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Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

JEHOVAH-JESUS TRIUMPHANT.
" Yet have I set my king ujJon my holy kill

of Zion."-PSALi\1 ii. 6.

W H.n a glorious consideration is this, beloved! Amid all the dying
circumstances of this poor perishing world, and the startling events
that are now shaking empires to their very foundation, how cheering
is the reflection, that there is a kingdom which can never be moved,
and a King who will eternally and uninterruptedly reign! Nothing
can dispro,e this great and glorious fact. Perplexing and bewildering as is the external working and general appearance of events, yet
naught has arisen, nor can arise, to interfere with, much less to frustrate, the divine purposes of Him who" worketh all things after the
counsel of His own will " (Eph. i. 11). Blessed be His great and
adorable name, "He doth according to His will in the army of
heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none dare stay
His hand, or say unto Him, What doest thou?" (Dan. iv. 35). "The
Lord sitteth upon the flood; yea, the Lord sitteth King for ever"
(Psalm:s::s:i:s:.l0). And the real-and only happy-position ofa child
of God, under the present aspect of things, is, to seek and to realize
grace from on high, in order to " be still and know that He is God;"
for" He will be exalted among the heathen; He will be exalted in
the earth" (Psalm xh·i. 10). The mercy is to rest in Him, and to
rejoice in the fact, that, however subtle the enemy, or whatever the
artifices of men as prompted by the wicked one, nothing can by any
means interfere 'with, or even in the leastwise retard, the course
which J ehovah, from all eternity, designed to pursue. The powers
of darkness, as w811 as all the combined efforts of man, can but be
subservient to the wise and unerring will and pleasure of Him who
is " wonderful in counsel and excellent in working" (Isa. xxviii. 29).
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What precious appeals are those, beloved reader, contained in the
40th of Isaiah: "Who hath direoted the Spirit of the Lord, or being
His counsellor hath taught Him? With whom took He counsel,
and who instructed Him, and taught Him in the path of judgment,
and taught Him knowledge, and showed to Him the way of understanding? Behold, the nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are
counted as the small dust of the balance: behold, He taketh up the
isles as a very little thing. And Lebanon is not sufficient to burn,
nor the beasts thereof sufficient for a burnt offering. All nations
before Him are as nothing; and they are counted to Him less than
nothing, and vanity. To whom then will ye liken God? or what
likcness will ye compare unto Him? The ,rorkman melteth a graven
image, and the goldsmith spreadeth it over with gold, and casteth
silver chains. He that is so impoverished that he hath no oblation
chooseth a tree that will not rot; he seeketh unto him a cunning
workman to prepare a graven image, that shall not be moved. Have
ye not known? Ha,e ye not heard? Hath it not been told you
from the beginning? Have ye not understood from the foundations
of the earth? It is He that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and
the inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the
heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in:
that bringeth the princes to nothing; He maketh the judges of the
earth as vanity. Yea, they shall not be planted; yea, they shall not
be sown: yea, their stock shall not take root in the earth: and He
shall also blow upon them, and they shall wither, and -the whirlwind
shall take them away as stubble. To whom then will ye liken me, or
shall I be equal? saith the Holy One. Lift up your eyes on high,
.aud behold who hath created these things, that bringeth out their
host by number: He calleth them all by names by the greatness of
His might, for that He is strong in pO"ller; not one faileth" (Isa.
xl. 13-26).
The arguments, dear reader, are so blessed, and so exactly adapted
to the times in which we live, and the circumstances in "IIhich our lot
is cast, that we could not refrain from quoting the foregoing- verses;
and then how sweetly are they followed up both by an appeal to the
Lord's dear exercised children, and the most blessed and unquestionable assurance that they shall be strengthened, sustained, and
delivered. Oh, how true it is, believer, that God-even our own"God moves in a mysterious'way,
His wonders to perform; .
He plants His footsteps in the sea,
Anc1ric1es upon the storm.
" Deep in unfathomable mines
Of nevel'-failing skill, .
He treasmes up His bright designs,
Anc1 works His sov'reign will.
" Blind unbelief is sute to err,
Anc1 scan His work in vain;
Goc1 is His own interpreter,
And He will make it plain."
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The words of our text, belo,ed, are, you will peroeive, introduoed
by another of the significant" l:ETS " whioh have of late engaged our
uttention. Is it not particularly worthy of note that this declaration
of the setting up a precious and glorious Christ as King stands, so to
speak, upon the very threshold of the blessed book of Psalms? Moreover, the declaration is based upon the opposition amI the enmity
both to Him and His reign. Now this is [i, most cheering consideration to the Lord's dear fam.ily, because it fortifies them with a scriptural argum~nt with which to repel the taunts and insinuations of
the carnal as to the character of Him who is emphatically declared to
be the Prince of Peace, and as to the nature of His reign and
dominion. The kingdom of Christ is set up upon the l'uins of the
fall. He is to be eternally glorified as a conqueror. His kingdom
is to be established upon the footing that He has fought and
triumphed over Sabn, sin, death, hell, and the grave! This should
ever be borne in mind; and, in proportion as this great truth is kept
in view, will light be thrown upon the conflict in which every true
follower of Christ is engaged. The true Christian is, in his little
measure and uegTee, to follow in the c1ivine footsteps of his Lord and
Master. Hence, as He encountered opposition, as He had to wage a
deadly and a perpetual warfare with the powers of darkness, so, in
their little day and generation, have all His followers. He declared,
when on earth, that" the clisciple should not be above his master,
nor the ser,ant abo,e his lord" (Matt. x. 24).
There are, moreowr, two great and gracious features which are
inseparable from this very position: first, the unspeakably precious
promises of their glorious Head and Lord, which are directed
specially and particularly to this condition; and, secondly, the sweet
and altogether c1i,ine and supernatural personal realizations which are
inseparably connected there\\ith. The apostles when "beaten and
commanded (by the council) that they should not speak in the name
of Jesus," were only the first of that" great cloud of witnesses" who
"rejoiced that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His
name" (Acts v. 41).
Dear reader, cannot you testify before a gainsaying world, that
some of the happiest moments you ever passecl on earth were when
you were reproached for the name of Jesus? Oh, when was it that
you had special communion with your Lord? when had you "fellowship with Him in His sufferings?" Was it not when" men reviled
you and persecuted you, and said all manner of eyil against you
falsely?" (1Iatt. ,. 11.) Ah, was it not then you 'were led to think
upon Him who" endurecl such contradiction of sinners against Himself" (Heb. xii. 3); "who, when He was reviled, reviled not again;
\\·hen He suffered, He threatened not; but committed Himself to Him
that judgeth righteously?" (1 Pet. ii. 23.) \Vhen, we ask, could you
enter so feelingly and so sympathizingly into all that was foreshown
by the prophet Isaiah of the contempt and the buffetings and the
cruel and ignominious death of your Lord and Saviour, as when you
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yourself, in your own tiny measure and degree, were called to bear reproach and to suffer wrongfully? Did you ever feel the words of Jesus,
"Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do," as then?
And were you ever, under other circumstances, so disposed to sympathize with the dying thief, as when, addressing his brother malefactor, upon their condemnation, he exclpimed, "And we indeed
justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds; but this man
hath done nothing amiss?" (Luke xxiii. 41.)
We trust t)lese few ob'lervations may serve, under God, to make
the reader more patient and tranquil under suffering for his Lord's
sake.
How sweet, then, beloved, is the consideration, that, in spite of all
opposition, and in the exercise of the grace, the love, the tender
compassion of His heart, God the Father hath set up as King in Zion
our most glorious Christ! ,¥hat proof is given thereby of even the
Father's love to, and interest in, poor sinners! How does Jesus Himself dwell upon the Father's love, when He specially adclTesses Him
in the 17th of John;. and how do both the apostles Paul and Peter,
in their several epistles, testify to the self-same fact! It is very
blessed, dear reader, to remember this, and to contemplate likewise
the revelation and discovery of the fact under the personal ministry
and divine power of the Holy Ghost. It is He-and He alone-that
leads His children into all truth upon these great and glorious
verities. "Yet have I set my King upon my holy hill of Zion." As
much as to say, "Be the hatred or the hostility or the antagonism
what it may, yet I-the immutable, the self-existent, the eternal I
AM THAT I AM-have set my King upon my holy hill of Zion.
He shall reign; He shall have dominion from sea to sea;" yea, with
regard to His mediatorial kingdom and possession, God the Father
says, " Ask of me, and I shall give Thee the heathen for Thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for Thy possession" (Psalm
ii. 8). How precious, reader, is the contemplation of this blessed
covenant declaration of God our Father; and, inasmuch as He hath
said it, so it must be. Verily it shall come to pass. Notwithstanding all the contentions of the powers of darkness, the "ord of J ehovah
shall come to pass. " His counsel must stand, and He will do all His
pleasure" (Isa. xlvi. 10). Verily, there must be a fulfilment ofthe
words of Jesus, in sweet response to this glorious declaration of the
Father: "Father, I will that they also, "hom Thou hast given me,
be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which
Thou hast given me: for Thou londst me before the foundation of
the world" (John xvii. 24). "And this is the Father's will which
hath sent me, that of all which He hath given me I should lose
nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day" (John vi. 39) ..
Now, dear reader, as before intimated, if the Lord the Spirit is
pleased to fix these glorious verities in our hearts, it will not only lift
us above all personal sorrows, worldly difficulties, Satan's fiery temptations, but likewise render us placid and hopeful-yea, possess us
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with a holy confidence-in the midst of all that is taking place
around. Agaiu, moreover, as the Lord the Spirit is pleased to give
us faith, we shall stand still, in a calm and peaceful conviction, that
the Lord J ehovah is working out, in His own wise, wonderful, and
irresistible way, His own eternal purposes of love and mercy to His
eternally-chosen and everlastingly-lovecl people, and wrath and
indignation against every final opposer of His Son, and that kingdom
which He has designed and declarecl shall be eternally set up.
Oh, then, f~)l' faith to wait and patience to watch His hand, assured
that every day, and every circumstance connected with such every
day, is only hastening the coming and the everlasting reigu and
triumph of Rim concerning whom the Father hath said, "Yet have
I set my King upon my holy hill of Zion."
We cannot close without expressing our belief, that the events
which are 1:'0 rapidly occurring in our own times are leading us
onward and onward to some great crisis. What that may be we
attempt not to define; but of this we are persuaded, beyond all doubt
or hesitation, that it shall ultimately issue in the return and the everlasting triumph of Him respecting whom J ehovah hath said, "I will
overturn, overturn, overturn it, and it shall be no more, until He
come whose right it is" (Ezek. xxi. 27).
Reader, we would close with the exhortation of our dear Lord and
Master, and may He vouchsafe to each of us grace to attend thereunto: "Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the
time is. For the Son of Man is as a man taking a far journey, who
left his house, and gave authority to his servants, and to every man
his work, and commanded the porter to watch. Watch ye therefore:
for ye know not when the master of the house cometh, at even, or
at midnight, or at the cockcrowing, or in the morning: lest coming
suddenly He find you sleeping. And what I say unto you I say
unto all, Watch" (Mark xiii. 30-37).
St. Lu,ke'8, BedmiJ1stel', Sept. 9, 1870.
THE EDITOR.
HELP FOR THE HELPLESS.
A LADY, who had lost her all through the iniquity of a relative, was
walking one day on the beach at Ramsgate, bemoaning her hard case,
and with many tears beseeching the God who had promised to provide
for the fatherless and needy to interfere on her behalf. She had known
the Lord for some years, and in past trials had found Him a very present
help in time of trouble; but this was a way she had not been heretofore,
and her spirit failed as she thought of the deep poverty that stared her in
the face, with no earthly resource but the workhouse. One gleam of
brightness crossed her mind-if Jesus went with her there, that was
enough, all would be well. At this moment, a lady walking before her
dropped a pocket handkerchief. The poor disconsolate thing picked it
up and restored it to the owner. Next day they met on the beach, and a
few pleasant words of enquiry were spoken by the lady, who made use of
the found handkerchief to make acquaintance with the poor troubled
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one. Daily they met, and union of spirit in the truth and fellowship
with a precious Ohrist drew them in the bonds of love to one another.
Before long a home was opened in the heart and house of the stranger
for the poor distressed lady, and, when death deprived her of her friend,
she found herself possessed of more than her wicked relative had defrauded
her of. Oh, what a teaching lesson for God's poor, who often are in the
case described by the Prophet, "A people robbed and spoiled, snared
and taken in prison-houses for a spoil, and none delivereth for a prey, and
none saith, Restore." Picked out as for the most part from among the
poor and despised of this world, "for not many mighty, noble, or wise
are called," they are taught their lesson of dependence upon God for all,
through dire necessity, Where is this or that help to come from? how
can this or that need be supplied? is often their enquiry. One of old said,
" ·Where is the God of Elij ah ?" and in later days the desponding cry was,
" Who shall roll us away the stone from the door of the sepulchre?" But,
o how often God's people find, as the disciples of old did; the stone rolled
away by unseen hands; Ohrist Jesus performing wonders, and in the
midst of heart sinkings, 1mbelief, terror of mind, and dread of difI:iculties
that may never occm', the Lord brings about surprising deliverance, and
shows Himself the God of the Bible to His people no",'. But, to see His
hand, they must do a little business in deep waters. Mistakes, failures,
losses, crosses, soul troubles, relative and personal worries, all go to make
up the much tribulation through which the believer wades to heaven.
Then there is the marked and conspicuous deliverance; the gradual and
unperceived deliverance; faith given at times that makes the trial easy;
and love that bears the soul up, and makes it say, "Though He slay me,
yet will I trust Him." Dear child of God, yom way may be dark and
thorny, your faith small, your fears great, but there is a God who can
deliver. He can open doors, open hearts. He can multiply what you
have. He can supply all your need, and, by a turn in some Providential
leading, He can change your night into day, and cause you" to sing' the
Lord's song" even in this" strange land."
L.

REMARKS ON THE KINDNESS OF A KING TO A PRISONER..
IN Jeremiah, 52nd chapter, and the four last verses, an account is given
of the captivity of Jehoiachin, King of Judah; of the time when Evilmerodach, King of Babylon, lifted up his head, and broug'ht him forth out
of prison, speaking kindly to him, setting his throne abo,e the kings that
were with him in Babylon, changing his prison garments; and of his
giving him a continual diet, every day a portion, until the day of his
death, all the days of his life.
May the Holy Spirit unfold these words of holy writ to the understanding both of the writer and reader, and make them a blessing to each!
Before the King of Babylon showed such favour to the King of J udah,
he had been in captivity thirty-seven years. Before the" King of kings"
makes His people experimentally acquainted with His favour, they are
led captive by the devil at his will, some of them even more than thirtyseven years.
The King of Babylon had a kindly feeling towards Jehoiachin before
he displayed it in the way related. Before the" King of Saints" manifests His grace in calling His people, He has "thoughts of peace"
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towards them, "and not of evil," having loved them with an everlasting
love. While in captivity, the King of J udah very likely was ignorant of
what was passing in the mind of the King of Babylon about him. Before
the Lord's people are quickened, how ignorant they are of the purposes
of His grace towards t!J.eir precious souls!
The time for J ehoiachin's release or deliverance was not determined
by himself, but by his deliverer. So the Lord has a set time to favour
Zion, a time appointed by Himself, when He will say to His prisoners,
" Go forth."
Perhaps it took J ehoiachin by surprise when such favour was shown
him by Evil~merodach. The very blessed, grand, and large scale on
which the King of Zion shows His rich grace to poor captive sinners,
when known and felt in their hearts, wonderfully surprises them.
The favour J ehoiachin was partaker of was discriminating, as it is
written, "Evil-merodach, King of Babylon, in the first year of his reign,
lifted up the head of J ehoiachin, King of Judah, and brought him forth
out of prison, and spake kindly unto him, and set his throne above the
throne of the kings that were with him in Babylon." The particular
favour the King of Babylon had towards the King of Judah was shown
in setting" his throne above the throne of the kings that were with him."
It may be none of the other kings had ever been brought so low as
J ehoiachin; now he is raised above them. God's grace is His own, and
He has eternally fixed on the persons who shall most certainly be lifted
up by it. How low sin sinks the soul! how high grace raises it! The
favour shown to J choiachin, and the efforts made to release him, were
successful, for he was brought out of prison. He did not force his way
out, but was brought out.
Goers' grace finds His people in prison, but it brings them out of it,
and it never fails to fully deliver those sin-fettered souls to whom it is
brought. Every soul delivered by the grace of the Lord Jesus Ohrist
from the prison-house of sin will be exalted to a throne (1 Sam. viiii.).
What a change for J ehoiachin-one day in a prison, and another seated
on a throne! What dark and dismal places grace fiuds poor sinners 'in!
What bright and glorious places it raises them to! Those now in heaven
were once in the dark prison-houses of sin. Adored be the ever-blessed
name of the Lord, for His rich grace! Jehoiachin's prison garments
were changed. When the Lord delivers a sinner, He gives him a change
of raiment. His filthy garments are taken away; the man's life is
changed. A man cannot walk in the sweet enjoyment of Gospelliber~y
with the prison garments on. No, the best robe does not well match
with the prison garments. It is in vain for a person to profess he has
been delivered from the guilt and power of sin, if his prison garments
have not been changed. 'fhe garments Jehoiachin wore he did not make
himself, nor did they cost him anything, being free gifts. So" the best
robe" the pardoned and justified sinner wears cost him nothing: it is "a
free gift." What a high privilege to be covered with the robe of Ohrist's
righteousness! How costly and durable!
After his deliverance, J ehoiachin was favoured with communion with
his deliverer. "He spake kindly unto him." How condescending! So
with the delivered sinner, and his gracious Deliverer. Oommunion with
God is a fruit and effect of delivering grace. His deliverer not only spake
unto him, but it is written, he " spake kindly unto him." Oh! the power
of kind words; especially the kind and gracious words of Jesus when
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spoken home to the heart. Bless His dear name, He knows "how to speak
a word in season to him that is weary." In the margin it is, "He spake
good things with him." Not a word against him. What favour! If
Jesus speaks for us, it matters little who speaks against us.
J ehoiachin did continually eat bread before his deliverer all the days
of his life. He seemed to have had a good appetite for food, after his
deliverance, and plenty to supply the appetite with. Prison diet will not
do for one who is risen with Jesus. J ehoiachin fed in the presence of the
king, and on what he had free1y provided for him. Meat is eaten in the
felt presence o,f the dear Saviour, which the world knows nothing of. It
is usually a feeding and feasting time when the Lord's presence is realized
by His people. His diet was given-a continued diet-every day a portion.
The believer has his every-day portion, and it is a good thing "hen he is
content with his every-day portion, and does not wish it changed. He
was not allowed to choose his own diet and every-day portion. This was
done by his kind deliverer. So the Lord Jesus chooses what diet His
people shall be supplied with, every day until the day of their death. And
surely a plentiful, good, and wholesome diet it is, such as "the Bread of
Life," "living water," "the sincere milk of the word," "wine that
maketh glad the heart of man," "the wine of astonishment," "wine and
milk," "wines on the lees well refined," "honey out of the rock," "oxen
and fatlings," "bread of tears," "butter of wine, and milk of sheep,
with fat of lambs, and rams of the breed of Bashan, and goats, with the
fat of kidneys of wheat," "savoury meat," " salt" of grace, " a feast of
fat things, of fat things full of marrow."
How soul-satisfying it is when the Lord Jesus is seen by faith sitting
at the head of the Gospel table, and His precious voice heard saying,
" Eat, 0 friends; drink, yea, drink abundantly, 0 beloved !"
A soul partaking of this divinely-prescribed and freely-given diet, at
the right time and in due quantities, will not be lean and famishing ; but
" fat and flourishing-." What a difference bet"een the diet of the old
man of sin and the new man of grace!

Tetb?wy.

F. F.

BE STRAIGHTFORWARD.
WHl>N we do even a little evil that much good may folio,,', "e are turning
aside from the straight road, and we countenance a principle "hich, perhaps, more than any other, has reared its Babel-like fron against the
simplicity of the truth as it is in J esl1s. Of all mottoes in\olving important
practical and doctrinal results, we would have this inscribed over the gates
of the Christian vineyard: "Never do evil that good may come," whether
it be under the name of expediency or policy, 01' prudence, or Cluistian
wisdom. Though the amount of evil be as small as a tiny acorn, it
encloses the germ of gigantic principle. The straight road is the
Christian's road, wherein none can lose their way; the winding path is
but a branch of the broad road and beaten tmck. Like the living creatures
by the Chaldean river, our feet must be straight feet; like them let us
endeavour to go straightforward, turning not aside as we go, but following
the Spirit that goes before us. In all work this will be found a safe and
simple rule. The duties that must be done clandestinely cease to be
duties. The work that is done under another badge than the Jl,iaster's
will never prosper. The truths that must be rendered palatable by
worldly policy will lose their truthfulness, and fail of their effect.
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JESUS HUMBLED TO A MORTAL CHILD.
WE are accustomed on a Sabbath evening to assemble our dear ones, and
bid them sing together a hymn of praise. Last Sabbath evening, while
joining in the well-known verse" Migbty ~onarcb! Saviour mild!
Ht//lnblecl to a ?nol·tal chilcl ;

Captive, beaten, bound, reviled,
Jesus, hear and save!"that expression, "Humbled to a mortal child," came home with such a
sweetness and melting power, that, as Mr. Spurgeon said once to us, "\Ve
put that on our shelf to be brought out and used in due season." That
due season being the present, we sit down, after the hurryand bustle of
the day, earnestly and calmly desiring that the Lord the Spirit would
open out this wonderful fact to our souls: that Jesus, the King of kings
and Lord of lords, became humbled to a little child. Only think of it,
beloved-that He should have left the glory which He had with the
Father before the world was, and assume our nature, and with that nature
go down into the very depths of surfering and woe! Where is the earthly
prince that would leave his throne, separate himself from courtly favour.
and become humbled to a position lower than the meanest of his subjects?
In tho "hole history of the world where is there anything like this?
True, "e hear of isolated cases of an aristocrat of high birth and blood
descending into the very scum of society to alleviate the wants of the poor
and dish-essed, and commendable indeed it is. God be praised that "e
ha,e had such as the Countess of Huntingdon, and have still our noble
and belo,ed Earl of Shaftesbury. The Lord bless him and keep him!
But, far abo,e all their works of faith and labours of love, think of J e~m~,
the Son of God, and God the Son, making Himself of no reputation, and
taking upon Himself the form of a servant, humbled Himself, and became
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. No rich relations
welcomed Him into the world, or spread a costly repast in honoUl' of the
event. No, His earthly parents "ere so poor that they "rapped Him in
swaddling clothes and . laid Him in a manger, "because there was no
room for Him in the inn." No lucrative employment "as in store f01'
Him in the humble station of "the carpenter's son;" He toileLl on for
many a long year. No downy bed formed His couch by night; "the
foxes had holes, and the birds of the air had nests, but the Son of man
had not where to lay His head." Riches fell not to His lot. "For ye
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though He was rich, yet
for our sakes He became poor, that we through His poverty might bo
rich." His companions were not the wealthy and the great; no, Ho
associated with the despised, and sat at meat with publicans and sinners.
Earthly po"el' He "ould have none of it. "I received not honour of
men," He said; and, "hen He perceived that they "ould make Him a king',
He departed into a mountain Himsolf alone to hold communion with Bis
Father. Xo cushioned carriage conveyed Him along the hig'hway, but
He entered Jerusalem by Bis o"n choice and command, sitting upon an
Q Q
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ass, in fulfilment of the prophecy, "Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold,
thy King cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the
foal of an ass." No uppermost seat at the table of the rich did He
occupy; but, as a servant, He washed His disciples' feet, and wiped them
with a towel wherewith He was girded; and, submitting Himself to
unparalleled sufferings, He fulfilled the prophecy, " I gave my back to be
smitten, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair: I hid not my
face from shame and spitting;" and closed the life of the Man of Sorrows,
enduring the cross, and despising the shame for the joy that was set
before Him of. saving His people with an everlasting salvation, and sitting
down with them at the right hand of God. Oh, preeious, precious Jesus!
Reader, was ever love like this? One's soul melts at the thought ot
Jesus' humiliation, and what He has passed through for you and for
me. But, while we are enabled to trace our dear Redeemer through His
earthly pilgrimage, and mark the various stages of His visible acquaintance
with grief, yet who can pourtray what His inward suffering was, or tell of
the secret bitterness of soul He often endured? For instance, who could
tell the agony of His mind, when He said to His disciples, "I have a
baptism to be baptized with, and how am I straightened till it be accomplished?" Or, again, when in view of Calvary, he said to His Father,
" Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me?" No, there are
times of l"nward suffering that no mortal tongue can tell of: it was the
anguish which a Saviour had, and only could have, to bear; and yet
with it all, look at His patient endurance, His lamb-like conduct, and
loarn, my soul, to be patient in thy lesser and far lighter tribulation.
But, then, it may be asked, was there a necessity for Christ thus taking
upon Himself our nature and suffering in the way you have described?
"Indeed, there was," some reply; "it was for an example." ,Vould this
be God-like? Would such a plan be worthy of the Infinite mind? Certainly not. No, far beyond a mere example, there was a deep needs be
for all that our blessed Redeemer passed through. "Ought not Christ
to have suffered?" Was it not for a high and important purpose?
Ah, the necessity of His humiliation is seen in the fact of the deep
character of sin! It must be a God-Saviour for a guilty sinner. It must
be the God-man for guilty man. Nothing short of the atonement of
Christ will do; and men may invent a thousand different refuges, but they
are all refuges of lies. Jesus, and Jesus alone, will do; His finished
work must be faith's stronghold.
And then, it was to adapt Himself to our condition that Christ became
clothed with humanity. Some have talked of "the heroism of Christ; "
but, depend upon it, in His human nature He felt like a man, wept as we
weep, hungered as we hunger, was weary as we are weary; so saith
the apostle, "We hav~ not an High Priest which cannot be touched with
the feelings of our infirmities, but was in all points tempted like as we
are, yet without sin."
Is thine heart crushed under some heavy affiiction? so was His. Are
thine eyes dimmed with tears through some bereaving providence? so
was His. " Jesus wept." And there is not a trial, however peculiar, or
exigency, however pressing, that you are called to endure, but what He
knows all about it, and will support you under it. Thine elder Brother,
although in glory, has a Brother's heart and a Brother's love, and will
never leave nor forsake thee.
And then, our dear Lord's humiliation was to prepare Him for His
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mecliatorial eharacter, the Mediator of the new covenant, who by means of
death for the redemption of transgressors that "ere under the first
testament, they which are called might receive the promise of an etel'llal
inheritance-a mediation which was typified by Moses, "ho stood between
the Lord and the children of Israel, to show them the word of the Lord,
"'hen they were afraid by reason of the fire, and went not up into the
mount; and by Aaron, who, when the plagne was begun among the
people, put on incense, and made an atonement for the people, and stood
lletween the dead and the liviug, and through his intercession the plague
was stayed.. So, in the fulness of time, our spiritual Aaron came, made
an atone 1llent f')r the sins of His people, stood between the dead and the
living, and saved them that were ready to perish; hence said the apostle,
"But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh
by the blood of Christ."
How, then, does the matter stand as regards one's self? simply thus:
By nature I am an unholy, unclean, sinful man. I cannot stand before a
pure and holy God, much less be accepted by Him; but Christ, by His
death, worked redemption for transgressOl's, that they might receive the
promise of an eternal in:"eritance. I am a transgressor. I feel it. I
know it. To whom can I ft.y but to Jesus? I look to him to stand
between God and myself, and I say, "Lord Jesus, Thou art my Sm'ety,
my Friend, my Mediator." He hears my cry. He receives me; yea, He
hath put that cry into my heart, and He responds, "Fear not! I am
thine, and thou a,:t mine." He stands between, and, fulfilling His
mediatorial character, intercedes for me, spreads my case before tho
Father, shelters, succours, and supports me; and, as in Him dwelleth all
the fulness of the Godhead bodily, opens to me all the stores of grace I
need.. The Father is satisfied, Jesus is glorified, and I am blessed.
But, again, Jesus humbled Himself that He might become (t High Priest
for erer for His people.
Oh! ho" God-dishonouring and Cl1l'ist-disdaining is the would-be
eartWy priesthood of the present day! Not merely have we the awful
declaration of the infallibity of a poor feeble \I'orill of the earth, but ,YO
have men assuming a sacerdotal office, and pretending to be sacrifi'cing
priests. It is a blasphemy-equally wrong--the separating of chau(;el
from Church, and forbidding any of the laity to enter, but the priests
alvne. This is a return to the Mosaic dispensation, which is done away
\I·ith in Christ, and is nothing more nor less than trampling underfoot
the blood of the covenant. ,Vhen Jesus' flesh was rent in twain upon
the cross, the veil of the temple was rent in twain, the Holy Ghost thus
sig'nifying that the way into the holiest of all, which was not befure
manifest while as yet the first tabernacle was standing, was now made
manifest in Jesus, who had not entered into the holy places made with
hands, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of GoJ
for us.
"Upon His sacred breast He wears
The names of all His saints;
For them within the veil appears,
Presenting their complaints."
But, while we have said that theTe were higher intentions in Christ's
humiliation than His becoming merely an example, and have mentioned
a few of them, yet we must not forget what a blessed example He did
become by His humiliation. Ah, reader, when you and I ,rould be great,
QQ2
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let us think of Jesus' words," I am among you as one that serveth ;" the
precious Lord of glory; so lowly in heart that He made Himself of no
reputation among men; and, when we are inclined to be selfish, we should
do well to think Christ "pleased not Himself," but came "not to be
ministered unto, but to minister."
Well, then, here are a few of the pmposes of Jesns' humiliation. It
was because the deep character of sin demands it; it "as that "He
might adapt Himself to our need and natme ;" that "He might be the
Mediator of the new covenant;" that" He might be a High Priest fer
ever for His. people;" and that "He might set them an example of
patience and meekness as they pass through an ungodly "arId." "Great
is the mystery of godliness: God manifest in the flesh."
And now, "hat we wrmt to d"ell upon is the fact that whle Jesus humbled
It£mselj to a mOl-tal eMld, His f?'ierl and tempted people shall in some measure
become like I[im also: they shall have the "orld crucified to them, and they
to the world, and be brought to the simplicity of little children. It may

be sharp discipline that effects this, but it will be found well in the end.
And, oh, how much there is within us that needs subduing! For instance,
the natural pride of the human heart. Ab, what a contemptible thing is
pride! To see worms of the earth stalking about in creature-greatness and
self-sufficiency, boasting of their earthly possessions, as if they were going
to live for ever! It was pride that made Ahithophel, when he saw that
his counsel was not followed, "go out from their midst, and llang himself;" it was pride that made the wicked Haman full of wrath because
the Jew at the gate would not bow down to reverence him; it was pride
that made Belshazzar lift up himself against the LOl'd of heaven, and
praise the gods of silver and gold; it was pride that made Herod, upon a
set clay, array himself in royal apparel, and, sitting upon his throne,
make an oration unto his people, full of creature-greatness and boasting;
and it was pride, as prophesied by Timothy, that should abound in the
last days: verily, therefore, the last days must have arrived, for the world
is full of it now.
But, if in the unsanctified the exhibi ion of pride is so contemptible,
how painful to see the spirit thereof manifested by those who profess to
be followers of Christ I-to see such a fa\omedservant of God as Hezekiah
" rendering not again according to the benefit done unto him, for his heart
was lifted up." Ab, we fear there are many such in the present day!
It is grievous beyond measure to mark among Christian' the exhibition
of one of " the SIT things" that we are told are an abomination unto the
Lord (Prov. vi. 17).
Oh, beloved, may you and I rather be among those of "ham our Lord
said, "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven!"
Such a poverty of spirit and lowliness of mind as was sweetly exhibited
by :Moses when he said to the Lord, "Oh, Lord God, I cannot speak, for
I am a chilcl." We do not know what you feel, but for one's self we must
say, the Lord is bringing us to this simplicity step by step. We never
felt our ignorance and poverty and nothingness more than we <10 now.
It may be that one who reads our confession, and who, like us, has known
the Lord for many years, is responding, "Even so is it with me." You,
then, dear reader, at all events, "ill understand us.
"Vell, then, "hat "e want is the sweet grace of humility and meekness,
that betokens a gro"ing conformity to the will of Jesus. Oh, how
enviable it is to behold the Christian calmly resting upon Him, delivered
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from creature-conceit, and anxious that Ohrist should be all and in all !
Here are features that have marked many who have attained unto a
gooclly standing in spirituality. That dear man of God, George \Yhittield-bold preacher of the Gospel as he was-was brought to say, "I am
sick of all I do, and stand astonished that the Redeemer still continues to
make use of and bless me; surely I am more foolish than any man; no
one receives so much and does so little." And again, dear Toplady-that
eminent servant of God-said, "When I consider the goodness of' God to
me, the chief of sinners, I am astonished at the coldness of my gratitude
and the smallness of my love." These dear men, and many others, had
learned to loathe everything' of the creature-to have the most lowly views
of themselves and exalted views of a precious Ohrist. Sweet grace that
thus humbles! blessed sanctified afflictions that take all the tall talk out
of a Ohristian man! That which brings us to a greater conformity to
Jesus' will, and makes us more Ohristlike,must be well. A proud heart
and a lofty mountain are never frllitful; and have we not reason to be
humbled and silenced 'in the considemtion of so much mercy bestowed?
If we think of how we once lay perishing in our blood, and the Lord

Jesus Ohrist passed by i1nd said, "Live, live;" if we thiuk of how Jesus
rescued us from the gates of hell and jaws of death, and Satan was
obliged to let go his hold of us; if we think of how Jesus revealed Himself as mighty to save, and the Holy Spirit applied the precious blood
,,-hich cleanseth from all sin; and if we think of our many backslidings
and wanderings since then, and yet that in the midst of all we have been
preserved, supported, and blessed, what reason have we to be deeply
hUillbled and melted under the consideration of so much mercy bestowed!
" Wondrous mercy I haye found;
Oh, let me praise Thy name! "
_-\,nd if there is enough to humble us within, so also is there enough to
humble us without. Some are apt to think that, with the present march
of education, we are gradually going on to perfection, and shall
arrive at something angelic shortly. But what saith the wars and
rumoUl'S of war, and all their attendant horrors? What saith the details
of the daily press? These all tell a different tale, and bring out the fact
that nothing but the grace of God can restrain human nature, and keep
man in his right place. Facts, then, around us, and foes within us,
should. keep us humble.
And then think how practically this humility should be manifested by
those who bear the name of Jesus. Suppose, for instance, dear reader,
you or I have to carry some peculiar cross, and we begin to murmur
under its weight, and say, "I can't bear it i" and we feel we must do
some rash thing to get away from it. Oh should we not check such
rebellion with the inquiry, "Is this Ohristlike? Did Jesus say, when
He had to meet crucifixion for me, 'I can't bear it' ?" Nay, did not the
meek and lowly Lamb of God bear all that was put upon Him without a mUl'mur?
".Lord, who hast suffered all for me,
My peace and pardon to procure;
The lighter cross I bear for Thee,
Help me with patience to endure.
" Let me not angrily declare
No pain was ever sharp like mine;
Nor murmur at the cross I bear,
But rather weep rememb'ring Thine."
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Well, as th~ fruit matures, how weighty it becomes! as the corn ripens,
how it bends to the ground! So with the Christian: as grace matures
and experience ripens, there will be a bending and humbling realized
within.
As an untutored yet well-tutored cottageI' once said to us,
" Ah, sir, grace does humble and crumble a poor fellow like me!"
One thought more, namely, tltat as Chri.st's llvmiliation was introductory
to His exaltation, so tlte (JJ/n'stian's earthly down-casting is tlte prelude to Ms
heavenly ~tpllfting. We see J e~us made a little lower than the angels for
the suffering of death crowned with glory. Blessed Redeemer, we desire
to call to mind Thy glory before the world "as, Thy love in undertaking
the work of reClemption for us, Thy birth of a lo"ly virgin, 'rhy life of
sorrow, Thy shame and contempt, Thy rejection by man, Thy bloody
sweat and agony, Thy crown of thorns, Thy stripes, the nails in Thy
hands and feet, Thy cross and passion, Thy painful death, Thy burial in
the tomb; but from all these to rise to the contemplation of Thy glorious
resurrection and ascension, Thy leading captivity captive, and rer;eiving
gifts for men, Thy sitting at the right hand of the Father, Thy mediation,
Thy future judgment, and Thy glory, yet to be revealed to Thine own.
Beloved, om rejoicing may well be in the exaltation of our blessed
Saviour.
" Though here He suffered toil and pain,
To save His Church with blood;
High over all He lives to reign,
Tbe everlasting God."
And then-oh, happy and joyous prospect !-the Christian shall be a partaker with Him of His exaltation. Yes, tlte pearl has been long buried
twenty fathoms deep, but now it is brought to light to shine in a Saviour's
diadem. The ll:ly, hidden amidst the leaves on the bankside, now rears its
head in the perpetual sunshine of eternal glory. The cottagM' has had his
crust and his Christ in part, but now he shall have his crown and his
Christ to the full. The songster's harp has long hung upon the willows,
but now he finds it well strung as he takes his part in the psalmody of
the celestial choir. The pilgrim has come up out of great tribulation to
enter into the joys of a glorious triumph. ne lowly one, despised and
outcast here, finds himself equal with the highest in the ranks of the
ransomed ones around the throne yonder. Oh, wondrous exaltation: The
valley of humiliation traversed, the heights of Zion gained, struggles
ended, sweets enjoyed; the tempest-tossed has the river crossed, Apollyon
defeated, and the pilgrim seated upon one of the thrones of David.
Events are passing in our days with the greatest rapidity. "\\1.1at
next?" is the breathless inquiry of the spirit of the world. Oh, Thou
precious Jesus, to whom in the midst of all can "e cling but unto Thee?
Link Thou our earthly feebleness to Thine almighty power, and
" Be Thou our pattern; make us bear
More of Thy gracious image here!"
That His mind may be in us more and more is our sincere desire. You
see, beloved, that the burden of our cry at this time has been that the
grace of lmm£lity may be possessed by us, and that we under its influence
may become in our life and character more like the meek and lowly
Jesus. May the Lord grant it, for His name's sake! Amen.
TVanstead, Essex.
G. C.
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THE EVERLASTING OOVENANT; OR, THE SURE MERCIES
OF DAVID.
THE

SUBSTANCE

OF A SERMON PREACHED RY THE REV. J. J. EASTMEAD,
TYLDESLEY CHAPEL, NEAR MANCHESTER.

MINISTER OF

(Concluded from page 495.)

"I wiUmake an everlasting covenant wit1! you, even the sure mercies oj IJavid."ISAIAH Iv. 3..

n. WE shall now speak of God promising to make with the thirsty soul
an everlasting covenant: "I will make an everlasting covenant with YOll."
It is well to notice the definite terms used by God in speaking of His
covenant purposes, "I will." The words of the text, mind, are addressed
to every tltirsty soul. But how can God make this everlasting covenant
with a sinner which He made with His own eternal Son? To explain this,
we must remind you of a truth which we often bring before you, nflmely,
the eternal union of Ohrist and His people. Ohrist is the covenant Head
of His people (God's loved, elected ones); they are members of His body,
of His flesh, and of His bones. The covenant in eternity made with the
Head, is as though it were made with the members, and therefore David
said, "He hath made with me an everlasting covenant," &c. Now, every
true believer in the Lord Jesus is enabled to say so, as the language of
faith. But mark: God says, "I W2'U make an everlasting covenant with.
you;" intimating that He has not yet made it with the thirsty soul. How
are we to understand this? In the following way. The character of the
text, though included in the covenant, is not yet experimentally brought
into its bonds. This covenant is made with a sinner experimentally when
the heart is drawn to Ohrist, and the sinner is brought into living union
with Ohrist, and lives on Ohrist by faith. Thus, when a sinner believes
in Ohrist as his mighty Saviour, able to save to the uttermost, God makes
with him an everlasting covenant. True, it is, that the sinner may not be
sufficiently enlightened at the time to know this, but, in carrying on His
work of grace in the sinner, God will show him the covenant, and cause
him to know the truth of the words, "I will make an everlasting covenan t
with you." Now, what advantage is there in God making a covenant with
a sinner? It is the pledge of his final safety. When a sinner is enabled
to say, "He hath made with us an everlasting covenant," &c., he sees
that he shall never perish, that his present and final safety rests with the
three-one God. True, he may wander, as many of you do to your sorrow,
I mean in your hearts, you wander from Him who loved you, and bought
you with His own precious blood. True, the sinner's faith may be inactive, his love may become cold, his hope almost become dead, yet he shall
never perish. Why? Because he belongs to a covenant people. Speaking
of spiritual David's children, God says, "If His chilili'en forsake my law,
and walk not in my judgments; if they break my statutes, and keep not
my commandments; then will I visit their transgression with the rod,
and their iniquity with stripes. Nevertheless, my lovingkindness will I
not utterly take from him, nor suffer my faithfulness to fail. My covenant
will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips" (Psalm
lxxxix. 30-34). God's covenant with spiritual David (Ohrist) binds Him
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to keep His people safely, and therefore David says, "The steps of a good
(gracious) man are ordered by the Lord, and He delighteth in his way:
though he fall he shall not be ulterly cast down, for the Lord upholdeth
him with His hand."
"Ris honour is engaged to save
The meanest of Ris sheep;
All that Ris heavenly Father gave
Ris hands securely keep."
" I will make an everlasting covenant with you." - Oh, how momentous
the inquiry to everyone of us! Has God made a covenant with me? But
I beseech you to settle first another important matter, namely, Have you
been brought into a state in which you may be described as the thirsty
soul-thirsting for the healing waters of salvation-thirsting for Christ in
whom are treasured up all thos6 blessings which will satisfy the longings
of the soul? If so, then God will verify in your experience the promise,
"I will make an everlasting covenant with you."
" This covenant, 0 believer, stands,
Thy rising fears to quell,
Seal'd by the Surety's bleeding hands,
In all things order'd well."
Ill, ,Ve have now to speak of the mercies comprehended in the cot'enant of
grace, "even the sure mercied of David." What are these sure mercies?
All the spiritual blessings treasured up in the Lord Jesus Christ as the
effect of His great redemption work. They are called" the sure mercies
of David." "Vhy? Because they were made sure to David. By whom?
By David's Son, yet David's Lord; David's Offspring, yet David's Root.
David was a child of the covenant, a vessel of mercy, and therefore God
made sure to David spiritual mercies. How? By the covenant; and
therefore to encourage every thirsty soul God says, "Incline your ear, and
come unto me: hear [as I speak to you in the Gospel], and your soul
shall live [manifestively live, for it "ill be manifested to you that your
life is in Ch.rist]; and I will make all e,erlasting covenant with you, ~ven
the sure mercies of David," Now, if we were to attempt to particularize
"the sure mercies of David," oh, where shall we begin, and where shall
we end? From the time God by His quickening po"er brings a sinner
into the condition of a thiJ:sty soul, he besto"s upon him these sure
mercies. The language of the Church is " God "ho is rich in mercy, for
His great love, wherewith. He loved us, even when "e "ere dead in sins,
hath quickened us together with Christ."
(1). Forg~veness is a sure mercy of David. The thirsty soul feels guilty,
and is anxious to obtain forgiveness. Now David obtained forgiveness
through the blood and righteousness of Christ, and, therefore, knowing
God's covenant character, he was emboldened to say, when he had
wandered from the Lord, "Have mercy upon me, 0 God, according to
Thy lovingkindness: according- unto the multitude of Thy tender mercies
blot out my transgressions. Wash me througWy from mine iniquity, and
cleanse me from my sin." Did David seek forgiveness in vain? . No.
Nor shall any thirsty soul. "I will make," &c. Forgiveness of sin is
one of these sure mercies of David.
(2) The imputed riglLteousness of God is a sure mercy of David. For
" David describeth the blessednes of the man, unto whom God imputeth
righteousness without works, saying, 'Blessed are they whose iniquities
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are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man to whom
the Lord will not impute sin (Rom. iv. 6-8). This imputed righteousn8ss
the Apostle gloried in; hence he says, my desire is at last' That I may be
found in Him, not having mine own righteousuess which is of the law, but
that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of
God by faith." The thirsty soul feels that he has no righteousness of his
own, and, in carrying on his work of grace, God strips him of his own
righteousness, until he feels that all his own righteousness is as filthy rags.
Does God leave him in this state? No. He clothes him with His allperfect righteousuess, which Christ wrought out, and the language of the
thus clothed sinner is, I will greatly rejoice in the Lord-my soul shall be
joyful in my God, for He hath clothed me with the garments of salvation
and covered me with the robe of righteousness. "I will make an everlasting," &c. The imputed righteousness of God is one of the sure mercies
of David.
(3) The Sp£rit of Adoption sentforth £ntc the heart is a sure mercy of David :
when the thirsty soul has his eyes opened to the great blessings of the
Covenant treasured up in Christ Jesus, it seems as though it were too good
news to be true that such great blessings should be freely bestowed upon
him without money and without price. But such a one in God's purpose
is a son nevertheless, and therefore to make it manifest to Him, God
sends forth the Spirit of His Son into his heart, crying, Abba, Father, "I
will make an everlasting Covenant," &c. This Spirit of Adoption is a sure
mercy of David.
(4) The upholding power of God is a sure mercy of David: Oh how
David felt the need of being upheld! Why? Because he felt his own
tendency to wander. "I have gone astray," he said on one occasion, "like a lost sheep, seek thy servant." Again," Hold thou me up
and I shall be safe." Again, "Uphold my goings in thy paths that
my footsteps slip not." Did the Lord uphold him? Yes-He did. And
so He will uphold every thirsty soul in the path of life. " I will make
an everlasting Covenant, &c." The upholding power of God is that sure
mercy of Dayid on which the Church of God has ever rested and been
safe.
(5) Persevering grace is a sure mercy of David. No Clu:istian would
ever continue to the end without this grace. But the everlasting
covenant secures it to the true believer. Oh! what an unspeakable mercy
does he find it to be as a poor helpless sinner; what could he do without
the persevering grace of God? If God had not made this mercy sure to
David, would he not have fallen, irrecoverably fallen into final apostacy?
But the Lord granted him grace to persevere. Oh! if you can with
David say, "He hath made with me an everlasting covenant," &c., you
are sure to persevere to the end of your journey, and come off more than
a conqueror through Him that loved you. Aye, and having the pledge
[ earnest] of the heavenly inheritance the Spirit of God in your heart,
you will be able to adopt the language of the now-glorified Toplady:
" Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As sure as the earnest is given,
More happy, but not more secure,
The glorified spirit's in heaven."
We might mention many other sure mercies of David, but time
prevents. May the Holy Ghost own and bless His Word. Amen.
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BY THE REV. J. A. WALLIXGER.

" But none of these things move me, neither count I my life ilear ~tnto myself,
so that I might finish my course withjoy."-AcTs =. 2-1.
A PRECIOUS portion. this: the Lord bless and sanctify it to us! It is written,
" Sanctify them through Thy truth." When the Lord is pleased to sanctify,
it is according to His truth; His faithfulness, covenant, settlements,
eternal engagements, in and by virtue of His truth; and He sanctifies and
calls, preserves and strengthens His redeemed, and blesses His truth to
them, by revealing Christ, "whom to know is life eternal." Do you know
Him? Then you have life eternal. Life, not as to its measure or degree,
but life in the fact and reality. And what is this knowledge? To feel
your own need and Jesus' suitability, and so prove Him to be the bread
of God-living bread-suited for a living soul, whereby you grow and
live. Living souls can be satisfied with nothing short of Christ. Now,
observe, what the Lord's servant, Paul, asserts here, that nothing moved
him. Bonds, aflliction, imprisonment, of which the Holy Ghost gave him
intelligence as awaiting him, moved him not; he could say, "When I get to
this and that point I shall find them all awaiting me"-and so shall all the
Lord's children-when you come to this and that point, this or that place,
this or that time-you will find afflictions awaiting you, prepared for you;
ready for you. No getting out of them, no escape; but what the Lord
said to Paul, He says to you, "My grace is sufficient." Ay, be your
state what it may, your enemies mighty, your afflictions many, your
crosses heavy, His grace IS s~~fficient: Paul must be tried to see whether
he could be moved. The apostle, when addressing the Thessalonian
Church, says, speaking of his trials, "That no man should be moved by
these afflictions, knowing we are appointed thereun 0;" and Paul must be
tried, to prove him, to see whether his grace was of the right kind; whether
the crosses, afflictions, persecutions, and trials he endured would squeeze
grace out of him; or he would hold out to the end, and so prove the reality
of the grace he had received. Grace shall come off nctor, though often
worsted; it shall not be moved, because fixed on a rock. Many of you
are there, and know it not; God has yet to teach you that truth, and Be
will do it. He will yet gladden your heart with this consolation that
cheereth the soul, and makes it happy in the knowledge of His eternal
love and true security.
II. Look at Paul's estimate of himself, "Neither count I my life
dear unto myself," as if he would say-'tis a poor life at best, a poor
worthless life; to depart and be with Christ is far, far better. Paul
says, he served the Lord "with all humility of mind;" so he says
here, "I count not my life dear unto myself." So, if you have been
humbled to feel your own worthlessness, what a poor wretch you are. I
am sure you have the same estimate of your life Paul had; and yet Paul
could say, "For me to live is Christ;" and what a precious life is that!-to
live in Christ; to be kept by Christ; to be used for Christ; and yet life
not dear. Paul felt to depart and be with Christ was far better-but, says
he, "I count it not dear," though the Lord did; He counted it dear, or
it would not have been preserved; so, if Paul didnotvalue it, the Lord did;
He needed it for His glory, and made Paul's powers and talents a
blessing to His Church. But Paul's estimate was this: "I count not my
life dear unto myself," however dear the Lord may hold it. Now, what of
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your life? We are not going to let you escape with Paul's estimate of
his life; but what of yourself? What is your estimate of your mm life?
Are you ready at times to say of yourself, "Away with such a fellow, for
it is not fit that he should live?" Do you feel yourself a poor cumberer
of the ground-a worthless, useless thing? Then, I suppose, you have been
getting a look through the wall, and taken a view of the enormities in
your heart,-a look thou never couldst have had if Jesus had not showed
it thee; thus the Lord has been uprooting thy Phariseeism, and showing
thee thou hast nothing in thyself to depend upon. His purpose is to
humble His people; and He does this effectually, by showing them what
they are. But what of thy life? Paul uttered these words comparatively.
As he says, in another place, "I count all things but loss," &c., and dross
for the excellency and knowledge of Christ. lIe counted it glorious to
suffer for Jesus. What views of truth he had-what expectations of the
Church's blessedness-what anticipations of future glory, when he counted
not his life dear to himself, because of all that awaited him! Thence the
thought of death did not affect him, nor the martYl.'dom he was to endure. :My dear friends, such things are not transacting in our country at
this day, but they are going on in other countries now. The Church of
God, as of old, is being persecuted, affliyted, tormented, and so need the
same views Paul had, to endure and hold out. Paul had a blessed hope
of another and a better life, for he could say, "We know if our earthly
house of this tabernacle be dissolved we have a building." But, blessed
as Paul was, he could not get out of the groaning and suffering; hence he
says, ".'Ve that are in this tabernacle do groan." What! Paul groaning?
Yea, to have to endure such a life. To have to contend with sin and evil
makes us groan. Some groan under their crosses, sorrows, pains, trials,
bereavements; but what do you groan under? Is it under the devilment
of your nature-your vile nature? Hard word that, but, hard as it is, it is
only half the truth, for you are worse, and you must feel it-that you have
the nature of the beast as well as devil. But why is this nature left?
Could not God have rid you of it? Could not He have delivered you from
it? Yes, but for wise ends He has not-He left Paul his evil nature, and
He has left it in you; so that Paul had just such a nature as you have,
and you the same nature Paul had. Nature is unchanged and unchangeable, the same in all the human family; and nature as bad as ever in
every child of God, but with this difference, there is something associated
with it, in God's called family, that lusts against, strives against, and fights
against nature. Even as Paul says, "vVhen I would do good, evil is
present "ith me." The desires, propensities, attributes, affections of the
new man, all striving against the very same in the old man; hence he
longed to get out of the body; to depart and be with Christ, "hich was
far better. Oh, what a blessed change it will be when the body is dropped,
and the soul set free, and all that remains is the new man, that uninterruptedly shall enjoy God; and all the present peace and blessedness thou
hast, comes from the earnest, pledge, foretaste of this glory that is at the
Lord's right hand. Hence the rest remains; the saints on earth have
more trials than rest, more enemies than friends, more perplexity than
ease, more sorrow than joy, for the Lord has not so much regard to the
present as to the future; not so much to the ease and peace and quiet
of His people here below; as He said, "If any man will come after me,
let him take up his cross daily and follow me."
Yes, he must expect storms, trials, crosses, sorrows, sins, temptations-
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north, east, south, and west-all set ag-ainst him; so that the only wonder
is, how a child of God perseveres, holds out, holds on. "Oh, not so," say
you, "for each one is in Divine keeping;" then, "hat a mercy if you are
in that keeping! \Vhen the Lord says, "Abide thou "ith me," there shall
be an abiding; the Lord's biddings will prove enablings, for the abiding
is in the purpose of God, and they must needs abide, "kept by the power
of God through faith unto salvation." But, again, of your life? Let
J ames reply: he says it is a vapour. What can be more evanescent? Oh
that the Lord would give you a proper estimate of its vanishing quality!
It is a solemn view of life-" a vapour," flitting, shado"y, transitory.
But, observe the connexion, "Go to now, ye ri(;h men;" as if he would
say, "How foolish ye are to set yam' heart upon a vapour!" And are you
better? Look into your hearts now. Perhaps projecting plans for the
coming "eek, and before another Sabbath da",ns you are gone! 'What
plans some of you are laying out for years you may never see; and God
may be now saying of you, "Thou fool!" Ah! you know not what the
morrow may bring forth; then "hat is thy life? 'What a mercy for such
of you as have cast yourselves into Jesus' hands for all things; your life
may not be worth three days' purchase! "'Nell, what of that?" say you;
"my heart is fixed, trusting in th~ Lord." If so, this trust and confidence
is the gift of God; He gives it to His children, but in different proportions. This stayedness, fixedness, is a precious gift, wheresoever it is
bestowed. He is the Sovereign Head of His Church, apportioning out to
each severally as He will. But let us come to the next point,Ill. Paul's course, "That I might finish my course." He had a
course, a race, a way marked out. Aye, friends, it is a blessed thought;
Jesus has chosen out yam' "ay, and He Himself is "the way" in
which all His people shall go; and all the elect are in Him as the
Covenant Head, and therefore all must necessarily go in that" Way."
But, subordinate to that, Paul speaks of his particular comse. He must
pursue it to the end.
J ow, so it is with all God's people; their way is
marked out. He has chosen it for them, and tread it they must; and
it is a way in which He leads His people, as "the blind." "I "ill
lead the blind in a way they know not." Oh what mercy would you
Illiss of, were it not for your way, trying, troublous as it is. The Lord's
love and power is seen in smoothing the rough places, and straitening
the crooked things in your path. In the path you are treading, mercy
and covenant love are engaged on YOUI' behalf. No" we come to the
finishing of Paul's course. And "hat ,..-as his language then? ,Vhy, see
it in the last Epistle he wrote before his death; previous to his crucifixion, and with the end in view, the goal before him, he says thl;)n, "I
have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, and henceforth there
is laid up for me a crown of glory; and not for me only, but for all who
love His appearing." Do YOlt come under this description? Do you
long for this time, when an end shall be put to your groanings, yam
S01'l'OWS, your tears?
Said our dear Lord, "I am going away, but it is
to prepare a place for you;" su that if trials await you, SOlTO,Y, crosses,
tears, yet, remember, a blessed place awaits you. "A place I have prepared for you," said Jesus; thou shalt stand in thy lot at that day, and
then thou shalt have the crown laid up for each child that loves the
Lord's appearing. Now, the Lord give you this mind of Paul, so that,
like him, you may look forward to the finishing of yam course with joy.
But, now, of this com'se; have you ente~'ed upon it? "Yes," say you, "I
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have. I have entered upon life, I am following my comse, my pl>tns are
laid, and I am endeavouring to do the best I can for myself." Ah, friends,
this is not what I mean. To many of you here, what a course has your
life been! A course of sin and folly, of worldliness, of vanity, of carnal
mindedness, of enmity to God and His truth; sowing to the flesh, and
of the flesh reaping corruption. How few sowing to the Spirit, administering unto the Spirit, and so reaping the consequence; spiritual
mindedness, or a minding of the things of the Spirit; for what a lllan sows,
that shall he reap. "But," say some, "I am running' my course;" and a
wretched COUl's~ it is, perhaps-in the broad way that leads to destruction;
called broad because the most are on it-the few being in the narrow waytherefore no need for breadth there. Now, have you ever entered there?
I don't mean in the way of profession, but of vital possession. There are
plenty of professors in our day, who, when time of trial comes, will lay
down what they have taken up; but those whom the Lord brings He will
keep. He is the door of entrance, and all that enter that door shall be
saved. Many, as Bunyan says, come tumbling over the wall, and never
get in at the door; whereas the Lord's family come in at the door, and
enter in-to what? acquaintance, fellowship with Jesus; have a discovery of His glorious work, His precious Person, in two natures, God
and man, set up before all worlds, and manifested in time as the Redeemer of the Church. Now, if you get in, it is by a revelation and
discovery of this, the Christ of God to your soul; and that as a poor,
worthless, helpless, wretched, ruined, undone sinner, and thence feeling
your need, taught to prize a precions Christ as YOUl' wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption. Oh, such of you shall finish your
course with joy, through many fears, trials, temptation, crosses, sorrows,
and tears; illany a dark day, many a fierce temptation, many a sad hour
it may be; but all God's people at the last shall say, "I have finished
my course with joy, more than conqueror though Him who hath loved
me." Ah, none ever got into that way to perish! Yes, you shall finish
your course. You may have a troublous, sorrowful course, but you shall
finish with joy, and the end will make sweet amends for all the trial of
the way. The Lord bless His Word!

FAITH'S FRUITS.

"Herein is my Father glorified that ye bearr muchfntit."-ToHN xv. 8.
ARE you a fruit-baarer in your Lord's vineyard? Are you seeking to
make life one grand act of consecration to His glory -one thank-offering
for His unmerited love? You may be unable to exhibit much fruit in
the eye of the worlel; your circuillstances and position in life may forbid
you to point to any splendid services, or laborious and imposing efforts,
in the cause of God. It matters not. It is often those fruits that are
unseen and unknown to man, ripening in seclusion, that He values most;
the quiet, lowly walk, patience and submission, gentleness and humility,
putting yourself unreservedly in His hands, willing to be led by Him
even in darkness, saying" Not my will, but Thy will," the unselfish spirit,
the meek bearing of an inj ury, the unostentatious kindness-these are
some of the" fruits" which your heavenly Father loves, and by which He
is glorified.
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~iIgrim ~avcrs.
WHAT HAS MAN LOST BY THE FALL?
THAT divine image that was upon Adam is lost and gone. Man is deprived of the glory of God (Rom. iii. 23), and the image he now bears is
of the first man,-of the earth, earthy. Adam's natural substance and
faculties remain, but the image of God in them cannot be perceived.
Adam's power of generation continues, whereby he still lived in us; but
his first son, Cain, is after the devil's' image, a murderer; his second son
is not able to withstand him with his armour of righteousness, but in
name and deed is Abel, vanity,-the true imagoe of this false, vain world;
his third son is Seth, set in the room of another, yet begotten in his own
image and after his likeness. If better things are found in him, or can
be found in any of us, thanks to a better Father, for it is the work of regeneration, not generation; spiritual, not carnal.
In the present age of well-nigh universal enlightenment, when secret
things which belong unto God are presumptuously discussed, and mysteries
(the nature of which the allwise God has not seen fit to reveal to fallen,
polluted man) are either blasphemously denied or explained away in a
manner which robs God of His glory and exalts the creature (so far
removed from original excellence), it is almost a general fashion to
deny or gloss over the Fall, and its tremendous results; and it is also a
certain fact that it does not occupy that place in the Ministry of the Word,
and in the writing;; of good men now living, a~ existing circumstances in
the Church, and in the world, urgently call for.
The image of God is so lost in man, as yet some small shadow of it still
remains. There is a remnant of knowledge in the mind of man, as the
apostle showeth in Rom. i. 19, 20. There remains a remnant of God's
image in his conscience, but it is like unto some dead child in whom may
be seen the likeness or his father, yet is but a loathsome, rotten carcase.
That little is left of God's image in us; serves, but as Job's messengers,
to bear witness of our great loss, and to take away from us all excuse
(Rom. i. 20).
"Ve have also lost with the image, our superscription. ,Ve "IIere the
sons of God and His offspring. Now we are styled the" sons of .~clam,"
or " Children of men" (Psalm xc. 3), "Children of Belial " (Dent. xiii.
13), "Children of the World" (Luke xvi. 9), "Children of ,Vrath "
(Eph. ii. 3), "Children of Disobedience" (Col. iii. 6;, "Children of Hell "
(Matt. xxiii. 15), "Children of the y\Ticked One" CJlatt. xiii. 38), "Children of the Devil" (John viii. 44), "Children of Perdition" (John xvii.
1:2); " the Old Man" (Eph. iv. 22), "the K atmal Man" (1 Cor. ii. 14),
"the Man of this World" (Psalm xvii. 14); "Flesh" (Rom. vii. 25),
" Sinful Flesh" (Rom. viii. 3), "Sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evil doers, children that are corrupters: they have forsaken
the Lord, they have provoked the Holy One of Israel, they are gone away
backward" (Isa. i. 4). There is no name of the devil (who, it has been
said, has had more names given him by God than any prince in Christendom hath titles), but we may find in some part of Scripture the wicked
called by the same. He is called a liar, so are they; a tempter, so are
they; a slanderer, so are they; a murderer, so are they; a viper, so are
they; a serpent, so are they; a lion, ~o are they. Little cause have any
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to boast of their titles when in a state of nature, and complete alienation
from God.
Our command is gone. He that was lord over all creatures, is now become their slave; they rebel against him, and, except by compulsion, serve
him not. They pick out our eyes (Prov. xxx. 17), eat his flesh and lap
his blood (2 Kings ix. 36) ; they break all his bones to pieces (Dan. vi.
24); they bite and sting to death (Numbers xxi. 6). True it is, those
relicts of God's image left in man make the beasts to stand in some awe
of him; therefore saith David, "When the sun ariseth they gather themselves together, and lay them down in their dens: man gocth forth unto
his work and to his labours until the evening." When man stirs they
lie still, as fearing his nets and snares, his sleights and tricks, more than
his strength; and yet how often do they set upon men when unprotected,
and in their rage and hunger devour him! So that the fear of the beast
is upon man, rather than the fear of man upon the beast.
Our glory and lustre are gone. By the fall we have lost our native
beauty, so that our uncomely parts are fain to put more comeliness on;
our flesh is spotted (as Jude speaks), and our inward man much more
(Titus i. 5); yea, body and soul are overspread with an odious and filthy
sore, so that, as the Prophet says, from the crown of the head to the sole
of the foot there are nothing but wounds, bruises, and sores full of corruption to be seen. What little cause has man in his present low estate
to boast of beauty, since sin has cast shame on every part!
Our sound is gone. We are now become like a sounding brass and
tinkling cymbal. That member which was counted man's glory and his
honour is become his shame. A world of wickedness is committed by it,
and the whole body therewith de£led. An unruly evil it is, and set on
fire of hell (James ii.), being full of cursing and bitterness (Rom. iii. 14),
loving evil more than good, and lies more than truth (Psalm lii.); speaking proud things (Psalm xvii. 10), and that against heaven itself (Psalm
lxxiii. 8, 9); or false things (Psalm lii. 3); or corrupt thing's (Eph. iv.
29), or deceitful things (Psalm xxxvi. 3). No sooner does a man open
his mouth, but the filthy garlick he hath eaten may be scented; some
corrupt langliage or other will be heard, which argues strongly of rotten
lungs. Words we have for every purpose, but none to sound forth God's
praise. Had we, in no such praises would God delight (Prov. xv. 18),
the tongue being so far distant from the heart. While there is proportionate harmony between the strings of an instrument, we sit by and
hearken with delight; but, when it is broken, we rise up and can stay no
longer. So, while the heart and tongue agreed in one, the one like the
pen of a swift writer, penning the things the other indicted, God did
solace Himself with man upon the earth. But, when the barmony was
broken betwixt these two, God could endure no longer to attend to such
an unpleasing sound.
,Ve have lost our weight. Being put into the balance, we are found
many, many grains too light. Hence, saith David, every man in his
best estate is altogether vanity; every power of his soul comes far shert
of righteousness. The mind is blind (Eph. v. 8), vain (Eph. iv. 17, 18),
foolish (Titus (iii. 3), fleshly (Col. ii. 18). The memory is weak and
feeble, apt to forget good (Luke xxiv. 6, 7; Heb. xiii. 2). The will
unable to choose good (1 001'. ii. 14), strong to evil, yea, altogether
rebellious (Jer. xviii. 12). The conscience defiled (Titus i. 15), benumbed
(Eph. iv. 19), turmoiled (John viii. 9), doubting (Rom. xiv. 23), erroneous
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(Mark x. 19, 20), or superstitious (Matt. xv. 2, 3). Our affections are all
unruly and disordered (Gal. v. 24). Our joy, our hope, our love, are
impurely and unholily moved in us, being carried after evil and unlawful
objects, or not confined within due limits, for the manners and measure
of them. The members of man's body are become instruments of sin,
either to stir up sin in the soul (Gen. iii. 6), or else to execute it, being
conceived (Rom. vi. 13, 19, and iii. 13). The Apostle proves it by an
induction of particulars: their throat is an open sepulchre, with their
tongues they have used deceit, the poison of asps is under their lips, their
mouth is full of cursing and bitterness, their feet are swift to shed blood,
destruction and misery are in their ways, there is no fear of God before
their eyes; and thus he, who by creation was but a little lower than the
angels, is now degraded and become lower than the lowest creature, and,
put in the balance with them, is lighter than they. He is become like the
beasts that perish (Psalm xlix. 20), yea, inferior to them; they are his
schoolmasters and preferred before him (Isaiah i. 30, and J er. viii. 7).
N either is he degraded only beneath profitable, but also the unprofitable
creature, and is put in the balance with vipers (Matt. iii. 7), serpents
and adders (Psalm Iviii. 4, {;), roaring lions and evening wolves
(Zeph. iii. 3), and with bears robbed of their whelps (Prov. xvii. 12);
and, not holding out weight with these, he is compared with inferior
things, as trees, thorns, leaves, reeds, thistles, and grass. Still he is
found too light, and therefore compared with things more base, as chaff,
dross, lead, and tin. And yet wanting, the Holy Ghost descends to
things more vile, comparing him with a potter's vessel, yea, to such a
vessel as is for a dishonourable use, and unto potsherds and broken
vessels, good for nothing, to earth, to the rotten est and vilest earth (Job
xx. 7), to dust and ashes, with these man is unable to lie in balance, so
is brought into comparison with smoke, clouds without water, one drop
of a l;mcket, "with foam upon the waters," a vapour, yea, "a shadow
that passeth away, and continueth not" (Psalm cxliv. 4; Job xiv. 2).
Weigh him with nothing, and the Holy Ghost's testimony is, that" all
nations upon earth are less than nothing, and vanity" (Isa. xl. 17), yea,
lighter than vanity. "Rmely men of low degree are vanity, and men of
high degree are a lie: laid in the balance they are altogether lighter than
vanity" (Psalm lxii. 9). Put a lie in one scale and man in the other and
we have his just weight to a hair, for all men are liars, yea, a lie itself
(Rom. iii. 4). And thus our weight is gone.
If David had cause to wonder at man's fearful making, "hat cause
have we to wonder at man's fearful marring! Paul exclaims, "0 the
depth of divine' justice, how unsearchable are His judgments, and His
ways past finding out i" so may we, poor "retched sinners, who feel the
plague of our own hearts, cry out, "0 the depths of human wickedness!
how unsearchable is man's misery, and his loss past finding out." It is
ignorance of, or a callous indifference to, God's testimony of man's fearful
fall, that makes us carry our heads aloft, outface the heavens, and swell
so big with high thoughts of our own "orth and excellency. The man
who is truly sensible of his fall, "ho feelingly knows his natural and
cursed condition by sin, must by necessity "alk humbly before his God,
and meeklytowards his poor and weak brethren. Oh, how is such an one
humbled in his o,\\'n eyes! How ashamed and confounded in himseli'
when he cometh before the Lord in confession of his manifold and aggravetted iniquities! How thankful to God for the least of all His mercies,
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wondering at His love and favour towards a sinner so vile! Are we not
much to blame if we do not often think on man's sad fall? Can any
other revealed truth be the means of endearing to us a precious Saviour
of vile and lost sinners more than this, or be more calculated to keep us
at the footstool of mercy for grace to feel continually our indebtedness to
Him, who is the complete and eternal wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption of every poor sinner who casts anchor upon Him?

Lechlade.
SABBATH MORNING PRAYER AT WAKING.
GIVE me of Thine, that I may give to Thee,
So cries my heart, out of its poverty;
For I have nought-Thou, Holy One, hast all;
Now on the treasury of Thy grace I call.
Just is Thy high demand of perfect right,
For truth of heart transparent as the light;
But I am full of wrong, by sin defiled,
Perverse, rebellious, erring, ingrate child.
Give me the grace by which I may believe,
The fulness of Thy promise to receive;
Give me to know true spiritual birth,
That I no longer may of earth be earth.
Give me to wear a robe without a stain,
That of my sins none may be seen again;
Enwrapt in Christ, in righteousness complete,
I shall be for Thy searching eye made meet.
Oh, finish, Lord, Thy glorious work of love,
Fit me to dwell in Thy pure home above.
Uproot the wrong, implant the good and true,
On my soul's garden shed the heavenly dew.
Till pride shall wither, selfishness be dead,
Love and humility bloom fait' instead,
And gratitude shall blossom into praise,
Exhaling fragrance through eternal days.
Though flesh may flinch, spare not the needed rod,
Enough for me, 'tis in Thy hands, my God;
Refine away my dross, which much has been,
Till some faint image of Thyself is seen.
If 'tis Thy will that I should walk alone,
Perplexed, distressed, with secret sorrows known,
But to my heart, and Thy pervading eye,
I may not fret, but oh, keep very nigh!
I am all weakness, stumbling yet again,
Where others would have found all smooth and plain;
So blind, so stupid, I mistake the way,
Oh, guide me, hold me, step by step each day.
What can I plead with Thee but poverty,
Needing Christ's fulness, oh, give this to me!
For, all in all in Him, I need no more,
Christ is the Key of Love's exhaustless store.
000.
BR
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ETERNAL PUNISHMENT.

THAT there will be a state of punishment of the wicked in hell is evident
from the Word of God: "The wicked shall be tumed into hell, and all
the nations that forget God" (Psalm ix. 17). "·Who among us shall
dwell with everlasting burnings?" &c. (Isa. xxxiii. 14). "For if God
spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down into hell, and
delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment"
(2 Pet. ii. 4 ; ·see J ude 6, 7). "And in hell he lifted up his eyes, being
in torment" (Luke xvi. 23). And the Lord Jesus spoke of some sins
which makes men in danger of hell fire, and of the whole body being
cast into hell for them; and of both body and soul being destroyed in
hell (Matt. v. xxii. 29, 30). And these are words and phrases descriptive of the future punishment of the wicked.
It is represented as a prison, and a state of darkness; of" blackness of
darkness" (Jude 13), ofthe thickest darkness that may be felt, of outer
darkness (M.::1tt. viii. 12).
It is set forth by fire, to describe the most distressing and excruciating
pain, by a furnace of fire; and by a lake of fire and brimstone also,
which feeds and increases the strength and fury of the fire (Rev. xx.
10-15).
It is described by a worm that never dies: "Where their worm dieth
not, and the fire is not quenched" (Mark ix. 44, 46, 48). "Ve read of
Herod's awful death, who was eaten of worms (Acts xii. 23). But what
is that dreadful death to the continual gnawings of a guilty conscience?
Here is, beyond all dispute, something which clietlt not: " WHERE
THEIR WORM DIETH NOT, AND THE FIRE IS NOT QUENCHED" (Mark ix. 43,
44, 46, 48).
The sentence that shall be pronounced upon the wicked we find in
those words of Ohrist, who in His Judge character shall say, "Depart
from me, ye cursed, into EVERLASTING FIRE." In this sentence there will
be the punishment of loss, and the punishment of sense; the loss of all
the general and common mercies of God. "DEPART FROM ME" is hence
the punishment ot loss; and they shall be cast into the pit "l\hic:h is
digged for the wicked. " Whosoever was not found written in the book
of life was cast into the lake of fire" (Rev. =. 15). "And these shall
go away into everlasting punishment;" this will be the punishment of
sense. In the case of the purple-clothed and sumptuously-fed sinner,
who denied an heir of glory the crumbs that fell from his table, was
denied the drop of water to cool his parched tongue, the punishment of
loss and sense is unmistakably set forth: "_lnd in hell he lift up his
eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his
bosom. And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me,
and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool
my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. But Abraham said, Son,
remember that thou in thy lifetime rcceivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil thil1gs; but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented" (Luke xvi. 23, 24, 25).
Thus will it be with the lost. They "\\ill see apostles, prophets, anu all
the children of God in the kingdom of heaven, and they themselves shut
out; the door will be shut upon them; they will be obliged to stand
without, where dogs and sorcerers and whoremongers and murderers and
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idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie are, and will be cast
into outer darkness! The sonl will be filled with a sense of wrath which
will be poured out upon the wicked, and burn blue fire. "Upon the
wicked He shall rain snares, fire and brimstone, and an horrible tempest:
this shall be the portion of their cup" (Psalm i. 6).
,V13 will now consider the duration of the punishment of the lost. The
,Yord of God declares that the punishment of the wicked in hell shall be
EVERLASrING-ETERNAL-for EVER ancl EVER.
It has been said that eternal punishment is UNREASONABLE; because it far
exceeds the demerit of the creature-" only a few '!Jean' sins to be punished
to'ith endless pum'shment, tmreasonable .''' Those who thus reason are ignorant of the nature of sin. The God of this wO:'ld hath blinded the minds
of those who believe not; and, being thus blinded, they believe that they
ought not, and shall not, be punished at all. All who are convinced of
sin by God the Holy Ghost both feel and acknowledge that they are
sinners, having sinned against an Infinite and holy God, and have
merited eternal condemnation; and, apart from the finished work of
Christ, they have nothing before them" but a fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries" (Heb.
x.2i).
The demerit of sin depends not upon the length of time in which a
man is committing the same. If one man murder another, the crime is the
same, whether he be one minute 01' one day about it. It was not by a long
course of sin that Adam became exposed to eternal death; but by ONE
of/'ence, by the offence of one death passed upon all men ; for that all in
Adam ha,e sinned and are sinful, being born in sin, and shapened in
in.iqui y.
The eternity of punishment is just, and will appear, when we consider
the justice of God, "who is of purer eyes thau to behold iniquity," cannot
endure it, but hates it. Sin is a transgession of the law of God, which God
as a Lawgi,er cannot but, punish; and by the punishment of sin He will
maintain His legislature, power, and authority.
The infinite dignity of God, -who is sinned against and offended by sin,
l'equires an infinite punishment to be inflicted for the vinclication of His
honour-die they or justice must; infinite puuishment must be inflicted
either upon Christ the Surety, or else upon the sinner.
Those who are saved by Christ are saved by an infinite punishment
inflicted upon Him; and He being an Eternal Person, He was able to
endure and go to the end of ETER...'AL SUFFERINGS, because He went to the
I:CD of the law for righteousness to everyone that believeth; and when
He had fulfilled ALL the precepts of the law by His perfect obedience He
then endured the l)enalty pronounced on sin: "Cursed is everyone that
continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to
do them" (Gal. iii. 10). He was cursed with the heaviest curse, and hath
redeemed His people from the curse of the law being made a curse for us;
for it is written, "Cursed is everyone that hangeth on a tree." The
punishment of loss and the punishment of sense was inflicted upon Him
-when He cried with a loud voice, saying, "Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?"
that is to say, "My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me?" (Matt.
xx,ii. 46).
Seeing, then, that the sins of the saved were punished with an infinite
punishment in the Person of their Surety, where is the injustice in God
punishing the sins of the lost with that punishment due to sin ?-" ThE
RR.2
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wages of sin is death: but the gift of God is eternal life, through Jesus
Ohrist our Lord."
There are some who believe that death to the wicked will be to annihilate them, because it is called" DEATH." Now, it is called death because
they shall die from everything but existence: and then the words DESTRUCTION and DESTROY, they think, mean cessation of existence. "Fear not
them which kill the body, but rather Him which is able to destroy both
soul and body in hell" (Matt. x. 28).
This is very strong language indeed; but it does not mean cessation of
existence. Similar language is used without having a literal meaning.
For instance, the great Shepherd of the sheep said, "I give unto my
sheep eternal life, and they shall never perish, neither shall any pluck
them out of my hand." And yet the Apostle said to some, "And through
thy knowledge shall thy weak brother perish, for whom Christ died"
(1 Cor. viii. 11) ; which perishing, in the 12th verse, is called "wounding
their weak consciences," and thus causing their comfort and peace to a
certain extent to perish; and in Rom. xvi. 15, "Destroy not him with thy
meat for whom Christ died," "hich being dest1'oyerl, in the same verse, is
called being grieved; and in Luke iv. 34 we find the devil saying to Christ,
" Let us alone: art Thou come to destroy us ?" and in Matthew it is called
torment, "Art Thou come to torment us before the time?" (Matt. viii. 29.)
And thus we are to understand, "The body and soul being destroyed in
hell," to mean entire privation of liberty, hope, and comfort, but not
ANNIHILATION, or CESSATION OF EXISTENCE. And the duration of the
Eternal God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; the duration of the love of
God to His people; the duration of the life of all His saints in heaven;
and the duration of the punishment of the "Wicked, the devil, and his
angels, is likewise described by the same words, "ETERNAL," "EVERLASTING
CHAINS UNDER DARKNESS," "SUFFERING THE VEXGEAKCE OF ETERNAL FIRE."
Now, as ETERNAL LIFE. means an everlasting deliverance from all evil,
so the second death, ETERNAL DEATH, means to perish, to die from everything but existence, torment, and the "rath '01' God. "To WHOM IS
RESERVED THE llLACKNESS OF DARKNESS FOR E,ER" (Jude 13). "THE
SMOKE OF THEIR TORMENT ASCENDETH UP FOR EVER A::\-n EVER, AND THEY
HAVE NO REST DAY NOR NIGHT" (Rev. xiv. 11).
If the doctrine of annihilation is true, then the salvation of Christ is not
so great after all, for it is only a salvation from annihilation, and not from
j:TERNAL SUFFERINGS, and THE WORM THAT NEVER DIETH, and THE FIRE
THAT IS NOT QUEN.CHED.
This, by some, may be considered but a little error, and of no great
importance; but, indeed, it is not so. There is great danger-yea, in
many cases, most danger-in the smallest error. "A little leaven leaveneth
the whole lump" (l Cor. v. 16). And, as one said, "A little hole in a
ship sinks it;' a small breach in the sea-bank carries away all before it; a
little stab in the heart kills a man; and a little sin, without a great deal
of mercy, will damn him." Austin, ~n:iting upon John, tells a story of a
certain man that was of an opinion that the devil made flies, and not God.
Saith one to him, "If the devil made flies the devil made worms, and not
God, for they are living creatures as well as flies." "But," said the
other, "if the devil made worms, then he made birds, beast, and man."
He granted all this, and, by denying God in the fly, he denied God in
man, and God in the whole creation, and became the fool who saith in his
heart, "There is no God."
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"Beloved, believe not every spirit, but TRY the spirits whether they
are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world."
Let us " earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto
the saints." "Let us HOLD FAST the profession of our faith without
wavering; for He is faithful that promised."
" Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His
might. Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be ahle to stand
n,gainst the wiles of the devil." Fear not, brethren. Joyful stand on the
horders of your land.
"Jesus Christ, your Father's Son,
Bids yOll undismayed go on."
"Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth!"
Your willing servant for Ohrist's sake,
JOHN BUNYAN MCOURE.
19, TVindsol' Roacl, Del/mark Hill, Camberwell.

PERSONAL REOOLLEOTIONS OF MR. W. HUNTINGTON

i'

AT one time the writer took pleasure in charging this man of God with
inheriting Ishmael's portion; his hand being against every man, and
every man's hand against him. All that he said or did was wrested, and
made to wear the appearance of evil. And this was done because the
great truths that he contended for clashed with the pride of my unhumbled
heart; but, when I was brought to feel the transforming and renewing
po"er of the Holy Ghost, then, to my dismay, I saw that I had the letter
only, but that Mr. H-- had the power. And, as I was afterwards
obliged to confess, that while we were charging him with being an enemy
to good "orks, and teaching his hearers to scorn them as beggarly things,
yet he "as far more zealous of good works, both in precept and practice,
than many of us, "ho were his vile defamers.
Let the follo"ing anecdote, culled from many others that might be
recorded, prove that Mr. H--, in his daily conversation, was careful to
maintain good works in their proper place, and for their proper end.
At an evening conference I remember a man of God, whose name was
vVilshire, was led to speak of the Lord's dealings with him, both in grace
and also providence; and the following is the substance of his statement.
" I was," said W--, "in a good business in London, and sat under
the ministry of that highly-favoured man of God, Mr. H--. But to my
shame, I must confess that I did not prize the truth which he preached,
nor did I know the worth, by feeling the "ant, as I was afterwards made
to feel its "orth.
" I began to aspire in my thoughts, and to feel dissatisfied with my
trade income. I then conceived if I went to Kingston, in Surrey, my
business would flourish better than it did in tOWll; yet I could not say
that I was not doing a good business, but I wanted to do better, and have
a larger income. After many cogitations with my own thoughts, but
"ithout waiting for, or asking counsel of, the Lord in the matter, I
removed to Kingston. For a little while after I had settled in my llew
habitation thingil seemed to progress prosperously, and I thought I should
make my nest there, and die in that nest. After some months' sojourn there
things began to run crooked; customers withdrew from my shop; and the
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more I laboured for prosperity, and to make the crooks straight, tho more
adversity stole upon me, until my trade was brought to the lowest ebb,
and I and my family were brought to the brink of starvation. I was
now brought to a stand, and made to see, feel, and confess my folly. And
in this miserable state, instead of being favoured to go up to the sanctuary
of the Lord, and obtain under the ministry a word of comfort, I found
myself in a thirsty land where there was no water; it was desolation
without and desolation within.
"I then consulted with my wife to walk up to London and make my
case known to Mr. H--, which I did. Having sent in my name by the
servant, I was requested to walk into the parlour, where I found two
gentlemen in conversation with Mr. H--, who turning towards me, and
pointing with his finger, said, 'There, I would as soon have seen the
devil walk into my room as seen that man.' Oh, what a blow that was
to me-I thought I must have fallen to the floor; and it appeared that he
saw what I felt, for he told me to take a chair. My reflections during
the time of the conversation between him and his friends were very bitter.
After some time the gentlemen shook hands and withdrew; one of them
whispered in my ear, 'Don't be fearful.'
" When Mr. H-- hall arranged his papers, he said: 'Well, I suppose you have been starved out where you went to reside, and are now
obliged to return with Naomi's confession: "I went out full, and the
Lord hath brought me home again empty.'"
To this statement I sighed
o.ut an acknowledgment that it was so, and that my soul was like a dreary
wilderness. He said, 'If you had been a man of discernment, you must
have known that if we sow to the flesh we shall reap corruption.' He then
put on his overcoat and his hat, for it "as very cold, and he said, 'Follow
me.' After we had walked some distance from his house, we came into a
street where I saw a shop that was shut up, and, pointing towards it, he
said, ' Should you like to take that shop? no doubt but the locality is suitable for your business.' I thought it was a suitable place; but, knowing that
I had no money, therefore could not stock the shop, I said, 'I am afraid
I shall plunge myself into debt, therefore I must not think of taking that
shop.' Without waiting to hear anything more that I had to say, he went
into the adjoining shop, brought out the key, and, when he had opened
the door, he invited me to walk in and look at the rooms. I found the
place would be very convenient for my trade; but I told him I must not
dare to engage. Shutting and locking the door of the shop, he said,
'Now, you must go home, and let us wait and see what the Lord has to
say in this matter; and the day after to-molTo", a a certain hour, you
will come to town, and then you can call upon me again.'
"I never, no, never, through life shall forget that man of God's unbounded kindness; I feel it in my heart to the present day. When I
turned from him to begin my journey homeward, he put into my hand
sufficient money to pay my fare, and supply my family with food. But
before I returned to town as he had appointed, I had made up my mind
that I would have nothing to do with the shop, because I could not stock
it; therefore I purposed to return him many thanks for his kindness, and
beg to decline plunging myself into deeper thraldom than I was then in.
"However, upon the day and at the hour appointed, with a heavy
heart, I called upon Mr. H--, who expressed himself much pleased that
I was pu~ctual to time; and, without exchanging one word with me
respecting the shop, he ordered me to walk out with him; but he did not
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say what for, nor where he was about to lead me. But, after walkin[7 for
some time, he halted, and, when I looked up, I saw I was standing in f.ont
of the aforesaid shop. When I saw where I was, I began to stammer
out my objections; but he paid no regard to what I was saying, but took
from his pocket the key of the shop; and, when he had opened the door,
he said, 'Come, follow me, sir.' With confusion and much trembling,
I did follow him into the shop; and, to my astonishment, I found the
shop was filled with all sorts of leather, and every kind of material for
my business. 'There,' said he, 'now you can go on with your trade.'
Then looking up, he said, 'May the God of Abraham, Isaac, and J acob,
bless and prosper you.' He then withdrew, and left me in possession of
the shop, where I continued for some years; and, as he petitioned, so I did
prosper, both in soul and in circumstances, for my trade increased daily;
and, under his ministry, my soul was fed with fat things full of marrow.
" In a few weeks after I had opened my business, the currier, of whom
Mr. H-- had bought the goods to stock my shop, called upon me tll
solicit orders. My first question to this gentleman was: 'How much
do I owe you, sir, upon the goods which you have sent to me?'
His
answer was,.' that Mr. H-- had paid all the bill, and, if I chose to deal
with him, I was at liberty to order goods, &c., to any reasonable amount.'
But I told him, that I could not think of giving him an order until I had
seen Mr. H--.
" In a few days after the currier had called, I put the money I had taken
into my pocket, and went to Mr. H--, intending to discharge a part of
my debt, but he would not receive only a portion of what I offered him.
'0, no,' said he, 'I will not take all that from you at this time. You call
keep it, and, when it is convenient, you can pay me the remainder.' Thus
was I, by the kindness of that dear man of God, again set up in my
business; and I have continued as you now see me to the present day;
and this night, as a witness I am constrained to testify to the honour of
sovereign grace, that Mr. H-- lived under the vital influence of that
tender God-glorifying injunction: 'Freely ye have received, freely give,'
and, as the Lord hath said, he did shine as a light in the world."
The aforesaid circumstance was not made known until after the death
of Mr. H--. but it was made known then to confirm the truth of that
scripture, "The good works of some are manifested before their death;
and they that are otherwise cannot be hid."
Ah, when I reflect upon my cruel aspersions poured out upon that dear
man, and how my Arminian principles drove me to slander him and the
precious truths which he preached, I am constrained to confess before the
Lord, how grievously I have sinned by my hard speeches which I have
spoken against him.
No, no, no, the holy doctrine of God the Father's everlasting covenant,
love in Christ Jesus; God the Son's everlasting covenant, redemption by
blood; and the doctrine of God the Holy Ghost's covenant, regeneration
into life eternal; never yet did, nor ever can, nor will, make a man to be an
enemy to good works; nor carelefis in the practice of good works according
to his ability. These doctrines of grace in the soul of a redeemed sinner
are the vital, fruitful principles of love, joy, peace, gentleness, goodness,
and whatsoever is lovely and of good report. Indeed, for the honour of
those truths which Mr. H-- faithfully preached, we are constrained to say,
from what we have felt in soul's experience of their power, that in whomsoever these doctrines truly dwell, there is no may be, or ought to be, but
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they will, and must, dwell; as the apostle hath said, IIWe are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before
ordained that we should walk in them." The doctrines of sovereign grace
which dwell in the heirs of grace, they are brought to dwell in them by
the creation of grace, according to the ordination of grace, for the glory
of grace in the ordination and. creation; also the high and holy end and
design of that creation being unto good works, all who have tasted the
sweetness of the everlasting love of the Eternal Three in God, glory in
the immutable fact, that the designs of grace never have been, nor can
be frustrated, .because the Lord has pledgoed His own Holiness to this, as
it is written, "Once have I sworn by my Holiness, that I will not lie unto
David." If in the old creation, which is transient in its duration, God
said, "Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the
fruit tree yielding fruit, after (or according) to his kind, and it was so,"
much more, then, shall this new creation by grace, that is eternal in its
duration, bring forth the fruit after (Ol'according) to its kind in I'denying
ungodliness and worldly lusts, and living soberly, righteously, and godly
in this present world; looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious
appearing of the great God and om Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto
Himself a peculiar people zealous of good works."
THE OLD PILGRIM.
[In the Preface to MR. HUNTINGTON'S WORKS, which, in the Providence
of God, it fell to our lot to write, under date July 5, 1856, touching upon
his principles, we say, "Notwithstanding all that has been said to the
contrary, no man could have had a deeper sense of honour and integrity.
He was generous to a degree. His hand responded to his heart in the
liveliest and most practical sympathy." Our opinion, as thus expressed
fourteen years ago, has not undergone the veriest change. We have
ever been wont to consider MR. HUNTINGTON among the most noblehearted and generous of men-a man that was incapable of-yea, would
scorn-a mean action. But, in our little eventful life, we have occasionally met with one and another calling themselves" Huntingtonians,"
who had no more claim to the name, in point of noble-hearteclness and
detestation of niggardliness, than we have to the title of Archbishop of
Canterbury.
That is a solemn word, dear reader, of Paul to Timothy, "They that
will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and
hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the
love of money is the root of all evil: "hich "hile some coveted after, they
have erred froni the faith, and pierced themseh-es tllJ:ough with many
sorrows. But thou, 0 man of God, flee these things; and follow after
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness" (1 Tim. vi. 911). Now, we are as sure of the fact as anything can render us, that if
the love of money takes hold of the heart of a real child of God, sooner or
later, either in his own day, or in that of his posterity, that money shall
either "take to itself wings and flyaway," or it will "eat as doth a
canker worm." It will not prosper. It cannot. It is an impossibility.
It is contrary to the word of God. Oh, our God, save us, we pray Thee,
from the love of money. Nay, we have often thought, our God could
not trust us with it, because He sees if we had we should hoard. God
be thanked, then, for the hand-basket portion) and those gl'aciolls word~,
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" YOlU' heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things
before ye ask Him," and" My God shall supply all your need, according
to His riches in glory byOlu:ist Jesus." How sweet was the prayer of
Agur, "Give me neither poverty nor riches, but feed me with food
convenient for me." How privileged the portion of Peter, when he said
to the lame man at the Beautiful gate of the temple, "Silver and gold
have I none; but such as I have give I thee: in the name of Jesus Ohrist
of Nazareth, rise up and walk." How blessed, moreover, the testimony
of the Apostle Paul, when taking leave of the brethren at Ephesus, "I
have coveted -no man's silver, or gold, or apparel. Yea, ye yourselves
know that these hands have ministered unto my necessities, and to them
that were with me."
Ah, dear reader, it is sweet to find one's self drawing near to eternity,
with the prospect of very soon being called to render an account of one's
stewardship, with these feelings - the non-envy of creature-wealth,
creature-name, or creature-fame.
Moreover, how sweet to be able to bear personal testimony to the fact:
"When I sent you without purse and scrip, and shoes, lacked ye anything?
And they said, Nothing." How precious, too, in the prospect of the near
approach of the termination of one's little day, to be able to set one's
own personal seal to the truth of that blessed testimony, by the dying
Joshua, "And, behold, this day I am going the way of all the earth:
and ye know in all your hearts and in all your souls, that not one thing
hath failed of all the good things which the Lord your God spake concerning you: all are come to pass unto you, and not one thing hath failed
thereof." (Joshua xxiii. 14).
Dear reader, we glean some precious facts here and there, as we pass
forward on our onward and homeward way. Whilst we see the rich, for
the most part, absorbed and engrossed and full of a=ious care and concern, in these days of change and excitement, about their poor paltry gold,
that will not be able to stay the approach of death and eternity for a
single moment; but go they must, and leave all behind, when the summons
comes; on the other hand, we meet with those content to wait upon
the Lord-to watch His hand-and to be recipients of His so timely, so
continuous, and so opportune mercies, the Lord appearing so tenderly, so
condescendingly, so lovingly. Oh, what proofs have we had, personally,
dear reader, of these the Lord's most merciful and gracious and fatherly
dealings.
A dear, deeply-taught and well-instructed one said to us some time
since, "I dread having a spare five-pound note upstairs;" and we declare
we have known again and again the sweetness of faith being most in
exercise when we have had least in hand. When the last shilling has
been expended, we have had the sweetest confidence that more would be
forthcoming "hen really needed; and we have never been disappointed;
blessed be Olu' God! "HE IS FAITHFUL."
Dear NUNN, that eminent servant of God, who laboured so many years,
and so successfully, in Manchester, said, "His pulpit was his four feet of
freehold." It is the only piece of freehold we ever had, or ever wish
to have. We should tremble to have a house we could call our own.
No, no; it does not behove" a stranger and a pilgrim" to look for or to
seek after anything more than" a tent" or a " tabernacle," whilst passi,ng
through a wilderness. A tent is sooner struck than a house vacated.
Blessed LUTHER exulted in the fact that he had not the trouble of making
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a will. Oh, how we. shrunk, some years ago, when asked to witness the
signing of a will of about a dozen sheets of foolscap! Sooner fax, dear
reader, would we leave that blessed item-that glorious promise-that
precious pledge, which God the Holy Ghost dropped into our then desolate heart, when, nearly seven-and-thirty years ago, standing by the open
grave of our dear departed father, in the chmchyard of Kingston, Portsea, "A Father to the fatherless and a Judge of the widow is God in His
holy habitation." Ah, dear reader, He has, in very deed ratified and
confirmed to this very hour that precious, precious word. Never-no,
never-in a single instance has he failed to fulfil it, and we would ten
thousand tim'es soonec leave wife, children, all, in HIS hands who hath
said, "Leave thy fatherless children, I will preserve them alive, and let
thy widow trust in Me," than record their names with pen, ink, and paper
to the tune of tens of thousands of pounds!
It is only this very morning letter has been placed in our hand, by a
very old ana. dear fbend, who knew all the circumstances of a certain
family in our late parish. The parents were both dear children of God;
and one season we shall ever remember, when the father, long after nightfall, paced a certain path near our old Irish home, expressing to us his
intense anxiety about the future of his large family. How could he,
with only a pound a week, a coastguard-man, bring' them up? He
had a most hard-hearted superintendent, who persecuted him greatly,
because he loved the truth, and our feeble ministrations. When the
Crimean War broke out, he took the earliest opportunity to send him off
to the Baltic, and, when he returned home afterwards for a little season,
and was again going to join the Wellington, in our personal hearing, that
officer ridiculed the parting scene. That dear man and his godly companion, also another member of our congregation, both died up the Baltic.
But, oh! how wonderfully did the Lord appear for both widows and all
the fatherless ones. ,Ve hesitate not to say, that they were far, far better
provided for than had their fathers lived. Although, in one case, the
widow was taken home, the dear children have grown up to manhood
and womanhood's estate, and each filling honourably and respectably
. different most responsible positions in society. It was the letter of one
of these poor orphans that we, this day, read with so much pleasure,
gratitude, and satisfaction.
Oh, dear reader, how well worthy is our God of all trust and confidence.
"Lord, we believe; help Thou our unbelief."-ED.J

a

" IT is said," says Rutherford, speaking of the Sanom's delay in responding to the request of the Syrophenician "oman, "He answered not a
word; but it is not said He heard not a "ord. These two differ much.
Christ often heareth when He doth not ans"er, His not answering is an
answer, and speaks thus: 'Pray on, go on, and cry, for the Lord holdeth
His door fast bolted, not to keep you out, but that you may knock and
knock.'" " God delays to answer prayer," says Archbishop Usher, "because He would have more of it. If the musicians come to play at our
door, or our windows, if we delight not in their music, we throw them out
money presently:that they may be gone; but, if the music plea:oe us, we
forbear to give them money, because we would keep them longer, to enjoy
their music. So the lord loves and delights in the sweet words of His
children, and therefore puts them off] and answers them not presently."
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"INSTEAD OF THE BRIER SHALL COME UP THE MYRTLE
TREE."
ISAIAH Iv. 13.
WHEN grieved we turn (who live by toil)
From some professing one,
Whose haughty look and scornful smile,
Like briers rank, we shun,
How sweet to meet with myrtle trees,
Planted in valleys low ;'~
Oft wet with dew the Spirit breathes,
That they in gracc may grow.
'While breathing out their joy or fear,
They fragrance rare impart ;t
We find, as we inhale the air,
'Tis grateful to the heart.
Such lowly shrubs our spirits cheer;
vV' e grieve to see them go :
We feel to want their presence here,
To grace the Church below.
Yet, Lord, 'tis good to see Thee come,
With an approving smile,
To plant these trophies near Thy throne,
In more congenial soil.
And grant that Vie, dear Husbandman,
Who love their company,
May safely reach that happy land,
And join in praising Thee.
Bedford.
J. S.
"HE DIED FOR ME."
" HE died for me!" Such were the words that I heard spoken by some
one who passed me, when on my way to Church one Sabbath evening.
It was refreshing to hear such words when numbers were to be seen who,
bent apparently upon their own pleasure, and ignorant of the true joy
which the words above quoted can convey to one who can realize their
truth in his own case, passed on their way, without a thought about better
and eternal things, "Having no hope, and without God in the world."
"He died for me!" Yes, and He who died was the Eternal and
Only-begotten Son of God, "The brightness of His Father's glory, and
the express image of His person." He who died was" The Word," who
"\Ias in the beginning, and who was with God, and was God, but who
"took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of
men; and being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, and became
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross" (John i. I ; Phil. ii. 7, 8).
" He died for me !" that is, in my place-in my stead. Those who see
nothing in the death of Christ but an example of humility-those who
would do away with all idea of vicarious sacrifice-those who reject the
notion of substitution in the death of Jesus, have" made shipwreck of the
faith."
Scriptur&, again and again, sets forth Ohrist's death in its
substitutionary character: e. g., Gal. iii. 13, "Ohrist hath redeemed us
from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us; 2 Cor. v. 21, "He
• Zech. i. 8.
t Rev. viii. 3.
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hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be
made the righteousness of God in Him." How much we read about
sacrifice in the Old Testament! How much the Israelites had to do with
sacrifice, and that by the express appointment of God! How the death of
the animal sacrificed conveyed the following lessons! It showed that the
guilty person or persons deserved the punishment of death as the consequence of sin; that "without shedding of blood there is no remission of
sin;" and that the sins of the guilty were laid upon the innocent victim;
so that, the victim paying the penalty, the sins of the guilty for whom the
sacrifice was o~ered, were for ever put away. For example, how clearly
the rite which took place upon the great day of Atonement, signified
the complete transfer of all iniquity from the sinner to the sin-bearer!
In Lev. xvi. 21, we read, "And Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the
head of the live goat, and confess over him all the iniquities of the children
of Israel, and all their transgressions in all their sins, putting them upon
the head of the goat, and shall send him away by the hand of a fit man
into the wilderness." All this was typical of Christ, "the Lamb of God,
which taketh away the sin of the world."
"Not all the blood of beasts,
On Jewish altars slain,
Could give the guilty conscience peace,
Or wash away the stain.
" But Christ the heavenly Lamb
Takes all om' sins away;
A sacrifice of nobler name,
And richer blood than they."
The nature of Christ's death, then, "as sacrificial; and in this idea of
sacrifice is contained that of substitution. Though the world may scoff,
and proud reason may sneer at this, the child of God knows experimentally
that it is a great truth. If we, whose hope for time and for eternity
rests upon the grand, the glorious, the soul-cheering fact that "Christ
died/or u8,"-in our stead, as our Substitute,-if we, who believe that
"Christ's blood cleanseth from all sin," could have this hope removed
from us, what Gospel, what good ne"s would remain? Conscious of our
own vileness, we know and feel our need of a complete atonement. Let
me quote some weighty words extracted fl'om a sermon by the late Bishop
of Peterborough, Dr. J eune: "In those dark hours when man is made to
repossess the iniquities of his youth-when the arro"s of the Almighty
rankle in the soul, a miserable comforter would he prove, who should
preach only the example set forth by Christ; for that example the sinner
has net followed. In vain would he be told that the cross is a declaration of unconditional mercy; for conscience, kno"l"l'ing full well that the
wages of sin is death, and convinced that the "rath of God is revealed
from heaven against all unrighteousness, "ould give the lie at once to
such a mutilated Gospel. Let me hear, when I am on the bed of death,
that Clu:ist died in the stead of sinners, of whom I am the chief; that He
was forsaken of God during those fearful agonies, because He had
taken my place-that on His cross He paid the penalty of my guilt. Let
me hear, too, that His blood cleanseth from all sin, and that I may now
appear before the bar of God, not as 'pardoned' only, but as 'holy, and
without blame.' Let me realize the great mystery of the reciprocal substitution of Christ and the believer, or, rather, their perfect unity-He in
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them, they in Him-which He has expressly taught; and let me believe
that, as I was in effect crucified on Calvary, He will in eject stand before
the throne in my person; mine the sin, His the penalty; His the shame,
mine the glory; His the thorns, mine the crown; His the merits, mine
the reward."
"He died /01' me." Every converted person must acknowledge the
efficacy of the Atonement. However deeply rooted in his mind may have
been the prevalent idea that Christ died for every individual that wa~
ever born or ever will be born into the world, he will be brought to
realize personally that the Son of God loved him, and gave Himself fO)'
Mm. By the great mass of religious professors, the efficacy of the Atonement is denied. The common and erroneous idea is that Christ has done
a work for all, so that anyone can be saved who will seek after salvation,
which is to virtually make a man his own Saviour! Surely, we cannot
regard the precious death of Jesus as having accomplished nothing; and
if it was for every individual, it has accomplished nothing; but something
else is needed in order to render it efficacious. But what is the teaching
of God's ,Vord? "Christ," we read 1 Pet. iii. 18, "hath once suffered
for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God;" and iu
the plainest language we are told, in Heb. x. 14, that "by oue offering
He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified," i. e., those that are
set apart-the chosen people of God. "vVe are said to have "redemption"
- " eternal redemption "-through His precious blood (Eph. i. 7; Heb.
ix. 12), and it is said to "justify" (Rom. v. 9), and Christ is said to be
set forth to be a "propitiation through faith in His blood." To bring
hut one more passage of Scripture, how clearly is the efficacy of the
Atonement declared by the apostle Paul in Rom. v. 10, where "reconcihation to God" is stated to ,be a consequence of the death of the Son of
God. "If," says the apostle, "when we were enemies, we were reCOllciled to God by the death of His Son, much more, being reconciled, we
shall be saved by His life."
" He died for me "-for me, a vile guilty sinner; for me, who by nature
was an enemy to God (see Rom. viii. 7) ; for me, whose heart is " deceitful
ahove all things, and desperately wicked" (J er. xvii. 9); for me, who am
a wayward, backsliding child of a loving Father. For me-then I am a
debtor to the sovereign and free grace of God; for, if He died for me
when I was an enemy, before I was in existence, I had nothing to do
with it; and, since I have been in existence, if I had been left to myself,
I should be an enemy still. Why am I a Christian when numbers of
others I daily come in contact with are "dead in trespasses and sins? "
Who hath made me to differ from others? God, and God alone. It was
His mighty power, which was exercised in raising Christ from the dean,
that raised me from spiritual death to a life of faith in Jesus (Eph. i. 19
to ch. ii. 7). It was His teaching which led me to see such wonderful
beauty and comfort in those words of St. Paul, "This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world
to save sinners, of whom I am chief." What grace! what love! And
yet how weak and cold is my love in return!
"He died for me." Then how great is my security! What have I to
fear? If my sins have been laid upon the Lord Jesus-if He has paid
all my debt, and made a complete atonement for me, then I go free. If
Christ died for me, He also kept the law of God for me, and wrought out
a righteousness for me; and therefore I am in Him "holy and without
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blame." If the Lord Jesus has voluntarily endured the whole of God's
wrath in my place, there is to me " no condemnation."
"He died for me." Then He is my great example (see 1 Peter ii.
21-23; Phil. ii. 5) ; and St. John writes, 1st Epistle, ch. ii. 6, "He that
saith he abideth in Him ought himself also so to walk, even as He
walked."
"He died for me." But He rose again; and now, as my Representative, as my Forerunner, as my Interceiisor, He is in the presence of God
for me (Heb. ix. 24, and vi. 20; Rom. viii. 34).
How precious is His assurance to His people, "Because I live, ye
sllalllive also" (John xiv. 19).
JJ!fancliester.
R. J. N.
THE CAUSE OF MEN'S OPPOSITION TO THE TRUTH.
" .Ancl they gave him audience unto this 'Word, and then lifted 2tp tlieil' voices,
and said, .Away with such Ct fellow from tile eartll; for d l'S not}it tllat lw
should live."-AcTs xxii. 21, 22.
CAN we trace this same spirit in men's opposition to the Gospel now?
,Ve can trace this same spirit in all ages, yea. it exists even now, though
the laws of the land and the usages of society keep it in check from
manifesting itself so openly as in former times; but do we not constantly
see hatred to the truth lurking under the mask of apparent consent to it?
YfJS, and bitter malice and envy ag'ainst those who hold the doctrines of
the Gospel in all their integrity. 'The natural heart of man is always the
same, not one whit better than these poor Jews "\Iho persecuted Paul, nOl'
of those who crucified the Lord of life and glory. Their language
continually is, "We will not have this man to reign over us;" and to
His followers, "Away with such a fellow from the earth, for it is not fit
that he should live." This spirit is clearly traceable to the pride of the
human heart, which cannot bear to think it is so impotent as not to be
able to help itself. This is certainly the case with all the Lord's own
people before they are brought to thl'o"\l themselves entirely as helpless
sinners on Christ, and trust His merits alone for salvation. It "\Ias my
case many years, during' which I vainly thought I should be a little
better by and bye; but instead, found myself growing worse and worse,
until the Holy Spirit showed me it "\Ias for the vilest sinners Jesus bled
and died, and such methought was 1. He came not to call the righteous,
but sinners to repentance. How sweetly have those two lines of the
hymn come home since:"Nothing in my hand I bring,
Simply to Thy cross I cling."
" It is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief."

" Oh, to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrain'd to be;
Let that grace, Lord, like a fetter,
Bind my wandering heart to Thee.
Prone to wander-oh, I feel itProne to lea,e the God I love;
Here's my heart, Lord, take and seal it,
Seal it for Thy courts above."

w.
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THE WAR.
as one reason why France has been defeated by Germany, TIle
Rock says: "The Germans have a rehgious superiority to the French; the
sons of Fatherland marched to the battle-field singing Luther's hymns to
the glory of their God, and passed their nights before the battle in prayer
to the Lord God of hosts, pleading for the land they loved, and for the
cause for which they were prepared to resign their souls into His hands.
How the Prussian soldiers spend their Sabbath (not as the French) may
be conjecture~l from the following remarks of a war correspondent:, Many Roman Catholics from a distance looked on with astonishment (at
the Prussian devotions). Many of them afterwards said they now; knew
"hy the Prussians (as they term· all the Germans) conquer. In Rozieres
the whole of the fo:r2e sang Gatt ist Getreu, and the sound of a German
hymn in a foreign country was very striking. The Sunday was similarly
observed by all the other brigades. The attendance of the soldiers is
large, especially at the Communion, a proof that the ecclesiastical
authorities "ere right in pressing for effic-ient spiritual provision for the
troops. The four Evangelical ministers, however, are hardly sufficient to
meet the demands made on them. A new spirit now prevails-an
earnes~, self-sacrificing temper, which overcomes all home sickness.' Is
it any wonder, then, that such servants of the Lord, praying as Cromwell's
soldiars prayed, and fighting as Cromwell's soldiers fought, should be
blessed of the Lord, who heard all their prayers, from those breathed by
their noble and pious sovereign to the lowest soldier in the ranks ?"
ASSIG:NING

DIFFICULTIES OF GOD'S CHILDREN.
THEY find it difficult to believe in the Pope's infallibility, to "atch and
pray, to give with cheerfulness, to get near the Lord; to understand His
Holy Word, and feed upon it; to believe they are right, when they feel
so much in them that is wrong; to get two ends together in temporals;
to get out, and keep out of debt; to trust in the Lord at all times, to
refrain from being over anxious about the morrow, to cease from man, to
deny themselves, to look to Jesus, to believe the promises, to say from the
heart, "Thy will be done;" to love their enemies, to bless those that
curse them, to do good to those that hate them, and to pray for those that
despitefully use them and persecute them; to examine themselves, to take
11 reproof without being offended with their reprover, to bridle their
tongue; to "be still," "sit still," and" stand still;" to avoid complaining; to say, like Paul, "I have learned in whatever state I am, therewith
to be content;" to bear the cross without murmuring, to glory in the
cross; to speak to others about the Lord, such as to their children,
ser,ants, &c.; to believe that salvation is in any wise of works, to believe
that Christ will suffer any of His sheep to be lost, to stand without being
held by the Lord's hand; to see Him without" the seeing eye," to hear
His voice without" the hearing ear," to touch Him without the finger of
faith, to get up when down without a lift from the Good Samaritan, to
love the brethren, to be at peace among themselves, to "provide things
honest in the sight of all men," to "keep a conscience void of offence
to"ards God and towards man," to believe they shall be happy for ever in
heaven, when they feel so often miserable on earth; to rule their own
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spirit, to "train up their children in the nurture and admonition of the
Lord;" to believe they are wise, when they feel so ignorant; that they
are righteous in God's account, when. they are so unrighteous in their
own; to believe that they are children of the light, when they are walking so much in darkness; to believe they are Ohrist's, when they so little
resemble Him; that they are spiritual, when they feel so earthly; that
they are strong, when they feel so weak; that they are elected, when they
feel as if rejected, and so ofJ;en dejected; that all things are working for
their good, when they are ready to cry out as J acob, "All these things are
against me;" to believe the fire will not burn them, nor the waters drown
them; to beli ve they are in the covenant of grace, when the Lord hides
His deal' face; to reprove sin in a right spirit, to suffer without threatening, to think of dying without fearing ,death, to pass throug'h a storm
without fearini!: and sinking, to reconcile at all times God's precious
promises with His providential dealings.
These are the characters that need the Almighty Saviour's help, and
they will most assuredly have'it as He sees best.
Tetbury.
F. F.

KEPT OF GOD.
" IJelivering thee from Me jJeople, and from the Gentt7es, unto whom now 1 send
tlwe."-AcTs xxvi. 17, 18.
THE meaning of the 17th verse appears to be that Paul should be delivered
from the people until all the purposes of God had been fulfilled in him.
He was first to be a witness of what he had seen concerning the matter of
his conversion, and then Jesus says (16th verse), "of those things in the
which I will appear unto thee," that is, of the further revelations of
Ohrist's love to him, one of which is mentioned in 2 001'. xii., where ho
oannot tell whether he is in the body, or out of the body, but was caught
up into paradise; yet, lest he should be exalted above measure through
the abundance of the revelations, there was given unto him a thorn ill the
:flesh. It was then he found the grace of God sufficient for him, and says,
"Most gladly, therefore, will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the
power of Ohrist may rest upon me."
It was the power of Ohrist he had to minister of, and witness to the
Gentiles; and until that was accomplished, "no man should set on him
to hurt him." And it was the power of Christ, through his instrumentality, that should" open the eyes of the Gentiles," to whom he was
sent; "turning them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan
unto God; that they might receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance
among them which are sanctified by faith that is in Him."
Thus was Paul kept through faith lmto salvation, of both body and
soul, until all God's gracious designs were "rought out in him and by
him. And thus shall we be preserved through all the dangers and diffi,·
culties of this life, until whatever God purposed in our creation and
redemption has been brought about, and then we shall be received into
His heavenly kingdom.
" 0 thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?"
W.
THY trespasses are daily, and yet one trespass is sufficient to darken all
thy expectations of glory.

-
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"AND HEZEKIAH PRAYED BEFORE THE LORD."
2 KmGs xix. 15.

the Lord leads His people "by the right way," it is not
always an easy way. Through the whole pilgrimage of life there is conflict. The way to tho kingdom lies through much tribulation. No cross
no crown. Hence the Ohurch is militant here on earth. A sinful
nature, the world and the devil, are united in opposition to the Lord and
His people. The struggle will last while life lasts. The result will be
victory and glory.
Good king Hezekiah was no exception to the divinely-appointed rule.
His fidelity to God roused the anger of the Assyrian despot. Sennacherib went up against all the fenced cities of Juclah and took them.
Hezekiah wavered. His faith in God was severely shaken. The fear of
man proved a snare. He therefore gave the tyrant 300 talents of silver
and thirty talents of gold to induce him to return to his own land. But
there can be no fellowship between the temple of God and idols. He
who is born after the flesh will ever persecute him who is born after the
Spirit. For believers to conciliate those wno fight against God and His
truth is impossible. Attempts at conciliation will only make the adversary more clamorous and daring. Has the sacrilegious dishonour done to
the Irish Ohurch conciliated the hostile Fenians and Romanists ?
To what rebuke, blasphemy, and unscrupulous mendacity did the
Assyrian boaster give expression! He said that Hezekiah had taken
a~my the Lord's high places and altars (xviii. 22); but compare this with
thl) 4th verse and the glaring mendacity is revealed. Then he said, the
Lord had told Mm to destroy Jerusalem (vel'. 25)1 And yet, almost in
the same breath, he uttered proud defiance against the Lord, by asking
if any of the gods of the nations had delivered the people out of his
hand tl/at the Lord should deliver from him (verses 33-35). How reckless
and defiant!
Hezekiah, seeing at length his past folly in having tried to conciliate
this impious despot by costly sacrifices, wisely resolved to cling and cleave
to the Lord, and to leave the issue "With Him. He began to cease from
man, and to wait only upon the Lord. Hence he advised the people to
make no reply to the horrid blasphemy of the haughty monarch. In his
trouble he sends to Isaiah that he would lift up his voice in prayer, and
goes into the temple of the Lord. Reduced to au extromity, Hezekiah at
length pursues the right course. He asks for prayer, and hastens himself to pray. Now he is in the Lord's hands, he cannot fail. Judah's
cause is the cause of God, and it must succeed. The Lord's prophet is
commissioned to assure the troubled but praying monarch of J udah that
he should not be afraid; that he need fear no ill with God at hand to
bless; that the Lord would send a blast upon Sennacherib, and, by a
startling rumour, should be made to return to his own land, and that
then and there he should fall by the edge of the s"Word. Again, Sennacherib sends messengers to say, "Let not thy God deceive thee!" adding,
that other lands have been destroyed, "and shalt thou be delivered?" What!
the Lord deceive His o"lln people? Infernal suggestion! We fling back
the Satanic dart into the horrid pit whence it came. Now, when blasphemy has reached its climax, and trouble is at its worst, Hezekiah is
seen in the house of the Lord in the lowly attitude of prayer. The
insulting letter, containing blasphemy against the Most High, is spread
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before the Lord. The eye of the Lord is invited to see, and His ear to
hear the blasphemous words. Of a truth, other gods could not deliver
their worshippers, for they were no gods; but the Lord J ehovah, the
Creator and Preserver, He will surely deliver all whose trust is in
Him.
Hence, conceming Hezekiah's prayer, the Lord's ansiler is, "I have
heard it." The blasphemer's rage shall recoil on his oll"n head. The
Lord identifies Himself with His people. Deliverance is made sure.
Tho Lord will deal with the blasphemer as with a mad bull, or a wild
horse; He will put His hook into his nose, and His bridle in his lips, and
tUTn him back by the way that he came. So complete shall be thQ
deliverance that not an arrow shall be shot, or a hair touched. God's
great name, His honour and truth, is at stake, and therefore He will defend
His people and their city for Eis oiln sake, and for His servant David's
sake. That night 185,000 are divinely sll"ept down like grass before the
scythe. The Lord leads back Sennacherib to his own land, and his two
sons become the executioners of the Lord's vengeance, who fall upon their
father and slay him as he is in the very act of worshipping Nisrock, at
once proving the impotence of his god, and the omnipotence of J ehovah.
Thus "pride goeth before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a
fall." So it was with Pharaoh, Sennacherib, Nebuchadnezzar, Herod, and
others. So it will be with the Pope, the Dlan of sin. His pretended
infallibility is no sooner declared, no sooner is this crowning sin of the
king of pride committed, than we read of war in the gates, accelerating
the overthrow, at least, of his temporal authority. The same principle
applies also very plainly to the French Emperor and the French. For
fOUT years they had been earnestly preparing for "ar: standing high
among the nations they wished to be higher still. They were inflated
and encompassed with pride. They seemed to think they had no equals,
no superiors-to extend their territories, and to make themselves the
first of the nations, they threw down the gauntlet to Prussia. This
aggressive policy was notoriously wanton and mcked. They had such
confidence in themselves, in their mitralleuses and chassepots, that they
had the utmost certainty of reaching Berlin in a month. Ho" "onderfully different things have happened! The humiliation intended for
Prussia has happened to France. The exaltation France sought for
herself has been given to Prussia. France not only rushed unjustifiably
to battle, but, like Sennacherib, inflated "ith ambition, and ignoring and
despising the Almighty. King "\Villiam and the Prussians "ere forced
into the contest. "But I go forth to it," says the King in his ptoclamation, "looking to the omniscient God and imploring His Almighty
support. . . . From my youth up"ards I ha,e learnt to believe that
all depends upon the help of a gracious God. In Him is my trust, and
I beg my people to rest in the same assurance. I bow myself before
Goel in ackno"ledgment of His mercy, and I am SUTe that my subjects
and fello,,-countrymen do the same." Then, at the King's command, on
the 27th of July, the German nation hastened to the throne of Jehovah
for help. What a striking contrast between France and Prussia in this
I'espect! And how signally has God honoUTed the nation which has
honoured Him! It is most amazing, that, within a period of about six
weeks, the immense armies of France have been s"ept out of the world,
or into captivity. And now, the Emperor a prisoner, the Empress and
the Prince Imperial driven by the political storm into England; Frr.nce,
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once so great and glorious, lies degraded and bleeding in the dust. What
a terrible warning to nations and individuals! How eloquently these
solemn facts appeal to us not to forget God, or to trust in an arm of
flesh! They loudly proclaim the often-forgotten truth, that the Most
High doeth according to His will in the army of heaven, and among the
inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay His hand, or say unto Him,
"What doest Thou?" Blessed is that man who in his trouble, like
Hezekiah, or William of Prussia, betakes himself to the I-Jord, and hides
under the shadow of His wings!
Bo'stol.
R. CORNM~L.
A TIMELY WORD.
Ox the day on which we were about to make our annual appeal on behalf
of our Schools, the annexed paragraph came to hand, which we read
from the pulpit:"I WILL GIVE NOTIIIXG."-" There is that scattel'eth, and yet increaserh; and there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth
. 0 po,erty"-Prov. xi. 24.
A minister, soliciting aid towards his chapel,
'l'l"aited upon an individual distinguished for wealth and benevolence.
.-\.pproving the case, he presented to his minister a handsome donation,
and, turning to his three sons, who had 'l'l"itnessed the transaction, he
ad,ised them to imitate the example. " My dear boys," said he, "you
ha,e heard the case; now what will you give?" One said, "I will
gi,e all my pockets will furnish;" another observed, "I will give half that
I ha,e in my purse;" the third sternly remarked, "I will give nothing'."
Some :-ears after, the minister had occasion to visit the same place, and,
recollecting the family he had called upon, he inquired into the actual
position of the parties. He was informed that the generous father was
dead; the youth who had so cheerfully given all his store was living in
affiuence; the son who had divided his pocket-money was in comfortable
circumstances; but the third, who had indignantly refused to assist, and
haughtily declared he would give" nothing," was so reduced as to be
supported by the two brothers.
On the Tuesday following we received the annexed letter : BRISTOL, Sept. 5, 1870.
DEAR Sm,-I feel that it may not be uninteresting to you, to have in
detail the circumstance which I hurriedly mentioned to you last evening.
Before leaving for church, my wife remarked to me, that, as there was
to be a collection for St. Luke's Schools, we onght to encourage the children
to gi,e from their own little resources, instead of supplying them with a
fe'l'l" pence as we had been accustomed to do; observing that children
could no be taught too soon practically to sympathize with others who
might not be placed in such favourable circumstances as themselves.
Agreeing with her proposition, we asked the youngest of five (boys)
'l'l"hrrt he would give to'l'l"ards helping the poor school children. He said,
" I haye got threepence, and I will give twopence of that;" the next, on
being asked, said, "I will give the widow's mite, I have fourpence, and they
shall have it all ;" the third said, "I will give the price of the Emperor,"
meaning that he would give threepence, which his mother had given him the
preYious day for bringing home the news of the surrender of the Emperor
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of the French; the fourth said he was willing to give a part. of what he had,
without specifying any amount; the fifth and eldest, from whom we
expected most, as he was in possession of several shillings of pocket
money, on being asked what he would give, said, in a decided tone and
manner, "1 will give nothing."
We were much pained, and his
mother said to him, "As you sow, so shall you reap: if you shut yOUl'
heart against others, you cannot expect God's blessing on yourself."
1 also spoke to him of the sin of selfishness, and the beauty of that sweet
spirit which can sympathize with, and minister to the wants of others.
He said nothing, and, as far as we could see, his resolution was unaltered.
At the close of the service, when you "ere pleading the cause of the
Schools, andl'elating the little incident of the three brothers, we were
astonished at the remarkable coincidence, and watched the countenance of
our dear boy as you proceeded with the narrative. He appeared to feel
it deeply, especially when you stated the answer of the third son to his
father, and 1 touched his foot; his face was red as crimson, and, 1 am
thankful to say, that as he was leaving the pew, he whispered to his
mother for the loan of sixpence, which he dropped into the box. 1 cannot
help encouraging a hope that it was a message in mercy sent to our dear
boy, and confidently believe that he will never forget the circumstance as
long as he lives.
D. Mc'P.
[May the Lord God of Israel bless the dear lad! May He put His
fear into his young heart, be his Guardian and Guide through a dangerous
world, and at last receive him, and each member of his dear family, into
His own everlasting kingdom and glory! Amen, and AmeR.-ED:]

PARIS AND THE WAR.
~HE Bristol Times Mul Mirror, under date Sept. 20th, thus writes:"What an eclipse, socially and intellectually! Six months ago only a
diseased brain could picture to itself Paris in its present condition. We
should then have thought it as impossible that the 'peerless city' would
have been shut out from the world's sight-pushed back into night-as
that the barbarism of the Dark Ages should have resettled upon Europe.
Paris, begirt with a hostile army, separated from communication with the
"orId, its gas put out, its newspapers gone, is an anachronism. It
presents itself to the imagination like a night-mare; and e,en now tests
our utmost powers to realize it as it is within that enceinte bristling with
cannon, which makes it, so far as communication with mankind and
civilization goes, a hermitage with two millions of people-a terra incognita
to all outside it, who can no longer catch e,en its distant hum over the
spiked helmets of the Prussians. And this is the Paris of fashion and
luxury of three months ago-the gay capital of the globe-the wilful,
polished, passionate, peerless, God-and-Man-unfearing, restless, flaunting
capital, of which Charles Macmy "rote:'Beautiful Paris! morning star of nations!
The Lucifer of cities! Lifting high
The beacon blaze of young democracy!
Medina and Gomorrah both in one.
Lmmrious, godless, grovelling, soaring Paris,
Laden with intellect, and yet not wise;
Metropolis of satire and lampoon,
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Of wit, of elegance, of mirth, of song,
And fearful tragedies done clay by day,
Which put our hair on end, in the open streets.
The busy hive of awful memories,
The potent arbiter of popular will,
The great electric centre whence the shocks
Of pulsing freedom vibrate through the world:
Beautiful Paris! '
Each night from the ramparts may be seen the conflagration of those
noble woods which, especially on the north and south, showed a city' in
verdure clad,' and were the boast and beauty of the capital. Here is
how one of those sylvan Edens-the Bois de Boulogne-looked, as seen
by an eye-witness, on Saturday. 'Picture to yourself,' he writes, 'the
handsome entrance to it ruthlessly cut by a series of outworks composed
chiefly of earth and palisades. They look very stubborn and their construction has played cruel havoc with the avenue. Scattered heaps of
masonry strewn on all sides of them showed the sites of houses already
demolished, and bands of workmen were busily engaged in demolishing
more.' The villas left and houses still standing in this luxurious and lovely
locality were, if possible, even more melancholy than the shattered walls
and rubble of those that had been razed: 'The handsome row of houses
lining the road had not been touched, thpugh, if they had been dismantled and in ruins, they could scarcely have presented a more mournful
aspect. They were one and all shut up and deserted. Not a sign oflife
could I detect, except one solitary kitten which had alone found courage
to stop and face the Prussians. I might have taken undisputed possession
of one or all of them, for there was not a human being in sight to notice
or oppose me, until the Prussian shell turned me out. Such silence
and solitude in a spot so lately full of gaiety and life were almost
appalling.'
"This, however, refers only to the material and structural metamorphosis in the face of the ci y and suburbs. The social changes, which
those accustomed to read the outward signs of Parisian popular life
notice, are calculated to create even more uneasiness, when we reflect
upon the great mass of 'dangerous classes' shut up with the other citizens, from whose substance they have long been with difficulty compelled
to keep oft' their hands. Those who know how savage and vindictive an
element in the old revolutionary days and communistic disturbances, was
the female one, must see with uncomfortable misgivings the women taking
a prominent and obtrusive part in the out-of-door agitation. Fierce
viragos from the back slums march in the midst and by the side of the
Garde Mobile, and join vehemently in the political and martial discussions
taking place on the Boulevards. Looking at these as possible she-combatants in the approaching siege, the Paris correspondent of yesterday's
Times writes;" , God grant that I may prove a false prophet, but my firm conviction
is, that if the Prussians carry the place by storm, the resistance of a large
portion of the population, not excluding "omen, many of whom have
armed themselves with revolvers and even rifles, will be so ferocious and
desperate, continued up to the last moment from house to house and street
to street, that the result will be an indiscriminate slaughter worthy of the
dark ages. Heavy indeed will be the responsibility resting upon the
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heads of those who have spared a single effort to avert so fearful a
calamity.'
"The eyes of the Provisional Government-who are not levollers-cannot be blind to these significant and ill-omened indications of the Red and
ruthless element coming to the surface in a menacing way in Paris as it
has already done in Lyons j and it must make them more anxious to
secure peace, in order that they may be free to prevent civil disorder,
almost as disastrous to France as an unfortunate foreign war. We therefore hope that some good may from seeming ill in this respect be educed.
In the English chapel, in Paris, on Sunday morning last, and in all tho
English chapels throughout the country, those who were present and
heard the first Lesson read must have been struck with its strange appropriateness to the case and circumstances of the Oapital. Here are a
few verses" '1. Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now,
and know, and seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if
there be any that executeth judgment, that seeketh the truth; and I will
pardon it.
" '10. Go ye up upon her walls, and destroy; but make not a full end:
take away her battlements; for they are not the Lord's.
" '15. La, I will bring a nation upon you from far, 0 house of Israel,
saith the Lord: it is a mighty nation, it is an ancient nation; a nation
whose language thou knowest not, neither understandest what they
say.
" '16. Their quiver is as an open sepulchre, they are all mighty men.
" , 17. And they shall eat up thine harvest, and thy bread, which thy
sons and thy daughters should eat: they shall eat up thy flocks and thine
herds j they shall eat up thy vines and thy fig trees: they shall impoverish
thy fenced cities, wherein thou trustedst, with the sword.'
Still the sacred text did not leave those who reverently listened without
hope and comfort, for the verse IV hich follows the last quoted says:
" '18. Nevertheless in those days, saith the Lord, I will not make a
full end with you.'
Let us trust and pray, for the sake of the beautiful, intellectual, and
gifted-if frivolous and goclless-city, that it will be so, and that He, "ho
orders all the events and controls the unruly wills of men, will not make
, a full end j' but by showing the combatants a way to peace-difficult as
it now seems to finite understandings -terminate those bloody horrors,
and bring tranquillity, and with tranquillity moderation and wisdom, to
France."
A OORRESPoNDENr of The Rock thus writes :-" In your issue of September 6th I ventured to say, 'In these days the impossibilities of Monday
are the probabilities of Tuesday, the sober work of Weclnesday, the
achievement of Thursday; the gossip of Friday, and stale history by
Saturday l' What a startling confirmation of this has just taken away
our breath, and produced an excitement throughout Great Britain, for a
parallel to which you must go back to the First Empire.
"What a 'role! On July 13th, 1870, war begun j on September 3rd,
1870, the following catalogue of disasters fulfilled :-Napoleon HL, on
his way to Wilhelmshohe, near Oassel-not only no longer the central
person in Europe, not only a captive, but a perfect cypher; the (late)
Empress on her way through Brain le Oompte to join her fallen husband;
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the Prince Imperial ill at N amur; Marshal MacMahon wounded-they
say dead; Marshal Canrobert wounded; General De Failly killed; at
Sedan, the climax of a dozen battles of the first class (all against the
French), 80,000 men lay down their arms-an unheard-of thing-truly a
Pavia, DIm, and Fontainebleau all in one. Metz, with no earthly prospect but to do the same, with 120,000 men. Then, with all their field
artillery thus following the rest of the armament into Prussian statistics,
there is a new-born Republic at Paris madly bent upon inaugurating a
new scene in the tragedy of blood and blunder! What next? "

~ehielus

anh Jotites of ~oohs.

By Rev. S. A. WALKER, M.A., Rector
of St. Maryleport, Bristol. Bristol: T. E. Chilcott.
TillS is an admirable tract. The questions are forcibly put, and perfectly
unanswerable upon the side of truth. The arguments go to show, that
the practice of wearing crosses is altogether upon a wrong basis, professedly resting in the DEATH of Christ, whereas the legitimate ground of
rejoicing is in the resurrection of Christ; inasmuch as "He was delivered
for our offences, but raised again for our justification." If the cross"earers say, as multitudes do, they wear them for fashion's sake, then
are they rendering the most flagrant of sins and the foulest of transgressions-namely, the putting to death, in the most ignominious manner,
the Lord of life and glory-to pander to fashion; and thus causing the
deadliest of murders to minister to the pride of the human heart. To
those "ho "ear the cross, as an expression of sympathy, or from a feeling
of heart-sorrow, we would supplement MR.WALKEl{'S questions, by asking, Is it likely that anyone of the weeping widows or disconsolate sisters
or fatherless children, that are now to be reckoned by thousands and tens
of thousands on the Continent, will wear, in the shape of ornament, the
symbol of the "eapon-be it chassepot, or mitrailleuse, or needle-gun, or
sword, or bayonet-by which they have for ever been deprived of the
object of their love, and through whose cruel and most uncalled-for death,
the residue of their days will be embittered? Instead of perpetuating the
memory of such weapon-rather than continuously reminding themselves
of the fearful conflict, the bleeding wounds, the death-throes of their loved
but hapless victims-would they not that the veriest reminders of such
instruments of pain, destruction, and death, should for ever bJ banished
from their sight? Would that poor, giddy, thoughtless cross-wearers
"olud think of this, and sure we are that, under God, it would suffice to
lead them to abandon a practice the most Christ-dishonouring rather than
acceptable or praiseworthy.
Cross- Wearers kindly Interrogcdecl.

Tile Eighteons Man's Evidence for Heaven . . By TIMOTHY ROGERS. Leicester.
To be had of W. Garrard, 14, Newton Street.

THE reprint of an invaluable treatise, brought to light by "A Watchman
on the \Valls." It is written in the way of conversation between a
minister and a convert. It is remarkable for its clearness, soundness,
and power. Our readers will do well to obtain this work, which we
perceive is to be had at the low price of eighteen pence, as above, post
free.
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STIRRING events have, indeed, occurred since our last Monthly Note was
written. The French army has been completely defeated; the Napoleon
dynasty overturned; the Emperor find upwards of 80,000 of bis soldiers
have been taken prisoners; Paris is besieged; and Rome lies at the
mercy of the Italian troops.
After the battle of Gravelotte, a considerable portion of the French
army under the command of Marshal Bazaine were shut up in Metz, where
they still remain closely watched by the Prussians. The remainder of
the French forces, still numbering a mighty host, retreated in the
direction of Chalons, under the command of Marshal MacMahon. They
then evacuated Chalons, as the Prussian armies approached, and continued their retreat, when suddenly they turned, faced their pursuers, and
endeavoured to force their way back to relieve their commdes at Metz.
Hopeless effort !-an effort which now appears to have been forced upon
them by the military authorities at Paris,-the Prussians intercepted
them, compelled them to fight, repeatedly defeated them, and drove them
back towards Sedan. Here the French made a gallant stand, and a
fearful struggle ensued, but they were completely overpowered, and the
Emperor, with the whole of his army, numbering (as it has been since
ascertained) 83,000 men-besides "ounded, and many prisoners taken
in battle-together with 70 mitrailleuses, 400 field-guns, and 150 siegeguns were captured. Such an astonishing defeat has been unknown in
modern times.
Well may it astonish even the victors themselves.
Immediately upon tidings of this disaster being received in Paris, a
revolution took place, the Imperial Government was removed, and a
Republic proclaimed. The Empress fled, crossing the channel in an
English yacht, and took refuge at Hastings, where her son had preceded
her. Meanwhile, the Emperor was sent a prisoner to Wilhelmshohe, a
boautiful place near Cassel, and the Prussians continued their victorious
march towards Paris. Every effort has been made by the Parisians to
defend their city; the garrison, it is said, numbers upwards of 300,000
men; the fortifications are immensely strong; an abundance of provisions
has been gathered in; and the people seem determined to hold out to
the last moment. How far they "ill succeed remains to be seen; but,
if the city be really bombarded, their sufferings "ill be fearful; and no
pen will be able adequately to describe the horrors "hich "ill ensue.
,\That a lesson do these events teach of the instability of earthly
greatness! On the 28th of July, as he started for the seat of war, Louis
Napoleon "as supposed to be the most po"erful monarch in Europe,
probably in the wmld; his army appeared to be almost invincible, and
his throne one of the most splendid upon earth. On the 2nd of September, little more than one month after"ards, his army is completely
defeated; he is a prisoner in the hands of bis enemies; his empire is
gone-probably for ever; his beautiful e;apital, upon which he expended
80 much care and money, is on the e,e of being desecrated-perhaps
utterly ruined; his wife is a trembling fugitive, indebted for her escape
to the courtesy of an English gentleman; and his son is a disinherited
exile.
May we not add, also, that there seems to be in these events a fulfil-
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ment of the promise, "Them that honour me, I will honour?" We noticed,
at the commencement of this war, the remarkable difference between the
manner in which the two nations engaged in it; on the one side with
humiliation and devout supplication, on the other with self-confidence
and much foolish boasting. In the one case, too, the war seems to have
been deliberately designed and forced on without any real provocation,in fact, it was a mere war of aggression; on the other side-that is, on
the side of the Prussians-it was entered upon as a matter of absolute
necessity, in justifiable defence of all which they held dear. They foresaw the storm coming; they knew it must fall at some time or other; and
they carefully prepared for it. On the Prussian side, also, the war has
been conducted by a God-fearing king, who is not ashamed of his religion,
and who in all his ways acknowledges the Most High; we see this in his
despatches,-to God he appeals, and to Him he gives the credit of his
successes; this, too, he seems to do, not merely as a matter of form, but
as the natural expression of a pious spirit. As a necessary consequence,
this has elicited not a little scorn n:om our ungodly newspapers; they call
it blasphemy, taking God's name in vain, &c. Is it so? What says the
Scripture? " Acknowledge Him in all thy ways, and He shall direct thy
paths." The monarch honours God, and God honours him. The King
of Prussia knows full well that he is engaged in a fearful work-a work
at which humanity shudders-anel he deeply feels it too, but he has been
compelled to enter upon that work by the wicked devices of evil and
ambitious men: it is the only way in which he can purchase peace and
prosperity for his people, and therefore he knows that he has a right to
ask for Divine direction, and, when successful, he gives to God the glory.
We subjoin some extracts from the letters of "Special Oorrespondents" ;THE BATTLE OF SED}u'.

"It is a sight of terrible interest. The hill-side behind Floing has
been the scene of a regular stand-up battle between lines of infantry, and
there is a cannonade from another sloping ground more to the left, which
smites the French with startling precision. Loud rattle the volleys of the
mitrailleuses. Some four or five pieces are planted on the hill, and work
hard to keep back the Prussians. But they seem to be silenced or withdrawn, and the dark masses of King William's soldiers gain several acres
all about the little cottage and the two trees at the hill-top; there is a
fierce encounter. Lines of infantry stand firing at one another, and it is
clear that the loss is considerable, for many men fall killed and wounded.
What a wild confusion it is, now that the lines have advanced and retired
several times! There are scattered parties of Frenchmen rallied by their
officers, and Germans brought back to the charge with hearty zeal. Both
sides fight splendidly. But, on the whole, the Prussian fire seems to
prevail, and the French wither before it. The shells are doing much
that we cannot appreciate at a distance. Dust flies up now and then; but
it is hard to see what has been done. Yet we notice that the efforts of
the French reserves to restore the battle fail before the steadiness of the
Prussian attack. When one Prussian battalion hesitates; when even
there is a charge in line by a body of French infantry, which requires a
good deal of ground, there is always a creeping up of more and more of
the dark-coated assailants. Their guns cease firing for fear of hitting
them, and a gallant dash of French light cavalry is made to recover the
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hill-side. They ride forward, half-hidden in dust, and seem for a moment
to succeed; but the artillery re-opens, the infantry pour in a deadly fire,
and we see the ground strewn with men and horses. The cavalry wheel
about, and go galloping back like a receding wave. That hill-side must
remain in Prussian hands. No; there is another rally by the French
infantry. Once more they come on. The thin blue smoke rises above the
line, and they almost run in their wild attempt to push home. But the
attack withers away, and nothing can be seen of the regiment which made
it. There has been heavy loss, it is easy to see, though the men who fall
cannot now be well distinguished in the confusion."
There are other points carried by the Germans, and a closing in of the
circle of white smoke around Sedan.
"Then a fresh attempt to break through, as though somebody of
importance were to be cut out at any cost. We see numbers of
Frenchmen making for the gates of the town, others wandering about as
though not knowing what to do. There is a gradual cessation of the
cannonade, and by about five o'clock all is quiet, save for the dropping
shots from the batteries near the King's position. There is a great outburst of flame and smoke in the to"\ln, as if some stores of combustibles
had taken light, and there is a rumour that the white flag has been
hoisted by the French. Then it is whispered that all these crowded
troops-sixty, seventy, perhaps eighty thousand men-must surrender,
for that they have no food. They surrender. Not only they, the
Imperial soldiers, but the Emperor too. It is known that General Reille,
an aide-de-camp of Napoleon, has come out to King William with a
letter from the Emperor to his Prussian Majesty. The troops are wild
with joy."
THE PRUSSIANS AFTER THEIR ,ICTORY.

" Before going to sleep I took a walk round the to"\ln. The scene "\las
very fme. The whole horizon was lmid with the reflection of fire. All
along the valley of the Meuse, on either side, were the bivouacs of the
Prussian host. Two hundred thousand men lay here around their king.
On the horizon glowed the flames of the burning villages, the flicker
occasionally reflecting itself on a link of the placid }J:euse. Over all
the quiet moon waded through a sky cumbered with windy clouds.
What were the Prussians doing on this their night of triumph? Celebrating their victory by wassail and riot? No. There arose n:om every
camp one unanimous chorus of song, but not the song of ribaldry. Verily
they are a great race these Prussians-amasterful, fighting, praying people,
who remind me greatly of the men whom Cromwellled. The chant that
filled the night was Luther's hymn, the glorious" Nun danket alle Gott,"
the Old Hundredth of Germany. To hear this great martial orchestra
singing this noble hymn under such circumstances was alone worth a
journey to Sedan, with all its vicissitudes and difficulties."
THE INTERVIEW OF THE LMPEROR WITH THE KING.

" It was a stupendous moment. The garrison at Sedan was furious at
the idea of capitulation. But there, in grim black lines, on every bluff
and knoll, on every ridge above the Meuse, on all the heights around,
were drawn up the batteries which "\lould rain a hail of fire on the devoted
town. Some 600 guns would bmst into a sheet of iron against every
house. The town, with a few old guns on the walls, 'with the French
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field artillery utterly crushed, completely commanded from three sides,
could offer no resistance. The troops outside would have simply been
turned into a msss of shattered bones and torn flesh in such a shambles
as history has never recorded in its page of horrors. Negotiations as to
terms went on, and at last the modifications which the French urged as
to the officers' side arms and parole were agreed to. At half-past eleven
the capitulations were signed, as agreed upon, by General Whimpffen
and General Von Moltke, and I believe Count Bismarck took part in the
deliberations :-The garrison and army of Sedan to surrender as prisoners
of war, to be sent into Germany; the officers to be liberated on parole
that they would not serve against the King of Prussia in case the war
goes on; all horses, guns, and munitions of war to be given up. The
Emperor's detention in Germany was understood to be a part of the stipulation. When all this had been arranged, the King of Prussia met the
Emperor as his prisoner on a wooded knoll sloping down to the Meuse.
A short way outside Sedan, and separated from it by the river, stands a
pretty country house, built in imitation of an old chateau, but perfectly
ne", and provided with glass conservatories at the angles. It commands
a beautiful view of the valley and town, and is surrounded by a pleasure
ground and a small plantation, secluded from the road. About two o'clock
the King, with his body-guard and an escort of cuirassiers, attended by
the Crown Prince and a staff of officers, proceeded to this chateau, which
was charmingly fmnished, and received the Emperor, who came with his
personal followers and staff in charge under escort, which was ranged on
the other side of the avenue facing the cuirassiers. The King and his captive
retired into the glass house off one of the saloons on the drawing-room
floor, and they could be seen by the staff outside engaged in earnest
dialogue. After the interview with the King, the Emperor had a few
moments' conversation with the Crown Prince, in which he was much
agitated when alluding to the manner of the King. His great anxiety
seemed not to be exhibited to his own soldiers. The result was, however, that his Majesty, wishing to avoid one mischief, was exposed to a
great humiliation, for his comse had to be altered to avoid Sedan, and
thus he had to pass through the lines of the Prussian army."
THE PRISONERS.

" The whole of the next day I spent in the town. At an early hour
the march out of the French troops began. It continued till dusk, when
the first Prussian guard marched in and took possession of the Marketplace. I bought a bourgeois hat, and walked about unmolested all the
day. There was at first some slight attempt to march out the army by
regiments, and this partially succeeded; but to a great extent the soldiers
poured out indiscriminately. For two hours I stood at one gate and
"atcted the Oha8seurs d'Afrique file out, then a confused mass of infantry
of various regiments, then artillery, then more cavalry, and so on, in a literally ceaseless stream, the whole day. The majority left their arms in
the town, many breaking them up or throwing them into the moat to
prevent them falling into the hands of the Prussians. As they went out,
horses, cannon, and arms were given up, and the men were marched off
into five or six large camps, which they occupied for the night, on the
meadows round the town. Here they were guarded by masses of Bavarian
infantry and cavalry, and a few batteries of al'tillery. It certainly was a
lllelancholy sight enough to see 60,000 of the finest troops in the world
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quietly filing out and laying down their arms thus helplessly. How
bitterly they felt it I need not say. Private soldiers-old soldiers-told
me again and again they would rather die; and I myself saw old greyheaded officers-one a general officer-crying like a child. I was impressed with the crowded state of the town on entering it, but it appalled
me to find at one o'clock in the afternoon, when the troops had been
pouring out without intermission for seven hours, and none had come in,
that the streets and squares seemed quite as crowded as before. It
seemed almost as though they must be coming in at one gate as they
went out at another; and the continuous passage before my eyes of the
same uniform, with only differences I could not tell, the same eternal
round-cavalry, artillery, and infantry, cavah'J, artillery, infantry, hour
after hour, left the impression of the child's toy, where the same figures
go round and round doing duty for a countless host. It was not till
3 o'clock that I noticed any diminution of the numbers that thronged the
streets."
THE BATTLE-FIELD.

" The greatest event of our time has occurred under the eyes of those
who saw the battle of Sedan. I think the British public must have had
enough of battle-field horrors and hospital scenes. I will not dwell on
the topic, but ask your readers to be content with the assurance that no
human eye ever rested on such revolting objects as were presented by the
battle-fields around Sedan. Let them fancy masses of coloured rags
[\'lued together with blood and 'brains, and pinned into strange shapes by
fragments of bones. Let them conceive men's bodies without heads, legs
without bodies, heaps of human entrails attached to red and blue cloth,
and disembowelled corpses in uniform, bodies lying about in all attitudes,
with skulls shattered, faces blown off, hips smashed, bones, flesh, and
gay clothing all pounded together as if brayed in a mortar, extending for
miles, not very thick in anyone place, but recurring perpetually for
weary hours, and then they cannot, with the most vivid imagination,
come up to the sickening reality of that butchery. No nightmare could
be so frightful. Se-veral times I came on spots where there were t,,·o
horses lying dead together in harness, killed by the same fragment.
Several times I saw fom', five, and six men-four, five, and six horses,
all hlled by the explosion of one proj ectile; and in one place there lay
no less than eight French soldiers who must have been struck down by
the bursting of a shell over a company, for they lay all round in a circle
with their feet inwards, each shattered in the head or chest by a piece of
shell, and no other dead being within a hundred yards of them. A
curious, and to me unaccountable, phenomenon, -was the blackness of
most of the faces of the dead. Decomposition had not set in, for they
were killed only the day before. Another circumstance which struck me
was the expression of agony on many faces. Death by the bayonet is
agonizing, and those who died by steel, open-eyed and open-mouthed,
have an expression of pain on the features, with protruding tongue. A
musket ball, -which is at once vital, does not seem to cause much pain,
and the features are composed and quiet, sometimes with a sweet smile
on the lips. But the prevailing expression on this field of the faces which
were not mutilated was one of terror and of agony unutterable. There
must have been a hell of torture raging within that semicircle in which
the earth was torn asunder from all sides with a real tempest of iron,
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hissing, and screeching, and bursting into the heavy masses at the hands
of an unseen enemy. I cannot imagine anything so trying to the
bravest man as to meet death almost ingloriously in such a scene as that;
nothing so maddening to soldiers as to be annihilated without a chance
of vengeance; nothing so awful to the fugitive as to see his comrades
blown to fragments all around him. It is well that wives and mothers
and fond sisters were spared the sight of their beloved ones, and it is
well that in France it is only mothers and sisters who will have to
deplore the slain. Whether the Prussians buried their dead early-the
night of the- battle itself-or not, I cannot tell, but their losses wen
almost nothing if they were to be estimated by the number of bodies
on the field."
TOUCHING DiCIDEXTS.

The first of the following incidents was narrated by the special correspondent of the Times, Lieut.-Oolonel Pemberton, who was himself, a
few days afterwards, numbered amongst the slain: "I was, during one
part of the action, standing near some Hussars who were in reserve. The
sun "Was pouring its rays upon us, and around us on every side lay the
"Wounded. One poor fellow cried to them for water-' Oomrade, for God's
sake, give me water! one little drop. I am on fire, I am on fire! for
God's sake give me but one drop; only wet my lips!' and another near
him could only hold his hands up in prayer, and point to his lips. A
good-natured Hussar, touched by the appeal, got off his horse, and ran to
them with his water-bottle; he was in the act of raising the man's head,
"When a shell fell within a yard, and, bursting, blew the whole three to
atoms." " The operations were numerous and formidable. Our soldiers
bore them as bravely as they did the bullets. It is at times like these
that one penetrates the innermost depths of the human heart; whatever
the detractors of our moral nature may say, it shows itself great and
divine. Most frequently the soldier, grievously wounded or dying,
thought of his relatives with devoted tenderness, and thought of God. I
could give many irrefragable proofs of it. We heard a dying soldier sob
out, 'I beg you to write to my father so as not to unnerve him.' Another
exclaimed, at the moment he was undergoing amputation, 'I shall never
again be able to use my arm to work for my father.' "
A sad national calamity has happened to us. Our magnificent turretship, the Captain, supposed to be the most powerful man-of-war in the
world, went down in Vigo Bay, off Oape Finisterre, early on Wednesday
morning, September 7th, with upwards of 500 men. N ever, since the
loss of the Royal George, has such a disaster happened to our navy.
There seems to have been, in this case, hardly any warning given; but,
suddenly, caught in a terrific squall, the ship turned over, and immediately
sank. With her there went down Oaptain Oowper Ooles, the designer
of the vessel; a son of Mr. Ohilders, First Lord of the Admiralty; a son
of Lord N orthbrooke; Oaptain Burgoyne; and a son of Sir Baldwin
Walker. Eighteen of the crew escaped, and the catastrophe is thus
described by them: "There was a strong wind, and the ship was then
under her three topsails, double reefs in each, and the foretopmast staysail. The yards were braced sharp up, and the ship did not seem to
have much way upon her. As the watch were mustered, heard Oaptain
Burgoyne give the order, 'Let go the foretopsail halliards,' followed by
'Let go fore and main topsail sheets.' By the time the men got to the
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topsail sheets, the ship was heeling over to starboard so much that the men
were washed away off the deck, the ship lying down on her side as she
was gradually turning over, and trembling with every blow which the
short jumping seas (the sea now was white all round with the squall)
struck her, and the roar of the steam from the funnel roaring horribly
above everything, and continuing to do so even when under water. Hirst,
wish two other men, rushed to the weather forecastle netting, and jumped
overboard, and immediately afterwards they found themselves washed on
to the bilge of the ship's bottom, but had no sooner got there than the
ship went down. Hirst and his companions went down with the ship;
but the next feeling of consciousness by the fmmer was coming in contact
with a floating spar, to which he tied himself with his black silk neckerchief. He was soon afterwards, however, washed away from the spar,
but got hold of the stern of the second launch, which was floating as it
was stowed on board the ship-the second being stowed inside the first
launch, the galley inside the second launch, and a canvas cover laced over
and lashed round all. Other men "ere there on the top of the canvas
coverings. Then fell in with the steam lifeboat pinnace (built by J. S.
White, East Cowes, Isle of Wight), bottom up, with Captain Burgoyne,
and a number of men on her bottom, but could not distinguish how many.
Four men, of whom J\fr. May, the gunner, proved to be one, jumped from
off the bottom of the steam pinnace to the canvas covering of the galley
and launches. The canvas was immediately cut away, the galley thrown
out, the first launch floating away from underneath the second, and the
oars got out in the second launch to pull up to the steam pinnace to
take off Captain Burgoyne and the men remaining there.
Hirst
S:Lys it was soon found impossible to do this. As soon as they endeavoured to get the boat's head up to the sea, to row her up to windward to where the capsized boat, with their captain and few shipmates
with him, was floating, the boat was swamped level to her thwarts, and
two of the men were washed out of her. The pump was set going, and
caps used for bailing the water out, and a second attempt was made to
row the boat up against the sea. This proved as unsuccessful as the first.
There were only nine oars in the boat, the remainchn" having been washed
away, and one being in use for steering, only eight remained for pulling
tho boat. Nothing could be done under such conditions, "ith a heavy
boat such as the second pinnace, and her head was put for the shore
before the wind and sea. About five a.m. Finisterre light "as seen from
the boat, and NIl'. May, the gunner, and the seamen, soon afterwards
landed a little to the southward of the lighthouse. They stayed there for
some time, and afterwards made a ten miles' rough "alk to Corcubion,
whence they were eventually taken by a boat sent ashore from the
J\:Ionarch." Thus we are reminded that e,en our noble fleets are no
invincible protection. He" blo"s "ith His "ind; the sea covers them;
they sink as lead in the mighty waters."
Italy appears to be in a state of grea~ escitement. Agitation pl'0vails,
it is said, all over the country. When the French troops had finally left
Rome, numerous ac1dresses were presentec1 to the Italian authorities, both
from within anc1 without the Pontifical territory, requesting that King
Victor Emmanuel's troops might march upon Rome. These requests
were accedec1 to, anc1 the army proceec1ed on its way. The Pope was
ofrered very favourable term~, in order that a fruitless contest might be
preventec1-it was guaranteed that he shoulc1 retain his sovereignty over
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the Leonine portion of Rome, and over all its ecclesiastical institutions;
that his income, together with the income of his cardinals and all the
Papal officers and officials, should continue uncmtailed; besides many
other advantages-but it seems that he has foolishly rejected these terms.
It is sta.ted that our Government has offered him a refuge in Malta, and
a passage thither on board an English frigate; and a curious letter has
been published by Sir Georg'e Bowyer, the great champion of Popery in
the House of Oommons, which, he says, he considered it his duty to
address to Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs,
requesting that we shall guarantee, and if necessary restore, the independence of the Roman See, which is now compromised and endangered!
A likely idea! What next will the Papists ask? As a daily paper
observes,-" If Oatholic nations are agreed to deprive the Pontiff of his
temporal power and recognise his spiritual empire alone, can Protestant
England be called on to intervene?" The state of affairs, however, is
not a little remarkable. If the Pope has to fly, whither can he flee to?
Spain is no longer available. France is torn with the fangs of war, and
has no time to bestow on the Papal Ohurch. Belgium seems disinclined
to aid. Austria is estranged. Only Protestant nations remain. With
regard to Austria, also, an important event has recently happened which
is worthy of especial notice. "So long as the Ooncordat existed Austria
was in a measure bound to protect the Papacy, as a Power with which
she was in permanent alliance. But, immedia.tely after the promulgation
of the doctrine of Papal Infallibility, Austria declared that the Ooncordz.t
was abolished, and thereby cancelled any obligations which might have
been imposed upon her by that compact towards the Holy See. By doing
this she has not only introduced full religious liberty among her own
peoples, but also contributed in no insignificant degree to the final unification of Italy. It is only fair to add that this great political and religious
achievement is due almost entirely to the tirmness ,and tact of (Jount
Beust, who, though a Protestant, and therefore peculiarly open to the
imputation of being actuated by sectarian bias, has thus at length succeeded, after a long and severe struggle, in overcoming the powerful
Ultramontane opposition which still possesses so much influence in
Austria."
P.S.-Since the foregoing "\Ias "\Iritten, the Italian troops have entered
Rome, after fom homs' fighting. N egociations have been entered into
between M. Jules Favre and Oount Bismarck for peace, but as yet
apparently with very little success. Toul, after a heroic defence, has
capitulated. Strasburg and Metz seem to be suffering greatly, but still
hold out. In Strasburg a shell fell into the theatre, and 200 persons
"\Iere burnt to death, chiefly women.
THE SITUATION.
" THE Royal troops have entered Rome!" Such is the startling intelligence which has been received at the Italian Legation in IJondon-far
transcending in interest, from om point of vie"\l, the accounts of the siege
of Paris. Once dethroned, the Pope can never be King again; but the
Germans, even if they succeed in reducing the capital of France, must be
content io restore it, at no distant period, to the French nation. Even so
recently as Wednesday last the Tlrnes published a letter from Naples,
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lamenting the' difficulties' which would' beset the Italian army of occupation in -the Papal territory i' and, in less than a week from the date at
which the letter was penned, the Royal troops enter Rome! Their progress from the day they crossed the frontier until now has been a kind of
triumphal procession. The wave of Revolution has passed almost as
peacefully over the Vatican as over the Tuileries. Some years ago a
discussion took place as to whether the Pope or Louis Napoleon were
Antichrist. Now both have fallen. Sedan has consummated at once
Italian and German unity. It has given to Germany an Emperor, to
Italy a capital."-Rock.
THE PRIVILEGES OF HIM WHO HATH THE SON.
HE that hath the Son, will never be undone; all others will.
He that hath the Son, will unto Him come.
He that hath the Son, will what is evil shun.
He that hath the Son, in the heavenly race will run.
He that hath the Son, hath in his heart a good work begun.
He that hath the Son, is "a lively stone."
He that hath the Son, is never left alone.
He that hath the Son, will not finally be outdone.
He that hath the Son, hath in him ,. plenteous redemption."
He that hath the Son, {Jas an interest in Goers eternal election.
He that hath the Son, has a free pardon.
He that hath the Son, is in a state of justification.
He that hath the Son, has been" washed in the laver of regeneration."
He that hath the Son, has His light burden.
He that hath the Son, is redeemed from destruction.
He that hath the Son, feels His cross has wonderful attraction.
He that hath the Son, will not deny the Holy Bible's inspiration.
He that hath the Son, has a worthy and everlasting portion.
He that hath the Son, is a subject of His kingdom.
He that hath the Son, is eternally free from condemnation.
He that hath the Son, will see in his heart many an abomination.
He that hath the Son, has a good expectation.
He that hath the Son, has it spiritual inclination.
He that hath the Son, has the Spirit of grace and supplication,
He that hath the Son, possesses heavenly wisdom.
He that hath the Son, is often in tribulation.
He that hath the Son, steadfastly adheres to divine revelation.
He that hath the Son, is under the Lord's direction.
He that hath the Son, is blessed with His powerful protection.
He that hath the Son, has the Lord for His salvation.
He that hath the Son, has God for his habitation.
He that hath the Son, has to endure many a temptation.
He that hath the Son, will not walk and talk at random.
He that hath the Son, will have part in the first resurrection.
He that hath the Son, is favoured at times with sweet meditation.
He that hath the Son, avoids being quarrelsome.
He that hath the Son, is eternally benefited by what He has done.
He that hath the Son, has spiritual consulation.
He that hath the Son, will not be led away with wild notion.
He that hath the Son, is on a safe and good foundation.
He that hath the Son, waits for an answer to his petition.
He that hath the Son, craves for His gracious manifestation.
He that hath the Son, has the very, very best companion in his bosom.
Tetbu?'y.
F. F.

