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" Thy God he1Jpeth thee."-l

OHlWN.

xii. lR.

THIS Magazine falls into the hands of numberless tried, tempted,
sin-burdened, Satan-harassed souls; souls who day by day are more
or less familiar with the solemn declaration, " It is through much
tribulation that ye must enter the kingdom." Moreover, under present circumstances especially, they are reminded of the fact that
"it is even the time of J acob's trouble;" but (blessed be God !),
whatever their fears and apprehensions, the promise annexed stands
good, and shall till the last vessel of mercy is safely conducted into
the fair havens: "But he shall be saved out of it." Yes, let the
depths through which every such vessel of mercy may be called to
pass be what they may, as assuredly as there is a God in heaven, and
as verily as that God is omnipotent and" mighty to save," so
assuredly shall such soul be sustained, upheld, defended, delivered,
and finally" brought off more than conqueror through Him that
hath loved him." .
/I

O'er heaven's high arch a motto stands engraved,
'None were l'efused admittance here who sought the Savioul"s aid; "
And o'er the mouth of bell's dark dismal cave,
'Jesus the purchase of His blood will have. '"

Verily, it is a fact! Adored be His name, nothing shall ever
effectually militate against that glorious declaration (Isaiah liii. 11),
"He shall see of the travail of His soul, and shaH be satisfied."
And (John xvii. 24), "Father, I will that they also, whom Thou
hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my
glory, which Thou hast given me: for Thou lovedst me before the
foundation of the world."
p p
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Dear tried and tempted souls, if you and ourselves oould but be
more occupied with the thought that the Lord J ehovah has infinitely
more at stake than we have, how would it tend to relieve us of a
load and an anxiety which is not absolutely OW-S, but His! Whether
we know it or not, the fact declared in J ehoshaphat's day still holds
good in our day, "The battle is not yours, but God's" (2 Ohron.
xx. 15) ; and that blessed proclamation made by Moses to Israel, in
their time of intense perplexity and imminent peril, may again and
again be reiterated in the hearing of every true spiritual Israelite:
"Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which He
will shew to you to-day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen today, ye shall see them again no m9re for ever. The Lord shall fight
for you, and ye shall hold your peace" (Ex. xiv. 13, 14).
Ah, beloved, have you not proved it to be so again and again, in
happy and heartfelt experience ? Were your deliverances of the
creature? Have you an arm of flesh of which to testify ? Was
it man's wisdom, or skill, or power, that was the ground of rescue or
€scape? Nay, nay, was it not" His own arm that brought salvation"? Was it not, moreover, verified by the testimony given in
.Deut. xxxii. 36, "For the Lord shall judge His people, and repent
Himself for His servants, when He seeth that their power is gone,
and there is none shut up, or left"? This is the way the Lord
secures to Himself the glory due to Himself! It is when creature
wisdom and creature power fail that the Lord J ehovah Himself
comes forth as a mighty, a gracious, and an allesufficient Deliverer,
and then songs of praise and adoration redound to Himself, upon the
ground, with respect to this, that, and the other deliverance, "This
is the Lord's doings, and it is marvellous in our eyes."
" 'Tis just in the last distressing hour
Our God displays delivering power;
The mount of danger is the place
Where we shall see surprising grace."

With respect to deep personal exercises and soul travail, we have
recently been much inclined to keep them to ourselves. During the
night-season, it had been a matter of much thought and earnest consideration. It was decided, however, in the morning, for, in the due
course of our family readings, came Acts xxvi. We saw at once that,
although the Apostle well knew he was surrounded by a multitude,
who were either vitally ignorant of or determinately hostile to the
truths he spake, yet, nevertheless, he was not to be deterred from
giving his testimony for God and truth. He might have yielded to
the idea that by so doing he would be "casting pearls before swine."
He might have apprehended that the simplicity of the truth as it is in
Jesus would thereby be ridiculed and maligned, as well as rejected.
Such indeed was the case, in regard to the Apostle's public addresses.
Notwithstanding, this neither intimidated nor weighed with him.
Full well he knew (as he elsewhere testifies) that he was "a sweet
savour of Ohrist, in them that are saved, and in them that perish."
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" To the one," said he, " we are the savour of death unto death, and
to the other the savour of life unto life."
This conviction helped to settle the mind of the Apostle as to the
character and outspokenness of' his testimony, both before the Church
and the world. What weighed with him was the message; the
reception or the 1'ejection of it he left with the Lord! " He that hath
my word, let him speak my word faithfully. What is the ohaff to
the wheat? saith the Lord" (Jer. xxiii. 28).
The declaration of doctrine is very important; a clear, sound oreed
is a matter of immense moment; but a deeply tried and sorely
exercised ohild of God needs something more than mere doctrine: he
wants to see the working of it. He looks for proof and evidence of
how it operates, and what it does for the holder oJ the doci1'ine! A
machine or an instrument may look well, but will it work well? is the
question.
,
How often do we meet with persons who talk of faith in such a
loose, vague manner, as though it were in the power of the oreature
both to possesss and to utilize, But this will not do. Faith is not
only the gift of God, but it is of the ope1'ation of His Spirit!
When people talk in this light, superfioial way about faith, and of
how persons ought to believe, and God expects them to believe, and so
on, we would fain test them upon some point, it may be, of a
merely temporal kind, in order to asoertain whether they find it so
easy to " aot faith," as it is termed, in regard to suoh point. Suppose, for example, the husband, the wife, or the ohild, as the oase may
be, is siok, are they-at any rate in the earlier stages of suoh sioknessable to fall into the hands of the Lord, saying sinoerely and unreservedly, " Do with us as seemeth Thee good"? It may be that
there is a wajward, self-willed, rebellious ohild, Can the parent at
onoe and at all times say, "The cup that my Father hath given me,
shall I not drink it?" Possibly, business cares or worldly perplexities
weigh heavily upon the heart; there is disappointment here, frustration tliere. Is there, notwithstanding, a oheerful aoquiesoenoe? Can
suoh say, " It is the Lord"? There oomes a heavy loss in trade;
can the loser exolaim, in all sinoerity and truthfulness, "The Lord
gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the
Lord"? Enemies arise on this or that hand, and lay to their chargt~
things that they know not. Can they at once say, "Let them curse,
the Lord hath bidden them" ?
Now, when the real tests of faith come, under the wise and loving
direction of the Holy Ghost, we defy anyone to prove that the hnmecliate or the constrtnt and uninterrupted result of' such test, upon the
part of the partaker of the faith, is a ready submission and a pC/feet
acquiescence. The talking about it and the assuming it is one thillg,
the reality another.
We have no wish to palliate unbelief, or to make excuses for distrust and ingratitude. God forbid ! We are aooustomed to speak of
both the one and the other, as shown by the children of God, as the
p p
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most flagrant of sins and the most heinous of transgressions-far, far
outvieing for enormity the sins and iniquities of the wordling, committed as such sins and iniquities are in ignorance and from a want of
true spiritual light and godly fear. But, whilst we thus speak, we
are extremely anxious to avoid putting faith in the place of the Object
of faith, which is CHRIST HIMSELF! Although it may be done unconsciously and most unintentionally, yet many there are who,
whilst dwelling upon faith, and insisting upon faith, as they do, as an
act of the creature, are only, in another form, advocating salvation
by works! Many would be shocked at the idea of such an advocacy; it
is, nevertheless, true !
That is a marvellously comprehensive testimony, "Not by might,
nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts."
Now, reader, you that know the Lord, and are at least somewhat,
familiar with His dealings, we appeal to you. Say, have some of
those kind and gracious interpositions and wondrous displays of the
Lord's hand immediately followed the sweet, precious exercise of faith
and prayer, or not? Whatever the hope, the expectation, the belief,
in connection with occasional seasons of wrestling and importunity,.
has there not, almost invariably bifore the deliverance, come a death
upon the promise? Has not that hope, or expectation, or belief,
appeared vague and delusive? And why? Because you should'
not, in the pride and self-sufficiency of your own heart, ascribe the
succour or deliverance to your faith or prayers.
The fact i:s, God will secure to Himself the glory and the freeness
of His own work; nor will He share it with the creature, or suffer'
His own gifts to become a substitute for Himself !
He is jealous of His honour, and well He may be, seeing what
poor proud, would-be independent creatures He has tci" do with.
We are very familiar with a case, dear reader, of most recent date,
where there was terrible conflict in connection with a severe trial of
faith. As He is wont to do, the Lord tested the soul of His'servant
upon tender and delicate grounds. He well knew where the weak
point was-the creature idolatry! He knew that past lessons (however repeated or severe) had failed to cure or to cleanse. Hence, as
there was the repetition of idolatry, there must be the repetition of
trial. If flesh would seek its way, faith, or rather the God and
Giver of the faith, must have His! This involves contention and
warfare. 'Which is the strongest? Who shall obtain the mastery?
That's the question. God will decide it in His time and His way.
It was a terrible battle! Two desperate nights! Faith seemed
foiled; the flesh appeared the victor! Prostrate as she lay sick and
wounded upon the battle-field, there was the heart cry and painful
moan, "Will the Lord cast off for ever? and will He be favourable
no more? Is His mercy clean gone for ever? doth His promise
fail for evermore? Hath God forgotten to be gracious? hath He
in anger shut up His tender mercies?" "When I cry and shout,
He shutteth out my prayer!" And how dark the conjeotures ! how
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dismal the apprehensions! how certain apparently the destruction!
Past mercies hidden! former deliverances completely obscured!
No earnest, no evidence, no assurance! Hope seemingly to have
perished from the Lord! " Neither sun nor stars in many days
appear; no small tempest laying on the soul; all hope of being
saved well-nigh taken away." The tempestuous wind called Euroclydon raging indeed!
If safety or succour, under these circumstances, depended upon
good seamanship, skill, or experience, alas! alas! shipwreck and
-absolute destruction were certain. But (blessed be God!) the
management is in other hands, and by no means left to the
patience, the confidence, or the knowledge, much less to the strength
or the worthiness, of the poor tempest-tossed mariner.
•, The Pilot's-(my Father)-at the helm! "

And oh! when He draweth nigh with His gracious smiles and one of
His precious whispers, "Fear not 1," how pacifying and reassuring is
such timely visit! How the soul loathes itself for its distrust,
ingratitude, vileness, and abomination; and how is the patience, forbearance, tenderness, and compassion of such a loved and loving Lord
admired and Himself adored!
Dear reader, do you know anything of it? Do you know what it
is for the Lord to draw nigh, in His own sweet, loving, special, and
peculiar way, "putting in His hand by the hole of the door," and
accosting the soul with one of His own gracious and tender salutations? Instead of anger or wrath, it is, "Let me seB Thy countenance,
let me hear Thy voice; for sweet is Thy voice, and Thy countenance
is comely."
And such loving forbearance, tender compassion, and boundless
·mercy soften and mellow and meeten the soul fu.r, far more than the
rebuke or the rod! It is a rebuke indeed; but oh, it is the rebuke of
love, pity, tenderness, and causes the poor wayward and wandering one
thus dealt with to
" Weep to the praise
Of the mercy he's found."

This is love-dm~cings, issuing in love-dissolvings! Not" the great
and strong wind that rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the
I'ocks before the Lord," not the earthquake, nor the fire! Oh, no ;
but the "STILL SMALL VOWE!" Ah, yes, dear reader, it is the
." STILL SMALL VOICE" that subdues, mellows, meetens !
" 'Tis LOVE that makes our willing feet
In swift obedience move;
The devils know and tremble, too;
But Satan cannot love."

Oh, what a marvellous distinction there is in the 12thof the Hebrews :
." For ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched, and that
hurned with fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest, and
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the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words, which voice they
that heard intreated that the word should not be spoken to them any
more;" "but ye are come unto Mount Sion, and unto the city of the
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company
of angels, to the general assembly and Ohurch of the firstborn, which
are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the
spirits of just men made perfect, and to Jesus the Mediator of the
new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better
things than that of Abel."
.
Reader, be assured that, whilst Sinai drives, it is Sion that d1"aws. '
The law says, "Do! " the Gospel (blessed be God!) says, " DONE! "
Verily, there is a mighty distinction! Have you been taught that distinction, reader? Are you still toiling at the law, or are you revelling
in the Gospel? In a word, have you been taught that unspeakably
blessed fact, that" OHRIST IS THE END OF THE LAW FOR RIGHTEOUS::\'ESS TO EVERYONE THAT BELIEVETH"? (Rom. x. 4.) "And by Him
all that belz'eve are justified from all things, from wltich ye could not be
iustijied .by the law cif Moses" ? (Acts xiii. 39.)

Our summing up, then, is this: much as we value faith, and daily
as we personally cry for an increase of it, we contend that it is
absolutely necessary, as we have before said, to beware of substituting
faith for OHRIST HIMSELF, the Object of faith. We may be misunderstood or abused for saying so, but there is a certain sense in which
the advocates for the exercise of a naked or nominal faith are
making the subjects of it, in measure and degree, self-saviours! At
the same time they throw stumbling-blocks and hindrances in the
way of the little-faiths; for, whilst they are urged, exhorted, and
reasoned with to believe, they set them upon doing an impracticable
thing; hence they strive, but to no purpose; and, because" they
labour in vain, and spend their strength for naught," they come to
the conclusion that their failure is a black mark and evidence
against them.
Not only is the seventh of the Homans virtually set aside by the
contenders that it is so easy to bel£eve, so simple to take God ect His
word, but the old-fashioned divinity contained in the l07th Psalm is
superseded also. Such language is strange and obsolete as that
adopted by the Psalmist where he says, " Such as sit in dewkness and in.
the s!ladow of death, being bound in C(jJliction and i1'on (a critical and..
trying place this-creature efforts to obtain freedom under such cir-·
cumstances vain and futile indeed 1) ; because they rebelled against the
words of God, and contemned the counsel of the Most High: the1"ifore
He broteght down their heewt with labour; THEY fell down, and thm"e
was none to help. THEN (that is', in their fallen, helpless condition)
they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, and HE (yes, blessed be
His name, it was HE, and HE alone, was the Doer-and HE)
saved them out of their distresses. HE brougld them met ({{dark. - ness and the shadow of death (it was but the shadow of death, although.
it appeared very real, at the time), and brake their hands in sunder"-
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" those bands of affliction and iron! " Well might the Psalmist add,
as he does no less than four times in this blessed and most comprehensive Psalm, " Oh, that men would praise the Lord for His goodness,
and for His wonderful works to the children of men."
Reader, do turn to this sweet experimental Psalm, and see how
repeatedly, and in what a variety of way, success and deliverance are
ascribed to the"Lord, and to the Lord alone!
Moreover, there is a secret known only to the Lord's dear tried
children in regard to those delivering mercies. It is thus that they
are vouchsafed, not only in immediate connection with the felt helplessness, the creature nothingness, the fleshly prostration, but likewise
in immediate connection also with jaith-failing, as well as jtesh-failing! "
Ah, here is the secret! Then it was not my jaith was my security,
but MY LORD and 1\1Y GOD HIMSELF! Ah, and thus and thus He
becomes the more endeared and endearing!
We repeat, we are not justifying faithlessness, or seeking to palliate
or make light of it (God forbid I), but we ask, "when he came to
himself," did the Lord J ehovah ever appear more lovely and gracious
in the prophet's eyes than when he contemplated His doings-His
condescension and compassion-as the angel aroused him from
his slumbers under the juniper tree? Did not the prophet thereby
get an insight into divine tenderness, forbearance, longsuffering,
and compassion, which he otherwise could not have done? Does not
the same remark apply to J onah and the gourd? to Thomas and his
faithlessness? to the disciples to whom, after they had" all forsaken
Him and fled," their loving Lord and Master sent so tender and
gracious a message, "Go to my brethren-(His brethren still I)-and
say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to
my God, and your God" ?
Ah, reader, it is in this way, and amid these "interminglings of
mercy," that glorious truth stands forth, in all its fulness and blessedness,
"THY GOD HELPETH THEE."

St. Luke's, Bedminste1', At![lust 29, 1875.

THE

CHRIST'S LOVE DISTINGUISHING.
WHY art thou, believer, say,
Walking in the narrow way?
Why are all your sins forgiven P
Why art thou an heir of heaven P
All researches fruitless prove'Tis the Lord-and it is love.
What hast thou, oh, what, to claim?
Freely all Ilis favours came;
Why believer, why to thee
All this rich benignity P
All researches fruitless prove'Tis the Lord-and it is love.

EDITOR.
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DIVINE PREDESTINATION.
This matter is by the decree of the Watchers, and the demand by the word of
the Holy Ones."-DANIEL iv. 17.
PREDESTINATION! The very utterance of this word makes men startle
in these days of yea-and-nay Ohristianity, and professing Ohristians avoid
it as a doctrine ofthe past, which will only do for those who lived before
the world was so enlightened; but, to our mind, "it is the only ground
upon which divine knowledge can stand, and, abstracted from the will
and purpose of God, such knowledge could not have any fruition." The
17th Article of the Ohurch of England puts it thus :-" Predestination
to life, the everlasting purpose of God, whereby (before the foundations
of the world were laid) He hath constantly decreed by His counsel secret
to us, to deliver from curse and damnation those whom He hath chosen
in Ohrist out of mankind, and to bring them by Ohrist to everlasting
llalvation, as vessels made to honour." Nothing can be clearer or more
Scriptural than this statement, and it is impossible to conceive how those
men can be honest who subscribe to these Articles, but neither believe
nor pre,ach them. It was the maintaining' of the doctrine of Predestination, opposed to the doctrine of Free-will, whir.h was the prominent
feature in the teaching of Martin Luther, which brought about the
glorious Reformation of the fifteenth century; and shame be upon those
Protestants who are trying to undervalu.e that great work. But, in order
to be clear upon this important doctrine before us, we think that there
are three ways in which we may come at the truth of it. First, by the
express declarations of the Word of God; secondly, by the consummate
order and adaptation of all His works; and, thirdly, by His designs and
disposition in all around us. We pray God to bless our meditation
upon this important subject. He knows that we write with the twofold
desire of edifying precious souls and of honouring Ohrist, and that we
bathe our paper with cries and pleadings-ah! and sometimes with tears
-leaving the issue with the Lord of glory.
We are to show, thenI. Divine Predestination is a truth from the express declarations of the
Word,. and this will be seen, first, in the description given us of the
CHARACTER OF GOD. He is the immortal, omnipotent, omniscient, omnipresent J ehovah. He is eternal, itl;lmutable, and the only wise God.
He is light, love, glorious.
He is the perfect, holy, just, true, and.
upright One; righteous, great, and gracious in all His ways; faithful to
His every promise; merciful, and compassionate, and of long suffering.
There is none beside Him; none before Him; none like unto Him. Now,
if we weigh these various expressions-n~y, this is impossible, for what
finite mind can comprehend the heights and depths and lengths and
breadths of only one of His attributes ?-we are lost in the contemplation. The heavens cannot contain Him. Job says, "Dost thou know
the balancings of the clouds? They are the wonderful works of Him
who is perfect in knowledge. These clouds are but the fluid mountains
which encircle His footstool, and He sitteth upon the circle of the
heavens and fainteth not, knowing everything from the first to the last,
the Most High over all the earth."
1/
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We are writing our notes at the foot of that well-known headland, the
GreatOrmes Head, and, as we gaze upwards on its crags and steeps and see
persons dotted here and there-oh, so puny !-the greatness of the Lord
.rehovah and the littleness of man come out in striking contrast, and the
words of the prophet Amos gain additional force: "It is He that buildeth His stories in the heaven, and hath founded His troop in the earth:
He that calleth for the waters of the sea, arid poureth them out up~n the
face of the earth; the Lord is His name." And, in the contemplation of
His majesty and power, we remember the words of J oeeph Iron8" Aspire, my soul, to yonder throne,
Where sits the infinite, unknown,
The self-existent GOd;
Whose being no beginning knows,
While matchless splendour round Him flows,
And all things wait His nod.
H

In Him is no futurity;
He stands enwrapt in purity,
Unchangeably the same;
The great First Cause of all events,
Who gives decrees, and ne'er repents,
And holy is His name."

Thus, beloved, do we see that the very character of God brings out the
fact that all which proceeds from Him must be a matter of predestination.
We will proceed further, to see how HIS COVENANT DECREES confirm
the same fact, as our passage states, "This matter is by the decree of the
Watchers, and the demand by the word of the Holy Ones." One of the
signal ways in which J ehovah made known His mind and purpose in the
Old Testament times was by dreams. It was so in the case before us, as
it is written, "I N ebuchadnezzar was at rest in mine house, and flourish.
ing in my palace: I saw a dream which made me afraid, and the thoughts
upon my bed and the vision of my head troubled me." We can but
pause over this impressive passage. Ah! how many a man who has been
surrounded by prosperity and plenty has had such an arrow of conviction
sent home by an invisible hand, which has made him afraid and troubled
him. But it is not always that such convictions are sanctified, and we
must ever distinguish between the terror of the ungodly and, the trembling
()f the child of God. In the case before us, Nebuchadnezzar appealed
in his trouble to his magicians and astrologers to interpret the dream, but
they could not. Associated with his court was a man of God-one w40
had been brought by God into favour, and who by His grace would not
defile himself. Daniel was brought before the king, who appealed to
him to interpret the dream. It requires us not to go into the details.
Our point is, that in that dream the king saw a watcher and a holy one
come down from heaven, who, after in figurative language describing
:what should happen to him personally and to his kingdom, uttered this
Important declaration, "This matter is by the decree of tb'e Watchers, and
the demand by the word of the Holy Ones, to the intent that the living
:nay. know that the Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men." Daniel,
mspll'ed by the Spirit of God, interpreted the dream, and all that he
declared came upon the king Nebuchadnezzar, who, at the end of the
days, when all these things were fulfilled, made this solemn:acknowledgment: "I lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine understanding
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returned unto me, and I blessed the Most High, and I praised and
honoured Him that liveth for ever, whose dominion is an everlasting
dominion, and His kingdom is from generation to generation; and all the
inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and He doeth according
to His will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the
earth; and none can stay His hand, or say unto Him, What doest
Thou?" To our mind, in the foregoing revelation and its results, the
doctrine of divine predestination is prominently brought out. All which
was done was by the" decree of the Watchers," who live for ever, and
carry out their designs from generation to generation. And we believe
that the substance of this dream is given us not merely to show us that
this particular matter was by the" decree of the Watchers," but everything that concerns us for time and for eternity; and we have but
narrow and cribbed views of our covenant God, if we do not grasp at the
fact of His overruling sway. Can we imagine for a moment that He sits
upon the circle of the heavens, simply looking down upon the children
of men, without any control over their movements and actions? Ours,
beloved, is not such a God as this. And we should like those who think
He is a God who has no control or concern in the details of our lives to
read the 147th Psalm, and note how the word He, in connection with
His dealings, is repeated again and again: "The Lord buildeth up;
He healeth the broken in heart; He telleth the number of the stars; He
calleth them by their names. The Lord lifteth up the meek; He casteth
down the wicked to the ground; He covereth the heavens with clouds,
and prepareth rain for the earth; He maketh grass to grow upon the
mountains; He giveth to the beast his food; He delighteth not in the
strength of the horse," &c. " He hath strengthened the bars of thy
gates; He hath blessed thy children within thee; He maketh peace in
thy borders; He fiUeth thee with the finest of wheat; He giveth snow;
He scattereth the hoar frost; He casteth forth His ice like morsels; He.
sendeth out His word," &c., for space fails us to enumerate proofs of His
personal dealing to the children of illen in all ages, as well as power over
all His works.
Oh, how such views of our God may well tend to humble the creatureand lay us in the dust; and yet, forsooth, we behold man setting up his
power and his will, and talking arrogantly of his strength to do this and
the other. "Shall the axe boast itself against him that heweth therewith?
or shall the saw magnify itself against him that shaketh it? as if the rod
should shake itself against him that lift it up, or as if the staff should lift
up itself, as if it were no wood." Depend upon it, the Lord will work,
and who shall let it? The Lord of Hosts will lop the boughs of human
pride, and humble the haughty who resist His will. Lebanon shall
fall by the Mighty One.
All, then, that is done in heaven and upon earth is by " the decree of
the Watchers."
And, furthermore, predestination is seen IN THE CLAIM 0J0' GOD TO THE
ELECTlON OF A PEOPLE UNTO HIMSELF. This is expressed so clearly by
the Apostle Paul that it requires nothing added to it nor taken from it:
"For whom He did foreknow He also did predestinate to be conformed
to the image of His Son, that He might be the Firstborn among many
brethren. Moreover, whom He did predestinate, them He also called,
and whom He called, them He also justified, and whom He justified, them
He also glorified." And can anyone read these words without seeing
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that there is such a thing as personal predestination? It is not said tllat
which He did foreknow, but "WHOM He did foreknow He did predestinate." And we shall never be right upon eternal things until we see
our salvation a matter of personal decree, and the whole of our career a
matter of covenant arrangement; and the Word of God abounds with
instances of these truths. Take, by way of example, the case of the
prophet Jeremiah. The Lord J ehovah declared that He knew him before
he was formed, and sanctified him before he was born, and promised that
because of this His special providence should be over him, and he should
go withersoever He sent him. True, at different times of his career it
seemed to flesh and blood far otherwise; especially in that trying time
when Ihe was treated by his enemies as a fugitive, and cast into a loathsome pit, to all human appearances to perish; and to such an extremity
was he brought that orders were given for old cast clouts and rotten rags
to be placed under the cords, under his arms, to get him out of the
dungeon ere he die. Oh, beloved, here is something like a trial; yet
how we complain, when ours will not bear the shadow of a comparison
with this. But with it all the Lord still preserved His chosen, sanctified
one, and proved that
,. Not a single shaft could hit
Till the God of love saw fit."
We might write much more upon this part of our subject, but our
readers may recollect that in our last notes we enlarged upon the fact of
the Lord claiming a people as His own heritage. We will, therefore,
proceed to our next point, namely11. Tl.e doctrine (If Predestination is manifest in the consummate order and
adaptation of all tlle works of God. Here a vast subject opens before uswe can but give a few proofs of this fact. Look, for instance, at the
infinite space above us, with its numerous stars and lesser and greater
systems, all suspended by the influence of gravitation by the decree of
Jehovah, "who telleth the number of the stars, and calleth them all by
their names." Then, again, look from the ethereal vault of heaven down
to the wondrous structure and composition of the earth; see the order
and variety of the strata, layer upon layer, each having its peculiarity of
form and substance, and all marking the hand of omnipotent power and
divine arrangement. Think, also, of the vegetation that clothes the'
earth. Take the tiniest leaf of the tree and macera.te it, and behold what
a marvellous fabric of the most perfect order is brought out. Glancefrom vegetable life to animal. Trace the classifica,tion of animal form,
so perfect in order; and, from the trunk of the elephant to the teeth of
the smallest animal, every function adapted for the purpose it was maue.
Look also into insect and animalcule life, and trace one race ever reproducing the form of another in wondrous transition and arrangement.
And last, but not least, think of the physical structure of man, from the
wondrous arch of the foot, which bears up that framework, which is perfect
in all its parts, to the crown of the head, and behold therein the wonderful work of God. Now, we contend that, as in natural creation all is.
perfect and in order, so it is in the spiritual creation. We are His workmanship. He gives life, breath, gifts, graces, sustenance; all that is
needed. Or, if we trace it again in the grand scheme of salvation, thereis the same perfect order. All is a matter of predestination. " Bless,1d'
be the God and Father of our Lord J esU'! Christ, who hath blessed us with",
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all spiritual blessings in heavenly places (things) in Ohrist, and chosen us
before the foundation of the world," &c. Blessed be God the Son, "in
whom we have redemption through His blood, according to the riches of
His grace," and blessed be God the Holy Spirit, who hath " made known
unto us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which
He hath purposed in Himself." Yes, beloved, from first to last, salvation
is the work of the Trinity, and, therefore, is perfect and complete in all
its parts. Anything short of this must make Him a God of disorder
and uncertainty, having no preconstructed plan, but liable to unforeseen
€xigences, and subject to the caprice of the creature He has made. But
facts by which we are surrounded, plain and obvious to every sensible
man, lead us to a conclusion the opposite to this, and show us to demonstration the consummate order and adaptation of all the works of our
God. Ah, and not merely are His works so, but His ways are perfect
also, which will be further traced if we notice
Ill. That the doctrine of Predestination is seen in what we d'iscover of
Jehovah's designs and disposition in (tll around us. Nothing happens by
chance-the being permitted to go here, and prevented from going there,
the little events that become turning-points in our histories, and the
leadings in connection with the stations in life we occupy-all is of the
Lord; and, with the knowledge of this fact before us, we ought to feel, with
regard to every (;)arthly arrangement, that all is dependent upon the will
·of Our God, and not lay down as a certainty what our actions may be
.any future day or hour. " Go to now ye that say, To-day or to-morrow
we will go into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell
and get gain: whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow," &c.,
." for that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that."
And the Lord's disposition is not confined to the details ofthe Ohristian's
everyday life, but is extended to the great nationaJ events that we
witness. The cholera, that has laid down its heaps, the cattle disease,
as well as that which attacks vegetation, and which scientific men have
failed to trace to any secondary cause, is all of the Lord; and if, as we
have seen, national and personal events are "by the decree of the
Watchers," sure we are that all that concerns the family of God is especially a
.matter of everlasting decree and design. Yes, the sacred Scriptures assure
us that the glorious self-existing J ehovah, Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost, the Holy Ones, are fulfilling the offifJe of Watchers, not merely over
hUman affairs, but especially over the interests of the beloved and
redeemed Ohurch of Ohrist, as it is written, "And it shall come to pass,
that like as I have watched over them, to pluck up, and to break down,
and to throw down; and to destroy, and to afflict; so will I watch over them,
.to build and to plant, saith the Lord" (Jeremiah xxxi. 28). And again,
David declares, "My help cometh from the Lord, which made heaven
and earth." And then, addressing the Ohurch, he adds, "He will not suffer
thy foot to be moved; He that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor
'sleep. The Lord is thy shade upon thy right hand" (Psalm cx:,-i.).
And, again, by Isaiah (xxvii. 3), it is declared, "I the Lord do keep It; I
will water it every moment: lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and day."
Now, these passages, and many others, show us that the Ohurch ~s not
merely predestinated, and then left to work its way through the billows
of life without captain 01'. compass; but that the Lord is overruling all,
and ord~riDg all, day by day, hour by hour-ah! and on her nij?,"hts of
.darkness too, "He neither slumbereth nor sleepeth." And, to bnng the
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matter home to personal experience, note how the" lot is cast into the lap,
and the whole disposing thereof is of the Lord," and that divine providence and preservation are the issue of divin6 predes#nation. In proof
of this, it is very blessed to notice how the Old Testament saints testified
of the goodness and providence of God in all their leadings ; especially as
death approached did they look back upon the way and trace all as theworking of a covenant ordering and keeping God. Good old J acob
straightened himself and sat upon the bed to make that precious declaration to Joseph, "God Almighty appeared unto me ~t Luz in the land of
Canaan, and blessed me, and said unto me, Behold, I will make theefruitful, and multiply thee, and I will make of thee a multitude of people,
and will give this land to thy seed after thee for an everlasting possession;"
testifying that He had been true to His promise, and committilfg his
children and his children's children into the hands of his covenant God.
Moses, too, before his death, extolled the majesty of God, and concluded
his blessing of the twelve tribes with those memorable words, " Happy art
thou, 0 Israel: who is like unto thee, 0 people saved by the Lord, the
shield of thy help, and who is the sword of thy excellency! and thine
enemies shall be found liars unto thee, and thou shalt tread upon their.
high places." David, too, who died in a good old age, full of days, riches,
and honour, left upon record this testimony, which he uttered before all
the congregation: "Blessed be Thou, Lord God of Israel our Father, for
ever and ever. Thine, 0 Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and theglory, and the victory, and the majesty: for all that is in the heaven and in
the earth is Tlline; Thine is the kingdom, 0 Lord, and Thou art exalted as
Head above all. Both riches and honour come of Thee, and Thou
reignest over all; and in Thine hand is power and might; and in Thine
hand it is to make great, and to give strength unto all." Surely this
signally favoured servant of the Lord preached the doctrine of divine
predestination, tracing up all to the Author of every good and perfect
gift. Solomon, his son, also a servant of the Lord, followed in his wake,
testifying before all the congregation of Israel, "There is no God like Thee
in heaven above, or on earth beneath, who keepest covenant and mercy with
Thy servants that walk before Thee with all their heart." And spreading
fOl'th his hand towards heaven, and lifting up his heart to his father's God,
he consecrated the temple to the service of the Lord, testifying that God
was a God hearing and answering prayer, and pleading with Him that
His priests might be clothed with salvation, and His saints rejoice in His
goodness. What a time that must have been when, at the end of his
praying, the glory of God filled the house! Nor must we omit the testimonyof Hanani, the Jew, before the king of Judah, who declared that
"the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, t(}
shew Himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect
toward Him." Jehoshaphat, also, in his felt helplessness before Moabites
and Ammonites, strengthens himself in the fact that the God whom he·
serves ruled over all the kingdoms of the heathen, and that in His hand
there is power and might, so that none is able to withstand Him.
Thus, dear reader, were these Old Testament saints perpetually tracing
up all the events of their career to the covenant working of their covenant
God; and, if not directly, yet indirectly, proclaiming the doctrine of divine
predestination. And is it not so with you, dear child of God? Does not a
review of the pathway bring you to feel that it is the Lord who, according .
to His purpose ano. will. ]las worked marvellously for you? And if, dear
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reader, you are a parent, and know with the writer you will be called to
part from those so dear to you, how the foregoing facts make you feel
that you can commit your dear ones into the hand of your covenantkeeping God, feeling assured that all that concerns them, as well as you,
is by " the decree of the Watchers," and the unerring wisdom of the Holy
Ones. But, it may be said, are not some of these depositions very difficult to
understand? Indeed, they are, and stagger and astonish us; but, if they
all squared with our notion of things and with natural reason, there
would be no necessity for faith. We are ·to bow now to many a dispensation of the Lord as being" according to His will," and we are to wait
His time for the unravelling of the apparent twisted reel. But we feel
here, beloved, there opens before us another wide subject, that we must
reserve for future thoughts. Our point now is, that, whatever the design
or disposition be, it is a matter of divine decree that nothing happens by
chance-personal, relative, national, and experimental dealings are all of
the Lord. All is in His hands. "The earth is the Lord's, and the
fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein." "Unto Thee, 0
God, do we give thanks, unto Thee do we give thanks: for that Thy
name is near Thy wondrous works declare." "The Lord reigneth." He
is clothed with majesty; His testimonies are very sure.
Nor must we omit one more point here, while thinking of· the great
Disposer of all things-tl,e· smallest matter, as well as the largest, is of His
decree and design. ., Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings? and not
Qne of them is forgotten before God. But even the very hairs of your head
are all numbered." And what Christian is there that has not visited the
abode of some humble poor one, and had proof that the Lord does not
overlook His lowly saints, but that such are living upon Christ with a
more lively faith in Him and gratitude to Him than those who are in a
higher station of life, and surrounded with comforts and luxuries? But
be our station in life what it may, the Christian is bound to feel and
acknowledge that his or her very meanest things are not too mean for the
Lord. We can take to Him our every care, for He careth for us.
And now we feel that our contemplation of this subject would not be
complete, if we did not trace it up to this climax, namely, that not merely
does divine providence and preservation issue from divine predestination,
but the fruition of it is seen in resurrection and glorification, a9 a completion
of that plan which is wondrous and perfect in all its parts. This also is
by" the decree of the Watchers, and by the word of the Holy Ones." It
has been thought by persons in all ages a thing incredible that God
should raise the dead. Pliny classes it with the impossible things which
God oannot accomplish, to call back to life; and in our Lord's time He
was surrounded by the sects of Sadducees, who say that there is no
resurrection. And our Lord's disciples themselves had but doubtful
minds upon the point: "And as they came down from the mountain, He
charged them that they should tell no man what things they had seen till
the Son of Man were risen from the dead. Aud they kept that saying
with themselves, questioning one with another what the rising from the
dead should mean." Indeed, it would seem that many of the Old Testament prophets had a much clearer view and assurance of the resurrection
than the disciples of our Lord. Job declares, "For I know that my
Redeemer liveth, and that He shall stand at the latter day upon the
earth, and though after my skin worms destroy my body, yet in my fltlsh
shall I see God." David also, after declaring that" men like sheep are
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laid in the grave, death feeding on them, and their beauty consumed,"
with a very precious confidence asserts that "God will redeem his soul
from the power of the grave, for He shall receive me." We call to mind,
also, Isaiah's emphatic prophecy, "Thy dead men shall live, together
with my dead body shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye that dwell in
the dust, for thy dead is as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out
the dead." And Daniel also declares that, when Michael the great prince
shall stand up for the children of God's people, "many of them that
sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and
some to shame and everlasting contempt." Here is sufficient to show us
that the Old Testament pointed to the resurrection as a matter of divine
predestination, and in accordance with the" decree of the Watchers."
We who are privileged to live in the Gospel dispensation hold it as one
of the great articles of Christian faith, and can say, with the Apostle
Paul, " We believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also
which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him;" and, if asked, How can
this incredible thing be performed? we point to the memorable words of
()ur blessed Lord, "I am the Resurrection and the Life." And we believe
that He who could raise Jairus's daughter from death, restore the
widow's son to his mother, bid Lazarus come from his grave, will, at the
appointed time, command the sea to give up the dead which were in
it, and death and the grave deliver up the dead which were in them.
And "we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall
change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto His glorious
body," &c.
And now, beloved, we pause to review what we have written upon this
important subject. We have seen that predestination is a great fact, as
declared by the Word of God, which is traced-first, by the description
given us of His character; then, by what is affirmed of His covenant
decrees, and in His claim to an elect people. Furthermor6, that the
doctrine is manifested in the consummate skill, order, and adaptation of
all His works, and that it is substantiated in what we discover of
Jehovah's designs and disposition in all around us, nothing happening
by chance-yea, that all, whether small or great, is by "the decree of
the Watchers; " that issuing from divine predestination is divine providence and preservation, of which the Old Testament prophets bore full
witness ere they left this vale of tears, and which is confirmed by the
experience of every living saint; and that the fruition of this important
doctrine is seen in resurrection and glorification: so that f:rom first to last
it is a matter of divine decree and everlasting purpose.
Beloved, personally, can we not put our seal to these things and add,
" My precious Lord, Thou hast brought me through all. the changing circumstances of my chequered career. By Thy help I continue to this day;
and, with regard to spiritual things, as one of Thy chosen ones from all
eternity, Thou didst separate me from my mother's womb, watching over
me in my days of unregeneracy, hindering seen and unseen dangers from
harming me, bringing me in the day of Thy power from darkness unto
life, manifesting Thyself unto me as mighty to save, revealing Jesus to
my soul as my Saviour, and giving me unmistakable signs and tokens
that the Holy Spirit was at work in me, commencing and continuing that
which nothing can destroy"? Oh, surely, beloved, with such feelings you
and I must attribute all to divine predestination and divine preservation;
and, therefore, are prepared to give all the glory to the Three in One.
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who hath chosen, redeemed, sanctified, and succoured, and saved us with
an everlasting salvation.
But, then, we know to this important doctrine there are many
objections.. We care little for them when we are able to take ou~
stand upon the Word of God and personal experience. Still, it may
be as well to notice two or three. It is said, if predestination is a
truth, then what is to be will be, and nothing we can do will alter it.
We reply, Precisely, it is so. Puny man cannot make it otherwise, with
all his sell·conceit and fancied prowess. But, we would ask, is there
anything that is to be that is not, or has God promised anyone thing
that He has not performed? We should advise those objectors who wish
to pursue this point to reflect upon Isaiah xlv. 9; lxiv. 8; Romans viii.
29,30; ix. 21'; Ephesians i. 5; ii., &c., &0.
Again, it is asked, If what is to be will be, wl~at is the use of prayer?
We reply, every use, for rayer is part of the decree of the Watcher, and
the Watcher is a prayer-hearing- and answering God. Hence is it
written, "Thus saith the Lord God, I will yet for this be enquired of by
the house of Israel to do it for them; I will increase them with men like a
flock;" and, "because Ahaziah did not enquire of the Lord," judgment,
we are told, fell upon him. "Is it not because there is n'ot a· God in
Israel," said the angel of the Lord to him, "that ye go to enquire of
Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron? Now therefore thus saith the Lord, Thou
shalt not come down from that bed on which thou art goone up, but shalt
surely die." And woe be that man who, because all is of the decree of
the Watcher, says then there is no use in prayer. "I will be enquired
of by the house of Israel, saith the Lord." It is therefore for us to go in
prayer to the throne of grace, according to His decree and will. We
may not get an answer to our prayers, because we ask amiss, or for
something that is not consistent with His will to give.
"Father, if it be possible," said our dear Redeemer, "let this cup pass
from me." We should do well to preface every prayer with" Father, if it
be possible/' and see that, if not answered, it is not possible. And then a
third view taken, and which really assumes the form of an objection to
the doctrine, is this: Oh, we believe in predestination, but, concerning
salvation, God elected those wllom He knew would accept Christ. Here,
as ever, is a blow dealt at the work or even need of the Holy Spirit, and a
setting up of free will as necessary to salvation. Against this assumption
we protest, nor will we ever be guilty of ascribiJig such perfect weakness tothat God who is omnipotent to save, The fact is, the cardinal doctrines
of Predestination, Election, and Free Grace meet the I'eader of the Bible
at every turn and corner, and, such truths not suiting his proud nature, he
tries to get away from them or explain them away as best he can. But it
will not do.
And now, in conclusion, what is the practical effect to the Ohristian of
this important doctrine? It brings one, first, TO ADORATION OF SOUL. Profoundly must we reverence such a God, and bow lowly at His feet; and
how sweet to know that that God is most merciful, and despisest not the
sighing of a contrite heart! Then, again, it is to our mind, and I think
must be to every Ohristian, a subject FRAUGHT WITH COMFORT to think,.
yea, to feel assured, that our salvation is all a matter of certainty and
covenant arrangement, that there is no contingency, nothing left for the
creature to do, whereby the matter might prove a failure. The whole is
by" the decree of the Watchers, and the demand of the Holy One~." The
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same with ragai,a to the path,,""ay-all ordered; not a stepping-stone
but what is fixed by the unerring hli.nd of Omnipotent Power, and that the
hour of my departure is appointed, and. the very chariot which is to take
me home is prepared. If we know this is so, and we must and do, why
need we fear death? why those unbecoming shrinkings and cowardly
misgivings? Ah, they are uprisings of the old nature. The Lorel knows
Our infirmities. Oh, that they may be crucified, and we possess that holy
calm and assurance that predestination is calculated to bring us when
brought home by the power of the Spirit. And then, as well as giving
comfort, is not this subject calculated to give us encouragement in all that
is before us, till the time of our change comes? Amids·t much that is trying,
to be enabled by faith to look up and recognise a covenant God overruling all, and to appeal to Him as our Father, who knoweth all about
us, and whose eye never overlooks the least and meanest of His family;
'their sighs are regarded by Him, and their tears put into His bottle, not
a thing that concerns them is overlooked bv Him. Oh, beloved, may the
Spirit enable us to stay our souls upon such a God! And tae same with
regard to spiritual things-all ordered, and well ordered; the whole a
~atter of covenant arrangement and omnipotent power, so that failure is
Impossible, for all is in the hands of the Watchers and the Holy Ones.
The ever-upturning events of our career, accompanied by disappointment upon disappointment, bring us more to feel the force of the admolIlition, "Cease ye from man, whose breath is in his nostrils;" while, on
the other hand, matured experience and a deeper acquaintance with
divine things bring us feelingly to say, "In the Lord put I my trust;
no arm can save but His."
Dear reader, may the foregoing view of this important subject bring us
to a calmer assurance concerning our temporal affairs and eternal destiny;
and may our l'eligion be based upon the never-failing foundation of the
divine predestination of an all-wise God!
IJerby.
G. C.
ANEODOTE FROM" THE HISTORY OF PROrESTANTISM."AGRIPPA D'AUBIGNE.
AGRIPPA n' AUBIGNE, one of the glories of Protestantism, and one of the
greatest men of France, fell into an ambush during the war of
Saintonge, and was made prisoner. He obtained permission, however,
from St. Leu, who commanded the Roman Qatholic troops of the province,
to pass, on his simple parole, a few days among his friends at Rochelle.
But scarcely had he quitted St. Leu ere the latter received orders to
transfer him to Bordeaux, chained, and under a strong escort. St. Leu,
who both liked and respected his prisoner, secretly sent word to him not
to come back; but, to his great astonishment and regret, he soon after
saw D'Aubigne returning. "Sir," said the Huguenot, "I have come to
put myself into your hands, in fulfilment of the promise I gave you, and
because I do not wish to compromise you with a suspicious and cruel COUl't,
by being missing when they demand me of you. I know my death is
determined upon; my- enemies will not be satisfied till they have
wreaked their vengeance upon me; but I shall, for my own part, have
satisfied my conscience by the performance of the duties which honour
.and gratitude demand of me."-Translated from La Gerbe.

J. Y.
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OHRISTIANITY IN FRANOE.
MR. SMILES, in his" History of the Huguenots in France," has revived th&
chronicles of their sufferings, their courage, and their faith. The strong
Oalvinistic element in their belief proved it to be something b~yond an
opinion; it carried them to beggary, torture, the galleys, death. Their
faith was "more than a notion or name;" it was more than" the application of a natural faith to a spiritual object;" it was more than the
spasmodic belief of the excited free-will er ; it was a h.eaven-born principle
that was dropped from above into the hearts of the favoured ones" written
among the living in Jerusalem," and set apart by eternal choice to be
partakers of the faith of God's elect. With such an Author and Finisher,
the work of grace must needs be made manifest to the glory of God in
time, and trial, more or less, is the divine ordeal appointed by God to
prove the genuine nature of this faith given to the children of Ged. In
the history of the Huguenots we read, in one word, reality; and, like the
worthies of old, we trace the repetition in a Gospel day of the same trials
that Old Testament saints endured. "Oruel mockings and 'Bcourgings,
moreover of bonds and imprisonments. They were slain with the sword,
they wandered about; being destitute, afflicted, tormented, they wandered
in deserts and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth." And
what provoked all this treatment? Their faith. And by whose hands was
their blood shed and their lives tormented? By the Holy Roman
Catholic Ohurch. To be broken on the wheel, the most horrible of all
tortures, was reserved for the punishment of Protestants, the galleys
were worked by Protestant prisoners; and to meet for wOTship, however
small the gathering, was the great offence that brought down upon the
victims of Jesuit hate confiscation, imprisonment, torture, and death.
Mr. Smiles well observes:In looking back at the sufferings of the Huguenots remaining in France
since the revocation of the Edict of Nantes, at the purity, self.denial, honesty,
and industry of their lives, at the devotion with which they adhered to
religious duty and the worship of God, we cannot fail.to regard them,
labourers and peasants though they were, as amongst the truest, greatest, and
wortbiest heroes of their age. When society in Fi'ance was falling to pieces,
when its men and wemen were ceasing to believe in themselves and in each
other, when the religion of the State had become a mass of abuse, consistent
only in its cruelty, and the whole mass had become corrupt, these poor
Huguenots seem to have been the only constant and true men, holding to a
great idea, for which they were willing to die, for they were always ready for
martyrdom by the rack, the gibbet, or the galleys, rather than forsake the
worship of God according to their conscience.
In a former paper -lo' we picked out the history of Olaude Brousson, as
an illustration of the sorrows and sufferings endured by multitudes of'
Huguenots when persecution raged against them; nor is the story of
Antlline Oount less worthy of being specially chronicled and set forth as
an example of heroic courage, patient faith, and laborious industry in the
cause of God and truth. During th" Oamisard war, carried on chiefly in
the country of the Oevennes, Southern France, the religious meetings
.' .. A Book for the Times," May No., 1874.
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for worship and preaching had declined. Oraft and cruelty of every
description had so far taken effect that the people were at last afraid to
meet, and the pastors had been put to the sword or sent to the galleys.
Antoine Oount at this juncture was raised up of God with an ardent
desire to reorganize the Ohurch in [the desert, localized formerly in
the province of Languedoc. He drew together gracious young men,
filled with zeal, and truth, and love for souls, and they went forth, with
their faith in their heart and their life in their hands, to preach
thA unsearchable riches of Ohrist. Oount served the Huguenot
Churches without pay, for the very best reason, they were too poor to
give. A collection being made among three gatherings for the poor
pastors amounted ~o one halfpenny and six half-farthings! A school for
students could not be maintained in France, neither would their e!19mies
have tolerated such a scheme; but Oount, eventually, was able to f II'm a
school at Lausanne. From there issued a band of faithful men who,
fitted by the Spirit for the work of the ministry, went forth as sheep
appointed for the slaughter. They were disguised as peasants, workmen,
shepherds, and on one occasion Antoine and his co-partner, Duplar{, were
disguised as officers. The police heard this, and ordered their arres~, but
the pl'eachers escaped and assumed a new dress. Antoine. one day, was
seated under a tree, composing a sermon, when a party of soldiers, hearing
he was in the neighbourhood, di'ew near. Oount climbed up into the
tree, where he remained till his pursuers went past.
The interesting details of the times .that calleel forth this man's
devoted life we give in the words of Mr. Smiles:
Each village had its chief spy, the priest, and under him a number of
other spies. Was an assembly of Huguenots about to be held P A spy would
make it known. The priest's order was sufficient for the captain of tue
nearest troup of soldiers to proceed to disperse it. They marched and surrounde.d the assembly. The soldiers shot, hanged, or made prisoners of the
unlawful worshippers. Pllllishments were sudden, inquiry was never made
into them, however brutal. There was the fire ready for Bibles, Testaments.
and psalm-books, galleys for men, prisons and convents for women, and
gibbets for preachers. This state of things the ministry of Autoine Count
began. He was born in Vivarais, in the year 1696. Religious persecution was
then at its height. All pastors taken prisoners were hanged. Count was only
four years old when his father died, ana his mother resolved, if the boy lived,
to consecrate him to the Lord's service. He was very young while the
Oamisal'd war was in progreils, but, like many Protestant children, he was
compelled to attend a Jesuit school in his neighbourhood. Though but a
boy, he abhorred the mass. With Protestants, the mass was the symbol of '
persecution. It was identified with the cruelties of Catholicism, the revocation of the Edict of Nantes, the galleys, the prisons, the l'aek, the wheel,
nunneries, monkeries, and the Jesuits. The mass;; was a matter of fear, of
terror, of hereditary hatred. At school the other boys wer\l most bitter
against Count, because he was the son of a Huguenot. Every sort of mischief
was practised upon him, for little boys are often the greatest of persecntors.
Count was stoned, worried, railed at, laughed at, spit at, and, when leaving
school, the boys would exclaim, "He! he! the eldest son of Calvin !" They sometimes pursued him, with clamour and volleys of stones, to the door of his house.
'" A consecrated wafer is always set aside by the officiating priest, and put into a pix or
small cabinet on the altar, richly adorned with gems of value. Every time the mass is
said, this, which is called the host, is elevated for tbe people to worship; and thus the
mass, which is the doctrine of transubstantiation exposed to view, becomes a propitiatory
sacrifice offered to God, whereby- the ~ins of the living ane' dead are atoned f"r.
Q Q
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Collecting other Catholic boys of the place, sometimes they forced him into
church whilst the mass was being celebrated. All these persecutions, together
with reading some of the books that came under his notice at home, contirmed
his aversion to the .Jesuitical school to which he had been sent. At the same
time he became anxious to attend the secret assemblies, which he knew were
held in the neighbourhood. One day when his mother set out to attend one
4.>£ them, the boy set out to follow her. She asked whither he was going-. He
l'Iaid, "I follow you, and I wish you to permit me to go where you go. I know
you go to pray to God, and will you refuse me the favour of going to do so with
you? " At the age of seventeen, Count began to read the Bible in the
assemblies. One day, in a moment of sudden exci:ement, he addressed the
assembly; what he said wall approved of, and he was erlcouraged to go on
preaching.
.
These were times to test a man's sincerity. "Starving their gains, llnd
martyrdom their price," were the emoluments of the pastor in those days.
Therefore men who went forth as ministers of the Gospel had a little
taste of primitive persecutions, and the need to study the Word that forewarned the apostles of the testing trials that awaited them. Men
divinely ordained, and thrust forth by the power of the Spirit, could
decidedly declare they were moved by the Holy Ghost to take upon them
the office of teacher, that comprehended all that was revolting to human
nltture-degradation, cruelty, and death. We should like to know how
many of those who now rush into the ministry would be willing to do it
on the terms that unfailingly awaited the Huguenot pastors?
Count, because of his youth and energy, seems to have been the most
active of the preachers. He convoked an assembly on a mountain side. The
priests of tile parish gave information to the authorities, and the governor of
Aais offered a reward of fifty pistoles to anyone who would apprehend the
young preacher. Troops were sent into the district, but Count descended the
mountain side and escaped to Nismes. Again Count determined to revisit
the little Churches that he had reassembled along the banks of the Gardon.
Attacked by an intermittent fever, he started on his journey before he was
sufficientl.y recovered. Having no horse, he Wfilked on foot, mostly by night,
stopping here and there OIl his way. At length, he became so enfeebled as to
be unable to walk. He then induced two men to carry him. This they did
by crossing their hands, and so carried him along. Connt found a temporary
lodging with a friend, but no sooner had he lain down to sleep than alarm was
spread that he must fly. In great pain and weariness he had to dress and
start afresh. The night was dark and wet, and he had 1,'0 wander for hours
through the country to find a shelter. Such were the common experiences of
these devoted, persecuted, and heroic ministers of the Gospel.
In .June, 1730, the head official of Languedoc visited Nismes, escorted by
four battalions of troops. At night, while the inhabitants slept, the troops
turned out, and the commissaries pointed out the Huguenot houses to be
searched; the inmates were knocked up, the houses were rummaged, and all
the books taken to the town hall. A few days after, a great bonfire took
place; .the entire population turned out to see the sight. Soldiers, priests,
and people alike Interested in the scene of destruction, and, in their presence,
all the Huguenot books were destroyed. They were thrown into a pile by the
h!lJlgman, and Bibles, psalm.books, catechisms, and sermons were set fire to
and destroyed.
But, if the p:i'iests hated the printed Word, still more did they hate the
preached Word. They did not like the Bible, but they hated the preacher.
•, Nothing," said St. Florentin," can produce more impression than hanging it
preacher." But, though this was constantly done, the priests were dissatisfied,
£01' the Hugllenots still lived and increased. They complained," The hangings
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of pastors are too few," and the priests thus addressed the in\endants, or
mayors: "You do not perform your dllty ; you are neither active enough nor
pitiless enough." ,
In 1742, while France was at war, the Huguenots enjoyed more liberty,
but no sooner did it terminate than the campaign of persecution began; sus,pected persons wel'e seized, imprisoned, and put to death. In 1752,
emigration again was resorted to, and many settlers escaped to Holland,
to England, and to Dublin; but soon the seaports and roads were carefully watched; the fugitives were caught, robhed, imprisoned, enslaved
in the galleys, and treated with the most malignant cruelty. In vain the
pastors appealed for protection to the king, Louis XV. A price was set
upon the heads of the pastors, meetings for worship were surrounded,
and' summary vengeance followed the peoplo. Still, the more they were
afflicted, the mOl'e they multiplied :omd grew. Pastors were supplied to
fill the places of the departed, and in 1756, when persecution raged in
all its ferocity, there were forty.eight pastors at work, with twenty-two
gracious young students under them, and seven years later they increased
to sixty-two pastors and fifty itinerant preachers. The human instrument used by God for this organization was Antoine Oount. But all this
was effected in the midst of the most virulent persecution. An assembly
held in Lower Languedoc, in 1756, for the purpose of ordainiug three
gracious young men for the work of the ministry, drew together a large
congregation, both of pastors and people. They were soon surrounded
by a detachment of soldiers.. who fired upon the people with destructive aim; every shot told, and the spot was soaked with the blood
of the killed and wounded. Thus it was day after day, as Mr. Smiles
records : Assemblies were surrounded; people shot; preachers seized and hanged;
men sent to the galleys, women imprisoned; children sent to convents. Such
was the borrible state of things in Fmnce. When Antoine Count heard of
the reinflictions of some old forms of torture, "Alas!" said be, "there is
nothing new under the sun, but in all times the storm of persecution has
cleansed the threshing.floor of the Lord."

If such times were repeated, we wonder how many candidates for the
ministry would claim admission into the Ohurches, and how many followers would risk their lives to attend their ministry.
But, some may say, all this is past and gone. ,Vhat advantage can it
possibly be to reproduce in the pages of the GOSPEL MAGAZrNE events that
are not likely to occur ? We reply, the history of the past is a voice or
warning to successive ages, and carries with it instruction, ,if blessed by
the Lord. * Though Mr. Smiles deals only with facts, not with doctrines,
he makes a noteworthy remark that is well to repeat, "It was the Oalvinistic element in the belief of the Huguenots that made them do and
suffer as they did." This Oalvinistic element is God's eternal truth,
revealed in the Word, and made known to the heart by the power of
the Spirit; and it was this element which gave endurance for more than
half a century to the God.fearing Huguenots, 100,000 of their number
be.ing put to death for adhering to the "faith once delivered to the
samts."
• We refer our readers to the 80lemn and imtructive sermon, by the Rev. F. Bnldey.
that appedred in the August number of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, upon the anniversary of
the Queen' B accession.
.
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'Of late the enemy has made an onslaught upon the truth under a religious guise, and free-will agancy in every form is the leading dogma of
the day. This doctrine is the foundation of Popery; the practices are
the superstructure and decoration of the building. The mass gives
sacredness and power to the priest, who, by virtue of his office, can produce God and give pardon. Two points are the stronghold of Popery,
the source of her power and her wealth-transubstantiation and auricular
confession. The subtle and enslaving way in which these two dogmas
have crept into the Established Ohurch is alarming, for, as Popery lays
claim to civil and ecclesiastical supremacy, in proportion to its increase, so
is endangered the liberties of all sects, that only claim free toleration for
the exercise of their religion. But this is not enough for Rome.
Mr. Philpot, in his instructive little book, "The Advance of Popery,"
says:The whole of this system is sacramental and priestly, and thus makes
salvation depend, not on the gra-::e of God" and the faith of the believer,
accElrding- to the Word of Goel, "By grace are ye saved through faith,"
but on the right administration of the sacraments. These, therefore, being
the only means of grace and the sole channels of pardon, need we wonder
at the place which the priest occnpies in the Romish system?
A large number of the clergy in the Ohureh of England are working
themselves into this place of power, while they ar,e blinding the eyes of
their flock with an amusing style of worship. It is plain enough to all
thinking minds that choral services are a trick to disguise truth, and an
approach to the unknown tongue used in Roman Oatholic worship. It
may have the aspect of attraction only, but it is far beyond that in
design; the real object is to conceal the truths which at the Reformation
were laid bare before an English-speaking people, and thus affording to
all classes in the land the benefits of understanding the word and truth
of God. Ohoral services are as an unknown tongue to the majority in
every congregation, and the words of the Apostle are as applicable now
as in his day, when he said, "I would rather speak five words with my
understanding, that I might teach others also, than ten thousand words
in an unknown tongue."
The refuge of the advocates for choral service is the Jewish temple
mode of worship. But this argument ignores the fact that the
Jewish dispensation was but "a figure for the time then present," "a
shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things."
" But Ohrist being come an High Priest of good things to come, by a
greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say,
not of this building,
entered in once into the holy place, having
obtained eternal redemption" (Heb. ix.). Hence there is no more need for
types and shadows, that only represented the Gospel of grace and salvation.
The figures now give place to the facts, and the utterances of the Apostle
to the Hebrews declare that the Jewish ceremonials were ended, and the
character of Gospel worship, without being strictly defined, bore this
essential outline, "I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the
understanding also; I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the
understanding also." In what degree the modern mode of worship in
some Protestant churches is similar to this description of true worship, we
commit to the judgment of an enlightened reader.
I
To spiritually-minded worshippers choral service must needs be. ob-
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noxious, because of the vital principle within that gives the knowledge
of communion with God spiritually, whether through felt sin or the
,enjoyment of salvation. The culprit in the dock, condemned to die,
would not, if he could, sue for mercy in pathetic music, nor would the
wounded on the battle-field cry out for quarter, or entreat assistance, in
solemn cadences or jaunty airs. The traveller in danger, or the shipwrecked mariner, forgets to put into musical measure his horrors or his
hopes; and yet sinners, who proclaim themselves" miserable," dare to
sue for mercy, and cry out, "Good Lord, deliver us," in the tutored
monotone, or varied notes, that conceal the words, while they amuse the
ear. Oan such service, led by giggling lads, be dignified with the sacred
term of worship? The broad fact lies before honest minds that choral
services are veiled Popery, and, by attracting the unthinking, prepare the
way for all the evils that are connected with that "mother of abominations."
_\-:.:=;;
But there is a sifting time awaiting the Ohurch of God, and the instructions left upon record are on this wise: "Watch ye therefore, for ye
know not when the Master of the house cometh (at even, or at midnight,
()r morning), lest coming suddenly, He find you sleeping. And what I
say unto you, I say unto all, WATCJa."

GOD'S TIMES AND JUDGMENTS UPON THE NATIONS.
OOMP.Ui'ION in tribulation, fellow-soldiel', fellow-sinner, and fellow-sufferer under a daily cross, may every new covenant blessing rest on thee,
'and on all the household of faith! Oontemplating the dealings of God
from my watch-tower (on which I have been daily led to stand), and
observing His work, I was led, on Sunday last, to speak from the 26th
chapter of Isaiah, 8th and 9th verses. After endeavouring to illustrate the
variety of meanings attached to the terms judgment and judgments in
the Scriptures, and showing that all who were taught of God were
judged, chastened, and taught out of His law to see, feel, and know
their utter helplessness and ruin and guilt-which teaching is saving,
and ends in a clear revelation of mercy and pardon to all such in whose
hearts the fear of God is planted by His Spirit, and who, blessed
with the indwelling of that heavenly Oomforter, are prompted to depart
from and hate evil, and to walk in the statutes aud judgments of God
with delight, and who, blessed with this wisdom from above, are led to
regard the works of God in a threefold sense upon their own souls individually, upon the churches, and upon the nations of the earth, that
thus they may reap heavenly instruction from every day's providence,
regarding His works and the operation of His hands, which multitudes
cannot, and will not see-these considerations led me to speak of judgments as a part of God's chastening hand upon His own people, who,
sooner or later, with the Psalmist, acknowledge that" all His judgments
are right," every affliction is sent in love to them.
Also, I drew the attention of my hearers towards the judgment of
God on nations, as well as individuals, for their sins, and alluded to the
fearful visitations of God lately in this respect. The destruction of seven
"towns, by earthquake, in South America; the locusts and floods in North
America; the same in infidel France, Austria, and our Australian colonies.
So fearful (it is said) was the height to which the waters arose that
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after subsiding, in the tops of the trEes were found hanging dead cattle•.
horses, vehicles, &c., &c.! And, to come nearer home, look at the'
floods here, in our own long highly-favoured land, the destruction of
life and property! See, too, the children of the whore of Babylon
killing each other in Spain. God is there fulfilling His threatening
of giving them blood to chink who have so long shed the blood of His
saints! The voice of God in all these His judgments speaks to the sons
of men; and who among them regard it? Look at His hand upon us,
the most favomed people on the earth. Were the various plagues on the
land sent for no purpose? Look at the potato disease, the rinderpest, the
lung, foot and mouth disease among (;attle and sheep; the dry summers
of late; the dissensions between workmen and masters, and many other
perplexities. Are they all nothing? If we had a Christian Government,
should we not have a day of humiliation set apart to propitiate Heaven,
and a(;knowledge our numerous sins? But where are we to look for any
such. national humiliation to come from? Not froIIlr ou~ present sceptical
Premier, who could ventme a sneer at the prayers of t±lat truly sound
Protestant, Mr. Newdegate, whose laudable efforts to open for inspection
those utterly illegal dens and prisons in which numbers of hapless, silly
girls are irretrievably lost! Ob, that God would pour afresh of His Spirit
abundantly upon the living members of His Chmch, and move them to
unite and cry mightily to Him, that He may be pleased to open the
blind eyes of our infatuated ruler~, and grant us a national repentance;
if not, far worse will most assmedly overtake us. It is worthy of notice
that among the late severe visitations none have fallen upon Germany t
As the Lord lives, His word will never fail. They that honour Him He
will honour, while they that despise Him shall b@ lightly esteemed!
What a lesson has J ehovah left on record for all governors and all
future ages in the book of Judges ! As sure as Israel of old swervedfi:om
the pure worship of God, and joined affinity with the idols of the surrounding nations, so sure did evil come upon them; and when, steeped
in trouble on account of their sine, they cried to God, He invariably
raised them up a deliverer. It is utterly useless for God's people to look
to, or trust in, either princes, rulers, or our parliamentary members.
The throne of grace is still accessible, and that is our only hope.
What a miserable misnomer is the term, as understood now, called
" Liberalism! " A liberalism which allows. Jesuits to erect their prisons
upon British soil, upon which they are unlawful intruders, without in
anywise endeavouring to wipe such a stain from our national honour!
Prince Bismarck has set them a noble example. Had they but one tithe
of tbe wisdom God has given to him, they would copy his example. The·
L, rd b]ells you and yours.-I remain, thine truly in Jesus,
l..ez·cester.
THORPE SMITH.
THE CHRISTIAN'S SECURITY.-The eternal safety of the child of God!.
depends not on a beautiful ritual, gorgeous ceremony, outward ordinances, creature goodness, human power, religious profession, or thesand-rope of free-will rupbish, but in the strength of a threefold cord
that all the devils of hell and powers on earth united can never break.
The first cord is the Father's eternal election; the second, the Son's eternal'
redemption; and the third is the Spirit's eternal sanctification. With thes&
he is firmly bound by the everlasting arms of Omnipotence, which can
never, no, never, let him go.-J. Miley.
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A FRAGMENT.
(JOHN vi. 12.)

" The name of the Lord is a strong tower: the righteo~ls runneth into it, and is
safe."-P~ov. xviii. 10.
How very differently the portions of the s3-cred Word affect and influence
the mind at different times and under different circumstances! How
precious has the above passage sometimes been to the believer, when, for
instance, he has been tossed upon the sea of sorrow, or buffeted by the
Evil One with sceptical thoughts and misgivings!
If by the" name" of the Lord we understand His attributes, what a
" strong tower" is the unchangeable and everlasting LOVE of J ehovah,
when the poor chased one is enabled to take refuge there from the" fiery
darts" of the arch foe, who is ever on the alert to hurl the barbed
arrows of unbelief and doubt.
How" strong a tower," too, has divine compassion ever been in the bitter
season of bereavement, when the sore, lone heart has seemed to be riven
almost beyond cure. How timely and effectual, thm, has that balm of
healing been!
More than all, perhaps, when the spirit has been crushed under a sense
of guilt, and has seen no way of escape from dark, deep despair, how unspeakably precions has been only just the faint glimmering star of mercy,
heralding, as it most assuredly has done, though not realized at the time,
the full shining of the Sun of Righteousness! Ah) dear reader, the writer
can fully sympathize with anyone who may have had to conflict with such
" felt darkness" as that just reverted to; and surely loving gratitude
only should induce her to testify of the faithfulness and tender pity of
the unchangeable Friend and Father (who did not, and never will, break
the" bruised reed, nor quench the smoking flax ") ; otherwise, well might
the" stones cry out."
We think that every attribute of the Lord J ehovah, whether considered
separately or conjointly, may be expressed in the above glorious text.
And oh! harassed, tempest-tossed, seemingly deserted believer, how
"SAFE," notwithstanding all, is the timid, trembling dove (in the secret
of the stairs! *). Not even Noah, whom the Lord" Shltt in" the ark, was
more safe than those who "run into" this" tower; " for the same hand
of love that secured him draws and secures those who seek shelter in this
"tower." And sure we are that not one of all those" runners" will,
either by design, or mistake, be ever left upon its threshold; for the inscription upon its door is, "Having loved His own which were in the
world, He loved them unto the end," and" The Lord knoweth them that
are His."
J. P. C.

SPECIAL GIFTS.
" He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye bJlieved? Ana
they said unto him, lVe have not so much as heard whether thtre be any Holy
Ghost."-AcTs xix. 2.
AT first sight this question and answer would. almost appear like a
contradiction, because no one can believe but by the Holy Ghost, faith
being His especial gift. ' , No man can call Jesus Lord but by the Holy
Ghost." But St. Paul was here alluding to that special outpouring of the
..
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Holy Spirit which was conferred on all the early disciples, which resulted
in special gifts, such as working of miracles, speaking with tongues,
prophesying, or teaching-. Not that every individual believer had all
these gifts; but some had one, and some another, to the edification of the
whole Ohurch. This must have been the Apostle's meaning from the 6th
verse: "And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost,
o<Jame on them, and they spa1ce with tongues, ana prophesiea." They had been
baptized" unto John's baptism," which was a belief in a coming Saviour.
John's mission was truly to preach a Gospel of repentance, and to warn
sinners of their danger, which waR just what was needed previously to
our Lord's first coming, the world having become so sunk in wickedness
that some startling announcement appeared absolutely necessary to arouse
their sleeping faculties; and it strikes one very forcibly that some such
means are required now, prior to the second coming of Ohrist, when, more
than ever, the world is plunged in vice and rebellion against God, in
spite of all its progress in knowledge and science. It is twe, now as
always, "The world by wisdom knows not God "-" There is no fear of
God before their eyes." It seems as if WGl wanted a voice of thunder
.to sound out, "Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."
The trumpet of alarm must be sounded; and what an amount of
responsibility rests upon us, as individual Ohristians, to be up and
doing. Have we not each of us, so to speak, some soul committed to
-our care? And what account can we render of the trust we have received?
Do not the words, "Freely ye have received, freely give," apply to
spiritual, as well as temporal things? It is true we cannot give grace, since
that is a divine prerogative, and is sovereignly bestowed; but we can give
our time and talents to the service of Him who has done so much for us.
Even the one talent was to be accounted for; "and to whomsoever much
is given, of him shall much be required." How little can we a-ppropriate
the commendation of our Lord respecting Mary: "She loved much, for she
had much forgiven." What reason, then, is there for us all to be on our
watcb,.-tower not only patiently waiting, but actively working, praying
always, with all prayer and supplication, that the Lord would show us
what to do, and how best to advance His kingdom and glory, ever
remembering that it is "not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit.
,saith the Lord of Hosts." Again, does not the question still apply to us
who ar8 disciples, "Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed" ?
For it is His daily teachings we stand in need of, and a daily application
of the blood of sprinkling, which He alone can communicate. Without
His gracious assistance gifts are as nothing, and we must never forget
,that there may be gifts without grace; yea, even splendid talents, which
by themselves are nothing but "sounding brass and tinkling cymbals."
May our eyes be directed to the Lord, "who giveth grace unt::> the lowly,"
for" with the lowly is wisdom."
" All needful g-race will God bestow,
And crown that grace with glory too;
He gives us all things, and withholds
No real good from upright souls."

..Manchester.

A LITTLE

ONE.

ELECTION.-Election is no discouragement to truly seeking souls, for
the soul that truly seeks is truly elect, and shall truly find.-J. jl£iley.
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"SUFFERING WITH LONG PATIENOE."
( Contimted from page 434.)
Jan. lst.-Lord, bless me this new year. Oh, ble~sme with a knowledge
()f Thee, "the only true God, and Jesus Ohrist, whom Thounast sent ;"
that is life eternal to know. Thou knowest, Lord, my path gets more and
more difficult as years increase, and I seem in the greatest danger of
being swallowed up in the vortex of worldliness. 0 Lord, I want Thy
guidance, Thy restraining grace. I am in very weak health, and may
not live to see another year. That is as the Lord sees fit. Oh, prepare me
for death; to depart is far better-to be with Ohrist.
Jan. 6th.-Still ill in bed. The event of this weakness I feel able to
leave in the Lord's hands. Oh, I do not wish to live without Thy presence. Lord, grant me Thy manifested presence, and lift up the light of
Thy countenance upon me.
Jan. 16tk-I not only want to be safe in Ohrist for eternity; I want
to enjoy His presence here, to live to Him. But I do not; every trifle
diverts my mind from Him; and, though I do feel that time things are not
worth a moment's anxiety, yet they are almost the only things I think
about. Oh, to be more weaned from the world, and for less desire after
earthly happiness, and to feel, as well as acknowledge, that all things are
working for my good! Unbelief is a great sin; it doubts God's infinite
love, and puts God's mercy by. 0 Lord, take away this unbelief. My
help must come from Thee.
Jan. 28th.-Very low last night; but I think the Lord gave me a little
of His own peace, arising from the thoug'ht that I had an intere~t in a
Saviour's work and righteonsness) and that it would be well with me
when I came to die, though a fear of the suffering of death came upon
me too. I am better to-day, but snffer much from faintness and inactivity of mind and body. I often sit all the morning doing nothing, and
read much less than I did in health; but I want to see the Lord's
hand in appointing at this time this state of health for me, and I pray
that all affliction may have the effect of showing me that my portion in
myselfis sin, suffering, and death; in Ohrist holiness, happiness, and life.
Feb. 5t',.-What a terrible thing sin is in its nature! We read all
through the Word that God will surely punish sin. Oh, may I see, through
the power of the Holy Ghost, that my sins were punished in my Surety.
o precious Saviour, let me not hear of Thy sufferings unmoved! Grant
me fellowship with Thee in them!
J1£arc1, 13th.-Mamma and I read together morning and evening. We
have had two very kind letters from Dr. Doudney, in answer to mamma's.
" Kindred hearts are severed far and wide here;" but we shall meet
above in that happy land. There we shall all be united in praising Him,
whose work alone brought us to that blissful place. 0 Lord Jesus,
.separate me more and more from all earthly thing-s that would oppose my
knowledge of Thee.
March 18th.-Weak and faint this morning. I do not want, though, to
be taken up with my own little sufferings. I want to sympathize with a
precious suffering Saviour. Ah, how much I think of my own!
" How light are all my griefs,
If once compared with Thine! "

540

The Gospel Magazi/te.

Lord, in seeing Thee, we forget our own trials. Oh, take all my thoughts
away from self and fix them on Thee, and, Lord, be with me. I need Thee
very much.
J:[CVlj 20th.-My strength and spirits have been much restored since the
fine weather has set in. I have been less irritable too; consequently
temper has not so frequently been brought out. Now, Lord, keep me
from sensuality and worldliness. ';rhy works of creation are beautiful,
and show Thy wondrous power; but let me know more of Thy salvation.
June 12th.-I am still experiencing Hart's words, "'1:'h6 world opposeth
from without." Oh, how ensnaring sometimes that world appears! I am
much taken up with its vanities. I often linger in scenes that I am convinced are wrong; to my shame I write it. I have nO firmness. I feel
even in little things very great proneness to be swayed as I am led. Oh,
there is a secret cleaving to the" first Adam family," a hankering after
" sinful sweets," though often found bitter in tasting. Lord, keep me from
settling on my lees, use the rod of correction, if needful, and spare not for.
my crying; and may I feel it most blessed to forsake all for Christ. It is
when He is absent from my thoughts I get so worldly, instead of waiting
till He does again reveal Himself by His Spirit.
Sept. 6th.- Mamma and I started for Folkestone this morning; weather
very wet. vVe had a comfortable journey. H-- came yesterday and
took this house for us. I feel, I think, better than I did last year; so may,
perhaps, derive benofit from my stay here. How unthankful my heart is
for all 1he mercies I enjoy, and my poor foolish heart wanders more than
ever from my God.
Sept. 8th.--:-I know not whether I shall sleep this night, or lie wakefu1
and miserable, a prey to evil thoughts, but I do desire to fall into the
hands of my gracious God. How changeable I [LID to-night, feeling the
vanity of all things here below; to-morrow, doubLless, if in the enjoyment
of moderate health and spirits, eag'er to participate in the amusements
of those around me, longing for the things the world longs after, though
I am repeatedly taught there is no happiness for a creature but in the
Creator, not in His gifts. I fear I am one of those who know their Lord's
will, and do it not. Lord, again I turn to Thee. Oh, show me where I
am, what I am, and Ip-ave me not to perish with an ungodly world.
Sept. 17tl~.-This morning I went to a little Baptist chapel. The congregation were very few in number, but I liked the minister very much.
The service was over early, so we went into the parish church close by,
and heard a sermon preached by 11 well-known Ritualist. He preached
from John vi. 51, and advocated (though in a guarded way) transubstantiation, or the real presence. His manner is very ensnaring to the
flesh. Lord, keep me from a flesh-pleasing religion.
Oct. 30th.-Since I arrived home, I bave been laid up for some days. I
seem in much the same health that I was in last winter; but I trust the
Lord is now resigning my will io His, and bringing me to see that He
sends all in love.
Nov. 9th.-Mr. Cowell (the" Wayside Note" writer) has just come to
reside near here. I should much like to know him. I have often prayed
that I might know some of the Lord's people. At present there does
not seem much probability of my wishes being realized. Mamma is backward; she has met many mortifications in seeking sympathy from man;
so I must leave it. If it be the Lord's will, I should have some communion with His saints, He will make a way. It is so encouraging to meet
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with fellow-pilgrims, to whom your joys, and hopeg, and fearg are not
unknown. "The world knoweth us not, becauge it knew Him not."
Dec. 25th.-Did not go out; weather very cold, and suffering much
from tooth and face ache. I fear I am sailing with the worldly stream.
I am truly walking in sin and darkness. Oh, help, Lord! Save me from
myself !
" And all is right that seems most wrong,
If it be His sweet will."

Feb. 5th.-l ha-ife beeil vei'y ill, and have not recovered so sOon as 1
'Ui'lually do from the attack; but I am now better, though going through
much weakness and weariness, and long to leave the world. Lord, con>~orm my will to Thine! Grant me Thy cunsulations in all my affiilJtions;
"keep me from being fretful and repining, and give me patience. "I am
not always unhappy; able sometimes to feel my security in Ohrist Jesus.
'Oh, could I love Him more, follow Him closer! I have had many attacks
from Satan, who fills my mind with vain and evil thoughts. Lord, deliver
lIDe from his power.
Feo. 17th.-I have had comparatively little suffering the past few
Id.ays; but, instead of my heart being full of thankfulness to God, I have
been much taken up with earthly things-needlework, &c. Also the end
has seemed farther off, since a great measure of strength has returned.
It seemed dasolate to come back to the same cares, temptations, and trials.
Some we do not feel when ill, and yet what a relief to be free from pain!
This week various people have called. They'agitate and disturb my lllind
by their talk, proposing various means for restoring my health-many
impracticable. I wish to leave it all in the Lord's hands. He will
,restore me if He pleases.
MMch 31st.-Have been very ill, but now seem better again. Oh, I
-do desire to be thankful for all the Lord's mel'cies. How much He has
given me, in a providential way, to soothe and mitigate the weariness of
ill health. And for this, my affiiction, I would be thankful, and remember that God " chastens either for sin, or to keep from sin." And I pray,
Lord, that I may wait patiently till Thou seest fit to restore me; not to be
wishing too much to die, and so escape further suffering, but seeking only
io live to Thy glory. 0 Lord, I do feel myself to be a miserable sinner
-only right as Thou dost lead me.
,
.A.pril17th.-Had a badnight--painin my back and weakness. Bome
texts came across my mind, "Jesus wearied with His journey," and
"Wearisome nights are appointed unto me."
April 21st.-Felt unusually ill all day. Yesterday my mind was kept in
peace-I trust stayed on Him, who is our Peace. Ris mercy is so infinite,
I could praise Him with joyful lips. I thought another attack of illnes!;
was coming on, and it might, perhaps, be the last. This morning I am.
less ill. It will be well, even if I have to stay here my threescore yearB
and ten; only, Jesus, keep me near Thy side, else my foolish, treacherous
heart will wander" from Thy presence far away."
April 23rd.- Have had a good night, for which I do desire to be thankful.
My friends appear anxious about my state of health, and at times I think
I cannot be here long, I feel such excessive weakness; but then I rally
.so, and have at present no sure sign of my disease that muat end in death.
o Lord, do not let my mind be disturbed by taking llluch notice of crea"ztures. They cannot help us in our hours of greatest pain; they can only
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look on and sympathize, but Thou canst make us happy under any circumstances. Oh, let my mind be taken from every earthly thing, and nxed
on my precious Saviour, and make me forget myself more. I am toomuch taken up with myself and my little sufferings.
May 13th.-Since I last wrote here, I have gone through much suffering and joy. Monday, April 24th, I was taken ill in the night, with a
sort of delirium, though I knew all I was saying. \Vednesday night, I
was in great suffering of body; towards morning I had a season of great
joy, and sang the beautiful hymns I knew with the most intense feeling,
fully believing I was soon to enter into that blissfullan·d where there is no
more sin or pain.
" Heaven is that holy, happy place
Where Jesus shows His lovely face,
Where sin no more defiles;
And looks, and loves, and smiles."
Thursday I had three paroxysms; the last was agonizing, a convulsion
of the whole frame, but quite conscious. Through all I was able to call
upon God to help me, and, blessed be His name, He brought me through.
and I would not now have been ,,·ithout it. I saw something of the suffering of my glorious Saviour, and was lost in admiration of His wondrous
love, in coming to suffer for such a worm of the earth as myself.
"With all His sufferings full in view,
And woes to us unknown,

I

Forth to His task His spirit flew;
'Twas love that urged Him on."

These lines were also much en my mind:
"From the highest throne in glory,
All to ransom guilty sinners,
To the cross of deepest woe,
Flow, my praise, for ever flow."
Sunday l! had another paroxysm, but not so severe. A composing draught
was given me, and I slept for a few hours, and on waking felt such weak-·
ness that I thought myself in the article of death; but, as I sung, seemed
to get stronger. Oh, what could I not say, had I the strength to write?
But my poor head is so bad again. I can testify, indeed, the Lord can
sustain under all suffering, and has sustained me, and has made me joyful
in all my tribulations. As I have been kept here so long, I know not
what may be the Lord's purpose concerning me; but, if spared, may I
live more to Him! If my 8aviour's will is to take me, oh, may He
remove all fear of suffering and death, and grant me a speedy dismissal;
but" Thy will be done."
May 14th.--In the paroxysm of agony that I endured April 27t.h, I
thought of Jesus' agony Qn the cross. Since, I have felt what a suffering life my Saviour's must have been, suffering as I do from excessive
sensibility. I suffer this morning; but my Saviour never promised me
immunity from suffering: all that He promised I have experiencedsupport, sympathy, and divine consolation. My precious, faithful
God! Heaven is the land of love, the land of praise, of joy, of rest,
of peace. Sent back into the wilderness to learn patience" Be patient, Ohristian, while thy sufferings last;
Endure a little while the pain and smart,
Wish not too eagerly that all were past."
Oh, to look up, instead of back! I would not try to fathom God's providential dealings with His children-" He giveth not account of His
matters." Oh, may it be my one thought and dcs're to fl'llow Christ, ond
leave all else.
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J£ay 18th.-Have had great suffering this day; a severe attack of pain
in the eyes; not able for some time to bear a ray of lizht. My affiictions
of to-day seem extraordinary, but all appointed by Him who measure1>
out our sorrows; and I can still rfljoice in the fact that
" A Father's hand will never cause
His child a needleEs pain."
Lord, cheer me still by Thy sustaining presence.
May 19th.-Had a season of deep depression last night, occasioned by
continued pain. I could not restrain my tears.

o

"These mournful groans and flowing tears
Give my poor spirit ease."
Very sorrowful my hymn for this morning.
" It is Thy hand, my God;

My sorrow comes from Thee."
J£ay 20t1!.-A day of great suffering; a paroxysm lasting on and off
for hours, and not the sensible presence of my Beloved. 0 Lord, let not
my cruel foe torment me in my last hours; let me die triumphing in
Thee. The thought has just struck me that I have realized suffering
without sensible presence, though enabled still to rest upon His Word.
Mall 26th. -A happy day; much easier, and not such violent excitement; also kept in a resigned frame of mind respecting my departure.
Lord, I thank Thee for this quiet day-a relief for those around as well
as for myself. Had a beautiful letter from dear Mr. Co well-so applicable
to my case, so comforting. I cannot write much. Let Jesus wear the
crown. Dear Lord, if further sufftJring be before me, still be with me
when I pass through Jordan's stream.
JJfay 27th.-Not so happy a day again; troubled about my complaint.
It is sad, after so often leaving it in the hands of Jesus, I should again
take it in my own; but I am still in a frail, sinful body, and unbelief at
times prevails, though (to my Lord's praise I write it) I have hitherto
been kept in a resignecl frame of mind. Lord, Thy promise is still, "I
will be with thee."
May 28th.-I have passed a moderately easy day, though excitement
of the brain still continues. I have felt very weary to-day, and do indeed long to leave this wicked world, and to be with Jesus; but I would
remember it must be in His own time, not before, though I would pray
for patience to wait, for that time.
June 3rd.-Not able to write much this morning, as mind and body are
both weak. I am much better than I have been. I beg of Thee, dear
Lord, to keep me from repining at being kept longer in this dreary wil.
derness. Make me willing to wait Thy time, and make me willing to
suffer in any way Thou seest fit. Lord, I commit myself entirely into
Thy hanqs, and for all Thy mercies I thank Thee. Thou art good, and
doest good; Thou art God alone.
June 5t1t.-Have gone through much sufferi.ng and conflict, my cruel
foe tormenting me much, saying, "Why this continuod suffering? where
is now your God?" Oh, it is agonizing! I cannot think so much now of
dying, though I go through all kinds of human woe, and all kinds of
bodily suffering. Lord, I cry unto Thee, "0 haste Thee to help me ! "
Oh, may it please Thee to shorten these sufferings. Still, Lord, "Thy will
be done." Nerve me for conflict and woe. Lord, h.elp me.
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June 7th.-Pain and weakness have prevented me writing for two days.
I spent the greater part of yesterday in Ciarkness, the nerves of the eyes
being in great pain. I could not bear the light. In the evening I got
How indeed, and suffered from deep, deep depression. My enemy took
;advantage of it, saying, "There, there; so would I have it." Lord, keep
me; oh, undertake for me. Jj}vening.-A song of praise to my dear Lord
101' all the mercies of the day-

" Streams of mercy, never-ending,
Call for loudest songs of praise."

r have had much delight in reading Ruth Bryan's diary; her language
is mine now. Never did I dream of being so highly favoured. "Praise
the Lord, 0 my soul;" and when, Lord, Thou uost withdraw Thyself for
ill. season, give me grace to wait for Thy return.
June 9tlb.-Calmer this evening. 0 Lord, I beseech Thee, make me
llatient in this severe affiiction. It must be trying to my dear relatives
to see me thus. Oh, enable me to spare them as much as possible. Thou
knowest I have lost control, and must utter all my thoughts aloud.
"Thou hast known my soul in adversities. 0 consider my trouble,
and bring me out of my distresses." I particularly wish to note down
the Lord has wonderfully answei'ed prayer in this illness, especially
though often have I felt I knew not what I asked for. In illness one
must suffer.
June llth.-Sztnilay 1norning.~Passedthrough two hours of great distress this morning; pain in every nerve of the body. Am I too anxious
to die? Who could wish to live in this dreadful state? Though Thou
hast favoured me with great joy, yet I feel that too much for this sinful,
dying body. Lord, help me. I have some consolation from having read
similar cases among God's people, and the inspired writers must have
been in the depths of SOrrow to have spoken as they did, though under
the influence of the Spirit of God. I could not help saying with Job,
this morning, "Wherefore is light given to him that is in misery,
and life unto the bitter of soul, which long for. death and it cometh
not? " I write now what I am brought intensely to feel: sometimes
1OOfore I wrote what I thought it right to ask for, and ignorantly
~slq)posed, did I attain to full assmanM'; nothing could t1'ouble me. T,
·thTough the power of the Spirit, hal'o seen fully my eternal security
~in 'Christ. Still, I go through much oonflict, deep' waters, severe
)boai)y affiiction. My God quickly brings me emt of these depths, and
'again I am joyful in tribulation, and able t£1 say re All is well." This
morning, talking about my complaint, I got canft'ised and unbelieving.
'When I ~()ok at my affliction, I find it weakening directly. I would
pray to lOGk entirely to the Lord, who, as dear Ruth Bl'yan says, cau
:make us «joyful in the affiiction, and bring us with joy oMt of it."
June 12th.-A restless night. I suppose the medicine did not compose so well. Am expecting still my Lord's summons. My friends
think more hopefully of my case, as I have got stouter and stronger;
but the brain is £0 weak and unnatural, every sound has a stran~e effect
·on me, and new objects occasion a sensation of sickness. When the mind
-is not employed, I.am conscious of great pain and weakness. My head is
-often very light; [often wonder how long I shall know things; but I
throw myself into the arms of God. Oh, how He has favoured and
blesHed m.e .! Praise llill1, 0 my soul.
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June ~8tl!.-I have been unable to write for some time, having had a
Telapse, but a milder attack. At times I have lost consciousness, so
have not suffered so much, nor had such great joy have been given to see
the meaning of the words, "Tribulation worketh patience." I have had
an hour's sleep this afternoon, obtained through an opiate. I thank
Thee, Lord, for the ease I enjoy through the medicine, knowing it is
throug-h Thy blessing alone. 0 Lord, leave me not one moment to my'Self; let me realize Thy presence in suffering. Lord, bless all my dear
friends, particularly those who have tended me so kindly. May they
have the same kindness when going through their hour of trial, and
the same support, too.
Jitl.l/ lst.-I feel my head bad this morning, though free from that
dreadful confusion of thought I had so much the first eight weeks of
my illness. If it be Thy will, Lord, continue that to me. I have to record
again that my Lord has appeared for me, and disappointed the foe, who
-tried hard to make me fall, and to murmur against the Lord's dealings
with me. Mr. Cowell called this evening; he said, amongst many
things, that he found those most afflicted most favoured; and, in referring to my longing to depart, said there might, perhaps, be a little
seHishness in it. I thought so, too. But do pray, Lord, I may, if restored.
to health, "glorify Thee more by my life and conversation."
,
(To be continued.)

TO MY BEST FRIEND.
if numbers, even mine,
Might be traced in beams of light,
Could I ev'ry power combine~
Intellect and heart unite,
Every thought and word should be,
Saviour, dedicate to Thee!
{)H!

Could I bring-like those of oldFrankincense, and myrrh, and gold,
Costly gifts, Or odours sweet,
Love would lay them at Thy feet;
Yes, would bring them all to Thee,
.Jesus, best of friends to me !
Could it please Thee, I would twine,
Round that beauteous head of Thine,
Wreaths of fairest flowers madeFlow'rs that would not, could not,
fade;
Not a " crown of thorns" should now
.Press and pierce Thy lovely brow!

Didst Thou ask, I'd try to bring
Every choice and priceless thing
From the ocean, or the mine;
All their treasures should be Thine!
Flow'rs, and pearls, and gold, and
gem,
Should compose Thy diadem!
But, I know, the" Sacrifice,"
Much more precious in Thine eyes,
Is not found in mine or sea,
Earth's best riches please not Thee!
Could we bring Thee all her store,
We were" debtors" evermore.
Thou hast said, if only we
Bring our" contrite hearts" to Thee,
Thou hast treasure in our love,
These our best oblation prove:
Oh, Thou dear atoning Lamb!
Blessings cluster round Thy name!

We will crown with love Thy brow!
Yield our heart's devotion now!
Waft thanksgivings to Thy throne,
Pay Thee homage, all Thine own!
All we have we offer Thee,
Now and through eternity.
Cardiff·

DAISY.
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"VICTORY, VICTORY, THROUGH THE BLOOD OF THE
LAMB."
( Contimwd from page 493.)

N lEGES.
June lO.-Dear uncle told me this morning what a blessed affliction
thi3 has been to him. He says it is many, many years since he has had
such a season as has been granted to him. Last night, after sleeping'
for two or three hours, he awoke, and was privileged to enjoy such communion with the Lord as reminded him of a night, many years ago, at
Southampton, when, after hearing a favourite minister, he was toohappy to return home, but went into the Marsh,;" and there knelt in joyful prayer for, he supposes, three-quarters of an hour. Last night, hesays, he enjoyed the same sweet access; and prayed for his dear minister,
Mr. M--, Mr. B--, Mr. M--, his precious brother D--, and
£fty or sixty others, for, he believes, three hours.
He can acquiesce in the Lord's will, whether he is to recover or to be
taken. He says he is not brought quite to his dear sister E--'s state,
but the affliction has been so blessed that he shall feel regret if he is to·
l'ecover. He told me yesterday that he has had so much spiritual enjoyment that it has made him long to be home.
[It is highly probable that the season to which our departed brother
here referred was one of which we remember he spoke to us nine-andforty yeal's ago. When narrating the particulars, we recollect he said
thattwo verses of that precious hynm of Dr. Watts, "My God, the spring.
of all my joys," were brought to his mind, namely,
FRO:\!: HIS

" The opening heavens around me shine
With beams of sacred bliss;
While Jesus shows His heart is mine,
And whispers '1 am His! '
"My soul would leave this heavy clay
At that transporting word;
Run Rp with joy the shining way
T' embrace my dearest Lord."
We have rarely, if ever, met with the hymn from which the above is,
quoted, without thinking of the conversation to which we have alluded
-so all-absorbed was our brother's mind when speaking of the happy
season he had had. Nor can we conceive of a hymn that more clearly
desCl'ibed his state" My God, the spring of all my joys,
The life of my delights,
The glory of my lJrightcst days,
And comfort of my nights.

"In darkest shades, if He appear,
My dawning is begun;
He is my soul's sweet Morning Star,
And He my rising Sun."
• Where the railway now is.
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Again, nothing could be more characteristic of his latter days" Fearless of hell and ghastly death,
I'd break through every foe;
The wings of love and arms of faith
Should bear me conqueror through."
The conversation above referred to reminds us, at the moment of
writing. of another held with our departed brother some five or six years
afterwards. Both he and ourselves were, at the time, walking through
perplexed paths, not knowing what Wli\S the mind of the Lord concerning
our future. Hence we were like the two disciples journeying to Emmaus,
to whom our blessed Lord spoke and said, "What manner of communications are these that ye have one to another, as ye walk, and are
sad? " However, in the course of a few days after the conversation in
question, we had a dream. We thought we were in the Baptist Ohapel,
Southampton, and, just as the preacher was in the act of rising in the
pulpit to announce his text, the congregation were singing the last lines
of the hymn (whatever that hymn was), and it ran thus: "Thy future
mercies shall my praise employ."
Upon raising our head and looking at the preacher (in our dream),
who should he be but our brother! We were greatly surprised, and the
more so because of the darkness and depression he had so recently complainod of. However, the thought immediately presented itself, '''Well,
notWithstanding his recent fears, who can tell but the Lord will stand
by him now, and enable him to proclaim His truth? aye, and be with
him, and with me, too, in the future that lies before us?" We awoke
with tho words "Thy future mercies shall my praise employ" sweetly
and preciously upon the heart, giving us an uplifting of soul, such as
prompted the Psalmist to exclaim, ",Vhy art thou cast down, 0 my soul;
and why art thou disquieted within me ? Hope thou in God, for I shall
yet praise Him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God."
Aye, and (blessed be His ever-adorable name!) He has ratified and
confirmed the same-yea, even to this very present hour; and if we, of
all men, did not speak well of Him and His tender, gracious, and loving
acts, the very stones might well Cl'y out against us.
" Many days(aye, and years, too)have passed since then;
Many changes we have seen;
Yet have been upheld till now:
Who couldst hold us up hut Thou? "J
NOTES CONTINUED.

In tl16 evening of the same day, when I saw dear uncle, he was in a
most happy state of mind, saying he was longing to depart and be with
Christ; and ho told me what a night of perfect happiness he had had,
and spoke of a season be had years ago. He said he had prayed all night
for his friends, dear Mr. M--, dear Mr. ,B--, and Mr. M--, and
for his brother E--. He then raised his arms, and, in the most ecstatic
manner, expressed his wish to depart and begin the song which is to
It It 2
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lastto all eternity. He told me he believed that his death would be blessed
to his two sons more than his life could be.
, June 13.-"In the presence of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, this is a
most solemn time. I am disappointed. I thought to have now joined
the glorious choir above, and spent the first Sabbath above. I have been
begging I may not say one iota that is not true.
" The last three nights I have been wonderfully indulged, and, as you
know, I was brought, through the wonder-working power of the Holy
Ghust, to be delivered from the fear of death, fearing it no more than my
night-cap; brought to long to be gone. No sooner was I brought there
than Satan makes his appearance. I said I knew it was the devil. I
said, 'Satan, there is the blood of Jesus. It was shed for me. You cannot touch me;' and he slunk away. That was the first temptation. He
showed himself again. 1 said, 'You have nothing to do with mo, devil.
The Lord Jesus Christ shed His blood for my sins. You are nothing but
a chained £oe.' He slunk away; he can't stand the blood. He was a
coward and liar from the beginning. Old Betty Ryland said, '1 believe
the devil will have me after all.' Dr. R-- said, 'If it were possible
for you to go to hell, the devil would say, I had enough trouble with
you in the other world.' That is the way with me. I have been an awful
torment to him for years. What an honour! I am shedding tears of
love and joy and gratitude. Delightful tears! Not to my praise, but to
the praise of a covenant J ehovah.
" 1 have had another night of blessed intercourse with intercession for
the Lord's own beloved ones, especially for His own sent ministers, that
they may be blessedly supported and strengthened by the blessed Spirit
to fight in the g-reat war that is just coming to hand, in the so-called
Ohurch, with the Ritualists, the Pope also at their head, and the awful
errors that are creeping in amongst the great bocly of Dissenters and
clergy-the error of the annihilation of the wicked, and no hell-flames for
the wicked.
"I am now come to this morning at three o'clock. I will tell you
who was my early visitor-the devil-his last visit. He begun to talk to
me; to dictate to me on this precious Sabbath morn. I said, 'Satan,
that is not my language;' and I began to sing, 'God moves in a mysterious
way,' right through to the end, to the dear old tune Lyd£a. The devil did
not like the hymn; he hated it; and he did not like the tune. This is
no day-dream; it actually took place. I sang the hymn right through.
He took himself off. He is a mighty foe, but sick and tired of me. I
had in the night sung 'Oh, for a closer walk with God,' to De e. He
has brought me to believe that I am the happiest man living. As I said
before, 1 would not dictate one iota to my covenant J ehovah. ' Not
Gabriel asks the reason why.'
"1 tell you again, as in His presence, I hacl hoped to have spent this
very Sabbath with the dear ones in the choir above. I lie on my bed
looking at that blessed picture, 'Dying Calvin Counselling the Friends
of the Reformation.' I look upon the coffin as essential to Imry this poor
body. I shall be in g·lory. I am in the land of Beulah. 1 am in that
state. 'Sister spirit, come away.'
"1 say 'with beloved Dr'. llawker, the greatest minister in the Church,
that the Church of England is the bulwark of the nation. Pull that
down, in comes Popory and the battle then will be with the outer-court
worshippers. "
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He frequontly spoke of being kept waiting for death; at one time
saying, "1 am like Bunyan's Pilgrim, waiting at the brink of the Tiver;"
al ways speaking of death with perfect calmness, and often expressing a
strong desire to depart and join the choir above.
Some may wonder that we have not struck our pen through
those passages which refer to our departed brother's conflict with
Satan. We dare not do so. Among the many stratagems which,
at the present time, the arch-enemy of mankind is employing, in order to
delude men, lis a denial of his own existence. Nothing pleases Satan
better than an ignoring him. If he can but get men to deny his per~
sonality, he has gained an immense advantage over them; other deceptions and enthralments follow in train as a matter of course.
We remember that at the last confirmation service held in Waterford
Cathedral, by our late much-beloved and venerable bishop, in his address
to the candidates, he laid so great stress upon the error which was
spreading-namely, the non-belief in Satan. We remember, too, the
emphasis which he laid upon the name, THE DEVIL; at the same time
beseeching his young friends to beware and to take heed against this
fearful ensnarement.
Who that with simplicity and godly sincerity reads the Word of the
living God, who that looks up to Him in the childlike teachableness of
the l'salmist, and exclaims, " Open Thou mine eyes, that I may behold
wondrous things out of Thy law," but what must feel the force of the
Saviour's petition, as expressed in the 17th of John, "Sanctify them
through Thy truth; Thy Word is truth"? Who, moreover, with a particle of godly fear in his heart but must apply that solemn admonition
in the 18th and 19th verses of the last chapter of the Revelation to the
whole canon" of Scripture? And, if so, how can such a one presume to
ignore tbe testimonies so plainly given with regard to the personal existence and work of Satan, as given in Gen. iii., Job i. and ii., Zech. iii., Matt.
iv., Mark v., Mark ix., 2 Cor. xi. 14, James iv. 7, 1 Peterv. 8, 9, as well
as numberless other passages, especially the many which abound in the
Revelation? We pray the reader to turn to these various Scriptures,
and ponder upon them. To deny them is to deny an essential element in
the Word of God. Do we not distinctly read concerning the person and
work of Christ, "For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that
Re might destroy the works of the devil" ? (1 John iii. 8.)
.
We contend, therefore, that it is an awful sin, and one incurring fearful poril, to deny the personality of Satan. Nor can we conceive of any
one doing so who has once known personally and experimentally what
the assaults of the wicked one are. Hence, with res'pect to the final
closing of the career of one who had walked conscientiously in the fear
of the Lord for more than half a century, and whose love and whose
zeal for the cause of God would at times betray him into a want of discretion (although a good side to err) in its ad'Vocacy; if, we say, the
closing up of his pilgrimage should be so identified with the terrible
attacks of the wicked one, we feel a solemn duty devolves upon us to
dare not to cover or to hide tbat fact. Seeing the subject has of late
been so much before Hie public, in connexion with a trial the issue of
which, at the time we write, is not as yet known, we feel that, in the
order of God's providence, this death-bed scene may be sent as a timely
warning to the wavering and hesitating.
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As we have already intimated, we could but feel that the triumphs
which we were privileged personally to witness by that sick and dying
bed were to be tested. They were (as we have shown) tested, and that
in the most trying and painful way, leaving (as we have said) not the
veriest ground whatever for creature boast or fleshly confidence.
Earnestly as we had desired and prayed that we might personally
be permitted to witness the closing scene, and to be strengthened
for that scene, it has left us ever since under the deepest sense of
the ever-present need of the sustaining, upholding, and delivering hand
of Him who hath pledged Himself, "When thou passest through the
waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned;
neither shall the flame kindle upon thee." How one particular line of a
hymn has followed us ever since that scene, " Without Thee I cannot die."
With a deepening sense of how soon-yea, how very soon-in the nature
of things, we must lay down our pen, and follow those who have gone
the way of all the earth, to render an account of our stewardship, wo
add, may God, of His great mercy, grant that the facts which have thus
been simply and truthfully placed before the reader contribute to God's
glory, and to personal deep searching of heart, and a seeking to follow
more closely after Him who hath covenanted to be both the Guardian and
Guide of His people throughout this waste howling wilderness, and, at
last, and for ever, their portion in the world to come. So prays
THE EDITOR.

RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS.

Such was his belief in the power of prayer, that we remember our
departed brother stating, very many years ago, when he was a boy at
boarding-school, he thoug-ht, if he prayed, his father or mother would
be sure to visit him, which came to pass; for one day, when in the playground, upon looking up, who should be see peeping' over the palings
but his father, who had come, unexpectedly, some thirty to forty miles
to see his absent boy.
For many years our father suffered, at times, intense pain from violent
spasms. "Father," said our brother one day, "I should like to have
your pain for one hour, in order that I might know just what you feel."
Such was his sympathy.
In the preceding brief memoir, allusion has been made by his beloved
minister to our brother having remonstrated with a gentleman in a shop
for speaking against God's ministers. Upon another occasion, in the
same shop, he spoke of a remarkable case which had just come to his
knowledge. A very zealous clergyman had visited a certain sick man,
who, to all his remarks, appeared not to give the least heed whatever.
Considering his visit useless, he was in the act of rising to leave, when
the sick man avowed, in plain terms, his entire disbelief in heaven Ol'
hell, God or devil. Turning towards him as he left the room, in tho
most emphatic way, the clergyman said, "Should there be a hell, whol'o
will '!Iou be?" God sent that question home as an arrow to the sick
man's conscience. At an early hour the next morning, the clergyman
was sent f01', the young man declaring that he had passed a most distressing night. So entire was the change wrought, and so marked his
interest in the clergyman's after visits, that he felt assured the young
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man died in the" faith and hope of the Gospel." One who happened to
be in the shop, and had listened attentively to the narrative, now withdrew. Upon his leaving, our brother was asked, "Do you know who
that is?" "No," was the reply. "That is Admiral - - , a freethinker! "
As already intimated, our brother felt it incumbent upon him to en
-deavour to "sow beside all waters." Without doubt there was at times.
want of judgment--an over-amount of zeal; but is it not, we would ask, the
right side to err? What is the motive? what the objeot? There's the question. That was a most gracious and condescending recognition of our
Lord of a poor woman's services, "She hath done what she coulcl!" The
Lord takes the will for the deed. He" knoweth what is the mind of the
Spirit." Better far our labours to be stamped with feebleness and frailty
than no labours at all.
The day after his decease, casually meeting with an aged clergyman,
'8peaking of his knowledge of and esteem for him, he said, "He had his
.eccentricities," but added, with great emphasis, "and who has not? "
But among the objects of his solicitude none lay nearer his heart than
the Lord's ministering servants. If they were young, inexperienced, or
lacked clearness and soundness in the truth, he would always, as opportunityoffered, seek to act, in his measure and degree, the part of Aquila
,and Priscilla with regard to Apollos, who "took him unto them, and
expounded unto him the way of the Lord more perfectly."
A young clergyman of great zeal and earnestness had been supplying
ior a season a certain church in our brother's neighbourhood, and where
he commonly attended one portion of the Lord's-day. After listening to
his testimony, the elder and more experienced believer sought an opporltunity for showing wherein, notwithstanding his zeal and steadfastness,
his doctrinal statements were defective and unscriptural. The observations were listened to by the young' clergyman in question with the
greatest possible interest and attention; and, if we may judge from a
'subsequent personal interview, the sincerest regard and esteem for the
,aged one's character was the result of their conversation.
A comparatively young man was appointed to the incumbency of a
parish adjoining his own native parish. Although a most amiable and
pleasing person naturally, his views of divine truth were most defective.
His father had been a most devoted servant of God, but, through advanced years and great physical suffering, was compelled to relinquish
the ministry in a distant parish. His son-so affectionate and devotedbecame an object of deep, deep solicitude, on the father's part, as far as
his religious views were concerned. Prompted by that zeal and ardour in
.spiritual matters which were so characteristic of him, our brother sought
an interview with the new vicar, and tenderly but earnestly argued and
remonstrated with him, even to the shedding of tears. We remember his
writing to us particulars of that interview, shortly after it had taken place.
Some might have deemed such procedure uncalled for and altogether out
,of place. We do not think that the young clergyman himself viewed
matters in this light. On the contrary, we have reason to believe the
interview left a marked impression. What that, with other influences,
-coupled with a father's prayers, may result in, "the day shall declare."
In his earlier life-say, forty to tifty years ago-we never remember
to have met with one who contemplated more anxiously retirement from
business, and" living independently," as he would term it, than our
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brother. But, oh, how marvellously was his tone of mind changed in
this respect, ere the Lord took him to Himself!
Speaking of his zeal for the cause of God and truth, his beloved
minister told us that a few months before his decease he met him on€t
day in the town, a,mile and a half or more from his house. He was mufiled up and very feeble. The day being cold, Mr. M.--remonstrated with
him for being out at such a time, He said, in reply, "He had so enjoyed
the prayer-meeting on the previous day that he was obliged to come,
in order to induce someone upon whom he was about to call to attend."
His sympathy with the sorrowful, and his aptitude in conversation
with the afflicted and tried and tempted, were very marked. Many of
the Lord's children can bear testimony to this fact.
In his letter (previously given) Mr. Medhul'st speaks of our brother's
love for old tunes. When certain associations with the tunes and thesinging of former years are taken into consideration, this attachment
to the old psalmody is easily accounted for. To a lover of sacred musk
the hearing of an old tune will frequently carry back the mind, as in 31
moment, to long gone-by scenes and associations; and, as the past i&
contrasted with the present, the well-known lines will vividly re-present
themselves"His love in times past forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink;
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review
Confirms His good pleasure to help me quite through."
In our own little associations we have frequently felt the power of Wo
hymn or a tune acting thus, instrumentally, as a remembranceI'. Take a
reC'lnt instance as an example. We were upon the point of leaving hometo fulfil a preaching engagement in London, in the course of a day ortwo, to preach our ninth annual sermon at St. George's, in the Borough,
on behalf of the Protestant Blind Society. Walking through our own
parish, at the time of which we speak, we heard the well-known notes OD
a cornopeoJl which a poor blind man from the adjoining parish was in.
the habit of playing about the streets of Bristol and its suburbs. There
was this feature in his playing: it was always sacred music, and commonly
some of our fine old congregational tunes. At the time of which we
speak, we recognised the tune as an old and familiar one. "What is
that tune?" said we to ourselves. "Why, it is ' Devizes.'" Instantly ou r
thoughts were carried back for a period of nearly half a century, when
we used to hear that tune sung at Southampton. That poor blind musician,
therefore, helped us on that occasion, as he had done oftentimes before,
to a sweet and refreshing review of all the way by which the Lord had
led us, in connexion with the chequered scenes of this poor perishing
world. He furnished us, moreover, WIth a word on behalf of the poor
blind fellow-creatures whose cause we were once more about to attempt to
advocate.
Considering as he did the singing the praises of God as an essential
part of the services of the sanctuary, it was with pain our brother wrote
to us upon one occasion stating that at one church he had attended the
time occupied in singing certain hymns to one and another of short and
rapid tunes had occupied less than three minutes! Not that he was an
advocate for a ;species of drawling in singing. He had too musical an,
ear and too melodious a voice for this.
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There was such a l'ichness and a distinctness in his voice, that we
have commonly distinguished it in the midst of a congregation of a
thousand or fifteen hundreq. persons.
A year or so since, there was such a special sweetness and deep spil'itnality about our brother's conversation and letters, that we thought.
his days were numbered, and that he was ripening for heaven. The partner of his many years' joys and sorrows had been for some time ill, and
under the doctor's care. We trembled for him, in the event of her being
taken. So acute were his feelings that we thought him little able tograpple with such a loss. God had mercifully otherwise ordered it.
His cheerful and even animated contemplation of the grave, during
his last illness, was the more remarkable, when his previous repugnance
and shrinking from it are considered. If we mistake not, after the death
of our deal' father's first wife, the effect of it was such that he could
never see one of his children if taken seriously ill, nor could he attend
the funeral of anyone of them. Our brother's state of mind was very
similar. Some ten or twelve years ago he lost a daughter of fifteen
years of age. So far from being able to attend her funeral, he retired
to the remotest part of the house, so as to be beyond the reach of sight.
or sound of it. There are those who are ready to ridicule these things.
Let them rather thank God if tlleir minds are formed in less sensitive
moulds. But, ~s we have intimated, these facts rendered the contrast
at the closing scene the more remarkable.
Our brother was singularly fond of boating, and in all nautical matters
took the deepest possible interest. He'was very apt in the managemeut
of a boat, and has more than once, if we mistake not, sailed from Southampton to Portsmouth, and vice versa, alone, in a smart breeze. Considering
the frequently squally character of the Southampton Water, this sailing
alone in a boat was critical, if not hazardous. On one occasion, he by
some means fell over the side of a vessel at Southampton into deep
water, but through God's mercy, and being a very fair swimmer, he
rose, and recovered himself.
In earlier life, too, he was very fond of his gun, and, being at that
time wondrously hardy, he would rise at a very early hour in the depth
of winter, and go forth in search of wild fowl. The subsiding, however, of
hie interest in boating, and shooting, and fishing, during the la~t few
years of his life, was most marked in contrast. His conversation was
emphatically in heaven, whence he looked for the Saviour.
This brings us to our last thought, unless others should hereafter present
themselves. The bright and blessed manifestations with which he was
indulged during the early part of his last illness were such that, personally, we could not think he was ever likely to recover. The doctors
who attended him again and again expressed themselves most hopefully.
They dwelt much upon the soundness of his constitution, and the great
bodily strength and endurance for which he was remarkable.
Notwithstanding, however, we could not imagine that those wondrous
manifestations and positively rapturous delights and ecstasies with which
he was indulged, were aught but the preludes to te!5t and trial, and the
harbingers of final triumph and complete victory through the blood of"
the Lamb; and so the sequel proved.
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THE REOENT APPOINTMENT TO THE VIOARAGE OF
WAKEFIELD.
IN days like the present, when error is so rife and truth so rare, it must
.afford to every truly spiritual observer the greatest satisfaction when
appointments to responsible positions are made in accordance with the
rule laid down by "the law and the testimony." Such was the case in
the recent £lling up of the vacant canonry of Bristol by Mr. REEVE, and
equally satisfactory is the appointment of the son of our oldest correspondent (the Rev. G. W. STRATON) to the very important living of Wake~
.field.
It seems but as yesterday that we were engaged in a deep, close,
spirihal conversation with the then student of Oambridge about the
ministry and his future course, when that course was as yet in obscurity
and scarcely decided upon. Another conversation is likewise present to
our mind, when our young friend (the new Vicar of Wakefield) was narrating his marvellous hair-breadth escapes from banditti during a tour in
-the Holy Land.
His plain, outspoken testimony on his entering upon an the weighty and
responsible duties of his new sphere of labour, as presented in the annexed
sermon, which we copy from a Wakefield paper, will, we are sure, be
read with great satisfaction. For our own, part, we greatly rejoicecl in
the Rev. NORMAN STRATON'S selecting so suitable a subject for such an
occasions and in his avowed acknowledgment of his absolute need of and
dependence upon the Holy Ghost for guidance, support, and blessing.
Upon the grand Scriptural declaration, "Him that honoureth me, I will
honour," we hope for and expect special spiritual good to result from
:such a beginning.
The Lord, of His great mercy, stand by, strengthen, sustain, and very
specially bless His young servant, qualify him in every way for the
important position which, in these last eventful days, he is caned to
occupy, and, when his work is done, call him home with a " Well done,
good and faithful servant; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord."
So, earnestly and affectionately, prays his own old friend, as wen as
his father's friend before him,
THE EDITOR.
The vicar founded his discourse on the words, "Not by might, nor
by power, but by my Spirit, saith t]le Lord of Hosts" (Zech. iv. 6). He
said :A brief reference to the context wlll at once explain to you that, in its
primary application, this passage concerned the building of the second
temple of Jerusalem, under circumstances of much difficulty. It was, in
fact, the message of the Lord for the encouragement of the great man
who was actively employed in the promotion of tbis work,-a message
,designed to teach him where his help lay, and the secret of success.
Thougb he was to make a due use of it, he was not to rest in human
agency, however strong and migbty. This, in short, was to be the divine
motto for tbis great master builder in olden time, "Not by might, nor
by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts." And, with this
passing notice of the object with which these words were first spoken, I
'Would turn, at once, to their more general application, and thence deduce
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the lessons which r think they are intended to convey to us. It has been
-said, indeed, generally, as regards the distinction between the two Testaments, that the New Testament is the Old Testament revealed. None of
us, I think, can fail to see, at least in this case, how strikingly the New
Testament illustrates and amplifies the passage which r have taken for
my text, for if it be true of the temple of old that it was reared and
finished not by human might and power, but rather by the guidance and
assistance of the Holy Ghost, is it not indeed more plain what the Apostle
writes of the spiritual temple-" the Ohurch of Ohrist "_et All the
building fitly framed together groweth into an holy temple in the Lord,
in whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God, through
the Spirit" ? Brethren, r do feel, in beginning my ministry amongst you,
that the subject thus suggested is one which should possess a very special
interest for us all, and r would draw attention to it, by leading you to
consider, first, how the general history of the Ohurch of Ohrist is a
standing testimony to the teaching of my text, and then, secondly, how
entirely we are dependent on the Holy Spirit's help and blessing for the
<edifying of the Ohurch at the present time.
r. Notice first, then, how strikingly my text is illustrated by the history
of the Ohurch in its very earliest days. r am speaking now of what we
may describe as the laying of the foundation of the Ohurch; and in
fUl'therance of this object, do we not find the SavioUl' ch(:lOsing twelve
illiterate men-men without wealth or influence, men belonging- to the
very humblest classes-of whom it might, in truth, be said that they
were destitute of might and power, and yet to them He gave that great
.commission, "Go ye into all nations, and preach the Gospel to every creature "? And not only were these first missionaries of the cross, these
nrst labourers, in themselves illiterate and destitute of might and power,
but something more; at the very outset their Master was taken from
them, and to all seeming they were left alone to rear the living temple,
with kings, soldiers, and philosophers opposed to them, and in the face
of deep-rooted prejudice and bitter scorn. And as we now look back and
see how, in spite of all this opposition, the temple rose, as (to use the
Master's simile) we see a grain of mustard seed develop into a plant, and
the plant into a tree, which at length spreads to the filling of the whole
civilized earth, r ask you, is not the teaching of my text most strikingly
impressed upon us, and are we not indeed disposed to borrow the language of the Psalmist, and say, "This is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes" ?
But we must notice how the building up of the Ohurch of Ohrist is
especially to be ascribed to the third Person of the blessed Trinity, to
the power of the Holy Ghost. Recollect, then, those last words of the
Saviour which He eyer spake on earth, that last promise to the apostolic
band ere He parted from them-words which plainly taught them where
their help lay, and through whose aid their work must be carried on. He
had charged them, as I have said, to preach His name among all nations.
Did He now tell them, for their encouragement, that ere long certain
earthly potentates would befriend them? Did He bid them hope that
the might of the intellectual world would soon array itself Oll their side?
No! But He taught them, on the other hand, that this great law of His
king'dum, which we now consider, would still prevail. Still the rule
should be, "Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the
Lord of Hosts;" and, pointing them to the fulfilment of His promise
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that He would pour His Spirit on them, He said, "Ye shall receiv~
power after that the Holy Ghost is come upon ye, and ye shall be witnesses unto me, yea, even unto the uttermost ends of the earth."
Brethren, if the extension of our Master's kingdom amongst men be
a matter of any interest to us, if we earn!,\stly desire to promote the'
building up of the Church of Christ, how thankful should we be for the
lesson which is here given us as to the' secret of all spiritual success.
Verily, our.eyes must be to the Lord the Spirit, and our expectationsmust be from Him. It was the power of the Holy Ghost working in
and through those first labourers which availed of old to lay so successfully the foundations of the Ohurch, and the secret of success in those
olden times has been the secret of all real edifying since then.
I have said that, to all seeming, when their Master was taken from
them, the disciples were left alone, and yet they were not alone, for by the
presence of His Spirit Christ fulfilled His promise to them, "Lo, I am
with you alway, even unto the end of the world." Now notice how
this blessed Spirit, as He dwelt in them, ever wrought to the edifying of
the Church. Look, for instance, how on the very day of His outpouring'
-on the day of Pentecost-He so moved the multitude, as they listened
to the inspired words of Peter, that there were added to the Church (yea,
then and there) three thousand souls. Look, again, at the record of St.
Paul's success at Corinth. Why, here was a man of great natural gifts
and learning-a man, as we should say, of great power and might, but
still this law obtained; and, when the Apo:>tle wrote to the" many who
believed in that city," he leminded them as to the secret of his success,
"My speech and my preaching were not with enticing wor'ds of man's
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power." Or look, if
you would come to individual cases-look at the history of the Ethiopian,'
in the eighth of Acts. He had been up to Jerusalem for to worship. He
had witnessed all the pomp, the grandeur, and the magnificence 'of the
Jewish ceremonial. If any outward means could have availed to enlighten
him, surely these would have done so; but all failed, and the eyes of
his understanding remained blinded till, as he returned on his "C.omeward
way, the Spirit said to Philip, "Go near, and join thyself to this
chariot," and, as a result, " he believed and was baptized." And then,
as regards those gifts which are so essential to this work, does not St.
Paul most plainly teach us: "All these worketh that one and selfsame
Spirit dividing to every man severally as He will"? Without this aid,
brethren, depend upon it we are powerless, but with it, not only has
experience proved that all opposition is in vain, we have also the sure
promises of Scripture that it ever will be so.
We have seen, in the Church's history, how, on the one hand, the
testimony of the Spirit in the inspired Word has for a time been overlaid
with tradition and superstition, and we have seen, on the other hand,
how it has been opposed by the might of unbelief, but the sword of the
Spirit has at last cut its way through every covering, and the open Biblehas been restored to the Church-a rock against which for nineteen centuries the waves of unbelief have beat in vain. And when I reflect on
these things, and the vast additions to the Church of Christ which havo
been consequent thereon, I do not hesitate to say, in the first place, that
the testimony of all history, as to the edifying of the Church, in times
gone by, is the teaching which I take for my text this evening, "Not by
might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts."
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n. And now, brethren, let me bring you to the second point. We
will loave history, and I will either remind you.or point out to you how
this law prevails also at the present time; thus showing you how dependent we are on the Spirit's help and blessing on every spiritual effort
which we flver make. I would observe, then, at the very outset, that this
is the dispensation of the Spirit, and as we sang in that hymn just now" And every virtue we possess,
And every victory won,

And every thought of holiness,
Are His alone."

I do believe more especially that the great secret of a successful ministry
is a distinct waiting upon God for the blessing of the Holy Ghost on all
~ppointed means, and this not only on the part of the minister, but on
the part of the people also. Perhaps it may be asked, What would you
dufine as the blessing of the Holy Ghost for which you thus bid ns seek?
Well, I will tell you. I believe, then, that men may reach a certain
point without it, but without it they can get no further. Without it, I
grant that services may charm, and eloquence may fascinate, and knowledge may instruct the head, but there will be no surrender of the heart, .
.and no true repentance, and no living of that happy, holy, trustful life of
faith, which counts all things loss for the excellency of the knowledge of
Christ. This is what I mean when I speak of the blessing of the Holy
Ghost on all appointed means; and this (I tell you plainly) is what I look
and pray for as the great outcome of all our services and other efforts.
Tl1is is how the Church of Christ at large is edified and increased, and
this is how each individual member, each living .stone, is made meet for
1he inheritance above. And, since the Holy Spirit is so freely promised
to all who ask for Him, I beseech you to pray most earnestly for His
blessing on every service in which we ever join. Recollect, while our text
teaches us that the Church is edified" not by might, nor by power, but
by the Spirit of the Lord of Hosts," there is that gracious promise of the
Saviour, free as the atmosphere we breathe, which as minister and people
we can ever take and plead at the till'one of grace, "If ye being evil
know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall
your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him?"
Pray, then, that the blessing of the Holy Ghost may ever rest on all the
6f'l'vices in this house of prayer. Pray that He will pour His blessina-s
on our schools, on our choir, on our system of visitation, on our machine~y
of every kind, and make them all rich instruments of blessing. What
we need is not so much, as I think, to multiply our means as to vitalize
them more, that thus they may become more and more spirit and life to
us. In a word, we need that in the use of them the Holy Ghost should
take yet more of the things of Christ, and so show them to us, that we
all, "beholding, as in a glass, the glory of the Lord, may be changed into
the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord."
Brethren, I repeat. it, this is what I think is so greatly needed; and
very often I think that, in these days of very widespread religious
knowledge, it might very properly be described as the "one thing needfuL" It has been truly said that many a mind which is stored with.
religious knowledge is like an altar on which the material is already
laid, but not yet kindled. The bullock and the wood are already there
but what is still needed is the fire of heaven.
'
Then, in answer to earnest and believing prayer, and in fulfilment of
that promise to which I just referred you, the sacrifice has beeu kindlo<i
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from on high, and, when we come to consider these things, do we not
find in them a most striking illustration of the text? for what, after all,
is this but what the lowly Baptist said, " He shall baptize you with theHoly Ghost and with fire"? But just take one other t.hought ere I pass
from this point, and remember that without the Spirit's blessing appointed
means are not only valueless, but they even become hurtful. Was it
not written by the Apostle long ago, "The letter killeth, but the Spirit
giveth life"? And is it not the testimony of all experience that to grow
accustomed to a mere form of holy things, without ever yielding ourselves to their influence, why, of all the dangers which can ensnare us,
this is at once the most potent and the most subtle? There are various
modes of hardening, but I do believe, as one has said, there is none so
hard as the hardening of a soul which has lain for long beneath therays of the Sun of Righteousness, but lain in vain.
And now, in drawing these observations to a close, let me ask you
also to consider how or by what means the Holy Spirit's help is given in
the work of edifying the Church at large and individual souls? I have
spoken indeed generally of appointed means, but let us set ourselves to
analyze this phrase, for we must remember that there are public means
and private means, and there are the secret influences of the Spirit, as
well as a fulfilment of the promise, "Wherever two or three are gathered
in my name, there am I in the midst of them" to bless them. But we
will look first at public means. And here let me call your brief attention
to the words which precede my text. You will find, then, that a certain
vision had been given to the prophet Zechariah-a vision, in fact, of
which my text is the interpretation. He was shown" a candlestick all
of gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, and seven lamps thereon, and
seven pipes to the seven lamps, which are on the top thereof." It would
seem that at first the prophet failed to understand the meaning of this
vision, but, in the light of the interpretation which was given, it may be
very plain to you and me. The candlestick of pure gold is evidently
the Church of Christ pm'med, and redeemed, and exceeding precious.
The bowl is the great Head of the Church, filled, yea, even to overflowing,
from heaven itself, with the anointing of the Spirit of God, and from
this bowl the seven lamps (emblematic of Christ's ministers) are continually replenished, through the golden pipes, with the heavenly
unction, for the illumination of the Church. Does not this teach then,
first and foremost, that the Holy Spirit helps and illuminates the
Christian through His appointed ministers? True, indeed, that to this
end the minister must continually abide in Christ, drawing out of His
fulness grace for every grace in Him; but, when this is so, what blessing
may we not expect to be bestowed on the waiting Church. The oil of
the Spirit seems in a special sense to illuminate and to be utilized through
them, and, being blessed in their own souls, they are made in turn a rich.
blessing to others also. This leads me to say, dear brethren, if I
understand the position which I am come to occupy amongst you, it is
not that I am come to claim dominion over your faith, but to be a helper
of your spiritual joy. What I humbly seek for myself-and I beliove
that those who labour with me will most heartily endorse these wordsis that we may be -even honoured, as fellow workhs, in this work of
edifying, with the Holy Ghost. I pray that the Holy Spirit will take
of the things of Christ, and show them to us, and then, that in the light
of this revelation, we may fulfil the exhortations, "Preach the Word,"
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and, "Feed the flock over which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers." There, then, is one great means whereby the Holy Spirit edifiesthe public ministry-but there are others too. I can only touch on them
this evening, but there is the table of the Lord, where, to the strengthening and refreshing of our souls, He leads us to realize our com-·
munion with Christ. There is the singing of God's praise-singing
which, to my mind, cannot be too beautiful, only I would say the more
hearty and general, the more beautiful-singing which incredibly
elevates us, if only, by the Spirit's aid, we use it to express our heartfelt
adoration of the Lord to whom we sing. And last, though not least (the
Spirit helping our infirmities), there is the outpouring of our common
supplications, the waves whereof, like the voice of many waters, g()
rolling in before the throne of God, with this Sill'e and certain promise,
"If two of you shall agree on earth, as touching anything they shall
ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven."
And then, brethren, let me speak to you for one moment more of the
secret influences of the Spirit, for do not think that the Spirit only. helps
us in the public means. Depend upon it, if you seek and find the Spirit
in the public means, He will by no means leave you when you retire to
the privacy of your own homes; but there, too, you will find the secret.
of all progress is still the same, "Not by might, nor by power, but by
my Spirit, saith the Lord of Bosts." And chiefly, as I think, will He
help you (developing the life of Christ within you) in your private.
prayers, in the careful study of the Scripture, in the overruling of the'
events of life, and in active work for Christ; and I must say, as regards
this latter point, that without active work (save where a man is really
hindered from it) I do not think we can expect much healthiness of
soul.
But, as I said, He will help JOu in your prayers and in your efforts to
find the Saviour in the Scriptu.res, and by other means. The promises.
of divine teaching are fraught with encouragement for us here. The
Holy Spirit is most freely promised as "the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Christ;" and, if this be so, let us see to it that
as such we seek Him. It is the office of the Spirit to bring to view and
to impress upon us the Saviour's love, and the magnitude of the free gift.
which God has given us in Christ; and thus does He constrain the soul.
to give itself in its~entirety to Christ. This is, in brief, the secret work
of the Spirit, brethren. Do not mistake about it, and look for something
else. It consists not in excitement; it is a quiet work; and, if there be
one way above another by which the Spirit proves His presence, it is by
revealing Ohrist to us-Ohrist in all His fulness, Christ in all His
presence, Ohrist in all His love; and thus, acquainting us with Qod, He·
gives us peace. The fact is, as I said, this is the dispensation of the
Spirit; and, as one has well observed, "Like the sun in nature, which
is so bright that no human eye can gaze upon it, the Holy Spirit invitesnot attention to Himself, but to Christ attracting us entirely to Him."
I repeat it, He takes of. the things of Christ, as se1£orth in the pages of
the Word, or in the open proclamation of His ministers, and then
presses home the exhortation, "Now is the accepted time, now is the
day of salvation."
Oh, brethren, be'careful how you grieve this Spirit by resisting Him~
There are too many who respond to the reasonableness of His appeals;
but, though orthodox, they are unmoved; though acquiescent, they are
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unimpressed. An abounding worldliness and materialism is an attraction
to which multitudes are yielding. Thousands are neither sceptical nor
superstitious. They are indifferent and unconcerned. Well has it been
said, the entanglements of trade, the excitement of ambition, the
.absorption of pleasure, the fever of sensuality, the burnings of envy, the
bitterness of ill-will, these are the influences ever and everywhere at
work, drawing men from the holy, heavenly, happy; the atmosphere of
love and earnestness which prepares them for the sanctuary, and in
which alone the finer growths of heart and mind are found. Once more,
then, would I say that, as ministers and servants of Christ, it is our.
€arnest wish to act amongst you as fellow-workers with the Holy Ghost.
If, in our own souls, we know anything of that salvation which has eased
our consciences, and enlarged our hearts, and elevated our hopes, and
-enlightened our understandings, and enlivened our labour of love, then,
God helping us, as freedmen, we would act as emancipators too.
I have spoken to you this evening-on this first occasion of my meeting
you-of the Holy Spirit's help and blessing. Let me remind you, as I
close, of that great promise which concerns the latter days of the dispensation in which we live-" On my servants and my handmaids will I
pour out in those days of my Spirit." It has seemed of late to many that
the big drops of this final shower have here and there begun to fall. I
!pray that it may be so here; and then, with the blessing of Him who is
at once the Sun and Rain, the thought may well stimulate His ministering
,servants, "What a harvest shall in due season be gathered in!" I pray
that I may have grace and strength to serve the Lord amongst you with
all humility of mind, testifying both publicly and from house to house
'Of the grace of God. I pray that I may act amongst you as a wise
master builder of the spiritual temple, and when at length we have all
been ripened, mellowed, and made meet, we shall confess by happy
experience what we have considered to-night, "Not by might, nor by
power but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts."
ANECDOTE FROM "THE HISTORY OF PROTESTANTISM."-.
BERNARD DE PALISSY.
OWING to the king's favour, Bernard de Palissy, the famous sculptor and
<Jraftsman, escaped, though a Protestant, the Massacre of St.Bartholomew.
He was, however, imprisoned in the BastilIe. The French monarch
went to see him there, and earnestly' besought him to return to the
bosom of the Romish Church, adding that, if Palissy refused, he felt he
should be compelled to abandon him to the vengeance of his enemies.
" Sire," replied Palissy, "I am ready to give up my life for the glory of
God. You have many times told me that you pitied me; but for my own
part, all I can say is that I pity you, who pronounce those words, 'I
"hall be compelled'
Sire, that is not speaking like a king!
I am only a poor potter, but neither you yourselt~ nor those who forco
.you into doing what you do, nor the party of Cardinal Guise, nor the
whole nation, shall compel me to utter such a word. Rather than bow
my knee to images, I know how to die."-Translated from La Gerbc.
As the natural sun ever shines, even when concealed by clouds, so the
heavenly Parent always smiles upon His children, though they do not see
.lhem through their tears.

561

The Gospel M agazi1zc.

AS IN NATURE SO IN GRAOE.
" While the eartlt remainetlt, seea-time ana harve8t, ana cola ana heat, ana
8ummer ana winter, ana aay ana night, 8halt not cea8c."-GEN. viii. 22.
WHILE we behold the preciousness of this portion of the Word of God,
taken in its literal sense, may the Lord the Spirit enable us to see
into the deeper and spiritual meaning of it! While the earth remaineth,
God will ever have a people on it, whom He will form for Himself, that
they may show forth His praise. His elect, who are the salt of the earth,
is one of the causes why this earth is preserved, that they may be all
gathered in. And is it not the seed-time when the Word of God is sown
in the hearts of God's people? when the Word comes to them, not in
word only, but in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance?
And are they not then born of that" incorruptible seed which liveth and
abideth for ever" 't (1 Peter i. 23.) Surely, such times as these must be
the seed-time, which shall not cease while the earth remaineth. And the
harvest, is it not when the Ohristian is ripe for glory, and when our
Jesus comes into His garden to gather His lilies? Behold, how fragrant
they smell in the merits of their adorable Lord and Saviour Jesus Ohrist,
and how pure and spotless are they washed in His most precious blood;
and, oh! how comely robed in His righteousness, Hi8 righteousne88 ! But
let us pause for awhile, and remember that a space of time elapses between the seed-time and the harvest. No sooner does the seed of the
earth show itself above the ground than it encounters the nipping frost,
or the boisterous winds blow fiercely upon it, and the birds of the air peck
at it, and many animals eat it; and that which grows up is alike subject
to be damaged or destroyed. Similarly is it happening to the Ohristian;
he has much to encounter, both from within and from without. He is
the subject of many dangers, but they cannot destroy him, for he is "kept
by the power of his God, through faith unto salvation" (1 Peter i. 5).
And as we believe that the clouds, rain, darkness, dews, &c., are good
for the seed when sprung up, so also do we consider it needful that all
Ohristians should pass through varied seasons of darkness, troubles,
trials, &c. The Sun of Righteousness cannot ever be manifestly shining
upon him here, else, if it were so, we would ask, where would be the
trial of faith? But we think, and know, that times of darkness, tribulations, pain, and sickness were as much as times of brightnells, joy, ellse
and health in that covenant which is ordered in all things and sure.
Oold and heat are the next things that come before us. They are
very opposites, yet both alike are ordered by the Lord in His appointed
times. Art thou, my Ohristian brother, now in the season of coldness?
Murmur not; it is good for thee to be here, for the Lord God thy Father
hath so appointed it. Thou shalt learn much here which thou couldest
not learn elsewhere. Thou mayest leai'n here much of thine own weakness, instability, unworthiness, and forgetfulness. And shalt thou not
thus learn more of a precious Ohrist? And know, dear brother, that as
surely as thou feelest the burden of this coldness, so surely shalt thy God
carry thee through it, and again cause the warming rays of Himself to
shine upon thee. Thus there shall be heat, even that heat which creates
life, and sustains, and restores. But, while the earth remaineth, there is
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to be summer and winter-not all summer, but there is also to be that
which is the opposite, even winter. What a contrast there is between
these two seasons; yet our God is the Maker of them both. " Thou hast
made summer and winter" (Psalm lxxiv. 17). Christian, how fareth it
with thee? Art thou much blessed with the presence of thy Lord? Is
He continually causing you to feast upon fat things? Art thou now
enjoying the feast of wines on the lees well refined? Thus, is it summer
with thee? Do not think that this will last long, for the winter must
come after the summer. Let us again look at our Lord as the Maker of
day and night. In the day many of us think there are not so many
dang-ers to make us afraid as in the night. This is solely on account of
the light from that great luminary, the sun, whereby we are enabled to
perceive things so quickly as they really are. But how different is the
night with us! So with us; it is our daytime when our Sun of Righteousness arises" with healing in His wings," and shines upon us; but our
cry is that nights are more frequent than the day, and it is then that all
the beasts of the forest do creep out. In the night-seasons our cries are
constantly going up to our God, "Why art Thou so far from us, 0 God?
Wilt Thou leave us to parish? How long before Thou wilt come again,
dear Lord? Where art Thou, Lord P Hast Thou forgotten to be
gracious? Come and help us. Save us from these terrors of darkness."
~'hus "for all these things will the Lord God be enquired for of the house
of Israel." But, if the Christian has no night to pass through (as some
say), when would he be found" crying mightily unto his God" for help?
Do we find an answer (suitable to the higher-life people) in these words
of our adorable Lord, "Can ye make the children of the bridechamber
fast while the bridegroom is with them? but the days will come when
the bridegroom shall be taken away from them, and then shall they fast
in those days" ?
Now, dear reader, do we understand about spiritual seasons? Have
we been brought by the Divine Spirit out of nature's darkness into God's
most marvellous light? Can we say, through the teaching of God the
Holy Ghost, "For, 10, the winter (time of unregeneracy) is past, the rain
is over and gone, the flowers appear on the earth, the time of the singing
of birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land." If so,
shall we be amongst those who talk about the time when they gave their
heart to the Lord, as though it were all their own doings? Rather will
we give God the praise, and all the praise, for it is all His work. Precious,
precious truth, "If we love Him, it is because He first loved us." Oh,
how the Christian likes to hear the love of his God mentioned-that
everlasting love, that rich, free, eternal, sovereign, and infinite love
which is the cause of all His mercies; this inestimable love, which gave
Christ to die for us, that all for whom He died should be made alive.
Hence, our dear Lord says, through His Apostle Paul, to us who know
him, "You hath He quickened who were dead in trespasses and sins."
And now we who have been quickened into life by the Holy Ghost do
know soml;lthing of the infinite love of God the Father in giving His
beloved Son to die for His elect, that where He is they may also be. He
loves them as He loves Christ. We know something of the infinite love
of Christ, "who loved us and gave Himself" (I would like this to be echoed
through t!ln thousand worlds)-"gave Himse1jfor us." And we know something of the infinite love of the Holy Ghost, who has regenerated us, who
shed abroad in our hearts our Father's love, a Saviour's love; who teaches
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us, comforts us, leads us into all truth--yea, wondrous fact, abides in us,
and that for ever. Blessed be a Triune Jehovah, the Trinity in Unity,
the Unity in Trinity, for His infinite love.
Pall Mall.
F. S.
THE OANAANITES STILL IN THE LAND.
And Galeb stilled the people before Moses, and said, Let us go tip at once, and
possess it. . . . . But the men that went ttp with him saki, We be not able to go
ttp against the people, for they are stronger than we."-NuMBERS xiii. 30, 31.
(( STRONGER than we," they are, indeed, but not stronger than sovereign
free grace. In these verses we have what is found in the heart of every
regenerated child of God, the language of faith and of unbelief. When
faith is in exercise, the child of God feels strong in the Lord and in the
power of His might; his mind dwells much on covenant verities, the absolute nature of election as the eternal source of his salvation, the dignity
of OhJ:ist's person and the completeness of His redemption work, and the
amazing condescension of the Holy Ghost in causing him to know these
things in an experimental way. .He realizes, in a greater or less degree,
that it is through Gocl that he shall do valiantly, and by His arm alone
that he shall tread clown his foes. At such seasons his evidences are
clear, his desires awake, and hifl hope runs high. Ohrist's love is felt
warming thll heart and filling the spiritual affections. Ohrist's matchless
mercy to him, to such a worthless worm and hell-deserving sinner as he
feels and knows himself to be, is adored and wondered at ; he would then,
if it were the will of God, (( possess the land," be freed from a body of sin
and death, and join the spirits of just men made perfect; he feels in his
inmost soul such a sweet, powerful, spiritual union to Ohrist and all His
saints, and such a spiritual sympathy with the whole revelation of God,
that he longs to enjoy these" sure mercies of David " more fully in glory
than it is possible for him to do in a state of grace; his spiritual enemies,
although for the time being only subdued in his soul, appear to be dead,
and he feels himself more than a conqueror through Him that loved.
t (

" But at, alas! the ensuing hour,
My lusts arise and swell;
They rage and reinforce their power
With new recruits from hell."
So wrote godly Ralph Erskine, and so every child of God finds to his sad
experience. As Christ's precious presence is withdrawn in the soul unbelief I'ears its accursed head; indwelling sin works darkness, deadness,
clistanc~, fear, guilt, and bondage; the Canaanites show themselves
in troops in the soul, and threaten to extirpate every remnant of grace and
vestige of godly fear. What is now the feeling with regard to obtaining
possession of the land? Is the language not, in effect, the same as that
of the faint-hearted spies? Are we then better than they? No, in
no wise, for we also despair of ever overcoming our spiritual enemies so
as to obtain a participation in His rest, which is glorious. This is and
must ever be the case with the Lord's people, when they look to their
own efforts, or to be self-saviours in any shape or form; for in this war the
Lord shall fight for His people, and t4ey shall stand still and see the
salvation of God. This standing still, however, is consistent with crying
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from the depths. Jonah cried from great depths, saw the Lord's
salvation, and acknowledged it to be His and His alone (Jonah ii. 6-9).
However much, for a time, the Canaanites may prevail (Psalm pxxix~ 2),
as the Lord knoweth them that are His, and haEl determined their
salvation, they shall not ever prevail. A time of victory is at hand for
them; God will not suffer His faithfulness to fail, and His power no
creature is able to resist. Oh, what a mercy to be able in truth to say,
" Lo, this God is our God, we have waited for Him; He w£ll cO'f/le and save
us." Now, at times, the Lord's dear people keenly feel the presence and
power of their spiritual enemies; but a few more days', or months', or
years' contending with them, and it shall be said to every regenerated
soul, "These spiritual enemies which ye have so long been oppressed
with shall be destroyed, and no more shall you be plagued with them.
Ye have seen them to-day. Ye shall see them no more for ever." Till
then the.Lord give grace to all His people to make no truce with them.
G.A.
ANYWHERE WITH JESUS.
(MATT. viii. 19.)
" ANYWHERE with Jesus," says the Christian heart;
Let Him take me where He will, so we do not part.
Always sitting at His feet, there's no cause for fears;
Anywhere with Jesus in this vale of tears.
Anywhere with Jesus, though He leadeth me
Where the path is rough and long, where the dangers be.
Though He taketh from me all I love below,
Anywhere with Je5us will I gladly go.
Anywhere
Anywhere
Anywhere
Anywhere

with Jesus, in the summer heat;
with Jesus, through the winter sleet;
with Jesus, where the bright sun shines;
with Jesus, when the day declines.

Anywhere with Jesus, though He please to bring
Into fires the fiercest, into suffering;
Though He bid me work or wait, or only bear for Him,
Anywhere with Jesus, still shall be my hymn.
Anywhere with Jesus, though it be the tomb.
With its frighting terror, with its dreaded gloom;
Though it be the weariness of a long-drawn life,
Fainting with the constant toil, drooping in the-strife.
Anywhere with Jesus, for it cannot be
Dreary, dark, Ol' desolate, where He is with me;
He will love me alway, every need supply;
Anywhel'C with Jesus, should I live or die.

THE Lord has" betrothed" His people to Himself from all eternity;
but, when the" marriage of the Lamb" is recogn£sed before the assembled
universe, THEN will He " see of the travail of His soul and be abundantly satisfied."
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THE REV. J. W. GOWRING.
[The following letter from our afflicted friend and brother will, we
doubt not, be read with deep interest by the many who have been so
long familiar with his name and labours. We rejoice in the Lord's
gracious interposing hand upon His servant's behalf, and we pray that
our dear friend may increasingly realize His sustaining arm and comforting presence; yea, we feel assured that such will be the case, that
" as afflictions abound so will consolations abound" likewise. This has
ever been the character of "our Lord and Master's dealings. It is the old
beaten track to the kingdom; and our afflicted "brother's testimony will
be no exception to the universal rule, "He hath done ALL things well."
-EDITOR.]
My DEAR FRIEND,-Saturday night's post brought me your registered
letter, with the enclosure of two £5 notes. Truly, the Lord's goodness
and mercy continue to follow us; and, whoever the giver may be, we
know that the silver and the gold are the Lord's; and to Him, therefo re,
in this as in other cases, we must render supreme and lasting praise, for
so mercifully inclining the hearts of so many friends to minister to our
need. Truly, the Lord is not wearied in giving. Had it not been for
such supplies flowing in, we must in years past, as well as at present,
have been much straitened in our means, as the settled income could
not have met our expenses. But we have not lacked, for the Master,
whom we serve and whose we are, has never forgotten us, nor have His
tender mercies ceased; so that, if, after man's judgment, we may not have
had the wages due to us, yet the Lord has remembered us, so that we
can truly say with the Apostle, "We have all things and abound."
We hope, if the Lord will, to start for Ramsgate to-morrow, where
an old friend, whom we have not seen. for years, now resides; and most
unlooked for, but most kindly, she has sent us an invitation to spend
• three or four weeks with her. We had arranged to go a week since but
my dear wife became so very ill with a bilious attack .that she could not
go. May the Lord preserve us in our going out and coming in from this
time forth and for evermore.
This 121st Psalm came in the course of reading this morning, and the
Lord's mercies to me thirty-one years ago were brought up in memory.
I had to undergo an operation; and, whilst waiting for the surgeon, who
was late, I opened my book, which was on the bed, and my finger lighted
upon part of this very Psalm, the fourth and fifth verses. They have
been very precious portions to me often since.
Your most affectionate friend and brother in the Lord Jesus,
155, Stockwell Road, S. w., .A.~tfJU8t 23rd, 1875.
J. W. GOWRING.

HINTS IN PRAYER.-The child of God needs pray as frequently to be
emptied of self" as to be filled with the Spirit; for, the more empty he
comes to draw from the fulness, the more be shall take away; it is our
fulness of self that hinders our having the fulness of Him that filleth
all in all.-J. Hiley.
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HEARING WELL.

WE have often noticed amongst the Lord's professing people that it is a
very common observation of theirs, after having heard a sermon, to e:.tpress
their approval of the same by saying, "I have heard well." Now, to our
mind there is a great deal couched in this sentence when we came to
connect it with godly and spiritual matters, and in such connection we
greatly fear whether it is not often used without its true meaning being
apprehended. And it is simply from this consideration that the question
has been fort-ed upon our mind, What is it to hear well? TVhat feeling
aoes hearing well prorltwe? Ana from wl,at cause does hearing well arise?
It is the farthest thing from our thoughts to think of discouraging the
Lord's littl" ones, the tender lambs and sheep 01 the fold of Ohrist, or to
throw a drop of cold water upon the smallest manifestations of His
blessed Spirit; but may not our natural animal passions be often wrought
upon in hearing, and may not the natural emotions of the mind thus
produced be substituted for hearing well? We verily think so, and fear
many are the cases in which it is done. For instance, a minister is
listened to whose very manner it may be is affecting, and who has a
peculiar and sensational way of putting things to touch his audience' a
striking incident is related, a remarkable tale with most touching featu~'ss
is repeated, somebody's strange conversion, deep trouble, heavy bereavement, and so on, is stated and described with all the pathos at the
minister's command; ~ sure result of which is the passions ~re wrought
upon; a strange sensatlOn creeps over one; the water comes lUvoluntarily
to the eyes, and the tears flow fast; not, mark you, because the Spirit of
God has touched the soul, but because the preacher's native ingenUity of
pntting things has touched the natural mind. Now, that this is so, We are
certain; and it is just the selfsame thing as may be witnessed when many
a dramatic piece is put upon the stage, when any beautiful voices are
heard singing, or when any touching incidents of everyday life came to
our knowledge. The same thing will not move all persons; bu.t all
persons' creature passions may be wrought upon by something or another.
and this being wrought upon may be done in and under the name of
religion, whereas at the same time it has nothing to do with godliness.
This is to be lamented, because thereby many deceive themselves, and
many others are deceived. And, to produce anything like a remedy for
this evil, we certainly believe it would be well for those who profsss to
be the servants of Ohrist in their preachings to remember that tOUching
anecdotes are not the Gospel; that sensational preaching, and a lot of
talk about creature circumstances, creature conditions, and the like is
not preaching Ohrist; that the Gospel is a plain matter of fact, and t~ be
proclaimed as such in all its sublime simplicity, which needs not to be
mixed with the hateful affectation and nauseous sentimentality of the
creature. We know a display of these things produces feeling, but the
feeling is carnal, and the hearing well under such circumstances is nothing
but carnal excitement. Yet how very much hearing there is of this sort
and more often than not it is taken to be genuine! But let us conside;
what it really is to hear a sermon well. Why, surely it is to hear with
the heart; to have the word preached accompanied with the power of the
Holy Ghost to the soul; to be made under the ministry of the Gospel
spiritually to feed upon Ohrist. Nothing can make you hear well but this
divine power; and, if your soul is under the sweet influence of Qod's
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blessed Spirit in listening to the joyful sound, this is just what you will
be looking for-Ohrist in the word revealed to your soul. Not all the
remarkable anecdotes and touching incidents in the world will satisfy
you; not all the creature rubbish, affectation, sentimentality, or woeful
tales about the filthiness and depravity of your nature will feed you; nay,
nothing that the creature can say will make you rejoice, except it be Godinspired, and by God Himself conveyed to your soul. Now, friend, have
you ever heard the Gospel like this ? We charge you take no notice of
the various times when you have shed a tear of sympathy as the trials of
others have been related; did you ever shed a tear of soul-felt sympathy
over the sufferings of Ohrist? Nature can make you do the first, but
nature cannot bring you into fellowship with the sufferings of the Son of
God. Again, take no account here as to the various times at which your
heart has been moved by creature effort; but say if it has ever been made
to leap within you at the sound of the name of Jesus? Has the Word
when it has been preached come home to your heart, entered your very
soul, dispersed your darkness, broug'ht you into light, led you forth from
the valley, set your feet upon the rock, strengthened your weak hands,
confirmed your feeble faith, made you to sing for joy of heart, and helped
you to go on your way rejoicing? Have you in hearing the Word lost
sight of everything, yourself, and everybody else, and felt your soul
entirely taken up with Ohrist? Have you under the ministry gone empty,
and come away full? gone miserable, and come away comforted? gone
weak, and come away strengthened? gone cast down, and come away
lifted up? gone full of fears, and come away full of confidence? and that
not because the minister has been sensational, but because he has been
faithful (in knowing nothing amongst men save Jesus Ohrist and Him
crucified, and because the sweet unction of God the Holy Ghost has
rested upon the word. This is heal'ing well, hearing to the purpose,
hearing to the soul's benefit· and to the honour and glory of GOd; and we
are persuaded there is no hearing well short of this; and, if you have never
heard like this, you have never yet heard the Gospel well. You may hear
to admire the preacher's talent, to be deeply taken with his manner, to
be spell-bound with his earnestness, and moved to tears with his pathos;
but truly hearing you will lose sight of all this. The servant is lost sight
of because the presence of the Master is felt; and you admire Ohrist in
tl:te minister, and Ohrist in the ministry, because you feel His own divine
power in your heart. The Holy Ghost accompany the truth with power,
and apply it for Ohrist's sake. "HE THAT HATH AN EAR, LET HIM HEAR
WHAT THE SPIRIT SAITH UNTO THE OHURCHES" (Rev. iii. 22). AMEN.
Linslaae.
JOHN LINDSEY.

HINTS TO 'tHE PREAO:B:ER.-In preaching, do not so dilute the truth
with earthly fluids that thy people cannot even taste the good old wine
of the kingdom, which maketh glad the heart of man; but let them
have it as God has left it-unadulterated. Beware, too, of hiding the truth
as if thou wert ashamed, or afraid, of it, dressing it up in outward
adornments of earthly habiliments, embellishments, and rounded
periods, so that thy congregation is sent away admiring the beautiful
drapery thou hast used to make Ohrist attractive, instead of thy preaching His attractions and glorious truth.-J. Mile'!!.
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The Holy Bible. Oxford: Printed at the University Press. London:
Henry Frowde, Oxford University Warehouses, 7, Paternoster Row.
THIS is at once a gem and a marvel! The smallest Bible in the world!
The type is clear; the paper good. The entire Bible, neatly bound and
beautifully got up, under 3~ ounces, and sent through the post for a
penny! It deserves, as it undoubtedly will have, a vast circulation. It
is a beautiful gift· book, and may be carried in the breast-pocket without
inconvenience.
The Bible Reader' 8 AS8i8tant,. being a Complete Index and Concise
Dictionary of the Holy Bible. By the Rev. JOHN BARR. London:
Blackie and Son, Paternoster Buildings, E.C.
A VALUABLE book for the young student, Sunday-school teacher, and
district visitor. The volume is well classified, and affords a readiness of
reference that will render it of great service in Scriptural search and investigation.
Vox IJei,. or, Scripture Testimony Contt'asted with Ritualism, Romish and
Anglican. By WILLIAM FRIl'H, F.R.G.S., Minister of Trinity Evangelical Protestant Church, Gunnersbury, W. London: Protestant
Evangelical Mission, 5, Racquet Court, Fleet Street.
THIS is a very desirable book for circulation among schools and in
families at the present momentous crisis. Hmay help to meet the su\>tle
• and specious works which are continually being issued from the press,
and, because of their attractiveness and plausibility, are making such
deadly inroads upon the minds of the young and unsuspecting.
Brands Plucked from the Burning,. and How They were Saved: with Analogies and Examples of Christian Life and Character. By the Rev. J. H.
WILSON, author of "Our Moral Wastes, and How to Reclaim Them."
Lond0F1: John Snow, 35, Paternoster Row.

THIS work contains some marvellous records. Whilst there is much to
depress, there is much likewise to stimulate and encourage. It is just
one of thoee matter-of-fact books that entitles it to a wide circulation
and a thoughtful perusal.
Light From the FountaitJ of Life. London: The Book Society, 28, Paternoster Row. Bristol: W. Mack, 38, Park Street.

WE happen to know personally the painstaking compiler of this excellent work. It is the fruit of many years' careful, prayerful research;
and, since its object is to lead the reader from toe stl'eams to the fountain
itself, it is calculated to endear and enhance the SOurC9 whence such
copious and refreshing and invigorating streams filow. We cannot speak
in too high terms of this work, as most useful to the Bible student, district visitor, and Sunday-school teacher.

