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Who comforteth us in all our tribulat,ion, that we may be able to comfort them which are in an,
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

J

"I

CHRIST OUR LIFE.-LIVING-LOOKING-LEANINGLOVING.
"Jesus said unto her, I am the Resurrection, and the Life: he. that
believeth in me, though he ~(;ere dead, yet shalt he live: and whosoever
liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thozt this?"J aRN xi. 25, 26.
THERE are sundry faots in oonnexion with the circumstances whioh
led to the above declaration that are deeply interesting, and equally
encouraging, did time and space permit our dwelling upon them.
We must, however, forbear touching upon these, as we wish to come
at once to the language before us. It is evident that, well-instructed
as Martha was up to a certain point, and in a certain degree, still
there was a further knowledge of the person and omnipotent power
of Jesus, into which the Lord intended graoiously to lead her. The
position in which she was now plaoed was to be ovelTuled for this
express end and purpose.
We cannot help thinking that the terms in which Martha addressed
her Lord savoured at least somewhat of petulancy: "Lord, if Thou
hadst been here, my brother had not died; " as much as to say, "Did
you receive my message about his illness? I sent to you at once. I
thought you loved him. I believed you cared for us. Why did you
not come? I can't account for your dealing thus with us. Oh,
think of the anguish you might have saved us ! This state of things
never would have been, had you come."
There is a something peculiar in the words, "But I know, that
even now, whatsoever Thou wilt ask of God, God will give it Thee."
Here she evidently grasps a something beyond appearanoes.. Her
langu.age bespeaks oonfidence, and great oonfidenoe too, in the prayers
of Jesus. She looks at Him as a Mediator, an Advooate, an Interoessor; and, as suoh, she feels He has power with God. Moreover, it
was a wonderful thought she was entertaining, even that, though her
p p
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brother was dead, yet there was a possibility of his being restored;
still this idea would seem to clash with what she subsequently said,
"Lord, by this time he stinketh; for he hath been dead four days."
Now this contradiction seems unaccountable, except upon the ground
that sometimes the Lord's dear children, under the power of a faith
of which they are not aware they possess, venture to cherish cortain'
hopes, to express certain desires, and to put forth certain pleas, the
which, if duly considered, might almost startle themselves, as being
unreasonable or presumptuous, when what is involved in such hopes,
desires, or pleadings, is taken into account. Under the power, and
in the exercise, of the precious property of faith, they are carried out
of themselves, raised above the narrow boundary of the poor finite
creature, and are indulged with access to and wrestling with Him
who allows Himself to be challenged with the mighty inquiry, "Is
there anything too hard for the Lord?" Reader, do you know
anything personally of this blessed experience-this going out of self
-this taking flight, by preci0us, all-powerful faith, from the creature
and all creature-circumstances, and fleshly reasonings, and finite
arguments, into the very heart of Him who is "mighty to save and
able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we can ask or think?"
Ah, sweet, blessed experience this! Lord, Lord, give us to know
more and more of it !
But again, we remark, it was of the person-we had nearly said, it
was the personal person-of Jesus; it was of His own divine and
essential Self, that the Lord intended Martha and His own dear
disciples to have a more blessed and glorious apprehension. This was
His object, as step by step He led her into a personal knowledge of
the mystery.
Now mark, dear reader: Jesus says, "I am the Resurrection and
the Life." Here, we conceive, He testifies of Himself in a two-fold
point of view. First, He is the Deliverer from death-spiritual death
-the death in trespasses and sins, in which all by nature are
involved. " And you hath He quickened," saith the Apostle, "who
were dead in trespasses and sins." Jesus intended to illustrate this great
fact by what He was about to do in calling Lazarus from the grave.
Great and glorious as that act was, we believe it fails in greatness
and glory, as contrasted with the still mightier and more glorious
exercise of Divine majesty and power, in the infusion of life, and
the deliverance from spiritual death. Ah, how the dear children of
God fail to estimate this unspeakable mercy! It is only to contemplate their own former condition of death, ignorance, and alienation
from God, as presented by the worldly and the carnal by whom they
are surrounded. What knowledge, taste, or desire Ohristward and
heavenward have they? There is neither spiritual perception nor
spiritual participation. Thcy see not nor feel aught spiritually.
They are dead-spiritually dead. They have eyes, but they see not;
ears, but hear not; mouths, but taste not; hearts, but feel not; feet,
but walk not; hands, but handle not. They are dead-really,
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vitally, absolutely dead, in a true, spiritual, and saving point of
view. Then what a mercy to know this-to feel this; whatever one
either feels or fears with respect to one's present state and conditio,n,
to be brought to the plain matter-of-fact conviction to which the"'''''
blind young man was brought, when he exclaimed, "One thing 1
know, that whereas I was once blind, now I see." Now, we maintain,
to be brought here-and even for the time being no further-is
indeed a distinguishing-yea, an inestimable·-mercy. We repeat,
that to effect this required the exercise of far greater power than that
which J ehovah Jesus put forth when He commanded Lazarus to come
forth from the grave; and we see plainly what that power was.
Scarcely another instance is left upon record, in regard to the myriads
upon myriads which have, from Abel down to the present hour, been
called to pay the debt of nature. Oh, reader, it is a wonderful thing
to quicken the spiritually dead; to open the blind eyes; to unstop
the deaf ears; to take away the heart of stone and to give the heart
of flesh; to infuse an altogether new and distinctive life, with its
appetite, taste, and desire; with feet to walk in Zion's ways, and
hands to handle the things of God. A marvellous mercy this!
But we said we believed that Jesus testified of Himself in a twofold light, when He declared Himself to be "the Resurrection and
the Life." Not only was He, and is, the Deliverer from spiritual
death, but He is likewise the Maintainer of the life Re thus
sovereignlyand graciously bestows. Hence the saying-" And the
Life." Now, observe, not only is it a moral impossibility to quicken
the dead by any finite or creature power, but equally impossible would
it be, on the part of man, to maintain true spiritual life when once
bestowed. As no man can quicken, so no man can keep alive his own
souL Hence it is sweet to contemplate Christ as the N ourisher and the
Maintainer of the life He has bestowed; and where, ye quickened
and spiritually-living ones, we fail is, in seeking to keep perpetually
in view, that our very vitality, as well as standing and growth, is all
inseparably and indisputably connected with our oneness of life in
Jesus, with whom and by whom and through whom-yea, in whom
we are in a oneness of life; yea, in one inconceivably-blessed identity;
as it is written, "We are members of His body, of Ilis flesh, and of
His bones." "As He is, so are we in this world." "That they
all may be one; as Thou, Father, art in me, and I in Thee, that
they also may be one in us." "I in them, and Thou in me, that
they Dirty be made perfect in one." "I live, yet not T, but Christ
liveth in mo, alld the life I now live in the flesh I live by the faith
of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me." "Christ
in you, the hO]1o of glory." "Ye are dead, and your life is hid with
Christ in God. 'When Christ, who is our Life, shall appear, then shall
ye also appear with Him in glory."
These Scriptures go to prove that oneness and identity of which
we before spake; but now, dear reader, in proof of the maintenance
and nourishment of the life Olice given, and which exists in and by
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this covenant, positive and absolute union, mark what the Apostle
says, "But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into Him in all
things, which is the Head, even Christ: from whom the whole body
fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint sup~
plieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every
part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love"
(Eph. iv. 15, 16). In further illustration of this great truth, in His
remarkable conversation with the woman of Samaria, Jesus said,
" Whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never
thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of
water springing up into everlasting life" (John iv. 14).
Reader, we repeat, it is here we faiL We do not sufficiently realize
the great fact of our life being in Christ, and Christ being our life.
Alas! alas! that we should be so foolish, notwithstanding our better
knowledge and clearer judgment-we seek to live alone, to walk
alone, to act alone. We strive for independence. Like poor silly
children, we want to step or to run on in advance of the tender,
loving, watchful parent; and how many trips and falls do such get in
consequence ! We talk about Jesus; we confess our need of Jesus;
we say, "His words were perfectly true, 'Without me ye can do
nothing;'" notwithstanding, we appeal to the reader: Are we not
continually, by our conduct, belying our creed? We deny in works
the very truths we defend in words. Thus our words and our works
are at issue. If, beloved, we fully comprehended what is really
involved in that utterance of Jesus, "I am the Hesurrection and the
Life," two things would necessarily follow-the looking to and the
leaning upon Him. There is a blessed combination - a divine
intermingling-a holy connexion, in the matt8r of this true spiritual
and supernatural existence. It may be expressed in four simple
wordsLIVING-LoOKING-LEANING-LoVING.
And sure we are that the more we realize Christ, in His own Divine
Person, as the Resurrection and the Life, the more constantly we
shall look to Him, the more entirely shall we lean upon· Him, and
the more ard ntly and intensely shall we love Him.
Oh, for more of this lookin[l, leani11(j, loving, as th sw t and bl ssed
fruit and effeot f hri t in our h arts the hopo of lory-Ohrist
the Resurrection and th [f I
Here for the pr'sent w paus .
Sept. 6, 1872.

*

••

*

Now, dear reader, as the ord may nabl us, let us look at the
subject, for a few minutes, in the simpl· light to which we have just
alluded.
1. To Christ as our lflc. It has b· en well said, that outside of
Christ, or short of Christ, or without Christ, all is death and dying!
We have already quoted the words of the Apostle, "I am crucified
with Christ; nevertheless, I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me;
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and the life I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of
God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me." Again the same
Apostle says, "We had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we
should not trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead."
Again he says, "Death worketh in us, but life in you." By which
we understand that, when ministerially he or his brother apostles
sought to set forth the deathliness of spirit, the darkness, the blank,
the void spiritually, the coldTJ.ess, the hardness, the listlessness, the
insensibility, the distance from God, the carnality, the worldliness,
the distrust, the unbelief, the total absence of all present feeling
after Ohrist, and the realization and enjoyment of the things of
God; when he and his brethren sought to set forth these things a:;l part
and parcel of that daily warfare which they were called to wage, this
very declaration so wrought upon the minds of those to whom they
ministered as to raise them to hope and prompt them to "thank God
and take courage," inasmuch as they were now led to perceive, by
the testimony of the Apostle, that theirs was not the isolated, the
rare, the uncommon condition of the really living in Jerusalem,
the Spirit-quickened and the grace-taught. Hence, by this very
opening up of the death-like workings in the Apostle, he was
thereby, in the hands of the Spirit, made the means of " lifeworking "
in others.
And here, beloved, is one of the true features and blessed
effects of an exp!3rimental ministry, not the dwelling exclusively upon the black, the dark, the gloomy, the death, but the
touching upon these-the opening them up-as a means to an end ;
yea, that great purpose to which we just now referred, "that we
should not trust in ourselves, but in God, which raiseth the dead."
If we are journeying by railway, we have no wish to tarry in the
tunnels, but glad again to strike forth into the light, although we are not
sorry to reach the tunnel, with its darkness and its gloominess, when
we know it lies between us and our destination, and remember, whilst
passing through it, we are brought thereby so much nearer home!
How often, for example, have some of' us, who are familiar with the
line between London and Bristol, listened for the whistle at the
entrance of the last of the several tunnels between the latter place
and Bath, and why? Because we knew that in a couple of minutes we
should have passed through that last tunnel, and that that whistle
was a signal at the terminus that the train was coming!
Dear reader, when you have heard your case opened up, or
explained, in the way we have named, have you not again and again
argued within yourself thus: "Oh, then, why should I regard my
case as exceptional, and thereby hopeless, whilst I at the same time
hear such an one, about whose safety I cannot entertain a doubt,
describing precisely the same things as what I am the subject of, and
what I more or less daily pass through? Surely, then, I may thank
God, and take courage. " I will trust, and not be afraid." Now, for
example, dear reader, if we tell you that nearly the whole of the day
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upon which we write this-and it is on a Saturday, and we have
(God helping us) to preach twice on the morrow-the Bible has been
like a sealed book. We have been cold and dark and dead. Not
a spark of spiritual life or vitality sensibly in operation. No text;
no power; no savour; no unction; no dew; "shut up, and cannot
come forth." This has been our state this day; and now, in saying
so, we doubt not many a poor trembling reader will be cheered and
encouraged, and say, "Well, if an old pilgrim feels thus; if he for
the time being sees nothing in and feels nothing from the word, how
can I expect it to be always light and always bright with me? If he
is thus to be taught how to walk by faitl~ and not by feeling, by simple
trust and hope and expectation, may I not venture to believe that the
Lord is intending the self-same lesson for me ? " Yes, verily, dear
reader, and this is how we come at the meaning of such passages as
these: "Why art thou cast down, 0 my soul, and why art thou
disquieted within me? Hope thou in God, for I shall yet praise Him,
who is the health of my countenance, and my God." "Although He
slay me, yet will I trttst in Him!" "Who is among you that
feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of His servant, that walketh
in darkness, and hath no light? Let him trust in the name qf the Lord
and stay upon his God."

We come now to our second point, namely, looking; and, although
whilst in the state of darkness and deadness to which we have
adverted, it is scarcely, if at all, perceived, yet that very condition,
under the gracious ministry of the Holy Ghost, contributes to this very
end of looking-aye, and longing. To touch again upon the figure of the
railway tunnel, whoever is satisfied to remain there? The talkers
become silent, the readers lay down their books; it is only the sleepers
remain unmoved. The living and the lively are looking and longing
for the light; so that the very darkness and obscurity lead to a looking and longing for what was previously enjoyed and hoped for again.
So is it spiritually, beloved. Can there be a contentedness or a satisfaction in the aforenamed circumstances? Does not the discomfort
thereof, the very darkness and deadness-especiallywhere the light and
enlargement, the holy freedom and the blessed liberty, have been aforetime experienced and enjoyed, prompt to a looking and a longing after
the same? The -renewals and the revivals are craved. The" Come
again," the" Return, 0 holy Dove, return," the" Tell me, 0 Thou
whom my soulloveth, where Thou feedest," the" Saw ye Him whom
my soulloveth?" are now not the mere cold, formal utterances of the
lips, but the very language of the heart ofthose who are sick of love.
Both in the less and in the greater sense of the word, there is verily a
" looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ"-first, in the coming again in renewed and blessed manifestation over all tho hills of sin, darkness,
unbelief, and apparent desertion; and, next and primarily, in His
coming again, as He has said He will come again, to gather home His
beloved ones for ever and ever to Himself, and to those mansions
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which He has gone home to prepare for them, when (blessed be His
glorious name 1) they shall be " for ever with the Lord," and all darkness, bondage, sin, and death shall never more be either felt or feared.
Oh, blessed prospect! glorious hope r As dear DAVlO Dr£NrIAM (of
blessed memory) used to say, "No Saturday nights there. No Saturday nights? No, no Saturday nights. No Monday mornings there.
No Monday mornings? No, no Monday mornings." Ye preachers
of the everlasting Gospel, ye ministers of Christ, ye hewers of wood and
drawers of water for the Lord's worn and weary pilgrims, need no enlargement upon the meaning of these Saturday nights and these
Monday mornings. Ye who know experimentally what "the burden of the word of the Lord" is, will readily understand dear DA VID
DENHAM'S meaning. Yea, such as feel, as they turn over their Bibles
from Genesis to Revelation, and back from Hevelation to Genesis
again, and say, as Elijah's servant to his master, "There is nothing I"
will well know what Saturday's heart-travail is, as well as what the
Monday morning's apprehension is, that all which can be said has been
spoken, and that the cruse has failed, and the oil exhausted. However, it is. well for such, in spite of the blank, to give heed to the
prophet's counsel, " Go again seven times," and then they shall see for
themselves, that" there ariseth a little cloud out of the sea, like a
man's hand." Assuredly, they shall be repaid for their looking.
Thirdly, the leaning. Dear reader, what fools we are, that we
should ever attempt, even for a moment, to walk-yea, or even to
stand-alone. Intimacy with Christ, fellowship with Christ, implies
nearness to Christ, and who so near as those who lean upon Him?
How most highly favoured of all His disciples was he who" leaned
upon His breast at supper 1" We shall never forget the words of a
poor old inquiring sinner who, some twelve years ago, called to talk
with us about his state. Those words have rung in our ears fi'om that
day to this: " I want to get nearer to.Him-nem'er to Him I" and, when
we have seen that poor old inquirer sitting weeping under the
preached word, how has the heart put forth its cries, that the Lord
would specially bless that poor man 1 Reader, the different positions
of the dear child of God have thus been spoken of; the poor
Gadarene "sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right
mind;" "Who is this that cometh up fl:om the wilderness, leaning
upon the beloved?" Both privileged persons indeed; but the still
even more highly-privileged position is that craved by the bride:
"Let Him kiss me with the kisses of His mouth, for Thy love is
better than wine." Beloved, there is many a Divine secret illustrated by nature or natural t.hings. Among these secrets is this,
that as in nature so in grace, the oldet, a man grows the weaker he
grows, the less is he able to walk or stand alone; he has indeed need
of a helper; he must lean upon another, Reader, this is almost unexceptional in nature, it is without exception in grace. The very
patriarchs in grace must lean, and that upon Jesus, for thoy cannot
stand or walk alone, and so they will tell you. Their strength
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faileth, and, therefore, they must of very necessity lean-ay, and lean
hard, too-upon the arm of Omnipotence. But, oh, how sweet is the
thought that none can lean too hard or too heavily! Moreover, what
myriads upon myriads are day by day, and moment by moment,
leaning upon Jesus! and yet He is quite competent-ay, and equally
willing-to bear up; yes, and to bring through, too. Reader, that is
a sweet word, " leaning upon the Beloved."
Lastly, loving. And, depend upon it, dear reader, that the living
and the loo7~ing and the leaning leads to the loving; not that there
was .an absence of love before; oh no; for the moment they lived
spiritually they loved. When the precious germ of eternal life was
dropped into the previously dead soul by the Almighty Quickener, the
Holy Ghost, that moment love divine was likewise infused; but we
speak now of t~e development and operation of love. We repeat,
therefore, that the actual living and looking and leaning by faith upon
the Beloved leads to the loving of His own divine and adorable
person. Dear reader, that is a precious portion of the Holy Ghost,
by the Apostle Peter, and do mark how it stands so immediately
connected with the trial of faith, which the Apostle declares to be
"more precious than of gold that perisheth."
Speaking of the
appearing of Jesus Christ, he says: "Whom having not seen, ye
love; in whom, though now ye see Him not, yet believing, ye rejoice
with joy unspeakable and full of glory, receiving the end of your
faith, even the salvation of your souls."
St. Luke's, Bedminster, Sept. 21, 1872.
THE EDITOR.
MOSES ON MOUNT PISGAH.
DEUT. xxxiv. 1-6.
THE prospect brightens o'er me,
As Autumn yields her blessing
To promise Summer made,
Now beams the promised ray;
The husbandman confessing
The vision of the glory
That he is amply paid:
I realize to-day.
As man by wise tuition
The summit of my mountain
Is brought to love the light:
Reflects the tinted glow:
As Hope buds to fruition:
I hem' the rippling fountain,
As faith is lost in sight:I see the river How.
So now, its fame outsbiningShake off, my soul, thy slumbers,
On Pisgah's Mount I stand
And don thy garments white:
Its glorious lines definingNow tune to blissful numbers
I see Immanuel's Land.
The glories of the sight.
I see tbe many mansions,
Wake, wake, thy golden lyre
Its hills and dales behold:
In songs for royal eal'SI mllo1'k ita vast expansions,
Strike, strike, the love-note higberAll one in J esu's fold.
The King himself appears!
'I'he bright'ning scene inspires me !
Fair Egypt cannot cbarm me,
I drink its scented air;
.
Its vanities are past:
'Tis balm: but oh! it fires me
Nor desert-foes alarm me,
With joy to enter there!
I see" the Land" at last.
I hear the voices nearingNo striving, no complaining,
I catch the sun's first rayNo sin can mar my rest:
The Lord Himself appearingNo giant Og disdainingHe calls me_ Come Away! "
No Sihon-me molest.
T. n. L.
Lindfield.
H

II
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THE MYSTERIES OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.
"It is given unto ?JOlt to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but
to t!tem £t is not given."-MATT. xiii. 11.
IT is the glory of God to conceal a thing, especially precious things. This
He will often do in connexion with earthly matters. For example: vVhere
is to be found the diamond that sparkles in our Queen's crown, but amidst
the mud and sand of the mountain stream ?Where is to be found the
pearl that decorates the brow of a princess, but deep down in the ocean's
bed, under the coverlid of an oyster shell? Where is to be found the
glittering gold, without which it would be difficult to carry on the commerce of a nation, but deep down in the bowels of the earth!
But step a little higher from the region of that which is material to that
which is invisible, yet real. It is the 'glory of God to conceal a thing;
for instance-breath. Who can tell me how it is I breathe and live? I
know it-I feel it-but I cannot explain it otherwise than God said, "Let
there be life, and there was life." Again-tlw immortality of the soul.
What is the soul? Where is it? Who can explain the mystery? Something
that is immortal-something that lives for ever! The rest is veiled in
the fact-it is the glory of God to conceal a thing. Again-life spiritual.
What is it? "I passed by and said, Live, live." "The wind bloweth where
it listeth, and thou canst not tell whence it cometh, or whither it goeth :
so is everyone that is born ofthe Spirit." And the same law God practically
carries out with His children, for His choicest saints are often hidden
from the eyes of the worlu. One of the sweetest Christians we ever met
with was a poor motherless girl, who had been laid down for fourteen
years with a spinal complaint. Her good aunt had carried her down
from her bedroom, morning after morning, and laid her on the couch where
we saw her; and then, evening by evening, carried her upstairs again.
Never during that long period had she been outside the cottage door; and
yet her aunt told us "she had never known her to murmur." Her conversation was most sanctified-full of thankfulness and gratitude to her
Redeemer. We left the scene, inwardly feeling, "Well, if ever there
was an angel on earth, it is the dear afIticted creature we have just left; "
and yet the world knows nothing of her, nor even the Church; but God
does. He knows her; but it is His glory to conceal a thing. And, as
there is concealment in the eartWy, the invisible, and the spiritual, so
also is there perfection. In nature all is perfect. Pluck a leaf from a
wayside shrub; how beautiful it is! what a network of fibres curiously
and marvellously wrought, yet perfect in all its parts! "Uonsider the
lilies of the field; they toil not, they spin not; yet I say unto you, that
Solomon in all his g·lory was not arrayed like one of these," which is
literally true. ,Vo have seen the leaf of a lily magnified. It is the most
beautiful, spotless, and velvety thing you can imagine; but magnify a
piece of Honiton lace, and it will appear like twisted cart-ropes, bringing
out the fact that the more you look into God's work, the more perfect it
is; the more you see of man's work, the more imperfect it is. Now, men
Q Q
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will allow this with regard to the works of creation; they will admire,
acknowledge, and even adore; but, when it comes to the higher regions
of grace, oh, then there must be no concealment, perfection, or mystery
here! and so salvation is made a scheme of confusion, dependent upon
man's free will; but, whether men will have it or not, God is perfect in
all His works. It is the glory of God, then, to conceal a thing.
"He moves in a mysterious W:.Ly,
His wonders to perform."
And we shall see this if we proceed to trace out some of the mysteries of the
kingdom of heaven. There are many mentioned in the s:.Lcred Scriptures;
but, before noticing those that especially refer to the kingdom, we should
like to point to two of a contrary character, namely,I. The mystery of iniquity; and,
Il. The mystery that blindness in part hath happened uuto Israel until
the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.
1. The mystery of iniquity.-This we find described in 2 Thess. ii. 7 :
"For the mystery of iniquity cloth already work: only He who now letteth
will let, until he (Satan) be taken out of the way."
'What is this mystery of iniquity, and where its headship? It is a
curious fact worth noticing, that formerly the Greek word for" mystery"
was inscribed on the front of the Pope's tiara:; it was removed by J ustus Ill.
But let the Scriptures answer the question. Note the description which the
Apostle Paul gives of the man of sin, to be revealed the son of perdition, in 2 Thess. ii. 4, and it will not be difficult to point from that
desci'iption to the headship of the mystery of iniquity. He is described
as he "who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God,
or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God
(mark the words), shewing Mmselfthat lte is God."
Now, the Popes of bygone days have always done this. The testimony
of dear Mr. Rough, a martyr who died A.D. 1558, was that the Pope was
very Antichrist. He declared, in the presence of the cruel Bonner, that he
had seen the Pope carried on men's shoulders, and, the false. sacrament
borne before him; yet was there more reverence given to him than to
God; which bold statement caused Bonner to rise up and pluck off a
piece of the dear saint's beard, exclaiming, "Dost thou blaspheme 0111'
holy father the Pope thus?" But it is reserved to the present time to
behold fully the Pope as head of Antichrist, for he has boldly and arrogantly
promulgated the awful dogma of his own infallibility, thereby (to the
dishonour of our Lord Jesus Christ) declaring himself to be God on earth!
Upon tho promulgation of that dogma we believe God blasted the poor
old man. But the painful part of it is that, while the shield of France no
longer protects the Papal sovereignty, and Italy claims and takes possession of her capital-while the Pope himself is not infallible, nor yet
fallible enough to retain his own throne-and while other nations of the
earth are throwing off the Papal yoke, this mystery of iniquity-this
Nebuchadnezzar's image-is rearing with greater effrontery his hideous
head in this our beloved island home, while at the sound of Ritualism's
sackbut, increasing numbers of our poor deluded countrymen are falling
down before it. God save our country from further prostration before
the mother of harlots-the mystery of iniquity-and preserve to us our
Protestant constitution and privileges!
Another proof that the Pope is the "man of sin," the head of the
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Y t ry of iniquity, we uraw from this fact; Jesus said, "I will pray
th Father, and He will send you another Oomforter, that He may
fl.bid with y u for ever." Now the Oomforter, which is the Holy
host, i a ut to be the Representative of Ohrist iu the Ohurch upon
arth. Wh n, therefore, the Pope proclaims himself to be the Vicar of
hri t, nd the head of the universal Ohurch upon earth, he thereby
bIll. ph m usly usurps and publicly pretends to and assumes the office
and plo.o of God the Holy Ghost, "so that he as God sitteth in the
mplE f God, showing himself that he is God.""" This must suffice to
provo what is the mystery of iniquity, and its headship. The other
my tery that we must refer to is2. Tile mystery that blindne.s in part has happened to Israel, ~mtil the
JI.tlness of the Gentiles be come in. This we have in Rom. xi. 25; "For I
would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye
should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part has happened
to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in."
The Jews had been specially honoured of God. To them were committed the oracles of God, and they were favoured with a divine revelation
()f His will and worship; but blindness in part-and a most important part,
-too-happened to them: they knew not God in Cl.rist. They were and are
still totally blind as to the Messiah. " He came unto His own, and His
own received Him not." They saw no beauty and comeliness in Him, and
rejected Him, notwithstanding the clearest evidences before them of His
being the Mighty God; a veil was upon their hearts.
And then the blindness in part IS seen also in the fact that a remnant
according to the election of grace shall be brought to the knowledge of'
the truth, an.d, in many instances, proclaim it, too. We remember om'
lIerschels and Abrahams, and we are told that there are upwards of one
hundred ministers labouring within the pale of the Established Ohurch who
are converted Jews. The blindness, therefore, in this sense also is in part;
for some shall have the light until the fulness of the Gentiles, when the
whole number of God's elect, both Jew and Gentile, shall be perfected, ac-carding to covenant arrangement. "0 the depth of the riches both of the
wisdom and knowledg'e of God! how unsearchable are His judgments, and
His ways past finding out! For who hath known the milid of the Lord? or
who hath been His counsellor? Or who hath first given to Him, and it
'shall be recompensed unto him again? For of Him, and through Him,
and to Him, are all things; to whom be glory for ever. Amen."
Having, therefore, referred to these two mysteries, we will com'e at 011ce
to some of those which appear to us more particularly connected witit
God's kingdom of grace, as follows ; 1. The mystery of God's will.
2. 'fhe mystery of the Trinity.
3. The mystery of the election of God III forming a kingdom unto
Himself.
4. The mystery of the incarnation of our Lord-" God manifest in
the flesh."
5. The mystery of the Gospel of Ohrist.
6. The mystery of the work of the Spirit, by which His people are
brought into vital union with a precious Ohrist.
7. The mystery of the raising of the dead, and the change of living
,(3aints.
.* Tilt Ckristiall .L1.lInotator, vol. ii., p. 165.
QQ2
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"The works of the Lord are great, sought out of all thom that have
pleasure therein."-We have pleasure therein. May God direct us to
search out that which is according to His mind and will! Certainly, with
the Word of God before us, we shall advance nothing that wc cannot
prove from its sacred pages. We are to notice1. The mystery of God's will, and the passage that refers to this is
Ephesians i. 9: "Having made known unto us the mystOl'y of His
will, according to His good pleasure which He hath purposed in Himself."
-We sometimes find ourselves asking such questions as these; ",Vho is
God? What is He like? What was His origin? ,Vhat was there
before God?" Ah! poor finite man, thy mind expanded to its highest
intellect cannot find out our glorious Him. Who by searching can find out
God? " If I ascend up into heaven, 'rhou art there: if I make my bed in
hell, behold, Thou art there. If I take the wings of the morning, and
dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; even there shall Thy hand lead
me, and Thy right hand shall hold me."
As there is mystery about His Person, so must there bo about His wilL
" God said, Let there be light, and there was light;" but from whence did
light come but from the mystery of His will? And when He says, "Let
there be light in the soul "-when He passes by and says, "Live," how do
we live? From whence cometh the light and the life but from the mystery
of His will? He doeth as seemeth Him good in the armies of heaven,.
and among the inhabitants of the earth. But the grand concentration
of God's will is in the gift of His dear Son, our Saviour Jesus ChristIn Him is sublime mystery, as we shall try presently to see, in connexion
with His incarnation, death, and resurrection, showing how completely it
was the glory of God to conceal a thing; and, by reversion as it were,
we find each Person in the Trinity honouring each; hence our dear Lord,.
when on earth, declared that all His work was the carrying out of His
Father's will. "I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father
which hath sent me." "And this is the Father's will which hath sent me,
that of all which He hath given me I should lose nothing, but should
raise it up again at the last day." So that-oh, mercy of mercies!the will of the Father and the work of Christ are developed in the·
love, grace, salvation, preservation, and glorification of the Church.
Now, God might have shut up the mystery of His will from us, bub
the mercy is, He has and is revealing it through His Word; hence the
value of the Scriptures. Never could His will be made known but by
Revelation, and in that precious Book we have the revelation of His will ;
. and, by an allwise discipline and teaching, He is making His covenant
people understand Him and His working more and more. It would be
an interesting contemplation, did space allow, to trace out this in the
cases of some His prophets and saints-such, for instance, aR the career of
Moses, Gideon, David, Saul, and many others. But, dear fellow Christians,.
our own experience-cloes it not mark the mystery of His will? Our call by
Divine grace-the revelation of Christ to our souls-our experience of Him
day by day, and the discipline wo are passing through-all, all is traceable
to. the mystery of His will.
2. The mystery of the lhnity. This we have in Colossians ii. 2:
"That their hearts might be comfortod, being knit together in love, and
unto all richeS of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgment of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ." And
the Catholic faith is this: that we worship one God in trinity, and trinity·
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un unity-neither confounding' the Persons, nor dividing the substancefor there is one Person of the Pather, another of the Son, and another of
the Holy Ghost. But the Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost is all one; the glory equal, the majesty co-eternal. Such as
the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy Ghost. The Father
uncreate, the Son uncreate, and the Holy Ghost uncreate. The Father
incomprehensible, the Son incomprehensible, and the Holy Ghost
incomprehensible. The Father eternal, the Son eternal, and the Holy
Ghost eternal; and yet there are not three eternals, but one eternal, as
also there are not three incomprehensibles, nor three uncreated, but one
uncreated and one incomprehensible-Father, Son, ann Holy Ghost,
,almighty, co-equal, co-eternal. What sublime but strange language is
this! How can it be that there can be three in one and one in three?
How can you explain it ? We can no more explain it than we can explain
the secret of God's will, for, mark, it is the mystery of God, and the
Father, and of Ohrist-the mystery ofthe Trinity-and, because it is so, my
faith is to grasp it; and wonderfully is our faith helped by the evidences
of the Word, for proofs of it abound in the Scriptures, which are the revelation of His will: for instance, "I was set up from everlasting, from the
beginning, or ever the earth was. When there were no depths, I
was brought forth; when there were no fountains abounding with water.
Before the mountains were settled, the clouds established, or the foundation of the earth appointed, then I was by Him as one brought up with
Him; and I was daily His delight, rejoicing always before Him." What
a sublime retrospect of the council-chamber of the Eternal Three! And
when the depths were brought forth, and the foundations of the earth
laid, the same glorious truth is proclaimed, for God said, "Let us make
man," while just afterwards it is declared, "The Spirit breathed upon
the waters." Think, again, how the same fact shone forth on the baptism
of our Lord; see how the apostles taught the same truth, and how the
orclinance of baptism is to be be administered in the name of the Trinity;
and how the saints have fellowship with-and will have fellowship to the
end of time with-each person of the Deity. While the first chapter in
the Bible, as we h2.ve seen, declares it, so does the last, for in Rev. xxii.
we have a deseription of the throne of God and the Lamb. But we pass
{)n to refer to3. The mystery of the election ~f God, in the forming of a kingdom
unto Himself; and thi,s we have in Mark iv. 11 : " And Jesus said unto
them, Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God:
but unto them that are without" (clearly intimating two distinct classesthose that are without, and those tliat are within), "unto them that are
'w'ithout, all these things are done in parables: that seeing they may see,
and not perceive; and hearing they may hear, and not understand; lest at
;any time they should be converted, and their sins should be forgiven them."
Now we know that, under the term of "the kingdom of God," everything is included-the secrets of the Gospel dispensation-the mysterious
doctrines of grace, and all that pertains to salvation. But, as it is the
mystery of the" kingdom "-and where there is a kingdom there must
be subjects and citizens-so we think the expression more particularly
brings out the fact of the election of grace. 'Ve know, also, that this
;mbject is not palatable to the so-called professing world; but our business
is to leam if it be according to the will and purpose of God, and then to
bellCl, believe, and rejoice in it.

Tile Gospd j}Iaga:::illc.

526

We have already dwelt upon the mystery of God's wiII, fiS bringing
out His divine sovereignty, for "He doeth as seemeth Him good in the
armies of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can
stay Hise.hand, or say, What doest Thou?" Now, in the development of
that will is seen the fact of the election of grace; and, that thero can be
no doubt of this, we may remind you that the Holy Spirit directed the
Apostle Peter to address the household of faith as "elect according to
the foreknowledge of God;" therefore, if a man will not, in the wilfulness of his spirit, admit God's choice of His people, he denies His foreknowledge, and, in deny:ng His foreknowledge, he ignores His divine·
sovereignty, and thus is inevitably driven into Deism. Nor does his
difficulty stop here, for to resist the doctrine of election is, also, to
deprecate the fact of the Trinity, and for this reason, that eaeh Person
in the Trinity is concel'l1ed in that election, as laid down in the
Scriptures. Thus, with rpgard to the Father, it is declared, "Goel
hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation;" while the Son
is declared" to have laid down His life for the sheep;" and it is said
of the Spirit, "that God hath chosen His people to salvation through
the sanctification of the Spirit;" so that to resist God's sovereign
election is to annul the work of the Trinity, and throw into disorder
the Lord Jehovalt' 8 perfect scheme of grace.*" The Word of God tells us
that electing love was according to the will of J ehovah, even before He
laid the foundation of the world-hence angels were elected.
Christ was the elected one of the Fathe!', and the same after He laid
tho foundation of the earth, for God's ancient people were His l'llected,.
and they best typified His spiritual Israel. The same truth Jesus
preached in His memorable sermon on the mount, and it was the'
burden of His last prayer: and His apostles, having learnt of Him
and drank into His Spirit, taught it also. Well, then, putting these
things together, concerning the mystery of God's sovereign, electing love,
we will say:" Let proud free-will dispute Jehovah's right
To choose a people for His holy name,
And carnal minds revolt at fixed decrees;
I'll glory in the thought that all my peace,
My pardon, life, and joy, yea, all my hope,
My faith and love, flow down in sacred streams
From this grand source: God's free, electing love."
4. The mystery. of the incarnat2'on of our Lord, and this we have in
that memorable passage (1 Timothy iii. 16): "And without controversy
great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on
in the world, received up into glory."
. We have already seen how it is the glory of God to conceal a thing,
but you will observe that the incarnation of the IJord Jesus Christ is
called a great mystery of.qodliness-and so, indeed, it is.
Jesus in the fulness of time was born: " The Word was made flesh,
ana. dwelt among us." To accomplish this in the infinitude of Jehovah's
mind, we are told, the Virgin Mary-the elected and appointed earthly
vessel-was "found of cltild of tllO .Holy Ghost;" and, to seal that
mysterious fact, the angel of the Lord appears unto J oseph in 'a
dream. telling him, "that which was conceived in her WAS of the
<.

See

GOSPEL lIfAGAZINE,

1867, p. 345-" God's Sovereign, Electing I,oYe."

.

,

,

I

Tile Gospel JllJ(f

tr#ill .

C>27

I 1y
mystery of mysteries I wh
(1n filth m al' explain
Id 'IV udr u ol~liti n? Who can understand tb unity of the esntiallife £
d with a nature corrupt, resulting in I1 th God-manf?"
t must b
d oly who can explain it; it is 101' man to bow to it.
I' Great ia th my t ryof godliness." God was manifest in the flesh.
t was th roll t rpi 0 of Jehovah. It is worthy of notioe that, while
the thr . van!l' Jists, Matt.hew, Mark, and Luke, refer at once to ~his
fj' eb rolLUj~ eto.tl 0 of God III the flesh, the beloved John looks baok lnto
tho B
of t l'nity, and shows that the Lord Jesus had an existence
long ~ re
appeared in the flesh. He says: "In the beginning
IVB th Worel, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God."
And thon, aft l' describing the Logos thus, he gives us an expansive
odhead power: "The same was in the beginning with
vi w of i
od. All things were made by Him, and without Him was not any thing
nlnde that was made." The stupendous works of creation were made
by
im; the starry firmament above was made by Him; the sea
and nll that therein is was made by Him; and yet this Infinite One
b (l,rn clothed with flesh-this Bountiful One became the Babe of
tblebem-this Creator of the universe became the Crucified One.
h, marveEous mystery! oh, inexplicable conjunction! oh, mercy most
adorable! this Son of God and God the Son manifested in the flesh!
True, His birth was attended· with circumstances of external indigence
find meanness, but it was also marked with a dignity and majesty far
surpassing the pomp of kings, and the splendour of palaces and retinues;
and, as if to carry out the mystery of godliness, although angels were the
heralds of the new-born Saviour, the first tidings of Emmanuel's birth
was given to [)ome poor humble shepherds, who were keeping watch o'er
their flocks at night. And then, not Il1.erely at His birth was it evident
He was the God-child, but ever and anon the Godhead power would
shine forth, althoug-h veiled in humanity, and forming the wondrous
conj unction of the God-man. It was the God that turned the water into
wine at the marriage in Cana; it was the Man that, thirsting, said to
the woman of Samaria, "Give me drink." It was the God that fed the
multitude with five barley loaves and two small fishes; it was the Man
that, returning to the City of Bethany, Himself" hungered." It was the
God that rose up in the ship and commanded the angry waves to be
stilI; it was the Man that, from very weariness, was asleep in the vessel.
It was the God that cast out devils from men; it was the Man that,
manifesting all the tenclerest feelings of our nature, wept at the grave
of Lazarus. Oh, wonderful combination of natures! I find many things
ascribed to Him which cannot belong to Him as God; I find others
ascribed to Him which cannot pertain to Him as man; and here is the
r:;olution of the difficulty: "God was manifest in the flesh, a combi:r;.ation of grandeur and abasement ;";,, and then, while we cannot understand this mystery, we can see its necessity. It was necessary that" the
·Word" should become incarnate, that He might fulfil His mediatorial
work; for a Mediator in the matter of eternal salvation must be God to
take hold of God, and Man to take hold of man, representing both in
Himself: for there is one God and one Mediator between God and man,
the Man Christ Jesus. ""Wherefore in all things it behoved Him to be
made like unto His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful
High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the
.~
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sins of His people." Here, then, is a wonderful subject-a wonderful
mystery-God manifest in the flesh. It is fraught with importance-nay,
upon it hangs our eternal salvation and destiny. It is an inexhaustible
theme; but we must pass on to notice5. The mystery of the Gospel of Chr£st.-This we have in Eph. vi. 19:
" And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my
mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the Gospel." But many
open their mouths and make no mystery of it; they offer salvation to all,
and leave all to reject it or receive it at pleasure; but how does God's
Word put it? There we find the Gospel described as a mystery for the
following reasons: because(i.) It £s the dispensation of the grace of God.-" You have heard," saYB
the Apostle Paul, addressing the Ephesian Church, "of the dispensation
of the grace of God, which is given me to you-ward." "Now is the
accepted time; now is the day of grace,"-not, as many suppose, for man
to work in the matter of salvation- but now is the dispensation of the
grace of God for the Spirit to work-as our Lord said, "I will send the
Comforter, and He, the Spirit of truth, will lead you into all truth," and
which sholVs us a second reason why the Gospel is a mystery, viz.It £s the m£nistt'at£on of the Sp£rit of God, as it is written (2 Cor. iii. 7) :
"If the ministration of death, written and engraven in stones, was glorious,
so that the children of Israel could not stedfastly behold the face of
Moses for the glory of his countenance; which glory was to be done
away: how shall not the ministration of the Spirit be rather glorious ?"
And it is glorious, for it reveals Christ-ministers spiritual things, such
as peace, pardon, righteousness and salvation, spiritual joy and comfort. The Gospel is a mystery, because- ,
(iii.) By £t life and £mmortaldy are brought to ligM (2 Timothy i. 10).
The ministration of the Spirit has worj,:ed a mighty change, and now the
Gospel brings it to light, and life and immortality, the work of the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, is manifested in fruits and effects. Christ, the
Covenant Head of His people, first rose again from tho dead to an immortal life. "When by the Gospel the inward call comes home to the soul,
and the new creation is effected, it is the life of God in the soul. "You
hath He quickened who were dead;" and thus life and immortality are
brought to light, making the poor unworthy sinner a miracle of grace.
Thus viewed, oh, what a holy and sacred office is that of a minister C?f
the Gospel, and a faithful ambassador, who will preach Christ as the sum
and substance, the all and in all of the Gospel, leaving the ministry of the
Spirit to produce life and immortality, and bring the same to light! And
this reminds us that the reception of the Gospel in heart-felt experience
is also myster£ous, for it is called "tlle mystery of fa£th "-that secret
acting power-not put forth by the creature, for he does not possess it,
bu~put forth by the new creation as an evidence oflife divine; "for he
that bel£eveth ltath evcrlast£ng life," and its genuineness can be at once seen
by the object upon wich it. rests. " Christ is all and in all" to the faith
of God's elect, as we often sing,"Faith, 'tis a precious grace,
Where'el' it is bestowed;
It boasts of a celestial birth,
And is the gift of God.
" Jesus it owns as KingAn all-atoning Pl'iest-
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It claims no merits of its own,
But looks for all in Christ.
"To Him it leads the soul,
When filled with deep distress,
Plies to the fountain of His blood,
And b'usts His righteousness."
Thus, then, with regard to the mystery of the Gospel: it is so. because it
is the dispensation of the grace of God; it is the ministration of the
Spirit of God; by it life and immortality are brought to light; and it is
Ireceived by faith, which gives Ohrist all the glory.
'rVe pass on to remember6. 'The mystet·y of the work of the Spi7'it resulting in union with a
i1)recious Ohrist, and the passages are as follows (Romans xvi. 25): "Now
to Him that is of power to stablish you (the Holy Ghost) according to
my Guspel, and the preaching of Jesus Ohrist, according to the revelation
of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began, but now is
made manifest "-and this work resulting in a mystery within a mystery,
-even the spiritual union between Ohrist and His Ohurch, as it is written
(Eph. v. 30): "For we are members of His body, of His flesh, and
of His bones. For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother,
and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. This
is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Ohrist and the Ohur(,h."
And how wonderful and precious is this mystery of the work of the Spirit!
You may be sitting in your pew in a place of worship; much that drops
fl'om the minister's lips, it may be, only enters the head, and is soon forvotten; but presently the Word is fitly spoken, and the set time to favour
Zion has come, and the Holy Spirit wOl'ks,-ah! works as "the wind,"
that Lloweth where it listeth; "the fire," that melts and purifies the
soul; "the 1 ain," that refreshes and invig:>rates the graces; "the dew,"
that works silently, secretly, and effectually; "the dove," that bears
the olive branch of peace within, and the "still small voice" that whisI)el'S words of comfort and assurance; and this same gracious Spirit draws
Ithe soul into vital union with a precious Ohrist. ~1hough this union is
planned. in eternity, it is effected in the fulness of time "to the Lord's
own." Can you ever forget that fulness of time to you, when the Spirit
brought you into the felt realization of covenant love-when Jesus captivated your soul by the revelation of Himself, and inspired you with a
-corresponding love for lIim-and when the declaration came home to thy
soul, "Thy Maker is thy IIusband, the Lord of hosts is His name?"
'Oh, what a memorable" clay of grace" was that to you !-how marvellously
the Lord wrought for you the realization of pardoning love and mercy!
Well may the Apostle say, "This is a great mystery "-one, indeed, the
world never can understand, nor yet the Ohurch, unless it was revealed
and realized by her. Let the contemplation of it cause us more and
more to value and honour the Spirit of God, by whom alone we are
.brought to the realization of these great things which make wise unto
salvation.
'Tis by His agency alone
That eve:ry saint receives
The word by which the heart of stone
Is melted and believes."
{)]I, how much might be said upon this precious, hallowed work of tile
Spirit! But we must pass all to our last mystery, viz : H
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7. TIle mystery of tile raising of tile dead, and the change of living saints r
and this we have in 1 Corinthians xv. 51 : "Behold, I shew you a mystery r
VIe shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and
the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed," &c.
It has been thought by many persons, in all ages, "a thing incredible
that God should raise the dead." The Sadducees said, "There is no resurredion, neither angels or spirits;" and, even among our Lord's disciples,
·-though some of them, like Lazarus's sister Martha, believed that the
dead would rise again in the resurrection of the last day-others doubted
and wondered what rising from the dead could mean; and when Pau1
preached to the philosophers at Athens, and declared tu them the resurrection of Jesus, they were astonished, and said, "He soemeth to be the
setter forth of strange gods," because he preached unto them J osus and
the resurrection ; and, when he urged the matter on the occasion of pleading before Agrippa and Festus, the latter interrupted him the moment he
adverted to the l'esurrection of J osus, exclaiming, "Paul, thou art beside
thyself; much learning hath made thee mad." Pliny classes it amongst
the impossible things which God cannot accomplish-" to call back the dead
to lifo"-but why should it be impossible? He who causes life natural,
and life spiritual, what is to hinder Him from causing life eternal? He
is able-He will do it-He has done it. The body of Lazarus was reanimated at the voice of the God-man: "Lazarus, come forth;" and
Lazarus was but a type of the saints who sleep in their graves, and who
at His command shall rise again.
'l'lle doctrine of the resurrection of the dead is, therefore, one of the
great articles of the Christian faith. We believe that Jesus died androse
again; but more than this-oh, soul-encouraging fact I-we are taught,
also, that them that sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him-that Ohrist
by His rising became the first-fruits of them that slept-that the dead shall
be raised incorruptible-that the sea shall give up their dead-that at this
resurrection the dead in Ohrist shall rise first, and that the Lord Jesus
Ohrist will change" our vile body, and fashion it like unto His glorious
body, according to the working of that almighty power whereby He is
able to subdue all things to Himself."
We have thus brought before you, for your further meditation and
rejoicing, some of the mysteries of Jehovah :-The mystery of God's wiUah! who can fathom it ?-of the Trinity in unity, and unity in Trinityof the election of grace, evidently according to the mind and purpose of
God-of the incarnation of our Lord, the grand centre truth of all-of the
Gospel brought home to the poor sinner, and received by a faith that rests
in Jesus-of the work of the Spirit of God, bringing the soul into an indissoluble union with Ohrist-and of the raising of the dead in Him,
an expectation which shall not be disappointed. We cannot, however,
leave the subject without- reminding you of the climax: of all these
wonderful mysteries, namely, Revelation in its fulness, which must be
glorification.
Oh! dear friends, what will it be to take our place amidst patriarchs,
prophets, apostles, and the noble army of martyrs, and join them in
their hallelujahs of praise to Him, who will clear up all mysteries in the
manifestation of HimsQlf in glory-" our glorious Him?"" Now we
see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face." Then shall we
behold Him without a veil b.etween, and dwell with Him in whose pr--
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sence is fulness of joy, and at whose right hand there are pieasures for·
evermore. "
"No eye hath seiln, nor ear hath heard, nor words,
Nor thoughts, nor mortal power can comprehend
The glory that awaits the ransomed soul."
71/anstcaa, Esse:c.
G. C.
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SABBATISM.
IN the 4th of Hebrews we have four rests spoken of; and, with respect to'
order in time, we shall begin with the Sabbatic rest: "For He spake in
a certain place of the seventh day 011 this wise, And God did rest the
soventh day from all His works." Labour and rest were the two great
institutions of God before the fall. Man was put into the gardell to work:
" And the Lord God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden
to dress it and to keep it." Thus, before sin had desolated God's fair·
and holy world, these two institutions were appointed for the benefit and
l)lessing of mankind: daily labour and a seventh day's rest.
In the Old. Testament we trace the blessings or judgments upon God's.
ancient Israel, accordillg to their estimate and observance of His Sabbath;
but, when we come to the Christian dispensation, we find the rest preserved, though the day was changed. The resurrection of Christ, the·
,Vord by which all things were spoken into existence, was the groat
event that in Gospel days precedes the memorial of earth's creation; and
the early gathering of the saints on the Lord's day was owned by His.
presence, oven as 1l0W. At the presellt time there is a marked distillction betweon the nations that honour God in the observance of thB
Sabbath, and those who despise this divine provision for the benefit of
man and the good of His Church. "Righteousnes exalteth a nation,
but sin is a reproach to any people." Woe be to England when a
Continental Sabbath of revelry and amusement takes the place of
all outward observance of God's holy day. If unfallen man needed
rest when the thorns and briers were not to be found, how
much· more does fallen man, after the toil of the week, eit!ler in brain
or hand, need a day of rest to recruit the body, to restore vigoUl'
to the mind, to hear of the way of salvation, to acknowledge there is a
God! But the drift of the objections to a rest-day is to blot out God
from IIis own creation. Therefore the devices of men are multiplied to
get rid of the Sabbath altogether, and make it a day of amusement.
The following testimony from the correspondent of a daily paper is
valuable as showing the contrast between us and our Continental neigh~
bours, tllO use of' the Sabbath being taken on the low ground of physical
rost only by the \yriter, who knew nothing more : "Political news is quite in abeyance, and no newspapers will appear·
until tllo evening', Easter Sunday being one of the few holidays enjoyed
in tllis country by journalists and printers. Englishmen, stick to your
Sunday, with all its faults! If you once let the thin end of the wedge,
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into your right to one day's rest in seven, the whole will sooner or later
,disappear. There are some of us here on the Oontinent who h:we not
,enjoyed the boon since we turned our backs upon your favoured shores."
The following advertisement which appeared in a daily paper may well
alarm those who have no desire for a Oontinental Sabbath to be established on English ground ; -

S UNDAY

EVENINGS

for

the

PEOPLE.-St.

George's Hall, Langham-place.-To-morrow, March 17, a.t
Seven, 'V. H. C. NATION, Esq., on H'fhe Poetical EXpl"Cssiull of
Moral and Religious Thought," in n. Selection from Dickens's
story of U Little Dombey," SelectionsfroDl Haydn's U Creation:"
Miss Emmett, Mr. J. H. Pe~1.l·son, Mr. R. Temple. F'ull lla.IHlaud
Chorus. Conductor, Mr. Gco. Arnold. Tickets at lhc dour. (opcn
6.30), 3d., 6d., Is., and 2s. Bd.

But we have another rest spoken of in this chapter, of which we have
the type in the people of Israel taking possession of the promised land,
which represented the Gospel of the grace of God in contrast to the old
legal dispensation. "Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left, any
-of you should seem to come short of it." The pronoun "us" is not
recognized in the original, for the promise is sure to all the seed; but the
Apostle writes in the way of warning to the Hebrews, "A promise being
left (to the Ohurch of God), any of you should seem to come short of it."
The apostacy of many who professed Ohristianity, and like unto their
forefathers, who feel in the wilderness it was true of them, "the
Word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them
that heard." ·Thousands and tens of thousands of such hearers of the
Gospel are found in every age. Like the literal rest of the literal land,
"They to whom the Gospel was preached (in the type) entered not in
because of unbelief," even so is it now. "Let us therefore fear," saith the
Apostle, "lest, a promise being left (the Ohurch of God), any of you (professing the Gospel) should seem to come short of iL" The true seed-the
Church of God chosen in Ohrist, called by grace and l'edeemed by blood,can never come short of the blessings comprised in the Gospel. They
may come short in their experience, and exceeding short in their feelings,
but short of salvation none of the elect can ever come. This was the
~md God had in view before the worlds were made; and as Jesus, it was
declared, "should see of the travail of His soul and be satisfied," He
cannot be disappointed in the salvation of the least member for whom
He travailed. The security of God's people rests upon what God has
done for them; but the Apostle, throughout this epistle, makes use of
solemn exhortations, grounded upon Old Testament history, to warn his
converts of falling after the same example of unbelief, as in chapters
iii., iv., vi., x., all of which bear some allusion to the old J ~wish law, which
was presented to them for outward obedience only, and upon' which
-condition they retained the promised land. God asked nothing spiritual
of the literal Jew. He had then His elect in the midst ofthe land, who,
taught by the Spirit, looked to Ohrist through the types, and were saved
just as God's redeemed are saved now, even as we see in Heb. xi. But
the Jews, nationally, failing as witnesses for God, neglecting His ordinances (Lev. xxiii.), the weekly Sabbath, and that most severe test of
outward obedience, the seventh-year's Sabbath (Lev. xxv.), the passover,
;and other appointed ceremonials-which cupidity, idolatry, and neglect of
God's Word, made them give up-the Lord visited them for these sins,
"and tossed them like a ball into a large country," and thus fulfilled the
ancient prediction: "I will wipe Jerusalem as a man wipeth a dish,
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wiping it, and turning it upside down," Again, "I will forsake the remnant
of mine inheritance, and deliver them into the hand of their enemies; and
they shall become a prey and a spoil to all their enemies" (2 Kings xxi.
13, 14). Thus God dealt with His literal Israel. In a land not larger
than Wales God planted His people, and established His worship with
this covenant, "that they should observe His statutes and keep His
laws." But, instead of being God's witnesses to the surrounding
idolatrous nations, "They served their idols, which were a snare unto
them" (Ps, cvi. 36). "Therefore the wrath of the Lord was kindled
against them, so that He abhorred His own inheritance. And He gave
them into the hand of the heathen; and they that hated them ruled over
them." Now, to this conditional covenant the Apostle refers the>
Hebrew converts, showing the contrast between the covenant of grace
and the covenant of works-the covenant of grace being founded upon
the sovereign, irrespective, and invincible will of J ehovah; all conditions
being placed in the hands of the Son to accomplish, and God the Holy
Ghost to reveal to the elect, on whose behalf the covenant was entered
into by the Trinity in unity, the terms being thus: "I will put my
laws into their mind. I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a
people. They all shall know me from the least to the greatest, for I will
be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities
will I remember no more." Here we have an epitome of the Gospel of
the grace of God, which was set forth and shadowed out in the Jewish
dispensation, through the types which the elect looked at by faith and
saw the Mediator between God and men-the God-Man, Ohrist Jesus.
Now, this leads us to the third rest spoken of in this chapter, and this
is a personal matter: "For we which have believed do enter into rest."
"For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his
own works, as God did from I-lis." Here we see the Sabbatic rest,
aud the rest enjoyed in the promised land carried out to the full in
the Divine enjoyment of spiritual rest in Ohrist, whereby the sinner
and the Saviour are brought into fellowship, so to speak, and
where God says to the soul, "Thy sins and iniquities I will remember
no more," and so fulfils the terms of the new covenant in point of
experionce, though the oldest in point of time, as spoken of again
in Heb. x. 16, 17. rrhis is the day of jubilee to the believer, the
day of reconciliation, the great day of atonement in the soul's experience.
No servile work is now done.
"We which have believ6ld do enter
into rest." The clouds and thick darkness have passed away, and
the Sun of Righteousness has risen with healing in His beams. The
soul knows something now of joy and peace in believing. "The days
of weeping for Moses" are ended, and Joshua leads the true Israelite
into the Gospel land. Often the child of God, in an after day, is led
to question all this. Distressed 'by sin, and for wise though hidden
reasons left to grope for the wall as the blind, he bogins to fear it was
all a dolusion, and to cry out : " Where is the blessedness I knew,
When first I saw the Lord?"
Perhaps some idol has got into the heart, or worldly conformity has
crept in. The love of ease, of money, of the good opinion of empty
professors-all this will produce separation between God and the soul,
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.and then the cry is, when the Spirit of God begins to bring the believer
to book" The dearest idol I have known,
Whate'er that idol be,
.
Teach me to tear it from Thy throne,
And worship only Thee."
Then, humbled before God, and restored by Divine power, the soul again
finds joy and peace in believing, and" that the blood of Jesus Ohrist
cleanseth from all sin."
But there is one point more of which the chapter speaks-the final
rest--the eternal glory: "There remaineth, therefore, a rest to the people
of God." The reality of a hell and a heaven are matters of experience to
a taug·htehild of God. When the terrors of God are set in array in the
conscience of a sinner, he knows and believes there is a hell, for he feels
he deserves the due reward of his sin.
" 'Tis judgment shakes him,
That's the fear."
An the arguments of all the wise men in the world cannot shake his
belief in the solemn fact that ther-e is a hell, and lw deset·ves it. The
Scriptures told him this truth, but there was no impression made till the
Spirit of God began to work, then the awful consequence of sin was
revealed to view. A deserved hell-a fiery law in the conscience-the
torments of condemnation-a sense of divine wrath-an this, less or more,
prepares the way of the Lord, and makes the sinner value the blood of
Ohrist; and, when this peace-speaking blood is realized in the soul, there
is a taste of heaven in the heart. The joy of pardon and acceptance is
~kin to the condition of the blest, and all the arguments of men or devils,
so long as the power of the Spirit brings the things of Ohrist into the
soul, cannot shake the blessed belief that there is a heaven, nor the sweet
persuasion of the soul's interest in it. The wise men of our day, who tell
us there is no such state as hell, will, after a while, tell us there is no
such home as heaven. "Evil men and seducers will wax worse and
worse." The professors of the day, who have fallen into this awful error,
and yet declare their attachment to the doctrines of grace, are described
in the "Vord as men who "hold the truth in unrighteousness"-never
were the subjects of a sound experience-never were brought to the bar of
God-never condemned in their feelings-never saw themselves as fit fuel
for hell, and never had pardoning love and blood revealed to their souls.
From all such teachers (and they are many at the present time), we may
well cry, "Good Lord, deliver us! "
.

1.1.
I,ABOURERS, ARTISANS, AND PROFESSIONAL ll1:EN OF THE
,
BIBLE.
JOSEPH, the last of the PatTiarchal shepherds, died, being an hundred
and ten years old. His brethren also had finished their course, and
were no longer shepherds over Pharaoh's flocks and herds, and all that
generation had passed away; but not so God's faithful promise to Jacob,
" I am Bod, the God of t.hy father: fear not to go down into Egypt; for
I will thel'e make of thee a great nation; " and, accordingly, we read ill
Exodus i: 7, "The children of Israel were fruitful, and increased abun-
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.danilly, and waxed exceeding mighty j and the land was filled with
them." And now it was that Satan, the adversary of the Lord and
.of His people, strove to overturn the purpose of the Most High. A new
,king-Satan's emissary-arose, who knew not Joseph, and he said unto
his people, "Behold, the people of the children of Israel are stronger
.and mightier than we; come on, let us deal wisely with them, lest they
multiply." Ah, poor sinner! God hath said, "They shall multiply, and
heaven and earth shall pass away, but His word shall never pass away;"
..and so, the more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied and grew,
because, even because, "Greater was He that was with them than they
,that were against them." "You seem," said one to his friend,-"you seem
·to ·be ,very much afraid of Satan, and to think him omnipotent." "I am
''Very much afraid of him," was the reply, "and potent he certainly is,
·but, thank God, not omnipotent." Ah, no! for while he can and does
,do much as the troubler of God's Israel, there is still the restraining
.decree, "Thus far shalt thou go, and no further." A Job cannot be
,touched till permission is first granted to try him j how far? only so far as
regal'ds all he hath, but-no new word to Satan-but" upon It£mse1j,'' saith
the Mighty One, "put not forth thine hand." " Not on himself!" some
mayaay; "how is this? Was he not one mass of sores from head to
foot?" Is the shell, we ask, the nut? Is the body the man? We have
only to .read the closing chapters of these ancient records to see how
<completely Satan was held back from doing any real harm to one of
whom,God Himself bears this wondrous testimony: "My servant, Job
-none like him in the earth-a perfect and an upright man-one that
feareth God and escheweth evil."
So was it with Israel. All the oppressions of Pharaoh only served to
show that men and devils could not overthrow, or even disarrange in the
smallest minutim, the carrying out of J ehovah's mighty decrees. As
in later days, "In Rama a voice was heard; Rachel weeping for her
children, and would not be comforted, because they are not." Well, what
ofthat? They, poor innocents (at least, as far as any of Adam's seed can
be so called), were taken from the evil to come, while heaven was beinnpeopled with a noble army of tiny martyrs; but again, we ask, what of
that?
Could Pharaoh-could Satan himself-hinder one infant boy
~scaping the sword of the destroyer, when, on Jehovah's book, it was
recorded that the baby-boy Moses must live-must be first the adopted
son'ofEgypt's princess-then, as a shepherd, feeding Jethro's "flocks on
the back side of the desert," and finally be the leader and deliverer of his
peQple, and the king in J eshurun ?
But, further, while closely studying our subject, it is profitable to note
that, while the sovereignty of J ehovah is alike supreme and unmistakable,
He chooses to employ means and ag<'mcies. Thus, the babe must be saved,
but also the mother must hide the ehild for t/lree months, but no longer-this
would be it tempting of Providence-then she must, with the faith imparted to her, very carefully prepare the ark, into which her child must
be placed, and, after leaving him in it, she must leave it in the flags by
the river's brink. But is the mother's agency exhausted yet? No! she
must not crush and smother (as some would have us suppose God re,quires) those sacred emotions and affections He Himself has implanted,
.and which, we think, death itself cannot and will not se'er. No! she
.JIlust be the mother still-tender, patient, trustful, bra1:e-yes, and enduring;
;for easier far to .1>0 in :Miriam's place than q llietly at home ill all the
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agony of suspense and uncertainty-at least, in as far as the old naturemight be listened to.
But, more, God uses tmconscious agencies as well as conscious ones.
" An ass is made to speak with man's voice, in order to forbid the madness of the prophet;" and his babe mttst tccep, in order to touch the
woman-heart of his deliverer, who, moreover, must choose for his nurso
the child's own mother. Well may an apostle exclaim, "0 the depth of
the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past finding out! "
Chap. ii. 11.-Strange is our next view of Moses when he was grown;
he is brought before us a murderer. One word as we pass on. Is it not
strange how, in reading sacred history, we find a pi'oneness to judge after
human judgment, Hnd to excuse or commend according to man's code of
what is generous, or " above-board," as the sayiug is? Thus, do wo not
find an advocate within for the young prince who so uuselfishly took the
part of his weak and oppressed countryman? though it is true he did look
this way and that way, and, when he saw there was no man, he slew tht)
Egyptian, and Md him. How differently does the Holy Ghost deal with
sin! No palliating-no excuse even for an Abraham'slie, though he was
the friend of God, or for a David's sin, though he was the man after
God's own heart. Penitent and pardoned though he was, God's honour
as a Holy God must be vindicated, "because," said the prophet, "by this
deed thou hast given great occasion to the enemies of the Lord to
blaspheme, the child also that is born unto thee shall surely die." So
was it in the case of Moses. He had yet to learn that the God of the
Hebrews was, according to the song of Moses (Rev. xv..'3), not only great
and marvellous in His works, but also just and true in His ways as the
King of saints; and, if His saints forget His presence and commit sin, He
will show them by His after-chastenings that "He that is higher than
thA highest regardeth."
Pharaoh did hear of "this thing," though Moses thought no man saw
him, and, to escape the puniShment of a murderer, he had to flee; and
now comes the second stage in Moses' experience, and the training
necessary to fit him to be the leader and deliverer of God's Israel. He
without whom a sparrow cannot fall to the ground, led him to a certain
well in Midian, just when his future wife came with her sisters to water her
father's flock. 'fhe story is somewhat similar to that of J acob, true to
nature, and to the pastoral habits of that age. Under the protection of
the priest of Midian, Moses was content to dwell; and, while keeping the
flock of Jethro, his father-in-law, he no doubt learnt many lessons of
endurance, courage, and patience.
It was while a shepherd that the Great I AM: revealed Himself to him
in the burning bush-the Great I AM-none other than Jesus, the good
Shepherd, "IV ha " goeth before His sheep, and they follow Him, and know
His voice "-the gooel Shepherd, who gave His life for His sheep, who
careth for His sheep, and knows each one of them, and calleth them by
name-a name known to Him-yea, entered by Him in His own Book of
Life 1,efore the foundation of tho world (Eph. i. 4).
M.C.C.

"
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THE FEARLESS.
Is there anyone, dear reader, save a Christian, who can truly be said
to be placed above the need of fear? There have been men, like that
remarkable man, Lord Nelson, to whom the fear of man was almost unknown; men who have not quailed at the sight of man or beast, and
before whom difficulties, that appeared to ordinary minds insurmountable,
have vanished, and who conquered all who withstood them; but where
will yot;. find a person, unless endued with the grace of God, who can
exclaim with the Psalmist those confident words, "I will fear no evil, for
Thou art with me ? "
Everyone naturally dreads some person, or thing, poverty, loss, imprisonment, enemies, pain, shame, or death. The Christian alone is privileged to be placed above the fear of evil.
Everything that a human being need be afraid of is comprehended in
the word evil. The natural question thus arises, What is evil? We
reply, Nothing more nor less than disobedience to God's holy laws, and
its fearful and manifold results. And the origin of evil is strangely
astounding; for, as far as we know, it first developed itself in the courts
of Heaven. Our Lord appears to refer to this, when He said, " I beheld
Satan fall as lightning from Heaven." The very creature who had been
made bright and glorious by his Creator, thought himself equal to God,
and, in the pride of his heart, snatched at that sceptre which has always
been wielded in love and uprightness.
Paul speaks of the mystery of iniquity. Evil is not only so in its
origin, but in its continuity and universal influence. Men say, Why did
not God stamp out this abomination? Why allow the arch enemy of
souls to lead captive so many at his will? All we can say upon this
point, were we to reason for ever, is, God has so permitted it in His infinite
wisdom; and, as He is the wisest of all beings, we are bound to bow with
reverence before Him, and to utter the words of the patriarch, "Shall
not the Judge of all the earth do l'ight ? " They who are rightly taught
are well assured that He will. We may be certain of this, that no evil
shall hurt His children, and that all that have fled to Him for refuge will
truly find that He is able, as well as willing, to protect them.
The influenco of tlvil appears to be similar to that of goodness.
Solomon says, "One sinner destroyeth much good." And of the
righteous, it is said that they "turn many to righteousness." These
two principles are always in antagonism to each other-they are as
diametrically opposed as tho oast is to the west. God has unmistakably
stamped His approbation upon the one, and His condemnation upon the
other. This is very encouraging when we remember that man is beset
with evil. From his cradle to his grave, evil in some form or other surrounds him. Such is the way of human life. It is the King's high way,
but it is beset with robbers and snares, and nothing but the
graco of God can preserve us from them, or give us the victory over
them. Evil -ivorks insidiously in the heart of man by questioning God's
judgment and goodness. In so many worus, we say we do not believe
Him. We do not think there is any harm in many of the things which
Ho has forbidden us to uo. They appear to us little things, and we will
not believe for ono momont that the Almighty will take account of such
trifles. Thus an evil heart argues, and forgets that everything begins
with what is apparontly small and insignilicant.. Take, however, the
R It
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first step, and be assured that unless prevented by God's help, we shall,
without doubt, fall into the pit of destruction.
What necessity for the prayer of the Psalmist"Hold Thou me up, and I shall be safe."
It is a consoling thought to the child of God, that, though evil is so
rampant and universal, yet goodness must eventually triumph. Evil,
after all, is but working out the complete will of God. He that sits in the
heavens will laugh it to scorn. It can no more hurt Him, or thwart His
designs, than the night can hurt the day, or prevent the sun u'om fructifying the fruits of the earth. It is this knowledge which accompanies
the fearlessness of the believer. To suppose with some persons that God
is every day thwarted by evil; that it is a thing which took Him by surprise, and over which He has little or no control, is about the most dishonourable view we can entertain towards Him who "doeth whatsoever
He pleaseth among the armies of Heaven, and the inhabitants of the
earth, and none can stay His hand, or say, What doest Thou?" But
"what we know not now, we shall know hereafter."
"God is His own Interpreter,
And He will make it plain."
Whatever difficulties surround the subject of evil, God will make goodness in the long run to triumph. The days of evil are numbered; the
years of goodness are everlasting. God is not unrighteous. Over the
portals of Heaven we shall seo this inscription, "The Lord our God is
holy." Every mouth shall be compelled to acknowledge that He alone
is the just One, and that all the world is guilty before God.
" Perfect and true are all His ways,
Whom heaven adol'es, and death obeys."

THE PRESENCE OF GOD.
1.

THE PRESENOE OF
FORGIVENESS OF Sil....S.

GOD

IMPLIES THE KNOWLEDGE OF

Hn.:r

IN THE

"Conscience makes cowards of us alL" Sin contains within it everything to alarm-to unnerve. It is not calculated to afford assurance or
calmness to the mind. It lives in excitement-it is an utter stranger to
peace and consolation. We might as well expect the clearness of an
Italian sky on a murky November day in London, as anything lil:re satisfaction from the pursuit of sin.
Ignorance of the divine Author of the Commandments is the chief
reason of our dislike and disobedience to them. He who gave them is
the God of love; and not one of them can be broken without discovering
to our cost that it WIJ.S given to us in loving-kindness and tender mercy.
And, as "in keeping of them there is great reward," so in breaking of
them a time is sure to como when conscionce must be aroused, and that
which is now pleasant will bocome intolorable; and, without the assurance
of God's forgiveness, tho soul will become fearful, alarmed, and full
of despair.
The presence of God, however, in tho forgiveness of sins implies an
accurate knowledge of Him. Boforo this the soul thought Him " a hard
Master, reaping where He had not sown, and gathering where He had
not strawed." But now being brought to His footstool with weeping and

;
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more a child of wrath,
Thy smiling face I see;
And praise Thee for the work of faith
Which Thou hast wrought in me."
hu he may w II exclaim, "I will fear no evil."

"

El 1', 'L'nE l?ltESENCE OF GOD PURIFIES THE HEART.

M n d n t like to be told that their hearts are like nests of unclean
birds; that " excopt they be born again they ca,nnot see the kingdom of
I

0 ."

.

ot th se things are true. " Who can bring a, clean thing out of an
uncI an?" "We are all," says the sacred oracle, "as an unclean thing,
and all our righteousness are as filthy rags." "Every imagination of
n unrenewed heart is evil, and that continually."
We all know how greatly we are inUuenced by earthly companions.
How much greater must be the friendship and communion of God! He
.cannot come into the human heart without diffusing His light, and
shedding abroad His love. "In His light we see light;" in His love we
enjoy the exquisite delight of love unknown to the carnal, unregenerate
mind.
And this, to a greater or less extent, is the lot of all God's children.
For, though the believer is discontented with the degree of his love, yet
he knows that there is love in his heart to God, an.d he can truly say
with Peter, "Lord, Thou knowest all things, Thou knowest that I love
rrhoe." There is no object that he so willingly contemplates as that of
" tho Fa,ther of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither the sha,dow
of a turning," and the daily wish of his heart isGive me a pure a,nd lowly heart,
A temple meet :for Thee."
Wha,t a powor there is in purity of heart! It resists evil, and there is
nothing elso to a,larm a child of God.
H

TUEN, AGAIN, TilE rREsENCE
TROUBLE.

OF

GOD

AFFORDS

STRENGTH IN TIME OF

"Man is born to trouble as the sparks fly upward." This seems to be
ordainecl in the Providenco of God, in order that man should not make
this earth his resting place-this life his all in all. Hence trouble and
~~nxioty are to be found, more or less, in every circumstanco of human
life, and from them none arc exempt. Rich and poor, learned and unlearned, strong and weak, are all the subjects of care and sorrow; yea,
even royalty itself is no exception; and, as a rule, the higher the station
the greater the solicitude. L'{one are so fearful of a revel'se as those who
have the most to lose. The greater the height we attain, the greater
will be a fall from that altitude. What fearful tragedies have been committed on account of trouble! Persons without a tower of defence and
refuge have vainly rushed to suicide, to put an end, as they thought, to
their unbearable trials. Others have been bereft of their reason; and
some have become misanthropes-haters of their fellow-creatures-being
" set on fire of hell."
.
The believer has an unfailing pl'Omise to rely on: "I will be with.R R

2

540

The Gospel Magazim.

him in trouble," says his faithful God. How different this conduct.
to man's fickle friendship. Our acquaintances stand aloof when we are
reduced in our circumstances, when we have fallen from our social
position j but God is nearer to us in the hour of distress than at any
other. He is "the Friend that sticketh closer than a brother." "When
thou passest throngh the waters I will be with thee, and through the
floods they shall not overflow thee; when thou walkest through the fire
thou shalt not be burnt, neither shall the flame kindle upon you." The
history of the Church contains the most convincing proofs that these
great and precious promises have been abundantly fulfilled in the experience of all true Christians.
" Courage, my soul, J cbovah speaks,
His promise is foL' thee:
I never will forsake nor leave
The soul betroth'd to me."
THE PRESENCE OF GOD IS TilE ONLY ANTIDOTE TO DEATH.

"He that believeth in me," said our divineLord, "shall never see death."
And in another place He says the believer shall not "taste death." The
reason is that the child of God has the presence of Him who conquered
death, removing its sting, taking away the victory of the grave, and thus
making the change from earth as gentle as an infant's sleep, calm as the
summer wave, and glorious as the setting sun.
" Sin entered into the world, and death by sin." Death is so unnatural
that everything struggles against aud dreads its approach. It is the
fly in the pot of ointment of human life and its enjoyments.
" What a melancholy thing it is," said a worldly man, "that we must
all die; that after the attainment of wealth and honour and fame, we must
all succumb to the king of terrors." Melancholy indeed to them who have
laid up their treasures upon earth! For we are assured by God's word,
that "as we brought nothing into this world, so we shall carry nothing
out." And, if we look further, and see not only the loss of all eartWy
comforts, but a fearful punishment to all impenitent and ungodly men,
the view becomes truly dismal, if we are among the unregenerate and
impure. But to the believer the period of death will be a time of hope,
when the brightness of the everlasting day is dawning, for in Heaven
there shall be no night.
" Thrice happy they who sleep in God,
Securely wafted o'er the flood,
To Canaan's peaceful shore."
What multitudes of the Lord's people, on account of the Master's
presence, have gone through the valley of the shadow of death shouting
aloud of His faithfulness llnd love! How many have died with the most
heavenly smiles on their faces! They have seen and felt underneath
them the everlasting arms of Him who alone hath immortality; and the
icy waters have become as balmy as the oc an under the meridian sun.
"Tell me, my soul, can this b d ath?"
Yes, the death of the Christian; of him who has made Jehovah his
trust; who remembering that all earthly comforts must die; all earthly
affections perish; has "laid up his treasures in heaven, where neither
moth nor rust can corrupt, and where no thieves cannot break through
and steal."
Does the child at school fear to return home to the roof of a loving
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"Shudder not to pass the stream;
V ntlU'e all thy care on Him :
Him whose dying love and power
Stilled its tossing, hushed its roar.
Safe is the expanded wave;
Gentle as a summer's eve.
Not one object of His care
Ever suffered shipwreck there."

,

. .

T E MINISTRY A JOY.-A WORD FOR THE YO
ministry is not a SOl'l'owful life of self-denial, hardship, and
privation. It is the most soul-comforting, heaven-inviting work that
ha ever engaged the sons of men. They who would be useful in any
, olling will find that they have to bow t~eir backs to heavy burdens,
The soldier and sailor give up home, and often life, for their country.
The loneliness of the wounded and dying on the battle-field is as sharp a
cross as the missionary's death in any foreign field. The toiler in any
worldly avocation grapples with real difficulties; he is as often weary in
his work, thwarted in his plans, discouraged in his hopes, as the minister
()f Christ. The record of every village will show among its lawyers,
physicians, merchants, and craftsmen, more failures than among the
clergy of the Church. It is not the ministry which alone offers trials.
They belong to every lot. The thorns are in every path. The grace of
God may help us to bear them like men. It may even make the way of
trial a way of roses. These callings JUay all bear the stamp of a higher
service; and yet it is true that the happiest life that God ever gave to any
man is that of a faithful minister. It is abovo all other honours to be
the servant of the Chmch, the ambassador of God, the steward of the
mysteries of the Gospel.
Think how short life is! Think how sad it is to work and toil and
die, and carry nothing of this weary work to the wodd unseen! And yet
this is the life of thousands. How much uetter for us all to seek, in our
vocation and calling, to be God's messengers of love to the sad, the sinful,
and the sorrowing! Can there be a holier joy than to be permitted in
Jesus' name to bind up broken hearts, and tell a sinful wodd of redeeming love? Is it not a call to thrill a young heart with joy that he is
called of God to be His ambassador ?-that by God's authority He may
receive mell into His kingdom ?-that he may in Jesus' name feed them
'on that uread which came down from heaven, and which, if a man eat, he
shall never hunger? There is no earthly calling which has such sunlight
from heaven. No life is so blessed as that of one who, like Samuel,
is consecrated from childhood to God's service. Saved from the snare of
youth, trained in guilelessness to manhood; who can tell of the joy of
dying, when we can look back upon life with no bitter consciousness of
having betrayed innocence, or perverted the way of others, when we have
never by example or precept caused others to fall? To such a life Jesus
calls our youth. It has its sacrifices, but then sacrifice is the law of
.lJE
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love. These hearts of ours are never satisfied until we go out of ourselves to love others. Love deepens. Love unseals sympathies. Loveunloosens affections. Love brings work, and work brings gladness andpeace and rest with God.
Such, dear brethren, is the work of the ministry of Christ.
.

BISHOP WHIPPLE.

THE MONASTERY OF THE GREAT ST. BERNARD.
To the Etlitor (If the Gospel Magazine.

AND DEAR Sm.,-You will bo astonished to hear from me from
such a place, but here I am enjoying the hospitality of the monks of St..
Bernard. I arrived here with my young companion yesterday, on our
way from Italy to Switzerland, and, as we did not wish to travel Oll
Sunday, "the brotherhood" have kindly permitted us to stay till tomorrow. Nothing can exceed their kindness and hospitality, but, alas, all
is darkness and superstition in a spiritual sense. I went to their" office ",
yesterday; my heart sunk within me ; such a feeling of sadness and pity
came' over me that I was obliged to leave. I have visited the morgue,.
which contains the bodies of those who have perished in the snow.
Many of them are almost perfect, the cold preventing decomposition.
Amongst others was a mother with her child wrapped up in the same
sheet in the position they were found. It was a painful and mournful
sight. My companion has purchased one of the far-famed St. Bernard
dogs to take home to England.
We have been over five weeks away, and have crossed the Alps several
times, passed over the St. Theodule last Tuesday into Italy, and were
tluee hours on the snow and ice; reached Val Tournanch. in Piedmont
late at night, and slept on a bed of dried Alpine moss; but rest was sweet,
and I felt a hope that the Lord was my Keeper, and could say in some
measure of humility and love, "He doeth all things well." Oh, how
richly I have experienced His mercy since I left home! Several times I
have been ill, very ill, and full of fears and dark apprehensions; but He
has proved better to me than all my fears. Adored be His precious name.
Well may the poor Christian say, "Who is a God like unto our God? ".
One thing has struck me wherever we have been,-in France, Belgium,
Switzerland, and especially in Italy,-the degrading nature of Popery. I
have seen the darkness of its superstition, and am impressed more than
ever that it is a system from beneath, and not of God. Oh that England
but knew and prized its mercy in an open Biblo and in its spiritual
privileges! Oh that as a nation we were wise and honoured God in His
rich goodness and mercy! May He be pleased to send times of reviving
and refreshing from the glory of nis prosence !
.
Whilst at Lucerne I was in a very low state of mind, and took from
my pocket a few lines which I had composed before leaving home; I
found them very comforting to my own soul, and enclose a copy.
I am, sir, yours very truly,
D. M. P.
8tlt Sept., 1872.
REV.
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CHEERIN
To the Editor of the Ggspol M.ao i¥tll •
M DE ~ ,noTIIElt,-Grace, mercy, and peaoG £r ID d tho Fathel'
o.nd th
l'd Jesus Christ. Your Magazine has for m y (' been a
V 1'y
1 mo guest, and has comforted my soul amidst on th . on1lict,
w hU<h' n of God are called to endure, and I look forward wh n 0
month' has been read to the next. When I have done with th m ] od
th m to a few other poor children, who are in the same warfare o.s Olll'a Iv , and from which I have reason to thank God they also gl an
wort. Among other reasons I love your monthly, is that it is fl'ee
£r m all controversy, which I cannot say of other monthlies of the same
faith and order. I thank God for many of your leading articles, as
the press wouJd say, one of the late ones in particular,-that on "As
thy days so shall thy strength be,"-and the one in the current number
is very refreshing. Go on, my brother. Your drinking deeply of trials
from within and without is only that the consolation they bring may gush
out the more freely into tho ohannel of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and come
to oth rh arts wh are similarly assaulted. "He that watereth shall
him 1£ be water d," and. you know that the earth is sometimes waterod
by hailstones as well as by rain, and sometimes by drenching storms as
well as by the gontle shower; and as in nature so in grace. Yet, blessed
be God, neither the hail storms, nor the drenching rains, nor even the
" gates of Hell" shall ever prevail, because we who are in Christ are built
upon a rock, and that rock is Christ. Keep, my dear brother, to your
present standard,-:-don't study the palate of the epicure. vVe want
the children's bread. Care not for the popularity of the multitudestudy the famil.y. "He that c::Ll'eth not for his own house," &c" &c.
You have, I believe, a living family--it may bo scatterod, but the day is
not far distant whon wo shall all bo at home; and you know how it is
even on oarth, when tho family is at home. BLIt how much more then?
Whython" W c'll lJlake the helwenly arcbes ring
vVith loud hosannas to our King! "
Yes, my brother, not to you, but to Him, who alone is worthy to receive
honour and glory for over and ever. May God in His mercy spare you,
and make you more and more useful; and, when your work is done, send
another to take your place! And this He will most assuredly do, if the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE is to continue a channel for divine communication to
the seed royal.
I should take it a favour if you will convey my thanks to " G. C.,"
and tell him how acceptable his communications are. The Lord bless
him and help him! "The Man behind the vVall " was very much blessed
to me last night (Sunday). I read it with much comfort. I am glad to
find he is a "lapper of water" like myself. We know what the bustlo
and hurry of business is, and its worry and distraction. Our friend
Wallinger's matter is always good. The I.Jord has spared him to do
battle, and even to hoary hairs he has b.een brought; but I must conclude my hasty scribble.
Yours in the bonds of the Gospel,
G, D.
Shrewsbury.
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!\tbidus anh Jofitts of ~ooIts.
Pastoral Letters of the Rev. John IIobb.., late Minister of the Gospel at
Haberdashers' Hall Chapel, Staining Lane. Oxford: J. C. Pembrey.
Pp. 51!.
MR. HOBns was very deeply taught in Divine truth, and these
letters will be valued by many beyond the circlo of his congregation. The volume commences with an autobiographical fragment giving
an account of his early life, his conversion, and his call to the ministry.
He was led in a most remarkable way, and was especially blessed under
the preaching of Mr. Huntington. He fell asleep in Jesus on the 1st of
June, 1871. The letters were for the most part addressed to his congregation on various occasions of absence from his pulpit. The following
is an extract from one of them : "Furthermore, the gifts and calling of God are without repentance. Observe the
Father's promise made to His dear Son, and to all His spiritual seed in Him :-' As for
me, this is My covenant with them, saith the Lord; My Spirit is upon thee, and My
words, which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of
the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the Lord, from
henceforth, and for ever.' It is the Holy Spirit who is the Author of the whole work of
grace in every saved sinner. And, as it is promised that the Spirit shall never be taken
away from Christ and his spiritual seed, so the good work which He begins in the saints
must be continued even to the end. Our Lord said to the woman of Samaria: 'He that
drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall uover thirst' (that is for any other
water); 'but the watcr that I shall givc him shall be in him a well of watcr springing
up into everlasting life.' The Holy and ever-blessed Spirit, with all ITis saving operations, is here intended; and our Lord told His disciples :-' I will seud you another
Comforter, that He may abide with you for ever.' Therefore, whatever fears may distress
the hearts of those who are quickened into life lest the work of the Lord in them should
cease through their own unbelief, the prevalence of sin, or the temptations of Satan, the
immutability of God in His promises secures the perfecting of His work in the souls of
all His regenerated family. It is because J ehovah changes not that the work of grace
can never cease where it is begun until it is perfected in eternal glory. He,that gives
!;race will crown it with glory. Gifts bestowed upon bond-servants may be withdrawn,
but the inheritanee of the children must and shall be theirs for ever. And why? Not
through any merit in themselves, but because theh Father is immutable. He is in one
miud, and none can turn Him. It is this, and this alone, that secures the temporal,
spiritual, nnd eternal welfare of all the saints. God's immutability is the foundation of
011 our hopes and expectations here and hereafter, Every poor, tried, tempted child of
God is hereby encouraged to say : , How can I sink with such a prop
As bears the world and all things up ?' "

The Beauty of the G1'eat King, and other Poems for the Heart and Home. By
'V. POOLE BALFERN. London: James Clarke and Co. Pp. 215.
WE are informed in the preface that "most of these poems were
written when the writer was laid aside from preaching the gospel by illhealth; under such circumstances it was a solace to him to take down
his harp from the willows and try to ring out a few notes of praise to
Him who, although He may afflict His servants for a time, never forsakes
them." These poems are of no high poetical merit, but many of them
are pleasing, and all of them seem to be sound in doctrine. The following is, we think, a fair specimen:There is a face more fair by far
Than nature can portray;
Ko morning's sun or evening's star
Its beauty c~n convey.

h
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'Ye need not say whose face we meanJesus the pierced and malTed;
Faith sees no faee so Jair as His,
Or by her sins so scarred.
From His majestic, awful brow
Imperial truth looks down;
While wisdom moulds His moving lips,
And hands to Him her erown.
Sweet purity His cheeks adorns,
Love fills His piercing eye;
While meekness through each Jeature beams,
In pensive majesty.
o holy, beauteous, loving faee,
So pierced and bruised by sin,
Reveal Thy glory to our hearts,
And reign supreme within.
.Anoint our sin-dimmed eyes, 0 Low,
Thou fairest of the fair,
'Yhcre'er we go, 0 let us see
Thy beauty shining there!

1'lw Story of the Nile; and Sunshine and Shadow in Rattern's Life.
Religious 'fract Society.

London:

Two small books for young people, suitable for presents or prizes. The
former gives an in teresting account of the efforts made to solve the
difficult problem of the source of the Nile. The latter is a story, with an
excellent moral for these days of extravagance in dress.

The Bible Plan Unfolded. By JAMES BmEN. London: Elliott Stock,
Paternoster Row. Pp. 213.
TillS is one of the most absurd books that we ever remember to have
met with. The author appears to imagine that he has made a great
·discovery-viz., that all previous interpretations of the Scriptures were
completely wrong, a,nd that he has discovered the only true interpretation. ITe says :-" No commentator has discerned the principles which
have governed the construction of the Bible. The writers, having no
knowledge of the whole scheme, have necessarily failed in discerning the
meanings and analogies of the several parts. Hence have arisen misunderstandings and a Babel of opinions." Well, what is this great
discovery-this perfect interpretation-never before thought of? It is
that the Scripture narratives are to be understood figuratively-that they
"supply imagery for lang'uage in 'ix-hich a spiritual converse is maintained." So that, notwithstanding' the testimony of the whole nation of
the Jews, the witness of ancient monuments, and of the ITaly Land, and
the corroboration of secular history, the Scripture narratives are not to
be undorstood as literally true-only figuratively so! The author, of
course, can give no proof of this, but he merely asserts it, and then
proceeds to show the results. He says :-" The patriarchs' lives are
not historical; they are predictive ;" they "present prediotively ph"ses of
Christian life." " 'l'he patriarchs were not living persons; they represent phases of religious life. The narrative is apparent history, but in
truth is a prophetioal allegory." "Eve is the spiritual or religious wife
of Adam, so the offspring must be spiritual or religious." (!) " He
(Cain) was a tiller of the ground; that is, engaged with the ceremonial
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law." [2,500 years before the ceremonial law was given!J "Abel was
killed by Oain-that is, Ohrist and infant Ohristianity were slain by
, Hebraism.' "(!) "Hell" in Scripture means, he says, "heathenism." (!)
" Locusts" mean" the clergy." (!) The" fifth trumpet mentioned in
the Revelation proclaimed the rise of the doctrine of eternal punishment." (!) But enough of such nonsense. If men will not read the
Scriptures with simplicity-if they will pretend to be wise above that
which is written-they may expect to fall into all sorts of error. " Professing themselves to be wise," they become" fools." How precious the
faith of a little child, which, as it reads, says, "Speak, Lord, for thy
servant heareth."
There may be doep spiritual truths beneath the
surface, but tho surface is sound and true, nevertheless.
By SnInLEY HmnERD. London: Groombridge
and Sons. Pp. 152.
A nEAUTU'UL little volume, containing full directions for collecting and
preserving sea-weeds, together with much useful information respecting
them. It is illustrated with eight coloured plates and numerous wood
engravings.
The Sea- Weed Colleet01'.

The Ant-i-Papal League Mccgazine, The Birmingltam Protestant Assoeiatio'llr
Maga"ine, The .Monthly Reeord of the Protestant Evangel~'eal M~'ssion, and
The TVi'ltdtire Protestant Beaeon.
FOUR staunch opponents of Romanism. May their readers and supporters
be multiplied!
Quieunque Vult. By SALIS:DUlty,VY='fTON. I,ondon: Provost and Co.
A PAJI1PHLET in rhyme on the Athanasian Creed. The writer is very
anxious that this creed should be abolished, and that the Church of
England should open her portals more widely.
Query-Are they not already too wide open? His opinions and wishes
seem to bo clearly expressed in the following verse:" Broaden thy ch llrch, oh Mother! take us in,
,Ve love not bald dissent, sectarian cant,
,Ve'ro weak and weary, conscious' of much sin,
And care not to join those who scoff or rant.
Full many a hearty, staunch communicant
,Vould gladly at one common altar kneel
If thou a blOader, firmer foot wouldst plant,
Contont with what Christ saw fit to reve,~J,
Nor daro to lift the veil that Godhead doth conceal."

Harvesting Hay in Wet Seasons. By WILLIAJI1 A. Gmns. London:
I rovost and Co.
WE are not agriculturists, and therefore are not competent to pass an
opinion upon the process recommended in this pamphlet; but, if the
statements contained in it are perfoctly correct, and the circumstances
alluded to not exceptional, wo think that it must be of immense value,
more especially in such a wet soason as the present. It refers to corn as
well as hay. The writer says : "With this arrangement (as shown and descl'iuetl in the drawing) we were able, last
season, to render drenched wheat fit for thrashing-out in fifteen minutes. The·drying
shed which was used in these experiments was only 12 feet square, and held thirty-two
shollves in each compartment; but, with a she,l of 12 by 24 feet, which is the size best
suitod to largo farllls, sixt.y-four sheaves eould be dried in a quarter of an hour-25G per
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hour. These 256 sheaves represent about the average produce of half .an acre of land;
and hence, by dividing the hal'vestmen into two gangs, and working on through the
night, between ten and twelve acres might be cleared in the day and night, at an average
cost of 28. per quarter on wheat thus dried,"

We have also received An Address to Working Men; the Open-air
Mission Annual Report; the Gospel Standard; and the Sower..

EXTRAOTS FROM THE LATE BELOVED E. B. M.'s LETTERS
TO "GEORGE AND MARY," DURING 1869-71.
(Continued ft'01n page 329.)

January 4th, 1870.
SISTER :u.'i THE ONLY ENDURING BONDs,-Once
more I take up my pen to hold converse with you, through the medium
of pen, ink, and paper. What a great mercy it.is that our dear Lord has
given us this means of communication! Oh, how little many of our
mercies are appreciated by us I-at least, I feel verily guilty in this matter.
I send you now, deal' brother, a complete list of all my pieces; if you
have not all, please to let me know. Some two or three are out of print,
for I find it requires a little capital to keep my printing up. When r am
at a stand-still in this matter, r am obliged to spread it before the Lord,
and He generally sends me help in ways and means I could never have
thought of; thus, deal' brother, He helps me on in my little work from
time to time, and strengthens faith for future emergencies,-E. B. M.
Dear reader, do you know in any measure the blessedness, when you
are at a "stand-still," of spreading the matter, whatever it may be,
before the Lord God of Israel, the "faitliful God?" May the dear
departed one's testimony encourage us to do so more and more! Depend
on it, it is soul-humbling, and soul-rejoicing too, to look on afterwards,
while He does wondrottsly, and exclaim with thankful joy, "Himself hath
done it! Himself hath done it! "
"If pain afflict, 01' wrongs oppress;
If cares distract, or fears dismay;
If guilt deject, if sin distress,
The remedy's before thee-pray.
" Depend on Him, thou canst not fail,
Make all thy wants and wishes known ;
Fear not, His merits must prevail,
Ask what thou wilt, it shall be done."
March 15 th.
My DEAR BROTHER AND SISTER IN THE ONLY ENDURING BONDs,-Accept
my loving thanks for your kind remembrance of my birthday. % ;(, -;.<
It seemed to come as a special gift from my heavenly Father. Oh, how
His watchful care amazes and melts my heart! I only want to praise
Him more, dear brother, in heart, lip, and life.
r have been very ill since r last wrote, and quite thought r was going
7lOme, but am now beginning to gain strength again, so r suppose r have
a little longer to brave the "battle and breeze" of this wilderness liffij.

My DEAR BROTHER

AND
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The Lord is very gracious to me, and keeps my mind calm as the
'Summer's eve; in life, or in death, all is well.
Thanks, dear brother, for the precious birthday portions you gave me.
I found them both very sweet. Upon a review of the past seventy-two
years, I am lost in wonder, love, and praise, at the mercy of my God,
who has borne with all my wanderings, and ever been faithful to His.
word and promise to His poor worm. I trust my dear sister is better in
body, and happy in the Lord. May the Lord bless you both, and give
you "the oil of joy for mourning, and the garment of praise for the spirit
of heaviness;" so prays yours, in much Ohristian love and affection,
E. B. M.
What a testimony to the power, faithfulness, and love of· Jesus!
"My mind calm as the summer's eve; in life, or in death, all is well."
'Well might the Psalmist say, "Oh, how great is Thy goodness, which
Thou hast laid up for them that fear Thee; which Thou hast wrought
for them that trust in Thee before the sons of men!" "Laid ttp" in
store against the time of need. Dear sister, love did indeed "gild thy
setting sun! "
Blackpool, July 11th.
You will no doubt be surprised, dear friends, to :find me here. I came
very much against my own wishes and inclinations, at the urgent request
{)f some dear friends who were coming here; hoping the Lord would
grant me a little relief from the warm sea baths as formerly, having
suffered so much the. last few months from those distressing internal
neuralgic pains. All is in the dear Lord's hands, and oh! dear brother,
I would not have it otherwise. "My Father knows." He knows it all;
and, though the body is weak and feeble, "the joy of the Lord is my
strength," and "Home, sweet Home," is full in view; the mansion is prepared and waiting, and I am favoured with "a hope full of immortality"
to bear me up from day to day. Oh! dear friends, "magnify the Lord
with me, and let us exalt His name together."
I am once more spared, dear brother, to congratulate you upon the
return of another birthday. May the Lord bless you this day, and, while
you are reviewing all the way by which He has led·you these forty years
in the wilderness, may you take down your harps from the willows, dear
brother and sister, and tune them afresh to the praise of redeeming grace
and dying love! This will be our song by-and-by; let us begin it here,
for it is a blessed, soul-ravishing theme. Excuse more, dear brother, I
am so suffering; am only just come, and hope, if the Lord will, to
remain for two or three weeks.-Yours in loving wishes,
E. B. M.
July 20th.
My DEAR BROTHER AND SISTER IN THE LORD,-What can I say to you
for this fresh expression of brotherly kindness to a poor worm like me ? I
feel quite overpowered with your Ohristian love and sympathy, dear
friends; and, as no words of mine can convey to you the feelings of my
heart, I :find I must have much to do with our dear Lord upon the
matter. Oh, may He bless you a thousand ~ld! and, as He has promised
that "the liberal soul shall be made fat,' so, dear brother and- sister,
may your souls be enriched abundantly with spiritual blessings, as shall
make you" fat and flourishing in the courts of the Lord." I thank Him
.for giving you some sweet and loving messages from His own mouth.
Dear brother, there is no mistaking this! No voice speaks to the heart
like our Father's: we know His voice, and love to lwar it.

'~
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I am thankful to say that I am already somewhat relieved by the
baths, but very weak and feeble. If my dear Father's will, may He
bless the means used here for the comforting and strengthening the
outer man; but, if Dot, dear friends, all is well. He has given me "a
hope full of immortality," without one anxious thought as to the future.
"My life is hid with Christ in God." Blessed be His dear name for this
rich and unspeakable mercy!-Believe me, yours in much Christian
fullowsillp,
E.B.M.
Have we not good reason to say, "And He blessed (her) there?" Is
He not indeed the faithful God-faithful to. His promise made to His
poor worm J acob, and, therefore, to all who, like him, feel themselves to
be poor worms, "not worthy of the least of all His mercies? " " And,
behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou
goest, and will bring thee again into tills land; for I will not leave thee
until I have done that willch I have spoken to thee of." Listen to His
servant David exclaiming, "when strong in faith," "Surely goodness and
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and I will dwell in the
house of the Lord for ever." Was He not with the dear departed one at
Blackpool? Did not goodness and mercy follow her there? Read her
precious testimony again-Cl Though the body is weak and feeble, the
joy of the Lord is my strength." " Home, sweet home, is full in view;
the mansion is prepared and waiting." "I am favoured with a hope full
of immortality, without one auxious thought as to the future." "All is
well." "My life is hid with Christ in God." Dear reader, can you read
tills without your "eyes beginning to swell?" Do not tears of thankful
joy flow from them? Oh! may it encourage us to trust in the Lord as
she did; "for blessed, thrice blessed is the man that trusteth in Him."
Lord, grant it!
" Who is a God like unto Thee?
Or who hath grace 80 rich, 80 free?"
But into the furnace she must again go, "not in anger," but that she
might have a fresh proof of His power, His faithfulness, His lovingkindness.
.
August 20th.
My DEAR BROTHER IN THE LORD,-Truly "God moves in a mysterious
way." Your kind letter has just reached me here, where I have been
detained the Lord's prisoner for the last three weeks. Just when I was
preparing to return home, an internal tumour burst, which has made me
very ill, and made travelling an impossibility. I was in a very trying
position, but the Lord sustained and in a wonderful way and manner
provided for me; blessed be His dear name for all His watchful, loving
care! I am very weak, but shall return home as soon as it is possible for
me to travel. I much regret not being at home to see your friend, but
such is my Father's will, and who shall say unto Him, "What doest
Thou? " I only desire, dear brother, to "know no will but His;" but
how little I realize or enjoy this precious privilege! % 'I' % I send
you a sweet and savoury letter that I have received from India.. It has
warmed my heart, dear brother and sister; may it warm yours!
I hope, dear brother and sister, you are tasting much of the merciful
kindness of our dear Lord, and that, amidst the din of war, and fearful
times around us, you find the Lord to be a strong tower, into which the
righteous run and are safe.-So prays yours in much grateful .Christian
love, dear friends,
E. B. M.
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My DEAR SISTER IN CHRIST,-I pray that you may have a birthday
blessing to-morrow, and some sweet and precious words whispered from
the Beloved! I am too weak just now to say what I would wish to you,
dear sister, but shall have much to do with our dear Lord for you on the
morrow. Oh! may He hear and answer my poor petitions, and, in
reviewing all the way the Lord has led. you in the wilderness, beloved
sister, may He give you such a sweet heart-melting, as shall leave a
sweet savour behind for days and years to come! I hope in an hour to be
on my way home. May the dear Lord come, and give me strength for
the journey! Accept much sincere love, dear brother and sister. May
the Lord blessedly knit your hearts together on the morrow, till you
exclaim, "Did not our heart burn within us while He talked with us by
the way?"
Accept these little love-tokens, dear sister in Christ, with much love.
The little ruff for the throat I have made for you here.-;-Your ever
E. B. M.
affectionate
Sept. 3rd.-And now, dear brother and sister in Christ, the Lord has
once more brought me to my own little home, which is endeared to me
from the many gracious manifestations of His own loving heart, which He
has given me here.
I felt the journey painfully trying, but was relieved now and then by
standing instead of sitting; so that even here was mercy! I. can but
stand amazed at my dear Lord's tender love and care in vm"ious ways in
this time of trial, in sending me so many orders, and giving me favour in
thfl sight of those where I was lodging to meet and help me in many
ways. Oh, what a wonder-working God is ours!
I am sorry to hear that my dear sister is still suffering from those
trying spasms. May the Good Physician bless you both, and bring
health and a cure !-So prays, dear friends, your affectionate sister in
Christ,
E, B. M.
Dear reader, is "the fiery cloudy pillar" leading thee where thou
wouldest not? "Fear not to go down into Egypt." ,,,rr!ie God of J a'cob,
Joseph, and Daniel is still the same; His wisdom, love, and power "the
same yesterday, to-day, and for ever." He knows the end from the
beginning now as in days of old. Look at J oseph, put into prison,
"suffering ~rongfully." "But the LORD was with Joseph, and showed
him mercy, and gave him favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison."
" All things were working together for his good," to bring him to honour,
yes, to gr-eat honour. Think of "the end of the Lord" (the end the Lord
had in view), in permitting such cruel and painful things to befall him,
and say, is He not "very pitiful, and of tender mercy," though He may
even suffer evil men to I'ide over His people's heads for a time? "But as
for you," says Joseph to his brethren, "ye thought evil against me, but
God meant it for good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much
people alive." It is indeed true, that-" God moves in a mysterious way,
His wonders to perform."
Look again at Daniel, carried a captive into Babylon, but the KINO OF
KINGS was with him. "Now God had brought Daniel into favottr and
tender- love with the prince of the eunuchs." Now read the beloved
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departed one's testimony again-" I can but stand amazed at my dear
Lord's tender love and care in various ways," *" ,'(. ~, "and giving me
favour in the sight of those where I was lodging," and say, Is He not the
. same God now? Well might the Apostle say, "If God be for us, who
can be against us?" Oh! what an unspeakable mercy to be known by
Him by name, and to have found grace in His sight! "Ah," say you,
"but have I found grace in His sight? This settled, I fear nothing else.
.All is well." Well, let us rememberH 'Tie not for good works, nor feelings, nor frames,
All, all is of grace, and proceeds from the Lamb."
The distinguishing characteristic of Bible saints is-they feared God,
which led them to depart from evil. "I fear God," said Joseph. Again,
they loathed themselves-they groaned over inward corruption and sin•.
" Behold, I am vile," said Job. "All our righteousnesses are as filthy
rags," said Isaiah.
"For we that are in this tabernacle do groan,
being burdened," said Paul.
Again, they "thirsted for God, even for the living God." His presence
they desired above everything else-could not be satisfied without it. "I
·entreated Thy favour with my whole heart," saith one. "Saw ye Him
whom my soulloveth?" said another. Have we these family features'?
Do we mourn over ourselves as they did, saying, "I would be holy?"
.and yet, with Paul, say, "When I would do good, eyil is present with
me?" Oh, what a mercy if we have our features, as it were-and may I
not say our names ?-written in the Book of books! Oh, how few such
we meet with!
Again, is the language of our hearts concerning the things on which
the hearts of the children of men in general are setH Begone! ye gilded vanities,
I seek some solid good;
To rC011 bliss my wishes rise,
The favour of my God?"
,Can we say, "Christ only I seek?" th!1t is above everything else. Is
·our desire toward Him? Then ':lurely "His desire is toward us."
H Those feeble desires, those wishes so weak,
'Tis Jesus inspires, and bids you still seek;
His Spirit will cherish the life He first gave,
You never shall perish while Jesus can save.
H Blest soUl that can say, 'Christ only I seek,'
Wait for Him alway, be constant though weak;
The Lord whom Thon scckest will not tarry long,
And to Him the weakest is dear as the strong."
'Tis the poor, the needy, the mourners, the notl1ings in their own sight,
that have found favour in H'is sight.
.
" The tried, the tempted, and the weak,
Are one with Jesus now."
Do, dear Lord, visit Thy garden! strengthen and refresh Thy drooping
plants, so that they may revive as the corn, and be enabled to say;
"Though I am poor and needy, yet the Lord hath thought upon me,
does think upon me, and will think upon me for good for ever!" " In
time and through eternal days" with such it must be well.
Sept. 9th.-Your precious letter cheered my heart, dear brother, and told
me of the goodness of our covenant-keeping God to yourself and dear wife,
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in having given her so much sweet peace of late. "When He giveth quietness, who then can make trouble?" Please, dear brother, to give my
Christian love to my dear sister, and tell her I think her very kind to
accept my small trifles so thankfully, and I only wish I could have sent
her something of more value, but" My Father knows." He has never
seen fit to trust me with much of this world's goods, but, blessed be His
dear name, He has never yet left my pantry or my purse quite empty, but
always comes to my help in times of need.
The little ruff for the throat is my own work. oJi. ~,. oJi. It is very
little that I can do now, dear brother and sister, for ofttimes the very
" grasshopper is become a burden;" but, even then, I find supporting
strength underneath to bear me up under it. "Bless the Lord, 0 my
soul, and forget not all His benefits!" I am daily gaining strength, dear
friends; may it be devoted to our dear Lord and Master !-Accept my
Christian love, dear brother and sister, and believe me affectionately
E. B. M.
yours,
Oet. 30th.-Again, my dear brother and sister in the Lord, have you
made my cup to run over. ;" ;.< ~ oJi. My treasures seem more than
ever! May the Lord bless you, my dear friends, for all your loving care
over your poor unworthy sister! Yes, I know He will, for has He not
said, in helping His children, "Ye shall in no wise lose your reward? "
"Has He Sa1:d it, and will He not do it? " Oh! yes, in many ways and
means wheu you, perhaps, may scarcely be able to recognize His loving
hand. I had such unexpected expenses at Blackpool with my illness, that
I was under the necessity of encroaching upon this quarter's income, and
sometimes my fearful heart would dread the coming winter; but oh!
dear friends, ours is indeed a wonder-working God, for, without knowing
my need, one has sent me £1. for my printing expenses, another has sent
me £1 for coals, another has sent me some nice flannel. oJi. 0)(. 0)(. ;.< So
you see, dear friends, how my Father's loving care is watching over me,
and supplying my every need. Oh, bless His dear name with me! I am
very weak and poorly in body, but the joy of the Lord is my strength and
support. May the dear Lord shine upon you is and shall be the prayer
of yours affectionately in Jesus,
E. B. M.

" Supplying my every need!" j "Casting all your care upon Him,
for He careth for you." What a blessed proof we have of this in the
above! HE who hath ALL power in heaven and on earth, and to whom
belong the cattle upon a thousand hills-He who commanded the ravens
to feed one of His servants, and who Himself fed a great multitude with
a few loaves and fishes-H8 careth for the poor, helpless believer in
Jesus. Then what have such to fear?
But "Ah," says one, "am I a real believer in J sus? I do hope at
times that I do answer the description given of God's family in His Word;
that I do, in some measure, bear their distinguishing characteristics; but
then again doubts arise, and fears prevail as to whether I am a real
believer or not, and sometime~ the enemy t Us me it would not be thus
with me were lone of God's elect, so that I am ready to faint."
My dear companion in tribulation, let me once more feed you with milk
supplied to us by the late beloved G. D. Doudney-milk which is good
and wholesome and unadulterated, and therefore calculated to refresh
and strengthen you, as I trust it did me, in a measure, the other day,
when I had been suffering through a fainting fit for days.
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Another feature (of God's family) is given us in 1 John iii. "And
whatsoever we ask we receive of Him, because we keep His commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in His sight." "Well," say
you, '(this seems to out me off altogether; for, instead of keeping His
commandments, I am continually breaking them, and I can scarcely
believe that such a worldly-minded creature as I feel myself to be can
have an interest in such glorious tmngs." But we must look a little,
dear brother, at what His commandments are. "And this is His commandment, that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Ohrist,
and love one another, as He gave us commandment." In the first place,
do you truly love the children of God? And is it because you see the
image of Christ in them that you do love them? ." Yes," say you. Then,
do you not believe in the Lord Jesus Christ? "Ah," say you," Could I but believe,
All things would easy be."
There never was a poor sinner, who from his heart said this, but was a
true believer in the Lord Jesus Christ. It is not believing that you are a
believer that makes you such, but it is simply believing in Him as your
only Saviour, your only refuge-feeling that without Him you can do
nothing. n is believing that He is to His children-poor worms of the
earth as they are-all that He declares Himself to be.
"Well," say you, "I can believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, as I look at
the whole Church, and see the sin of the body put away by the sacrific.>
of Himself. I believe in Him with all my heart in this way, but what I
want is to feel the sweet power and anointing that comes with the faith,
that I might be able to realize my own interest in Him; then I should
believe that I was a true believer."
Well, dear child of God, you must wait for that; but the Lord help you
to believe in the dark as well as in the light! It is only by degrees that
we are brought up to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and to love one
another as He gave us commandment. " And he that keepeth His commandments dwelleth in Him, and He in him." Here is the indwelling of
the Spirit, whereby we are instructed into the simplicity 'of keeping His
commandments. And here is also the dwelling of the Church in Christ.
As Christ Himself sweetly tells us in John xvii., "I in them and Thou
in me, that they may be made perfect it one." This is to be in a position
to take up the text, and to rejoice in the mercy, that" as He is, so are we
in this world." If we are thus dwelling in Him, and He in us, then "all
are ours, we are Christ's, and Christ is God's." "And hereby we know
that He abideth in us, by the Spirit which He hath given us."
What was it, dear child of God, that made you long, on entering upon
a new year, for a sweet manifestation of Christ to your soul? What WU-:1
it that made you lpink, How often shall I hear His voice during this
year? What was It that made your heart go out thus, in earnest desire
and longing that it might be a blessed year of memorial to your soul? It
was the Spirit that He ltath given you-this new Spirit-this new life which
you have as a new creature in Christ Jesus; for "old things are passed
away; behold, all things are become new."
" Well," say you, "I can go with you as far as that. I know my
desire has been going out, that He would manifest Himself unto me
otherwise than He does unto the world, that I might be able to hanO"
upon the Lord in all afflictions, and to receive all He sends me of troubl~
and exercise, believing that 'all things shall work together for good to
s s
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them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose.' "
Well, then, all this arises from the Spirit which He hath given you. If
the Spirit which He hath given you has been going out thus in desire
after growth in grace, and in the knowledge of your own personal interest
in Christ, I would say to you this morning, ALL HAIL! you bear the true
marks of a living child of God, therefore, "as He is, so are you in this
world."

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

We drop down now to the 15th verse of the 4thchapter:-"Whosoever
shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he
in God." It is not the mere confession of the lip, but it is the living
power that is put into the heart of the child of God at his regeneration.
"And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us"
It opened to my heart very blessedly, as I was thinking of the motto
for the Dew year (":As He is,~so are we in this world "), that it does not cut
off the poor trembler.; for we have known: as I was contemplating it,
there was an emphasis upon the word "have." Though we may not be
able to lay hold of it now, yet we can look back to many blessed moments
when "we have known and believed the love that God hath to us." You
may be feeling dark this morning; you may not be able to say now that
you know and believe the love that God hath to you, but can you not
look back to some of your Bethels and Peniels, when you have been able
to say this? We should be having a heaven upon earth if we were
always living in the sweet enjoyment of the love of God; but we are not
to expect our heaven here. That we are not always thus living alters
nothing of the reality of it, for we know that, as God is infinite love, He
is infinite love to His people-to those who are able (01' have been able) to
say, "We have known and believed the love that God hath to us." "God
is love, and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him."
Are you not dwelling in Him in desire, dear brother, and in earnest
longings to know more of Him? Where is your heart this morning? Is
it not with your treasure? Your treasure is in heaven; and is not your
heart ever ascending to the very bosom of Jesus? There is not a desire
that ascends out of your heart, but it reaches its destination. The Lord
treasures up those desires, for they are all from Himself.
"These feeble desires, these wishes so weak,
'Tis Jesus inspires, and bids you still seek." ;If
There, my dear companion in bibulation, that's what I call food convenient for the lambs, "or the weaklings of the fold." It does me good
to pen such precious truths-may it thee to read them! Oh, how much
more are such precious truths calculated to strengthen the lambs, than
"cavilling, and censure, and sitting injudgmentupon others! " What a
depressing effect has such teaching (?) upon the heart of the weak, tried,
and tempted ones often! How true it is what our beloved Editor says"Men, in their anxiety to be honest and faithful and true, may wound
the weaklings of the fold ere they are aware." ,y. -.' 'iIo "There may
be a guarding of the truth, according to man's estimate and judgment,
until it be brought down to such a negative state of things, that there is
nought to feed and cherish-comfort and establish-the dear flock of
slaughter." Oh, I do think such precious truths as are given us in the
above extracts are much needed now-a-day ! But where, oh! where are
such fathers? Indeed, they are few!
~
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t i not ev ry hild of God to whom the do trino of eleotion "is full of
t, pleasant, and unspeakable comfort."
f th Y h o.r that side of the
truth almost ontinually, and almost only, dwelt up n in 0. dry, doctrinal
manner, I do b li ve, and I think, know from e.·p ri n ,it will tend to
weo.ken th littl ones rather than strengthen. 'When it ie ., torm and
tempest" ith me-Cl when doubts arise, and fears prevail "-then Satan
is aIm et sur to preach election to me. "You are not one of the leot, or
I
t ould not be thus with you." But he never points out those
11
s-those distinguishing characteristics given in the Word of od,
·s elect. He never points out what Jesus says to the hungry, the
tblrety, the comers, and the longing, willing ones. Oh, no! I often
wond r why this side of truth is kept in the background by good men.
ad not the Good Shepherd this side of truth in view when He said to
eter, ., Feed my lambs?" Is not this that which is caltmlated to
strengthen, and establish, and make the weaklings grow j so that in due
time they will be able to say.
" 'Tis sweet to look back and see my name
In life's fair book set down P"
(To be continued.)

"0 LORD, I AM OPPRESISED, UNDERTAKE FOR ME."
OAREWORN and weary, sin-sick and sad,
Feeling naught but Thy presence can make this heart glad;
I fly to Thy footstool, dear Saviour, and there
Pour out my petition, my poor broken prayer.
Oppressed with a burden of sorrow and sin,
Fearing danger without, feeling ruin within,
I seek Thy sweet succour, I cry for Thine aid,
Who art help to the helpless and life to the dead.
Oh come, blessed Spirit, that fountain disclose,
That full sovereign stream of salvation which flows,
From the heart of Emmanuel, still opcn and free,
To the poor seeking sinner who cries unto Thee.
Oh wash me therein, and cause me to feel
The power of that Fountain to cleanse and to heal,
From guilt and from bondage, dear Lord. set me free,
I plead Thy rich promise, I come unto Thee.
Let the dew of Thy grace in soft unction descend
On this poor barren soul, my Redeemer and Friend;
To the praise of Thy mercy, rich fl'l1it let me bear,
And save from the heart blight of withering despair.
Oh come, precious Jesus, my heart pants for Thee,
Thy love to experience, Thy glory to see;
To live, speak, and think as a sinner restor'd
From the broad way of death to the smile of the Lord.
I own at Thy footstool my coldness with grief,
Oh speed, blessed Lord, to my help and relief,
The adamant melt and the gloom chase away,
Turn the darkness of night to the sunshine of day.
I cannot, I must not, dear Lord, let Thee go,
Tho' deep my depression, tho' bitter my woe;
I know there's forgiveness, rich mercy with Thee,
And I'll cry till that mercy drops down upon me.
June, 1872.
D. MeP
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THE LATE MR8. DENING.
[THE annexed hymn was found in Mrs. DENING'S desk after her death, and'
was supposed to have been written enly a few days before she was seized with
her last illness. The lines clearly bespeak her conviction that "the time
of her departure was at hand," and that she" had fought the good fight."·
The hymn has been selected as one to be sung at the forthcoming Clifton
Conference, where her melodious and all-powerful voice was wont to
be heard and admired at each previous Oonference. How solemn the
lesson, and how touching her words as thus expressed by herself upon
the very threshold of heaven, now to be sung by that vast assembly!
We anticipate that scene. We presume there will scarcely be a dry eye
present. Many, we doubt not, will fail, from very conviction, to join iu
this touching song. The absence of dear Mrs. DENING (sitting, as she
necessarily did, in a prominent seat in the gallery at the Victoria Rooms,.
Olifton, in order to take the lead in the singing) will be very marked,
and will specially add to one striking feature of these Conferences,.
namely, the calling away by death of one and another and another of those
whose faces were so familiar,and also took so deep an interest in these
annual gatherings. We are sure that our dear friend and brother, the
Rev. S. A. WALKER (the originator and maintainer of these Oonferences)
will deeply feel the loss of Mrs. DENING. Oonsidering her youth, beauty,
and energy, her so UIiexpected removal is a striking proof of our·
mortality. It may well suggest, "Who will be the next called away
from this poor dying world? " How uncertain our tenure here! Moreover, the sllortness of Mrs. DENING'S mission will now account for the
earnestness and the sincerity of it. As far as we can judge from the·
addresses which we have read-for we never had the opportunity of
hearing one of them; in fact, we candidly admit we were among the
prejudiced against women-preachers; but as far as we can judge from
reading-it would seem that her mind was imbued with the conviction of"
the extreme brevity of time, and the mere moment, as it were, vouchsafed
to her for doing some little "Work for Him who had done so much for
her. Moreover, it would seem that Jesus was so completely her Object
and Subject. Although dead, Mrs. DENING will long and lovingly live,
in many hearts.-En. ]
One by one they're gath'ring
" I am hastening homeward
Home from ev'ry land;
To the land I love; .
Wouldst thou bid me linger
Soon I'll pass the desert,
From those realms above?
Soon I'll join their band.
Soon I'll be with Jesus,
" Why, then, should I murmur
See Him face to face;
If the way be rough?
Then I'll sing the glory
Jesus, He will guide meOf His wondrous ~race.
Is not that enough?
Then let clouds o'ercast me,
" In His presence standing
I my voice shall raisfl,
o I need never fear;
Sing one sinless anthem
His strength shall sustain me,
Of eternal praise;
His sweet voice shall cheer.
Praise to Him who brought me
" Therefore I will hasten
Into wondrous light,
Homeward on my way,
Put away my foulness,
Singing as I journey
Clothed my soul in white.
To the realms of day;
And my song· for ever
"Here, I now have sorrow,
Love and grace shall beThere shall be no moreHushed in every wavelet
Boundless love in Jesus,
Yea! His love to me."
On that glorious shore.
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MRS. DENIN
W'1w lelln,l

Cl}

ill Jesl,ls, Allgust 12tll, 1872, aged 31; ami Will it/tonod at
Locksbl'oolc Cemetery, Allgust 16th.

HYMN SUNG AT THE GRAVE BY HER BIBLE CLASS.

are gathering homeward from every land,
One by one.
As their weary feet touch the shining strand,
One by one.
Their brows are inclosed in a golden crown,
Their travail-stained garments are all laid down,
And clothed in white raiment, they rest on the mead,
Where the Lamb loveth His ehildren to lead,
One by one.
Before they rest, they pass through the strife,
One by one.
Through the watel'S of death they enter life,
One by one.
To some are the floods of the river still,
As they ford on the way to the heavenly hill;
To others, the waves run' fiercely wild:
Yet all reach the home of the undefiled,
One by one.
We, too, shall come to the river's side,
One by one.
We &re nearer its waters each eventide,
One by one.
We ean hear the noise and dash of the stream,
Now and again through our life's deep dream;
Sometimes the floods all their banks o'erflow,
Sometimes in ripples the small waves go,
One by one.
Jesus, Redeemer, we look to Thee,
One by one.
We lift up our voices tremblingly,
One by one.
The waves of the river are dark and cold,
We know not the spot where our feet may hold.
Thou who didst pass through the dark midnight,
Strengthen us, send us Thy staff and Thy light,
One by one.
Plant Thou Thy feet beside as we tread,
One by one.
On Thee let us lean each drooping head,
One, by one.
Let but Thy strong arm around us be twined,
We shall cast all our cares and fears to the wind;
Saviour, Redeemer, be thou in full view,
Smilingly, gladsomely, shall we pass through,
One by one.

THEY
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A Portrait of the late Mrs. DENING will appear ,(D.V.) in the OLD JONATHAN fQ,
November,
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THE MASSACRE OF ST. BARTHOLOMEW.
THE Romanists and their sympathizers (the Ritualists) have been doing:
all they can to put another face upon the notorious facts connected with the
above awful massacre. This effort, of course, can be readily accounted for,_
as emanating from a system which declares" the end sanctifies the means."
This tenet of Rome should ever be borne in mind in regard to all her
movements; as, upon this principle, lying, deception, fraud, and murder
itself, are, in Rome's view,iperfectly justifiable, if by any of these means·
her interests can be promoted. There is no denying these facts, as they
can be proved, over and over again, by writings which have had thesanction and approval of the highest Romish authorities. The aforenamed endeavours of Romanists and Romish sympathizers to write down,
the Bartholomew Massacre haS prompted the Rev. T. C. Price, Rectorof St. Augustine's, Bristol, to record certain facts contained in a letter
to the Bn'sto! Times and 1l£irror. Such facts may well rouse the dormant
spirit of Protestantism. Alas! alas! as a Protestant nation, we seem at
the present fatally spell-bound. The Murphy murder; the liberation of
his murderers ere yet his poor body had been scarce laid in the grave ~
the imprisonment of a man for having the honesty and the outspokenness
publicly to quote and to condemn mere extracts from Popish works,
whilst the works themselves are allowed free and unrestricted circulation
through the length and breadth of Christendom; the yielding to Popish
demands upon the part of our Popish Government; lastly, the admission
to our land of the Jesuits expelled from Germany-what, alas! does it
all bespeak, but a thorough indifference, a fatal blindness, to our real
position? If things proceed at the present rate, as far as pandering to
Romanism is concerned, it seems that nothing short of the re-lighting of
the fires of Smithfield and Oxford and Gloucester and elsewhere, will really
rouse the nation to a conviction that what Rome was, she is, and ever
will be, till that auspicious time when "that wicked (one) shall be
I'evealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of His mouth, and
shall destroy with the brightness of His coming." "And when he had
opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were·
slain for the Word of God, and for the testimony which they held: and
they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, 0 Lord, holy and true,
dost Thou. not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the
earth? "-Rev. vi., 9, 10. To this appeal of the slaughtered ones we
would respond, "Come, Lord Jesus; come quickly."
- The annexed is the letter previously referred to:THE COMPLICITY OF THE PAPAL COUltT IN THE MASSACRE
OF ST. BARTHOLOMEW.

GENTLEMEN,-Mr. Blunt, of Oxford, has drawn attention to the
columns of the London Times to a document now in the Bodleian Library,
published at Rome immediately after the massacre, which contains an
official account of the public procession and thanksgiving which took placein that city in consequence, and proves conclusively the full privity of the
Pope and Cardinals with all the preparations which had been going on for
a long time previously to the execution of that diabolical plot. In it the
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French King mak s grateful mention to th ID of "the counsels given,
the help sent, and the prayers offered for theso twolve years past in
regard to that a.fl'air."
Ca.non night had before referred to it at length in tho note to his
"Leoturos on rophecy." The title of the book is in Italia.nj the insoription in La.tin. For the benefit of those unacquainted with these
languag 8 I now rend~r them in English. The title of the book runs
thus-Cl Order of Solemn Procession, made by the Sovereign Pontiff, in
the famous City of Rome, for the most happy news of the destruotion of
the seot of the Hugueno~s. With the Inscription placed abovQ the door
of the Church of St. Louis, on a cloth of scarlet silk, in capitallettore of
gold. At Rome, by the heirs of Antonio Blado, Printer to the Chamber,
1672."
The more important part of the inscription is as follows :-" To God,
the best and greatest; the most blessed Father Gregory XIII., Chief
Pontiff; the Sacred College of the most illustrious Cardinals; and the
Senate and People of Rome. Charles the Ninth, the most Ohristian
King of the Frenoh, moved with zeal for the Lord God of Hosts, almost
all the heretios and public enemies of his kingdom having been suddenly,
as by an angel sent from God, swept away by a single slaughter, never
about to forget such a signal benefit, the counsels given in reference to
that affair, the assistances sent, the prayers, supplications, vows, tears,
sighs during twelve years to God, the best and greatest, he himself
abounding in the most substantial joys, makes grateful mention of the
marvellously stupendOUS effects in which themselves and all Ohristians
are alike interested, the wholly incredible results, and, through the
Divine favour, the in every way abounding satisfaction.
"For this so great benefit, his most ardent prayers being this day
intimately joined with yours, absent in body but present in spirit, here
in the Ohurch of St. Louis, his ancestor, he returns his deepest thanks
to God, the best and greatest j and that his hope herein may not fail he
suppliantly entreats his goodness.
" Oharles tit. S. Apoll., S.R.E., Priest Oardinal of Lorrain, desired
that this should be here published and testified to all men. A.D. 1572,
Sept. 8."
After this, one would think that there remains no further room for
controversy as to the complicity of the so-called infallible Pope and his
Cardinals in this atrocious crime. But, as further confirmatory of this
damning evidence against the Papacy, we are told that the Oardinal of
Lorrain liberally rewarded the messenger, and questioned him like a
person informed beforehand. And the Oardinal Alexandrin had made
no secret of expecting the news of a great victory gained over the
heretics, and exclaimed when it arrived, "The King of France has kept
his word."
Oanon Knight and Mr. Blunt have both pointed out the remarkable
agreement between the reference in the inscription to an angel as the
filmissary of destruction, and the medal struck by order of the Pope to
commemorate the event. One of these medals is in the British Museum,
and has been thus described: - On the one side are represented the
head and shoulders of the Pope, facing the left, with the superscription,
"GregoriusXIII., Pont. Max.·Ann. n." Under the head of the-Pope,
the letters" F.P.," supposed to mean" Fecit Pisanus." On the other
side, an angel advancing from the left, and holding in her right hand a
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drawn sword, and in her left the cross. Before her are five figures, of
which two are dead warriors, one a dying warrior,. one a man trying to
make his escape; in the back ground, a female figure throwing up her
hands, apparently to express horror at the scene, and a figure draped as
a priest looking on; the legend being, "Ugonottorum Strages, 1572."
This medal was struck at Rome in silver and in copper.
Yours faithfully,
THOMAS O~ PRICE.

~nttbotts

anb ®drads.

FROM A PRIVATE LETTER.
Vienna, IJee. 8, 1871.
"I WAS curious enough the other day to make a few inquiries about
the doctrine of Infallibility. My landlady was the person I questioned,
and she is a fair specimen of the middle class here in Vienna. I
have forgotten what led to the conversation, which was in substance as
follows:-)
" Do you believe in the Infallibility of the Pope? "
"No!"
"Then you can't be a good Oatholic."
"Oh, yes I am·; for the priests themselves don't believe in it! "
"But," said I, "all the priests preach Infallibility from the Imlpit."
" Very true! But they do not believe in it, and only preach it because
they are obliged to do so."
" That's very consistent to believe one thing and preach and teach
another," I replied. " Alas!" she answered, "you are right; but the
priests know that the people do not believe their statements on this
point, and the people know that the priests do not believe their
own teachings-but preach the doctrine because they have to; and,
where this mutual understanding exists between priests and flock, no
harm can come."
I don't ·coincide with the views of my landlady, but consider any
religion where such hypocrisy and insincerity exist perfectly rotten and
bound to fall. The doctrine, to me, is not a whit worse than the way in
which it is received and treated by priests and people.-New York
Paper.
A SrO~M AT SEA.
years ago, a ·minister was preaching in Plymouth, when a written
paper was given him to this effect: "The thanksgivings of this congregation are desired to Almighty God, by the chaplain, passengers, and crew
of the
.
, West Indiaman, for their merciful escape from shipwreck during the late awful tempest." The next day the minister went
on board the vessel, with some friends from the shore; and, talking with
the passengers, a lady thus expressed herself: "Oh! sir, what a blessing
must true religion be ! Never did I see it more than in my poor negress,
.Ellen, during the dreadful storm. Wh1ln, sir, we wer(Oj toss.ed to the
heavens, and'sunk again to the depths, and expecting every wave would
SOME
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break over the vessel and entomb us all, my mind was in a horrible state
- I was afraid to die-I could not think to appear before God, but in
dread dismay. Ellen would come to me and say, with all possible composure: 'Never mind, missa; look to Jesus Ohrist-He gave-He rule
de sea-He prepare to die.' And when, sir, we near~d the shore, and
were at a loss to know on what part of the coast we were, fearing every
minute to be dashed to atoms on the rocks, my mind still in a distracted
state-I feared to die-I knew nothing of religion-poor Ellen, with the
same composure as before, came to me and said: 'Don't be fear, missa,
look to Jesus Ohrist, He de Rock; no shipwreck on dat Rock; He save to
de utmost; don't be fear, missa, look to Jesus Ohrist.' I determined,
sir, I hope in Divine strength, that, if ever we reached the shore in safety,
I would seek to possess that religion which so supported the heart of a
poor negress in the midst of such dreadful dangers aud alarms."

,\
I

JOTTINGS BY THE WAY; OR, S'l'REET SOENES.
I WAS on my way to the dentist's; and, such a coward am I at pain, that I
have often said, "I believed I should fear death less than I have feared the
dentist;" that is, I had believed that, when life's closing hour should really
come, the Lord would graciously vouchsafe such strength and fearlessness,
that I should really less shrink from the approach of the last enemy than
I have oftentimes done in the prospect of having a tooth extracted; and
yet (strange to say) the first time I ever placed myself in the dentist's hands,
the operation was performed so quickly and skilfully, that I said, "I
thought people m'ade an unnecessary ado about tooth-drawing." :My
theory, however, was pretty severely tested afterwards, when, upon
another occasion, I had my jaw slightly fractured, But, on my way to
the dentist's this morning, I fell in with a dear brother and fellowlabourer. As we walked and talked of the Lord's dealings, as just exhibited very strikingly in a recent case, he said "how desirable it was to
be observant of what was continually passing and repassing before one's
eyes."· At the moment a poor man appeared on the opposite side of the
street, walking upon crutches, having had both legs taken off below the
knee. From his mode of walking, we both concluded he had not long
been in his present condition. Upon questioning the man, it was ascertained he had met with an accident upon the neighbouring railway, and
this day eleven weeks both his legs below the knee had been amputated.
The man was but young, and, as I sympathized with him upon his loss, and
bade him be extremely cautious how he walked the crowded streets, so as
not to slip or be thrown down, I walked away, comparing my own favoured
lot with his, and thought of the painful prospect before him with regard
to the residue of his days on earth. What a dependent upon his fellowman would he be! how much the creature of Providence! and yet I
could but remember how my dear friend had just told me of a parishioner
whom he had the day before visited, the daughter of one who had been
left a widow with seven children, after :lii.fteen years' married life, This very
daughter had just lost her husband upon their fifteenth wedding-day, she
herself, like her mother before her, being left with seven children. How
mysterious are the ways of God! Yet, by these very facts, how richly
does He prove Himself to be "the Father of the fatherless and the Judge
()f the widow! "
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But, if I were impressed with the painful prospect in the case of the
man to whom I first referred, as being so necessarily dependent upon
others for help, I was still more impressed with a circumstance that
occurred upon my return. I had not long passed the spot whe.re I hall
previously seen the poor crippled man, when I was asked by a little boy
for a certain address. There was a something in the boy's gait and
appearance which betokened pain and suffering. Hence I asked him the
question. "Two years ago, sir," said he, "a prize-fighter held me up in
his hand, and let me fall; and my back was so hurt that I was six months
in a London hospital, and six weeks in the hospital here. The doctors
said," he continued, "if they tried to do anything for me, it would be
either kill or cure. And now, sir, the man (who is more than six feet
high) is himself in the hospital; he was hurt on the railway, and has had
one of his legs taken off."
Poor boy! if ever iny heart ached under a poor fellow-creature's
narrative, it did then. From further inquiries I found his father was
dead; and, in this state of pain and anguish, he was compelled to go out
to earn his daily bread. The house to which he was going on one of his
errands was quite a mile and a half from his place of business, and considerably up-hill. Although thirteen years of age, his growth had
evidently been stopped by the accident he had met with. When he was
not aware I· was looking at him, I saw he was compelled to stop every
few yards, and, with his stooping gait, and one hand resting upon his
back, and with the other carrying his basket, it was evidently with great
difficulty he could proceed. Some nights, he told me, he could not get an
hour's sleep for pain. Thought I, "What a prospect for this poor boy!
How little has this world to offer him! " And my heart went up to thft
Lord that He would in this case, as He had done in numberless others,
overrule the position and circumstances in which this poor boy was placed,
to his setting his thoughts and affections Christward, and to that happy
world where there is neither sin nor suffering. I secured the poor boy's
address, and hope to know more of him.
But did not these various facts, dear reader, suggest reasons for thoughtfulness and gratitude? What a vast distinction between a little discomfort with one's teeth and minus one's legs or a broken back!
D ..

LETTERS OF THE LATE REV. H. VENN.
[THE same kind friend who, some time since, furnished us with sundry interesting
extracts from letters written to members of her family, by the late Rov. WILLI M RO~IAINE.
has kindly forwarded us likowiso some quotations from the corrospond noo of the late Rev.
HENRY VENN. As with respeot to the other letters, they wor p( I'US d with pleasure and
profit by our reacters, we doubt not suoh will bo tho oaso with tho extraots about to be
quoted.-En.J

July, l775.-It was extrem lykind to giv me eo much pleasure by informing me of your safe return, and of all th tonder care over you and
yours in a foreign land, till you are eet down in your own home. Much
advantage Christians have, even in the very same favours as others
receive, because they receive them as tokens of the presence and love of
their God, which prompts to gratitude, and adds a great value to each
blessing. But, whilst your letter transported me, it at the same time
made me reflect with concern, how long it is since I have been able to see
you both, and enter into that perfect agreement of principles and thoir

The Gospel Magazi1ze.

563

effects which I have always enjoyed with you and Mr. -,-. My Lord,
I know, doth all things well, and it is well that I am fixed here, though
I am at a distance from those several precious friends who would make
my pilgrimage more comfortable. A Mr. W oolner (of whom I know very
little) was stlll a very welcome visitor to me some weeks since, because
he satisfied many inquiries I had to make after you, and told me of the
pleasant situation Mr. - - has now chosen for his abode. My heart
immediately said, May that house bea house of God; may He hearken
and heal' the discourse which passes in it, and be well pleased; may !",ll
who live in it live to His pr:aise, and all who die in it die to dwell WIth
Him! Thus I can gratify my desires after your spiritual welfare, and
wait with lively expectation of meeting you with the family of Christ
above. And then, dear Mrs. - - , for whom my heart feels much, will
fully know why her path has been appointed through such a desolate and
dreary way. . . . . You are so kind as to inquire after my family, of
which I can send you this account. My eldest daughter, I trust, begins
to feel her need of Christ, and fights against her evil nature. She has
every possible advantage where she is. Three such living ornaments to
the Christian profession are very rarely to be seen. They know the free
grace of God, and are most diligent in the use of means; and, what crowns
all, full of love, kindness, and humility, so that my daughter cannot but
admire and really love them. One of them has been much affiicted with
illness, and you would think that pain and a bed of languishing for ten
months was not even grievous to the flesh, to see her countenance, or to hear
her speak Oh, what a poor creature, not worthy to be called a Christian,
do I appear in my own eyes, when I see and hear her! Here is the great
power of God. . . . . At Christmas my son is to leave school, and be
with me for near two years before he goes to college. He chooses to be a
preacher, and I have good hope it will be his delight to bring souls to
God our Saviour. My two other daughters live with us, and Mrs. V. is
all, both to them and myself, I can conceive a wife to be. My people are
some of them now acquainted with' the Prince of Peace, and established
in Him. My church is better filled than ever, and I have a barn full in
one neighbouring town, to whom I speak every fortnight. Perhaps you
may recollect I had an assistant upon my first coming here. His wife
heard, and understood, and believed from the first. After three years and
a half she died, and left her husband and four charming children, the
eldest only eight years old. I visited her in her illness, and her last
words were, "Oh, trttst in the Lord Jesus, I beseech you all, and make a
friend of Him, for He hath been faithful to all His promises, and fulfilled all
my desires!" . . . . How did the zealous Friar turn out? Did he find
any souls who could testify remission of sins in the blood of the
Redeemer?
desire to be tenderly remembered to Mr. - - . I give him
joy that, witH myself, he has a dearest earthly friend as happy as his love
can wish her, and beckoning him to follow her to glory. This manifestation of Ohrist-how does it realize the truth of Scripture, and clothe
with majesty and glory the members of Christ's body, even on the bed of
death! If you have not heard of Lady G.'s illustrious testimony and
behaviour before she took her flight, I will send you a full account of it.
Such a beautiful close may you, and I, and all who love the name of
Jesus make; and from His grace may there be a daily beauty in our
lives which shall charm and lead men to confess there is indeed a present
excellency in the knowledge of Christ crucified, which facts, not words
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Qnly, proclaim. I can rejoice you both, by assuring you there are now
several large towns where the Gospel is in the Ohurch, viz., Worcester,
:Birmingham, Hinkley, Melton Mowbray, Leicester, Shrewsbury, Leeds,
York, Hull, WaIlingford.When I set out in '54, there were only
~ruro and :Bideford and :Bristol, besides London.
From hence I am
cQnfident many ministers will come forth, and all enter from a desire to
:'lerve the Lord Ohrist in the salvation of souls. . . . May you go on from
:'ltrength to strength, till you appear in heaven with all the chosen saints!
May, 1776.-How extremely kind, and what a pleasure, my very dear
friends, did I receive from your letter, which met me here the first day I
came (Birmingham, May, 1776). Nothing is to be without its alloy,-I
could not but be grieved on account of dear Mrs. - - - , that you were
nigh unto death, even whilst I was checked by the full assurance that
both of you would receive an increasing blessing from this loving correction of your covenant God, who has engaged Himself to be you and
yours for ever and ever. And nothing less would,satisfy the wishes of
my soul in your behalf. If it were lawful, I could also wish that, instead
<Jf being obliged to return home to-morrow, I was to set out for your
house. I know with what a cheerful countenance, with what an affectionate, heart, you would receive a loathsome worm into your house, for
His sake, whose name I would wish to magnify living and dying! But a
most tender wife, and three children, and a dear, though small, company
{)f precious souls, who have no one but myself to teach them, call for my
immediate return, to keep with them the anniversary of the descent of
the Holy Ghost. I came hither only to preach two charity sermons, and
stay five days; but, my horse falling lame, I stay eight, and have preached
five times to 3,000 souls. Here is a great harvest, and an indefatigable
labourer, and a good assistant. I never spoke in so excellent a place to
be heard. Thus the very providence which, by bringing me downin my
journey, and disabling me from my work, and making me incapable of a
large place, fixed me in Yelling, has been the means of spreading the
blessed knowledge of the Lord, and settling in this town, in the church, the
Gospel of Ohrist. And what gives me great pleasure is, that Mr. Rilard,
though not a shining preacher, as some are, is yet most solid and useful,
and his very excellent life (without which the fluent tongue and all gifts
are empty and disgustful), will daily add weight to his doctrine, and win
souls even without the Word. I never shall forget you; and, as I am travelling, though with a slow pace, and at a very poor rate, to our blessed
home, I taste a peculiar joy in the assurance ,of seeing you all there,
that my heart which has been knit to you all by an acquaintance of a
few weeks, and many civilities, will then be transported at the beholding
of your great glory, and the everlasting love of God to your favoured
souls. I must not conclude, without desiring not only your prayers for
me, but to offer up your thanksgivings also. My church is much
increased, not only in the number, but in the hu~ility, love, and earnestJIless with which they seek, many of them, to serve the Lord. I have
.every night near fifty in my kitchen. May all spiritual blessings in heavenly things be with you both!
(To hc continl4cd.)
THE iniquity, enmity, and ruin of the first transgression in Adam runs
through every drop of the blood in the veins of the believer.
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THE decision of the Court of Arbitration at Geneva is, that we have to"
pay' something over three millions sterling. We may be thankful for this
decision; for, although it is humiliating and rather a large sum to pay
for doing that which our lawyers and statesmen held to be no breach of
the Law of Nations, yet it is far better than war.
The accounts of the harvest are gloomy. The weather has, in many
districts, been most unfavourable for gathering in the crops, and, in consequence, a large quantity of grain has been lost. Mr. Mechi, writinoto the Times, says :-" I am no alarmist, but I believe that we shall hav~.
to pay for foreign corn in quantity and price, 15 to 20 millions sterling more
than in a good wheat season. We may reasonably infer that there will
be less employment for the labourer, and that railway companies will
suffer much loss of income from the diminished conveyance of corn."
The potato crop is a comparative failure; and, besides the continuance
of the foot-and-mouth disease amongst cattle, there has been a new outbreak of the fatal rinderpest. The price of coals has risen so much that
some English firms are actually oMaining their supplies from France.
This is the first time such a thing has been known. The country seems.
to be in a very prosperous condition commercially, but there is good
reason to fear that it will not long continue so. The struggle between.
capital and labour appears to be slowly but certainly undermining our
trade' and hurrying on a disastrous crisis. The Times has some forcibleobservations touching this subject. It says:"Capital, enterprise, and skill . . . . are things which, in their very
nature, are bound to no spot and are jealous of restriction. Threaten.
the capitalist that you will divide his spoil among the many; and he will
carry it off' to a place of safety, however distant. Threaten th" adven-tnrer that, without sharing his risks, you will cry halves, and morethan halves, on his find, should he happen to succeed, and he will betake
himself to some spot where he is safe. Threaten genius and attainments.
that it shall be simply the working slave of the multitude, and neverhave that which it can call its own, and it will take wings to the uttermost parts of the earth, if necessary, so as to escape a heartless servitude..
Our industrial combinations wield a power beyond their conception.
They can do for all England what combinations, before this, have done
for many a district in England-changing it from a populous region into,
a desert, and from a garden into a ruinous heap. The working classesof this country have only to agre~, and they can drive away all the
elements of wealth and prosperity, except labour and manual skill, to
remote regions, where labour and manual skill can be obtained in any
quantity. There really is no reason whatever why any man should not
sail to-morrow with a few skilled comrades, the proper tools, and the
requisite capital, to China, or to .Japan, and set up there any manufactory
which, under more favourable CIrcumstances, he would have preferred to<
try at home. If matters go on as they have gone on lately, the question
before us is simple enough. Either enterprise, capital, and skill will go,
where labour is to be found, or the superabundant labour of other'
countries will find its way here."
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Two acts passed during the last session of Parliament are now coming
into force, which we hope may be productive of much good, viz., the
Licensing Act and the Act amending the law respecting the adulteration
of food. By the former, public-houses must not be opened on week-days
before six in the morning, and they must be closed at eleven o'clock at
night; they must not be opened on Sundays before half-past twelve, and
they must close altogether at ten o'clock. In the country, if the justices
like, they must close at nine o'clock. The penalties for the nonobservance of the law are very heavy. They are £10 for the first and
£20 for the second offence. There is another clause, which, if strictly
.attended to, will no doubt be a serious check upon clrunkenness,-Any
publican supplying a man with liquor who may be aheady intoxicated is
liable to a penalty of £10. A person found drunk in a highway or
public place, instead of being liable to a penalty of 58., may be fined
108.; for the second offence, 208.; for the third offence, 408.; and, in
.addition to that, there is a very stringent clause in the Act, by which, if
the offender does not pay the fine, he is liable to a term of hard labour.
The person who may be drunk in the highway, and riotous, or guilty of
,any disorderly behaviour, or is drunk while in charge of any carriage, or
horses, or cattle, is liable to a penalty of 408.; and it is entirely at the
-discretion of the magistrates whether to fine such an offender or send
him to prison. A man refusing to quit a public-house, when dis'orderly
or drunk, or abusive to others, is liable to a penalty of £5, or, in default,
a certain term of hard labour. By the second Act, "Every person who
shall wilfully admix, and every person who shall order any other person
to admix, with any article of food or drink, any injurious or poisonous
ingredient or material, to adulterate the same; and every person who
shall wilfully admix, and every person who shall order any person to
admix, any ingredient .or material with any drug, to adulterate the same,
,shall, for the first offence, forfeit and pay a penalty not exceeding £50 ;
and, for the second offence, shall be guilty of a misdemeanour, a'l).d be
imprisoned for a period not exceeding six calendar months. The penalty
·on a person selling articles of food, or drink, or drugs, which they know
to have been adulterated, to be not exceeding £20, and to pay costs.
Analysts are to be appointed at various places, and inspectors of
nuisances may submit articles of food to be analysed. The analysts
appointed are to make reports quarterly to the local authorities. A
purchaser in any place where there is an analyst appointed, under this
Act may require the same to be analyzed."
A specimen of the ultra-liberalism of the age has just been seen in a
sermon preached by the Dean of Westminster in St. Andrew's, Glasgow.
The sermon was preached on the Tercentenary of the Massacre of St.
Bartholomew; and, referring to that event, the Dean said that "the medals
which were struck in its honour, the pictures which still hang on the
walls of the Vatican Palace, delineating its horrors as among the glories
of the Papacy, are now disowned with shame and remorse by the Papacy
itself." Is this true? Certainly not. And the Dean, challenged in the
public press, has (we are glad to see) practically acknowledged that it is
not. He says that he made the statement on the ground that the inscription to Vasari's picture at the Vatican of the massacre has been for
many years past effaced or I'emoved, and also that two Roman Catholic
\W1'iters (Moroni and and Mohler) have fal8ely denied, one the existence of
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the medals, and the -other th Romanist's part in the massacre. Very
poor ground for the
an's statement I Why, almost at the very moment
that he was giving utteranoe to it, M. Veuillot, the ohief ohampion of the
;so-oalled " Holy Se ," was actually defending the massaore! This the
Dean now admits, and adds, " Until that defenoe is oondemned, and
until the Bull of Gregory XIII., approving the massaore, is solemnly
withdrawn and denounoed in a Bull of equal authority by Pius IX. or
his suocessor, the Roman Ohurch will no doubt be justly open to oriticisms
like those of your oorrespondent of Friday." But we find fault with the
Dean for something more. Mter making this erroneous statement, he
, proceeded to say that the "Massacre of St. Bartholomew represented a
''SCene whioh, though its darkest shadow. rested on the Ohurch of Rome
.and on the monarchy of France, had yet overcast churches and kingdoms
as far as possible removed from Rome and from Paris. In England the
very name recalled· the mournful day on which 2,000 Nonconformists
were, by the fault of our forefathers, on St. Bartholomew's Day, in 1662,
estranged from the Ohurch of England; and in St. Andrew's it was
impossible not to remember how deep and bloodv were the stains which
had been left by the like spirit of religious hatred in the precincts, now
180 peaoeful and so tranquil, of that ancient oity."
Notice his words.
He olasses Popiah and Proteatant persecutions together, giving his hearers
1;0 understand that the one were well-nigh as bad as the other, and
mentions the estrangement of 2,000 Nonconformists from the Ohurch of
England as being nearly on a level with the murder-the cruel, awful
murder-of 60,000 innocent men, women, and children! This is what
we have again and again to complain of in the ultra-liberalism of the
-day. ,It can see no difference between things that differ. It makes
excuses for the most fearful crimes, and magnifies small ones. Especially
it would confound Protestantism with Romanism. It cannot see that the
-excesses of the latter proceed from it as a system, that they are the natural
fruit of that system, and that they must occur under that system where-ever time and opportunity permit; whereas the excesses of the former do
not proceed from Protestantism as a system at all; they are no part of it
whatever. Protestantism sets up no man as supreme sovereign of earth,
and his creed the world's highest law, every transgressor of which ought
to be capitally punished; but Rome does. Protestantism knows of no
;such teaching as that heretics are worse than thieves and murderers, and
that, whenever they can be distinguished and separated, they are certainly
to be burnt; but this is still the teaching of Rome. (See commentary of
Maldonatus, one of the standard authorities of Maynooth.) Tolerance is
the essence of Pl'otestantism; intolerance is the essence of Romanism.
Can they ever be alike? Never. How, melancholy, then is it to see them
placed on a level by a Pl'otestant Dean of Westminster!
Pare Hyacinthe has still further disconnected himself from the Romish
-Ohurch by entering into the holy state of matrimony. He has married a
widow, and in a long published letter has given his reason for this step.
What will his former co-religionists say respecting him now? It is said
that his example will probably' be followed by a large number of French
priests. At present the average nUlIl;ber of priests in France who marry
is, it appears, not less than from .twenty to thirty a year.
A smart reply has just been given by the Rev. E. B. Squire, Vicar of
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Swansea, to one of the attempts to throw discredi.t upon Bible history
which have become so common in the present day.
Professor Owen has expressed his opinion that it is utterly impossible,
"on anatomical grounds," that men could ever have lived to th()
"fabulous" ages mentioned in the book of Genesis, and. a writer in tho
August number of Fraser defends tlle professor, and asserts that tho
Hebrew word translated" years" does not mean years, but" months."
Mr. Squire's reply is short, but conclusive:" 'Enoch lived sixty and five years and begat Methusaleh.' I ask
the Professor-which will you accept, the father aged five years and five
months, or the son who died at 969 years? ' The Professor does not
accept the longevity of the Patriarchs.' We urge it upon him to decide
which is it-months or years-longevity or precocity: one or the other
it must be." Well does Mr. Squire add, "Alas, when will men ce_ase
to assail with carnal weapons those eternal verities which shall stand fast
for ever and ever?"
Some unusual appearances have lately been observed in the sun. An
Italian observer, Signor Tauchini, has recently published some extraordinary
accounts of what he saw a few weeks past. He describes the sun as becoming quite surrounded with the vapour of magnesium, .and that this
was accompanied by marked changes in the general appearance of the
sun as seen through the spectroscope: certain customary appearances
being diminished, others increased, and the light of the sun sensibly
changed in character. Whether this has any connexion with the
" signs" foretold by our Lord we cannot say, but certainly it seems to
bid us be on the watch.
Another missionary martyrdom has taken place: Mr. Gordon, a Presbyterian Missionary, who has laboured for several years on the island of
Erromanga. It appears that a native from Polenia Bay came down to
the mission station, and asked for Mr. Gordon to come and see his
children, who were lying sick. He went, and on arrival found the
children were· dead. The man charged him with witchcraft, and immediately tomahawked him. Mr. Gordon's brother and sister previously
lost their lives through a similar superstition; and in the same island
John Williams and his companion Harris laid down their lives.

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.
WE hail with satisfaction the 'announcement of a new weekly journal, entitled" THE:
CHRISTIAN STANDARD." It is to be conducted by Mr. JAMES GRANT, the late editor of
the Morning A.dvertiser, who, dUl'iag his many years' coanexion with that work, was ~o
great a defender of the Protestant faith against all .Anti-christian delusion and error.
From his very extensive acquaintance with the Christian wol'!d (so called), we know of no.
man so well qualified to conduct such a journal as that proposed. From the contents
of his prospectus, it is clear that Mr. GRANT'S mind is becomingly imbued with the real
character of the times in which we live. He says-and we fully coincide with himthat" we live in awful days." But, whilst Mr. GRANT purposes to stand upon the ramparts,.
and, to the utmost of his power, defend the citadel, it is evident that he likewise intends to
wait upon those within the walls, for the purpose of supplying with wholesome nourishing
fare, in the matter of sound doctrine, and heartfelt liviBg experience. This is a desirable
combination, much lacking in the journals and publications of our times. We heartily
wish Mr. GRANT God-speed in his praiseworthy undertaking.

