever which he took in his contact with some of his poor
parishioners. He retired to the little watering~place of Rhyl, in North
Wales, for the purpose of ~ecrlfiting his strength, after his arduous
labours. It would seem that there the disease (the seeds of which he had
unconsciously carried with him) developed itself; and, at the early age of
thirty-three years, he was called to his l'est. His last Sunday morning's
text at Rhyl was Matt, =iv. 35.:---,..,-" Heaven and earth shall pass away,
but my words shall not pass away." In the evening he preached from
1 John iv. 7 :-" Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God;
and everyone that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God," His last
public work on earth was the delivery of a lecture on the Holy Land, on
the Tuesday following.
Beneath the sketch of the little cottage in which MJ.., O.u~LEY died are
the following lines : " One lonely wild closes his life's brief day,
But bright hills dawn on everla<lting light:
Heaven's morning breaks.
Earth's shadows Hee away,
And faith is lost in sight."
We can scarcely conceive of anything more calculated to impress one
with a sense of the vanity and uncertainty of all things here, than a visit
to Wickwar, the graveyard of which contains either the ashes, or its
pretty church the records, of the names of three incumbents who within
a comparatively short period laboured there. The removal of Mr. OAKLEY
was soon followed by that of his amiable and (in person) lovely wife.
It would seem that she never recovered the loss of her loved husband,
but soon after him passed away, leaving seven little orphans.
May the Lord, of his great mercy, adopt these little ones as His own,
and grant that at last parents and children may meet one undivided family
round the throne of God and the Lamb!
We learn in the history of David that the most eminent saints, on this
side the grave, are not beyond the reach of the weakest temptation, and
the commission of the foulest crimes.
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The AtIvanoe of Popery in this Country, viewed hotll in its 'religiolls and
politioal aspeot. By J. O. PHILPOT, M.A., formerly Fellow of Worcester
Oollege, Oxford. London: J. Gadsby, George Yard, Bouverie Street.
WE announ~ed this work on the cover of om last number. Its publication we conceive to be most opportune. Our regret is that it did not
appear twelve months earlier. Humanly speaking, "l\e believe it might
have had a very salutary influence in connexion with the last general
election; for we are persuaded that a vast amount of 10th ignorance and
indifference pervades the general mind with respect to Popery, the which
the work before us is, in the very highest degree, calculated to dispel.
Mr. PHILPOT'S talents as a man, together with his patience, perseverance,
and ability, as a writer, eminently qualified him for a work of this sort.
Moreove1', the very fact of his being a seceder from the Ohurch of England,
and being so many years the well-kno"llll conductor of a periodical so
widely circulated among a large body of Dissenters, will ensure him a
hearing, where an author connected with the Establishment would be
adjudged as prejudiced and partial.
No one, we presume, with a shade of honesty, and "l\ho reads this book
impartially, can do otherwise than admit that it is written with special
care, fair criticism, and as a fruit and effect of a patient, pains-taking
research. As far as we can judge of :Mr. PHILPOT, he is not the man
either to speak or write in a hurry. He digs deeply beneath the surface,
thoroughly iIivestigates, and then calmly brings forth, from a well-balanced
and highly-tutored mind, his own sober convictions. But, in addition
to these most desirable qualifications for a writer, he adds the weight of
a protracted editorial experience, and a sound heartfelt scriptural knowledge
and personal teaching.
Oonsidering the task Mr. PHILPOT has undertaken at such a junctme in
the professing church's history as the present, we believe' him to be
entitled to the commendatory observations we have made, and they are
offered not in a spirit of adulation, but as the sober conviction of our own
mind, and with a deep sense that, under God, he has done good and
essential service in writing the work from which we purpose in the present-but especially in future-numbers extensively to qU(~te. vVe do
at the same time most heartily commend the work itself to the serious
attention of our readers, and rejoice that the very low price at which it is
"published will place it within the reach of a very large portion of the community. As we intimated in om last, we should rejoice to know that it
was circulated not merely by scores but by hundreds of thousands.
In his preface, Mr. PHILPOT remarks: "I have seen and felt that a prevailing want, with very many persons, is some clear and correct infonnation what Popery really is as a religious system, what doctrines it
definitely holds, what are its fixed principles and modes of action, and by
what steps it is now gradually adv"ancing in power and influence. For
want of this definite information their ideas both of what Popery is in
itself, and how, as a dark cloud, it is gradually stealing over us, are vague
and uncertain; and they know not, for the most part, what books to read,
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or from what sources they may obtain clearer knowledge and more distinct information. It has been, then, my object to furnish this information, as far as I myself possessed it, and I have therefore aimed in the
following pages chiefly at two points: 1, To show, from its own documents and recognized authorities, the doctrines which Popery holds, and
the principles on which it acts; and, 2, To trace out the means whereby
it is gradually advancing in power and influence."
He adds-and we heartily join him in his prayer-" In the hope that
it may please the God of all grace, for His dear Son's sake, to bless what
is thus sent forth for in His name, I commit them to His care and all-wise
disposal, leaviilg the whole in His hands who worketh all things after the
counsel of His own will, and who will, in His own time, avenge the blood
of His saints on their cruel oppressor, and double unto her double accord·
ing to her works."
In page 2 Mr. PHILPOT says: "Be it never forgotten that papal Rome
is essentially unchanging and unchangeable. We say essentially, since
she may change her apparent form without changing her real character,disguise her movements without abandoning her intentions,-for she isand this is a most remarkable feature of her character-at one and the
same time most rigid and most accommodating. In principle she is most
rigid, and in practice, too, when she has the power to carry out her principles into action; but she has the peculiar art of adapting her policy to
circumstances, without abating one iota of her absolute claims. Thus,
amidst all her apparent concessions to the spirit of the times, she has
never really relinquished anyone of her lofty pretensions; for to do so
would be to renounce her claim to be the only true Church, the alone
spotless bride and spouse of the Lord Jesus Christ upon earth. She may
waive her claims for the time, but she has never renounced one of them.
They may be for the present in abeyance, but they lie ready to be resumed at the first opporhmity, as being her divine and inalienable right.
And this claim to supremacy so springs from, and is so connected with,
her 'very constitution, that never at anyone period of her history, however low she has sunk, has she manifested the least disposition to lower,
much less to relinquish it; foi' to da so, she instinctively feels, would be
to commit suicide. For observe the foundation of this claim. She says:
, I am the only true, visible church of Cill'ist, and the Pope, my visible
head, is the Vicar, that is, the Vicegerent and Representative of Christ on
the earth. When Christ rose from the dead, all power was given Him in
heaven and on earth; and this power He delegated to Peter when He
gave him the keys, and to his successors for all subsequent time. As,
then, both the church and the world owe unbounded allegiance to Christ,
so they owe the same unbounded allegiance to the Pope as his Representative on earth.' Now, as to do anything wrong, or make any mistake in the exercise of this supreme and delegated authority, would taint
with suspicion, if not vitiate, the whole of his proceedings, past, present,
and to come-for if he could make one mistake he might make a hundred,
-his words and acts, as Pope, though not as man-for here they make a
distinction-must necessarily be infallible. By this claim of infallibility,
therefore, for her supreme head, Rome has cut off all reformation of her
doctrine,. or all rescinding of papal decrEles, and by necessary consequence,
all repentance for acts performed in pursuance of those doctrines and decrees. Thus, though in the exercise of this authority she has committed
thousands of atrocious Cl'imes, waded, as it were, up to· hel' knees' in the
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blood of the saints, put to death, in a most cruel way, myriads of the best
men and women that ever walked llpon the earth, and with unsparing
hand swept out of her path every on(:l, high or low, who wOllld not bend
to her pretensions, Yilt Shil has never, in any infltance, by anyone public
act, or any'one authentic document, acknowledged that in the execution
of her allthority she has cOjIlmitted any orillll'l. The heretics whom she
has put to death she dechtres she has lawfully e+eecuted as criminals of
the deepest pye;-murderers of men'!' souls, and, therefore, justly punished
by death, as the law pf every state punishes Qapitally the murderers of
men's bodies.
" If in the execlj.tion of this needful puniEjhment, if in her zeal- to stay
the pestilence, she has ]lsed s!Jverity, the necessity of the c~se and the
claims of her holy religion justified it all. Of all crimes that of heresy is
the greatest; and it has been from want of power on her part, not from
want of will, that any live and breathe who ;:tre tainted with that worst of
all sins, that mpst llnparqonable of all traIjsgrl3ssions. This, however for
the moment disguised or suppressed, is the language pf E,ome's heart, the
ruling spirit which animates her whole system."
We pray the reader most carefully to ~onsider the following most truthful testimony: "Np one, therefore, can foretell what Rome will do if she
have the pOWilr. 'The spirit of the age; the pl:inciples of liberty which
animate eVery true English heart, the diffusion of knowledge, and the
spread of education, the power of the nl'lwspaper press, the advance of
democratic prinpiples, the 'force of pllblic opinion, the overwhelming
authority of the House of Commons, the facilities of intercoPlmunication
by the post, the rail, ftnd the telegraph, fusing into one animated mass
all ranks of society, the free discussion of every question i1). private and in
public, the very reb"elliollsne13s of every class amongst us against the
assumption of despotic authqrity of any dl3scriptjon, an,d the stern determinatioll of the jllasses not to be subject tp any external control, none of
which counter infl)lences exist.ed in the middle ages-these powerful, and,
as it would seelI). at present, iIjviI).cible obstacles to the success of Romish
aggression may, if not fully and compll3tely, IJ,t least to a great extent,
prevent Popery assuming that arbitrary, tY~'annical character, which is
. the very breath of its nostrils. But its power, in:flp.ence, and authority
may not be less llo:xious because it jllay reappear amongst us under an
altered form. We have said that it is at the same time most rigid and
most accommodating; rigid in principle, but accoIDlllodating, when
needed in practice. The reason of this apparent inconsistency is, that
Rome has but one object, as we shall by-and-bye Show-power; and to
obtain 'what she can accommodate herself to all times,'persons, places, and
c~rcumstances. ReI' eye is fixed upon one point--l::UPREMACY ;.;' and it
matters little to her how she gets there, whether by a direct or a side-long
movement, whether by a straightforward or circuitous route. If she recede, it is but more securely to advance; if she give way, it is that she
may press more strongly forward; if she sublnit, it is but to reign; and
if she stoop, it is but to conquer. We cannot judge, therefore, what
Rome will do, until the time come when she will be fully prepared to act,
and then she will strike out her own path and march on in it without hesitation or scruple.
Later down in this chapter Mr. PHILPOT proceeds to say-and remember,
lit Reader, this has been our uniform testimony within these pages for the last eightand-twenty years.-En.
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reader, he says it as a N o~conformist Minister, and the experienced
editor of a Dissenting journal : " We as Protestants, and in possession of the greatest amount of civil
and religious liberty with which a nation was ever favoured, have not
known or felt, by painful and bitter experience; the galling pressure of
this yoke of Porery under which these Catholic countries so long have
groaned, and from which they have in good measure now succeeded in
emancipating thems'elves, This practical ignorance on our part of the
tyranny of Rome; wherever she obtains supreme power, favours her
advance in this country. The bird does not yet see the net which is being
spread for it by the fowler. Enjoying among ourselves unlimited freedom
of religious worship, yielding freely to all sects and denominations the
right of worshipping God according to the dictates of their own conscience,
viewing religion as a personal matter between man and his Maker, and
neither wishing to tyrannise over others noi; suffering others to tyrannise
over us, we have hitherto found the benefit of separating, as much as is
possible, questions of religion from civil and political considerations.
8ecure in the enjoymen,t of those liberties from which we have derived so
much national and individual benefit, ancl disposed rather to strengthen
and enlarge the principles of civil and religious freedom than to weaken
or curtail them, we are not prepared to witness the rise of a power in our
midst which abhors and repudiates the very idea of free thought in
religion, and the free exercise of outward worship connected with it, and
which WOUld; if opportunity were given, remorselessly crush both, and
tolerate no creed or worship but her own:
" But assume that the English nation would never submit to such a
despotic tyranny as Rome would establish if she -had the full power;
assume that she might not succeed in trampling upon our present religious liberties; still might she not rise to such a height of power among
us as practicap.y to invest her with a most pernicious and destructive
influence ? Would it be a little matter if her views and doctrines were
so widely diffused, and her pompous ceremonial so generally admired and
followed, as to gain for her large numbers of devoted adherents? The
zeal of new converts is proverbial. Would it, then, be a small matter if
hundreds f)f families were divided by the continual perversion of some of
their members, all full of ardour to maintain their freshly-acquired views
and worship, and to signalize their devotion by making unceasing attempts
to win over the rest to the same creed and church? The misery which
has been already thus caused in many families is but little known; for
family sorrows, though some of the deepest to which we are liable, are of
all trials most concealed. Would it be a small matter to have strife and
contention in house after house, between husband and wife, mother and
daughter, brother and sister, on a point so tender and so vital as religion
and the salvation of the soul? For, bear in mind, that of all creeds and
churches, that of Rome is most intolerant, and that these zealous devotees
would carry out this intolerance to the utmost as a proof of their
sincerity. How it would suspend or break up all religious union!
Family worship must altogether cease, for the Catholic part would not
hear the Protestant Bible read, or bend their knees at the same service
with Protestant worshippers. The tongue must be tied on all points of
religion, to avoid provoking warm and endless controversy. The husband must see his wife go off on the Lord's day morning to the Catholic
chapel, or, according to her temper or her influence over him, be worried.
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or soothed into attending there also with her, to avoid the risk of a
breach in the tenderest relationship of life. But this is not all. Well
would it be for him if neither his wife nor he saw any more of the priest
than when robed in his vestments at the mass. But he well knows that
his wife and daughters, at least as many as follow their mother's footsteps, will put themselves entirely under the counsel and influence of the
priest to determine well-nigh every movement of their life, and practically set at nought all other authority. He may have to encounter the
unwelcome presence of his wife's father confessor in his own home, or,
what is worser may be pretty well sure that he will take advantage of the
absence of the master of the house to bestow the favour of his priestly
visits on the mistress; and, as confession is an indispensable part of their
religion, he will ever carry about with him the galling certainty that the
wife of his bosom, and those daughters of their wedded love who have
become perverts to Rome, will confess to a priest, a young man, probably
in the prime of life, every secret of their heart, and look to his absolution
alone as ensuring the pardon of all their sins. What a breaking- up of
domestic happiness, what a violation of all family ties, what an intrusion
into homes hitherto enjoying the sweetness of an almost sacred privacy,
are all involved in the claim of a priestly confessor to guide the conscience
of his female devotees, and rule them with an authority which they are
fully persuaded it is a mortal sin in them to disobey."
.Tears of the Pilgrims in the Suhlight of Heaven. By W. FRITH, Minister of
Trinity Chapel, New Bexley, S.E. With recommendatory Preface, by
the Rev. HUGH ALLEN, D.D., rector of St. George the Martyr, Southwark. London: Robed Banks, 30, I.Judgate Hill.-A very interesting
book, as far as we can judge from the sheets which have been sent us.
In its complete form we doubt not it will be a most acceptable volume
to the sick and the sorrowful, and calculated to prove, indeed, "a word
in season to them who are weary!"

The Ritualists are beginning to tm:ow off their mask. Faithful
Protestants have all along believed that they were Romanists at heart, or
Romanists in disguise, and now no doubt remains upon the subject; they
themselves openly confess it. See, e. g., the following extract from an
article recently published in one of theu: papers. The writer is giving
advice to continental tourists, and he says, "It must not be forgotten by
us English that we are members of the Catholic Church, and that, though
the Pope be ignorant of us, and Rome acknowlE(dge us not, we are members of the household of faith Bvery whit as much as a foreign Catholic;
also that the Church abroad, which is in communion with Rome, is the
Church of God's appointment there, and that all Protestantism is simply •
heresy and schism. The only bishops and priests with valid jurisdictioll in
France, Germany, Switzerland, and Italy, are in communion with Rome,
• . . . Fraternization with Protestantism is not of necessity, yet, in places
out of number, the same chapel serves for the worship of Anglicans and
Protestants, and English Churchmen are not ashamed to attend the 8er-
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vices of Lutheran, Zwinglian, or Oalvinistic ministers, who stand to the
Oatholic priesthood in the same relation as did Korah, Dathan, .and
Aniram, to the ministry of Aaron. . . . We recommend Oatholic tourists
to avoid all chaplaincies where there are ministers appointed by the O. and
O. S. Why a summer tourist who will be on the continent for a few Sundays should attend any Anglican ministrations whilst there we do not see.
,Vhere there is the least suspicion of identification with Protestantism, he
should certainly avoid them. 'I'he Oatholic Ohurch of the place where he
finds himself is the right and fitting temple in which he should worship.
He will hear there the pure word of God preached; and, if occasionally
he is obliged to listen to exaggerated doctrine, let him remember that in
countless English churches rank heresy is taught. He will find there
the Sacraments' duly administered according to Ohrist's ordinance in all
those things that of necessity are requisite to the same,' with infinitely
more frequency and with greater decency than in most churches at home.
If the traveller should assist at Protestant worship, he is aiding and
abetting that false doctrine, heresy, and schism, from which he prays in
the Litany to be delivered. If he does go to the Anglican chapellw is
nevertheless b02md to be present at an early Mass in the Roman parish clturch.
Who can tell how differently Rome would have been disposed to regard
us if our countrymen, residing or travelling abroad, had systematically
attended Catholic churches, had shown ourselves prompt to contribute to
the erection and decoration of Oatholic altars, and to the maintenance of
Oatholic worship? If the Ohurch on the continent classes Anglicans with
Protestants) the blame lies with ourselves. We have been hand-andglove with every pestiferous sect that poisons the faitp. of foreign Ohristians. By classing ourselves with Protestants we have come to be regarded as Protestants. Let us persistently assert our Oatholicity, and in
God's good time we may see the barrier which separates the churches of
England and Rome broken down, and both unite to preach the faith of
Christ to those who sit in the darkness of Lutheranism and Oalvanism,
and in the shadow of death of infidelity."
This is plain speaking. According to the Ritualists, then, the Ohurch
of Rome is "tlw Ohmch of God's appointment abroad," and" all Protestantism is simply heresy and schism!" If a Ritualist assists at Protestant
worship abroad, he " aids and abets false doctrine, heresy, and schism;"
and the Roman Oatholic chapel is said to be the" right temple in which
he should worship." No doubt of it; for he is one with his Roman
Catholic brother, therefore it is perfectly right that they should worship
together. But, would that they had always thus spoken so plainly! How
many unwary and unstab1e souls would then have escaped their beguilements! Henceforth let no one affirm that Ritualists are members of the
Church of Eng-land, or of any other Pro'testant denomination. They are,
according to their own confession, simply members of the Ohmch of
Rome, and as such, and as such alone, they ought to be treated. Oh,
that a ray of Divine light and a supply of Divine grace might be granted
unto them, to show them their error, and to lead them out of it !
Very different to this confession of the Ritualists was that of the
eloquent Roman Oatholic priest, Pere Hyacinthe, the other day. At a
meeting held in Paris he declaimed against the boasted miraclee of a
Romish saint, and said that he hoped never to see them repeated. But
the portion of his harangue which excited the. greatest astonishment was
his emphatic declaration-Cl There are three religions in this world, the
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Jewish, the Catholic, and the Protestant, and all till-ee are equal in the
eyes of God." Thunders of applause rent the air as the eloquent priest
thus boldly threw off the manacles of intolerant Rome; and when silence
had somewhat subsided, a youth jumped up, and screamed out with a
voice of intense hatred-" I say that you are a blasphemer. There is but
one religion, and the Deity rejects all others as vile idolatries." But he
seemed to excite no sympathy in the audience, and he had to endure the
additional mortificatiop. of witnessing another burst of enthusiastic
ovation to the Father Hyacinthe.
.
An interest~ng account has been published of Miss Whately's schools
at Cairo. By dint of tact, patience, and energ-y, Miss Whately, who is
the daughter oftpe late eminent Archbishop of Dublin, has conquered the
ingrained prejudices ofone ofthe most bigoted of Mahommedan communities,
and has now; after eight years' labour, collected about 250 pupils, eighty of
whom are girls; and the number is steadily increasing. About forty of
the girls and sixty .of the boys belong to the predominant faith. The
former are taught by Miss Whately herself, and an efficient assistant.
This is but a small plot won from the moral desert of the East, but no one can
tell how far a better culture may radiate from it; The work in these
Cairene schools appears to be done judiciously and well. " Both sexes,"
it is said, "are instructed in the Scriptures without any distinction of
tenets. This is one of the most important secrets of success in the
instruction of pupil~ belonging to several distinct and conflicting creeds;
but the leading truths of Christianity are enforced both by precept and
example, and the Mahommedans answer questions on Bible history just
as readily and correctly as English Sunday-school children of the same
age. Besides, the' instruction comprises for both schools reading and
writing in Arabicl with geography and arithmetic. The boys learn also
the difficult and complicated grammar of their own language, along with
history and English, and in the higher classes Turkish and French are
taught. The visitor can scarcely restrain his surprise and admiration
when he hears these little Orientals .reading EngliSh fluently, and
answering with great eagerness and rapidity questions in history and
geography. Few are over twelve years of age; some are not more than
four. It is needless to add that, when first brought to school, they are
utterly ignorant of even the Arabic alphabet. The girls learn plain
needlework as well as the elegant and elaborate embroidery of their own
country, which is always an adequate means of support for a skilful workwoman. The indirect influence of the schools as a civilizing agency cannot
be over-estimated. By degrees the children are emancipated from the
degrading influence of Eastern habits, and are fitted to enter the domestic
life with a clear notion of its duties and privileges. They have acquired,
in part, at least, some of the pure and elevating feelings which in England
are associated with the name of bome, but which until now were never
experienced in the East. They and their parents are beginning to perceive that women have their rights as well as their duties; and, sooner or
later, mothers, and sisters, and wives will gain their proper place and
influence amongst the numerous circle in which the results of Miss
Whately's teaching are felt." In the early days of this mission it was
carried on with the private means of its benevolent founder. When it
grew too extensive for those, help was sought aud obtained in England;
but we regret to find that as usual the sum at present subscribed falls very
far short of th,e requirements of the institution.

