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Who comfol'teth us in all out' tl'ibuh,tion, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4•

•

LOVE·WHISPERS j OR, THE HOr~DING OUT OF
THE GOLDEN SOEPTRE.
"'frials make the promise sweet,
Trials give new life to .prayer,
Trials bring us to His feet,
Lay us low, and keep us there."

.').1:

vVE had been speaking on the Sunday from" The Lord also will be
a refuge for t4e oppressed, a refuge in times of trouble. And they
that know Thy name will put their trust in Thee; for Thou, Lord,
hast not forsaken. them that seek Thee" (Psa. ix. 9, 10). Amonfi
the remarks made on the occasion was, " , Seek to be qontent with such
things as ye have;' for, if you venture to dictate to the Lord, with
rel3pect to trial or temptation, and He should see fit to give heed, it is
more than probable the trial or the temptation substituted for that
He has appointed will be such as will make you intensely anxiolB
that matters should be reversed again."
We little thought, when speaking, that this observation was so
soon to have a most forcible illustration. On the forenoon of the
following day we met with a friend an.d fellow-labourer in a state
of mind bordering upon absolute despair. Although naturally of a.
most cheerful temperament, his soul now did indeed refuse to ba
comforted. He declared himself to have been self-deceived and a.
hypocrite. It was in vain that we argued that lze was not the first
who had come to such conclusion-that there were few of the dear
children of God who; some time or other, ha-d not thought the same
of themselves. 'Ve brought promise after promise before him, and
testified of divine faithfulness and divine all-sufficiency. We
reminded him of what the blessed Lord Himself had per£Onally
endured with respect to temptation; and that it was upon these
grounds" we had not an high priest who could not be touched with
the feeling of our infirmities, for He was in all points tempted like
as we are,·yet without sin." We reminded him, moreover, of the
trial of faith, which the Apostle Peter declared to bo " much more
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precious th!1Jl of gold which perisheth, though it be tried with fire,
and which shall be found unto glory and honour at the appearing of
Jesus Christ."
All these things he said he had pleaded for months, but to nC'
"purpose. He could no longer read nor pray 1 We th.en reminded
him of what the Lord had at stake 1 Referring to our subject 0:1 the
previous day, we stated that there was a three-fold ground of trust:
the patterns which were left upon record in His Word, the Apostle
dedaring that in him" first Jesus Chri~t might show forth all longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on
Him to life everlasting." Then there was proof; and had we not
personally received pl'oof upon proql of His goodness and lovingkindness? Next, there was the pledge. Had He not pledged Himself, ,. I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee"? "No weapon that
is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise
against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn" ? "When the enemy
shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a.
standard against him" ? "There hath no temptation taken you but
such a8 is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not suffer
you to be tempted above~that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way for your escape, that ye may be able to bear
it."
.
,Ve reminded our friend, moreover, of the A.postle Peter's words:
" Beloved, think it not strange concerning the jlery tl'ial which is to
try you, as though some strange thing had happened unto you; but
rejoice, inasmuch as ye aro pa",takers of Christ's sufferings, that, when
His glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad with exceeding joy."
All our arguments, however, seemed to be to no purpose. When
we said that all God's servants, if they were to be of any servi~e in
the Master's vineyard, must be tried in some way or other-that
many were tried in circumstances as to ways and means, which was
not the case with him-his answer was, "he 1i'Ould sooner live upon
bread and1cater for se1xn years than be called to 81!Ij'er 1i'hat he 1caS
now passing tMough." "Oh," said he, " that He had lain some illn(ss
upon me, and taken me away I"

We shall not easily forget the intense anguish of heart with which
these words were spoken. Indeed, we have given but the very
faintest outline of the scene of that painfully-memorable morning.
,Ve most fervently desire (if it be our Lord and Master's will) that
we should never be called to witness a similar state of things. We
can truly say that words utterly fail to describe the deep, deep
solicitude the interview and all the circumstances connected therewith, left upon the heart.
.
We wish nOw, however, as a blessed set-off, to testify of the Lord's
marvellous condescension and mercy. Verily He is a God who
heareth and answerethprayer. In these last days, of rebuke and
blasphemy, He does prove the truth of His own Word. He repeats
in the experiences of His children that which His own dear people

,
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hadaforetime realized. With respect to all their varied trials aud
sorrows, He ratifies the testimony of Hezekiah: "The Lord teas
j'eady to save me."
.
Oh, dear reader, it is so-indeed it is. All we need is the grace
to plead and the patience to wait, for a.ssuredly the Lord wiil, in
His own time and way, verify lfis ,Vord and fulfil His promise.
Be it yours, poor tempted one, to
"Tarry His pleasure then;
And, though He tarry, wait;
The' promise may be long delayed,
But cannot come too late."

But to return. During the night season, after the interview on the
previous day to which we have alluded, there was poured out upon
us a spirit of ardent appeal and intense importunity before the Lord.
We were enabled to remind Him of how His honour was at stake; how
His great name might be sullied; how the enemies would blaspheme;
how many would exult and say, "Ah! ah! so would we have it."
" God hata forsaken him; persecute and take him; for there is none
to deliver him." "This is what comes of Jour high doctrine."
The plea of Moses came with great force: "Now, if Thou shalt kill
all this people as one man, then the nations which have heard the
fame of Thee will speak, saying, Because the Lord was not able to
bring this people into the land which He sware unto them, therefore'
He hath slain them in the wilderness" (Num. xiv. 15, 16) ; and the
appeal of Joshua: "0 Lord, what shall I say, when' Israel turneth
their backs before their enemies? For the Cana'mites and all theinhabitants of the land shall hear of it, and shall environ us ronnd,.
and cut o(f our name from the earth; and what wilt Thou.
do unto Thy great name?" (Joshua vii. 8, 9.) Then were w~
permitted so to plead with the I..ord Jesus, upon the ground.
of what He had personally endured with regard to the tempter, and
the special temptation with which IIe was assailed. How He cried,.
" Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless,
not My will, but 'l'hine be done;" how even He stood in need of'
" an angel from heaven to strengthen Him." Moreover, we were
enabled to plead with Him His covenant assurances: ,,'When the·
enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift
up a standard against him." "'rhy shoes shall be iron and brass",
and as thy days so shall thy strength be."
This pleading and importunity lasted for liWe short of twO'
hours. vVe besought the Lord that we might be permitted to
prevail, as Jacob did, with an "I will not let. Thee go, except
Thou bless me." ,Vc wanted Him to give us a word out of'
Eis vVorc1, upon which we might rest. We told Him we
wished not for any new word, or .!resll promise, but only one
from His own book, selected by Himself and applied by Himself
in His own blessed way. ,Vc could not venture to select; we had!.
no wish to pick 01' choose; but entreate.i the t the Lord Himself
2
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would, if it were for His glory and for Ilis children's pl'ofit and
advantage, speak home to the heart the very word that ·should meet
the case, and which should instrumentally {lire a blessed rCp?Sil1{1
upon Ilimse1j, come what might, or however severely one's faith
might be further tested and tried.
Header, we know we are here touching upon. tender groundupon a path probably in which comparatively few will sympathize
with or follow us. Nevertheless we believe that there are those to
whom these" midnight wrestlings," these sacred importunities, this
"taking heaven by storm," will not be altogether "parables."
Depend on it, those are tremendous extremities to which the Lord's
servants are brought when, as in the case of Peter, intimation is
given that" Satan has desired to have them, that he may sift them
as wheat;" or when the intended climax is such that, as in the case of
Job, the Lord has ~aid, "Behold, he is in thine hand, but save his
life." Oh, what havoc follows; and what must, to all intents and
purposes, be the consequences, but for what is embraced in that
divine limit or restriction, "but save his life" !Blessed be God for that!
vVell, as we have said, thus we long and ardently pleaded, and
watched and waited for a word, but no word came! At length we
again fell asleep, and that without any word sealed or spoken to the
heart! But oh, (blessed be His great and ever-adorable name!)
after a season we awoke again, and with our first waking thoughts
came the word, softly, gently, but oh, so suitably and appropriately:
" IIe knou'etlt the 1WY that I take; and, when He IlCttlt tried me, I shall
ccme jorth as gold." ,

Nothing could be more adapted to the case. It was most timely
and blessed. 'We could but tell the Lord so. We h'ltd not thought
of the pilssage for a long, long time. We could but hope, therefore,
that it was the Lord Himself that had Drought t't to us: and hence we
asked Him, if such were the case, that He would be pleased to cause
it to abide upon the mind: and that we might rest upon it, and look for
the blessed fulfilment of it, in our poor friend's case. ,Ve had told
him on the day previously that we believed the Lord would do for him
what He had done for the Psalmist, namely, "bring- him up out of
the horrible pit, and out of the miry clay;" that He would" set his
feet upon a rock, and establish his goings;" that He would" put a
new song into his mouth, even praise unto our God." He had said he
believed he should never stand in his pulpit again; on the contrary,
we expressed our belief that he would, and that to testify of "what
"the Lord had done for his soul."
Hence, when a word so suitable and so exactly adapted to the
·case was brought so unexpectedly to the mind, it became the more
precious, and we could but believe it to be " the Lord's doings, and it
'was marvellous in our eyes." We lay upon our bed with adoring
gratitUde and wonder, blessing and praising the name of the Lord,
and feeling we could venture upon Ilim, and leave our poor friend in
His kind and gra0ions hands ,yha neither slnmbereth nor sleepeth,
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and whose WorJ. deGhr8s, " \Vhoso tOllcheth you, toucheth the apple
of His eye."
But, after a time, and whilst thus meditating upon the Lord's
great goodness and mercy, another word was whispered just iu the
same sweet, suitable, and most unexpected mauner: "He shall dwell
on high: his place of defence shall be the munitions of rocks: bread
shall be given him: his waters shall be sure.
This was additionally blessed; for it was the Lord indulging us as
He had ·indulged Gideon (1£ old with first the fleece wet and the
ground dry, and then the ground wet and the fleece dry. We felt it
to be most condescending and most gracious, upon tlw part of the
Lord, in that He was thus, in these last days of rebuke and blasphemy, ratifying and confirming His Great Name, as the same
merciful and gracious Lord as in Bible days; establishing that
precious truth that" whatsoever was written aforetime was written
for our learning, that we by patience and comfort of the SJriptures
might have hope."
·Whilst thus reflecting upon the Lord's tenderness and compassion,
again, in the same most uniookecl-for way, another word came softly
and most sweetly. It was equally unthought-of and unsought, as in
the case of the previously so blessedly-applied Scriptures: "The Lord
thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; He 10ill save [oh, what power
there was with' lh WILL SAVE'! J; He will rejoice over thee with
joy; lIe will rest in His love; He will joy over thee with singing."
Oh, what a blessedly-appropriate word was this! It was indeed
"the line upon line, line upon line." We felt amazed and astounded
at the Lord's gOQdness and distinguishing mercy. At the same time,
we felt that such a repetition of promises indicated some very trying
ordeal by which they were to be tested.
.
INe well knew that the Lord's words are too sweet and too preciou'l
to be wasted or frittered away. The more definite and distinctive
they are, the more severe the test to which they aTe to be subjected.
Hence, we are expecting this test. We do not believe that the L::>rd
has thus been dealing with us for nought.
Finally, after another interval, there came the whisper in the same
most unlooked-for way, "It shalt be welt." vVhat could we want
more? How could we respond but in the. well-known plea: "Do
as Theu hast said; " " Be it unto me according- unto 'l'hy word" ?
And now, great and gracious Lord, having noted down these
simple facts before Thee, we leave them in 'l'hy hands. Oh, be
mindful of Thy Word. Ratify and confirm the same. Thou knowest
the many enemies by whom we are surrounded. Thou knowest how
Thy truth is assailed, and Thy Word called in question.' Thou
knowest how Thy servants are watched, and how ready men are to
lay this, that, and the other thing to their charge. Oh, do Thou,
therefore, stand by, sheng-then, und deliver. Be mindful of Thy
covenant. Stand to Thy Word. Possess us with fearlessness of
man, but a holy jealousy for Thy truth.
j
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And now, dear reader, having thus given a brief outline of facts,
we would seek (as the Lord may help us) to improve the subject.
,Ve wish t::> awaken your sympathies. "Ve pray that this simple
record may be instrumental in His hands, not only of stirring you
up to a more becoming recognition and acknowledgment of your own
manifold mercies, but of gi.ving you to see (as we at first intimated)
how wise and gracious the Lord is in regard to the appointment and
the regulation of our trials and afflictions.
We may thus see by comparison how much more severe-intense
-acute-our troubles or exercises might be than they really are.
Sure we are that, in proportion as we are enabled to contrast our
position with that of others, we shall be compelled to say-that is,
if we are honest with our souls, and have some little sense of the
Lord's goodness and mercy towards us-" The lines have fallen unto
us in pleasant places; yea, we have a goodly heritage."
Moreover, we have another most fervent wish in regard to the
foregoing record, and that is, that it may be instrumental in prompting us to " weep with those that weep," as well as to" rejoice with
those who rejoice."
.
In the present most marked Laodicean state of the professing
Church, is there not, we would ask, the overloo~ing what the Holy
,Ghost has declared by the Apostle Paul: . "And whether ~i'e be
afflicted, it is for y(f'ur consolation and salvation, which is efi'ecLual in
the enduring of the same sufferings which ~i'e also suffer; or whether
Ice be comforted, it is for YOUI' .consolation and salvation. And our
hope of you is stedfast, knowing that as ye are partakers of the sufferings, so shall ye be also of the consolation" ?
Dear reader, we are deeply convinced of the fact that, if the Lord's
own divinely-commissioned servants are to be of any real service in
His vineyard, they must be very specially ttieel. This, we believe,
applies in the most marked manner to the times in which we live.
Dy meal!S of peculiw' 11"ial, severe (lffliclion, or some special temptation, the Lod. nourishes the faith He gives, and maintains the little
spark of life divine which He graciously first enkindled in the hearts
of His quickened ones.
"Moreover, we believe that it is by means of these self-same trials
and afflictions, tlie Lord, instrumentally, preserves His servants from
saying, "A confederacy, to all them to whom this people shall say,
A confederacy."
.
Tql'D, we pray you, to the eighth chapter of the book of the
prophet Isaiah, and mark its solemnity.
It seems that there was an associating and a coinmingling between
truth and error, or the grace-taught and the non-taught, that is, in
a saving and effectual way. Now, observe what the Lord says:
" ASEOciate yourselves, 0 ye people; " and what then? Ah! what
indeed? "And y'e shall be btoken in pieces." This is what comes of
their associating. Can wine and oil mix? Can light and darkness
intermingle? Can Ohrist and Belial become one? But observe

"
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further: "And give ear, all ye of far countries: gird yourselves."
And what then? "And ye shalt be b)'oken in pieces; gird yourselves,
and ye shalt be broken in pieces." How emphatic and, at the same
time, how deeply solemn is the language! Three times in this one
verse is this declaration made, " and ye shall be broken in pieces."
Again we read: "Take counsel together." And what then? "And
tit slwlt come to nottght." "Speak the word." And what then? "And
it sI/all not stand: for GOD IS WITH US." As much as to say: "He has
shown us His mind. vVe speak by His authority. Not'in a way of
Lording it over others, or that there is in us inherently or independently that which is superior to others, but -simply as His mouthpiece
. and His messengers we are c)mmissioned to testify to certain facts."
"For the Lord spake thus to me with a strong hand, and insb:ucted me." Ah! this is the ·point, dear reader. Here is the
.special teaching indicated ~of which we just now spoke. This is in
accordance with Psalm lxv. 5: "By terrible things in righteousness
wilt Thou answer us, 0 God of our salvation." What these" terrible
.things in j'ighteotlsness" are must be felt to be understood, And
these "terrible thin,qs," we maintain, ?ntlst be encountered if a man
is really calleel of God to the work of the ministry, and if his labours
are to be of any benefit to the Church of God. And in that
'" instruction" of which the prophet speaks, the Lord will teach His
;servants to feel that it is no easy or merely matter-of'-course work
to which they are called. If it be God's work, it is a snpernattli"Ctl
.work, and such must be taught-yea, must be qualified for that
work--by sltjJeri1atural means.
. The Apostle Peter was, comparatively speaking, of little service
until he had been plunged into the deptks and tlU'ltst into the fltrnace!
This fitted him for his after-work. But for that "sifting as wheat"
()f which his blessed Lord and Master had forewarned him, in all
probability we never should have had his Epistles-those costly' and
im;aluable legacies to the Lord's dear tried und tempted ones. No,
it is not the. least likely we should ever Lave had such salutary
'counsel as, " Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery tr/:al
which is to try you, as though sQme sfJ'ai1ge tlting happened unto
you; but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers 0/ Ohrist's st~fferin,qs;
that, when His glory shall be revealed, ye may ~be glad also with
-exceeding joy." Thr,tt the Apostle Paul was "instructed" in the
same school, and for the same definite purposr,--namely, in order
that he might be able to "speak a word in season to them that are
weary"-is clear from his testimony in 1 Corinthians iii. 13:
~'Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall
declare it, because it shall be revealed by fite j and the fire shall try
ever/! man's u'o1"1c of what 80rt it is."

.

Reader, these things are easily written or spoken; the test, however, is a totally different thing. This, this is no easy matter.
:Mark the critical climax: "If any man's work shall be burned, he
shall suffer loss.; but he ltimseif shall be saved; yet so as by fire."
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Reader, is not this a dimax indeed? and may it not well bringto rf:lmembrance the statement respecting even Joshua the high
priest. of whom it was said, "Is not this. a brand lJlucked out of the'
fire? "
. Now, if such declarations hear upon the Lord's own divinelyappointed and sovereignl.r-commissioned servants, who may most
emphatically be said to be "saved as by the skin of the teeth," t()
what conclusion can we come with regard to,those who have chosen
the ministry as a profession merely, actuated by its respectability:
or influence? or what shall be said of those of whom we read ill'the'
prophet Samuel's time: "And it shall come to pass, that everyone
that is left in thine house shall came and crouch to him for a piece·of silver and a morsel of bread, 'Rnd shall say, Put me, I pray thee,
into one of the priests' offices, that I may eat a piece of bread" ?
(1 Sam. ii. 36.)
. '
We verily. believe that, in the present time' especially, when
deceptions and delusions are so rife; when there is the form of
godliness, but not the pOlCer; when to be religious is to be in the
fashion; when forms and cerEmonies are the order of the day, the
Lord's own divinely-commissioned and Spirit-taught servants are of
necessity (as we have already intimated) to be specially tried, specially
rrfflicted, specialZIJ and most defp!y exercised, in order to keep them
in their right place, that is, looking to the Lord, hanging upon the
Lord, cleaving to the Lord with full purpose of heart, and "having
no confidence in the flesh."
.
If we pursue the line of things in the chapter from which we have
already quoted, how plainly shall we see that the Lord's people aro
a separated people, and Ris servants cspeciallyso distinctly led and
EO specially taught of nnd by the Lord Himself: "Fer the Lord
spake thus to me with a strong hand, and instructed me that I
shou.'d not icalk in the way of this· people, saying, Say ye not, A confederacy, to all them to whom this people shall say, A confederacy;
neither fear ye their fear, nor be afraid." Now mark, dear reader ~
"Sanctify the Lcrd ql hosts IIimse1j,. and let Ru! be you)' fear, and
let HIM be your dread."
What follows this precept? what, but a blessed promise, proying
the precious issue of, and sweet recompense for, such a distinctiye and
definite line of things: "And He shall be for a sanctuary "-that is,
a shelter, a 1) 'ace of securily, a rest; and a 1'~joicil1g-tO His clear
Spirit-led people; "but "-oh, mark the" but "-observe how separating and how distinguishing-" but for a stone of stumbling, and
for a r.ock of offence, to both the houses of Israel; for a gin and for a
snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem."
Now, beloved, in order to obtain light upon this passage, we have
only to turn to St. Paul's Epi&tIe to the Romans; and, remembering
his statement, "they are. not all Israel, which are of Israel," we
shall see how professors and possessors are united in the outlmrcl fOl'l1l~f IwotherllOod, whilst, at the same time, there is a vitcl distinction.
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The more closely we read both Paul's Epistle to the Romans, and
his Epistle to the Galatians, as well as the Epistle to the Hebrews,
the more clearly shall we be able to account for the multitudes or
teachers in our day who (notwithstanding all their pretensions to
the contrary) are under the power and influence of Judai.sJn. vVeU
does the Apostle desoribe them, where he says, "I bear them record
that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. For
they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about t()
establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves
unto the right30usness of God. For Christ is the end of the law
for righteousness to everyone thn.t believeth" (Rom. x. 2-·4).
Again, referring to the eighth of Isaiah, it h'1ving been stated
that, "Many am'Jng- them shall stumble, and fall, and be broken,
and be snared, and be taken," then there is the counsel, "Bind up
the testimony, seal the 1((10 among JJIy disciples." Yes, blessed be God,
"The secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him; and lIe
will show unto them His covenant." They have "bread to eat
which the worlc1 knows not of." 'l'hey have "bought the truth,"
(aye, and a·t what a price!) and will "sell it not." Both themselyes and the testimony are "bound up in the bundle of life with
the Lord their God."
Now, beloved, what follows this command to "bind up the testimony, and to seal the law among His disciples"? Oh, hear it, ye
oppressed and sorrowful; listen, ye to whom the Lord has aforetime
spoken. Hearken, those to whom the promise has been sealed in
a broken and a contrite heart, the which the Lord Himself had
" prepared" for its reception, and is "bound up" until the timethe set time-to favour Zion' shall COme. The Lord Himself will
break the seal in His own blessed time and way. Meanwhile it is
for such, in His grace and strength, to say, "And I will wait upon
the Lord, that hideth His face from the house of Jacob, and I will
look for Him."
~
Now, here is both the ~utitil1g and the 1caiclting: "I will lcait
upon the Lord, and I will 1001" for Him."
And shall this It:r1iting and lcatcMng-tbis looking and longingbe in vain? N ay, verily. 'l'urn, dear reader, to the thirtieth
chapter of this same prophecy, and eighteenth verse: "And thereforewill the Lord wait, that He may pe gracious unto you, and therefore
will He be exalted, that lIe may have' mercy upon you: for the
Lord is a God of judgment; blessed are all they that wait for Him."
Here you find a ble~sed reciprocity; the Lord waiting for the set
time-and this assuredly is the l'i,qht time-to favour His people,
and His people waiting- for Him; and mark the testimony;
" Blessed are all they that wait for Him." Blessed in waiting us
well as after waiting.
.
Then, with respect to the statement that" the Lard hideth HiS'
face from the house of Jacob," we read in the thirtieth chapter of
Jeremiah and_seventh verse, ." Alas! for that day is great, so that
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rIoDe is like it: it is even tlte time of Jaeob's trouble;" (adored, howereI', be His great and holy name!) it is added, "but he shalt be
:sated out of it."
,
.
IVell does the prophet exclaim, "Behold, I, and the children
whom the Lord hath given me, are for signs and for wonders in Israel
:from the Lord of hosts, which dwelleth in mount Zion." },!
Dear reader, may we never lose sight of the solemn lDjunction
which immediately follows: "To the law and to the testimony: if
they speak Dot according to this word, it is because there is no light
in them."
Ah! here is the turning~ point, and here the ready means by which
to " try the spirits whether they are of God." It is like a fingerpost: «J:::r "'1'0 THE I,AW AND TO THE 1.' ESTIMONY." If there be'
any hesitating, or shifting, or qualifying, beware, reader, beware
of that teacher and his testimony. Or if there be ought that savours
()f being wise above what is written; any new light-any fresh discovery-ought whatever that interferes with the good old beaten
track-the track "through much tribulation" that leads to "the
kingdom "-beware, beware, we beseech you, of that teacher and
his testimony. Oh, mark the words of the Master; "bind them
for a sign upon thine hand," and let them be as "frontlets between
ihineeyes;" yea, "wrile them upon the posts of thy house, and on
thy gates"-" Search tlte Scriptures; fm' in them ye think ye have
eternal bfe; and they CI1'e they ztltich testify of Me."

Moreover, dear reader, seek to be content to be regarded as "a
fool for Christ's sake." "Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise
man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his
might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: but let him that
glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth Me, that
I am the Lord which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and
l'ighteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, sai~h the
Lord" (J\3r. ix. 23, 24).
.,~
God, of His great mercy, grant us grace to give heed to His
vVord, as spoken by His servant Paul, fraught as it is with both
counsel and comfort: "Let no man deceive himself. If any man
among you seemeth to be wise in this world, let him become a fool,
that he may be wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness
with God. For it is written, lIe taketh the wise in their own
craftiness. And again, The Lord Imoweth the thoughts of the wise,
that they are vain. Therefore let no man glory in men. For all
things are yours; whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world,
()r life, or death, or things present, or things to come; all are yours;
and ye are Christ's; and Ohrist is God's" (1 Cor. iii. 18-23).
Although this article has already extended beyond our purpose or
intention, we cannot forbear some additional particulars, in order
to set forth the wondrous condescension and great goodness of our
most blessed Lord and Master; and we do earnestly pray that it
may prove to be a cheering word to some of the Lord's tried and
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sin-·and-Satan-harassed ones. As previously stated, this is the only
object we have in view in publishing these simple facts.
In our own private journal, under date June lUh, we find the
followin'g : " If the Lord the Spirit, as the Remembrancer, be pleased to
enable ~e, I desire to record before the Lord this morning a
memorable season with which I was indulged during the night that
has just passed. . . . . Numerous passages came to the mind,
most suitable to my deep soul-exercises, such as, 'My people shall
never be ashamed;' 'The mountains shall depart, and the hills be
removed,' &c.; 'Oh, thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not
comforted,' &c.; 'No weapon formed against thee shall prosper,'
&c. Now, as I told the Lord, these were most suitable portions to
my then state of- soul, and that they were recorded in His own Word
for the benefit of His own children, and by His own authority to
be pleaded before Him, for He had said, 'Put Me in remembrance;
plead with Me;' 'Bring forth your strong arguments, saith the
God of J acob.' All this I felt, and all this I pleaded before the
Lord, still- I felt that there was a something 1canting. I 'wanted the
Lord to spark to me, in place of my speaking to the L?J'd. Hence
how I strove to act the part of J acob, by the brook J abbok, 'I will
not let Thee go, except '.1'hou bless me.'
" 'Well, here matters rested, precisely as they did last week, when,
after falling asleep, the Lord Himself awoke me, and whispered
into my heart, in His own loved and loving way, the four Scriptures, one after another, before quoted. . . . . Last night,
however, I wanted fresh words. I pleaded with the Lord, 'Hast
Thou not set a hedge about him? '&c. As on the previous occasion,
however, the Lord did not seem to give heed in regard to speakin,g ct
i{)ord to my hpart. At length I fell asleep, when, after a time, He
awoke me with a precious lovr.-whisper. In a moment the word
came rolling into my heart; and, shortly after, it was followed with
another equally suitable-most blessedly appropriate. I, therefore,
lay and mused, and blessed and praised my God, for bringing to
my remembrance such precious and such most suitable portions. I
repeated them again and again, and contemplated with holy delight
their exact adaptation to what was so pressing upon my mind. I
was much inclined, at· that midnight hour, to leave my bed, in order
to note them down, lest my treacherous memory should deprive me
of them. This I jailed to do. The consequence is, that both
portions are gone from me. Fancying they were from the Psalms,
I have looked through t~e whole, but not oue of the portions cau I
find. This, however, I remember, that, after musing upon each
passage as it was severally and distinctly given me, I felt their
singular and most remarkable adaptation to the case which was so
laid upon my heart. I again fell asleep; and, when the Lord was
pleased the third time to arouse me, upon the moment of waking, I
.seemed to see two keys presented me. Instantly came the words,
6
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, And have the keys of hell and of death.' Oh, what a power mid
what a blessedness immediately flowed into my heart! The suspense and anxiety under which 1 had been labouring were removed
as in a moment. 1 saw that my blessed Lord had all under His
divine control.
"Jul!! 14.-1 have looked again and again through the Psalms, Job,
Isaiah, Jeremiah, as well as through several of the Epistles, but no, I
could not recognize either of those most suitable and blessedly. spoken
Scriptures to which 1 referred in my last memorandum. Hence 1
reproach myself for not having left my bed, and made a note of it
at onee. Oh, how much we lose through neglect in this way!
How intensely anxious havo 1 been, and what efforts have 1 made,
to recall those so appropriate and timely-spoken portions; but all
my endeavours have been to no purpose, and 1 have saveral times
asked myself the question, 'Should 1 recognize them, if so be the
Lord were pleased to speak them afresh?' This the L::>rd alonG
knows. Oh, how 1 have felt, in regard to that midnight visit of
my loved and loving Lord, as Manoah felt with respect to the appearance of the angel to his wife. How he sought for a renewal
of that blessed manifestation, and so have I."
Dear reader, should the Lord condescendingly give pon " a word in
season," " book it," as we sometimes say. Make a note of it, or, at
any rate, make a mark, or put the date, in the margin of your Bible,
over against such home-and-heart-spoken words. Turn to profit
ou)' neglect. We ean give you no iden. of the mW'vellous apjJl'Opriatencs8 of the Scriptures applied during those midnight wrestlings;
nor can we express one tithe of the cOll/jod, as well as reliej, with
which the application was attended. And oh, the power of the
word, "And have the keys of hell and of death"! The intense
anxiety under which we had previously laboured was gone in a
moment; when this precious testimony was s~aled home upon the
heart. Moreover, we may just add that this was followed by one
more word, which was this: "I sl/Ctll not die, but live, and decla)'e
the ~corks oj the Lewd."
.. This was another promissory note from our heavenly Banker,
and we know He will " honour" that promi~sory note in His own
time, for verily, "He is not a man, that He should lie ; nor is ::::ie
the son of man, that He should repent."
St. Luke's, Bedminster, Sept. 10, 1878.
THE EDITOR.
POSTSCRIPT.-We would remind the reader, in reference' to the
fads recorded in the preceding article, that the gracious mani~
festations upon the part of the Lord were based upon the intarcediJl,[/
jot' another. Now, this is what we would seek earnestly and
affectionately to impress upon our readers. Let such endeavour
to put the principle to the test. How many have found that,
when mourning over theil' inability to pray for themselves, they
have sought ~to pray for others whom they have known to be
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among the Lard's tried and tempted people. "\Thilst thus interceding on behalf of some poor tempted or afflicted brother or
sister, they have, ere they were aware, found their own bonds and
fetters to give way, and thus have they obtained a double blessing.
"BEFORE THE THRONE."

Cm·diff·

OH, mourn not that thy loved one's gone!
She did but close her eyes
And sweetly sink to peaceful sleep,
To wake beyond the skies.
How wondrous that awaking, when
Upon her vision burst
The brilliance of the angel world,
And glorious Saviour, first!
What untold rapture must have tWe'd
The spotless baby-soul,
'When first she heard the seraph lays
'Which through heaven's mansions roll !
Fond nature mourns-and- 'tis not wrong.··Yet calm will reign within
To know that soul was never stained
By ought of wilful sin.
It may be they are early called
Some special grace to show;
Or, as rare gems, to stud the crown
'Vorn on the Saviour's brow.
Then let the weepers lift their eyes
To the bright realms above,
Rejoicin~ that their darling one
Is treasured so above.

J. P. C.

INFANT SALVATION.
::My child was taken ill, and died, and I became the subject of anxiety
about his state. I went to God in prayer, and begged Him, if His
will, to set my mind 'at rest. He did so in this gracious way. l~e
turning from His' house-the house of prayer-He favoured me with
access at His throne. I had an audience with the King of kings.
Admitted to the presence-chamber, and beholding with delight the
extended sceptre, I felt encouragement to lay my suit before Him.
Reminding Him of His goodness, the mercies which had followed me
through life, and t.he sUPl:Jort now given in a season of bereavement,
I begged His gracious Majesty to favour me with evidence of the safety
of my child. I knew that even infants needed J esu's cleansing blood;
::md, though I dared not doubt its application where sin is never known,
nor wilfully indulged, y"t I wanted proof from God Himself. He gave
me it by applying unctiously-without my previous thought or expectation
-the precious words expressed.by one of old, "Is it well with thee 1 is it
well with thy husband 1 is it well with the child 1 And she answered,
It is well." These latter words. were sweet indeed. They instantly removed
each anxious thought, and caused me to admire and praise the grace that
could select a child of tuine for life and glory.~Heaj't-Bl'ealhin[J,•.
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GOD-WROUGHT CHANGES.

"Because they have

changes, theTe/oTe they fem' not God."PSALl\{ Iv. 19.
THOSE who are accustomed to visit the unregenerate in their sick and
dying times, must have been struck with the fact that how generally
they are free from changes of feeling-are not in the least afraid to
die-and, when they really come to the last strugglp, "have no bands
in their death." If the matter of religion is pressed upon their attention by the visitor, they generally shield themselves under the, plea
that they have done their hest for their families-have not been in life
half so bad as other folks-have paid their debts·, and so forth, all of
which has nothing whatever to do with the salvation of their souls;
but there they are, so secure in sin, so lulled by Satan, that they 11ave
"110 changes," and they neither fear the Lord or fear to die, while the
poor trembling child of God is fearing, and doubtin'g, and pleading,
and wrestling, in }:londage as to the dread hour; and fearful if ever
they will reach heaven at all. They have "changes," because they do
fear the Lord.
And then, again, not merely is it all peace ofttimes with the
unregenerate, but it is also the same with the professor. Indeed, we
have known some such who have hinted a douLt whether we can be
Christians at all if we are not always rejoicing and enjoying peace.
Such have" no changes." They sail on smoothly enough- can make,
as one has said, "the best of both worlds"-that is, try to serve God
and mammon; and they, to our mind, belong to the category of those
daughters, of Zion who ask the bride of Christ, the real daughter in
Zion, "What is thy Beloved 1)1ore than another beloved, 0 thou fairest
among women ~ what is thy Beloved more than another beloved, that
thou dost so charge us 1"
'
And methinks such a character as this referred to was in David's
mind when he utteretl this expression, "Because they have no chaI)ges,
therefore they fear not God." He says of such, "For it was not an
enemy that reprrached me; then I could have borne it; neither was
it he that hated me that did magnify himself against me; then I would
have hid myself from him: but it was thou, a man mine equal, my
guide, and mine acquaintance. We took sweet counsel together, and
walked unto the house of God in company." Ab! is not this often
the case ~ We have had companionship, it may be, with such; there
has been a certain amount of mingling of feeling and sympathy of
thought; but, when we come to talk of "warfare,'" the old and the
new nature-:of foes without and fears within-then do we discover that
they are not with us, and have not those" changes" which 'we ex•
perience.
Now, it has come to us, dear reader, in addressing the family of grace
once more, to 'look at some of the God·wrought "changes" which it
pIt ases Him we should realize, and which "ehanges," felt and un110
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doratood, bear faithful testimony to our genuine fear of God, and
our membership in that family who are"Tossed about
By many a conflict, many a doubt;"
but who, one and all, reach heaven at last, ascribing all their salvation to rich and sovereign grace.
But, although the ungodly and professor have not the experimental
"changes" which the child of God is subjected to, yet there are
" chan3es" they experien~e as well as others j and perhaps it will
be as well to refer to some of them before we dwell upon those
family "changes" we know full well about j and such changes referred
to might be classified thus. There are, first, those which are natural
to all men, godly and ungodly alike j second, "changes" which are
the imagil1-Q,tion of a free-will brain j third, devil·wrought "changes,"
to deceive immortal souls.
Notice, firat, "chcmges" which are natural to all men, godly and 1tngodly
alike. Time is constantly working its changes, and on an old sun-dial
at Tunbridge vVells we read respecting time, "You mc~y 1mste me,
b'ut ymt wnnot stop me." No j there is no stopping time. It speeds
on, scattering changes in its progress. What about the end7 - Are
we ready for it 7 This is of immense importance. Oh, can we not
some of us say-I think we can-" \V"hen the earthly house of this
tabernacle is dissolved, I have a building of God, a house not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens"7 Precious assurance! We would
not give up thia hope for all t1).e world calls good and great.
Among the many songs of Zion we sing on our way home, that will
al ways be a favourite one"Change and. decay on all around I see;
Oh, Thou who changest not, abide with me!"
If He abide, with us, all must be well. The "changes" we refer
to, of time's unceasing bringing, all are subject to, but the ungodly
and profess:>r have nob those experimental "changes" which the
children of God are subjected to.
Then we have said there are "change?" v:hich are the inutgination of a
free-will brain. "You must," they say, "be renovated. You must turn
to the Lord. You must do this and the other." Oontrary all this to the
teaching of the Bible, which asserts that, unless a man is justified freely
by the grace of God, and stand,S accepted in the Beloved, he can do
nothing of himself acceptable to God, and nothing is acceptable to God
but that which springs from faith j and, as a dead soul h~s not a
living bith, all self-wrought "changes" are deceptive and l'llinous.
And then, in man's attempted "changes," sometimes ministers tell
you that you ought to be, as Ohristians, "always rejoicing. It is a
duty incumbent upon you to rejoice." Poor soul! you can no more
rejoice sometimes than you can remove a mountain. It must be the
Lord alone who can lift you out of your depressed state. It is the
Spirit of God alone who can break the spell. It is His only to set
11 t happy liberty. .He is the Lifter-up of tthe heads of those who are
bowed down.
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Then we have said there are devil-wrought "changes," to decei'lJe imthose personal "ch:mg"s" which he
to his appearing as "an angel of
light;" but the deception we wish more particularly to notice is, the
.dogrn(~ of t1misubstantiation, now taught within the precincts of the
Established Church. This was always a favourite dogma of the
Church of Rome, as it impressed the common people with higher
llotions of the clergy, and, therefore, served to increase their influence.
It is equally so with the Ritualists, who hope thereby to establiilh
sacerdotal power, and make the people put implicit confideuce in them
~nd their teaching.
Now, nothing can be more absurd, and contrary to our common
sense, than the idea that Christ's bodily presence is in the bread after
so-called consecration, and the wine changed into I-Jis blood. Let man
act what mummery he pleases over it, and the bread remains bread
~he same, and the wine is wine still. And only think of the absurdity
of our Lord taking His own body in His hands and bidding the
people to eat His flesh, and, again, telling them to drink His blood!
Why, the people were forbidden to taste blood, by the law of Moses;
but the teaching of Romanist and Ritualist 'would drive them back to
the days of cannibalism.
But, dear reader, just. to put this absurdity to the test of God's
. Word. The Ritualist will tell us that John vi. 53 and following
verses, teach transubstantiation-" Then said Jesus unto them, Verily,
verily, I say unto you, Except .\'e- eat the flesh of the Son of Man,
and drink His blood, ye have no life in you "-when they must know
that, meeting the surprise of His disciples, who thought it a hard
mying, He states a few verses lower down, "It is the Spirit that
quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing; the words that I speak
unto you, they are spirit, and they are life" (John vi. 63).
,
Again, our Lord said, "This is My body, which is broken-: and this is
My blood, which is shed." But His body was not yet broken, nor was
His blood yet shed; and, therefore, the breaking of the bread and pouring out of the wine were then figurative of what was about to happen, as
they are now figurative of what has actually happened. Nor need we
more thanl'efer to the absurdity of taking our Lord's assertion literally.
If so, we must take other passages literally-for instance: "Dan is a
lion's whelp;" "Their throat is an open sepulchre;" "Christ is the
door j" and" All men are grass." And the cup itself is turned into a
testament, for our Lord say.s, "This cup is the New Testament in My
blood," &c.
_
But, in passing away from this Christ-dishonouring and Satan-working
dogma, we will only mention two passages which are fatal. to transubstantiation.
Our Lord says, "But I say unto you, I will not drink
henceforth of this fn~it of the vine, until that day when I drink it new
with you in My Father's kingdom" (Matt. xxvi. 29). Mark, He calls it
" the fi'nit of the '/line," although He has said, " This is My blood of the
New Testament, which is shed for m~ny for the remission of sins;"
showing clearly enough that He meant the wine as only symbolical of His
blood, for it remained still "the fn/it of the vine." The other passage is
1 Corinthians xi. 26: "For as often as ye eat this bTead, and drink this
~nortc~l souls,
'Ve might refer to
~ssumes, especially in these days,
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Cltp, ye do show t.he.'Lord's death till He come." Mark, He calls it "this
bratel," not "this body;" and "this cup," not" this blood;" and, as if to
seal what He meant, repeats, "But let a man examine himself, and so
let him eat of that breael, and drink of that cup." .
Now, this is sufficient, in passing, upon this devil-delusive dogma. vVe
will now come to "changes" which are Gael-wrought, and experimentally
realized by every child of grace,· and concerning which there can be. no
mistake. And this leads us to the positive aspect of our subject. . If the
wicked "have no changes," and, as a consequence, "fear not God," the
Lord's people have "changes," which lead them to fear the Lord and·
glorify His name. Let us now refer to some such, dear reader.
The first great God-wrought "change" we would refer to is that expressed by the Apostle Paul: "Yolt hCtth He quickeneel, who were elead in
trespasses anel sins;" and, in order to see the marvellous character of this
God-wrought "change," we must contemplate the fall of Adam, our
federal head, in which fall and its consequences we are involved. We
must look at the elepths from which we have been raised, in order to see
the mercy standing of the heights of Zion. And, in order to do this, we
must look back to the· important matter of original 01' bi1'th sin, called in
the earlier ages of the Church's history, "the old guilt," "the antient
wound," "the common. curse "-expressions, we fear, too outspoken and
truthful for this refined age of religious sentiment. ~ Indeed, it is a
question, if you were to touch upon the doctrine of the fall, many who
profess a religion would not understand what you meant, and would thinlc
you were painting them in unwarrantably black colours.
But let us look how the matter stands Scripturally. Now, we quite
admit that man's standing was in original righteousness. This the Lord
J ehovah Himself declared when He said, "Let us make man in OUl'
image, after our likeness;" and Solomon,' to whom the Lord gave special
wisdom, bore testimony to this fact wheli he said, "Lo, this only have I
faund, that God hath made man upright: but they have sought out
many inventions." And it is worthy of note that, while God made man
in His own likeness before the fall, after the fall man was made in
Adam's likeness; hence is it written, "And Adam lived an hundred and
thirty years, and begat a son in his own likeness, ctjter his image, and
called his name Seth ; " and the Apostle Paul says, "The first man is of
the earth, earthy: the second Man is the Lord from heaven. As is the
earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as is the heavenly, such
are they also that are heavenly," &c.
Adam, then, fell from his original righteousness; and what we must
insist upon is, that in that fall are involved his whole posterity. Hence are
we said to be "born in sin," "corrupt and perverse in all our ways,"
"depraved in mind," "without understanding," "receive not the things
of God," "defiled in conscience," "intractable," "estranged from God,"
"in bondage to sin," "unrighteous," "abominable," "turned to his own
,v:ay," "lovers of darkness," "corrupt," "dead in trespasses and sins." All
these expressions are very humiliating, and are truly calculated to lay
man in the dust of self-abasement; but those quoted are only a tithe of
those that might be drawn from God's Word to show how completely
we are involved in the fall of our first parents. We know full well the
objections which are raised to this doctrine. For instance, many have
2 Q
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asserted, and do assert, that Adam's mortality belonged to his original
nature-that his sin was merely personal, and confined to himself, and
did not in any respect affect his posterity. Again, that it is incompatible
with the justice and goodness of God to make the whole race of men
liable to punishment for the sin of Adam, in which they had no concern.
All such statements spring from the rebellious and proud heart of man,
who kicks against God's ways, and would have things after the fashion
of his own will. The fact remains the same: "Of every tree of the
garden," the Lord said to Adam, "thou mayest freely eat j but of the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in
the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die j" these words,
"thou shalt surely die," meaning that which is literally being carried
out-tbat Adam and all his posterity should be subject to death in
consequence of his disobedience.
,
And this fact comes out with greater force if we trace Adam's
headship, asserted in the first prophecy of the Bible: "And I will put
enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her
seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel "-the
seed infected from the head, Adam-we might say, the diseased head,
the infection of which runs through every member of his body. Hence
is the offence or guilt of one and. its consequences clearly described in
the Word thus: "By the offence of one many were dead;" that " the
judgment was by one to condemnation j "that "by one man's offence
death reigned by one;" that "by the offence of one, judgment came
up.on all men to condemnation;" and that "by one man's disobedience
many were made sinners."
Thus, then, we see the deep necessity for the redemption work of the
.Lord Jesus Christ to raise His fallen Church from the degradation and
:pollution of the fall, and to bring about that precious and spotless
standing in Christ which is described in those words," Being justified
freely by His grace, through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus,
·,there is therefore now no condemnation to them that are in Him."
Ah! dear friends, no more important question can be asked than that
which Job proposes: "How can a nwn be just with God?" -a poor,
fallen, rebellious one, infected with Adam's sin, how can he stand pure
and holy before a righteous God? He can do so. He does do so in
'Christ, and in Christ only. But some say he can be justified by reforma~tion of life or renovation of character, but such do not realize the depths
'Df the fall, and have never had David's cry put into their hearts: "Enter
'Hot into judgment with Thy servant, 0 God, for in Thy sight shall no
. man living be justified "-that is, of himself, or in anything he can do.
But, as we have said before, God the Spirit has wrought the wondrous
change for the believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, who, though in himself
black as the tents of Kedar, accepted in Christ, he is comely as the
curtains of Solomon j and, if we dwell for a few moments upon this fact
of" justification," we shall see this, we trust, to our joy.
Justification ha<: in the Scriptures this three-fold aspect-first, justified
towards God; second, in the sinner's experience j and third, before Lis
fellow-men.
To become justified towards and before God is an act of rich, free,
sovereign grace, whereby from all eternity in the purpose of God the
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elect are set apart as vessels of mercy, their names written in the Lamb's
book of life, and their standing in Christ accepted by the Beloved,and
justified by redeeming grace and blood; and, in the set time to favour
Zion, the Lord the Spirit seals home upon the hearts of such the
assurance of their justification.
They then, secondly, realize in felt experience the justifying character
of God's grace, namely, the unlimited approval of the poor sinner in the
sight of God, who, recognizing him as standing in Christ, sees not his
iniquity and sinnership, but accepts him as part and parcel of the perfect
body of Him who is the Head of His Church and people.
And then the poor sinner is justified before his fellow-men, which is
important to notice, because it clears up that which has been to some a
-difficulty; for, while the Apostle Paul says, "Therefore we conclude that
a man is justified by faith, without the deeds of the law," James says,
"' Ye see then how that by works a man is justified." How can we
reconcile this apparent contradiction 7 Easy enough, for we may rest
satisfied the Scriptures nowhere contradict themselves. Pauh" addressing
the foregoing declaration to J udaizing people, who contend, after the
fashion of the Ritualists of our day, that the observance of a ritual is
necessary to secure justification; but he insists that a man can be and
is justified -without any deeds of the law at all; while J ames is arguing
that it is not fait,h alone that will justify, for the devils believe and
tremble, but it is the testimony of the outgoing.;; of a life of faith, which
work of the Spirit issues in gifts and graces which, put in exercise,
brinO' forth fruit unto God. So we see how by such works, such life,
;sllchOtestimony, the child of grace shows that he is justified.
Here, then, surely there begins to dawn upon us a wonderful Godwrought "change;" and we have d,,'elt upon the results of the faU
because it is in contrast to this former state that the blessedness and
"mercy of this God-wrought" change" is seen, We do like the observation of an old divine, who says, "It was necessary that I should be
€ntirely saved, because I had entirely fallen, and was condemned because
(If the disobedience of our first parents." Nor do we think a man will
view eternal things after the manner of God's will until he sees how
€ntirely fallen he is, and how completely involved in ruin through the
fall of Adam, his federal head. Wrong here, as we often have to
()bserve, wrong everywhere. We know this is an unpopular and un'fashionable way of putting it; nevertheless, it is the truth, and the truth
is best told at all times. Probe well the wound, or it will never be
rightly healed.
But there is another thing that the depths and degradation of the fall
bring out, namely, the deep necessity of j'egenemtion. I love to look
at this work, as the Word of God bears out, as a matter of cTeationthat which so puzzled the learned Nicodemlls, but is rejoiced in as a fact
by the poorest and most unlettered man who is "born of the Spirit."
It may be difficult to explain this "new birth;" and the apparently
hard sayings of our Lord when on earth led His disciples to exclaim,
"vVho then can be saved 7"
The reply of Jesus was a memorable
one: "The thing which is impossible with man, is possible with God."
It is a God-wrought "change," and ~ust be realized to be understood;
and the poor soul-yea, rich soul-who has experienced it will ac2 Q2
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knowledge, "The Lord did it all. I did nothing at all in tIle matter....
And oh, how much is wrapped up in the fact of "regeneration," wrought!.
by the power of the Spirit! There is in it an established proof of th0
Trinity, for each has been engaged in the work. Thel'e is divinfC
sovereignty put into exercise on the poor sinner's behalf. There is thGl
display of electing love, adopting grace, justification, sanctification, union
with Christ-indeed, there is all that is necessary to save the pOOl'
soul from hell, and place him as a trophy of divine grace, to give all
the glory of his salvation to Him who hath saved His unworthy chilcb
with an everlasting salvation. How much, then, is conveyed. in that
precious word, "1'egenemtion"!
And now, having referred to the deep necessity of the regenerating
work of the Spirit, brought out into clearer light when seen as delivered
from the blackness of the fall, the question arises, Are" changes" now at.
an end 1 The Christian having experienced the bringing from darkness
to light, is it now all joy and peace 1 Some would have us think so;
but experience tells of this fact, that, when peace is proclaimed, wa1fm'O}
begins. As Hart puts it-'
" How strange is the courae that a Christian must steer!
How perplexing the path he must tread!
1'he hope of his happiness rises from fear,
And his life he receives from the dead.
" His fairest pretens'ions must wholly be waived,
And his best resolutions be crossed;
Nor can he expect to be perfectly saved
Till he finds himself utterly lost.
" When all this is done, and his heart is assured
Of the total remission of sins;
When his pardon is signed, and his peace is procured,
From that moment his conflict begins."
And this arises from the fact that we carry about with us the ol'cl
nature; or, as the Church of England, we think, Scripturally and experimentally pnts it in her ninth Article, "This infection of natu.re doth
remain, yea, in them that are 1'egenm'ated." And, if our readers wanted
proof of this, we can hut refer them to our last "Notes," wherein we
traced painfnl proof thereof in the lives of such men as Noah, Lot,
Moses, David, Solomon, J ehoshaphat, and the like; all of which told the
unmistakable tale that "this infection remaineth even after regeneration." Indeed, dear reader, one has to go no further than one's own
experience, to show the truth of this assertion. Can we who have known
the M.ord ten, twenty, thirty, or more years say, we are better than we
were at the commencement of divine life 1-we are less prone to evil
than then 1 Far otherwise. Leave us to ourselves, and where are we 1
The same erring creature as ever, only upheld by our God-only kept as
He is pleased to keep us.
And, again, with regard to this warfare, sometimes it is so severe,
temptation s') pressing, cares so overwhelming, the Christian seems to be
brought to his" wits' end." Beloved, have you got to this spot in divine
experience 1 The writer has: "I do not know l'nything, Lord. I
am so mazed a:ld bewildered sometimes. Things work so apparently
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'Contrary, and life's uprisings seem to get into such a tangled web, that
I hang down my hands entrammelle 1, and can only cry, 'Lord, undertake
for me!'" The helplessness of the creature oft brings out. the helpfulne,s of God, and empty self grasps a full Saviour. His flowings set all
He clears up that which is
:Tight when our feelings are all wrong.
.dark, makes straight that which is crooked, and shows us that He has
mapped out the course in divine sovereignty, fringed every dark cloud
with mercy, and clasped every link of the chain in love.
'Ve conclude by reminding you of three God-wrought "changcs"
t11at still await us, beloved-death, resu1Tect'ion, and glory.
Death. Ah! we know not when, but with some of us time tells its
·.tale that the sand is fast running out, and soon it must be dust returning to the earth as it was, but the spirit returning to God who gave it.
And then.
Resurrection. 'Vondrous change! " Jesus died and rose again j and
.them which sleep in J csus will God bring with Him." The grave and
the sea alike shall give up their dead, and these vile bodies of ours
." shall be fashioned like unto Christ's glorious body, according to the
working of that mighty power whereby He is able to subdue all things
unto Himself."
And then the glory that shall follow. What a change and exchange!
2'he silver cord unloosed here, but fresh strung in eternal strength yonder!
The golden bowl broken-ah! broken into shivers-but reunited in such
.a way that future severance will be impossible. The pitcher broken at
.the fountain, but its fragments gathered in a more beautiful and im.. perishable form. The wheel broken at the cistern, for there will be no
J()nger need of dippings into the water of eternal life, "for the Lamb
which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them
unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from
:their eyes."
Thus have we seen how men of the world have no "changes" in their
life of the character which the children of Gael are subjected to, and
"\vl~ich marks their .relationship and regeneration j nor havc the ungodly.
frequently any fear of death, while the Lord's saints are trembling
;l'..nd fearing the end. So also may it be observed that the professor of
l'eligion sails on in life smoothly enough, while the believer is tossed
.about, and often subject to rough weather and sharp conflicts. "We
~ave also traced some "changes" which both the godly and ungodly
.are subjected to alike j other "changes" which' emanate from a free"Will brain j and others that are nothing short of devil-wrought "changes,"
to deceive immortal souls, especially that of the doctrine of "transubc
,stantiation." Then, taking the positive aspect of the subject, we have
.dwelt . upon God-wrought "changes," especially that of passing from
,death unto life, being rescued from the grasp and power of Satan, and
manifestedly put among the children of the Most High, which fact we
have seen brings out on the one hand the depths of the fall, and on the
'Other, the preciousness of redeeming grace and mercy. Then we have
.reminded the reader that that wondrous "change" brings into a series
,of others in connection with the conflict by the way-a conflict induced
from the fact that the infection of the old nature remaineth in us· after
..regeneration j closing our tracings of "changes" to three which are
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ahead of us, and in which we may rejoice, namely, death, resurrection,
and glory.
.
What say you to these things, dear reader 1 Is it not so 1 The
wicked have no "changes" because they fear not the Lord; we have,
because we fear Him-love, honour, and obey the God of our salvation.
Wonderful life indeed is the divine life, leading certainly to eternal
glory.
.
While surrounded by members of a Bible class, the other day, this verse
c: me with sweet power and melting, touching a tender chord in one's.
heart" How can it be, Theu heavenly King,
That Thou shouldst man to glory bring 1
Make slaves the partners of Thy throne,
And deck them with a glorious crown 1 "

Ah! 'dear reader, how can it be indeed?

Yet it is so; and you and

I, we trust, will realize it by· and-bye, amazing grace accomplishing
it all.
Shobnall Gmnge, B1trton-on-Trent.

G. C.

THE GATHERING HOME.
" My Beloved is gone down into His garden, to the beds of spices,
to gather lilies.-SoLOMON'S SONG vi. 2.
CHRIST is into His garden come,
He walketh 'mid His fragrant flowers,
And gathers lilies one by one,
To wear in yon eternal bowers.
He visits, too, the spicy beds,
Where, crushed by sorrow's ruthless
hand,
His loved ones shed their swe.etness
forth,
And perfume e'en the desert land.
Methinks I see Him drawing nigh
The little spot where I have grown,
And ask myself-CC Come I from seed,
By the eternal Gardener sown1

anil

" Or am I but a poisonous weed,
Brought hither by the great arch-fien<l
To shade the flowerets from the light,
And drink the dews God's love dotb.
send 1"
Hope gleameth brightly in my soul;
I trust I grow from heavenly seed;
And, though so weak, Ineeu not fearHe spareth e'en a "bruised reed."
Lord Jesus, wilt Thou gather me
Ere long to wear upon Thy breast;
Where storms can ne'er Thy lilies
beat,
Nor foes- their snowy grace molest 1
ISA.

BODILY AFFLICTION.-How sweet afflictive seasons, when the Lord is.
present! I love my chamber then, though it be the scene of bodily
infirmity. I lie in tranquil meditation, and covet not the bustling scenes.
of life. Vanity and vexation are written on them all. My God is.
present, and I hold communion with Him. He cheers me with His.
smiles; and whilst He guides me back in sweet review, He leads me forth.
in pleasing contemplation.
I meditate upon the closing scene-the
finishing of life. I see that all is ordered wisely-that it could not
possibly be better, and rejoice to sing"When languor and disease invade
This trembling house of clay,
'Tis sweet to look beyond our cage,
And long to fly away."

-Heart.Breathin~s.
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~ilgrim ~u~tr$.
THE WAY OF PEAOE.
are the afflictions of the righteous," and soul afflictions are of
all kinds the keenest. The wounds sin makes only blood can cover
and cure, and the worth of the remedy provided by the Lord must be
found out by the want of it in the conscience. This sense of want is
produced in the soul by the same voice that said, "Let there be light,
and there was light;" but the source of distress when sin is discovered
arises from the thought that Satan, not God, is the author of the feelings awakerred in the soul. Satan is about to lose his prey, so he
turns accuser, and to all the past which is brought to mind by the
Spirit of God to make the captive sinner value deliverance, pardon,
salvation, Satan attaches this weight, "You are mine, and I shall keep
you." The sinner is truly his lawful captive, which is easily proved, by
thought, word, and deed; and every secret thing brought to light by
the Spirit of God helps forward self-condemnatic)ll. Satan led the
sinner as it pleased him in the days of his darkness and' enmity to
God, when the strong man armed kept the palace, and his goods were
in peace; but, when the light of the ~pirit breaks in upon the sou], the
law says, "Pay me that thou owest," and Satan is sure to add, "The
way to pay is to do;" and so the poor, ruined, bankrupt wretch, born in
the Adam fall, sets about in his ignorance to repair, make amends, and
bring in a righteousness that will please and satisfy God. He begins
at once to do-to make the tale of bricks, and spin the web that will
make a suitable covering for a naked sinner-and here the distinction
is seen between the tares and the wheat, the sheep and the goats. So
in Luke- xi. we read that, "when the unclean spirit goes out of a
man" in natural convictions and outward reformation, it is but temporary, for he returns again and, either by increased iniquity or false
religion, takes possession of the man, and his last state is worse than the
first. There was no heart work, no Spirit light, no divine love, no yearnings after Ohrist; but such often are built up by the daubers with'
untempered mortar, and are supported by pillows sewed to all armholes
(Ezek. xiii. 18). There is no more conflict, no more alarm. All is peace
and a false assurance, or else the profession of religion in one fell
SIVOOp is destroyed altogJ'lther. But divine and sovereign grace marks
the sheep that enter into the fold. Such must have special dealings and
the Shepherd's tender care. The righteousness of the flesh cannot
satisfy a Spirit-convinced sinner. "The bed is shorter than that a man
can stretch himself on it: and the cuvering narrower than that he
can wrap himself in it" (Isa. xxviii. 20). No true peace comes by the
deeds of the law. It is inexorable in its denlands, and requires perfection
in thought, word, and deed; but the harder the poor soul labours after
legal righteousness, the further off he gets from it. Sin appears exceed.ing sinful, and holiness appears of all conditions the most desirable.
To be better and holier seem, the one thing needfL1I, for then there
would be some hope of being worthy of Ohrist's love and a hf1:1.ven]y
home. The· merit of works is man's natural religion, and" What shall I
" MANY

[28

Tlte Gospel Magazine.

do to be saved 7" describes the workings of every soul who entertains
any thought at any time of salvation. Job said, "I hold fast my righteousness," and so does every sinner before Christ is revealp,d. Wounded
a!Jd stripped, "like a rolling thing before the whirlwind," he yet clings
to the hope that some day he will bring in the tale of bricks, and find
the absence of sin and the presence of righteousness that will satisfy God
and conscience. 'When the-sinner is brought to this point in experience, " Empty and bare, I come to Thee
For righteousness divine,"

there is a wonderful advance in divine Imowledge. This is a great
step into truth, that a better righteousness than our own is needed;
::md by the light of the Spirit of God alone this truth is discovered
to the heart, for "a -man can receive nothing except it be given him
from above." These are the dmwings of the Father of mercies that lead
to the discovery of Jesus as "the end of the law for righteousness to
everyone that believeth." "No man," said our Lord, "can come unto Me,
except the Father which hath sent Me draw him;" and in these drawings
are included the painful sight of sin more or less. It is a vain attempt
to form a measure of quantity with regard to the apprehensions of sin,
or make the experience of sinners run through a mould, and bring all
to one shape in feelings. The evils of sin in its first discovery may
be greatly mitigated in some cases. Like Israel of old, God does not
Jet them see their condition at first, but by little lead~ thp,m on step
by step. The sight of a "naked human heart" is too dreadful for
mortal eyes to behold apart from a view of Christ, but the Lord in
tender mercy vouchsafes in this most painful interval little helps and
brief comforts that support the soul, and . Keep the head above water.
Swayed to and fro between hope and fear, the work goes on, the case is
sustained; no clear discoveries, no bright shinings, no sweet enjoyment,
but the soul is borne on day by day, "holpen with a little help," and
hrought as far as this-what it has, it would not part with j01' all the u'oTld
could give. To arrive at this point proves reality, divine drawing, and the
earnest of a gracious end.
The depth of the fall is not only seen by sin, it is further manifested
in sclf-righteousness. The Apostle charged this truth home to the state
of the Jews, "that they, being ignorant of Goel's righteousness, and going
about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves
unto the righteousness of Goe1." Now, this is the condition of every soul
by nature-this is the root-sin. " Ye shall be as gods "-this was Satan's
hait to Eve. It is the native principle lodged in every human breast;
hence the need to strip the sinner of all his supposed righteousness, and,
as a primary act upon the soul, convince the sinner of bin to make him
value the righteousness of God; and this righteousness is revealed to
faith when Christ's work arid Christ's salvation is received into the soul
by the power of the Spirit of G:>d. Faith does not reveal this righteousness, as some would make us believe. Faith never occupies the place of
the Holy Ghost, whose work it is to "take of the things of Christ and
show them" to the soul; but faith's work and office is to eye the righteousness when revealed. It is as the ear to hear the glad tidings that God
is well .pleased in Christ. It is the empty but outstretched hand that
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grasps the robe which the Spirit puts on. When, by the voice of the
Spirit, God declares His righteousness through faith in Christ's blood
"for the remission of sins that are past," then boasting is excluded, for
the justification of the sinner does not come by the deeds of the law, but
by the law of faith (Rom. iii. 25-28); and that faith which sees, hears,
embraces, and enjoys the testimony of the Spirit is " the gift of God," the
"operation of God," the faith of God's elect, the special grant of heaven
to the people of God, chosen in Ohrist before all worlds, and ordained to
life eternal, and to the means as well as to the end.
This revelation aud discovery of God's righteousness. in Christ to cl,
sinner is not a truth stored up in the mind as a doctrine only-it is a lifelong matter of divine experience. The body of sin and death makes continued need to have fresh views of the righteousness laid up in Christ for
the sinner. Slips and falls of various kinds, known and felt in an
enlightened conscience, show up continually that" our righteousnesscs are
but as filthy rags." Secret backslidings, heart declension, lead the way
to careless walking in self-confidence, and then the child of God becomes
an easy prey to Satan. But this draws down the rod, withers up all
creature righteousness, turns comeliness into corruption, and by such
dealings the sinner is kept alive to the fact that "in him is. no good
thing," that the law in his members still lives, which brings him" into
captivity to the law of sin," by which boasting is excluded, so that
the righteousness of God revealed to the sinner meets his case of
l)erpetual and incurable sinnership in thought, word, and deed; the
restraints God puts upon sin. in no -wise lessens its malignity or
decreases the principle. But, when temptation and opportunity meet, not
a living saint upon earth could withstand the power and. subtlet,y of
S,ttan, if the Lord did not come to the rescue; and, if not, and the
poor sinner is brought to broken bones, where is -the only satisfying and
peace-speaking refuge to a child of God 1 In the righteousness of Christ.
~'here is none other. At this juncture-known to the family of God in
secret, without, it may be, any outward act to bring down the observation
of others-the believer is brought into the stripping-room. Self-boasting,
creature righteousness are seen in their true light as filthy rags, and
llothing short of a faith's view of Christ's righteousness can avail to
cleanse and cover the guilty soul. Then how invaluable the doctrine of
imputed righteousness appears to the sinner, naked and wouuded by sin,
Satan, and conscience! " This is the name whereby she shall be called,
The Lord our righteousness," is the promise made to the Church that in
divine experience is taught to say, "In the Lord have I righteousness and
strength." This was the Gospel preached unto Abraham by the Holy Ghost
(Gal. iii. 8). "To him that worketh not, but believeth on Him that justineth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness" (Rom. iv. 5), faith
being the medium whereby God communicates with the sinner, and makes
known through the Spirit the completeness of Christ's righteousness to
hide all his transgressions from view, and the fulness of pardon in the
blood of the Lamb.
In the Old Testament dispensation there was deep teaching hid under
the ceremonial symbols. The beautiful and elaborate work of many
hands that made the high priest's garments for" glory and beauty," were
to be sprinkled over with blood and oil before the priests could minister
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in them acceptably to God. Thus the pride of man is brought down as
to the value and comeliness of his own works, and the excellence .of
the work of Christ is revealed as God's way to save sinners.
The tabernacle in its coverings conveyed instruction. The ram's skin
dyed red was the under covering that aptly figured the cleansing blood of
Christ; but the last covering was badger's skin, rough and ugly to look
at, which represented the body of sin and death, which betrays its fallen
nature in daily sins and evils, in falls and failures of God's people, bits in
their spiritual history where the flesh triumphed, the outer covering
alone visible, the power and influence of the blood hid from view, so that
ob"ervers had no conjecture as to the precious things the tent enclosed.
Thus the pride of the heart is stained, subdued, mortified; and the cry is,
"Unto us belong shame and confusion of face;" "Our iniquities like the
wind have taken us away." A sinner brought to this spot has nothing
to plead. All self-justification is brought down to the level of the dust, and
all accusation with regard to others is laid low. This is a true mark of
Gospel repentance-closed lips as to all self-justification-and here the Lord
meets the sinner. The cry for help is heard, though the answer, for wise
reasons, may be delayed; but the Lord in His own time appears. And here
the lesson is learnt over again, the worth and blessedness of Chl'ist,
" made of God unto the believer righteousness." All the rough dealings
in perplexing providences, all the errors in judgment, all the outbreaks of
the flesh, all the rebellious thoughts that racked the mind, all the terrible
. fears, the pronounced cond~mnation, all that in effect puts the badger's
skin over the tabernacle, shall work together for good to the child of GoeL
The soul learns lessons in humility, in self-distrust, in dependence upon
God, in experimental acquaintance with truth, in batred of self, in tenderness of others' fall, in carefulness as to the future, in prayerfulness for
divine teaching and keeping; but, above all, it gives the true value to
Christ's name and Christ's work as "the Lord our Righteo\J.sness." In a
greater or less degree, every child of God must realize enough of the
demerit of sin to endear and make necessary to the soul Christ's right.
eousness. This is the true title to heaven-not a doctrine enclosed in a.
creed, sketched in the pulpit occasionally, and hid from the unlearned by
scholarly terms. It is revealed to the spiritually poor. Whatever may be
the difference as to wealth or intellect, all the election 'of grace are
on the same level as sinners to their latest breath, and all alike stand in
need of realizing by the Spirit's power this VItal truth, "Christ made
of God unto us righteousness."
A poor godly woman, being visited upon her death-bed by a minister,
was asked what was her dependence in tlr~ prospect of death. Her
reply was, "A well-spent life, sir;" but, befor~ he could attempt to refute
the apparent error in these words, she said with .energy, "But, sir, it
is the well-spent life and precious death of the Lord Jesus upon which
I am going to heaven," The Lord declared of 'old, "My people shall
be satisfied with My goodness;" and that is found in Christ, the true
Melcbisedec, the only Priest of the Church of God, being by interpretation, King of Righteousness and King of Peace, able to save unto
the uttermost all that come unto Him empty and bare, poor and needy,
ruined and wretched, but saved in the Lord with an everlasting salvation, through" the righteousness of God in Christ."
.
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THE LOVE OF MONEY
" But they that will be Tich fall into temptation and a snm'e, and into mctny
foolish and lmTtf1tl llIStS, which drown men in destntction ctnd peTdition, Fm'
the love of money is the 1'OOt of all evil: which while some coveted ajte?', they
hClve e1'1'ed from the faith, and pjeTced themselves tMmlgh with many SOr1'OWS,"I TIM, vi. 9, 10.
WITH some the love of money may be regarded in no other light
than that of infatuation-a species of mctdness. " Bring me my money!
bring me my money! ., exclaimed a dying man some years ago, In
accordance with his wish, the bystanders placed in his hands a quantity.
of gold, in-the very act of grasping which the dying man passed into
the immediate presence of his Maker, This was told us by one who
heard the statement of the minister who had just left the hapless scene.
1
The following facts we received from one most intimately acquainted
with the doctor of whom we are about to spea}{,
During his residence in Australia, upon one occasion he was informed
that a certain gold-digger had received a serious gunshot wound between ,.
the wrist and ,the elbow of his> right arm. The messenger having to
traverse a distance of a hundred miles over an almost trackless road, it'
was the third day before the doctor received the intelligence that his
services were required. Hence, by the time he reached the wounded
man, inflammation had set in, and the doctor said that amputation would
be necessary. To this the man refused to submit. It was in vain
argu~d that death must ensue if he- persisted in his refusal. As remonstrance was in vain, the doctor naturally asked for compensation for his
time and trouble. This was likewise 'as peremptorily refused, He had in
consequence to resume his journey of a hundred miles after his most useless and unremunerative errand. In the course of a few days, the
wounded man was brought to the town where the doctor resided; but
by this time gangrene had set in, in consequence of which the patient
had become so offensive, that even the publicans refused to admit him
to their houses, and the only place to, be found for him was an outbuilding. Here again the doctor was sent for; and, although in a most
loathsome condition, still the patient refused to have his arm taken
off, and was equally unmoved with regard to payment. This refusal was
the more marked, because it was known that the man had £1,000 worth
of gold dust in his possession.
At length he was removed to the hospital-an institution which the
doctor himself had established for the sake of those who were poor, and
had not the means to pay for medical attendance. As he deemed the present case an abuse of the charity, he declined attending it. At length,
however, he yielded; and the man who, but for his obstinacy and covetousness, might have retained the greater part of his arm, had to submit
to its being taken off at the shoulder-joint. Nevertheless, although his
life was saved, and the poor doctor in his first visit had. travelled over
two hundred miles, he received not a fraction for his skill or h~s services.
If this be not a specimen of the most hateful and abominable love
of money, and a corresponding utter disregard for what is due to others,
we are greatly mistaken.
It is conduct after this f.Lshion (although perhaps not such an extreme
case) that has subjected ni~ny a medical man t~ the charge of heart-
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lessness, as far as the sick and dying are concerned. He has gone so
often to persons in their extremity. The midnight call has been immediately responded to, or the long journey has been undertaken. Relief
has been given or a cure effected, but with neither the one nor the
other has there been a corresponding sense of what was morally, as
well as legally, ,due for such attention and setvices.
FROM HEART TO HEART.-No, XIX.
My DEAR MRS. L--,-Poor Mrs. B--! I ean enter into her trial,
11aving been on the same spot, and found it was just what, was needed
to leam to trust my Father's word, that "in Him all flllness dwells" for
time as well as for eternity. If He withheld nothing from us, we should
be more independent than we are. He says He "withholds no good
thing from those that walk uprightly;" but the question is, 'Vhat is it
to walk uprightly? for there is an upright walk and a crooked walk.
David walked uprightly in the valley of Elah, but crooked enough when
at Ziklag. ,We know the issue of each circumstance. In the former
.spot he slew Goliath, in the latter kis wires were slain.
I think the meaning of the word "uprightly," in a spiritual sense,
may begota~ by just dividing it into two parts, up-rightly. "Up" must
be towards God; "rightly" must be to consult with Him on every ]Joint;
to bring all cases, easy or difficult, to Him, We are apt to do so with
tIle latter, but not the former; and this just lets out our abominable
independence and pride, for, where we think we can get on without aid,
we forget who it is that gives us the ability, hence why we have things
put before us of a perplexing and trying nature is, to remind us what
we are and how we cannot do without God. Many would call me legal
for writing thus, but I am speaking on the, practicality of the word as
rf'gards ourselves. I know' none walk uprightly but such as are in close
.communion with Ohrist" and that He only is the upright One. Yet, if
His image is to be refiec~ed down here in His people,' it must be by
their walk and conversation.
You know some pieces of furniture require more hard rubbing than
others, ere they are sufficiently polished to see tlJ,e face in them. The
Lord says He will n,ake His daughters as the "polished C01,'1Wj'S of His
temple." This may allude to b~ing made like unto Himself, who is
" the chief corner stone," I suppoge at each corner there was some particular decoration. Ohrist says, "He will be glO1'ijied in them that believe."
Your son and daughter joining the Ohurch remind me of spring
flowers. May they prove, by-Mid-bye, "trees of the Lord's planting,"
Tliey will not like the process of deep rooting, but it must be so if they
grow like the palm tree and cedar in Lebanon.
God knows all about your trial, for "He understandeth your clown.sitting" as well as He did David's, and you have your "uprising" as
well as he had, or your soul would not so pant after Him, nor· be
troubled about the evil and infidel thoughts that beset you, but which
will all depart when He says, "Hitherto, but no further." 'Then shall
tne proud waves of flesh, world, and devil be stayed.
Believe me, yery sincerely yours (at leust desirous to be so),
1J1arch 8, 1860,
M. L. M.
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THE BIBLE AND ITS PROGRESS.
AT the annual meeting of the Bible Society, lately held at Brislington.
near Bristol, the Rev. RICHARD PERKINS, association secretary, among
many interesting particulars, stated as follows:At the last Exhibition held in Paris the Emperor Napoleon gave us
permission to erect a building for the' sale of the Scriptures within the
grounds of the Exhibition itself. We are not permitted to do so on this
occasion, but our committee have obtained a piece of ground just out...
side one of the main entrances, and have erected a chalet, from which
work is carried on. In addition to this, we, of course, obtained a place
for exhibiting the Scriptures in the Exhibition itself; and, to increase
. the interest of those who examine our wor.k, we are giving away a little
pamphlet of a most interesting kind. At the head of it we read: "The
Gospel of St. J oho, third chapter, and sixteenth verse." It contains a
specimen of many translations issued by the Society. Our work has
three great divisions. There are twenty-one specimens of translations
in the isolating or monosyllabic languages, such as the Chinese, the
various colloquial dialects of the Chinese, the Japanese, and languages of
that class. We have 112 specimens of the agglutinating languages, such
as the pure African, the pure American, Malayan, Papuan, and Polynesian.
There are eighty-two specimens of the Aryan or Indo-European languages,
beginning with the Sanscrit, and stretching west to the Teutonic, and
thus including our own. In all this makes 215. Fifty of them to some
extent existed in 1804, when our Society began its work, but from
this it will be seen that God has raised np earnest and devoted men.
full of the Holy Ghost, who since that time have made no less than
165 fresh translations. . Sometimes only a Gospel is as yet translated;
sometimes the New Testament; sometimes the entire Bible. The work
is constalltly going on. At this moment the Society is assisting more
thar\ fifty translations and revisions, as it is felt to be of the greatest
importance to get the most perfect translations. Let me give one instance. We are now carrying through the press a translation of the
entire Scriptures in Aneityumese. In 1872 we printed the New Testament. The Rev. J olm Inglis has just returned to England after
twenty-five years' missionary labour in the island of Aneityum, bringing
with him the completed work. The fact that makes this work so
interesting is, that twenty-nine years ago the people of this island were
cruel, savage cannibals, but, through the teaching of the Word of God,
all became Christians.
Another reason for gratitude to God is, that the circulation during
the year which terminated on the 31st of March was the very largest
in the history of the Society, except during the French and German
war. It amounted to 2,943,597. To those of us who believe that one
single portion, under the power of the Holy Spirit of God, may be the
means of leading a soul to Christ, this circulation will be a source of
thankfulness and a fresh motive for earnest prayer.
In Europe especially there has been a vast increase in the distribution
of the Scriptures. Let me mention three instances. Germany absorbed
332,165 copies, Austria, 233,136, and Northern and Southern Russia
very nearly four hundred tho.usand copies of Bibles, Testaments, :md
portions of Scripture. '
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I will give a brief account of some of the countries where the Society
has laboured, as a specimen of the character of its work, of the openings
afforded by our heavenly Father, and of the blessing which rests
.
upon it.
Let me take the country I first mentioned-Germany. You will
realize its importance by considering that it is the heart of continental
Europe, and in many respects the intellectual centre of the modern
world. Its philosophy, theology, and general literature have in recent
times influenced the thinking of other nations to a, greater extent than
those of any other people. To permeate Germany, then, with the spirit
of the Bible would be to sweeten the waters of this great intellectual
stream at their source.
Now the Rev. G. P. Davies, our indefatigable agent, has under his
care between sixty and seventy colpotteurs, who are chosen on account
of their Christian character, and because, having received into their own
hearts the truths of God's Word, they earnestly desire to make that book
known to their fellow-countrymen. A glance at their work will show
its character, and the way in whichi;bey are fitted to carry it on.
A colporteur who labours in the Berlin district says, "The number of
men out of employment almost exceeds belief. Had I food to offer,
instead of Bibles, how often should I have been a welcome guest! Yet
some were glad to see even me. I found a mother, in the deepest
poverty, watching by the bedside of her dying child. She was in
despair. I held out to her God's WorJ as the only consolation. She
scraped together four groscbens-it was her all. I left the house, praying,
'Lord, have pity on the poor!'
In another house I found a woman
who had long wished for a Bible. She had even written to her parents
to beg for her old school Bible, but in vain. She went into the next
room to ask her husband's leave to buy. He sat sad an..d silent. I
went in and said, 'I hear you have no Bible j now that God has sent it
into your house, will you let it go out again ~' The man and woman
exchanged looks, and the woman went and fetched the money. She
then said, 'If we buy the Bible, six and a half groschens (about eightpence) is all that we have to live upon until Saturday night.' It was
then Thursday morning. 'It can't be helped, wife,' he said j 'let us make
'.
sure of the Bible.' The Bible was bought."
Let me mention a fact from Dantzic, which shows how God gives His
servants wisdom to speak in His name. In a workshop, a colporteur
found among the mechanics two God-fearing men. Each at once bought
a Bible. Une of them bought also a New Testament to give to a
Roman Catholic comrade. Whilst this was going on the master entered.
He literally raged and raved. " You fools! 11 he said j "are you going to
turn the workshop upside down with your mad fancies ~ 11 The colporteur quietly said, "This madness would be a great gain for you."
"How so ~" he replied. "Because the book that makes the people
ma,d, makes them sober, honest, and industrious--makes them, in a
word, Christ's servants, and Christ's servants are true to their masters
and to all other men." He became quiet, and the workmen crowded
around and purchased copies of the Scriptures.
Among both rich and poor these men work, and one of them furnishe3
the following incident: "I went to Field-Marshal Count Von Moltke's
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castle. In the kitchen I sold several copies, and asked the servants to
show the books to his Excellency. 'There is no thought of such a
thing,' said the servant; 'we never trouble his Excellency with such
trifles j besides, he is not at home, he:is out walking.' On leaving the
castle I met the Count. He was returning, accompanied by his adjutant
and friends. He called me to him, and asked what books I had.
'Bibles, your Excellency.' 'That is good/ said he. 'N 0 living man
ought to be without a Bible.' He purchased a copy of each sort I had,
asked me. many questions, and I went away much pleased with the
reception I had met with on the part of this great man."
Let me mention one other fact from Germany which contains in it a
solemn warning, suited to the present day. The colporteur thus tells it :
"I entered a dwelling, and was received by a young married woman. I
offered my books. ' My husband is not at home,' was her reply. 'Books
are my husband's business, not mine. Besides, we are Catholics, and do
not read the Bible.' ' Why not 7' , Our priests forbid it.' 'But God
enjoins it, and I should think this is a case where God must be obeyed
rather than men. You do not wish to belong to them,' I added, 'of
whom the Good Shepherd complains" "Ye will not come to Me that ye
may have life.'"
She became very thoughtful. I offered up a short
prayer, and read her the seventeenth chapter of J olm. It moved her
deeply, and she bought a Bible. She then told me the sad story of
what had cast a blight on her own religious life and that of her husband.
'Seven years ago,' she related, 'we were married. As usual before
marriage, my husband and I went to confession. The old parish priest
confessed him in one vestry, his young curate me in another. I took
the ~atter very. earnestly, and confessed minutely and sincerely and
penitently as before God j but the young priest began to press me ill
such language and with such questions as I had never been pressed
with before, and which filled me with shame and indignation to the
very depths of my soul. I wept bitterly. I, of course, could not follow
him in this terrible path, and he refused me absolution. I went, weeping
convulsively, into the other vestry, told the old priest what had occurred,
and he at once received my confession, absolved me,· and we were
married, but that terrible day I shall never, never forget j and, since
our wedding day, neither I nor my husband have ever set foot within
the walls of a church again; but I feel a painful void in my heart,
and have often asked myself,' " Would it be a sin to visit a Protestant
church 7"' What counsel I gave this poor tortured soul you can well
imagine. I left God's Word in her hands. May it find its way into
her and her husband's hearts! 11
·Will you not earnestly pray that the seed which is being thus sown
throughout Germany may be watered by the Holy Spirit of God 7
(To be eontitltud.)

THE Scriptures are a word of power beyond that of any creature;
pulling down strongholds, casting down imaginations, and every high
thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into
c:tptivity every thought to the obedience of Christ (2 Cor. x. 4-6).
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SERMONS BY THE LATE REV. DANIEL FOLEY, D.D.,
Professor of Iris!; in T?'inity College, IJublin.
SERMON

IX,

(Conciudedj?'o?lljJage 435.)

"

Now, in the second place, the abuse or ignorance of the true doctrine
of the Spirit's teaching has ever been the fruitful source of error,
enthusiasm, and extravagance of different kinds. And here I would
mention one general principle which would, if understood, prove a corrective against all errors on this subject-that the office of the Holy Ghost •
now, since the revelation of God is completed, is not to bring in new
ordinances, to unfold new truth altogether to anyone's mind, but to
expound, and declare, and bring home with power to the head and heart
what is already written in God's Word, by which alone we are to "try the
spirits whether they are of God;" to bring them to the law and to the
testimony, that, if they speak not according to that standard, we may
see that they have no light in them. And it is indeed strange that
the apparently opposite extremes of error on this matter should agree
in rejecting this simple principle. The Church of Rome rejects it
when she asserts the power in the Church, by virtue of the Spirit's
presence with her, to add new articles to the faith, to impose new
burdens on God's people, which neither Christ nor His apostles imposed,
and to bring in her traditions and her infallibility, till the simple faith
of Christians becomes too ponderous for man's understanding, not to
say contradictory to right reason; and, while she admits the necessity of
the Spirit's teaching, she more than nullifies its use by asserting that
the voice of the Holy Ghost can never be heard to enlighten, comfort,
and sustain the soul of any individual; but must be heard, if at all,
through the instrumentality of popes and cardinals-that He can only
utter His voice to His people through the decretals and decrees of
opposing bulls, and contradicting councils.
The heresy of Montanus of old-of the Irvingites and Quakers in
modern times-just ends in the ,same result, that God's '\Vord is not a
complete'revelation, and that by them individually the Holy Ghost communicates a new revelation, not found, it may be, in His Word; mistaking
their natural excitement, or endeavouring to impose their hypocrisy,
as the voice of the Spirit of truth, who certainly is not the Author of
their confusion; and covertly, though not avowedly, laying claim to
infallibility and perfection-at least, during these favoured momentsand 1'...lasphemously making this sacred Agent the Author of their mistakes, their follies, and extravagance.'
'
Other mistakes' on this subject one sometimes meets among ourselves, and some of our' orthodox Dissenting brethren, when they
try ana. persuade us that they feel the Spirit's voice in a kind, of
sensible, inward, instinctive consciousness, somewhat like the extraordinary impressions cummunicated to the prophets. This mistake proves
the fmitflll source of-enthusiasm and spiritual pride, and often leads
to many fatal and disgraceful delusions, and is very foreign to that
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Spirit "of power, and love, and of a sound mind," which God communicates to His people.
We must not mistake, either, for the Spirit's voice that, excitement
of our natural powers which may be produced in various ways, where
no •new principles of faith and holiness are implanted. We must not
mistake for it the excitement of our natural fears, or hopes, or joys; nor
that conscience which may be aroused to perform her office in particular
instances of accusing man of his misdeeds, or of alarming him for the
consequence;, nor mllst we mistake for it a natural conviction of the
importance and evidence of certain truths, only ending, after all, in an
unfruitful form of godliness, without its vital power. Nor can these
resemblances to the Spirit's work he otherwise distinguished from His
real operation, than by theit· fruits in after conduct. The convictioris,
hopes, and fears of naturt>, and those wrought in the heart by the Holy
Ghost. are seeds so like, that they cannot certainly be known by the
individual under their influence, nor by others, till they have been sown
a little time, and produce their respective plants. It will then be easily
seen whether the fruits are br man's unrenewed nature, or of the Spirit
of God. That which comes from God leads back again to God; that
which ends in self-inflation, self-exaltation, self-confidence, is natural
excitement-is of the earth earthly. It will be easily seen, from this
view of the case, that we cannot approve of fixing necessarily the year,
month, day, and moment when the Spirit began the vital change. This
cannot be certainly known till after it takes place. Laying down a stringent rule on the matter will encourage enthusiasm and hypocritical
profession, and will discourage honest inquirers who may have no such
point of time to refer to, no sermon or exhortation to which to date
the beginning of their spiritual life, though they may kn'ow themselves
to be partakers of that life. They may know it by their sighs of
penitence, by the spirit of prayer and supplication, by the love of God
shed abroad in their hearts, by their grasp of the promises of the Word,
by the dawnings of bright hope, by the sacred and secret communications
of the Lord, by their genuine repentance towards God and living
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. In all these ways they may feel the
beams of the Sun of Rightevusness expelling their inward blindness,
though they may not have perceived His rising; as a man cannot be
persuaded he does not see t,he sun shine, even though he did not
perceive it rising. I would not be supposed to deny, however, that
many of the Lord's people know the time and place when the Spirit
sealed the Word to their heart, but that all do necessarily know it,
and that any can be certain of it till its reality is established by future
experience.
'
Now, my brethren, I come, in the last place, to dwell a few moments
on the genuine testimony and effects of the Spirit's teaching on the
Lord's people. The great work of the Holy Ghost is to take of the
things of Jesus, which are 1C1'itten in His Word, and show them to the
soul of the saint, and to work mightily in him by their reception. And
here let me say that, whatever be the amount of lip profession about
the Gospel-whatever be our intellectual perception of the scheme of
grace-we know as much'in reality, and only as much, about the truth,
as we do of the power of it in bringing our hearts to God j and it is
2 R
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not a clear and Scriptural creed to repeat with our lips, however
valuable such a creed may be in itself j nor ~s it fiery zeal without
Christian charity, nor ardent party spirit (the more of which party spirit
Christian people generally have, the less of divine unction). None of
these can do more than supply Satan with an ingenious device to amuse
conscience and keep the soul from the living God. When the blessed
Spirit convinces His people of sin, then He leads them to the Saviour
who came into the world to save sinners. When He convinces them of
righteousness, it is because Jesus has wrought and perfected the work
for them. When He convinces of judgment, it is because He has formed
Christ in them, the hope of glory. His testimony is concerning Jesus.
He comforts the distressed conscience by leading to "the fountain open
for sin and uncleanness." He shows the spiritual beggar the inexhaustible
fUnd of grace and mercy laid up in Him. He comforts the poor, tried,
harassed soul in the midst of trials, sorrows, and affliction, by leading to
the Man of Sorrows and boundless, unutterable sympathy, the God-Man
Mediator. And oh, what a wondrous suitableness does the Spirit discover in Jesus to all the sinner's woes and wants, and how sweetly He
shows that security hangs not on man's worthiness, but God's faithfulness
and truth j not on man's fickleness, but on God's unchangeableness j not
on man's weakness, but His omnipotence j not on man's obedience, but
on His love.
It is a great mark of the Spirit's work when the sinner is truly
humble before God. His children, after long experience in the divine
life, feel themselves but babes-still as helpless as ever j as entirely
dependent on pardoning mercy and preserving power j must lean as
entirely on the arm that never tires j must trust as solely to the· strength
that is never exhausted. They feel the corruption which still disturbs
their peace j and the more they subdue it, and the nearer they walk with
God, the more vile they will feel themselves-the lower will their lips be
to the dust. It has been remarked of St. Paul that, as' he advanced in
the life of faith, his confessions became more humble. At one time, he
says, he was "not worthy to be called an apostle" (an apostle, you see),
because he had persecuted the Church of God. After that, he says that
he was" less than the least of all saints" (only than the least of all swints),
but, when he came near the time of his departure, he calls himself" the
chief of sinners."
My dear brethren, we are apt to think that the Spirit only works
in us when we are on the mount, and in the enjoyment of the light of
God's countenance. We are willing enough to think that consoling communications are of the Lord, but much inclined to dOUbt that humbling
views are equally of Him j but it is as much the Spirit's gracious dealing
to cast us down 'betimes, to reprove us of 'sin and wretched infirmity, to
dry us up as a withered plant, to keep us low and dejected, to throw
a cloud over our spiritual vision, as the opposite of all these. Thus He
deals with us in the way of sovereignty and grace, and to prepare us to
recognize the hand whence comes the "joy of the Lord, which is our
strength," and to make the enjoyment which He will afterwards give us
so exquisite when, through the sermon, or through the prayer, or through
some other ordinance, He leads us directly up to Christ, the true Object
of our hope and joy j when He tells us of Jesus as our great High Priest j
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the greatness, the freeness, the efficacy, and the all-sufficiency of His
work for all our wants j and convinces us of His tenderness with us in
all our unbelieving frames and sinful infirmities.
May the Holy Spirit lead us here present to clearer and more comforting views of' Jesus, and preserve us in His faith and fear unto His
eternal kingdom.
GLORYING IN THE LORD.
NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED AT AYLESTONE CHURCH, LElCES'l'ER,
ON THURSDAY, JULY 11, 1878, BY THE REV. H. D. SEWELL, l\f.A., .vICAR
OF HEADCORN.

+.,

v

"God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lm'd Jesus
Christ, by whom the world is cmcified unto 'lne, and I unto the world."GAL. vi. 14.
THE Epistle to the Galatians brings before us a state of things
in that Church not unlike what exists in our own at this present
time. We ascertain from the Epistle that, when the Apostle came
to Galatia, he found there "some that troubled the Ohurch, and would
pervert the Gospel of Ohrist j" and we gather from the tenor of the
letter that these were will-worshippers, who taught' the necessity of
carnal ordinances in order to· salvation: " Except ye be circumcised
after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be .saved" (Acts xv. 1). They
demanded the observance of circumcision and other outward ordinances,
as the Apostle says, "to make a fair show in the flesh, that. they might
glory in the flesh" (Gal. vi. 12, 13), forgetting that "they that are in
the flesh cannot please God" (Rom. viii. 8).
But, as he further iutimates, such is not the glorying of the believer.
Salvation is life from the dead, and the Apostle teaches that. the
flesh has not to do with life, but with death (Rom. viii. 5-7) j so that
no worship which has the flesh for its basis, or that is mixed up with
it as a principle of salvation, can be in any way acceptable to God.
To "mortify the flesh with the affections and lusts" is good; to trust
in such a work for salvation is evil, and opposed to that Gospel
which St. Paul preached. It works death, not life, in its observers
(Gal. i. 8, 9).
In our day, as it has been for centuries, Popery is the embodiment
of this system. If we look to Papery, making the Word of God of
none effect by its tradition's, we see this corruption of death in full
operation. There is not in that system a single evidence of life, though
it groans under a heavy burden of will-worship and carnal ordinances.
Like its own Pope, exposed after death to the gaze of the multitude,
it is gorgeous outwardly with the trappings of priestly magnificence,
but "within are dead men's bones and all uncleanness." Its deluded
followers are taught to be satisfied with the outward trappings. It matters
not to them that the life is wanting. They rest upon their will-worshiptheir formal and oft-repeated prayers and vain repetitions.
Tl].e body
is engaged with fasts and mortifications; the soul pines and lies dead
in its sepulchre. Without is form and show j within is death! Is not
such rightly called "a system of death" 1 and are we not justified in
2
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using the same tel;m to designate any system in which the same
working is apparent, where the same results are visible 1
In these systems even God's ordinances are perverted. Thus, circumcision was an ordinance of God, and, in its proper place, like all God's
commandments, was good and to be observed j but when, by false
teachers, it was placed in the room of Christ, it was perverted, and
the Holy Ghost declared, "In Christ Jesus circumcision availeth
riothing." To the moles and to the bats with it! If it stands in the
way of Christ and His salvation, it has been diverted from the position
and purpose for which it was given of God to His people. Take it
out of the way! And therefore it is that the Apostle says, "God
forbid 'that I should glory in circumcision, God's ordinance though
it be!"
In like manner we also have our Christian ordinances, given of God
for our comfort and instruction, and, like circumcision of old, intended to
teach deep spiritual things to the family of God.
Thus, if circumcision taught the necessity of putting away the flesh, baptism teaches
the need of being baptized by and into the Spirit of Christ, "without
which we are none of His" (Rom. viii. 9). As it was not the removal
of the atom of flesh which made the Jew, already such by birthright,
so it is not the sprinkling of water which makes the Christian a child·
of God, already His "according to the good pleasure of His will." So,
again, in regard to the Lord's Supper, the Holy Spirit teaches us "the
flesh 'pro.fiteth nothing j" but, as bread and wine sustain the body, so
must the soul feed on Christ, in whom our life is hid, and the Lord's
Supper teaches us this need. But, if these ordinances, given of God
for this flspecial purpose of instruction and comfort-these channels
used of Him to fertilize the soul-be, like the water-courses of the
Incas of Peru, broken up so as to divert the stream of life from its
proper purpose, the end can only be desolation instead of beauty- death
instead of life. They profit nothing-'nay, they become a gin and a
snare. I am"speaking, be it observed, not against God's ordinances, but
against man's perversion of them.
There are now those in our own favoured land-and they are an
increasing number-who are so perverting these ordinances, who are
making savio)lrs of them, who are putting them. in the place of Jesus,
who are substituting them for Christ crucified, who hesitate not to
turn them aside from the purpose for which God gave them, and who
dishonour Christ by turning away the thoughts of the poor penitent from
"the blessed and only Potentate, God, over all blessed for ever," to
these, when so used and so perverted, "beggarly elements." Diverted
from their proper course, even the ordinances of God make His Word
of none effect by man's traditions. The result is the same in every
case of will-warship-wherever man's works are mixed up with Christ's
perfect and finished work-far more when they are substituted for it.
There we see the principle of- death at work, and the agency of him
who has the power of dflath-the' devil, whom Christ came to destroy
(Heb. ii. 14). .
•
A mighty struggle is going on in our land-the,battle of darkness against
light, of Satan against Christ-a gathering of the devil's agents against
the children of God. It may be the last battle and the victory which
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restores Ohrist to His people and Ohurch may be nearer at hand than
we suppose. "The adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body," for
which we wait, may be at the very door. Mtanwhile the struggle is
bitter, and the souls of God's children are much discouraged. But this
- we know, the Lord is on our side, and the end is sure victory against
-the enemies of our salvation-Satan bound, and cast into the lake of
fire, and Ohrist's Ohurch triumphant.
Such, as it seems to me, is the present state of things in regard to
the Ohurch in England. At the Reformation, light burst through
surrounding darkness, and gave hope of the breaki.ng of that morning
which will know no close. But, alas! wherever unregenerate man ia
found, he is man the self-willed, man ignorant of God's ways, man the
presumptuous and disobedient. A holy Apostle could say, "God forbid
that I should glory, save in the cross of Ohrist crucified." But has it.
been so here 7 There have been in our land burning and shining lights,
'of which the world was not worthy. God be thanked for them! But the
nation has not been converted. We have passed through strata of various
density. We have gone through the stratum of worldliness and sensuality.
We have had coldness and indifference. We have had Ohrist's Godhead
placed in the background, and we have had the conglomerate of Ohrist
and man-Ohrist supplying the small modicum which self-satisfied man
found himself unable to accomplish. Man the fir~t in the work of
salvation-Ohrist his adjutant. And now, forsooth, we are called to stretch
out the right hand of fellowship to fallen and apostate Ohurches-to be
confederate with Jezebel, and with beaming smiles to lisp, "Ben-hadad,
he is my brother! "-to glory in the flesh-to join hands with those who
dishonour Ohrist as the alone Saviour. But I call on every true-hearted
child of God to lift his hand to heaven and sa.y, " God for.bid that I should
glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Ohrist, by whom the world
is crucified unto me, and I unto the world."
Salvation is a,n infinite work, planned from everlasting by God Himself,
and to be accomplished only " after the counsel of His own will" by the
finished work of Ohrist. The believing children of God are the objects
of it, for every believer in Ohrist, according to God's everlasting purpose, has eternal life abiding in him. Death is destroyed, being overlaid
by life. And who, in dying man, can alone effect this work but Ohrist, .
"BIe Lord of life and glory "-the true God and Eternal Life 7 For
the believer's present, - as well as eternal happiness, this salvation
is wrought out. It was the Father's object in planning it that
His own beloved ones should have the benefit of it, and that glory
should redound to Himself thereby; and, in the fulness of time, He
sent His own dear Son, under the terms of the everlasting covenant,
"God manifest in the flesh," to carry His purpose of love to sinners
into effect. He sent Him to give eternal life to as many as the Father
had given to Him, nor did He cease His mighty work till He could
say, "~ have finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do."
•
The cause of salvation is the will of the Father from everlasting:
"I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with everlasting love have I drawn thee" .(Jer. xxxi. 3). The means used by
the Father are the incarnation of His well-beloved Son, the Lord Jesus
Ohrist, who is One with and inseparable from Himself; and by His'
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death upon the cross, extending necessarily to all His members in living
and eternal union with Himself, "He hath destroyed him that hath the
power of death" (Heb. ii. 14). That is the cross-the dying Jesus,
. with bleeding and extended hands and head and feet-in which we
glory, as well we may. God forbid that we should glory either in golden
crosslets dangling by ladies' sides, or hanging round the necks of so-called
priests; still less in the carved crucifix, the labour of men's hands,
which God has forbidden to be made or used. We glory in Christ,
because He has wrought salvation for us. We glory in Christ, because
our life is hid with Him in God. We glory in Christ, because He has
gone before to prepare a place for us. We glory in Christ, because He
has said, "Where I am, there shall ye be also." We glory in Christ,
because" as many as are led by the Spirit, they are the sons of God:
and if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ."
We glory in Christ, because He has delivered us from this evil world,
and also from the evijl to c.ome. We glory in Christ, because in Him we are
crucified to the word, and the world to us. vVe glory in Christ, because
He is jn us the hope of glory. We glory in Christ, because in Him we are
both dead and risen again, Shall we not, then, give to Christ, to whom it
.is wholly due, and to Him alone, the whole honour of our salvation,
dashing to the ground and treading underfoot all will-worship and
carnal ordinances, and whatsoever may be put in competition or even in
conjunction with Him, in the finished work of His children's salvation 7
Shall we not, with the Apostle and with the redeemed Church in all
ages, with one voice proclaim the profession of our faith, and make
earth and sky re-echo to the sound-a glad one-to the. whole body of
Christ, the witnesses of the race we have to run, and of the battle we
have to fight "against principalities and powers, against the rulers of
the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places" 7
I say, shall not the battle-cry of Christ's fedeemed ones on. earth, and
of us among the number, be, "God forbid that I should glory, save in
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the woPId is crucified
unto me, and I unto the world" 7 Yes, verily.
But here a question presents itself for our individual consideration
-mine as well as yours. Are we among the crucified ones-cfucified
to the world, dead to sin-and is the world crucified to us 7 God's
unerring Word declares, "All have sinned, and come short of the
glory of God;" and it is recorded, "The soul that sinneth it shall die."
Have we, then, died unto sin once, like our beloved Lord 7 and are we,
like Him, dead unto sin, but alive tmto God 7 No material death has
passed over us. The thread of life has not been broken. VVc are still
here, the living to praise Him. Yet the record stands plain and clear,
"The soul that sinneth it shall die." Must we, then, all die-all be
separated from Him who is " the Life, the true God and Eternal Life" 7
Thanks be to God, no I-a thousand times, no! "Thanks be to God,
who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." Thanks
for the promise to the redeemed, "Thy dead shall live, together
with my dead body shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye that dwell
in dust" (Isa. xxvL 19). Thanks for the still .more blessed assurance
conveyed in our blessed Lord's communion with His Father and our
Father, with His God and our God: "Neither pray I for these alone, but
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for them also which shall believe on Me through their word; that they
all may be one j as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also
may be one in us: that the world may believe that Thou hast sent Me.
And the glory which Thou gavest Me I have given~hem; that they
may be one, even as vVe are One: I in them, and Thou in Me, that
they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that
Thou hast sent Me, and hast loved them, as Thou hast loved Me.
Father, I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me
where I am; that they may behold My glory, which Thou hast given
Me: for Thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the world. 0
righteous Father, the world hath not known Thee: but I have known
Thee, and these have known that Thou hast sent Me. And I have
declared unto them Thy name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith Thou hast loved Me may be in them, and I in them" (John
xvii. 20-26).
Recreated in Christ, the old man is dead and crucified in Him.
"Old things have passed away; behold, all things' have become new."
" Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with Him, [blessed union !]
that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should
not serve sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin" (Rom. vi. 6, 7).
"Planted together in the likeness of His death, we shall be also in
the likeness of His resurrection" (Rom. vi. 5). We shall not die, but
live! Blessed union! blessed hope! blessed certainty, all wrought out
for us in Christ. "Stand fast, therefore, brethren, in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free "-free from sin and death-"and be not
again entangled in the yoke of bondage." "Christ is become of no
effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are
fallen from grace. For we through the Spirit wait for the hope. of
righteousness by faith." Amen and amen.
SAFETY IN THE LORD.
RECOLLECTING the manifold and most disastrous calamities which have
of late, in so sudden and varied a manner, huried s6 many hundreds
into vast·eternity, I felt at the family altar this morning so deep a sense
of the need of divine guardianship and care. Shortly after leaving
home, once again to mingle with the busy throng, I met with a familiar
face which I had. for some weeks missed from the active scenes with
which he was so identified. Upon inquiry, I found that some two
months ago, and just after I had last spoken to him, a package had of
a sudden rolled down upon him, as he stood with his back towards it,
and fractured his leg! "It was done," said he, "in a moment!" Thus
was I confirmed in the impression of the morning, as to the ever-constant
need of divine care and keeping. So important a business-place is the
establishment where this accident occurred, that upon an average, some
four or five hundred packages, small or large, pass in and out of it every
day. The superintendence of this vast amount of transit has devolved
upon him of whom I speak; but, notwithstanding all the care and the
experience of so many years, this so unsuspected an event occurs, as he
said, "in a moment." Ah! reader, well may we exclaim, day by day
and hour by hour, "Hold Thou me up, and I shall be safe."
D.
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THE LIFE AND DOCTRINE OF ROMAINE.,\I
A SER~lON PREACHED IN ST. HILDA'S CHURCH, HARTLEPOOL, ON SUNDAY
EVENING, _FEBRUARY 27TH, 1876, BY THE REV. G. T. FOX, 0:-< THE
OCCASION OF ERECTING A TABLET TO THE MEUORY OF THE REV. W.
RO~IAINE IN THAT CHURCH.
WE regret that so invaluable a document should have so long remained
unnoticed among the many papers and publications which come into
our hands. A severe cold, however, confining us to the study, has led
to our perusal of the sermon at the present jllncture. Did space permit,
we would gladly' inser.t the whole of it in these pages. We must,
however, content ourselves with extracts. At the same time, as au old
lover and admirer of the writings of the immortal ROMAINE, we cannot
do less thau here tender our heartfelt' thanks to Mr. Fox (and in so
doing we are sure we shall express the feelings of all those who revere
the man for his work's sake) for the noble way in which he has perpetuated the memory of so great and Christ-exalting a labourer in
the vineyard of the Lord of hosts. He" being dead, yet speaketh"
by his writings, especially by the work from which Mr. Fox has so
largely. quoted iu his sprmon, namely, ROMAINE'S "Life, Walk, and
Triumph of Faith." In the introductory observations, the preacher
says:_
,WILLIAM ROMAINE was born in this town in the year 1714 j the
house is still standing within a few yards of the west end of this church
in the High Street, south-west corner of St. Mary's Street, and is at
present used as a butcher's shop.
His father was a French Protestant, who, for his Bible and his
religion, forsook his native land, sacrificed his fortune, and settled as
refugee in this town of Hartlepool after the Revocation of the Edid of
Nantes, in 1685.
The benevolence of this man, and the practical character of his
religion, are illustrated by an anecdote which occurred in the latter part
of his life. During a severe famine, the price of corn rose so high as to
create a mob in Hartlepool. The elder ROMAINE was a corn merchant.
Whilst other mtlrchants refused to sell their corn, he sold out the whole
of his to the poor at one-third of tlnJ market price. However mueh
this act may be criticised by political economists, there can be no doubt
of the evidence it furnishes of the benevolence of the man, and the
practical character of the religion -he professed.
WILLU.M ROMAINE was the son of this good man, and, having been
brought up by godly parents, he became an eminent servant of God, and
accomplished a great work, during a long life, in reviving those great
Scriptural Evangelical truths which, since the immoral days of Charles
II., had been almost entirely lost sight of in the Church of England.
Hi.s early education he got at Houghton-Ie-Spring Grammar School, in
tIns county, after which he remove~ to Oxford, where he used his time
to such good purpose as to have called forth the following eulogium from
a master of one of the colleges, who, being asked by a friend, "Who is
that slovenly person 1" replied, "That iilovenly person, as you call him, is
>If Seeley, Jackson, and Halliday, 54, Fleet Street, London.
Hartlepool. Andrews, Durham. .
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one of the greatest geniuses of his age, and is likely' to be one of the
greatest men in the kingdom."
His biographer bears the following testimony to the character and
faithfulness of his preaching, which, notwithstanding the exercise of
judgment and prudence, was too faithful to escape the offence of the
cross, which raised him up many opponents :" Having received the ministry of light and truth, he fainted not in the
discharge of it, nor had recourse to _the hidden things of dishonesty to
recommend it; but used great plainness of speech, that, by manifestation
of the truth, he might commend himself to every man's conscience in the
sight of God. He spoke freely of the manners of the great, and
endeavoured to bring them to an acquaintance with their own heart, as the
seat and source of all iniquity; and with Jesus Christ, as the great
Purifier of the heart, through faith in His blood."
I shall now proceed to illustrate some of those great Gospel principles
which formed the staple both of his preaching and of his own p~rsonal
experience-of his preaching because it was his experience, the only kind of
p'reachinq worth anything. Thus, like our blessed Lord Himself, he could
say, "We speak that we do know, and testify,that we have seen."
1. The first doctrine, then, held by J:{UMAINE, which lies at the foundation of all 'Scriptural spiritual experience, was the new birth-the
absolute necessity of a man"s being born again. To use our Saviour's
own words, "Ye must be born again;" and, "Except a man be born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."
In his" Triumph of Faith," he gives us the following description of
his own experience in reference to this great fundamental change of state
and nature ; " I was even as others once-by nature a child of wrath, and an heir of ,
misery. I was going on in the broad way of destruction, careless and
secure, and I am quite astonished to see the danger that I was in. I
tremble to behold the precirice which I was ready to fall over when Jesus
opened mine eyes, and, by the light of His Word and Spirit, showed me
my guilt and my danger, and put it into my heart to flee from the wrath
to come."
Elsewhere he exclaims, " Oh, what am I, that such a sinner as I am
should be thus highly favoured 1 A child of wrath by nature, even as
others, and by practice, having sinned long with greediness against light
and conviction, sinning and sorrowing, sorrowing and sinning, from year
to year, a slave to the lust of the flesh, to the lust of the eyes, and the
pride of life, every moment fit and, ripe for hell !
" Oh, what a monument of infinite patience and longsuffering-spared
from day to day, and at last called to the saving knowledge of Jesus!
Oh, what exceeding riches of grace are these~that the Father should
choose me in the Beloved, and give Him to save me from sin and misery;
that He should send His Spirit to quicken me, and to enable me to believe
that there was mercy in Jesus for me, even for me, and plenteous
redemption! "
[We rejoice that Mr. Fox laid so great a stress upon experimental
preaching. We know that it exposes the advocate of such preaching to
the charge of egotism.: but such charge is a libel upon the truth, and is
only a subterfuge. It is a mere excuse for the lack of it. Such objectors
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take refuge under the text, " We preach not ourselves, but Ohrist Jesus
the Lord; and ourselves your servants, for Jesus' sake." Did the Psalmist
wish to "preach himself," or to foster the pride of his own heart, when he
exclaimed, "Come, all ye that fear God, and I will declare to you what
Hehath done for my soul" 1 If a man had been rescued from a fire,
'where he and his family were sleeping in ignorance, would he be thought
to be calling attention to himself if, with a warm heart and a free tongue,
he told of the wonderful. and timely way in which a certain man had
aroused and rescued him 1 If a man had been apparently dying, and a
skilful doctor had, instrumentally, saved him at the eleventh honr, would
he be thought an egotist if he described his hopeless condition, and then
testified of the skill and perseverance of his medical attendant 1 If these
be worthy of being named, how much more He who saved us from dying
eternally by His own death 1 who washed us in His own heart's blood 1]
'When seventy years of age, a mature Ohristian of well-nigh halhcentury's experience, he made (says the preacher) the following record of
this the gre-at original work of grace upon his soul :" When I look back, I would be all adoration. I was a ruined man-a
sinner, guilty, helpless, miserable. Oh, what sovereign grace to make me
a new man! 'Who can tell (I cannot) how great the love was which
provided a Saviour for such a rebel 1 'What patience-how infinite! I
might have been many years ago in hell, and most justly, and now I adore
- the longsuffering of God, which kept me out of it. He had purposes of
love toward me, which He made known in His own time and way. It
was sovereign love which brought me to know myself, and to know Jesus.
His own Holy Spirit began and carried on the work. He opened mine
eyes to understand the Scriptures. He gave me to believe their truth,
and to feel their power; and now I set my seal to every word in them,
finding God to be true and faithful-true in the promise, faithful in the
fulfilment."
[Well does Mr. Fox remark:-]
Now the man who wrote these bitter things against himself, who thus
graphically describes the great revolution and disruption which took place
in his soul, had just as much religion and as good morals before this
transformation, as many of you now present have.
.
Did he spend the next fifty years of his life reading the Scriptures, and
constantly praying to God, under a delusion; or was this a real spiritual
revelation from God to his soul, resulting in his new birth from aboye 1
In short, was he right, and are you' wrong, or the contrary 1 There are
those now present who have never been born again, hence they have
never known themselves, and have never known Jesus. Having been
born blind, they are blind still; the result is, they cannot see the true
nature and intensity of sin, nor themselves as sinners; there is no selfloathing, no fleeing to Jesus for refuge. I would ask those self-satisfied
souls, who are asleep in a state of carnal conformity to the world, and
are trying to persuade themselves that all is well, Have you ever seen
and felt the plague of your own heart 1 Have you tried every method
you could think of to get peace, but in vain 1
Ha ving failed, have you ever betaken yourself to Jesus, and been
most kindly received of Him 1 Again, has the Holy Spirit ever opened
your eyes to understand the Scriptures 1 Has He ever given you to
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believe their truth and feel their power ~ If you have had no such
experience as this, depend upon it you are in a most dangerous state,;
and oh, may our gracious God employ the words spoken to-night to open
your eyes, and awaken your conscience!
[These are home and heart questions indeed, and we rejoice-in the grace
given to the preacher to propose such to his audience. Not a very easy
matter, reader, be assured. Mark the prayer with which such appeal was
followed :-] Oh, Holy Spirit, tear away the veil of nature from before the eyes
of each ignorant, self-righteous sinner present to-night, and by the
exercise of Thine own sovereign grace, make him to know himself as he
is, and Jesus as a complete Saviour!
n. One of the leading truths of Scripture which henceforth occupied
a prominent feature in ROllfAINR'S teaching, was the rich and precious
doctrine of the. imputed fightem,sness of Christ. This was the d?ctrine
which Luther had been honoured of God to restore to the world, after
it had been concealed for centuries by the corrupt Ohurch of Rome,
which substituted in its place the merit of human works.
Although this great truth, the doctrine of justification by faith, had
been embedde<;l by our Reformers in our articles and homilies, so that" he
that runneth may read," yet such is the natural enmity of the human
heart against it, that in ROMAINE'S day it was repudiated by most of the
living teachers in our Church as completely as it had been in the dark
ages of medireval superstition.
For ROM:AINE was reserved the high honour, in conjunction with other
Evangelical Reformers of last century, of restoring this great central truth
of Ohristianity to its proper place. But, though not now repudiated in
theory to the extent it was, yet I know how ignorant numbers are of
this most precious doctrine at the present day, and over how many
hearts it exercises no influence. Hence I want to set it before you as
clearly as I can in a few words.
In the year 1757, ROM:AINE preached two discourses before the
University of Oxford, on" The Lord our Righteousness," which created
a great ferment amongst the leaders of theology, the masters, tutors, al.ld
teachers of that celebrated university, and gave so much offence to the
Vice-Ohancellor and others, that they took efFectual steps to close that
pulpit against ROMAINE to the end of his days. From this anecdote you
may judge of the low state to which our Church had sunk at that day,
and what great need there was for men like ROM:AINE to be raised up to
revive the truth in our midst.
The following is a dogmatic statement on this subject put forth in his
first university sermon :" We are taught by the Ohristian verity that in the divine essence there
are Three Persons of equal glory and majesty; none is before or after
other, none is greater or less than another. Bet,veen these divine Persons
the covenant of grace was 'ordered in all things. and sure,' and from this
covenant the co-equal and co-eternal Three took the names of Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit. The Son, the God-man, undertook, in our nature,
to pay perfect satisfaction to His Father's justice. Accordingly, He paid
the law an infinitely perfect obedience. Then He suffered what was due
to' our breach of the law, and paid the death which we deserved. By this

548

Tlte Gospel Magazine.

obedience and these sufferings, He wrought out an infinitely perfect
righteousness, which, being imputed to the unrighteous, and laid hold of
by the hand of faith, renders them pel'fectly righteous at the bar of
justice. This is the righteousness of God, to which 'every sinner must
submit if he be ever discharged from condemnation. He must receive it
from God as His free gift, without the least merit or deserving; and he
must trust wholly to it, never presuming to add anything of his own as
a condition of justification. These are hard lessons to the pride of our
corrupt hearts. Indeed, it is the hardest lesson of grace to humbl~ us so
far that we can give up the merit of all our fancied good works, and take
the righteousness of God as a free gift. As if God's righteousness was
nQt perfect enough, we are always thinking to add something of our
own to it."
Elsewhere he writes: "If sinners cannot be justified by any inherent
righteousness, what righteousness have they to plead at the bar of justice 1
They have a righteousness absolutely perfect and complete, called in
Scripture, 'the righteousness of God,' because the Lord our Righteousness
contriyed and wrought it out. He came into the world and took flesh in
order to fulfil all righteousness. By His obedience and sufferings He
satisfied all the demaLds of law and justice, and paid that immense debt
which none of us could pay, and hereby He was made of God unto us
righteousness, , for Christ is the end of the law tor righteousness to everyone that believeth.'
"If you ask how the righteousness of Another can be made yours, it
must be in the same way that Chri,st was made sin. He had no sin of
His own, and yet He was made sin by imputation; and believers have no
l'ighteousness of their own, and yet are made righteous by imputation.
Christ had no inherent sin of His own, nor have they any inherent righteousness; but He was made sin by having their sins imputed to Him,
and they are made righteous by having His righteousness imputed to them.
" But the formalist is an enemy to this doctrine. He will not receive
justification by imputed righteousness, but will have his own righteousness
seated on the throne along with Christ.
'
"He falls into this great mistake from his ignorance of the perfect
nature of God'. law, which has made no provision for any failure, but,
for the very first, passes sentence: 'Cursed is everyone that continueth
not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them;'
and, since all have failed, consequently all are under the curse, and can
never be justified by that law which has condemned them. And his
mistake arises also from his ignorance of the Gospel. He takes the
Gospel to be a proposal of terms and conditions, mitigating the rigour of
the law; and so he makes Christ only a milder Law-giver than Moses,
requiring not perfect, but sincere obedience; whereas Christ came to
redeem us from the curse of the law by obeying its precepts and SUffering
its penalties; and our righteousness comes to us from Him as the Fulfiller of
the law, and is received by faith without any of our works or deservings."
The comforting experimental fruits of this most precious doctrine of
Christ.'s righteousness imparted to the sinner by faith, he thus describes in
his " Walk of Faith" :" Consider thy state. Thou art a pardoned sinner, not under the law,
but under grace-freely, fully saved from all thy sins. There is none to

,

Tlte Gospel Magazine.

.

1549

condemn, God having justified thee. He sees thee in His Son, washed in
His blood, clothed in His righteousness, and He embmces Him and thee,
the Head and the members, with the same affection."
[In the warmth of his heart and love for the souls of his hearers, Mr.
Fox adds :-]
Oh, that I could persuade you to "search the Scriptures" carefully,
especially the Epistles to the Romans and the Galatians, that you might'get
thoroughly established in this great and precious truth, the imputed righteousness of Ohrist j that you might experimentally learn how to apprehend
Him by faith, and to possess yourselves of an interest in His blood,
righteousness, and merits.
_,
This is essential to the salvation of your souls, and the sad neglect of
this great dogmatic verity lays the foundation of more deluded, selfdeceiving, or else miserable, terror-stricken deathbeds, than any other
cause whatever.
Here for the present we must close our review of this most excellent
sermon.
(To be continued,)

A DREAM.

t

A\VOKE this morning with a dream fresh upon my mind j and, as it
was somewhat suggestive, I don't think I ought to let it pass unheeded,
but strive to learn and to teach a lesson therefrom. I dreamt that I was
at a certain place of worship j the Rev. C. H. SPURGEON was the preacher,
who, at the close of the service, in a few forcible words, advocated the
cause on behalf of which he had been requested to preach. I
had given nothing upon the present occasion, solacing myself with the
reflection that I had given before to the same object. At the moment Of
mentally indulging this excuse, there came to my mind, rebukingly, in
the most striking manner, the appeal, "And has not the Lord given to
?J01b befoTe? and is He not, notwithstanding those past gifts, constantly giving
to you? A re y01b -not 1'eceiving f1'Om Him day by day and hour by ham'?"
At the moment of these counter-reflections, I thought the collectors were
hringing in the vessels in which they had received the contributions.
I had been passed by, Just, however, as they were placing the said
vessels upon the table, one containing nothing but gold was upset, and
the sovereigns and half-sovereigns ran far and wide upon the floor.
Instantly it was suggested to my mind that I ought to give gold! I
therefore very reluGtantly took out my purse (which I knew contained
a goodly amount of gold, and gold only) for the purpose of giving halhsovereign, when, 10 and behold, as I took out of my pur.,e piece after
piece, instead of gold, I found nothing but silver! The sove1'eigns had
turned into shillings, the halfsovereigns into sixpences! I was amazed.
I could hy no means account for it. The bystanders saw my perplexity.
, As I grasped at pie'ce after. piece, each appearing like gold, they changed
in my hand whilst in the very act of presenting it to the collectors.
I felt, therefore, self-condemned and abashed j it was as though the
all-seeilig, heart-searching God were saying: "I won't have it. Your
so loth and light an offering shall have no place in My work. YOltr
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gold, and your silver too, are 1'ejected. I will not have them." Thought
I, "If my oifm'ing is rejected, so shall I myself be rejected likewise."
Hence I stood aghast and confounded; and in this state I awoke.
And, reader, with my first waking thoughts was the conviction that
it is a dangerous thiug (like Ananias and Sapphira) to "keep back
part of the price." Depend upon it, there are many ways of doing this;
nor can we keep too prominently before the mind the great fact of our
momentary dependence upon divine bounty-of our ceaselessly receiving
at His hand so largely of His most unmerited gifts. Our watchword
ever should be: "Freely ye have 1'eceivecl, freely give."
But there was another feeling likewise took possession of my heart;
it was in regard to the professed offerings and sacrifices of the sanctuary,
so rife in these days, and respecting which we read: "To what purpose
is the multitude of your sacrifices unto Me 1 saith the Lord: I am full of
the burnt offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts; and I delight not
in the blood of bullocks, or· of lambs, or of he goats. When ye come to
appear before Me, who hath required this at your hand, to tread My
courts 1 Bring no .more vain oblations; incense is an abomination unto
Me; the new moons and Sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot
away with; it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting. Your new moons
and your appointed feasts My soul hateth: they are a trouble unto
Me; I am weary to bear them. And when ye spread forth your hands.
I will hide Mine eyes from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, I will
not hear: your hands are full of blood" (Isa. i. 11-15). To the same
effect the Apostle writes at the close of the second chapter of his Epistle
to the Colossians.
September 17th, 1878.
D. A. D.
[Just as we had written the foregoing, we took down a book, and as
God would have it, opened immediately upon the following, which we
never remember to have seen before. If the reader can pe:r::use it without
tears, it is more than we could do. What Spirit-quickened, graceadmiring soul can read such an account of a poor fellow-sinner being
touched by the love of Jesus, but must love and adore in return 1
Reader, mark the contrast of such teaching as set over against the
fleshly efforts of the mimics of Rome, those who, "being ignorant of
God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God."
Verily our soul trembles for these well-called "apists" of the Papists'
these blind leaders of the blind; both of whom (if divine grace prevent
not) will ultimately fall into the ditch of eternal perdition.-ED.]
A

PASTORAL VISIT.

M~ny years ago I visited an aged woman in the city of Bristol, at the

request of her son, who was a man in decent circumstances. He told me
that his mother had been a constant attendant on my ministry, but was now
very aged and infirm, and at the point of death. It was the afternoon of the
day when I reached her house, which was at some distance from my own.
Following my guide, I ascended to the topmost room, and found it meanly
furnished, and so far from clea,ply as to render it unpleasant for me to remain.
I saw lying on a bed before me an, aged female, with her grey hair matted
about her head, her eyes dim with age and disease, and her whole appearance
most painful and repulsive.
"Mother," said her son, "I have brought
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a gentleman to see you." "'iVho is it 1" she mumbled; "I don't know anybody, and can hardly see at all." "I thought," said I, turning to the son,
" that she would not know me.'~ At the sound of my voice, she started, and
aroused herself, saying, "Oh! yes, but I do. Ah! you are the gem'man that
I ha' walked so many a weary mile to listen to, and after my walk on myoId
legs I had always to stand in the aisles as you call 'em for want of room; but I
didn't mind. Oh, often's the time when I waited to pull you hy the sleeve as
you came down from the pulpit and passed me, that I might tell you how I
loved you fOl' talking so much c!bout my old friends and acquaintances! " ,, Your
old friends and acquaintances," I enquired, "whom do you mean 1 You and
your friends are quite strangers to me." "Why, I mean," said she,
"Abraham, Tsaac, and Jacob, and them like. Dear me, didn't you often
tell me how the good old man walked with God, when he went out, not
knowing where he was going to 1 And how poor old Jacob lost his son-dear
Joseph! They bound him fast in the prison, and the iron entered into his
soul; and," continued she, as if talking to herself, "I've got a Joseph. He's
far away from me, and I shall see him no more, but· I shall leave him this
book [a large folio Bible, which had been purchased in separate parts, and which
was lying before her] ; I bought it for him a long while ago. I have got no
other book, only 'The Holy War;' them be all I ever had; but him
[directing her attention to the-Bible] I'll give him; he'll find it wetted in
many places with his old mother's tears. Ah! don't you remember," she
continued, "that poor dear creature who went into the house after Him, and
stood at His feet, and washed 'em with her tears, and wiped 'em with her
hair 1 I got no hair to wipe 'em, but I could wash 'em with tears too, and
they'd not be tears of grief-no, but of love, like her's wa,s, for He said to
her-oh! did not His dear lips say to hed-'Your many sins be all forgiven
you;' and has not He forgiven mine, quite as many as her's 1 and don't I
love Him 1" Then the big· tears rolled down her furrowed cheeks, and her
strong emotions almost choked her utterance; while her hands were clasp!'1d
together and lifted up, as if she would have embraced llomething which she
alone could see. So graphic were her descriptions, and so animated was her
manner, that I stood beside her listening, as it were, entranced, and unmindful of all around me that had seemed unsightly and unpleasant.
The son had quitted the chamber and left us alone; but she, as if heedless
of the presence of anyone, and occupied with her own musings, went on, and
once or twice spoke as if she saw before her the very individuals about whom
she was conversing. "Yes," she exclaimed, "the ill-natured Pharisee-(ah !
them be always ill-natured to poor folks and sinners like me)-buffed her,
and said if the Master knew her, He wouldn't ha' let her come so near Him.
Wouldn't He 1 Ah! he didn't know Him, bless His dear lips and His tender,
loving heart! ' No,' says He, 'she has much forgiven her;' and didn't He look
into her heart, and tell her to go in peace 1 Why, they put Him between
two thieves; they thought to disgrace Him; but He took one of them to
heaven with'lHim! Didn't He make a jewel of him 1 Ah! and He can make
me one of His jewels! But, ah! sir," said she, just then recognizing my
- presence, "how I ha' been talking, and you here, who I've so wanted to hear
talk again.
Oh,do tell me more about my friends and acquaintances
[meaning the Old Testament saints], for I think about them all day and night,
and I go about with them and hear all their tales, and see how they wept and
how they prayed; and I see the angels too, coming and talking to them, and then
I talk to them and they to me. And I thinks it will not be long before I do
talk to them l'eally." So she went on till, having to attend an evening service,
I reluctantly left the room, promising to see her the next day. My mind was
so full of the images and p.ersonages she had conjured up before me, that
they formed the whole matter of my address that evening; and at the close
I told the friends who composed my audience what I had seen and heard.
Some pious females requested the address of the aged saint, and repaired
early the next morning to her humble abode.
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"Ladies," ~aid the person whom they saw, "she scarcely spoke after the
gentleman left her, but folded her hands upon her breast, and died in the
night."
"She was not, for God took her." In her lowly path she had walked
with God, conversed with the angels, and held intercourse with "the spirits
of just men made perfect," for whose holy society she was, as far as man can
judge, prepared far above many of her superiors in gifts and privileges.-Dr.
Leijchild's !Selection oj Remarkable Facts.

THE GREAT HARVEST.
(MATTHEW
To and fro with the reapers,
Toiled, wearied and worn,
Far away to the twilight,
Since morn's early dawn;
I thought of those beautiful words,
They rang in my ears all day:
And the next day, and the morrow,
As they never would pass away:
" The end of the world is the harvest, ,
And the reapers are the angels."
'Tis not for thoughts like mine,
To measure that day of days;
When tI,e heavens shall be rolled as a
scroll,
And the elements melt in a blaze;
When the Lamb on His throne shall sit,
And the grave-rending trumpet be
heard;
.And the loved of the Father mount
on high,
To be "ever with the Lord: "
When "the end of the world is the
harvest,
And the reapers are tl~e angels."
Who thinketh the wonderful things
. We shall learn about the dead,
When the voice of a biased world is
hushed,
And self-conceit has fled 1
Where shall the murderer hide 1
Where shall the scorner flee 'I
Or the mortal throngs who as vainly
hope
For a glad eternity?
When "the end of the world is the
harvest,
And the reapers are the angels."
But ah! men do not believe
That a harvest-time is theirs;
They toil for earth's perishin3 bread,
And wade through its river of cares;
Thinking it harvest meet
To be reaping the favours of earth:
Essex.
.

xiii. 39.)
Oh, if they knew, as then they will,
How little those favours are worth,
When "the end of the world is the
harvest,
.
And the reapers are the angels."
The chaff grows up with the wheat,
It is fed by the self-same stem,
So the wicked cover God's hidden ones,
But J ehovah knoweth them;
And whether their lives be foul,
Or whether their lives be fair,
If they feel no love to the Lamb on
His throne',
'Twill be nothing but black desp'ir,
When "the end vf the world is the
harvest,
And the reapers are the angels."
Who may escape that doom 1
We are sinners everyone;
Blessed be God, there's a way to life
Through the death of His own dear
Son'
And n~ver a sin-worn soul,
Who has crept to His feet with tear.,
But may hope on. the oath of God
Himself
That deliverance shall be theirs,
When" the end of the world is the
harvest,
And the reapers are the angels."
Oh, to be gathered in
To the Harvest-Master's home!
To ,vake with joy when the trumpet
sounds
Which shall tell us "Christ has
come I"
To watch with a lingering fear,
Lest the angels pass us by.
While the last sigh bursts its fetters
At the Ivve in J esu's eye:
When "the end of the world is the
harvest,
And the reapers are the angels."
M. A. C.
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't~tt~tltnt ~tltton.
RELIGIOUS SUPERSTITION IN CHILl.

t

A LETTER appears in the Revista del Sur, of Concepcion, which may
interest some of our readers who are unfamiliar with the extent to which
the religious simplicity of the Chiliari people is carried, and the way
in which their credulity is practised on. The letter refers to the
robbery of the image oC San Sebastian from the church of Yumbel,
which we have previously >reported :"You are aware that San Sebastian is the patron saint of this town,
and by his numer9us miracles, which produce not less than fifteen or
twenty thousand a year, has achieved a fame rivalling that of our Lady at
Andacollo.
>
"Every year, on the 20th January, a grand mass is sung, a sermon
preached, and processions formed in his honour. On the 19th, 20th,
and 21st of January the people repay the saint for his miracles-payments which have reached the enormous sum of 11,000 daIs., but have this
year only amounted to 5,600 dols., doubtless owing to the general scarcity.
"The manner of making offerings to the image of St. Sebastian is
for the giver to advance on his knees for a distance of two or three
cuadras, the blood streaming forth and the pilgrim fainting at every step.
" Somebody formed the idea of stealing him, and yesterday a door
of the church was found open. On the sacristan being informed, he
went and made a search, and the image of the glorious Sebastian had
disappeared. As it was Sunday there were people in the church, who,
before Mass was celebrated, heard these terrible words from the priest:" 'With the profoundest sorrow, I have to announce that last night
the most horrible sacrilege was committed. Our patron saint, San
Sebastian, has been stolen, and I beg my beloved flock to denounce to
justice or to me the names of the guil~y parties.'
" The people, on hearing this, cried out, burst into tears, and exclaimed
against the heretics, who they said were doubtless the robbers. About
ten a.m. all the inhahitants of the city were in the streets, weeping and
lamenting. At laSt; an attflmpt was made to discover the hiding-place of
the saint, with which object about three hundred persons went to the
-river and the neighbouring fields. About three in the afternoon a man
arrived at full speed with the infonnation that the diadem or crown
of the saint had been found. The man was quite smothered with questions,
and a new army was speedily on the march to the place indicated,
where they found a fire had been kindled. There the pedestal was
found, and a bottle which, from the smell, had evidently contained parafin.
"At nightfall the people gathered in the plaza, and nothing else was
spoken of but the saint, and the savages who had stolen him. About
eight o'clock next mornmg it was cried aloud in the streets that the saint
had appeared, half-burnt, and buried in a sand-drift, at a distance of
some twenty cuadras from the town. Then there was nobody, with the
exception of the heretics, who refrained from going to the blessed
place. Men and women fought for the pleasure of kissing the charred
lump of wood. Thus they arrived at the church."-South American
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G.~speliVl a.; IIzill e.

THE THIRD ANNUAL PLYMOUTH OHRISTIAN OONFERENOE.

" Where two m' three a1'e gathered togethe7' in My name, there am I in the
midst of them."-MATT. xviii. 20.

'rQ T:\I~ BELOVED B~ETHREN IN OHRIST JESUS,-" Grace, mercy, and
peace be abllndan~ly vouchsafed unto all them that love our Lord Jesus
Ohrist in sincer\yy and truth."
1n thus addressing you, the thought occurs to my mind that there
is a blessed union existing between all the loved ones of God. Loved
of G;od-wondrous reality 1 Once enemies, now friends j 9nce hating God
and each o,ther, now loving God and each other for His sake. " We love
Him ~ecause He ~rst loved us." " By this we know that we have passed
from death unto hfe, because we love the brethren." Oh, the unspeakable love and mercy of our God, the Irl,ani(estation whereof has filled
our he:1rts with joy, and given us everlasting consolation and good hope
through grace. The consideration and enjoy~ent of this prompts us
to live ho~ily and in the fear of God, and in the constant expectation
of the summons to "come up higher" into the region of perfect joy
and eternal love. Dear children of God, seek to cultivate this more
al}d more. As we see the wrath of the devil exercised, and his stratagems
brought to bear on us and the truth of God, so let our love and
faithfulness to Jesus Ohrist be maintained, even though it be in the
ho~test of the battle, remembering His gracious promise, "When thou
passest through the waters I will be with thee (Immanuel) j ann th1'ough
the rivers, they shall not overflow thee j when thou 'Yalkest through
the fire thou shalt not be burned, neither shall the flame kindle upon
thee.. . . . . . . . Since thou wast precious in My sight I have loved
thee, even with an evedasting love." ,
.
Date.-I propose TUESDAY a~d WEDNESDAY, October l~th and 16th,
for the days of meeting.
Place.-The Mechanics' Institute, Plymouth.
. HO'!t1's.-Eleven a.m. j seven p.~., on each day.
Sttbjects.-(Tuesday) "The Love of God to His Ohurch." (Wednesday)
"The Love of the Ohurch to God."
'
The usual special meeting for prayer to seek the divine guidance
and blessing on the Oonference will be held (D.V.) on Monday evening,
seven o'clock, at the School-room, John Street, (off Portland Square).
In the meantime, let me ask your earnest snpplicalion at the throne
of grace, that the Spirit of Truth may be vouchsafed to an who take
any part in these our happy meetings-that everyth.ing of formality may
be taken aw,ty, and our souls richly bedewed with the "unction from
the Holy One."
'
.Y our attendance at each and all of the above meetings' is most
affectionately invited.
Any who desire the prayers of the Lord's people at the Oonference
for any special or particular subject are requested to communicate
with me accordingly.
Friends coming from a distance and requiring hospitality during
the Oonference should signify the same to me at least ten days before
tIle meetiDg.

/'
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The hymns will be given, away at th~ ,door.
,
Believe me, your affectionate brother in our common :Dota, ,
Plymouth, August 1st, 1878.
ISAAC HAWKER.
N.B.-Anyofferings towarrls defraYing the expenses of the meetings
will be thankfully received by me, or can be put into the plate which
will be held for that' purpose at the dbor after each' meeting.
I

([arusgO'nbmct.
RECOLLECTIONS AND REFRESHINGS.
(fSAIAH

f'

t

Jl

Iv. 11.)

To tM Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-For many years I have feIt a desire to selld' Y9U a few
particulars of what passpd in my mind when reading "The Weeping
Christian," in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for Jan1;l~ry, 184-1, but hiwe
hitherto been prevel)ted. I now desire tha presenc'e and divine teaching
of the' Grpat" Remein'braricer, that the past may again be present in
the enjoyment of my soul.
,
,
,
. Thirty-and six years have passed into the :vast im~ense of eternity
since your !;land went over the paper, and ,Your sotrowin~ heart's dictation influflnced' the peri to wtite that oeautiful piece. Oli, hOw niany
have o~en tli'e chaiJ.~es, and the 'causes of sorrow; and-to tll.'e pra'ise of
otr God-t1i.e sotirces~ of' bfessing we have experienced' in PHs gra'oiojls'
leading, kee,l3ing', preserving, arid' prov~ding during that period! Age'
has told upon us j aiid now, -as pilgrims Iiearing the ter~~rtus' of. olir
mortat exiktence, we feef it good t6 record' the Lord"s faithfulness-to
look back upon the causes; arid to remember the spots where He has
met us and blessed us.
'
\
Nor would we forget the histr¥ments which our God has ,us:ea! to
dispense His favours to us. Endeared they must pe to ofIr waim~st
heart's affections and memory's most sacred recol~ection. WeIl db I
now remember the spot where I first' read that precidhs prodrtct'ion, and
the blessed meltings o.! soul t~e ~o~l Spirit's~ a~oi~ti~g Ig~an~e.a}o ~e;
It was near the Yeovl1 J'unctlOn, South-West'ern hn~ j tiut then It was
not commenced, comrluiti~Ihg ~beaU'tiful v~ew, white my position' 'was
private. I . cannot desciibe the " sweet; sacred, 'holy, rich', and divine
l
~eelings. which iri.II~eiJ.ced' ~yei'y' pp'wer of ~y h~ar't he r~ad!hg. it;' 1:lat~
m walkmg and leamng agamst the hedge bank: It was a Bethel' to my
souL A piay~rful spirit· went forth in than~fu~ness a~d pta~~'e tor the
manifest display of sovereigri goodness, and the' support which yo\ir
God was enriching your soul with while passing through: deep waters
of tribulati6n. Some thought you too' much updll the peiJs~ve j but
those who, like yourself~ were wading thrdugh great deeps; felt thE#
thoughts in close harmony with your expressions, and'blessed the'];ortl
for enabling you to give utterance to them:' Such were the feeli'tigs of
the writer.
Perhaps the artist-pencil is never more successful than when enabled
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-to represent.the" exact pictures of life. The beautiful piece under consideration to me owed its sublime distinction to the Spirit's especial
teaching in the pf'culiar path the Lord was leading you upon, for the
bem-fit of His afflided, poor, trif'd ones-its strict adherence' to the
features of divine life in the souL Not a feeling in my heart was. dormant. All seemed moved to blpssing and to praiRe. Surely the mixture
in sorrow's cup disphws the wisdom of our God-an hiililen, secret
drawing the heart to His bosom-sighs and groans receiving the benefits
of His prevailing advocacy with our heavenly Father. I could not
forhear blessing the Lord for His great goodness to you in all your
tribulations, and new strength invigorated my heart still to plead, from
the answers to prayer which you were favoured with.
The exercises of divine life which so much tried your faith, and the
precious issue which God made you to experience from the endearing
words, "Son, be of good comfort: thy sins, which are many, are all
forgiven thee," was hallowed ground over which a hallowed heart,
mine to feel, could move only with the deep. feelings of an impressed
solemn sincerity.
Again, the many features of spiritual life-varied, yet blessedly harmonizing in the Spirit's unison of teaching-caused my inward man not
only to add my hearty "Amen," but it was a holy repast-a blessed
taste-followed with deep humility before the grace and the goodness
of God. "Your thoughts, affections, and desires were in heaven. Most
glorious and soul-enchanting were your views of that blessed abode."
In my soul the sacred spring of heavenly consolation had not quite
ceased to flow from the application, in a most marked and deeided
manner, of that sweet Scripture, J er. xxxi. 3, so the currents seemed to
mix, and the blessf'dness was too much for so contracted a vessel as
mine to contain. Language failf'd to express an heart filled to overflowing. Eloquence is divine where words are suppressed with the
unutterable fulness of divine glory. These were "precious sef'ds;" and
to go forth bearing them with the testimony and teaching and witness
of God to our hearts is a most holy privilege.
But the precious seed of prayer must also bear, you expressively showed.
The sum of inward peace is much proportioned to the prevalency of
prayer7 and the Ohristian's life may be said to be the continual brea*
of prayer. He prays because he cannot pray-feelingly so-and he
prays because he cannot desist from it. Prayer in full exercise, and the
soul's nearness to her God, admits of the sweetest intercourse. Every
sorrow and every trial finds a counter in His precious heart, and the
secret spring sweetens all. In the @abethe seeds germinate, and with
age they grow, nor cease growing, whatever the age may prove to be.
Ohrist is the Christian's life, but prayer is the mqst prominent feature
of that life. Faith will have many sheaves to return to glory to her
God with from these precious promises.
Surely the Lord'!! mercies are timed for the best opportunities; and
the conditions of His children -are as the product of His power to the
display of His sovereign grace and care. Afflictions, personal or relative,
or the sad stroke of bereavement, must, if patiently borne, have more
than creature condolence. Our Father's sympathy manifested to the
heart, and our dear J eau_s~. _'Visits in His sweet caresses and supports to

."'"

,r,

The GosjJel Magazine.

1-'

557

the soul-yea, His oneness with us in the trial, witnessed by His blessed
Spirit to our spirit-is the precious secret of dh:ine power, enabling
His oflar trifld family to kiss the rod with the full assurance it is in
their Father's hand. Surely it is good to lean upon ~he bosom of our
Be~t Reloved, resigned to all His will; but no power but our God's
can bring us to this precious spot.
The many changes in your mind, and great conflicts with enemies,
together with the workings of the flesh and Satan's su~gestions-'-the
evil Rurmisings and wrong comments on the Lord's qealings with you
which so much troubled your heart-found a response in my soul At
that time the waters WAre indeAd waters of trouble through which I
was called to pass, and the r~bellion of my wicked heart the bitterest
of the bitter. The Lord's special mercies, mixed in sorrow's cup, and
dealt so bountifully to you, caused my sinking heart to feel renewP-d
confidence and courage; and, notwithstanding the roughness of the path,
to go forward, looking to Jesus, with hope and faith in exercise upon
His mighty power to deliver.
" That you could not satisfy conscience without writing the deep exercises as on page 13," was of the Lord. Surely He knew for whom He
was thus directing your mind, and, I believe, influencing your hp-art,
to the utterance of every word. The writer, instead of then laying
down the GOSPEL MAGAZINE,' felt such a soul-attachment to you and
to it, that the remembrance of this sweet piece is always dear to my
heart whenever memory thinks upon the Scripture. It was in first
reading it, and has been many times, a source of great consolation,
gratitude, and thankfulness since, that the Lord would not allow you
to keep back any part of it.
.
In recAntly reading at page 12, "Oh, the power, the grace, the love
of J e~us is an inexhaustible theme," &c., the source of the living spring
seemed again in my s0ul, and the divine sweetness precious.
But the fear of being tedious is with me. Bless the Lord, the
" doubtless" remains for the comfort of these our closing days. But methinks, all the writer's sheaves are lost in His one great Sheaf, His
precious, precious Jesus! If" the like precious faith" has borne any
fruit in Him, may it be eclipsed with the work, righteousness, grace, love,
and glory of His most holy Person.
" To 'bring' this sheaf, good fruit we must bear;
True faith finds her treasures in Him j
The oause, effeot, and substanoe is there,
And the glory is all to His name."
Our Brother Joseph's sheaf shall arise-yes, and continue to arise in
His dear brethren's estimation for ever-and all their sheaves stand
around it, and make their ~ilIing obedience to it (Gen. xxXvii. 7). Biess
the Lord for a willing surrender to His blessed Person!
That the Lord may especially bleills you in your declining days, and,
if His will, long spare you to stand upon Zion's walls, ably defending,
as you have hitherto done, her righteous cause by lip and pen, is the
prayer of, J'ours in the best bonds,
'
Yeovil.
JOHN BARBER.
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OREATURE PRIDE AND SPIRITUAL POVERTY.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-If I mistake not, in the month of December, 11576, or
in January of 1877, a sbort letter on one page of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE appeared, written by a widow I know (Mrs. G. H.--"),
where the passage in Isaiah xxxviii. 15, is quoted repeatedly.
I well, remember her mentioning tbe passage, oti my visit a feW' dars
after the bereavement, either in October or November, as a portion her
mind rested upon, and found consolation in dwelling upon, being in
sorrow and heaviness of spirit, as her countenance depicted at the
time.
Yet how sweet and comforting is the assurance that, while "He
wounds," "He heals," and kills (as it were) to make alive. Yes, He
empties that He may fill with His own divine fulness, and what unspeakable mercy when we feel willing and desire to be emptied of
ourselves, (our own self·sufficiency and importance) and to be filled with
"His divine fulness." As the inspired poet said, 11 Emptied of self I fain
. would be, and filled with Thee." This is the humble Ohristian's desire,
like Job, when he said, "Wherefore I abhor myself," &c. ; and I believe
if more of this heavenly process was going on with ministers and
members of Ohurches, we should see effects and evidences which are
now hindered and impeded, associated with that hateful thing, pride,
so abominable to God, and should be (yea, is) to a humble Ohristian, who
is clothed with humility (at least, desires to be' so). Preach about it
and commend it practically. It is, I perceive, the great abomination
of this ,professing day (the great idol, self). It is prominent on the
pla~form and crops up into the pulpit. Oan we wonder at minis~ers
saying, "Who hath believed our report, 1" And, if co-workers with Him,
we m1;lst have His meek Spirit, or He will not own our service. The
Spirit of the Lord is independent of human aid, and while some deluded
Evangelists think and say, that God" cannot do without us" tv- carry
on and out the work of salvation in this nineteenth century, I say it
is a mistake and a delusion of Satan, and against ihis heresy I have
again and again testified, and will: I have had repeated occasions for
witnessing against it, in ministers and deacons and professors, as I see
prominently it is, "Be ye arrayed in pride undo self-importance and
dignity;" while the Scripture advice is, 11 Be' ye dothed with humility,"
for" God resisteth the proud." There are those now-a-days who cry,
11 Don't make yourself so cheap," as cheap and common things are blown
upon; but He (Jesus) 11 made Himself of no reputation" (no importance).
Imitate the Master, not the servants. I am quite disgusted with what
I see and hear. A Jehu's spirit is rampant, 11 Oome, and see what great
things I am doing." Ohristians have need to stop 'and pause, and ask
themselves, "What spirit aotuates me to do this and the other 1" for the
Lord sees not as man does. Oh, a sight of those piercing eyes will
damp the oourage, and silence the boasting of the creature; for few, if
any, can boast as did the Apostle on the same score' and ground: "He
laboured more abundantly than they all," "yet not I," he adds, "but
the grace of God in me."
I had a development of this precious graoe on Sabbath morning at,
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the infirmary of the Union, in a dear sister in the Lord, "a poor, yet a
rich one," longing to depart and be with Jesus. I sent her two pieces
of the late dear Mrd. E. B. Moens', so suited to her state, as I saw and
heard from, her own lips her state resembled that of Mrs. Moens, from
her poetry, which expressed the happy state of her soul in God as her
All-in-all. I regretted that the medical man entered the ward, as I was
about to commend her to the Lord in prayer.
I do not know h~w you find it at Bristol and elsewhere; but I, do
assure you candidly that I do not meet with (but very rarely) any such
instances of simple childlike dependence on the Lord as in the Infirmary,
among the poor saints, who are really and truly "rich in faith, and heirs
of the kingdom." I almost envy their lot and state-so happy. I said
some time ago to a minister, "If at a loss for a subject to preach about,
go to an infirmary department of a Union," and you will be amply
supplied and repaid. It does one good to see the contentment, and hear
from some of them the welcome we have, and their eagerness to receive
the Word spoken and read; also the little books and tracts (illustratedisomething to look at and admire. These furnish one with a topic to talk
to them upon sometimes, applying it to their case a:s it may happen.
With Ohristian love,
J. RADFORD.
Hackney.
THE LATE MR. IRONS.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-In your allusion to Dr. Irons, St. Mary W oolnoth, &c., you
omitted to mention" deaj' Alphonsus Gunn," as Mr. Irons styled him, under
whose ministry, when a lad in London, leaning against the communion
rails of some church, he was called to know himself and God, and in
memory of whom one of Mr. Irons' sons was named" Alphonsus," and
another one" Da'IJid Gunn." Mr. Gunn was dear John Newton's curate,
and died after a short but blessed ministry, on 5th December, 1806, which
loss much affected Mr. Newton's mind and spirits, as he dearly loved
him, !tnd hoped he would succeed him.-x,
Chel1nsford, Sept. 7, 1878.
E. HOOPER.
CONVERSION OF A ROlliISH VILLAGE TO PROTESTANTISlIi.-A correspondent of the Chj'istian relates that the whole of the inhabitants
of a French village ,near Bordeaux have become Protestants, through a
travell~r two years ago giving. boORS away as he passed along.
A man
working on the road received a Gospel of St. Luke, took it home to his
wife, wno read it, and afterwarus first borrowed and then bought a Bible,
which others read, and then said, "This is quite a different religion from
ours." So they gave up Mariolatry and became Protestants. The
whule village was at length won over, and then a Protestant place of
worship was built. The priests dare not harm them, as the prefect and
mayor will not allow them to be troubled.
"William A. Gunn died when young, and Mr. Newton just a year aftel;', in
December, 1807. When sending cash to his curate, Mr. Newton, in his happy
pleasantry, would write outside the parcel, "Some ammunition/or my GttrJ.."
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~tirhhrs ,anb iofius of~oohs.
The Last Four Days qf the "Ewrydice." By Captain E. H. VERNEY, R.N.
,London: Simpkin, Marshal! and Co.
IT will be long ere the sad catastrophe which happened off the Isle of
Wight on Sunday, March 24th, will be forgotten. ,The little volume
befure us is an interesting memento of that sad event, containing not
only a full account of all the details known, but also a description of
the ordinary routine of a man-of-war, thus giving an idea of the probable occurrences on board the Ewrydice during three days previous to the
accident. It gives also a picture of the ship, an account of her officers
and crew, and a beautiful poem which was at first supposed to have
been written by the Captain, but which has recently been ascertained to
have been written by a lady friend, and' inserted in his album, namely,
'
" Sorrow on the Sea."

The Harmony of Scripture j Showing the Oneness between the Old and New
Testament. Part I. The Book of Genesis. Collated by THOMAS
FEARNLEY; with Preface by the Rev. EDWARD WILKINSON, Rector
of Snargate.
THIS differs from the valuable work of the Ex-Lord Chancellor, Lord
Hatherley, entitled the "Continuity of Scripture," in not only placing
in parallel colums the numerous passages quoted in the New Testament
from the Old, but also the numerous passages in the New Testament
which elucida"te and confirm the statements of the Old, somewhat after
the manner of the" Commentary Wholly Biblical." It is well printed,
very cheap, and it is likely to be a valuable addition to Biblical literature; but we should like to give the collateI' a hint, as this his first
part lies before us, that we think there is a danger of hill work being
impaired by diffuseness-quoting passages which are practically irrelevant
to the matter in hand.
The Psalmist j a Collection of Hymns, Tunes, Chants, and Anthems for
Congregational Worship, and for Dome~tic and Family Use. Published
under the editorial superilJtendence of EBENEZER 1'ROUT, RA. 17~e
Tune, Book. London: J. Haddon and Co.
ANOTHER part of a very useful work. It contains 496 tunes, including
about 150 taken from the old "Psalmist," and a large number of new
ones. We hope that it will be an additional means of promoting hearty
congregational singing.

Waiting Hours j Precious Gems for the Saviour's Diadem j The Promise and
the Promiser j The Sure Mercies of David " The Watch-Tower in the
Wildemess. By ANNA SHIPTON. London: Morgan and Scott.
MOST heartily we commend these excellent works to the attention of our
readers. They are especially suitable as gifts to Christian friends, and
for invalids, being full of sweet thoughts of Jesus, and remarkable
accounts of Christian experience.
We have also received: "Hand and Heart," "Our Own Fireside"
" Golden H9urs," "The Christian," "The Acceptable Life" "Denyi;g
Self," "The Shipwrecked Mariner," &c.
'
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