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Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we ma.y be able to comfort them which are in an;;
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

DEATH DEFEATED !

FAITH VIOTORIOUS!

"Preciotts in the sight qf the Lord is the death of His 8aints."~PSALM cxvi. 15.
THE above passage was brought to the mind in a somewhat
remarkable way. We had been requested to go and see an infant
whioh was supposed to be dying. As soon as it was brought into
the room, we remarked that there was no appearanoe of death
about it. It was so plump, and withal so placid. Instead of it"
being the case as with many a new-born infant, thin and frail,
and in evident pain and disoomfort, this'little one was quite the
reverse. It was well nourished, and the only sign of ailment
was an ocoasional tiny movement of the mouth, whioh the attendant said was the remains of the convulsions which it had had ever
since its birth, the day before; neither had it been able to swallow
anything. Moreover, she said she believed the little creature was
even then dying.
We took it in our arms with a feeling we are utterly unable to
express. From the time we first became a father (some nine-andforty years ago) even until now, we have ever found it a kind of
sacred pleasure to soothe a little one to sleep. If ever we envied
a mother, it has been in regard to her privilege' of being able to
caress and to impart to the little weeper, or the speec~less sufferer,
or the tiny sobbing one, that whioh would pacify, soothe, and at
length cause to fall asleep upon her bosom so precious a chargE;l.
And, when laid in the cradle or the cot, how has the heart of
that mother yearned as' she has heard the last sob or two, even
after her loved offspring had fallen into its sweet and refreshing
slumber!
,
Upon the present oooasion, however, there was a something which
even exceeded that state of things of whioh we have just spoken.
At the intimation upon the part of the kind attendant that she
believed the little one was even then dying, we watched it the
more closely; and instead of, as at other times, reooiling from
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the veriest appearance of death, we felt more desirous of retaining
the little creature in our arms until it had really passed away. It
had previously opened its little eyes upon us, in the calmest and
most placid way. There was not the· semblance of pain or discomfort. It was only, as it were, the simple inquiry, " Where am I?
What are you going to do with me 'I " Presently a glaze came over
the little sparkling eyes, upon ·sight of which, we thought, " Ah !
'tis true; the little one is going! Scarcely has it entered upon
this poor, sinful, suffering world, ere it is about to bid it adieu."
Then it was that we so intensely wished to retain it in our arms,
. to gently soothe and, in so far as we could, help to pacify, until
it fell into its last long slumber.
After committing the dear little departing one to Jesus, and
reminding Him of His own sweet words, in the days of His flesh,
"Suffer the little children to come unto Me, and forbid them not,
for of such is the kingdom of heaven," we reluctantly· left the
house, and, within a short hour or so, the dear infant passed
away.
But, as we returned to our home, the words at the head of this
article came to mind with much sweetness and power, "Precious
in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints."
Our musings then began- H Shall I, a poor, sinful mortal, feel
as I have felt over this little one-this stranger-and was I
(repugnant as death and dying, for most part, is to me) anxious to
retain it in my arms till it gently drew its last breath; and shall
Jesus overlook-be indifferent to-forsake His so dearly-purchased
ones-His own flesh and blood-in their time of extremity-at
their last hour-when all the powers of darkness shall combine
together to distress and, if it were possible, to destroy? Ah! no.
He who said, during His sojourn in this vale of tears, 'I have
a baptism to be baptized with, and how am I straitened [pained]
till it be accomplished'- He regardless of His own redeemed
ones-be unmindful of them at such a crisis? No! a thousand
times no! What! shall He who, in Gethsemane, exclaimed again
and yet again, ' Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me,'
forget, in their last great struggle, those whom He had received
as a gift at the hands of His Father, and whom He covenanted
to redeem with His own heart's blood, and eternally to glorify?
No! a thousand times no! On the contrary, and so far from such
a state of things, it is distinctly and most emphatically declared
that 'precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His
saints.' "
Oh, dear reader, we repeat that the little incident just named
gave us such an insight into the tenderness, the sympathy, the
compassion of Jesus, as in the act of attending upon-supporting,
sustaining, upholding-His dying ones, as we never before seemed
so fully to realize.
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It was the contrast that appeared so marked and distinguishing.
We, so weak, so frail, so sfuful-a mere worm of the earthto feel as we did over a fellow-mortal, a little stranger, that, in
spite of that strangeness and' non-relationship, had so entwined
itself in and about our tenderest feelings and most sacred emotions.
Here was the one side. On the other, in such striking contrast,
was Jesus, the high, the lofty, the holy, the eternal I ;AM, " the
Wonderful, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince
of Peace "-yea, the King of kings and Lord of lords-so condescendingly, so graciously, so lovingly, sympathizing, mercifully
sustaining, divinely upholding, His redeemed, His sick, His dying
ones, concerning whom it had been declared, "Whoso toucheth you
touoheth the apple of His eye "-yea, moreover, respeoting whom
it had, ages upon ages since, been recorded, "Precious in the
sight of the Lord is the death of His saints."
The words have been rendered, "Precious in the sight of the
Lord is the death for His saints." Whether the passage before
us will bear that rendering or not, we will not venture to say.
It is, nevertheless, a glorious truth, borne out in the Word of the
Most High, from Genesis to Revelation. The grand scheme of
redemption, through and by the death of the Lord Jesus, was
signed and sealed in the covenant between the Eternal Three
before all worlds. From that moment the Ohurch, the bride,
the Lamb's wife, beheld in the Person and Suretyship undertakings of her great and gracious Head and Lord, present~d
the grand climax of the redemption-scheme-the death of the
Substitute and Surety-as a proof of love and graoe ~nd
tenderness which no finite mind can grasp. It sufficed to attract
the admiration and delight of the eternal J ehovah. Hence, in
the largest and most emphatic sense, it may be declared that
"precious in the sight of the Lord is the death for His saints."
By turning to the eighth of Proverbs, we get a glimpse of
this divine and glorious mystery, where Ohrist, speaking under
the character of Wisdom, says, "The Lord possessed Me in the
beginning of His way, before His works of old. I was set up
from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was.
When there were no depths, I was brought forth; when there
were no fountains abounding with water" (vel'. 22-24). Then
He adds, "Then I was by Him, as One brought up with Him:
and I was daily His delight, rejoicing always before Him j
rejoicinq in the habitable part of His earth; and My delights
were WIth the sons of men" (vel'. 30, 31). If we turn, moreover, to the first and tenth chapters of the Epistle to the
Hebrews, how strikingly is the delight both of the Father and
the Son set forth, in the latter of which Jesus exclaims, "La,
I come (in the volume of the Book it is written of Me), to do
Thy will, 0 God."
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Under the ministry and power of the Holy Ghost, multitudes
of poor sinners, previously "dead in trespasses and sins," and afar
off by wicked works, are brought to see and feel their lost and
undone condition by both original and actual sin and transgression. Such are then led, by the same Spirit, to discover
and to realize personally their interest in the purpose and in the
divinely-executed plan of redemption, whereby, through the sub.
stitution, service, and sacrifice of Another, he is made eternally
free from condemnation. Then it is that such are brought, with
the Apostle, to exclaim, "0 the depth of the riches both of the
wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past finding out" (Rom. xi. 33).
Our text, however, says, "Precious in the sight of the Lord is
the death of His saints." Now, we have already gathered from
the Word that the whole redemption-scheme was' a matter of
profound admiration and interest in the mind, of J ehovah.
Assllledly, therefore, that which appertains to the completion (so
to speak) of that redemption-scheme, as far as each and every
subject of it is concerned, must be of immense moment to the
adorable Trinity. As the architect regards with special care the
finishing touches to the building he has designed, so the Lord
takes peculiar interest in the closing up of the earthly career of
His people.
Long before His incarnation, it was testified of J fSUS that He
should "see of the travail of His soul, and be satisfied." This
satisfaction, therefore, must, as it were, reach its climax, in regard
to their earthly standing and position, when His pilgrims had
well-nigh "fought the good fight, had finished their course, and
kept the faith "·--when -they were about to bid adieu to their
pilgrimage condition, with all its manifold sufferings and sor.
rows, temptations and trials.
Dear reader, mark that interest, as expressed in Hebrews ii. 14,
15-" Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and
blood, He also Himself likewise took part of the same; that through
death He might destroy him that had the power of death, that is,
the devil; and deliver them who, through fear of death, were all
their lifetime subject to bondage." Keenly as the Lord Christ
could but remember His own Gethsemane anguish, when "He
sweat, as it were, great drops of blood, falling down to the ground,"
and when He cried, again and yet again, " Father, if it be possible,
let this cup pass from Me ! " it were impossible but that His tender
sympathies should be awakened on behalf of the travailing members
of that mystic body of which He is the ever-living and triumphant
Head. If it were said of Him prophetically (" holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from £inners" as He was), "The sorrows of death
compassed Me, and the pains of hell gat hold upon Me; I found
trouble and sorrow," oh, how intensely must He. feel for His dear

"\

581

The Gospel M agazinc.

followers! Well does He know what they feel and what they fear, in
regard to their sense of sin and corruption. He knows how they are
assailed by the adversary, who so maliciously assaulted His own
pure soul. He is but too well aware of the advantage the enemy
takes upon the ground of what believers are, in their poor, fallen
flesh, and how rApugnant to that flesh are death and the grave.
Well does Jesus know that, upon these very grounds, they require
additional strength, additional faith, additional assurance that all
shall end teell. Upon the principle of what He was in Himself,
in the days of His flesh, He will never lose sight of the assaults
of the wicked one upon His suffering members, for He, and He
only, could say, "1'he prince of this world cometh, and hath
nothing in Me." Ah! well indeed does the Lord know that Satan
has everything' in them, as far as their poor, fallen, and corrupt
flesh is concerned, to fall in with his suggestions, and prove but
too true an ally to his treacherous and destructive attacks and
insinuations. If, with respect to the believer's position at large,
it may be said, "The flesh profiteth nothing," how verily true is
it in regard to the wily temptations and cruel assaults of the great
enemy of God and man!
But again, in allusion to the closing scenes of this mortal life,
and the testimony, " 1:'recious in the sight of the Lord is the death
of His saints," how certain it must be-how unquestionable the
fact-that Jesus does so specially regard His suffering members at
such a juncture! It must be so. it cannot be otherwise. By no
possibility whatever can the Lord be regardless or indifferent at
Bucha crisis. Oh, no! If, on pilgrimage, He said, concerning
His people, and that again and again, "0 Israel, thou shalt not
be forgotten of Me" -if, again and again and again, He assured
them of His presence, His power, His protection-oh, would Hecould He-forget or forsake at the last great crisis? Oh, no, no!
ten thousand times no!
In myriads upon myriads of cases-yea, in the experience of
the whole host of the now translated and glorified-each and all,
without a solitary exception, have realized His power, His faithWhether or not in their dying
fulness, His all-sufficiency.
moments they have been conscious, so as fearlessly to exult and
to triumph over death, hell, and the grave, or whether they have
passed through the river of so-called death in a peaceful insensibility, each and all have been borne up and brought victoriously
and triumphantly through. Blessed be His great and ever-adorable
name" Not one object of His care
Ever suffered shipwreck there."

No, no, no! blessed be God, no!
Oh, His love! His watchful eye! His sweet and precious
presence! "Underneath are the everlasting arms," and His depart-
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mg ones shall-yea, MUST-shout, "Victory, victory, through the
blood of the Lamb!" Ten thousand fears and dread misgivings
they may have about it. Again and again and again their language
may be, "How will it be with me in the swellings of Jordan?"
Ten thousand times ten thousand dark .and gloomy apprehensions
may possess them that they shall never he able to hold on or to
hold out. Notwithstanding, however, they shall, in due time, prove
that the Lord their God is better to them than all their fears.
He who has been with them and true to them-their God allsufficient~in life, will be with them and true to them, and equally
their God all-sufficient, in death. If, amid all the travail and the
turmoil of their chequered pilgrimage, they have again and again
exclaimed, "Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust and not
be afraid; for the LORD J EHOVAH is my strength and song; He
also is become my salvation;" surely He who "hath the keys of
hell and of death," and without whose knowledge and permission
none can pass through, will so presence Himself, and so strengthen
and so animate their souls, as to enable them to realize, personally
and experimentally, that "DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP IN VICTORY! "
Yea, such, in all the fulness of their hearts, and in all the
fearlessness of their heaven-bedewed and glory-lighted souls, shall
exultingly exclaim, "0 death, where is thy sting? 0 grave,
where is thy victory? The sting of death is sin; and the strength
of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us the
·victory, through our Lord Jesus Ohrist."
"Precious in the sight of the Lord IS the death of His
saints."
St. Luke's, Bedminster, .Augttst 28th, 1884.
THE EDITOR.
NOTE.-How sad-yea, how very, very sad-is the distrust and
unbelief of a child of God.; and yet who that knows somewhat
of his own heart but feels and must acknowledge his own sinfulness and ingratitude in this and a thousand other respects?
As such an one lookl'l back, under the sweet and precious anointing of the Holy Ghost, as the Remembrancer, he cannot but see
and freely admit how wise, how gracious, how loving, how allsufficient, have been the Lord's leadings and dealings with respect
to him. In such retracings, he wonders! he admires! he adores!
He testifies to the great fact that" He hath done all things well! "
There is no reserve, no exception, no qualification whatever, in such
testimony. Whatever his privations, losses, or crosses, he declares
unhesitatingly that such do not, in the slightest degree, militate
against or divest the "all" of its fulness and comprehensiveness.
It still holds its own-yea, it insists upon its rightful claim, "He
hath done all things well."
How strange, therefore, that, with this admission of so perfect
and comprehensive a past, there should be. any doubt or question
in regard to the little future ! Would the covenant be complete-
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would it be worthy of its divine Authors and Accomplishers-if
so be it did not embrace time to come, as well as time passed.~
Would it not be an imperfect covenant if there were aught-even
the veriest item-left for the creature to perform? Would not such
item clash with the immutable "wills" and "shalls" of the
omnipotent J ehovah ? Undoubtedly such would be the case; and
who more cognizant of the fact than the Lord Himself? Hence,
how mercifully and effectually He testifies of the perfecting and the
thorough accomplishing of His work. "The Lord will perfect that
which con6erneth· me," said the Psalmist. "And the Lord shall
deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto His
hea~'enly kingdom," said the Apostle Paul. And upon what were
these convictions based? First, upon the imperishable interest
which the Lord J ehovah possesses in His people. They are His
by gift, by purchase, and by conquest. View them in whatsoever
light you may, as appertaining to character or relationship, the
Lord has an inalienable right and title to and interest in them.
Hence their security. Again, the confidence of both the Psalmist
and the Apostle was grounded on the covenant assurance of
J ehovah, "I win be their God, and they shall be My people;"
"This people have I formed for Myself: they shall show forth
My praise;" "The Lord will give grace and He will give
glory; and no good thing will He withhold from them that
walk uprightly;" "And even to your old age I am He; and
even to hoar hairs will I carry you. I have made, and I will
bear; even I will carry, and will deliver you;" "They shall still
bring forth fruit in old age; they shall be. fat and flourishing;
to show that the Lord is upright, and there is no unrighteousness in Him;" "Father, I will that they also, whom Thou hast
given Me, be with Me where I am; that they may behold My
glory, which Thou hast given Me; for Thou lovedst Me before the
foundation of the world;" "Let not your heart be troubled: ye
believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father's house are
many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go
to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for
you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I
am, there ye may be also" (John xiv. 1-3).
. Hence, by union and identity, and likewise by covenant pledge
and promise, the Chl;ll'ch of the ever-living and ever-loving Jehovah
is as secure as He can make it. How strange, then, and how
unworthy of such love and care and imperishable interest, are those
doubts and fears and misgivings of which, in their poor fallen
flesh, are the members of the mystic body the subjects; and these
fears and this disquietude constitute, in no small degree, their daily
cross. They feel it to be so unbecoming such goodness and mercy,
faithfulness and forbearance, as they have so long and so largely
experienced at the Lord's hand.
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SAVED BY HOPE.
"The Lord will be the Hope of His people."-JoEL iii. 16.
SAvED~by-hope.
Only three words, but three words pregnant
with solemn import. Saved.' Oh, what a telling, touching word is
this! Not unfrequently, in this day of religious zeal, will a man
thrust his face into the face of his fellow-man, and impertinently
inquire, "Are you saved?" and, in the sudden impulse of the moment,
will gain sometimes a reply which lacks either thought or experience.
But, in spite of this, the question is a momentous one, and one that
needs careful and prayerful contemplation.
Saved! It is a telling word with regard to the body. In the still
hours of the night, when the great city is at last hushed in slumber,
is heard the dreaded cry, "Fire! fire!"
Men hastily dress themselves,
and, rushing into the street, seek the spot where the fiery element is
doing its deadly work. Look up at yon window. A woman and her
children are huddled together in dread alarm. "Where is the fire
escape ~ " It comes-is raised against the house. A brave fellow
ascends, rescues one child, and then another and another. The flame
is lapping round the white and frantic form of the mother, but at
last she is reached, and slid down the apparatus, and the cry goes up
from the surging crowd, "They are saved-saved!"
Take another illustration in connection with the perils of the ocean.
It is a dark,' wild night. The wind is roaring, and the sea has
become lashed into fury, and is breaking in heavy upheavings upon
the beach. Through the dark a rocket is seen, indicating a ship in
distress. The lifeboat is manned by willing hands, and pushed off
amidst the boiling waves. On a rocky ledge, running far into the sea,
is a group of persons, who gaze with anxious faces into the gloomy
darkness. They wait and watch with bated breath. Anon the splash
of oars is heard, and the lifeboat, guided by skilful hands, and battling
with the mountainous waves, shoots from the gloom. Soaking forms
are seen as she takes to the beach, and the cry goes up from the
anxious group upon the outer point, "They are saved-saved!"
But this has only to do with the saving of the body. How about
the soul ~ Is the soul saved ~ This is the momentous question.
How is a man's soul saved ~ Let us meet the inquiry, and, at the
onset, we take you to the Book of Proverbs. We fancy we hear one
say, "The Book of Proverbs! 'Vhy, we thought this was a Book of
moral maxims!" -He who sees in that precious part of the "Vord
only a Book of moral maxims has but a shallow discernment of divin~
truth. Open with us the eighth chapter, and we shall go at once
to the foundation and origin of the soul's salvation-" The Lord
possessed Me in the beginning of His way, before His works of old.
I was set up from everlallting, from the beginning, or ever the earth
was," &c. 'Vho is this that was "set up" from before the foundation of the world ~ Our precious Redeemer-the God-Man Christ
Jesus-set up as His people's Ransom, His Church's salvation.
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"Then," He adds, "I was by Him, as One brought up with Him;
and I was daily His delight, rejoicing always before Him j" and
mark, "rejoicing in the habitable part of His earth; and My delights
were with the sons of men."
But what does He mean, when there
was no habitable part of the earth, for the earth was not yet framed
or formed ~ What does He mean, when there were no sons of men
to delight in ~ The reply you have in the words already quoted" I was set up "-the purpose, plan, and glorious scheme of salvation
all arranged-and Christ was the "set up" and set apart One to
accomplish it; and so joyous was He in the anticipation of having
His bride with Him, saved and glorified, that it was His delight.
But, before the God incarnate shall work out the glorious scheme,
there is a preliminary. Man's utter failure to effect it himself must
be proved to the full; and the fall of our first parents, in the
garden of Eden, is to bring out the great lesson of the failure of
the covenant of works, and pave the way to the great and glorious
and effective plan of the covenant of grace-a covenant made between
the Persons of the Eternal Three for our salvation. "It is finished!"
Thus have we seen how He who was "set up" from before the
foundation of the world, carried out and completed by His doing and
dying everything that brought in an everlasting salvation. But what
else ~ How shall I and you, dear reader, gain the blessings of this
salvation ~ Here it appears to us much of the teaching of the present
day fails. Many would go with us as far as we have gone in the
finished work of Christ, but would add, "Now, it is for you to do
your part. Christ has done His, but all that He has done is of no
avail unless you accept it." Blessed be God, I have not so learned
Christ. What He has wrought out must be wrought in by the same
mighty and omnipotent power. Hence, where many bring in the work
of man, be it ours, to bring in the work of the Holy Spirit.
When any dear to us leave for a distant part, would such not say,
"Now, here I give you tokens of my love. Take this and the other
in remembrance of our union-in token of my unchanging love" ~ And
how such tokens are treasured, and looked upon with tears of joy!
Is our best Beloved behindhand in this matter ~ Far, very far from
it. Mark His three-fold gift to the objects of His love-cc I, when I
go away, will send the Comforter; and He, the Spirit of truth, shall
lead you into all truth. Peace I leave with you."
Ah ! beloved, do we not see, in this three-fold gift, the way in
which the blessings of salvation shall be worked in? The Spirit comes,
as it were, on the scene. In the fulness of time, the "set up" One
came and did His work, and now, in the appointed time, the Spirit
will do His work within. Hence, the first thing that He does is to
give life, wi~hout which no blessings of salvation will ever be realized.
In other words, by divine calling, He brings out from among the
careless multitude the one whose set time has come, and the powers of
darkness can hold him no . longer. What tales each has to tell of
the mighty way in which He brought them out, and brought home
the truth of God to their souls, showing them what they were by
nature-poor, sinful, hell-des6rving sinners-and revealing Christ to
them as "mighty to save"!
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But let us look at our other two words, "by hope"-saved by
hope. That does not mean that hope is the cause and origin of
salvation. Many who know nothing of the joys of salvation are
sheltering themselves under a mere carnal, fleshly hope. They say,
"God is good to all. I hope in His mercy, and expect to get to
heaven at last." This is a delusion of Satan, who thereby lulls to
sleep those who are led captive at his will. True, there is such a
thing as hoping in God's mercy on the part of the true children of
God-" Behold, the eye of the Lord is upon them that hope in His
mercy." This is a totally different thing. The one is the false hope
of an unregenerate heart; the latter a good hope through grace--the
one carnal; the other spiritual.
A case or two in our experience occurs to us with regard to a false
hope. . We were once asked to visit a man in dying circumstances, a
painter by trade. When we went into his chamber, the hectic flush
and hollow cough told its own tale, and it was evident the man was
fast sinking. But his Bible was at hand. This was promising. We
expressed our thankfulness for it, but, in order to bring the matter
of his eternal safety home to him, we inquired what promise or
portion he was resting upon at such a solemn time. His reply
chilled us.
"No text in particular j it is all good." "But," we
urged further, "is there not a single promise now your comfort 1"
He replied, "No j I should be sorry to doubt any; they are all liO
very good j " and we could get nothing from that poor man that was
special. All was general. We should be grieved to misjudge any
poor soul, and could only hope there was more than we could discover;
but we certainly came out of that dying man's bed-room chilled, and
with a fear that he knew very little, if anything, about that which
was vital.
Another case I would mention from the diary of personal experience
is that of a poor man who was decidedly intelligent for his position in
life. A Ohristian lady asked us to visit him, stating, "I cannot
make the man out. Sometimes I think he is a Ohristian, but at other
times he ~uns on at random, and I know not what to think."
I
found him full of wild-fire. He had a great idea of the grandeur
of Ohristianity-dwelt upon the coming conversion of the world, and
thought, with the wonders of the age, we were fast going on to a
state Of perfection. For my part, I had very different feelings j
and, far from the world getting better, I think the -spirit of the age
tells a far different tale.
But, when I inquired what he knew
personally of il. saving knowledge of a precious Ohrist, it did not
seem an inquiry that suited his lofty notions at all. I must confess
I came away with the feeling that the man was hoping for this, and
hoping for the other, but knew nothing of a saving hope within.
It wants us, then, to be cautious, for there is such a thing as a
carnal hope, the desires of which are doubtful.
In order, then, to go to the root of the matter, we at once observe
that a t1'ue and genuine lwpe is the outjlowing of saving grace, and is the
work of thll Spirit. It is the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts-the
gift of the Eternal Three-" Now our Lord Jesus Ohrist, who hath
loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation, and a good hope
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through grace." "Given us." Oh, it must be a good hope if He hath
given it! The Apostle Paul, in writing to the beloved of God in Rome,
who were "called to be saints," says, "Now the God of hope fill you
with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope,
thrnugh the power of the Holy Ghost .. " and, at another time, joining
himself with the brethren in Galatia, he says, ",Ve, through the Spirit,
wait for the hope of righteousness by faith."
It is clear, then, that the origin or spring of a true and genuine
spiritual hope is the work of the Holy Ghost-indeed, is the inevitable
outgoing of life divine-so that we are said to be "begotten again to a
lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead." His
resurrection power, manifesting forth the fact that He had completed
the work of salvation for His people, is exercised in bringing the dead
soul to life through the quickening power of the Holy Ghost, the
token and testimony of which is, a good hope towards God and our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
Thus it follows, hope is known by thEl Object upon which it rests. It
rests upon God, and believes Him to be true to His plans, .purposes,
and promises. It is a firm expectation that all God has declared shall
come to pass, and that all He does to and for His children is for their
eternal good. It rests also on Christ. He is our Hope-the only
Foundation we can build. upon. He is also the sum and substance
of eternal salvation, in which is our hope. So also a Gospel hope rests
on the Holy Spirit, the only Source of divine communication, and from
whom spiritual life and all its fruits and effects come; so that a sound
hope is known from where it rests. Its outgoing is after the Eternal
Three, and, as our passage says, "The Lord will be the Hope of His
people."
Such a hope, too, is fastened upon the covenunt of God, in which we
"have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of .the
hope set before us; which hope we have as an anchor of the soul,
both sure and steadfast, and which entereth into that within the veil,
·whither the Forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an High
Priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec." Such a hope is a
precious fast hold for the soul. Well-tested anchors hold the largest
ships in Her Majesty's fleet, and in the roadstead they ride out the
roughest gale. Vve, too, with such an anchor, can ride out life's roughest
storm" Such a firm hope, of heavenly form,
Will like an anchor prove;
It shall ride out the fiercest storm,
And be absorbed in love."

Mark the blessedness of a hope that is settled upon the truth of the Gospel,
and that takes God at His word. Some pin their faith to the opinions
of men; some to certain creeds that are not founded upon the Word.
Oh, what a mercy it is to come simply to the truth of the Gospel,
and to find one's delight in the precious Word of God! This is our
rule of faith and our ground of hope, and one that will never fail us;
and this makes the Bible such a treasure to us, the companion of our
days. It tells us all that we need, its precious promises and portions
inspiring us again and again with saving hope; and it gives. us the
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histories of those who have gone before us, who have been buoyed up
by this sweet grace of hope. For instance, what a case of blessed
hope we have in that of Abraham! God promised that he should
be a father of many nations. Nothing seemed more unlikely or unpromising. Both himself and Sarah his wife were "old, and well stricken
in age; and it ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women."
Her faith in the promise completely failed, and she actually, in spite
of it, derided the very thought that she should bear a child thus old.
But the good old prophet was not weak in the faith, and" against hope
believed in hope." "Is anything too hard for the Lord ~ " God had
promised. It will be-it must be-accomplished. Tell the stars, if
thou art able to number them, Abraham. So shall thy seed be-and
'80 it was.
But, again, saved by hope. The sweet grace of hope sustains us amidst
the trials and conflicts of the way. An old divine has truly said, " Hope
is like a cork to a net. The lead upon the bottom of the net would
sink it, but the cork bears it up." Our troubles would sink us, but
hope sustains. The leaden-weighted cares of life would indeed sink us
but for the buoyancy of a sound hope in God, which keeps us riding
over the waves of strife.
But perhaps I may be permitted to add to the illustration a little
incident in my own -experience. I found myself one day watching the
simple movements of a fisher-boy. He had weighted and rigged out a
piece of cork with mast and sail, and had pushed his tiny barque from
off the beach on to the rippled sea. It dipped, yet rose again with
the waves, and its movements gave interest to the watchers. But why
did not that frail barque drift far away, and become lost amidst the
jutting rocks ~ Just because the fisher-boy had attached to it a long
"Oh," I thought, "so it is with
cord, which he held in his hand.
me. My Father's hold keeps me. Long since I should have made
shipwreck of my faith, and my tiny barque would have become lost
amidst shoals and rocks, but His hand and His hold keeps me to the
end"" Oh, sacred balm for human woe:A hope that treads on things below!
"ris in the Gospel treasure found,
And makes my happiness abuund."

How sweetly did this grace of hope sustain David in a time of bitter
trial! The Amalekites had invaded the country, smitten and burned
Ziklag with fire, and taken the women captives; so that, when David
and his men came to the city, and found it burned with fire, and their
wives and daughters taken captives, "they lifted -up their voice, and
wept till they had no power to weep." What a painful, pitiful scene!
How a feeling of utter desolation must have prostrated their spirits!
Only fancy, if we came from a long journey, and sought our longed-for
and loved h~me. On the road we mark this and the other which
call up pleasing remembrances, and we draw nearer. How familiar
are the surroundinO's! But anon we come to the spot. But where is
the home, and wh~re the loved inmates ~ Gone! gone! Our habitation in ruins, and our dear ones, where are they ~ Can we imagine
anything more prostrating ~
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But David's trial was yet increased, for the people, attributing all
their losses and crosses to him, threatened to stone him-" Because the
soul of all the people was grieved, every man for his sons and his
daughters." And what did the Lord's servant do in such a perilous
position ~ Sweet hope came to his rescue-" And David encouraged
himself in the Lord his God," and asked the Lord, "Shall I pursue
after this troop ~
Shall I overtake them ~" and God answered,
" Pursue." He did, and, by means of a revived Egyptian, he was
brought to the enemies, and recovered all the spoil. Oh, what would
David have done without precious hope ~ It sustained him-it led him:
to the Lord. The storm swept over him, and he was unhurt.
Perhaps there is no more striking case in the Bible of patient hope
than that of dear old Simeon. Malachi, the last of the minor prophets,
had testified against the wickedness of priest and people, speaking of
the forerunner of Christ as coming, and of the near approach of the
appearance on earth of the Messiah Himself. But years and centuries
rolled on, the people living in superstition and idolatry. We can
well imagine that they derided the prophets and servants of the Lord
in such language as Peter speaks of, saying, "Where is the promise
of His coming ~ for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as
they \Vere from the beginning of the creation." Dear old Simeon stood:
out amidst the desolation, "a just man and devout," in the midst of
all that was contrary, "waiting for the Consolation of Israel." Ah! whocan picture or portray what was involved in that "waiting"? Can
it be a wonder if he was the subject of alternate feelings, for the
Lord yet tarried ~ Still good old Simeon waited. There is something
significant in his very name-" one that hears." He heard when all
was silent. He waited for the promise of God when all seemed dead
against its fulfilment; and why 1 Because" the Holy Ghost was upon
him;" and it was revealed unto him by the divine Comforter that he
should not see death till he had seen the Lord Christ. Did the
revelation fail ~ No, no! "He came by the Spirit into the temple;
and, when the parents brought in the Child Jesus, to do for Him after
the custom of the law," the dear old saint "took Him up in his arms,
and, blessing God, said, Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in
peace, according to Thy word; for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation."
Richly was he repaid for his patient hope, as he clasped in his embrace
his salvation. Nor was he quite alone in his joyous hope. There was
Anua, the prophetess. She was of great age, a widow of fourscore
and four years, who served the Lord night and day. "She, coming
in that instant, gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, and spake of Him
to all them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem."
But, further, a sound Gospel hope will be kn(ywn also by -its being
accompanied by, or mingled with, other graces of the Spi1·it. For instance,
it will be accompanied by fear-not a servile fear, but a filial feara tender drawing near to God. Oh, my soul loathes that presumptuous
familiarity with God, and thoughtless rushing into His presence, that is
seen in our day! No, no; it will not do. If we feel our sinnership,
we shall pause at the threshold of the throne of grace, and, in the
recognition of the purity and holiness of our God, we shall fear Him
and reverence HiQ holy name.
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A Gospel hope, too, will be accompanied by love-that gracious
principle which is wrought in the soul by the power of the Holy
Spirit, and always flies to the Object of our love, even Jesus, "the
Chiefest among ten thousand, and the altogether lovely." Is He so to
you, dear reader ~ Can you say, "I do love Jesus, and I crave to love
Him more" ~ Oh, is it not because He is all thy hope ~
And then a Gospel hope will be accompanied with joy. A sanctified
brightness does come over us when our hope fastens upon a precious
promise of God, and the glistening tear of joy may be seen as we think,
" And is this all for poor me ~ Oh, what a God is mine-so merciful
and gracious!" "Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his
help; whose hope is in the Lord his God!"
But just one more accomparl.iment of a sound hop!:', namely, obedience,
and this is important. Perhaps some of our readers will understand
me when I say, I have hoped for a thing for upwards of forty yearsah! hoped against hope-and yet it is not accomplished. The thing
is not flesh-gratifying, but God-glorifying; and yet it is not granted,
and perhaps never will be. Unbelief would say, "Then it is no use
hoping." Oh, yes, it is; but let our hope be linked with obedience.
" Not my will, but Thine be done." Though the thing is withheld, it
may be granted yet; if not, it is ours to be obedient to the will of
our God, and to feel He is as good and kind in His withholdings as
in His givings.
This sweet grace of hope encourages the se1'vant of the Lord in his
ministry. How often is it, when one has gained a little spiritual libnty
in the pulpit, to tell out of the abundance of the heart the things of
God, that, with lifted up soul, one speaks a word to a hearer, only to
receive a chilly response, if response at all! Many natures are so cold
and repulsive. Sometimes, it is true, there is the warm shake of the
hand and the "God bless you!" from some poor and affiicted one,
who has got a crumb from the Master's table. But, be it as it may, the
minister must go on sowing in hope. Sometimes it seems well-nigh
hopeless w0rk-a preaching indeed to dry bones-ah! "very dry."
Yet there is the hope that the Spirit will breathe, and give life.
"Preach the Word" is still the command; and, as the wind bloweth
where it listeth, so will the Spirit work where He pleaseth. It is ours
to sow pn in hope, resting upon the promise, "He that goeth forth
and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with
rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him."
And not merely is hope a blessed thing with the minister of the
Gospel, but equally is it so with all workers in the Lord's vineyard. Sow on, brother! Scatter the leaflets of divine truth, sister!
God has His purpose in their being wafted hither and thither. You
cannot tell which shall prosper, this or that, but He knows.
In my own experience, I had once a blessed proof of this. In visiting
a dying Christian woman, her daughter reached from behind a lookingglass a leaflet, on which was printed a hymn, when she said to
me, "There, sir, mother has had that hymn read to her again and
again, and it has been her greatest comfort." I looked at it. It was
initialled "G. C." I immediately saw it was my own, and came out
of that bed-room blessing and praising God that ever He should
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permit His poor worm to be the instrument of comforting one of His
afflicted saints.
Oh, beloved, we may well sow on in hope, and plough in hope) too,
leaving the God of the harvest to reap to His own glory.
Lastly, we are saved by hope in OUT expectation of coming glory"Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the
great God and our Saviour Jesus Ohrist." Some people's heaven, in
their calculation, is only a little better than earth. They think earthly
joys will be increased and perfected yonder, and that their delights
here will be developed there. I want no such a heaven. Let us drink
into the preciousness of Ohrist here. This is what we shall want, and
have perfected yonder. This will be heaven indeed. Sweet anticipation ! The prospect of the calm of heaven is joyous to such restless
beings, made restless by the unceasing cares of this life; but oh,
beloved, amidst all"Let thy loins with truth be girded;
Set thy thoughts on things above;
Let thy songs with grace be worded;
Rest in God's unchanging love:
Soon in glory
Thou shalt all its fulness prove."

Beloved, you see how large a letter I have written to you, with
my, own hand; but I must close. In it we have dwelt upon that
telling and touching word "saved "-not merely with regard to the
preservation of the body, but the salvation of the soul. Then we
have met the inquiry, "How is the soul saved ~ "-one pregnant with
importance, tracing the origin of salvation to the plan and purpose of
the Eternal Three, before the foundation of the world, when the Second
Person i.n the ever-blessed Trinity was "sd up from everlasting, from
the beginning, or ever the earth was made," as the Substitute, Sacrifice,
and Salvation of His people, bringing us at once to the covenant of
grace, "ordered in all things and sure.)~ Then we have traced on how
Jesus wrought out all according to that covenant, to effect our complete
salvation, not leaving the matter to the caprice of the creature, but
as omnipotent power wrought it all out, so omnipotent power has
wrought it all in, through the gift of the Oomforter, the Spirit of
truth. To do this He gives life, even life divine, without which the
blessings of that salvation will never be realized. Then we have
thought what it must mean to be saved by hope-that a natural and
carnal hope is not the origin of salvation, but that a sound Gospel
hope is the fruit of the life given. It is the outflowing of saving
grace, the genuineness of which is seen in the Object hoped for"The Lord will be the Hope of His people"-and that, too, in the
Trinity of Persons, such a hope will be fastened as an anchor within
the veil upon a precious Ohrist, and will be settled upon the truth of
the Gospel. Then we have seen how this sweet grace of hope sustains
and supports the poor soul amidst trial, and affliction, and the conflict
by the way, and is known by its being accompanied by, and mingled
with, other graces of the Spirit, such as fear, love, joy, and obedience.
And, again, how this sweet grace encourages the faithful servant of
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the Lord in his ministry, and all Christian workers in the Lord's
vineyard, to "sow in hope;" and, lastly, that we are saved by
hope in the expectation of coming glory. So, beloved, shall we, as
dear RUTHERFORD says, "go to heaven's gates still learning." Blessed
lessons, that are in accordance with the truth of God!
Cherish this sweet grace of hope, beloved. It produces health of soul
_cc Hope thou in God, and thou shalt yet praise Him who is the health
of thy countenance and thy God." We sometimes say, with regard to
a person, "He looks the picture of health." Oh, that it may be said
so of us spiritually, "He is the picture of health, the secret being,
his soul is stayed upon his God." "The Lord will be the Hope of
His people"-

..

!

"Hope is the offspring of a King,
Akin to faith and love;
It stoops, and on its heavenly wing
Wafts trembling souls above.
"Christ is its strength; its object, heaven;
Its fruit is holiness ;
By sovereign grace alone 'tis given
To sinners in distress.
" With such a hope,' from such a Source,
And founded on a Rock,
Through this vain world I'll speed my course,
Nor dread the hea'liest shock."

G. C.

Burto'flron-Trent.
DIVINE WORKING.

IT will doubtless interest many to read the following extract from the
"Earthen Vessel" for April, 1883. It will be seen how gloriously does
our dear Lord work sometimes through apparently the slenderest of
means.
In a short sketch of the life of the late Mr. R. A. LAURE 'CE
(Baptist minister), the writer says, "One day, hearing that a prayer·
meeting was to be held not far from where he then lived, he wrote on
a slip of paper the words, 'Pray for a poor wretch sinking into hell,'
and left it at the place before the meeting commenced. The Lord,
however, did not leave him there, but; in His own time, brought him
to see that, although a sinner, he was a pardoned sinner. Walking
up the City Road one day, his hap was to light on an old bookstall,
and, on opening a copy of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, these words met
his eye, 'Say unto my soul, I am thy salvation,' which were the
means, in, the Lord's hands, of bringing comfort to him, especially
after he found them in the Word of God."
W. C. B.
WE often hear it said by doubting souls, "Oh, I am not worthy of
such love!" &c. Quite true, if we speak of our own worthiness. But
what place do we think ourselves worthy of-an inferior one ~ . This
is not humility, but pride of heart. We are worthy of nothmg at
all. Sovereign, pure grace as all our ground for hope.
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GRACE.
"My grace io sufficient jar thee."-2 CORINTHIANS xii. 9.
THE Apostle had been earnestly entreating for the removal of some
little trial, which he compares to a "thorn in the flesh." Insignificant
as it was, however, he seems to have found it more galling, painful,
and difficult to bear than the stripes, hunger, and imprisonments he
casually alludes to in various places as having been his lot. Now,
the Lord did not literally fulfil the Apostle's prayer for the removal of
the trial. We learn by this that (as one says) prayers are sometimes
answered "ia valorem," but not "in specie." The value of the thing
requested is bestowed when the exact thing itself is withheld. The
blessing is sent in a different way to that in which it is songld. If we
do not get what we ask for, we do get what we need, i.e., all-sufficient
grace. "My grace is sufficient. for thee." This is the Lord's message
to a troubled soul. May His blessed Spirit unfold somewhat of the
rnysterirs of His grace, and apply His own unfoldings to our hearts.
We will take up each word as it stands, noticing1. The God of grace-" My." This little word, as used by Jehovah,
beautifully expresses the fact that He is the Source and Origin of grace.
Grace is the outflowing-the overflowing-of divine love, and evidently
springs from the divine will. It is the undeserved manifestation of
God's free favour t.o man. It began to be revealed when, in the
covenant of grace, the Father chose His Church in His Son, and, in
pursuance of His own gracions purpose to .save His Church, He gave
His Son to die for her, that she, through His death, might have
life.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ is seen in His redeeming work,
by which He wrought out her salvation, suffering the punishment due
to her sins, and spending His life to weave the robe of righteousness,
arrayed in which the Church appears perfect, spotless, and blameless
in the eyes of the King. Thus is she, through grace, "accepted in the
Beloved," and "complete in Him."
It is by the grace-sovereign favour-of the Holy Ghost that the
salvation designed by the Father and accomplished by the Son is
applied to the sinner. This brings us to the next word, which tells
us of2. The grace of God-" grace." Divine grace is of a saving nature,
for "by grace are ye saved." The least grain of grace is efficacious
in the salvation of its possessor. Grace is sove1'eign and free, both in
respect to its objects and operations. Pitching upon the most unlikely
of the human race, it works in each individual according to the foredetermined counsel and purpose of God. Sometimes it is imparted
suddenly in ripe age, with terrible anguish of soul, as with Saul of
Tarsus; and, in another case, it is implanted in the heart of the merest
infant, and gently buds forth in those interesting. breathings after
Jesus, desires to be found amongst the children of God,' and wishes
to be right for eternity, which bear fruit in after years to the glory
2 Q
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of God. It is impossible to lay down any hard and fast rule in regard
to the administrations of the Spirit, which are always inexplicable to
the natural understanding.
Further, the grace of God is ever invincible, breaking down the
strongest barriers, and overcoming the most determined opposition.
"Where sin abounds, grace does much more abouD<l!' It effectually
conquers every heart in which it takes up its abode, bringing the
thoughts and affections into the obedience of Christ. When once
possessed, it is proved to be inextinguishable. The great object of
Satan is to quench the sacred flame, but his attempts are in vain.
Though sometimes damped, it can never die j and, in the worst of
times, grace is found in some measure in exercise in every gracious soul,
even if it be but in dissatisfaction with self, hungerings and thirstings
after the righteousness of Jesus, desires to know more of Him, and
the up-goings of the burdened heart in prayer and supplication for
direction, help, and wisdom. The reader is happy indeed if he
possesses these "tokens of grace." Free grace constrains the feet to
follow the Lord Jesus, the heart to love Him, the soul to seek His
face, the eye to look unto Him, and the ear to listen to His voice.
Grace rescues the lost, raises the dead, enriches beggars, cleanses lepers,
changes hearts, heals wounds, helps the helpless, comforts the afflicted,
revives the drooping, restores the backslider, pardons the guilty,
relieves the distressed, and, in short, is the source from whence all
blessings flow through Christ to the Church.
3. The assertion made-" is." Grace exists. The words stand in the
present tense continually to the eye of the Christian, as he passes in
succession through one divinely-appointed trial after another, showing
that grace always exists in undiminished fulness and sufficiency. The
fifth chapter of Romans contains a full description of the nature, acts,
and properties of reigning, triumphant grace. To the careful and prayerful perusal of this most precious chapter we commend the reader.
The question will arise in each exercised soul, " Does this grace exist
f01·. me and in me ~ >, It is possible for a truly gracious person to fear
he has not grace; and it is a solemn thought that it is possible for
a graceless person to take it for granted that all is well. The fearing and perplexed find it comforting and reassuring to have the
evidences of the possession of the grace of God traced out.
If we have the fea?' of the Lord, we have grace. The fear of the
Lord is a spiritual feeling inwrought by the Holy Ghost in the soula feeling of hostility to and abhorrence of sin, and of heartfelt
inclination and desire to love the Lord. Another proof of grace is
humility. The tendency of the operations of divine grace is to empty,
bring down, aI).d lay low the creature, that Jesus may be exalted.
Furthermore, repentance toward God, faith in our Lord Jesus Christ,
hope in His name, supplication for mercy needed, and thanksgivings
for mercy received, are some of the flowers which spring from the root,
grace, and it assuredly exists wherever these flowers appear.
The present tense verb has special application to the present trouble.
No child of God can ever say that His grace is not sufficient at the
present time. After all, our unbelief and doubts arise more from what
we fear in the future than from what we experience in the present.
I
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The Lord enable His tried and troubled children to remember that, as
His grace is sufficient for them now, so it will continue to be when
the future becomes the present.
4. The sufficiency of grace-" sufficient." Grace is sufficient to save
without works, and it does so j and becomes the source of those works
which are acceptable to God as the fruits of grace, and confirming to
saints as evidences.
By the description of grace being sufficient we understand there
exists a continual and abundant supply. No matter what the nature
and extent of the need may be, there can be no exceeding the riches
of grace.
The term "sufficient" also implies that grace counterbalances that to
which it is placed in opposition-in this case, a "thorn in the flesh."
Now, the same kind and measure of strength which will enable a
person to bear a greate1' trouble, may altogether fail in a lesser one of
a different nature. Small indeed was the thorn,but it penetrated and
wounded acutely. Satan had driven it in, and the fact of its being
.an infernal messenger aggravated its painfulness. Paul,seeking its
removal, got in answer a lesson on the sufficiency of grace which, in
its all-embracing operations, did so prevail as not merely to enable
the Apostle to endure the thorn, but also used this very trial in the
flesh to make him sensible of his own weakness, and, at the same time,
revealed and imparted the Lord's strength, whereby he was able to
even glory in the infirmity. Most strikingly is the sufficiency of grace
displayed in these facts.
5. The extent of this sufficiency-" for." It reaches so far as to supply
every necessity as it rises. Whatever the felt sense of destitution
may be, there is grace "for" the need. It is a storehouse from which
all that is lacking is freely bestowed. However dreadful the emptiness
of all good, grace cau fill with an abundant supply.
Moreover, grace is realized by every longing, praying, seeking one.'
'rhe poor ·and needy alone are either ready or willing to receive it, and
are always (more or less) occupied in applying to the God of all grace
for grace.: and as fast as they call, God bestows. Do sins abound 1
Grace does much more abound, so that sin is blotted out and obliterated
by its sovereign reigning power, exercised, first, in causing the heart to
hate sin j secondly, drawing it forth to seek for and desire pardon and
peace; thirdly,_ applying the pardoning blood and forgiving love of a
precious Saviour. Grace is to every sensible sinner as light from the
sun to the inhabitants of the world. Jesus is the'Sun of Righteousness
in the Gospel firmament j grace is the light which emanates from Him,
warming the heart, fructifying the soul, purging the conscience, and
enlightening the understanding of each one whom its benignant
influences reach.
6. The 1'ecipient of gmce-" thee." Partakers of grace are called by
grace. In Paul's c~nversion, two things were conspicuous-light and
life. The light shone, the life quickened. The brightness of the
former made him blind, and it is a sure fact that, when the true light
of grace shines, our darkness is revealed. Grace which thus laid hold
of Paul did not let him go, but ever proved sufficient amid all the
changing vicissitudes of. his pilgrimage, and sometimes so abounded
2 Q 2
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that he could "take pleasure" in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions for Christ's sake.
Every reader who travels the same thorny road of dependence upon
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ shall assuredly find that, in all
the relationships of life, everywhere, and at all times, the truth of the
divine message will be abundantly verified-" My GRACE IS SUFFICIENT
FOR THEE."

Leicester.

E. C.

DEW-DROPS.
"Blessed are they which do k2tngerand thirst a/tm' righteousness: for they
shall be filled."-MATTHEW v. 6.
IN reading through these several verses, which are known as "Christ's
sermon on the mount," I was led to divide each verse into three parts;
and thus, in glancing down, found the first word of each of these
verses to be "blessed "-that is, blessings on the part of JehovahJesus to bestow, and "blessed" because of their union to Him. Then
we have the blessing in the negative to those poor, mourning, hungering, and thirsting ones; and then is given them the promise for
present and for future possession. And, whilst they are well described
(and oh, what comfort to know that He remembers each in their
individual position, and that all their wants and sighs and tears are
known, and, in His time, remedied by Himself)-whilst we see that
thus are they described, and as surely known of their heavenly Father,
so also is it their joy and rejoicing to look for innumerable blessings
and inestimable eternal benefit to flow from these dark. and cloudy
dealings to them. Perhaps we sometimes forget, when darkness and
dreariness meet us in the way, and trials threaten to overcome us
(though, blessed be God, they never shall)-we forget, perhaps, that
"the Lord hath His way in the whirlwind and in the storm, and the
clouds are the dust of His feet." Why, beloved, if we can realize
tha,t, there is nothing to fear then in the threatening cloud, which we
are so dreading to enter, and fearing lest in it we may be overcome. If
the very clouds we dread are but the d'ust of His feet, then cometh
there' not a blessing to us ~ Oh, yes; but we are so slow to believe
that "He does not afRict willingly, nor grieve the children of men,"
but that" He knows our frame, and remembers we are but dust," and
in love tries us. And thus "the poor in spirit" shall be put in
possession of "the kingdom of heaven;" the mourners shall be comforted;
the meek inherit ·the earth; the hungering and thirsting ones shall be
filled; the merciful shall receive more and more from the Goel of all
their mercies; the pure in heart shall see God; the peacemakers
shall be called" the children of God," from their union with the Prince
of Peace; and for the persecuted and reviled there is laid up. an
exceeding and great reward in heaven.
.
But, to look at our text, we find the position of God's children
shall be "hungering and thirsting after righteousness; " and the
promise is given, and. as surely fulfilled in the experience of each,
"they shall be filled."
Such are called "blessed" because their

~
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"hunger and thirst after righteousness" is God-given and God-approved.
Every feeble desire, every sigh and tear, and the pantings of the
renewed heart after a precious, living Christ, come from Him, and are
therefore acceptable in His sight.
Surely, dear mourning and not comforted one, you who daily and
hourly experience heart-bitterness on account of sin, and who, consequently, dare not presume to think He can have forgiveness and
love for you, surely here is hope for you, since He has shown you
the plague of your own heart. He has ta)lght you thus far Himself,
and here you cannot-nay, you would not-rest. Such a sight and
sense of sin is your first lesson in the school of Christ; and why ~
To show you your absolute need of a perfect Saviour's healing power,
and of a sinless Ohrist's imputation. Oh, wondrous, mysterious love,
that He should be" made sin for us who knew no sin, that we might
be made the righteousness of God in Him"!
Thus you see, beloved-you poor, sighing one-in Him, your cry
is, "Give me Christ, or else I die!" Out of Him, such a desire could
not proceed. Well may He Himself h,we pronounced them "blessed"
who "hunger and thirst after righteousness;" and He is engaged· to
send none bf them· empty away, but, as surely as He has promised
that "they shall be filled," so shall they each "prove Him faithful
that promised, and will also do it."
The position, "hungering and thirsting," is a very safe one, and the
" afterward" shall show it has been a very blessed one. It may be
that we should like to be a little less in the valley and more on the
mount with Him; but then it is so well we cannot have our own
way. He cannot trust all His children with feasting, but then He
never permits them to forego their crumb. They may have to go in
the strength of it for many days, but they still testify to His faithfulness-that they are kept and provided for throughout the journey,
and that that crumb of comfort, that morsel of spiritual food, has
been sufficient to sustain them on the journey, renewing their strength,
raising their hopes, and causing them to press onward and homeward,
where there shall be no need to hunger nor thirst any more.
"Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness,
for they shall be filled."
TheTt! then! We taste here but to hunger
again. . A glimpse of His righteousness here sets us longing for more,
because of our imperfections.
A hungering and thirsting one, mark you, must have had an invitation
to the feast, or he would never be longing to be fed. He would
never have experienced a spiritual appetite, to partake of the good
things the Lord hath provided, had he not had spoken to him the
words of life-" Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters,
and he that hath no money: come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy
And, when sought
wine and milk without money and without price."
out, and brought into the banqueting-house, the Master will say, "Eat,
o friends; drink, yea, drink abundantly, 0 beloved; for all these
things are prepared of My Father for you."
And, again, with everyone of the Lord's dear family who experience
His faithfulness an4 care concerning them, you will be able to tdll. of
your daily portiolJs from the King's table; and, be it but a tmy
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crumb, it will suffice. As the children of Israel had to live by the
day, and of the manna they gathered every morning, " he that gathered
much had nothing over, and he that gathered little had no lack," so
also with us. We journey on, stage by stage, step by step, taught,
fed, and sustained, and given" daily strength for daily need."
. 'e They shall be filled" is God's promise, prerogative, and pleasure to
perform-filled with "the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus
Christ "-filled with" the fruits of the Spirit," which are "joy, peace,
lOng-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and temperance."
And, in our Father's home above, we shall be "filled with all the
fulness of God."
Oh, glorious consummation! From grace to glory,
filled with all the fulness of eternal bliss, never to hunger nor thirst
!Lny more, but to be satisfied, filled, and, from "glory unto glory,"
employ an eternity in tracing out the wonders of our King of glory!
In anticipation of these things, beloved, and in thankfulness. ~t
experiencing this spiritual hungering and thirsting, and a restless spmt
when your Beloved hides His face, and comes not unto you, you can
,sing' ,
.
"Oh, Christ, He is the FountainThat deep, sweet welt of love;
The streams on earth I've tasted;
More deep I'll c.rink above.
There, to an ocean's fulness,
His mercy doth expand;
And glory, glory dwelleth
In Immanuel's land."
, AnJ Immanuel's bride shall share all His glory, and Himself shall lead
. yo~ unto "living fountains of waters."
R.
. "LET .HIM KISS ME WITH THE KISSES OF HIS MOUTH."
(SOLOMON'S SONG

I· •

:

.

i. 2.)

He kiss me! Oh, what condescension!
How it passes comprehension,
That He, the endless theme of angel hosts above,
And so gloriously fair,
Should stoop for me to share
Such marvellous unfoldings df His love!

He kiss me! What tenderer revealing
Could He give-what surer sealingThat He has made me and will keep me all His own?
. A word of love is much,More eloquent a touch.
And better far by deed than word true love is shown.
He kiss me! Oh, miracle of grace!
That gives to me, a sinner, such a. placeSo great a privilege-so rich a dower !
Lord Christ, reveal to me
Thy love, that I may see,
.
And know, and realize its depth and power!
EMMELlNE AGNES SPENCER.
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LEADINGS AND TEAOHINGS.
(Continued f"om page 556.)

ON the 19th December, we bade farewell to our friends at Leicester, spent
the Ohristmas at Uxbridge, from thence to Brighton, and after a few
days went to Ohichester. Here we were strangers, and thus we entered
upon the year '1860, pitching our tent., with the intention of -hearing
some well-known servants of the Lord that preached ftom month to
month in old Provide~ce Ohapel, such as Mr. ROBBS, Mr. E. VINALL, &c.
But the "candle" the Lord had lighted was not to be "hid under a
bushel," and we were soon found out and made manifest to our after
dear friends, Mr. E. VINALL, Mr. PRIOR, Mr. JOHN OAKSHOT, &c.-all
-since entered into their rest, but held in affectionate remembrance
unto this day. No thought at this time of the ministry-man's nor
woman's opinions were anything to me.
.
After a few months, I Bank into a low, moody, musing state, seeking
to be much alone-sitting for hours together on some stile, and reperusing ROMAlNE'S "Life, Walk, and Triumph of Faith." At length
I found employment of some kind was absolutely necessary, both for
mind and body. Being very fond of the garden, and at this time lodging
with a market gardener, I felt a strong desire to meet with a small
villa residence with such an acquisition. Also, it was now time our
furniture should be thought of, as well as the employment; but we were
determined not to leave Ohichester, and the old Huntingtonian cause at
Providence, as well as dear friends there. But God had determined
otherwise, as nothing suitable could be met with till, in reply to an
advertisement, Oastle' Villa, Porchester, Hants, was set before us. Self
and dear partner went to view it, being only a few miles distant. All,
all exactly suited,1 except the "one thing needful "-" a well of living
water "-not to be found- either in the Ohurch or the Wesleyan Ohapel ;
so that clearly, if this was ever to be the place, we must take the "one
thing needful" with us, and to us at that time indispensable. Here
was a struggle which none can understand but God's wrestling Jacobs.
The Michaelmas quarter was at hand, and an answer at an early date
required. It came to this. We determined in childlike simplicity to
put the Lord to a test, as it is written, "If any of you lack wisdom,
let him ask of Go::!, that giveth to all men liberally," &c. (James i. 5) ;
"In everything, by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your
requests be made known unto God" (Phi!. iv. 6). We begged of the
Lord during the time that intervened that He would, on the following
Sabbath, if His blessed will, speak by the mouth of Hi~ servant a word
of counsel and direction. Mr. E. VINALL was to preach on the occasion.
When he took for his text 1 Kings xvii. 9-" Arise, get thee to
Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there: behold, I have
commanded a widow woman there to sustain thee," a plainer "Go i" was
never given in answer to prayer, for throughout his discourse it was
personal, pointed, a~d with power. His remarks on Zidon were
especially so, whilst dwelling on the fact of being an ungodly place
and people, with the solitary exception of the poor widow-a place the
prophet would never have gone to, but by the Lord's special command and direction. The secret was unknown to all save ourselves,
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till they heard, with kind expressions of grief, we were leaving them,
the whole thing being so completely and satisfactorily settled at the
mouth ot the Lord, into whose hand we felt bound to fall, and not
into the hand of man. The place was taken, and a three years' lease
could not be avoided. 'On the 29th of September, in this year, we
entered Castle Villa, Porchester, having been nine months at Chichester.
I soon found benefit in mind and body in being more actively
employed through the winter and spring, but my dear partner at times
felt the isolation from all society, and began, after the first year, to feel
the need of change. At length a door opened for six months' relief. My
landlord's son, a solicitor, was getting married, and asked if I felt
inclined to let the villa, furnished, during the winter months. Terms
were arranged, and on November l~th, 11)61, after seeing bride and
bridegroom comfortably quartered, we at once wended our way to
Southsea, having, on a few special occasions, previously heard the Rev.
J. C. MARTIN, at the Circus, with much satisfaction-no relation, and
at this time a stranger personally, though we had heard of the "Ely
Martins" from both our parents. The word of the Lord, by the mouth
of His servant at Chichester, "Arise, and go," was to have a further
dElvelopment. Ephraim's turning-point was at hand. But, dear Lord,
how can I best condense such a volume of marvellous mercy and
wondrous grace into a few particulars respecting Thy most marked
and significant call of "Go, son; work to-day in My vineyard" 1
During this visit, soon after our arrival, the Rev. J. C. MARTIN
110ught us out, not we him. He at once perceived we were of the" old
school "-no half" Ashdod " and half" Hebrew" people. Just at this
time, his Scripture reader was leaving him for St. Bees' College, with the
intention of entering the Church. Mr. MARTIN called on me. I was out,
but he saw my wife, to whom he said he had called to ask me to conduct
his men's Bible Class at the" Circus," and desired me to call on him,
which I did, and at once declined the thought, as it seemed to me,
of ever treading on such " holy ground." But he was not to be baffled
by a flat denial. His assurance that the Lord had never taught and
told me such things to remain in idleness, was all to no purpose. But
he had such kind, alluring ways that I could not get oft' his "hook,"
notwithstanding the "I will not go." " Well, think it over," he said,
"and I will see you again, after to-morrow' [Wednesday] evening's
service, when Dr. DOUDNEY is going to preach for me."
Wednesday evening came, and, sure enough, there was the reverend
gentleman, giving out, in his own impressive way, the first hymn-" God
moves in a mysterious way," &c. I do not recollect anything marked,
personal, or particular in the discourse; but, after service, Mr. MARTIN'S
"hook" was again felt, saying, "Come with us," which meant Dr.
DOUDNEY and himself. " We are going a little way up the Commercial
Road together." . The comer was no sooner turned, than weighty words
fell in respect to the matter in hand, from Dr. DOUDNEY. I could
not gainsay nor resist, and the result was, my conducting the Bible
Class the next Sabbath afternoon.
No sooner had we parted, than Eelf and the enemy were at once up
in arms; and the exercises of mind passed through in that three
days' interval, and especially on the Sabbath, as I entered upon this
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"call," to speak to about seventy dockyard men and others, I shall
not attempt to describe. The service over, I wished I had never
been such a fool as to attempt it. I was at this time too young. a
student in "Christ College" to appropriate the Apostle's words, "If
any man among you seemeth to be wise in this world, let him become
a fool, that he may be wise" (1 Cor. iii. 18).
But the week evening service was soon upon us. How to go forward
or backward I knew not. I would here specially notice the fact that
it was the fifteenth chapter of St. Luke's Gospel that was under consideration when I undertook to continue the late Scripture reader's
duties. Their usual form of questioning the hearers as to their views
on the given portions for meditation I could not manage, so broke
through all that seemed to bind me hand and foot, and came at once
to the point as to the fact-" It was a faithful saying, and worthy of
all acceptation, that Jesus Christ did come into the world to save
sinners," of whom I felt myself the chief. Hence, then and there, for
the rest_ of my time, my poor feeble labot:fs depended alone on the
Holy Spirit's power and application of the Word, and an experimental
knowledge and acquaintance with one's self as a law-condemned, sinconvinced, lost, ruined, undone sinner.
" Neither was there salvation
in any other: for there was none other name under heaven gi\'en among
men whereby we must be saved" (Acts iv. 12).
"How sweet the name of Jesus sounds
In a believer's ear!
It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds,
And drives away his fear.
"It makes the wounded spirit whole,
It calms the troubled breast;
'Tis manna to the hungry soul,
And to the weary rest."

..

No j nothing short of the eternal, electing love of God the Father,
the redeeming blood and rightoousness of God the Son, and the regenerating power of God the Holy Ghost, will avail in a quickened sinner's
conscience to give peace of mind and security to the sou!. "For there
are Three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the "V ord, and the
Holy Ghost: and these Three are One. And there are three that bear
witness in earth [or earthen vessel possessing the treasure], the Spirit,
and the water, and the blood j and these three agree in one" risen Lord
of life and glory (1 John v. 7, 8).
It will be seen how suited to my purpose were the parables under
consideration of the "lost sheep" and tbe "prodigal son."
The
" machine" now seemed to go without scrooping, and I firmly believe
I have the Lord's warrant for saying He contirmed His own ""Vord with
signs following.
Evidences of this would be too voluminous to set
forth in detail, "but the day shall declare it, when He writeth np the
people," and counteth His jewels, that ., this man was born," or
enlightened, or encouraged, or comforted, or cheered, or made to hope
in God's mercy, "there."
I visited many, as dear Mr. MARTIN directed, giving me from time to
time a list. The visits were especially blessed to my own soul, in accord
with the Lord'" gracious promise, ., He that watereth shall be' watered

-
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also himself" (Prov. ix. 25), and I had good reason to know, to the
immortal souls of others. I could fill sheets with most interesting cases,
one and all showing that the good seed sown by the Lord's servant at the
Circus was proving the truth of Isaiah Iv. 11, "So shall My Word be
that goeth forth out of My mouth; it shall not return unto Me void,
but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the
thing whereto I sent it."
What a proof I have of this in the large-sized photo of a youth, framed
in gold, aud now before me in the room in which I am writing!
The youth alluded to caught my eye and attracted my attention for
the first time, sitting below the dockyard men in the Bible Class meeting
-evidently led of God the Holy Ghost to "seek first the kingdom of
God and His righteousness," but then without the least idea of the
"all things that were to be added thereunto." He took his seat, I
noticed, amongst the lowest,· by which I mean the lower seat, amidst
those honest, hard-working dock labourers. And now-aye, what about
now 1 If ever he should read these lines, the writer and reader could
well afford to be one in heart, soul, and spirit before the God of all
grace and Father of all mercie~, in confessing, wit.h shame and confusion
of face, "Not unto us, not unto us, but unto Thy name, 0 Lord, be
all the praise, honour, and glory," for so marvellously and wonderfully
going before and opening up the way even to his present high and
responsible position as partner in one of the oldest, soundest, and largest
of city and colonial merchants, who in part control, as directors, even
the destinies of the Bank of England itself, as well as their own enormous
home and colonial affairs, where he specially represents the firm at the
present time, and for years past, in a far-off land, in which he has resided
the last eighteen years, being this year elected president of an oldestablished bank. With the exception of the few intervals during his
visits to England, not one monthly mail has failed, since his departure,
'without a lengthened mutual correspondence. He is a firm supporter
of the Protestant Church in a colony where Romanism is in the
ascendancy, even at times reading the lessons, to assist the Lord's
afHicted servant-also specially selected by the Governor to a seat on
the Board of Education.
I could add much respecting this dear
brother in Christ, but for obvious reasons must forbear. He has ever
evinced the deepest interest in all that concerns the welfare and
prosperity of the cause at the Circus Church, desiring monthly to be
specially informed of all particulars in reference to his old pastor, the
Lord's late afHicted servant, the Rev. J. C. MARTIN. He is a subscriber
to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, as sent direct from Messrs. W. H. and L.
COLLINGRIDGE, esteeming highly for his labour of love and works' sake
the beloved Editor.
Our six months at Southsea expired on May 12th, 1862, when we
returned to Castle Villa, Porchester, to muse and meditate in astonishment at what our wonder-working God had wrought, in thus "moving
in so mysterious a way," as impressed upon us on the before-named
occasion. The thought would arise at times, "Does old Mrs. PRATT'S
prophecy really mean anything after all1 Well, God alone knows.
Here I am, His clay; but He must be the Potter." Hence, for a little
season, a "willing mind."
-
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The time till April of the next year was interspersed with niany
pleasing incidents and remembrances. The Rev. J. C. MARTIN would
frequently pay us a visit, bringing with him friends. At one time
we were favoured with a visit from Mr. and Mrs. MARTIN, seniorra-nd
family, of Littleport, during their stay at Southsea, who did not fail to
leave their footprints behind them; also one other visitor who stamped
a lasting impression, such as time will never erase. It was Dr. FOLEY.
The name alone will suffice-a weighty-worded man, as clearly may'be
seen in his sermons, since publi§lhed in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Sometimes I would run down to Southsea, with a basket of fruit for the
sick invalids I left behind, till another winter was passed, which brings
me to my more significant call to the ministry.
It is written in the Psalms, "A seed shall serve Him; it shall be
accounted to the Lord for a generation. They shall come, and declare
His righteousness unto a people that shall be born, that He hath done
this" (Psa. xxii. 30, 31). The prophet also, by the Holy Ghost, says,
"Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation.
And in that day shall ye say, Praise the Lord, call upon His name
[margin, 'proclaim His name '], declare His doings among the people,
make mention that His name is exalted. . . . . Cry out and shout,
thou inhabitant of Zion: for great is the Holy One of Israel in the
midst of thee" (Isa. xii. 3-6); also, "The Lord thy God in the midst
of thee is mighty; He will save, He will rejoice over thee with joy.
. . • . I will gather them that are sorrowful for the solemn assembly,
who are of thee, to whom the reproach of it was a burden" ('Zeph.
iii. 17, 18). "In the midst of thee "-" Christ formed in the heart' the
hope of glory" by .the indwelling power of God the Holy Ghost.,
In April, 1863, as we were beginning to settle down on our lees, a
messenger, specially sent by our dear. brother, the Rev. J. C. MARTIN,
arrived with a letter, enclosing one from a Church and people at Salisbury, who from time to time had met together in the private residence
of the late Dean WALDEGRAVE, but, after his elevation to the see of
Carlisle (the Churches for the most part being congregations of the
dead), had formed a committee that, on Lord's Days, might be held
in a large assembly room hired for this purpose, using the usual form of
Church service as at the" Circus," and where one of Mr. MARTIN'S late
Scripture readers, being called to the ministry, preached. He was now
laid by, and needed rest and change for a few weeks, hence a request
for me to supply their need. .
I had never seen Salisbury, therefore was a perfect stranger; but it
appeared I was at once suggested to the mind of Mr. MARTIN, who, in
a pressing appeal, begged I would go and preach for the afflicted brother,
then gone to the Isle of Wight. Here was "Go" again, but not at all
a clear one to my Lnind. An immediate answer was required per return
of messenger. It was then Friday, and the request was for the following Sabbath.
Leaving the dear old man, whom we knew at Southsea, with my wife,
who was anxious to leave by next train, I went upstairs and spread the
letters before the Lord. "Lord," I said, "I am in a great strait.
What wilt Thou have me to do-go or stay ~ What am I to do ~"
Both Moses' and Jeremiah's pleas were pleaded. "Lord, who am I, that
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I should go to Salisbury, to bring forth the children of Israel out of
Egypt 1" No" Certainly I will be with thee," &c. "Ah! Lord God,
behold, I cannot speak, for I am a child." No" Say not, 'I am a
child,' for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee." No; no answer
could I get from the Lord in my then confused state of mind arid
perplexity, so I resolved most emphatically to decline, sending the word
of advice that they could not do better than read one of the Dean's
excellent sermons, and despatched the messenger. Thus I returned again
to the words before alluded to, Matthew xxi. 28-31 : "Son, go work
to-day in My vineyard. And he answered, I will not."
My reply being an emphatic negative, I fain would have consoled
myself that the matter was now quite set at rest. The" Go, son,"
on the former occasion, was in respect to a Bible Class, not preaching,
and this had lost its savour, unction, and power, so that we had as
yet no divine call, as we conceived, to a work of the ministry.
(To be continued.)

THE NAMES OF JEHOVAH.
"My name Jehovah." -EXODUS vi. 3.
"JEHOYAH - ELOHIM ! "
Creator
great,
Who art with glorious attributes
arrayed,
To Thee by heaven and earth and all
therein,
Be everlasting praise and worship
paid.
(Gen. ii. 4.)

"JEHOYAH·NISSI!"-in the midst of
foes,
The glOl:ious banner of Thy love
unfurled,
Waves o'er our heads-yea, Thou our
Banner art,
By faith in whom we ·overcome the
world.
(Exod. xvii. 15.)

"JEHOVAH·JIREH !" who our ruin
saw,
And as a Ransom did Thyself provide,
As guilty sinners we would fly to
Thee,
hd in Thy bosom from Thine anger
hide.
(Gen. xxii. 14.)

"JEHOVA..H·SHALOM! "-Thou who al't
" our peace,"
Oh, whisper calm to every troubled
heart!
Say to the raging walers, "Peace, be
still! "
.And make each unbelieving fear
depart.
(Judges vi. 24.)

.' , J EHOYAH·RoPHI !"- sick, diseased
with sin,
We come to Thee who canst our
sickness heal;
Oh, touch and cleanse each plague.
spot of our souls,
And grant us life and strength with·
in to feel!
(Exod. xv. 26.)

"JEHOYAH·TsIDKENU! "-we love that
name,
Which bids us know, while pardon.
ing, Thou art just;
"The Lord our Righteousness" shall
be our song,
" The Lord our Righteousness" our
only trust.
(Jer. xxiii. 6.)

" JEHOYAH·SHAMMA..H!" soon, oh, soon descend,
And make this earth again Thy blest abode!
Bid sin and sorrow cease, and come and reign,
Our ever-gracious, ever-present God!
\Ezek'. xlviii. 35.
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PENCIL JOTTINGS.

COMMUNION OF SAINTS.-In the occasional meeting personally with
those with whose histories one has been familiar, how sweet it is to contemplate the all-sufficiency of that grace of which they have been made
the partakers! How does the prolongation of their lives, after, it may
be, the very keenest and severest of afflictions, prove holY true the Lord
has been in giving them strength equal to their days! Moreover, how
does their very calmness and placidity further prove likewise how
abundantly He recompenses after, as well as sustains under, trial!
How beautifully is the "afterward" brought forth! " No affliction is
for the present joyous, but grievous; nevertheless, afterward it yieldeth
the peaceable fruit of righteousness to them which are exercised
thereby."
,
TmALs.-I sometimes look upon certain persons whom I have known
to have been sorely afflicted or tried, and mentally exclaim, "And is
it possible that you have undergone such and such trials, or been the
subjects of such and such afflictions 1" Yet so it is. If, therefore, such
are the reflections now, amid all the present surroundings of trial and
pain and sorrow, what will it be by-and-bye, when the whole Church
of the First-born shall have been for ever freed from all the turmoil of
the time-state, and shall bask for ever in the full sunshine and uninterrupted glory of the Sun of Righteousness 1 Well might the immortal
TOPLADY sing"If such the sweetness of the streams,
What must the fountain be,
Where saints and angels draw their bliss
Immediately from Thee 'I .,

AN ALL-IlIiPORTANT INQuIRY.-" The doctor told me that my heart
is so affected, that I might die at any moment." Such were the words
of a well-taught and long and deeply-tried believer. She added that
such a state of things led her to ask herself how matters stood for
eternity, and immediately the following portion was brought to her mind,
"Wherein God, willing more abundantly to show unto the heirs of
promise the immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath: that
by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie,
we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay
hold upon the hope set before us" (Heb. vi. 17, 18). She then appealed
tQ the Great Searcher of hearts, with a "Lord, Thou knowest that I
have fled to lay hold of the hope set before me in the Gospel."
She
then quoted the first verse of a hymn of DANIELHERBERT's, which runs
thus•• Christ is my hope, and my salvation, too;
I now am dying; 'tis all I have to do;
My hope is fixed, I will not be afraid;
A sinner saved I am ; my debts are paid."

Reader, are you a partaker of a good hope through grace, that thus

ym. can talk about sickness, death, eternity ~ Oh, how vast the boon-how
inestimable the blessing-how gracious the gift-that enables the possessor
to exclaim, "I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that
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He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him against that
day"! What a distinguishing mercy, when brought into dying circumstances, to be able to say, in ·the language of the hymn-writer just
quoted, "I now :j.m dying; 'tis all I have to do"! _.
D.

EXPERIMENTAL PREACHING.
IN this poorJ fallen, fleshly state, it is next to impossible even to record
the Lord's. gracious leadings and dealings, without self and pride and
the fl~s~, III some way or other, betraying themselves. Even through
the lattIces of grace corrupt nature may be discovered. We feel it;
we acknowledge it; we are humbled on account of it. We would
often-and we would at this moment--be mute; we would prostrate
ourselves in the dust; be "swift to hear and slow to speak." But a
counter-thought suggests itself" Why should the mercies God has wrought
Be lost in silence and forgot'I"

The Psalmist said, "Come, all ye that fear God, and I will declare to
what He hath done for my soul."
And whilst,. on the one hand,
seeking to cherish a becoming humility about the Lord's personal acts
towards one, we must beware, on the other, lest, under a fancied or
an assumed modesty, we are taking refuge beneath what is in reality
a non-acquaintauce with those acts. Thousands and tens of thousands
of professors do this. They condemn all records of the Lord's doings
and dealings with His children as being self, self, self; whereas this
very condemnation is but to cover and cloak their own absolute want
of a personal, heartfelt, experimental acquaintance with those dealings.
If a man's life had been in· peril, would he not, if rightly affected,
testify with a warm heart and· a free tongue of his danger and of his
deliverance 1 If a man had been labouring under some fearful malady,
which had baffled the skill of all who had undertaken his cure, would
he not-if at length restored to health-speak at least somewhat of
his ma;lady, and also, in admiration and gratitude, testify of the ability
.
.
and kindness and vigilance of his physician 1.
This is ~ust what we mean by expeTimental, pT~aehing :and teaching;
and once for all we say that, whenever' any of OM records, bear, or
would appear to bear, on self, it is, on our par1J., wit,h the intel'lsest
desire that we personally should "hide behind the cross," whilst,
however -feeble the effort, we would exhibit Christi, in His love, condescension, faithfulness, and power.-Gospel Magazine, 1853.
[Thus we wrote, upwaJ;ds of one-and-thirty years ago, alid what
There are those
were our sentiments then are our sentiments now.
who speak of experimental preaching as being an objectionable raking
up of all the filth and degradation of poor fallen human nature. Such
a charge is a libel upon the truth. What we understand by experimental preaching is, an endeavour to testify of the boundless love and
rich, distinguishing grace and mercy of a covenant God in Christ. It
IS the lost declaring how mercifully and marvellously he was found. It
Y011
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is the prodigal testifying of the boundless love and matchless pity of
his father, in running to meet and welcome him home, after all his base
ingratitude and wild wanderings. It is the 7'ebel pardoned, and not
merely restored to former respect and responsibility, but taken into
the favour and friendship of the sovereign to whom he had played the
traitor. It is the cb'owning man speaking wi',h gratitude and admiration of him who had sacrificed his own life in order to save him. It
is the testimony of one who was raised from the very jaws of death, by
the voluntary infusion of blood from the veins of the doctor, who died
in this act of self-sacrifice. It is the debtor accounting for his discharge
from prison by payment of his debts upon the part of a stranger.
Now, we ask, in the few illustrations out of the many that might
be thus given, would there be ground for pride, self-gratulation, or
creature-boast, in any Ol;le of the instances we have named 1 Would
the lost one dwell upon the fact of his perilous position with a species
of self-satisfaction, at the same time being comparatively silent as to
the seeking and the saving upon the part of his deliverer 1 Would
-the prodigal go into details with respect to his wanderings, and dwell .
at length upon all he had seen and heard during his absence from
home, to the almost total exclusion of any reference to the pity and
compassion and tenderness of the father who had so eagerly and
rejoicingly welcomed him back to that home ~ Would the traitor revel
in his description of his disloyalty and designs against his sovereign
to even the non-allusion-not to say grateful recognition-of the
clemency and unmerited kindness of that sovereign 1 Would the
drowning man be indifferent to the character, the memory, the family
interests of him who had sacrificed his own life on his behalf ~ Would
the patient so near death be regardless of the act of the doctor who
had opened his own veins and infused his own life-blood, to his own
destruction, in order to save a fellow-creature ~
We contend that these imaginary cases only imperfectly represent the
actual promptings of the feelingly lost, helpless, and undone sinner, who
has been rescued from the most fearful and disastrous of all captivities,
saved from the most dreadful of all judgments, and delivered from the
most direful and enduring of all deaths. It is not to himself,_ therefore,
he would call attention, neither would he needlessly dwell upon all that
he was, or where, or when; but his one leading and all-important wish
and effort would be to present to the listener the Person of his Deliverer,
in all His unselfishness, His sympathy, His tenderness, His boundless
compassion, His wondrous love, His marvellous mercy, His astounding
forbearance, His matchless goodness, His imperishable interest, His
omnipotent power. Oh, yes, it is Christ, his Daysman; Christ, his
Intercessor; Christ, his Substitute; Christ, his Redeemer; Christ, his
Representative; Christ, his Forerunner; Christ, his Advocate on high;
Christ, his Brother, his Friend that sticketh closer than a brother;
Christ, his Head; his Lord, his eternal Portion-yea, his everlasting
"All and in all "-to whom he would perpetually look, and upon whose
Person, merits, and work he would continuously dwell. This, this is
what we considerEXPERIMENTAL PREACHING.

THE

EDITOR.]

-
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THE NATURE OF THE COMING STRUGGLE, AND HOW WE
MAYBE:ST PREPARE o.URSELVES FOR IT.
[The annexed paper, from the pen of the Re,'. ARTHUR MANSFIELD,
was read at a recent clerical meeting at Elberton Vicarage, near Bristol.
We gladly give it a place in these pages, as affording a wider scope for
matters of such vast importance. We trust the subject will have its
due weight with our readers.-ED.]
OUR text or thesis takes it for granted that there is a crisis at hand,
a struggle between two forces, and one of no ordinary severity. It
may be as weD, however, as all of us may not possibly be agreed that
allY very great crisis or struggle is at hand, to examine the grounds
Qn which my anticipation of such an event is based. Let us then
inquire, first, whether there is any indication in the '-IVord of prophecy
of an impending struggle, and then look round us and see if, in the
signs of the times, we can discover any forebodings of such. a storm.
With regard to prophecy, we know that the interpretations of it
differ so widely from each other, and that there are so many of these
various explanations, that one is almost afraid to place any confidence
in any of them. But, except among that school in interpretation which
refuses to see anything in the Book of Revelation, or in Daniel, but
what has long ago been fulfilled, or among those who will have it
that all the prophesies are yet future-both of which I hold to be so
absurd as to shut themselves out from being regarded as sober, honest
expositors-except, I say, among them, dces not there seem to be a
general consent among interpreters of prophecy that the time is athand when there is to be a great change in the state of the Church
and of the world ~ The form of this change-the shape which the
great event predicted will take-is not agreed on. Some look for the
Personal appearance and coming of the Lord Jesus in power and great
glory, to reign as King over toe world, to bless His Church and
people, and to subdue His enemies. Some look for a spiritual reign
Qf Christ, and a great and general or universal outpouring of the
Spirit of God upon mankind'; the destruction of Popery and 'Mohammedanism; the abolition of all false religions, and conversion of the
But, whatever difference there may be in these
world to Christ.
;respects, there is a very general agreement in the feeling that the time
is at hand-that the 1,260 days, forty-two months, or three-and-a-half
years, are nearly expired-the time of the witnesses prophesying in
:sackcloth, and that we are on the eve. of very great events. And I
think there is also a general feeling that these events will be ushered
in by great religious and political convulsions, though, of course, those
who expect them differ both as to their nature and severity. Some
expect a time of persecution of the people of God, prior to the over.throw of His 'enemies; others think the troubles will fall only on the
latter. On the whole, I may say that it is difficult for anyone who
believes the prophecies of the Bible to be divinely inspired, and studies
them attentively, to rise from those studies without the feeling that
the time draweth nigh that will put an end to the present state of
things-the time when the power and judgment and glory of the Lord
will be manifested more plainly than they have yet been.
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If such, then, is the impressio~ left on the mind by the study of
prophecy, do we see anything in the signs of the times to strengthen
and deepen that impression 1 Here, I think, there can be no two
opinions among thoughtful observers of the progress of events. That
progress has been exceedingly, startlingly rapid. If we look back only
thirty years, we cannot but be struck with the altered aspect of affairs
both in the Church and in our country, and, indeed, in the civiliz3d
world. Thirty years ago, the counter Reformation movement was certainly making way, but it was met by a good deal of opposition. The
advances .of the liomanizers were resisted; the renewed activity of the
Papists excited alarm and indignation-wit;ness the stir that was made
in the country when the Pope portioned England out into dioceses,
giving territorial titles to Romish bishops. But now we ha\'e become
accustomed to all these things. Cardinal-Archbishops are duly gazetted
with their illegal titles, and precedence given them over bishops of
'the Church of England. The Jesuits swarm into our country, buy large
properties, and setLle down unmolested to carry on their mischievous
intrigues. Perverts to Popery have gone on increasing in number,
especially among the nobi!ity and gentry, and persons of great wealth
has the apostate Church gathered as recruits. The Protestant Church
of Ireland has been disestablished and robbed; Maynooth, the grant
to which used to be fought over every year, has been permanently and
handsomely endowed; Roman Catholic chaplains are paid by the
State; vast sums of money are paid to schools under the management
of priests and nuns. In our own Church, the confessional is at work;
the Mass is practically set up; the laws of the Church, appealed to
at great cost, are openly defied j the decision of judges set, at nought;
the bishops, some of them openly, favour the law-breakers; most of
them connive at their illegal practices; a very few make a feeble
resistance to their encroachments. The Church Association has fought
well and done good service, in the face of undeserved obloquy, in
showing the unlawfulness of Ritualistic innovations. But, partly through
the culpable apathy or connivance of the bishops, but still more through
the spirit of indifference to Protestant truth that has come over the
people generally, the successes gained by the Church Association have
been rendered practically useless, and there seems now to be nothing
left for it to do to stem the tide of Romaniziug encroachment.
This is an old story, and well worn by repetition, and I ought to
apologise for going over it before you; but it was necessary just to
glance at the progress made towards un-Protestantizing our Church, in
order to help us to realize the present position of affairs among us.
There is another aspect, however; which it presents to us that is even
more serious than this-I mean the progress of scepticism, or decay of
real faith in the Word of God, so painfully visible among us. It was,
I believe, as a reaction from the Tractarian movement that the Rationalist
movement began. From Popery to infidelity is the natural course taken
by the human mind. The fettering of all thought, and the enforcing
of blind obedience to Church authority, cause men to rush back into
a rejection of all revelation, and a refusal to believe anything at all
beyond. what they can understand. In this Rationalistic movement we
see very great progress, and even more rapid than in the other. We
2 R
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may some of us remember the first publishing ot the book called
" Essays and Reviews," and how we were all disturbed at its appearance;
but such a book appearing among us now would cause no demurring.
We have become used to such things-indeed, we have gone far br-yond
that book. So with Bishop COLENSO'S "Criticisms on the Books of
Moses." No clergyman need fear now to hold or to preach as much
as-aye, and a good deal more than-CoLENSO ever wrote against the
inspiration of Scripture.. At Oxford, and notably at BalJiol College,
fellows and tutors not only hold infidel opinions, but teach them
unblushingly and unrebuked to the young men at their lectures. In
fact, it is to be feared that the hold which a great num her even of
. the clergy" of the Church of England have on even the great trut ~I' of
Christianity is but feeble.
From what I have heard, Nonconforlllist
ministers are further gone still in the direction of so-called free-thought
than the clergy of our Church. And, if this is the case with the
ministers of religion, what can we expect to find among the people at
large ~ Never, surely, since the world began was atheism so bold in
its utterances. Never have men so entirely burst God's bands asunder,
All idea of a Supreme Being
and castaway His words from them.
is done· away with, except as an unknown, unknowable Entity, with
whom we practically have nothing to do.
One particular symptom of the decay of faith among us is the extent
to which a disbelief in the eternal punishment of the wicked prevails
in the country. Some years ago, when Professor MAuRICE;; published
a book, not so much actually denying as throwing doubt on the ever-

, •

• Reference as above to Professor :flLn:RlcE reminds us of a letter which
appeared in the papers some months since. We quote it, in proof of what are the
sympathies of the man who takes so prominent a part in the government' of this
kingdom at the present time, and, as the Editor of the British Pt'otesta"t shows, has
done, and is doing, his utniost to further Romanism, and thus bring us back ai a
• nation to the darkness and tyranny, in the resistance of which our Reformers paid
the penalty of their lives.-ED. .
THE PREMIER AND THE LATE REV. F.· D. MAURICE.
The s\lbjoined letter from Mr. GLADsroNE will appear in all future copies issued
of the" Life of Frederick Denison Maurice." Anyone who has already a copy
of the book can be supplied with the letter, without charge, as a separate page for
insertion : "10, ])owning Street, Wliitehall, Good F"iday,
".LIp,·il 11th,; 1884.
"DEAR MR. J\'lACMILL~'<,-I read through the whole of the' Life of Maurice' wbich
you were so kind as to send me. The picture of him as a Christian soul is one of the
most touching, searching, and complete that I have ever seen in print. He is indeed
a 'spiJ:itual splendour,' to borrow the phrase of Dante about St. Dominic. His intellectual constitution had long been, and still is, to me a good deal of an enigma.
When I remember what is said and thought of him, and by whom, I feel that this
must be greatly my own fault. My main object in writiJlg to you, however, is to say
a word for Bishop BLOMFIELD, with regard to that untoward occurrence, the dismissal
from King's College. The biographer treats the Bishop as virtually one of the
expelling maj ority, and this on the seemingly reasonable ground that, as it appears,
the Bishop was the author, or a party to the expelling motion. But he was an
impulsive man, too rapid in his mental movements, and a man not ashamed to
amend. I think I can bear testiJuony, not only that he was satisfied with my
amendment, but that he would have been well pleased if it had been calTie.d. In a
word, that, if he had ever taken the ground of the Radstock-Inglis majority, he had
ab~nc1oned it. I should be glad, if it were thought rigbt ill any reprint, to "ay a

..
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lasting ruin of the wicked, there was a very considerable outcry against
it, and he was looked on as a man of very questionable orthodoxy.
But now we not only have had such men as Archdeacon FARRAR
preaching a course of sermons in Westminster Abbey that went far
beyond MAURICE in his denial of what has ever been the doctrine of
our Church, but I believe a very large proportion of the clergy and
of Nonconformist ministers have given up their belief in this doctrine j
and so much has this disbelief spread among laity and clergy that
even those who still hold it are very much reserved in bringing it
forward.
Now, I know that, with many, this point is not considered one of
much importance.
It is often· thought that we may give way here
without losing hold of the vital truths of the Gospel, and, therefore, it
is not a very serious matter what people think on that particular
subject. Far be it from me to declare that error with regard to future
punishment will shut a man out of heaven, but that it is not of
very serious importance I strongly deny.
I look on the rejection
. of the doctrine of future punishment as the thin end of the wedge,
whereby opportunity is given to the enemy to split up a person's faith
in all the great truths of the Bible. The thought of hopeless and
unending punishment is indeed dreadful to all our natural feelings, and
our feelings are our weakest point. Through them we lie most open to
attacks from the enemy of our salvation. It is comparatively an easy
matter for him to work upon our feelings j and, in yielding to those
feelings, we are often able to persuade ourselves that we cannot be
wrong-there can be .no sin even if we are wrong j it is at most but
an amiable weakness. But we can see, even in daily life, that what
are commonly called "the feelings" are a very unsafe guide, and often
lead to serious mischief. In the administration of justice, in the school,
in the household, even in the family, it does not do to be governed
by one's feelings. How much more dangerous is it to allow our human
word to this effect, or let it be known, at any rate, that such an opil~ion is entertained.
"Yours most faithfully,
"W. E. GLADSTONE. "
" 'People hardly realize,' says a writer in the Pall Mall Gazette,' the extent to
which Mr. GLADSTOYE is leaving his mark on the Chmch of England.' Our readers
can bear us WItness that, at any rate, the B"itisl, Protestant is not chargeable with
indifference on this point, for we hold it as a demonstrable fact that the potent
influence which the PREmER, the friend of Dr. PUSEY, Dr. }L~XNING, and Dr.
NEwMAN, has for years exercised in the appointment to the chief dignities in the
Church of men of notoriously Ro~sh sympathies is nothillg short of a sore national
judgment. No fewer than seventeen bishops, thirteen deans, and eighteen canons
owe, under the Crown, their preferment to the destroyer of the Protestant Church
in Ireland. There are more ways than one of serving the cause of the Papacy, and
the plotting priest at the Vatican owes as deep a debt of gratitude to Mr. GLADSTOXE,
for his anti-Protestant appointments in the Established Church of England, as for
his disestablishment of the Protestant Church in Ireland. ·With such men as
Canon KNOX-LITTLE, Canon M,\.CCoLL, Canon LlDDON, Canon Ke'G, and Doctors
OAXLEY, COWIE, and RlDDING, to do the work of Romanizing the people of England,
'the man of 8in' can afford to wait a while ere he reap the coveted harvest. The
author of ' Vaticanism ' is the stoutest buttress of which Ultramontanism on British
soil can boast, and apparently the sons and daughters of an ancestry whose boast
erst was that' Britons never will be slaves' love to have it so! "-British Protestant,
September.
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feelings, weak and erring as we know them to be, even in mundane
affairs, to dictate what God ought to do, as Sovereign Judge of all !
I believe that is a part--and no small part-of t.he trial of our faith,
that the declarations of Scripture often grate harshly upon our natural
feelings; and that, as we have to believe a great deal that we cannot
see, on the testimony of the Word of God, so have we to acquiesce in
a great deal that we do not naturally feel to be right, when the will
of God has been clearly made known to us. If it can be clearly shown
that the old orthodox interpretations of the declarations of God's ViT ord
respecting the punishment of the wicked are incorrect, then let us correct
them; and whatever hope is held out of their ultimate recovery, or even
of their amelioration, by God in His Word, let us heartily accept. But,
for my part, I can see no such hope held out; and it seems to me that,
by allowing yourself to doubt what God has said about the wrath to
come, or to pare down the severity of His righteous judgment, you enter
on a course of extreme danger, and are likely to be led on, step by
step, from denying the eternity of punishment, to curtail the length
of it from the ages of ages to a shorter and shorter period, and from a
short period of penal suffering to none at all-to annihilation after
death-thus doing away with man's accountability-denying that there is
any judgment to come; and, I believe, going on still further-to question
even the reward of the righteous, and getting rid of the expectation
of a future state, and at last rejecting the nnseen altogether-angel,
spirit, resurrection, yea, God Himself! Such I do verily believe has
been, in some cases, the course that men's thoughts have taken from this
beginning, namely, denial of eternal punishment; and that, if we could
get at the views of vast numbers of intelligent men among the upper
and middle classes and mechanics, and even in a ruder form among
the labouring class, we should find that hell is a mere name to them,
which they have ceased to tremble at, and that they believe very little,
or no more than they can see or know by their own experience.
And I thiuk I can see in this want of faith in a divine power,
in a just and awful retribution, and in the solemn realities of eternity,
the germ of a general relaxing of order and government, and a tendency
in society to dissolve itself into a state of lawlessness and anarchy
that bodes no good, but very serious evil. There is a morbid sympathy
with criminals, and a weakness in dealing with them, on the one hand;
and, encouraged by this, an ever-increasing lawlessness, which, unless it
be checked, must end in upsetting all good government, and filling the
land with violence.
.
I must not attempt to prophesy, but do we not all feel that a change
-a crisis-is at hand ~ that things cannot remain as they are ~ that
Popery increases, at least in England; infidelity increases; anarchy
increases, almost all over the world ~, that the restraints of law and
.authority, of creeds and systems, are being everywhere relaxed ~ and
that men (and women, too; for, in the higher education of women, we
see only another phase of the same tendency) are throwing off everything that fetters them, whether human or divine, and becoming as gods
to themselves ~
That passage in Haggai-" Thus saith the Lord of hosts: Yet once, it
is It little while, and I will shake the heavens, and the earth, and the
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sea, and the dry land; and I will shake all nations, and the desire of
all nations shall come," though fulfilled primarily in our Lord's first
coming, yet seems to be about to receive another and II).ore complete
fulfilment.; and what seems to me to be the shape that events are
likely to take, judging from their present condition, is this-a prevalence,
to a certain extent, .of Popery, and, I fear, such a yielding to it in
our country as may bring sore judgments upon us; a strong effort,
perhaps among the huge Mussulman populations, to revive Mohammedanism; an utter defeat and final overthrow of the Turk, not,
perhaps, without much bloodshed and political convulsion; then a final
crushing of Popery, accompanied with fearful plagues on all implicated
in it; and then the development of open, undisguised atheism, answering
literally to the description (2 Thess. ii.) of ,', the man of sin, the son
of perdition, who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called
God, or that is worshipped; so that he, as God, sitteth in the temple
of God, showing himself that he is God."
Popery does indeed answer to this description in many respects, and
is taken by many-and I myself have been among them-to be the" man
of sin."
But, if Popery is the "man of sin," it is in a veiled and
disguised form. Man does indeed exalt himself even above God, in
Popery, but it is under a disguise of religion and of devout Christianity;
and, though the "man of sin" is there, under this fair disguise, yet his
hideous wickedness is hidden from view, and he can appear so holy
that many sincere Christians do not see how evil he is. But what seems
to be coming is, a development of human sin, in all its undisguised
enmity, without a rag of religion to cover its nakedness-even the
natural instinct, so to say, of acknowledging a superior Being got rid
of, and God Himself-" all that is .called God, or that is worshipped "trampled under-foot. Man, having shaken himself loose from all respect
to any above him-from all belief even in natural religion-having
cast from him all, regard either to the Holy Scriptures, or to the most
ancient traditions of our forefathers-untroubled by conscience, careless
of the future-will set himself up as God, owing no obligation, no duty,
no respect to any but himself, even all one, as if he were self-existent,
self-preserved, and showing himself openly as the antagonist of God.
Never yet, I think, has this been seen on the earth, unless there were
~omething like it when the flood was sent to destroy the earth; and,
if this open antagonism to, and defiance of, God do,"s prevail in the
world, we cannot doubt but that there will be a determined effort to
destroy religion out of the earth; nor is it likely that, in their eagerness
to do this, they would be at all scrupulous as to the means they employ,
or be kept back by any tender consideration from the most fierce and
bloodthirsty persecution.
It is, I think, a sign of the times that infidelity is more aggressive
than it has ever been. Some organization must be at work, and liberally
supplied with funds, for flooding the civilized world with infidel literature. Why do men spend time, labour, money, to make others atheists 1
Is it love to man that moves them to try and make them share the
happiness of an atheist 1 Is it not rather hatred of God, and of all
that is good, that hounds them on to poison the springs of knowledge 1
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I am offering to my brethren-many of them older, more experienced,
and better informed than myself-the thoughts that_ have come into my
own mind from study of prophecy and observation, as far as I have
haQ opportunity to observe them, of the signs of the times; and so
far, I have spoken of the forces likely to be engaged on one side in
the coming struggle, namely, on -the side of Satan and of evil. It is
pleasant to turn our thoughts to the forces on the other side-the
side of God and of good-the side on which, in humble confidence,
we range ourselves. God Himself is on our side. His is the battle.
Against Him do the forces of the enemy rage and swell, and dash
themselves like mighty billows against the mightier Rock. We know
who will win; but we know not how He will order the battle. It is
encouraging to know that He has a people in the earth, and more
particularly in our country, faithful, devoted, true; and that they are
many in number, and that they are not idle, but abound in the
work of the Lord, and persevere in earnest efforts to save souls from
death, as well as to minister to the temporal wants of the needy and
a.fflicted. If the world is becoming as wicked as, if not more wicked
than, they were who lived before tp.e flood, certainly the true Ohurch
of God is not reduced within the limits of a single family. This gives
hope that our' own and other Ohristian countries will not be visited
in severity of judgment. But yet we must confess God may see that
we need sharp chastisement; and it may be that, when He arises to
shake terribly the earth, judgment may begin at the house of God.
•

(To be continued.)

"THE BLOOD OF JESUS OHRIST OLEA1~SETH FROM: ALL
SIN."
And, since I cannot offer
OH. precious blood, shed nobly!
The Lord a single mite,
Was it poured out for me 1
I must confess it to Him,
Why should I even question this 1
_It is divinely free!
I am a bankrupt quite;
And I have nought to purchase
But oh, I covet et\rnestly
The wealth He has to give,
The blessing love has given ;
Trusting the kind rejoinderNor does the Saviour ask me
To ea1-n my right to heaven.
" Ask, and ye shall receive!"
No power but His could render
To justice such a sum
As man's redemption cost Him;
Nor could one else become
A substitute, commensurate.
With the tremendous fall. NoL one" redeem his brother"Jesus must do it all.'
CM·diff.

So I am humbly" asking,"
Depending on Thy Word;
I am very, very destitute,
Needing Thy mercy, Lord;
Only acknowledge me as Thine,
And smile in very deed,
Then I shall be quite satisfied,
Possessing all I need.
J. P. C.

THE path of affliction has been trodden; but, unlike other paths,
all the treading has not trodden it smooth. It is a rough and rugged
road still, and will be so to the endL- CC For no affliction for the present
seemeth to be joyous, but grievous."-TYakeling.
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"NOTHING BETWEEN."
THE Lord seems signally to have put His seal upon our article with
the above title. Many are the testimonies received of what a word
of comfort it has been to the wayworn. Among such we select the
following.
~ear AUNT Lucy, in her sweet and happy style, writes as follows:"NOTHING BETWEEN."
UPLIFTING, joyous thoughtNothing between!
With heavenly rapture fraughtNothing between!
Tears then all wiped away,
Pass'd all the pilgrim way,
One endless Sabbath Day,
Nothing between.

Loved ones with Jesus now,
Nothing, between;
We long with them to bow,
Nothing between :
We too would catch the strain,
Join in the glad refrain,
" Jesus will come again,"
Nothing between.

There, on that sunny shore,
Nothing between;
Sin will not harass more,
Nothing between:
There every power will be
Clothed with new energy,
Happy eternally,
Nothing between.

Then may we see His face,
Nothing between;
Then taste His richer grace,
Nothing between:
Held by a Saviour's hand,
Till we in glory stand,
Safe in Emmanuel's land,
Nothing between.

The following also is acceptable:To the "Wayside Notes" Writer.
My DEAR SIR,-If, in sending the enclosed, the writer is an intruder
on your patience, forgive the liberty taken.
Your savoury piece in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for July, "Nothing Between,"
was felt so suited and precious to my soul, that not to acknowledge the
same would be a cruel suppression of my feelings, and a non-acknowledgment of the Lord's favour aud goodness to me. His channels of blessing
are as varied and many as are all the channels of our trials. Ah! when,
when will all the scales fall from the writer's eyes 1
We have no pretension, in thus addressing you, to instruct one so able
and honoured with the grace and wisdom of God the Holy Spirit as yourself. If privileged to help to bear up your arms, while the Lord's wondrous
doings to His dear family, through you as the instrument, are being manifested,
we shall feel it, in whatever way, an honour indeed.
"Nothing Between" dwells so much upon my mind that suppression
forces it more upward and foremost. Is the writer alone in feeling thought
first a comfort, and afterwards a burden 1 We look back over fifty-five
years, when the days of our espousals were so warm with the first love
of and to our best Beloved, that, although made extremely coy-ever
jealous of our heart, with acute suspicions and fears, fearing the never-to-befathomed gulf of deception-with a tender conscience, we received every
advance as from His dear bosom. His heart's love flowed not in mere proposals,
but never-to-be-erased expressions of His present and everlasting love
(Jer. xxxi. 3). We could gladly have died close to His heart. "Nothing
between "-never known but to Himself in time and eternity-absorbed,
all absorbed for ever, every affection and love-feeling in the development
of His gracious Person, as manifested unto His dear bride.
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After being years a bond-servant in legal service, the jubilee trumpet
sounded freedom to my heart. "Yea, yea, yea, I, the Eternal Three, One
Jehovah, Father, Son, and Spirit, have loved thee-personal thee-with
an everlasting love, therefor'" with loving-kindness have I drawn thee."
Oh, beloved, you know what the love of. the heart of Israel's God is
toward His Church-how in its manifestation nothing can be admitted
between. The tidal flow is perforce all beside. Here we thought our
approach so near the shore that we should quickly reach our glory
home, "nothing between" the unveiled glory of our precious Jesus and
ourself. But, alas! our great mistake. From infancy to the present all the
dealings of my God with me have been in removing the come betweens,
that the divine union, in oneness of spiritual life, may be ours in growing
manifestation and power. How comprehensive the question-What has been
removed 1 Here a little and there a little of earth's clingings to, and of
our. clingings unto-ah! and many so closely cemented attachments as a.
right eye and a right arm (Matt. v. 29, 30) to be plucked out and to be
cast off, however dependent upon both, that they might not come between,
and prove the means of a distant walking, preventing a continual leaning
on our best Beloved. Sight and power, severe as may be the separation,
must not come between the purity of His love-nothing drift the soul from
her anchorage in His precious heart. Is He jealous 1 So is she. The spirit
is one, the life one.
Although not ceasing to fight, is there not an increasing conquest 1 We
are pressing forward, leaving behind all the past, daily feeling weanings
and drawings from all but Himself; and however, from felt weakness and
depravity, so many fears arise for the future, over seventy years the faithfulness of our God, in every case of trial and test, has proved its unchangeable character. It is our weakness to mistrust, His faithfulness to convince.
We believe the issues from the womb of all His future dealings and disposings will be, to remove all intrusions, however they may appear, in
whatever form be seen, or from any cause arise, that no spirit but the
Spirit of Jesus may exclusively reign in us. The hard, hard strllggles
between flesh and .spirit will soon end. At times faith sees the victory
sure, the love of God with power in the heart, and Christ there the hope
of glory. Victory is gained through the blood of Jesus, and our fainting
spirit has renewed strengtll; and, with the Holy Spirit's witness, we can
not only realize our interest in, but feel a holy triumph and rejoicing with
the Apostle John-" Beloved, now are we the sons of God; and it doth
not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when He shall appear,
we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is" (1 John iii. 2).
The love of God is antagonistic to all the enmity of the human heart,
the world's hatred, and the devil's machinations. Ah! it is the counter to
all evil, and the open gate to all the secrets of Jehovah's heart, His everlasting goodness eking out its secrets in union blessings unto His spotless
bride.
Christ-love is more pure than a diamond of the purest water, hence the
solp-mn feelings of a poor polluted sinner in approaching and receiving
abstract holiness, a non-polluted principle. We wonder not at Jacob'g
expressions, "How dreadful is this place! this is none other but the house
[or dwellinl!] of God, the gate of heaven" (Gen. xxviii. 17). What searchings
of heart, what fears, what loathings, what solemn reverence, awe our spirits.
before the deep mystery, "God is love; and he that dwelleth in love
dwelleth in God" (1 John iv. 16).
After a life.long journey, with all its toils, hardships, deprivations,
sorrows, afflictions, bereavements, and crosses, to feel nearing the everlasting rest, home-breezes refreshing our spirits, and sweetly drawing us so
near that soon "nothing" will be "between" us and our best Belovedas we and time are so near parting-so near occupying the lodge
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appointed for us until the resurrection mom-how confirmin?; we feel the
grand truth" None but Jesus, none but Jesus,
Can do helpless sinners good."
Everything to be removed from the heart and the eye, that He may fill
the one, and keep the other gazing on Himself with a singleness to His
?;lory. We now see the sequel of our life's history, in all His leadings and
dealings, that the ultimatum may be " nothing between."

";.

" How special, observant, and clear is the eye
That watches the spouse with feelings of love;
With love to remove, to remove from the way
All objects between, below, and above!
" So near to His heart, her heart must be found,
Her acts controlled from union divine;
Love's sacred essence, ever true to the sound,
I am my Beloved's, my Beloved is mine."
Wishing you and the dear Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE every "encouragement and blessing in your united spiritual labours of love to and
for the Church of Christ,
I remain, yours in the best bonds,
Yeovil, A1~gl~StJ 1884.
JOHN BARBER.

Yes, beloved, it is joyous!

I do not wonder at the thought of

"nothing between" sinner and Saviour cheering those who love Him;
and such a time will come-yea, must come-and His" Where I am
ye shall be also" be fully realized.
Oh, beloved, be of good cheer! These are realities which will do
to live by and die by. God's people have their Father's revealed
will, full of sources of divine consolation. Oh, for faith to grasp them,
"WAYSIDE NOTES" WRITER.
and hold them as our own!

"I WILL."
BLESSED "I will"! Where should we be if our covenant God had
not said, "I will" ~ Here is a source of all grace, love, and mercy.
The free and unmerited sovereignty of God is the alone source of
all "the grace that is in Ohrist Jesus." There could be no other
source, for J ehovah-Father, Son, and Holy Ghost-could not have
foreseen any good in us, because there could be none. All is, and
ever must be, of rich, free, and sovereign grace; and oh, how this
should humble us, and keep us in our true place before Him all our
But then, too, it should fill our souls with ever-abounding
days!
joy, and ever-increasing assurance that He will never leave us nor
forsake us, because He is ever saying to us, as we take each step
of our pilgrim life, "I will guide thee with Mine eye;" "I will guide
thee with My counsel, and afterwards receive thee to glory." Praise
His name, He will, for" He changes not."
'vV. FRITH.
WE have no reason to fear our troubles, if we are satisfied that
they will end with the present state of existence.-Wakeling.
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OUR CHILDREN.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR SIR,-I cannot help sending you a line to say how deeply
interested I am in the remarks in this month's GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
both by yourself and Mr. "\VILCOCKSON, with regard to prayer for one's
children. Nothing, except the all-important matter of one's own salvation, comes up to it. How one longs for some blessed evidence that
we shall see them in our Father's home! I sometimes draw comfort
from the thought that, since it is written, "If ye ask anything in My
name I will do it," our blessed Lord would not put it into our hearts
thus to wrestle with Him on their behalf, if it was not in His eternal
councils to give them life everlasting. Have you ever thought of this ~
. Am I right in indulging this idea 7
Yours affectionately in Christ,
Cumberland, August 12th, 1884.
T. E. L.
[As' all real prayers are dictated by the Holy Ghost-yea, are the
breathings of that new and imperishable life which is implanted in
every divinely-quickened soul-- we cannot but believe that such cries
and importunities as those to which our correspondent refers al'e acceptable and well-Fleasing to God. How can it be otherwise, when, from
a sense of the vast blessing and the inestimable benefit of personal,
spiritual, and eternal adoption, arises the ardent and intense desire that
the children whom the Lord has given may be partakers of the same 7
Where, however, we conceive parents to be in error is, their liability
to dictate terms, or to mark out a course, for the Lord to pursue. This
He will by no means encourage. Moreover, in the exercise of His
divine sovereignty, and to prove the diversity of His op~rations, the
Lord will oftentimes adopt such means for the furtherance of His work,
and in answer to the very prayers He has enkindled in the hearts of
His ardent and importunate wrestlers, as are the least thought of or anti·
cipated by such.
'
Personally, we are bound to acknowledge one fact. It is that, in our
short-sightedness and extreme folly, we have sought to save our children
their father's trials and exercises. We have endeavoured to make their
paths smooth-yea, pleasant and agreeable. We have wanted them to
benefit by our experience. We have wished that they should learn by
our lessons-in a word, by observation or counsel, rather than by actual
test. Thus have we, indirectly, prescribed a course for the Lord.
And yet there have been times and seasons when the Lord has, as
it were, drawn nigh, and, in His merciful and gracious cOll1munings,
has asked if we should be satisfied if He saw fit to bless our children
as verily as He had blessed O'lL1'selves? Our mental reply has instantly
been, "Yea, abundantly satisfied, Lord! We couldn't desire greater
blessing on their behalf than what Thou hast so mercifully vouchsafed
"And how or by what means have I blessed you?"
to ourselves."
has been the further inquiry, upon the part of the Lord. "By trial
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and afiliction, Lord!" has been the unhesitating reply. Then has come
the rejoinder, "Seek, then, to leave with Me My own time and mode of
blessing."
Here, then, we are brought to a stand-here silenced-here brought
to exclaim, '" Be it unto us according to Thy word: Thine own time
and Thine own way, Lord; only do Thou adopt-teach-everlastingly
save."
We do not expect to see the change in our own time, but what we
crave from the Lord is, that we may have such an earnest-such an
assurance-such a pledge-at His own hands, that we may personally
be among those highly-favoured ones of whom it is said, "These all
died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them
afar off, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers
and pilgrims on the earth."
Oh, dear unknown, yet well-known brother, how our inmost soul
echoes to the statement" And this shall be our children's song
When we are cold in dust."
God, of His great mercy, grant it, for a precious Christ's sake.
amen.-En·l

Amen,

" MUTILATION."
To the Edito'l" of the Gospel Magazine.
SIR,-Many years ago, I was conversing in his study with the late
Dr. DEALTRY, rector of Clapham, when the name of JAMES
MONTGOMERY, the poet, came up, and Dr. DEALTRY inquired respecting his personal appearance. He then told me that, a few years
previously, he had been appointed a member of a committee of three
to prepare a hymnal for general Church of England use. Archbishop
HOWLEY nominated Dr. D'OYLY, rer-tor of La.mbeth, on the Committee; the Bishop of London nominated a clergyman whose name I
do not remember; and Dr. DEALTRY was the nominee of the Bishop
of Winchester, of whose diocese he was Chancellor.
The rise of the Oxford movement forbade the hope of a successful
result to the Committee's labours, and they were dropped; but, in the
course of the preparations, Dr. DEALTRY wrote to JAMES MONTGOMERY
for permission to use such of his published hymns as the Committee
might think it desirable to indude in the collection. The reply of
Mr. MONT~o1l1ERY was a ready consent to the use of any hymns that
might be selected, on condition that they were reproduced just as he had
published them. " Every father," the poet said, "has a natural delig~t
in his own children;" but he had at times come across some of IllS
offspring that were so greatly disfigured as to be scarcely recognisable.
To such disfigurement he objected. Print the hymns as he had written
tliem, and the Committee had his hearty consent to use any of them
they desired. Of course, the promise to observe the condition attached
was promptly given.
Yours sincereiy,
W.E.
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THE WAY-THE GOOD OLD WAY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
BELOVED FRIEND AND BROTHER in the grace of life which is in
Ohrist Jesus our Lord,-Grace and peace be indeed multiplied unto
you from God, our reconciled Father, and Jesus Ohrist, our redeeming
Lord, through the holy anointing influence and rich indwelling power
of God the Holy Ghost.
1 feel it much on my mind to try, as the Lord the Spirit may help,
to write a few lines to you; and would, if 1 were able, unfeignedly
speak of the glorious honour of His Majesty and of His wonderful
works, and declare a little of His greatnes~, because He hath said, "They
shall abundantly utter the memory of His great goodness."
1 must just say how very pleased myself, with my dear wife, were to
have the privilege of seeing and hearing you on that, to us, memorable
Sunday, August 10th, when you spoke so blessedly upon those words,
"Fear not, worm J acob." You will, doubtless, remember my coming
into the vestry to speak to you (1 thought 1 might not have another
opportunity), not knowing you were deaf, or 1 would not have
trespassed, finding it was difficult to make you hear and understand
who it was.
Well, we have cause to remember you and the service at St. Luke's,
August 10th, 1884, which will never be erased from our minds while
memory holds her seat, especially some of your remarks, but more
especially your closing prayer. Oh, that loving prayer! How it penetrated-vibrated through and through-my very soul! The blessed nearness and sacred familiarity you enjoyed while pouring out your very
heart to our covenant-keeping, promise-fulfilling, prayer-hearing, and
ever-faithful God! Oh, with what .Tacob-like entreaties did you approach
the mercy-seat!
Oh, my dear and valued friend, 1 trust 1 know somewhat of
the sacredness of such ground, and more especially of late, this last
eight or ten months, under peculiar exercise, when the spirit has so
wrestled, one felt one could not let Him go unless He granted one
his request, put up on the alone merits of our Great High Priest
-similar pleadings to yours, alluded to in the present month's
Magazine about the children's outing. Oh, how 1 could feel to travel
in measure with you, when reminding the gracious Lord of His promises
over and over again, and that they might be fulfilled, to put to silence
those who would gladly say, H Aha! aha!"
But to return to your prayer of that memorable evening. The very
promises and words which had-and have been of late-so precious and
encouraging to my mind, you named before the Lord; and, a-s you
named them, they dropped upon my spirit with fresh sweetness; and
then came that precious, never-to-be-forgotten hymn-and the impressive
manner in which you gave it out so told upon my spirit, 1 could have
freely wept aloud- H 1 once was a stranger to grace and to God." Oh, the
last verse" E'en treading the valley, the shadow of death.
This watchword shall rally my faltering breath;
For while from life's fever my God sets me free,
'Jehovah-Tsidkenu' my death· song shall be."
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Well, I fear I shall weary you, but I would just name that the
Lord, after twelve months~ waiting, has gone before and delivered me
_ out of the sphere I was in for twelve years, and brought me from
Neatlt to Cardiff, where, in His good providence, we can meet and
mingle with living souls-souls who are truly led and taught by the
same blessed Spirit-souls to whom we feel a great knitting of heartand, after four years' separation from the living, experimental ministry
of my valued friend, Mr. HEJlUNGTON, of Devizes, I assure you I cannot
prize the felt privilege enough. His leadings, both in providence and
grace, have been very mysterious, and yet very marked, when enabled
to trace link within link. I have passed through some of your exercises
in small measure, as mentioned in your last precious volume, where you
speak of first entering business life.
I am now in business for myself, and many, many cries, groans,
and sighs it has cost me-driven me nearer and nearer to Him as a
God' of providence. Thus I am thrown more upon His bounty than
ever I felt before; and, during the first five months, His goodness and
mercy have passed before me, and my undertaking, done in His fear,
seeking His hand and will, is gradually growing, and I have to stand
still to admire, adore, and wonder at His profound and perfect knowledge of us, His creatures-yea, more, His adopted children. The words
given to go forward with were, "I will lead thee, a,nd instruct thee
in the way thou shalt go," &c.; "I will not suffer. thy feet to be
moved;" "He that keepeth thee will not slumber;" and many other
passages, especially many portions in the Psalms; also Psalm xxxiv.
7--10; also Psalm xxxvii.; and, while continually pleading these and
other like precious promises, the soul was graciously led out to admire, love,
and adore the office-characters of our Lord Jesus Christ-was favoured
with such sweet nearness of access while pleading with Him, so. that,
while seeking for temporal mercies and guidance, the soul was blessed
with spiritual blessing; and, in a very marked way, promise after promise was poured in, and faith-blessl\d, appropriating faith-was given
that the Lord would go before, and cause His blessing and approbation
to rest upon the step so tremblingly taken.
Never shall I forget the exercise it cost me, and never shall I forget
the assurance given to believe He would not fail me of all which He
had said. So sure did I feel it was His leading that, after all I passed
through, had I not given up my former employ, but remained, I
should, I did say, doubt my own salvation. It was giving up a certainty for an uncertainty, humanly speaking; and my own wife, a
gracious soul, could no more reconcile the step or submit, but was
rebellious and fretful; and this tried me to the very quick, for all could
see and believe (of my friends) it was His leading and guiding, so that
my own dear wife was the only one to raise sore and trying objections.
But in a marked way, by degrees, that fretfulness was silenced, and she
was obliged to acknowledge it was of Him; and now her words only
this week are, "I feel the Lord has honoured the step taken."
But how it drives one to the Lord day by day for His hand to
appear-for Him to incline the people to come and purchase my goods,
that He would enable me to make a sufficient return to meet all
demands·-aul how one is driven two or three times a day to their

622

The Gospel Magazine.

knees, beseeching Him to appear and make His Word good, that we may
,not be "put to shame "-that our e.nemies may not have just reason to
/>ay, "Aha! aha!" And oh, after a deal of exercise, fear, and trembling,
day by day and week by week, I am amazed at His preventing goodness, for each week is found to be, at the end, better than all my fears!
Oh, the power of unbelief after such signal mercies-such gracio.us
interpositions! Is it not marvellous ~ And oh, the amazing forbearance and long-suffering mercy of our God towards us through
it all!
But, of late, I have feared I took the Lord's dear name too frequently
upon my sin-polluted lips, by asking for His mercies day by day, and
.hour by hour sometimes-that is, to incline the people's hearts to come
in-so that it was a nice word when I read your loving letter to dear
Mr. WILCOCKSON. I enjoyed his to you, and yours to him,- especially
where you say, "With respect to waiting upon the Lord, and ,seeking
to leave all things in His hand, we are increasingly rooted and grounded
in this fact, that the more we do so, the more we: glorify Him,'" &c.
Oh, those few words, how good they were! How encouraging to one to
still run to Him, and lean and wait upon Him for all things!
Oh, how good it is, beloved friend, when we can plead His faithful,
unerring promises! Does He not say, "Let us plead together" ~ Oh,
the sacredness of that spot, where the soul and his God are thus
brought together! I hope I am no stranger to its blessed and
hallowed effects upon the heart.
Thus, dear friend, do permit me to name a precious hymn, which
sometimes I can say feelingly is my language" Yes, for me, for me He careth,
With a Brother's tender care;
Yes, with me, with me He shareth
Every burden, every fear.

" Ye3, for me, for me He's pleading
At the mercy·seat above;
Ever for me interceding, .
Constant in untiring love.

" Yes, o'er me, o'er me He watcheth, ,
Ceaseless watcheth night and day;
Yes, e'en me, e'en me He snatcheth
From the perils of the way.

" Yes, in me abroad He sheddeth
.Joys unearthly, love and light;
And, to cover me, He spreadeth
His paternal wing of might.

" Yes, in me, in me He dwellethI in Him, and He in me;
And my empty soul He filleth
Here, and through eternity."

Oh, this precious oneness, this indissoluble union, this matchless
grace! How shall we-how can we-speak of it ~ As one truly
says" .A:lI are, too mean to speak His worth,
Too mean to set my Saviour forth."

Do please exc~se anl! pardon my trespassing upon your time" but I
felt I wanted a long .chat with you, for it did my very heart good to
see .that church full. of people, listening to God's precious, discriminating truth from your lips; and we were so struck with the
,rapt ,;1ttentiQll . of. your favoured hearers. .Oh, that your God and
.Qur God, your Father and our Father, may still be very near and

.
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very gracious unto you, grant you all needed strength of body and
of soul still to labour on for the good and lasting benefit of His one
Church, and the honour and glory of His thrice-holy name, is the
sincere prayer of,
Yours unworthily,
Cardiff, September 4th, 1884.
J. E. B.
ANSWER.

~

I ,
\"

We thank our correspondent for his welcome and refreshing letter.
In reply,' we would offer two or three remarks.
1. In our old age, our memory for names (especially) has become
so bad that we fail to remember them. Hence, when our correspondent,
as he states, called upon us, we failed to recollect his name, or that he
had ever written. We have often said to this and that friend, how
great was the mercy that our blessed Lord and Master does not forget
as ,lie do. Oh, that precious word, "0 Israel, thou shalt not be forgotten of Me" !
2. Glad as one is to shake a brother or sister in the Lord by the
hand, just after preaching is not, in most cases, the best season for
communion. Ministers commonly leave the pulpit, as it were, used up.
Our late dear brother-in-law felt, he said, "like a squeezed sponge;"
and we are only too well acquainted with one who, upon retiring to
the vestry and his home, mentally exclaims, "Well, now I have said
all. There will never be a fresh springing up. The well has run dry,
and I shall never have another text." Shame that there should be,
even for a moment, the indulgence of such thoughts, whilst, in the
face of these fears,. there has been the fresh bubbling up of the
refreshing waters of life ten thousand times over, so that there has
been a precious personal realization of the truth of the blessed Master's
words, again and again and again, ,,'Whosoever drinketh of this water
shall thirst again; but whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall
give him shall never thirst, but the water that I shall give him shall
be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life." Blessed
be His ever great and adorable name for the personal experience of
this precious and most distinguishing mercy.
3. The attention under the preached 'Vord of which our correspondent
speaks, is another divine favour. Vle are wont ever to recognize this
as such a special and peculiar mark of divine tenderness and condescension. Now, in the near approach of the close of our pilgrimage,
we want to leave this fact upon record, for the encouragement of any
poor fellow-sinner engaged in the ,work of the Lord. So alive are we
to the veriest indifference, restlessness, or inattention, upon the part of
a hearer that, if there were one such in a large congregation, the eye
would immediately fall upon him or her, and the greatest personal
discomfort would be the consequence.
Hence, in pitifulness and
compassion to our infirmities, our blessed Lord and Master vouchsafes
to us, upon the part of the hearers, all the interest and attention we
could posBibly desire. Therefore, with the utmost truth, we can testify
that we know not what it is to address a restless or inattentive people.
We dare not aE!cribe this fact to any other cause than the goodness
and loving-kindness of our God. Human reason or natural attraction
there is none, unless it be a simple appeal to the heart and conscience',
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"Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh." Intellectual
treats, as some call them, must be left to others. We dare not make
the veriest pretensien to aught of the kind.
4. The objections upon the part of the wife to certain proposed
movements, to which our correspondent alludes, is indeed a· close and
a keen trial. Notwithstanding, however, it brings His poor suppliant
the closer and the more frequently and fervently to the footstool of
mercy, rendering the matter the clearer and more conclusive and
satisfactory in the sequel. Our correspondent's case brings most vividly
to remembrance our own past history, in this particular. The dear
shareI' of the first seven years of our married life strongly objected to
our having aught to do with the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. When, however,
the Lord saw fit to lay His afflictive hand upon her, she spoke in
.strong condemnatory terms of her former objections, and testified to
the fact that what the Lord was pleased to enable her husband to
write was at times too much for her then weak frame. She was obliged,
she said, to lay it aside for a season, so overpoweringly were her heart
and soul wrought upon. Again, when once we happened to touch
upon our deep exercises with respect to the ministry, she said, as though
grieved and surprised, "Oh, my dear, I think it's a temptation of
Satan." That at once so wrought upon the mind and closed the
heart, upon a matter so sacred, that we could never touch upon it
again. Moreover, even years passed away before we could see the
.cause for the Lord's removing one so dear, and, in other respects, such
a companion and helpmeet. It was then, of a sudden, given us to see
that, in· all probability, she never would have consented to our entering
the ministry, and especially that of the Church of Ireland. IVe canno
think she would ever have been willing to take up her sojourn in the
sister-country.
These matters may well suggest, to say the least, thoughtfulness and
reflection, upon the part of such as may mentally oppose what may be
the Lord's secret and as yet undeveloped leadings of one and another
. of His children. Be it remembered that He does His work-" His
strange work "-in His own time and in His own way. He will not
be dictated to, neither will He be resisted-permanently so-unless it
be at the ultimate cost and Fatherly chastisement of Him who" worketh
all things after the counsel of His own will j " yea, "He doeth according
to His will in the army of heaven and among the inhabitants of the
~arth j and none can stay His hand, or say, What doest Thou 1 "
Now, in contrast to the beloved one of whom we have spoken, when
the same subject--that of the ministry-was touched upon to her who
took the former one's place in one's heart and home, she said, "My
dear, I'll never say anything to encourage you, but I'll never throw a
stumbling-block in your way." N or had we scarcely been a week in
Ireland, ere she wrote to express her great anxiety to join us-yea, if
necessary, to go to any part of the world! This is a notable example
for a wife to follow, whensoever and wheresoever there seemeth to be,
after long and careful, prayerful observation, sign and token and proof
of the Lord's leadings and guidance.
5. With respect to matters of business-and oh, how weighty and
anxious and all-absorbing such matters are, especially in these c1ays-
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we have often said that one of the shortest and best sermons to which
we ever listened was that preached, fiO to speak, by a most godly
woman-a tradesman's wife.
As she stood behind the counter, and
spoke of customers, she said, "They must come in." We have never
forgotten that" must," although some forty years and more have passed
away since it was spoken..
6. Dear brother, we don't know that we can better close these few
passing remarks upon your kind and acceptable epistle, than by repeating a statement we made in the pulpit last evening, when speaking
from Ezekiel xxxiv. 13-15, "I will bring them out; . . . . I will feed
them; . . . . I will cause them to lie down," &c. "There was not a
single moment," we remarked, "in the whole time-state of the Church,
from Adam down to the last elect vessel of mercy that shall be
ushered into tInt time-state, which was not foreseen by the Eternal
Three, and provided for and against in the covenant which is 'ordered
in all things and sure.' Oh, then, what is our rightful position, but to
'stand still, and see the salvation of God.' 'Our times are in His
hand;' and, if we belong to the Lord, or have any hope in Him, we
have as much right as ever Moses or Joshua or Jehoshaphat to
exclaim, 'The battle is not yours, but the Lord's; the Lord shall fight
for you, and ye shall hold your peace.' The Lord enable you, dear
troubled ones, to go to your homes-yea, to enter upon the morrow,
with all its turmoil and travail, its sorrows, its perplexities and cares
-with the' I '-the great' I '-the 'I, even I,' first and foremost upon
your hearts and minds-' I, even I!'"
THE EDITOR.
THY NAME IS WRITTEN IN HEAVEN.
" But 1'ather 1'ejoice, because your names are written in heaven."LUKE x. 20.

BELOVED, hush thy fear;
Though but a pilgrim here,
Thou to thy Lord art dear,
Thy name is written in heavp.n.

Beloved, doubt no more;
Thy Lord has gone before;
He treasure keeps in store,
Thy name is written in heaven.

What though the world despise 1
'Tis hidden from their eyes;
Christ makes His loved ones wiseThy name is written in heaven.

Written where angels dwellThere, where they love to tell
Of grace unsearchable,
Thy name is written in heaven.

The people of His choice
Must know the Bridegroom's voice;
Listen-He says, "Rejoice,
Thy name is written in heaven."

Where
vVhere
Where
Thy

hallelujahs ring,
ransomed sinners sing,
Jesus sits as King,
name is written in heaven.

There, in His light divine,
Thou shalt in glory shine;
Thy Lord says, "Thou art Mine;.
Thy name is written in heaven ! "

AUNr Lucy.

KIND words do not cost much. They never blister the tongue or lips,
and we have never heard of any mental trouble arising therefrom.
2 s
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A WORD TO THE TROUBLED; OR, A SIP OF THE WATER
OF LIFE.
[The annexed epistle has been kindly forwarded to us. It is from
the pen of one whom it was our privilege, many years ago, to know
personally. Some of his remarks abide with us to this day, as setting
forth so pre-eminently the fulness and freeness of sovereign grace and
mercy.-ED.]
My DEAR FRIEND,-It is a fortnight to-morrow since I received
your welcome letter, and if I do not drop you a line to-day, I fear
"the accuser of the brethren" will be busy with you, therefore I
shall endeavour to stop his mouth, if I cannot do anything else.
I have been sadly behind-hand in letter-writing of late, for I was
too weak and sore to sit long at a time, and I am not out of debt
yet; and perhaps you will not wonder at it when I tell you that,
besides English friends, I have correspondents in Ireland, 'America,
Gibraltar, Malta, East Indies, New Zealand, Australia, and Van
Dieman's Land. In fact, reading, prayer, and writing take up the
whole of my time, except when friends call for a chat, which is often
the case; and this put me off writing to you three days last week; bpt
I made up my mind that you should have the first of it to-day, to
begin the week with.
I will first inform you that my health improves quite as much as I
could expect, if not more so. The discharge still goes on, but not so
much, and I now daily gain a little strength. I have no cough, and
the attacks of ague are less; and, of course, as the abscesses discharge
out, I have less inflammation, and do not feel the cold so much. The
weather of late has been very trying for everyone; but, strange to say,
I have not felt it near so much as many others in good health.
"To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose
under the heaven" (Eccles. iii. 1); and the Lord brings these times
and seasons upon us .when most for our good and His own glory.
Poor Job complains of this in his long aflliction-" But He is in one
mind, and who can turn Him ~ and what His soul desireth, even that
He doeth. For He performeth the thing that is appointed for me;
and many such things are with Him. Therefore am I troubled at His
presence; when I consider, I am afraid of Him. For God maketh my
heart soft, and the Almighty troubleth me" (Job xxiii. 13-16). But
"shall not the Judge of all the earth do right 1 " He alone knows
what will break down our spirits and stain the pride of all our glory,
and what will make us sick of the world, and loathsome to ourselves.
Whatever crucifies us to the world, and makes self hateful in our own
eyes and feelings, is best for us. It keeps us. lowly in heart, and is
preparatory to finding rest for our souls in Christ Jesus. HART
says" Make us well our vilene.s know;
Keep us very, very low."

"Before honour is humility;" and" pride goes before destruction, and
a haughty spirit beforo a fall."
We have nothing in ourselves to recommend us to God but sin and
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misery j and it is the work of the Holy Spirit to enlighten and
quicken us to see and feel the wretched, helpless state the fall has
brought us into, and to cry for mercy and help under it. The thirtyfirst Psalm has often been a great support to me j and almost daily
do I plead a part of it-" I will be glad and rejoice in Thy mercy,
for Thou hast considered my trouble j Thou hast known my soul in
adversities, and hast not shut me up into the hand of the enemy:
Thou hast set my foot in a large room." And again, "Oh, how great
is Thy goodness, which Thou hast laid up for them that fear Thee j
which Thou hast wrought for them that trust in Thee before the sons
of men!"
The filial fear of God has every blessing of good promised to it j
and it is that fear which leads us to God with all our cares, burdens, and
troubles, instead of turning away from Him, Adam-like. But, in this
work, Satan will hinder all he can j and we must "learn to endure
hardness" in this warfare" Gird thy loins up, Christian soldier;
Lo, thy Captain calls thee out;
Let the danger make thee bolder;
War in Jeakness, dare in doubt.
"Buckle on thy heavenly armour;
Patch up no inglorious peace;
Let thy courage wax the warmer
As thy foes and fears increase."

And remember, it is not havicg one brush with the devil and corruptions,
and defeating them through the blood of the Lamb, that is to end the
warfare,' but that the conflict, more or less, will go on as long as we
are in this world" But here's our point of rest,
Though hard the battle seemOur Captain stood the fiery test,
And we shall stand through Him."

Out of weakness we shall be made strong, and then we shall wax
valiant in fight, for "He giveth power to the faint j and to them that
have no might, He increaseth strength" (Isa. xl. 29). He. that has
begun the work in us will perfect it. He will never forsake the work
of His own hands; and that He has given you spiritual life, and put
His fear in your heart, I have not the least doubt j and may He
increase your hope and faith in Himself more and more.
I }lave not the least objection to your showing Mr. B-- my letter,
and am glad both you, and he, and others, got a little help from it.
I know your time is much occupied, and that you have little time for
letter-writing j and now, having illness of body besides, there is a
double excuse for you j but whether I hear from you or not, I know
the Lord's work is going on, and I put up many a plea for you and
father to the throne of grace, because you are two little ones with
many infirmities, and those with young in His flock are to be gently
_'
led, not over-driven (Isa. xl. 11).
Mrs. LuxFORD continues about the same. All the rest have colds,
and are much out of sorts-just enough to let them feel that "vanity
2 S 2

628

The Gospel Magaz£1'le.

and vexation of spirit" is written upon everything III this world. It
is tribulation here, to make us seek and feel after the peace that is Jo
be only obtained in Christ Jesus. They desire to be very kindly
remembered to you and all friends. We were sorry to hear Mr. DUKE
had lost the sight of one eye., May the Lord sanctify the loss by
giving him double spiritual sight.
Mrs. MATTHEWS joins me in love to you and Miss C--, and hopes
soon to hear you are better. Love to father and circle.
Yours in Christ Jesus,
Wool'wich, March 3Td, 1851.
H. MATTHEWS.
"WAS IT FROM THE LORD1"-ANSWER: "YES!"
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-I was in a friend's house last evening, and
seeing a GOSPEL MAGAZINE lying near, I took it up, when the title of
your "Family Portion" made me turn to it; but, not being able to
read it then, I looked to see what number it was, and thought I would
refer to it when I got home. It was the number for February, 1883,
and of course I must have read it before, but it had passed from my
memory. I almost wonder how it should, for no duubt it suited me
at the time; but I had not passed through such trials of faith then
as I have since.
The title of that portion has been my cry more or less for more
than two years-" Was it from the Lord 1"-but more especially in
the past twelve months has faith been tried. I have been going to
write to you several times during the past few months, but feared to
do so, lest the Lord should be angry with me; but, when I have cried
to Him again and again for a word to assure me it was really of Him,
and He has been silent to me, it seemed as though I must open my
mind to you, and ask your opinion and advice; but I do so desire to
lean whoUy on the Lord in all things, for I know He alone can help,
so that has kept me from carrying, out; my purpose or writing. But,
on reading that piece, I felt I should like to tell you a little of what I
have been passing through, and how good the Lord has been to me.
He has given me such a lift up the last few days that I seem" full with
the blessing of the Lord," and yet, as to the path itself through which
He is leading me, things are darker than they have ever been.
More than two years ago. the Lord surprised me by giving me a
word on a subject which was then occupying my thoughts, but which I
was not thinking of my God considering at all; but the words so
dropped on ,my soul, and they seemed such a complete answer to my
thoughts, that I felt they must come from the Lord, though I had not
even thought of the Lord's notice of my thoughts at that time. However, it made me cry to Him for a confirmation thaL it really was from
Him, and I, like Gideon, asked for a sign by which I might know,
and He graciously condescended to answer me ill my own way, and I
bowed before Him in the language of one whom the Lord favoured
indeed-" Be it unto me according to Thy word;" al1d I begged Him to
do all, and I would wait. Little did I think what t,hose words really
would involve.
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After that, I began to look out for signs to follow-in fact, seemed as
though I must do something to forward matters, though I wished God
to have all the glory. However, I soon felt that all I dare do was, to
stand still and watch; for the Lord applied th03e words to my soul,
" I will work, and who shall let it ~ "
After that, trials of faith began, and everything has gone, and is still
going, dead against the promise given. What I have gone through is
only known to God and my soul-the cries that have gone up to
Him that He would show me if I was deceiving myself. I have
begged Him again and again that, if it was fancied faith, He would
take it ri~ht away; but, if it was His own begetting, to keep it alive
in every difficulty, and enable me to trust Him where I could not
trace Him. IVhat has encouraged me to hope on has been, the nearness I have felt in pouring it all out before Him. Oh, how I have
longed to get to my room at night, to give vent to my feelings to
Him who knew all! But it was, and is, such a relief to tell Him all,
though He knows.
But then, I have been so tried because He has been silent to me.
Oh, how I have wrestled for a word to show me that it really was of
Him! I have'gone sobbing to bed at times, and listened for an answer
till nature overcame, aDd stopped my exercises by sleep. And what a
mercy I have felt it that I could sleep, and so refresh the body; or
sometimes I have fel~ the exercises I have gone through would act
upon the body. But the Lord has been good, and, amid all, has given
me sweet, refreshing sleep.
Now, while I have gone through all this, I have not appeared unto
men to fast. No one would guess that I was passing through what I
have. The Lord has enabled me to keep up a cheerful appearance,
when my heart has been aching and longing to be alone with Him,
so that I have felt that to be no small mercy.
What dismal pictures have the enemy and my own heart drawn
before the eyes of my mind, because here was the trial-"' If this is
not from the Lord-if I am deceived in this-may I not be in everything 1" till the agony of my soul has been better felt than described.
A short time since, the picture of my death-bed seemed to be presented to me with this promise (which must be fulfilled in time, if
at all) unfulfilled, and I launching into eternity, with an uncertainty
of every other that I thought had come from the Lord.
Oh, dear Dr. DOUDNEY, I feel you will understand me, or I would
not write so! But now I know you will understand, if you refer to
it, why I so enjoyed the reading of your piece again. The sweet
helps I have had, not only in that piece, but numbers of others of
yours, and others of God's dear children who write in your valued
Magazine! But then, even after so enjoying them, I have been afraid
lest I had taken the comfort in a wrong way, because, if it were not
of the Lord, the comfort could not be.
There, I cannot tell half of the insinuations, the questionings, the
eonflicts through which I have passed, and expect to pass, for obstructions
seem greater; and, if the least glimmer of hope arises, it is soon extinguished, so that, judging by appearances, there seems no way of
fulfilment. But my soul has been so lifted up with onc thing and
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another. being so blessed to me that, under present feelings, I can
trust the Lord with all.
Last week, I questioned everything, for things looked so dark,
and the enemy came in, and my feelings were such that I could not
del!cribe to the Lord-I could only go and sob them out to Him.
Oh, what a comfort, there was no need of words; and yet that
was after an unmistakable answer to prayer for the Lord to command
His servant to let fall some handfuls of purpose for me; and I was
so lifted up in feeling that I thought I could trust. But then new
difficulties arose, and I feared I was deceived; and that is how I go
on from time to time.
How that sweet piece of dear "MARY's," of Leicester (" Urim and
Thummim "), comforted, and yet tried me! I felt, if I knew her
address, I would write to her. I do love her writings; and, as I read
that, I thought of the times when the Lord had spoken in answer to
my cry. When she said there was no case so complicated but there
was a word that would fit, it was the very thing I had previously
told the Lord many times. She urged one to pray, and then listen.
Oh, how many times I had done that! But no word came in this case.
I always seemed carried back in thought to the promise, and the
sign given, as if to tell me, "Let that be enough." However, I
thought I would try the Lord again, and knelt again, and listened
until I was tired, and I got into bed bathed in tears, and began to
talk to the Lord, and tell Him that, if I were deceived, was I deceiving
myself as to the nearness I thought I felt to Him from time to time ~
when the words came, "The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon
Him, to all that call upon Him in truth." Then I could appeal to
Him that I did "call in truth;" and, after more laying out of
matters before Him, the words came, "Them that honour Me I will
honour."
Oh, what a cordial it was to my troubled breast! One
would think I should not sink again. But oh, I have since thenhow much the Lord knows-but, bless His holy name, He bears
with me.
And now, as I have told you, I seem full with His blessing, for on
Sunday He so blessed my soul that my heart could hardly bear it; and,
if I could tell you all, you would feel with me that it was no wonder
the body would hardly bear it. But I must not enter into particulars
now, but may some future time. If the promise is fulfilled during
your life, you shall hear of it, to the honour and glory of His great
. name in whom I trust. I fear lest it is ~-.ny preparation for greater
trial, but feel now enabled to leave it; though I know, if the Lord
leaves me, even after this,· I should sink again. But, since Snnday, I
can do nothing but praise. I seem to see His hand in everything;
and, if I could only tell you all, you would "magnify the Lord with
me, and we would exalt His name together."
And yet this, I feel
sure,was when the enemy thought of giving me such a draught of
bitters that would make me shrink more than I had ever done at all
the other draughts he had given me. But my God was greater. He
was watching and permitting all, and He so filled my soul with the
felt assurance that He was with me, and made His servants deal out
to me such oil and wine, that I did not taste the bitter at all.
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Oh, how I can see His hand! How I long to keep Him near me !
But my times are in His hand, and it is my soul's sincere desire to
leave all my conceTIlS with Him. May He grant me grace to tread
the path He has marked out for me, and He shall have all the
glory.
I trust it is for His glory that I have written this. Asking your
forgiveness for its length, I am, dear Dr. DOUDNEY,
ONE WHO LOVES You FOR THE TRUTH'S SAKE.
Wilts, August 27th, 1884.
ANSWER.
We have tUTIled to the article referred to by our correspondent
(namely, that for February, 1883), and are thankful to say it has had
the most confirming and establishing influence upon our own mind. We
have read the article in question with such a fre"hness as though we
had never seen it before.
The inquiry, " WAS IT FROM THE LORD 1" has since been answered
by His own adored Self, in the most merciful, gracious, and unquestionable manner. Take a summary of the case in proof-being the very
recent language of the dear child of God there referred to as so deeply,
sorely, agonizingly tried and tempted. This testimony, moreover, is
given under deep anguish of heart and extremely complicated and distressing affliction. Here are her own words, as expressed July 15th,
and quoted in our last number-" I try to be content and live by the
day, knowing that the Lord has all things in His hand, and that
'nothing is too hard' for Him. He sent none unhealed away in the
days of His flesh; and He can heal my dear husband now,. if consistent
with His will; and, if not, He can guide and direct our steps.'"
Under the circumstances, we neverIremember to have met language
more expressive of surrender to the mind and will of God, and that
under the extremest self-denial, and the very reversing of a position
long identified with earthly comfort and creature satisfaction. The case
is indeed one of the marked triumphs of faith over flesh-of the spiritual
over the human and natural.
We have stated, however, that the reperusal of the article alluded to
by our correspondent has had a most confirming and est&blishing effect
upon our own mind. This is based upon a two-fold ground-the first,
the very merciful and gracious way in which the Lod has appeared
on behalf of His so deeply-tried and sorely-tempted child herself. The
boundlessness of His love, His marvellous restriction of the tempter,
His own divine and gracious after-manifestation and deliverance, have'
been such as pre-eminently to call forth the adoring wonder and intense
gratitude of such as were personally familiar with the case. In the
contemplation-they could but exclaim, "This is the Lord's doings, and
it is marvellous in our eyes." Then another ground of the strengthening
and establishing, character of the piece headed, "Is IT FROi\I THE
LORD 1" is, the most thorough inwrought conviction that such entreaties
and importunities, arguments and wrestlings, beseechings and implorings,
must have been of and from Himself, because of ourselves and by ourselves we can by no means attain to such a state of things. To work
. o.urselves into such a pleading, earnest, ardent attitude is utterly out
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. of the question. In the ordinary course of things, we have no such
times and seasons. Hence we feel them, by contrast, to be special,
peculiar, supernatural.
We well know what such a statement will subject us to, in the
opinions of the nominal, the formal, the matter-of-course "roligionist."
This, however, does not in the leastwise move us. Long and deep trial
-sore and bitter (yet blessed) experience-" stablishes, strengthens,
settles" us in these convictions. The matters are by no means trifling
which are involved in the expression, "The kingdom of heaven suffereth
violence, and the violent taketh it by force."
Arrived at as, it may be, with distresses and depths and dangers of
which the natural and the carnal or the dead formalist in divine things
knows nothing, how blessed, nevertheless, is that experience which
says, "I will not let Thee go, except Thou bless me." Favoured spot
this! Sacred privilege this I Divinely favoured is the soul, whoever
he may be, or however circumstanced, that is brought here. "Wrestling
Jacobs" are sure, in God's own good time, to be made "prevailing
Israels."
With respect to our correspondent's position, we would say, in the
homely language we some time since addressed to a much-tried and
perplexed sister in the faith" Watch and wait, and thou shalt see
'Vonders wrought, and wrought for thee."
The complication of her case-its seeming contradiction-the adverse
circumstances in connection therewith-the death upon the promiseand the seeming impossibility that faith and hope and love can be
confirmed, in regard to the leadings and wrestlings, conflict and courage,
hopes and fears, as bearing tyJon the case, to our own mind renders it the
more significantly of God. Hence we say, WRESTLE !-WATCH I-WAIT!
How sweetly wells up in the heart, at the moment of writing, that
precious portion, "Blessed is she that believed; for there shall be a performance of those things which were told her from the Lord." Again,
this has been followed with, "Said I not unto thee that, if thou
wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God ~" Oh, that the
Holy Ghost may graciously and condescendingly put power and unction
and dew into His own Word, so that our correspondent may realize the
preciousness thereof, and may be encouraged thereby still to wait and
to watch! "In quietness and in confidence shall be your strength."
" And therefore will the LORD wait, that He may be gracious unto you;
and therefore will He be exalted, that He may have mercy upon you;
for the Lord is a God of judgment; blessed are all they that wait for
Him."
Our correspondent informs us that she has written to us before. Our
memory fails us in regard to the fact. So much for the infirmities of
age.
We cannot close these comments upon our correspondent's letter
without stating a fact, the which we hope may be attended with
comfort to many a tried and anxious reader.
In the article alluded to, as appearing in this Magazine in February,
1883, direct reference was made to our so sorely-tried friend and brother,
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the Rev. W. SAUNDERS. In our correspondence, at the time he was
undergoing such a distressing ordeal as to lead him to suppose his case
was perfectly hopeless, we expressed our conviction that the Lord would
so bring him forth, that he should "drink, and forget his poverty, and
remember his misery no more "-yea, that he should" forget his misery,
and remember it as waters that pass away." Although, at times and
seasons, we thus expressed ourselves, we were not, however, prepared
for the so full and gracious way in which the Lord has since ratified
and confirmed that belief. A few weeks since, our brother, two mutual
friends, and the writer, were drivin~ in the immediate locality where
he had passed some two years or more in a state of inexpressible
anguish and apparently the most hopeless despair. One of the dear
friends then present with us had, from time to time, visited him under
those circumstances. Much as we desired it, our nervous system would
not allow of any such personal interview. The utmost we could do
was occasionally to drive in the neighbourhood, and lift up our heart
in fervent and importunate prayer on behalf of our so tried, tempted,
and afflicted brother. In so doing, again and again have we asked
ourselves, "Shall we ever again see him at large 1 Can it be that we
shall again hold communion oue with the other, in and about these
once sacred spots 1" Such were our mental inquiries again and again.
We will leave the reader, therefore, to imagine what were our feelings
when, at the period to which we just now alluded, namely, a few weeks
since, our brother, our mutual friends, and the writer, drove ruund
that· immediate locality, at the same time reviewing past scenes, past
sUfferings, past sorrows, with a grateful recognition of the Lord's most
gracious and most effectual delivering hand.
Yea, that deliverance
so complete-so God-like-,-so worthy of Himself-as not to leave upon
the mind of His servant the semblance of fear or the veriest apprehension of a recurrence of such a distressing visitation. Hence, how
true the word, in all its rich and blessed realization, "Let him drink,
and forget his poverty, and remember his misery no more."
THE EDITOR.
COMMUNION OF SAINTS.
To the Ediwr of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR BROTHER. IN THE LORD,-I go along with you in many
parts of your diary experiences, more than any others I have read, and
most truly do I endorse every word on your Ebenezer card for the 8th
of March last.
You and I were drawn and called by divine grace at about the same
age. I was a mourning, heavy-laden sinner for several years. At
length it pleased the Lord, while on my knees, at a meeting for prayer,
to reveal Christ to me as my Saviour and Redeemer from all my guilt
and sins, so that I left that meeting a pardoned and rej oicing soul.
Many and severe have been the trials I have passed through, but
not one too many. They were all needed. Such a wayward, rebellious,
ungrateful, hell-deserving sinner I have been-the very chief of sinnersand, after all the mercies I have received, surely none had ever
greater cause for thankfulness than 1-
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" When all His mercies I review,
I'm lost in wonder, love, and praise."

And I do want to bless and praise Him more for all His mercies,
as you say, for I am such an ungrateful creature, I am prone to forget
some of them.
But I must not trespass upon your time. Still, I want to tell you
how interested I am in anything you say in "Old J onathan" respecting
your sons in Australia, and how much I felt for you at the time of
their departure for that far-off land, for, although I have not parted
with sons, I have with brothers. My second and favourite brother
left for Sydney in 1837, the parting from whom was then the greatest
trial I had ever been called to pass through.
From a paragraph in your book, "Retracings and Renewings," I saw
that one of your dear sons was in Sydney, and, if so, he will not have
failed to know something of the name. A statue has recently been
erected by subscription to perpetuate the memory of that dear brother,
who died six years ago, at the age of sixty-two. He was worthy, in
every sense of the word, of so great an honour. I have still one
brother there, and numerous branches of both families, so you may
imagine the interest I take in anything connected with that country.
May our gracious God abundantly bless you in all your labours for
Him, and, if His will, spare you yet many years, is the prayer of,
Yours affectionately in Him,
August 21st, 1884.
C. T. B.
P.S.-I am not quite a year older than yourself.
In an after-letter, speaking of her departed brother, our unknown
yet well-known correspondent says :My dear brother was called away after only a few days' illness. He
took cold (bronchial) at the grave, in attending the funeral of one of
his workpeople, who died at his farm, at B--, where he was then
staying. But death had no sting for him. He told his dear wife,
though he was passing through" the valley of the shadow of death," he
feared no evil. " No evil!" he repeated.
Almost his last words
were, "Mine eyes shall see the King in His beauty." His work was
finished. The Lord did not permit him to see the completion of
what he had commenced. Others, he said, would complete what he
had begun, which has bten accomplished. His wife and children have
just built a church to his memory on his estate at B--, his model
farm, which, I suppose, is such a beautiful place. I think it is about
two hundred miles from Sydney.
You must forgive me for troubling you with all this. I know you
have an interest in tbat far-off land. The drought has indeed been
terrible. My brother Henry has suffered great losses on his station,
near Brisbane, and a nephew at G-- G--. The accounts were
more favourable the last I heard. How I feel for you! May God
bless your dear sons.
[For additional particulars of the departed philanthropist (for such
he was), see Old Jonaihan for November, which contains likewise a
view of the momument erected to his memory.-ED.]
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"A PRAYER-HEARING GOD."
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR FRIEND,-I was very much interested in your remarks
under the above heading in this month's Magazine. It brought to my
mind what occurred in my own little history, thirteen years ago this
month, under similar circumstances, as it respects the weather. I desire
to relate it for the encouragement of others, and for the glory of
God.
.
We had been living for some time in Oamden Town, but had made
up our minds to remove to Holloway. The weather, up to the early
part of this month, had been very fine, but had now set in wet. The
house we were aoout to move into had not bl)en previously occupied
for some time, so there were others to go in as well as ourselves, and
they had it very wet. The day appointed for my own little family to
make this change was on the Saturday. This was a week of great
anxiety to me. The week set in wet, and it rained more each day.
I think I shall never forget th:l Friday evening. It seemed as thougll
the Lord had opened the windows of heaven, for one seldom sees it
rain as it did then.
During this time, the enemy and my own wicked heart were :tt
work very powerfully within, asking me what I thought about the
weather-what rease n had I to expect it fine, when others had had it so
wet 1 "Do you not see it rains more each day 1" I knew this was
all true, so far as reason goes. The privilege of a child of God is that,
when reason has gone as far as it can go, then faith steps in, and says,
"It can be done." I knew that the elements were under my Father's
control, and I entreated Him,if it could be His gracious will, to send
us fine weather on the morrow.
On rising the next morning, it was fine, though dull; but, as the
day got up, it proved to be one of the brightest and finest that was
ever seen for September. Everything passed off as well as we could
wish. I asked my dear wife what she thought about the weather.
She said the words that had been uppermost in her mind were, "The
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much." I told her
that the words of Jabez had been brought to my own mind-" And
the Lord granted unto him that which he requested."
May we be encouraged to take all our affairs to the Lord, and we
shall soon see, by so doing, that we "hall "understand the lovingkindness of the Lord."
I am anticipating seeir;g you once more in the flesh, when you come
up to London next mouth, which I expect will be the last time. May
the Lord come with you, and may the dear people of God find it a
profitable time to their own souls, is the sincere desire of,
Your unworthy brother in the best of bonds,
Holloway, SeptembeT, 1884.
W. G.
To one hearer the Gospel is a savour of aeath unto death; and to
another, the savour of life unto life: "And who is sufficient for these
things 1" (2 Oor. ii. 16.) Reader, how stands the case with thee 1
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SOME OF THE OLD WINE OF THE KINGDOM.
[In turning over an old volume of this Magazine-that for 1846we came upon the annexed. We found it so precious and powerful a
word that we could not forego the wish that our readers may participate in the pleasure it gave us; hence we reproduce it. We cannot
remember who the writer was; the letter, however, was addressed
to the late Rev. RICHARD HALE, the then Vicar of Harewood.-ED.]
A LETTER FROl'lf THE VICAR OF C-- TO THE VICAR OF HAREWOOD.
VERY DEAR SIR,-When the Apostle addressed the saints and
faithful brethren at Colosse, he adverted to the great conflict he had
for them and others, and "as many as had not seen his face in the
flesh." In our Adam nature there cannot be attachment, friendship,
or love, where the natural senses and the judgment do not reach unto,
and where there is the absence of all personal knowledge. But the case
is widely different as it respects the deep things of the Spirit of
God, and as they are felt and experienced in the family of God by
the workings of the same Spirit. "The communion of the saints"
must imply some blessing possessed by them, and peculiar to them,
and which must be "Christ in them the hope of glory." And further,
being one family, and having the same Object of faith and hope and
love, the Lord the Spirit engenders in them a family feeling, a mutual
regard and sympathy, operating in the Spirit, although they never saw
each other in the flesh.
I have never seen you, my dear sir, and can have no expectation that
we ever shall meet in this life; and, as a mere man of the world, I
can respect you in your station and fo1' your character, but no more;
yet, as a child of G.od, a brother in Jesus, and viewing you as "bound
in the bundle of life with the Lord," I can feel a sympathy with you,
can joy and rejoice with you, and can truly say, "I love you in the
Lord."
I feel obliged by your gift of your last published tract, which
I hope the Lord will bless.
Your tracts are known and much
appreciated here; and, if I may venture to make the request, I should
wish you to send me one of whatever others you may publish during
oUr joint lives. "The truth as it is in Jesus" is rare in the world;
but little of it seems to be experimentally known in our Church, and
I fear as little, or even less, among Dissenters. A form of godliness
without the power-a Gospel phraseology and outward appearances,
but' a coming short of Christ-seem to be the characteristics of the
religion of the day. Very many, perhaps most, of the clergy denounce
Puseyism, and yet retain a secret attachment to it, being ignorant of
what regeneration is, and of the spiritual character of the ministry of
Christ.
You know, my dear sir, it is often said, "Those lies are the most
mischievous which are truths perverted;" so the most pernicious errors
in the visible Church have arisen from our holy doctrines, corrupted and
distorted by human wisdom and the craft of Satan. Thus baptismal
regeneration is made to supersede spiritual regeneration, and the
apostolic succession, by the imposition of human hands, the succession
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of pastors and teachers sent forth and qualified for the work of the
ministry by the calling and operation of the ever-blessed Spirit. We have
not, as yet, I believe, anything of auricular confession broached in our
Church; but yet this Roman Catholic doctrine, when divested of its
abomination, and spiritually viewed and estimated, becomes a blessed
doctrine indeed.
I dare not-I could not-disclose the dreadful
wickedness of my heart, and the mire and dirt it casts up, to the
dearest friend on earth; but yet there is One, and that One a Priest,
to whom I can unbosom myself, and open my heart, and disclose its
superlative evil (so far as I am enabled to know and feel it) most
unreservedly. This One is the great .High Priest of 0UI' profession,
who is greater than my heart, and knoweth all things. He can give
me absolution.
I believe the very essence of doctrinal, practical, and experimental
piety consists in daily, and ofttimes every day, coming to this "Living
Stone "-this sure foundation-well knowing, if the Lord directs us
to forgive seventy times seven offences in an offending brother, He will
not be backward Himself to put the same blessed principle into practice
largely.
1- well know, my dear sir, what backwardness, distrust, distance,
unbelief, and hardness of heart are, and all the dreadful consequences
therefrom, even to despair itself; but the blessed Lord will not
leave His people. The covenant stands equally firm and sure, notwithstanding our many cha.nges; and the whole election of grace shall
attain to everlasting life. Each one shall be "holpen with a little help"
from time to time, and each one must see that the old Adam remains
the same, unimproved, and incapable of improvement,* so that daily
we must come, as at first, with the cry, "God, be merciful to me, a
sinner! "
The goud Lord bless, preserVe, and keep you. My wife joins me In
Christian love to vou.
I remain, very dear sir, yOUI' unworthy but affectionate brother in
the Lord,
December 13th, 1845.
T. J. J.

* We love that expression, "unimproved, and incapable of improvement."
Such, such is the awful nature of sin, and the extent of the fall by sin; and yet,
blessed be God, the Church is saved in the Lord with an everlasting salvation;
and, by virtue of that redemption, and her union-her oneness-in, with, and by
Christ, is as pure, as comely, as acceptable to God the Father, as Christ Himself !
It is no presumption, brethren; it is sterling truth, which, known and felt in the
heart, instrumentally cheers, bean up, and encourages the timid Church of God
during her passage through the wilderness. Not more certain is it that the wife
is one with the husband, and the husband one with the wife; the branch a
part of the vine, and the vine one with the branches; the key-stone a part of .the
building, and the building united with, and resting upon, the key-stone, than
thdt Christ is one with the Church, and the Church one with Christ. Hence,
come what will-storms, tumults, distresses, crosses, losses, v(,xations, and caresthe Church (notwithstanding all her tossings in her fleshly feeling) stands in
Christ, safe, secure, peaceful, happy. Her language, "I will fear no evil, for
Thou art with me;" her cry, .. Thou art my life, my light, my joy. In Thee
I have all, and abound; and"

I

How can I sink with such a prop
As bears the world and all things np?' "-En.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Bditor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR FRIEND,-We hope to place our new report in the hands of
subscribers by the end of October, when it will be seen what great
things the Lord has done for us through another twelve months. If
friends who have forgotten their usual donation would send it in at
once, they would greatly benefic the operation of the opening year.
The subjoined letter from one of our agents will, we hope, stir up
fresh sympathy and help in this good cause.
Yours sincerely,
Old Gaol Chapel, Salisbury,
CHARLES BRIDER.
September 18th, 1884.
"PICKED THEM TO THE VERY BONE."-FROM A GARRISON SCRIPTURE
READER. "DEAR MR. BRIDER,-I had no idea you intended promoting me to
the rank of quarter-master in His Majesty's forces. The arrival of the
spiritual commissary confirms my commission, however j and now I
must ask your prayers that wisdom be given, in order that I may
discriminate how and where to sow this precious seed."
A month later, this same agent writes:"DEAR FRIEND,-I have found great pleasure in scattering your
precious teachings in some of the out-of-the-way places in this garrison.
Every face beamed with a smile when accepting your gift, and I feel
certain the Holy Ghost will accompany these tracts of no uncertain
sound. There are in the high and fore streets of this town, inlets by
narrow passages to little and large villages. Up these lanes and alleys
I went with your books, and to those who perhaps could never afford
to give a copper for a paper, I left a sermon or one of the rich
monthlies, with an' oral preface, explanatory of our great Master's
finished work. The consecutive numbers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE I
intend for a circulating library j but oh, I could not tell you what
readings and divings after truth both myself and wife have enjoyed, in
feasting upon the rich dainties contained in them! We are so charmed
that we cannot let them go until we have picked them to the very
bone.
"Now, I just mention these things that you may know what a great
and good work, as yours is, will accomplish for Jesus. Oh, as you
have love for misguided souls, let your matter be scattered broadcast!
I know the works of magazines, &c., are expensive, but God is rich; and,
if millions can afford to drink champagne, He is powerful enough to turn
their water into wine, and to cause a transfer to your exchequer in
the money way.
"The enclosed letJters are from one whose rescue was accomplished
through my instrumentality. You will see that we sent him some of
your sermons, which he has read and scattered. Nearly ten years have
run by since the Word of God arrested him in Sanga, Central India.
He has never turned aside, and a late letter from one of his comrades
speaks of many turning from sin through his word. I have known
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this dear one, when help has been needed for Christ's work, put
himself down, not for pence, but for £10, and he only a private soldier.
His heart is the same now. His letter of yesterday tells me he has
got a job to drive a horse and cart; but God has a greater work for
him, I feel certain. He will wisely use a packet of books."

DEATH OF THE LATE REV. PHILIP BROWNE.
SELDOM, if ever, were we taken more by surprise than when we heard
of the so sudden departure of the late Incumbent of Sb. James',
Edgbaston. He was one of the most genial of men. Never have we
been more hearWy welcomed to a pulpit than to his; and never have
we contemplated the departure of a servant of God with greater satisfaction, as far as those thus removed are concerned, than dear
Mr. BROWNE.
We have felt astounded as we considered the fact that he who, on
Saturday last, was contemplating and preparing for his labours on the
ensuing Sabbath, is now, as far as his then active frame is concerned,
reposing peacefully in his grave!
Oh, how often have we reminded those to whom from time to time
we have ministered, how little we know what may happen between
the Sabbaths! The preacher may be delivering his last sermon. This
or that hearer may be listening to the last appeal. Verily" we know
not what shall be on the morrow."
As far ':ts the beloved Mr. BROWNE was concerned, the manner of
his removal was most blessed-yea, enviable indeed. He had preached
in the forenoon from Matthew xviii. 20, "For where two or three are
gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst of them."
He did not finish his subject, intending (as he said) to take it up again
in the evening-little imagining that he was then and there delivering
his last message-that those to whom he then spoke "would hear his
voice no more." It was in very deed a precious subject with which to
close up his protracted ministry. It was his lasb personal meeting
with earthly gatherings, but what a blessed-yea, what a gloriousassembly was he about to join-yea" Where congregations ne'er break up,
And Sabbaths never end."

We look upon the countenance of our deparbed friend, as now
gazing upon us; and, upon his behalf, we rejoice with inexpressible
delight at the conquest he has gained, the victory he has won. Of
what might have been his own personal feelings with resp,ect to the
article of death, we know not. All we remember upon this matter
was, the terms in which he spoke to us of the death-bed scene of his
brother-in-law, the late Rev. C. B. SNEPP. If we mistake not, that was
the subject at our last interview in the vestry of St. J ames'. At our
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previous visit t~o his chu~ch, our text(if we 'mistake not) was Revelation
xii. 11, "And t~eyovercame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by
the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the
death."
How blessedly does our dear departed friend realize' this!' His' <faIl,
as to the mode; was most unlike tIiatoChis brotlier-in-law.'In his
case it was the calm, coIlected, peacelti:l, - most deliberate and unmoved
contemplation-of his then position, and of whataw<tited him. We
remember Mr. BROWNE teIling us that it exceeded all he had ever
witnessed.. In his own cas'e, it would seem to have been the most
perfect unconsciousness of what awaited him. Recovering, it would
seem, ,from the brief attack which led to his closing the morning
service somewhat earlier than usual, he had anticipated. the resuming
of his subject. He retired to rest, it would appear, with his usual
cheerfulness, and literaIly feIl a~leep in Jesus; fo~, upon going to his
bed-room at seven o'clock in' the morning; the man,servant found his
master dead in bed! His arms were crossed on his breast, an\l to aH
appearance he had passed calmly away. There. was not the veriest
sign of pain or discomfort. . The medical opiuion was, that there was
a total- absence of it. Labouring, as he long had' done, under· heart
disease, 'there was doubtless the simple stopping of the heart's action,
which at once termil1ated his valuable life. He closed his eyes upon
the time-state, with all its travail and turmoil, personally and everlastingly to realize that unbounded blessedness of which the Psalmist
speaks when he exclaims, "As for me, I will behold Thy face in
righteo,usness; I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with Thy likeness"
(Psa, xvii. 15). Oh, vast privilege! Oh, distinguishing mercy! Oh,
favour! how special! how p.ivine! Only (as far, as our humble opinion
is concerned) to be exceeded by the upward and the heavt'nward call,
even from the pulpit! One moment speaking of his Lord, the next
moment to Him'! This, . to our mind, is the richest, sweetest, most
enviable of all disrr:iissals from 'the body, and entrance npon the better
land-yea, "the house not made with hands, eternal'in the heavens."
r

"NOTHING BETWEEN."
LINES WRITTEN ON READING "WAYSWENOTES" IN JULY NUMBER.
" NOTHING b!ltween" my Lord and me,
In yon bright world of bliss;
No tears to dim the aching eyesPast then the griefs of this.

" Nothing between," no hindrances
, To my heart-breathings there;
But everlasting praises will
Take the place of prayer.

Past then the distance ofttimes felt
Keenly, and hard tPbea~~
Arriidst surroundings such as these,
Amidst this weary care.

The King in all His beauty then
Shall face to face be seen,
And sweet communion be held
Without a veil between.

Only a thin partition now
Hid~s Jesus from my sight;
Ere long, in yonder golden 'streets,
I'll walk with Him in white!

.
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