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«Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble. by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God,"-2 COR. i. (.

PULPIT-TALK; OR, MONDAY'S RECOLLECTIONS OF
SUNDAY MORNING'S SERMON.
cc Whither is thy Beloved gone, 0 thou fairest among women? whithm'
is thy Beloved ttwned aside, that we ?nay seek Rim with thee? My Beloved
is gone down into His garden, to the beds qf spiccs, to feed in the gardens,
and to gather lilies."-SoL01l'lON'S SONG vi. 1,2.

DR. GILL states that the Jews were wont to consider the Songs of
Solomon so sacred a part of Scripture, that they called it the "holy
of holies; " and, lest any should abuse it, or turn it to carnal account,
it was forbidden to be read by any under the age of thirty years.
Upon the principle that gold is counterfeited, rather than the baser
metals, this precious portion of God's Word is perverted and abused;
but, read prayerfully and attentively, under the ministry of the Holy
Ghost, it is full of comfort and encouragement to the Lord's people.
As you are aware, I rarely venture to take a. text from the Songs of
Solomon, and for this reason: I feel I cannot come up to its standard,
for mark, whatever the changes and variations in experience, the bride
throughout retains her hold,. as, in the words of our text, she still
maintains her claim, "My Beloved;" yea, upwards of twenty times
in these Songs, she speaks in the same confident tone, " My Beloved! "
Although she had lost sight of her Beloved; He had withdrawn
Himself~ and she had gone in quest of Him, still, in His absence as
well as in His presence, she says," My Beloved." She did not, as,
alas! we too often do, "cast away her confidence." It was cc My
Beloved" amid all her changes.
Dear people, you were singing just now very sweetly and very
touchingly, "HEAVEN IS MY HOME!" Did you think of what you
were singing? Have you the Scriptural warrant for saying," Heaven
is my home?" With an open Bible before you, can you say,
"Heaven is my home? " Has the Lord in very deed stirred up your
nest here, so as to give you to feel that" this is not your rest; it is
polluted?" and have you your title-deeds to the home beyond-to
pp
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the" house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens? " Oh, if I
were to sit down now, without saying anything more; and it pleased
God to send you away, each asking his own heart and conscience~
"Is heaven my home?" under such circumstances our meeting
together would not have been in vain in the Lord.
But, as the Lord the Spirit may help me, I must lead you· to the
text.
Now, observe, it is an answer to an inquiry upon the part of the
"daughters of Jerusalem." These" daughters of Jerusalem" were
supposed to be young converts or inquirers. As is the case in the
Lord's earlier teachings, He leads the subjects of it to Cl se1{-rti.sc;ati8faction. They do not find in the world and from the world the
pleasure and the entertainment and the satisfaction which they had
realised aforetime. There is a blank and a void to which they had
previously been strangers; and, as they compare their own condition
with that of the followers of Jesus, as they see them to have a something which they themselves possess not, they are led to make
inquiries. Mark the first question," What is thy Beloved more than
another beloved, 0 thou fairest among women r 1vhat is thy Beloved
more than another beloved, that thou dost so charge us ? "
Observe, she has been talking of her Beloved, and how could she
help it? These Songs are very much those of r'eJiu'mbml1cc " she
could never forget the seasons she speaks of in the opening of the
second Song: "I sat down under His shadow with great delight, and
His fruit was sweet to my taste. He brought me to the banqueting-house, and His banner over me was love." She is addressed as
"the fairest among women." It is well when others recognise
the change both in conduct and conversation which Divine grace
produces.
In answer to the inquiry, the bride thus gives a most glowing
description of the Bridegroom: "My Beloved," she says, "is white
and ruddy, the chie/est among ten thousand;" and then, having
declared what the glories of His person are, she says: "His mouth
is most sweet; yea, He is aUogetlteJ' lovely." In her warmth and
exultation, she adds: "This is my Beloved, and this is my Friend~
o daughters of Jerusalem."
Having listened to her testimony concerning her Lord, and heard
from her lips what He was, the "daughters of Jerusalem," or young
converts, next inquire where He was?
" Whithm· is thy Beloved gone, 0 .thou fairest among [women?
whither is thy Beloved turned aside? "
;""",.... :..
This leads us to "the why" they ask: "that we may seek~Him
with thee."
This what.2 and tVheTe.2 and why.2 are blessedly combined in the
great plan of salvation; and we here see the blessed effects of
conferring the one with another. "Then they that feared the Lord
spake often one to another; and the Lord hearkened, and heard it :
and a book of remembrance was written before Him for them that
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feared the Lord, and that thought upon His name. And they shall
be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up my
jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that
serveth him" (Mal. iii. 16, 17.)
Although not now in the enjoyment of' her Lord's presence as
aforetime, yet the inquiries with respect to Him rouse and animate
her. Hence she says: "My Beloved is gone down into His garden,
to the beds of spices, to feed in the gardens, and to gather lilies."
This opens a vast field. The utmost I can do is to throw out a few
thoughts for you to think out "at your leisure.
In the first place, a garden is an enclosed and protected place. It
is-" A little spot enclosed by grace
Out of the w'orId's wild wilderness."

A garden is sheltered, to preserve it from rough winds and wintry
blasts.
A garden is sunny. In choosing a site for a garden, the o~ject ·is
to secure as much sunshine as possible. See the plants in certain
•
windows; they are open to the sun. Hence they thrive.
The garden of the Lord enjoys the clear shining of the Sun of
Righteousness. Here is the secret of health and progress.
A garden is a place of retreat and refreshment. Ho,v the man of
business resorts to his garden for retirement or relief from all the
distractions and worries of business life; and with what interest he
watches the progress of the plants and shrubs he has planted!
What an act of condescension and grace that the King of kings
and Lord of lords should leave His eternal throne, and come down
and tabernacle in our flesh! that He should serve and suffer in our
very nature! that He should make a garden for Himself down herein this wicked world!
" My Beloved is 'gone down into His garden," says the bride; by
which we understand, as the gardens in Solomon's time and in those
localities were laid out in terraces, the Beloved had gone down into
one of the lower parts of His garden, there to visit the lowly and the
weak and the frail of His own right-hand planting. He had gone·
down to their low estate and condition. He knew that these delicate'
plants needed the greater care and attention. Hence" He had gone
down into His garden."
Mark you, it was "His garden "-His by the gift of the Father,
and His by purchase; and oh, what a purchase! at what a price did
He purchase His garden! even at the price of His own hea.rt's
blood! "Ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and
gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a Lamb without
blemish and without spot." And, think you, would He lose ought
of His inheritance, when purchased at such a price? Oh, no.
The bride speaks with satisfaction, "He is gone down into His
garden," as if to account for His absence, as far as she herself was
concerned; at the same time admiring Him for His love, His interest
p
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in, and devotedness to, the weak and the frail and the delicate in the
lower and more obscure parts of His garden.
Beloved, what teaching there is here! "He will not break the
bruised reed, nor quench the smoking flax, but will bring forth judgment unto victory." How lovingly and tenderly does the Good
Shepherd attend upon the weaklings of His fold! It was foreshown
of Him that He should "feed His flock like a shepherd; He should
gather the lambs with His arm, and carry them in His bosom, and
should gently lead those that were with young."
By the "beds of spices," I understand those of His people, more
particularly, who are under His afflictive hand. They are laid, it
may be, upon beds of pain and languishing; and there, in a way of
submission and acquiescence and contentment, they exhibit the
graces of the Spirit, They emit, as it were, a sweet odour. He sees
and admires the fruits of the Spirit's work in the heart. There is no
repining nor fretfulness nor rebellion, but a falling into His blessed
hands, with a "Do with me as shall seem good in Thy sight;"
"The cup that my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it?"
'This spirit of submission and surrender is as acceptable to the Lord
as the sweet smell of spices.
Oh, it is wonderful to contemplate the power of the Lord and the
faithfulness of the Lord, in regard to the afflictions of His people!
How He supports and sustains them in the midst of severe trial and
long and painful visitations! His giving them strength equal to I
their day, and making His grace sufficient for them when wearisome
days and almost sleepless nights are appointed unto them, is something wonderful. " Shall we receive good at the hand of God, and
shall we not receive evil?" said Job; and "It is good for me that
I have been afflicted," said the Psalmist.
Now this recognition of His hand, in His afflictive dispensations,
is well pleasing to the Lord. These utterances in time of trouble are
to Him as a sweet-smelling savour. He loves to visit these "beds
of spices." From them glory redounds to His blessed and everadorable name. Here the bride brings forth fruit to His praise;
and it would be well could she remember that the short moment of •
the time-state is the only opportunity she will ever have of thus
showing forth the power, the faithfulness, and the all-sufficiency of
her Lord. " Unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only
believe on Him, but also to SUFFER for His sake."
"To feed in the gardens"-the various sections of His one Church.
He not only feeds His people, but, as it were, partakes with them.
" I have gathered my myrrh with my spice: I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey; I have drunk my wine with my milk: eat, 0
friends; drink, yea, drink abundantly, 0 beloved."
"And to gather lilies." Mark, it does not say "pluck" them,
but "gather" them, and that, too, with such a tender, loving,
gentle hand.
In these days, when city men go to business with a flower in their
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breast-and I like to see it-we can readily conceive how they
watchc<l the progress of the flowers which they pm'posed ere long to
carry; nor will they gather them till they reach their prime. So
the Lord watches the progress of His lilies, nor will He gather them
until He sees they are ready for gathering; and then with what
gentleness and tenderness He gathers them. If He has attended
them with so much care, and exercised so much patience and painstaking in their growth and progress, be assured He will run no risks
nor imperil them in the gathering. He has planted them and nurtured them with a purpose; nor will He allow that purpose to be
frustrated. "Those that be planted in the house of the Lord shall
flourish in the courts of the Lord." These lilies shall adorn His
mediatorial crown for ever!
Did time permit, I should like to touch upon the several senses in
which this word" gather" applies; but I love to think of it in the
sense here given of the Lord's gathering home His people. We
have lately spoken to you upon the "dissolving" mentioned in the
fifth chapter of the second of Corinthians. I love the word as there
given. " Dissolved"-so gentle, so imperceptible, as it were; just
like snow so very gradually disappearing; so the Lord so gently,
lovingly, considerately, and compassionately takes down the earthly
tabernacle-pin by pin. With such a delicate touch He" gathers
His lilies."
The Lord has very recently gathered one of "His lilies," formerly
a regular attendant at this church, but has since been removed to a
distant part of the town. She has been long and deeply afHicted. I
had not the opportunity of seeing her during her illness; but I was
glad to hear that one of my loved congregation took her a copy of my
little book, "Walks and Talks with J esus." Upon the morning of her
funeral, I was happy to be informed that she had read it through again
and again. It is a great comfort to me to feel, now my imperfect
labours among you are nearly closed, that my feeble testimony for God
and truth will not die with me; but that, by means of the press, it
will be published far and wide.
We have followed another member of the congregation to the
silent grave during the past week. In my visits to her from time to
time, she used continually to speak of the goodness of God, in His
protection and provision, throughout a long life. In days when God
and His kind providence are so much set aside, I am always glad of
such a testimony.
But our text further says: "I am my Beloved's; and my Beloved
is mine."
In the sixteenth verse of the second Song, it says, " My Beloved is
mine, and I am His." Now I venture to think that the verse before
us is a step in advance. It is a wonderful thing to be able to say of
the Lord of life and glory, "My Beloved is mine;" but such a poor
worthless creature to be able to exclaim, "I am my Beloved's," I
think is a more wonderful thing still.

510

Tlte Gospel lVIagazine.

If we look, however, to the tenth verse of the seventh Song, we
have, I think, a yet greater marvel: " I am my Beloved's, and Ins
desi?·c is toward mc." This is wonderful, indeed! '1'0 think that it
should be said of the great, the gloriou<l, the etemal J ehovah-Jesus,
with respect to a poor sinful, crawling, worthless worm of the earth,
"'His clesi1"e i8 toward me.' He has from all eternity h:l.ll loving
thoughts about me; yea, has ordered all and everything concerning- me;
yea, 'His clesirl1 1:,~ toward mc.' His heart is fixed upon me, nor will
He be satisfied until He conducts me safely home to His everlasting
habitation" ! :Mark the languftge of the forty-fifth Psalm: "Hearken,
o daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear; forget also thine own
people, and thy father's house; so shall t/i!' jCIII(1 greatly desi}'!' thy
beauty; for He is thy Lord, and worship thou Him." Aga,in, in the
eighth of Proverbs, speaking under the charar;ter of vVisdom, we read,
"The Lord possessed me in the beginning of His way, before His
works of old. I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or
ever the earth was.
Then I was by Him, as one brought
up with Him; and I was daily His delight, rejoicing always before
Him; rejoicing in the ha,bitable part of His er,rth, (11/([ 111./1 dcligltts
wcre with tltc sons of men."
Oh, what can we say of such astounding facts? How poor are our
thoughts, and still poorer our language, upon such a vast and glorious
theme as this: "I£is desire is toward me "-me, even me !
" Oh. for such love let rocks and hills
Thp.ir lasting silence break;
And all harmonious hum::m tongues
The Saviour's praises speak."

St.

D~kc'E,

Bedminster, Att:;. 29, 1876.

THE EDITOR.

THE CRY OF A WEARY ONE.
SAVIOUR, if it be Thy will,
Take this heavy cross from me ;
Or, if I must bear it still,
May I bear it cheerfuUy.
In this cup of spirit-pain
Mingle thoughts of Thy deep love;
Raise my heart from earth to beaven,
Fix it on the rest above.

Known to Thee, the dark, dark past;
Known my sins of crimson dye;
Lord, I would not, if I could,
.
Hide ought from Thy pitying eye.
Thou art still the sinner's Friend;
Still Thy love as strong and deep
Aswhen Thou didst come from heaven
To this carth to save Tb.y sheep.

Thou alone canst sympathise,
Thou alone canst comlort me ;
Light my cross in others' eyes.
But its weight is known to Thee.
Known to Thee each spirit-pang.
Known the dark foreboding fears
Which oft crowd and press around
When I think of future years.
Years, perchance, tbis cross to bear;
Years of woe and swelling grief;
Human friends can not assuage,
Only That! eanst gin' rc·lief'.

Now as deep as when Thou didst
Stand f01' us beforc Oui' God;
Bear f01' us Thy Father's curseShec1for ~!S rrhy precious blood.
Jesus, I am tired and faint,
Let me lean upon. 'rhy breast;
Whisper to me words of love,
Then my weary soul shall rest.
May I, if it be Thy will,
S0011 my burden lay aside;
Then in Thine own image make
Me Si:llcss, free, and satisfied. ISA.
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UNFOLDINGS OF CHRIST.
"Havl:ng obtained ete1'1~al redemption for Its."-HEBREW8 ix. 12.
BRETHREN, this is what we want, as children of God, amidst life's worry
and toil, the unfoldings of' a precious Ohrist, sealed home by the power
of the Holy Spirit, so that we may be satisfied "JIe lIatlt obtained eternal
redemption for 118;" those sweet revelations of love which melt us before
Him, and bring us to very nothingness in self; those displays of His
person and work that make us to see how secure we are in Him; those
peeps through the lattices at Him which remind us of our home
with Him, and cheer us as we think that this is not our rest. Y tiS, there
is a reality about such unfoldings which far outweighs all sentiments and
opinions and speculations about religion. It is the religion of eternal
;redemption for us, a relig·ioll of personal revolations and appropriation
that the panting child of God requires, and nothing short of this will
satisfy.his need. "My heart and my flesh crieth out for the living God."
It is with such desires we have again looked up to the Lord to enable us
to write words that may be blessed to anxious ones. " Feed the flock of
God" was Pet'3r's advice to the elders of the Ohurches. Ob, to do this,
we must be fed ourselves, and out of the abundance of the heart speak
and testify of those thin~s we have handled and tasted; and, in pleading
and wrestlinp; with the Lord that we may again be His instrument in
His hands to do so, we have been much struck with how every minute
1) articular of the orderings under the Levitical dispensation foreshadowed
Christ, and how from the very creation of the world to the end of time
the eternal Father's milld was and is upon His co-equal Fellow, the Lord
.T esus Ohrist. E~pe(;i'111y is this seen in the five offerings directed by the
Lord to be made to Him-the burnt offering, the meat, peace, SIll, and
trespass offerings. This is a large subject, and, of course, the limits
allowed us here only enable us to touch upon a few of the details of these
offerings as bringing out the character and work of our dear Redeemer,
and the precious l'esult that He has obtained eternal redemption for us.
But, whatever is penned, may all redound to His glory, who is worthy of
all adoration and praise.
First, then, as to "THE BURNT OFFERING," which was the chief sacrifice
ordered by the Lord. The animal was to be killed and prepared by
those who brought it. The priest was to sprinkle the blood and burn the
sacrifice on the altar. What a pointing to the Lord Jesus Christ, the
Lamb slain from the foundation of the world, and who by His bloodshedding has made an atonement for all His people! And we shall see this
more fully as we refer to some of the ordained details, for everythinp;
that pertained thereto was of divine ordering, and to be strictly carried
-out, because of its important fruition and unfolding. For instance, it
was to be of the cattle, even of' the herd of the fold, and the one selected was
"to be a male without blem.ish. It was not to be the fierce lion, the subtle fox,
the voracious dog, the filthy swine, or the venomous serpent; all these are
unclean. No, it was to be of the herd, and without blemish. Sweet
setting forth of our dear Lord! "Forasmuch as ye know that ye were
not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, but with the
[lrecious blood of Ohrist, as of a Lamb without blemish and without
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spot;" and, as He was without blemish, so was the work He did without
a flaw-no part wanting, nothing superfluous, nor any spot on it. It
requires not man to put a finger to it; nothing can be added to it or taken
from it; .. ye are complete in Him; "reminding us that all thatHe did was
for His Church, and that He might present it to Himself a glorious
Church, "not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing, but that it
should be holy and without blemish." His person, then, and His work
were without blemish.
Again, IT WAS TO BE A MALE: "Let him offer a male." Here we
get at the idea of excellency and strength. Not a female, which would be
an emblem of weakness and dependency, but a male, powerful and
strong. And what saith the Scriptures? "Who is this that cometh from
Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah? this that is glorious in His
apparel, travelling in the greatness of His strength? I that speak in
righteousness, mighty to save." And, when"the "Lo! I come," did come,
and fulfil His mission, note His own testimony conveyed in His parting
words to His disciples, "All power is given unto me in heaven and in
earth." It was to be a male, powerful and strong, mighty to save; nG
weak Saviour, but an all-sufficient one.
Again, THE LAYING ON OF THE HANDS ON THE HEAD OF TIlE SACRIFICE
WAS NEVER TO BE OMITTED, intimating the transfer of the guilt from the
sinner to the sacrifice.
It is not recognising this fact that often
plunges us into a vortex of uncertainty with regard to the pardon of our
sins. How often do we hear the child of God exclaiming, "Oh, my
sins-those sins of my youth, those sins of unregeneracy, or, even since I
have known the Lord, those uprisings of my own deceitful heart!" Now,
such tenderness on account of sin is not to be checked; but yet, where it
prevails to distress and harass the child of God, such an one is forgetting
this blessed word" transfer." They have been laid upon the head of the
Sacrifice, and their guilt is removed. Says the Lord, "I have blotted out thy
sins;" and, if a man is rightly directed, this is what he wants to know--" I
am in the midst of life's turmoil; I have to do business in the world, and
with it; I cannot get out of my position j here I am, and I know time is
hastening me onwards to eternity j but I have calmness and inward peace
if I can feel that my sins are forgiven, and that Jesus died for me. Oh,
to realize this more and more-eternal redemption for me, even me! "
Then there was the precept for killing the sacrifice THE NORTH SIDE OF'
THE ALTAR, which surely had further respect to the death of Christ, who
was crucified on Mount Oalvary, which lay north of Jerusalem. "Beautiful
for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is Mount Zion; on the sides of the
north the city of the great King." Oh, what a memorable scene was that
on the sides of the north, when the great King Himself suffered the death
of deaths for His people! in whom we have redemption through His
blood, all pointing to this great fact.
And then the sacrifice was to be slain AT TilE DOOR OF THE TABERNACLE;
thus was it to be done openly. "Art thou only a stranger," said Oleopas
to his unknown Mas~er, who had become his companion, "and hast not
known the things which are come to pass in these days?" as if he would
say, "Why, all was done openly enough j nothing in a corner." Jesus
of Nazareth was crucified betweon two thieves, and in the midst of the
people; and was there not a purpose in this? Was it not in fulfilment
of prophecy and promise, and to substantiate the same in the presence
of many witnesses?
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Again, THE ALTAlt WAS TO BE SPRINKLED WITH THE BLOOD. Beloved, ye
are come to Jesus, drawn to Him by divine calling, to the Mediator of the
new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that speaketh " better things"
than that of Abel. Have you not heard the better things of the blood
of sprinkling, and realized them, too? as, for instance, pardon, peace, joy,
liberty, happiness. Oh, what gratitude we owe Him! what love should
abound for Him, who hath obtained eternal redemption for us !
"That dear blood for sinners spilt
Sbows my sin in all its guilt;

ill'

Ab !
soul, He bore tby load;
Thou hll,st slain the Lamb of God."

Yes, my sins nailed Him to the tree. Oh, to love Him more, who has
manifested such love for me !
But, more than this, the sacrifice was TO BE FLAYED AND CUT IN
PIECES, setting forth the sufferings of Christ-cut in pieces, every part
affected. He was a Man made up of sorrow from Bethlehem to Calvary,
acquainted with grief fully and in all its depths. We go sometimes
ankle-deep, sometimes waist-deep, sometimes neck-deep; but He had to·
say, "All Thy billows~are gone over me "-every part affected.
And then there was THE DISPOSITION OF THE SEVERAL PARTS, which brings
us to the deepest of all depths of suffering-the precious body of our Lord
arranged on the hideous cross as it lay upon the ground; and then His'
feet nailed, and His hands nailed to this frightful cross-beam, the w'hole
raised and jerked into its socket. How the Pl'otestant (so-called) ladies
of dear old EnglanLl like representations of this hideous gibbet hung
round their necks we cannot conceive. The writer is obliged to try and
forget the instrument of torture, and think of the meek and obedient
Sufferer.
Then, again, the OFFERING WAS TO BE WHOLLY CONSUMED BY FIRE,
setting forth the wrath of His Father, which fell upon Him as Surety
for his Church. Well might He exclaim, "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?
My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me?"
And then all the typical offering WAS TO BE BURNED' 'AS A ),{EMORIAL," to
put the Lord in remembrance of His covenant promise, and to point to
the sacrifice of Christ. "Remember all my offerings, and accept my
burnt offerings," was David's prayer; upon which ground he pleads for the
fulfilment of covenant blessings in his experience-a very precious way of
pleading with God. So, again and again, is it said these offerings should
be as A SWEET SAVOUlt UNTO THE LORD, to ascend or go up. A sweet savour
because they satisfied God, pacified every attribute, was the thing, and
the only thing, to meet all the requirements of heaven. How different
to the offerings of men, which are not according to the mind and will of
God, and can never pa~ify Him. On the contrary, see Isaiah iii. 24 r
Jeremiah vi. 20, which will show how obnoxious to Him are sacrifices
opposed to His divine ordering.
But we must not omit one thing with regard to the meat offering,
namely, when the persons were too poor to offer of the herd, it might be of
the flock; or, when too poor for this, it might be an offering of turtle
doves or of young pigeons; pointing as much to the Lord Jesus Christ,
and showing us that God is no respecter of persons. Salvation is not for the
rich or the learned merely, but for the poor and the needy; that is to say,
made spiritually poor and needy by the felt discipline of the Holy Spirit.
Then, further, there was THE MEAT OFFERING; this also was prepared
by the people and offered by the priest.
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FINE FLOUR WAS TO BE USED j and does not this point to the purity and
excellence of Ohrist, as well as to His beinD' the Source of divine sustenance to His people? "For my flesh is ~eat indeed, and my blood is
drink indeed. He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth
in me, and I in him. As the living Father hath sent me, and I live by
the Father, so he that eateth me even he shall live by me. rrhis is that
bread which came down from heaven: he that oateth of this bread shall
live for ever." With such testimony we can understand the meat offering
being called "the bread of' God j " that j s typical of Him who is the
"~read of Life" (Lev. xxi. 8). Ah! and what a stay to the soul is
the pure wheaten bread of the Gospel. Awn.y with the mouldy bread of
the fathers, and the worm-eatBIl brout1 of' tl'aditioml! Away with the
light bread of free-will, and tho inflated mixture of creature doings!
We want the solid sustenance of a precious Ohrist, and living souls
cannot be satisfied with anything short of it. The bread of Godthe manna which comes from above-heavenly bread is what we must
have.
Then, again, OIL WAS ALWAYS TO BE MINGLED WITl'l: IT, setting forth that
the influences of the Spirit are always necessary j and" oil" is a sweet
emblem of the Holy Spirit. FOl' instance, it is soft, melting the heart
in contrition bofore God. Has thy heart, reader, been thus softened by
divine grace, and made tender and susceptible? It is the oil of the Spirit
at work within. Again, it is smooth in its operation, soothing in its eirects.
Rast thou not known what it is to be excited under Rome trial? yea, even
rash in utterances and conduct? but the oil of the Spirit has flowed in
and calmed the mind. Again. £t is penetrating, says the Apostle Paul;
for the Word of God is quick and powerful, and sharpcr than a twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunuer of soul and spirit,
and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and
intents of the heart. It is healing. When circumstances disturb the peace
()f the child of God, and clamorous care galls his poor heart, how sweet
it is to open the Word of God and get the application of some promise
or portion by the Holy Spirit! how: healing it is in its effect! and how,
for the time at least, the care is forgotten; or, at all events, does not look
so mighty and big! It ~:s consoling-·nothing more so when the heart is
wounded, and tlle poor thing beaten with the stripes of slander and unkindness. Oh, how soothing when the good Samaritan appears by the
side of the wayfarer, and pours oil into his wounds, gives him divine
~upport, and reminds him that He is his friend to the end! And then oil
is used for lamps. ,Vithout its continued supply the light becomes dim.
Oh, we want the golden oil flowing clown the golden pipes from the
headship of a precious Christ. and then our lamps will burn brightly
with the gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit. And then, lastly, with
regard to the oil, ££ ~'s c.dmclcd by presses. The g'rapes must be brought
to the press to obtain the juice j the olives must bo trodden to get the
oil; the grain must be put into the press-fat (IIaggai ii. 16) to yield
the extract.
Ah, dear reader, the Ohristian often experiences that the gifts and graces
-of the Holy Spirit are extracted by the pressure of an all-wise discipline;
and sometimes that pressure is hard to endure; nevertheless, the result
will prove that.
"His purposes will ripen fast,
The hud ma.y have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the :Bower."
Unfolding every hour;
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But, passing from the oil that was to be mixed with the flour in the
sacriflce-a very precious and significant fact-we notice another
feature of the Lord's ordering, namely, that frankincense was also to
be added to the ojj'en·IZ.(j, representing the intercession of Ohrist. I
cannot word my want before the throno; I can only sigh out its
Deed; but the Advocate puts it in the right form., pleads my canse in a
successful way, "ever liveth to make intercession for me," and through
His blood cleansing all my poor prayers ascend. as frankincense and a
savour of life divine, well-pleasing in the sight of the eternal Father,
gaining me the needed blessing from the throne. And. marl;:, reader, if
the need is only according to the caprice of the creature, and something
that is not for our good to obtain, Jesus will purge our prayer of that
creature want. Then, alas! we rebel; for, like a peevish child, we want
our own way. Oh! by-and-bye methinks one of the things we shall
learn is, tho wisdom of the Lord's withholdillgs, and in His not letting
us have our way, but carrying out His own. One thing is certain, His
way is "paved with love," and laid down in wisdom, and one that will
lead us safely on to glory.
And then another important feature in the sacrifice is, that salt was
put ~tpon every offering-an emblem of that which is lasting. In this is
our mercy, that in Ohrist we have to do with that which is everlasting.
Everything of an earthly character is subject to decay, but His Word
abideth for ever.
And then, notice that on~1j part of tlw meat ~ffe1"in,(j was burnt, the rest
reserved for food for the priests-I think to show us that Ohrist is the
Bread of Life to those who minister, and to those who are ministered
unto. And there may be implied, also, the care that the Lord would have
used for the support and maintainance'of His ministering servants, which
agrees with 1 Oorinthians ix. 13, H. Still we think the hidden meaning
is in chief that the ministers are themselves to feed. upon Ohrist; and a
poor flavourless ministry it is where this is not tho case. Many of those
who pt'each have not themselves tasted and handled the goocl things of
eternal life, and how can they give what they have not l'eceived? hence
sentiments are expounded whic~l afford DO food for hungry souls.
"The truths by which the soul is fed
Must all be had afresh;

I ForWillnotions
resting on the head
ouly feed the flesh."

Oh, reader, it is the unfolding of a precious Ohrist we want! Such
teaching only can lift up the soul above the things anCi. cares of this life.
And then, while thinking of poor needy souls, we remember that the
meat offering was appointed in consideration of the poor, that they who
themselves lived upon bread and cakes might offer an acceptable offering
unto God. There was, too, the acknowledgment of tne mercy of God
in tlwir food.
We cannot be too mindful of the fact that our God is fulfilling His
promise, "Thy bread shall be given, and thy waters sure;" and that,
at all events, the barrel of meal has not become exhausted, nor the cruise
of oil run out, notwithstanding all our forebodings and fears. May He
forgive us for our want of faith.
But just a word or two upon THE PEACE OFFERLl"VG, which pointed to a
very precious fact, namely, that the believer in the Lord Jesus Ohrist
beholding his sins laid on the Lamb of God, realises that He is ·our Peace
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Offering, and has reconciled us to God. "All things are of God who hath
reconciled us to Himselfby Jesus Ohrist." I pray you mark these words,
and the way the Scriptures put it. We hear constantly of an irreconciled
God. God never was irreconciled to His people. Though they fell in
Adal1l, He loved them, notwithstanding all. His is an unchangeable
love; it is the sinner who becomes by sovereign grace and divine leading
reconciled to God. He hath reconciled us to Himself bv Jesus Ohrist.
And then, note that the peace offering was laid upon the" burnt ~lJim;ng,
showing that the peace of God's elect is built upon the atonement of
Ohrist. A religion without the atonement is a myth and delusion, "and
without the shedding of blood there is no remission." No; the atonement
of Ohrist is the centre of all, and from which all spiritual blessings issue.
I have no peace unless I can lay the hand of faith upon Jesus, who
offered Himself up for us all. To whom can we look but unto Him?
He has done all in the sinner's stead; and, as I see this with opened eyes,
and believe it with an understanding heart, I have peace.
Again, it would seem that while the burnt offerings were wholly consumed, and part of the meat offering was reserved for the priest, the
peace offering was divided between the priests and offerers, and formed
a feast for the Lord, His priests, and His people together. Our blessed
Lord makes Himself one with sinners; this astonished th.e Scribes and
Pharisees. "This Man eateth with publicans and sinners." In the Oanticles
it is blessedly put, "He feedeth among the lilies." Yes, His delight
is to be in the midst of His own, in the midst of His little and lowly
ones. He came not to save the righteous, but sinners. Wondrous condescension and love!
Now, with regard to the other oflerings, time and space forbids our
enlal·ging. vVe only mention ana cluster together all these facts concerning these offerings, to show how all foreshadowed the work and
person of our dear Redeemer, and the all-glorious truth that He " obtainer!
eternal redemption for us."
.
Just brieflY,review them with us, dear reader. In the burnt offering
it was to be t'l!e herd of the fold which was to be sacrificed, and that a.
male without blemish. The hand was to be laid upon the sacrifice, intimating the transfer of the guilt, and the victim slain on the north side
of the altar, at the door of the tabernacle; the altar was to be sprinkled
with the blood. It was to be Bayed and cut in pieces-every part affectedand a careful deposition made of the several parts, and then to be wholly
consumed by fire, and to be burned as a memorial to go up a sweet
savour unto the Lord. If the persons were too poor to offer the herd, a.
sheep of the flock, or turtle doves, or young pigeons were to be substituted; all of which we have shown is a clear pointing to the Lord Jesus
Ohrist, and to His having obtained eternal redemption for His bloodbought people. The Eame with the meat offering-fine flour was to be
used-setting forth the purity and excellence of our Lord, as well as to
His being a source of sustenance to His people. Oil was to be mingled
with the offering, denoting the necessity of the unction of the Holy
Ghost-a precious emblem, setting forth the softening, soothing,
penetrating, healing, comforting, and enlightening power of the blessed
Spirit of God. Frankincense was to be added, representing the intercession of our High Priest; and salt to be put in every offering, an
emblem of that which is lasting-all of which pointed to the
person and work of our blessed Saviour applied by the power of
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the Holy Spirit. In the peace offering, which was to be laid upon
the burnt offering, we trace the reconciliation that the atonement of
Christ has brought between the sinner and his God; while the other
offerings were significant in all their points as bringing out in its fulness
the fact that Jesus has obtained eternal redemption for us.
Then if we traced on throughout the Word of God, wo should see how
throughout the mind of the eternal God w~s upon His co-equal and
co-eternal Fellow, the Lord Jesus Ohrist, till we come to the appointed
time of His incal'llation, when good old Simeon, one among the few, discerned the unfolding and fulfilment of all in the person of Ohrist when he
took the Babe in his arms: "Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart
in peace, according to Thy Word: for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation," &c. In the Babe in his arms he saw all the fulfilment of his long
cherished hopes. Blessed realization this!
And may we not here say that increased unfoldings of Jesus were
manifested in His earthly life and career? I know it is thought by
some, that when our blessed Lord entered the body that was prepared
for Him and assumed our nature, He entirely laid aside His
Godhead and became verily man. That He did become verily man
there cannot be a shadow of doubt, and we can say in reference to His
growth in stature, "Ecce Homo! "-behold the man; but how could Hfl
lay aside his Godhead? Nay, it always seems to us that the Godhead
power burst forth constantly in His career; and, if anything, the difficulty
was to keep it under. Was it not by the Godhead power that He overcame
the tempter ?-" Thou shall not tempt the Lord thy God." Was it not by
the same power that He turned the water into wine at the marriage of
Cana, drove out the sellers from the temple, cast out devils, healed the
diseased, restored the withered hand, 'raised the widow's son from the
dead, cured the woman who had been suffering for twelve years with an
issue of blood, fed the five thousand with five barley loaves and two
small fishes, walked upon the surface of the ocean, bid the waves be
still, and there was a great calm; and, above all, stood at the tomb of
Lazarus, and bid the dead arise and come forth? Were not all these
miraclos performed by his Godhead power, and was He not then unfolding to His timid and hard-to-believe disciples that He was the "very
God of very God" ?
So have we brought our unfoldings of Jesus to the life and to the
cross; let faith look up and eye Him in His ascended and triumphant
glory, and see how fully He has developed all that preceded, pointed,
and pourtrayed Him. We need not go back to these things, only in
review; to practice them is absurd.
Fully does St. Paul's Epistle to the Hebrews show us that all the
sacrifices and ceremonies under the law were only types and shadows of
better things to come; and that, as all these had their accomplishment
in Ohrist, the shadows must flee away; therefore any return to the offerings and symbols which set forth Him who was to come we do not
hesitate to affLrm is positively wicked, and is an attempt to dethrone Him
who is "All and in all." What we have now to do, as believers in the
Lord Jesus Ohrist, is to gain by faith the results of that redemption
obtained for us, and plead with Him for those fresh unfoldings of the glory
of His person and perfection of His work which brings us to see how
completely He is our salvation. Oh! how I wish that every future page
in one's life's history was marked by a fresh unfolding of Ohrist-a fresh
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faith's view of Him-the Gospel sealed home by the power of the Holy
Ghost. This is what we need, for" Though to our lot temptations fall ;
Though pain, and want, and cares annoy;
The precious Gospel sweetens all,
And yields us medicine, food, and joy."
Dear reader, that you and I may thus gaiu increased unfoldings of a
precious Christ is the desire of yours in Him that is true,
~~
QQ
THE CRYING CHILD.
PASSING a row of cottages with little garden-plots before them, at one of
them was a little child, sheddiug loud and bitter tears. I stopped and
asked the poor child what was the matter. Its only answer was in
plaintive looks and c;:ies, and, with upliftod hands, trying to open the
gate leading to the cottage. No sooner did I open this, than the child
made its way into the house.
"Perhaps there's a fire in the grate, and the child will be burnt to
death," or words to that effect, came from a man standing on the opposite
side of the road.
"That's what I was afraid of," was my l'eply, as I directly stepped
back to see if anyone were really in the house. A woman, however,
coming to the door at the moment satisfied me upon this point; and I
was pleased to see how the little one's tears were driod, and the satisfaction with which she stood beside her who, I doubt not, was her mother.
As I walked away, "They cry I1bout little things," said the same man
who before had spoken.
"And so did we," was my reply, ,. when we were young."
As I walked on, however, I thought, "It was not such a little matter,
after all, that the poor child cried about. It was shut out from its home,
and that is, as it were, to shut it out of everything; for what is anything
without home?" And I thought what a vast and what a comprehensive
word was that word home! How certain relationships and precious kindred t~es are included in it. What a proof of the power of home had
just been given in the prompt and efl:'ectual way in which that child's
tears had, as in a moment; ceased!
Again, I thought, "It will not he such a tri:€ling matter as has just
been represented with respect to those who shall at last be left outside."
"Ah!" thought I, "what bitter tears will be shed when that solemn
state of things of which we read shall come to pass, 'And while they
went to buy, the Bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in
with Him to the marriage: amI tlte door' was s7mt. Afterward came also
the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us. But He answered and
said, Verily I say unto you, I know -you not. Watch therefore, for
ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh ' ? "
Passing onward, moreover, I had further proof of the truth of these
words. But two or three days before, I had called at the house of
mourning. There lay the corpse of one who, a few days previously,
had left his home in his usual health. He was never to re-cross that
t~reshold. Ere the day closed he fell a prey to accident, leaving his
WIfe a widow, and his seven little children fatherless.
D.
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PLEASANT MEMORIES.-No. X.
".A. Capt£vc removing to and fj'o." - ISAIAll xlix. 2l.
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SWEET memories of God's gra.cious leading through intricate paths, when
I was like Zion-desolate, bereft of children, and as " a captive removing
to and fro." Sweet promises supporting the fainting heart-promises fulfilled and in course of fulfilment. How true the words of .Paul, "Now
we know in part and prophesy in p3,rt; but when that which is perfect is
come, that which is ill pm t shall be done away." Zion is a captive in a
double sense-held fast by her oppressors who would not let her go, and
as the Lord's prisoner, held fast by His hand of power, shut up, and
hedged up as'a gardon, enclosed" as a spring shut up, and a fountain
sealed." Far different is the COose of the soul ., dead in trespasses and
sins," who is a slave of Satan, a captive to sill awl the world. Happy
soul, who is delivered from sucll a dreadful yoke, and led captive under
the yoke of Ohrist to serve Him in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter.
"A Captive removing to and fro." "For the oppression of the poor, for
the sighing of the needy, now will I arise, saitll the Lord; I will set
him on high from him that puffeth at him." How often does the occasion
for God's uprising on behalf of His poor and needy ones occur in the
course of their homeward journey! And it is just when they are ready
to perish-when they are at the last gasp, as we say-" when heart
and strength faileth "-that the Lord becomes experimentally "the
Strength of their hearts, and their Portion for ever." It was at such a
time in my life, when all resources failed me, when all paths were blocked
up, that it seemed to me as with Job, "He hedgeth my way with
thorns; He hath buildccl against me; He hath enclosed my steps with
hewn stones; " and with David's f'olitnry one, "I found no way, no city
to dwell in ;" and my companion, looking round upon our little family,
began to 8ay, ""Vhere shall we find food in tlle wilderness?" and
unbelief was ready to suggest, " Can God spread a table in the wilderness?" Yes, it was tllen, when I had been brought to say, "If the Lord
have pleasure in me, then He will deliver me; and if not, let Him do
what seemeth Him good." Then there appeared a little cloud like a
man's hand-it was in the shape of a telegram from an unexpected
quarter. But the Lord had been preparing my way for months, thongh
1 knew it not; and, in obedience to the call, I entered the open door, and
for twelve Sabbaths preached the Word to some hundreds of souls. There
was an effectual door and marry ad versaries; but the Lord used His own
Word. He sent deliverance to some of His captives, and caused the
hearts of many to rejoice. Then the oil stayed; my work was done, and
I returned to my place; yet, to this day, do I bless God for that deliverance which was both spiritual and providential, and prepared the
way for others, which has been as a continuous shower of blessings
ever since.
".L1.. Captive si£ll moving to and fro." The Lord's prisoner, led about by an
invisible but all-powerful hand. Once led mysteriously into the company
of a few disciples in an obscure tOlVn; there were but eight in the
assembly, and a sermon was being preached. After they had finished
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I spoke to them, and they soon found the heart beating in unison with
their hearts, and I promised to visit them on the following Sunday. I
did so, and the succeeding one also; and, by the blast of' the Gospel
trumpet, the people of the Lord were assembled from all parts, and the
llOuse was filled with worshippers-hungr.v souls, who came many miles
to hear the Word, and thus a new door was opened for the "Captive
moving to and fro."
I shall not soon forget two visits to two dear old pilgrims-both, I
believe, over eighty; both blind, and both weak and tender ones; but
both looking across the stream to the better country, with a joyful hope
and a desire" to depart and be with Christ," though troubiedat times with
many doubts. One had been an enemy to the little cause, and, after he had
spoken so sweetly of his hope in Jesus, he said, "But oh, when I look on
the other side-what I have been, and what I have done!" Ah, it is true we
have, in the retrospect of the past, to take shame and confusion of face to
<lurselves. We look back with self-loathing, with self-abhorrence, which
enhances the greatness of the grace which saves us.
Would the reader like to know the kind of message I had to deliver to
these poor people, which so kindled their heart's love, and made their
plain little cottage chapel like a palace-a Bethel? I will tell them. .It
was founded on Zech. iii. 9, 10. It was concerning the stone which
J ehovah laid before J oshua-a most precious stone-a sure foundationa stone engraven, not by the hand of man, but by God-the engraving
symbolical-·seven eyes-and, taken in connection with the fact of the
removal of the iniquity of the land in one day, appeared to the preacher
to show the follow~ng truths: God incarnate; Christ Jesus receiving in
ihe human nature the fulness of God; perfect wisdom, truth, holiness,
power, and righteousness; also suffering-" Though He were a Son, yet
learned He obedience by the things which He suffered." ~rhe engraving
tool was in the hand of His Father, as the pruning-.knife was in the hand
of the husband man : "I am the true Vine; my Father is the Husbandman." Thus we have Christ-God in our nature; the Holy Ghost,seven eyes, "which are the seven spirits of God;" and the Father of
mercies, who lays this foundation before Joshua.
But note before whom this stone is laid, and how wonderful it appears.
13efore Joshua. And who is Joshua? Representatively, the whole
house of Israel; typically, the Church of the living God. And where is
Joshua to be found? The Prophet says, "He showed me Joshua, the
high priest, standing before the angel of the Lord." This is the solemn
and yet most blessed position into which the Church is brought by
sovereign and distinguishing grace-under the eyes and into the presence
of the Angel of the everlasting covenant.
But what are the state and circumstances in which Joshua is found?
'Twofold. First, clothed in filthy garments, therefore obnoxious to a holy
and righteous God, who cannot look upon sin; and, secondly, opposed
and accused by an adversary, who stood at his right hand to be an
adversary to him. Satan-a powerful foe indeed! Truly Joshua's case
was pitiable, and viewed apart, hopeless. But the Angel of the Lord
stood by, and He opened His mouth for the dumb-for it does not appear
that Joshua said anything-in this case of one appointed to destruction;
"first, by l'ebuking Satan; secondly, by instructing those who stood by;
thirdly, by assurance of pardon and peace and restoration to his poor
prisoner.

.,

/

521

The Gospel Mag,lzinc.

~I

Oh, is it not indeed a marvollous instance of divine grace when a soul
is thus arrested, accused, convicted, reproved, pardoned, and clothed
with garments of salvation and a robe of righteousness? Before such
an one has God the Father laid the symbolical stone-really and in
truth, the Ohrist of God, "set forth to be the propitiation for our
sins."
Such was our morning's subject. In the afternoon we turned to
John's Revelation, where he Raw a vision of the same precions Christ
and of the same Ohurch that Zechariah saw, but in another form. John
saw a throne, and One sat upon it. In His hand was a book; none could
open it, and John wept. But the elder said, "Weep not; the Lion of
the tribe of Judah hath prevailed to open the book." John turned to
look for this Lion, but he saw a Lamb in the midst of the throne, as it
had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes. He took the book,
and the whole (symbolical) host of the redeemed sung a new song:
" Thou art worthy to take the book and to open the seals, for Thou wast
slain," &c. This was, indeed, a precious vision of our Lord; and, without attempting to force a fanciful interpretation, we found much ground
for faith to lay hold of Christ, and I think some of us felt our hearts
tuned to sing the song. One point with me was, a test of character.
Wisdom is justified of her children. Only the Lord's spiritual family
can sing the new song, when Ohrist assumes His power to reign, and
administer the affairs of His kingdom. His enemios are clothed with
shame, "but the children of Zion are joyful in their King." Let but
the poor tried children see all things, however secret and mysterious; in
the hands of Him who was slain-the Lamb in the midst of the throne
-then they must sing as Jehoshaphat did, and shout as did Israel when
the Lord bade them shout.
Essex.
WILLIAM.
THE WITNESSING BAND.
WE may well ask, in these Laodicean days, Where shall we find a people
gathered together in the nallie of the Lord who are not ashamed of
the Gospel of grace and salvation; who" speak that they know, and
testify that they h~ve seen" of the wonders of redeeming love? Where
shall we find a people walking in the fear of the Lord, loving and living
out the truth as it is in Jesus? If we look unto the homes of lliany
professors of truth, we see worldly conformity united to cold Oalvinistic
opinions; but where is Gospel power? Where is'the life of godliness?
Where is the testimony for Jesus? Where shall we find the apostolic
injunction obeyed, "Be ye steadfast, immovable, always abounding' in
the work of the Lord"? To judge after the sight of the eyes, the visible
Church of God seems removed from the earth; but the invisible still
survives-" Because I live, ye shall live also." Hence, as units scattered
over the world, God's elect are to be found, seeking out associates among
the living in Jerusalem, meeting together in the unity of the Spirit and
the bond of truth, and that according to the ancient comparison, "Yet
gleaning grapes shall be left in it, as the shaking of an olive-tree, two
or three berries in the top of the uppermost bough, four or five in the
outmost fruitful branches thereof, saith the Lord God of Israel." Even
so is it now. Our Lord declared in the days of His flesh to His disciples,
" Strait is the gate and narrow is the way that leadeth unto life, and
Q Q
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few there be that find it; for many shall seek to enter in, and shall not
be able."
These and similar statements make the people of God, when led by
the Spirit, careful to weigh their religion in the balance of the sanctuary,
to examine themselves (2 Cor. xiii. 5), to bring their walk to the Gospel
rule (vel'. 16); and, though they may write" Tekel" upon all that they
have said and done in their witnessing for Christ, yet this blessed proof
of life appears-they feel, they mourn over their cowardice; they are
ashamed of theirtestimony. They cry to God to expel a dumb devil from
their breast; they are kept looking to the Spirit of God to guide them
into all truth, and teach them what to say, and how to say it; when to
speak, and when to be silent; for the Lord has taught them feelingly this
truth: "Without me ye can do nothing;" and these form the witnessing band. They have life in their soul; they feel " their own bruise and
sore;" the: light of the Spirit has shown them their sinnership, and
where alone their deep wants can be supplied. Religion to such is not
outside work; it has to do with the motives, the affections, the win,
the desires; and all such get into God's truth rightly and savingly:
"Whom shall He teach knowledge? and whom shall He make to
understand doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn
from the breasts."
All Goers people, when thoroughly grounded experimentally in the
doctrine of total depravity, will never stumble long at the doctrine of divine
sovereignty, nor at the blessedness of special and personal redemption.
They are prepared by the Spirit of God through a sight and sense of their
ruined condition to receive the Gospel, not as co-partners in salvation,
but from first to last gratuitously as God's plan, God's work, and God's
application-Father, Son, and Spirit; and these, sooner or later, become
God's witnessing band to a Christless world lying in wickedness.
But those who are thus favoured must expect the fulfilment of our
Lord's WOl"ds, " Ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake," and for
no other cause. To be avoided by old friends, looked at askance by
acquaintances, and coldly acknowledged by neighbours, is galling to the
flesh; but so it has ever been. The old world preacher of righteousness
was despised by his generation" because he condemned the world." The
people, from whom better things might have been expected, spake of
their leader, with whom God communed face to face, as "this Moses; >l
and the great men in idolatrous Babylon had the same spirit and the
same language: "That Daniel, which is of the children of the captivity!'
The wicked plot of Haman, when laid in form before the king, bore the
same stamp: "There is a certain people scattered abroad, and dispersed
among the people in all the provinces of thy kingdom; and their laws are
diverse from all people, neither keep they the king's laws: therefore it is
not for the king's profit to suffer them." So, whether God's people are
solitary or congregated together, the same spirit is manifested in the world
towards them. This the royal Psalmist felt when he prayed, " Let not them
that are mine enemies wrongfully rejoice over me; neither let them wink
wi~h the eye that hate me without a cause. For they speak not peace; but
they devise deceitful matters against them that are quiet in the land."
Speech or silence, it is alike; the enmity is in the heart toward them, for
they are God's witnesses, and their lives reprove the people of the world.
It is not that they offend or oppose by word or deed, but their walk declares
they are on God's side. Be they never so useful" or quiet in the land," the
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mark follows them, as given by our Lord: "If ye were of the world, th
world would love his own; but because ye are not of the world, but I
have chosen you out f the world, therefore the world hateth you." Thi ia
tho sole ground of offi u e. Th y are called by grace to come out from 0.
world that lieth in the wioked one, to take their stand by divine truth,
to declare all they 1 now, whether their listeners receive or reject it; and
this draws down th mOoligno.nt spirit of the unrenewed.
The enmity b tw n the two seeds, as declared by God in the garden
of Eden, wh n mOon fell, is ullclying in its nature and unfailing in its
manifestation. Through the stream of time the rooted enmity continues to all that is of God, whether in holiness or doctrine; and the elect
are born iut the world as " children of wrath" in their nature, and show
the sam ph-it even as others who are not chosen (Eph. ii. 3.) till God, in
the rich of His grace, "restores that which He took not away." Then
the enmity is slain, and the sinner, in whose heart the love of Jesus is
implant d, becomes a mark for the malice of Satan and the arrows of
th wicked; and the more decided the testimony for truth, the mora
int nso his opposition to those who maintain it, whether in the silent
walk that turns from all that is false, or by the tongue that testifies to
the truth of God. Said the prophet of old, " Woe is me, my mother,
that thou hast borne me a man of strife, and a man of contention to the
whole earth! I have neither lent on usury, nor men have lent to me on
usury; yet everyone of them doth curse me." What was his offence? He
told them the truth, and that brought down their hatred, which is the
simple history of God's faithful witnesses in every age. Of the prophet
Amos we thus read: "Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to the king of
Israel, saying, Amos hath conspired against thee in the midst of the house
of Israel; the land is not able to bear all his words." There are not a few
" priests" in our own and every day who have the same spirit, and bear
the same tidings concerning God's sent:servants. When the first martyr
preached his last sermon, we find from the Word the effect it had upon
his audience: "When they heard these things they were cut to the heart,
and gnashed on him with their teeth; and they stoned Stephen." The
apostles knew that as it was with the Master, even so it must be with the
servant; and so it is to be until the time ot the end. The offence of the
cross has not ceased, and all that will live godly in Ohrist Jesus must
snffer persecutlOn in some form or other. The Apostle Paul records that
their testimony was given" by honour and dishonour, by evil report and
good report: as deceivers, and yet true; as unknown, and yet well known;.
as dying, and, behold, we live; as chastened, and not killed; as sorrowful,
yet always rejoicing (or glorying); as poor, yet making many rich; as
having nothing, and yet possessing all things."
Through the mercy of God, as seen in the laws of our land, we are
favoured to live in days when persecution as in former times is unknown;
but is the spirit of the world more favourable to truth? Are the peopleof God now beloved by the world? True, the mixed doctrine set forth
as Gospel finds acceptance with the multitude; but this fact stamps it as
no Gospel, for the heart of man is the same it ever was, and the truth of
God cannot change, and these two can never unite. To receive the
truth in the love of it a man must be born again, must partake of
God's nature, and must have the life of God in his soul; and this will
call out the enmity of Satan and his seed in the earth now as of old.
The little opposition shown sadly proves how feeble the testimony is, and
Q Q
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demands of the Lord's people a close examination as to the nature of
their testimony, if they are received and loved by the world. It hated,
it despised, and persecuted His followers in all ages. How and why is it
altered now towards Ohristians? The mystery is soon solved. The
people of God have lost. in a great measure, their distinctive character
as to truth and practice; the mixed doctrine that is so popular is set
forth in the language of Ashdod, which suits the world. Truths that
offend are concealed, and the Scriptures deceitfully handled to please the
carnal mind; and this leads the way to worlcUy conformity in conduct.
Religion is made an amusement to attract tho young and win the old;
dress and pleasure are sought after, while, at the same time, an appearance
of serving God is kept up. "0 Israel, thy prophets are like the foxes
in the deserts. Ye have not gone up into the breaches, neither made up
the hedge for the house of Israel to stand in the battle in the day of the
Lord." The prophets prophesy falsely, and the people love to have it so,
because through this means they are kept at peace with themselves and
with the world; they can comfortably follow in the track of the worldling while they are encouraged to believe they are in the road to heaven.
"Ye have made the heart of the righteous sad, whom I have not made
sad; and strengthened the hands of the wicked, that he should not return
from his wicked way, by promising him life."
The general and indistinct doctrines broached and believed in our day
have led to this sad declension in the spirit and practice of the Ohurch of
etod. People are alarmed by the sound of a text that in few words gives
the substance of a divine truth. To quote one of the articles of their
own faith is considered indiscreet; to hint that all God reveals in His
W oid and communicates to His people is special and personal, and not of
universal extent, is at once to sound the alarm for war; and, when man's,
free will to do good is denied, the battle begins in earnest. The great
effort of the day is to tinker up the old Adam nature, and then push it into
the service of the Lord; but soon its origin is bewrayed, for, to make the
service palatable, the world must be mixed with it, and then the Lord's
living ones are caught in the snare, and follow where the professor leads.
The apostolic injunction is, " Oome ye forth and be separate, and touch not
the unclean thing, and I will receive you, and ye shall be my sons and
daughters, saith the Lord God Almighty." But where is this separation
maintained? we ask. In the homes of believers, in their associates, their
amusements, their appearance, the bringing up and education of their
children, their household arrangement, is God first in these matters, and
His Word their guide? Doubtless many will testify in these things against
theu: neighbours; but the point where profit begins is each to look
into themselves, and see in what measure and degree they are witnessing
for God by lip and life. 'I'he doctrines ef grace, when received into the
heart, will find their issues in walking according to the VVord and ways of
God, and not after the spirit and customs of the world. The Lord's
living family have a principle within that makes them desire to unite
with all that is of God, and this is the distinctive mark of childship,
" They that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh, but they
that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit; " but" evil communications corrupt good manners," and the devil has many traps to catch the
people of God, hence the need for watchfulness and prayer, and regard
to the apostolic injunction, "Give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to

lill. Take heed unto thyself,
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A PASTOR'S NOTES.-No. 1.
I

THE TltIAL OF FAITH.

" That the trial of YOU?' faitlb, being mueh more precious than of .r;old that
perislwth, though it be tried by fire, might be found unto praise, and honour,
and glory, at the appearing of Jesus Christ."-l PETER i. 7.
FAITH is a precious thing, and God seems to regard it as such; for, like
as a refiner tests a precious metal, with a view of applying it to some
useful purpose, so the Lord tests His people's faith, and by the test He
strengthens it, and makes it fruitful. The following facts will, I think,
illustrate this.
Calling one day at the house of a parishioner, I met there an elderly
man, whose conversation and appearance much interested me. He
seemed to be a very humble-minded Ohristian; his face wore an expression of habitual peace; and his dress was so respectable-looking, that I
should hardly have supposed that his circumstances were so poor as I
afterwards found them to be. Ho had called at that house on an errand
of mercy, and, so far as I could perceive, he was executing it-it was a
difficult one-wisely. Subsequently I became well acquainted with him;
he attached himself, accompanied by his wife, to my congregation; and
I learned, from their own lips, their history.
Thomas Everton-for so I will call him-was for many years engaged
in business in the city of C - - - - . During that time he lived an
utterly godless life; he kept his place of business open on the Sabbathday, ha drank, he swore, and he appeared to be rapidly going down the
road to destruction. Whilst in this state, he met with a Ohristian woman,
whom, if I mistake not, he had known in his earlier days; he renewed
their acquaintance, paid her considerable attention, even accompanying
her upon two or three occasions to chapel Ca most remarkable thing for
him to do), and then made her an offer of marriage. This offer she
met by a firm refusal; she told him plainly that she knew the kind of
life that he was living; she knew that he was a godless man, and that
so long as he continued to be such, she could not possibly think of
marrying him. Oh, that every woman similarly situated would act
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with the same wisdom and courage! Again and again was this offer
renewed, and as often was it met with the same reply. But, although
she acted thus, she at the same time resolved that she would make his
case a subject of daily earnest prayer; she resolved that she would pray
most earnestly that the Lord would completely change his hcart, and
make him a new creature in Christ Jesus. This resolve she carried into
effect. Day by day she offered up this petition; and she afterwards
told me that, as she did so, she felt such anxiety on his behalf, a disposition to plead so fervently, that she was firmly persuaded that her
prayer would be answered, and she knew that she was enabled to oITer
it up in the full assurance of faith. Two ycars passed away, and still
she persevered, although there was no apparent sign of a favourable
answer. One day a messenger called at her house, and said abruptly,
"Have you heard the news?" " What?" "Mr. EVel'ton is dead."
Cl Dead?" "Yes; he hung himself this morning." " Nonsense; I cannot
believe it." "Oh, but it is perfectly true; I have just come from his
house, and know that it is so."
Here was distressing intelligence; he had died then, as he had lived,
in sin, unchanged, unrepentant; and all her prayers were useless,
thrown away. Oh, what a trouble was this! She felt for him-that
poor wretched man-and she felt for him deeply, too; she thought with
horror of his fearful end, and of his soul lost for ever; but, she told me,
if possible, she felt even more acutely the idea that she had prayed so
earnestly in vain, and that her faith, apparently so strong, had been
deceptive.
Then came some terrible thoughts-" What is the use of
prayer? God doesn't hear it," &c. Once, indeed, she said to herself,
" Perhaps the intelligence is not true;" but then came the recollection
ihat she knew the messenger, that he had come from the very house,
ihat he was sure of the fact, and, after all, she thought, "It is just the
deed that such a wretched man as he would be likely to do; yes, it must
be true "-ana herfaitltfailea. Only for a moment, however. Just as
the blessed Saviour came to the ruler's help, and revived his expiring
confidence with the cheering words, "Be not afraid, only believe;" so
in the case of this poor tried woman, like a whisper from above the
thought came, "Has not God promised to hear believing prayer? Can
He break His promise? Was not my prayer believing prayer? I feel
sure that it was; I feel sure that I offered it in earnest faith. Can God,
then, I·efuse to answer it? No; He assuredly will-He must answer it.
The intelligence, then, must be false, or else God will work a miracle, and
raise the dead." So thinking, she left her home, and hurried to the
house where the catastrophe had occurred; and, according as she had
believed, so was the result. Almost a miracle had occurred. When
breathlessly she asked the question, "Is he dead?" the reply
was, "No, he is living; he was almost gone; at first he seemed to
be quite gone; but he was just cut down in time, and, when
powerful restoratives were applied, he revived." How rejoiced she
was to hear those words! and how earnestly her heart ascended in
thanksgiving and praise! How she blamed herself now for distrusting
God's promises, and thought, " I shall never distrust them again."
A new trial, however, awaited her. When Everton had completely revived, it was found that his reason was gone, and, in consequence, he was
removed to an asylum. But her faith could easily endure this test; she
thought that, as God had, as it werc, restored his life, He would
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assuredly restore his reason. And so it proved; after about three months
his I'eason returned, and he was found to be restored whole in body and
in mind. Better still, from that time forward he became an altered man.
God's grace had evidently touched his heart. He seemed almost overwhelmed with a sense of God's wonderful sparing mercy, and his own
great unworthiness; and he determined from thenceforth to live to God's
glory. He commenced an entireiy new course of life; he separated himseU from all his old companions; he gave up his business, which had
been a source of temptation to him; he became a regular attendant at
the house of God and of religious meetings held in the neighbourhood;
and he showed in many ways that he had experienced a thoroug'h and a
lasting change. Many persons who had previously known him were
astonished at it; some doubted, they could hardly believe it possible that
it could be real; "how could," they asked, "so confirmed a drunkard
all at once become sober, and a hardened blasphemer become pious?"
But many years passed, and all doubts were removed, for the change was
proved assuredly to be a real one. His true friends rejoiced to see it,
and none more so than the Christian woman who had so earnestly
remembered him at the throne of ~race. After he had persevered in his
new life for some time, he renewed his attentions and offer to her-this
time with success. They were married, and they appeared to be, although
their worldly means were extremely small, one of the happiest and most
contented couples in my large parish. Some time ago they removed into
the country, hut the accounts which I have since heard of them have been
very satisfactory.

"YET THERE IS ROOM."
OH, list to the music which bursts from the skies,
The anthems of seraphs and saints it outvies !
List! list to the voice, it is Jesus says, " Come; "
Ten thousand have entered, and" Yet there is room."
There is room on my bosom, and grace in my heart,
To all who are seeking I wait to impart;
The needy, tbe sinful, the outcasts may come,
And feel they are welcome, for" Yet there is room."
My love is so tender, my bounty so free,
There are treasures of wealth, trembler, laid up for thee!
l\[y pity beheld thee far distant from home, And now comes to meet thee, for" Yet there is room."
I know thou art weary, thy spirit is sore;
For sin bath beguiled thee ten thousand times o'er:
Far, far hadst thou wandered, thy all to consume,
But pardon awaits thee, for" Yet there is room."
Ere ,. worlds rose from nothing" I saw thou wert lost;
Ere the" stars sang together" I welcomed the cost
Of quitting my throne to avert thy sad doom,
And mercy's door opened that thou mightst have" room."
I laid by my glory, resolving to be
Despised and forsaken, oh, sinner, for thee!
Securing thy ransom I pledged thee heaven's home,
Then, come-come and welcome-for" Yet there is j·oom."
Cardiff.
J. P. C.
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LEADING AND LOVING.
A SERMON PREACIIED AT CHARLES CHAPEL, PLYMOUTH, BY TIll, LATE
REV. G.D. DOUDNEY, Jfu~UARY 22, 1865.

" Ther~fore, behold, I will alhtre her, and b1'ing her into thc wilderness, anil
speak comfortably unto her."-HoSEA ii. 14.
THIS chapter, of course, refers primari~y to the Jews, as a people who
were in a state of bondage; but it has a very blessed reference also to
the experience of every living child of God. We take the first part of
the chapter down to the fourteenth verse as setting before us the condition
of a child of God before he i3 manifestly called by divine grace, separated from the world, and brought blessedly up into life union with Jesus
Ohrist.
There is something very remarkable in the opening of the fourteenth
verse, beginning as It does with a "therefore." Jt literally reads in
the Hebrew, "Therefore, behold, I myself will allure her, and bring her
into the wilderness." If we go back to the sixth verso there is another
"therefore," which the Lord speaks with reference to His child, as He sees.
him wandering away like a poor prodigal, spending all his substance upon
harlots. "Therefore, behold, I will hedge up thy way with thorns,
and make a wall, that she shall not find her paths." Oan you not look
back with me, dear child of God, and see the wonderful way in which the
Lord hedged up your way with thorns, so that He would not suffer you
to find your own paths? \Vhy was it? It was His love watching over
you then, though you knew nothing about it. The Lord hedged up your
way thus, because He would not suffer you to plunge headlong intoperdition, because" Determined to save, He watched o'er your path
When Satan's blind slave you sported with death."

It was because His love was set upon you, dear brother, that He would:
not suffer you to find your own paths. Have we not found that in those
things in which we have endeavoured to find our pleasures, our very
footsteps were hedged up with thorns, and there was a] ways a sting left
behind? It was the mercy of the Lord watching over llS, directing all~
controlling all, subduing the power of Satan; for it was Satan that was
alluring us then, endeavouring to lead us headlong into destruction
according to His desire.
.
Again, in the ninth verse, there is another "therefore:" "Therefore
will I return, and take away my corn in the time thereof, and my wine
in the season thereof, and will recover my wool and my flax given to
cover her nakedness." She had been boasting that it was her corn, her
wine, her silver, and her gold that was multiplied; but the Lord s~ys,
" No; you may prepare all these things for Baal, but they are all mllleo
They are my gifts, and I will take them away."
It is only to look round among the Lord's dear children, and we see
many who have been going on, according to outward appearance, in gre~t
prosperity, but utterly indiJrol·t>nt to spiritual things, thinking that It
was all by their own wisdom and thoirown strength that they were in
such a prosperous condition; until, by-und-bye, the Lord puts His handl
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upon it all, and brings down the poor creature from his high plaoes.
He lets the mildew come, and the caterpillar, and all becomes a
wreck. Then he begins to see that these things were not his own,
that it was not by his own wisdom 01' power that he had obtained
these riches, but that it was tho Lord who bestowed them, and that
it was He who took them away. It is thus the Lord goes on dealing
with one of His own clear childron lon~ before He begins the mighty
and glorious work whereby Ho brings him out of all that he is in the
creature, and manifests Himself unto him as his Deliverer and his true
Friend.
Having brought the Ohurch to this point, wo come now to our text,
" 'Therefore, behold, I myself will allure her.' She has hitnerto been
allured by Satan, but now I will take from her all those things in which
she has been taking delight, and I will speak to her myself, and set before
her something better." In the same way the Lord in His wonderful ordering set before the children of Israel the promised land. When He sentMoses
to them, doubtless Moses told them according to the instructions given him,
that the Lord was about to come down to deliver them; that He would
take them out of their miserable bondage, and bring them into" a land
flowing with milk and honey." They were allured by this intelligence;
but, before they were brought out of their misery, the Lord must manifest
His own great power, anG. show them that it was by His own strength
alone that the victory was to be obtained; that it was by His own almighty
arm that His people were to be brought forth in triumph. Having thus
come down to deliver them, it was He Himself who allured them, and
brought them into the wilderness.
But how little did Israel suppose that there was a forty years' journey
in the wild81~ness before them! How little did they think that they
should have the Mighty One to meet at Mount Sinai! How little did
they think they were to be instructed and to be led on during their forty
years' journey that they might learn what was in their hearts! So is it
with the child of God now. When the Lord first begins with him, how
little does he suppose what is to be the issue of these things which the
Lord is teaching him! By a mighty act of His power there is a great
change wrought. " Ah," says one, "if I could but look back to the
spot where the Lord brought me out of Egypt; if I could but look back
to the Red Sea, and see how wonderfully the Lord brought me through
the sea, then I should be happy; but I cannot trace the beginning of
these things in my soul's experience!" Well, dear brother, it matters
not whether you can trace the beginning of these things or not. It
matters not whether you can look back to the spot where the Lord first
began with you; but the great question this morning is, Has the Lord
began with you? Do you know what the wilderness is ? Has He made
you feel that without Him you can do nothing? Has He brought you
from under the drudgery of Satan? Has He made you feel that you
can no longer take pleasure in sin? Are you crying out with the Apostle,
" 0 wretched man that I am; who shall deliver me from the body of
this death? " Then fear not. You cannot remember your natural birth,
therefore it is not necessary that you should remember your spiritual
birth; but these things prove that you are alive, and, having been brought
out of death into spiritual life. having been translated out of the kingdom
of Satan into the kingdom of God's dear Son, you are "joined to the
Lord, and one spirit" with Him. Nothing short of Himself, and what
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He contains, can satisfy the desires of your longing heart; and, just as
it was with Israel of old when brought through the Red Sea, and they
saw their enemies swallowed up therein, the Lord puts a new song into
the mouth of His dear trembling child; He enables him to sing" the
song of Moses and the Lamb" jw:;t for a little season, and he can
rejoice; because he knows while the light of the Lord's countenance is
shining upon him, that the Lord has done a great and glorious work
for him. He can take up his song and go forth as they did who
looked upon the corpses of the Egyptians, saying, "The horse and his
rider hath He thrown into the sea" (Exod. xv. 1). He can rejoico in
the mercy that it is by a mighty hand and an outstretched arm that
the Lord has brought him forth. But the song does not last long, and
as soon as it is over, the child of God must come into bitterness; he
must come to "Marah." It is only now and then a song; it is more
generally dwelling at Mamh. But we know that the tree of life grows by
the side of the waters of Jl/Iarah, and it is only when we can take a leaf
from the tree of life and dip it into the waters that they are sweetened.
The Lord suffers us to be brought into these bitter conditions that we
may learn that we have no power over our temptations until Christ Himself manifests His love to us; then, when the tree of life is cast into the
bitter waters, we can" drink and forget our poverty, and remember our
misery no more."
But some will say, "Is it possible that, after all this, the child of God
<can turn to idols?" Have you had no idols, dear brother? Have you not
joined-perhaps some years ago-a company of Ishmaelites, who have
led you to suppose that you coulcl "wash the Ethiopian white, and
cleanse the leopard of his spots?" But did you not find that the
more you strove the blacker you became? It is in this way Satan is
permitted to come in and lead astray the child of God, until, by-and-bye,
to settle the matter and to bring him down with none to help, he hears
the thunders of Mount Sinai. 'rhe law of God comes with all its terrors,
and he sees he has broken every commandment, that he has forsaken the
living God and turned to idols. He sees the law broken at the foot of
the mount in ten thousand pieces, never to be gathered up again. It
must be given a second time in the hands of a Mediator; and all this must
be done in the wilderness. It was thus the Lord taught the children of
Israel, and it was by all this teaching that He brought them to understand their law-condemned condition. It is thus the Lord is teaching His
own dear children now, and carrying on His blessed work in their SOUIB.
They may feel sometimes as if it were impossible that it can be the Lord's
work; yet, in the midst of all, the promise is, "I the Lord do keep it; I
will water it every moment: lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and day"
(Is. xxvii. 3). "My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my speech shall
distil as the dew" (Deut. xxxii. 2). He will not fail His dear Israel in the
midst of all this teaching-, but the teaching is to go on, that they may be
brought to the blessed knowledge of a precious Christ, and of God the
Father in Him.
Dear brother, the Lord help you, in looking back over the way in which
He has led you, to rejoice in the mercy that it is all His doing; that it was
Himself who said, "Therefore, behold, I 111ysoifwill allure her." It was
He that took you by the hand, and led you forth; it was He that drew
you with" cords of a man, with bands of love;" for Christ Himself tells
UB, "No man can come to me, except the Father, which hath sent me, draw
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him" (John vi. 44). And it is thus the Father draws or allures us, and
brings us into the wilderness, that there He may speak upon our hearts.
As I am not feeling at all well this morning, I will stop here, leaving
the remainder of our subject. I was afraid I should not be able to meet
you to-day at all, having been very unwell all the week; but the Lord
has helped me hitherto, and I doubt not He will enable us to look a little
more into His wonderful dealings with us in the wilderness this evening,
that we may see that He is still the same faithful God; that "He will
work, and none shall let it," and that it is all " to the praise of the glory
of His grace who hath made us accepted in the Beloved."
"Now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present
you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, to the
only wise God, our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power,
both now and ever. Amen."

NOTES OF A SERMON PREAOHED BY THE REV. J. MILEY,
MINISTER OF ST. STEPHEN'S, MillDLETON, 1>fANCHESTER.

" Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not Tlty Holy Sp-irit from
me. Restore unto me thejoy of Thy salvation."-PsALM li. 11, 12.
WE have here three grand essentials which constitute the Ohristian's
happiness, without which, whatever else he may have, he is of all men
most miserable. I. TIle P.resence of Jelwvah. H. The Eternal Spirit.
Ill. The joy of Christ's salvation.
We have also an essential doctrine, i.e., the doctrine of the Trinity,
which ought to be rightly understood, received, and believed in. (1) That
each of these Persons m·e co-equal and co-etel-nal, but of one lJivine essence.
(2) That the works of these Persons are co-extensive, so that the work
of the Son, in redemption, is not greater than the work of the Holy Spirit
in sanctification, nor the Father's election. To say otherwise, is to say
there is no Trinity in unity, nor unity in Trinity, and so no Trinity at
all; which is neither more nor less than infidelity. But it is not so much
the doctrine of the Trinity, which is implied here, that I wish to call
your attention to; but the lessons suggested in our text. (1) lJavid's
sense of unworthiness. (2) His consciousness of guilt. (3) Ht8 longing
desire.
David's sin mentioned in 2 Samuel xii., was the cause of him crying
out, "Oast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy
Spirit from me," &c. Men feel, when they have transgressed the Divine
law, a sense of punishment due; but especially the child of God, whose
conscience being purged, and spiritual life imparted, has a keener sensibility. But the punishment David dreaded most was not being cast
into hell at last, but being cast from the presence of God, His Holy
Spirit taken from him, and" the joy of His salvation" gone; and this (1)
Because in Jehovah's presence be had found" the fullness of joy." (2)
To have the Holy Spirit taken from him was to be left comfortless and
wretched, prayerleRs, and without peace of conscience. (3) Not to feel
"the joy of His salvation" was to be of all men most miserable. So the
language of the true child of God is still, "Take my land, my property,
my family, my comforts of earth, my life, my all;" but "take not Thy
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Holy Spirit from me;" for without Him I cannot realize "Thy presence " nor the blessedness of "Thy salvation."
Ah, brethren, tltere is too little said in tlte present day abont tlte Spirit of
God, who brooded over the physiCiLl chaos at creation, and the deep, and
impregnated all therein with life, and h,as since l.>rooded over a .greater
chaos of spiritual darknes~ and .deat~, Impro~,:a:tmg a.world WhlC~ :vas
" dead in trespasses and sm" wIth lIfe, sensIbIlIty of ItS lost condItIOn,
and giving it to realize God's provision in Christ's salvation--eternal
safety and everlasting glory.
So we have the cry of poor David, "Take not 't'hY,~Holy Spirit from
ME ; " and so we sing" Create my nature pure within,
And form my soul avcrse to sin:
Let Thy good Spirit ne'er depart,
Nor hide Thy presence from my heart.
I cannot live without Thy light,
Cast out and banished from '£hy sight;
Thine holy joys, my God, restore,
And guard me that I fall no more."
My brethren, let us ever remember the Holy Spirit is the gift of God's
grace, and the fruits of redemption and intercession of Christ. Without
Him it is all vain, for "no man can call Jesus Lord, but by the Holy
Ghost." It is" not by might, nor by power, but bymySpirit, saith the Lord."
The whole family of God must remain in darkness and death unless He
quicken them. He it is who enables them to bolieve in Jesus, and rest
on His finished work. He it is who carries on the work of grace in
their souls, transforming them into His image, from glory to glory. He
it is who unfolds and illuminates the pages of the inspired Word, and
makes it a telescope to our distorted vision to gaze on Him, who is "the
chiefest among ten thousand, and the altogether lovely," to see the perfection of His work, the beauty of His Person, and the riches of His grace.
Oh, how grand when we realize we are His temple wherein He dwells
and offers up the sacrifices of prayer and praise, shedding the love of
God in our hearts, assuring us of our heirship, applying the Word with
comfort and power according to our needs, guiding us into all truth,
showing us things to come, promoting our growth in grace and in the
knowledge of the Lord, strengthening us for spiritual conflict, giving us
spiritual Liberty, sealing us to the day of redemption, and that He will
abide with us for ever!
And now, in conclusion, let me say, he who so enjoys God the Holy
Ghost has indeed the joy of Christ's salvation; and, if our heavenly joy
is marred, it is because of our sin. And oh, my brethren, if any of you
are living as backsliding children, or have fallen into grievous sin, as
David, I pray you go not here nor there to get your former joy restored.
Do not this nor that to regain your former peaue, for no doings nor
goings of your own will do. You must cry from the depths as poor David,
and say, "Restore me! I am a lost sheep; Lord, seek Thy servaut.
Lead me to the Rock!" And sure I am, nothing short of Jesus saying,
" I am thy Salvation," will do for your distressed soul. Ah, none cau say
this but Christ Himself; and oh, for Him to say it with His still small
voice is to have your foy restored, Ht's dut,. p1"eSenCe realt'zed, and the
blessings of H£s Holy Spir£t felt, with your heart burning within, and your
cup running over, so that you have to cry like J acob of old, "Enough! "
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One word more, and then I have done. As men are better known
by their desires than by their actions (which are but habiliments in
which they play their parts), you have fully brought out here David,
with all his faults and failings, as "a man after God's own heart;"
because nothing but a roalization of God' 8 prcsence, the Holy Spirit, and the
salvation of Cll1'ist, could comfort his soul, and meet his wants and
necessities.

EXTRACTS OF DISCOURSE.
BY THE LATE THOMAS UUGUES, OF Tl1INITY CIIAPEL, IIACICNEY, JUNE

8, 1856.

" Say to them that an of a feMful heMt, Be strong, fear not."ISA. xxxv. 4.
I DA.RE not do otherwise than yield to, and obey the Spirit of all truth,
and submit to His direction in what He now has to say; being turned
altogether from my anterior meditations to His Word, which I have
just announce~.in your hear~g, "S?,y to them," &c. I know it is to
meet the condltlOn of some tned, aflhcted, and tempted souls here this
morning; for He only can say to the storm, "Be still!" and there is a
calm, because His voice is with power. That same voice which spake,
"Let there be light; and there was light," is saying to you, "Fear not!."
Can you doubt for a moment but that it is the Lord speaking these
words of comfort to you? Oh, poor trembling, fearing one, give no
encouragement (for a moment), to a questioning and reasoning thought
concerning the matter, but say, as Samuel did, "Speak, Lord, for
Thy servant heareth ;" for He only can quiet the interior of thy disturbed
and disquiet spirit.
We pass on to notice "The Speaker," and the condition implied
in the text, "The fearful heart." The prophet Isaiah is the medium
through which these words are given by God. "Say so-and-so, and
you shall experience timely relief in His own best time and way."
Jehovah is, then, the Speaker; and, when He speaks, He demands attention. Hearken diligently, then, to what He has to say. I might also
direct your attention to Isa. xliii. 1, where the same words are used,
"Fear not," to J acob and Israel; "I have called thee by thy name;
thou art mine;" where He particularizes seasons of extremity and
circumstances of danger and peril in which you may be, yet kept, preserved, defended, watched over (see second verse). "When thou passest
through the waters, I will be with thee;" so that no harm whatever can
befall thee, for "I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy
Saviour." Then fourth verse: "Since thou wast precious to me, I have
loved thee, " &c. ; fifth verse: "Fear not; for I am with thee." Thus
I have directed you to the Speaker, and what He says to thee, poor
trembling one; able and willing to meet thy condition, here described as
of a "fearful heart," full of fear and alarm. "Be strong, fear not;"
and, whea He commands the strength to come, fear is vanished, and
gives piace to confidence, and the soul is quieted.
The prophet Isaiah was specially directed to deal with certain states
of experience, and so has the minister of the Gospel to echo the
prophet's words, and the pastor to feed the flock, and say, "Comfort
ye, comfort ye my people, saith the Lord" (Isa. xl. 1,2). "Speak
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comfortably to the heart" (margin under very expressive and descriptive-" the heart, the seat and source of sorrow"). And is thy heart
disquieted, and full of sorrow and heaviness of spirit? Take the words of
the prophet just quoted, " Comfort ye ;" repeat it, echo it again and
again, and you will assuredly experience the promised comfort, for"His heart is full of tenderness;
His bowels melt with love."
He will come and save you; yea, if indispensable, come out of His ordinary
course and way of dealing (as He did with Paul and Silas to deliver
them from prison, and save the jailor and his household); for He is
never at a loss for ways and means to accomplish His purposes of love
and mercy at the very juncture; never a moment behind, or too late in
fulfilling His designs. He is a God of order, and His plans none can
frustrate, overturn, or set aside. Oh, poor fearing one, believe only
that He is near to thee, and speaking to thy heart, "Fear not!" You
will assuredly be recompensed with a visit from Him; for He will come
and save you, which is what you need; yea, all you require to be done
for you under your present trial. He is addressing such as you in the language of the prophet Isaiah, "weak hands," and" feeble knees," and
" fearful hearts; " terms familiar to us naturally, but intended to convey
a spiritual meaning to such as you! Take the comfort, then; it is
designed for such as you. Dismiss your fears, for He is near to save
you; as near as He was to Peter when sinking in the sea, stretching
out His almighty arm, and saying, "Oh, thou of little faith, wherefore
didst thou doubt?" Ah! wherefore, indeed, doubt the ability, readiness,
or willingness to save. Is He not able to save to the uttermost? and
what that uttermost is, who can tell? I cannot tell how low He may
allow a soul to sink, and yet save on the very brink of despair and
desperation; as with the jailor, when Paul cried out, "Do thyself no
harm! " How timely are His visits and His interpositions (to the
moment). Say, then, "I will trust and not be afraid." Amen.

THE DECLARATIONS OF OUR LORD, AND A FEW PROMISED
ANSWERS TO "OUR LORD'S PRAYER."
" He shall call upon me ana I will answer him."-PsALM xci. 15.
Father: "I and my Father are one " (John x. 30). WMch art t'n
heaven: "I ascend ~nto my Father, and your Father" (John xx. 17);
"He that dwelleth m the secret place of the Most High, shall abide
under the shadow of the Almighty" (Psa. xci. 1). Hallowed be Thy
name: "I will say of the Lord, He is my Refuge, and my Fortress: my
God, in Him will I trust" (Psa. xci. 2); "For unto us a Child is born,
unto us a Son is given: and the government shall be upon His shoulder:
and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God,
The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace" (Isa. ix. 6).
.
Thy kingdom come: "Behold, I come quickly" (Rev. xxii. 7); "Even
so, come, Lord Jesus" (Ibid, 20). Thy will be done: "And this is the
will of Him that sent me, that everyone which seeth the Son, and
believeth on Him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise Him up
at the last day" (John vi. 40).: "Father, I will that they also, whom
OUt"
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Thou hast given me, be with me where I am, that they may behold my
glory which Thou hast given me, for Thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world" (John xvii. 24); "Thou shalt not be afraid for the
terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day; nor for the pestilence
that walketh in darkness: nor for the destruction that wasteth at noon
day" (Psa. xci. 5, 6). On earth, as it is in heaven: "The heaven is my
throne, and the earth is my footstool" (Isa. lxvi. 1); "For I know the
thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord; thoughts of peace, and
not of evil, to give you an expected end" (Jer. xxix. 11); "A thousand
shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall
not come nigh thee. Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold, and see the
reward of the wicked" (Psa. xci. 7, 8).
Give us tMs day our daily bread: "For the bread of God is He which
cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world" (John vi. 33);
"Bread shall be given him; his waters shall be sure" (Isa. xxxiii. 16).
And forgive ttS our trespasses: "He that walketh righteously, and
speaketh uprightly; he that despiseth the gain of oppressions, that
shaketh his hands from holding of bribes, that stoppeth his ears from
hearing of blood, and shutteth his eyes from seeing evil; he shall dwell
on high: his place of defence shall be the munitions of rocks" (Isa.
xxxiii. 15, 16 partly); "Son, be of good cheer: thy sins be forgiven
thee" (Matt. ix. 2). As we forgive them that trespass against us: "The
Son of Man hath power on earth to forgive sins" (Matt. ix. 6); "If we
say that we have no sin we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" (1 John i. 8, 9).
And lead ttS not into temptation: "Thus saith the Lord thy Redeemer,
the Holy One of Israel, I am the Lord thy God which teacheth thee t()
profit, which leadeth thee by the way that thou shouldest go" (Isa.
xlviii. 17); "For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall
feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes" (Rev. vii. 17); "There hath
no temptation taken you but such as is common to man; but God is
faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able;
but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be
able to bear it" (1 Cor. x. 13).
But deliver us jrom el'il: "Surely He shall deliver thee from the snare
of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence," "Because he hath sP,t
his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him; I will set him on high,
because he hath known my name" (Psa. xci. 3 and 14).
For Thine is the kin,r;dom: "Thine, 0 Lord, is the greatness, and the
power, and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty; for all that is in
the heaven and in the earth is Thine; Thine is the kingdom, 0 Lord,
and Thou art exalted as Head abovo all" (1 Chron. xxix. 11); "For
the kingdom is the Lord's, and He is the Governor among the nations"
(Psa. xxii. 28).
And the power and the glory: "God hath spoken once; twice have I
heard this; that power belongeth unto God" (Psa. lxii. 11); "For of
Him, and through Him, and to Him, are all things: to whom be glory
for ever. Amen."
For ever and ever: "Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever
Thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to
everlasting, Thou art God" (Psa. xc. 2); "I am Alhpa and Omega, the
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beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and
which is to come, the Almighty" (Rev. i. 8).
Amen: "He which testifieth these things Gaith, SurelyjI come quickly;
Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus Ohrist
be with you all. Amen."
A. AND O.

LOOKING UNTO JESUS.
HEBREWS xii. 2.
LOOKING unto Jesus, the kind Saviour above,
Looking unto Jesus, for a sense of His love,
Looking unto Jesus, in our time of need,
Looking unto Jesus, our cause for Him to plead.
Looking unto Jesus, for pardon and for peace,
Looking unto Jesus, our faith to increase,
Looking unto Jesus, to help us on the road,
Looking unto Jesus, to ease us of our load.
Looking unto Jesus, in the way the fathers trod,
Looking unto Jesus, as the way to God,
Looking unto Jesus, as the truth revealed,
Looking unto Jesus, and by His power be healed.
Looking unto Jesus, "It is finished" He saith,
Looking unto Jesus, the Author of faith,
Looking unto Jesus, enduring the cross,
Looking unto Jesus, to purge away our dross.
Looking unto Jesus, despising the shame,
Looking unto Jesus, rejoicing in His nam",
Looking unto Jesus, at God's right hand,
Looking unto Jesus, and in His righteousness stand.
Looking unto Jesus, be washed in His blova,
Looking unto Jesus, who for His people stood,
Looking unto Jesus, the Captain of s<lJvation,
Looking unto Jesus, the Lover of His nation.
Looking unto Jesus, the Holy Child of heaven,
Looking unto Jesus, the Son that was given,
Looking unto Jesus, wonderful in love,
Looking unto Jesus, the Oounsellor above.
Looking unto Jesus, the migbty God there see,
Looking unto Jesus, and feel His love for me,
Looking unto Jesus, the" Everlasting Father" proclaimed,
Looking unto Jesus, the" Prince of PeacE'," so sweetly named.
Looking unto Jesus, the Saviour foretold.
Looking unto Jesus, the Prophet to unfold,
Looking unto Jesus, the Priest His people need,
Looking unto Jesus, the King of saints indeed.
Looking unto Jesus, may we enjoy the look,
Looking unto Jesus, behold Him in God's Book,
Looking unto Jesus, our souls refreshed with grace,
Looking unto Jesus, find in His love a place.
Thus, looking unto Jesus,
May He from bondage free us ;
Cause us delightfully to sing,
"He is onr Prophet, Priest, and King!"

J. S. G.
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OllRIST IN HIS GARDEN, THE OHUROH OF HIS OWN
RIGH'f HAND PLANTING.
" I am come into my gat'den, my sister, my spouse; I have gathered my
myrrh with my spice,. I have eaten my honey-comb with my lwney,. Z have
drunk my wine with my milk: eat, 0 friends,. drink, yea, drink abundantly,
o beloved."-SoLOMON'S SONG v. 1.
WHEN we meet with such texts as this, we are arrested at once by the fact
of the abundance of images presented-ideas of a figurative or metaphorical character, after the manner of Eastern poetry. The text is, in its
hidden meaning, like the jewels in the cabinet-we must have the key to
unlock the treasury before we can possess the treasure for use or adornment; or, it is like the precious ointment in the alabaster box-itself
precious, which must, nevertheless, needs be broken before the sweet
savour of the ointment is enjoyed.
The figures or metaphors in the text we shall notice first, and afterwards
the plainer words spoken. They are two-fold-first, as they represent
persons; secondly, things.
First, persons. Ohrist speaking to His Ohurch and discoursing of His
appearances therein, describes her under three distinct ideas.
1. As a Garden-" I am cvme into my garden, my sister, my spouse,"
&c. ; and in tbis figure of speech is set forth several very instructive and
useful thoughts. The first we shall notice is, that of discriminating
grace. A garden is an enclosed spot, set apart from the wilderness
around, for the purpose for which it is designed; and be it observed, that
the spot so enclosed, if left to itself, would be a wilderness in itself bringing forth nothing but noxious weeds, and poisonous herbs, thorns, and
briers. It is, therefore, a fit emblem of the Ohurch on earth, distinguished
and saved as it is by grace, hedged about and protected by first, a thorn
hedge, indicating the fact of human instrumentality used by God in
defence and for the protection of the Ohurch; and, secondly, by a wall of
fire round about, showing the perfect safety of the souls in God the
Father, and in Ohrist Jesus, so that no enemy can approach to touch
or to molest the Ohurch to her ruin. The hedge may be broken down,
but the wall cannot be destroyed; so the wild beast of the field and
the wild boar of the wood may be permitted to overrun the outward
and visible Ohurch, but they are prevented by the fire of J ehovah's
jealousy from approaching to destroy the saints. The second thought
presented is that of prosperity-" My garden." Ohrist is not ashamed
to own or acknowledge His Ohurch in the world, saying, "Touch not
mine anointed; do my prophets no harm." Further, it is no small mercy
to belong to Christ,. this is the New Testament mode of speech. It involves the possession and enjoyment of ten thousand mOl'e in reversion" Things past, things present, and things to come, all are yours, if indeed
ye are Ohrist's. If ye be Ohrist's, then are ye Abraham's seed and
heirs, according to the promise." You may observe a remarkable difference in the aspects and usefulness of a garden under different owners.
You say of mch a garden, "How different it was when so-and-so had
it ! It was a perfect wilderness-now, behold it !" Yes, the ownership
of the Ohurch makes all the difference. "Ye are not your own: ye are
bought with a price, therefore glorify God in your bodies and spirits,
which are His." He owns us to bless us. He owns us to care for us,
to prepare us for the taking the pleasure He means to take in us. Think
not God takes pleasure in His people only as they are pleasurable ~0
RR
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Him; and nothing that is sinful or vile can He take pleasure in. If
He takes the part of Husbandman, and prepares us as a garden, or as a
field which the Lord hus blessed, or as a vineyard on a very fruitful
hill, or as a vine which He plants and prunes, tends and waters every
moment, herein is He glorified that the garden yields fruits of increase;
that the field yields sheaves that shall fill the arms of the reapers; that
the vinAs and vineyard shall yield gl'apes, sweet wine, and rivers of oil.
"The Lord taketh pleasure in His people: He will beautify the meek
with salvation." He takes pleasure in that wllich is eminently beautiful. 0:11' deformity and uglineEs is of sin; Ho can take no pleasure
therein; our beauty and comeliness is of Him, and in that He delights;
and by His prasence, His Spirit, and His Word, His grace and Himself,
"the wilderness is made to rejoice and blossom as the rose. It shall
blossom abundantly, and rojoice even with joy ano. singing: they shall
see the glory of the Lord, and the excellency of our God." Many other
thoughts are suggested, but space will not allow us to enlarge.
2. The second figure of speech relating to the Church is that of "Sister,"
by which sweet title He addresses her, and a most endearmg one it
is-one which the Church longs to realize for herself, when she says
to Him, "Oh, that Thou wert as my Brother, that sucked the breasts of
my mother; when I should find Thee without, I would kiss Thee, yea, I
should not be despised." With such an one for a Brother, she thought she
could walk through the world and be no shame to kings and nobles
thereof. "I should not be despised; " the friendship and the near relationship to the King of kings would make the heart strong and the
countenance unabashed. Our thoughts are far removed from the carnal
relationship of brother and sister, though that is taken as the expressive
figure to represent certain relations existing betwixt Christ and His
Church; and expresses a fond and pure attachment which can never cease,
indicating also an idea of equality which most blessedly sets forth the
infinite condescension of the Son of God. Nor must we forget, that such
was His love to His Church, that He assumed her nature, and thus
became a Brother born for her adversity; and that by His birth of the
Virgin. He who was the Son of God became the Son of man, and was
thenceforth the Elder Brother, as they are styled brethren, and the
Brother, as she is called collectively, sistm·.
3. The third metaphor used is Spouse-" my spouse," used indifferently of
husband or wife, but chiefly in the Scripture of the latter, as by the
Apostle, "I have espoused you to one Husband, even Christ." Christ
calls His Church by the endearing name of spouse, by which He would
set forth His love for her, His interest in her, the delight He has in her
society, her nearness to Him as the object of His choice affection, and
His care over her and great concern for her comfort and happiness and
for her welfare at all times.
We have now further to notic:e the figures or metaphors, by which
some very precious things are indicated.
Aftar intimating to the Church the fact of His coming into His garden,
Christ spaaks to her of th,~ entertainment He has found there: "I have
eaten my honey-co!llb with my honey; I have drunk my wine with my
milk; I have gathered my myrrh with my spice." The latter two of
this list of precious things, representing, as they do, sweetness and
fragrance, may indicate how acceptabla to Him are all the fruits of the
Spirit in the soul, as contrasted with the works of the flesh in whioh
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<larnal persons so much delight. These, however they may be refined and
savour of cultivated intellect, are not acceptable to Ohrist. The natural
affection of Peter to Ohrist, when he would express a desire that Ohrist
should not suffer accord£ng to the will of God, saying, "Far be it from thee,
Lord," Ohrist replied, " Get thee behind me, Satan j thou art an offence
to me. How different in 'the present instance-" I have gathered my
myrrh with my spice," sweetness and fragrance. If we suffer according
to the will of God, the glory of God and of Ohrist resteth upon us;
and by the precious merits of our Immanuel, a sacrillce, all bloody as
it is, is a sweet savour.
"As myrrh new bleeding from the tree,
So is a dying Christ to me."
Such He is to God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost-though I am
mther inclined to think our Lord refers to the" bundle of myrrh," such
as need to be " gathered," which was a "sweet-smelling myrrh," without
any bitterness at all, and to which the Ohurch compares her Beloved"A bundle of myrrh is my Beloved unto me; " and He indicates that her
likene88 to II£mse1j is acceptable to Him, and gives Him pleasure. And that
likeness is not in one thing, but in many, as He says, "I have gathered
my myrrh with my spice;" several, yea, many, separate and distinct graces
and excellences constituting one image or likeness to Himself, who is " a
bundle of myrrh."
11. "I have eaten my honey-comb with my honey"-a rich delicacy, and
much esteemed in Palestine. The meaning conveyed is, that the Lord of
the Ohurch is of one mind with the Ohurch herself, who, by the mouth
ofDavid, declares," Thy words are sweeter than honey or the honey-comb."
Such was Ohrist's appreciation of the law of God which was in His heart;
had a warm place in His affections, and was the delight of His soul.
The provision of Mount Zion was to Ohrist, as to His Ohurch, a feast of
fat things: hence it follows, "I have drunk my wine with my milk."
These four metaphors express what God promised to Israel, what He
gave to Abraham by a covenant ot sait, when He gave the land of
Canaan for a possession aud inheritance for ever. He gave them a land
of corn and wine, of the oil olive; a land which flowed with milk and
honey; and it indicates the infinite pleasure Ohrist had when His delights
were with the sons of men, in the arrangements and purposes, the
promises His Father gave to the heirs of promise. Christ was not an
unconcerned Spectator of all that occurred before He came in the flesh.
He was with the congragation in the wilderness. He was the Angel of
Jehovah's presence, which saved them. He was afflicted in all their
afflictions. He was with them in tha division of the land, when the
tribes of Israel entered upon the possession of their inheritance. He
was with Joshua as the Oaptain of the Lord's host; the Oaptain of'
salvation when he went forth to fight the enemies of Israel. He was
with the Judges of Israel when they saved Israel from their foes and
from their oppressors. He was with David when he delivered His people
from the Philistines and from Saul, and eventually from the hands of all
his enemies. He was with Solomon and J ehoshaphat, with Asa and
Hezekiah. He could say then with truth, "I have eaten my honey-comb
with my honey; I have drunk my wine with my milk." "His delights
were with the chi{rh'en of men."
Lastly, we have to notice the plain words of the Lord, "Eat, 0 friends;
drink, yea, drink abundantly, 0 beloved." He calls His Ohurch by
R R 2
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names no longer enigmatical, but beautifully expressive of the high
and happy position to which He has raised them; the high and glorious
privileges they enjoy, and the great love which He bears towards them.
They are no more strangers, or aliens, but friends; no more far off, but
brought nigh by the the blood of the cross. No more in league with
Satan, but, as the reconciled ones, they are the objects of His everlasting
love, and the subj ects of His invincible grace. As suoh, they are welcome
to the feast; they are fellow-heirs of the grace of life. Though Gentile
sinners, tney are to be blest with faithful Abraham; th01:.gh once idolaters,
they are now followers of God as dear children; and the Lamb which is
in the midst of the throne, crowned with glory and honour, after passing
through seas of suffering, grief, and woe-yes, the Lamb shall feed
them on His own flesh, and shall lead them to fountains of living
waters. And now He calls to them, and to us, "Eat, ofriends !" The Gospel
table is spread with royal dainties. Eat, 0 ye timid ones, ye :M:epbibosheths, though lame in both your feet, helpless to run after David, much
less to fight for him; yet you shall sit at His table, and eat of the dainties
He sends you. Drink, 0 beloved, drink, and drown your sorrows in
a cup of wine, which is the pure blood of the grape crushed for you,
and which is not poisoned with the intoxicating elements of the
world. Drink and forget your misery, and remember not your poverty
any more. You may now say, for the Lord says it, "Iam riel!." Drink, and
the water of life shall be life to your never-dying soul, healtb and peace,
refreshing and healing. Oh, ye ready to peri"h, you come to the waters,
the streams by the wayside. You see they are defiled with the feet of the
cruel shepherds, who by force and craft rule over you, looking well to
the fleece, counting the gains, and numbering the flock only to estimate
how many fleeces will be forthcoming at the shearing time, seeking each
one his gain from his quarter. Jesus, the Chief Shepherd, calls you. He
calls to you simple ones, "Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the wine
that I have mingled; forsake the foolish and live, and go in the way of
understanding." The Beloved of the Church forsaketh not His saints;
nor will He cast away His people, though hirelings, like fat and strong
bulls of Bashan, bellow among them, and frighten the trembling ones;
and though the burden of their cry is, " The Lord be magnified." According to Isaiah, "Your brethren that cast you out said, Let the Lord be
magnified;" yet shall the promise be fulfilled, "He shall appear unto
your joy, and they shall be ashamed."
"Eat, 0 friends," for to be partakers of Christ is the privilege of all who
are Christ's. "Drink, yea, drink abundantly, 0 beloved," for there is an
ocean of love and of merit, of righteousness, of truth,~of faithfulness;
and, though the present merey may be only a rill, that rill is connected with
a well-spring, and that well-spring is joined to the ocean, and it will
never dry up, according to the Word of the Lord by His servants the
prophets, and by His Son Jesus Christ, to wit, "The goodness of God
endureth continually;" "The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to
eyerlasting;" "The Word of the Lord endureth for ever." This is the
promise which He hath promised us, even eternal life : "Because I live,
ye shall live also;" "They shall never perish, neither shall any man
pluck them out of my hands; " " I will never leave thee nor forsake thee i"
so that we may boldly say, "The Lord is my Helper, I will not fear what
man can do unto me." The Lord bless His own precious Word.

Blaokmore.

WILLIAM.
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A FRAGMENT.
I AWOKE this morning, at an early hour, with pain round the region of
tho heart. How my spirit sunk as I lay thinking that possibly the pain
might increase, and might prove the harbingor of death! I have had
this pain several times lately, and it has served to remind me of the
shortness of my stay here: Yet, alas! I do not feel as I would feelreadiness, willingness to go; cheerfulness at the thought of going. No,
to my sorrow, it is far, far otherwise with me. Instead of its being, as
it formerly was, " Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly," it is, " Spare me,
that I may recover my strength, before I go hence, and am no more seen."
It is more the Hezekiah "turning hill face to the wall, and weeping sore,"
than the Simeon-cry, "Now, Lord, lettest Thou Thy servant depart in
peace, according to Thy word; for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation." I
feel the vast distinction-I realize the great falling off-I mourn over
it-I would have it otherwiso, if I could; and yet I dread the means
which the Lord may see fit to employ to bring about this state of things.
I coni ss the hold-the powerful hold-that the creature has upon me.
Kindred ties entwine about me, and "leave but half for God." The
language of' my heart is, "My soul cleaveth unto the dust," but I
tremble to aad-because of the severity of the means which may be
needed-" quicken Thou me, according to Thy word."
Jul.'If 30, 1876.
D.
" OUR LIGHT AFFLICTION."
"' Fm' our light a:ffliction, which is but f01' a moment, w01·7ceth for us a fur 'IlW1'e
exceeding and eternal weight of glO1·y."-2 COR. iv.17.
OH, what compensating blessings God reserveth for His own!
Thousand, thousand-fold the solace in its mighty fulness known;
Ours by everlasting purpose, ours by free and sovereign grace,
Ours through Him who ever standeth faultless before" His face."
(2 Thess. ii. 16, 17.)
He hath planned each dark enigma of this strange perplexing world;
It is ours to bear the standard, boldly, dauntlessly unfurled; (Matt. x. 30, 31.)
Urging on our feeble footsteps, though the saddest discords rise,
Soon to prove " our light affliction" nought but blessing in disguise.
Yes, one thrill of holy comfort far outweighs the counter wrong,
-Everlasting consolation, sure and steadfast, tried and strong: (Heb. vi. 17-19.)
Everlasting life and glory, ours in the Eternal Three;
Christ Himself the Sum and Substance; Christ Himself its Surety.
Yes, oh yes, the Father portions to His children as He will,
Yet He loveth, careth, blesseth, guardeth, guideth, keepeth still. (1 Pet. i. 5.)
His right hand upon the balance, weighing the ascending scale
With His own imperial measure that can never fail. (Rom. viii. 35-39.)
Yes, oh yes, the Father portions to His children as He will,
Yet, " the exceeding weight of glory" e'er snstaineth present ill ;
Soon we dwell at peace for ever (when the night has ebbed away)
In the everlasting Presence of the everlasting day. (Rom. viii. 14-18.)
E. LLOYD. (1. W.)
THE THREE GREAT DESIRES OF THE CHRISTIAN.
that I may 8ee Jesus; the second is, that I may be like Jesus; and
the third is, that I may be with Jesus. "Then shall I be satisfied."
FIRST,

J.

MILEY.
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" JEHOVAH-NISSI."
[DEAR Srn,-I herewith forward you a few more fragments which I
have gathered up. Should the Lord be pleased to spare my unworthy
life, I hope in another paper to refer to the solemn event of 1829, from
which as a nation we are now suffering, and often wonder how the scene
will end; but" the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth, and the government is
upon His shoulders." I am truly thankful that the" Protestant Beacon"
comes forth from month to month, proving that the Lord hath not left
Himself without witnesses. That the Lord may be pleased long to spare
your life, and make all grace abound towards you, crowning your labours
from pulpit and press with His blessing, is the prayer of yours in Jesus,
Newport, I. Wo, Aug. 18, 1875.
SARAH HAMMOND.J
"THE Lord my banner," who has given a banner to them that fear Him,
that it may be displayed because of the truth, not rolled up as though
ashamed of Him who is called "Jehovah's Ensign," whom He hath set
up as a Leader and Commander to the people, and hath said for our
encouragement, "Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end." Let us,
then, as followers of them who through faith and patience are now inheriting the promises, unfurl our banners in sight of the enemy, and in
token of victory. Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord, and by
faith prepared an ark for the saving of his house, and the Lord shut
him in, not only by counsel and decree, but also by the oath which He
swore unto him; and, when the face of the ground was dry, at the command of the Lord, Noah went forth from the ark and built an altar unto
the Lord, and offered burnt offerings upon the altar. Abraham setup his
J ehovah.Jireh; and J acob took the stone that he had put for his pillow
and set it up for a pillar, and never forgot his first Bethel visit to his
dying day. Moses built an altar, and called it "Jehovah-Nissi." His successor, Joshua, took a great stone and set it up as a witness or memorial to
the faithfulness of Jehovah. Gideon built an altar unto the Lord, and
called it "Jehovah-Shalom "-The Lord send peace; and, though they
were faint as well as few, J ehovah helped them to pursue. Samuel set up
his Ebenezer; and David said, " We will rejoice in Thy salvation, and in
the name of our God will we set up our banners." Ezekiel closed his prophecy with" J ehovah-Shammah " -The Lord is there.
This reminds me of a sermon I heard on the first Sabbath morning of
1875, by the vicar of St. John's, from the text "Jehovah-Shammah," as a
watchword to go forward through the unknown future ofthe opening year,
be it what it may, whether through the furnace or the flood, "the Lord is
there," who has said, "When thou passeth through the fire thou shalt not
be burned, neither shall the flame kindle upon thee." And the morning
text on the last Sabbath in the same year was Deut. xxxiii. 27, "'1'he eternal God is thy Refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms." The
preacher went down by the footsteps of the flock, tracing out the signs,
marks, and evidences of those for whom the words were written, and to
whom they were addressed: "That, like as Moses lifted up the serpent in
the wilderness," so that those who were stung might look and live, even so
the eternal God, in the person of a precious Jesus as the only way
whereby God could be the just God and the Saviour, was now lifted upon the Gospel pole as the only Hefuge for every poor sensible sinner
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ouvinced by the Spirit of his lost nnd h lpless state by nature, and
led to flee to a crucified Jesus as the nly efugo from the alarms of a
gnilty conscience, the terrors of the law, and the accusations of Satan.
Hel'e the invitations and the consolations of th Gospel were sweetly set
forth, so that, whatever trials the believer may be called to pass through
in his wilderness journey, the eternal God was his Rofuge from every
storm and tempest, and the everlasting arms of a covenant God in Christ
were undern ath him to support and sustain under every affliction or trial,
till brought safely through the swellings of Jordan and safely landed on
the peaceful shores of Canaan, to sing with the ransomed throng, "Unto
Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood, to
Him be glory and dominion, for ever and ever. Amen."
When talking over the sermon to a Christian friend, I said it seemed
to contain the sum and substance of all that we should need if spared
through tbe eventful year of 1876. And this carries me back to bygone
days, during my sojourn in Yeovil, when favoured to hear the worthy
vicar of St. John's, and of Preston, and of Suffton, whose trumpet gave
a certain sound for thirty years. Often have I said, in reference to his
preaching, that not only was Christ Jesus and Him crucified "All and
in all" in the sinner's salvation, but it seemed as though he picked up
the poor sensible sinner from the ruins and the rubbish of the Fall,
tracing out his tribulated path all through the wilderness journey with
the cloudy and the fiery pillar before him, till the closing- scene when,
like J acoh, the aged saint sat up in bed rehearsing the righteous acts of
the God that had fed him all his life long, and the Angel that had
redeemed him from all evil, thus setting up his last Ebenezer; and then,
on the banks of J Ql'dan, and the triumphs of faith, saying, "0 death,
where is thy sting? 0 grave, where is thy victory?" And then, as if
tracing his flight around the throne among the ransomed throng,
methinks I see the dear man of God holding his arms and closing a
sermon not of ten or fifteen minutes long, but nearer sixty, in the same
firm, audible voice, and with the same rapt attention from his audience
as when he commenced exclaiming, ,. Unto Him that loved us, and
washed us from our sins in Ris own blood, and hath made us kings and
priests unto God and His Father, to IIim be glory and dominion for ever
and ever. Amen." And well do I remember, during the year 1854,
when the .lonely widow and her companions on alternate Sabbath mornings walked from Yeovil to Preston, saluting each other by the way in
the language of David, "I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go
up to the house of the Lord. 0 how amiable are Thy tabernacles, 0
Lord of hosts!" And, after the morning service, those of us who could
leave home, weather permitting, would trudge on to Suffton, communing
by the way of the things we had hoard, until we reached the little church
by the vicarage, and then go in and sit down and eat our morsel which
wo carried in our pockets, and, after once more sitting down under the
droppings of the sanctuary, pursuo our journey for three miles, feeling" How sweet the Sabbath thus to spend,
In hopes of one that ne'er shall end."
Nor can I forget the last sermon I ever heard him preach when wading
through deep waters. It was at Preston, on a Sabbath morning. His
text was, "Peace in believing-." Had he known the exercises of my
mind, it could not llare been more suitable and consoling. As I oame
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out of the church, a dear friend and brother in the faith, now g'one home,
took me by the hand, and said, "This sermon was for you."
These are some of Sarah's blessed memories. Many of these companions have long had the start of me, and but few of them are leftsome of them my junior saints below.
"Little once I thought that these
And leave me far behind,
Would first the summit gain,
Slow journeying through thc plain."

I

But here I am still, though twenty..one years have passed away since this
Protestant champion ceased to sound the alarm, and sweetly fell asleep
in Jesus; nor was there a young Elisha raised up to catch bis falling
mantle, but griev1JUs wolves have crept in and scattered the flock; and
now, alas! "Ichabod" is inscribed in legible characters within the walls
of that once hallowed sanctuary, St. John's Church, Yeovil.
We may well weep when we remember Zion; and those of us who
seriously lay these things to heart cannot refrain, as we call to mind the
many hallowed sanctuaries where the under shepherd and his flock" sat
under their own vine and fig tree, none daring to make them afraid," and
the many places of worship where the Lord's honour dwelt, scattered
throughout the length and breadth of the land like" Little spots enclosed by grace
Out of the world's wild wilderness."
But now, alas! Zion is "laid waste, her hedges are broken down, the boar
Qut the wood doth waste it, and the wild beast of the field doth devour it."
We feel constrained to take up the plaintive language of David and the
mourning Prophet (Ps.lxxiv. 4; lxxx. 12-14; Lam. ii. 6,7). "How is
the gold become dim! and the most fine gold changed!" Zion is, indeed, a
besieged city. Her enemies are on every side with their combined forces,
saying, "Erase her, erase her, even to the foundation! " And is there not a
cause? Yes; verily there are many have turned aside from the faith,
giving heed to seducing spirits; and some who began in the Spirit, and bid
fair to run well, have ended in the flesh, deserted the ranks, and said, "A
confederacy." Truly iniquity abounds, and the love of many waxeth cold!
Zion herself, in her languishing state, hath for years past manifested such
a state of apathy and indifference to these things; so that, while men
slept, the enemy has been sowing tares. It has been said to me, "Oh,
but I never thought it would come to this!" My answer is, "I did; "
but, like many others who have long since entered into rest, I thought all
these things of which we now see and hear would have come to pass
many years ago. How true it is, "The children of this world are wiser
in their generation than the children of light." Look at the activity,
zeal, and energy of our opponents, like the fowler, laying snares, traps,
and guns in secret places as pioneers of the Church of Rome; but now
unfurling her banners in defiance of the law and of the coronation oath.
Thanks to the Rock, and the undaunted perseverance of the worthy
editors, in exposing from time to time this mystery of iniquity which
doth already work. The words of the prophet meet us as we turn over its
pages: "Turn ye yet again, and ye shall yet see greater abominations."
A few months ago, after perusing one of them, which contained some
awful disclosures of their secret working in the dark, at which I recoiled
and turned aside to weep before the Lord, I opened my book of ancient
records. Turning to the eighth chapter of Ezekiel, I soon discovered every
eorresponding feature of the portrait drawn by the pon of divine inspira-
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tion. I then took from my book-shelf the last volume of Dr. Hawker's
Commentary upon tho sal;ne chapel'. Doubtless many readers of thi
Magazine can refer to it ; but, for the benefit of those who cannot, as it 80
far exceeds any comment of mine, and is so much to the point, I give it in
his own words, from the seventh verse to the end : What tended to aggravate these cl·.ving sins yet more was, that they were
committed in the v ry sanctuary, and they had thrown up a wall to conceal
them from everyeyej Ilnd none but His eye, which seeth in secret, could discover.
Alas! when sin is made yet more exceeding sinful, both from the place and
persons where u.nd by whom it is committed, the evil riseth to a greater
malignity. Lord, I pray Thee, give me grace to recollect that my secret sins
are in the light of Thy countenance, and all things are naked and open to the
eyes of Him with whom we have to do. Oh, what an awful account is here!
The prophet hath discovered now, through the Lord's teaching him, by looking
in throngh this hole in the wall, that it is not the common people, not the
ignorant, not tbe unlearned only, tbat were given to idolatry, but the very
elders-the ancients of the house of Israel, from whom the people ought to
have received knowledge. Tbe prophet saw seventy in number, that is tbe
whole Sanhedrim, meaning- all the elders. Perhaps the vision meant to say
that even those who sat before Ezekiel in Babylon were to be included; and
one, more daring than his fellows, the prophet saw whose person he knew;
and, to his everlasting disgrace, he is mentioned by name, and the whole
party were active and alive, ministering as the priests of the true God were
used to do in the temple service with their censors. Lord, what is man?
The Lurd's second appeal comes in after such a representation uncommonly
striking. Reader, have you and I seen sucn in our day, in which the divine
goodness is provoked? Oh, what chambers of imagery are there now in "he
world? yea, in the professing world. The Lord Himself hath said, and who
can unsay it, " The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked:
who can know it ?" What, are there more views, more of the same like abominations? Yes, here are the women of Israel introduced as well as the
men in their open and daring impiety! The former transgre3sions were in
the chambers of retirement, but these latter are open; they seem lost to all
shame; they are at the door of the gate. It is not said what this Tammuz
was-must probably an idol of a peculiar kind, for the women are said to be
weeping for it-but it hath been thought by some, that with their idolatry
they mingled whoredom, and as such, like the crocodile, were found shedding
tears over this pitiful image, tbe more easily, perhaps, to take their prey.
In such I stop to remark tbeir great tenderness (1 Sam. ii. 22). Lord, to
what a state hath sin bumbled our nature! Here is a picture which holds
forth the most finished representation of all. Here are about twenty-five
men, with a covered fI'Ont, get absolutely between the porch and the altar, that
sacred spot where tbe priests-the ministers of the LOl-d-presented themselves before the Lord (see J oel ii. 17); and, as if it were not enough to withhold worship from tbe Lord, they turned their backs toward the temple, and
their faces towards tbe east, to bow down to the creature of the Lord, even
the sun, while standing with an unbent knee before the Creator, who is over
all, God blessed for ever. As these twenty-five men are said to be between
the porch and the altar, there can be but little question but that they were
the priests-so awful, so tremendously awful, was this abomination! And now
the Lord makes an appeal to the prophet, and shows tbe justice of His cause
in the vengeance that follows; and who but must acknowledge it when he
beholds all Israel, with the elders, the women, the priests, and the people, all
given to idolatry?
And now a few words from his" Reflections" : Reader, let us pause over this sad view of this chapter. Could it have been
.conceived possible that, while a whole nation was reeking under the Lord's
chastisement of one of His sore judgments of captivity, that the few which
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were saved by divine mercy could have braved divine justice with such
horrible impiety? but, reader, in Israel we only read the history of all the
world and every heart since the Fall. How true and just is that Scripture,
" All the world is become guilty before God"! Oh, how blessed, how truly
blessed, that proclamation made by the Lord Himself in His holy mount,
when He passed by and proclaimed, " The Lord God, merciful aud gracious,
longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth"! The Lord help both
writer and reader to fall down under the deepest sense of sin, and to look up
under the humblest hope of acceptance in Jesus.
THE LAW IN GOSPEL LIGHT.
thief be found breaking up, and be smitten that he die, there shall no
blood be slwdjo1' him."-ExoDus xxii. 2.
THERE are more thieves than the moralist thinks; for multitudes rob
God of His honour and glory, of His high prerogatives in the government of His universe, and of praise for even daily mercies; thieves, too,
who rob their neighbour of that love which is the fulfilling of the law.
For every such offender " smitten" down to death, J ehovah declared by
Moses, the law-giver, "There shall no blood be shed," no atonement for
him who dies in his sin. He is thereby manifested to have no part in the
great atonement-that shedding of blood, without which is no remission.
But here follows the Gospel: "If the sun be risen upon him, there shall
be blood shed for him." Good news, indeed, to so many of us as, "being
convicted by our own conscience," come under the Apostle's list (1001'.
vi. 9.) as "thieves." Such were some of you! Will a man rob God?
but we I'obbed Him of tithes and offerings. We gave Him Dot the first
fruits of providential gifts, a tithe of our money, time, talents, faculties
(Gen. =viii. 22). We offered Dot a free heart, nor praise,the fruit Of our
lips (Heb. xiii. 15), nor yet our bodies a living sacrifice (Rom. xii. 1).
0, Lord, I am a thief! what shall I say unto Thee, but plead this
wonderful distinction that" the sun is risen upon me"? for "God, who
commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in my heart, to
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Ohrist." Therefore I plead the" blood" shed for me. The work of God
the Spirit shining in my heart proves my interest in the great atonement,
for are not the Spirit, the Father, and the Son, one? of one mind in the
redemption of sinners? May I not take the comfort of one in whose
heart God the Holy Ghost had wrought godly fear; for "unto you that
fear my Dame shall the Sun of Righteousness arise with healing in His
wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall, so
I'apidly becoming fat and flourishing"? (Mal. iv. 2.)
'fhe blood of the everlasting covenant was shed to purge such from
dead works to serve the living God. Further, it is commanded, " He
should makefull1·est£tution." Yes! in the person of our glorious Surety,
who truly could say, "Then I restored that which I took not away"
(Psa. lxix. 4.); and, since the Word of God is eminently practical, asweIl
as doctrinal and experimental, how clearly did Zaccheus illustrate the
precept, when the grace of the Lord brought salvation to his house, in his
readiness to restore his neighbour fourfold (plainly he knew the law of
Moses in this respect). Hero, too, fits in the apostolic precept, "Let us
walk honestly, as in the day," as those upon whom "the sun is risen."
We believers "are all children of light, and of the day;" we are not
of night nor of darkness, or, as somc love to sing, "rilgrims of tho
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night;" not owls nor bats, but eagles soaring towards the sun, and gazing
thereon, and with dove's gentle eyes, loving light and purity.
o Lord, looking into Thy law (for Thy commandment is exceeding
broad), I see as in a glass my defects, shortcomings, and defilements. Let
me look into" the perfect law of liberty," this gospel of atonement; but
let me not be a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work. I have
indeed, nothing wherewith to make restitution, nothing to pay with, and
have been "Bold under sin for my theft. I cannot answer one of a
thousand, but Thou shalt answer for me, 0 Lord, my God" ( Job ix. 3}.
Thou hast redeemed me, my near Kinsman, proclaiming the jubilee in
my Boul, and being free, I become Christ's servant (1 COl'. vii. 22).
Albeit I must needs confess I owe unto Thee, mine own self beside (Phi!.
19). "Being now made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye
have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. For the wages
of sin is.death, but the gift of God is eternal life, through Jesus Christ
our Lord" (Rom. vi. 22, 23).
What a Biblical commentary is here afforded in these two verses upon
the second in Exodus xxii. !
MAnY.
SAVED BY GRACE.
".It is good for a man that he bear the yoke in his youth."-LAM. iii. 27.
AND he who is thus blessed, will, sooner or later, be brought with joy to
verify this; for they who really know what the yoke lined with sovereign
love is, and the solid happiness resulting therefrom, as compared with
the galling yoke of sin, can indeed say, " His yoke is easy and His burden
is light!" What a mercy to be " pressing toward the mark for the prize
of our high calling of God in Christ Jesus!" There is real dignity in this
pursuit, although no merit to the creature; for it is grace conferred which
makes the prize more desirable.
Cannot we remember a time when we were entrammelled in Satan's
yoke, and apparently doing all in our power to please that enemy of
souls? nay, we were living" without hope and without God in the world" ?
And was there auy real happiness in this, with the daily prickings of
conscience? Such would have been our position at this moment, had not
divine mercy arrested and torn us from the destroyer's grasp. Yes, our
portion would have been that of the bottomless pit, ever sinking, eternally
enduring divine wrath, and never able to satisfy infinite justice. But
God, who is rich in mercy (often through His ministering servants), strikes
with the hammer of His Word the flinty heart, producing a spark, by
the light of which the prodigal sees sin stamped upon it. And now,
l'e(6lizing for the first time that he is a sinner, on bended knees vows what
he as yet knows not his inability to perform. Stili he strives, and only
by degrees becomes acquainted with his weakness; and, as the beams of
light pierce more deeply, somewhat of the IKIQUITY of sin is seen, and
thus dread increases; and the poor soul, full of anguish, despairing of
any hope, with eyes turned upward, groans for mercy, as it were, for the
last time. Now Jesus draws nigh, and He who brought life and immortality to light bids the sinner" live," who never lived till now.
A moment of Immanuel's presence gives the blind eyesight; and a
And then how wondrous
knowledge making wise unto salvation.
appears the plan of salvation-simple, yet in it an infinite depth, to fathom
which belongs to a Triune God. Before this a mirage had deceived us,
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but what a new life now opens! Our late master, unwilling to lose,
though he cannot retain possession of us, uses all his power to militate
against the enjoyment of this relationship, and thus insinuates don bts
and fears as to its reality; and the poor soul, now knowing somewhat of
its own weakness and depravity (and at times forgetting his righteousness
is all IMPUTED), fails to find any reason for an interest in redemption's work.
And well he may, when seeking it in sinful self, instead of through the
Saviour's merits; So the crafty enemy brings him to the very verge of
despair, when the Spirit within whispers, " Tell all to Jesus," at which
there is a little gleam of hope that it may be He will be gracious; so,
weeping, the poor soulfalls down at the Redeemer's feet, and hears Him
say, with melting tenderness, "I have blotted out thy sins as a cloud, and
thine iniquities as a thick cloud; and will remember them no more
for ever." When the blackness and iniquity of sin is brought to
light, then, and not till then, is our glorious redemption fully prized;
and its Author, in unfolding His plan of redemption, brings to light
a relationship, causing the heir to aspire. Accordingly his language
now is, "One thing have I desired of the Lord, and that will I seek
after; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my
life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in His temple."
He also is brou?;ht to know somewhat of the peace resulting from a
dwelling in the King's presence; and thus, ere the wilderness journey
commences, he is to enjoy a taste of that love which he hopes to spend
an eternity exulting in. Upon the mountain top of joy, he sings" 0 J eaus, King most wonderful! I 'fhou sweetest, most ineffable,
Thou Conqueror renowned;
I In whom all joys are found! "
But this position is not more safe than the valley he has to pass through;
and, though he thought lightly of the need for shoes of iron and brass,
he is brought to acknowledge, by his own want of the same, that the
promise was made for the need to come, so the needy one humbly claims
what his King delights to give. How often, when thus far, is it the case,
the Lord places His children in a position of solitude, free from surroundings of form, that they may more fully experience the reality of the
inner life, and the one Source of strength, thus the better fitting them to
live in families. Now, the difference appears; acquaintances think it a
pity he should hold such strange notions; so, one by one, they fall away
till none is left; and a mercy it is so, for, had they continued, they would
have been so many thorns. Trials arise, and the way seems perplexing;
no one to comfort, none to confide in, till that sweet voice again whispers,
"Go, tell it to thy Brother born for adversity." "Ah!" remembers the
troubled one, "I know He will both pity and help me." But, ere the
prodigal can tell out his sorrows, the Father's kiss breaks short his confession, and the poor wanderer is soon rejoicing again in his Father's
love. So, little upon little, the lesson is learned that He who answers
before we call, and knoweth all our needs, is our only safe Refuge. And
a knowledge of self and sin will make a man real, at least, before his
God; so, being weaned in a measure from an arm of flesh, which at
most important junctures often proves to be weakness itself, and coming
unto a Stone-disallowed, indeed, of men, but precious-he draws nourishment from the well of salvation, each draught of which is sweeter; and,
drawn with the cords of love, his life may now be said to consist in a
continual coming unto the Lord.
Chelm~ford.

O. J. O.
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CONFLICT AND CONSOLATION.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR fellow-companion in tribulatioD, fellow-traveller to a solemn, and,
I trust, through divine grace, a blissful eternity,-I find the way
rough, the path devious. My fears sometimes run high, my faith is
sometimes very, very feeble, and my hope well-nigh extinguished. Since
writing the article which is now appearing in the pages of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, I have had to drink of the waters of Marah-the bitter waters
of trial, disappointment, grief, dejection, and distraction. The words of
Job are very descriptive of what the body has had to endure, in addition to
what I have passed through mentally: "Wearisome nights are appointed
to me. When I lie down, I say, When shall I arise, and the night be
gone? and I am full of tossings to and fro unto the dawning of the day"
(vii. 3, 4).
How easy it is to say, "The Lord reigneth," when things are going
smoothly with us; when the sun shines over our heads; when matters
temporal prosper; when we feel a disposition within us to settle down in
our soft, downy nest; when we feel no raukling thorn, no adverse wind,
no pelting sleet, no nipping frost, no chilling, stormy blast! But with
what very different feelings do we subscribe to this blessed, solemn, and
precious truth when the storm gathers over us-when the clouds hide for
a season the bright, cheering, warming rays of the sun-when we experience spiritually what the Apostle Paul and his companions realized
literally as they sailed towards Rome, the account of which we find
recorded in the twenty-seventh chapter of the Acts: "And when neithel'
sun nor stars in many days appeared, and no small tempest lay on us,
all hope that we should be saved was then taken away." When we come to the
test; when the Lord proves us withsome keen, sharp, and humbling trial ;
when He shows us what poor ill.deserving-aye, and hell-deservingwretches we are in ourselves considered, when we are enveloped in sorrow,
and when, according to creature apprehension, the hand of the Lord is
gone out against us; then, ah ! then, indeed, we find it hard work to say
feelingly and submissively, "The Lord reigneth;" "My times are in Thy
hand."
Well, dear brother, what the Lord teaches us in the deep waters (and
it is here He does teach His dear people) makes an indelible impressioncannot be entirely forgotten. We may lose the savour of what He teaches
us in times of affliction, we may lose the comfort He is pleased to give
us when we seem at our wits' encl, and we may lose sight for a season
of His timely interference; but is there not a sweet recollection of His
former mercy and goodness, not only as a God of providence, but also as
a God of grace, when the Remembrancer, the blessed Spirit, brings these
things again in review, when He helps us to look back upon the past?
Yes, yes, there is; and we are enabled to sing, in the midst of our trials
and difficulties, with tearful eyes and love-broken hearts" Begone, unbelief, my Saviour is near,
And for my relief will surely appear;
By prayer let me wrestle, and He will perform:
With Christ in the vessel, I smile at the storm.

MO

Tlte Gospel M ag-azmf.
" His love in time past forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink;
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review
Confirms His good pleasure to help me quite through."

" Quite through 1" No half work with the Lord Jehovah! Our fears may
prevail respecting the issue of matters. The Oll emy of our souls m:ty accuse
us, and rake up a long cataloglle of charges, both true and false, against
us, suggesting that Goel cannot show mercy to such wayward, rebellious,
ungrateful, unmindful sinners as we are. What a mercy for poor helpless, staggering, harassed, perplexed, devil-distressed ones that Goel has
said in His holy, inviolable Word, "Hitherto shalt thou come, anil no
f~l1'ther, and here shall thy proud waves be stayed"! (Job xxxviii. 11.)
Our unb131ief can never carry us beyonel this divine limit. Satan may
roar fiercely, but, with all his implacable enmity anel power, he cannot
exceed God's" hitherto." He's a strong foe, but he's a chained foe. He
cannot move a single inch without Jehovah's permission. He (the Lord)
holds the chain in His omnipotent hand, by which the great adversary
is bound. Oh, for living faith in lively exercise to meet the accusations
of Satan in times of sorrow and dejection with an "It is written!"
Nothing is so effectual as the two-edged sword of God's Word, in the
hands of living faith, wherewith to encounter the accuser of the brethren.
The Lord make us expert in the use of this weapon. Without Him we
can do nothing; through Him we can do all things. "Blessed be the
Lord, my strength," says David, " which teacheth my hands to war, j),nd
my fingers to fight" (Psa. cxliv. 1). We are poor cowards if left to
ourselves; we flee at the approach of danger unless the Captain of our
salvation shows Himself upon the field; or we rush heedlessly into the
strife without duly considering our own weakness and inability to cope
with the world, the flesh, and the devil. In all our conflicts with sin
and Satan, self and the world, this truth holds good, "Lo, I am with
you allOay, even unto the end of the world. Amen."
It matters not, then, how severe our trials may be, or how protracted,
the result is certain-our good and God's glory. If we are heirs of
God, and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ; no foe can do us any real harm,
no circumstance can militate against our present and eternal welfare as
new creatures in Christ Jesus; for the Apostle Paul, speaking by the Holy
Ghost, affirms, "All things (however comprehensive) are yours; whether
Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world (with all its entanglements).
or life (with all its ups and downs), or death (with all its apprehended
gloom), or things present (whatever their nature), or things to come
(however painful and trying to flesh and blood); all are yours, and ye
are Christ's (by eternal election union, everlasting rolationship), and
Christ is God's" (1 Cor. iii. 22, 23).
If we couldEe down at night upon our bed in the sweet conviction
and assuranco of our interest in this cataloguo of new covenant blessings,
we should not have so many sleepless hours as we do ; we should not
have so many tossings to and fro. Alas! alas! when our way is hedged
up, when tho burden hangs heavy upon our back, instead of casting it
upon the Lord, and leaving om'solves and our circumstances entirely in
His gracious hands, we labour with all our might to manage matters
without His help, until, wearied with our efforts, we fall down at His
blessed feet with a " Lord, help me! "
This short, pointed, Bible prayor has been the language of my inmost
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soul hundreds of times during the last few months. I have felt again
and again so completely crushed with the trials of the way, so overwhelmed with a sense of my baseness and unprofitableness, and so
sonsible of my entire dependence upon the Lord, that I have felt as
though I should sink if the weight were increased, unless the Lord
granted more grace, more strength.
Well, here I am, "brought safely by His hand thus far," with nothing
to boast of, but much to be thanldill for. And, dear brother, although
I have not felt and realized so much of tho Lord's presence as I could
have wished during what He has caused me latoly to pass through, yet
there have been one or two favoured seasons when I could say from my
hBart with the Shunammite in the days of old, "It is well."
What but God's grace could enable a poor worm of the earth to feel
submissive to the divine will in the midst of losses, crosses, and disappointmentJ;1? And what short of the blessed teaching of God the Holy
Ghost could cause the soul of a helpless sinner to say, when surrounded
with the ills and cares of this mortal life, "It is the Lord; let Him do
what seemeth Him good" ? Nothing!
How different the feelings of the soul when brought deeply and
solemnly to experience what I have just now stated over merely acknowledging and confessing in a theoretical, doctrinal manner, "It is the
Lord," &c. We love doctrine, but we must have something more ere we
can rest satisfied-the vital experience of the doctrine in our souls. The
Lord bless our souls for His name's sake.
Yours in the valley of tribulatioD,
Coventry.
J. BURToN..
THE BURNING BUSH.
To the Editor of the Gospel .lfagazine.

(

DEAlt Sm,-The other day I was looking over some very old books,
and met with an old copy of the late Dr. Owen, on "The Glory of Ohrist,"
and in reading it (with which I was interested) I came to the call of
Moses, as we find it in Exodus iii., to be the leader and deliverer (inst1'umentally) of Israel (see v. 10) out of Egypt. Moses was tending Jethro's
:£lock of sheep, and the angel of the Lord appeared in a burning bush
to him. "And Moses said, I will turn me aside, and see this great sight"
(3 v.). And God called, "Moses, Moses. And he answered, Here am I."
"And the Lord said, I have sean the affliction of my people in Egypt (7 v.).
Oome now, I will send thee unto Pharaoh " (10 v.). Moses expostulates
(as it were) with God (11 v.): "Who am I, that I should go unto
Pharaoh?" But God gives Moses the promise of His presence (12 v.)
"Oertainly I will be with thee." And He gives him a toke:::J. (14 v.) "I
AM hath sent me unto you." Hence, to me, the burning bush has
been a clear and striking type of the Ohurch in the wilderness, and,
therefore, differ from Dr. Owen in the view he takes of it on page 49,
where he says, "The eternal fire of the Divine nature dwells in the
bush of our frail nature, yet is not consumed thereby." This, I say, is
not rightly divining the Word of God in this passage. Dr. Owen may
have been considered sound in theology in his day; but to me it is evident
that God employed the great sight-Moses saw a bush on fire, and not
consumed-to represent His Cl~ut·c7~ to the end of time, existing amidst
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persecution and opposition from earth and hell, to overthrow and subdue.
This, we say, is like God, as was" the manna," "the water and the Red
Sea," "the deliverance of Israel, and over~hrow ofPharoah and his host."
Hence the Psalmist says, "'Tis better to trust in the Lord than put confidence in man" or in princes, or kings with armies.
I conclude the works of old divines, as Owen, Tillotson, Newton,
Wesley, Romaine, Toplady, Baxter, Hawker, Gill, Huntington, &c., are
but little read in our day, being superseded by endless new works, more
adapted to the age and taste of intellectual, theological readers.
SACRED COLLOQUY.
Let thy" garments" e'er be "white,"
THE BELIEVER.
As becomes a child of light;
DEAR Redeemer of my soul,
Then the faithless world will see
Thou hast made my spirit whole;
How thou dost resemble me.
Hast my numerous sins forgiven,
Rais'd my hopes as high as heaven.
W ould'st thou closely" follow me,"
Thou must also 'Tilling be
Thus, my heart adores Thee now,
To forego thy fleshly ease,
And my songs with rapture glow;
Not prefer thyself to please.
Henceforth let my being be
One thanksgiving psalm to Thee.
Tell the weary of the rest
To be found upon my breast;
Dost Thou my small service need P
Give the strength, supply the" seed;" To the needy, lost, and poor,
Guide the hand to scatter, where
Point to mercy's open door.
It shall fruit abundant bear.
I the broken spirit bind,
Let me in Thy footsteps tread,
For the" mourner" solace find;
By the Spirit's whisper led;
Lift the cross to tear-dimm'd eyesTell me what it is to be
Go, my child, and do likewise.
Truly follower of Thee.
Sometimes will the way seem hard,
THE SAVIOUR.
Plans be mock'd, and projects marr'd ;
If thou would'st my path discern,
Faith will tremble, hope give way,
Take my yoke, and of me learn;
Sun nor stars shed e'en a ray.
Sitting ever at my feet,
But, if leaning on my strength,
Posture for disciples meet.
Victor thou shalt prove at length;
But, 'tis little thou can'st know
And all thou hast done for 111£
Of my toilsome walk below;
I will well repay to thee!
Like a bruis'd and broken reed,
THE BELIEVER.
Thou would'st quickly fail indeed.
Lord, Thy words like music sound!
Still, the wish within thy heart
Let but grace in me abound!
Shall be granted thee-in part-"
Fan my love into a flame,
Thou shalt" suffer" with me here,
Thus to glorify Thy name.
Shame, and grief, and hatred bear.
I am meek and lowly tooGrace must pride in thee subdue;
Would'st thou in my image shine?
Let humility be thine.
Cardiff·

Then, accept the service, small,
Worthless, but it is my all ;
Love shall crown Thy brow with praise
When I see Thee" face to face."
J.P.C.

"NOTHING but an interest in Christ can give peace in life or comfort
in death. He is' the Chief among ten thousand, the altogether lovely.'
Oh, this precious Sav£our! He is my All in all! I live upon Chr£st; yea,
I die also, leaning wholly upon His foundation."-Rev. John W~7lison, of
IJlmdec.
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EXTRAOTS FROM THE DIARY OF THE LATE "LITrLE
ONE," OF MANOHESTER.
(Continlloclft'olll P{/go 1D7.)

"May 15, 1859.-Szmday m/;ht.-Have been favoured with two
excellent sermons to-day. We are having a course of sermons in the
evenings on the Holy Spirit, and to-night it was 'The Spirit's Witness.'
Mr. Price spoke of His witnessing chiefly in two principal ways-of
Ohrist in the 'Word, and in the heart of a believer, which will be in
accordance with the vVord, and no excitement taken for it. The sermon
was very clear, but my memory very deficient.
" May 22.-Have been privileged to hear the sermon on 'The Earnest
of the Spirit.' It was very beautifully and clearly shown what the
inheritance was, and when obtained; and how the earnest of the Spirit,
being a part of it, bestowed upon the believer now, would fill us witlt
joy in the realization of it. Mr. Price also spoke very sweetly of the
peoplo of God having a property in God through the purchase of
Ohrist, and, by the right of their union with Him, all the love of God to
Ohrist they shared in; and God having also a property in His peopleOhrist and His sheep being one, and Ohrist and the Father being ODe.
The full possession of our inheritance in heaven will be at the redemption of the body.
"June 5.-Heard Mr. Price preach the last of the sermons on the
Holy Spirit, from the words, 'He shall glorify me '-the Spirit dwelling
in the manhood of Jesus, by whom His miracles were performed. They
bave been a wonderful course of sermons, and the same Spirit has been
graciously pleased to own and bless the attempt to honour Him. As for
myself, I have had a remarkable outpouring of the Holy Spirit in my
heart, and have felt the presence of the ever- blessed Trinity very precious to me. The Lord has granted me such a view of my oneness with
Ohrist, and through Him with the Father, by the indwelling of the
Spirit, that, were it not for' the thorn in the flesh,' I should sometimes be
ready to say with St. Paul, 'Whether in the body, or Qut of the body, I
cannot tell.' And, though I am vile and hell-deserving in myself, I hear
my Saviour saying, 'Thou art all fair, my love; there is no spot in thee.'
Oh, when, Lord Jesus, shall I see Thee as Thou art? Oome, Lord Jesus,
come quickly!
"July 4.-Heard another excellent sermon last night by Mr. Price,
from Romans vii. 21, 'I find, then, a law in my members.' . . He
described the Ohristian's conflict between the old man and the new as
growing stronger the longer we live, and increasing in intensity the
nearer we come to our final rest. Paul was not very far from his when
he penned that chapter, so full of comfort to every tried and tempted
child of God. The sermon was just what I wanted, and surely the Lord
sent it to me, for I had got into such a dull, cold state, that, had I not
been enabled to take comfort from knowing that' God is love,' and
changes not, I should have almost doubted whether I had any part in
the matter; but His Word stands firm, 'I am the Lord, I change not;
therefore, ye sons of J acob are not consumed.' Precious truth! the
unchangeableness of a covenant-keeping God.
s s
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" Aitg2tSt 1.-Was privileged to hear two excellent sermons yesterday.
One in the morning, by our own dear Mr. Price, from' If the Son shall
make you free, then are ye free indeed;' in the evening, at St. Clement's,
Manchester, by Mr. Hewlett, from Heb. iii.l: 'Wherefore, holy brethren,
partakers of the heavenly calling.' . . I enjoyed both greatly, and
had a lift by the way, having previously felt very dull.
" August H.-Heard a very good sermon this day, from the Rev. vVm.
Parks, of Openshaw, in our own church. His text was from 2 Peter i.
part of first verse: 'To them who have obtained like precious faith.' He
is a very staunch and unflinching preacher, and shuns not to declare
'the whole counsel of God.'
"August 20.-Sat2trday noon.-I am just about to set off to see my
dear sister. She is now, I am thankful to say, in her usual health.
Lord, grant us journeying mercies, and give us to experience the truth
of that promise, 'The Lord is thy Keeper.' Last night we attended a
prayer-meeting for the outpouring of the Spirit in our parish in Rushholme.
" September 2.-Through the mercy of our God we returned home in
safety. I had not intended going to Staffordshire this year, but the
Lord seemed to call us there, and by this visit I have seen a purpose
accomplished which has caused me much anxiety for years! How true
that the Lord will work all things for us in His own good time. ' My
time is not yet come, but yours is always ready.' He had a set time to
visit the grave of Lazarus, and to go up to Jerusalem. And here have
I been toiling year after year to accomplish this desirable end, and now
it is brought about without any trouble on my part at all. I thank God
Re has used me as the instrument; but I am content to give Him all
the glory, although it is only a temporal blessing.
"September 14.-We intend (if the Lord.permit) setting off to Ireland to-night. It is a long journey we have before us, but we think of
resting for a night in Dublin, and then proceeding to Westport. Again
has that sweet promise been mUlch on my mind, 'The Lord is thy
Keeper.'
" October 8.-Heturned home this day from Ireland, having sailed
from Belfast to Fleetwood; and I can truly say, 'His compassions fail
not; they are new every morning.'
" Oetober lO.-Heard two excellent. sermons from Mr. Hewlett, of
Astley. They were, as his generally are, full of power and unction.
" October 24.-Heard a very solemn sermon yesterday morning from
Mr. Price. His text, was, 'And He came and touched the bier.'. . .
I was glad to hear that he thought there would be a recognition of our
friends in heaven, so that we have the delightful prospect of meeting and
knowing loved ones gone before. I have been strengthened in the idea
by this passage, 'And I say unto you that many shall come from the
east and from the west, and shall sit down wi.th Abrabam, and Isaac, and
Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven.' Now I think we may fairly conclude
that we shall know these persons. Why, then, not our own friends?
"November I.-Tuesday evcning.-Have been thinking to-night of the
different methods used by the Holy Spirit for conversion; and, if sudden
and deep conviction is the only true sign, I may write bitter things
against myself. For many years I have had an abiding sense of my own
sinfulness, but I have now found comfort in the great fact that Christ is
worthy to open the Book, and find all my sins blotted out by His own
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handwriting, when He took them out of the way, nailing them to lli:3
cross; so that He seems to have opened my heart even more gradually
than He did that of Lydia, and, liko the unbelieving 'rhomas, I have had,
as it were, to put my fingor into the print of the nails, and thrust my
hand into His side, before I could say, 'My Lord and my God.'
"November 26.-0n Thursday last we had a meeting for Ohristian
communion and conversation-our dear minister, his wife, &c., about
ten in number. Our subject, proposed by myself, was 'Brotherly Love.'
We had a pleasant, and, I trust, profitable evening. These meetings, we
expect, will be held once a month at each of our houses through the
winter, and we hope they may be a means of building us up in our most
holy faith, and knitting us together, like the early Ohristians, in the bonds
of love.
.
"Novembm' 27.-This is my dear husband's birthday, and how ardently
do I long to see him born again! Sometimes I hope a good work has
been begun in him, as he seems to love better things more than he once
did. But oh, what a mighty change is required to subdue the pride of
man's heart, and bring the sinner to the foot of the cross, crying out,
, God, be merciful to me, a sinner'! This is what I want to see-a
thorough breaking up of the stony ground, and an entire emptying of
self, acknowledging himself helpless, hopeless, lost, and undone; because
I am certain that, wherever the Holy Spirit works in the heart of a sinner,
he will be brought to feel and confess himself the vilest of the vile; and,
when the love of Ohrist is revealed to him, he will be full of amazement
that it should be shown towards Mm. I am often led to wonder, and say
for myself, 'Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in Thy sight.' I can
only hope hereafter' to comprehend with all saints' something of that
, love which passeth knowledge,' and to be 'filled with all the fulness of
God.' We have had a wonderfully powerful sermon this morning from the
words, 'May the grace of the Lord Jesus Ohrist, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Ghost be with you all.' Mr. Price spoke of
the grace of Ohrist manifested throughout His life; then the love of God,
eternal, free, and unchangeable; and, having chosen It people unto Himself, they had the communion of the Holy Spirit by His indwelling in
their hearts, not merely as an influence, but as God Himself abiding, as
Ohrist said, 'It is expedient for you that 1 go away.'
How
strongly did Mr. Price speak of the awful depravity of the human heart,
even citing himself as an example of what he felt he should be but for
the restraining grace of Ohrist. My heart responded to every word, and
we have St. Paul's testimony to the same truth. This sermon gave
great offence to some in the congregation, but this is a strong proof (if
any were wanting) ofthe truth of God's Word, which declares the opposition of the natural heart to these humbling doctrines: 'The carnal
mind is not subject to the law of God.'
" December 4.-Again has the Lord spared me to see another birthday,
and I can still say, 'Surely goodness and mercy have followed me all
the days of my life;' and I trust I may add with believing confidence,
, I shall dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.' I am now forty-one,
and have been thinking lately that, instead of being a pillar in the house
of God, I am nothing but a dry stick, and cannot see of what use I am
to the Master Builder. Yet, as Paul says, 'God hath set the members
everyone of them in the body, as it hath pleased Him;' and those which
Beem to be more feeble are necessary. I must be wanted to fill up
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some little portion of the body which lacked. Lord, keep me mindful
of my high calling!
" December 9.-Went yesterday to see E. B. Found her down stairs on
a sofa, where she lies a sufferer day and night, resting on her covenant
God. I had hoped she would have been released ere this, but it seems
the Lord has need of her a little longer. If she recovers, she is still ~
helpless cripple; but it always does me good to see her.
" December 23.-Fridayevening.-How good and kind the Lord is to us !
He has this day given us our present residence, Lady Barn Cottage, for
our own, having put it into the heart, and enabled my dear husband to
buy it. I feel a warm attachment to it on account of it having been
once the home of my honoured departed parents; and it was from this
home I was united to my beloved husband. Lord} keep us from making
an idol of our happy home! Suffer us not to fancy this our rest, and
keep us from setting our hearts upon it; but may we ever look forward to
our heavenly home, the mansion prepared by our blessed Saviour, into
which may we have an abundant entrance.
"December 31.-Saturday night, IO.30.-This year has nearly departed,
and yet I am spared. Oh, Lord, give me grace to devote the next more
to Thy service!
"January 2, 1860.-Monday evening.-The Lord has graciously permitted me to see the commencement of another year, and has promised
that, 'as my days my strength shall be.' Our New Year's text was, 'Is
anything too hard for the Lord?' May this help us all through the year!
I could not attend church in the morning of yesterday, but in the evening I heard a sermon which made amends for the deprivation. It was
the sixth of a course of sermons on Ezekiel's vision of the wheels. The
points chiefly noticed were, that the wheel was made to bear heavy
burdens, and that it needed continual oiling. So the Church of Christ
(and each member of the same) have burdens to bear from within and
without; but, hard as these last may be, which the believer feels more
acutely than the man of the world, those from within springing from the
evil of our hearts are the heaviest, making us to long to be free from
the body of sin and death. But, as the axle which bore the greatest part
of the burden fitted. into the nave or centre of the wheel, so the heaviest
part of our burden is sustained by Chri.st" 'In every pang that rends the heal't
The Man of Sorrows bears a part.'
'In all their affiictions He was afflicted, and the angel of His presence
saved them:' .
And, as the wheel required to be continually oiled,
so the behever needs a constant supply of grace-a daily and hourly
application by the Holy Spirit of the blood of sprinkling; so that to
~very thorn in the flesh the promise is, 'My grace is sufficient.'
. . .
Then shall we say, 'Most gladly, therefore, will I rather glory in my
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.' . . . It
was a most refreii\hing sermon to me, and how thankful I ouO'ht to be for
l:>
all tllese privileges which I eujoy.-10 p.m.
[Those readers who" know the joyful sound," and are favoured to hear
regularly a !Uiniste~' '.' enlightened with the light of the living," will quite
understand the aVIdIty of our dear departed friend in finding the Word
of God, and eatiNg it to the joy and rejoicing of her heart. And such
as have grown old, and through the changes of God's providence may
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be now deprived of what they enjoyed in the days of their youth, can
look back in pleasaut memory to the time when, and probably the place
where, they were similarly favoured. There are just a few of these last
remaining, whose earliest associations with divine things were endeared
to them in connection with St. Clement's Church, Manchester, where the
late Rev. W. N unn preached most powerfully "the everlasting Gospel."
Through the changes of half-a-c entury this church is now being taken
down; and, though it had neither outward nor inward human adornment,
yet it could be said of it, as of Zion of old, "This and that man were
born there," and in such numbers as "the Lord shall count when He
writeth up the people."
His servants that "take pleasure in her
stones" can only be reconciled to such a demolition by the hope that,
in other favoured places arising through the ruin of that, the glorious
Gospel of the blessed God may be so extended as to be living memorials
for the generations to come.
l< Within thy walls we often heard the tones
Of much·loved friends, now silent in the grave;
Such fond remembrance lingers round thy stones,
We could have wished thy well-known form to save.
"But hush, sad thought! where they are gone before
There is ' no temple' built by mortal hand;
Safe in God's presence they His love adore,
And rest for ever in the pleasant land.
"There we may meet them, earthly homes grow chill ;
And change and sorrow are our portion here;
But' everlasting joy' lights Zion's hill,
And God Himself shall wipe away each tear."]
(To be eonti1!tua.)

JJfanclwster.

E. S.

A PILGRIM'S CRY.
THE Lord my Shepherd is,
I dare not think of rest
And He will guide me home
Except Thou shelter me :
To that sweet land of rest,
Oh, God, my weary soul
Where storms call never come.
No refuge knows but Thee.
Oh, how my weary soul
Oh, why, my God, oh, why
Yearns for the promised rest;
Dost Thou withhold Thy hand?
My God, oh, when shall I
Thou knowest that I am
Enjoy that portion blest?
Too weak and faint to stand.
Wounded, and sick, a,nd faint,
To Thee my soul looks up,
I have no power to move;
Thou art my my only Hope;
Lord, bear me in Thine arms
Lord, leave me not alone
Of everlasting love.
With Satan's power to cope.
Fierce storms beat on my head,
Be near me when I fight,
Dense gloom encircles me;
Be near me when I fall ;
I hea,r the" lion" roar,
And may I heal' ere long
And, oh, I cannot see!
Thy gentle loving call
He tracks my weary steps,
To leave this battle-field,
He ever hunts my soul;
This land of storms and strife'
With bitter rage he tries
To lay aside my sword
)
To keep me from my goal.
And wear the crown of life.
Hot has the battle been,
But long or short the way,
Oh, let me rest awhile;
And be it dark or light·
Dear Saviour, cheer my heart
Lord, give me grace to tru'st,
With Thine own tender smile.
" Till faith be lost in sight."
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THE REV. G. W. STRATON'S OPENING ADDRESS AT THE
LEICESTER CONFERENCE, MORNING MEETING, APRIL
28TH, 1876.
GOD'S ORDINATION OF HIS OWN MINISTERS, AB RECORDED IN THE CASE OF
ST. PAUL, ACTS :xxvi. 16, ETC.; AND THE WORK TO BE ACCOMPLISHED BY
THEIR TESTIMONY FOR GOD, INDEPENDENT OJ!' THEIR OlmINATION OR
RECOGNITION BY MAN OR MAN'S REQUIREMENTS.

I AM not going to say a word to-day, either of approval or disapproval,
of the modes adopted by the various Christian Ohurches in the ditTerent
nationalities and tribes of the Gentile people of the earth, in regard to the
ordination of men who are admitted to be ministers in the different communities, as our Divine Master, our glorious risen and exalted Lord, left
no instructions before His departure, and has sent none since on the subject from the throne of the Father. The epistles to the seven Churches,
which symbolize the totality of Churches during the present parenthetical
dispensation, do not contain even a hint on the subject. The command by
the Holy Ghost, moreover, given to certain prophets and teachers in the
Church that was at Antioch, "Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work
whereunto I have called them," is wholly unencumbered with ritualistic
direction. We simply learn that, when they fasted and prayed and laid
their hands on them, they sent them away; and it is added that they,
being sent forth by the Holy Gh08t, departed for the work to which God
Himself had previously called them.
.
How beautifully simple was this way of setting apart or separating
men from the uncalled ones for the ministry of the Gospel of the grace
of God! Without speaking positively, may we not infer that this direction to the Church at Antioch was an ignoring by the glorious Head of
the Church, who holds the seven stars in His right hand, and walks in
the midst of the seven candlesticks, of the affair recorded in the first
chapter of the Acts, when they cast lots, and the lot fell upon Matthias,
and he was numbered by those who took action in the matter with the
eleven apostles? They had received no command to act thus; there was
no recognition by the Lord of their proceedings. Matthias is never once
named after in the New Testament, and we find that only twelve apostles
of the Lamb are spoken of in the arrangements of the eternal kingdom,
as recorded in Rev. xxi. 14. But this occurred before the gift of the
Holy Ghost at Pentecost, which may account for the transaction; still, it
should certainly be a caution to those who in:these days, "having itching
ears, heap to themselves teachers after their own lusts, not being able to
endure sound doctrine; who turn away their ears from the truth, and are
turned unto fables."
The Divine calling and ordination of Saul of Tarsus to the ministry
of the Gospel is the subject for our consideration to-day. May the Spirit
of Ohrist be with us in endeavouring to open up this great subject, and
in meditating upon it! What our blessed Lord had said when on earth
to the other apostles is marvellously exemplified in the case of Saul:
"Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that
ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain (or
abide); the same word as abide in me" (John xv. 16,19). What the truth
of the Gospel accomplishes by God's ministers remains or abides. "So
shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth; it shall not return
unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall
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prosper in this thing whereunto I sent it." "For he whom God hath
Bent speaketh the words (If God" (John iii. 34). How different to the
sensational excitements we have had so much of lately, which have
passed away like the early cloud and morning dew, leaving no spiritual
result behind. Again, our Lord says to His ministers, " If ye were of the
world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world.
but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you."
How admired, how trusted and honoured was Saul by the world in his
career of enmity to God, before the Lord Jesus appeared to him and
ordained him! How hated and persecuted was he afterwards! But,
beloved brethren, the new and eternal life, implanted through the
Word of Truth received into the heart by Divine power, is a life that the
wicked one cannot destroy or touc7~, thongh he may be permitted to act
powerfully upon the old Adam nature. ·What a change was effected in
·Saul! Let ns hear his own testimony: "I verily thought with. myself,
that I oug-ht to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of
Nazareth. Which things I also did in Jerusalem: and many of the
saints did I shut up in prison, having received authority from the chief
priests; and when they were put to death, I gave my voice a~ainst them.
And I punished them oft in every synagogue, and compelled them to
blaspheme; and, being exceedingly mad against them, I persecuted them
even unto strange cities. Whereupon, as I went to Damascus with
authority and commission from the chief priests, at mid-day, 0 king, I
saw in the way a light from heaven, above the brightness of the sun,
shining round about me and them which journeyed with me. And when
we were all fallen to the earth, Ilwara a voice." (Remark, no one else
heard the voice. "They that were with me saw indeed the light, and
were afraid; but they heard not the voice of Him that spake to me " Acts xxii. 9). But, "I heard a voice speaking unto me, and saying
in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Sau1, why persecutest thou me? it is hard
for thee to kick against the pricks. But rise, and stand upon thy feet:
for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister
and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those
things in the which I will appear unto thee. I am J'esus whom thou
persecutest." Evidently Saul had not chosen Jesus, but Jesus had
chosen him, and was now about to ordain him, and, therefore, appeared
to him. Alas! how many put themselves, or are put by others, into the
ministry, to whom the Lord has never appeared, and whom He has not
sent, as of old, when God says by Jeremiah, "I have not sent these
prophets, yet they ran: I have not spoken to them, yet they prophesied"
(Jer. xxiii. 21). We must never forget that many, like Judas, obtain
a part of the ministry, and are by men numbered with God's people, yet
live and die traitors like Judas. We of the Church of England are compelled to know that we have many such amongst us at the present time;
but these characters have always been found in the outward Church,
We read of some in apostolic times who are spoken of as false apostles,
deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ;
and no marvel, for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light,
therefore, it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed, whose
end shall be according to their works. It is clear that the Almighty
oftens lets men accomplish their desires, and have matters all their own
way, apparently, just to I\lanifest that e4ceeding baseness which no eye
can detect in them bu.t His own eye, "who searcheth the heart and trieth

560

The Gospel M ag-azi1te.

the reins, and knoweth what is,in man;" which, though otherwise un~een
previously, nevertheless existed in their hearts, as in the case of Balaam
as well as of Judas, the Lord taking them upon their professions. Just
think of Judas kissing the Lord whilst intending to betray Him at that
very moment!
But let us further hear Paul, now a new creature: "I certify to
you, brethren, that the Gospel which was preached of me is not
after man. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it
but by the revelation of Jesus Christ." Again," I count all things but
loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Ohrist Jesus my Lord: for
whom I have suffered th e loss of all things, and do count them but dung,
that I may win Christ" (PhiI. iii. 8). Again," I endure all things for
the elect's sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in
Christ Jesus with eternal glory" (2 Tim, ii. 10). What a change in this
man! Was he not well-instructed, and calculated now to be a minister
of Jesus Christ?
In the first sermon preached after the day of Pentecost (Acts iii.), we
are told that God hath spoken to man by the mouth of His holy prophets
or preachers since the world began. We only know particulars of a few,
and we must now have a word or two about those spoken of, to illustrate
our subject and confirm our judgment. First, Enoch, the seventh from
Adam; he spake specially respecting our own times. Jude, in describing
the awful characters of the latter days, who shall abound just previous
to the second coming of our Lord Jesus, tells us that Enoch prvphesied
of these. Surely, if he spake about such characters at least five thousand
years before they were to come into existence, it is not out of place for
God's ministers now-a-days to speak about them, especially when we
know theI'e are such scoffers and blasphemers existing in all quarters
amongst us at this time. Beloved friends, think of the fearful sayings
and assertions of the Secularists, which we :find in their almanacks, too
shocking to repeat. Think of the deliverances of the so-called learned
Professors of our own Universities, and the theology of the Doctors of
Divinity whom the world applaud, able to talk upon all subjects except
the right one. Ask yourselves, brethren, are not these the men of
whom Enoch prophesied according to Jude's account? Certainly they
greatly resemble them, and they must belong to the same lot. There are
just a few things recorded of Enoch worthy of especial notice. " He
walked with God." He had a testimony that he pleased God. Thirdly,
and lastly, he was translated that he should not see death (Heb. xi.
5). His estimate of the state of the earth and of the people of this earth
was in harmony with the mind of J ehovah, for two cannot walk together
unless they be agreed. But Enoch "walked with God." The testimony
that he pleased God was a matter simply between God and himself, but
it is recorded for us; and the fact of his being translated that he should
not see death was not only a distinguishing grace for himself, but also
a sample or foreshadowing of the future dealings of God with those
faithful ones who shall be alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord,
and be found walking with God, who shall not see death, but shall bd
caught up together with the raised dead to meet the Lord in the air, and
ever be with the Lord (1 TheSE. iv. 17).
(To be continued.)

