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DAILY STRENGTH FOR DAILY NEEDS.
" Day by day the manna fell,
Oh, to learn that lesson well !
Still by constant Bounty fed,
Give us, Lord, our daily bread."
l

Thy .shoes shall be iron ancl brass; and as thy clays, so shalt thy
strength be."-DEuT. xxxiii. 25.
THERE is a favour which we have to ask at the hands of our beloved
readers: it is their indulgence in the event of our going over the same
ground again. Such a thing is extremely likely to occur, inasmuch
as we very mrely read over again what we have once put forth from
the press. It is only as occasionally a reader calls attention to some
particular article, that we take down the volume in order to see what
it was. Then we read; and, as we read, we candidly state it is
generally to our own deep humbling of soul; and for this reason:
writing, as we invariably do, according to the then present state of
mind, with whatever may be pressing upon it, we are humbled-and
that in the very dust before God-as "ye contemplate the fact of how
wo had been supported and sustained-defended and deliveredunder or in connexion with whatever was then oppressing the spirit,
01' crushing the heart; and yet now, at the present, having apparently not one iota more faith in exercise-if so be so much-notwithstanding all the Lord has been to us and for us. Oh, reader,
God is our Witness, it does make us 'loath ourselves in our own
sight, and repent (as it were) in dust and ashes, when we contemplate our base ingratitude, vile distrust, and unbelief, after such
continuous and uninterrupted love, mercy, and grace! Oh, what a
key does it give to the nature and fulness of grace-rich, free, and
sovereign U1tACE !
Now, as already intimated, it is more than likely we have' written
"
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-and perhaps again and again-upon the portion at the head of this
paper. And why? Because it is so precious, and so exactly adapted
to the almost every-day state and condition of the Lord's tried and
tempted children. How rare are the days-how very few and far
between-in which they do not find the present absolute need for tho
fulfilment of so sweet and gracious a promise! And there is mercy
-great mercy-in this, although the doar children of God are prono
to overlook, and consequently to undervftluo, it. It is only in the
light of another world that they will discover how great the mercy in
that in the present time-state they were so l1erpetually the subjects of
need. Were it otherwise, of what use would one in a thousand promises be? Dark and problematical as many Scriptures now are, even
to the Lord's dear people, how much darker and more problematical
would even the greater portion of the sacred Word be, but for those
trials and temptations which are inseparable from the pilgrim's pathway, and which, instrumentally, not only throW' light upon the Lord's
loving and gracious mind in regard to His promises, but afford such
a hunger and thirst for their rich and blessed fulfilment! Oh, the
marvellous interest which is thus given to the Word! We repeat,
that the people of God are prone to overlook the fact, that their estimate of His divine promises is immediately connocted with, if not
absolutely based upon, their trials and affiictions. Had they none
such-were they continually in the paths of ease, and had no real
. need of succour and deliverance-the promises of God were to them
dry and sapless-a dead letter indeed r Oh, then, even in this
respeot-in order to feel an interest, and enjoy a personal saving
relish for so large and blessed a portion of J ehovah's divine Word-is
it not worth being oonversant with trial and affliction?
" Thy shoes shall be iron and brass; and as thy days, so shall thy
strength be." Observe, dear reader, it reads in the margin, "under
thy shoes," &c. Now, this at once suggests the idea of the Lord
Himself graoiously fitting for the position, be that position what it
may. Hence there is a double mercy set forth in this blessed
promise. If the path be such as to need it, there shall be "shoes of
iron and brass;" be there thorn or thistle, burning sand or prickly
briar, serpent or scorpion, these" shoes of iron and brass" shall preserve from all harm. They shall ensure safety, and present an
impenetrable barrier. It shall be safe walking, even amid such
dangers and besetments, to those equipped with "shoes of iron and
brass." But, if" under the feet" there be " iron and brass," then the
pilgrim need not fear the burning sand or the slough or the flood.
He walks on a solid basis. Beneath is firmness and security. He is
perfectly safe, and needs, in this respect at least, to fear no evil.
Again, this is suggestive. As far at least as security were concerned, there were no need of "iron and brass" both upon and under
the feet. The one would suffioe. Now here, believer, is the lesson.
You do not need the Lord's strength, but in human weakness; His
wisdom, but in the creature's perplexity; His "Fear nots," but in con-
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nexion with your manifold fears. Nor will the Lord waste His gifts,
nor throwaway His mercies. He will have them valued; they shall
be duly appreciated. How? By His dear children being brought, ,
by His own hand, into circumstances of real necessity. Then shall r
they cry unto Him, and then will they be heard of and answered by
Him, according to that sweet Scripture, " The righteous cry, and the
Lord heareth, and delivereth them out of all their troubles."
Hence, if, believer, you would have the consolation, you must be
content with the way and means which the Lord has designed to
lead thereto, that is, the conflict. How prone are we, as poor timid
creatures, to desire the former-without the latter! How we overlook
the lesson taught us by the Apostle's thorn in the flesh! But for it
he would have had no need to besiege the throne of grace again and
again for succour and deliverance. His prayer, however, Wfl,S answered
in fl, totally-different way to that which he had expected. He thought
relief could only come in a way of 1'emoval; but the Lord thought
otherwise. Virtually-He said, "I will not take away the thorn,
Paul, but I will give thee grace and strength to bear it. My grace
is sufficient for thee; for my strength is made perfect in weakness."
Says Paul, in substance, if not in so many words, in reply, " Oh,
that will do quite as well, Lord; nay, better than the taking away of
the thorn, because by its continuance I shall have a perpetual reminder of Thy presence and Thy power, for Thou knowest-and I
know too-that I could not bear it of myself and by myself. It is
only as supported and sustained of Thee that I can compass this trial.
Hence, under an abiding sense of such communication, and the continued realization of '1'hy strength, most gladly will I rather glory in
my iufirmities, that the power of Ohrist may rest upon me. Therefore I tako pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in
distresses for Ohrist's sake; for when I am weak, then am I strong."
We repeat, how prone are the dear children of God to overlook the
course of action which the Lord is thus pleased to adopt! How
many, for example, wish for a transfer of weight and care and responsibility, thinking thereby that they would be saved so much anxiety
and trouble! Fain would many who are called to stand in the forehont of the battle retu:e into the rcar. Men of business, with their vast
liabilities, it may be, in thesc days of political excitement, together
with variable seasons, fluctuating markets, change of fashion,called, moreover, to contend with deception, adulteration, and a
general want of principle in trading; such, had they their choice,
would gladly flee from all the business turmoil of the commercial
world into some lone and calm retreat. Yea, even the servants of
God, cl1lled to stand forth, in these last days of popular error, deception, l1ud entanglement among the mfl,ny isms and schisms which
abound, would, left to themselves, with equal pleasure," hide themselves," like the prophet of old, hard by some" brook Oherith," if so
be they could but be alone with their God. Yea, moreover, some
poor anxious father, or over-solicitous mother, with their six, or eight,
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or ten children, growing up around them, at such a orisis as at present, in both the Ohurch and the world's history, are the subjects of
much mental conflict. They are in a strait betwixt two. They wage
perpetual war between the natural and the spirituaL As parents,
they love their children. They entwine abollt their hearts as the ivy
entwines about the oak, or thrusts itself through the crevices of the
windows or the doors of the little cottage-home; and yet how great
the weight and the anguish about their souls' stato and condition, 'in
the midst of so much that is fasoinating, delusivo, and destruotive,
\ and so directly opposed to the good old paths-tho beaton track to the
.kingdom by whioh prophets, apostles, martyrs, and personal kindred
near and dear, have journeyed to the skies! Ah, how such parents,
lunder these circumstances, half-envy those who have no such weight
or care or responsibility!
But, beloved, all this is coward£ce in the extreme-of the flesh, and
not of the Spirit-of the creature, and not of the Lord-whether in
the case of the business-man, the minister, or the parent. Suoh not
only overlook, for the time being at least, the words of our text,
" Thy shoes shall be iron and brass; and as thy days, so shall thy
strength be," but they overlook likewise the many marked and
marvellous interpositions and deliverances wrought on their behalf,
in which, as clearly as possible, has been tnweable the good and
gracious hand of God, and in connexion with whioh they have felt
themselves to bA the happiest men upon earth. Not a creature have
they then envied. With not one would they exchange positions,
weighty and responsible though their own may be.
Presume it to be the man of business, with his manifold cares,
heavy liabilities, and mighty responsibilities. . At certain junctures,
and, it may be, in certain perilous positions, when credit and standing
have by force of circumstances been imminently imperilled, there
has been but a last and only resource-that resource a throne of
grace, which throne they have plied with ardent, intense, importunate entreaty. J acob-like, they have wrestled with the Angel of the
everlasting covenant. With what arguments have they pleaded at
the throne! Ah, reader, if closets, counting-houses, little inner
rooms, factory-walls, warehouses, as well as streets, lanes, and alleys,
could speak, how would they testify of the groans, and tears, and
intense heart-entreaties of poor burdened and oppressed pleaders at
the mercy-seat, that the Lord would graciously hear and interpose;
that He who hath all hearts in His hand, and all circumstaElces
under His divine control, would make bare His arm; give favour in
the sight of poor fellow-creatures, if need be; and, in spite of appearances to the contrary, so turn the course of events as to make them
minister to the then present condition and requirements of the pleading one! And how astounding hath oftentimes been the interposin g
hand of" Him who is mighty to save" on behalf of that ardent
wrestler; yea, so marked and so marvellons hath at times at least
the deliverance been, that the rescued one has been lost in wonder
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and amazement. Then, so far from wishing to be rid of the liabilities, responsibilities, and prominency that his position entails, he
counts himself the happiest man on earth that the Lord J ehovah
should have chosen him, and so fixed the bounds of his habitation,
that he should be the humble and favoured instrument through and
by whom the Lord should show forth His condescending love and
goodness in the hearing and the answering, from the court of heaven,
the prayers of His poor and needy ones here on earth.
Ah, beloved reader, depend upon it that, in this aspect of the case,
there is a blessedness in connexion even with business-weight and
care and responsibility. How many a merchant or business-man, who
has gone to the city of a morning with a tenfold sadder heart and more
burdened spirit than the boy to his school, has returned at eventide
with a joyousness of spirit and a lightsomeness of soul that have been
perfectly supernatural, because on that very day, and in connexion
with the very circumstances which prospectively had given them so
much anxiety and intense solicitude, there had been such a marked
and gracious interposition on the part of their God; so that there
could be no reason whatever for doubting that" it was the Lord's
doings, and marvellous in their eyes." Hence such have got a lift
spiritually as well as naturally. By this very interposition, they
have been helped Ohristward and Zionward. They have seen how
their circumstances-though so full of weight and care and responsibility-have ministered to their spiritual and eternal profit, as well
as to their merely temporal good.
Reader, we know personally what we are thus dealing with. We
had not some eleven to twelve years' teaching, in connexion with all
the anxieties, turmoil, and grave responsibilities of business-life,
without knowing somewhat-aye, and not a little either-of what
such a position entails. In reference to such scenes we sometimes
think of the words of the prophet, "Remembering mine affliction
and my misery, the wormwood and the gall. My soul hath them
still in remembrance, and is humbled in me." Nor would we now
have been without such exercises and their blessed teachings, no, in
no wise. They are among our sweetest and most refreshing and
soul-establishing recollections and rctracings.
Here for the present we leave the subject. If the Lord will, we
shall return to it next month.
St. L1Ike's, Bedminster, Sept. 11, 1871.
THE EDITOR.
THE POOR BASKET-MAKER.
FUAGMBNT.-As I was walking to church yesterday morning, I saw a
poor working man just in advance of me. He seemed very foot-weary.
Thought I, "",Vho knows what any of my dear sons in a foreign land may
coma to? or how is it that I am made to differ, in that I am on my waya pOOl' redeemed sinner-about to address words of peace and comfort to
poor fellow-sinners? I felt this the more, because, at the prayer-meeting
-after a week of very deep domestic anxiety, in which I had apprehended
the taking away again the companion of my joys and sorrows; awl I felt
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that another such stroke must utterly entslt me-1 called upon a stranger
to pray. He had been known to ono present for twenty years, who, in
consequence, requested me to ask him to pray. I did so, and much
sweetness and power I felt attend his petitions; they found a precious
echo and response in my heart. In his prayer he touched upon the words,
" Telling to sinners round
What a dear Saviour he had found."
In a moment my mind was carried back five or six-and-forty years, when,
in a never-to-be-forgotten season of wrestling with the Lord, I told Him,
if He would but hear-if He would but answer-if He would but epeak
pardon and peace to my then distressed and burdened BOul,
" Then would I tell to sinners round
What a dear Saviour I had found;
I'd point to His redeeming blood,
And say, 'Behold the way to God! "
Oh, how sweet are these remembrances! and how blessedly and how
effectually can the Lord, in one moment, lead back the mind thirty or
forty or fifty years, bringing up in refreshing and reviving review" all the
way by which He has led," and encouraging one to hope and believe that
" He who hath led us hitherto
Will help us all our journey through;
And daily give us cause to raise
New Ebenezel's to His praise."
It was, therefore, after a little season of this refreshing, I was going
forth again on the Sabbath morning, to endeavour, in my poor feeble
way, to speak of my dear and blessed Lord; and the passage uppermost
on the mind was that which was presented in one of the lessons for the
day: "And they took knowledge of them that they had been with J esuB."
It was under these circumstances my eye dropped upon the poor workingman before named. I had passed him, but a something seemed with
much inward force and power to say, "Go, speak to that man." I halted,
in consequence, and in a few moments he came up with me. I asked him
who he was, whence he came, and so on. I found he was from Birmingham, in search of work as a basket-maker; had that morning walked
from B--, nearly twelve miles, without breaking his fast. I dropped
a shilling into his hand, expressing a wish that he would make good use
of it. " I will, sir," said he; and not easily shall I forget the evidently
grateful" thank God! " which I heard him express as I walked on. My
soul was richly bedewed with holy wonder and admiration, as I went on
towards the church, to deliver my Lord and Master's message, amazed at
the grace and the mercy and the love which had placed me (although
not one whit more worthy) in sllch very different circumstances. And how
I prayed, if it were His will, that the poor man I had thus just met with,
might be led to feel that, whatever might have been his previous thoughts,
he was not the forgotten or overlooked creature he perhaps had imagined;
but that the God of the whole earth could, in one moment and in the
least-expected way, send relief. And I thought, too, "Who knows but he
may be the son of some praying parent gone to the skies; and that the
Lord Himself is thus teaching him effectual and abiding lessons? " This
is just the state of mind and heart in which I love to go up to minister.
To feel somewhat of the astounding grace and sovereign mercy which the
Lord has made known to one's self; and thus, out of the fulness of one's
own heart, to endeavour to speak to the comfort and encouragement of
ouo's poor fellow-sil1l;J.ers.
D. A ''0.
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ALL-NEED:FUL GRACE :FOR ALL TIMES AND ALL CIRCUMSTANCES.
My DEAlt AOlm JhUENDS,-Although there are trials and afflictions
specially connected with age and increasing infirmities, when, as it is
written, "the grasshopper shall be a burden and desire shall fail," yet
there are the promises of all-needed grace and strength for such condition
and circumstances. The Lord has declared, in His most blessed "V orc1,
that He will never leave nor forsake His people. The parting words of
Jesus to His disciples, you will remember, "Lo, I am with you alway,
even unto the end of the world." He knows well-yea, infinitely better
than they can know-the manifold weaknesses, sins, and infirmities of
His people. He knows, too, full well, all the besetments of the dangerous
world through which they are called to pass on their way to their heavenly
inheritance. He knows, moreover, the spleen and subtlety of that great
enemy who warreth against their souls. Our comfort and satisfaction are
the covenant assurance of His own infallible word, that He has mercifully
provided for and against all. Every privation, difficulty, temptation, and
sorrow, falling to the estate of His people, is endorsed with" My grace is
sufficient for thee." The Lord J ehovah can make no mistakes. He is
infinitely wise, as well as boundless in love and omnipotent in power. He
sits as a Refiner, to purify the sons of Levi. He watches with unwearying interest the fiery process to which He subjects the faith of His dear
people. Not one atom of fuel more than is actually needful will He put
into the furnace. There shall be enough-and only enough-to burn up
the refuse-the" wood, hay, and stubble "-which cleave to om' poor,
proud hearts, and fallen and corrupt nature; for" the fire shall try every
man's work, of what sort it is." At the same time it is written, for the
comfort and peace of every such tried one, "If any man's work shall be
burned, he shall suffer loss; but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by
/i1'e." Hence, whilst there is a positive engagement-an engagement as
sure and as complete as J ehuvah can make it-that all the Lord's people
shall be sustained and finally brought off more than conquerors through
Him that hath loved them, yet there is not, at the same time, the least
g-round whatever for creature-boast, or fleshly pride and satisfaction.
:From first to last, it shall be seen that the salvation of any poor sinner is
wholly and solely by an act of rich, free, and sovereign GRACE, or God's
goodwill and free favour.
Now the great question is, are we personally wilZz'ng thus to be savedyea, upon the same humbling terms as a Mary Magdalene, or dying thief,
or poor publican was saved? Have wo been shown, by the Spirit of the
living God, our own utter vileness, destitution, and incapability of good?
and are we sensible that it is only the blood of the Lamb slain from the
foundation of the world-that blood which cleanseth from all sin-that
can atone for and cleanse om poor sin-polluted souls? Oh, thon, if this
be the case, we have nothing to fear; but, on the contrary, every cause
for rejoicing, because it is written by the Apostle, "Being confident of
this vcry thing, that He which hath begun in you a good work will
perform it unto the day of Jesns Christ." Again it is written, "The
righteous shall hold on his way, and he that hath clean hands shall be
stronger and sLronger." Moreover, how special and how gracious are
the promises to the old and declining: "'1'hose that be planted in the
house of the IJord shall flourish in the courts of our God. They shall
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still bring forth fruit in old age; they shall be fat and flourishing j to
shew that the Lord is upright: He is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in Him j" and again, "And even to your old age I am He; and
even to hoar hairs will I carry you: I have made, and I will bear; even
I will carry, and will deliver you."
That the Lord the Spirit may apply thcso precious words to your
hearts, my dear aged friends, is the hearty prayer of your fellow-pilgrim
and companion in tribulation,
OLD J ONATHAN.
JOTTINGS.
AMONG my regrets-and I have many-is one, which is that I cannot
write short-hand. I have jnst left a dear brother and fellow-labour or ill
the Lord, who has perfectly charmed me with the number of facts and
incidents he has given me, from personal knowledge, about certain men
gone to their rest-facts which ought not to be lost to the Ohurch nor to
the world at large; for whilst to the former these facts would prove helps
and encouragements by the way, to the latter they might prove words of
caution and remonstrance which, under God, might, in some instances at
least, prove of lasting advantage.
As my friend has drawn from his wonderful store of anecdote and illustration, I have exclaimed, "Oh, book that, and don't let the other be
lost." But, alas! I fear that, us in too many other cases, I have found it
"out of sight out of mind." Scarcely will his white-headed old
friend have withdrawn himself, than his entertaining host, in his varied
occupations and the daily routine of his parish, will forget his halfpromises to jot down for others' eye what had been so grateful to the ear
and heart of his guest. The fact is, I never like io eat my morsel alone;
hence, when I hear some precious illustration of the goodness and
mercy of my ever-blessed Lord and Master, I long for others to be in
possession of the self-same facts. But my memory is so treacherous-and
especially when one fact after another is given in rapid succession-that
I am sure to forget, or the mind is diverted by other scenes; hence what
might have been exceedingly interesting and profitable is lost. I deeply,
deeply regret this; and I would that my brethren who love the truth,
and to whom the Lord has, in His wonderful Providence, entrusted
certain knowledge and information, would regard such in the light of
talents, for which they are answerable to Him. I do not speak thus in a
legal sense, but more in the light of sacred privilege, in the propagation
of which knowledge and information they should esteem it as a sweet
opportunity afforded them for speaking well of Him who is worthy of
all praise.
Again, how often has it been said to me, "Oh, I do not wish my name
to be known." To such I cannot help replying, "Are you ashamed of
your Master?" Oh, why should His kind and gracious acts, in these
last days especially, be overlooked, 01'" Buried in forgetfulness,
And without praises die?"
In numberless instances my poor cold thankless heart has been warmed
and encouraged by the recital of the Lord's wondrous acts. Why should
not others, therefore, be entertained and encouraged in like manner?
Peterborougl, Station.
D.
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LOOK UP!
" Go to my brethren, and say unto Mem, I ascena unto my Fatlter, ana your
Father; and to my' God, and your God." -JoHN xx. 17.
How full of condescension and comfort are these wonderful words of our
blessed Lord! conveying, as they do, an assurance that His ascension
was not a mere personal matter, but one in which His brethren are deeply
concerned and interested; and that, in ascending to glory, He sweetly
associated them with Himself in aU the happiness and joy to be realized
in that bright upper world.
"I ascend unto my Father, and your
Father; and to my God, and your God." Oh, let our faith, beloved,
follow Him there; let us think of what He is doing and carrying on in
heaven for us. When upon earth, we never read of His doing anything
for Himself; we are told of His privations and sufferings, but never of a
single act of His Godhead-power put into operation for His own comfort. It was always for His disciples, or for some poor sinner by the
wayside; so, now He is above, all His work carried on there is for His
Church and people. HE EVER LIVES FOR THEM; and how much more
profitable it is to think of what He is doing and working for us than the
perpetual free-will cry of the day, of the great things we ought to be
working for Him. Poor, miserable work it all is; and, though professedly creature merit is disclaimed in such work, creature merit is too (
often at the bottom of it all, and an immense deal of self-conceit and
satisfaction is secretly felt and nurtured by the so-called workers for j
Christ. Let us, then, away with the" deadly doings" of the flesh, and,
looking up, contemplate the glorious doings of Christ; for He, though in
tho midst of ransomed spirits in the beautiful world above, is still actively
en~aged for His people down here on the earth, as they struggle on to
join those who have gone before.
But how can we peep within the veil, clogged and cramped as we are
down here? Lord, shine into the soul! Lord, open the windows of
heaven! Thou hast done so of old to som'e of Thy prophets and servants. Forecast flashes of heavenly light were realized by some of them:
for instance, J acob, while resting upon his stony pillow, dreamed, and
beheld a ladder set up on earth, and the top of it reached heaven; and he
beheld the angels of God ascending and descending on it, while a voice
from the holy place gave him the covenant promise, "Behold, I am with
theo, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest." Well might
he go on his way rejoicing. Elisha, too, as he went on talking to his
beloved companion Elijah, was startled by the appearance of a chariot of
fire, and horses of fire, which took Elijah up by a whirlwind. How
amazed he must have been, as he gazed upward at that wonderful
opening of the heavpns; and what a pulling down to earth he directly
afterwards had to experience, when the little children from out of the
city mocked him! The favoured shepherds, abiding in the field, keeping
watch ovor their flocks by night, were startled by the glory of the Lord
shining round about them, and from the midst thereof a voice declaringthe good tidings of a Saviour's birth, while a moving star-one of
R R

522

The Gospel Magazine.

heaven's oulets of glory-was ordained to guide the eastern magi to their
Redeemer's feet. The dying Stephen-the first martyr to the Saviour's
cause after His resurrection-aB the cruel stones were hurled at his dear
person, looking up, beheld the heavens open, and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God. And many dear children of God since, as
they have approached the eternal world, and have felt the agony of
, death upon them, have looked up and seen angelic spirits beckoning
! them home, and have realized ecstatic views of the person of Christ.
But, perhaps, the most glorious and comprehensive view of heavenly joys
and doings was gained by the beloved John, on tho Isle of Patmos, as,
privileged to look through a door opened in heaven, he told the Church
of some of the doings of the celestial world. One thing he tells us of,
at first sight, is rather startling to the believer. He tells us that there
, Christ bears the appearanee of a lamb slain: this is remarkable. We might
have thought that all traces of His suffering and death would have been
"left behind, and that surely there cannot be any appearance of shed
! blood in heaven; but yes there is, and a deep purpose in His appearing
thus, namely, that He may point to the blood as a token of His work of
redemption, that the happy ones above may mark His love, and think of
the cause of their being there; while the redeemed on earth may, with
the eye of faith, recognize Him as the Lamb slain for them. After His
resurrection, He showed to the doubting Thomas the print of the nails, and
the wound in His side; and it is certain that He can still show in heaven
the same marks of His sufferings to His blood-bought family, that they
may stand amazed at sovereign grace and mercy, and cry, "Worthy is
the Lamb that was slain for us." But, while He may thus sustain the
character of manhood lowliness, we have also the fact in the Scriptures,
that, nevertheless, He is there co-equal with the Father, participating in
the glory which He had with the Father before the world was.
There was something significant in the very spot from whence our
blessed Lord ascended: it was Bethany, a lowly village lying at the foot
of the eastern slope of the Mount of Olives, a few miles distant from
Jerusalem-the very village He was wont to seek, because there dwelt
there the family whom Jesus loved. From this lowly spot Jesus ascended.
It reminds one of how frequently His most eminent servants have proclaimed His salvation in obscure corners of the earth: for instanceGeorge Herbert proclaimed the riches of free grace in a most lowly
church in the hamlet of Bemerton, in Wiltshire: again, the immortal
Toplady unctuously preached the truth in, the meal} parish church of
Fen Ottery; while good old John Bunyan proclaimed the glad
tidings in the old meeting-house at Bedford. They, and many others,
drank with theh' Mabter the cup of humiliation. But how different when
Jesus parted with earth in its lowliness to the heights of heaven tinged
with glQry ! Then a choir of angels, watching with the deepest interest,
and waiting the bidding of their glorious King, chorused: "Lift up
your he(j.ds, 0 ye gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting doors; and
the King of glory shall come in. Who is this King of glory? The Lord
of hosts, He is the King of glory. Selah."
" Loose all your bars of massy light,
And wide unfold the ethereal scene;
He claims these mansions as His right:
Receive the King of glory in."
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And, as Ho passod through those massive gates to be shut out from our
view, havo the overlasting doors closed upon Him, so that He can no
longor seo poor me and you in our wilderness strugglings? This be far
from tho fact: this would be unlike Himself. No! listen to His words:
" It is oxpedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send Him untu r .If' u'
you. . . .. He will guide you into all~ruth: for He shall not speak of J.
Himself; but whatsoever He shall hear; that shall He speak: aI).d Ho
will shew you things to come." Then, I take it, from this assurancr,
that the Holy Spirit knows all that is passing in heaven, communicates Jesus' words of comfort and love to the soul, and tells us that the
King of glory is not merely joyous in the midst of the ransomed above,
but is deeply interested in all that concerns His redeemed, but struggling
ones, on earth, and that there is a union between the Church militant) Hr,!
and the Church triumphant; it is only the river that appears to divide
them; in reality, they are all one, and indissolubly bound to their Covenant Head, the Lord of glory.
With such facts beforo us, then, we may follow, with the eye of faitb,
oUt' blossed Saviour into the precincts of the ethereal scene, and gather
from nis holy word what He is there doing for us. We have already
alluded to His appearance as "the Lamb slain from the foundation of
the world." Look at Him as the Divine Intercessor for His people. "Who ,f I)
shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth.
Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is
risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us." Oh, wondrous thought! the triumphant One, who
might be wholly wrapt up in surrounding glory within the veil, yet
listening to the cries and sighs of His most lowly ones on earth, bearing
their groanings which cunnot be utterod, perfumed in His most precious
blood be:£: re tho Father registers them, as the prayers of the saints.
With boldness wo may go to Him with our every care; He will never
fail us in any morgency.
N ov l' shall wo forget an incident to the point in the career of one well
known to us. He had, throngh the treachery of others, lost his position,
and, with a heavy family and heavier heart, he felt he had to begin, as it
were, life again. He waited and watched, but nothing unfolded. In his
distress, and almost despair, he went to the son of his fm'mer employer
and asked him to intercede for him with his father, that he might be
reinstated into his former position. The reply of the son was, "Oh, you
know I have no influence with my father; and, when once he says a thing,
there is no turning him." Ah, how different with our Jesus, the Son of
God, and God the Son! ITo novel' says, "I cannot intercede with my
Father for you." Nay, ITo says, "My Father is your Father, and my
God your God, Ask what you will in my name, and it shall be given
unto you." And so our blessed Lord in heaven is "able to save them to
tho uttermost who come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make
intorcossion for them." Again we look up, and faith sees Him as He
stands amidst ten thousand times ten thousand angels as a mighty Conqueror, who has vanquished every foe. Here upon earth, "desl)ised and
rej ected 0 f mon ; " yonder, acknowledged by all as King of kings and Lord
of lords, who has triumphed over all the powers of darkness.
Why, then, fear the power of Satan? He is a crushed headship, and can
go no further than the Lord Jesus Christ permits. Why fear the power
It
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of sin? It shall not have dominion over you, for Jesus is the stronger man
armed. Why droad death? He hath taken away its sting; and, although
death often brings about a break up of families on earth, it is the way the
Lord is taking to make 2tp His family in heaven. Jesus, then, is the
mighty Conqueror, "for it beoame Him, for whom are all things, and by
whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the Captain
of their salvation perfect through sufferings." Again faith looks up, and
beholds that in Him, as He stands in the midst of the heavenly throng,
are treasured up all the riches of grace, and not treasurod up to be hidden
away, but to be dispensed to His brethron on oarth, oven as the Psalmist
says concerning Him: "Thou hast ascondod on high, Thou hast led
captivity captive: Thou hast receivod gifls for mOll; yea, for tho robollious
also, that tho Lord God might dwell among thom." And, pOrlHl.pS, thore
is nothing more mysterious and blessed thall this drawing from the fulness
of Christ day by day and hour by hour, constituting, as it does, the
Christian's secret strength and stay. Like many others, years ago, the
writer began to draw from this sweet supply, and never once since has it
failed him; and now that in experience a greater need than ever is felt
for Divine help and strength, to whom can one go but unto the Lord, in
whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge? "For in Him
dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. And ye are complete in
Him, which is the Head of all principalities." Furthermore, faith gazes
upward and seos the Lord of glory thoro,
OPENING THE SEALS IN ORDER, by which we understand, unfolding
events to be fulfilled in accordancf.J with the purposes of J ehovah; and no
other is worthy to do this but Himself, nor has the right to do it but
Himself, seeing universal dominion has been given Him by the Divine
Father for the sole purpose of accomplishing the completion of His
mediatorial work. So that, while He is the Intercessor for His people,
He is the Administrator of His Father's will concerning the world as well
as the Churcb, How this faot ought to make us feel sweetly satisfied that
all our little concerns are in His hands, and that He is by special providenoes and events dealing with us as by covenant arrangement,-that the
Church and all His elect people, although now tossed about in the midst
of an uncongenial world, is yet watched over by Him with a special care,
-that nothing happens to them by ohance, but that all things work together for their good, because Christ is working all things for them.
Again, if we look up, we may pioture Him, also,
DIRECTING THE ANGELS TO POUR OUT TilE VIALS; and we imagine that,
while the opening of the seals bave reference to events which shall be
fulfilled in their course, the pouring out of the vials have more particular
reference to His judgments among the childl'en of men. Some treat
Him as if He had no power on earth, ana had nothing to do with the
remarkable judgments ~hat are c?nstantly taking place th~rein. What!
bas He nothmg to do WIth the fallure of the crops? Has He no hand in
the disease among the cat.tle? and with tho cholera that has levelled to
the dust its tens of thousands from til110 to time? Are all these things to
be only attributed to secondary causes? Has He nothing to do with the
dethroning of kings, and the prostration of nations to the dust? We
think He has everytl!ing to do with these things; and, amidst the thrilling
occurrences of this our day and generation, it is onr only consolation to
look up to the heavens and think, "My Savionr knows;" not a sparrow
falleth to the ground without His knowledge. He is controlling all fol'
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the good of His Oh~roh and for Ul own glory. Again, in thinking of
an ascend d aviaur, we may l' m mbor
HE IS 'l'JIEltE, nAViNO "Ol'ENED TlIJ~ KiNGDOM OF HEAVEN TO ALL BELIEVllllts."-" Iu my I' ather's house are many mansions: if it were not
so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I
go and prepare a plaoe for you, I will come again, and reoeive you unto
mys If; that where I am, ye may be also." Oh, beloved, do we sufficientlyapprehend, and live upon this fact, that our precious Jesus has
not merely, in the immensity of His love, redeemed our lives from
destruction; but that He is, through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit,
fitting us for eternal glory: that not merely has He displayed the riches
of grace-nay, the exceeding riches of His grace-in our salvation, but
that Re will bring further honour to Himself by displaying the glory
of His grace in our glorification? Hence has He gone before us and
opened the kingdom of heaven, that we may take our appointed place
amidst the happy throng, to sing His praises throul?;hout the countless
ages of eternity. Beloved, may our faith lay hold of this fact more and
more; saved in the riches of grace that we may behold His glory, for
which purpose Ho has" opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers."
And then, becauso He is there,
TUE GltAVE OANNOT nOLD HIS REDEElIfED.-" Therefore my heart is glad,
and my glory rejoiceth; my flesh also shall rest in hope. For Thou wilt
not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt Thou suffer Thine Holy One to
see corruption." There is something that always makes us shudder at
the thought of the cold tomb. It is never congenial to flesh and blood to
leave our dear ones in the lonely grave; it seems so dreary at night: and
we must be laid there too. But this is all because we do not fully realize
the fact that our dear onos who have diod in Christ ARE NOT TJIElm-they
are risen; the flesh, 'tis truo, rosts in hope, but tho spirit is with Jesus.
'rhe glorified above are waiting and watching for the ontrance of every
liberated spirit that will swell their happy and elected number. They
know that tlioy without us are not perfect, therefore is there not merely
"joy in heavon over one sinner that repenteth," but the most lively interest takon in all that concerns them throughout their pilgrimage, and
supreme joy when the meetened spirit, set free from its tenement of clay,
is bidden to take its place amidst the choristers of heaven. May the
Lord give us an increased assurance that God will redeem our souls from
the power of the grave, for He shall receive us. 'Ve have committed our
souls into His keeping, and can say, "'Vell, come what will in this world
of changes, all must be well;" if we are called to die, it is not really
dying, but sleeping in Jesus: it is the flesh resting in hope, while the
soul has winged its way to the joys of the redeemed, and all because
Josus is above, and will have His own with Him in glory.
lAlStly, we may" look up" and feol-Beeause He is above, we need not
dl'ead the Judgment-day. We know that thero are many who, in this age of
wisdom, ignore the idea of a judgment-day, and can trace out to their own
satisfaction a lino of things in connexion with dispensations and times fli,r
beyond our I1pprehension and teaching. 'V0 mnst be pardoned if we prefor to tako such simple and positive statements of Scripture concerning
this mattor, I1S theso: "I said in mino heart, Goel shall judge the righteous
and the wickod; fur there is a timo thore fur every purpose and for overy
wOlk" "We must all appear boforo tho judgment-seat of Christ."
And, with this view, we again love to look up, and, oalmly contemp_at.
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ing that immense and solemn gathering around the judgment-seat of Christ,
think, "What position shall I, a poor feeble worm of the earth, take at
that momentous scene?" If it were one of creature goodness and correctness, then we are indeed undone; but it will not be so. We have but one
stronghold in the matter-namely, that we shall point to Jesus, and be
silent.
"When Thou, my righteous Judge, shall come
To call Thy wandering chiluren home
Shall I among them sbnd 0
Shall such a worthless worm n,s I,
Who sometimes am n,fl'aid to die,
Bc found at 'I'hy right b.mu P"
Oh, what a mercy to be able to respond, with some moasure of humble
assurance, " Yes, I shall; for Jesus is my Suroty, Substitute, and Friend! "
Brethren, look up, then, to our ascended Lord, who has declared, "I ascend
unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God," thereby
acknowledging and asserting a blessed oneness with His people on earth
and in heaven. Behold Him, with the eye of faith, amidst the joyous
throng, and think of His appearance, position, and work above for His
people. That He is as we have seen there, as their divine Intercessor,
ever ready to listen to their cries and sighs, and send down answers of
peace-there, as the mighty Conqueror who has triumphed over the
powers of darkness, so that thoy have nothing to fear from sin, Satan,
self, or death-there, as the One in whom is treasured up all the gifts
and graces they need-there, opening the seals in order, and unfolding
events in fulfilment of the purposes of the eternal Three-there, directing
the angels to pour out the vials of judgments upon earth-there, having
opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers, so that the grave cannot
hold His redeemed, nor the judgment-day witness aught against them:
and all this is but a faint, a very faint, view of what He is, and what He
is doing for us above. May your faith, beloved, fill up that which is
lacking!
"But what must it be to be there ?"
Then only shall we fully realize the joy of His presence. But there is
one view of this subject we must not overlook, namely, that it is in the
time of affliction that we feel the preciousness of looking up and recognizing in Jesus, our Elder Brother and Friend, who is ever touched with the
feelings of our infirmities. Ab, there are times in the Christian's experience when the loss or tho blow is so heavy, and the trial so deep, that he
feels in the position of those who are described as doing business in great
waters, "They mount up to the heaven, they go down again to the depths:
their soul is melted because of trouble. They reel to and fro, and stagger
like a drunken man, and are at their wit's end!" "Then they cry unto the
Lord in their trouble." Ah, they can do nothing else but cry. It is in
vain to tell them to look up : they cannot, or, if they can, the joy is but
momentary, and again the pressure is felt to be heavier than ever. What
then? Oh, it must be the Lord that must lift up the soul then! and,
blessed be His name, He does; He producos a calm in the soul. He says,
"Peace, be still!" He rebukes the agitation of the heart's feelings, and
leads the tried one to say, "My God reignoth. He can bring me out of
these depths. I must, I will leave it to Him." And then, lastly, think,
tried Christian, of the blessed expectation, when trials and tears and thorns
will be at an end. Does not a thrill of joy vibrate through the soul as one
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thinks, "I shall soon join the happy throng above, and behold, like them,
Jesus' glory?"
"Blessed bo the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Ohrist, which according to His abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope
by the resurreotion of Jesus Ohrist from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven
for you." Is not this objective hope enough to make us look up-the
living hope of soon possessing the promised inheritance, and that, too,
dear, watching, fellow Ohristian, in, it may be, "a little while," nay, must
be, for all the years of our pilgrimage are but a little while? Oh, then,
" look up! " Brethren or sisters in the Lord, scattered in this land, or in
far distant lands, look up ! We have a glorious hope, a glotious expectation, a glorious end!
" Jerusalem the glorious,
The joy of the elect;
Oh, dear and future vision,
That eager hearts expect!
E'en now by faith I see thee,
E'en now thy walls discern;
To thee my thoughts are kindled,
And strive and pant and yearn."
May the Lord the Spirit grant us the full comfort of our dear Saviour's
words, "Go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father,
and your Father; and to my God, and your God i" and, if this should find
you grovelling amidst the clods of the valley, may He give you the wings
of faith to soar upwards, and, in the sunlight of heavenly joy, to sing
praises unto Him who has bidden you" Oome up higher" to the full
glory of those things in Ohrist, which we can now but only faintly view.
The Lord bless you, and keep you to the end!
lfTrrnstead, E88ex.
G. O.
BRITAIN'S ORISIS.
But will true Britons ever
Protestants, the crisis,
Their domination bear?
And to its level rise;
No more let ROME'S devices
Ye ans\ver, "No, we'll never
Your senses mesmerize!
The yoke of bondage weal'!"
To no astutest juggle,
Ay, well; yet, not to wear it,
To no extreme resource,
Ye sternly must withstand
In this tremendous struggle
The despots who prepal'e it,
Will she not have recourse.
In onc compa.cted band.
What! is the snake less featly
The voice of solemn warning,
Master'd before he springs,
By History sounded clear,
Than when he folds completely
Our legislators, scorning,
His victim with his rings?
'ro traitors lent an ear.*
And now, what are we reaping
Then, resolute, decided,
From policy so rash?
Face serriedly the foe;
The tide comes tow'I'd us sweeping,
I-lest, finding you divided,
And soon may o'er us dash!
He effect your overthrow.t
One option is before you,
No longer tolerationThat readily we grantSince he all terms disdainsNay, dOlVnright domination
TRUTH'S fla~ of freedom o;er you,
Demand the intolera.nt.
Or Popery and chains.
J. D. H.
;< In 1829,
t "])ivide et imjJem," the well-known maxim of Machiavelli. .
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EXTRAOTS FROM THE REV. W. ROMAINE'S UNPUBLISHED
LETTERS.
WRITTEN BETWEEN THE YEARS 1774 AND 1792.

THIS rainy morning favours me with an opportunity of giving you fresh
intelligence of the goodness of MY God. Verily He is good and doeth good.
Blessings on Him !-my Jesus. He kopt my going out and my coming in.
On His part, I have nothing to look at lllLt morcios; on my part, I feel
myself less than the least of them. I loathe myself, and am sometimes
ready to tear the flesh off my bones, when I am considering His infinite
kindness and my detestable ingratitude. But even here His love breaks
out, and He makes this self-loathing turn to His praise. The less I have
!to be pleased with in myself, the more I am led to delight in Him. Tho
sense of my failings in duty renders His righteousness and His intercession very precious. When the prayer of faith is very fervent, when the
heart is warm with praises, when the hands work hard, and the feet run
fast in the way of His commandments; when I stand up to speak for
Him, and preach ever so well, I am quite ashamed of it all, and abashed
in my own sight at the meanness of my services. How far short the best
is of what He deserves! And yet (thanks be to Him) this does not stop
me at all, but rather encourages me to do better and more. Every day
active faith aims at higher and nobler attainments. In all things gratitude would show itself to be growing and mounting up like the eagle.
The sweetest singer that ever lived was of this spirit; he tried, and was
at it again and again: still when he failed he went on-" Who can utter
the mighty acts of the Lord Jehovah Jesus? Who can show forth all
His praise?" N one can, no, not half of it'l much less all; and yet he
breaks out, "0 give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good: for His
mercy endureth for ever." What think you of this experience? Does
not your soul long to feel what the psalmist did? May He keep your
heart and mine pressing forward for more knowledge of our dearest
Friend, and more love to Him; that every day of our lives we may set
out afresh to bless and praise in word and deed His most glorious name:
I declare to you that whatever you may be led to think of me, yet in this
service I am but a very babe. I have learnt little of what I may still
learn. I see such worlds of beauty and blessedness in Ohrist Jesus, that
I am only beginning the study, and am just entering upon my first
lesson. True, He has made some discovery of His glory which has won
my heart; but, being an infinite and everlasting glory, I see I am a very
poor proficient. There is-yea, there will be for ever-much more than
anyone creature can attain in theory, and much more in practice; therefore, for these I would be found daily sitting low at His feet, in order
that He may teach me by His word and Spirit greater things still concerning His divine majesty and His divine love. When the inward
teaching accompanies the outward means, and the Spirit renders the word
th'e instrument of keeping up growing communion with the Saviour, then
it is very sweet and precious, because in it He reveals, and by it He
fl.pplies, the love of God in Ohrist Jesus. May you know what lll'l
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felt, who thus breaks out in holy rapture, " Oh, how sweet are Thy words
unto my taste.. yea, sweeter titan honey to my mouth I" . . .'. No news yet
from the East Indies, but good news from heaven; a blessed-blessed
Gospel, a preached Jesus known and believed in, very blessed, of which
one said, ".Lls cold water' to a tMrsty sOld, so l:S good news from a far
countr·'!!." May it refresh your heart, and make all within you to rejoice.
I am very much beholden to you for your enquiries after us, and for
your prayers. Through the good hand of my God I have been kept. My
life and my property were threatened, but the threatenings were not
suffered to be executed. The 6th of June, 1780, is a day of thanksgiving
as long as I live. I felt danger, and feared it too. It was not joyous,
but grievous. Faith was sore tried, but was supported, and came off, as
he did who left us his experience and record, "Nevertheless, though I am
sometimes afraid, yet put 1 my trust in Thee." Blessed trust! It stilled
guilty fears, and thereby subdued carnal fears. He was afraid as a man,
yet trusted as a Christian man. This calmed his soul, and brought in
the seasonable helps aI\d consolations of Christ Jesus, for which all within me blesses His holy name. Our tumults are subsided; all is quiet.
Providence is as wonderful in stopping the proceedings at once as in
suffering them to blaze so high. There was nothing great or sacred in
the kingdom, but it was threatened, and with a rage and fury truly infernal. . . . . Praised be the Lord, who reigneth over all, and who did
not give us over to the threatened ruin, and I now hope will not. He has
allowed us a season for prayer and thanks. I wish to improve it in recollection, in looking back and in looking up, for a right improvement of
this deliverance. I am sure the public is much indebted to the good hand
of our God, and I feel my mercies in it are very great, and call for particular acknowledgments. " Glory be to Him! He has delivered," says
Thankfulness j "He doth deliver," says Faith j and" He will deliver," says
Hope. Blessings on Him for His promised help, and for His faithful arm!
Join with me, my deal' friend, in trusting and praising. . . . In that blessed
bond of all holy union, in and under, and one with our most blessed
Jesus may you and I live and die! Mark the fulfilling of 2 Peter ii. 10.
How exactly, how fearfully do we see it literally true! Then mind verse
11, 12, as if the rioters of June 6 had been treated of by an historian 200
years hence. Every word accomplished in that awful day.
Our motto (on New Year's Day) was the blessing of Abraham (Gen.
xxiv. 1), which includes in it all manner of blessings, and of which, in
their fullest sense, I pray you and yours may be partakers. Abraham
was very rich, had, moreover, promises of a great inheritance, and of a
numerous issue; but his blessedness did not consist in any of these things.
It was entirely in the promised seed, who was to descend from him, in
whom he accounted himself by faith to be a truly blessed man. And this
makes his history profitable to us, as it directs us where our real happiness
is to be sought for and enjoyed. And this is a matter of such vast importance that St. Paul has spent two whole chapters (Rom. iv., Gal. iii.)
in opening and explaining the blessedness of Abraham, what made him
so, and what will make us so. The psalmist had given him a key (Psalm
xxxii. 1, 2)," Blessed is the man whose iniquity is forgiven," &c.
Abrabam had the promise that in his seed, which was Christ, all the
nations of the eal'th should be blessed. He believed the promise, and
God imputed unto him righteousness. Hereby he had the title to and the
!tc..tlUtl enjoyment of all blessings. So have we, "for the blessing of
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Abraham comes upon the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, that we might
receive the promise ofthe Spirit through faith." Thus his blessing becomes
ours, and whosoever of us is of faith, the same is blessed with believing
Abraham, and truly as he with all things. What an estate! What an
income arising from this estate! Reckon the sum-haw great! Estimate
the riches-how valuable! and then tell me what is to be compared with
it. A believer living up to his estate has unsearchable riches-an heir of
God and a joint-heir with Christ. Place him where you will, in ever such
outward distress, at all times he is a blessed man. God has promised it,
God is faithful, therefore he trusts and is not afmid. The God of truth
has said to him, "Fear not, little flock, it is your Father's good pleasure
to give you the kingdom; and in that one gift Ho gives you ALL things."
The blessings of earth are yours in their fullest extent (Prov. x. 22), so
are all spiritual blessings (Eph. i. 2). And these I give you in hand as
the eal'llests of eternal blessings (Psalm cxxxiii. 3). If you trust aright
to God's eal'llest it will infallibly give you a present foretaste of all these
, blessings; you will feel them to be realities, and your enjoyment of them
: even at Montpellier will be a very paradise. Oh, how much do I wish you
, this heaven upon earth-a perpetual feast in the conscience, a heart purified
by faith, and happy in a sense of God's love-a life regulated by the
perfect law of liberty, a prospect of death very enlivening (Rev. xiv. 13),
laying hold of eternal life. These are the blessing of Abraham. May
they be yours in possession as well as in prospect. You have the grant,
you have the earnest: may you feel by faith all that Abraham did, when
God said to him, and to you by him (Gen. xv. 1), "Fear not, Abrl1ham:
I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward. Fear not, if evil come,I will be your almighty shield to defend you from it; and good, yea, the
best of it shall come; I, the Lord God, I myself, will be your exceeding
great blessedness." I have no words to express how much this is; but I
have prayers for your experience of it that you may know for yourself
that it surpasseth all understanding. Such may be the year' 9], big to you
with all sorts of blessings. . . . Our weather ever since the winter solstice
has been uncommon, alarming storms of thunder and lightning, such as
I never heard or saw. I felt happy that I had a Friend who presided,
and the stormy wind was only fulfilling His Word. Thanks be to Him
that He said to the heart, "Peace, be still: it is I, be not afraid."
I have a little interest at court, and am sometimes vouchsafed a gracious
audience. The King smiles and says, " Ask what ye will." I never find
brotherly love more warm and active than at such favoured seasons. The
sense of His love is the only cause of ours, and is the sun that ripens
the fruits of it. When He withdraws His influence, it is autumn with
them, they droop and wither. . . . You will want no other guardian angel
when He watches over you. God Jesus will be your shield and your
exceeding great reward. He will make ALL things work together for
your good, all things adverse as well as prosperous. No evil shall
come nigh to hurt you. Nay, every person and every thing under
His management shall do you good. "Blessed are all they that put
their trust in Him." I was admiring this prospect of the infinite love
and care of our dear Lord, and had written thus far, when your letter,
October 30, came to my hand. What you mention of Lady H-- is
only a repetition of the same scene which she acted when T - - had
got a living for Glascott; he accepted it, and afterwards, through tears
and entreaties, she prevailed with him to give it up. What she says
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of me is forgiven heartily. God forgivo her also.
I am still upon
my knees for old England. The times call for fervent, effectual prayer;
and discouragements are to me no denials. God can appear for us
when He pleases. To save by few is His way. He can give victory
without means j yea, against means. Therefore, keep praying on in
Jehoshaphat's spirit, and do believe that our good cause will in the end
have a good issue. However, of this I am certain, that all will be well
with the praying party. We must expect to go the old way, through
evil report as well as good report. You may not be exempt. Those
blessed men (of whom the world was not worthy) had trial of cruel
mockings, and those were the most cruel, which they met with in the
house of their friends. And yet these were the most profitable, because
the hardest to bear. You must have your share. May you bear them
as He did, who was the song of the drunkards. I shall be interceding for
you with my Lord, that if it be His will your good may not be evil spoken of,
but if it bel that He would give you grace sufficient for you, and you may,
like Him, return good for evil. And her concerns lay near my heart. I
waut her to believe more, and to love more, and to enjoy more of my
Jesus. It would give Him pleasure if she was more free with Him.
Just as she feels herself she is welcome to trust Him. 0 that she would
leave Him to manage for her! He would take most kindly the charge of
husband, children, substance upon Himself. It is a safe, happy, holy
life-what I am always recommending to her. May she learn to live
better every day by the faith of the Son of God!
This is sent (March 14, 1780), and for the whole season I have five
sermons a week, and sometimes six-a good excuse for not writing
letters; but I cannot resist the present call, having an hour to spare, in
inquiring after you and yours. In your last I heard much of your suJferings. Good physic, if not resisted ill its operation. A real Christian,
having two natures, comes undor the care of our good Physician for both;
and Ho so proscribes with skill and love, that what hurts the one is of
servico to the other. He prescribes suffering to the outward man to heal
the inward. Ho mortifies the flesh to quicken the spirit. You cannot be
Ohrist's dis(;iplos unless you take up your cross and follow Him. It is
your privilege, as a Ohristian (a man in Ohrist), to partake of His Spirit;
to be dying to that for which He died, and to be alive to that for which
He rose again. True faith will not only bring you to believe, but also
to experience the power of His cross, and of His resurrection; and then,
living tmder the mighty influence of both, you will thereby learn to trust
Him better, and to love Him more. Your sufferings will then become
your happiness j a paradox, but truth itself. The deadening the life of
senso is to improve the life of faith; as the natural man is crucified, the
spiritual man gains strength. He has communion with Ohrist in suffering, waits on Him for patience under the affiiction, strength to bear it,
lovo ill sending it, and the peaceable fruits of righteousness, which do not
grow anywhere so ripe as on the Cl'OSS. What I want to say is much
botter delivered by the great?st writer:(1 Pet. iv. 12, 13, &c.), which
road. I I:lend you enclosed a lIttle paper. Oh that you and yours may
continue illstant in prayer. I find my own heart still. earnest and fervent; and suroly we have a prayer-answering God. I wish you to be of
my Lord's cabinet, and a member of His privy council. He will keep no
secrets from you: "The secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him."
Among the honours He puts upon you, may you make a good use of
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King George's; repay him with prayers, and especially that under him
we may enjoy a quiet and peaceable life. . . .. I beg never to be forgotten by you in good times; when yon can pray in faith, remember
W. Romaine, and all his. I have sent you a parcel, of which I hope you
will dispose to God's glory and the prosperity of Ohurch and State.
(To be continued.)

GOD'S WORK, AND THE WEAKNESS AND SIMPLICITY OF
THE INSTRUMENTS HE WORKS WITH.
THE practical interest which our readers havo shown in the writings of
some of the honoured names mention cd in tho suujoincd l1apor, xtracted
from the City Press of July 1, prompts us in the uolier that the article, in
its entirety, will be most acceptablo if transferred to theso pages. In the
City Pr'ess it forms the 587th of the very entertaining and instructive series
of papers which have appeared in that journal from the pen of "Aleph."
The present article is entitled" The Metropolitan Tabernacle." We had
quite overlooked the fact (if, indeed, ever aware of it) that Dr. GILL'S
"health was indiffel'ent," as stated in the annexed record. Possibly, however, it may be accounted for upon the score of his seclusion and necessarily very sedentary habits. The reader may well be amazed, as we are,
at what was accomplished by this one man, Ilnd labouring, as he had in
early life, under such great disadvantages. We often think if wo personally found it such an herculean task to reprint his" Oommentary," his
"Oause of God and Truth," and his "Sermons on Solomon's ong,"
what must lw have felt to have written the same? What was our labour
when compared with Ms? And yet, in the early part of that printing enterprize, and when fairly embarked in it, we thought ourselves" the veriest
fool on earth for having undertaken it." Mentally we exclaimed, "What
possibly could have possessed us to have attempted to enter upon such
a work?" Again, and again, and again have we looked up at our study
shelves, with only one out of the nine quarto volumes of Gill's Oommentary printing-that one being in the compositors' hands; and we
have mentally ejaculated, "Will another and another be taken down,
until at last each and all have undergone the process of cutting up for
the printer's use? Shall I ever see those nine quarto volumes replaced
by six octavos?" A London reviewer spoke of it as being a moral impossibility. One of our dearest and most devoted friends deolared it to
be a most perilous enterprise. Still, notwithstanding all our fears, misgivings, difficulties, hindrances, and responsibilities, the work was
acoomplished within two or three weeks of the proposed five-and-twenty
months. The whole nine quarto volumes, reprinted in six thick octavos,
were published in a little better than two years. And now, in contrast
with our former doubts and fears as to the accomplishment, from time
to time, we gaze upon the work in its new form with wonder, amazement,
and deep, deep humility. Under fresh trials, fresh anxieties, fresh responsibilities, and with many and many a heartfelt inquiry, "Shall I hold on
and hold out? Shall I ever be brought through? Shall I ever surmount
this, that, and the other perplexity, anxiety, and care? Will my poor
worn-and-wearied frame stand further battling and conflict, even to a
merciful, gracious, and successful issue?" Then, when we look up at
those volumes-two thick volumes of KEAOH, a volume of DR. HAWKER'S,
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and other works-sent forth from that Industrial Press, in that remote
Popish village, in the sister isle, we cannot but" thank God and take
courage." Yea, and we sing afrosh, in spite of all failings and all
fears.. He that hath help'd us hitherto,
Will help us all our journey through;
And daily give us cause to raise
New Ebenezers to His praise.~'
Oh, dear reader, foolish-yea, mad-as that undertaking seemed in the
estimation of many, how great would have been the loss to thousands
had it never been undertaken! What numbers have we heard of from
even far-off lands who have rejoiced in the possession of Dr. Gill's Oommentary; and, but for the setting up of the Industrial Press in Ireland,
the publication, Old Jonathan, never would have been thought of. It is
to our heart a grateful reflection that at least some six million copics of
that work have, since its establishment, been printed and circulated; and
who shall say, to what good end and purpose?
Reader, how should these facts check our too frequent iuclination to
pronounce so ready an opinion upon this or that undertaking which we,
in our little finite and contracted minds, imagine short-sighted, or unpromising, or perilous! The Lord's work has ever borne these features in
the estimation of poor fallible men, whereas the very promising and the
large and the great-that which is to be done by mcn and with such a
flourish of trumpets, as being so shrewd, and so clever, and so sure of
success, very frequently-yea, generally-comes to naught. It is in
these respects, as well as in others, "the lame take the prey." The
Lord has been wont, from the beg-inning, to employ a number of poor,
wayward, short-sighted fools in His work; not human calculators-not
shrewd, clever, far-seeing, worldly-wise men; no, but poor, helpless,
timid notMn!Js" so that through them and by them He might show what
His wisdom and Il£s lovo and Il£s power can accomplish; and that thus
the praise and the glory should entirely and absolutely redound to Him
and Him alone. Yea, upon all His mighty doings shall be prominently
and permanently inscribed, "Not by might, nor by power, but by my
Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts."
There is another fact which presents itself, and that is the very simple
origin of each and every undertaking. The greatest achievements have
originated in a single thought! a simple idea! followed by an inclination
or desire to set about, and, if possible, to accomplish certain things.
And, generally speaking, where that thought was of God-and if it were
connected with a desirable object, it must have come from Him and Him
alone-the work, as it has progressed, usually far, far exceeds the first
or original ideas of the instrument God has condescended to employ.
We doubt not that, in the perusal of the following article from the
City Press, the thought will recur to the reader, as well as to ourselves,
as to the state of ignorance and immorality which existed in London in
the times here referred to. Because things are so bad in our own day
and generation, we are apt to think the like never was; whereas it is
only a change of scene. Satan at one time works upon the human
heart in one way, and at other times in another way, just adapting himself to circumstances; but, in eaeh and every case, having full sway of
the heart and mind where divine grace has not taken possession.
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This paper will consist of "gatherings" from the new work of
Mr. Pike, whoso interesting History of Ancient Meeting-h02tsCs we have
already noticed.
"The Long Parliament was but a few weeks old," when, according to
Fuller, Southwark produced" the first fruits of Anabaptistical insolence"
A short period previous a erowd of eitizens, 500 strong, marched to
Lambeth for the avowed purpose of unearthing" vVilliam the Fox i" and
though the primate effected his retreat, the riotous apprentices dealt very
roughly with the palace. At the same time anathemas against the
Bishops and the High Commission had been heard in tho aisles of Old
St. Paul's. This uneasy portion of London 11'01'0 not entirely Baptistfl,
but mixed Nonconformists. Various mootin gs took placo in tho Borough,
where the State Church was denounced in no measured terms. Sir John
Southal, Master of the King's Bench, marched a number of Brownists
into the church, because they disliked a statute which ordered the use of
prayers made by the Bishops. They were brought before the House 01
Lords, and refused to own any chief but Christ. They were mildly
treated, and a promise given of a visit to the meeting-house in Deadman's Lane. The Brownist Society was formed in 1616. John Hubbard
was their first pastor, and after him they elected John Canne; after
ministering to them for about a year, persecution drove him into Holland,
whore he remained until 1639. He seems to have had some loanings to
the fantasies of the Fifth Monarchists. Yet these mini ters and their
followers toiled with wonderful self-denial to build up the hurch thoy
believed in i "by the sweat of their brow," they provided a coarse fare
and humble lodging-. Henry Ainsworth, an eminent Hebraist in his
day, was a bookseller's porter. Roger Williams is said to have lived on
ninepence a day. Canne aspired to something higher, and started a
printing press. We are indebted to him for first collating for the English
Bible a complete set of marginal references, a work of vast labour and
of small profit. He persevered in this task for upwards of twenty-two
years. The second edition of his Bible was issued in 1647, and dedicated
to the Long Parliament. During Cromwell's Government, he publishod
his political opinions, in one of the small broadsheets he is supposed to
have edited. These the author of Hitdibras ridiculed very freely, In
Swan Alley, Ooleman Street, there was a meeting-hous £ l' the 'ifth
Monarchy men. Oanne sometimes preached to th m. Apl'il 1 t, 165 ,
the service was interrupted by a band of Oromw Il'a 11' n id,.
s Idi r
plucked Canne out of the pulpit, and treated him v ry l' ughly, The
LOl'd Mayor had sent the soldiers, and he wait d out ide the result of the
several arrests. Oanne was then in his v nti th year, and when he
was taken to the Poultry Oompter the rowd ri d out, "He is an old
man i do not use him so bm'bar u ly." 'Ultimately he was dismissed
from custody, and some of his associates 11' re fined and imprisoned.
Oanne died at Amsterdam. For seven years the porter of the society
was one Samuel How (a cobbler), and this was during the persecutiol1s
of Laud; while working at his trade it was his custom to sit with an
open Bible before him, and he became a ready textuary. They wero
often forced to assemble in woods and fields. Ultimately How was
thrown into prison, where he died. His followers would have laid his
remains in Shoreditch churchyard, but the fanatical clergy opposed this.
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His grave was dug in tho highway; a Brownist, with a brewer's coat,
spoke his funeral oration.
In the days of Charles 1. there was a Baptist Society in the south of
London, which met in private houses for fear of their enemies. Some
of them were rich merchants. 'l'heir fu'st pastor, William Rider, was a
scholar, and well provided for. The congregation quarrelled in 1652, and
a separation followed. The seceders met in Goat's Passage, Horsleydown; Keach became pastor in 1668. He had received no regular education. He joined the Baptists at fifteen, and three years later commenced
preaching. At first his course was a very uneasy one. He preached and
travelled in his native county (Beccles), but did so at continual hazard of
arrest by the military, and once his life was endangered. He was put in
the stocks, and stood in the pillory, from which he addressed the crowd.
A little Primer which he had printed was burnt in the market-place.
Before his first coming to London, in 1668, his coach was attacked by
highwaymen, and his whole means of livelihood stolen, but his friends
soon replaced his lost property. In Keach's time the chapel in Southwark
was almost in the country. There was very little traffic in the neighbourhood. In front of the chapel there was a brick wall, and a peep through
the iron gates showed an avenue of limes leading to the entrance. Early
in the present contury, a few ancient Baptists remembered the spot. The
meeting-house was metamorphosed into a cooperage, and finally into a
blacksmith's forge. Keach was naturally a healthy man. It may be
doubted whether overworking is true economy of time. It was his constant habit, and in July, 1704, he died, being worn out by constant
labour. His controversial talents were very great. A member of the
congregation published a broadside in praise of the pastor. Here is a
specimen : " Is he no more? Has Heaven withdrawn his light,
A.nd left us to lament on sa-ble shades of night
Our loss?
Death awaits his triumph; for the rumours spread,
Through Salem's plains, Keach, dear Keach is dead."
A son-in-law of Keach succeeded him. He was reluctant to take the
pastorate, being thirty years of age, and never having received any
academical training; but.on accepting the charge he took a competent
teaoher, and appears to have discharged his duties with success. In 1718
he died very suddenly. The Baptists then possessed a burial-ground,
called Deadman's Place, a part of Southwark Park. Fifty years since
the cemetery remained intact. It has now disappeared.
In the seventeenth century there existed on Horselydown a chapel, with
dressing-rooms, called the Baptisterion. It was the common baptizing
place for South London. Persons were living seventy years ago who remembered the place as a preachin~ station. The Baptists had a wooden
chapel in Three Cranes Court, Tooley Street. We have no account but of
one of its pastors, Samuel Wilcox, a scholarly divine of liBeral sentiments.
" A Drop of Honey from the Rock Christ" is the title of his only publication. Another branch of Baptists had planted a chapel in Unicorn Yard,
and they choso for their teacher William Arnold, an uneducated man,
who, with great industry, made up his lack of learning, and became a very
excellent pastor. Mterwards Thomas Flower took the office, but resigned
after eight years. He had accumulated wealth in the corn trade, and was
nick-named Wordly-mindedFlower. The next ruler of the Unicord Yard
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church, Caleb Evans, died in 1806, and does not seem to be much regretted.
He was a zealous preacher, and possessed considerable learning. He received a degree of D.D. from the University of Aberdeen. William Clark,
a native of London, was appointed in 1761. It prospered in his hands,
when he resigned in 1785. It was believed he destroyed his health by
incessant application. He died in July, 1795. A contemporary poet,
likening the Nonconformist ministers to plants and flowers, writes" Clark's a sweet William, whose expanded breast
With every grace indulgent Heaven has blest;
Judicious, humble, affable, and cn.Jm,
His mind was beauty, and his breath was balm!"
In olden times Southwark was a constant trouble to the Lord Mayor
and Sheriffs. Thieves and murderers constantly fled thither from justice.
In 1327, for the consideration of £ 10 annually, the City gained jurisdiction
over the" said village." Old Southwark was formerly adorned by several
ancestral seats. Southwark Park was the mansion of the Suffolk family.
There was a monastery of blaek monks in Bermondsey; likewise St.
Thomas's Hospital, and six parish churches. The Bishops of Winchester
and Rochester, and the Abbots of Lewes, Battle, and St. Augustine resided there. There were also five prisons in Southwark. The river side
abounded with social outcasts, who made sin their trade, and were the
curse of the capital. The Bear Garden was its roughest feature: its site
is now covered by Christ Church parish. Bears, bulls, and dogs fought
there for the amusement of the people. Previous to the Reformation,
Sunday was a favourite day for the sport. An ancient rhymster says : " What folly is this to keep with danger
A giant mastive dog, and a foul and ougley bear!
Every Sunday they will spend
One penny or more the bearward's living to mend.
If you, therefore, it give to see a bear fight,
Be sure God His curse upon you will light !"
In 1107, the palace of Winchester stood in the parish of St. Mary
Overie. When the prelate ceased to live there, it was appropriated for
mercantile purposes, and at the Revolution a part of the mansion was
taken by certain Baptists. In 1705, the Baptist ministers disowned this.
The monks of Battle Abbey had a residence in Southwark, and an arch
of the estate which spanned the river was entitled Battle Bridge; Maze
Pond is an allusion to the abbots' gardens, where they cultivated
numerous noble alleys and pleasure grounds. Mr. Pike notices a number
of ministers attached to the Maze Pond Society from 1678 to 1831, but
we hasten to notice some particulars more interesting to the general
reader.
In Gravel Lane, we get a reminiscence of John Bunyan. The church
in Zoar Street was of the Independent regimen; the minister was John
Chester, of Wetherly, Leicestershire. At the Restoration, he was supElrseded by a drunken claimant, and Chester continued to distinguish himself in London by his eloquence. When Bunyan preached at the chapel,
crowds were attracted by his powerful speech. It was sure to be crammed,
whether the service was on Sunday, or by seven o'clock on a working-day
in the dark winter. The church of St. George the Martyr is very ancient.
We know not the founder. The present church was built about one
hundred and thirty years ago. The adjoining pastures were called
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"Horsedown" (now Horselydown), where the Oity militia used to
exercise. When the Doomsday Survey was taken, Bermondsey was a
poor suburb of twenty-three cottagers and twenty-five villains. One of
the Brandons died at Suffolk House in 1345. The estate fell to the
crown, and Hemy VIII. occupied it as a royal mint. No lover of Ohaucer
can walk down the Borough High Street without thinking of the" Oanterbury 'Tales."
We pass over various details relative to the Southwark ministers. In
the seventeenth century there lived in Stepney an old mariner, a native of
Cornwall, and a general Baptist. He endowed the five churches of the
denomination with two farms at Romford and Southminster, and the rents
are still enjoyed by the descendants of the first recipients. There were
also some bequeathed which, in 1721, were lost at law; but their value,
to the high honour of the trustees, was refunded by them. The Baptists
set up some efficient schools for the education of their neophytes. They
were expected to study very closely-in the morning from seven until
eleven, and in the afternoon from one till five. The life-work of Thomas
Crosby was connected with old Southwark and the Baptists. His writings
are neither elegant nor clear, but his pages have a charm which a more
modern editor would not enhance. His history of the English Baptists
is a precious legacy to their posterity. He with a partner, John Robinson, kept an academy at Horselydown, and to the school they added a
shop for the sale of globes, books, stationery, mathematical instruments,
and astronomical glasses. His literary work brought but little profit,
though it kept him actively employed. He published various scientific
volumes, and did his contemporaries good service by his admirable
labours. The father of Thomas Guy, the father of the great hospital, was
a Baptist, a lighterman, and coalmonger, in Southwark. Our Guy was
educated at the grammar school at Tamworth; his subsequent history is
well known. In ancient times Southwark was grievously visited by the
plague. In 1625, schoolmasters were forbidden to assemble their pupils
on account of the infection, and in 1637 the Star Ohamber ordered all
tainted houses to be closed. When Wood was writing the Athcna
O:conicnscs, in 1670, he hired the clerk of St. Mary Overie to search the
registers. 1'he man had been the poet Fletcher's tailor, who, while waiting
in London for the finishing of some clothes, fell a victim to the plague of
1625. Southwark Fair was once famous, and led to much immorality.
In 1753 the town crier w:1med the crowd with voice and bell to behave
peaceably. The area of the fail' adjoined the Marshalsea. The strolling
actors in the fair used to collect alms for the debtors; but, when the interludes were suppressed, and they lost their bounty, they grew desperate,
and threw stones over the wall, whereby many persons were injured and
one child killed. In 1763 the fail' was finally abolished. Newington
Butts. The last name is derived from the archery butts formerly erected
there, ailll still distinguishing the place from its northern namesake.
The gl'eat society now assembling in the Metropolitan Tabemacle for
its nucleus had a party of seceders from Horselydown. In 1719, their
pastol' was John Gill. It was then the largest Baptist Ohurch in London.
Gill was bom in 1697; his birth was memorable. At the moment, a
woodman was unloading his cart at the door, who declared that a stranger,
passing at the instant, said, "He'll be a scholar, and the world cannot hinder it!" At Kettering Grammal' School, he outstripped all his
competitors; and, whun only eleven yeal'S of age, we are told he had read
s s
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all the chief Latin classics. He was certainly remarkable for lem:niug;
whilst a mere child, his proficiency was astonishing; yet, finding nu employment, he was obliged to work as a weaver. Yet, filling up his leisure,
he quickly mastered Greek and Hebrew. He began his public life ut
Higharn Ferrers, preaching his first sermon in November, 1716. One Anno
Bailey, who heard this discourse, was present, fifty-three years afterwards,
at his last service in Carter Lane. Mter much dispute, Gill was appointed
pastor of the chief Baptist church in London. When comfortably settled,
his chief ambition was to acquire a full mastery of tho Oriental tongues;
to these he added rabbinical lore; and whenever difficulty arose it only
acted as an incentive to exel,tion. The Targum and the Talmud soon
yielded to his unwearying application. The ignorance of the commonalty
was then very dense. The country people were sadly superstitious. When
Gill arrived in London, it was believed that on a specified day the waterpipes for hours had run blood. When a liking sprung up for calicoes,
the weavers of Spitalfields were exasperated, and roamed the streets to
strip the gowns from the backs of the women who dared to wear materials
not made in London. A passion for wealth was universal, and a wild
mania for forming trade companies led to terrible criminality and distress.
Some of the gamblers in Change Alley grew strangely liberal. One
gentleman presented two hundred poor persons each with a Bible, the
"Exposition of the Church Catechism," a crown-piece, and "The
Whole Duty of Man." There was an odd appetite for excitement.
The turnkeys of N ewgate received £200 in a single week, in 1724, from
visitors to Jack Sheppard. Spectators were often trampled to death
at executions. London and England, though still full of crime and
misery, certainly (Mr. Pike believes) exhibited a favourable contrast to
the wretched era of 1728. As Gill grew in years so he increased in
popularity. Lectures were then getting into vogue, and one of these he
maintained in Great Eastcheap for twenty-seven years. His health was
indifferent, yet he worked on with unflagging industry. In 1724 he
commenced his Commentary on the Bible, explaining the sacred text verse
by verse. It fills nine folio volumes. From Solomon's Song he selected
texts for one hundred and twenty consecutive Sabbath morning
discourses. The author of "Hervey's Meditations" praised him. He said
the musings on the Song of Songs was a "Paradisaical Garden." Gill
did not .excel in conversation; he lived a thoroughly secluded life. His
works were a source of Im'ge pecuniary gain. There was great strife
among the Baptists of those days. In the cash account of 1720, the
entry occurs of £10 "To our brethren who separated from us to prevent
our demolishing their pews." The clock, bought at Gill's appointment,
cost six guineas, the pulpit candlesticks, 16s. The meeting-house was
lighted by eighteen candles, in tin sconces; keeping and clearing the
place cost £4 yearly. The repairs of the building cost £128 3s. 5~d.,
including a feast to the workmen at an expense of £ 1 3s. A few small
nails cost Id., so strictly were the accounts kept. Gill was favourable to
the practice of congregational singing, then not much in favour with
Dissenters. A certain dame, old and pious, wished to improve the
psalmody, and she waited on the commentator himself to explain her
views. "What tunes would you like, my good woman?" said the
doctor. "Why, sir, I should very much like David's tunes," said she.
"Well, if you'll get David's tunes for us, we'll try to sing them,"
answered Gill, with a smile. His whole works filled 10,000 4to printed
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pages. lio workod on continually. In summer he rose at six, at daylight
in winter. II breaJcfastod alone, and would not be disturbed till dinner.
Than he joined his family, and carved for them. He spent much time in
correoting th proofs. He wrote indistinotly, and the sheets were often
return d balf-a-dozen times before they passed muster. Though no talker,
he was fond of society. The... conclave of Baptist ministers, who met
weekly at the Gloucestershire Ooffee-house, would have been incomplete
without the commentator. In those days a gentleman of Oripplegate
provided a Tuesday dinner for such divines of the three denominations as
ohose to attend, and Gill was a constant visitor. The prosperity of the
cause declined in his old age, yet he was deeply regarded to the end. His
people, in proof of their affection, caused an oil-painting to be taken of
the pastor, and it was afterwards engraved. He died at Oamberwell, in
the fifty-third year of his pastorate, and the seventy-fourth of his life, on
the 14th of October, 1771.
He was succeeded by John Rippon. His hymn-book had an immense
circulation, and in 1790 he edited the" Baptist's Annual Register." It was
not successful. He then contemplated a " IIistory of Bunhill Fields." In
1803 a prospeotus was oiroulated. It was to have been printed on fine paper,
dQdicated to Sir William Staines, Lord Mayor, and the Oorporation. At
tho above date, the work was half written, and the engravers were working on the plates. Dr. Rippon computed that 75,000 funerals had taken
place at Bunhill Fields; a hundred portraits and caligraphic specimens
were to adorn the text; and the six volumes were to be charged three
guineas. The work, from some unknown oause, never appeared. The
MS., in twelve folio volumes, may be seen at the Herald's Oollege,
Doctors' Oommons. He died in 1836, and had several successors, who
were unable to ii.ll the moeting-house. When Oharles Haddon Spurgeon,
then a very young man, was induced to try his gifts in London, we need
not say ho succeeded, and how in 1859 the foundation of the Metropolitan
Tabernacle was laid. Tho noble buildingwas:finished in 1861, at an outlay of £31,000, and it now woakly accommodates 6,000 persons. With
somo odditios (which daily grow less), Mr. Spurgeon has exercised a most
beneficial influence over his people, and has rendered their liberality a
SOl1.1'CO of iucalculable benefit to the poorer portion of his hearers.
ALEPH.

A FRAGMENT.
IT was Saturday eve; the church where I was expecting to preach on
the morrow stood within the rectory grounds, which I think nevei'looked
more beautiful than at that moment, under the rays of the declining
SUll.
I thought of the many who had passed away-some whom I had
mat at the self-same spot, but who had since been called to their long
homo. I thought I would rove among the graves, and read the records
thero. One name I recognized as being familiar from my youth. I
thought of the singular dealings of God-that I, so many years afterwards, and at so remote a distance, was to stand and gaze upon his
tombstone under shade of the walls within which 011 the morrow I was
once moro to attempt to speak in that Name which is above every
name. But just at this juncture, and so surrounded by all that was
peaceful, and with the mind charged with the solemnities of death.
and the great realities of eternity, how was my heart sadden(jd as ]
s s 2
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saw reeling past the graveyard a man ripe in years, and stooping from
very age, but at the same time loud and angry in his blasphemies.
Part-how large a part I know not-of his hard earnings had been
spent at the alehouse, from which he came forth thus to defy his fellowman, and blaspheme his Maker. The sight was sickening, and my
heart mentally exclaimed, "Oh, when shall these things have an end?
When shall Jesus come to exercise His own rightful authority, and
to 'make all things new' ? " All around now bears the stamp of death.
"Vanity of vanities" is written upon all. Everything indicates that
"here we have no continuing city;" this is not our rest. It is polluted.
But oh, when He shall come whose right it is, how blessed the change!
Therefore, "come, Lord Jesus, come quickly."
D.
THE ROUNDABOUT ROAD.
"WHY, where have you come from?" said my friend, "I have been
again and again to meet you." "Such a station," was my reply. ""Vhy,
you have come a round of thirty miles." "The part of the cOlmtry
where I have been," said I, "was quite strange to me; and again and
again I said to my friend, 'Now mind, I leave myself in your hands, for
I don't know where I am, nor whither I am going; so I throw the whole
responsibility upon you to guide me aright.' "
Those who are acquainted with "Bradshaw" are prepared to admit
what a dry and difficult study his "Guide" is; and, if they are as indolent as I am, are glad enough with any and every opportunity for
shifting the search of his high and dry pages to others.
"Thirty miles out of my way!" said 1. "Well, I have been lately
casting up from memory the amount of my journeyings, and, including
the crossing of the Irish Channel sixty times, I have travelled, during the
last five-and-twenty years, 'not less than seventy thousand miles, and
never remember before g-oing thirty miles out of my way, unless it
was when I took the direct, instead of the cross, lines, with all their
changes."
But, as my dear friends thus talked about my roundabout journey,
thought I-Is there no teaching here? Assuredly there is. Does not
this little misadventure set forth the extreme folly of those who
leave the choice and conduct of their way, in far higher and infinitely
more impoJ:tant matters, to the guidance and direction of others? What
about the poor Romish devotee who never consults the infallible word, that
wondrous chart which the Lord, in tenderness and compassion, has given
us as a lamp to our feet and a light unto our path, through all the chequered
scenes of this waste howling wilderness? He, in a blinded superstition,
and a miserable infatuation, leaves all to the priest, taking for granted
that he is the lawful authority, he the God-appointed guide from earth to
heaven! Heedless of the solemn injunction, "To the law and to the
testimony, if they speak not according to these, it is because there
is no light in them," such will (unless Divine grace prevent) go
heedlessly on and on, until at length they find themselves in a ten thousand times ten thousand degree worse plight than I, who, through leaving
to others, instead of consulting the Guide for myself, had gone a roundabout way to my friend's house.
But, if I mistake not, there is another lesson to be learnt by this little
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incident. ITow mo,ny of the Lord's dear children seem, for a time, to be
led so out f th ir way-yea, by such a roundabout, tiresome, and unno s Iny 0. wo.y-goiug over the same ground as it were again and ago.in
and again, El'ittiug down to the self-same lessons so repeatedly, and oftentim 8 mortified to the quick because apparently precisely the same teachin 6 are ago.in and again set before them. But ah, by and by they will
discov r, to their great joy and to Jehovah's glory, that He hath "led
them by tlte right way, that they might go to a city of habitation; " that,
although
" He led their feet far wandering round,
'Twas the right road to Canaan's ground;"
and that, notwithRtanding the seeming sameness and frequent repetion of their lessons, not one was too perfect in acquiring that great and
glorious truth: "By GRAOE are ye saved, through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast."

D.

Grantl/£lm.

THE ROUGHEST HOUR.
011, Christian! is thy frail bark toss'd He never slumbers, never sleeps,
Upon life's rough tempestuous sea? But constant watch He ever keeps.
Do billows swell and winds blow high,
And thou seem ne'er from trouble However great the storm may be,
His power can still its roughest
free?
Fear not, thy Lord is by thy sidewave:
Jesus thy Hope, thy Help, thy Guide. No child of His shall ever sink,
For He is mighty still to save.
He watches o'er thee night and day- Then look to Him, nor doubt His
Nought can escape His wakeful eye;
power,
He knows thy sOlToivs and thy carcs, To help thee in the roughest hour.
And hoars thy every mOlU'nful sigh.
R. K.

A CRY.
LORD, givo me, I beseech Thee, a more simple, childlike faith! I want to
depend upon Thee, as Thou art worthy to be depended upon. Thou hast
ever proved Thyself to be the faithful, promise-keeping God. I have
realized it in thousands of instances. Thou hast appeared for me in the
most marked and gracious way, times without number; and now my
grief and bitter regret is, that, notwithstanding all that Thou hast been
to me and for me, I am so prone to doubt Thee, and to call in question
Thy wisdom, love, mercy, and goodness. If Thou dost cross my purposes, 01' take a course contrary to that which I, in my extreme shortsightodness and folly, had marked out, I at once either fear Thou art
a10ut to forsake me, or in some way or other dost intend to rebuke and
chastiRo me for my ingratitude, distrust, and carnality. Lord, pity me, I
pray Thee, and pardon me! It is my sore grief and burden-Thou
Imowost it is-that I cannot simply look to Thee, and lean upon Thee, in
a sweot filial confidence that Thou doest all things well, and that Thou
wilt continue to bo an,l to do that which shall minister to Thy glory, and
to my present and etornal good. "0 Lord, I believe; help Thou mine
unbelief! "

Leiccstershire.

D.

542

The Gospel Magazittc.

~iIgrim ~ aptrs.
THE HOLY PRIESTHOOD.
(Continued fi"om page 41 ().)

WE have already spoken of the characters who compose the priesthood.
"Ve have seen from the Scriptures that all God's people constitute the holy
priesthood. It is very clear, from Scripture, that Go<1 has a people formed
for Himself-to show forth His praiso. Israol of 01<1 woro His chosen
peoplo. They were a type of God's spiritual Israol. Zion is tho name
given to Israol, and we read, "The Lord hath choson Zion; Ho hath desired it for His habitation. This is my rest for evor: horo will I dwell ;
for I have desired it" (Psalm cxxxii. 13, 14). Respecting His people,
God says, "Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation,
a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of Him who hath
called you out of darkness into His marvellous light: which in time past
were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained
mercy, but now have obtained mercy" (1 Peter ii. 9, 10). We can
scarcely realize the exalted and distinguished position to which God raises
poor sinful worms in making them tho vessels of His covenant mercy, and
the subjects of free, sovereign, discriminating graco. All the redeemed
family, as such, are raised to tho dignity of priests. They all form a holy
priesthood, and the purpose for which they are distinguished from others
is, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Ohrist. We
have now to consider, in the second placen. Tl18 b~tsz'neS$ of the holy priesthood. What is their business? " To
offer up spiritual sacrifices" (1 Peter ii. 5). Here let us ask you, dear
reader, to look at these spiritual sacrifices; and oh that the Spirit of
God may enable you and me to offer up those sacrifices daily to Him who
loved us and gave Himself for us!
1. Praise to God is a spiritual sacrifice. The Apostle, in exhorting the
holy priesthood, says, "By Him (Jesus) therefore let us offer the sacrifice
of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to
His name" (Heb. xiii. 15). Now, if God have consecrated us to the
spiritual priesthood, we have good reason to o~ l' unto God the sacrifice
of praise continually. Why? Because of what God has done for us, and
what God has wrought in us. And what has God done for us? Why, He has
sent His Son to work out our redemption and salvation. The whole work,
as revealed in the Gospel, demands a sacrifice of praise to God. Referring
to the blessings of the Gospel, God says to His Ohurch, "And in that day
thou shalt say, 0 Lord, I will praise Thee: though Thou wast angry with
me (as the descendant of a fallen, sinful head), Thine anger is turned
away (in my new covenant Head-the second Adam, the Lord from
heaven), and Thou comfortedst me. Behold, God is my salvation; I will
trust, and not be afraid: for the Lord J ohovah is my strength and my
song; He also is becomo my salvation. Therefore with joy shall ye draw
water out of the wells of salvation. And in that day (when enabled to
draw water out of theso wolls with the bucket of faith) shall ye say, Praise
the Lord, call upon His name, declare His doings among the people,
make mention that His na11lO is exalted" (Isaiah xii. 1-4). Oh, if

Tltc Gospel j/llaga:::illc.
God the Holy Ghost have onlightenod your mind, on God's plan
of salvation; if He have, in His grace, shown you the excellency
of the Gos~el (and this He does to all whom He consecrates for
the holy priesthood), you will feel that you have occasion to offer
unto God the sacrifice of praise continually. David said, "I will
bless the Lord at all times: His praise shall continually be in my mouth.
My soul shall make her boast in the Lord: the humble shall heal'
thereof, and be glad" (Psalm xxxiv. 1, 2). And all gracious mel). have
ever desired to praise the Lord for His mercy and grace, so richly and
freely bestowed upon them, and for making them to differ from others.
And then, we have good reason to offer up the sacrifice of praise
to God continually for what He has wrought in us.
And what
has He wrought in us? ~i.) If we belong to the holy priesthood, God has wrought in us a new creation work; we shall have experienced a new birth, according to our Lord's teaching, " Except a man
be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God" (John iii. 3). If it
be asked, How is this wrought in us? we reply, "'rhe wind bloweth
where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell
whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is everyone that is born of
the Spirit" (John iii. 8). Now, this new creation work demands a
sacri'fice of praise to God continually; only God could effect such a work.
J!ow does a sinner know that he has experienced such a work? By
having different thoughts and feelings in regard to himself. Once he was '
dead, but now he has life, for he is conscious of doing the act of a living
soul; namely, he is conscious of repenting of his sins, and this repenting
is not like the morning cloud or the early dew, which soon disappears;
but it deepens, and is an ever-abiding condition of the soul. Once he was
darkness, but now he is conscious of being light in the Lord, having his
understanding opened to spiritual things, and a mind to discern thom.
Onco he was blind, now ho sees. nis language is similar to the man in
tho Gospol, "Ono thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I soo"
(John ix. 25). And what does he see? He sees himself in the looking~lass of God's Word, a pOOl', guilty, lost, hell-deserving sinner; he soes
Jesus as a mighty, all-sufficient, effectual Saviour. All this that the
sinnel' is conscious of is what God has wrought in him, and demands a
sacri'fice of praise to God continually. (ii.) And then, if we belong to the
holy priesthood, God has wrought in us faith. All men have not faith.
No sinner, however, can be saved without faith. "Without faith
it is impossible to please God." If you are enabled to look to God's
Lamb slain for sinners; if you can say, with Paul, "I live; yet
not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh
I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved mo, and gavo Himself
for me" (Gal. ii. 20); if you can adopt this language as yours, oh, what
a mercy! What has God wrought in you? Why, He has wrought in you
life eternal; He has brought you into living union with Christ by faith; "
and" He that believeth on the Son of God hath life;" you have eternal
life in principle within you, and, thorofore, you have good reason to offer
the sacrifice of praise to God continually. (iii.) If we belong to the holy
priosthood, God has wrought in us love to God. This is not natural to
man, for" the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to
tho law of God, neither indeed can be" (Rom. viii. 7). vVhorovcr lovo
to God, howovor, is found in a man, God has, in His grace, implantod it
in tho hcart, according to His new covenant promise, " A no\\' heart also
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will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you; and I will take
away the stony 118art out of your flesh, and I will give you a heart of
fleKh" (Ezekiel xxxvi. 26). Oh, if you feel your heart melted
with bleeding, dying love, why is it? It is because God the Spirit has
wrought love in you, and you are able to say, "We love Him because
He first loved us" (1 John iv. 19), and, therefore, you have good reason
to offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually.
2. And then thanksgiving is a spiritual sacrifice. The Psalmist says,
" Oh that men would praise the Lord for His goodness, and for His
wonderful works to the children of men! And let them sacrifice the
sacrifices of thanksgiving, and declare His works with rejoicing" (Psalm
cvii. 21, 22). Man is naturally most unthaukful to Gad; he lives without God in his natural condition; and, though ha receivos tho bounties
of God daily-·-though God is ovor convincing man on overy hand of his
dependence upon God for everything he enjoys-yet oh how un thankful
:he is! But, if we belong to God's holy priesthood, we havo abundant
cause for thankfulness to God; and therefore the exhortation addressed
to the holy priesthood is, "Offer unto God the sacrifice of thanksgiving."
Here let us look at the causes of thanksgiving.
(i.) One cause of thanksgiving is the gift of Christ. This gift is
unspeakable, because all the blessings of life and salvation are contained
in the gift; and therefore the Apostle bi-eaks out, ""Tlianks be unto
God for His unspeakable gift" (2 Corinthians ix. 15). Oh, if you feel
interested in the gift of Christ; if you are a partaker of the blessings of
Christ's salvation, God has called you to ofl'er tho sacrifice of thanksgiving.
(ii.) Another cause of thanksgiving is, God causing grace to l'e~p over
sin. Paul experienced this, though conscious of an inward confliCt:'''TIle flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh:
and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the
things that ye would" (Gal. v. 17). Yet he says, "I thank God through
Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of
God; but with the flesh the law of sin" (Rom. vii. 25). Yes, and God
is faithful; He will not forsake the work of His gracious hands. Though
sin dwells in the Christian, and often causes sorrow; though he is often
afraid that sin will have dominion over him, yet God has thus far kept
him, and been better to him than all his fears: he has, therefore, as
belonging to the holy priesthood, cause for offering unto God the sacrifice
of thanksgiving.
(iii.) Another cause of thanksgiving is, God givmg victory
over death.
True it is that death is the wages of sin, and- sin
stin'gs the conscience in prospect of a coming judgment; but if
you belong, through grace, to the holy priesthood, Christ has conquered death on your "behalf. "Forasmuch as the children are
partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself likewise took part of the
same; that through death He might destroy him that had the power of
death, that is, the devil" (Heb. ii. 14). The language which God puts
into the mouth of the priesthood is, "0 death, where is thy sting? 0
grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death is sin; and the strength
of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Cor. xv. 55-57). Oh, if a sinner be
interested in Him who is the Conqueror of death, he has cause for offering unto God the sacrifice of thanksgiving.
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(iv.) Another eau. e of thanksgiving is God's providential blessings.
What a blessed promise is that which God gives to the holy priesthood:
" The Lord Goli is a suu and shield: the Lord will give grace and glory:
no good thing will lIe withhold from them that walk uprightly" (Psalm
Ix,·xiv. 11). It is an unspeakable blessing for God to grant temporal
.good. To ancient Israel Moses said, "The Lord thy God hath blessed
thee in all the works of thy hand: He knoweth thy walking through this
great wilderness: these forty years the Lord thy God hath been with
thee; thou h~st lacked n91hi~g" (Deut. ii. 7). Now, if God in His
grace have-'consecrated you for the holy priesthood, He will give
you to feel that every temporal blessing is a mercy; and, therefore, oh
what abundant cause you have to offer unto God the sacrifice of thanksgiving for all the blessings of His providence, as well as the free gifts of
His grace!
, But some poor, feelingly-helpless sinner will be ready to say, "I feel .
Iit to be a privilege to offer unto God the sacrifice of thanksgiving, yet I
\ feel I have a very uuthankful heart, and I need grace to help' me,
1to offer unto God this sacrifice of thanksgiving.
And 'God grant
that you may always feel your need of this grace to help you. To all
who have this feeling-and it is a feeling common among the holy priesthoud-the Apostle says, "We have not an high priest which cannot be
touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted
like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time
of need " (Heb. iv. 15, 16).
3. The Scriptures also speak of the sacrifice of joy. This is a spiritual
sacrifice, David says, "And now shall mine head be lifted up above mine
enemies round about me : therefore will I offer in His tabernacle sacrifices
of joy; I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto the Lord" (Psalm
xxvii. 6). A sinner, consecrated by God to the holy priesthood, is a partaker of Christ's joy. "These things have I spoken unto you, that my
joy" (as the God-man Meditator in having finished my work, in obedience
to my Father's will) "might remain in you, and that your joy might
be full" (John xv. 11). And the language which the Holy Ghost addresses to the holy priesthood respecting the Lord Jesus Christ is, "Whom
having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see Him not, yet
believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory" (1 Peter
; i. 8). If this is your language-if there are times when the Holy
Spirit gives you such a felt interest in atoning blood that ;you are
conscious of being made a partaker of ajoy which is unspeakable and full
of glory-your business is to offer unto God this sacrifice of joy from
whom it comes. It's a joy arising from a sense of pardoning love and
mercy-it's the joy of salvation.
4. The Scriptures also speak of a broken and contrite heart as a
sacrifice which God will not despise. If God have consecrated you
for the holy priesthood, you are not a stranger to a broken and
contrite heart on account of sin. You will feel as' David felt when he
said, "I acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me"
(Psalm li. 3), and, therefore, your business is to offer unto God the
sacrifice of a brolcon and contrite heart, which God will not despise.
Instead of despising such a sacrifice, God delights in it. Why? Because
it is the work of His gr[tcious hands.
5. 'i'he Scriptures fllrther speak of the sacrifice of doing good. "But
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to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God
is well pleased" (Heb. xiii. 16). The business of the holy priesthood is
to do good to all men, especially to those who are of the household of
faith. And how are they to do good? By helping any that need help.
Paul, in writing to the Ohristians at Philippi, said, "I have all, and
abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which
were sent from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable,
well-pleasing to God" (Phil. iv. 18). By rendering to any of the household of faith help to relieve their temporal necossities in time of need, we are
offering up to God a sacrifice acceptable, well-pleasing to Him. And then,
bear in mind, Ohristian, it is your business in this world to do good to men
in every possible way. You are not to t;tand aloof from men because they do
not belong to the household of faith; you aro to "do good unto all men," I
as you have opportunity, but" especially unto them who are of the housohold of faith" (Gal. vi. 10). Why? Because they belong to the same
redeemed family to which, through grace, you belong. It is said of our
blessed Lord, "He went about doing good" (Acts x. 38). Seek, then,
to do good. Don't be satisfied by living to enjoy the great blessings of
salvation yourself, but seek to benefit others. Tell them of the Lord's
goodness to you-of the Lord's covenant faithfulness in dealing with you;
weep with those that weep; try to comfort those who need comforting
in a substantial form; let it be seen and felt that you have a sympathizing
heart for your fellow-creaturos, but espocially for those who are of the
household of faith.
6. Lastly, there is the sacrifice of a holy and consistent life. Mark
the exhortation addressed to the holy priesthood, "I beseech you therefore,
brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service"
(Rom. xii. 1). The business of the priesthood is to show forth the praise
of Him who hath called them out of darkness into His marvellous light;
to walk }lot according to the flesh, but according to the leadings of the
Spirit. Live in sin! Impossible! if God hath consecrated you for the
holy priesthood. " Be ye clean, that bear the vessels of the Lord" (Isa.
lii. 11) was the exhortation addressed to the priests of old. All true bolievers, as God's priests, are vessels of mercy, and the same exhortation
applies to them. "Ye are clean," says Ohrist to all the holy priesthood,
" through the word (quickening, cleansing word) which I have spoken unto
you" (John xv. 3); and, if clean, your business, dear reader, i n t to
turn again to uncleanness, but to let it be seen, by your con i tont lli , your
chaste conversation, and your b coming walk, that youare Clean. " Ye
shall be'unto me," saith God to era ,1,( 0. kingd m of prieste, and an
holy nation. These are the words whioh Thou shalt s:peo.k unto the children of Israel" (Exodus xix. 6). The words are mtended for God's
spiritual Israel, as God's prieshood. They are not oalled upon to' be holy
in themselves-as sinful and corrupt they will never be this-human
nature will never be holy; yet the priesthood aro holy in the sense that
they are made partakers of Ohrist's holiness by faith; and they are called
upon to let this inward holiness be made manifest by their consistent life
and outward deportment before the world. "Let your light so shine before
men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which
is in heaven" (Matt. v. 16). What light does our Lord mean? Your
light of grace, which, in prlllciple, is holiness in the heart. Well, then,
so.ys Jesus, "Let it shine before men i" in other words, " Be ye holy, for I
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am holy," saith tho Lord. "Holiness becometh Thine house, 0 Lord,"
is the langua~e of the whole house of spiritual Israel, as forming the holy
priesthood. l'his holy life, then, dear reader, you are called upon to offer
unto od, as a sacrifice, continually. Now, all these sacrifices which we
have mentioned, are called" spiritual sacrifices" (1 Peter ii. 5). Why so
called? B cause they are offered by spiritual persons-true believers,
who oonstitute the holy priesthood. Their business in this sinful world is
to offer up these sacrifices continually. Seek, then, dear reader, to be true
to your calling. Seek grace from on high to qualify you to perform your
business in this world.
HI. And now we have to consider by wl!mn these spiritual sacrifices a're
acceptablc to God.-They are " acceptable to God by Jesus Ohrist" (1 Pet.
ii. 5). All the sacrifices of Ohristians, as God's holy priesthood, must be
offered by or through Ohrist Jesus. Why? Because He is the one
great High Priest; He entered through the voil (His flesh) into the holy
of holies by His own blood, and He ever liveth (what for?) "to make
intercession for us." That which makes all the sacrifices of the priesthood acceptable to God, is the rich atoning blood of the Lord Jesus
Ohrist. And here let it bo remembered that in shedding His blood He
suffered" the Just for the unjust." He was just personally, He was absolutely free from sin; He came into the world without the least taint of
sin upon Him, yet He endured the curse of the broken law of God in the
s~ad of His people. Why? That He might redeem His people from
all iniquity, and bring them into a condition to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God through Him. By His sufferings and death He
became the Mediator between God and man. He went through all the
stages of His humiliation; He humbled and humblod Himself until Ho
became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Now all tho
priesthood are united to Him; they 0.1'0 members of His body, of His flesh,
and of His bones: and by virtue of this union they are accepted of God
in Him, and all thoir sorvices and sacrifices are also acceptable through
llim, as tho one and only Mediator between God and man. Everlasting
praisos, thorefore, be on the head of the Lamb slain; so say all the holy
priesthood. Why? Because they are made partakers of all the benefits
Howing from His sufferings and death. Seek grace from God, then, dear
reader, to realize your union to Ohrist, and your personal interest in
Him. May the Lord stir you up to self-examination, so that you may
not rest satisfied unless you are conscious of continually offering up such
spiritual sacrifices as are acceptable to God through the one and only
Mediator, Jesus Ohrist!
l'yldcsley.
J. J. EAsTMEAD.
AOTS I. 11.
ONCE Christ was upon the earth.
Why did He come? And why, after
coming, did lIo depart?
It was nocossary that He should comoI. '1'0 ~(/cr for sin. It was necessary that He should departH. To pt'cscnt His offering. The result of His offering and prescnta[·ion isHI. The gift and mighty working of the Holy Ghost to reveal and apply
the rcc1C'lllption of Christ.
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Ho left [l, promise to come again.
And, now tho question is, "How will He come?"
1. Personally. The same in person and manner. Not our going to Him
by death. Not His coming spiritually. Not one oftwo Messiahs, as held
by the Jows.
2. Loeally. To the air (1 Thess. iv. 17), and to Olivet (Zech. xiv. 4).
3. Visibly. "Every eye shall see Him" (Rev. i. 7): i.e., every eye of
those alive at the time.
4. Gloriously. As represented on the holy mount: in flaming fire, in
the clouds, with angels and a sounding trumpot.
5. Suddenly. To the world like lightning, as a thief; but expectedly to
those who aro childron of the day (1 Thoss. v. '1).
6. G1'aeiously. As High Priest, to bless, to tmnsform, to glorify, and
to receive to Himself His own people.
R. CORNALL.
Bristol.
WALKING WITH GOD.
A MOST remarkable chapter is the fifth chapter of Genesis. It contains
a genealogy of the descent and descendants of the patriarchs from Adam
to N oah. We there read of each respecting the number of his familythe years allotted to his earthly pilgrimage-and then, in distinct and
monotonous tones, we are told that he died.
We have heard of a person who was led to soek the Lord, and become
" wise unto salvation" through hearing this solemn chapter read by a godly
minister. It may be described as a leaflet from the Book of Revelation,
proclaiming the universality of death. Generation after generation, we
there see, is born, and disappears. But, in the 24th verse, we come to a
green spot-an oasis in the dreary desert-and read these marvellous and
refreshing words: "And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for
God took him."
Let us notice, first, Enoch's character.
He is described as one who" walked with God." This is the noblest
thing that can be said of any human creature. Why, friendship with
earthly majesty is universally esteemed a most enviable position. To
dine at the table of the Queen, for instance; attend her parties; ride out
with her; accompany her in her walks: these things are considered most
honourable, and greatly to be desired. But what are these in comparison
of walking with the King of kings? with Him who made all things,
who wields the thunder and the lightning, and" in whom we live, and
move, and have our being? "
There is, however, a grand difference between the friendship of God
and an earthly monarch's, in regard to its attainment; for, while the
society of earthly royalty must of necessity be limited to a very few of
even the highest grades of society, the fellowship of God is unrestricted,
and attainable by all who desire it, being" without money and without
price; " for He has declared by His servant Peter, that" God is no respecter
of persons"-yea, the poorer the wretch, the more welcome he is.
All men in their natural state are unfit to walk with God. "How can
two walk together, except they are agreed?" '·God and man are opposed
to each other. Man looks upon the Almighty as his foe. He turns his
face from Him-tries to run away from Him, and hide himself from His
piercing eyes. He dreads the light of the Sun of Righteousness, as our
1.
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Lord said, "Men love darkness rather than light, because their deeds are
evil." More than this, the ullrenoweu hoart is "enmity against God;
is not subjoct to the law of God, noither iudood ~an be," and desires no
knowledgo of God's wnys.
'rhus mun's sad condition unfits him for fellowship with God. Is the
beggar in the streot, or the convict in the prison, a fit companion for earthly
majesty? Even so the human soul, before it is in a condition to walk with
God, must be washed from its defilement, stripped of its filthy garments, and
olothed with a fit and spotless robe. Man, to be God's companion, must
be born from on high-must inherit a new nature-" old things must
pass away, and all things become new." His thoughts and desires must
be in harmony with God's will. Man naturally is sinful-God is holy.
The unclean, therefore, cannot walk with Him who is of " purer eyes than
to behold iniquity."
God's purposes with regard to His people must be fulfilled, and He has
said, " I will dwell in them and walk in them; I will be their God, and
they shall be my people." "I will write my law in their hearts, and
they shall not depart from Die." Thus Enoch had a new and holy nature
imparted to him. By faith he saw the coming Messiah, and washed in
the Fountain open d for sin and all uncleanness. He was one of that
happy nnmber who" had passed from death unto life."
Let us notice some of the true characteristics of " walking with God."
1. Persons who thus walk are lmmble and contrite before Him.
Nothing is so abominable in the sight of God as pride and hardness of
heart. Thus we read, "He resisteth the proud and giveth grace to the
humble ;" and the prophet is directed to declare, "To this man will I look,
and with him will I dwell, who is of an humble and contrite spirit, and
that trembleth at my word." So David writes, "The sacrifices of God are
a broken spirit; a broken and a contrite heart, 0 God, Thou wilt not despise."
Our Lord also declared that" ha that humbleth himself shall be exalted."
Wo may be certain of this, that there is no grace mora lovely in the
lledeemer's oyes than humility. And the great Apostle tells us we are to be
clothed with this beautiful grace. There is nothing which humbles us like
• "walking With God." Well might Job exclaim, "I have heard of Thee'
by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth Thee. Wherefore I abhor
myself in dust and ashes." From that moment the tide turned. AfHiction
had accomplished its end. Job was humbled before God, felt that he was
a sinful being, and unable to do anything, whilst J ehovah could do everything.
Listen how the prophet Isaiah cries out under a sight of the Lord: ' , Woe
is me, for I am undone, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in
the midst of a people of unclean lips, for mine eyes have seen the King,
the Lord of hosts." Blessed humility and contrition which makes Christ
everything, and the sinner nothing!
" In this posture let me live,
And hosannas daily give;
In this temper let me die,
And hosannas ever cry."
2. Prayer is another characteristic of those who walk with God.
All tho Lord's poolJle are a praying people. This is the sure mark of
a child of God, and as Hart beautifully writes" Long as ChriaLians live, they pray."
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'1'hey pray like Daniel, though death be the consequence. They" 010y
God rather than men i" and He has said, "Men ought always to pray, aad
not to faint."
'1'hey pray like N athaniel under the fig-tree, when no eye sees them
uut the Omnipotent. Yea, they love secret prayer the most of all; for,
as an old divine says, "While public prayer waters the leaves of our profession, secret prayer waters the roots."
No man can walk close with God, except he be a man of much secret
and earnest prayer. This was the spring of success that attended our
godly reformers, and gave them a power that nono were able to gainsay.
LUTHER would never have shaken the power of Rome, except by the
powerful wrestling in prayer with tho mighty God of J acob. I am afraid
the Ohurch, in these rationalistic times, knows little about this wondrous
power.
We may be assured that 110 man over accomplished a good or great
work for God, save by the instrument of prayer.
Then, if we remember that God's people are a tried people, we shall see
how their very circumstances tend to drive them to Him who alone can
assist them and make them strong and holy.
"Long as our fiery trials last,
Long as the cross we bear;
Oh, let our souls on Thee be cast
In ncvcr.ceasing praycr!"
3. Another certain evidence of "walking with God" is having confidence in Him.
We must believe that "He is, and that He is the Rewarder of them
that diligently seek Him." How dark sometimes is the way of life!
" Then is the time to trust the Lord."
At such periods, unbelief suggests that God has forsaken us. We have no
light, but" a darkness that may be felt." God is trying our faith. How
blessed, then, to say with Job, "Though He slay me, yet will I trust in
Him! " "If I perish, I will perish at His feet." "I know whom I have
believed." " All things work together for good to them that love God,
and are the called according to His purpose."
Then what dangers beset the believer's path. He has foes and temptations within and without. And the greatest of all the fears of a child of
God is that of falling into sin and bringing disgrace upon His blessed
Master's religion. How inexpressibly sweet is the promise, "Sin shall
not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under
grace! "
Thus, when we are in the greatest dangers and fears, we must place our
hand in our Lord's, as a little child does in the hand of his father when
he seeks his protection and guidance. We must believe that, although
we do not get what we desire, yet we are sure to have what is best for us.
" My Jesus, as Thou wilt!
Oh, may Thy will bermine!
Into Thy hand of love
I would my all resign."
4. They who walk with God walk obediently.
Believers are to "obey God rather than man." His W Ql'd must be
their gui~e. The soul must be in harmony with God's WIll. "Speak, Lord,
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for Thy servant heareth," should be the attitude of the heart. God's Word
must be reverenced and loved. All the truly godly became so by layillg"
up, and hiding this precious Word in their hearts. We must go to it, llnd
obit. God's Word must be our guide, our food, our sanlJtlfier, our
strengt. We should have the spirit of the Psalmist, who said, " 0 how
I love Thy law! It is dearer to me than thousands of gold and silver."
Without this ardent love of God's Word we shall find it an impossibility
to obey Him rightly. We are told that "the sword of the Spirit is the
Word of God." Without that sword there cannot be a denial of beloved
flesh-we cannot cut off the right hand, or pluck out the right eye.
"To obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams."
We cannot learn this except by the Holy Ghost. He must give the obedient
spirit, so that we may exclaim with Saul of Tarsus, "What wilt Thou
have me to do ? " U nti! man is brought into this state he is a rebel against
God, and, living and dying in that condition, he shall never see light.
What a necessity for each one of us to put up a daily prayer for more
obedience, so that we may be in entire harmony with Him who is the
Fountain of wisdom, truth, and love!
"Lord, take my heart, assert Thy right,
And put all other loves to flight."
Let us now consider Enoch's end: "He was not; for God took Him."
His end is described as different to the other patriarchs. They all died.
He was" translated, so that he should not see death."
There wasdoubtless a change, in the twinkling of an eye, for" flesh
and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of heaven." Enoch thus disappeared in the flesh. He went to heaven by express. God took him;
He who rides upon the wings of the wind, and whose chariots are" twenty
thousand, evon thousands of angels."
Enoch did not, however, change company-he only changed places.
Before, he walked by faith; now, he sees face to face, and knows even as
he is known.
" 0 the delights, the heavenly joys,
The glories of the place
Where Jesus sheds the brightest beams
Of His o'erfiowing grace!"

I

Those believers who die suddenly approach nearest to Enoch's translation; for " sudden death is sudden glory" to them.
Language fails to express the bliss of those who" sleep in Jesus."
" Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints." " Blessed
are the dead which die in the Lord; for they rest from their labours and
their works do follow them."
,
" In vain our fancy tries to paint
The IIloment after death;
The glories that surround the saint,
When yielding up his breath."
John givos us a glimpse of that happy state, when he wrote, "I heard
the voice of harpers harping with their harps, and they sang as it were a
new song."
Shall we sing that heavenly song? If so, we must walk with God on
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the earth as Enoch of old did, beginning the melody here as the Psalmist
sweetly says, "Thy statutes have been my songs in the house of my
pilgrimage." What need we have to cry out with the poet,
" Nearer, my God, to Thee-nearer to Thee!"
For may it not be truly said of even tho best, "They follow their Lord
afar off?"
K W.
NOTES ON 1 COR. XV. 22-30.
VERSE 22. "For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made
alive." Alive, not only by the new-birth regeneration, but also for resurrection glory.
23. "Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at His
coming." The dead and living: the dead raised in incorruption to glorystate, and the living changed to the same state-" that are Christ's at His
coming."
24. "Then cometh the end, when He shall deliver up the kingdom" (of
the resurrection) "to God the Father:" and put down all rule on earth.
25 and 26. As written literally.
27. "For He" (the Father) "hath put all things under His feet.
But He is excepted" -that £s, His human nature.
28. "And when all things shall be subdued unto Him, then shall the
Son also" (as Man, as part of the resurrection kingdom) "be subject
unto Him" (the Father) "that put all things under Him" (Christ), "that
God" (or Godhead) "may be all in all."
29. "Else" (unless all the foregoing are truths) "what shall they do
which are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not at all? why are they
then baptized for the dead?" Christ says, "I have a baptism to be baptized with" (Luke xii. 50). Here Christ calls His death baptism. By
" baptized for the dead" I understand the baptism of the Holy Ghost into
Christ's death by faith-the faith of God's elect: "What shall they do who
are thus baptized, if the dead rise not at all?" This baptism of the Holy
Ghost into Christ's death, burial, and resurrection by faith, is, in my
judgment, being" baptized for the dead," and buried with Him in baptism
also: nothing more nor less than a part and lot in His death, burial, and
resurrection.
30. "And why stand we)n jeopardy every hour ?" First, for a personal abiding assurance of our part in this death. Second, this doctrine
we preach puts us in hourly jeopardy, and why do we endure this if it is
not true?
The poor worm who writes this appeals affectionately to his dearly-beloved fellow-heirs of eternal life among the Baptists not to take offence,
for we love them for truth's sake. We read their very strong expressions
about" immersion, tables of devils," &c. ; but we love them still. We are
a little family, depend upon it; God grant that Satan may not part us in
spirit through this one point! Remember how lovingly dear Huntington
took into his church persons immersed, and, in many cases, gave individuals who wished to be immersed a guinea to go to be immersed, and
at once took them into his church! V; as his " a table of devils" ?
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"MIGHTY TO SAVE."
no dislike to any sect or party, but I do hate Calvinism." So
said one who only gave expression to the thought of multitudes in our
day, who, by words and pen, do not scruple to pronounce the revealecl
truths of the Bible, " atrocious doctrines." But the root of this enmity
is simply explained in God's Word: "The natural man receiveth not the
things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither
can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned." And the
remedy for this disease, inherited from Adam, is set forth in these few
words of our Lord: "Ye must be born again." But the doctrines of
grace have another aspect to the world which carries with it the offence
of the cross. " I don't admire your favourite preacher," observed one
friend to another. " And why?" was the inquiry. " Because he is so
very exclusive." "Then 'tis quite plain he excluded you, and you did
not like it," was the friend's rejoinder.
Now, this forms a very important reason why so many professors set
themselves so vehemently against the doctrines of grace. Ask them about
God's dealings with their souls-as to the new birth-the pardon of sinthe knowledge of their interest in Christ-the particular application of
His blood-the Spirit's use of the word in sealing truth upon the heart
or relieving the mind through the promise: all these special and personal
acts they know nothing of; and what wonder that they should fly out in a
rage at the preachers who stand up and declare the truths of personal
election, particular redemption, individual pardon, and the sovereignty of
God in calling and keeping His elect, all of which are special acts for and
in the believer? Calvinism, as a creed, no doubt, might find favollr in
the eyes of somo men of logical minds and good common sense-men who
start from this point, that the Creator of the world has a right to do as
He will with His own creation, and as omnipotent, can carry out His own
designs, and, having planned the scheme of salvation, can accomplish the
plan devised. But when these doctrines are preached experimentally, the
creed of the notionalist is no help to receiving them into the heart.
Their exclusive character, when set forth by the power of a Spiritministry, creates disgust, and the doctrines fare the same fate as the
hoarcled manna of ancient days (Exocl. xvi. 20), or become an excuse for
ungodliness.
But God has not left Himself without witness to His own truth. His
people in every age are but a little flock, and He has marked out the time
and means when each sheep must be gathered into the fold: He has His
shepherds, whom He appoints to their particular work, and now, as of
old, He sends forth His disciples" whither He Himself would come."
The word" that goes forth out of His mouth shall prosper in the thing
whereto He sends it;" whether it be for conviction, conversion, enlightenment, liberty, enjoyment, a savour of life unto life or of death
unto death-a Sanctuary to some, a stone of stumbling to others-a rock
of offonce to some, a Refuge to others. But men to whom God has
revealed His secrets, and who have obtained mercy of the Lord to be
faithful, find that they have not taken up a religion that costs them
nothing. It is now as of old: "In afflictions, in necessities, in distresses,
by the word of truth, by the power of God, by honour and dishonour, by
evil report and good report, as deceivers and yet true." Nothing a Spirittaught minister can do or say will please the world. Our Lord proclaimed
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the same faot. " We have piped unto you, and ye have not danced; we
have mourned unto you, and ye have not lamented." Neither the severity
of John nor the compassion of our Lord found favour with the Jews of
their generation; and even so is it now. It is truth in its vitality which
produces the enmity of the world. The life of a believer, if he never
uttered a word, condemns and enrages the unregenerate. Their creed in
itself must needs be objectionable, because it is God's creed, and is
antagonistic to every natural man's notion of what is truth; but it is the
life that gives the offence-which calls out tho rancour and malice of
opponents-who invent or exaggerate faults-that will cast a shade over
the character, to bring dishonour upon the truths that aro proclaimed.
But "there is nothing new under the sun," and those who preach
under opposition, and those that hear under persecution, find that human
nature now is the same that it was before the flood. Noah's tcstimony,
as a preacher of righteousness, would not meet with any better reception
in our day than in his. And thus God's truth draws the line of separation between the Church and the world, between the elect and the reprobate, between the regenerate and the ungodly; even as we read, "They
are of the. world, therefore speak they of the world, and the world heareth
them. We are of God." God's quickened and qualified ministers, who
preach the truth, are not changed into angels at conversion, nor live without faults. The Apostle told the saints of his day that they had the
treasure of truth "in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power
might be of God, and not of them." God calls His ministers as He did
Abraham, "alone," and the preacher who proclaims the doctrine of election on Sunday, is often taught this lesson in his family all the week,
that souls are "born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of God." The foundation of all true religion is laid in
this solemn statement, "Ye must be born again;" all short of this is
formality, hypocrisy, or infidelity.
Among the army of double-doctrine men, it is refreshing to pick up such
sermons as are preached in St. John's Church, TUIilbridge Wells*'. Here
we have no admixture of creature-ability, no wild and general views, no
offers and proffers of grace, no playing fast and loose with the verities of
the Gospel, making God the Author of salvation in the beginning of the
discourse, and before the close placing all the power in the hands of man.
We have in these sermons plain honest truth in full-weight measure.
Man lost and ruined in the fall, recovered and restored 1y Almighty
power in covenant purpose before all worlds by the Trinity in unity, who
each bear a glorious part in the salvation and restoration of the Church
of God. From Mr.. ~ sermons we give the following extracts;-

" Mighty to save."-IsA. lxiii. 1.
" 'Mighty to save!' What are we to understand by these words?
Some will tell you that Christ came into the world to put all men into
a salvable state, i.e., to make the salvation of all men possible by their
own efforts. Miserable delusion this: sad teaching and dangerous heresy.
Christ came to do no such thing. He came into the world not to put men
into any state whereby they can save themselves-in this case He would
have been no Saviour at all-but He camo into the world to put men,
His lost sheep, His elect, those given Him of the Father from all eternity,
in a SAYED state; Himself doing all the work of salvation in all its com;I<
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pletenes , £n each ofth m, and/or oach of them, from first to last; Himself beginnin~1 ontinuing, and porfecting salvation till translation to
glory. 'I glVO unto them tornnl life, and they shall never perish,
neith r shall any pluck them out of my Father's hands.'
" h, what moan, pitiful, and unworthy ideas have numbers of so-called
Ohristians of Him whose name they falsely assume! So far from honouring Ohrist as God, numbers would fain make Him of less power than
themselves. A Saviour, indeed, they call Him, but do they look upon and
treat Him as such? N ay, say they in effect, 'Christ having died for the
whole world, we have nothing to do but believe and make an outward
profession of faith in Him, which, in these days, is easy enough; and any
shortcomings His blood will amply atone for; therefore at death we need
not fear.'
"But there is another delusion into which multitudes fall in our day,
and that is, that it is possible for souls to perish for whom Christ died.
Talk of One' mighty to save' losing any for whom He came to die: was
there ever such an absurdity? And yet this is the popular theology of
our day. Yos, men clever in the letter of Scripture, learned in the original
languages in which the sacred oracles were written, will talk after this
manner, saying, that many perish everlastingly for whom Christ died.
Was there ever heard greater treason against Christ ? Was there ever
conceived greater dishonour to Jesus, let alone the illogical nature of such
a conclusion? and yet this is the belief of many teachers and hearers in
the visible Church. Did I believe this of my precious Saviour, I never
could call Him ' mighty to save.' But thanks to the God of all grace for
teaching me differently. Thanks to the Holy Spirit for anointing mine
eyes with His eye-salve to see salvation by Christ quite in another light;
and thanks to a blessed Saviour for so opening my understanding as to
enable me to comprehend, and my heart to realize, His all-sufficiency and
ability to save unto the uttermost all who come to God by Him. Oh, for
ever blessed be His holy name for so conclusively proving to me from
Scripturo that not one for whom He died can possibly be lost. Oh, my
hearors, my heart's desire for you is, that you may know Christ as He
really is, a mighty Saviour. My earnest wish for you is, that you may
comprehend with all saints what is the height and breadth and length
anu depth of the love of God in Christ's salvation, which passeth knowledge. If the Holy Ghost only teach you this, Christ will be so formed
in your hearts that you will never more have any mean or unworthy
,-thoughts concerning salvation by Christ. You will see therein a perfect
work as relates to the Father, Son, and Spirit. The Father electing a
people for Himself to salvation; the Son redeeming them thereunto; and
the. Holy Ghost quickening and sanctifying them to this glorious end.
fro these (and these only) is salvation secured; and, however much a
worlu lying in the wicked one may object to such a blessed truth, the
overlasting purpose of J ehovah shall be accomplished; and when the last
s]loep is addeu to the fold of the Good Shepherd, then shall salvation be
fully admircd and highly esteemed. Such is salvation by Him who is
, mighty to savo.' He is mighty to bring men to salvation by repentanco towaru Gou anu faith in Himself; mighty to quicken souls' dead
in trespassos and sins;' mighty to turn men from their iniquities;
mighty in making sinners willing in the day of His power, to come to
Him for salvation; mighty to keep them in so blessed a state as salvation, when saved; migllty to preserve them through life in spite of
l' T 2
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enemies, difficulties, hindrances, corruptions; mighty to bring every
heir of glory safe into the Father's presence, there to dwell for evermore.
"Jesus, 'mighty to save.' 'Vhat does this teach? That if God has begun
a good work upon any man's heart, however vile and sinful and corrupt
his former life, however hardcncd aud indifferent and careless he may
have been, that work shall never be marrcd, and that work shall igsue in
triumphant success, in spite of all the powors of earth and hell. Hence
'learn that salvation is not an offer for man to accept or reject as he
pleases; but it is a free gift which God givcs to whom He will: and
Jesus is mighty to save Glvery such soul whom God hath from all eternity
given to Him by covenant to be plucked as a brand from the burning, all
of which shall be done in the appointed time by Him wllo is 'mighty to
save.' This is commonly called Oalvinistic doctrine. It is none other
than the teaching of the Bible and of the Holy Ghost; and, however
much carnal professors and nominal Ohristians may rail against it, it
shall prevail in the purpose whereto God hath sent it, in bringing Ohrist's
sheep into His fold, out of the midst of a naughty world, that they may
be saved by Him for ever: and thus is seen in the Ohurch of God from
day to day, and in the world, that Jesus really is what the Word of God
declares, 'mighty to save.' "
We might lengthen our cords and strengthen our stakes by increasing
our extracts from this volume of sermons did space admit. All honour
to the ministers, and to the mighty grace of God in them, who, in a day
of defection like the present, are made honest to the truths God has committed to their trust. It was enjoined upon ancient Israel, while travelling through the wilderness, to pitch by their own standard (Numbers ii.),
and woe be to those who, from fear of man, carnal policy, and self-interest, handle the Word of God deceitfully. The condition of others, who,
with twilight views of truth, in honest ignorance preach as much as they
know, are men to be respected. With regenerated life in their souls, they
tell their people of sin and salvation, sound and clear as to a feeling sense
of sin, and their feeling need of Jesus. They preach from exercised
hearts under Divine teaching, and "to them that hath shall more be
given." Truth shall be opened up to them in God's time. "They alsothat erred in spirit shall come to understanding, and they that murmured
shall learn doctrine."
Very different are these to the class of teachers who have one set of
doctrines for the morning and another for the evening-who preach a
Gospel offour letters in the morning, as described by the word" done," and
a Gospel of two letters in the evening, which puts all the work upon the
poor ruined, fallen creature, man, and tells him he must begin to do. But
this charms the sinner. Give him the least atom to do, and he goes
home in thorough good humour with himself and the preacher. Let
him be told God has an elect people, and has made n covenant for them,
" ordered in all things and sure," and this secux s their salvation, he will
not be offended if this is added, "You nave only to believe, and by
believing to make all this your own; " or ngain, "Oome, and allow God
to exercise His sovereign power on your behnlf; " and again, "It is your
part to consent to lean upon this tried Oorner-stone. It is your part to
believe and accept Ohrist as this precious Oorner-stone." We quote from
sermons recently heard in different localities. But this turns it upon
creature-ability, and the Oalvinism in the discourse, however strong, is
endured because of this little morsel so sweet to human pride, fostering
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the fatal idea that man has s m thing to do, and can do it if he wiU,
and som day, wh n it suits him, ho will tUl'll to God and believe and bo
saved. But th
v nant f grit e includes believing "This is the work
of G d, that y b liev ," and two invariable results follow-repentance
nnd I'emission of sins-not left to the creature to perform as conditions,
but p r~ rm d by God in the creature as evidences, arising out of covenant
engag ments fulfilled by Him who is "MIGHTY TO SAVE,"

£!£XlnUltS anh !ttrt£s trf £!£rmons.
NOTES OF A FUNERAL SERMON ON THE LATE
MR. GEORGE TILDESLEY, OF OHOWBENT
(WHO mED ON THE HTIl JULY, 187l, AOED GB YEAllS),

BY TilE nEV, ALF1mD HEWLETT, D.D., AT ASl'LEY CHURCH, SUNDAY, AUG, GTIl.
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on tho occasion-Vi, 407, 410.

"Blossi,tg, and honour, and .qlory, and powcr, bc tmto Him tl!at sittctl. upon
thc throne, and unto the Lamb for evcr and ever."-REv. v. 13.
( j TIm circumstances by which we have been surrounded within the last
few weeks are of a very solemn character. God is speaking to us in His
"Vord and by His preached Gospel continually, and is saying, 'Be ye
also ready, for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.'
God has spoken to us by His providence. First one and then another
have been stricken down without a moment's warning; and whatever
their state then was before God, that their state now is: and you know,
dear friends, it is an awful consideration-ifwe believe God's holy Word,
if we have any faith at all in that holy Word, it is an awful reflectionthat fellow-creatures are so living as that when death strikes them down
in a moment, we have nothing on which we can ground a hope respecting
thoir etel'1lal safety. Now this speaks to everyone, 'Be ye also ready.'
If you are living in sin, and despising the grace of God, as manifested
by the Lord Jesus Ohrist, you cannot be ready to stand in the presence
of Rim' who so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth on Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.'
And so, on the other hand, 'Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord.'
Even so, saith the Spirit; 'they rest from their labours, and their works
do follow them.'
Thank God, we have encouragements as well as
discouragements. Thank God, we can speak of those who are blessed,
liviug and dying in the Lord, as well as of those who have been cut off
in their sins.
"I have called your attention to the words of my text this afternoon,
because they were the last words, with the exception of hallelujah, ever
uttered on earth by one who worshipped in this house of God during
noarly all the time of my ministry here, now verging hard on forty years,
during which time he has been regularly an attendant in the house of
God, a diligent teacher in the Sabbath-school, and in all things walking
with humility and simplicity of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and with
reliance on Ris grace. When on his death-bed, and knowing he was
about to dopart and be with Jesus, his utterances were all of confidence
in the merits of the Lord Jesus Ohrist, and he wound all up with shouting,

558

I

The Gospel Magazine.

, Hallelujah! hallelujah!' so that persons in the house adjoining that iu
which he lived could not only hear the sound of his voice, but could distinguish the words he said. You may say, with Balaam of old, 'Let me
die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be like his,' but if you
are to die the death of the righteous, you must also love the life of the
righteous. The grace of God is not limited, and though He does sometimes snatch a brand from the burning, as was the case with the thief on
tho cross, it is not for us to presume anything of this sort with respect to
our own circumstances; the three letters NOW aro all that belong to us
in which to call on the Lord J esns Christ for forgivenoss of our sins. If
our del}arted brother had asked me to preach from this toxt, he would
not have asked me to speak of himself, but to spoak of the Lord J esns
Christ and His salvation, as being his own ground of hopo and confldonco.
I rarely preach what is called a flmeral sermon, b cause one may sometimes say more than he should, and sometimes less; in the former of
which cases, persons may think it is exalting the creature, and ill the
latter that justice has not been doue. But St. Paul said, 'By the grace
of God I am what I am,' and 'by the grace of God' our departed
brother was what he was. All the glory has to be given to God for that
grace, whether it be for a long life spent Godward or for the grace which
redeems at the last moment, and converts the soul on a death-bed." The
rev. preacher proceeded to observe that a clearer meaning of the text was
given in the ninth verse of the same chapter, and delivered a most powerful and impressive discourso f!'Oill the passage chosen, dividing the subject
into three heads-the sovereignty of J ehovah, the redemption of the soul,
and the soul's enjoyment of the blessings of the great truth therein contained. At the close of the sermon, he said, "Now to return to our departed brother, with whom we have walked in close intimacy in church
fellowship for thirty-six years. Many of you knew him, and have known
his comings in and goings out; you have known his diligence in the
Sabbath-school; and many young men in this, and also in other congregations, can bear their testimony to the plainness, silllplicity, faithfulness,
and earnestness of that man's teaching amongst them for a long series of
,years. That was the driving of the nail, but the clenching of it was in
,his daily walk and consistent life. I believe it was John Newton who
said, 'I don't want you to tell me how a man died so much as to tell me
how he lived.' You may depend upon it, that a man who honours God
,with love and obedience, who, through God's Word and His Spirit, is
kcpt from turning aside to the right hand or to the left aft l' the world's
good things, or to seek the applause of men, and wh puts his dependence from day to day on God, and God's kindness, his life bears testimony to the reality of his Ohristian profession; llnd th e p rSOns who have
thought him to be mistaken in his views, or who could not go so far as he
did with regard to his d ctrinal statement 01' views, still can bear testimony
to the power of somethin~ 01' other in his h ll.1't which makes his
life a peaceful and a tranqUlL lifo, to the honour and glory of our blessed
God, Our departed brother was such a mall.
e was not a Pharisee,
putting himself forward at the corners of stre ts 'to be seen of men,' and:
telling what he believed, but he let his light so shine before men, that
they might see his good works and glorify his Father in heaven. His
illness was not oflong duration j h was in his place in church a few weeks
before Christmas, but, I beli vo, never since. His disease was of a
treacherous character; it was ever deluding us; constantly we thought he
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was imp\' ving in hoalth, and sometimes he thought so, and said so himself. But, unfortunately, it proved the reverse. All thought, however,
th rowa the same tranquillity, the same unostentatious manner in speaking
of th faith and hope which had been so apparent in his previous life.
aid, a few days before his departure, that he did not. wish one single
thing to be altered; he should have liked to have lived a little longer for
his partner's sake, and that they might have gone down the hill together,
still he did not wish for a single thing to be altered. It was God's will.
who ordered all things for his good. His experience and dying words
will never be forgotten; and his declaration to all who visited him on his
death-bed was of such a solid satisfactory character as fitly to terminate
in that joyful anticipation of heavenly glory which caused him to shout
in his last moments, 'Blessing and honour, and glory, and power be
unto Him that sitteth npon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and
ever! Hallelujah! hallelujah! hallelujah.'
" Our departed brother's path through life was not an oasy one. I have
known the time when his circumstances were very straitened indeedwhen he was bringing up a largo family of ten children, the youngest of
whom is now 25 years of' age; and I have known the time when many of
those children were young and our brother's difficulties were very great.
Notwithstanding this, there never was a murmuring word, never anything'
like repining, that I ever heard of, and those who were more immediately
around him will bear witness to the same. He went on steadily bringing
up his children in the fear of the Lord, teaching them, admonishing them,
instructing them in the things that belong to their eternal peace; rejoicing
to see some of them following in his footsteps, and grieving and mourning
and lamenting the departure of some from the right way. Not only did
he teach them by words, but, better still, by setting before them a holy
example; and, I do trust, that those who are not following in his footsteps, but knowing the way, will, e'er it is too late, be 1rought to call
upon their father's God to save them with the same salvation, to keep
them in the way in which he would have had them to go, and that, finally,
they may come to the land of everlasting life and glory, and be for eV8l'
in the company of the Lord, and be with him who is 'not lost, but gone
before.' This is the least I can say with respect to our departed brothel',
his freedom from murmuring, and his confidence in the I,ord Jesus Christ.
He was always the same regular attendant here at this place of worship
since he first joined.
"It is about forty-four or forty-five years since he was brought to a knowledge of the truth; a little before or perhaps about the same time that I
was myself: and when I first knew him his oyes were fully open to recei ve
the truth of the Word, and no man who comes here felt himself more at
homo in this place than did the late GCOl'gO Tildesley. It may be God's
blessed will that the circumstances of his removal from amongst us may
bo the means of causing others to consider their ways, and leading them to
look to Him who alone is able to save, the Son of God, who died to redeem
, us to God by His blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and people,
and nation.' He only is our Saviour and salvation, and the Holy Ghost
alone can leael us to trust in Him for our enjoyment in His name and in
His blood. I feel as if I were not able to say as mnch as I would have
said; but as llis friends were not able to treasure up the saying'S of the
departed, I can only give the general tenour of his experience, which
ended with a triumphant prayer, and with 'Hallelujah' on his lips. I
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say, T..Jet me die the death of that man, and let me live the life of that
man; and if you and I are enabled so to live, thinking ever of God's
(honour and glory before our own welfare, devoting our time and our
\ energies to God's service, assisting and gathering in the wanderers, we
shall have the same blessings as those enjoyed by our departed brother.
But, be it remembered, God is not bound to give us such a triumphant
departure. He has not promised so to do; but it is a great boon and
favour to the departing soul, and to those who are left behind. Th~
sou}, however, may be equally safe without having that glorious testimony in its last llloments; therefore let no one be distressed- for friends
who lllay have been caned hence without leaving such It testimony behind
I
them. Let each man's lifo be a life of faith, working by love, overcoming the world; and, however autl whenever the dissulution may take
place, it will be an entrance on a life of honour and glory in tho presence
of our ever-blessed Saviour and Redeemer."

THE LATE MR. GEORGE TILDESLEY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.

My DEAR BneTIIER,-I fear lest I may be thought encroaching or
craving too much space in this month's Magazine, but I know you will
gratify a great many readers if you can find room for these additional particulars supplied by one of the children of the late Mr. Tildesley as well
as oblige your loving brother,
AL:FRED HEwLETT.
As I was reading for him one Sunday afternoon, he stopped me at that
sweet verse, "I have espoused you to one husband that I may present
you as a chaste virgin to Christ," saying, "That's a sweet podion," and,
with tears of joy, told me he had been espoused for more than forty years.
Christ had been the Rock on which he had fixed his hope, and, though
Satan had tried to rob him of his peace, he had never robbed him of his
hope. He said, "I understood the doctrines of grace befOl'e my dear
pastor came to Astley," but added, as they had been so funy and faithfully preached, he had enjoyed them much more since, though his views
had not changed one bit. He spoke much of the privilege of having a
Gospel ministry, and said, "If once we get our faith fixed on Christ, the
Rock, and a goocl understanding of the doctrines of grace, we don't need
fear Satan." Often we have seen the streaming eyes and smiling face as
he sat listening to the faithful preaching of the glorious Gospel. No one
could enjoy it more than he did. Let the sinner be lo.id low and Christ
exalted, .and no one was better pleased. It was his soul's delight when
he could see or hear of a work of grace going on in any soul; and if he
could help the little ones on their way he would, and it is not long since
he liked tasting infants' food, meaning he liked going back to the time of
his new birth. I well remember the time when six or seven of us have
been ready for Sunday-school, in the morning, and he was ready to set
out as a teacher, though we had a mile and a half to walk before nine
o'clock, we must not start before he had asked God's blessing upon the
labours of the day, both for his pastor and the people, as wen as his own
children, and I am sure the Lord answered his prayers. Again, before
we retired at night he did not forget to pray for his pastor that a blessing
might attend the preached words, that the seed sown might prosper.
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Ris Bible, prayer, and praise were his soul's delight, though, in his
sickness, he could not read much of his Bible; yet if the walls could
spenk, they would testify to the blessed communion he had with the
et rual Till: e in One. Often, when I would have gone into his chamber,
I havo been afraid of interrupting him. Like Moses of old, he appeared
as if he was speaking to God face to face.
A few dear Ohristian friends came to see him a short time since, but he
was very low-spirited all the day. It seemed as if the disease so overcame
him at times that he did not care to speak to anyone. Though he had
no real pain, only weakness and a gradual sinking, and this day he felt
as though he could not even take tea with them. But he did, and when
he began to ask a blessing they said it was better to them than many a
sermon. And when one of them said she thought, above all things, that
Christians should not be cast down and melancholy, it seemed to cause his
tongue to be loosened. He said his disorder had been of such a character
he had not been able to look after anything but what he was obliged to
do; but he must say, though he had not been able to look after his soul,
Satan had not been permitted to tempt him to doubt. No, his faith had
been fu'mly fixed in Ohrist for more than forty years; and added, "Dr.
Hewlett and I have gone hand in hand all that time: if one has learned
a lesson, the other seemed to learn it also." He said, "If we can get a
firm footing on thel{ock, and a good Scriptural knowledge of the doctrines
of grace, not all the devils in hell can disturb us, and there is nothing for
it like preaching the doctrines of grace, as well as showing the experience
of Ohristians, and godly practice is sure to follow, for there will always
be some little ones who require building up in doctrine; and, though it
may seem a strong expression, I must I'epeat it, not all the devils in hell
can disturb our peaco." Many more precious things did he utter, as our
friends doubtloss remember, but memory fails to bring them back.
Thus lJe lingered on, one day better, another day worse, creating in us
alternately hope and fear. Some days he appeared as though he would
sleep th day through, then would mlly and be able to go about the
house; but at length it became evident to all about, that his time was
very short; siclmess, vomiting, and fainting came on, but all was peace
and calmness within, not a murmur or repining word. If anyone spoke
to him about his sickness, his reply was, "It is only the Lord's love
token, you know whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth; and it is better
to have His chastening, and be a son, than to be without and be a bastard, and I am sure it's all in love." The last Saturday on earth was a
very bad day for him; he seemed too weak to sit up at all, still he would
get up, for he always said, "If I keep my bed, I shall not lie long."
'unday was worse than Saturday. On Monday he seemed a little better
again; came down stairs with a little help. On Tuesday he was so much
worse that he could scarcely raise his head from the pillow. He said he
had had a change, and he thought it would be for his departure, adding,
" Of course the Lord can bring down so low, and yet raise up again; but
I think I must go. I should like to have remained a few years longer,
for the salee of your mother; but it is all right. I do not desire to have
one thing altered, no, not one." Then it was he told me he should like
me to give up my work, and come home. Knowing that I had been
engaged, and blessed in the Lord's work, he had hesitated about mentioning it; but when I had promised to come and look after my mother
so long as she lived, he seemed completely satisfied, and as if he had

562

The Gospel Magazi1ze.

nothing to do but shut his eyes and go to sleep; and I think that night:
he did sleep as sweetly as ever he did in his life. That evening our dear
pastor came, assisted in arranging his affairs, and had reading and
prayer; and that visit he said he enjoyed much. About break of day on
Wednesday he had a rupture of a blood-vessel, which alarmed us very
much; and after that we could not leave him a moment. Next morning
another brother and sister came, and to them he told all about his
funeral; arranging everything. As I was attending to him, he said,
" The Lord is sending King Solomon's chariots to fetch me home; they
I say it's a figure, but I say it's reality." And if he could have spoken of
; what he could have seen, it would have been glorious; but the cough
was so troublesome when he tried to talk, it seemed as if he would be
choked. I did say to him, "Father, has Satan had power to try or
tempt you?" "No, not for three minutes; you know he could not stand.
I should say, 'Get thee behind me, Satan.' No, I am on the Rock, and
there's neither, if, but, nor peradventure about it." My sister came in to
bid him good-night, saying, "I am afl'aid we shall not have you long to
say good-night to; but may we follow you as have I followed Christ."
He replied, "My greatest grief is that I have not followed Him more
fully; but I can still sing, "My Jesus hath done all things well:" and
so long as I can sing that I think I shall be right." There was no hymn
so sweet as that had been to him all the while he was on the bed of
sickness.
In speaking of the Lord's providential care, he said if we would only
watch His hand, we should see how well and wisely all things are ordered;
f and to the truth of this we can and do bear testimony.
On the Thursday, seeing us look anxious, he said, "You are thinking
it's very hard for me, but I think the Lord is dealing very gently with me.
You see, I have all I want; if I were a king I could not be better attended
to." To a dear Christian friend, who came to see him, he said, "I cannot tell you what I feel of the Lord's goodness, it ,i,s not possible to describe it. The Lor'dCOuld not be dealing more gently with me thaiiJ!e
is domg;" and, with such a heavenly look, he added, "Nay, the Lord
could not take this tabernacle down more gently. You see He is taking
it down pin by pin." Then his face was cold, and he was so overpowered
he could not speak. At length he raised himself up, and asked Mr.
H - - to read for him, which he did; and, when speaking of the shadow
of death, I said, "I don't think it is a shadow, is it, father i''' and he
said, "No, not the thickness of a bit of tissue paper. No, there is no
shadow to me; nothing I fear." After that, he wished to have John
xvii. read to him, which he enjoyed much, and so did all in the room.
On Friday, it was evident he was sinking fast. Only took a spoonful of
cold water, or a bit of ice. Spoke about the arrangements for his funeral
as if he was arranging for a journey from which he would return in a
few hours. In the afternoon one of our neighbours came in to see
him, to whom he spoke very affectionately, and, referring to her husband,
said, "I think he hasn't gone so much to the beerhouse lately. He had
better give that up, you know. If he has to come to a sick bed, like me,
and not prepared for it, it will be a fearful look out for him. We have
enough to contend with in bodily sickness, without having to seek for our
soul's salvation, I do hope he will be wise in time."
Towards midnight, he seemed to be looking round to see if we were
all there, and trying to say something which we could not make out. At
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length, I caught, "My J sus hath done all things well" I said, "You
still keep to that, fath 1'." Than, with anergy, raising his voice RO that
all in tho hous could hear, he said, "On the Rock j on the Rock,
and the gates of hell shall not prevail. I have soen a part, but I shall
BOOn see the whole as I see you all now. But we shall soon see each other
again, and then we shall sing, and glory and honoUl' and power be to theLamb for ever and ever! Hallelujah! hallelujah! hallelujah!" raising
his voice till they could hear in the next house. Many things were said,
and the song was snng over and over again. His last word was " Hallelujah!" but over and over again he repeated the words, "abundant entrance j" and may we be permitted to have such an abundant entrance
where we shall sing that new song which none can sing but those that
have been redeemed by the blood of Jesus !

Principia Hebmica; or, cm Easy Introduction to the Hebrew La,nguage. By
HENIW CRAlK. London; Samuel Bagster and Sons.
THE Hebrew language is a confessedly difficult one, and many persons.
probably are deterred from attempting to learn it in consequence of that
difficulty. But, at the same time, it is a most interesting language, and
one which amply repays any labour which may be expended upon it. As
the language of God's ancient people, and as the language in which the
Old Testament Scriptures were first written, it must ever be peculiarly
interesting to every lover of the Bible j and the Old Testament Scriptures,
read in its quaint old words, seem to possess a pathos, a beauty, and a
power which no translation can convey. The Hebrew student also of
tho present day, even ,though he be poor, enjoys advantages which the
most privileged and wealthy classes of former days could not obtain.
The elements of the language are now so clearly described in several easy
introductorY,books, that a very respectable knowledge of it may be attained
without the aid of any master; and even the higher and more abstruse
parts have been much simplified.
The volume before us is one of these introductory books. It gives, in
the first place, a summary of the principles of Hebrew grammar j and,
secondly, it arranges all the Hebrew roots in twenty-four large tables,
giving with each root its primary and secondary significations. Thus an
opportunity is presented of studying the Hebrew roots in immediate connexion with the whole set of derivatives proceeding from them, and of
tracing the connexion of each new idea with its source. The tables
are vory well constructed, so that very little practice is required to
mako good use of them. In every language words may be classed in
familios, oach consisting of a primitive (or root) and its derivatives, which
lattor aro formed for the most part by the addition _at the beginning or
end oftho former of certain formative syllables or letters; thus, e.g., in English, the primitive word or root to SERVE has for its derivatives, SE Rv-ice,
sEllY-iceabtc, sEllY-ant, SERv-ile, SERv-ility, SUb-.SERVE, &c. So in Hebrew:
thus from TDD1ll, to Judge, by prefixing 0, is formed TDD1ll0, Judgment; from
pm:, to laugh, is fonnod pn-~;, Imac, that is, laughter; from m', to teach,
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is formed :"11111, a lit/v. In this volume the formative or servile letters and
syllables al'O nicely arranged in a concise table, and a clear description is
given of their use.
The plan of Mr. Craik's work was suggested by a similar publication of
Elias Hutter, a celebrated Biblical scholar of the sixteenth century. It
has been brought down to the present state of Hebrew philology, in which
great advances have been made during the last three hundred years.
Sp~'ritttalism and

Clat'rvoyaney tried by tlte Worrl of God. Being an exposure of the Satanical delusions of the infernal seducer of souls. By
J ORN BUNYAN McCultE. London: R. Banks, Ludgate Hill.

TIlE subject upon which our friend and brother in Christ has treated in
this pamphlet is of the most lamentable, and, we may add, alarming
kind. ",Ve quite coincide with him in the opinion that it is altogether of
Satan, who is allowed thus to beguile unstable souls. We believe, moreover, that it is one of the unmistakable signs and tokens of the last times;
and well may we cry mightily to the Lord to preserve us and ours from
all such infernal influences. Unhesitatingly we avow it as our belief
that the so-called" mediums," or those who have the reputed power of
communicating with the invisible world, are such as have been given
over to the craft, subtlety, and absolute possession of the Evil One; they
are led captive by him at his will; and (unless Divine grace and mercy
interpose) fearful boyond all fmite thought or conception is the doom
that awaits them. Again and again would we urge upon our readers to
be more than ever anxious, both personally and by recommendation, to
stick to the dear old Bouk. " To the law and to the testimony; if they
speak not according to these, it is because there is no light in them." .
Bible lovers and Bible defenders need be under no concern whatever as to
the reality and the stability of the ancient records. Were such infatuations and delusions and heresies as abound in our day, lacking, then the
Word of God, in so far as it foreshows the appearing of such in the last
days, would be wanting. Hence the originating and the promulgating
of these heresies confirm rather than confute the testimony of Scripture.
There is one hint we would venture to give our brother, McCure, in regard to a new edition of his work: it is the omitting in detail the cases
he has named. We cannot see that the express mention of them will
effect any good; on the contrary, we believe -it will tend to distract and
disturb the mind, especially of the young and inexperienced. It will tend,
we fear, to foster superstitious fear and influence. Let the facts be
simply alluded to as known to be such by the author. Let them stand
upon his responsibility as to actual occurrence; but by no means particularize. The lovers of truth will stand in no doubt as to the genuineness of Mr. McCure's statement: hence details-so startling and so
lamentable-are unnecessary.

Heart TVhispers ,. in Poems and Prose. By A. S. ORMSBY, Author of
"Ready," "The Will of Jesus," &c., &c. London: Yapp and
Hawkins, 70, Welbeck Street.

A GEM. Page after page is sweet in melody, and rich in truth and
Gospel experience. All bears the stamp of the spiritual teaching. These
" Heart-Whispers" will find a grateful hearing in many a kindred spirit's
inner soul.
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WE have l' a on to be truly grateful for the harvest which has just been
vouohsafed to us. It is not a very abundant one, but it is much better
than might have been expected considering the lateness and coldness of
the summer. The yield of wheat is said to be decidedly below the
average, and the potato crop is much reduced by disease; but the root
crops are reported to be remarkable for their luxuriance. Thus the Lord
of the harvest gives compensation for the losses which He permits, and
provides a sufficient supply of food for all His creatures. It has been
said that at every harvest time the whole world is within a month or two
of absolute starvation. The barrel of meal is nearly exhausted, and no
new supply can be obtained except from the fields which are slowly
ripening. Were the winds permitted to thrash these fields, or the mildew
to blight them, or the caterpillar to devour them, or the rain or the
drought to prevent the ear from filling and ripening, not all the vast
revenues and resources of the world would avail to stay the terrible
consequences. But never has this been permitted to happen for one
single year all over the world; the harvest has often failed in some parts,
but then it has been plentiful in others; it has never failed universally:
and always has the promise been fulfilled, "While the earth remameth,
seed-time and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and
day and night, shall not cease."
The condition of Ireland continues to be in some respects very unsatisfactory. The Army and Navy Gazette says: "Things are beginning to
look very bad, nay, even alarming; more especially in the province of
Munster. We hear of weekly Fenian meetings unchecked; demonstrations openly and avowedly seditious and disloyal, and no attempt
made to suppress them; the seditious press becomes daily more bold and
more disloyal, notwit~lstanding the new powers possessed by the Government to repress it-powers they have not the courage to put in force. A
head constable is murdered in a most cool and open way; he is buried
by stealth at the dead of night. The national press openly declare that
his murder was a 'righteous judgment,' and calls his murderer' the
executioner.' The constabulary and the loyal, we hear, are disgusted
and disheartened; the ruffians they took so much trouble to catch, and
had such difficulty in convicting, have been released from prison to plot
sedition, and, as their next door neighbours, are nursing revenge."
A remarkable contrast to the manner in which the Royal visitors were
recently treated in Dublin, ii presented by the case of the French deputation. When the deputation was leaving Ireland there was an extraordinary demonstration. All the streets along the route in Dublin were
packed with people, and trades' bands and banners were almost mnumerablp,. The entire multitude-men, women, and children-wore green and
white rosettes or green sashes. The banners displayed bore every description of disloyal and political expressions, such as "God save Ireland !"
"Freedom for the Political Prisoners!" "Fontenoy!" "Sarsfield!" &c.,
&c. Thousands pressed forward to shake hands with Count O'Neill, the
pressure being so great that the carriage in which he sat was almost
overturnod. Along the country roads great numbers of people had also
assembled. There could not have been less than fifty or sixty thousand
people assembled along the pier at Kingstown, and as the steamer left the
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harbour the cheering was deafening, tho bands, to the number of twenty or
thirty, playing wi ih the groatest spirit. The bands played every description
of disloyal tunes through tho streets of the city at night, and displayed
green and gold flags with the crownless harp, the American flag, and the
tricolom. On the other hand, we aro glad to see that the Secretary of
the Irish Church :Missions is able to givo an encouraging account of the
state of the country in l'eference to missionary effort. At a meeting
which was recently held in CIifton he stated that" Ireland was undergoing most striking transitions, and all tho public events of the day were
conducing to those changes. The change in the Irish Church was operating favourably for that society. That, of comse, did not make the
change, or thoso who voted for her disestablishment, right, but it was the
prerogative of God to bring good out of apparent evil. The attitude
assumed by the Church of Ireland at that very time was ono calculated
deeply to impress the minds of Roman Catholics there. The priests told
the people that when the Ohurch was disestablished and disendowed Protestantism would be driven out of the land. He (the speaker) did not
believe there was a sounder branch of the Catholic Church in the world
than the Protestant Ohurch of Ireland; and the first time he went to that
country he was struck with the pmity of their faith and the earnestness
of the Irish Protestants. There was not a Roman Catholic in Ireland
now who did not feel that the moral' attitude of the Irish Church was
stronger than it ever had been before. One thing more, however, was
wanted, and which he hoped those present were there to help to supply,
and that was that the Church should feel her mission was not only to the
Protestants but to the Roman Oatholics, and that if she wanted to do
good to the Protestants the best way to do it was to extend her borders
and to do good to the Roman Oatholics outside. Referring to the late
Franco-German war, the rev. gentleman said the conflict was viewed by
all classes in Ireland as a religious war. During the struggle there was
a s11irit abroad in that country which was truly alar~ing. In the country
places the Roman Catholics were beginning to threaten the Protestants;
and a deep-seated feeling of alarm prevailed, whether well grounded or
not he could not say. But when the war terminated as it did, the Roman
Catholics immediately began to change; and from that time to this he
had never known them more accessible. or their spirit of hostility more
subdued."
We regret to see that the West Indian Islands have again been visited
by a fearful cyclone. Our readers will probably remember the telTible
sufferings which befell the residents in these islands on the last occasion,
when the cyclone was accompanied by a fearful earthquake. Reports of
the recent cyclone state that at St. Thomas 42 persons were killed, and
79 seriously injured; and at Antigua 80 persons are reported killed,
and the number of badly w&unded is rated at several hundreds. The
damage to property is exceedingly great, scarcely a house or plantation
having escaped. Another despatch states that the hurricane was far more
disastrous than at first reported. One hundred and fifty people are known
to have been killed, and 6,000 persons have been left homeless and
destitute.
The great tunnel through :Mont Cenis is completed, and a train has
passed through it with perfect success. This is another step towards
shortening the journey to India. It is now even thought possible that
that journey might be reduced to five days! Messrs. Low ancl'fholD:JS,
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{)f Wrexham and Cardiff, have sketched out a plan by which India might
be reached in that time, the total distance fi.'om London to Currachee
being 5,311 miles mil, and 28 miles (the Straits of Dover) sea. But
only 1,170 miles of the railway on this proposed route is as yet constructed, and it is estimated that the construction of the remainder would
cost forty-one millions sterling.
Two Protestant churches will probably ere long be erected in Rome.
The Rev. Pl'ebendary Burgess is collecting subscriptions towards an
English church, a movement which has the approval and co-operation of
the Earl of Shaftesbury, the Earl of Harrowby, &c.; and an American
,company has purchased an extensive piece of land in the centre of Rome
for the construction of an Evangelical church. The Romish party seem
to be excessively angry about the latter. The ObsBrvatore Romans exclaims, "Such are the benefits of the 20th September! Full, absolute,
unlimited liberty for heterodoxy! Slavery, hostility, sanguinary war
against Catholicism!"
vVith respect to the state of Rome, the Roman correspondent of the
StanrlClrd says: "I can hardly believe my eyes when I l'ead the barefaced
falsehoods which the correspondents of the clerical press abroad do not
hesitate to commit to writing with respect to the present state of Rome.
The ci ty has never been so animated at this season of the year; not a
single breach of the peace has occurred since the disturbances of last
month, which were, in a great measure, due to the intemperance of the
Papal party. As for the stories of priests insulted, spat upon, and beaten
in the public streets, you may safely set them down as pious frauds, designed to keep the flagging enthusiasm of the faithful up to the proper
pitch. There are people who take for gospel all that is printed about the
Pope's imprisonment in the Vatican, and the rolling snowball gathers
bulk and weight in its course from one fanatic centre to another. The
Libor,td assures us as a fact that one old lady who had been led to believe
that the Holy Father was, among other barbarities, kept upon short
communs by his fiendish persecutors, lately wrote to her son, an officer
quartered in Rome, begging him to save his own soul by providing for
the immediate wants of the Father of the Faithful, to the extent, at least,
of a plate of !'Oast beef and potatoes every day. The Catholics know
what sort of wood they have to split, and that the roughest and most uncouth
tools will serve their turn. But let those who set truth above the momentary satisfaction of damaging an enemy-let those, I say, believe me
when I assure them that the streets of Rome swarm, from morning till
night, with priests of every rank, and friars of every colour and degree,
besides seminarists, nuns, and social drones of every quality, age, and
sex, and that not the slightest attempt i5 made to molest anyone of them
by word or by deed.
Some more deaths £i'om cholera are reported as having occurred on
board vessels which have entered our sea-ports, but great precaution is
taken to prevent the disease spreading, and as yet no cases appear to have
been observed on land. At Konigsberg the disease has increased, upwards of three hundred deaths occurring in one week.
Tho Queen has been seriously ill, but now seems to be gradually
recovering.
A Lelgram fl'om Berlin states that the Emperor William has ordered
the army to be increased to a peace footing of 400,000 men, and Count
von Moltke has been appointed Chief Marshal of the Empire, At the
same time the greatost activity is manifested in the German shipbuilding
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yards. Two new ironclads, to be called the Sedan and the Met::., are
projected for construction in the spring. It is plain from these facts that
Germany herself has no faith in the maintenance of peace.
A most interesting and remarkable discovery has been made in Jerusalem. Josephus, the Jewish historian, states that in the temple which
was reconstructed by Herod, pillars or tablets stood which forbade
strangers from passing into the sacred inclosure-the prohibition being
written in Greek and Latin. The passage from J osephus is as follows : " When you go through these first cloisters unto the second (court of th~
seven temples), there was a partition (OpVpUKTor;;) made of stone all round,
whose height was three cubits; its construction was very elegant. Upon
it stood pillars at equal distances from one another, declaring the laws of
purity, some in Greek, and some in Roman letters, that no ' foreigner
should go within that sanctuary.''' Monsieur C. C. Gannoau has
disoovered in Jerusalem a tablet which bears tho following inscription in
seven lines : MH8ENA AAAorENH EI~ITOPEYE~8AIENTO~ TOY ITEPI TO IEPON
TPY<l>AKTOY KAI ITEPIBOAOY O~A'AN AHep8H EAYTnI AITlO~
E~TAI ALA TO EZ'AKOi\OY8EIN 8ANATON.

The characters are monumental in size, and present the appearance
which one would expect in an inscription of the period. The translation is:"No stranger is to enter within the balustrade (TpV<jJCIKTOC) round the
temple and enclosure. Whoever is caught will be responsiblo to himself
for his death, which will ensue."
What a remarkable confirmation of the words of Josephus! and, as
Josephus in a wonderful way confirms the statements of the Scriptures,
may we not say what a remarkable oonfirmation of the Scriptures themselves? Surely we may suppose that this and similar discoveries have been
permitted to take place in this sceptical age for the express purpose of'
showing the untenableness of scepticism. Respecting his discovery, M.
Ganneau observes: "The connexion between this" (Josephwl') " text and.
our inscription is striking. The expressions and the forms are similar:
fl1/oEva U\AOpVAOV is the exact equivalent of our p!JoEva uAAOyEVij; 'the,
second tEpOV,' says Josephus, 'is surrounded by the opvpaKTor;;.' Our
inscription says 'the TpvpaKTor;; which is round the tEpOV.' The variant
TpVpaKTOr;; is singular, and probably points to one of the faults ofpronunciation in use among the Jews speaking Greek at this period. We must"
observe that Josephus does not speak of the tragic fate which menaced
him who might violate the rule; his silence is certainly intentional. The
episode in the Acts of the Apostles (xxi. 26, et seq.) throws on, as well as
receives from, this precious il)Cription great light. Paul, after purification, presents himself in the ~mple; the people immediately rise against.
him, because certain Jews of Asia believed that Paul had introduced into
the temple a Gentile, Trophimus of Ephesus, and had thus polluted the
sacred place. They are about to put him to death when the Tribune·
commanding at Fort Antonia intervenes and rescues him from the hands
of his executioners. The people demand of the Tribune the execution of
the culprit, i. e., the' application of the law.' "
This important discovery is, indirectly, a result of the work of the
'Palestine Exploration Fund. We are glad to find that the Fund is about,
to recommence its labours. We wish it all success, and hope that it may"
yet have to report as great, or even greater, results.
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