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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselres are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

JOSEPH; AND SOME OF TilE
HISTORY.

LESSO~S

OF HIS

in again reverting to this subject, there are certain poinb
well worthy our consideration. We do not remember to have
touched upon them in these pages. Should we have done so, we
trust the reader will bear with our forgetfulness, as being one
.
of the many infirmities of advanced years.
Now, the first thoug-ht that presents itself to the mind is the
perfection of Divine Providence. The Lord suffers neither time nor
circumstances to interfere with His own all-wise and successful
procedure. Nothing can hinder or retarJ, much less defeat, His
purposes of wisdom, love, and mercy. On the contrary, what, in
the estimation of poor frail human nature, would seem to fhtstrate
is only designed, in the Divine mind, to flirt/m' J ehovah's plans
and purposes.
In spite of J oseph's imprisonment, under a false charge, wo are
distinctly told that "the Lord wa.s with J oseph, and he was a
prosperous man." Observe that, in a Gospel sense, prosperity does
not always consist in a smooth or easy path. Oil the contrary,
it is generally far, far otherwise. Hence we are told, in regard
to Israel, in a later date than J oseph's eventful career, that" the
more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and grew."
The denunciation of worldly success, or creature prosperity, has held
good through all time, as far as the Church of God is concerned;
and who is more deeply indoctrinated in this fact, than the
child of God, who well knows that "ill the world ye shalt ha\e
[not may have] tribulation"?
Notwithstanding, however, J oseph's persecution and imprisonment, he was both a prosperous and a happy man. Happy in
prison? Yes, happy in prison. There is no question-no, not even
the shadow of a doubt-about it. And why i' BE-cause" the L01'd
1cas there." And where He is, there must be peace-contentment
BELOVED,
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-happiness. Are we not, we repeat, distllictly told that "the
Lord was 'with J osaph, and he was a prosperous man"?
Reader, what about the Lord's presence-aye, and the manifestation of His power, too-" the lighting down of His glorious arm,"
and the rich displays of His wondrous wisdom, love, and mercy,
in times of trial, bitter persecution-aye, even when Satan himself seems let loose, and it would seem we were about to become his
prey? What about the divine limit and restriction then-the
"thus far shalt thou go, and no farther"?
We have already touched upon this in regard to .J oseph, in
that Potiphar did not put him to death, even as King Ahasuerus
did Haman, under similar excitement and indignation.
We have said that J oseph was happy in prison. Are we not justified in. coming to this conclusion, as we contemplate his general bearing? Had he not been calm, self-possessed, in a sense contented,
is it at all likely that he ,Yould have been placed in the position
he was, for do we not read that "the Lord gave him favoUT in
the sight of the keeper of the prison. And the keeper of the prison
committed to JO"leph's hand all the prisoners that were in the prison;
and whatsoever they did there, he was the doer of it. The keeper
of the prison looked not to anything that was under his hand;
because the Lord was with him, and that which he did, the Lord
made it to prosper"? (Gen. xxxix. 21-23).
In proof of J oseph's self-possession and close adherence to duty,
mark his conduct in regard to l'haraoh's t"o prisoner:::, his chief
butler and baker, for "e read that when "Joseph came in unto
th~m in the morning, and looked upon them, and, behold, they
were sad. And he asked Pharaoh's officers that were with him in
the ward of his lord's house, saying, Wherefore look ye so sadly
to-day?" (Genesis xl. 6, 7). His very mode of speaking to the
prisoners bespoke a kindly interest, and, in those early days of his
so eventful career, clearly indicated a chastened spirit. '1'he hard
lessons set before him were already bearing fruit.
Observe, dear reader, J oseph's jealousy for the honour of God.
How deeply was his mind imbued with a sense to whom that
honour was due. In reply to the prisoners' statement that they
had dreamed a dream, how ready was Joseph to testify, c. Do not
interpretations belong to God?" Possibly his o"n former dreams
were fresh upon his mind, and although he had as yet, to say
the least, but a sorry interpretation of them, probably he was
secretly borne up with a belief that, in due time, something remarkable would result from his dreams. At any rate, there was this
reverence for the divine honour; and the :::ame jealousy for God
and truth was afterwards exhibited before Pharaoh, when, in reply
to his statement, "I have heard say of thee, tbat thou canst understand a dream to interpret it," he said, "It is not in me." Hence
he did not take the least credit to himself; although his interpreta-
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tion of the chief butler and the chief baker's dreams had been so
strictly. fulfilled. Had J oseph been left to himself, and to the
natural pride of his own corrupt heart, he would not have disowned, as Le did, any claim to such interpretation. But mark,
reader, how promptly-yea, there and then-at so critical a juncture,
was honoured that recognition, upon the part of J oseph, of the
divine rightful rule and authority. "God," said he, "shall give
Pharaoh an answer of peace." We contend that this assurance,
as to the successful interpretation of Pharaoh's dream, was a signal
honour conferred upon J oseph in this his prompt and frank declaration of the dignity and rightful prerogative of J ehovah. It was a
beautiful setting forth of the truth of that Scripture, "Him that
honoureth Me I will honour," Reader, mark you, these are lessons
-and all-important lessons, too-for us.
But now, let us endeavour to bring before the eye of the mind
the scene, under the circumstances, as presented. Pharaoh had
dreamt not merely once, but a second time, and so vivid were his
dreams, and so perfectly at a loss was he to understand them, that
" it came to pass in the morning that his spirit was troubled; and
he sent and called for all the magicians of Egypt, and all the wise
men thereof: and Pharaoh told them his dream; but there was
none that could interpret them unto Pharaoh" (Gen. xli. 8). It
was at this crisis, and amid all this excitement, when the king, all
the magicians, and all the wise men, were so perplexed, and correspondingly anxious, that the chief butler spoke. Under other
circumstances it is by no means likely that he would have ventured
to intrude a remark, or address himself to his master, at any r3.te
amidst such surroundings, and at so critical a moment, for, doubtless,
the inability of the magicians and the wise men to interpret his
dreams, added, in no small degree, to Pharaoh's discomfort ancl
anxiety.
Moreover, the terms in which the chief butler spoke were as
honest as they were forcible, ani the more likely to -carry conviction with them. Doubtless, there was a dignity and a power about
his manner, as well as his words, that served to arrest and excite.
" I do remember my faults this day," said he. What an admission
at such a time and before such a company. How attention must
at once have been drawn both to his appearance and his acknowledgment.
" Wh,Lt can the man mean? What is he about to say? What
faults has he to confess, and before such a master?" would
naturally suggest itself to the spectators. Curiosity of the very
deepest shade must instantly have been imprinted upon every brow.
" Pharaoh was wroth with his servants," continued the chief butler.
Was it not marvellous that he should have referred to the subject,
and thus been regardless of the possibility of irritating afresh-and
especially under present excitement-and running the risk of re-
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kindling anger r "and put me in ward," he goes on to say, "in
the captain of the guard's house, both me and the chief baker:
and we dreamed a dream in one night, I and he; we dreamed
each man according to the interpretation of his dream. And there
was there with us a young man, an Hebrew, servant to the captain
of the guard; and we told him, and he interpreted to us our
dreams; to each man according" to his dream he did interpret.
And it came to pass, as he interpreted to us, so it was; me he
restored unto mine office, and him he hanged" (Gen. xli. 11-13).
What a dignity and a power and. a persuasiveness must have
attended this testimony. How free from fuhomeness or flattery.
A servant speaking to his kingly master, and that in ~:'e :::::idst
of his courtiers, or those who were wont to fawn and pacify upon
totally different grounds. Both the man and his manner added
weight to his words, and brought conviction with them. And
why? Because the Lord J ehovah had the direction and control
of all. It was He, and He alone, sent the dream; and He, and
He alone, brought forward the man who should be the means of
introducing the interpreter. We see that interpreter summoned
from his prison-house. He was about to bid it a long and an
honourable farewell. He was to pass from degradation to dignity
indeed. The prisoner was to become a prince, and such a prince,
too! Ah! see what GOD can do; but, adored be His name, He
does what He does in His own time, in His own way, and by
His own instruments. Pharaoh is cominced. With him is neither
parleying nor delay. Not a question does he put, nor further
inquiry make. But" Then "-mark the" then," reader-then and
there! "Then Pharaoh sent and called J oseph." What a summons! What must J oseph think! How little did he dream of
what was the interpretation of either his dreams, or those of
others! "And they brought him hastily [margin, made him
run] out of the dungeon: and he shaved himselt~ and changed
his raiment, and came in unto Pharaoh."
What a scene! See Pharaoh seated in royal splendour, but
with an admixture of anxiety, curiosity, suspense. His magici!ins
and his wise men standing around in mute wonder and astonish·
ment. The only countenance expressive of pleasure and expectation is that of the· chief butler, who" remembered his faults that
day," and is now the subject of a glowing anticipation that the
debt of gratitude he owed is about to be paid, and that with a large
interest indeed-a compound interest, because of the delay.
Then and there J oseph-the faultless prisoner-enters; calm,
self-possessed, dignified in his degradation! Without the shadow
of fear. Prepared for he knew not what, but ready for whatever
had been prepared for him, a servant of the Most High! A
waiter upon, and a waiter for, the will and pleasure of Pharaoh's
Master, even the King of kings and L::Jrd of lords. "And Pharaoh
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said unto J oseph, 1 have dreamed a dream, and there is none that
can interpret it: and I have heard say of thee, that thou canst
understand a dream to interpret it. And J oseph answered
Pharaoh." Still calm, perfectly unmoved, thoroughly self-possessed.
Again we say, reader, see what GOD can do! How He can
make the weakest, the frailest, the most despised to stand even
before EnQ"s and rulers, and that without the Ghadow of fear,
anxiety, or~ discomfort. "And J oseph answered Pharaoh, saying,
It is not in me." There and then he denies the veriest iota of
claim to the power of interpretatio:J, although, as before remarked,
his interpretation of the chief butler and chief baker's dre:llus
was so literally fulfilled, and doubtless even the momentary glimpse
of the chief butler-for, in all probability, le was a foremost object
under the circumstances, would tend, as in a moment, to renew
and revivr, in J oseph's mind, past e'ents. }Iorenver, we eau
imagine that the countenance ai' the chief butler wouM bespeak,
upon his part, to say the least, a hopeful expectancy as to
results.
But, before we proceed further with the narrative of the facts,
let us take another glimp5e of J oseph, and briefly review somewhat
of his previous position. rrhere are such telling lessons, in a way
of experience, in connection therewith.
J oseph leaves his prison-house-the plaee of his so long and
dreary sojourn-and that never to return! What a change, and
so sudden and unexpected, too. How like this to the Lord's
dealings with His children. After their wearisome clays and
seemingly endless nights of captivity, sorrow, heart-harrowing
anguish, there ut length comes a change, and that most likely at
the least-thought-of time, and in the most unsuspected way, Aftar
times of apparently insurmountable difficulty and seemingly interminable trial and perplexity, anguish and distress, in which the
hapless condition of the poor, ofttimes dismayed and affrighted ones
have felt that the Lord has forsaken, and tbat He will be gracious
no more, there comes a sudden break in the cloud, and a mysterious clearing' away of the mist of confusion and darkness in which
the soul has so long been enveloped. The change is so great,
the circumstances so remarkable, and withal the wbole so une:spected, that, for a time at least, it leaves the subject of these
new and unlooked-for experiences, in a state both perplexing and
surprising. As yet, be is at a perfect loss to ascertain bis
position, or to arrive at any satisfactory conclusion as to what is
about to befall him, or what can possibly be the Lord's mind or
purpose in regard to him. We read, in a certain place, that" the
thing was done sudd.enly"; aud. it is tbis suddenness, in tbe
experience a.t certain stages 01 his career, that adds, in no small
degree, to the surprise and perplexity of a dear child of God, and
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this the. more so in proportion to the length of his trial, and
the intenseness of his sufferings. Yet the Lord's succour IS so
effectual, and His deliverances so complete, that, when vouchsafed,
they serve to obliterate, in a certain sense, the anguish, and the
grief, and the deep heart-felt sorrow which, under the trial, had so
long and frequently so overwhelmingly prevailed. At the time,
and under the more immediate circumstances, it appeared that
forgetfulness was out. of the question, and that even if a partial
deliverance should be granted, the fears of a renewal would be
an ever-present burden. But no; as just remarked, the Lord's
deliverances a~. e so complete, and His aid and SUCCOill' so worthy
of Himself, as to illustrate those precious Scriptill'es, "They shall
drink and forget their poverty, and remember their misery no
more." "They shall remember [this or that trial or affliction] as
waters that pass away."
Reader, is it not so? Have you not realized this fact? Are
you not the living witness of what the Lord is, and what the Lord
does, in the particulars to which we have briefly referred?
Oh, consider, we pray you, certain states and conditions into
which you have fallen. How great has been the anguish; how
intense the grief; how apparently overwhelming the circumstances!
How past hope and expectation you have been-crushed, broken,
dismayed, and disheartened beyond the veriest attempt to depict or
describe! In both feeling and fear you have been a companion
of Job, as he sat speechless and broken-hearted se,en days and
seven nights.
You can, however, look back upon such condition with astonishment at the very fact, that und-er those circumstances you were
sustained at all. You are amazed that reason retained its hold.
That you were not as it were annihilated is, even in the revieu;not to say the then present experienCE-an astonishment and a
marvellous surprise.
But is there not another aspect in which to view matters?
What about some of those special indescribably blessed seasons
with which you were now and then visited? Ah! when seemingly
down, down, down in the very depths of unutterable perplexity,
care, and anguish of heart, utterly at a loss to know what to do,
and equally at a loss to imagiile what the next day or hour
would witness. Yet, of a sudden, and under these very ciroumstanoes,
there hlls come a oalmness, a serenity, a peaoefulness, a surrenderyea, an aoquiesoenoe-in regard to come what may. There has been
a falling into the hand of the Lord, a quiet submissiveness to His
will, whatever that will might be-a candid, unreserved, unqualified,
"It is the Lord; let Him do as seemeth Him good." The Sill'Toundings at this very juncture, threatening-apparently destructive
-to the very last degree, and yet withal, and for the time being,
both passive and placid. Aye! as unlike the state of mind at
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other times, and perhaps under smooth and (humanly speaking)
auspicious circumstances, as light differs from darkness.
Again, not only has there been this calmness and placidity-yea,
this falling into the hand of the Lord, at all hazards, and whatever
the results; but, at, the same time, there has been such an insight
into truth, such glimpses of the upper and the better worldyea, such glances within the veil, and such a reposing upon the
Person and power of a precious, sympathizing High Priest-as
perfectly to eclipse all other periods, and to outvie all previous
eKperiences.
Oh, could the walls of the sick and apparently dying chamber
speak; could counting-houses, the tiny private rooms in large city
establishments, retail shops, or fadory walls, echo and re-echo the
sighll, the cries, the contentions, the beseechings, the wrestlings,
and importunities, with which such spots are identified, what would
they reveal, but the intense ardour and the supernatural access
with which such are favoured as ratify and confirm the Scriptural
testimony-" The kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the
violent taketh it by force"? Such wrestlers, weak, and frail, and
helpless-aye, and guilty and worthl6ss as they are in themselves:1re "made strong, and do exploits." Aye, and what exploits, too.!
These wrestling J aeobs are made prevailing Israels. Of them It
may be said as of the Patriarch of old, by "his strength he had
power with God: yea, he had power over the angel, and prevailed: he wept, and made supplication unto Him."
Is it not a glorious truth, dear reader? Have you not found
it so again and again? Ah! those bitter, yet blessed spots!
'1'h08e depths tUl'lling to delight! The trials turned into triumphs!
'1'he agonizing suspense into sweetest succe"ses! The darkness
:rielding to the most blessed bright shining! The rays of the Sun
of Righteousness darting through the dense cloud, and lighting
up the whole path"l\ay with a supernatural radiance and heavenly
splendour, transplanting and transporting as it were from the
densest gloom and the most terrible forebodings to the third
heavens, there to realize by precious faith, and the most refreshing
foretaste, that blessed estate which you have now in earnest, and
unquestionable aSSlU'ance, Thhen
.
"You shall see, and hear, and know,
All you desired or wished below,
And every p01\er find sweet employ
- In that eternal world of joy."

Ah! dear reader, there are, in a precious Gospel sense, prison
secrets inseparable from prison scenes. In other words, the Lord's
prisoners have meat to eat which the world knows not of. It is in
a dark dungeon, or in dreary, deserted wilderness wastes, when to
the eye of sense and reason, "clouds and darkness are round about

592

The Gospel Magazz"n,.

Him," that, as in the days of His flesh, He draws nigh, and amid
the tempest and the wild raging of the billows, He says, in His
ever-loving, gracious, persuasive, and most effectual way, ,. It is
I ; be not afraid." To the wild waves and the tempestuous winds
He says, "Peace, be still; and instantly there is a great calm."
The lessons, then, that we wish to gather from this part of
the history of J oseph are, first, the suddenness of his deliverance
from his long and painful captivity. In our foregoing remarks
we have just touched upon this, and sure we are that it strictly
applies to the experience of the Lord's dear family. Have you
not found it so, reader? Personally we have proved it again and
again, in our own varied experience. After times of apparently
interminable trial, when the mind has becomo so inured to it as
soarcely to have a shade of expectation of any change or relief,
the Lord has suddenly vouchsafed help, if not actual deliveranoe,
and that, both with respeot to time and means, in such a totally
unthought-of way. It has been likewise in such harmony with
the testimony given in Isaiah xlviii. 3, where the Lord, speaking
of His dealings with the h:)Use of J acob, says: "I did them suddenly and they came to pass." Another lesson we learn from the
history before us, is the fact of the boundless resources the
Lord has at hand, and when and where we have least idea of
such being the case. However limited or circumscribed our view
of matters, nevertheless "the Lord's hand is not shortened that it
cannot save, nor is His ear heavy that it cannot hear." Not
even Moses, much less Israel, knew how the Red Sea was to be
crossed, although their extremity was such that they were
brought to its very brink; and their position was such that they
were hemmed in on every hand. Yet they were delivered, and
that most effectually, although it was at the eleventh hour.
Upon the opening of that eventful day, when J oseph was
called to bid a sudden and final farewell to his prison career,
how little did he imagine what awaited him. He passed probably a peaceful and most undisturbed night in his lonely cell,
whilst Pharaoh was the subject of the greatest discomfort, restlessness, and anxiety, under the influence of his so strange and
mysterious dreams. It is possible, however (poor human-nature
like) Joseph-yea, even the calm, serene, docile, submissil'e, childlike J oseph !-had been left for a little season to the reasoning,
carnalizing, fretfulness, and waywardness of his poor fallen
nature, under the influence of which it may be he yielded to
hard thoughts of the Lord in regard to His dealings. This the
Lord sometimes permits, and that upon the eve of one or other
of His most timely, merciful, and gracious deliverances, and why
does He allow such waywardness or want of faith at such
seasons? Why? In order that not the least iota of credit
should be ascribed to the creature or to the exercise of faith, but
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that the entiretv of the deliverance-both as to design and
execution:"'-should be rendered to the Lord, and the Lord alone.
Possibly just at this jnnchue, in J oseph's C3,se, the clouds
above appeared more dense than ever. His prison walls never so
thick-its doors and lorks and bars never so unyielding. The
outlook before him never so forbidding. His whole condition
and prospects one of intense gloom-dark, drear, desolate indeed!
Tbere is perhaps the scarcely half-snppressed thought, "Would
to God I had never been born! How hapless is my fate! How
dread my condition! Who so hardly dealt with? I-a prisoner
here upon an altogether false and groundless charge-and yet
compelled to remain week after '\'eek-month after month-year
after year. Death-only death itself-shall end my wretched,
ill-fated, unjust career." Probably these were alllong at least the
passing thoughts and mental exercises of poor imprisoned J osepl.
If not so, his were a bappy exception to the but too-general rule.
Few, even of the LorJ.'s adopted oues, but are more or less the
subjects of these dark and terrible conflicts unuer this and th'1t
trial of faith.
Reader, can you plep-d an exemption; or are you so amiable,
so unmoved and unruffled by contrar,V and disappointing circumstances, as cheerfully to be reconciled to and acquiesce in all that
befalls you? If so, if we mistake not, you have much as yet ill)
learn of the deceitfulness and treachery, self-will and rebellion
of the human heart, anti, as a certain consequence, what the
patience, forbearanue, alld long-suffering of cur God is.
Next we learn the aboundiugs and super-aboundings of divine
love and mercy, as operating iu such total disinterestedness from
aught of the creature, either in a way of merit or power. We
repeat, little did J oseph imagine what a"rded him, under
probably the very state of things to which we ha,e alluded,
The Lord was about to visit him with one of His marvellous
surprises I-one ot' His rich displays of astounding mercy-wondrous
love-amazing gr'lce; and this W:lS intended there and then so
to operate against waywardness, illgra itude, unbelief, and cr~si.!
questioning, as an a.stoni~hil!g scf-':tt: and thus anew to open up
the freshness, the fulness, and the fre'mess of rich, sovereign, and
altogether unmerited grace and mercy.
Reader, again we ask, do you know anything of it? Have you
personally experienced, at the Lord's hand, somewhat of the
patience, the forbearance, the long-suffering, the infinite }<'iltherly
kindness with which He dealt with poor, rebellious,. self-willed,
hard-hearted J ouah? Has He, at certain states and. stages, come
over the mountains of sin and un belief, in order thereby to display
afresh the rich aboundings of His mercy, tenderness, and compassion? Ah! how this meekens, melts, and moulds t he heart afreeh
to sing of
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" Gra.ce o'er sin abounding,
Ransomed souls the tidings swell."

We repeat, that it is thus that grace-rich, and free, and sovereign
grace-is placed before the poor recipient in a more forcible way
and a more blessed manner, than he has ever heretofore experienced.
Hence he obtains a clearer insight into the character of the God
of all grace, and has a precious experimental knowledge of the'
great and glorious fact, " By grace are ye saved, through faith, and
that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not of works lest any
man should boast."
There is such a proneness in all to cling to the creature, and to
seek to fall back upon creature doings. ~o much is this the case
that it takes no little time nor slender means to cut us off from
all these fleshly resources; and when brought to a thorough knowledge of our own bankrupt state and condition, as to thought, and
word, and deed, to fall back upon the glorious verity, "It is not
by works of righteousness which we have done; but of His mercy
He hath saved us by the washing of regeneration and the renewing
of the Holy Ghost."
"\Ve add, to write or read these testimonies is both simple and
easy, but to realize them personally and experimentally is a totally
different thing.
Thousands and tens of thousands-especially in
these lightsome and superficial days-sing:
" Nothing in my hands I bring.
Simply to Thy cross I cling;
Naked, come to Thee for dress;
Helpless, look to Thee for grace;
Foul, I to the fountain fly;
Wash me, Saviour, or I die."

To say or to sing this is comparatively easy, but to know it-to feel
it-to acknowledge it in sighs and cries-groans and tears-before
a heart-searching, rein-trying God, is only what the Spirit-quickened,
the Spirit-taught, and the Spirit-led alone can do.
Reader, are you one of these?
There is, however, another thought, in connection with this part
of J oseph's history. It is this, that without doubt, there were
times and seasons during which, in his after-course, he looked back
upon the prison scenes with which he had been so long and painfully
familiar, with intense longings for a renewal of some of those
favoured moments and divinely privileged opportunities, when he
had: access at the mercy-seat; was enabled to unburden his heart
before the Lord, and had the most supernatural enjoyment at the
footstool of mercy. The prison, at that time and under those
sweet experiences, was indeed turned into "a banqueting house,
and the banner over him was love." It is questionable, if in his
exaltation, and 'when second only to Pharaoh, J oseph knew much
of any such seasons. Oh, no; they were too sacred-too spiritual
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·-too he~venl.r, to be commingled with earth and its petty greatness.
The Lord reserves these, His brighter, and so blessed
bestowments, for special occasions and privileged opportunities; and
these, in a human point of view, are times of trial, the depths of
temporal adversity, acute suffering, creature reproach, and fiery
temptations. These are the times and these the circumstances
under which the Lord unlocks His cabinet, takes of His special
reserves, and bestows them personally and individually upon His
poor and needy ones. Thus, He H enriches them with heavenly
treasure"; thus He raises them above the petty and the paltry of
all human things, and gives them a practical insight into the divine
secrets of that precious Scripture, "Although the fig tree shall not
blossom, neither shall fruit be in the ,ine; the labour of the olive
shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut
off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls: yet I
will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation"
(Hab. iii. 18, 19).
THE EDITOR.
Stanley Lodge, Burgoyne Road, Southsea, Jury 27th, 1889.

A LOVIKG REBUKE.
"Have I been so long time with you, and 11et hast thot~ not knou:n Me,
Philip? "-JoHN xiv. 9.

" , NOT known Me, Philip,' when I broke the In'ead,
And for the multitude such plenty spread?
'Not known Me,' when I stilled the tossing storm,
And showed My Godhead in a human form?
'Not known Me,' when in majesty I spoke,
And widow's son ani! ruler's daughter woke?"
Ah! tender words of sweet rebuke, they came
To me, as if they plainly spoke my name;
For I was doubting. pondering, questioning all
That I had known, or hoped, or could recall
Of long time past, when on my groping way
Thy smile had soothed, Thy strength had been my stay.
Oh, let me oftener see Thee, Master dear,
Even though darkly in a glass down here!
Only Thy presence lights this desert through,
And my best friends, my l.-indred, know it too.
Shine on them, burdened, scattered here and there,
In poverty and pain, Thou knowest where;
And come Thyself in glory; there are some
Who long for Thine appearing-Jesus, come!
Alde7ley Edge.
E. M. L. H.
I REMEMBER, in going to undertake the care of a congregation, I
was reading, as I walked in a green lane, "Fear not, Paul; I have
much people in this city"; but I soon afterwards was disappointed in
finding that Paul was not John, and that Corinth was not Warwick.

-John Newton.
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'm:al'!sib.e iofts.
WHAT IS EVANGELICAL TRUTH?

"Elect ctccording to the jvreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spi1'it, unto obedience and sprinklil1{1 (1 the blood of Jesus
Christ." -1 PETER i. 2.
WHAT is evangelical truth 1 It is most important tInt we give n, clear
answer to this enquiry, for there is in the present day so much teaching that is of a questionable and uncgrtain character, and the air is
full of the witdesL vagarie" ,Ye reply then ev:w(Jdical truth is fhet!
which is consistent ~cith antl according 10 th~ Word of God, and the gospel
of Christ. Here then at once we take the Bible in our hand, aDd look
tu Him who indited and inspired it" to lead us into every aspect of
the truth of God we desire to d well upon.
The Bible is our sufficient rule of jttith. If one says, d But I 110
not believe in the Bible," then we respond, "Stand aside,;:' and may
God have mercy upon you, for you are wholly beyond our province."
Disarm one of the Bible and our strength is gone. But you cannot;
it is "the sword of the Spirit," which will always avail lB, and we
will not go into any warfare without it.
Now I think evangelical truth i~ very much embodied in the preci)us
anti familiar portion which heads our paper. Let us take the points
as they stand; for at all events ic asserts four evangelical truths, which
aro of vital importahce to our spiritual well being-namely:
1. The electing love oj the Fa!her.
"Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father."
n. Di~'ine predest'ination: God's foreknowledge.
Ill. The sanctification oj the Spi1·it.
IV. Redeeming blood: "Uoto obedience, and the sprinkling of the
blood of Jesus."
Lord, these are great and glorious truths; unfold them, we beseech
Thee. We are told that they who put their trust in the Lord "shall
understand the tl"uth." vVe put our trust in Thee, and in Thee alone;
let us understand the truth, to the profit of our souls, and we will
ascribe all the glory to Him who is Himself the truth. Hear this our
uplifting of heart at Thy throne, for His dear name's sa,ke.
But before we go into these grand points, just a few words upon
the speaker. "Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ." Oh, what mercy
is veiled in these words. To think that Peter should be, after
all his failings and fuolishness, reckoned yet a marked servant of the
Lord, upon whom He would, in spite of all, put special honour ancl
favour! And if the Lord, in His goodness, is favouring us and own-.
iug us as His own, must we Dot feel how grace and mercy attends
such favour? And we cannot but be struck with the marked difference
.. "e are perfectly of your mind, brother. We would n0t attempt to argue
with such, but would stand aloof, Eatisfied to be regarded as "a fool for Christ's
sake."-ED.
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in Peter's character and teaching before and after the day of Pentecost. Before, what manifest presumption and creature forwardness j
but afterwards, what grace and humility. Before, his movements were
fraught with ignorance and waywardness j but afterwards, the ministry
of the Word in its soundness and fulness. And how this brings out
the fact that it is the Holy Spirit's work that is so much needed.
Peter received divine teaching, and this is just what the preaching of
the day so much lacks.
And just referring to Peter's weakness. It is often a theme of thankfulness to the writer, that God the Spirit, in His divine wisdom, has recorded
much of men's failings in His sacred ·Word. Such a fact surely gives a
check to the presumption of creature holiness and self-sufficiency. Nor can
it be said that such failings were only in their state of unregeneracy. No
such a thing j although grace did wonders for Peter, as we have noted,
and does wonders for us. He felt, doubtless, what we must ever feel
-namely, that "the infection of the old nature remains in us after
regeneration." And whatever mighty grace has done for us, the old
man is the tiresome old creature still. Hence the warfare, of which the
Apostle Paul so truthfully says: "But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. Oh, wretched man that
I am! Who shall deliver me from the body of this death 1 I thank
God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself
serve the law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin." This is what
we eaU Evangelical truth, for it is in accordance with God's Word and
our own heartfelt experiences.
And then observe, beloved, to whom Peter writes this precious
epistle referred to-" the strangers," scattered in various places in
J udea. Of course they were only strangers personally to Peter, and as
regards their dispersion, but they were the elect of God; God knew
them, and in His sight they were, with Peter, one in Christ. It is
precisely the same now. Oh, how scattered in this wide, wide world j
strangers to one another personally; but when they communicate in
any way one with another, it is with them all, "one Lord, one faith,
one baptism." The one Lord, the Lord Jesus Christ, precious to them
all j the one faith, "once delivered unto the saints;" and one baptism,
even the baptism of the Holy Ghost. So, again, looking from grace
to providence, they one and all have to tell the tale of trial and tribulation in some form or another j yet can they recount times of rejoicing,
of sunshine, and triumph. So it is. But observe, further, Peter no
longer caUs such strangers common and unclean. God has taught him
the lesson, that what He has cleansed, are now in His sight cleau,
and are elect of God. J3ut to our point.
1. The electing love of the F(1ther. We know well enough that this is
a doJctrine not at all relished in the present day of departure from the
truth of God. Some try to explain it away thus: They say election
is the separation of God, through the call of the Gospel. That God
does separate His people from an ungodly world by the effectual call
of His divine grace, is a blessed truth, and one we rejoice in j but
" election" is something more than this, for it is according to the foreknowledge of God the Fathc;-, which at once drives us to His plan
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and purpose, and thus to a far earlier date tha!l when we are called
by grace. . Hence it is written concerning the Church-" My substance
was not hid from Thee, when I was made in secret, and curiously
wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. Thine eyes did see my
substance, yet being imperfect; and in Thy book all my members were
written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was
none of them " (Psalm cxxxix. 15, 16). Others say, " We allow election is
a doctrine of the Bible, but it had better not be preached because it is
sure to bring offence." As JOHN ANGEL JAlIiES once said to me in my
own house, "I believe with you in the doctrine of election, but there is
no authority in God's Word to bring it before the people." This is
tantamount to saying, I believe it to be true, but it is policy to shelve
it. Surely this is not honest. Surely it puts one in a painful position
to believe a thing to be the truth of God, but to keep it back for the
fear of the people. But I, for one, believing it to be in accordance
with God's mind and will, dare not follow such a dishonest course, but
must proclaim it and teach it, whether men will hear, or whether they
will forbear. Besides which I want the comfm·t of it, and at all events
am supported in this desire by the teaching of the Church of England.
Such describes "our election in Christ" as full of sweet, pleasant, and
unspeakable comfort to those who feel the working of the Spirit, describing the tendency of that comfort as1. Drawing OU?' minds to heavenly things.
2. Tending greatly to establish and c011firm our faith of eternal salvation.
3. Because it fervently kindles OUT love to God.
Surely it must be a blessed. doctrine that thus dra"s off our thoughts
from earth to hea'en. ,Ye need this, indeed. So, also, to lend a
grasp at that "hich establishes our fai h in the e..-er.asting salyation
of Christ; and, verily, we must lo,e Him who hath firs lO'7ed us, and
who has chosen such unworthy creatures to be vessels of mercy; and yet,
were we to talk of this doctrine to many who have subscribed to it, and
declared that they will teach and preach it, they would become offended
and at enmity with us for holding such views. Is this, we repeat,
honest and straightforward, to say the least of it?
But again referring to our passage, what a proof we have of electing
love in the case of Peter himself! Who was he? And what was he?
Simon was the son of J onas, whom Christ afterwards surnamed Peter.
He lived in the small and obscure village of Bethsaida, on the banks
of the lake of Galilee, and was by trade a fisherman. Do "e hear one
word about his running after Christ, or of his becoming converted through
some hearsay of Him? Was there anything in the poor toiling fishermau that recommended him to the favour of the Lord of Glory? vVas
salvation offered to him to accept or reject? ~ ot one word of it.
Christ broke in upon him in the midst of his worldly calling, and bid
him "follow Him." Immediately the fisherman left his nets and
followed Jesus. It was the word of a King, and His elect one was
made willing. This is what I call evangelical truth, according to the
Word of God.
And while this was the first act of sovereign grace and mercy manifested with Pete", note what was the last before our Lord's ascension.
He singled out Peter, and gave him that solemn charge, "Feed My
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sheep; feed My lambs." And I believe this epistle before us is the
carrying Oqt of that command. For whatever he did verbally as long
as he lived, in the Master's cause, verily, the sheep and lambs of God
are fed by the gracious and unctuous teaching of his words; although,
like Peter, they will require the power of the Holy Spirit to seal home
such teaching for their soul's profit and good, so it is we must ever
honour the Spirit which was poured out upon Peter in such rich
abundance.
And then, where election becomes so precious to the poor sinner, is
that it is not a doctrine of God shut up, but manifested in calling out
of an ungodly world His own chosen people. Hence, our blessed Lord
said, ''If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but
because ye are not of the world (mark), but 1 have chosen you out of the
world, therefore the world hateth you." " Chosen you out of the world,"
blessed soul-humbling truth! Here is the manifestation of the Divine
choice in Divine and effectual calling. Does not this origin, beloved,
show us that there is something more here than christening and confirmation, or even the clap-trap "conversion" we hear so much of in
this day ~ "Chosen out of the world," therefore called. out of it. Do
we not see here the power and omnipotency of the Eternal ThreeGod the Father's choice; God the Son's salvation; God the Holy
Spirit's effectual calling the elect and joining them, not so much in
the outward fellow~hip of a church (although this may be well in its
place), but joining them in the fellowship of children of God, heirs of
salvation, in oneness to and with their covenant God ~ This is what
we call evangelical truth, for it is according to God's will, and this
makes our salvation perfect and complete.
How frequently, in the churches of our land, is uttered those words,
but, alas! how little weighed or thought of-" 0 come, let us sing
unto the Lord, let us heartily rejoice (mark) in the strength of our
salvation. "-Yes, the strength of that salvation is seen in the purpose
and plan of the Father, in the work and atonement of God the Son,
and in the power of the Holy Ghost in bringing in and bringing
home the election of grace. "The gift of God is eternal life, through
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." "ith such truths before us, and
sealed within, we can but exclaim with the Psalmist concerning the
God of our salvation, "Be Thou exalted in Thine own strength, so will we
sing and praise Thy power." I grant we hear little of such teaching
and telling in this day of free-will and universal redemption; but I
repeat, it is evangelical truth, because it is according to God's Word
and will.
And then mark the fruits and flowings of this gracious doctrine.
For example:
1. Election, sealed home, secures us a livtly and living faith in
Christ; as the Word says concerIling the Gentiles-CC when they heard
the Word, they glorified God, and as many as were ordained to eternal
life believed."
2. It secures to us the divine unfolding of the Lord Christ, and also
of the Father; a very precious and important realization-Jesus declaring that He had manifested the Father's llame unto the men which He
had given Him out of the world. Can anything be clearer ~

600

The Gospel 111agazme.

3. It ensures for us effectual callin~. "Moreover, whom He did
predestinate, them He also called." Gracious links which cannot be
severed.
4. Election brings us to the heavenly inheritance; as J ehovah
Himself declares concerning the heavenly home, "Mine elect shall
inherit it; My servants shall dwell there." Well may the Psalmist
burst forth in arlor.ation, in the view of God's electing love, "Blessed
is the nation whose God is the Lord, and the people whom He has
chosen for His inheritance;" or if this passage should be objected to
as referring to His literal Israel (although they were but typical of
His spiritual people), we will give another more personal and pointed,
the Psalmist elsewhere sayiog, "Blessed is the man whom Thou
choosest, and causeth to approach Thee, that he may dwell in Thy
courts," &c. And we could fill pages in proof of Gur position, that
the Word of God abounds with passages which establish the fact that
electing love and mercy is the will of our covenant God; and to know
this is sufficient for us to rejoice in it, and declare it, whether men will
hear or whether they will forbear. Indeed, to my mind there are
three grand covenant stipulations which are inseparable links of
divine purpose and love. Could it be possible to sever one, the
whole chain of God's wondrous and perfect salvation would fall to
pieces, and an eternal ruin ensue; but, blessed be God, as we have
said, they are inseparable. These three grand links are, election, Divine
calling, and evedasting salvation-links which again and again bring
out the union of the Trinity and the Trinity in union in all the works
their hands perform; for eleGtion is the divine purpose of the Father,
who hath from all eternity chosen a people unto Himself, and, as
He declares, "m'eaterl them j01' His gloi'.Ij." Divine calling is the work
of the Holy Spirit, who brings from the very ends of the earth the
vessels of mercy for the Master's use. And eternal salvation is ensured
by the doing and dying of the Lord Jesus Christ, according to
covenant arrangement. These three links are joined to the throne
of heaven, eecuring glory, glory to God's own name. Take away
election, and God's purposes and plans fail, and all is left to haphazard; take away divine calling, and there can be no personal realization of the blessings of that salvation which Christ has secured for
His blood-bought people. But, blessed be God, what God hath joined
cannot, by any power on the earth or under the earth, be put asunder.
"The Lord of Hosts bath purposed, and who shall disannul it 1
And His hand is strekhecl out, and who shall tarn it back 1"
(Isaiah xiv. 27),
n. But we must come to our second point-Dit'ine Predestination:
"Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father." Predestination.. the word implies to ordain beforehand-to p?'ecede history. For
example, the history of the Creation, the Creator precedes it; the history
of the New Creation in Christ, the Creator precedes it; and, with profound reverence for our God, we would say, He could not be God if
it were otherwise. Yea, He knows all, for He precedes all. As the
Psalmist says, yea, "the very secrets of the heart." No thought can be
withholden from Him. Weigh the following words, dear reader, to the
point, for ~hey are blessedly true: "Predestination is the only ground
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on which Divine Knowledge and providence can stand. Abstracted
from the- will and purpose of God, neither persons nor events could
have any certain fruition, consequently they could not be certainly foreknown. And providence must regulate every punctilio of its dispensations by the same pre-constructed plan, or it would follow that God is
liable to unforeseen emergencies and acts either ignorantly or contrary
to His own will." And to my mind it is such a comfort to feel that
God knows all about me, and has arranged all for my eternal gain.
Here I am, a poor, undone sinner, born in sin, and shapen in iniquity.
If ought depended upon me, I must be lost, but it does not. All is
of Him I love. But it may be said, "Then, where is man's responsibility 1" Oh, it is hflre. My responsibility would bring upon me ruin,
for I fail everywhflre j but I throw myself upon Christ's responsibility
for me, as my Mediator, Substitute, Surety, and Saviour, and in so
doing He is glorified, and I am saved. Will such teaching do for you,
dear reader 1 It will, I am sure, if you feel with me. What a sinner!
but what a Saviour!
But just another thought upon God's foreknowledge. Some indeed
would persuade us that God regulates His decrees by the free-will of
the creature. I am ready to cry out, "God forbid!" for verily, endless confusion and caprice must follow, accompanied by your fall and
mine, dear reader. Blessed be God, our standing upon His covenant
engagements puts us in a different position altogether, and on such a
rock we need not fear failure or ruin. Oh, let me trace things to their
highest cau,ses. "Known unto God are all His works from the beginning."
Shall we dare to say that the greatest of all His works-the salvation of
the soul-is not known unto Him 1 That He does not know who will
be saved until they accept Christ 1 Never will I treat my God with
such dishonour. He is a God of foreknowledge. The Word asserts it,
and we believe it.
"His counsels and decrees,
Firmer than mountains stand;
He will perform whate'er He please,
And none can stay His hand."
We wish we had more space to enlarge upon this grand theme, but
we must come to the next, namelyIll. "The sanctification of the Spirit." Here, again, it is necessary that
our trumpet should give no uncertain sound, for really the discordant
views of the day upon sanctification are confusing and untruthful. They
seem mostly to consist of balloon notions and aerial flights. We do well
to come down to the solid standing of the Word of God, which at once
ignores creature-holiness and self-reliant piety. Searching the Word, we
find this, like everything else that has to do with an everlasting salvation, is a Trinity work. Yes, sanctification is the work of God the
Father, who has separated a people unto Himself from all eternity, as
He has Himself asserted. "I, the Lord, do sanctify Israel ,. (Ezekiel
xxxvii. 28). Hence, Jude addressed the living Church as composed of
those who are" sanctified by God the Father" (Jude i.) It is also
the work of the Eternal Son. Paul speaks of the Captain of our salvation made perfect through suffering, as He that sanctifieth and those
2 R
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that ar~ sanctified as all one, while it is the work of the Holy Spirit.
Paul, again, speaking of the Gentiles as acceptable and being sanctified
by the Holy Ghost. Here, then, we have a firm standing in the matter,
sanctification being of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy
Ghost. . And what sweet words are those uttered by our Saviour in
His prayer to the Father concerning His blood-bought ones-" Sanctify
them through Thy truth: Thy Word is truth." It seems to come home
to one's heart thus-Sanctify and more fully develop in them the graces of
the Spirit.
Faith. Ah! it is ofttimes at such a low ebb; Lord, increase it.
Hope. It is at times such a feeble stay; Lord, fasten it upon Christ

as an anchor sure and steadfast within the veil.
Love. It seems so to lack fervency. Lord, kindle it, and let it swell
aboye eyery other love.
Knowledge. We know so little of Thee. Lord, increase us with the
increase of God.
G1'owth. Yes, may there be a taking deeper root downward, and
bringing forth fruit upward. Thus develop within our souls the gifts
and graces of the Holy Spirit, and "sanctify us through Thy truth."
Then our passage speaks of obedience. "Elect through sanctification
of the Spirit unto obedience." What does this imply ~ I think, to be
clear, three things1.
2.
3.
1.

A
A
A
A

striking
bending
v;alking
striking

contmst.
to God's will in salvation and discipline.
by faith and not by sight-the obedience of faith.
contmst. Yes; in our unregenerate state "e are called

"sons of disobedience," but when grace calls, meets, and mel-, "children
of obedience." And this was peculiarly the case with Peter; especially,
too, if we connect it with what follows-" and sprinkling of the blood
of Jesus Christ." Whenever our blessed Lord spoke of His crucifixion
and death, Peter protested against it-No, no; this must not be. But
after that the Lord revealed Himself to him in the breaking of bread,
and after the falling upon him of the Holy Ghost, oh, what a contrast!
He saw it all, and now we have him obedient to God's way of saving
sinners, and preaching that way fully and faithfully.
2. Again, that obedience is manifested in bringing us to bend to
God's will in salvation and discipline. Oh, grace leads us to be nothing
at all in ourselves, and to desire the Lord Jesus Christ to mould us
as it pleases Him and He sees best.
3. And this brings us also to the walk of faith and not sight. Surely
that religion is fraught with divine solace that bids us roll ourselves
upon the mighty power of God, feeling that it is His work to save and
sanctify, and ours to receive with overwhelming gratitude the work of
grace and mercy.
And now to our last point. The sprinkling of the blood of Jesus
Christ. Precious blood!
"The blood is the life." Here, again, I
must differ from so-called evangelicals of the day, in their teaching
upon. this point. They say the blood of Christ is the great thing"Only believe in the blood, and you are saved." Surely this falls
- short of the teaching of the Scriptures. True the blood is the great
thing, but does it not need applying ~ And there must be the application

The Gospel Magazine.

603

of the blood by t.he Spirit, ere we can believe to the saving of the
soul. This was set forth again and again in type. The animal was
slain and the blood was sprinkled. And this, to our mind, is the mistake in the teaching referred to. Just where the Holy Spirit's work
should come in, it is ignored, and the creature told to perform that
"which he cannot. The fact is, regeneration is not preached as it
should be, although our Lord emphatically said, "Ye must be born
again j" and without this there is no gaining heaven.
But it might be said, Is it not written, "Believe on the Lord
Jesus Ohrist, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house" ~ It is-and
believing would seem here the first act, if you snatch the portion from
its connection. But what was the prelude ~ Paul alid Silas had been
singing praises to God within the prison walls, and the prisoners heard
them. Is it not very probable that the jailor had heard their rejoicing too
-that he had watched the strange conduct of t.he men of God he had
put in chains ~ Who can tell what went on in that man's mind and
heart previous to the earthquake which woke him up to a true
alarm for his soul, as now he cries out, "Sirs, what must I do to
be saved ~"
Awakened, God's servants reply to the inquirer, "Believe in the
Lord Jesus Ohrist and thou shalt be saved, and thy household."
Personal preservation to yours and those dear to you, but spiritual
salvation, if the real work of grace has begun in your heart. Life
first, crying its evidence j faith in Ohrist the result.
And the same divine order is observed in the salvation of Paul
himself. Saul yet breathing out threatenings against the disciples, the
Lord struck him down to the earth by His voice from Heaven. Here
was a God beginning indeed. Speaking home personally to his soul.
It was not his believing first, but God's saving grace.. Oh, the melting, as the cry now went up,-" Lord, what wilt Thou have me to
do ~ " The quickening first, then the cry. Then followed the revelation, his eyes were opened j then the declaration, "He is a chosen
vessel unto Me." Then he prayed, then he believed, and straightway
preached Ohrist that He is the Son of God. Well might all that heard
him become amazed, that he who had destroyed them that called upon
the name of the Lord should be found testifying of Him with abounding power and love. See what sovereign grace does. Oh, we do love
God's order of things imd net men's, and if the Lord has truly saved
us, shall we not desire to ascribe every particle of the great work to
Him ~ All, all of sovereign grace and mercy!
" The glory, Lord, from first to last,
Is due to Thee alone;
OuO'ht to ourselves we dare not take,
Or rob Thee of Thy crown."
.And then we cannot think of the precious blood of Jesus, without the
fact shining out that it is through that shedding our sins are remitted, and
we stand in the sight of God approved and "accepted in the Beloved."
"God hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath He seen perverseness in Israel," which we can only understand as they are thus
j~stified through the blood of the Lord Jesus Ohrist, and seen by God
2 R 2
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the Father in Christ. This meets the important inquiry, How can a
man be just with God 1 How indeed 1 It is painful to see the various
fly-blown fallacies around us upon this point, and the attempts by
which man tries to justify himself before his Maker and his fellow-man.
But there is but one way in which one can stand justified before God,
and that is the way we are referring to-a sinner freed from the
bondage of sin, delivered from the curse of the law, and accepted of
God in the Beloved, fully and freely as if he had ne\'er transgressed.
And it is faith that we need, to lay hold of this fact-justifying faith,
which claims no merit in oneself, but puts all the merit and glory of
our salvation upon Him who died upon the cross to procure it, and
bring in an everlasting salvation for His blood-bought people. Is not
this evangelical truth, dear reader 1 May you and I grasp it as such!
for verily it is according to the teaching of God's V/ord, and in accordance with God's will; so that" being justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Ohrist." And it is ours
to sing"My soul, let sonow cease,
Nor fear the tempter's dart;
The blood of sprinkling gives me peace,
And purifies my heart."
But I must close. Space forbids more.
May God keep us to the end, earnestly struggling to uphold evan·
gelical truth, and contending earnestly for "the faith once delivered
unto the saints." We have a great dread of rusting ont, or becoming
like "a bottle in the smoke." "Brethren, pray for us," and may growing
experience find its vent in spreading the truth of God, and Ohrist be
the essence and substance of all we preach and all we pen.
Lord, keep us stimulated with the fervent desire to glorify Thee, as
.we deal out truth concerning sUl.'h glorious points as electing love,
divine predestination, the sanctification of the Spirit, and redeeming
blood.
" Yes, we are predestinated,
'Tis asserted by the King;
With this precious truth elated,
We will of His mercy sing:
Home to Glory
Jesus will His subjects bring."
B~trton-on- Trent.
G. O.
PLEADING.
My Father, give me patience;
Thy will I long to know.
Oh, shine upon the promise,
Some wisdom, Lord, bestow.
So prone am I to wander,
Unless Thou hold my hand;
Dear Lord, do lead me ever,
Bid me to go or stand.

If Thou wilt whisper sweetly

Some token of Thy love,
Then will my spirit meekly
Wait all Thy will to prove.
So like the bud nnfolning,
New wonders I shall see;
With gratitude beholding,
Thy mercy, L')rd, to me.
AUNT Lucy.
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DEW-DROPS.
"And it shall come to pass, that when they enter in at the g.1,tes of the
inner COUTt, they shall be clothed with linen garments / and no woal shall
come upon them, whiles they minister in the gates of the inner court, and
within. They shall have linen bonnets upon theiT heads, and shall have
linen breeches upon their loins: they shall not gird themselves with any
thing that causeth su;eat."-EzEKIEL xliv. 17, 18.
ALLUSION is here made to the laws given unto the sons of Zadok, who:
should serve in the priesthood. Order and law were necessary and
consistent with all God's plan of working; and each of these laws reveals
a hidden and spiritual meaning t~ the child of God when the pages of
Holy Writ are illumined by the Spirit's teaching. Thus here, to inner
court worshippers, to seekers after Jesus, to those who serve within the
veil, a gracious signification of a way of approach for sinners to a perfect
God is shown, the true Gospel is herein set forth, and the children of
the kingdom learn how theirs is not a mere outward religion, having
been stripped of their own, and then clothed in Christ's robe of
righteousness, as fine white linen, which protects, preserves, beautifies,
Ilnd presents them to the Father perfect and complete through the Son
of His love..
Under the Levitical law we see the same truth pointed out, for in
Exodus xxviii. we read of the coats, girdles, and bonnets to be made
of fine linen for Aaron anq his sons "for glory and for beauty" with
the accompanying command, "And they shall be upon Aaron, and
upon his sons, when they come in unto the tabernacle of the congregation, or when they come near unto the altar to minister in the holy
place; that they bear not iniquity and die." For the law was a shadow
of good things to come, and whilst the woollen apparel betokened
sacrifice as belonging to beasts, so this fine white linen pointed to the
all-atoning sacrifice in that perfect offering wherein alone we are
accepted, even in the Person and Righteousness of Christ. The linen
bonnets upon their heads are spoken of as for glory and beauty, and
set forth their modesty and subjection to God, as also the righteousness
that was to cover them. Thus, the believer stands before God, not
having his own righteousness, but "the righteousness which is of God
by faith," an entire covering from head to foot to all that was found
tJ be "wounds, bruises, and putrefying sores."
The law demanded this righteousness, as Moses truly said," It shall
he OUT righteousness, if we observe to do all these commandments before
the Lord our God as He hath commanded us."
But Paul sets forth
the impossibility of this, and the blessedness of the new and living way,
even through Ohrist, who was "the end of the law for righteousness
to everyone that believeth." Oh, what a blessed hope, what a glorious
remedy, whilst we read that none can possess this of themselves, that
all by nature are alike defiled, undone, and full of sin; that they
cannot approach by the law, for they are all law-breakers, and "he
that is guilty in one point is guilty of all," and neither can the un-
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renewed seek after that which is divine; for, "if he trust in his own
righteousness and commit iniquity, all his righteousnesses shall not be
remembered, but for his iniquities that he hath committed he Ehall
die for it." So God brought in His method of salvation, that glorious
plan, which allows of no make-weight in the scale of creature goodness,
nor allows of any contingencies, but which gives a rich, free, and full
provision to the saint in and through the righteousness of Christ, and
Him alone. And now they can, they dare approach the Father, with
the cry, "Abba, my Father." Now they work works of righteousness,
being worked upon mightily by the Holy Spirit. Now they hunger
and thirst after righteousness, and grow daily more sick of self, counting their own righteousness as filthy rags, ever remembering the mercy
that plucked" them as brands from the burning" ; that gathered them
out from among His enemies, and brought them "a people near unto
Him" in and through the merits of His redeeming blood.
Furthermore, this imputed righteousness brings the blessing of justification to the sinner. In his epistle to the Romans, iii. 25, 26, Paul
sets this forth, "to declare His righteousness, that He might be just, and
the Justifier of him which believeth in Jesus." Oh, that is a precious
link, "A just God and a Saviour." The Justifier, and at the same
time the Saviour of sinners. And this is the righteousness His children
desire to be clothed in, to "be found in Him, not having mine own
righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith
of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith." And His
children are exalted to glory in this righteousness. "In Thy righteousness shall they be exalted." Oh, we want no linsey-woolsey garments,
no mixed wool and linen, no garments spotted with he flesh, when
we appear before God. His saints sing aloud of His righteousness,
and His only. David's harp was tuned aright, when his heart, inditing
a good matter, he spake, "of the things touching the King." He sees
beauty to be desired in Him whom he describes as "fairer than the
children of men; grace is poured into Thy lips; therefore God hath
blessed Thee for ever." We find him, a few verses on in the same
Psalm, xlv., speaking of this righteousness. "In Thy majesty ride
prosperously because of truth, and meekness, and righteousness."
" Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest wickedness." "All Thy garments
smell of myrrh, aloes, and cassia, out of the ivory palaces whereby
they have made Thee glad." Here I think we get into His incarnation and redemption work, whereby the King's daughters are placed
among His honourable women, and such now is their glorious clothing
that the King greatly desires their beauty.
Oh, what could He desire but His own 1 Could He for one moment
desire her filthy rags, except since He has clothed her afresh in His
beautiful robe of righteousness 1 and therefore His :lesire is towards her,
for she" is all glorious within, and her clothing is of wrought gold;"
and in royal apparel, in her wedding garment, there is no fear but
"with gladness and· rejoicing shall she be brought; she shall enter
into the King's palace."
Oh, beloved, ye of this inner-court worship, who serve Him as
kings and priests unto God, within the veil, can you do without these
linen garments 1 If the Mosaical law was fixed upon that point EO
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t~at no priest dare go within the veil with other than linen garments,
if what was' intended to be shown there is ever pointing us to the
"fair linen," even the righteousness of God, do you desire any other
way wherewith to come before God ~ Oh, no, I am sure you do not,
for He who has taught you the one half of the necessary lesson in
the school of Christ, will teach you also the other. If as sinners, your
own garments filthy and polluted with the flesh, you cannot, you
dare not come near unto Him, you have herein been taught your lost
and ruined condition; He will not leave you here to perish, but,
having stripped you of all your own, He will clothe you in His robe
of righteousness, and give you thus a confidence to draw near unto
Him, and a joyful and a glorious hope of a "crown of righteousness
which fadeth not away," so that you sing now in exultant tones-

"Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress;
'Midst flaming worlds in these alTayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head.
"This spotless robe the same appears,
When ruined nature sinks in years;
No age can change its glorious hue,
The robe of Christ is ever new."
The Lord grant you more to enter into these hidden mysteries, and
bring you oftener, by faith, to view your standing within the veil,
clothed in those fair linen garments which is "the righteousness of
the saints" whereby" ye are complete in Him."
R.

DIVINE UNION.
"And all iWine a?'e Thine, and Thine are Mine; and I am glorified -in
them."-JoHN xvii. 40.
BRETHREN and sisters in Christ, the longer I live the more I feel my
need for a fixed lilld settled belief in the ancient settlements of a
covenant God, which, for our everlasting safety, were planned before
the world was; all of which was determined should be fulfilled in His
appointed way, time, and manner, solely for the safety and everlasting
happiness of His dear people, which were chosen in Christ before the
foundation of the world. His interest in them, and the mutual interest
between His dear Son and Himself with regard to them, arises first·
from His love towards them, then in a union in nature to Christ by
incarnation, agreement in covenant, and a conjunction in operation by
the Holy Spirit. When I consider the subject of "Divine' Union,"
which all the children of God possess by virtue of the implantation
of that incorruptible seed of divine life in the soul, which flows to us
from vital union to the Head of this family, the Lord Jesus Christ, I
desire to be favoured, as the Apostle Paul was, to lose sight of his
relationship to the first Adam, when he exclaimed, "I live, nevertheless
not 1, but Christ liveth in me, and the life I now live in the flesh is by
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me."
Of all real religion God the Holy Ghost is the Author. When we are
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favoured to be assured of our personal interest in God's sllvation, I do
not think there can be a subject more sweet to dwell upon, or more
s ttisfaction to be derived therefrom, than that of " Divine Union."
Living souls want living truths, and they cannot rest satisfied with
anything short of it. I know plain, outspoken truth is at a sad discount.
Indeed, the Gospel, in its purity, does not seem palatable in the present
day; but those who adhere and contend for the distinguishing doctrines
of grace, conscience with them is more than creature applause. While
we testify for God according to the Scriptures of truth, we may look for
His approbation and blessing, therefore the condemnation of creatures
has not the weight of a feather with us. Through the riches of His
grace, and the implantation of His fear in our heart, we can show no
quarter to perfidy and hypocrisy, and by His help we desire to testify
against the general teaching of the day, which has nothing to do with
an experimental knowledge of the religion of Jesus Christ. With this
purpose we look to the Holy Spirit for His gracious assistance, that we
may not seem to be indifferent to the true interilsts of Zion.
"'Tis no uncertain sound
The Gospel trumpet gives;
The Church in Christ is found,
And by and in Him lives."
In this seventeenth chapter of John we have the heart union of our
Lord Jesus Christ opened to our view. This chapter has been yery
properly styled "The Lord's Prayer." Not so that which commonly
bears that title, it being, with all its excellency, but a directory prayer.
Luke's and Matthew's account differ, and it is very questiolable whether
our Lord meant it to be used as a form. In this seventeenth chapter
we have set before us our Lord's intercession on behalf of His disciples
and the people of God, the' whole election of grace-those being chosen
in Him, and united to God, and thus they have union to God and Christ,
and His everlasting love is the bond of union unto them. It is, therefore, . an immutable and an indissoluble union, because His love is an
everlasting love. The Apostle Paul says, " I am Pllrsuaded that neither
death nor life, principalities nor powers, n0r things present, nor things
to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able
to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our
Lord" (Rom. viii. 38, 39).
All God's love to us is in Christ. All God's love to us is fixed
upon us in Him. As God cannot but love Ohrist, so He cannot but
love us, and from this love there can be no separation, because the
Father loved us in Him before the world was. He loved us as He
loved Him.
"Rejoice, ye saints, in every state,
Divine decrees remain unmoved;
No turns of Providence abate
God's care for those He once has loved."
This union was the outcome of Divine purpose and love, not at the
expense of His justice, because, being chosen in Christ, He became
their Surety for all time, and their Substitute at the bar of justice,
having answered all that the law demands.
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"Payment God cannot twice demand,
First at my bleeding Surety's hand,
And then again at mine."
Therefore "there is now no condemnation to those who are in Christ
Jesus," because He does not look at His people apart from Christ, or
Christ apart from His people. That He has a people, and they are
"a plJculiar people," the Scriptures declare, and all who are taught of
God desire to be amongst them, and to be manifested as one of them.
The union of Christ with our nature as God-man is not more complete
than is our union to Him by virtue of our election in Christ. "I in
them, and Thou in Me, that they may be made perft\ct in one." And
His dear people are "complete in Him."
The full fruition of this cannot be enjoyed here. It will be perfected
by an indwelling of the Persons in the Godhead in the bodies and
souls of the elect through the God-man as the medium of it, and this
will be consummated in glory. "It is sown a natural body; it· is
lL"aised a spiritual body." What this is other than what I have hinted,
I know not; but I know that the kingdom of our Lord and His
9hrist is distinguished from all others by this great law, that everyone
IS to be as the King Himself.
vVe are not only to be with Him, but
to be like Him. W'hat this means, we at present know not. We are
waiting for this adoption, to wit, the redemption of our bodies by
Him, who shall change our poor, weak bodies, that they may be
fashioned like to His glorious hody, according to that mighty power
whereby He is able to subdue all things to Himself.
"Oh, glorioui;l hour, oh, blest abode;
I Rhall be near and like my God!"

..

The perfection of that union between Christ and the whole election
of grace is, that they may be made perfect in one-Christ being their
eternal Head, and this one day will be made conspicuous to all the
world.
"That the world may know that Thou hast sent Me." The elect
are in God, as truly as they are in Christ, though they cannot be
actually so; but they must have union to God. They were in Him
by His everlasting purpose; they were in His heart from everlasting;
they were in Him by His eternal act of election, which was in His
infinite mind before all worlds. They were in Christ before the foundation of the world, and being united unto Him they are in~erested and
united in all the Persons in the Godhead, so far as to have a grace
union, which will issue in a glory union with Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost. And tbis union proves communion; it is agreeable to the
nature of that union which Jehovah has been pleased to appoint. All
our communion with Father, Son, and Holy Ghost here, in grace,
mercy, and salvation, is the fruit of that union.
Yes, my dear brother and sister in the Lord, it is Christ in you,
dwelling in your minds, pJssessing all your spiritual facuities, and
filling you with the fulness of God so as to give you the fullest enjoyment you can have here of His perfecting love, salvation, and glory.
The Apostle John outlived the other sacred writers, and he most
appropriately is moved by the Holy Ghost to finish their testimony of
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Jesus and his own in this seventeenth chapter. The consummation
was at hand.. "These words spake Jesus, and lifted up His eyes to
heaven, and· said, Father, the hour is come; glorify Thy Son, that Thy
Son may glorify 'Thee.'" These words are connected with all that preceded it. He .pr<l-Ys as God..man, as the Head of the Church, as the
Mediator of 'all "His people: . "I pray for them; I pray not for the
world." He prayed only for those who were united to Him and His
Father by an eternal bond of union, which could never be broken.
"And all Mine are Thine, and Thine are Mine." Oh, what precious
words are these! They express the delight of Christ and the Father's
original proprietorship. As though He said, the mutual interest I
and Thou hast in these persons and in the whole election of grace gives
one real satIsfaction. ,Ve may be at a loss to know the motive for all
this and these indisputable facts. God, our heavenly Father, hath
motives within His own vast and infinite mind for loving His people.
He loves us because He will love us; and the only reason is, because
He made us His own in and by His own act, in His own mind by
election. The elect being the Lord's by His own eternal act and love in
the choice of them, therefore He cannot but love them. He loves them
in Christ, He, loves them unceasingly; and all His people are in God
the Father's heart, as well as in the heart of Christ, and shall be for
ever. The mutual interest of the Father and the Son in them, arises
from an union in nature, an agreement in covenant, and a conjunction
in operation. All the perfections of God are Christ's, for in Him all
the fulness of God dwells, and His people are" complete in Him."
And whatever you, dear child of God, may be the subjec~ of through
the inward corruptions of an evil nature, yet our Jesus knows His own
work in the soul, and knows what it will naturally and necessarily
produce, when His Holy Spirit is pleased to revive and quicken the
same. When addfl~ssing His disciples, He knew all they were, and
would be, as it respected indwelling sin. He knew what would befall
Peter that very night; He knew they would all forsake Him, in a
partial way; yet He mentions not a word of it here. Nothing is
spoken but on theirbehal£ He lifts their thoughts upward. He pronounces in their hearing their election of God; He gives them to know
they were the gift of His Father's love to Him-" And all Thine are
Mine, and Mine are Thine, and I am glorified in the~." The union
of Christ with His people is an amazing subject; it is an ancient
union, it is an eternal union, it is an union made known and enjoyed
in time; it is an union which will be openly and manifestingly declared
in all its glory and perfection in the latter days; it is a grace union, a
glory union, and it is the foundation of all the gracious acts of J ehovah,
who says, "This people have I formed for Myself: they shall show
forth My praise." And lest some poor sinner should say, "This is too
good to be true," nothing short of it will satisfy God or His people,
and" My people shall be satisfied with My goodness," saith the Lord.
I well know that"Zion's road's a chequered scene,
Lights and shadows intervene."
We cannot have it otherwise, and we shall see, when we get home,
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that it was the right way. In the meanwhile, let us rejoice m th:s
eternal union with Jesus, and sing, with KENT"'Twixt Jesus and the chosen race, I
Subsists a bond of sovereign grace,
That --hell ,with its infernal train,
Shall ne'er dissolve nor rend in twain.
"This sacred bond shall never break,
Though earth should to her centre shake;
Rest, doubting saint, assured of this,
For God has pledged His holiness.
"This sacred tie forbids their fears,
For all He is or has is theirs;
With Him their Head, they stand or faH,
Their Life, their Smety, and their All."

If the Church of God is so secure as this subject of " Divine Union"
proclaims, what a ground is here for faith and prayer! Prayers for
particular persons, or for ourselves, may not meet with success, but
supplications for the interest of Zion can never miscarry, because of
the promise of God. How believingly may we cry out, "Be it unto
Zion according to Thy vVord." "\Vhatsoever God desires, He will not
deny, because He has engaged to grant it for the furtherance of the
Gospel. Do not question the means employed. It was for the good of
the Church that Paul should be in chains. If our desires are suited to
His resolves, and in accordance with His immutable decrees, "though
it tarry, wait for it, because it will surely come."
The Lord has a set time to favour Zion, and a faith built upon His
promise is a spiritual faith. He will never disown His Word, and He
will fulfil that Word in the heart and in the experience of His dear
people. "The Highest Himself shall establish her." The Church of
the living God is eternally provided for, "For He hath made Him sin
for us, who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of
God in Him."
"What boundless love, what my.>tel'ies
In this appointment shine;
My breaches of the law are His,
And His obedience mine."
Believer, your paternal Father loves you as He loves Christ. He loved
us from everlasting. He took care that our names should be in the
Book of Life, and He hath sworn they shall not be blotted out. We
may be the subject of many changes in ourselves. When Adam fell,
that did not alter the affection of J ehovah for the election of grace in
Christ. It altered our enjoyment, and caused us to wander from Him;
but He loved them before the fall, He loved them in the fall, and He
loved them after the fall. His love is from everlasting to everlasting.
What I desire is, to realize these precious truths more and more,
and constantly to feel my personal interest in a finished salvation,
planned, framed, and fixed from all eternity. All our communion
with Father, Son, and Holy Ghost on earth, in grace, mercy, and
-salvation, is the fruit and effect of "Divine Union." "I in them, and
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Thou in Me, that they may be m lde perfect in One.' And this union
was a divine act.
Oh, that these precious truths may sink more and more into our
hearts, and so be absorbed in the ocean of that love which has neither
bottom, brim, or shore! The love of God in Christ can never be more
fixed. It cannot increase. It will never be more or less to His
people than it is at the present moment. But the manifestations of it,
the outgoings of it, will be increasing for ever and ever. Oh, that
we may prize the knowledge of the love of God beyond our enjoyIUent of it! The one is the cause, the other is the effect.
It is only when the mind is kept active, and in exercise on these
precious truths, that it is kept and borne up above sin and self. A
daily sense of our need, and a constant sense of acting faith upon
Christ-these form the foundation of the believer's joy, and make the
savour of His name as ointment poured forth. It is in this sense that
we can rejoice in the Lord all the day. "In His righteousness shall
they be exalted," because of tLeir union with Christ, as their spiritual
Head. They are accepted in His righteousness, and are made the
righteousness of God in Him.
This is enough to make the heart of the sorrowful glad. Let outwal:d
circumstances be what they may, there is an inward joy and peace III
believing. He knows that work He hath begun, and never hath His
eye off from it to abandon it.
~

Q~R

GRACE.
GRACE ennobles and enriches the believer's soul. It is putting within
us a God-like nature; as Paul describes it, " We have the mi.nd of
Christ." We know a man is great or small according to his mind. As
WATTS writes" Were I so tall to reach the pole,
Or grasp the ocean with my span,
I must be measured by my soul;
The mind's the standard of the man."
If, therefore, we have the mind of Christ, it ennobles us. It gives us
higher thoughts. Suppose a man, given to low pursuits, and the companion of vicious men, becoming convinced of his pernicious habits, and
Geeking the society of the virtuous and intellectual of his fellow-creatures.
What a change! Instead of his mind grovelling in impurity, he delights
in subjects interesting and pure. The man is an altered man, hating
that which he once loved, and pursuing that whic~ he formerly neglected and disliked.
But a greater change takes place in the true Christian, for God works
in him both to will and to do of His good pleasure. God's Word is
the great instrument by which He ennobles and enriches the believer's
mind.
Even that great pervert, Dr. MANNING, was forced to acknowledge
that English Christians owed all their virtues to the acquaintance and
influence of the Bible.
.
Ah! dear reader, I fear that the study of that blessed Book is not
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prized as it was, and as it should be. We live in days when Solomon's
saying is greatly intensified-" Of making many books there is no end:'
Man's wisdom is taking up the time formerly given to the Word of God,
and the consequence, as might be supposed, is that latitudinarianism is
flooding our religious principles.
"Mighty God, whose Word it is,
Heal' om' prayer, and grant us this;
What Thy power has done before,
Now descend and do once more."
This grace sanctifies and separates. Wherever this grace is bestowed,
the mind thirsts after holiness, that which the world hates and dreads.
The true believer cries out for the living God, while the worldling
banishes Him from his mind, and would be in terror indeed if he
believed Him to be near. The soul that has received this grace longs
to do the will of God. He recognizes that he is not his own, but
bought with a price, and his great desire is to glorify the Lord in his
body and in his spirit, which are His. This grace, received into the
soul, conducts it to glory.
There are some persons who are not religious themselves, but who
say, "Ah! religion is a good thing for the poor, and the classes which
are likely to be troublesome aud rebellious." They have seen great
changes effected by its influence, and so, looking at it as a merely temporal good, they say that, though they will have none of it for themselves, it may be, and doubtless is, good for the vicious and the poor.
These men are materialists. They do not believe in spirituality or
immortality, and thus look upon all religion as a harmless decept,ion
that many persons cannot do without.
But we have not so learned Christ, for we have received His grace
with the gift of eternal life. It was He who came and "brought life
Even the Psalmist, under
and immortality to light by the Gospel."
the former dispensation, could sing, "He will give grace and glory."
Grace is the true evolution which shall change into glory, for, as OUT
Lord said, we shall be as the angels in heaven.
"Palms of glory, raiment bright,
Crowns that never fade away,
Gird and deck the saints in light;
Conquerors, priests, and kings are they."
The Apostle John d'lsires that which is truly comprehensive, when
he says, "The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all." It is
a grace suited for all believers, and for all the circumstances of their
mortal life. We need it in our youth and in our age. When we are
young, oh, what guidance we need! The great danger of the young is
their restless desire to know good and evil. There is nothing a young
man dislikes more than to be told to profit by the experience of the
old. He thinks he knows better than they, and that accounts for so
many of his mistakes. Well, we cannot put old heads on young
shoulders, but we may be sure of this, that unless grace guide and
subdue them, they will certainly go wrong. Happy is he who can say,
"My Father, Thou shalt be the Guide of my youtb." We need the
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same grace in our age. Even the experience of the old will not keep
their feet from falling. The saints of God feel this so much in their
old age, that it becomes one of their saddest thoughts leEt they should
slip. They know so much of their evil hearts that they are led to
believe they are more likely to fall than ever. Yet they are not
weaker in their spiritual nature, but, by the grace of God, so much
better acquainted with their frail and sinful tendencies. Well, the
same grace which guided them when young and inexperienced in the
divine life, will support them in the decline of life, causing them to
"bring forth fruit in old age, to be fat and flourishing, to show that
the Lord is righteous, and that there is no unrighteousness in Him."
The Apostle's desire includes in sickness and in health. \Ve are all
agreed, I suppose, that we need grace in times of sickness, this being
one of the most trying times of our life. Well, God has promised to
"make His people's beds in their sickness," and put underneath them
His everlasting arms. One of His tenderest titles is that of, "Jehovah
Rophi "-the Lord that healeth thee. He is very near to His people
in times of sickness, and as one whom his mother comforteth, so the
Lord has promised to comfort His afflicted people. We need, also, His
grace in times of health, and perhaps more than in the times of sickness. Men who are never ill are far more likely to forget God and
eternal things than the frequently sick ones. They are apt to think
that they shall never die, and thus live without God in all their thoughts.
Happy is he who, whether in sickness or health, seeks that grace which
alone can keep him in the way everlasting.
Also in poverty and wealth we need to be sustained by grace. Either
of these may be our lot, for we live in an uncertain world, which
appears to be getting more and more so. Now, we all dread poverty,
as well we may, as we know that without grace our spirits will rebel,
and our hearts murmur, and nothing else will make us cheerfully submit to God's providence. Even Job could not understand his sufferings,
and it was only grace which enabled him to say, "The Lord gave and
the Lord hath taken away, blessed be the name of the Lord" ; and,
"though He slay me yet will I trust in Him." So with respect to
riches, when' temptations of another kind assail us, we need the Eame
grace. The venerable JOHN NEWTON was once agreeably surprised to
receive a written request for the prayers of the congregation on behalf
of a young man who had just come into a fortune. Wise and happy
voung man to seek the blessing of Him who alone "maketh rich and
;ddeth no sorrow thereto!" A time of wealth is a time when we are
apt to feel less dependent upon the Divine bounty, when the pleasures
of this life wean our affections from God, for there is nothing so fatal
to spirituality of mind as the love of pleasure and worldly inclination.
Without the grace of God we shall suffer from poverty or riches; we
are only safe in proportion as we are kept by the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Well might Agur pray, "Give me neither poverty nor
riches; feed me with food convenient for me."
The Apostle's desire is that we should have grace in life and death.
Life will only become truly useful and holy as we receive grace for
grace. This grace produces every virtue, all real strength, all spirituality
of mind, in fact, gives us life eternal, the true life, and the only life
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worth having. Without grace the highest intellect and morality are
but superior developments of animal life. Such persons are truly dead
while they live.
"'Twas grace that called our souls at first;
By grace thus far we've come;
And grace will help us through the world,
And lead us safely home."
Death is the reckoning up of the soul. We can no longer blind ourselves to the truth. And, oh, brethren, in such a time, when the
stoutest heart trembles, what can we do without grace 1 If we have
never felt the necessity for grace before, we shall then be painfully
conscious that we cannot do without it then. Happy they, at such a
time, who are no strangers to its power in the hearts and lives; for
of them it shall be truly said, "Grace has reigned through righteousness
unto eternal life."
"Grace all the work shall crown,
Through everlasting days;
It lays in heaven the topmost stone,
And well deserves the praise."
Oh, that the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ may be with us all.
KW

h@.

WAITING.
"They also sej've who only stand and wait."-MILTON.

WAITING, only waiting;
Doing nothing now;
Sitting in the quiet,
With n. weary brow.

Resting 'neath the shadow
Of J ehovah's wings;
Leaning on the bosom
Of the King of kings.

Looking at the soldiers
On the battle plain;
Gazing at the toilers
In the fields of grain.

Listening to the music
Of the Master's ,oice;
Learning, slowly learning,
Lessons deep and choice.

Watching in the loneness
Of a desert land;
Praying for the welfare
Of the working band.

EatinO' "hidden manna"
In the leisure days;
Gathering strength for labour;
Gaining power for praise.

Waiting, only waiting;
Serving Jesus so;
Should I be unhappy?
Surely, surely, no!
ISA.

IF the mercies of God be not loadstones to draw us to heaven, they
will be millstones to sink us in perdition.-Secke1'.
AFTER a. severe attack of pleurisy, GEORGE MOORE wrote in his
diary-" God often reads us the story of our lives. He sometimes
shuts us up in a sick room, and reads it to us there. I shall never
forget all that I learned this time last year."
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"IS THE CHURCH CALLED UPON TO PROVIDE AMUSEMENT FOR THE PEOPLE? ,>
A PAPER READ AT A MEETING OF THE BRISTOL CLERICAl, ASSOCIATION,
BY THE REV. R. J. NOYES, lIf.A., OF ST. LUKE'S, BEDlIHXSTER.

ONE might suppose so from the all but universal practice of the day
-from the numerous announcements to be seen on every side of bazaars,
fancy fairs, and their concomitants, concerts, services of song, dramatic
entertainments, and such like, in connection with places of worship,
whether belonging to the "high" or "low" or "broad ,. sections of the
Church of England, or to Nonconformist bodies. But, though this practice is so common, and has so largely increased of late years, protests
and warnings have not been wanting from faithful watchmen on the
walls of Zion.
The present Dean of Norwich, when archdeacon of Liverpool, in his
charge to the churchwardens of the Rural Deanery in "\Varrington
Parish Church, said, in answer to inquiries he had sent out as to how
funds had been raised to meet the expenses of the past year, one reply
was, "Tea parties, balls, entertainments, voluntary church rate, and
subscriptions." "The churchwardens," he said, "would do well to remember that no blessing from Almighty God could be expected to rest upon
churches marked by practices which violated the spirit if not the letter
of the baptismal vow. Imagine St. Timothy arranging a ball to meet
the expenses of the Church at Ephesus!"
Nor has even the secular press been silent. The London City Pre.s.s
recently contained the following paragraph :-" The Bishop of Rochester,
some time ago, callel! attention to the reckless way in which churches
are being turned into music rooms, and tised for purely secular purposes.
In the same way, school-rooms attached to churches, and presumably
set apart for religi9Us services, are turned into imitation theatres, where
farces and extravaganzas are performed, with all the theatrical accessories. Little children from the Sunday-school are dressed up as black
and red devils in tights. Surely there is a very unhealthy tendency in
all this, giving the children a taste for finery and vulgar display, and
drawing them away from the paths of virtue and religion."
If we inquire into the motives which have led the ministers vf Christ
to seek to gratify and entertain the people in this way, they \V ill, at
first sight, appear to be good. A spirit of indifferentism has spread
over the -land; hundreds, if not thousands, of men, women, and children in our 'parishes, are living godless lives. How shall we induce them
to take more interest in religion, to attend church, to come under the
sound of the Gospel? The young people, too, desire novelty and
amusement; other denominations are active, and present many allurements. How shall we attach them to the Church? How shall we
retain them under our ministrations? The suggestion has come, Provide
entertainment for them, seek to amuse them, and thus secure their
attachment .to the Church and its ministers. But may not this suggestion come from the grell.t enemy of the Church? What, if spirituality
be deadened by such a course? What, if the boundary line between the
Church and the world be obliterated? Satan would surely triumph.
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For my part, I meet the question at the head of this paper with a
liecided ~egative. The Church is not called upon to provide amusement for its members or the people generally. It may be argued that
some of the things we are considering are perfectly harmless-mere
pastime or recreation. Yet even so, I conceive that the Church of
God, as such, has nothing to do with them. Her calling is heavenly,
her life and work is spiritual. Much less are the ministers of the
Church called upCin to provide these things. If the Apostles said, "It
is not reason that we should leave the 'V ord of God, and serve tables,"
with respect to a matter of Church organization, and resolved, "We
will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the
Word;" and if the Lord Jesus said to one whom He had called to
follow Him, and who requested that he might be allowed first to go and
bury his father, "Let the dead bury their dead; but go thou and
preach the kingdom of God," a fortiori, the time of the" stewards of the
mysteries of God" is surely too precious to be frittered away by
catering for the sensual gratification or recreation of those to whom
they minister. It was not by such methods that the Apostles approved
themselves as the ministers of God.
But can it be denied that much of the entertainment provided nowa-days for the delectation of church people- and for that matter, of
chapel people too-is essentially worldly 1 The Word of God, prayer,
praise, Christian communion is, for the most part, banished for the
time being, and frequently pride, frivolity, foolish talking, and jestingin short, what our Church Catechism calls "the pomps and vanities of
this wicked world" reigns supreme. But the Christian is called to be
separate from the world. He is not to be conformed to it. If his religion is pure, he will "keep himself unspotted from the world" (James i.
:!7), He is warned that" the friendship of the world is enmity with God,"
and exhorted, "Love not the world, neither the things that are in the
world. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of
the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the
world."
These views may be styled Puritanical, but that matters little. The
important point is, whether or no they alP- in harmony with the
teaching of God's Word. To my mind, the life and ministry of the
Lord Jesus Christ, the lives of t.he Apostles, the teaching of the pastoral
Epistles, and of the New Testament throughout, clearly proves that
the providing entertainment for the people is no part of the work of
the ministers or other members of the Church of God. " Let the dead
bury their dead," and" Be not conformed to this world," is tue prin.
ciple which I think applies.
1I10reo\'er, what practical good has come out of all the musical entertainments and other pleasures provided for the young, and the people
generally 1 Have they tended to the conversion of souls, or the growth
in grace of believers 1 Have they not rather been destructive of
spirituality and the marks of distinction which ought to exist between
the Chur..:h and the world, between those whose affection' is set on
"things on tbe earth f' and those whose affection is set on "things
abDve," between those who "mind earthly things" and those whose
"citizenship is in heaven 'f 1 It may be .aid: "If wo set our faces
2 S
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against these things, we shall lose our young people, and our congregations -will be thinned. Well, be it so; it is surely better to have
smaller congregations of spiritually-minded Christians, each one a
witneas for truth and an influence for good in the world, than larger
ones .containing many who "have a name to live and lire dead,"
whose lives will not tend to advance the cause of real Christianity.
Many may have been led by this fear of diminished numbers to give
way before the growing evil, for we all desire the outward signs of
prosperity (or what we fancy to be such); and, alas! for our frailty, we
are easily influenced by the desire to please men, and to stand well
with Ollr ecclesiastical rulers, since, in these days, results are so largely
tested by a numerical rule.
But let us remember the words of the Apostle Paul; "If I yet
pleased men I should not be the servant of Christ." If we have
lighted upon the predicted days when men are "lovers of pleasure
rather than lovers of God," it behoves us, the ministers of Christ, to
have no complicity with them, to make no compromise with the world,
but to be content to bear "the reproach of Christ,"" choosing rather
to suffer afiliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures
of sin for a season." (Hebrews xi. 25.)
But our congregations will not necessarily be small or diminished
because our testimony and practice be faithful with regard to
nonconformity with the world. The Gospel-" the preaching of the
cross"-is the power of God. It may be that from a lack of faithful
testimony to the truth of God in 0111' Church, His blessing has been
withheld. Men have toned down the Gospel, so as to make it
palatable to the carnal mind. The truth of God has been so wrapped
up that the sheep of Christ have been starved, while the goats have
accepted it as their spiritual food. Then has come the desire for
amusement in connection with religion, something to gratify the flesh
rather than to delight the soul.
With this state of things, the testimony becomes weaker and weaker,
and the Holy Spirit is grieved. To wander from the right path is
easy. It is not so easy to retrace our steps. But, if by the grace of
God, we return to more scriptural methods, and be led to a clearer and
more decided testimony to truth, striving to be approved unto Him,
"rightly dividing the 'Vord of truth," may we not expect that He
will smile upon us, and that men will flock to our ministry as "doves
to thtlir windows 7"
I do not write, I trust, in a censorious spirit, but with a jealousy
for the best interests of the Church of God. Nor do I write as free
from blame myself in this matter, or as a judge of my brethren, but
with a deep conviction of the importance of the subject and the truth
of what I advance.
If the evil I have written about spreads and grows, what can be
expected but that Laodicean state of the Church-that lukewarmness
regarding the truth of God, separation from the world, holiness of life,
and a sense of the infinite va,lue of perishing souls-concerning which
it is written-" So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold
nor hot, I will spue thee out of My mouth" 7 Such a state of the
Church may the Lord in mercy avert!
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A DREAM.

[Southsea.-We happened to turn upon the note-book in which the
following particulars were jotted down, a few days before we left
Bristol. The facts had quite passed from our recollection, nor could
we have recalled them, but for their having been thus recorded. It
may be that they were presented to the mind, as preparatory to what
has since occurred, for indeed there has been a test, the acuteness of
which words utterly fail to express. The Lord-and the Lord
alone-knows what we have mentally passed through, since writing
the annexed. After a season of special calmness and sweet reposing
upon the Lord, with a "Do with me as seemeth good in Thy
sight," "Not as I will, but as Thou wilt, Lord," there has been a
darkness·-a depth-a seeming desertion-that has led to an intensity
of importunity, sighs and groans and tears, at the mercy·seat, especially
in the wakefulness of the night-season, with the most ardent pleadings-" Show me wherefore Thou contendest with me;" "Lead me in
a plain path, because of mine enemies;" "Let not the water-floods
overflow me;" "Remember the word unto Thy servant upon which
Thou hast caused me to hope;" and" Do as Thou hast said."-ED.]

I WAS within two days of closing my seventy-seventh year, when, during
the wakefulness of the night, I was led to ponder much upon the past.
The scenes of youth up to manhood and even to old age were represented to the mind with great vividness. Incident after incident and
fact upon fact came up to one's recollection. The scene in the room
(a sketch of which now hangs over the mantel-piece of my study, and
upon which I now look up and glance at) is presented to the mind
with special freshness and power. It was there, in the summer of 1826,
I was led to bow the knee before the Lord as a sensibly poor, guilty,
helpless sinner, and was permitted and privileged to plead with Him
in such a way and with such ardent importunity as I had never hefore
experienced. It was then and there I was pleading for the last time,
unless the Lord were pleased to bestow that for which I was so earnestly
entreating-namely, the !(f/'giveness of sin. It was for this I longed, for
this I implored. Bow it was to be made known I knew not, but with
anything less I felt I could not be satisfied. Hence, in one corner of
that room I dropped upon my knees, as I felt and resolved, for the last
time, unless relief were given. The conclusion to which I had come
was, that, if not heard and heeded now, it was that there was no mercy
for me, and, therefore, I might as well at once and for ever give up
all hope, and await my impElnding doom; but oh, (glory to HIS great
and ever-adorable name!) there came upon me, as already intimated,
such a pleading-such an entreaty-such arguments-such promises, as I
had never before felt. Among my pleadings, however, I perfectly remember was this, that, if the Lord would but hear, if He would but
pardon me"Then would I tell to sinners round
What a dear Saviour I had found;
I'd point to His redeeming blood,
And say, 'Behold the way to God.'''
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Those were Jhe identical words I presented at the foots~ool uf mercy;
and, having done so, I felt a certain measure of relief, although I had
not as yet obtained what I wanterl. I was in the position of one who
had sent in his letter and was waiting a reply. Through the tenrler
compassion and the boundless love of my God, however, I was not lrept
long in suspense, for within a few minutes of rising from my knees,
in the most merciful, the most gracious, the most unlooked-for and
unthought-of way, came the words right home to my heart and to my
innermost soul, "Son, be of good cheer,. thy sins, which are many, are all
forgiven thee." Oh, the power! oh, the blessedness! oh, the relief! ob,
the entire freedom from the anguish, the terror, the dismay, the dismal,
dark forebodings and apprehensions, which for days previously had
possessed me, and which, alas! I thought was the immediate prelude
to my eternal doom! But now, in lieu thereof, my entire burden was
gone-the every vestige of guilt was removed. The Apostle exactly
describes my condition, as then and there realized-" Whether in the
body, or out of the body, I could not tell." I was caught up, as it
were, into the third heaven-that is, in feeling, enjoyment, anticipation.
The actual position was rather, that where I then was, was "the house
(')f God, and the very gate of heaven;" and from the window of that
humble building I gazed up into the sky, and (Stephen-like) I saw the
heavens open-not to behold, as he did, the Son of Man standing at
the right hand of God, but to see that self-same Son of Man descending
in the cloudy chariot, attended by His ruyal convoy. The scene was
intensely real. It was no vague vision. It was too special.-too supernatural-too far beyond the reach of the poor nnite mind, not only to
describe, but even mentally to attempt to reproduce. Numberless times
since that sacred hour have I Checked myself when disposed to venture
to re-enact that glorious scene. From time to time I have been checked
at the veritJst thought of so doing. There has come, as it were, the
rebuke that was addressed to Moses at the back of Horeb, "Put off
thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy
ground." Notwithstanding, however, the fa.iling of the repetition of
that glorious scene, it has left an argument-a plea-a reminder at the
throne of grace, thousands of times. "Lord, Thou didst call me 'son,'
and can that relationship ever be dissolved 1 Can that tie-that bondHer be broken 1 Thou didst pronounce the word 'forgiveness.' Of
what use wouid that have been had it not embraced the future as well
as the past? How could I rid myself, or how escape the consequences
of my after-sins (which have been far more num~rous, and of greater
magnitude since than before) but in the self.same way, by the self-same
all-gra.cious atonement, a,:d by the self-same almighty, ever-loving, and
unchanging Friend and Benefactor, Lord and Saviour 1" Ah! yes, these
and t,he like have been the pleas at the mercy-seat, thousands of times
during the last sixty-two years.
But the most vivid feature of the past brought before the mind,
during the last night, was the marvellous mercy vouchsafed, in that.,
within a few hundred yards of the identical spot where that promise
was made, of
"telling to sinners round
Wliat a deal' Swiour I had 'found,"
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some five-and-thirty years afterwards, I was privilegeJ, in two
separate churches, St. Michael's and Holy Rhood, Southampton, to
perform my vows; yea, in five churches in that town have I been
permitted to speak in my ever-adorable Lord and Master's name.
My being called to minister for three weeks whilst in s)le charge of
St. Michael's was one of the most marvellous events in my lit~le
eventful life, and was closely identified with the sphere where I have
since laboured for nearly thirty years. In the retrospect, I can but,
in all the fulness of my heart, exclaim" Wonders of grace to God belong;
Repeat His mercies in yom' song."
And may I not hopefully add" Grace shall complete what grace begins
To save from sorrol'S and from sins;
The work that Wisdom undertakes,
Eternal Mercy ne'er forsakes"?
In the review of the past night I was led so specially to contemplate
the Lord's goodness in His EO marked preventing, as well as His providing, mercy. It appears to me that I never saw this with the same
comprehensiveness and vividness as now. It seems nolY to be opened
up as "the end "-purpose, or design-" of the Lord," respecting manifuld matters which I could not understand, whilst passing through this
or that particular line of things. I repeat that at the time I could
by no means comprehend. The hairbreadth escapes-the marvellous interpositions-the astounding deliverances-have stood out in
the retrospect with a wondrous vividness, leading pne, in all the
fulness of one's heart, to exclaim, "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul: amI
all that is within me, bless His holy name. Bless the Lord, 0 my
soul, and forget not all His benefits."
But now with respect to the dream of which I spoke at the heading of this article. Just before I finally awoke after the broken
slumbers of the nioht, I dreamt I was standing on a certain lawn,
inspecting some ph"'otographic views to which two gentlemen were
calling my attention. Whilst thus engaged, I of a sudden heard the
sound of an organ from within the adjoining house. I at oncp.
recognized it as an instrument which my nieces had just purchased of
Messrs. JONES and Co., Bristol. There was a softness and a mello,\v:ness which led me to say to the gentlemen aforenamed, "Is not
that sweet ~" And with tho"Se words I instantly awoke, mentaUy
listening to one of our good old and most familiar tunes vibrating
through my very heart, and refreshing my inmost soul. "To what
wOlds," said I, mentally, "does that dear old tune go 1 Oh, to that
precious
" Begone, unbelief, my Saviour is near,
And for my relief will surely appear;
By prayer let me wrestle, and He will perform;
With Christ in the vessel, I smile at the stona,"
Oh, reader, it was so sweet-so savoury-so blessed.

It helped me
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to such an uplifting of heart; for important. changes in the parish-the
removal of two of my most active and devoted helpers, and that
ever since I had been in the parish, together with the recent deaths
of several other similarly active and devoted co-operators in my
parochial work-had filled me, at my advanced years, with most
anxious thoughts how I could hold on, and still retain my position.

THE PROPOSED NEW MONASTIC ORDER.
THE Rev. OHARLES HENRY SHARPE, the prime mover in the agitation
for the revival of an Order of Protestant Monks, is the son of a
London merchant. He is a graduate of Hereford Oollege, Oxford,
where he distinguished himself by his rowing, and was actually selected
for the great boat race, but did not train. He is about thirty years of
age, and of course unmarried. He first held a curacy in the parish of
St. Helen's, Isle of Wight, but at Easter, 1887, he joined the parochial
staff of St. Mary's, Southampton, under the famous Canon WILBERFORCE.
He is a gifted extempore preacher, and has acquired a good reputation
for organization. For a long time he has hoped for a revival of
monasticism in the Ohurch of England, but only on Evangelical and
Evangelistic lines. He calls himself an Evangelical High Ohurchman,
and is said to have a great contempt for "mere Ritualists," thinking
.only of the infinite possibilities of "saving souls."
When Archdeacon FARRAR shadowed forth the possible revival of a
monastic Order in Oonvocation, Mr. SHARPE found his heart deeply
stirred within him, and then he outlined his scheme for an Order of
St. James. The Guardian, however, refused to publish it, although it
was sent over an anonymous signature; and then, as he found it in
his sermon case one Sunday morning, the thought occurred to him, "Why
not recommend the Order as the means of ending the present unhappy dissensions in the Ohurch ~ " That idea haullted him in the
pulpit. He began his sermon, and the thought remained with himit would not depart. 'Vhen he reached his notes of the Order, he
paused and dumbly wondered what he ought to do. A voice seemed
-to whisper to him, "Go on," and he did. The result was, the scheme
was widely published, and the Order has become one of the probabilities of the near future. Already many bishops have written about it in
favourable, but guarded terms.
[The foregoing has been forwarded by a correspondent. It speaks
for itself, and needs but little comment. That such a proposal, however, from a celebrated '~Oxford rower," should, for a moment, be
entertained by any of the bishops is a disgrace to the Episcopal bench,
and but too plainly indicates where their hearts are, namely, in Rome,
where the youthful (though reported as a gifted) "extempore preacher"
ought to be. As to the voice that whispered to him" Go on," when
he was in the act of preaching, we must leave our readers to judge
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whence and whose voice that was. It is no new thing for Satan to
" transfo-rm himself into an angel of light"; and as such he makes his
way to the pulpit as well as elsewhere. A white devil is more to be
dreaded than a black one, inasmuch as llis real character is less suspected.
In this capacity he is, at the present time, playing a very activeand, alas! but too successful-part. This proposed new Order of monks
(we had nearly written monkeys) is only another effort for Rome, to
which, both as a Church and nation, we are assimilating at more than
railway speed. Long, long ago, speaking of the Ritualists, a late
Bishop of Peterborough said, "They are on the high road to Rome,
and nothing can stop them." Never was a greater truth spoken.-ED.]
SORROWFUL, YET REJOICING.
IN one of Mr. HUNTINGTON'S letters, as given in "Gleanings of the
Vintage," I met with the following-" As the Lord liveth, though I
am clad with zeal in the pulpit, I seldom in private go one day dryeyed to God. I am a Boanerges in public, but" in private, of a sorrowful spirit, not for fear of wrath, but under a daily sense of super-·
aboundings of mercy to the worst of sinners."
The Lord. and the Lord alone, knows how the above accords with
my own state and condition. Precisely upon the same grounds of the
astounding mercy, the marvellous patience, the wondrous forbe<J.rance,
and the matchless long-suffering of the Lord, never, it appears to me,
did I discover my sinnership, and my deserts of that place where
hope never comes, as I do now. Years ago I never could have imagined
it possible that, after such continuous-such uninterrupted-such
boundless-goodness and mercy as I have experienced at the Lord's
hand, I should be the forgetful, the thankless, the distrustful creature
that, alas! alas! day by day I prove myself to be. Nor could I have
believed that, after all the lessons I have had, and the loving
discipline to which, for so many years, and in such a variety of ways,
I have been subjected, I should be the creature idolater I am, or wedded
to this poor, vain, perishing world, as, alas! plain matters of fact
prove me to be. Hence, when at times I look at myself in these
varied aspects, it seems impossible that I ever can be saved, considering the light, the love, and the mercy against which I have so long
and so grievously sinned. And yet, in pleading with the Lord for
mercy, I tell Him He has never been deceived nor disappointed in
me; yea, I tell Him it would be to undeify Himself to suppose He
was in ignorance of what I should be, and what I should do, for His
,.,.,Tord distinctly declares, "I knew that thou wouldest be called a
transgressor from the womb." Moreover, as the immutable, omniscient
J ehovah, the future stands perpetually before Him, in all its varied
developments. He lives in one eternal now, and sees the end from
the beginning, and knows the results of every case and cause. Here,
then, I take my stand, and thankfully adopt the language of the old
pilgrim" Ere He called me well He knew
What a heart like mine would do."
D. A. D.

624

The Gosbel

lIfa~azine.

Qtriumggs of (If)ract ohtr

~tatg.

ANOTHER CONQUEROR THROUGH THE BLOOD OF THE
LAMB.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
BELOVED BROTHER IN CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD,-It is my lot to
acquaint yeu and the readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, of the translation
to heaven of JOHN RICHARD NASH, whom God called to glory on July
31st, at the age of twenty-one years, and after a brief illness of two
weeks. Being well known and lovingly appreciated in this district for his
irreproachable Christian life, it may interest many by your giving publicity to the following facts and particulars respecting him.
He was about fifteen years of age when he became concerned in
spiritual matters, and, by grace bestowed, he was enabled to separate
himself from the perishing things that profit not, and to connect himself
with the glorious reality of serving God "in spirit and in truth."
The benign instrumentality of a still-surviving Christian man is distinctly traceable in connection with his conversion to Christ, and for
the encouragement of the Lord's children scattered abroad, I make use
of this important point.
Being led by the providence of our Father into the fellowship of a·
certain Christian man, JOHN RICHARD NASH was impressed with the
amiable manners, pure conversation, and God.glorifying life exhibited
continually by bis Christian friend. Then was God the Holy Spirit
pleased to awaken spiritual desires in him; and thus we see how
valuable an ullostentatious yet sanctified life is-how it may be used by
our Father for the extension of His gracious designs to others-how as
a "living epistle " it can be read by those to whom He gives the seeing
eye. "How unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past finding
out." And" We know not which shall prosper, whether this or that."
Our departed brother worked energetically in the vineyard, and doubtless the Lord of the vineyard hath greeted him with a "Well done,
good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a ft;lw things, I
will make thee ruler over many things; enter thou into the joy of thy
Lord." Day by day his cheerful obedience and devotedness to his Lord
was manifested, and whether at home (where his presence was as a
lamp that shines brightly), or at the Sabbath-school, or in the workshop, he most assurp,dly witnessed that he had been with Jesus, and that
his conversation was as becometh the Gospel.
For several years he was an esteemed member of a neighbouring
Christian Protestant Society, whose meetings were blessed of God in
the dissemination of Christian Protestant knowledge. At these meetings our beloved brother was often present, and by God's grace was'
privileged often to advocate for a pure Christianity unadulterated by
superstitious Ritualism. Many shall rise up and call him blessed, when
contemplating the influence that his advocacy possessed in the estab·
lishment and success of Christian Protestantism in our neighbourhood.
His enjoyment was with kindred souls with whom he was personally
acquainted, and often he would visit them far and near to havo the bliss-
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ful advantage of their companionship. He was indeed "a companion of
them that fear God," and many a drooping and disheartened soul hIllS
be.en uplifted and encouragEd by his cheerful conversation and abundant
faIth. How he loved and studied the Word of God, and how glad he
was to converse on its themes, its inspiring hopes, precious promises,
and satisfying truths! How do the marks and references made by him in
his Bible tell that he willingly and beneficially searched the Scriptures of
truth.
He read the GOSPEL MAGAZINE regularly, and del'lved consolation
often from its pages; and it is due to the Editor of, and contributors to
the Magazine, to inform thef:l that their" Family Portions," " Wayside
~ otes," "Pilgrim Papers," and other insertion o , came often as spiritu311
sweetmeats to our brother-yes, and even unto many of us who still
-ta;rry in the flesh, they bring their refreshing powers. I know that ye
WIll well say, "Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy name
be all the glory."
Our brother, when with us, often minO"led his voice with ours in
praising Jehovah. One hymn he was particularly fond of, llamely-"Blest are the humble souls that see
Their emptineEs and poverty;
Treasures of grace to them are given,
And crowns of joy laid up in heaven."
And now, with your kind permission, I will give three sho:·t extracts
from letters received from friends who knew him.
Mr. W. M. writes;His Ohdstian experience was that of a much older Ohristian, and few
young men had such gifts as he possessed. His diligent study of God's
Word, and his fondness for the companionship Of older and more ripened
Ohristians, have developed those rare spiritual gifts which were in him.
He was serious beyond his years, and in him W3,S a remarkable absence
of anything approaching the frivolous. His delight and constant study
seems to have been, how to improve his knowledge of the mind and will
of his Heavenly Father. Now he has gone to his rest, and his works win
follow him. Such is the dispensation of Providence. "God moves in a
mysterious way." That which we know not now, we shall know hereafter.
.Mr. J. B. writes:Surely he was a bright ornament in the Ohurch of Ohrist. The Master
has called him hence, because his place in the mansions of the blessed could
be kept no longer vacant. He has gone to enjoy the full felicity of immortal glory, and to sing with the saints in light, "Unto Him who hath
loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood, be glory aoo
dominion for ever."
Rev. W. E. writes;I feel sure we may, in the case of our dear departed friend, appropriate
the language of the Apostle, "Sorrow not as others that have no hope."
I doubt not that he is with the Lord, that our loss is his gain. Let the
thought that, while he was spared to us, he, like Noah. found grace with
God, and humbly walked with God, comfort us" for he is now in HiB
presence.
Our departed brother had been perceptibly progressing in' grace and
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suhmission, and. one friend who had the happy privilege of his visits
prior to -his translation writes :-" His soul had been mellowing for
the kingdom." He had often (while seemingly possessing good physical
health) expressed a "desire to be with Christ," fearing not, as
he was wont to say, the dissolution of this tabernacle. Our Heavenly
Father has therefore taken him because he was ready to be gathered
unto the innumerable company of those whose robes have been washed
and made white in the blood of the Lamb, and we who are still
waiting can say, "Thy will be done, 0 Father."
Among the felicitous and resigned sayings which he uttered on the
bed of sickness and pain are the following few:-When his mother
approached him with the question whether it would be advisable to
send for a clergyman, he answered, "No, mother, for Christ is my
Minister." Again, he exclaimed in the presence of a friend, "This
sickness is for the glory of God." The day before his entrance to
the kingdom he was heard to say, "Through much tribulation," which
doubtless he had experienced although young. Again, he uttered, "Now
we see through a glass darkly;" which verse he was not able to finish,
through bodily weakness, but, blessed be our covellant-keeping God, he
is now realizing the concluding portion of it, namely, " face to face."
"Face to face" he now sees and worships Jehovah, who reigns for
ever and ever. "Face to face" he beholds the precious Lamb of God
who redeemed him from amongst the unregenerate.
Oh, how gracious is our loving Father, in that He is continually
taking the righteous from these evil days, and hiding them in the
sure defence of His o"n immediate and glorified presence.
"There they behold His face,
And never, never sin;
There from the rivers of His grace
Drink endless pleasures in."
I will now, dear Mr. Editor, conclude with that cheering verse of
Scripture, "Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord: Yea, saith
the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do
follow them" (Rev. xiv. 13). Remaining, in love, your brother in the
Lord,
August 23rcl, 1889.
MOSES SHAw.
[The foregoing is one of those instances in which the Lord is pleased
to call, ripen, and speedily take home. In some, as in the case just
given, there is a mpicl learning, and with it the mellowness of which
one of the writers speaks, in reference to the beloved departed. Ah !
we rejoice to see that mellowness, simplicity, and t,eachableness, which
here and there are sweetly manifested in some of the young, when the
Lord is pleased, in the exercise of His divine sovereignty, both to call
by His grace, and then early to call home! Such was very specially.
the case in regard to three of the dear Sunday School Teachers at
St. Luke's, Bedminster, whose names and brief histories were given, a
year or two since, in these pages. We refer to LLOYD, STEVENS, and
BRITTON. Spirituality, -simplicity, and savour were marked features in
their characters. Sweet memories attach both to their persons and their
labours. "Their works follow them."
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Another Teacher (the late Mrs. ANDREWS), equally spiritually-minded
and divinely taught, ere she was called hence, had lived to bear much
of the burden and heat of the day, as was the case with her beloved
friend and relative, Mrs. DOCKER. Again, how great was the contrast,
in regard to the circumstances in which the aforenamed were called.
The first three were taken early and after comparatively short illnesses;
the last two were visited with long and severe sufferings, in which
indeed the graces of faith and patience had to be severely tested and
tried. Yet, blessed be His name, our God was equal to each of their
several cases, and dispensed His grace and His strength according to
their varied needs.
Those loved ones in the Lord to whom we have thus briefly alluded,
endear the memory of our many years' labours in that to us everAh !
memorable and equally-sacred spot, St. Luke's, Bedminster.
would that we could personally realize afresh some of the supernatural
privileges and divine enjoyments with which we were there not unfrequently visited; but-but they are of the past! the past! Never, we
presume, to be realized afresh in the self-same sacred spot.-THE
EDITOR.]

THE LATE LIEUT-COLONEL NEWBOLT.
VVE alluded in our last to the calling hence of the above beloved
Christian friend and brother. Those who had the privilege of his
acquaintance will, we are sure, endorse our testimony as to his
character for consistency and brotherly love. He did indeed "adorn
the doctrine of God his Saviour in all things." There was a meekness, a sobriety, a warmth of heart, about him, in a spiritual point
of view, not very common in these days. As we stated in our last,
his so earnest and childlike pleadings at the mercy-seat will be
missed at the forthcoming Clifton Conference. They were, to many, a
grateful feature of those large and interesting assemblies. It is, however, a happy reflection that he has gone to rejoin many whom he
formerly met here in this vale of tears, in the better home-the
pilgrim's resting-place-the "house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens." Each recurring Conference serves uniformly to remind us of
one and another who, from year to year, have thus been removed.
Looking back over the twenty-six years upon which they have been
held, how many, in the aggregate, have been called up higher!
· In writing of the departed Colonel, one to whom he was endeared
·by the tenderest of all earthly ties says :"During all his illness, which lasted over a year, not only did he
never murmur, but his calm happiness was a very marked feature.
· He was so rarely depressed; and as he got £radually weaker, and
consequently one by one his old occupations had to be laid aside,
every change was met by perfect peace, and never did he express a
wish that it should be otherwise. His conversation and ejaculations
always showed that, to his mind, all was right, if it was God's will. He
was always distressed if others were sick or suffering, but never so
.where they were taken home. His deafness compelled him to have
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times of complete silence, after which his first wurds would generally
show that his spirit had been in communion with God."
At the parish church of Clifton, on the Sunday morning after the
funeral, the Rector, the Rev. TALBOT GREAVES, made special allus;ol1l
to the death of Colonel NEWBOLT. He based his remarks on the words,
"For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain" (Phil. i. 21 )-a text
which he said he believed he had preached on before, but which he
selected that morning because they were so forcibly reminded of it in
the case of one who had just passed from among them, and been laid
to rest, in the" sure and certain hope of the resurrection." Concluding
an earnest discoune on the meaning of these words, when spoken by
a believer, the preacher said:I am afraid ther<:l are some of you who can scarcely enter into this
experience of the believer in Jesus. It is only known by experience;
and yet perhaps you may have some faint glimpse of what it is
when you see it exemplified in those who do, and such an example of
it we have had among us. Our dear aged friend who has been taken
from us was an example-a very bright example--of one to whom" to li,e
was Christ, and to die is gain." He was no ordinary man. He had great
individuality of character, a singularly tender conscience, combined with
the full assurance of faith, great decision for God, unwa7ering adherence
to the doctrines of grace, and a most loving and generous spirit. One of
his last expressions was, "I am a Protestant," bnt I never heard from
the lips of that faithful servant of Jesus one harsh judgment. And then
what a man of prayer he was; and what exceeding punctuality and
accUl'acy in all matters of business in the various religious societies with
which he had to do, We are all deeply indebted to his exceeding
accuracy, and this in itself is no small prai"e, for dilatoriness and
slovenliness in matters of business are blemishes in the character of
Christian life. But then, above all, his distinguishing featuTe was
habitual communion with God. He literally "walked with God." I do
not think I ever knew a man who could more truly say. "For me to
live is Christ," for he seemed to live Christ. He trusted in Him, He had
no hope of salvation but in Him. He loved Him and served Him, and
when he prayed, you felt that prayer rose above supplication into communion, and it was a man talking in the most intimate friendshir with
his God. His whole heart, his whole life, were given to Christ. Abiding
in Christ, he brought forth much fruit, and he will be much missed by
us in every branch of Christian work and Christian fellowship.
But now, what must have been the gain of death to one who in so
remarkable a degree could say, "For me to live is Christ"? Christ
he truly lived here; but where was he? In a body of weakness, in a
world of sin and death, surrounded by the enemies of Christ, exposed to
those influences which tend to weaken the spiritua,] life, to dim its joy~,
and retard its pro~ress. Christ was his portion in the land of the living,
but then it was Christ in sorrow, Christ in temptation, Christ in care.
How great the change! How unspeakable the gain! He is still with
Christ; his life is still Christ; but then it is life set free from all the
painful adjuncts of this present life. It is life with Christ in glory.
How wonderful the gain of death was to the believer in Jesus. If it be
unspeakably blessed, as many of us, thank God, can testify, to have
Christ with us here in this world of sin and SOiTOW and death, what
must it be to be with Christ where He is in the heaven of heavens?
Shall we, then, be just content to languidly say, with Balaam, "Let me
die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be like his," and
then go forth and liv:l to the world, and live to sin, lLnd live to self?
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Shall we not rather, each one of us this morning, very solemnly ask
ourselves the question, "What will death be to me- gain or loss-the
loss of all things?" And let me answer this question by asking another"What is life to me? Is Christ my life? Have I faith in Christ? Have
I trust in Christ? Am I serving Christ? Am I consecrating life, with
all its energies and powers, to Christ? Can I truly say, •For me to
live is Christ'? What about the talents with which God has blessed
us P Are they all held in trust and at the absolute disposal of Christ F
And what about my time? I am engaged in professional or business life,
it may be. I am making money; I am growing rich. Is it only a portion
0f my time that I am giving to Christ?" Has Christ taken possession of
you, so that you are not your own? Unless it be so, I do not see how
we can, with an honest and good conscience, say, "For me to live is
Christ, to die is gain."
And now I leave you, not with man's words, but with God's, and may
the Holy Spirit graft those words so deeply in every heart, and in every
conscience, and every understanding, that they may bring fort':! fruit unto
eternal life. In the words of the beloved Apostle John, He says, "This
is a record that G.:>d hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in His
Son. He that hath the Son hath life, and he that hath not the Son of
God hath not life."
THE OLD BEATEN TRACK.
EXTRACT FROM A RECENT LETTER.

.'

I HEARD dear Mr. W ARBURTON last night at Gower Street. It was a
most blessed sermon to m!'. If I never had an "earnest" before, I had
one then. He was very happy, and the sermon throughout was most
comforting. "For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are
not worthy to be compared with the glory that shall be revealed in us."
He dwelt much upon the word" us," and endeavoured to show who
the "us" are.
He said, "Some of you may have come perhaps some miles to Gower
Street Chapel to·night, and you may have been begging and crying to
the Lord several times throughout the day that He would give you a
word from the lips of the minister, and that He would meet with you
here, and that you might not come empty away; and do you think
those pra.vers and desires arose frum the flesh, and were caused by the
devil 1 No," he said, "poor child of God, you are His." I could and
did receive this for myself, for I knew that several times, from the early
morning throughout the day, I hati been begging the Lord to bless His
servant, and to give him a word for me. The tears filled' my eyes, and
I was lost for a time to· all that followed, and the savour has not quite
left me. It was an earnest and a token for good, and I cannot doubt it..
I have been very greatly worried in business to-day, but I was enabled
to take my troubles to the Lord. Had it not been so, I think I must
have broken down altogether. I can only hang upon Him, and look
to Him for everything-wisdom, strength, energy, and guidance.
I fear greatly lest I should presume, but my hope was very greatly
increased and strengthened last night. I feel that I can' trust God for
spiritual blessings more than I can for temporal, for although it is very
wrong and unbelieving, yet at times I do dread the trials He may put
upon me; and I know, if I !!om His, I must have them.
I wish I could leave everything in \;he Lord's ha.nds. In my judgment
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I know all will be right, but I want the feeling powar which He alone
can give. If ever I get to heaven, it will be His free grace only, for I
cannot act· or think aright. I can say truthfully and feelingly"A guilty, weak, and helpless worm,
On Thy kind arms I fall;
Be Thou my strength, my righteousness,
My Jesus, and my All."
E.
COMMENTS.
The foregoing testimony is what, for most part, would be despised
in these days j nevertheless, if we personally know anything of the" old
paths "-and these are the only Scriptural, and therefore safe oneswe are certain that it bespeaks the experience of a truly Zion-bound
traveller. Well did the blessed HART express the inward, heavenbegotten exercises of such a one, when he said"Those feeble desires, those wishes so weak,
'Tis Jesus inspires, and bids thee still seek;
His Spirit wiU cherish the life He first gave;
You never shall perish if Jesus can save."
How many now before the throne, shouting, "Victory, victory, through
the blood of the Lamb! " have gone up to that house of prayer in Gower
Street, under the self-same exercises expressed in the foregoing extract j
yes, equally oppressed-alike cast down by reason of the dangers and
difficulties of the way. Of such it might truly be said"Once they were mourning here below,
And wet their couch with tears;
They wrestled hard, as we do now,
With sins, and doubts, and fears."
But, by grace divine, they were sustained, and, blessed be God, at
length brought off "more than conquerors, through Him that loved
them." And, seeing that they cannot be made perfect without us, when
the Lord's will and pleasure in regard to their wilderness career is
accomplished, every weeper-every sigher and crier on account of the
folly and frailty, the sin and abomination, of his own heart-shall
triumph in like manner over sin, hell, death, and the grave. It must
be so, seeing it is written, "Father, I will that they also whom Thou hast
given Me be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory."
"Not a hoof shall be left behind." Every sigh on earth, in a true
Gospel sense, is the prelude to a song in heaven! It may be regarded
as the key-note, although pitched in a low key. The grand" hallelujah
chorus " of the skies is made up of the sighs and groans of poor wilderness wanderers-th@ apparent castaways-the feelingly loathsome, goodfor-nothing ones, who, little by little, have such glimpses of mercy-are
arrested by such whispers of love-have occasionally such assurances
of ceaseless guidance, care, and protection, followed up at last by such
a marvellous display of full, free, and all-conquering grace-as can but
issue in the one grand, glorious, and universal song, "Unto Him that
loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood, and hath
made us kings and priests unto God and His Father j to Him be glory
and dominion for ever and ever. Amen."
THE EDITOR.
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A WELCOME GREETING.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEy,-Two lovers of you and your writings, desire
me to send the enclosed, 10s. each, for works of your own, to be sent
to the "Brider Mission" for distribution, in response to your appeal
for iilame in GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
Oh, how little are you aware of the extent of God's blessing on your
labours now by pen, since especially you have been laid by from your
loved labours in the pulpit. Personally also, I can testify to the fact,
as it has seemed to me, as well as others, that a "double measure" of
the Spirit's dew, savour, and power is now accompanying your writings
from month to month, to the souls of the one family and household of
faith, many of whom, as it were, are scattered up and down in the
world as sheep without a shepherd-secret, hidden ones, that can say
with the prophet of old, "Thy words were found, and I did eat them;
and Thy Word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart."
I feel more and more convinced that pulpit ministrations are drying
up, as regards dew, unct,ion, and power, till at length that solemn judgment of God, spoken of by the prophet, shall be literally fulfilled in this
our once highly-favoured nation.
Where were the true God and
prophets to be found at the close of that dispensation, and for some time
before ~ We read of none between Malachi and John the Baptist.
"Behold the days come, saith the Lord God, that I will send a famine
in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing
the words of the Lord: and they shaH wander from sea to sea, and
from the west even to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the
Word of the Lord, and shall not find it. In that day shall the fair
virgins and young men faint for thirst '. (Amos viii. 11-13). "Then
they that feared the Lord spake (and wrote) often one to another; and
the Lord hearkened and heard, and a book of remembrance was written
before Him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon His
name. And they shall he 'line, saith the Lord Gf hosts, in that day
when I make up My jewels (margin, My special treasure). And I will
spare them, as a man spareth his son that serveth him. Then shall ye
return and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between him
that scorneth God and him that scorneth Him not," or between profession and possession.
Well, dear brother, let not our hearts faint, or be dismayed, at the
very thought of such solemn times being at our very doors. Our
covenant-keeping, promise-performing, prayer-hearing God hath made a
gracious provision therein for the "fair virgins and fainting young men
of that clay." The everlasting arms will be underneath to bear our
faintir.g spirits up with such like, and many other sweet, soul-sustaining
promises as this-" Why sayest thou, 0 Jacob, and speakest, 0 Israel,
My way is hid from the Lord, and my judgment is passed ever from
my God ~ Hast thou not known ~ hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth
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Dot, neither is weary ~ There is no searching of His understanding.
He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might He
increaseth strength. Even the youths (may, or) shall faint and be weary,
and the young men shall utterly fall: but they that wait upon the Lord
shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles
(that soar to the cleft of the Rock for their covert, shadow, and refuge
from every danger and every foe); they shall run (in wisdom's ways
of pleasantness, and paths er peace), and not be weary (of walking
therein); for they shall walk, and not faint" (Isa. xl. 27-31). But if
there are to be no public means of grace or power in the preached Word,
as some would perhaps say, where are we to meet, and" wait upon the
Lord," seeing the Lord hath bidden us "not to forsake the assembling
of ourselves together" 1 &c. As God took away His people of old
from their privileges, and their privilegm; from them. "Is there evil in
the city, and the I,ord hath not done it 1 Is there not a cause? Had
not the Sabbath become a weariness, and their privileges lightly
esteemed ~" Well, our prophet seems to anticipate such a question,
aye, and foresee the day that would surely come to pass. "Come, My
people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee:
hide thyself as it were for a little moment, till the indignation be overpast. For, behold, the Lord cometh out of His place to punish the
inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity, the earth also shall disclose
her blood, and shall no more cover her slain" (Isa. xxvi. 20, 21).
Now, I do not say there will not be plenty of preaching and preachers,
to say nothing of praters, also plenty of religion, and large congregatiollR.
But I do say, think, and fear, when we come to the Apostle's determination as a test, we shall find the dew, unction, and power wanting;
as he speaks of to the Churc'n at Corinth-" I will not knolV the speech
of them which are puffed up, but the power. For the kingdom of God
is not in word, but in power." (1 Cor. iv. 19, 20).
Again, speaking of the Gospel committed unto him to the Church,
in 1 Thess. i. 5-" For our Gospel came not unto you in word only,
but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance."
Now, why is this power, and divine influence. so little realized, even
in this our day, under the preaching of the Word, but from the fact of
the Holy Spirit's office being ignored, and creature-hearing power set
up, by urging and exhorting hearers to "Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ and be saved" 1 "Whatsoever begins in the flesh, will end in
the flesh"; and "without faith it is impossible to please God"; and
"whatsoever is not of faith is sin." The same in exhortations to
"Come unto Me," &c.
When our Saviour Himself declares, " No man can come unto Me
except the Father which sent Me dr~w .him/, &c. Thus is the "Spirit
grieved," as beloved Stephen found It In hIS day, when roundly and
boldly declaring the whole counsel of God, whether men would hear or
forbear-" Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do
always resist the Holy Ghost; as your fathers did, so do ye" (Acts
vii. 51).
"Them that honour Me, I will honour," applies equally to each Person
in the ever blessed Trinity. Ignore the One, and we ignore the God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, which will sooner or later land the world
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in infidelity, which seems to me to be the likely instrument in God's
hand to _compa8S the destruction of the beast that sitteth upon the
seven hills, the harlot of Rome, "who saith in her heart, I sit a
queen, I am no widow, and shall see no sorrow" (Rev. xviii. 7).
But, from what so immediately follows, it would seem as though, whilst
uttering the words, she was ripe for destruction, for in the very next
verse God replies, "Therefore shall her plagues come in one day,
death, and mourning, and famine; and 8he shall be utterly burned witb
fire; for strong is the Lord God who judgeth her" (Rev. xviii. 8).
But mark the signs of the times that are to precede her destruction.
Beloved John's second prophecy, ending Rev., chap. xi. ; from the twelfth
chapter to the end, is his third and last, which goes back again to the
days of Christ, many things being repeated, but more particularly.
Hence the errors which some fall into, of which much might be written,
but I cannot write of them now.
My present object is to, as briefly as I can, confine myself to cause
and effect of the lack of power in the latter days, under th-3 preached
Word.
Vve read, in chapter xi. 3, of "two witnesses" that shall prophesy a
certain time, clothed in sackcloth. That they are the two olive trees,
and the two candlesticks, standing before the God of the earth. And
if any man hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth
their enemies. And that these two witnesses have power to shut
heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy. That war should
be made against them, as soon as they shall have finished their testimany; that they shall be overcome and killed, and their dead bodies
shall not, be buried (out of sight), but lie in the street of the great
city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord
was crucified.
And where has He not been crucified 1 Alas! alas! every heaveuborn soul has not far to seek for an answer. " And they of the people,
and kind reds, and tongues, and nations, shall see their dead bodies
three days and a half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put
in graves," &c. But at their resurrection" the Spirit of Life from God
entered into them, and they stood upon their feet; and great
fear fell upon them that saw them . . . which produced in the same
hour a great earthquake," &c. (Rev. xi.), which, as we have said,
ends John's second prophecy. "The second woe is past; and behold,
the third and last woe cometh quickly" (ver. 14). Then will be seen,
felt, and known, what the professing-aye, and possessing Church, too
-have done in slaying these "two witnesses," so as to give just
cause for "fear and trembling," and, as it were, an "earthquake."
Now, in my own mind, I am quite at a point as to these" two witnesses," but I desire to respect the views and opinions of othera with
whom I differ. In short, I have not heard, or read of one who sees
eye to eye with m<> on this subject, so diversified are the views taken
in respect of these "two witnesses." And, therefore, I for the present
remain silent on further remarks on the subject, which so often leads to
controversy, which thing, you and I, dear Dr. DOUDNEY, bate.
Suffice it to say, "These 'two' have the power to stay the rain and
dew of heaven." And which, to my mind, accounts for the lacking
2 T
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power in this our day on the preached Word, seeing if they are not
quite dead, they have been terribly mangled and knocked about till
they are beaten to within an inch of their lives.
In the meantime, writing and reading what has been written for the
comfort and edification of the Church, and "speaking often one to
another," shall be as "iron sharpeneth iron, so the countenance of a
man his friend." For, as at the end of the two preceding dispensations
there was "a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a
nation . . . and at that time Thy people shall be delivered, everyone
that shall be found written in the book" (Dan. xii. 1). "For he that
endureth unto the end shall be saved. And this Gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world, for a 'witness' unto all
nations j and then shall the end come." "And though many shall come
in My name, saying, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not. For
there shall arise false Christs and false prophets, and shall show great
signs and wonders; inasmuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect. . . But see that ye be not troubled, for all these
things must come; but the end is not yet" (Matt. xxiv.).
But, as Ezekiel wrote in his day, "The end is come." And Jeremiah,
in hili, "Our end is near; our days are fulfilled," for "our end will
surely come." And" t.hough the vision tarry yet for the appointed
time, at the end it shall speak, and not lie; wait for it, because it will
surely come. . . The just shall live by faith" (Hab. ii. 1-4).
The Lord in mercy grant us, dear brother, and all His blood-bought
family, Peter's "like precious faith," "whereby we may greatly rejoice,
though now for a season, if need be, we are in heaviness through
manifold temptations, trials, and afflictions; that the trial of our faith,
being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be
tried with fire, might be found unto prai~e, and honour, and glory at
the appearing of Jesus Christ." Already" men's hearts are beginning
to fail them for fear, and for looking for those things which are coming on the earth; for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. And then
. shall they see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great
glory. And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and
lift up your heads, for your redemption draweth nigh." And from the
parable of the fig tree that follows, it cannot be far off. For have not
"these things begun to come to pass ~ "
Even so; come, Lord Jesus; come quickly. Amen and amen.
I had not any idea of writing thus, on taking pen in hand. Only a
few lines with the enclosed. But as the matter flowed in, so I have
penned it out. And as we all know you possess a mantle of love and
a waste-basket, I send it on.
I have a deep impression you will see your Jubilee editorship, and
also your eightieth year, and no fear of death, when it comes. God
grant it, for His name's sake, is the desire, with much love, of
Yours sincerely in Him,
Reigate, AUg'lst 13th, 1889.
CALVIN MARTIN.
COMMENTS.

The foregoing letter came to hand, as such epistles often do, in the
'most timely and opportune way. We question if ever we were more
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familiar with "the trial of faith," of which the Apostle Peter speaks,
than now-. As we have repeatly stated, nearly all our comfort was
given us when either spealcing or ulI'iting. Hence we have often longed
for the pulpit, with the hope that we should have somethiug for ourselves as well as for th9 people. Upon the ground of this hope and
expectation, with probably the mind at the time as dark as midnight,
we have mentally a3ked ourselves, '''VeIl, would you sooner forego the
preaching in which we were about to engage 7" The reply instantly
has been in the negative. But now all this is of the past, and, as a
consequence, no comfort, no enjoyment, no enlarged and Christ-exalting
and Christ-endearing views, in the privileged exercise of preaching.
Moreover, being cleaf, we hear not a word the preacher says. Oh! it
is a terrible blank, and yet we are most loth to absent ourselves from
the house of God. Now and then we get "a lift by the way," under
the hymn, if so be it is not sung to some new-fangled tune. It is
"the old is better," and often helps to "bring to remembrance" in a
most refreshing and soul-strengthening way.
'We quite agree with our correspondent as to the pOleel' of which he
speaks. Before we became deaf, and were able to hear the 'Vord, for
most part we found it to lack the dew, the savour, the wl,ction, the POU'61',
that, under the precious operations of the Holy Ghost, is attended with
a sealing heart-to-heart influence, and at least a measure of that of
which the disciples, journeying to Emmaus, spake, when they said,
"Did not our heart burn within us when He talked to us by the
way, and opened to us the Scriptures 7" The letter of the Vlord is
one thing, and a carefully-thought-out and well-arranged discourse may
be gratifying both to preacher and people; but, if there be no poweT
-no carrying home to the heart and conscience, of what avail is a
string of words, especially in the time of trial and temptation 7 What
a poor soul stands in need of, in these exercises, is "the dead lift of
the Gospel," which instrumentally brings him up out of "the horrible
pit and miry clay." This is the power that is needed. This is what
so comes home, that place, preacher, and people are thenceforward
enshrined in the heart, and, as a precious fruit and effect, "puts a new
song into the mouth, even praise to our God." It is under such circumstances that the poor, previously-burdened, affrighted, and it may
be terror-stricken one is brought into a personal and experimental
acquaintance with that precious Scripture, "And in that day thou shalt
say, 0 Lord, I will praise Thee: though Thou wast angry with me,
Thine anger is turned away, and Thou comfortedst me. Behold, God
is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: for the Lord J ehovah
is my strength and my song; He also is become my salvation. Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation"
(Isa. xii. 1-3).
We are always learning, dear brother, and here is a new lesson that
the Lord has of late been setting before us, which has indeed been
attended with much humbling of heart and depression of soul. We
had had sundry hints from those very near and dear to us, in regard
to our failing to estimate, as it behoved us to do, the mercy and the
privilege of beiug enabled to write, although deprived of the power of
speaking. We secretly fell under this charge, and were troubled lest a
2 T 2
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second vi~itation should befall us-that of being unable to make use
of the press. We had scarcely, however, made the remark how mercifully free we had been from our old ailment-giddiness-which at once
deprives us of the power of writing, when we had several attacks jn
succession. Words fail to express what we felt under this fresh visitation. VVe felt at once that· there had been ample grounds for selfreproach for not having felt thankful for the power t write, even
although deprived of the privilege of prea.ching. To wha~ ardent and
intense cries did it lead, that the Lord would, "in the midst of deserved judgment, remember mercy," and still vouchsafe to us the power
of writin.q. 'Vhen this giddiness seizes us, we know not what may
follow, especially at our advanced years. It so often precedes apople.'Cy.
Well, dear brother, in reference to your closing remarks about our
being spared to spe our jubilee editorial year, and our eightieth year.
we can only say that, were it the Lord's will, we should be thankful t()
complete our fiftieth year's labour in connection with this work, but,
as stated at page 552 of our last Number, "I am in the most perfect
ignorance of what may be the Lord's holy mind and will respecting
me. I know not what may be His loving purpose. I cannot see a
hair-breadth before me. I have no idea what the morrow will disclose. Whether my tarrying here will be long or short, or what the
details of my last days, I have no conception."
Affectionately yours, dear brother,
THE EDITOR.
GOSPEL

BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY A:\D N A.VY.

To the Edito'l' of the Gospel ilIaga:.ine.
DEAR Dr.. DOUDNEY,-Please accept our warmest thanks for your
kind gift of one thousand of your valuable little book, "Walks and
Talks with Jesus" (the penny edition). We have had the pleasure of
placing a coPy of the afore-mentioned book in the Salisbury Infirmary,
Alderbury Union, and Lincoln Hospital.
We would, with your kind permission, be pleased to remind your
readers that this Mission ha.~ no great names to rely on, or reserve
fund to fall back upon, to keep its many wheels going. The reports
from all parts of our va3t field of labour are most encouraging, a:scl
.the demand for sound reading in many places is greatly in exce3S of
what we can forward in our monthly parcels.
Thi~ Mission· has lost a valuable friend and helper in th~ late Colonel
lJEwBOLT. May the Lord be very near to his bereaved family. The
pain of parting is very great to those whom we love.
FROll{ AN OLD SOLDIER

OF

THE

"KING's

O'VN."

"DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-I write to thank you very much for the month~y
parcels you so kindly forward me, which are so anxiously and eagerly
looked for by numerous readers. Thanks also very much for the
splendid box of Gospel literaturp, &c., you so kindly and generously
sent mp, for the great and glorious work the •Lord of the harvest'
is ena')ling me to do for Him in this part of His vineyard. Tru!y such
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literature as you sent me, namely, GOSPEL MAGAZINE, Old Jonathan,
Gospel Advocate, Christian F£~mily Annual, and sucb-like truth literature,
are much' needed, and should be sown broadcast here and everywhere,
for those modern forms of Paganism, such as Roman Oatbolicism,
Ritualism, and all sorts of otber 'isms,' and last, though not least,
free-willism, are rampant throughout the land. For example, just one
ins Lance out of many more that could be given, to show how truth is
dist~steful to the lovers of error and Popery.
"I was passing through a certain street one day, not long ago, and
seeing an aged, decrepit man sitting on his door-step, amusing himself,
as is my cu,tom, I entered into conversation with him, and left for his
perusal a copy of the Gospel Advocate you so kindly sent me, not knowing at the time to what persuasion the aged recipient belonged.
Passing by the same way, some week or two later, and seeing the aged
man there, I again entered into conversation with him. He said he
did not like the book I left him. He had lookeq through it, and if I
would not mind, he would return it. I took it back on his t.elling me
he was a Roman Oatholic, with a silent prayer to Him who alone can
give wisdom of speech in such c~ses, to enable me to speak the right
word. I was enabled to speak boldly for the one Substitute offered
once for all, 'the Just for the unjust,' and pointed this Papist to Him
who said, 'I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life: no man cometh
unto the Father but by Me.' May God add His blessing.
"Passing since thl1t way, the old man always bids me the time of
the day very courteously.
Who knows ~ We leave it in His hands.
The old man's daughter was present, and commended her father's way
of living, &c., which gave me the needed opportunity of retorting, 'By
grace are ye saved,' &c.
"One aged matron, over eighty years of age, after reading one of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINES, said it reminded her of the teaching received in
her youth. Many more examples could be given, but my letter is
growing too long, and so I must bring it to a close.
"Oommending yourself, family, contributors, writers, and givers of
all these good books, &c., to the loving mercies of onr gracious God,
praying that your arms may be more and more strengthened, by more
&nu more valuable help being given to you for your noble life-work,
" Yours in Jesus,

,,----."

FRO~

AN OLD S~OR
.• DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-I am very thankful for your valuable help in
the past, in sending me the monthly parcels, likewise the yearly box.
"Dear Dr. DOUDNEY'S 'Mornings with Jesus,' and' Evenings with
Jesus,' < Walks and Talks with Jesus,' and' Home,' have been blessed
to many.
"The enclosed letter I have just received from a friend, and if it
is possible, I should like Dr. DOUDNEY to see it. Bless him, he ~as
given me many upliftings in reading his books. May God grant hIm
health and strength to preach and teach 'Jesus Ohrist and Him
crucified,' is my prayer, and may God bless the Gospel truth that your
Mission sends forth, and may He also give you grace, wisdom, and
understanding to carry on the good work, for Ohrist's sake."
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. The following is the letter our agent refers to :"DEAR ·MR. --,-Two or three years ago, you very kindly gave me
several books, amongst which were' Mornings with Jesus' and 'Evenings
with Jesus,' which have been special means of blessing. For some time
past I have been visiting a friend who was dangerously ill, since gone to
his eternal rest. I introduced 'Evenings with Jesus' to him by reading one of the heartfelt prayers recorded therein. He said, 'I do like
that book.' Shortly after, he very kindly thanked me for the loan of
it, and told me that it had been a great help to him in his journey
through the valley, and offered to return it. I told him it had been
given to me, not to keep on a book-shelf, but to give to others as
freely as it had been given to me. His dear wife has since thanked
me over and over again, for she says it has been the means of bringing
her to the cross.
"This is not all. A poor Roman Catholic woman that was in constant attendance on the poor sick men, had read the book, and also
bore her testimony.
She said, with tears streaming from her eyes,
'Sir, this is a book of books. It has thrown more light upon my soul
than I have got during my stay on earth, for surely those beautifd
words must have been spoken and felt by one that lived very near his
God.'
"You may, my dear Mr. - - , return my thank; to Mrs. BRIDER, and
make what use you like of this for the good of others.-Yours, &c"
"ONE WHO LOVES CHRIST."
I remain, dear Dr. DOUDNEY,
Yours, a 'Worker in the Master's ,ineyard,
~~:-< E. BRIDER.
Old Gaol Mission Hall, Salisbury, September l-!th, 1889.

FELLOWSHIP IN THE SPIRIT.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR BROTHER IN CHRIST Jmms,-It is no doubt very trying to
you to be deprived of your loved employment in preaching the Gospel,
but the Lord is "infinite in wisdom, wonderful in counsel, and excellent in working," and has done, and will do, all things in accordance
with His own eternal purpose, counsel and will; and although we cannot see the why and the wherefore of His especial dealings with us,
yet "with Him there is neither variableness nor shadow of turning."
""Vhom He lovetb, He loveth unto the end." All His eternal purposes
towards us are immutably fixed, and the Lord cannot fail in accomplishing all His own gracious purposes towards us. "All things work
together for good to them that love God, who are the called according
to His purpose." And His "Vord assures us that not a hair can fall
from our heads without His will. And, therefore, if the least thing
cannot come to pass concerning us without God's will, surely nothing
greater can; and His will was, and is, eternally fixed, and nothing
can overthrow it.
I know how dreadful it is when our hearts rebel against the will of
I
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God, and murmur, fret, and repine. But in all, and through all, God's
will remains perfect, and cannot be lessened or increased. Oh, to trust·
Him at all times, in all places, under all circumstances; for in all and
through all, God's wisdom remains perfect, and cannot be lessened nor
increased. He will do all things well, and "what we know not now.
we shall know hereaft.er." We can only be kept by God's almighty'
power through faith unto salvation. And how much we need to be
kept by God's almighty power through faith unto salvation in this day
of evil. His judgments have been awful in this land, and yet there
does not seem to be any returning from the evil which God's anger
has been kindled against. The remarkable rain-falls we have had
have proved a great injury to the crops yet to be gathered, and we know
not how long greater judgments will be withheld from our guilty nation.
There is a great deal of preaching, but no apparent benefits flow from
it. I do earnestly pray that the Lord will raise up faithful ministers to
preach the truth as it is in Jesus in this benighted town.
I have recently become acquainted with some Christians, who live
in 1\' ew York, some distance from here. One of them has been to see
me, and stayed a few days. My soul was cheered to find one that the
Lord hath greatly blessed, and since then I have corresponded with
them, which has greatly cheered me. Let us pray that the Lord's dear
children may flow together in the love of Christ, for wheat, for wine,
and oil-wheat to strengthen us, wine to cheer us, and that holy
anointing which makes our faces shine. How incunceivably blessed it
will be when we shall meet together in the world of glory, see Jesus
as He is, and be for ever with Him!
I have been sending the GOSPEL MAGAZINE to different places, and
I trust with spiritual benefit to some. We have a large hospital in
this town, which I have provided with numbers of the Magazine, and
I trust not without spiritual benefit to some who read them.
Yours, in the love of Christ,
Hackensack, August 11th, 1889.
LOUISA MOORE.
CO?>.illENTS.
The security and the blessed estate of the dear family of God of
which you speak, dear sister, is indeed a precious verity. What we
want, however, is more faith, so that we may simply t1'ust (as it has
been well said) where we cannot trace. Doubtless you will agree with
us, upon the ground of personal experience, that where at the time and
under certain circumstances, you were most at a loss to trace the Lord's
hand, in the after-course, upon looking back at those very times and
circumstances, the review and retracings have tended most beautifully
and blessedly to show how, at the very time you were most in doubt
and fear, He was so marvellously and mercifully working; all in the
iequel to show forth His wisdom and love, goodness and mercy.
Ah! dear sister, how sad it is, with this knowledge burnt into us by
repeated experiences, still to be the poor, miserable, doubting, anxious
creatures we are. Yet such is the case, and compels us in all honesty
to say"Oh, to grace how great a debtor,
Daily I'm constrained to be."
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It .leaves not an inch of ground for our poor Adam nature to stand on.
The longer we live, the more we are bound to testify to the fact of the
wondrous patience, the astounding forbearance, the marvellous longsuffering of our God. Hence we love to think of the saying of the dear
old pilgrim, "If ever He takes me to heaven," said she, "He shall
We endorse that statement with all our
never hear the last of it."
heart.
Just before reading your very acceptable letter, we were repeating to
ourselves those touching lines of the poet"When all Thy mercies, 0 my God,
My rising soul surveys,
Transported with the view, I'm lost
In wonder, love, and praise.
"When in the slippery paths of youth,
With heedless steps I ran,
Thine arm unseen conveyed me safe,
And led me up to man."
And with this verse came to our recollectiJn certain positions-certain
temptations-certain hairbreadth rescues in times of extreme peril, that
tended to fill us with adoring wonder and astonishment at the goodness,
loving-kindness, and mercy of our God, so that we could but again
adopt the language of the aforenamed hymn"Through every period of my life
Thy goodness I'll pUTsue;
And, after death, in distant worlds
The glorious theme renew."
Ah! yes, dear sister, well may you say, "How inconceivably blessed
it will be when we shall meet together in the world of gbry, to see
Jesus as He is, 'and be for ever with Him." Yes, yes" Then will we sing more sweet; more loud,
And CHRIST shall be our song."
The uppermost and almost all-prevailing feeling with us, is the intense
desire that we may" finish our course with joy, and the ministry that
we have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the Gospel of the grace
of God." 'Ve earnestly crave, at the Lord's hand, that we may be
added to "the great cloud of witnesses" in confirmation of His divine
faithfulness and all-sufficiency in death, even as in life! We want our
feeble testimony to speak when we are gone, and that in proof of the
goodness, mercy, and love of Him who has so long 9.nd patiently borne
with our manners in the wilderness, and at length verified His word
ana fulfilled His promise, in "bringing us off more than conquerors
through Him that hath loved us."
We wish, moreover, that our personal and individual case should stand
forth as proof and evidence of the characters that the Lord has ever
had to do with, namely, the sinful, the froward, the weak, the helpless,
the utterly worthless, vile, the ilI-and-hell deserving! This is by nature,
and too much by practice, our character; and yet withal, we go before
the Lord-we fall prostrate at His footstool-and we venture to remind
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Him of His own words, "They tha.t be whole need not a physician,
but they that are si(k. . . . I am not come to call the righteous, but
sinners to repentance." Now, here we take our stand as sinners! As
sinners we present our plea. As sinners we crave for mercy. As sinners
we pray that we may magnify the riches of His grace; prove the virtue
of that precious blood which cleanseth from all sin; as sinners, naked
and destitute, we plead that the filthy rags of nature's righteoueness may
be stripped from oft us in order that we may be clothed and presented
in the pure and spotless righteousness of Him who is "mighty to save
and able to do exceeding abundantly above all we ask or think."
Well are we aware that there is an ever-constant proneness, especially
itl the infancy of divine grace, vainly to imagine that if we were less
sinner~, that if we had a something we could call our own, in a way
of sinlessness or merit, that then there might be hope for us, and that
we might stand a better chance of being saved. As you are well
aware, dear sister in Christ, all such unscriptural ideas must, sooner
or later, give way. We must be stripped of all ~uch vain and futile
notiom, and be brought as penniless paupf1·s-yea, more, as guilty, filthy,
lost, and undone culprits, lazc--breakel·s, and hell-deserving wretches, and thus
recei\·e that full and free pardon-that rich and free mercy-in a
word, that SALVATIOX which a precious Christ is exalted to bestow,
and by which a revenue of praise, adoration, and love will redound
to Him, not merely in the time-state, but through all the blissful ages
of a never-ending eternity! And the longer we tarry in the wilderness, and the more we are personally instructed in the nature of the
fall, the fulness and freeness of a redemption that is "without money
and without price," the more shall we admire and adore the wisdom
that devised, the love that operated, the grace that was bestowed,
the omnipotent power exercised, and the faithfulness, fulness, and longsuffering brought to bear in the rescue, the preservation, and the final
deliverance of such worms of the earth-such ill-and-hell-de~erving ones
as every vessel of mercy sooner or later feels and acknowledges himself
to be.
THE EDITOR.
OLD PATHS.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR DR DOUDNEY,-How kind of you to give me your last
I have felt great pleasure in
book, "An Old Pastor's Testimony."
reading it through, and most especially in that part where you relate
the Lord's leading and supporting you in your afflictions; and taking
your dear ones, in so many instances corresponds with my own experience. It seems to me, "thou hast kept the good wine till now."
But I am aware it is what the Lord makes it to the soul that is
exercised thereby, for one may be feasting while the othp,r is fasting (1).
In readiug through that part, the verses of HART'S came to my mind"And must it, Lord, be so?
And must Thy children bear
Such various kinds of woe,
Such soul-perplexing fear?
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"How harsh soe'er the way,
Dear Saviour, still lead on;
Nor leave us till we say,
'Father, Thy will be done!'"

Oh, yes, the last line is the test-" Father! " That is enough. It
crushes the rebellious spirit; it softens the hard heart; it makes the
whole world a very little thing; it enables us to go on "rejoicing
in our infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon us."
I well remember, in one of my greatest trials, in my extremity my
mind was calmed by "Destroy it not, for a blessing is in it." Thus
our covenant God leads, guides, and governs according to His will
and our good, and enables the tried one to say, "Father, Thy will be
done" (2).
And then, again, how He is pleased to lead us in a fresh path, that
we may be led to call upon Him (or wrestle with Him). Well can I
look back, when I had a dear boy, suffering with congestion on the brain.
The continued fits were so sharp and distressing, it seemed too much
for me to stay in the room. I withdrew, and poured out my soul,
begging the Lord to take him. On my returning to the room, the
attendant said he had just had one fit, but not so severe; after which
he laid quiet and peaceful for a few hours, when he raised his hand,
pointed upwards with his finger, and with a sweet smile breathed his
last. Our extremity is the Lord's opportunity (3).
About twelve years ago, when I lost my two dear boys (or men, for
they were twenty-eight and thirty years old), the tension on my mind
was so great that, like Job, I seemed to choose death rather than life,
and the enemy was gaining advantage by his vile suggestions. I opened
the Book, and the first words that caught my eye were, "Your Heavenly
Father knoweth that ye have need of these things" (4). Here again
the word "Father" freed me. The snare was broken, the enemy was
routed, and I could say, "Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him."
It came with such power that I could say, "Thy will be done. Only
remember I am dust" (5).
-.;.: Oh, I know He cannot do wrong! "All things work together for
good to them who love God, and are called according to His purpose."
" Ah !" says the soul, "am I one of the called 1" You see I am one of
the old-fashioned folks who prefer the Lord to do it all for me, and
in me, according to His own will. "No man can come unto Me
except the Father, which sent Me, draw him." Then, do I come?
·Why, I have nowhere else to go (6). I am such a ruined sinner in
myself, I must have a perfect, complete Saviour, and He has gone to
"the end of the law for righteousness for everyone that believeth."
I believe this, and without it I have not a gleam of hope, of heaven,
or glory.
"None but Jesus
Can do helpless sinners good."
My soul is sometimes like a battle-field-the flesh against the Spirit.
Some would say, "Why don't you live up to your privileges, and be
always trusting and comfortable in the promises 1" I can tell them
it is easier said than done. This body of sin and death drags down
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the spirit, and fights against its comfort. But, thank God, there is
the contm-the Spirit which resists the flesh, and sets up a court of
conscience, and won't let the flesh have her way. "Thanks be to God,
who giveth us the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ." 'Were it
not for the Spirit's raising up this standard, we should be overcome
when the enemy "comes in like a flood." But, blessed be His name,
"I give [not 'lend '1 unto My sheep eternal life, and they shall [not
, may 'J never perish."
"With bitter herbs on Christ they feed;
They hate the sins that made Him bleed;
Yet love Him too, and long to be
From bonds of sin and sorrow free."
Then, again, you say you are often scared by dreams-some according
to the Spirit, and others after the flesh. I was once, when under the dis
tress and conviction of the law, greatly stayed by a child from a Sunday
School giving me a card, which had on it, "Behold the Lamb of God,
which taketh away the sins of the world." And about six years after,
those deep impressions had worn away; but my gracious God saw best
to draw me aside from the world, and I was on the bed of languishing with fever, when that vile enemy beset me, for nights and days,
with" There is no hope for such a sinner as you," &c.: with his artful
insinuations and fiery darts. But I had a dream, and I thought I could
see an opening in the heavens, and then a hand holding a twisted
stick, on which was a ticket tied, and flying round and round. After a
while it pointed to m!'l. I was so anxious to see it, I reached out, and
at last made an effort to get it, and on it was written, "Behold the Lamb
of God," &c. I awoke, and it was a dream; but from it I received
the comfort I so much needed (7). The enemy was again foiled, and
the Lamb of God got the victory.
"The punished child relents;
The Parent's bowels move;
The offended Father soon repents,
And turns with double love."
Now, dear sir, I fear I have tired you out with my scribble. I wish
you to realize the richest blessings in the covenant of love. May you
have daily a fresh application of atoning blood, a fresh revelation of a
Father's reconciled countenance, and fresh anointing of the blessed
Spirit.
Yours sincerely, in best bonds,
August 1st, 1889.
THos. GATEHOUSE.
COMMENTS.

1. How well does our friend and brother in the Lord say, "The
one may be feasting while the other is fasting." This is according to
divine sovereignty, and has so much to do with how the Lord may at
the time be leading and teaching; and upon this principle it is that
what may fail to suit at one time is most applicable at another. What
little attraction does food present where there is no appetite ! Were
these ideas more becomingly cherished upon the part of the children of
God, how would it tend to check the strife and contention too of:en
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indulged in! The stronger may well bear the infirmities of the weaker
brethren, for, ere they are aware, they may be overtaken by tests and
trials, the which they had little anticipated, and, consequently, were illprepared to encounter.
2. Ah! yes, "Father, Thy will be done." Oh, to be able unfeignedly
and unreservedly to say it! Could we but realize more uniformly that
we were in a Father's hand, how would it tend to check the waywardness' and impatience! Alas! alas! how we lose sight of the fact,
although so plainly and so repeatedly laid down in the sacred W ordthe Fatherly character, and thus the endearing relationship of our God!
"Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that
fear Him." Then mark the touching appeal-" Doubtless Thou art our
Father, though Abraham be ignorant of us, and Israel acknowledge us
1I0t." It is, moreover, such an every-day and all-the-day illustratio.! in
our home life and social circle. Hence we have an ever-present helpa key-to what otherwise might be strange and problematical. Are
we in difficulty, and at a loss to compreh~nd certain movements of our
Father-God ~ Let us think, then, of ou)' dealings with our children.
How frequently are they at a loss to understand those dealings! They
serve us in the dark as to our motives and intentions, but yet what
prompts us to exact that obedience but the most fatherly interest
and the tendercst affection ~ We seek their profit, not simply their
pleasure.
3. Ah! how wonderful are His doings! 'What interminglings of
mercy! How gracious that, in spite of all your fears and intense
anguish of heart, He should spare the dear sufferer, that you might
have that last look, and so sweet an intimation that all was well with

ham.

4. Look again at the Lord's Fatherly consideration. How timely and
how appropriate your opening the Book, at that so critical juncture,
upon so precious a portion-" Your Heavenly Father knoweth that ye
have need of all these things." There is no chance-work nor hap-hazard,
dear brother, in all these matters, but a wise and loving appointment
at the hands of Him who "knoweth our frame, and remembereth that
we are dust." How the personal and experimental acqllaintance with
these facts familiarizes the mind with the Scriptural declaration-" Thou
hast known my soul in adversities." And what a knowledge it is!
""Vho can reason or argue us out of the same ~
5. In spite of our natural waywardness and the fleshly antagonism
of our hearts, is it not astounding, dear brother, how readily and how
effectually the Lord ca.n subdue and control the natural bias and
enmity of our minds, both against His Divine Majesty and rule and
authority ~ He can meeken and mellow the most stubborn and rebellious .. spirit in the twinkling of an eye! One sweet, soft, gentle
whisper can draw to His feet, in a moment, the greatest of rebels
and the most wayward and self-willed, so that they "weep to the
praise of the mercy they've found," and admire and adore where before
they cavilled and condemned as harsh and unjust.
6. What a mercy to know that you are "a poor, ruined sinner."
It is only such that can really and truly prize a Saviour. Great
sinners and a gracious Saviour are blessedly adapted for each other.
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The one has need of the other. Hence" mercy and truth have met
together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other." J ehovah is
infinitely more glorified in a poor sinner betaking himself to Christ"
as such, in order that he may partake of the fulness and blessedness
of the redemption He has accomplished, than if he, of himself and by
himself, could come up to the standard of the law's requirements.
7. Your dream proves both the simplicity and the unexpected
nature of t~e means the Lord often adopts for speaking peace to His
troubled ones. Hence we may well be stimulated and encouraged j ()
seek always to be upon our watch-tower, waiting and looking forlthe
Lord to speak.
THE EDITOR.
SECURE AND SAFE.
To the" Wayside Notes" H"r·iter.

DEAR Mr. COWELL,-Annexed I send you some lines suggested by a,
reference you made to the text quoted, in your address at the Religious
Institute, Manchester, on Thursday eveuing la'>t. Your remarks il::eluded many precious things, the reference alluded to being one of
them. A lady friend who was present was especially comforted by it.
as the text is a favourite one of her mother's, who is a dear old
Christian, now bed-ridden, but waiting patiently for the Master's call.
With kind regards, yours sincerely,
May 11th, 18R9.
J. E. WINDER.
"Behold, I have graven thee upon the pet;?ns of My lwnds."ISAIAH xlix. 14--16.

Poor, trembling, doubting sinner,
see
What comfort there is here for
thee;
Art thou afraid that, after all,
Thou w,lt from grace most sm'ely
fall ?
. Oh, think and ponder o'er the word
Of thine unfailing, gracious Lord,
Whose declaration ever stands"I've graven thee upon My hands."
Upon His hands! yea, on His
palms!
What is there sweeter in the Psalms?
Thou mayst forget, but how can He
Who thinks tIDceasingly of thee?

Held in His everlasting arms,
Thy name and likeness on His palmF,
Engraved indelibly and clear,
Why shouldst thou e,er doubt or
fear?
"Behold," says He, "these marks I
bear
Pro,e that My love thou'lt ever'
share" ;
Like unbelieving Thomas, see
How much He's done and cared for
thee.
And, in the fulness of thy heart,
Resolve with all thy doubts to part;
Secure and safe from all alarms,
Because engraven on His palms.

THE greatest honour you can do Christ this side of the grave is, to
trust more to His love, and go daily to Him that you may trust Him
more still, and commit every concern of yours into His loving hands
and tender care.
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THE CLIFTON CONFERENCE.-TO THE REV. J. ORMISTON.
My DEAR BROTHER IN CHRIST,-I congratulate you upon the time
for holding another Clifton Conference having arrived, and regard it as
a special mark of divine favour, for assuredly, year after year, these
sacred seasons have been attended with many precious tokens of His
love. One facto, however, cannot be overlooked with respect to these
annual gatherings. It is that, upon each occasion, one and another, in
the interim, has been called hence. They have been removed from the
earthly to the heavenly meeting-from the very temporary greeting in
this vale of tears, to the eternal and uninterrupted sojourn with "the
general assembly and Church of the First-born, whose names are written
in heaven." Your present gathering will present no exception to this
general rule. Apart from others who, since the last Conference, have
been called home, there is dear Colonel NEwBoLT. How much will he
be missed! ,Yho can forget the simplicity and the savour of his petitions at the mercy-seat 1 ,Vhat a precious pleading was his at the
throne of grace! How would he seem, as it were, to creep into the
very bosom of his loved and loving Lord! Ah! he has gone now to
be for ever with Him-to see Him, "no more as through a glass
darkly, but face to face." How sweet it is to contemplate the meeting
above of those who were so familiar one with the other here below!
Take, for example, those, as representative~ of the rest, the three dear
brethren, WALKER, BARNE, and NEWBOLT. Ah! could they talk with us
now, what would they say 1 Speaking of Him whom eyen here they
declared to be" the Chiefest among ten thousand, the altogether
lovely," oh, would they not most emphatically say, with the Queen of
Sheba, in regard to King Solomon, " The half was not told me" 1
"His beauties you can never trace
Till you behold Him face to face."
I think, dear brother, the Lord has been most gracious in leading
you to the choice of such precious subjects for your present Conference.
They contain such a rich vein of experience-nay, I would call them
the very marrow of divinity! In the subjects for consideration are
embodied not merely the names and attributes of the ever-adorable
Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, but the ever-blessed relation in
which they stand to the chosen and redeemed. There is the Fatherhood and the Brotherhood in which the Lord J ehoyah stands related
to His Church, as well likewise of the union of Christ with His bride as
her heavenly Husband. What an identity! What a bond! What an
indissoluble oneness! How precious the utterances-" This God is our
God for ever and ever; He will be our Guide even unto death." Again,
"And God, even OUT own God, shall bless us." ,Vhat a claim, "even OU1'
own God!" How holy the familiarity! Then there is the response.
Take, for example, the first verse of the forty-third chapter of Isaiah" But now thus saith the Lord that created thee, 0 J acob, and He that
formed thee, 0 Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have
called thee by thy name; thou art Mine." Now, dear COVERDALE renders the last clause thus-" Thou art Mine own!" Just like a loving
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father or a devoted mother rapturously clasping the child in their arms,
with the· exclamation, "Thou art mine !-my very own! "
Oh, that we could more fully realize this near and dear relationship!
How would it tend to reconcile to the portion allotted us in this vale of
tears! How prompt to the exclamation, "The cup that my FatheT hath
given me, shall I not drink it 1" Oh, if we could but more fully enter
into the position expressed in the Canticles, as descriptive of Jesus and
His bride, how very different we should feel to what, alas! for most
part we experience! Speaking of the safety of the Church, TOPLADY
says-and says truly"More happy, but not more secure,
The glorified spirits in heaven."
Hence, as we reflect upon the reply to the inquiry, "Who is this that
cometh up from the wilderness, leaning upon her Beloved 1" we may
rejoice, at the same time, in the fact that it is both her province and
her privilege to "roll her burden upon the Lord "-yea, to " cast all her
care upon Him, for He careth for her."
Dear brother, I envy you much in the meeting again with so many
dear brethren and sisters in the Lord; and I pray our blessed Lord
and Master that much of the dew and savour and power which the
Holy Ghost alone can bestow may be realized in your midst. In speaking
of that "name which is above every name," may it prove to be "as
ointment poured forth." Yea, may such a holy anointing and heavenly
bede\ving descend upon both speakers and hearers, as to render the
gathering at the Victoria Rooms a sweet antepast and a blessed foretaste
of that grand assembly above, "where the inhabitant shall never say, I
am sick; and the people who dwell therein shall be forgiven their
iniquity."
D. A. DOUDNEY.

The Ea1'ly Baptist History of PortsTMllth.

Compiled from Original SourcelJ
by F. RIDOUTI. Landport: Chamberlain.
THIS is a book of special interest, more particularly to those who, in
early life, as was the case with ourselves, were familiar with many of
the names a sketch of whose histories is given in the work. For
example, we find a sketch of the career of Mr. HORSEY and Mr. MIALL.
The last-mentioned we were in the habit of hearing as a youth. His
venerable appearance we have never forgotten, and one of his sayings
remains with us to this day, after an interval of some seventy years.
" vVere I," said he, "brought within one step of heaven, and left to
take that step myself, I should step into hell!" What would the contenders for creature progress and fleshly perfection say to such a
statement ~ How, in these days of pride and vain boast, would it be
ignored! We rejoice in the testimony of these men of God, as standing
in such striking contrast to the teaching of the present times. Could
these former servants of the Most High rise from their graves, and see
fOt' themselves the state of things which prevails, even in their own
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former spheres of labour, assuredly their hearts would weep at the discovery of the mock system of so-called religion that, alas! so rapidly
increases. We cordially recommend this interesting work.

•

F1'om the Loom to the Gown. London: Nisbet and Co.
THIS is a most interesting book, and ought to be widely spread for
the, benefit ·of the rising generation. It is the history of one who, at
the age of iour years, was left in charge of a devoted mother by a
God-fearing father, who, in dying, felt assured that the child of many
prayers would be watched over by Him who has promised to be "a
Father to the fatherless," as well as a" Judge of the widow." Matter
of fact is apparent upon every page of the book. In stage after stage
we meet with the' plain and simple evidence that he of whom the
work speaks was neither ashamed of his lowly origin, nor does he fail
to testify of the good and gracious Hand by which he had been led
from obscurity to prominence. Another most marked and grateful
feature of the book is what is so lacking in these days of compromise
and expediency, namely, the most thorough and outspoken Protestantism.
It is Jar, far removed from the supineness and the, superficial character
of present day ,so· called religion. We hope the book will meet with
the demand to which it is highly entitled. We have read it throughout with deepest interest and approval.
The Shepherd Psalm. By F. B. MEYER, RA., Author of "The Present
Tenses of the Blessed Life," &c. London: Morgan and Scott.
WELL does the author testif.v ()f this precious portion of the divine
Word as being "the Psalm of Psalms." Well does he also testify that
"in millions ot cases the fourth verse has been the la"lt words uttered
by dying souls." "That is my creed," said one whom the author
quotes. "I need, I desire, no other. I learned it from my mother's
lips. I have repeated it every morning, when I awoke, for the last
twenty years, yet I do not half understand it. I am only beginning
now to spell out its infinite meaning, and death will come on me with
the task unfinished. But, by the grace of Jesus, I will hold on by this
Psalm as my creed, and will strive to believe it, and to live it, for I
know it will lead me to the cross-it will guide me to glory." ,Ve
have read this work throughout with deepest interest, and warmly
recommend it.

THE TOPLADY HALL.
WE thapkfully acknowledge the receipt of the following contributions
to the Fund for supplying twenty-five thousand copies of the Penny
Edition of "'Walks and Talks with Jesus," as proposed in our last
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Inskip, Clifton, £10; Mrs. Ogden, Grantham, £5; Mrs. Burrs, Old
Hill, £5; Miss Pool, Wilmslow, £ I ; "A Lover of the old Hymn,
'Rock of Ages,'" 2s. 6d.; "A Friend," £1; Mr. C. Lomax, Warrington, £1; Mrs. and Miss Wilkinson, Dublin, 15s.; W. W., London,
1I)s.; Margaret, 2s. od.; D. Manons, Petwortb, 5s.; Rev. W. Sykes,
2". 6d.; Mrs. Bytes, £5; E. H., 58.; Miss Luscombe, Plymouth, £1.
[The foregoing receipts apply to date, September 20th.]
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