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Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in a.ny
trouble. by the comfort wherewith we onrselve. are comforted of God:'-2 COR. i. 4.

BUT.
W HA 1.' a vast fulness there is in the Word of God! When opened
and applied by the Holy Ghost, it is rich in richness, and blessed in
blessedness. Nothing can compare with it. The Bible throws all
other books into the shade. However men may cavil over it-whatever objections they may bring against it-strive as they may to
detect flaws and bring' forth contradictions-notwithstanding all such
efforts, it contains a fund of comfort and satisfaction! It is an everflowing and an overflowing fountain! It is a well that never runs
dry; a stream that is ever running; an ocean of supernatural blessedness, which hath neither bottom nor shore! The Word of the Most
High God has proved to be "a lamp unto the feet and a light unto
the path" through all the difficulties, dangers, and besetments of this
dark and sin-steeped world, to myriads upon myriads who are now
before the throne of God and the Lamb! The selfsame sacred book,
in spite of all the contending elements of the age in which we live,
proves instrumentally to be the instructor and the guardian and the
guide of myriads now on pilgrimage, who, by the grace of God, are
enabled to give heed to " the law and to the testimony."
A.t times the Word of the living God may seem to be "a garden
enclosed [or barred], a spring slmt ~tp, a fountain sealed,. " but such enclosing, or shutting up, or sealing is only to make the opening or the
loosing or the unsealing upon the part of Him whose Word is His
own, and who keeps the keys thereof, the more marked and the more
timely and the more precious.
What a key to this divine mystery is given in that one Scripture,
for example: "Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and Thy
Word was unto me the joy and the rejoicing of my heart." Now, how
clearly does this passage imply the searching in and after the Word,
and the real pleasure and satisfaction attendant upon the finding
thereof, just as is represented by the woman who searched and swept
the house in quest of the lost piece of silver; and when, after searching diligently, she found it, called together her friends and neighp p
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bours to rejoice with her in that she had found what she had lost.
With equal joy and similar gladness does a poor and needy soul
testify to the satisfaction and the blessedness experienced, when the
searching of the
ord has been attended with the discovery of this
or that portion so exactly adapted to the felt want or the pressing
necessity. What a power l1ttends it! what a conclusiveness! what a
settling of all doubts! what a clearing away of all difficulties! How
the storm is hushed! the tempest lullcd ! How the sea ceases from
its raging! and what a holy calm pervades the soul!
Dear reader, do you know anything of it? If so, what wo have
written will be by no means difficult or problematical.
The Saturday was a day of cleep soul travail. We think little of
the ministry that is not more or less familiar with anxiety. Past
help does not suffice for present necessity. We know of one who has
ministered, after So sOTt, for upwards of thirty years, who has never
been wholly left, although he has had many a cramped season in the
pulpit, and has thought, times without number, that all he would
ever have to say has been said. Still the fact of having always been
supplied with pulpit-faro does not in itself furnish the fresh supply.
It may serve to elJcourage, to cheer, to suggest" He that has helped
wilt still help; " yet this does by no mcans supersede the necessity of
again" looking to the hills, whence cometh our help."
The fact is, the mere letter of the Word will not suffice. Theory
or abstract doctrine will not do. It is poweJ'-lioil1[J powel'-dioine
appliccttion-which can alone meet the case. It is " What saith my
Lord to His servant?" It is the" Lord, what wilt Thou have me to
do ? " Now, the Lord answers this question in His own time and
in different ways; and He deals thus for the express purpose of
keeping His waiting and wrestling ones on their watchtower. Sometimes He answers them in one way, and at other times in quite
another way. Thereby they are kept on the alert-watching and
waiting at the posts of His doors. And how blessed it is when the
word or the gift, be it what it may, is thus realized as from the
Lord's own hand!
We have said that the Saturday was a day of real travail. The
Bible was searched from Genesis to Hevelation and from Revelation
to Genesis again! Night came, and as yet no word for a certainty.
Perhaps it was then, as it commonly is, three or four or half-a-dozen
Scriptures on the mind, but no fixing! Not onO on the heart and
mind as tlte one for the morrow! Hence, after the Saturday night's
brokell rest-the wakefulness and the wrestling and importunity:
"Lord, leave not my soul destitute; Lord, put me not to shame
before the people; Lord, let not the watchers triumph; let not the
enemy exult and say, ' Ah! ah! so would we have it.' Let them not
say, 'The presuming one is foiled at last.' Spirit Di-vine, who hath
ever been owned and acknowledged as the alone Author and Bestower
of all blessing, put forth Thine own divine power, and prove that
Thou art God in Israel."
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11, after a season of such importnnity and wrestlinO', t 11 tit
, "But he was a leper!" Oh, that "BUT," reader I ~ h t
InlUos, as it were, in a moment we So.w in it. "But he was 0.) 11 r. '
o.rt from all the interesting and instructive facts connect d with
h narrative of N aaman's cure, the' HUT" itself presented ampl
o.torial for a Sabbath day's pulpit journ y onward and homeward.
ow, dear reader, as the Lord the pil'it may enable, we purpos
aLhering up a few of the fragments f yesterday, as they may b
-presented to the mind.
And, first, we would say we earnestly and ardently commended
tho seo-rching and thc study of the Woru, specially to the young, in
those Bible-despising days. If such set themselves in qnest of a
word, :C r xample, and followed tho.t through all the various and
di l' ia
ircumstances in which it wo.s presented, how fraught with
i n l' correction or comfort would such word be fonnd to he.
10.1 , f l' insbmce, the "yets" in the Word; the" I7tees" and the
"1'ltou8." 'rhe latter occurs some foul' hundred times in the Psalms
0.1 n ; and these, in the majority of oases, as applicable to the Lord
od Himself; the poor soul down here addressing J ehovah up there as
" Thou art my hiding-place; Than shalt preserve me from trouble;
Tltou, shalt compass me about with songs at' deliverance; " and again:
" Titan which hast showed me great and sore troubles, shalt quicken
me again; 1'/IOU, shalt bring me up again from the depths of the earth;
Tltou shalt incrp,ase my greatness, and comfort me on every side."
Again, "Titan hast ascended up on lligh; Titan hast led captivity
captive; Titan hast received gifts for [or in] the man; yea, for the
l'cbcllious also, th<Lt the Lord God might dwell among them."
Reader, how 1lessed is the" Tnou"! Nor less the blessed response
-the "thee!" •. The Lord hath appeared of old, saying. I have
loved thee with an everlasting love; therefore with loviogkindness
have I elm,vn titre."
We must DOt, however, lose sight of the" BUT." The first instance
of its occurrence to whit:h our mind was directed was that in the
twentieth chapter of tho first of Samuel, where David was conferring
with J onathan in rel'erenco to Saul's hostility towards him, and his
plotting against his life. "Thy father certainly Imoweth that I have
found grace in thine eyes; and he saith, Let not J onathan know this,
lest ho be grieved; but truly as the Lord liveth, and as thy soulliveth,
there is JWl' a step between me and death."
Thero 1cas, however, that step, dear reader, though apparently
but the one. The Lord took care that there should always be that
one. Saul might hunt him like a partridge upon the mountains;
David might be upon one side of the mountain and Saul on
the other; nay, they might be within the selfsame cave; yet
there was the step, notwithstanding. And so the same truth holds
good with respect to all the Lord's people and their enemies.
But for J ehovah's restraining power, how speedily would every
barrier or boundary between His people and their enemies be
P P
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overcome! How soon would tlie step he taken, and what havoe would
presently be made of them! But (blessed be God!) He is still" a
wall of fire round about His people, and the glory in the midst of
them." It is as true as ever, "I-Iast not 'l'hou made an hedge about
him and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side? "
Yes, there is the step!
" PhguC9 and deaths around me fly,
Till He bids I cannot die;

I

N"t a sin~le shaft can hi.t
Till the God of love ~ce8 lit."

There is, moreover, a preeious consideration for the child of God,
amid all his perplexities and cares and anxieties. Overwhelmed as
he may be, and bowed down beneath tho varied trials and afflictions
with which it may please his blessed Lord and Master to test and
prove him, there is, notwithstanding', this sweet reflection, " Well, if it
were His will. He might soon 'finish His work and cut it short in
righteousness.' There is, after all, and notwithstanding the way in
which I am hedged about, and unable to free or extricate myself, but
a step between me and-not death-but life; bllt a step between me
and home, for dying is but going home! "
Ah! dear reader, if we could but cherish this thought, how would
it tend to lessen care and lighten the eross! Some of us pOOl' old
grey-headed ones may well take shame to ourselves in that, Marthalike, we are, even at our advanced age, so " careful and troubled about
many things." "Bzd a step between us and home!" And how soon
we may-yea, how soon we lIiDsT-be called to take that step; and:
then of what little moment will be all our present vexations and:
annoyances! Personally, how aehamed we are that such little, trivial,
worthless matters should weigh and worry as they do. In reality,
they are not worth a moment's consideration. Unless the Lord
Himself comes to take His dear children home·-and there is an
immensity to indicate that His coming is very, very near-when we
come to lay our heads upon our dying pillow, and those near and dear
stand around the bod, of what little consequence will appear those
matters which now, it may be, give us such concern and anxiety r
Ah ! what of enemies then? what of burdens then? what of cares and
sorrows und perplexities then, when perhaps (Jacob-like) we are
looking up and exclaiming, "I have waited for Thy salvation, 0
Lord;" or with good old Simeon, "Lord, now lettest Thou Thy
servant depart in pen,ce, according' to Thy word, for mine eyes have
seen Thy salvation" ?
In the seventh chapter of the second book of Kings there is the
"nvT," identified with some remarkable teaching. Elisha the
prophet had declared, "Thus saith the Lord, To-morrow, about this·
time, shall a measure of fine fbur be sold for a shekel, and two
measmes of barley for a· shekel, in the gate of Samaria." During
the prevailing famine the thing seemed so unlikely that "a lord,
on whose hand the king leaned, answered the man of God, and said,
Behold, if the Lord would make windows in heaven, might this thing
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P And he (the prophet) said,
llOld, thou shalt see it wilh thin
,BUT shalt not eat thereof."
there see-and it is (\ 1 1\
which we may well give heed-in ho captious and soepLi 1(
in which we live-how the Lord w at no loss to fulfil
ill.
(Lnd that in the f~ce of the gre~to t impr()b!Lbilities. We r a lh
" the Lord [yes, It was His dom ,lI.ud Hts alone] had mild tb
110St of the Byrians to hem' a noun f IUl1'iots, and a noise of l~ol'l/ ,
ven the noise of a great host: and th y said one to another, Lo, tb
king of Israel hath hired against u th kings of the Hittites, and
the kings of the E,g-yptians, to com u n us. Wherefore they aro
nnd fled in the twilight, and left th n' t nts, and their horses, and
.their asses, even the camp as it Wall, ll.ud fleet fol' their lVe." Mark,
.dear reader, the simplicity of the m (LU , and see how all things 0.1'0
at th ommand and under the contr 1 of' J ehovah.
It thi was nothing more thanjllll v-mere supposition-upon th
fll\.rt £' the Syrians. There was u r ality in it whatever. Th
Jliriog of the kings of the Hittites and the kings of the Egyptians
as nly in their imagination.
ut it answered the same end as
though they had been hired, and II though they had come against
.and fought and conquered the Syrians. And why all this? Because
.it was THE LORD that had made th host of the Syrians to hear a
noise, and because HE caused them to put such a construction upon
what in reality had no foundation. Oh, what an illustration of that
Scripture, "Then were they in gr at fear where no fear was;" and
a ain that other Scripture, "How are they brought into desolation,
.as in a moment! they are utterly conSll.Jned with terro}·s."
How well may such facts cause tho daring presumers of our day to
trem11e. There are many who not only arraign J ehovah at the bar
of their puny judgment, and call ia question the wisdom and the
I'ighteousness of His acts, but there are others, equally destitute
of saving faith n,nd godly fear, who are ever upon the watch to
discover flaws in the character and magnify fn,ilings in the conduct
of His children. Conscious, to a cc.rtain extent, of their own
unrighteous estate, such seek to cover their own misdeeds by the
blemishes which they detect in those who profess to love and wish to
serve the Lord. Whilst, therefore, on the one ha.nd, these frailties
and follies are an ever-collstant source of regret and humiliation on
the part of those who are deeply sensible of them, Oil the other hand,
these watchers and revilers make them at once the subjects of exultation, and, at the RaffiO time, a cloak for their own sins and tI'ansgressions. Sn,y they, "If those who profess to be Christians fall
short, why should blame be laid at our door, who make no such pretence or professioll?" and thus, in abusing the servant, they
indirectly revile the God in whose service such reviled ones n,re.
Tlis pleasure it hn,s been to leave His children for a sen,son in the
world, to gmpple, not merely with outward foes, but whose graces are
to be tried and exercised by the sin amI infirmity of that fallen nature
which they inherited from a cormpt parentage.
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But the folly of such refuges of lies on the part of those who take
shelter under them is beyond expression; yea, it is absurd; and, if
divine grace prevent not, sooner or later, with all their prid<:!, fleshly
esteem, and self-sufficiency, these traducers and revilers will realize
tQ their cost and to their own eternal dismay and everlasting destruction, the meaning of what it is to be " brought into desolation as in a
momfmt," to be " utterly consumed with terrors."
How clearly does the Lord's dealings with the Syrians prove that
He is by no means at a loss to discomfit His enemies and to deliver
His people. "Is there anything too hard for the Lard?" " Shall
not God avenge His own elect, which cry day and night unto Him,
though H(~ bear long with them? I tell you that He will avenge them
speedily." And, whilst the means He adopts are of the most simple
and unthought-of character, they are, at the same time, most effectual.
There is much teaching in connection with the" BUT" presented
in the eighth chapter of the second book of Kings. Ben-hadad, the
king of Syria, being sick, sends Hazael to Elisha, the prophet, t<>
inquire if he shall recover of his disease. "And Elisha said unt<>
him, Go, say unto him, Thou mayest certainly recover: howbeit
the Lord hath showed me that he shall surely die. And he settled
his countenance steadfastly, until he was ashamed: and the man of
God wept. And Hazael said, Why weepeth my lord? And he
answered, Because I know the evil that thou wilt do unto the
children of Israel: their strongholds wilt thou set on fire, and their
young men wilt thou slay with the sword, and wilt dash their
children, and rip up their women with child. And Hazael said, But
what! is thy servant a dog, that he should do this great thing? And
Elisha answen~d, 'rhe Lord hath showed me that thou shalt be king
oyer Syria. So he departed from Elisha, and came to his master ;;
who said to him, What said Elisha to thee? And he answered, He
told me that thou shouldest surely recover. And it came to pass on
the morrow, that he took a thick cloth, and dipped it in water, and
spread it on his face, so that he died: and Hazael reigned in his·
stead" (2 Kings viii. 10-15).
.
"BD'!' what! is thy servant a dog, that he should do this great
thing?" and yet he did it, and that, too, on the morrow! Ah!
reader, how little does any man know of what is in his heart, or of
what that heart is capable, if left to itself and the power of temptation. " He that trusteth his own hea,rt is a fool j " and yet, alas!
alas! how many are trusting their own hearts, in the face of the
Scriptural declaration that" the heart is deceitful above all things,.
and desperately wicked. ,Vho can know it? "
With the examples which are left upon record in God'sholyvVord,.
and with the many lamentable confirmations of the fact as seen in
daily life, how well may the child of God say, "Hold Thou me up,
and I shall be safe. Keep me, and I shall be well kept." What a
. leading feature in the Lord's prayer is, "Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil."
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When we think of the extent to which the Apostle Peter was
indulged, and that, in the face of the solemn caution and admonition
of' his Lord and Master, he so foully fell, in that he thrice denied
Him, and that, too, with oaths and curses, oh, how well may it lead
us to distrust self, and to beseech and entreat the Lord that He would
"keep us by His mighty power, through f'aith unto salvation."
In 2 Chron. xxxii. what a precious and most consolatory truth we
have presented to us in the little word" BUT." Seunacherib, king of
Assyria, encamps against the cities of' Judah; and Hezekiah, having
taken all lawful precautions for the protection and defence of the
city, we read that he "gathered the people together to him in the
street of the gate of the city, and spake comfortably to them, s3,ying,
Be strong and courageous, be not afraid nor dismayed for the king
of Assyri,t, nor for all the multitude that is with him: for there be
more with us than with him: with him is an arm of flesh; InJT [mark.
the" but," dear reader] with us is the Lord our God to help us, and
to fight our battles." We read, further, "And the people rested
themselves [margin, 'leaned'] upon the words of Hezekiah, king of
Judah."
And well they might do so; and with equal trust and confidence
may every dear child of God repose upon the selfsame precious truth,
" If God be for us, who then can be against us?" that is, to do us
any real or effectual harm. Sennacherib and Rab-shakeh were most
proud and presumptuous. Their defiance of J ehovah and their
contempt of His people was of the most blasphemous kind; but the
more daring their language, and the more desperate their assaults,
the more dreadful their destruction; and such has ever been the case
with the enemies of' the Lord and the oppressors of His people.
Unless repentance is given them, wrath is treasured up against them.
It woulrl be well for the Lord's tried and oppressed people well to
consider the language of the thirty-seventh and the seventy-third
Psalms. "I have seen the wicked in great power," says the
Psalmist, "and spreading himself like a green bay tree. Yet:fie
passed away, and, 10, he was not: yea, I sought him, but hp. could not
be found."
Few of the Lord's children who have been called to grapple with
the world, and to encounter its poor hapless votaries, but have been
tho personal witnesses of the Lord's taking vengeance on the
oppressors of His people. In what a very summary way does He
sometimes deal with them, cutting them oft' in the most marked and
solemn lIlanner. That is a terrible passage: "He that, being often
reproved, hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be cut off, and that
without remedy."
Header, if you have been the Isubject of' oppressio!l or persecution,
be it yours to give heed to the counsel with which the thirty-seventh
Psalm is opened: "Fret not thyself' because of evil doers, neither be
thou envious against the workers of' iniquity. For they shall soon
be cut down like the grass, and wither as the green herb. Trust in
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the Lord, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily
thou shalt be fed."
In 1 Cor. vi. the "BUT" stands very blessedly. The Apostle
having, in the ninth and tenth verses, said, " Know ye not that the
unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived:
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor
abusers of themselves with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor
drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom
of God," he adds," And such 1l'ere [not are] some of you: BUT ye
are washed, nUT ye are sanctified, BUT ye are justified in the name
of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God."
Reader, can you testify to the truth of this? Have you, by grace
and power divine, been made the partaker of this inestimable
blessing? Has this mighty" BUT" been brought to bear upon you?
Are you, so to speak, by means of it made a new creature in Christ
Jesus? Have you passed from death unto life, and been translated
out of the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of God's dear Son?
Oh, then, we would say, All hail! Thank God, and take courage.
Be it yours to heed noL the little cares and vexations and troubles of
life. Oh, think of that blessed" BUT" as expressed among the last
words of our ever-adorable Lord and Saviour: "In the world ye shall
have tribulation: BUT be of good cheer: I have overeome the world;"
and as He elsewhere says: ",Because I live, ye shall live also."
See, moreover, how the selfsame loving Lord testified of the folly of
over-carefulness in His memorable sermon upon the mount: "Therefore take no thought [that is, no anxious, God-dishonouring thought],
saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? (for after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of
all these things. BUT seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you."
Mark, again, the close of Luke x.: "Now it came to pass, as they
went, that He entered into a certain village: and a certain woman
named Martha rEceived Him into her house. And she had a sister
called Mary, which also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard His word. BUT
Martha was cumbered about much serving, and came to Him, and
said, Lord, dost Thou not care that my sister hath left me to serve
alone? bid her therefore that she help me. And Jesus answered and
said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about
many things: BUT one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that
good part, which shall not be taken away from her." Oh, what heirship is the uhild of God's! What can compare with his position,
even in the life that now is, surrounded and encompassed as it may
be with that "needs-be that he should be in heaviness through
manifold temptations," of which the Apostle Peter speaks?
Reader, we hope in our next to have somewhat more to say upon
the" BUT."
Bt. Luke's, Bedminster, August 27, 1877.
TIlE EDITOR.
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GOD'S SEVEN "I WILLS" IN THREE VERSBS.
le I will bring you out.
I will rid you of their bondage. I Icill rei/eem yOlt.
I will take you for a people. I will be to you a God. I will bring you into
the land. I will give it to you. I am the Lori/."-ExODUS vi. 6-8.

BELOVED, does ever this kind of feeling come over you with regard to the
promises of God-"Yes, they are very grand and very precious, and they
may have been fulfilled in the experience of those for whom they were
'spoken, but I fnd things so directly in opposition to their fulfilment, as
far as I am personally concerned, that I read to admi?"c bId not to lay hold" ?
Surely such argument springs from a rebellious heart, and misconception of the Lord's dealings and doings. The fact is, we want the promises of God fulfilled as we would carve and cut them out, and, because
·-the Lord carries them out in His own way, which is mostly contrary to ours,
and at His own time, which is always the best time, we say they cannot
be for us. Now, all the promises of God are" OnURCII PROPERTY," and
are all " yea and amen in Christ Jesus." They will be kept, for our" God
is not a God that He can lie." His way of keepiug" them and carrying
'them into effect may perplex and puzzle us, but it alters not the fact that
He is a promise-making and promise-keeping God, however we repine
and rebel.
Now, the cluster of promises we have drawn attention to are as thick
and weighty with juice as a bunch of the grapes of Eshcol. We know
.there are some whu would say, " Yes, they only refer to lit eral Israel;" but,
as we have said, all the promises of God are Ohurch property, and he is
']lot a Jew who is one outwardly, but he is a Jew who is one inwardly,
and, therefore, without the least violation of the Scriptures, we shall take
them as our own and dwell upon them, by God the Spiril's help, as carrying
out the Lord's dealings with His own as much now as when they were
'uttered.
Eut, before we take them one by one from the cluster, there are
some points in the context and in the circumstances which caused the
Lord to utter them that we must not overlook. Moses had just before
had that remarkable sight of God in the midst of the bush which" burned
with fire and was not cousumed "-an emblem, doubtles~, of the children of
Israel, who, though surrounded by elements that t4reatened them with
destruction, were not destroyed; as well, too, as a foresh ..d..wing of Oh~ist,
who, surrounded by the ,.tire of persecution, was "the living One,"
'and also of the Ohurch, that, amidst all tbe fiery persecution she should
have to endure, should remain unconsumed, and tv the end of time
, shall" Live amidst the bush,
For God is in the fire."
But the remarkable point we note is tbis, that how is it that Moses,
who, in giving the law aftenvards, should declare, "The murderer
shall surely be put to death," and yet be hims' If had been guilty
,of murder just Lefure, for, when he "spied an Egyptian smiting
an Hebrew, one of his brethren, he looked tbis WHy and that way,
and when he saw that there was no man, he slew the Egyptian, and
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hid him in the sand "-how was it, we say, that one stained with a
fellow-creature's blood should have been privileged to have such a marvellous sight of and interview with Gael, that Gou told him to "put off
his shoes from off his feet, for the place on which he stood was holy
ground"? We say, how can we reconcile these facts? Oue thing is
eertain, God does not ask us to reconcile His doing~; but there are two
points in this matter we may mention-first, the slaying- of that Egyptian
was the very means of causing him to be driven from the court of Pharaoh
to fulfil God's purpose concerning His peoplc; and, secondly, wo have.
we think, the explanation of it in those words in Acts vii. 21. 2;:;: "And
seeing one of them [that is, Goel's people] sulfer wrong. he defcJIHled him,
and avenged him that was oppressed, and smote the Egyptian: for he
supposed '[mark the words] his brethren would have understood how
that Goel by his hand would delivl3r tb.em: but they understood not."
It would seem, then, that this act was a. typical act, shadowing forth
how a stronger arm than his would deliver His persecuted children, and
destroy them who had oppressed them. "Vell, then, dear reader, at all
events it was no Rpotless saint that God called up to commune with Him
on the mount, but a sinner of like passions and infirmities with ourselves.
And now we turn to this precious cluster of golden promi"es which
the Lord at that time asserted to Moses. May thoughts about them
be blessed to our souls.
Oh, it is very precious to have talks by
the way with the dear children of God. Unseen and unknown they
may be, yet wen seen and well known in spirit. It is precious to talk
to such of the Lord; and, where they are privileged to meet in the
flesh, I (,ften wi8h that they more frequently spoke together of what
the Lord has done for their souls. I do not mean to advocate for a
moment so-caJle~ "experience meetings It-meetings where mostly the
talkers talk and the presumptuous prattle, while those who do possess
vital godlinpss shrink from publicity-but what I mean is, that the
children coming together should talk less of the tittle-tattle of worldly
things, and more of those things felt and experienced concerning eternity.
To my mind the Church in this respect lives far below the standard she
ought to take, having drifted of late years into the worldly amalgamation of serving God and mammon. Oh, for the old times of refreshing
in the presellce of the Lord, and in the presence of one another!
Well then, behved, to have a paper chat with you upon these precious promises, we notice that the first" I will" in the linked proL'1ises
of God befor.. us tells us of DIVINE DELIVERANCE; "I will bl'ing you
out from undel' your burdens." .Such was the determined will and
purpose of God. How puny is the power of man opposed to the will
and power of God!
" I will bring you out." The Phara"hs of Satan's
conclave say, "But we will hinder; we will Dot let thew go; we will
enchain them more, and bind them faster;" but all falls before
Jehovah's "1 will bring them out." Was it not s') in your c~se, dear
reader? Did it not seem the most improbable thing that you, who
were so encircled alld surrounded by the world and ungodly circumstances and companions, should be brought out? Yet it was accomplished, and ollly by the Lord Himself.
But it is well f"r us to mark what it is the children are delivered
from. "YOII hath He quickened who were dead in trespasses and sins."
The case was one of deadness, darkness, desperation, anrl, as we have
just said, most improbable that it should be accomplished. Did you
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ever notice the expression, when Pharaoh said unto the children of
Israel, ,. Ye are idle, ye are idle: therefore ye say. Let us go and do
sacrifice to the Lord;" and gave them more work to do, that "the
offLcers of the children of Israel did see that tll!J1j were in evil case" ?
Is not this langnage applicable to God's spiritu~l Israel in the early
discoveries of their position, and they cry to the Lord for deliverance?
"They see that they are in evil case," utterly helpless, in desperate
circumstances, nothing but misery and degradation before them, and in
such a posiLion that no one but the Lord can help them and deliver
them. Dost thou not remember the spot, the hour, and the way when Re
wrought marvf'llously and mercifully for you, deal' reader? It may be
you do nc.t, and the absence of the marvellous makes some ,loubt whether
the work with them is real. This need not be the case; the evidences
are the same.
And then, observe, the Lord gives grace to the most unlihly objects.
What could there possibly be in the children of' Israel personally
that could make them the choice of the Lord? Look even at their
circumstances and condi#on-amidst the clay of a brick-field. Such always
must appear a humiliating position. Men kneading the damp clay, working the homogeneous paste in such a way that the man at a Rhort diRtan{)e
is scarcely discernible from the mess itself, yet how marvellous, though
scarcely discernible by their fellow-men, yet known and marked by God.
And is it not so with His spiritual Israel in the brick-field of unregeneracy, bedaubed with the thick clay of earth's doings, and labouring
under that most cruel of all Pharaohs, Satan, the enemy of souls·?
Yet in Ruch a position the Lord discerns, discriminates, and delz'vers, because
He loves. Oh, what a keen eye has love! In vain we look for anything
in man thnt should induce the eternal Father to love His people, and give
His dear Son to die for them. Wo can only attribute it to His own
abundant love and mercy, exercised ~here and when He pleases. 'Ihe
sheep of Christ are His property feom all eternity, hut they are lost, have
wandered far from home, have become hidden from sight amidst the
thick boughs of ulll'egeneracy, but not hidden from His sight. They neve['
were-never can be. He sees them wherever they are, and whoever they
are-in the state of unregeneracy as well as when hrought nigh to Him
by a living faith-and, at the fixed time, the Shepherd King goes after His
lost sheep, and, finding him, rescues him, removes the tangled briars which
encircle him, ihrows the now poor bleating thing over the shoulders of
His almighty strength, and carries him into the fold, where he directly
begins to run among his fellows, and feed in the green pastures of the
covenant verities of God. Christ does not go after the goats, but the
sheep, personally known and His own special property-the lost one
sought out, found, brought in, to bring home.
'l'.he second divine promise of the Lord conveys to us COMPLETE SALVATION: "I will rid you out of their bondage."
A f"ee-will salvation is ahalf-and-half work, one half of which, namely, the creature share, may
-indeed must~certainlyfail; but God's salvation is complete, like all His
works and ways. "I will rid you out of their bondage." Not that we shall
be rid of the old Adam nature. The children of I,;rael did not leave that
behind them in the Red Sea-nay, gavo abundant proof in their rebellion
and idolatry that they carried it along with them all the way-but God
I'ids His people of the bondage of sin, and drowns their old enemies in
the depths of His divine pm·pose. They will, however, have plenty of
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w'w nw's to contend with-onemies peculiarly besetting tJe divine path-

that they will have need of their God to succour and support as
to save find to deliver. But, beloved, we cannot too strongly
~Lssert that the salvation of our God is a complete salvation.
It is worthy
nf the God who wrought it, which we are satisfied a half-and-half work
would not he-indeed, we might look at the fact that nothing the eternal
Gild .108S can be imperfect; it must lIe complete and God-like. It is so in
all His works of creation. How perfect is the tiniest leaf He has made!
JlOw adapted everything He has arrang-ed for the purpose imendell! How
much more in the higher range of His spiritual kingdom-all is perfect,
well arrallg8d, well ordered; nothing out of joint or out of place. His
·masterpiece of po~er, namely, "His salvation," is as perfect and complete as His lowliest work in creation. It will be to our comfort to lay
hold by faith of this Scriptural fact.
The third "I will" in the cluster of promises tells us of ETERNAL
,REDEMPTION: "I will redeem you with a stretched-out arm, and with great
judgments." The greatntJss of the work is here seen. It is not a simple
·deliverance from a mere position of uncertainty or slight danger. Depths
and heights are conveyed to us in that word" redemption." The man has
not been rescued silllply from a fall of a few fGet, but lifted out from
amidst the boiling surge where he was ready to perish, hence it needs
God's "stretelted-oltt arm" to accomplish it-an arm that means work
and is all-powerful to work-not an arm of flesh, the sinews of which
may phrink at the trying hour, but the arm of Omnipotency, "mighty to
··save."
And then what can surpass the grandeur and greatness, suitability
and mercy, of God's scheme of salvation, the centre point of which is
"redemption by blood," even the precious blood of Jesus Christ, His
dear Son, \< ha gave Himself a ransom for His chosen people? rrhi~ plan,
we know, does not suit proud man any more than it suited the proud
Naaman to simply wash in the waters he was directed to, and other
schemeH, paltry an,1 ineffective, are devised by poor helpless man; but
redeeming love and redeeming blood is our stay, beloved, and shall be
.till we die. Ah! if, is this sacred hold of this suitable work, even for us, that
makes the teal's flow as we think of a precious Saviour suffering and dying
for us. Get hold of redemption by blood, in the sight of our sinnership,
and it will make the poor soul weep tears of wonder and joy. But a
step further.
The fourth" I will" in this goodly set of covenant promises declares
,BLESSED ADOPTION: "I will take you to me for ~L people."
Adopted
into tbe family, therefore Jesus is not ashamed to call us brethren.
How often is it the case that the choicest Christians cannot realize their
adoption. It seems trlat others are children clearly AIlOUgh to themselves,
but they cannot lay hold, ancl fear to assert, that they, too, are children.
They feel so the workings of sin, are so easily led into worldly thoughts,
write b:tter things against themselves, and have consrant fears and doubts.
Oh, I can sit on the same form and side by side with such, but the
haughty Ilnd seH-assured and confident are too great for me ; and I am
,satisfied that, whITe there is this trembling, this godly fear, this constant
anxiety, that the dear soul is right enough for eternity, and as contrary
.in character and desire from the children of this world as light from
-darkness.
Well now, beloved, the lack of this assurance that we are adopted into
'W;t i' -. 1:'0
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tho family brings crowded fears about the future, and the minrl b comes
perplexed and the heart saddened a~ we doubt whe~her Wo'l d" behng to
the family of God. But why doubt? Is there not the cry of the children
realized: "Lord, help! Lord, save"? Will anything or anyone Ise satisfy
but Christ? Is there not a long-ing for the Gospel-the food of heaven?
Is there not a love for the Lord's people? What more no we want as
tests of the reality of the position before God? The fact is, we think
others so bayond ourselves, and they have attained to such great things,
when it is no such thing. They, like us, are doubters, t.remhlers, sighing
yet singing, fflat'ing yet rejoicing. May the Lord enabla ll'l to see more
clearly our adoption, and to ,. read our titles clear to mansions in the
skies."
The fifth" I will" in this bright array of J ehovah'il pl'Omis'ls asserts
rERSO~AL REVELATIOY: "And I will be to you a God: and ye shall know
that 1 am the Lord your God." Personal revelation. This always appears
to us to be the very germ of truo religion, the touchstone of our most
holy faith, the test of vital godliness, and the proof of the reality of the
new Lirth. It is not what a person says about Christ, but wrnt he has
felt and realized of Him within, that is the most important ill'ltter. By
contrast, take the case of the dry profefJsor of religion. Y,lU address him,
and he draws up to reply to your question in the way of r:riticism and
calculation; but take the living child of God, who may be a pOilr humble
thing as regards this world's circumstances and position, and who can
scarcely put two words together upon other matters, but talk to such of
Jesus, and the personal knowledge of Him is that whi',h givcJs a tone to
the testimony drawn forth, which at once bring'a you to the conclusion,
"This man 01' woman knows Christ within." "Ye sh'111 know that I am the
Lord your God," Communings by the way with J esus-ho w precious are
such gleams of Runshine! They are like the break in the clouds on a
stormy night, which shows the position of the tempest-tossed vessel. and
gives hope of help. They are as lights in the windows of heaven, whieh,
seen by the bouight~d and way-worn pilgrim, cheer him on to\V>lrds home.
Oh, we would n'Jt be without such joy for all the world calls g08d and
great!
And then, thinking upon the' knowledge of Christ in personal
1"cvelation, we mig-ht also point to the knowledge of Him in personal
upholding. \Ve know again and again that it has been th.. Lord at work
for us, which brings us to noticeThe sixth" I will" of these precious golden links of divine purpose,
which tells of CONTINUAL PRESERVATION: "I will bring y'/U int~ the
land," &c. Some talk about the" shipwreck of faith," but how can there
be such a thing where the Lord says, "I will bring you into the land" ?
Others talk of some going a certain distance of the way and turning
back; such cannot be included in the Lord's" I will bring- them into the
land." They may have, and will have, ups and downs, be led about, have
to drink of the wine of astonishment, be crushed, cowed, and discomfited, cast down, perplexed, and persecuted, yet upheld, And how
precious is this continual prescrvation on the part of the Lord to those
who, looking back upon the way, mal'k many a time when they have felt
ready to perish-when the affliction has been so severe that they have
felt they must fall under it; and here we must refer to a form of
temptation which presents itself to many a tried child of God, which is'
more common than, looking only on the surface of things, may be
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supposed-I mean the temptation of $elj-rIestntction-f1uch times when
the tried one is led to argue within, "Oh, what is tho use of living? It
were better for me to die than to endure this misery. Lifo in a burden to
me. Why should I live on in this state?" Ah! ~UcJl times are indeed
times of peril and di~fTe3s, and the Lord again and again appears to
prevent and prf'serve His child.
A striking fact in our own experience to the point comos up vividly
before us. 'Ve are sure, if the Christian man catches sigh t of our statement, he will vouch for every word, as well as pardon us for l,sing the
circumstancf', wbieh we, however, consider Church property. J - - was
a thriving builder. Being a painstaking and practical man, he became
much sought after by the gentry and clergy of the country, now adding a
wing to a mansion, anon restoring a church, and so on. At lust he tool;:
a contract to build an important public building. Not being. a man oval"
gifted in figures, as the work progressed and the pressure came upon him
increasingly for funds, he came to the conclusion that he should certainly
be ruined and bring dishonour upon himself and family; and so did his
distress increase that he determined, when he had complcterl the building,
to hang himself to one of the beams thereof. Just at this juncture, a
Christian man of position said to us, "Poor J - - soems of late to
be very dejected. I fear there is something' wrong with him, I wish
you would try and ascertain what it is. If he wants holp, I shall be
happy to bac:k him at the bank." We went to poor J--, Lil.lding him in
his little office in the timber yard, hedged up with piles of papers, plans,
&c. I told bim as delicately as I could my errand, and said to him,
"Now J - - , before we do anything, let us ask the Lord for direction."
We closed the (,ffiHe door, and poor J - - and myself knelt down, and,
pouring out my heart before God for the poor man, I felt the L'Jrd would
be true to His word, an Answerer of prayer. He told me of his embarrassment and fears-not, however, at the time mentioning bis intention to
destroy himself. The Lord so directed that we were able to go into his
affairs, finding him perfectly solvent, with a heavy stock the value of
which he barllost sight of; and, offering him the proffered help, we soon
:saw the gloom he was under passing away, and his countenance lit up
with its wonted radiance. The building was completed and opened with
much display, and, some time after, going again into that little office, poor
J - - said, "You remember such and such a time coming- here and
praying for me. Well, that very day I had determiued to destroy myself,
but that prayer and that help, just at that juncture, broke me down,
deterred me from carrying out my purpose, and I am indeed a monument
of God's sparing merey;" and to this day, whenever I see poor J--, the
warm shake of the band betokens a grateful remembrance of the past,
and how the Lord interposed, sending His servants at the set time and
delivering poor J - - from the temptation under which he was labouring.
Oh, dear reader, is it not true, "the Lord will keep the feet of His
saints," upholding them when ready to slide, and preserving them in the
dreadful and trying hour?
The seventh and last" I will" in this gracious cluster of covenant 1'1'0Diises assures us of GLORU'ICATION: "I will give it you for an heritage."
God does all tbis wondrous work we have pondered upon for a purpose,
namely, to bring His own to glory, to put them in possession of the promised and prepared inheritance, to give them the rewRl'd and gain laid
up in store for them.

\
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Yes, the Loru will bring us into the promised land of glory. He who
has brought on will bring in. Dear reader, are you one of tile many who
al'e suhject to fears and in bondage about the end? Let me ask you,
vVhat is our blessed Lord before the throne otherwise than the Savioureven thy Saviour? and, if so, is He not pledged to savE' to tile end? Surely
He cannot deny Himself, and, when He sees His tried and tempted one
in the torrent, turn His back upon such, and, casting ofi' His official
character, no longer appear as the Saviour. This is impossible! Then,
as long as He is your Saviour, what can there be to fear? The preciousness of His character and power of His help must be seen and felt when
most needed; and, whoever runs away from theo whAn thou art on thy
death-bed, He will not-nay, He will be near to help in thy greatest
time of helplessness, proving Himself to be thy Saviour.
And now observe the whole of these precious promises have Jehovah's
seal set to them: "I AM TIrE LORD." Not one subjeet to change, but
the great" I AM," the Jehovah of pUl'pose and power. Why doubt or
why fear, beloved, when the Lord sets His seal to the work, the stamp
()f which declares, "I am the Lord"? Yet some do, and sigh and sigh
about the end.
We menLioned just now that, when the children of Israel had the tortUl'e of their bondage increased, they said, " indeed they were in an evil
<lase." Does it strike you that you are going back in spirit to the days of
unregeneracy in your doubts and fears about the day of your death? You
are really assuming to be in "an· e·vil case" when it is no such thing.
The spiritual career elated from being brought out by the arm of J ehovah,
and the assumption that it will go hard with yon at the end is really
losing sight of the spiritual position He has brought you into. His salvation is one grand whole, not to be broken by an enemy by the way, and
certainly Dot to be broken in its last link. Methinks such a thing happening, if I may be allowed the assertion, would bring God to confusion
as well as you. Why, then, those doubts and fears about the time of thy
<lenarture? "At eventide it shall be light;" in the last hours it shall be
wOll; dying grace when needed, and which grace will usher in the
€ternal glory.
Notice, then, for yOUl' comfort, the things we have written. We have
notcd how unlikely the objects are that are called into communion with
God-pOOl', erring, guilty sinners. Tlw deliverance ~f Jehovah: "I will
bring you out." We were in "an evil case," but nothing is too hard for
the Lord. The complete salvation: "I will rid you out of their bondage " a complete work, worthy of the God who accomplished it. His eternal
redempt£on: "I will redeem you "-a fact which will do to live and die
by. His blessed adoption: "I will take you to me for a people, and ye
shall know that I am the Lord," concerning which we trust our faith
may be streugthened. Personal revelation: "I will be to you a God"a point so precious, and which is a true test of vital godliness within.
Contimtal preservation: "I will bring you £nto the land" -saved and upheld
in times of the greatest peril. Glorification-the climax-" I will give it
you for all inheritance "-all sealed with the Lord's own seal, so emphatic,
deep, and indelible: "I AM THE LORD."
.
Ah! when we view these things rightly, how beggarly do the things of
time appear! How light. our afflictions compared to the weight of glory in
store for us! How little it matters what we have to pass through by
the way, so that we reach home at last!
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May this cluster of precious promises, beloved, be as a bunch of the
of Eshcol to your soul, and may you draw from their spiritual'
fulness the Gospel juice they are ripe with, and so be led, with the poor
unworthy writer, to go on your way rejoicing.
~rapes

G. C.

JJerby.

FOR JESUS' SAKE.
lxix. 6; El'HESIAKS iv. 32).
ETERNAL God, with heart sincere,
When hope inspires my feeble groan,.
Permit a sinner tCl draw near,
I plead His merits, not my own;
Whose guilty soul no plea can make
And when my heart can only ache,
But this sweet plea-for J e'lus' sake.
I still must plead, for Jesus' sake.
Encouraged by Thy "Vord of grace,
And wilt Thou not my woe redress,
I venture nigh to seek '1' by face;
And with Thy freest mercy bless?
Let mercy through my da,rkness
Thou mightest justly me forsake;
break,
Yet leave me not, for Jesus' sake.
And chase my gloom, for Jesus' sake.
Oh, that my weary soul might prove
Though in myself I am undone,
The sweets of everlasting l0ve,
View me in Thy beloved Son;
Whicb. neither earth nor sin ca,n shake,.
He did for sinners undertake;
Because it flows for Jesus' sake.
And Thou a.rt pleased for Jesus' sake.
Thy golden sceptre, Lord, extend,
The tempter, with infernal roar,
And prove Thyself the sinner's
Would have me seek Thy grace no
Friend;
A bruised reed Thou wilt not break,
more'
But my eternal all's at stake,
But bind it up, for Jesu~' sa.ke.
And I must come, for Jesus' sake.
Hast Thou upheld me to this day
One heavenly smile within my heart
To cast me finally away?
Would bid my enemies depart;
No, Lord; what Thou didst undertake
Peace in my wounded conscience
Thou wilt complete, for Jesus' sake.
make,
And seal it home, for Jesus' sake.
And if, along my pilgrim-way,
I meet reproaches day by day;
A needy suppliant I must lie,
If of Thy mercy I partake,
In all my fear and misery,
All will be sweet, for Jesus' sake.
Till Thou the blood of Jesus take,
And wash me clean, for Jesus' sake.
In Jesus may I walk below,
And much of His sweet presenco
Did He not shed His precious blood
know;
To ransom rebels back to God?
In Jesus sleep, in Him awake;
Since sin His sinless heart did break,
I ask it all for Jesus' sake.
Forgive my sin, for Jesus' sake.
W. WILElIIAN.
(PSALM

STRENGTH TO DIE.
I HAD a godly father; a truly gracious man. I was with him in his last
illness. Up to that time he was uncertain in his mind how it would end
with him. Shortly before his death he called me to his bed-side, and said,
"Cornelius, I have got now what I have been praying for these thirty
years; the Lord hns visited me with the knowledge I have so long wished
for. I am going to Him, and I have strength to die." In this blessed
frame he departed.

;1
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IN MEMORIAM.
OK the second day of this month ten years ago passed away from earth
to heaven a deal' and honoured servant of the Lord, William Parks, a
name that still lives in the loving, grace-taught heart of miiny of God's
dear children. For twenty-four years he laboured in word and doctrine
in St. Barnabas' Church, Openshaw; and amongst those who have been
called by death to resign their charg-e few could say with greater truth,
"I have not shunned to declare unto you the whole counsel of Gud,"
than the faithful and fearless William Parks. 'l'here are now living te3timonies to the efficacy of the Word preached, and the power that
accompanied it; and there are not a few still left whose Christ.ian walk,
adherence to truth, steady separation from error, and honest confession
of the Christ of Scripture, evidence the description given 'by the
Apostle of his converts: "When ye received the ~Word of God
which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is
in truth, the Word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that
believe;" and of such the Apostle declared, "For what is our hope, or
joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord
Jesus Christ at' His coming? For ye are our glory and joy." Of others in
his day, as at the present time, it may he true that, "they have turned
from the holy commandment delivered unto them," and gone back unto
the beggarly elements of a woddly religion addressed to the sens es, or,
to gain the favour of men, united with the advocates of a sp:uious gospel
which adroitly mixes free-will with free grace; the death of all goodness
in man with vital power to come to Jesus; giving to God the authorship
of a salvation which, after all, turns upon the will of man to accept or
reject. Tbis is the gospel of the nineteenth century, which finels such
favour in the eyes of the multitude.
But the Gospel delivered to our departed brother was not on this wise.
Endowed with a vigorous mind, a strong will, of a lively, impulsive disposition, united with the kindliest heart and scholarly advantages, he
was well suited to please the world; therefore, great must have been the
wrench whpn sovereign power in effect said to him, " Get thee out of thy
country, and fn>m thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land
that I will show thee." But," where the word of a King is, there is
power," and the separation was complete. "Former things passed
away; all things became new." His acute discernment between truth
and error, hill vi~orous opposition to the delusive divinity of his day, hill
fearlessness in pl'oclaiming all that God had revealed to his soul from the
pulpit, and his unwearied diligence in the use of his pen, all combined
to make him a valued and honoured servant of. the Church of Gud, and a
severe loss to the cause of truth when removed by death, in his fiftyeighth year, to enter into the joy of his Lord.
The locality IV hore he so long laboured has been graciously cared fol'
by the Lord of the vineyard in raising up a successor to feed Hifl people.
Would to God they were multiplied; for the proclamation of divine truth
is God's method to put down error, and by no other means. 'fhis is tuo
great point lost sight of at the present time. Every expedient is tried
but this, and error of all sorts, with rapid strides, is bringing abtJut thlil
Q Q
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same result that preceded our Lord's first advent: "And they shall look
unto the earth, and behold trouble and darkness, dimness of anguish;
and they shall be driven to darkness."
The present crisis is a time' of intense trial to Gofl's true standardbearers. Men knew where they stood when fire and faggot loomed in
the distance, when the prison and the rack awaited them, if they did not
say a crumb of bread contained the material body of Christ, and a drop
of water flntitled sinners to salvation. They had to count the cost of
disbelieving and opposing such absurdities. But times m'e altered;
universal charity bears the sway, and all sorts of error are fused in that
crucible, and come out to shape as "excellent men." This kindly spirit
IDay deceive even the elect for a while, but Holy Writ declares they shall
be recovered: "Say Je to the righteous that it shall be well with him;
for they shall eat the fruit oftheir doings." The Lord will scourge them
for their union with error and backslidings from His truth: "Woe unto
them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and
light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweot for bitter; " and
God's instructed people, who bave felt the power of HIS rod in their conscience, and His displeasure as manifested in their circumstances, have
a holy dread of those paths that lead to association with deceitful
workers. "There is no judgment in their goings; they have made them
crooked paths: whosoever goeth therein shall not know peace." Many
a servant of the Lord has found this out to his cost in a dying day.
Instead of the fulfilment of the promise, "Thou wilt make all his beel
in his sickness," it has been a bed of sorrow, self-reproach, and condemnation.
Very different was the blessedness that surrounded W. Parks. A few
IDonths before his end he thus concluded a short letter: "I cannot say
times of sickness are times of refreshing, but I thank God I can at all times.
say, 'I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able
to keep that which I have committed unto Him until that day.' " Blessed
servant of the Lord, owned and honoured as a faithful witness for truth,
he could ill be spared from the battle-field, gifted as he was by word and
pen to "fight the g"od fight of faith."
From keen observation in his sphere of usefulness, he was thoroughly
able to cope with the subtleties of the Manchester school, and his
nationality afforded bim clear insight into the popery of Ritualism; but
the weapons of' bis warfaro were the word and work of Christ, and salvation by grace waR his watchword, his armour, his artiJlery. He feared
no frown, he c"u1'toa no smile, and he employed but little religious
machinOl'Y in his parish beyond preaching the Word, "in season and
out of season," and visiting the sick. He was respected by the world as
a consistent Christian. and valued by the lovers of truth as a faithful follower of his Lord. He was a terror to Arminians as a vehement opposer
of error, and obnoxious to worldly professors who, whatever might be
their degree of light, were destitute of the life of God in their soul.
To the pOOl', guilt. stricken, self-condemned sinner he was gentle and
tender, and to such it was his delight to unfold the blessings of salvation
by grace, and tlJO c"venant declarations of the Father, Son, and Spirit,
that, in the appointl-'d time, all such helpless and self-hopeless sinners
should be brongllt by the eternal power of a Triune Jehovah to see their
sins laid upon Cllli~t, l:md crown Him Lord of all.
In the loss of such an under-shepherd it is comforting to know that
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hua not left Zion destitute of pastors, but hero nlll
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III bAll' w r to be found who love His truth and arO Dot

"ho

d t 1)1' o.oh it. N ever was there a day when the L 1'<}" t
8 ng 1'8 noeded more the prayers of God's people than
ll'
nt tiro. Th people that surzound them, a,id those that 0.1'
11 ID in offio (1.1' alike, for the most part, in enmity to the truth.
hi
ommon to man, Ilnd graco alone puts a difference; but in every p "it 11
in life, from tb highest to the lowe t, grace in the heart draw f, h
the hatred of' the unrenewed. "BeolLuse ye are not of the world, but
hlLve hos n u ut of the world, thar fore the world hateth you; " and
this is th
f the quarrel. Satan 'has his traps and snares to cat h
the p
1 f
d, compromising exploldieuts, soothing syrups, blanc}
word, kmd o;utions, but they all meet in this centre-to keep back thu
truth and 1, \' the standard.
un
fReer, over six feet 'higb, was careering on his chargo!',
urllgio his troops just before a battle began, when one of his m 11,
a muob atta"hed to the gallant young soldier, whispered to him,
u mu t not hold yourself so erect, eir; you will be picked off by th
n my."
uch hints from Satan are ften given to the I~ord's servant ;
but bI,
d are those who at the last an say with the Apostle, " I hav
f, u ht n goood fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:
11 11
rth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which th
ord, the righteous Judge, shall giv me at that day: and not to me only,
but unto all them also that love His app"aring."
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A CHANGING CREATURE BUT A CHANGELESS COVENANT.
My DEAR FRIENDS IN THE LonD JEsus,-This cowes with my sincere
love to your souls, and, indeed, I write to you in the bonds of tho
strongest love, namely, that love which is stronger than death. 0 I~ord,
may it ever reign in all our hearts, world without end. Even so. 0 LOl'd.
Amen. I often think of the happy opportunities we have had together
in holy conversation, and how l1wa:,:ingly the Almighty has sealed His'
truth, and the love of it, upon our hearts, when we have associated
together. Oh, what a strong mark of God's being' in the work when it
is so blessed, knowing God never sets His seal to a lio, but to the truth.
But now, my dear Samuol and Phmbe, these opportunities will nevel'
again, perhaps, be put in our hands. Yet God can cl13.nge them for
better; and, as we cannot now reach each other's oars with our voices.
may the Lord enablo us to reach each other's minds with our pens. I
shall, if God enable me. sometimes write to you, and should be glad to
hear from you, and to kuow your affairs, and whether ye stand fast in
the liberty of the Gospel. Beware, my dear souls, of the world, and be
not again entangled with the yoke of bondage, and be not of that number
that, God says, draw back to perdition, but of them that press forwal'd
in faith, to the saving of the soul. M.y dear friends, beware of Christian
talkers, for they are the bane of the Church. A ma,n may have all the
truths of the Guspel in his head, but that will not do, because the 8crip-,
tures say, "The kingdom of God is not in word, but in power" (1 Cor,
iv. 20). A man may have a gift of prayer and be a hypocrite. but God's
children have the spirit of prayer as well as the gift. A child of God
may cry to Christ when he cannot speak; a hypocrite may speak Wh l3ll
Q Q 2 .
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he cannot cry. View these things, and the Lord give thee understanding.
A hypocrite may cry to God in trouble, but at the same time his heart is
never taken from the world. Such cries God will not hear, because the
world has their hearts (Has. vii. 14; Mieah iii. 4). But to the poor in
spii:it and to the meek-hearted God says He will up, because of their
deep sighings, and deliver them from the hands of him that is stronger
than they. "But," say you, "our souls h",ve got many enemies."
Yes, I know it, and there is but one Friend. I know the world, the
flesh, and the devil are your enemies, and I am glad of it, for woe to
your souls if you are at friendship with either of lhese three. We are
to declare war with all Ohrist's enemies, and when you are nothing but
perfect weakness in yourself, then you wilt beat every enemy you fight
with (Joel iii. 10); but when you are strong in the flesh you are sure to
be beaten (Ezek. xxxiv. 16). As for yonr enemies, Ohrist conquered
them all for us; and when we come to Ohrist in trouble, then He
imputes to us the victory, then all our enemies reust hide their heads in
a nLoment; and as for the devil, faith minds him not. Faith knows he
is nothing but a fallen, rebellious angel, who lies under the Most High
God's everlasting curse, which holds him as a chain in utter darkness;
and faith's work is to look to Jesus, who destroyed principalities and
powers. "But," say you, "there is sin." Yes; but faith well knows
that her Object and Author has condemned sin in the flesh; and, if sin
is condemned and the sinner justified, then, says faith, I must look to
Him that was manifest in the flesh to destroy the works of the devil.
"But," say you, "the world hems me in, and I am a/raid that will draw
me from Ohrist." I am glad you are afraid of it, for God says, "He
that is a friend of the world is an enemy of God," therefore faith looks
to Him that says, "Be of good cheer: I have overeome the world"
(John vi. 33). "Well," you say, "but my own wic~{ed, corrupted,
deceitful heart is my worst enemy." Yes; but, says faith, God's Word
declares, "He that trusts his own heart is a fool," a natural man, and
not a saint ; for faith says, My work is to look at my other object that
prepares the heart, and I, says faith, am the instrument He uses to
purify the heart, for I know, says faith, your heart and your flesh will
fail; but if yourself will let me alone, I will point out Him to you who
is "the strength of your heart and your portion for ever." " Well,"
say you, "but, if they cannot destroy me, they destroy my comforts, and
drive me from the sensible presence of God into many misty clouds of
ignorance, stupidity, and insensibility, and into many dark days of desertion. Darkness covers my mind, so that I grope like one blind, quite
without an evidence." This is bad to be in, but, says faith, I must
believe the promise and look to the Word of God (Ezek. xxxiv. 12).
A good man once said that God, when He converted a sinner, laid His
Spirit in pawn to that soul, so the Spirit is the soul's earnest of its
inheritance; and so, when we die, Ohrist receives His own with usury.
So,my dear souls, let your troubles be what they may, obey God's voice.
God says, "Give me thy heart." The blessed Jesus will have it, for you
Call do nothing in mending it, and He says, "Oommit the keeping of
your souls into my hand." Pray Him to keep it, and He will keep yours
as well as Paul's till that day. He likewise says, " Offer up your bodies,
which is your reasonable service." Pray, my dear souls, let Him have
them; and He likewise says, "Oommit thy works unto the Lord, and
thy thoughts shall be established." Obey His voice, for He gave Himself
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So then, when enemies come to u, n. we, as the three children did to
the king of Babylon, " We are not ar 'u1 to answer thee in this matter"
(Dan. iii. 16), for, says the soul, .• I Annot answer any enemies; if they
demand anything, go tu my heavenly 1I band; He pays all for me. He
paid law and justice, too, for me; and, a all fulness dwells in Him, there
is enough to pay all demands; " and, if you have peace with God through
Christ, then let faith produce his ree ipt to any enemy who asks after it,
which is this, "He that believes i jn tified freely from all things."
That is your receipt-mark it. Wh n y thus live, then ye live indeed.
Would you know whether you hav got Christ's righteousness on you?
Depend upon it you have if you have got rid of all your own, for whom
Christ strips He clothes (Zech. iii. 4). Christ puts no new cloth u110n
our old garments, lest the rent is made worse.
I have much more to say, but no more time. Pray give my love to
C-- and Mr. and Mrs. G--, and tell them to take hold and keep
hold of Christ. Stretch forth the withered hand, and pray the Lorcl to
lift it up, according to His promise (Micah v. 9). My wife joins in love
to you, and I conclude, an enemy to the world, the flesh, and the devil.
Christ be with you. Amen.
.
nitton, Doo. 17, 1776.
W. HUNTING TON.
ALL IS WELL.
My DEAlt FRIEND,-Having an opportunity of sending a note by doar
Mr. - - , I could not withhold my pen. Wbat thanks ought we to give
our gracious Lord for His mercies to you! What ought you yourself to
give! Can you lnok back upon any part of your life, especially the latter
part of it, and is there anything upon which you cannot write, Tltis is
meroy? Oh, it is all, from first to last, to them who are chosen, and called,
and believe, and live by the faith of the Son of God, mercy-from everlasting to everlasting-a mercy before time, a mercy in time, a mercy
beyond time! Where is the fountain bead, the spring of this mercy?
In the covenant of the eternal Three. What gave ri~e to it i' Nothing
but the mere grace and free love of the divine Persons, a motive that
could only rise in the purpose and breast of God Him'ielf. But on whom
do the streams of tbis fuuntain flow, with their quickening, comforting,
sanctifying, glorifying streams? On the miserable, and none else; for
none else are the ohjects of mercy-on such as you and me. M.ercy has
made a rich proviflion tu supply all our \\ ants, to pardon all our sins, to
save us frvm all misery, to elJtitle us all to glory. And what! is mercy
chiefly glorious in roserving all its blessings to another world? The
greatest it does, but not all. All are now enjoyed in reversion by faith,
and all things are working together, in Jesu's hands, to bring about the
full and /inal enjoyment, that the mercy which is above all the warl,s of
God may have for ever and ever all the glory.
Sunday 'lnorning.- What a mercy does this day call to remembrance!
The Saviour, risen and ascended, sends down the divine and faithful
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Witness for Himself. "He shall testify of me, " bear witness to my person,
J ehovah, self-existent. My work is perfect as J eh0vah could make it.
He shall testify of my grace, how free it is, how full it i~, and shall enable
the sinner --any poor wretch, however vile in his own eyes-to trust his
soul in the hands of Jesus; and, having en!ibled the sinner to do this,
then He will testify of Jesus, that he has received Him, that be is safe in
the arms, and may be happy in the enjoyment, of J esu's love. Thus He
will make the soul enamoured with Jesus. 'fhere will appear such consummate beauty, such infinite loveliness in His precious person, as will
eclipse the glory of all other lover~. Thel e will appear such true
happiness in fellowship with Him as will dethrone the former idols;
and when the foolish heart would depart He will not let it. Then will
He testify of Jesus, "To whom wouldst thou go? Who has eternal life
to give but Him? Turn, turn again to thy rest, 0 my soul."
If the soul is mourning, He will testify 01 the joy that is in Jesus. If
the soul is burdened, "Cast thy burden," says He, "on thy Lord." If
the soul has lost any creature comfort, "Let it go," ~ays He, " Jesus is still
thy salvation and thy great reward." If tho soul be grieved with indwelling sin. "It is pardoned," says He, "and the Spirit of life, which
is in Christ Jesus, hath made thee free from the law of sin and death."
Whatever the wants of the believer are, the Spirit's office is to testify of
Jesus-there is the thing you want-and to glorify Jesus. There you
.have it freely. JYIy friend, what mercy is this! The Spirit, Jehovah,
abides with you, to testify of Jesus and His perfect salvation, and to
glorify Jesus by enabling you to live safe and blessed upon Him, making
Him not only all, but also" All in all." And when He hath taught you thus
to glorify Jesus, He will keep you (oh, that's sweet!) by Ris almighty
power till He bring you to the heaven of heavens-the sight and enjoyment of dear Jesus, eternally dear and lovely Jesus. Is it indeed so?
-Why, then, you may commit yourself to this glorious Immanuel, and
wait for the Spirit's teaching you all His ways, and showing you all is
well. Remember, He has lent you your chief earthly comfort only just
so long as He pleases. When He takes it, "Be still, and know that I
am God "-a Sovereign. This commands resignation, and the Lamb's
v~ice must give Rll He commands. "I take him away that you may love
me more, and be happier in my love." "Let it be so, my dear Lord,"
faith replies; "be Thou but present, all is well." The Lord bless you
and yours.
May 25,1765.
W. ROMAUlE.
LETTERS

BY THE

LATE REV. W. PARKS TO A LADY
IN IRELAND.
No. I.
I PERCEIVE by your letter that you are of an impulsive temperament; that
you have been building on frames and feelings, rather than on the
-finished work of Christ; and that you are not under Gospel teaching.at least, not under clear Gospel teaching. I can see in your case
'much that is hopeful. It is hardly possible for anyone to experience
-so much desire after the Lord as you seem to have, and not have had the
Lord's work and hand in it. Many well-estabiished Christians could now
tell you that the way you have travelled was the exact one in which
they trod at the commencement of their journey. They were happy, then
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they began to lose that sense of happiness; then they started aside into
the ways of error; then they experienced fresh anguish-all this lasting
f<lr a longer or shorter period, until it pleased the Lord to teRch them
the permanent secrets of liberty. I hope it may be so with·you.
Now suffer me to be very plain with you.
1. Do you know yourself to be a hell-deserving sinner?
2. Do you believe that Ohrist is able to wash and save you?
8. Have you anything to object to in the discriminating doctrines of
grace?
4. Are you willing that your bosom sin should be cut out by the roots,
or by whatever process the Lord may choose to employ?
5. Have you discarded all hope in self and creature pawer ?
6. Do you cry unto the Lord to undertake for you?
If you can answer these questions in the affirmative, as God is your
witness, I should have no hesitation in saying that you are a child of
God. Though self-ey:amination is needful, yet we must not be for ever
poring over our wretched nature. The infirmities of the most privileged
eaint, even fOl' a single day, wOtlld be more than sufficient to cause gloom,
and fear, and douhts to arise within. We must rather look to Christ;
and, while we are careful to avoid overt and secret sin, we must not suffer
the evil d' our nature to interfere with our belief. The way God imparts
His mind to us is through the Word, and through our experience the
Spirit witnesses we are the children of God, not by an impnlse, or
audible voice, or peculiar sensation, but by bringing the Word and
the conscience together, and thus comparing notes. For instance, I may
know that I am sealed with the Spirit of promise thus : -When I love
God, whom I once hated; when I love Ohrist, whom I once despised;
when I hate sin that I once loved; when I mourn that I can no more
mourn; when my soul is often going out in communion with God; when
I am lost in wonder at God's goodness to me, &c. Here is the
Spirit witnessing with my spirit that I am a child of God. It is thus
Jesus reveals Himself to His redeemed; it is thus He assures us of our
interest in Him. Yet the Lord may be a long time in bringing this
about. Many Ohristians are years before they come to anything like
assurance; so you must not be cast down, if you are suffered to gro.pe in
the dark for a considerable time.
I pmy God to bless these thoughts to your good. You cannot do
better than read 1\1(1'. Krause's sermons. He was a blessed man of God.
Pray whose ministry do you attend? The simple reason for my inquiring about you is a desire to add to my list. of friends in the trtlth as it
is in Jesus. They are very few; and whenever anyone writes to me for
one of my little works, I want to know the drift of the writer's mind.
If I can give you any further information I shall be very glad. Do you
ta-ke the GOSPEL MAGAZINE?
Openshaw, August 30t/t, 1858.
W. PARKS.
No. n.
I HAD not time to write sooner; but now I have a little leisure, and I
pray the. Lord to give me wisdom to descant upon your very strange case.
I am const-rained to say at the very outset that, according to your own
showing (for yOtlr words are, "I do not know that I ever felt I deserved
hell because of 8in "), your former joys are nothing but delusion. That is
not the way God generally works: unhappiness almost invariably precedes
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joy; we must be unhappy before we are happy. That is invariably the
experience of God's people j and yet I dare not set lip a standard of
experience, and say, "If you don't come up to that. you are no Christian." No; the Holy One of Israel is not limited in His dealings with
the children of men. But I think it impossible f"r a sensation of true joy
to emanate from Him before He has convinced the soul of sin. Let me
dewribe conviction of sin. It is a sense and persuasion of our lost and
undone condition, our bankruptcy and ruin, our complete ruin by the
Adam transgression; and that we can never come into the presence of a.
holy God except He will show us mercy. Till you know something of
this, your joy and your sorrow, your frames and feelings, are not worth
one jot. They are the tricks of Satan, the !loisonous flowers with which
he hopes to attract simple souls.
Now, no power on earth can convince you of sin. No sermon, no
warning, no visitation, no harrowing anguish consequllnt on misfortunes, nothin~ can do this. It is the special work of G"d the Holy
Ghost; but the Lord works by means. Preaching the Word (but mind
you, it must be THE WORn) is a means. "It has pll'ased God by the
foolishneEs of preaching to save them that believe" (1 Cor. i. 21). Let
me tell you further that God will not be hastened. The fulness of the
time must be, ere He performs His wondrous acts. The apotitles ages ago
prayed, "Even so, come, Lord Jesus; " " Come quickly;" but He has not
come yet. And why? Simply because the last lamb of the fold has
not been gathered in. When that little lamb shall have been born and
disciplined, then will the Lord Jesus come again. Oh, may you prove
to be of that privileged throng! I cannot but hope for you j you have
begun to inquire, and that is a good sign. 'l'he Spirit awakens before He
convinces. When yon have been convinced of sin, and when you have
be'en given a heart to love the Lord, your conduct and conversation will
tell the world whose you are. All I can do for you is to pray for you,
and instruct you through these notes; but, until conviction of sin, there
cannot possibly be any Seriptural ground for hope, much less for joy.
Write to me whenever you feel disposed, and if there is anything in
• your letter requiring a reply, I will gladly respond.
Opens/law, Septembe1' 5th, 1858.
W. PARKS.

THE CHURCH ABOVE.
"These are they which came out of g1'eat tribulution."-REv. vii. 14.
Lo! I beheld a countless throng
The whole election bought with blood,
Of every nation, tribe, and tongue;
All sanctified and brought to God.
Arrayed in robes of spotless white
ODe righteous, ransomed, heaven.
Before the Lamb in realms of light.
born host,
Some of them had with infant breath
Each strove to exalt the Saviour most;
Welcomed the messenger of death;
And all were there for whom He
But others fierce campaigns had
died.
stood,
Made like their Lord, and glorified.
And all were washed in Jesu's blood.
I saw them bow before the throne,
From every rank and every state,
Tbeir bliss will shortly be my own;
The poor, the rich, the lSmall, the For thei,' Redeem,'r, Christ, is mine,
great;
And I shall soon their chorus join.
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TilE following has been submitted to us as
A PRAYER FOR MINISTERS.
I.
May they have the baptism of the Spirit, the unction of the divine
Spirit resting and abidiug upon them, day by day, with His manifold
gifts; the spirit of wisdom and understanding, of counsel and of might,
of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.

n.
.. ,

1rIay they, through the Spirit, bear in mind the great importance and
dignity and excellency and difficulties of their office, as messengers,
watchmAn, and stewards of the mysteriAs of God; warning sinners to flee
from the wrath to come; teaching, premonishing, and providing for the
Lord's family and household.

ITI.
May they so live in the Spirit that, like Enoch, they may walk with
God, framing and fashioning their whole life according to the doctrine of
Christ, so that they may be, as much as lieth in them, a wholesome
example and pattern to the flock of Christ, continuing stable and strong
in Him.

IV.
Let their theology be practical, causing them to understand more and
more of the attributes of God, of His truth, of His power, of His love,
being filled with the fulness of God, even Christ, the hope of' glory, the
fulness of the Godhead bodily. May the love of God constrain them.
V.
May the Divine'Spirit take of the things of Christ, and so reveal them
to their hearts. guiding aud upholding them in all the truth, even in
Christ, who is the Way, the Truth, and the' Life. Replenish them with
the dew of Thy grace, and the truth of Thy doctrine; causing them to
speak just what Thou wouldest have them, that the words of' their mouth
may have much success, not being spoken in vain, so that by the power
of the Spirit, through their instrumentality, many may be brought into
the fold of the Goud Shepherd.

VI.
May they, in the power of resurrection life, be united to Christ, their
great and living Head; and, having fellowship with 8 is sufferings. make
them to knuw Thee, 0 Thou gracious Comforter, in all the sweetness of
Thy name, the Spirit of consolation, so that, filled to the full with that
Spirit, they may abound in love, joy, and peace, and go on their way
rejoicing.
Reader, will you thus plead, and, in so doing, obey God, and fulfil the
Apostle's injunction, "Pray for us," and bring a blessing on your own
souls?
EPITAPH.-Reader, remember nothing will stand in a dying hour and
in the day 01 judgment but Christ reigning in the heart, the hope and
eviden('e of eternal glory, therefore now consider your ways. None other
time is yours.-From a Tombstone in J)arley J)ale Churchyard, J)erbyshir(J.
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THE WAY OF ,THE WILDERNESS.

" Wtsdom is justifierl of her cltilrlren."-MATT. xi. 19.
1'1' is one of the sweetest and most blessed fruits of the Spirit to be

enabled, under all circumstances, both in providence and in grace, to
jnstify God in His dealings with us. But there are times in which it
wonld be flagrant hypocrisy for ns to say-if our saying it were allowed
to convey the idea that we feelingly experienced it-Cl The Lord is my
light anci my salvation: of whom shall I ba afraid?" We are quite
ready to admit-but at such times it seems to be in theory only-that the
Lord is our God, but we aro not always ready feelingly and experimentally to say, with meekness and bumble compliance to His divine
will, that" all things work together for our good;" and when deprived
of some of our heart's idols, " The Lord hath given, and the Lord hath
taken away: blessed be the name of the Lord; "but we may always rest
assured that this principle of non-compliance arises from a bad motive.
We have been assured again and again that the Lord's ways of direct. ing our steps are infinitely better than our own could have been. We
have repeatedly been brought into straits and difficulties, out of which
we could not possibly have devised a way of escape, but He hath fulfilled His promise, made bare His mighty arm, and" made rough places
plain and crooked things straight;" and thus, by the sanctification of
trials to our soul's good, He hath caused us to justify Him in all the way
He hath hitherto led us; and, although we are full offorebodings for the
iuture, we sing with a measure of holy confidence, " 0 praise the Lord,
for He is good, and His !Lercy endureth for ever,"
But there are other features to the text, which, under the Spirit's
teaching, may instruct and edify:
.
I. "Wisdom is justified of her children" in the creation. All are
ready to admit, even the astute sceptical philosopher, that what he chooses
to call" the phenomenon of natnre" is entirely incomprehensible; and,
although he will not give the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ the praise
due to His name for His marvellous works-but he rather would abuse
Him as an impostor and a sham-yet, if appealed to for an account of all
things, he is quite content to leave our cravings after information
unsatisfied. This seems all the more remarkable when we remomber that
they are always ready to give us a great amount of information whenever any extraordinary phenomenon does occur. If we are overtaken by
a violent earthquake or volcanic eruption, we are not long kept waiting
for tidings of cause and effect. Well does the severe but well·merited
castigation of the beloved Cowper meet our views.
.. Forth steps the spruce philosopher, and tells
Of homogeneal and discordant springs
And principles; of causes, how they work
By necessary laws, their sure effects
Of action and re-action. He has found
The source of the disease that Nature feels,
And bids the world take heart and banish fear.
Thou fool! will thy discovery of the cause
Suspf'nd the f'ffect or heal it ? Has not God
Still wrought by means since first He made the world?
And did He not of old employ His means
To drown it? What! is His creation less
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Than a capacious reservoir of means
Formed fOt" His use, and ready at His will ?
Go, dress thine eyes with eye-salve; ask of Him,
Or ask of whomsoever He ha!! taught,
And learn, though late, the genuine cause of all.
But it is a matter of small moment to us whether Wisdom be justified
of sceptical philosophy or no. If" Wisdom be justified of her children"
(and that it is we hope to show), the Word of the Lord is fulfilled. But,
before we proceed, we would make a few observations on the way in
which some who profess the name of the Lord Jesus handle the Word
of God in our day. There are numbers who have g-iven up the Mosaic
cosmogony-in other words, they have ceased to believe and contend for
the truth of the account given in the Word of God of the creation.
Without entering into the arguments adduced for such a course, we would
say that the giving up of portions of the Word, pretendecl to be rendered
untenable by the so-called" revelations of modern science," is exceedingly dangerous. We could give an instance of one who was formerly a
correspondent to this and other magazines who bl'gan in this way, and
has gone on until he has not only given up the Mosaic cosmogony, but
diyine inspiration altcgether, and he is now an infidel.
But to return. "Wisdom is justified of her children" in permitting
the fall of man. But how often has God been arraigned before man's
puny bar, and condemned as unjust and cruel for placing man in a state
in which were the instruments that might, and eventually did, bring
about his destruction. But it will be remembered that God can in no
wise be charged with having caused our first parents to sin. It is true
that His righteous law required that they should not eat of the fruit of
the tree of knowledge of good and evil, and with the requirements of
this law they found no fault, and in it, it is evident, they could see no
injustice, until interfered with by "the prince of the power of the
air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience." We
read in the third chapter of Genesis, verse five, that "the serpent said
unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: for God doth know that in the
day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as
gods, knowing good and evil." So they yielded to his profane importunities, and thus fell from primeval purity, involving themselves and
their offspring in ruin. But, if we look at the fall from a Gospel standpoint, we shall see that it redounds to the glory of God, and it is a great
mercy to our own souls "if haply we are feeling after Him." It is
amongst the " all things that work together for good to them that love
God." It implies an inexpressible amOllUt of sorrow and suffering, but,
through the mercy of God in Christ Jesus, it opens up unspeakable joys
we never could have known had primeval purir,y been maintained. We
could never have known the sweetness and preciousness of redeeming
love had we not first been involved in ruin.
Again, we should have known nothing of that much disputed prerogative, "election;" but, by grace, He has now brought us to see that, as
He is the sovereign Creator of all things and beings, so He hath the just
right to dispose of all things and beings as seemeth Him good. This is
exemplified in various ways in the Scriptures. In the sixth chapter of
Genesis, verse thirteen, we read that God intimates to Noah His intention to destroy the world on account of man's wickedness; aRd this, in
His own time and way, He carries into effect, notwithstanding the derision
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of His enemies. How true in this instance is the Word, "I will laugh
at their calamity: I will mock when their fear cometh."
There are numbers of other practical illustrations of God's sovereignty
given in the Word, but, without giving more, we subscrioe to the dignified claim contained in the Word, "Thus saith the Lord the King of
Israel, and his Redeemer the Lord of hosts; I am the fir.;t, and I am
the last; and beside me there is no God. And who, a~ I, shall call, and
shall declare it, and set it in order for me, since I appoin ted the ancient
people? and the things that are coming, and shall come, let them show
unto them" (Isa. xliv. 6, 7; xliii. 11, 12). So we justify God's electing
love because of His sovereign right "to do as seemeth Him good
amongst the armies of heaven and the inhabitants of the earth."
But Wisdom's children justify not merely His absolute power and right,
but, al80, His purity, righteousness, and justice. By tbe Holy Spirit
they are brought to see the justice of their condemnation, and to feel their
unworthiness of the mercies which, through Christ Jesus, He so richly
bestows. They are brought to see that there is nothing in them to merit
God's esteElIll more than there is in the most daring and profligate sinner
known. Hence, they are brought to sing"Why was I made to hear Thy voice,
And enter while there's room,
When thousands make a wretched cborc~,
And rather starve than come?
" 'Twas the same love that sprcad the feast
That sweetly forced us in ;
Else we had still refused to taste,
And perished in our sin."
(To be continued.)

" WHISPERERS."
are whisperers? Not those who in low, hushed notes arf) speaking,
lest the slumbers of the sufferer should be disturbed. Yot that they
have an office and work distinct from any other none can doubt. What
saith the Scripture? "A whisperer separateth chief friends." Estranged
hearts, alienated friends, wounded spirits-yea,and broken hearts, tooare among the handiworks resulting from their labours. It is not the
outspoken slander of the" talebearer" or the tattling (If the gossip that
is referred to here. These have their own work; but that of tile" whisperer" is something less tangible. Only the quietly. dropped hint or sly
inuendo, which may be turned to anylhing which the b Ill' l' of it chooses
to suppose most probable, '£he next retailing of tbi will give it form
and shape, size and proportion; and, alas! for human nature, when does
the interpretation ever favour those who are the viotims f the "whisperer?"
We may boldly affirm-never! Meanwhil, th whisperer" wipeth his
mouth," saying, "What have I done?" and he retrea's into the shade,
leaving the many-tongued voice ofslander to pert ot the work he halil begun.
God save us aH from this great sin! Its 1'6compense is not spoken of
in immediate connection with its work; yet that whereof the Psalmist
speaks, where he says, "What shall be given unto thee? or what shall
be done unto tbee, thou false tongue? Sharp arrows of the mighty, with
ooals of juniper," this also is the undoubted recompense the" whisp rer" may look for.
M. R. W.
WHO
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A GREETING BY ONE NOW IN GLORY!
To tlte Editor of the Gospel Maga::.ine.
[THE annexed letter, written to you, dear Dr. Doudney, was found
amongst the treasured manuscript of my late beloved husband, which I
forward, thinkiD.~ :you may be pleased to know the esteem in which you
were held by him who is now no more, but gone to that eternal rest
which awaits the people of God, and where we hope to join him.
Yours in deep sorrow,
'ELlZABETll MIL130RNE.J
DEAR Sm,-I have had it impressed on my mind for some time to
write to inform you of a visit I paid to some friends of mine living in
Briatol, and the result. On the Sunday morning I told them I was
inclined to attend Mr. Doudney's church, and wished slime of them to
accompany me, but was unable to pers'lade any of them to do so, their'
pl'edile"t~ons bein~ fur what is called " Hig~ Ohurch "wo:ship. When I
arrived ID Bedmmster, I found the serVICe was held ID a temporary
wooden building, which was used during the erection of the parish
church. The Luilcling and all its surroundings were soon forgotten when
you began to preach the glorious Gospel of the ever-blessed God, and to
set forth Ohrist ill all His fulness, and the characters He sustains for His
people; Eis ability to " save unto the uttermost all that come unto God
thl'ough Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession," &c" they being
led by the Holy Spirit, who guides into all truth. Much comforted and
edified, and also fully satisfied it was God's house, though only a wooden
structure, and that the Lord was there, I determined to go again in the
evening, and was again fed with a Gospel feast.
On coming out tu return home, I was greatly surprised to see the
same minister-yourse(f-elevated on a mound of earth, giving out that
delightful hymn" A!l huil the power of J esu's nume,
Let angels prostrate fall ;
Bring forth the royal diadem,
And crown Him Lord of all."
I inquired the reason of this open-air service, after the labours of the
day, and was inful'med you had said it was the only opportunity you had
of preaching to that portion of your parishioners who never attended
church or chapel. This needed no comment-such noble reasoning. I
would to God thero were more who have the glory of God and the good
of immortal sr. uls at heart. That same night there was a very heavy
thunder-storm, which broke over the city; perhaps you may remember
the time.
These pleasing reminiscences were brought to my mind a day or two
since by a gentleman relating to me the very happy and interesting
journey his father llad with you from Orewkerne to Yeovil, being like
the two disl,iples g,.ing from Jerusalem to Emmaus, talking of the love
of the Master, until Jesus Himself drew near, and caused your hearts
to burn within, whilst the Scriptures were opened in all their sweetness
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and fulness to your understandings. I am also reminded of the able
sermon you preached in this town some time since from those evermemorable words, "Is there anything too hard for the Lord? " When
shall we hear your dear voice again here? when, ob, when?
I read in the Novemher number of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE with great
interest the account given by Mr. Wallinger of the treatment he bad from
time to time received from those who ought to have supported and
encouraged him. I heard him with much pleasure and satisfaction at"
Bath some years ago, and since then in Yeovil, when he preaehed from
those words, "Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. Speak
ye comfortably to J el'usalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplishod, that her iniquity is pardoned; for she hath received of the
Lord's hand double for all her sins." From that text he preached three
sermons-the Sunday morning and evening, and again on the Monday
night-with such sweetness, unction, and divine power that it was like
"bread cast upon the waters," to be "fonnd after many days." It
afforded me the greatest pleasure to entertain that dear man of God
under my roof, and I pray God to raise up more faithful men, believers
in Jesus and the truth, and who will contend earnestly for" the faith once
delivered to the saints." You have ono near you, in the person of the
Rev. William Saunders, whom we were favoured to hear preach in the
Trinity Church, Yeovil, not long since, from those words, "For what is
your life? It is even a vapour," &c.
I trust the day is not far distant when I shall again hear you and him.
I trust also that the blessing of God may rest on your and his labours,
and that abundant fruits may be realized; and that you may be spared
many years to proclaim the Gospel of Christ to many is the earnest wish
of yours in the bonds of Christian love and cleep respect,
Yeovil, January, 1875.
JOHN MILBORNE.
[The Lord alone knows the timeliness of very many of the communications which have come to hand during the course of our editorship.
Often and often have we had letters which harllong been written, or were
intended to be written, but, notwithstanding the delay, they came to hand
just at the right moment, and when most needed. Such letters have
proved again and again to be indeed" a word in season," leading us to
" thank God and take courage." The foregoing proves to be one of those
timely and welcome letters to which we have referred. It came to hand
after a time of intense soul-travail and ardent wrestling, during the wake·
fulness of the pre,ious night. Such was our sense of being unable to
overtake the work and responsibilities of a large parish, in addition to
the claims of editorship, that we had serious thoughts of sending in our
resignation. The Lord alone Imows what we felt during that time of
intense heart-travail, and bow the Lord was pleaded with to reveal His
mind and will upon so important a matter. '1.'he post, a few hours after,
brought the pleceding Jetter, in which the now sainted and glorified
writer instrumentally leads back one's mind to the long-gone-by season
to which he refers. About eighteen years have passed away since the
time of which he speaks. Necessarily it leads us to reflect, .with adoring
wonder, upon all that has transpired since. The marvellous mercies and
the astounding goodness of our God fill us with amazement. Oh, what
a good and gracious God He has been! How kind, how loving, how
tender; yea, how" mindful of us in our low estate, for His mercy endureth
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for ever." Oh, how the contemplation brings to remembrance the words
of the immortal TOPLADY" Kind Anthor and Ground of my hope,
Thee, Thee for my God I ::1VOW;
My glad Ebenezer set up,
And own Thou hast helped me till now.
I muse on the years that are past,
Wherein my defence Thou hast proved,
Nor wilt Thou abandon at la,st
A sinner so signally lovcd."
Whilst we wonder, worship, and adore, it leaves us with this one allprevailing desire: "Lord, perfect that which concerneth me; " yea, we>
ask for the sweet privilege of faith and hope, so that, without presumption, we may be able to adopt the Apostle's language: "And the Lord
shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto His
heavenly kingdom: to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen."
We would just add that the foreg'oing letter was written Dy him of
whose sudden removal in connection with the Bath Bridge calamity particulars were so recently given in this Magazine. When he wrote the
said letter, how little did he think what awaited him-how near to his
eternal home! Equally was he in ignorance of what use would be made
of what he was then in the act of committing to writing.
Dear reader, how little do you and ourselves lik6wi~e know of what
is before us. It may be that some of us are equally near the close of
our career. " The rest" which remains may fall to our portion much
sooner than we imagine. Our trials and sorrows and afflictions may be
far nearer their termination than we suppose. The Lord may cut short
His work ere we are aware. Under any circumstances, however, it can·>
not be long. When we think of the time that has elapsed, and where
many of us are, in point of age, we may well exclaim, "Knowing the
time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our
salvation nearer than when we believed."-ED.J

THE SONS OF ELL-GOD'S SOVEREIGNTY.
" They hearkenecl not unto the voice of thei1' fathel', because the Lord 1vould slay
them."-1 SAlII. ii. 25.

PERISH the dream of man's free will ;
Let Popish and Arminian zeal
Before the Gospel fly;
The sinner has no power to comeNo power can bring the sinner home
Save that which rules on high.
" Do come tu Christ," the Arminian
says,
And loudly pleads anilloudly praysEarnest, perhaps-but oh,
The heart, by nature prone to ill,
The heart of stone, the rebel will,
Is not converted so.
Snave.

Not might, nor power, nor both corn·
bined,
Nor all the human forces joined,
Could bring the sinner's soul
To heaven, nor make salvation his;
The soul's immortal destinies
Sterner decrees control.
Though fair to human sight appear
The Arminian's subtle creed, yet here
Its fallacy is shown:
Eli may feel a parent's love,
But Eli has no power to move
What God has let alone.
C. DAWES.
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A WORD FROM PARIS.
[The annexed letter from our venerable and beloved correspondent, the
Rev. J. A. Wallinger, was overlooked, otherwise it would have been
inserted in due course.-En.]
To the Editm" of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR EROTHER,-Glad I am to see by your paper in the June
number oftbe GOSPEL MAGAZINE that the same text, "This same Jesus,"
suits you now and still, as in 1836, when I first heard you, when I
was minister of Bethesda Chapel, in Bath. Doubtless y',m remember
what you said on that occasion. And have you and I been preaching
"tL.is same Jesus" now nearly fifty years? " Oh, to grace how great a
debtor!" Yes," the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy." In
the volume of the Book it is written, "Lo, I come." It is the VHy head
and front of the \I hole Book-the very title inscribed on th':1 parchmen t
roll, as with all other book3. And now you and I are saying" Other refuge have I none,
Hangs my helpless soul on Thee."
As those words of Toplady's hymn were sweetly impreHsed on my mind
on a dying bed, as it was thought, at Nice, some months ago"Yes, I shall soon be dying,
Time swiftly glides away;
But, on my Lord relying,
I hail the happy day-

"The day when I shall enter
Upon a work unknown;
My helpless s"ul I venture
On J eSllS Christ alone."

As I then said to those around me, "And if you can do the same, He
will not fail vou."
But now ~y testimony is ended, unless in the course of the summer
I am able to stand up once more in Mr. Hart's pulpit, and bear my testimony against the Pel gianism, semi-Pelagianism, and Armilliani~mof the
day, defiling nearly all the pulpits in the land. Where will you hear a
free-grace discourse in Brighton in the Establishment excllpt at dear
Hewitt's, lately come to St. Luke's there? And where there amongst the
Dissenters, except at three or four places, the Tabernacle in West Street,
Galeed Chap~I, Mr. Geering's Chapel, the Chapel in New England Road,
and perhaps Providence Chapel. So things are come to a hw ebb with
the truth of God, but truth shall prevail, as well as a people to love it,
though it be but a "little flock." "Fear not, little flock: it is your Father's
good pleasure to find you the kingdom," for, "The kingdom shall be
given to thfl saints, and the saints shall take the kingdom, and possess
the kingdom for ever and ever." And so He wi I gi've them a sweet
evidence ttud fOl'eta"te that they shall possess the killgdom by setting it
up in their hearts in "righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy
Ghost." Uy dellr brother, may it be given you to go ou triumphing in
Christ, and making manifest the savour of His knowledge in every
place, f6r the true ministers are" a sweet savour of Christ, in them that
are saved and in them that perish." To the one they are a " savour of
life unto life," and to the other a" savour of death unto death. And who
is sufficient for theEe things?" Our sufftciency is of God.
Farewell; grace and peace be with you. Affectionately yours in
Gospel bonds,
Paris, Jime 19, 1876.
J. A. WALLINGER.
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"E..,"'{TRACTS FROM THE DIARY OF THE LATE "LITTLE
. ONE," OF MANCHESTER.
(Continued f"om page 325.)

"July 5, 1874.-Just as I had concluded my last entry in this journal,
my niece arrived from Guernsey. I have sont for her in the hope that
she will be of use to me in my present weak state. May it be also for
her good. Lord, grant it. I was enabled to attend church again this
morning, and the table of our Lord. The text was from Isaiah xlii. 16,
, And I will bring the blind by a way that they kaow not.
These things will I do unto them and not forsake them.' Some parts
of the sermon suited my experience of late. Lord, fulfil the gracious
promise in the text to me.
"July 12.-1 reached the house of God again this morning, though
very tired. My strength is indeed small. Our subject was the noble
Bereans, 'who received the Word with all readiness of mind, and
searched the Scriptures daily.'
It was clearly shown that the
work of grace was all of God, and that He works in us amI with us, to
the attainment of present enjoyment, and growth in knowledge and
.grace. This I have proved, for, as soon as my spiritual life flags, and
my desires to know more of Jesus grow cold, as surely do I get into a
·dry barren state of soul, with scarcely a spark of life or energy. Shall
J: charge God with this? Nay; for has He not all fulness treasured up
in Christ Jesus for His people? Yes, and waiting to bestow it as He
hears their cry, for' He will fulfil the desire of them that fear Him; He
also will hear their cry, and will save them.' Shame on me, then, that I do
not draw more from the well of living water. Blessed Spirit, make me
.more diligent after things divine. Keep me seeing the world small, and
the affiictions light, in comparison with' the glory to be revealed.'
.
"J~tly 19.-1 attended church again this morning, though full of pains.
I ~cannot conceal from myself that I am growing weaker, and that if a
change does not take place I shall soon be confined to my room. I am
iB. the Lord's hands, to do with me as seemeth Him good.
"August 6.-Mvr-ecambe.-We are here for my benefit, but as yet it
does not seem to have the desired effect; I cannot regain strength. I
would desire to say. with Paul, 'To me to live is Christ, to die is gain.'
I desire that my will should be absorbed in the will of God. He gra<liously keeps me from the fear of death, and enables me to realize my
union with Christ, who took away its sting, and opened the kingdom of
heaven to all His own. ' Having loved His own.
He loved them
unto the end.' May He graciously keep my own dear A-- from falling from his steadfastness should I be removed; and may he bave grace
,given to resist and overcome through all temptations.
"August 10:-Monday night.-Yesterday morning, after reading my
texts for the day, I had such a blessed manifestation to my soul of my
eternal safety in Christ, that I was quite overcome, and, indeed, my poor
weak body could hardly bear more. But, though it lasted but a short
time, it left a sweet, holy calm that I trust will never be removed. I felt
as safe as if I were ah'eady in possession of my heavenly inheritance.
[This" sealing" and" renewing of the Holy Ghost" the writer believes
n
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was, to our dear departed friend, like the breaking of th"e box of ointment
over the head of Jesus, which He expressed as the" anointing to the
burying." On her return home she spoke of it witu renewed fervour,
and a decided conviction that she would not recover. Her" trust was
never removed."]
" Augu.st 13.-1 do not gain any bodily strength, but' the inward man
is renewed day by day.' I was greatly refreshed in reading Zechariah iv.
I saw the work of my heavenly Zerubbabel in my soul was completely
His own. He began the work in me, and He will finish it, and He shall
have all the glory for ever and ever.
" August 16.-W e shall have been a fortnight at this place to-morrow,
and my outward condition is weaker. If the Lord will, we shall try
another week; and then, should I perceive no improvement, I shall return
home, and set my house in order, for I believe the fiat will have gone
forth, 'Thou shalt die, and not live.' Oh, that all my loved ones might
live before Thee, 0 God; for many are, I fear, in the gall of bitterness
and the bond of iniquity. Preserve my beloven A-- from the evil of
the world, and keep him firm in Thy faith and fear. 0 Lord, guide him
by Thy good Spirit in all the affairs of this life. I ask all for Christ's
sake.
"Au.lJust 30.-Through the good providence of our God, we are returned
to our dear home home again, and have proved the truth of the 'Vord,
'The Lord is thy Keeper.'
" September 6.-1 have had a great desire to bring two dear Christian
friends together, and the Lord graciously permitted me to accomplish it.
We met, Mrs. S--, Mrs. W--, and myself. Mrs. W-- was in
her eighty-fourth year, and, strange to say, the day of our meeting was
the anniversary of her spiritual birthday. We soon fell into cOllversation
on those things which we dearly loved, Jesus Himself, I doubt not, being
with us, as we talked of Him and His kingdom, each of us pouring out
our hearts to Him before we separated, not expecting that we should meet
again on this side of eternity, but with a blessed hope that we shoulc1
each be found before the throne at last, uniting in saying, 'Unto Him
that loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood.'
This dear aged saint, who has been long actively engaged in the way of
righteousness, is now nearly past outward work, but 8he still lives a life"
of earnest prayer, and will leave behind a bright example to those who,
are more content with the g'ood they get than the good they do.
" October 4.-How varied is my experience through this illness-all, I
believe, to wean me from the world, and prepare me for a brighter. A
domestic trial which has threatened before seems imminent, but I trust
the Lord will once more bt'ing me through the clifficlllty. 'Commit thy
way unto the Lord; trust also in Him; and He shall bring it to pass.'
Father, do as Thou hast said.
" October 12.-Last week my clearest A-- was so unwell as to cftuse
me much anxiety, and brought me to the throne of grace in an agony of
supplication. Blessed be the Lord for hearing and auswering my prayer,
for I am thankful to say that he is nearly well again, and I have to recorcl
that the trial I dreaded lately is removed. How the dear Lord appears'
on behalf of His nnworthy child in this time of great weakness.
" October 18.-1 am again prevented from attending the house of God,
and feel to need n. soul-reviving. In reading Psalm xliii. I felt what a
(lel ightfLll place of a ~cess D,tVid realized in this verse, ' Then will I go unto

nltar of God, unto God mye.
din· joy.' Unto
lis vory bosom, to pour forth all hi
nut:!; and it is
d'll 111(11 lUll
I'uth' that must lead us there, for it i nly lL~ we approaoh thr ugh tll
u, who is light to guide, and truth t toach,' the way, tho truth. nIl
C od, or find Him t
u
th life,' that we can know anythin
I
xceeding joy.'
"Novembe?' ~.-I have had my heart r d ioou to-day by hearil1
la t
the sister of the invalid"I had visited
1 n had. found peace with
d,
through our Lord Jesus Christ. The affii tiOllS of her sister seem to ha
been made a blessing to her, and also a I'm n I sent to her has been u 0
to show herself in the light of the Spirit.
t boing able to go, I asked a
friend to see her for me, and she desorib hel' as being taught of God,
with such an experience as can only bo 1 med ill the school of Ohrist.
To Him be the glory! How little we len \V what these silent message
t1u:ou h the post may accomplish. How hould we ' sow beside all waters,'
and I at our bread' upon the same, But how small is our faith in tho
pr mi
of God, and how slow are w in 1001!ing f<)r their fulfilment.
I
ovoJnber 3.-Another friend called h mfl! The coming of my Lord
t nU me may be nearer than we suppo e. My doctor says that I may
li some time with present ailments. :May the Lord give me resignation
to \vait Hie time, for life is not desu:able in a suffer ag condition.
"November 8.-A great deadness of soul has come over me, which I
greatly lament; for, as I have little bodily comfort, I earnestly desire
more spiritual favour. Holy Spirit, c mo, and revive the life of Christ
in my soul, and grant me some enjoymont in things divine.
" November 21.-In answer to the petition expre~sed in my last entry I
had a good day yesterday. In the av ning we had some Oh1'istian friends
for prayer and meditation of the Word, which was 2 Cor. i. As there
are several afflicted ones in our small circle of disuiples, they were
especially remembered at the throne of grace. We found it good to meet
together. One old friend, a staunch voteran in the trut,h, who lives some
miles away, joined us. And now, Lord, accept my p'"aisCls for 'fhy many
mercies to Thy servant, and still graciously cont.les~end to hear and
answer prayer.
" November 28.-Yestorday was my boloved A--'s birthday. I would
humbly thank Thee for all mercies to him. :May he bo more entirely
llevoted to Thy service. This has indeed been a year of great trials, but
Thou hast given strength to bear them. Grant lUore of Thy blessed
presence, more weauedness from the world, that he may glorIfy Thee.
" Beeember 4.-My birthday. I did not expect to live until this day.
Through. many and great trials God has brought me, aucl I can but say, all
I have often said, I Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all His
benefits.' Though it is not at all probable that I eh',ll be" restored to
health, I may have some respite from pain now and then. May the
remainder of my days, few or many, be devoted to the honour of God
and the good of my fellow-creatures.
"])ecemher H.-Through the great mercy of G'ld I am still a little
better. How gracious of Him to grant me this revival to enable me ta
endure other' fiery trial' which we are passing thro'"gh. Lord, grant.
that light may soon break forth, and enable me not ody to read, but by
faith to grasp, the promises on which Thou hast eau ed me to hope.
"Beeember 20.-The t1'ial still continues, and this year, so full of
trouble and affliction, threatens to dose darkly enough. May the grace
R l~ 2
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of God shine more brightly within us; and, as trials abound, may consolations abound also. Lord Jesus, shine upon us, and grant us sweet
fellowship with Thyself, through the Eternal Spirit. Amen.
"neeember 27.-The present represents the dark sido of a picture, but
still I think I was never more favoured at the throne of grace, and the
string of promises applied to my heart so suited to my case that I am often
quite amazed.
"necember 3l.-The last day of 1874 has come upon us; outside, dark
and gloomy to a degree seldom known, with fog, frost, and sn{)w. But
all this is as nothing to the darkness and perplexity within. Truly' the
heavens might be as brass,' and the earth as iron. It is indeed a time
for the exercise of om faith. 'Lord, increase our faith.'
"January I, IS75.-Brought safely to another YE'ar. How shall I
8ufficiently thank the Lord for all His mercies to me? Surely they are
without number, and I so un~rateful.
"January 3.-The first Sabbath in the New Year. How little did I
expect to see it. Oh, that God would bestow on us the rich blessings of
His grace in g-reater abundance, that our souls may be enriched with
fatness, and with the dew of heaven from above. And may our dear
relatives be sharers with us in spiritual things, if it be the Lord's will,
that we may all meet at last in His heavenly kingdom.
"January 7.-1 am brought again very low. It seems a marvel that I
am sustained; but 'the Lord is my Helper.' A word Rent through a
friend is most appropriate to us, 'Behold God is my salvation; I· will
trust and not be afraid.'
"Jamtary I7.-Still ' holpen with a little help.' But surely my weakness increases, for it is a trouble to walk about the house. I am not
'utterly forsaken,' though not bright in soul, but favoured with slight
glimpses of the Lord's presence amidst surrounding clouds. Dr. Doudney,
the Editor of our beloved Magazine, is expected soon in Manchester, to
preach on behalf of St. Luke's,. Higher Openshaw, where a church is to
be built. I shall not have strength to go to hear him preach, but I trust
the Lord will direct his steps to our house, that he may speak to me of
the wonderful works and ways of God. And may my heavenly Father
SO help and strengthen me, and order for me in our household, that his
visit may be ble~sed to myself, my family, and any Ohristian friend who
may be permitted to meet with us.
"January 31.-1 have to record the death of the dear aged saint to
whom I referred under date September 6 last year. It seems my visit
in company with Mrs. S - - proved my last. After being only partially
confined to her room for a fortnight, she suddenly but very peacefully
ended a long and useful life. May mine be as easy and painless. May
her death and her many prayers be now owned of God, to the conversion
of her children, if it be His will. This evening Dr. Doudney is preaching at Higher Openshaw, and in half an hour he will (D.V.) commence
his sermon. May' an unction from the Holy One' attend his discourse,
and may it be an especial time of refreshing to my dear ones, who are
gone to hear him.
" Fdbr1tary 1.-Monday afternoon. My prayer was heard and answered,
for my dear A-- was delighted with the sermon, as were many others.
A very goorl attendance, and a good collection. 'Bless the Lord, 0 my
soul,' for once more proving Himself a God who hears aud answers His
people.
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" Falmtary 3.-1 have had another proof of the Lord's kindnflss to me
this duy in having a visit from Dr. Doudney, together with m)' dear
friend, M,'s. S--. After dining with us, he re;td a portifln of tho Word
from 1 Ohron. xxii. 6. He made special petitions for me, and I groatly
enjoyed the visit. To-night my dear A-- and my niece are ~'oue to
hear him preach."
E.S.
Manchcste·r.
(To be continued.)

OALLED AWAY!
OUR beloved sister was born on November 23rd, 1842, and early evinced
that bright happy disposition which characterized her through life. When
very young she was led, mainly through the mllli,try of our dear friend,
the late Rev. G. Fisk, to give her heart to God. For months before her
return from Hastings,'on the 25th of August, 1876, she had suffered from
want of sleep and ft'equent pain; but, in her usual forgetfulness of self,
she rarely even alluded to it, and continued her active daily ministry to
all around her, and to all who in any way came within the sphere of her
influence.
On Saturday, September 9th, 1876, she was confined wit:, a little girl,
and for a time she seemed going on well; but fevA.r set in, and Monday
was passed in great anxiety. From that day to Wednesday ni~ht, when
she was taken home, we experienced a constant alternation of hope and
fear. At one time, when the fever would abate, her mind became calm
and clear, and her kind medical friends believed that, with her fine constitution, she would soon be raised up again. Then fever returned, and
with it delirium, till towards the closo, when she lay in a peacflful state
of consciousness, evidently holding communion with the unseen world,
and from time 10 time saying precious words of l'omfort to the loved ones
around her. Though she knew she was dying she abstained from saying
so, even to the last thinking of and caring for others. After she solemnly
committed her children to her mother's care, she seldom or never spoke
of death. Even in delirium she never uttered one word that was painful
or inconsistent with her Ohristian character. For hours during- consciousness she lay whispering verses of hymns and passa~es from God's Word.
Amongst them the following were jotted down as the words fell from her
lips: "In the twiukling of an eye-theMillennium-cflming-pray. That
one drop of Jems-Jesus-precious Jesus-that would stop all the wa.rring of' parties in this world. I hear the word, ' Go up higher.' It will be
soon, I hope. Hark I-that sweet name, Jesus! My great High
Priest. Picture going home-that's what Hubby and I have long been
praying for-I can't tell you how I long. The new song. My brothel'
Will !-by this time he knows my death knell-my own brother Will.
Oh! those Bible readings, no more of them. Up to heaven with our good
friend, Mrs. Hanson. I love those daily prayer meetings. God's loveit is my comfort and help and strength. When He-no power can keep
us. Dearest mother-going to church? That sermon-comfort, How
I shall enjoy it again."
She liked to have texts and hymns repeated to her, and after hearing
the well-known hymn of Bonar's, "I heard the voice of Jesus say," sne
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fixed h(1r eyes steadily on her mother and said loudly, "And He does give
me rest." She often whispered part of that verse-" Sweetest note in seraph song,
Sweetest name on mortal tongue,
Sweetest carol ever sung,
J eSllS, blessed J eSllS."
Even when the mind wandered, through fever, she was thinking of
others. The ruling passion was strong even in death. Her unselfish- .
ness was shown, not.only by warm acknowledgments to everyone for any
little service rendered whilst conscious, but during delirium she would ask
anxiously, "Have you had your breakfast? " or some other meal; "You
will be so tired. How good everybody is to me. What can the poor do
in such circumstances? I hope you all won't be overdone." She constantly thought that her dear grandmother Elliott was in the room, and
said, "Dear, sweet Mllter, she is here-that's all right-I see her on her
knees. :My precious Dolly, too, comes home to-day. I see Aunt Em. and
Jy. and the vicarage girls. Dear Uncle Joe. My boy Ellis-my boy
Arthur. My sweet friend Mrs. Hanson is just coming round, and Mrs.
Nisbet. Rest-rest." In that night wandering she prayed and sweetly
sang a hymn, and on the last day of her life she repeated some of the 23rd
Psalm, and then the word" 1'I!joice," with some others I could not catch,
for her voice was now so feeble. Mother asked if she wished her to repeat
a hymn. She said, "Yes, 'Rejoice.''' She was asked if she meant
Sankey's "Rejoice and be glad, for the Savour has come," but shook her
head; and then, as if endued with supernatural strength, she very slowly
and emphatically whispered all through the following verses of Oharles
Wesley's beautiful hymn"Rejoicing now in earnest hope
I stand, and from the mountain top
See all the land below;
Rivers of milk and honey rise,
And all the fruits of Paradise,
In endless plenty flow.
"A land of corn and wine and oil,
Favoured with God's peculiar smile,
With every blessing blessed.
There dwells the Lord our Righteousness
And keeps His own in pmfect peace,
And everlasting rest.

" 0, that I might at once go up!
No more on this side Jordan stop,
But now the land possess;
This moment end my legal years,
Sorrows and sins and doubts and
fears,
A howling wilderness.

°

" Now, my Joshua, bring 111e in,
Cast out Thy foes-the wicked sin,
The carnal mind remove ;
The purchase of Thy death divide,
And o! with all the sanctified,
Give me a lot of love."

Then she closed her eyes and seemed quite exhausted. After a while her
dear husband, who searcely left her night or day, said, "My darling,
shall we read our chapter together? What would you like? " " The
Revelations." He opened his Bible, and, leaning over her, read part of
the twenty-first and twenty-second chapters, which she followed repeating
parts of the verses: "He will dwell with them," "God shall wipe away
all tears," "No nig-ht there," "No need of the sun," "Ohrist is the light
of His people," "It is Christ that is spoken of," "They shall see H£8
face; it is so beautiful."
"When little Edith grows big she is to have a
big Bible." Again and again she exclaimed, "I am so happy." In
answer to her husband's saying, "You are going to the Lord Jesus, my
darling," she said, "Yes, darling, and I am so happy." As long as I!he
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l~ ablo to speak she uttered to him the fondest words of endeat'm ut,
but novel' expressed one wish to live. The last words mother ev l' h 0.\'(1
h l' utter, looking at him with inexpressible affection, she gasped," 1
y n." She entered her rest about ten o'clock p.m., September 20th, 187 '.'iI
EMILY M. ELLI8.

4<

OLD JONATHAN AT SCHOOL.
0 Lord, r£gldeousnoss belongoth zmto' Thee, bllt IInto ZlS confltsion offaces."
-DANIEL ix. 7.
" He must increase, but I must clcoroase."-JollN iii. 30.

W'HAT marvellous patience has the Great Mast r! How often do the
words of the poet come to the mind of even poor old wayward, self-willed
,JONA.'l'JIAN" Could we bear from one another
What He daily bears from us P"
Mot'eover, he often thinks of the remark of an old writer, who said that,
if an earthly soverei'4"n were set upon the throne of the Most High, he
would destroy the world in five minutes." There is not a doubt about it.
JONATHAN has often thought that the perversity and the forgetfulness and the ingratitude of the cl.£ldren far, far exceeds, for
blackness and vileness, the conduct and the language of those who
sin in ignorance. Not that this will be any excuse for them by-andbye, when they are brought to judgment, because every man has
a OONSCIENCE, and we read of such that, "their conscience also bearing
witness, and their thoughts the meanwhile accusing or else excusing one
another." But it is of a different class of whom JONATHAN would now
,speak. It is the contrast he would draw. Those who remain in nature's
darkness and who sin in ignorance have never been admitted into the
family circle. They have never been the recipients of family privileges,
nor enjoyed family fellowship, nor been partakers of family indulgences.
,Such have never known what it was for the Lord God Almighty to be
revealed to them as a Father, a Friend, a never-fa,iling Portion! The
worldling has never known what it was to be adopted of God as a child;
to be called into the presence-chamber of the King; to have on the
wedding-garment, the robe of righteousness; and to hear a holy, heartsearching, rein-trying God say to such, "Thou art all fair, my love;
there is no spot in thee;" "Thou art cemely with the comeliness which
I have put upon thfle; " "I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee,
and have clothed thee with change of raiment." rrhen, moreover, with
regard to protoction and provision, there was the assurance, the pledge,
the covenant oath of a covenant God: "I will instruct thee and teach
thee in the way which thou shalt go, and I will guide thee with mine
eye;" "No weapon formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue
that shall rise in judgment against thee thou shalt condemn. This
is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their righteousness is of
me, saith the Lord;" "Thy shoes shall be iron and brass; and as thy
days, so shall thy strength be ;" "Thy bread shall be given thee, and thy
waters shall be sure;" "My God shall supply all your need, according
to His riches in glory, by Christ Jesus." Now, these are a few of the
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Taken from notes which mother took down and wrote out afterwards.
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pattern-words, a sample of the covenant pledges, of this gracious God
and Father as the ever-watchful and unchanging Friend. and everlasting
Portion of His people, What can compare with it?
How absurd would appear to be the conduct of a prince, or one of
royal blood, entitled as such would be to all the provision and privileges
of his position, if so be he were running hither or thither, seeking this
help or that, appealing to this one, or applying to that one; whilst, at the
same time, as a legal right he was entitled to the very thing's he was
thus craving from certain irregular and undignified sources. In fact, by
such conduct, be would be compromising his character, and bringing discredit upon his high and honourable estate.
And is not this the part-the guilty, God-dishonouring part-the child
of God is constantly taking? Does he live and act as an "heir of God.
and a joint-heir with Jesus Ohrist"? To look at him-take OLD
J ONATHAN for a spAcimen: or example-would anyone in the world-any
mere nov;ce in spiritual matters-believe that he, or any really true
follower of Jesus Ohrist, was entitled to such heirship as this-had a
legitimate and indisputable claim to this-" All thingr, are yours;
whether Paul, or ApolJos, or Oephas, or the world, or life, or death, or
things present, or things to come; all are yours; and ye are Ohrist's; and'
Christ is God's"? Here, moreover, is anothel' clause in the self-same
will: "What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who
can be against us? He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him.
up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?
Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect? It is God that
justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is Ohrist tha~ died, yea rather,
that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who alsomaketh intercession for us. Who shall separate us from the love of
Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, For Thy sake we are killed all
the day long; we are acconnted as sheep for the slaug-hter. Nay, in an,
these things we are m()re than conquerors through Him that loved us.
For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nul' height,
nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the,
love of God, which is in Ohrist Jesus our Lord" (Rom. viii. 31-39).
Another clause in the will runs thus: "The Lord God is a sun and
shield; tile Lord will give grace and glory: no good thing will Ho
withhold from them that walk 'uprightly." Then, as to the perfect
security of these things-the validity of the title-deeds-mark the
languag'e: "Wherein God, willing more abundantly to show unto the
heirs of promise the immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath :'
that by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to
lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have £led for refuge to lay
hold upon the hope set before us: which hope we have as an anchor 01'
the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which entereth into that within the
veil j whither the Forerunner is for us entered, even J e~us, made an High
Priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec" CHab. vi. 17-20).
Now, this is how the case really stands in a Scriptllral point of view;
hence, when the fretE'llness and impatience and untowardness of thesepersons is taken into account, how wondrously does th~ir very thanklessness, ingratitude, and distrust set forth the patience, forbearance, and
longsuifering of that gt'eat and glorious Being with whom they have to do.
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Now, it is upon theso features of J ehovah's character J ONATIIAN wishes
to dwell. It was for this express purpose he took up his pen at this
time. ·Whilst wicked men write and speak as they do of the character
and conduct of the Most High-yea, to such an extent and with such
language as has made JONATBAN to tremble at 'their blasphemy, and to·
contemplate with terror and dismay the condemnation which awaits them
if they repent not· of their evil deeds-JoNATHAN seeks to set forth the
dealings of God under another phase-that of His patienee, forbearance,
and longsuffiring with. His own adopted sons and daughtM's, in whom still
exists all the perverseness and sin and rebE'llion which characterisAd
them in their unreg-enerate state, and which still cleaves to their old,
corrupt, and first Adam nature. Subdued it may be, and is; improved,
never. " That whic 1, is born of the flesh is flesh," and ever remains flesh,
" and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit." (, The flesh lusteth
against th~ Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye
would" (Gal. v. 17).
Of this, however, JONATHAN is as certain as he is of his own existence,
that the more the character of God is considered-the more His
dealings are scrutiniv.ed-the more His wisdom and goodness and mercy
are investigated-in the more marked and vivid way will His compassion'
and tenderness and love stand forth. In a word, He is such a patient andpainstaking Teacher-so loving and tender and forbearing! Take an,
example, in proof that He is just the s,~me watehful and .qracious and
longsuffering God now as in Jonah's day, and that He stoops and condescendlf
to our low ujJairs now as of old.
JONATlIAN, alas! had got into one of his too frequent fretful moods.
In spite of the boundless mercies and marvellous goodness by which he
is surrounded, his miud had been upset, his spirit irritated. He felt in a
most perverse state. Ah, and though he was cleeply conscious that this
perverseness was wrong-very wrong-and he felt sorely rebuked-yea,
and cried mightily for help from on high-he found, notwithstanding, that
he could no more free himself from that miserable bondage, or, by
any effort of his own, burst his bonds, or snap his fetters, than hccould stop the sun in his course! He was most wretched, and yet at
the same time powerless! If ever he felt the thorough helplessness of
the creature, it was then! If evor he felt disposed to pity and not to
find fault with his poor fellow-sinners in their inability to perform of
themselves or by themselves the veriest spiritual act, it was then! If
ever he felt the need of the Holy Gho.'lt's working within, both" to will,
and to do of His good pleasure," it was then!
It was under these (,jrcumstances and in this tone of mind, JONATHAN
called upon an old and well-tried friend. He went with bis hpart full,
and anxious to give vent to his sorrows, when, 10 and behold! there sat
another friend who was at the time in the very depths of trouble. By
comparison JONATHAN'S was nothing to it; hence, the latter felt
ashamed of himself, and well he might. It was indeed a practioal l
rebuke; but as yet had not its full weight and influence. There was·
more teaching still awaiting him. The first-nawed friend was at the
time in much anxiety, in consequence of the illness of one most near anddear to himself. This illness so increased, that J ONATlIAN called again
the next forenoon to inquire after her. It was whilst waiting at the doorof his friend, a doctor passed by. At once it served to remind him OL
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one most dear to himself having been, on a former occasion, in such a
critical state of health as to require that very doctor's attendance in the
promptest way. In a moment, a train of circumstances, coupled with the
Lord's most gracious and mercifully-supporting and delivering hand, was
brought before the mind in the most marked and vivid manner. Nothing
coald have been more timel,y ; nothing more calculated, by contrast, to
remind one of mercies and benefits by far too much overlooked and
undervalued.
As before intimated, these simple facts are here introduced and somewhat dwelt upon, in order to show the extreme tenderness and kindly consideration with which the Father of mercies and the God of all comfort
deals with His poor wayward, self-willed children. Whatever men may
think or say about JONATHAN (and there are times and seasons when,
proud as he is naturally, he cares not a straw what they may think or say
about him), he is determined to abide by this. God helping him, he will
to his last breath contend for the Lord Jehovah's marvellous mercy,
goodness, and longsuffering. With respect to His children, amid all
their obstinacy and rebellion, He does bear long with them; and He
does, in such a variety of loving, gentle, forbearing waY8, show forth His
cGmpas8ion and tcndM-1leSS. He" knows their frame, He remembers that
they are dust." Hence, He deals with them accordingly; and, in His
()wn way, draws the heart and affections-yea, the whole soul's admiration and gratitude-to Himself; causing it to long for that happy time
when it shall be "delivered from the burden of the flesh "-shall have
done with all the sin and cOTl'uptian inseparable therefrom ; and shall go
home to see JESUS as He is, and to dwell with Him face to face, through
the blissful ages of a never-ending eternity!
Moreover, these varied experiences will go to prove why the Lord's
<lhildren-so wayward and so rebellious, in themselves considered-have
DO reason whatever to lord it over others, or to look upon the vilef;lt, the
filthiest, the most reprobate, with the veriest self-complacency or pharisaic
pride. If there be any difference between the one and the other, it is
divine grace that hath made that difference; hence the partakers thereof
are the greater debtors to the God of all grace and mercy.
Furthermore, the waywardness, the self-will, the ingratitude of which
JONATRAN has spoken, will show likewi8e the tempers, the dispositions,
the untowardness with which the Most High has to do in regard even to
His children. If one, so to speak, gi....es Him so much trouble, what
must the milZz"ons do? If His own children betray so much waywardness and wantonness, what must the myriads upon myriads of His
creatures do ?
J ONATHAN has not yet done with the lessons which were set before him at
the time and under the circumstances of which he has spoken. It pleased
God that, just at this juncture, and when very much in the contentious
and fault-finding mood to which he has alluded, he happened to drop
upon an old memorandum, of the existence of which he had not the
slightest recollection. He took it up; and, as he read, and as he remembered the circumstances under which it was written, he felt rebuked
-chidd'3n-humbled in the very dust before God, as he contemplated all
that He had been and all that He had done from that day to the present.
Well-nigh twenty years had passed away during the interval; and, in
not a solitary instance, had there been laek or want or the veriest failure
in regard to the fulfilment of every needed covenant promise. The
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papor to which JONATHAN alludes was written when his life had been
threatened by letter after letter-six or seven within as many weeks;
the writers declaring that they would have his blood, if so be he did not
quit his post. Moreover, the conversation alluded to took place just ten
years, almost to the day, of the departure to her eternal home of the
ioved "E--" there spoken of. The annexed is the paper so unexpectedly found, written under the heading:MORNING WORDS.
.DeeembB1· 1, 1857.-1 am much tempted, from time to time, to suppress
my precious Lord's words and ways, when the idea suggests itself of the construction that this one and that one will put upon my humble testimony,
charging it to egotism, self-love, and I know not what. But, though pride
and self mingle more or less with all we do, and one has daily increasing
cause to be disgusted with all that appertains to our poor fallen flesh,
yet, if I mistake not, there may be a false pride-a mock modesty-a
neglecting to glorify our God for all the great and gracious things Re
has done, under the pretoxt that such a word and su.ch a statement would
savour of self; and thus an excuse is formed for allowing His precious,
tender mercies
"To lie buried in forgetfulness,
And without praises die."
I am a poor, dying sinnor. I shall soon have done with earth. The
place that now knows me will ere long know me no more fcr ever.
Therefore I wish, whilst I can, to speak well of my God. I want to bea\'
my feeble testimony to His power, His goodness, His faithfulness, His
astounding love. 'rhe longer I live, and the more I contemplate it, the
more am I lost in wonder, love, and praise.
My dear E - - and I sat till almost midnight last. niKht, rehearsing
the good and gracious acts of the Lord. We were taking a survey of
this place, and reviewing what the Lord had done. Sundry instances
were named of the Lord's converting, regenerating power. Her heart
had been warmed in the afternoon from the rehearsal by one of the
parishioners of what the Lord had done in and for her soul; and my
dear E--- told me of what I knew not before, how the Lord had quellecl
her fears SOlUe years ag-o, about provision for the way, by the application
of that sweet word, "Thy bread shall be given thee, and thy waters shall
be sure." "I have scarcely had a doubt about the matter since," said
she.
Moreover, seeing that we are "living in the midst of so many and
great dangers," I could not but last nig'ht take shame to myself for my
unbelief and ingratitude. It was simply upon this ground: my mind
was led back in review for many, many years, and with respect to sundry
enemies. I had seen them, one by one, cut off in the most solemn anel
impressive way. I opened upon the thirty-seventh Psalm, and, reading
several verses of it, remm'ked how I had seen, in my own experience, an
illustration of' it; and, with respect to one most inveterate enemy, I said,
"Though completely in my hands, I feel that I do not wish to raise a finger,
but rather to realize the spirit of David with regard to Shimei." The
Lord, on the 3rd November, 1856, gave me, in the most unlooked-for
way, this word with respect to him, and in His hands I desire to leave
the matter: "The wicked plotteth against the just, and gnasheth upon
him with his teeth. The Lord shall laugh at him, for He seeth that his
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day is coming." I have prayed often and most heartily for-that man;still there is no change. There is the same obduracy-the same desperateenmity-together with a course of the most barefaced hypocrisy, deceit,
falsehood, and fraud. The word has rested upon the heart for months,
"Fr'9t not thyself because of evil-doers, neither be thou envious against
the workers of iniquity: for they shall soon be cut down like the grass,
and wither as the green herb." "Wait on the Lord, and keep His way"
and He shall exalt thee to inherit the lanu; when the wicked are cut off,
thou shalt see it." That expression, "thou shalt see it," has come again
and again to the mind, prompting me "to be still, and know that He>
is God;" "to stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord."
Well, after talking, as I have said, about the Lord's marvellous mercy,
and about one most remarkable proof recently of His watchful eye and'
interposing' goodness, I retired to rest with a warm heart and a grateful'
soul. This morning I awoke before break of day with the words, "Thine
enemies shall be found liars unto thee ;" and, upon leaving my bed, thesewords came, "Who comforteth us in all our tribulation with the comfort
wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God." I thought at once, therefore, that it behoved me (irrespective of all opinions or consequences).
to speak of the good and gracious dealings of my Gud, ill. order that His
dear children sh0uld be strengthened and encouraged and comforted, and
our God have somewhat of the glory due to His holy and blessed name.
He has opened another day and month with mercy, and I am astoundeci
in the review of what He has done. I am bound to testify of His matchless worth, inexhaustible fulness, divine all-sufficiency, and never-ceasing
compassion. He has been with me in the depths and under circumstances
of which I never could have conceived. I have had -in H-i8 work an
amount of comfort that is perfectly indescribable. Not knowing but each
moment might be my last, I have realized a fearlessness and a composure
which exceeds everything that I can express. I have not had the shadow
of fear about the issue or consequences, but an unspeakably glorious
calm. I can truly say that, when a dear friend was preaching for me 8l
few evenings ago, I Eat in pain (upon hearing a rustling outside the
school-house) lest the assassin should mistake him for me. I desired
intensely that I should be occupying my own post as usual. I speak this,.
not in self praise (for the Lord might leave me in a moment to the
terrorism of my own heart, and thus cause me to shrink at a shadow),;_
but I speak it to the praise and honour of my precious Lord, whom,_
indeed, I have proved-and still do prove-to be God,all-sufficient at alL
•times, in all seasons, and under all circumstances.
"Your harps, ye trembling saints,
Down fl'om the willows take;
Loud to the prai se of J esu's grace
Let every string awake.

"Though in a foreign land,
We are not far from home;
And nearer to our Father's honse
We every mowent come."

What the previous lessons failed to effect this last accomplished. J ONkown handwriting standing in black and white before him, and
that after an interval of nearly twenty years, both humbled and crumbled
him; and J ONATHAN, with all his waywardness, is never really EO happy
or so contented as when sitting meekly and teachably at the footstool of
mercy, willing to be taught by the wisest, most patient, and forbearing of
all Teachers! And" who teaoo.eth like Him?"

THAN'S
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"l'HE BISHOP OF ROOHESTER ON "PROTESTANT" AND
" OATHOLIO."
[WE rejoice in the clear Protestant ring of the annexed letter from the
!recently consecrated Bishop of Rochester. We read his lordship's sermon
with special satisfacti'm. It augurs' well for the interests of a diocese,
:and for the cause of Pl·otestantism. generally, when, upon his entrance on
;a, new and immtmsely-responsible sphere, a Bishop aVOWd himself as a
staunch adherent to the great and glorious principles of a Scriptural faith,
so clearly, so decidedly, so uniformly set forth in the Articles and Liturgy
of our Reformed Ohurch. We cannot but earnestly pray that divine
wisdom, grace, and strength may be vouchsafed to the Bishop ofRochester,
80 that he may dare to be singular in these truth-compromising days, and
acquit himself with a single eye to the glory of Him to whom he will
have ultimately to render an account of his stewardship. Such was the
unflinching character of the late Bishop of Oarlisle. His episcopal career
was soon run. Such likewise the Ohristian principles of our own loved
!Bishop of Cashel. Both eminently served the great Protestant cause in
,their day and generation; and both have been called hence to hear the
welcome, " "VeIl done, good and faithful servants: enter ye into the joy
of your Lord." Happy men! There was no compromise here, and, as a
blessed conseqnence, there was no censure there !-ED.]
MR. WILLIAM GRANT, of Peckham, has written to the Bishop of Rochester
with reference to his lordship's late sermon at Hatcham, in which he
stated that, "If the Ohurch of England was not a Reformed Protestant
Church, she was a shameful schism, and ought not to have an existence."
Mr. Grant says that, as an English Ohurchman, he has been required all
his life to profess his faith in " the Catholic Ohurch," but has never been
required to profess himself a "Protestant," nor to acknowledge himself
·a member of a " Protestant Ohurch." He asks the Bishop to give him
some authority for his being, as an English Churchman, a Protestant,
and" that the Church of England in any official Ohurch document calls
herself a 'Protestant Reformed Ohurch.''' The Bishop writes in reply:
" My dear sir,-1 much regret to have pained you by the use of the word
< Protestant' in my sermon on Sunday morning; but I must tell you that
1 used it with perfect deliberateness, and th'l.t I inflexibly abide by it
still. It may be perfectly true that the word Protestant does not occur
in our authorized formularies; but it is equally true that the word' Trinity'
does not occur in the Holy Scriptures; yet 1 never heard of an English
-Churchman objecting on that account to the doctrine it implies and
declares. That the English Church is a Reformed Church is simply a
matter of history; and, if you differ from me in thinking so, I think there
is but little advantage in our continuing the argument. That she is
, Protestant' in the atcitude she assumes towards the Roman Ohurch is,
r ('onceive, indisputable, and 1 have never before heard it contradicted.
I:f she does not still protest against the doctrinal errors of that Church,
her existence as a separate communion is an explicable and gratuitous
schism. But 1 say she does, and her Articles are an evidence of it. Of
the Thirty-nine Arcicles no less than seventeen are directly or indirectly in
<:ontroversy with Roman error, and so long as the clergy and laity of the
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Church of England accept the substance of our Articles, just so long do
they pl'otest against the errors they expose." Mr. Grant, in reply, agrees
that the Church of England is a Reformed Church, but adds that since
the Council of Trent the Catholic and Roman Church may also be so
termed. The English Church, he also admits, protests against the errors
of Rome, but not more than against Anabaptists; but he says the
Protestantism of the Lutherans protested against the sacramental system
of the Catholic Church, baptismal regeneration, tho divine gift of the
Holy Ghost in confirmation, the real presence in the sacrament of the
altar, the apostolical succession by physical descent from the apostles, and
the power of absolution to forgive sins. Everyone of these Catholic
dogmas, he says, the Church of England holds as most necessary truths.
The Bishop, in reply to this second letter, says he has not ti::ne to discuss
the matter further.

"ALTOGETHER LOVELY."
"This is my Beloved, and this is my Frienc7."-SOLOMON'S SONG v. 16.

I CANNOT the beauty expl'eS9
That dwells in my Saviour and
Lord·
The glory and grace that possess
His actions and spirit and Word.

If Hc come in the darkness of night,
His footstep is music indeed;
For then He restoreth my sight.
And, touching my chains, I amfreed.

All language is meagre and poor,
Conception and utterance weak,
In presence of Him I adore,
Whose honcur and praises I speak.

His hand clasps the hand of His child,
Thus safely I travel along;
The wearisome way is beguiled
By precious communings and song.

His eye with deep pity o'erflows,
His heart with compassion aglow,
Casts round the tired spirit repose,
Which only the needy ones know.

His arms hold in tender embrace
The simple and trembling and frail;
But oh, in the light of His face,
What radiance transcendant I hail!

His smile is the sun of my soul,
My life, when its beamings I see;
His voice every fear can control,
His whisper is precious to me.

His strength quickly baffles my foe,
His heart is with wisdom replete,
Directing the way I should go,
Until I attain to His seat.

All grace from His lips is outpoured,
And love-rays His" goings" attend;
This, this is my wonderful Lord,
My glorious Redeemer and Friend.
Cc(}"di.D:

J. P. C.

SPIRITUAL FooD.-The soul feeds by memory. by meditation, by prayer,

by appropriation, and by faith, on the Holy Scriptures.
THE essential difference between Ritualism and Puritanism is, that th&
one professes to reach the heart through the senses, the other takes the
heart straight to God, without the aid of a single rite; the one places a.
multitude 'of barriers between man and his Maker, the other breaks·
down every obstacle and leads him to the cross.-R1dh EUiott.
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SERMONS BY THE LA.'rE REV. DANIEL FOLEY, D.D.,
Profess01' of Irish in T"inity College, lJllblin.

SERMON IV.
"No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and ever''Y tong'U~
that sl,all rise against thee in Juil,qment thou shalt condemn. This ~'8 the
heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their righteousness is of me, saitlt
the Lord."-IsAIAR !iv. ] 7.
THERE ever has been, and ever will be while tl~e world lasts, a visible
Church on earth, so compacted in order and profession, and so united in
privileges and prospects, as to constitute one body, and a body entitled to
claim for itself collectively, and for all its true members individually,
the gracious promise in the text, as well as the many similar ones
scattered throughout the sacred volume. This distinct commonwealth,
gathered from among men and united under the authority of Christ, for
the purposo of preserving and perpetuating amon~ mankind the laws of
their glorious Hoad, maintaining His truth, for His glory and the salvation of His elect, and promoting their own purity, comfort, and edification,
has maintained mbstantial unity through every successive change of
circumstance and arrangement, from Abraham to the present time; and,
during all the successive revolutions which have marked human states,
and though sectional diversities have often marred its comfort, and even
now distract the peace and hinder the full fellowship of the subjects of
this great commonwealth of Christ, yet still, notwithstanding separation
of place and time, and difference of name and form and ceremonies,
which "it is not necessary shoulcl be in all places one and utterly
like" (Art. 34), the great family-properly designated the Church-is
one, having one ever-living, self-existing, unchangeable Head; one covenant charter of inalienable privileges, sure and everlasting; one common
ground of hope, and the great essential features of character one
among them all.
This Church is in the world as a city built upon it hill, founded upon
an immoveable basis, gathered out of the world from among the people
of all kindreds and nations and tongues, incorporated not by Act of
Parliament, as men speak, but by a charter whose provisions were framed
in the counsels of heaven; and this Church exhibiting its true character,
though ever friendly to, yet will be ever fiercely oppo:,ed by, the confederacies of wicked men; and, became compactly built, with salvation
for its walls and bulwarks, it will last, in spite of the rage of hell' and
earth, till its great and now exalted King shall have put down .all
authority and rulf). Many and multiform are the hostile attacks wherewith this sacred society is assailed, and as always, so now perhaps
peculiarly, is it surrounded by numerous and powerful adversaries; yet
her enemies cannot trample upon the arm which sustains her. If sheappears to totter by the underminings of hell, He will turn her darkness
into day; if His Israel be pursued by Pharaoh, His sea shall open its
arms to protect them; if they be thirsty, His rock shall supply them
with living water; if they be hungry, His storehouse shall supply the
hidden manna. If Sennacherib besiege their city with an overwhelming force, He shall turn his camp into a field of blood; and
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He will deliver them in their own extremity, when they feel their
need and are willing to rest in His own arm. He reseued the three
Hebrew youths, but not till in the fiery furnace, nor Drtniel till in the
lions' den; and so, blEssed be God, is it the privilege of His servants now
and at all times to know that the darts of the enemy shall recoil powerless from the walls of His sacred enclosure, and the shields of the mighty
there be vilely cast away. After a thousand attacks the walls of Zion
continue unshaken, and its bulwarks frown down defiance on the assaults
{)f the foe. The mountains of the divine presence and power and faithfulness stan:l round about the people of God, as the hills encircled Jerusalem.
Their" place of defence is on high; " it is in "the munition of the rocks,
where their bread is given and their waters made sure;" and, therefore,
-lI no weapon that is formed against them shall prosper; and every tongue
that shall rise against them in judgment shall be condemned."
But, beloved brethren, while it is our duty and privilege to tell you,
for your establishment and comfort, that, whether as a Church or as
individuals, bearing the marks and fulfilling the obligations which I
have just described, as the guardians of the integrity and honour of
divine truth in the world, and of the eternal interests of unborn generations to the end of time, as well as faithful witnesses for Jesus Christ in
everything pertaining to high principle and holy practice-that, as such,
I say, no weapon can prosper against your everlasting welfare, nor
even against your present peace, except so far" as may be expedient for
you "-yet we must limit these blessings and this everlasting consolation and good hope to those who bear the marks and wear the
character. The text pronounces that it is " the heritage of the servants of
the Lord," of t10se whose righteousness is of Him. It would be a sad
delusion for those who are not serving the Lord, but divers lusts and
pleasures, or in any other way the world, the flesh, and the devil, to
mistake that, because they mingle among God's people, they should
escape present or future danger, as if the Lord could not distingl1ish His
servants from their imitators in the evil day. Fearful indeed must be the
state and alarming the end of such as live in the profession of, but not
in obedience to, the truth of God; who feel no burning desire for its
prevalence, and would hazard little for its perpetuity ; and more alarming
still the state of such as have a zeal for His truth arising solely from self
interest, or motives originating from the earth; whose energies are devoted
to the service of Jesus, not as One who has mortiJied their fleshly
appetites, restrained their vile and corrupt affections, crucified t h e i r "
carnal passions, and wields the sceptre of sovereignty over the instincts
of their I'enewed souls, but merely as the Guardian of their earthly
advantages, as the standard-bearers of' their own part.y.
Beloved brethren, I beseech you not to listen merely to these things,
but to examine diligently which class you belong to; and if any up to this
moment, after a fair consideration of a matter which is of no less
importance than their eternal weal or woe, can find nothing more than
nature's gift in their religion; if they cannot honestly assert that some, at
least, of the great principles of their faith have not been learned from
men, but are of the operation of God, through the Spirit; that their zeal,
if they have any, for God's cause and truth is not of such a character
and does not spring from such motives as would influence them did they
serve an earthly master or did they contemplate only the things of timejf any here are still in this state, I would entreat them, as they value
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their soul's welfare, to seek, by repentance towards God and faith iu the
Lord J csus Christ, to be transferred from ihe state of wrath in which
they are; to come to Jesus, who now iuvites them, and who will by no
means cast them out; to seek Him whose gracious office it is "to seek and
to save the lost;" and to obtain of His free mercy and love that righteousness which is of Him, that this" heritage of the servants of the Lord"
may be theirs also.
But, beloved, you who are born again according to God's abundant
mercy unto the lively hope in the text, well know there can be no good
hope in the fulfilment of this or any other promise without true and
living faith in the truth of the promise; that before a man becomes a
subject of this regenerating grace, he is not a subject of spiritual hope.
Whatever dark clouds yott may see moving over the horizon of the Church,
however fearful the tempest you may perceive wrapped up in their
gathering folds, your eye t)f faith cannot surely fail to discern in the
densest of them the bow of the" everlasting covenant ordered in all
things [therefore, in this thing] and sure." Christ's religion, with you a
substantial reality, brings before your mind the contemplation of faithfulness ending in felicity, which to trace in its origin, operation, and
ending, will no doubt form what is called the "science t\l1d the song of
all eternity." If your soul is troubled and tossed on the stormy sea of
this ever-changing world, the blessed hope in the text will prove a steadfast and never-failing anchor. In the midst of darkness and perplexity
this ray of heaven's light illuminates the path and cheers the heart of
the child of God. This anchor, in the uproar of elements, amid the thunder
of the storm, and against the rudest shocks of the billows, secures the
believer's soul from final ruin; and this light breaks in to him in the worst
of times-the gloom of utter despondency; and, because the source and
objects of this hope are holy, it will have a holy influence. It will purify
as well as pacify the heart. "Everyone that hath this hope in him
purifieth himself, even as God is pure."
My dear brethren, though this glorious promise of God's Word
secures the preservation of His Church on the earth until all the travail
of Immanuel's soul shall be saved with an everlasting salvation, through
succeeding ages, till the cOl1summation of all things, that the opposition
of Satan and the world shall not prosper against this faithful Church,
that is, shall not effect their design-nay, shall effect God's design, and
it only, to His Church·-yet we must bear in mind that the Church's pre.
servation does not exempt her from persecution, division, and distraction,
by permission of her glorious Head, sometimes to correct her wanderings,
sometimes to exercise the patience of the saints, and not seldom to
purify and refine her from d.ross and corruption; that it does not secure
the continuance of the truth, pure ordinances, and incorrupt testimony
in a particular nation 01' people, that the candlestick may not be removed
from England, as it has been from Rome and Antioch, and unfaithful
nations now enlightened may not in sore judgment be enveloped in
darkness and moral desolation; but this it does secure-that th<:llamp of
God's Anointed. is evet· to burn in the worM to the encl, and that, while
its light shines in a Church or individual, his hope is as firm as the
divine promise.
And now, beloved, to bring this matter home to our own Church and
natic)n. There is, no doubt, much to be repented of and lamented for.
Sore neglect and criminal unfaithfulness there has been-~,oltldto God we
s s
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cOllld deny that there is still-among all ranks, classes, and conditions,
civil and ecclesiastical, ministers and people. What resemblance had the
majority of our people some time back-what have the vast majority still
-to the meek and despised and faithful followers of Jesus? Abundantly,
therefore, have we deserved the removal of the light of which we have
been made the depository for ages, and which has brought upon us, as a
Ohurch and nation, so many thousand temporal and eternal mercies in its
train; and well is it if, in our state of difftculty and disturbance, we even
now discover our unfaithfulness to God and His truth; if we humble ourselves and cry for help, that, "if stricken more and more, we may not
revolt more and more," but may recognize a Father's chastening hand,
and, therefore, turn and do our first works. We bless God He has opened
the eyes of a few of His faithful people in this land to view this matter
as they ought. In the midst of much slumber and ignorance, there is a
simultaneous, unconcerted, and to our enemies appalling, movement of
His servants in different places to witness for the sovereignty of His
truth, and by its torch to point out the darkness and ignorance and
superstition and falsehood of our adversaries to the gaze of all men.
We cannot but rejoice at such a prospect as a signal interposition of
our gracious Mediator on our behalf; and, though we doubt not it will
arouse the armies of darkness from their lurking places more and more
too, yet, if this be the point at issue, if the warfare is to be for the
Lord, "no weapon that is formed against us shall prosper, and every
tongue that shall be raised in judgment against us shall be condemned."
If the Lord of hosts is with us and among us, the God of J acob shall be
our Refuge in the storm; and, if we must suffer for the past, if we are
found in a righteous cause, and with the smile of an approving conscience, the wrongs of oppression cannot ruffie much the serenity of our
souls, the frown of tyranny can cast but a passing dimness on the path
where the hope which has lighted many a dungeon's gloom already, and
cast a cheering lustre over the martyr's spirit, is supplied by Christian
faith with vision& of better days for the Church of God.
Beloved brethren, the difficulties of the present time are distinguished,
I think, from all the preceding-at least in one particular. Often has the
iron grasp of a dominant superstition crushed, as it were, the glimmerings
of a purer light in the bud; often has the reign of turbulence and falseheod ruled without mercy or justice over truth and peace; many a
time has the slime of a wide-spread corruption in religion as well as
morals overwhelmed in its muddy current with resistless force the few
witnesses who were found faithful ill the world, and whose note of
warning evaporated only in sighs and the cries which ascend day and
night from God's elect, whose injuries He will, sooner or later, avenge
with fearful retribution; but at the present nothing is crushed by
tyrant power, nothing opposed with lawless violence, nothing condemned
without a hearing, nothing abolished without the torch of inquiry; and
the deadliest enmity and opposition to truth and piety must be satisfied
to go forward to the attack under the mask of right, reason, and fair and
impartial investigation, thuugh, it is to be lamented, not conducted on
the broad basis and solid principles of eternal truth. It must be obvious,
therefore, that sleepy indifference, cold apathy, and unfaithfulness to
God and His Church, cannot stand the searching inquiry of the present
day; and it is equally certain that, under God, whether the privileges of
a preached Gospel and pure faith, and all the mercies with which God
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blesses as for their sakes, are to be handed down as a sacred deposit to our
descendants for future generations, depends upon our conduct in this
hour of trial. Let, then, no fear of our enemies lead us to a compromise of
any principle or God's truth. Let our high tone diffuse moral energy
among the desponding. Let God be true, and every man who opposes
His glory a liar in our estimation; and let our blameless, irreproachable
conduct put to silence the ignorance of foolish men. Let there be an
amalgamation and a union for the cause of God and truth which will
oppose a formidable barrier against aggression.
Let us take a lesson from the world in this matter of associating ourselves together in the name of the Lord. They prudently and wisely
unite for every object which they desirfl to secure. We have societies 'for
farming and agriculture, and unions of arts and sciences, and even clubs
of infidels and anarchists; and unions against truth and right principle
of the most discordant materials. We have the Socinian, who in Rome's
theology ranks among the most accursed of damnable heretics; and the
Papist, who, in the view of the former, embraces in his creed all the evils
of intolerance, superstition, bigotry, and oppression, upon which he so
loves to descant; nevertheless, laying aside their animosities, in opposition
to the religion of Jesus and with equal authority and in happy concord,
preaching up the impious principle that nations and their rulers owe no
allegi:wce as such to the Prince of the kings of the earth; and, if the
armies of darkness thus mingle for the conflict, does it not become the
faith.ful servants of J ehovah, all that love the Lord Jesus in sincerity,
to unite for mutual defence and edification? Is it not time for party
spirit and factions among the people of God to grow quiescent, for the
envy of Ephraim to depart, and petty jealousies to subside, and a union
to be effected in the avowal of "the faith once delivered to the saints," on
the solid basis of the faith and love which are in Christ J eeus, to oppose
the enemy by mutual counsel and concentrated energ-y of operation, in
unshaken confidence upon the power and presence of Jehovah ?
But, beloved, it must be a union in the true faith and love of' the
Gospel, and our efforts must emanate frum the steady fixedness of sound
principle, not from excitement or passion, and not so as to overlook
important distinctions in the amalgamation, and confound in one motley
mass things most heterogeneous, and, under the semblance of zeal, bury
in oblivion all that is distinctive in the testimony of' Jesus. Such a union
becomes not the Church of God, and must not be entered into by the
Lord's servants; while, though few and faithful and united in the bonds
of love, they shall advance in safety and peace, having the great Head of
the Ohurch as their fortress, His divine promises to cheer them on their
course, His gracious presence as their tower of strength, His watchful
providence to observe and direct the movements of the foe, and His
covenant faithfulness securing them, that "no weapon that is formed
against them shall prosper, and that every tongue which shall rise up
against them in judgment they shall condemn."
THE blessed doctrine of the atonement of Christ runs like a golden
thread through the whole of our religion. It unites the several parts of
it in a sweet harmony, and casts a lustre over them all. It is a solid
foundation, on which the greatest sinners may thus hope for acceptance
with God when they return to Him; a sufficient ground for their firm trust
in Christ as a Saviour, and a reviving cordial against sinking in despair.
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DO GOD'S CHILDREN TRUST HIM AS MUCH AS
BEHOVETH THEM TO DO?

IT

SUBSTANCE OJ,' A SERMON PREACHED IN ST. LffiCE'S CHURCH, BEDMINSTER,
ON SUNDAY MORNING) SEPTEMBER 2, 1877, BY THE REV. D. A. DOUDNEY,
JUN., M.A.

" They that know l'h.y name will put tlwir tl'ust in Thee: for 1'lwu, Lord, ltast
not forsaken tlwm that seek Tlwe."-PsALM ix. 10.

LET us notice in tbis statement of the Psalmist,
1. The meaning of two words here used-the "name" of the Lord,
and to "know" that name.
n. The statement itself-CC They that know Thy name will put their
trust in Thee," &c.
I. The expression" the Lord's name," or "Thy name," is one that
is very frequently used in Scripture; e.g., "From the rising of the sun
unto the going down of the same the Lord's name is to be praised"
(Psa. cxiii. 3); "Thy name is as ointment poured forth" (Cant. i. 3);
"The desire of our soul is to Thy name," &c. (Isa. xxvi. 8). Hence it
is important that we should have a clear idea of its meaning. It does not
mean merely the name or names or words by which we call God, such as
"Jehovah," "the Lord," "the Most High," &c., but, generally speaking,
it means the character of God. Thus it is described in the book of
Exodus. Moses was :old that the name of the Lord would be proclaimed
before him; most probably he then expected that an angel-herald would
proclaim it with a loud voice, and that he would hear such high-sounding
titles as monarchs of the earth would delight in, such as, "The
Sovereign Majesty of heaven and earth, the Mighty and Infinite
CreatOl', the King of kings and Lord of lords," and so on. No;
nothing of the kind. As Moses stood alone upon Mount Sinai, the Lord
descended and stood with him there; then He passed by, and as He
passed He proclaimed or said-probably in a "still small voice," similar
to that which Elijah heard-" The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and
gracious, longsuffering and abundant in goodness and in truth, keeping
mercy for thousands," &c. Oh, what a great fact is here! No wonder
that Moses, as he heard it, hasted and fell upon his face and worshipped.
God, the gr0at and glorious Being who inhabiteth eternity, is not like
man. He cares not for high-sounding words, but He cares for loving
acts. He delights not in His power, infinite though it be; nor
in His wisdom, perfect though it be; nor in the extent of His
dominions, vast beyond conception though they be; but He delights in
mercy-in a character for mercy-and in making known that character
far and wide. Shall we not bless Him that this is so? Now, if we
keep tbis idea before us in reference to the "name" of the Lord, we
have an explanation of several passages of Scripture which are otherwise
unintelligible; e.g., in Prov. xviii. 10, we read, "The name of the Lord
is a strong tower; the righteous runneth into it, and is safe." Here the
meaning evidently is, that the righteous man, when assailed by temptation,
trouble, or danger, remembering the "name" or character of the Lord
-as abounding in mercy, goodness, and truth; as faithful to all His pro~
mises; and as having promised to help when appealed to in time of need
-casts himself, as it were, upon that name, appeals to that name; and
the Lord responds, the appeal is heard, the needed help is granted, and
the applicant is as safe-being succoured by infinite power--as a fugitive
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taking refuge in an impregnable fortress. Such, then, is tho moaning- of
the word "name" in our text.
Then notice the second word which we wish to explain, namely, "know"
- " they that' know' Thy name." This cannot mean a mere theoretical
knowledge, for that has very little influence; it would not cause its possessor to feel the trust which is here spoken of; but it. means practical,
experimental knowledge. There is all the difference; e.g., you may have
described to you some new mechanical work, and it may be described so
simply and fully that you imagine that you are perfectly acquainted
with it; you may even perhaps see that work performed by some
skilful workman, and, as he performs it, you observe attentively
every detail; and yet, when you come to attempt to do it yourself, you
may find that the work is beset with difficulties of which you had no idea
and you also find that, unless you attain to a practical knowledge of overcoming those difficulties, your theoretical knowledge will be of little or no
avail to you. So it is with the knowledge mentioned in our text. To
"know" the name of the Lord, as the Psalmist here speaks of it, is to
know it practically by actual experience; it is to experience for oneself
the character of God as being mercifnl, longsuffering, abounding in goodness and tl'llth; and it is to experience this instrumentally by " seeking"
Him, because it is by seeking Him that His character becomes practically
known: "The Lord is good. . . . to the soul that seeketh Him." 0 bserve how the Psalmist intimates this latter point in the text. He connects
tha last words of the text with the first words; "seeking" Him with
" knowing His name." He does not say, " They that knolV Thy name will
put their trust in Thee; for Thou, Lord, hast not forsaken them "-that is,
those who have known His name; but he says, "Thou, Lord, hast not
forsaken them that seek Thee," making' seeking Him equivalent to knowing
His name. Yes; those who seek Him know His name, for they attain to
a practical and happy acquaintance with it. Let me here stop for a
moment and ask you, dear·friendi:l, Have you attained to this knowledg-e?
Do you know anything of it? Have you by seeking the Lord found Him
to be good to you? Have you discovered and proved His name to be just
such as it is described? Happy for you if it be so.
H. rrhe statement made: "They that know Thy name will put their trust
in Thee," &c. Trust always rests upon a foundation. That foundation may
not always be secure, but the person who trusts believes it to be secure, otherwise he would not trust. The poor people in your neighbouring city of
Bath, e.g., lately rested their trust upon an insecure foundation. 1'hey
trusted in a bridge which could not bear their weight, and so they
perished. But the trust which is here mentioned rests upon the surest
foundation possible-the foundation of practical experience-and it rests
upon a two-fold experience-personal experience, having known the name
of the Lord, and the experience of others, who can testify that the Lord
"has not forsaken them that seek Him." Suppose you have a frienda friend whom you have known for many years. You have tested him
under a variety of circumstances, and you have always found him to be
kind, wise, sympathizing, and ready to assist you upon every needful
occasion; you have always had reason to trust him, and you have no
reason now to suppose that in any Gegree he is changed. Other
persons, too, have borne the same testimony, and said that they
have ever found him to bo. to them just such a friend as he
has been to you. You trust him-you trust him implicitly. Will
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you not continue to do so? No doubt you will; you will tmst him
under similar circumstances, should they again occur, and I think that
you would trust him even in different circumstances, should they happen
to arise. Apply this to the case before us. What is the testimony of
those who have known the name of the Lord? What is the testimony of
those who have diligently sought Him in every age? Is it not that He
" has not forsaken them"? Is it not that He is merciful, gracious, longsuffering, a faithful God, faithful to all His promises, faithful to all His
covenants, a present help in every time of trouble, a refuge for the distressed, a shelter from the storm, a " Friend that loveth at all times,"
and that "sticketh closer than a brother"? Brethren, is it not so ? Is
not this the universal testimony? Ask the saints of olden time.
Suppose that old Jacob could come into this assembly to-day, and that
you could question him; what wonld he say? "Jacob, you have lived to
a good old age; you have seen many eventful circumstances; tell us, was
God a faithful God to you?" "He was; He was." " 'iVhat did He promiee you?" "He said that He would be with me, and that He would
keep me in all places whither I went." " Did He fulfil that promise? "
"Completely; He fed me all my life long, and his Angel redeemed me
from all evil." Ask Moses; hear what he would say: "Not one thing
failed of all the good things which He promised us, but all came to
pass." Ask David, arrived at the end of a long life, and with a
great variety of experience: "He made with me a covenant,
ordered in all things and sure; and this was all my salvation
and all my desire." Yes; and if you could bring all the saints of God
together, from every age, from every clime, I believe that their universal testimony would be the same: "God is faithful; He is always
true to His word; He never forsakes, and He never has forsaken, them
that seek Him."
(To be contill'uea.)

WHERE WAS THE BOOK OF PSALMS WRrrTEN, AND BY
WHOM?
To the Editor of tlte Gospel Haga'l.·ine.

DEAR SIR,-Absence from the ordinary activities of business through
illness has enabled me to employ some portion of the forced leisure .in
ascertaining, as far as is possible, the probable occasions when the entIre
Book of Psalms were composed by writers inspired by God the Holy
Ghost.
Of the whole number of Psalms, i.e., 150, about 50 of them are quoted
in the New Testament, which shows how frequently our Lord made use
of that Book to instruct His disciples that He was the Christ (Luke
xxiv. 44).
While Davidis describing his own enemies, sufferings, and triumphs, the
Spirit enlarges his sentiments and swells out his expressions to a proportion adapted to the character of the Messiah, of whom David was so
eminent a type that our Saviour is often expressly described in Scripture
by his name. Isaiah Iv. 3; Jeremiah xxx. 9; Ezekiel xxxiv. 23; Hosea
iii. 5.
"'fhe Fa.thers assure us that in the earlier times the whole Book of
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Psalms was generally learnt by heart; the Psalmody was everywhere
used at meat and in business; that it enlivened the social hours and
softened the fatigues oflife."-NiehoZl's Help.
A measure of surprise very soon overtook my investi~ation as to the
writers. I ascertained that the existing prefatory contents to the majority
of the Psalms were historically incorrect, and the conclm;ion arrived at
was that revised and more correct headings were needed.
The sincere pleasure and profit I have found in this investigation has
been great. Most urgently would I recommend your readers, as they have
leisure, to do the like work. They will realize the exact circumstances of
the penman, and be better able to sympathize with the Psalm itself in a
way they have no conception of. In my copy of the Scriptures, printed
for the British and Foreign Bihle Society at the Cambridge Press, I have
written in small characters all the circumstances, just over each Psalm,
and I find that it is most suggestive at the family altar, where a few
words" are in season."
I append, as an example, the nature of the work which has been so profitable to myself, and in each instance it will be found that the printed
contents do not convey the full explanation as they should. Perhaps this
communication, if seen by the literary editors of the various editions of
the Word of God, may cause an improvement to be made, very soon, in
that direction.-Yours very truly,
Hampstead.
J. M. J.
PROBABLE OCCASION ON WHICH EAcrr PSAL1>I WAS COMPOSED.
]1.C.

Psn,lm

I.

11.

"

lV.

"

Nehemiah xiii. 3. Written by Ezra as a preface to the
Book of Psalms
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
. 444
1 Chronicles xvii. 27. On the delivery of the promise by
Nathan to David-a prophecy of Chriat's kingdom . 1044
2 Samuel xvii. 29. David's flight from Absalom
1) 1023

v.

1 Samuel xvii. 4. David"s victory over Goli~th.
.
x. Daniel vii. 28. During the Babylonish Captivity.
xi. 1 Samuel xix. 3. David advised to flee to the mountains
xiii.,
xiv. i Daniel vii. 28. During the Babylonish Captivity
IX.

"

xv. ,

I

" xvii. 1 Samuel xxii. 18. On the murder of the priests by Doeg
" xxv.}
.. xx~!. Daniel vii. 28. During the Babylonish Captivity

106~

539*
1062
539'"
1060
539*

" XXVll.

"xxxi. 1 Samuel xxiii. 12. David's persecution by Saul
" xl~!!' \ 2 Samuel xvii. 29. David's flight fl'om Absalom

"

x

1060
1023

Ill. }

NOTE.-David died at the age of 71, in the year of the world 2990, and
before the birth of Christ 1014 years. Reigned in Hebron
years, Jerusalem 32k = 40 years. The patient reader will therefore notice that those
Psalms above to which an asterisk (*) is attached, although ascribed to David
in our ordinary Bibles, were composed by anothe1' inspi1'ed w'riter; cedainly
not by David. My authority is based on "Townsend's Harmony of the Old
Testamen t."

n

576

The Gospel llIJagasim.

FELLOW-FEELING.
To the Editor of the Goypel Maga:ine.
BELOVED SIR,-I cannot refrain from sending you my sincere thanks
for your letter of to-day, so thoroughly the transcript of my own experience. Many times I have thought and felt as you describe, and on that
very account have written bitter things against myself. But if you, so
highly favoured of God, ever tread a similar path, surely I may take
hope and comfort. The part of your letter where you say you" always
feel most in your right place when kept as a beggar at the footstool of
mercy," and" many, many years you have had to resort there in the
character of a pauper, a pOOl' suppliant. always in want "-this part,
dear sir~ is exactly my portrait! Ob, yes! I feel myself to be so
poor, always in tatters, continually halting-for ever needing somethingnay, everything-from Jesus, and the Father's hand to lead and guide me,
for I am as weak and helpless and erring as the veriest infant. Is it not
an infinite mercy that our Lord can never be impoverished by opening
His hand and satisfying such things as we are? And yet I cannot
bring myself to think that God's children are as "miserable and pOOl'
and blind and naked" as I am, which questioning often makes me
"water my couch with my tears," while the only petition that will come
is, "Lord, help me ! "
Allow me to enclose a small impromptu piece, written unuer the inHuence of similar feeling the other night:-

"I

I

AM A CUILD."

(JEa. i. 6.)
OH, Saviour, tuke my hand,

I'm but a little one,
Who cunnot even stund,
And much less walk alone.

But soon will be in tears
The stubborn little one,
If J esu's voice she hears,
" 'Guinst 1ne this ill is done."

I h,tve no strength at all,
Yet will ,l,ttempt some feat,
So that I'm sure to fa11A punishment most meet.

Some cannot comprehend
How I so base can be; .
Indeed, I've not lL friend,
Unless He cherish me.

For toys thut cannot please.
Excepting for a day,
Often 1 fret and tease,
And fight to huve my way.

Ent He who knows mc well

Most obstinate and wild,
None can my spirit tame;
And so " a, naughty child"
Is my most fitting namc.

His is the little onc
Who every folly knows;
This childish life. when done,
Will issue in repose.
Yours in our dear Lord,

Card~'fJ;

Regards my childish tears;
For an to Him I tell
Who seeth all my fears.

J. P. C.

Sept. 13, 1877.
.._------------
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GREEN,

D.D.

for the especial use of Sunday school teachers, this book ma
be of use to othor stlluonts of the Scriptures. Its arrangement is good,
:11111 the notes are valua11e.
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