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Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to conofort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. i.

THE TRIAL AND THE TRIUMPH.
"In the worlet ye shalt have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I
have overcome the 1corld." - JORN xvi. 33.

BELOVED REA.DERs,-Many of you will remember my stating,
that, during the night, upon the opening of the present year, the
Lord was pleased to give me three portions of His blessed Word.
The first was, "My God shall supply all your need, according to
His riches in glory by Ohrist Jesus."
The second was, "I am
the Lord that healeth thee."
The third, "In the world ye shall
have. tribulation: but be of good cheer j I have overcome the
world."
Now, as you are aware, in our May and June Numbers, we
commented upon the first-named passage; let us now, therefore,
consider the third portion, as far as the Lord may enable. There
are three leading thoughts, beloved, which present themselves in
regard to our subjectFirst, The Olaims of Trial.
Secondly, The Oharacter of Trial.
Thirdly, The Oonsequences of Trial.
Now, first. The Claims uf Tt'ial. A.t first sight, the idea may
seem strange. The reader may, perhaps, mentally exclaim, "What
claim has trial upon me?" Ah, dear friend, depend upon it, in
proportion as we-know somewhat of ourselves, we shall discover
yet more and more the claim trial has upon us. In other words,
we shall see our character and circumstances were such as to
necessitate trial, and why? Because we were so unwary of dangerso ignorant of the fact of our very disposition and temperament
expotling us to certain perils and besetments brought to bear upon
us by our keen, ever-vigilant, and powerful enemy. There is not
a position in which we could be placed, nor a single day or hour,
of which Satan would not seek to take advantage. Either as "a
,roaring lion, going about, seeking whom he may devour," or "trans~
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forming himself into an angel of light," would he seek to assault,
to captivate, and (if possible)· to destroy.
The aim and effort of Satan, in regard to his object and
designs upon mankind in general, but more particularly upon God's
servants, may be gathered from the facts left upon record, both
with'respect to the patriarch Job and the Apostle Peter. With
reference to the one, we read that" There was a day when the sons
of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan
came also among them. And the Lord said unto Satan, Whence
eomest thou? Then Satan answered the Lord, and said, From
. going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in
it. And the Lord said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my
servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect
and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil?
Then Satan answered the Lord, and said, Doth Job fear God for
nought? Hast not Thou made an hedge about him, and about
his house, and about all that he hath on every side? Thou hast
blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in
the land. But put forth Thine hand now, and touch all that he
hath, and he will curse Thee to Thy face. And the Lord said
.unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only upou
himself put not forth thine hand. So Satan went forth from the
presence of the Lord 'J (Job i. 6-12). We know what followed.
Satan did his utmost to destroy Job, iu spite of the restraining
limit that was affixed to the permission given him: "Only upon
himself put not forth thine hand." As yet dissatisfied with the
havoc he had effected, the great adversary makes another attempt
to secure Job as his prey; and, in doing so, we have a striking
insight into his character, as given in the record: "Again there
was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves
before the Lord, and Satan came also among them to present
himself before the Lord. And the Lord said unto Satan, From
whence earnest thou? And Satan answered the Lord, and said,
From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and
down in it" (Job ii. 1, 2). Mark this, reader, "From g()ing to
and fro in the earth, and walking up and down in it." What a
state of unrest! How marked the design and the perpetual perseverance. What, to all intents and purposes, must ba the hapless
consequences, but for the counteracting power, as declared by the
Prophet Isaiah, "In that day sing ye unto her, A vineyard of red
wine. I the Lord do keep it j I will water it every moment: lest
any hurt it, I will keep it night and day"? (Isaiah xxvii. 2, 3.)
But again we read, with respect to Job, "And the Lord said
unto Satan, Hast thou considered My servant Job, that there is
none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one
that feareth God, and eseheweth evil? and still he holdeth fast his
integrity, although thou movedst Me against him, to destroy him

The Gospel M agazinc.
without cause. And Satan answered the Lord, and said, Skip.
for skin, yea, all that a man hath will h~ give for his life. But
put forth Thine hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and
.he will curse Thee to Thy face. And the Lord said unto Satan,
Behold, he is in thine hand; but save his life" (Job ii. 3-6).
Again, observe the restriction, dear reader; and what a restriction ! But for it. what must have speedily been the issue, in
regard to poor Job? smitten, as he was, "with sore boils, from
the sole of his foot unto his crown. And he took a potsherd t.o
scrape himself withal; and he sat down among the ashes." When
his three friends come to mourn with him and to comfort him,
"they lifted up their ,eyes afar off, and knew him not, they lifted
up their voice, and wept; and they rent everyone his mantle, and
sprinkled dust upon their heads toward heaven. So they sat down
with him upon the ground seven days and seven nights, and none
spake a word unto him: for they saw that his grief was. very
great" (Job ii. 12, 13). What a proof and what an example
;does Job's condition and circumstances present as to the desperate
character of Satan, and how does it prove the craft and artifice
that prompt him to entice, insinuate, and allure with all his
pretended and pernicious pleasures and gilded delights. With
Bible facts illustrated and confirmed as they are day by day, by
the diabolical acts and doings of men, how do the disregard and
heedlessness of the counsels and cautions of the Sacred Word
,prove the desperate condition into which men have fallen by sin
and transgression.
Again, with respect to the Apostle Peter, what a key is given
as to the purpose and design of' Satan. "Simon," said Jesus,
"Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat:
but I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when
thou art converted [turned again] strengthen thy brethren" (Luke
xxii. 31, 32). Peter was to give practical testimony to his own
weakness and sinfulness, and to the watchful eye, as weil as
.restraining and restoring power of Jesus.
The careful consideration of the character of the great adversary
-his subtilty-his tactics-the numberless methods he adoptsthe resources at his command-the universality of the beings he
assails-his unwearying perseverance-his success, are all matters
for the very deepest and most humiliating reflection.
Such considerations may well render it a reason of surprise
that any escape his vigilance, or successfully resist and overcome
his power, inasmuch as in every human heart the great enemy"
has an ally-one ready to heed and to help. There was One, and
One only, who could say, "The prince of this world cometh, and
hath nothing in Me." Not a son or daughter of our fallen
federal h~ad-not a single descendant of Adam, or one of the
whole human family, myriads upon myriads of which it consists,
:l
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could ever claim exception from the universal rule, "There is none
righteous, no, not one: there is none that understandeth, there is
nOne that seekeih after God. They are all gone out of the way,
they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth
good, no, not one" (Rom. iii. 10-1~). Seeing, therefore,' that all
by nature are "earthly, sensual, devilish" (Jas. iii. 15), and that
"the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to
the law of God, neither indeed can be" (Rom. viii. 7), it is marvellous
that any should overcome the wicked one.
But (blessed be God!) strong and vigilant and successful as Satan
may be, there is One that is stronger than he-One who has
graciously and condescendingly said, "When the enemy shall come
in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard against
him" (Isa. lix. 19). Moreover, with respect to the sin that
dwelleth in us, and the corruption which we inherit from our
fallen parMts-for we were "shapen in' iniquity; and in sin did
our mothers conceive us" (Psa. li. 5)-yet (adored be His name!)
the Lord hath promised, "Sin shall not have dominion over you:
for ye are not under the law, but under grace" (Rom. vi. 14).
Again, it is recorded, for the comfort of every sin-convinced and
conscience-smitten soul, "Greater is He that is in you, than he
that is in the world" (1 John iv. 4).
Moreover, whilst, on the one hand, the question is asked, " Shall
the prey be taken from the mighty, or the lawful oaptive delivered?" (Isa. xlix. 24;) on the other hand, it is recorded, "Thou
hast ascended on high, Thou hast led captivity captive: Thou
hast received gifts for men; yea, for the rebellious also, that the
Lord God might dwell among them" (Psa. lxviii. 18). Be it
remembered that this was prophesied upwards of a thousand years
before it was fulfilled, and yet it is spoken of as a thing absolutely done! Since, therefore, it was in due time literally accomplished, it bespeaks the fact of the same unerring certainty of
all things concerning Christ and His work being as fully and as
gloriously brought about. "Heaven and earth shall pass away:
but My words shall not pass away" (Luke xxi. 33).
Tempted as some may be to doubt and fear the possibility of
such sinners as they feel themselves to be, and allied to the
wicked one as they are, ever becoming victorious over sin, Satan,
and the world, let such be encouraged by the fact recorded,
"Men verily swear by the greater: and an oath for oonfirmation
is to them an end of all strife. Wherein God, willing more abun.dantly to show unto the heirs of promise the immutability of His
counsel, confirmed it by an oath: that by two immutable things,
in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong
consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope
set before us: which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both
sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that within the veil;
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w,hither the Forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an
High Priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec" (Heb. vi. 16
-20). In the days of His flesh, Jesus said, "My sheep hear My
voice, and I know them, and they follow Me: and I give unto
them eternllil life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any
man pll+ck them out of My hand. My Father, which gave them
Me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out
of My Father's hand. I and My Father are one" (John x. 27
-30). This,. again, is in sweet harmony with the purpose and
design Jesus expressed in His memorable prayer to His Father,
just before He offered Himself a Ransom in His people's behalf:
"Fath.el1," said He, " I will that they also, whom Thou hast given
Me, ba .with Me where I am; that they may behold My glory,
which Th9u hast given Me: for Thou lovedst Me before the
foundation of the world. 0 righteous Father, the world hath not
known Thee: but I have known Thee, and these have known
that Thou hast sent Me. And I have declared unto them Thy
name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith Thou ~ast
loved Me may be in them, and I in them" (John xvii. 24-26).
'rhus we see, whatever may be the craft or power of the great
adversary, and however deceitful, treacherous, and sinful our own
hearts, looking unto and leaning upon Jesus, there is nought to fear,
for (blessed be His name!) He is "able to do exceeding abundantly
above all thltt we ask or [even] think" (Eph. iii. 20).
Let us, moreover, neve\, overlo.ok the fact that He hath said;
"The race is not to the swift, nor the battlE! to the strong"
(Eccles. ix. 11), but "the lame take the prey" (Iso.. xxxiii. 23).
He hath graciously promised, to,o, that, "He will give power to the
faint; and to them that have no might He will increase strength.
Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men
shall utterly fall: but they that wait upon the Lord shall renew
their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they
shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint"
(Iso.. xl. 29-31).
Thus we see, dear reader, as a gracious an,d a glorious set-off
against our constantly-renewed discovery of the need of trial, as a
means of drawing or driving us to the Lord, our one only
Refuge and Strength, Sustainer and Deliverer, what an abundant warrant the Scriptures afford us for betaking ourselves to
Him, that we might test Him and prove Him, in those great
and gracious characters in which He stands revealed to his Church.
And need we g,ppeal to the personal knowledge and praotical
experience of those who know the Lord, and whose souls He has
"known in adversities," for proof and confirmation of that absolute need of trial of which we have spoken? Oh, beloved, what
did you and I know of ourselves and what of our great and
gracious Sustainer, Defender, and Deliverer, apart from trial or
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temptation, Buffering and sorrow? Ah! little indeed do we even
now know. notwithstanding all our conflicts, privations, losses and
crosses. Trivial indeed is our knowledge-small and insignificant
our attainments, in spite of all; but what would it have beenwhat could it have been-but for the trials and the teachingsthe temptations and the triumphs-the dangers and the deliverances-the sufferings and the succour-the" fears" of the creature,
and the "fear nots" of our God? Ah! what indeed? In the
retracing, beloved, our, it may be, lengthened as well as chequered
pathway, oh, what helping Hand-what sustaining strengthwhat delivering mercy-what "hope to the end," but what has
been closely associated-yea, definitely identified-with trial or
temptation-suffering or sorrow-of some sort? What a connection that-what an identity that-of which the Psalmist speaks,
"I was brought low, and He helped me" (Psa. cxvi. 6).
There is not a question but every tried and experienced child
of God will most readily admit, that the little he knows of himself, and the little he knows of his dear Lord and Master, is
inseparable from trial and affliction. Need we appeal to the
personal experience of those taught of God, upon these grounds?
Sure we are that, if thus appealed to, they would at once testify
that their hopes of an interest in the Lord and of His interest in
them, were grounded upon certain seasons of trial and times of
adversity, wherein the wisdom and the strength of the creature
failed, but that the arm of the Lord was so made bare, His interposing, sustaining, and delivering hand was so marked, as led such
to hope in His mercy; and that, in spite of personal sin and
demerit, they took comage, hoping that His sustaining and
delivering mercy, so timely experienced, was an indication that
the Lord's "thoughts towards them were thoughts of peace and
.
not of evil, to give them an expected end."
With the personal admission of the absolute need of trial of
some sort, let us proceed, dear reader, secondly, to consider,

:

THE CHARACTER OF TRIAL.

This opens a wide field for thought; and, upon the very threshold
of our subject, I cannot but remonstrate (as often before I have
done) upon the extreme folly of making comparisons with respect
to trial. There is an ever-constant liability of our falling into this
snare, for a snare it most certainly is. Trial is not to be measured
by its nature or degree. In itself it may be trifling or otherwise.
Moreover, what might be a trial to one, would not be so to another.
The matter is summed up in one word, Whatever, in His infinite
wisdom, the Almighty intends to be a trial, as far as His children
are concerned, shall be such. At the same time, when He visits
therewith, there is no management nor removal thereof, upon the

....
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part of the creature. It is the Lord, and the Lor\l al('me, can
control, regulate, or remove. As to its nature or magnitude, it
may be that its very littleness or insignificance, constitutes in no
small degree its weight, vexation, and annoyance. So trifling in
itself it may appear, and by comparison with others, that the subject of it feels compelled as it were to withhold a knowledge of it
from others (lest it should expose him to censure and ridicule), and
thus the concealment and reserve adds to its nature and operation.
Moreover,. this or that one may be called to endure trial of the
very keenest and most cutting description, where those nearest and
dearest to them have not, at the time, the slightest suspicion of
the fact. A case of this kind occurs to me at the moment of
writing. Both the subject of the trial, and the dear sister in the
faith to whom she stated the facts, and who afterwards related them
to me, have since been called home, and are now with the Lord.
The lady in question was living in luxury, not having the slightest
suspicion but what all, in regard to her husband's engagements,
were of the most successful character. Her fortune-that in her
own right-was involved; but, whilst she had thus no concern about
merely temporal matters, her soul was in a state of anguish. Such
was the power of the adversary over her, that, for example, it
was with the greatest difficulty she could sit or kneel during the
little family service morning and evening. I will not attempt here
to repeat the keenness of her exercises, as she afterwards described
them to her friend and confidante. Similar was her state of mind
as she drove in her carriage through the streets. At length a
mercantile crash came. Her husband had lost her property, as
well as his own. But, with reverse of 9ircumstances, the Lord was
not only pleased to calm the troubled spirit, and remove the
anguish under which she had so long suffered; but, in lieu thereof,
to possess her with a surrender-a calmness-a peace which indeed
passed all understanding. She became (according to her own
testimony) a far happier and much more contented woman when
walking the streets to shop or market, with a basket upon her arm,
than when driving in her carriage in first-rate "tyle. Ah! dear
reader, what cannot our God accomplish? "Is there anything
too hard for the Lord?" Depend upon it, it is a verity, "Better
is a little with the fear of the Lord than great treasure and
trouble therewith" (Prov. xv. 16).
But now as to trial. As an example of the folly of comparing
trials, of which I have spoken, I heard but recently of a case of
one of the most sorely and continuously-afflicted persons with
whom I am acquainted, who would be terror-stricken at sight of
a mouse ! Yet she bears her affliction, week after week, month
after month, year after year, with the utmost cheerfulness. She
wears (I had nearly said) a perpetual smile, and from her lips
not the sha.dow of a murmur or fault-finding is ever to be heard.
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. Here is a contrast. The late Miss KING (a dear child of God),
sorely afflicted and keeping her bed for some thirty years, had a·
little white mouse for her day-and-night companion. In my first
visit to her sick chamber, such was the glowing spirituality of
her conversation, that some two to three hours had passed,
without my having the least idea of the fact; and, when I spoke
to her of her sufferings, to my perfect surprise, I found she had
been in intense pain the whole time. Her serenity and cheerful
bearing had .completely deceived me; otherwise my visit would
.
not have been prolonged as it was.
ELIZABETH STREET was another thirty years' bed-ridden sufferer,
yet visits to her sick-chamber from time to time were of the most
cheering, soul-strengthening de!'cription. Another dear sufferer
from cancer is presented to the mind (the late Mrs. DOCKER).
"Oh," she said, with a smile one day, as she lay suffering, her
very life-blood Howing from her, "I don't envy you," referring
to one's health and being enabled to go hither and thither, in
such contrast to her weak, suffering, and disabled condition.
Ah! dear reader, what shame I take to myself as I contrast
my position and circumstances with others. When I think of
those I have visited, and what I have witnessed, in the course of
my lengthened parochial experience, I blush for myself, in regard
to any little ailments of which I may now be the subject; yea,
I am ashamed, even by comparing my present condition and my
recoiling from pain or suffering, with what I myself have undergone in days that are past, from severe attacks of gout, or when,
from some other cause, I have been laid asidA and, for the time
being, powerless. When laid by with a sprained ankle, brought
to the very verge of the grave thereby, and unable to walk but
with crutches for many weeks, how I envied the labourer, as I
saw him going to and fro. Thought I, "Oh, if ever I should
be able to walk again, how grateful shall I be! Never, never
shall I forget my present position and thorough helplessness!" I
mentally exclaimed. Alas! alas! where is the grateful remembrance? where the becoming acknowledgment and the childlike
trust and dependence? Ah, where, where, indeed? "Is this thy
kindness to thy Friend?" well may the Lord ask.
A dear Ohristian lady called upon me, a few days since; and,
as I contemplated what she had passed through, I sat with adoring
and wonder at the goodness, the all-sufficiency, the divine faithfulness of our God. She was the lady who, at the time of the
siege of ParIs, was marched away by the Oommune to be shot,
because of distributing tracts to the soldiers as they passed the
gates of the parsonage where she and her husband and family
resided.· Her rescue was perfectly marvellous. I had nearly said,
miraculous; and yet, at the time and under the circumstances,
she was calm and self-possessed to the utmost; and so gracious
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and'so considerate was the Lord,that her dear and since departed
husband knew nothing of the circumstances till afterwards, and
until she. had· made her escape llnd returned to her home. in
safety; Well may we say, "What hath God wrought?" and
well may we exclaim :with the Psalmist, "Oh that men would
praise the Lord for His goodness, and for His wonderful works
to the children of men!" (Psa. eviL)
I thought, as I sat listening to that now bereaved one, "How
true is the Lord to His word-how certain the fulfilment. of His
promise, "As thy days so shall thy strength be."
"Ye fearful saints, fresh courage
take,
The clouds ye so much dread
Are higwith mercy, and shall break
In blessings on your head.

"Judge not the Lord by feeble
sense,
But trust Him for His grace;
Behind a frowning providence
He hides a smiling face,

" Blind unbelief is sure to err,
And scan His work in vain;
God is His own Interpreter,
And He will make it plain."

Dear reader, placed as I am at this moment, and in a 8tate of
great uncertainty about my little future, I have been mentally
going over the foregoing lines, as set to one of our dear old tnnes.
May the Lord, of His great mercy, grant me the renewed rich
experience and personal realization of their trnthfulness and power.·
But I must pass on to my third and last point, and that briefly,
namely,
THE CONSEQUENCES OF TRIAL.

Well, as far as the dear children of' God are concerned, they
are by no means disastrous, evil, or to be lamented, but (bleEsed
be God!) quite the contrary. So completely is the entire of. the
pilgrim's pathway under the direction, management, and control
of the Most High, that it is utterly impossible anything can mar
or militate against that precious testimony of the Apostle's, as
expressed in Romans viii. 28, "We know that all things work
together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called
according to His p.urpose." It must be so, seeing that infinite
wisdom, boundless love, omnipotent power, and universal dominion
are the essential characteristics of J ehovah. In spite of the sin·
and folly, frowardness and helplessness, of His poor but chosen,
purchased, and redeemed ones, the Lord J ehovah stands related to
them as Father and Friend, Husband and Brother. He has, more- .
over, entered into certain covenant engagements on their behalf,so
that His character and that covenant are at stake. His word and
warrant are involved in their security and final conquest over sin,
death, and hell. ~oreover, in proof 6f J ehovah's interest in His
• Written ill St. Luke's Vicarage summer-houae, Sunday evening, August 3rd, 1890.
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people and their time-state, as well as future and eternal condition,

we read in the thirty-seventh Psalm, "The steps of a good man
are ordered by the Lord, and He delighteth in his way."
We may add, moreover, and that in the face of a carping and
criticising 'world, that, whatever may have been their portion in this
life, as to trial, affiiction, loss or cross, there never was, nor will
there be, a pilgrim, out. of that vast "number that no man can
number," but what, in the final issue, as a blessed and happy consequence of all the Fatherly discipline to which he has been
called to submit, will testify that that Father and Friend, that
Husband and Brother, "hath done all things well."
In regard to the happy consequences and blessed effects of trial,
and the sure triumph to which sanctified affliction and divine
discipline lead, the words of Jesus, "Be of good cheer; I have overcome the world," are fraught with the richest consolation. They
bespeak such an identity-so complete a oneness of interest-His
cause and their cause are virtually one and the same. How confirmatory, moreover, of that precious truth, "Ye have no need to
fight in this battle; the battle is not yours, but the Lord's"! In
further proof of the oneness and identity of the cause, Jesus said,
".:Because I live, ye shall live also." Hence, how secure are the
Lord's people ! Well may we add, "Happy are the people that
are in such a case: yea, happy are the people whose God is the
Lord" (Psa. cxliv. 15).
St. Luke's, Bcdminster, August 4th, 1890.
THE EDITOR.
GOD CARES.
"He carteth f01' Y011."-1

does God care P" the ques·
tion's asked,
" And is the Bible true P"
"Indeed God cares," my friend replied,
." He cares for me and you."
"AND

'Twas just His care that sent His
Son
To come and take our place;
He left His Father's home above
To save our sinful race.
He came: a manger for His bed,
He lived, and worked, and died;
Upon the cross the Saviour bled,
And there was crucified.

PETER

v. 7.

Oh, wondrous love! to bleed and
die
To put away our sin,
That sinners such as you and I
May endless glory win.
Indeed God cares; look all
around,
For God is everywhere;
A. sparrow falls not to the ground
Without our Father's care.
His

Word a joyful message
bringsOh, hear it while you ma/A message from the King 0 kings;
It speaks to you to.day !

"Come unto Me whoever will,"
God cares for you and me,
For God is Love, He loveth still,
Then come, "salvation's free."
AUNT

Lucy.
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TRINITY EXAMINATION.
"Examine me, 0 Lord, and prove me; try my reins and my hea?·t."-l
PSALM xxvi. 2.
EDUCATION is the order of the day, and' important it is in its place.
.The air is full of "Exams.," and even the children of our workpeople
are now fuH of boast at the" Exams." they have passed through. For
one, I believe secular education is overdone, and the brains and bodies
of our little ones sadly strained. Well, as a creeping one in the school
of Christ, let us come to our Examination. We may know little of
Hebrew and Greek, and yet (blessed be God!) be acquainted with the
language of heaven. We have dipped a little into that Book of books, .
the Word of God, and we trust that, through the Spirit's teaching, we
are being made "wise unto salvation"; and this is the most important
teaching of all, for it is not for time merely, but for eternity.
The sweet singer of Israel, in the Psalm before us, is upon "Examination," but what does he mean when using such language as this:
"Judge me, 0 Lord; for I have walked in mine integrity: examine
me, and prove me; try the reins of my heart" ~ when he was a man
that had utterly failed, and given the greatest proof of the weakness
of poor human nature. Yet here we have him appealing to the great
Searcher of hearts, whom none can deceive, and craving of Him, examination of "the very reins," yea, deep recesses of his heart. Well,
a little inquiry into his position at this time will, I think, clear this
matter. The fact is, the children of Israel had desired a king. Saul
is given to them, who proved a curse and not a blessing, and the
kingdom is taken from him and given to David, "a man after God's
own heart." Then commenced the distressing persecutions which David
endured at the hand of Saul, under which he appeals to the Most
High, as to the integrity of his purpose. He is, in all this, but a
type of Christ, who, when He was appointed to His kingdom, met·
with the most violent opposition on His way to the throne. His,
deep afflictions-His great deliverance-His final triumph-are foreshadowed in David's experience. And these things are true in a higher
sense than David endured them. It is clear, then, that when David
states before the Lord that he had "walked innocently," and with
"integrity," that he does not pretend to anything of a spotless life or
creature sanctity. He means that he had done nothing against Saul.
His cause was a righteous one; and, with heart sincerity, he could
appeal to the righteous Judge of all the earth upon the matter.
" Judge me, 0 Lord; for I have walked in my integrity: examine mE',
o Lord, and prove me; try my reins and my heart."
It may be that one or more of my readers are exercised with some
cause at heart. It is often so. Well, let them appeal to the Most
High, and, in doing so, "roll their burden upon the Lord." It shall
all work for their good, according to promise; and, though trying at
the time, triumph is theirs in store. David was not alone. Even
among the Scripture worthies, many are the cases given of God's ser-
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vants being tried in a righteous cause, and their appeal, like David's,
has been to their Divine, Helper, the God of their salvation. For
instance, Nehemiah's was a righteous cause-the care of the Lord's
persecuted and distressed people of Jerusalem. And when Sanballat,
the. Horonite, and Tobiah, the Ammonite servant, tempted him to
leave the work in hand and come down to counsel with them-not he !
Ti?-e servant of the Lord saw through their treachery, uttering those
fl,rm and memorable words, "I am doing a great work, so that I cannot come down; why should the work cease, whilst I leave it, and
come down to you ~ "
Other cases might be mentioned from the Scripture of truth, but it
may be that there is some fellow-pilgrim reading our words who has
some trying cause in hand. The way is hedged up; the surroundings
are difficult to understand; the conflict is great; but, brother or sister
in the Lord, if it is that which thou canst approach the Lord concerning,
and appeal to Him, "Ye shall not need to fight in this battle: set
yourselves, stand ye still, and see the salvation of the Lord with you."
Has He not marvellously worked for you in the past? He will do so
still. Fear not, nor be dismayed; He has further triumphs ahead for
you, for He must be glorified. In connection with his righteous cause,
David said, "I have trusted also in the Lord," and none ever trust
Him in vain. That is a beautiful expression he uses in connection
with his appeal to God to judge and examine his heart; he says, "Judge
me, 0 Lord; for I have walked in mine integrity: I have trusted
also in the Lord; therefore I shall not slide." The platform of trust
is no sliding one-it is solid standing. We may be among the lone
ones, but can never be among His lost ones, for He has none, having
promised, "I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee."
A dear brother in the Lord, to whom we handed one of our Wayside Tracts, entitled, "Ebbing Moments," said, after reading it, "But,
oh, what I liked so was the expression uttered by the tried widow, 'I'm
a lone widow, but the Lord has never left me.''' No, beloved, you
may be. in circumstances lone and lowly, but if your trust is in Him,
and if. )'ou are one of His, He will never leave you. "I will never
leave thee, nor forsake thee," are His own gracious and comforting
words. "For thy Maker is thine Husband; the Lord of hosts is his
name; and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel." "Fear not: for I
am with thee": "I have called thee by thy name "-" created thee for
My glory." "There is none that can deliver out of My hand: I will
work, and who shall let it 1" Oh, beloved, as I write these words of
comfort and assurance, I fall back with cheeks suffused with tears, exclaiming, "Marvellous! merciful! overwhelming is the goodness of our
God!" with adoring gratitude I shout His praise.
But again, referring to "trusting Him." Not that we can at any
time boast of our trust. Our faith is very often very feeble, and our
mistrust makes us ashamed of ourselves. After so many mercies and
blessings received, one's depression and misgivings are astonishing;
but the'Lord "knoweth our frame and remembereth that we are but
dust." He is not angry.' "Like as a father pitieth his children, so the
L(}Jd.·lpitieth them that fear Him"; and, in spite of all slippings and
Satan's' trippings-no, we shall not slide into hell. If this wel'e
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possible, Christ would have to 'COme and fetch us out. He hath
pledged His word to save, and save He will, for "salvation is of the
Lord." If you want to learn this lesson more completely and confidently, spell over every word of that little chapter, big with divine
import, the eleventh of Isaiah; may God the Spirit seal it home with
power divine upon your hearts.
Well then, beloved, "Examination" is our word at this time, and we
will come to what we have called the scrutiny of an all-searching God,
a Trinity examination. The Persons of the Trinity searching into our
standing and position is an important ordeal. Can we crave the
searching eye of the Almighty into the matter of our souls' standing
for eternity ~ I am perfectly sure we cannot, if there is the least
dependence being placed in the creature, or in anything of creature
doings; but if there is an entire abnegation of self, and a simple
resting by faith upon the finished work of Christ, this will do. The
.Eternal Father will look with satisfaction upon the face of His Anointed,
and accept us in the Beloved.
Then, again, if there is to be an examination, there must have been
a Teacher. Who is our Teacher, and what has He taught us ~ Is -the
Teacher the Holy Ghost ~ If so, we may be sure of the teaching.
"They shall all be taught of the Lord." The Spirit's teaching will
bear the scrutiny of a covenant God; He never teaches error, but the
truth, according to Christ's promise, "He shall lead you into all truth."
Oh, can we not say concerning the blessed Book the Holy Spirit teaches
u.s from, that the VVord of God is precious to our souls ~ May it
become more and more so. May its prophecies be those we watch and
wait for in their· unfolding, especially the prophecy of the Second
Coming of Christ. Without being wise above that which is written,
and determining with carnal reason the time and season, every true
child of God will be found patiently waiting for this glorious event.
May, too, the promises of God's Word be rested upon in our times of
distress and difficulty, sorrow and weakness; may we trust, and not be
afraid to trust. May its pTecepts, too, be carried out by us in the
strength of the Lord, that it may be seen our religion is not that of
profession, but possession, and we testify in life's walk and conduct
that we are on the Lord's side. May its portions be our daily food,
the hidden manna, picked up as ordained, and covered with the dew
of the Spirit. Oh, beloved, if our life-book is the Bible, and our
Teacher the Holy Spirit, we can stand, and shall successfully pass
through a Trinity examination to which we are referring; for "the
wayfaring man, though a fool, shall not err therein."
Again, with regard to sfml and self-examination, many excellent people
are found putting themselves, in HANNAH MOORE style, to a daily
searching scrutiny-" Have I done this ~ or have I done the other 1"
I do not feel I can try myself by such a hard-and-fast line, bu~ am
obliged to acknowledge I too often "leave undone the things I ought
to do, and do the things I ought not to do;" but here is my comfort and
consolation, Christ has left nothing undone for me. If my doings are full
of imperfections and failures, His work is perfect; there is no flaw or
failure with Him. One thing I find-and so do you, beloved, and' so
did and said the Apostle Paul-the Lord "fills up that which is behind
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.ofthe ami~tions of Christ in my flesh, for His body's sake, :which is
the Church." This brings me to nothingness of spirit, to be used by
.Him as He pleases, that He may be all and in all.
But David desires the Lord to examine the very reins of his heartthat is, his" secret thoughts." Well, with regard to such" secret tho~tghts,"
there are two things especially noticeable, namely, our treMherous hearts,
and the devices of Satan.
· Our treacherous hearts. Ah! beloved, with the knowledge of what
often passes on within, can we claim exemption from anything that is
·unholy 1 Take only" the lusts of the flesh." If we think we are proof
against these, let us mark Solomon's fall. Hue was a man endued, at
·his own craving, with wisdom from on high, giving abundant proof of
·that wisdom in precept, proverb, and song; yet what does the Word
say about his terrible fall 1 "But King Solomon loved many strange
women. . . . . And the Lord was angry with Solomon, because his
heart was turned from the Lord God of Israel, which had appeared unto
him twice. . . . . Wherefore, the Lord said unto Solomon, Forasmuch
as this is done of thee, and thou hast not kept My covenant and My
statutes, which I have commanded thee, I will surely rend the kingdom
.from thee, and give it to thy servant." Ah! there will be a rending
of heart if the lusts of the flesh are yielded to. Our mercy is, the
rending will not prove our ruin, although we deserve it, for God is
:merciful and gracious, ready to forgive.
Then, again, with regard to the treachery of the heart, ob, what a
tendency there is to creature pride! I am sure ministers of the Gospel
will go with us when we say, and this, too, in connection with our
testimony, we are apt to think great things of self, and that we have
·been specially successful in our discourses. Well, I have known the
Lord pull this check-string for our benefit: He has sent someone to us,
.who has made us an offender for a word, and when we have thought
he has come to praise, such an one has said, "You misquoted such a
passage; you ought to have said so and so." Or, if not, some disagreement upon a doctrinal point. And so all creature pride has been knocked
out of us, and the would-be great man has sunk into nothingness of
spirit. He is, however, on safer ground in this heartfelt nothingness
·than in his pluming himself in pride. So the Lord teaches, so the
Lord humbles.
We do know what it is, in the midst of life's pressure, when the
moments of the day are so absorbed in earthly care-yet, in the
midst of all, to gain some little outgoings after Christ; and a portion
or promise does at times flow in with power and become exceeding
precious and pointed. But with some it is in the night seasons they
get their most fruitful moments, when all is hushed in silence; then
do the outgoings of the soul flow in fervour after Jesus. "By night
on my bed," says the Church, "I sought Him whom my soul loveth."
Ah! But she found Him not; no, not at the moment of her seeking;
but, restles.s, she resorts to other means; but no, all remains dark and
dreary. But presently He breaks in upon her of Himself; then can
she joyfully say, "I have found Him whom my soul loveth: I held
Him fast and would not let Him go, until I had brought Him unto
the inner courts of the comfort of His love." Here .was faith and its
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fruits. Oh, to know more of such precious dealings with the Beloved
of our souls!
But, speaking of the pride of one's treacherous heart, the Lord secs
fit often to send an afflictive providence to keep down such pride, and
to cause us to walk humbly before Him. Not that sorrow, of itself,
does this; we have seen again and again the sufferer as proud as the
scornful. No; it must be sanctified affliction, to be of real benefit to
us; and the Lord sees fit that the ordeal should be painful, that
natural pride may be subdued, and the heart become softened by His
grace. We _often sigh, " Oh, why am I so specially tried and afflicted 1"
Ah! beloved, we can read that "why" if we more honestly read our
own hearts. There is the needs-be in our own conduct and character,
and the Lord is only acting with us in Fatherly love. But again.
The devices of Satan are extremely harassing. We are not, beloved,
"ignorant of his devices," and need much grace to set us right with
him. Lately I have had some personal fights with him on this score:
With regard to my continual writing for the Church of God, he
insinuates, " Well, with thronging duties pressed, you have no time to
write; better give it up." ", I reply, "Yes, Satan, it is true; it is in
no flowery bower, I grasp the pen to write of the Master; but let
me tell you, thn.t it is in the midst of such thronging duties that the
pressure squeezes out the most experimental thoughts and teaching;
and it is under such that the Lord specially reveals Himself, and bids
me outpour that which He pours in; and, in such flowings, He does
bless both recipient and receiver, and brings glory to His own name."
Then, again, the subtle foe insinuates, "Yes, but you have written
for so many years; and although your pennings have been a blessing,
it does not follow that they will be; for, in the present state of
religious advancement, people are tired of your old, worn-out divinity~
it is a thing of the past." " We grant you are right in view of the
professing world, but let me tell you (blessed be God!) there is one
here and another there still hungering and thirsting for the best
things; and I have testimonies from tried men of business, from the
widow in her affliction, and from the children of God in their
distresses, which prove to me that I am right; their testimonies acting
as fuel to the fire, making it burn brightly; and, under the influence
of such warmth, I write and they read, and so we go. on." Now, I only
mention this instance of the arch foe's dealings, but his devices come
in all sorts of forms. Don't attempt to meet him in thine own
strength; fly to the throne of grace, ask power from above, and the
Lord will show that, with all his apparent strength, he is but a
crushed foe. He may wound but he cannot destroy.
• No, never, dear brother, never! May the Lord, of His great mercy, enable
you to rout the tempter with a "Get thee behind me, Satan! Il as our great and
gracious Master did. We can't follow a better example. Speaking of the great
adversary, all old pilgrim of above four-score said to us, a day or two since,
" He was always a liar and a deceiver, Il which is true; and, seeing his time is
short, he has come down with greater power, and was never more vigilant than
now. But, blessed be God, he is, and ever will be, a chained foe. How can he
ever get through, or under, or over, the hedge that Jehovah hath set around and
about His people ?-En.
.
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Look, again, at David's direct appeal to the Lord. He does not say,
in his distress, "I will go to some fellow-man, and tell him of my
secret cause," but he goes direct to God, asks Him to guide and
direct him, and try the reins of his heart. Oh, what a solemn yet
silly thing it is for one man to go to a fellow-man, as feeble and
helpless as himself-for one treacherous heart to seek guidance from
another treacherous heart! The earthy to the earthy! It is a fatal
delusion; alas! spreading in our days to a fearful extent. No, beloved,
away with all fallen intermediates! we will go stmight to God-straight
to Christ-straight to the Holy Spirit-straight to the throne of grace;
the confessional in the Church of England is too great a shame to
be mentioned-a device of Satan, imported from Rome. 0 God, open
the eyes of the deceived to the deceiver's device to ruin souls. We
have the throne of grace ever open for poor sinners; we need not,
nor will we have, any confessional boxes. Away with all such abomin· able Romish devices!
There is another feature in David's conduct, in connection with
Saul's persecution, worthy of our notice. Although driven away from
God, as it were, and from the people of God, and the loved worship
of his Maker, yet in his banishment he would have nothing to do with
the wicked. "I have not," he says, very emphatically, "sat with vain
persons, neither will I go in with dissemblers. I have hated the congregation of evil doers; and will not sit with the wicked." A hallowed
,decision, an enviable firmness. No, indeed; what good, in any distress,
can the ungodly do us ~ There is such a thing in our day, greatly
enforced, of mixing and mingling in society, under the plea of charity
· and large.heartedness. Oh, it will not do for the child of God; of
this I am certain. If thought singular, be singular. If summed up
as censorious, be censorious. You cannot sr-rve God and mammon;
and any attempt at such an unholy alliance will but bring misery and
poverty of soul and spirit. ";Ye rejoice in David's decision, and would
ever in this respect follow in his footsteps. I have not, and I will
not, sit with vain persons and dissemblers. Then we have the encouragement which God's loving-kindness (or, as it is sometimes rendered,
loving-kindnesses) brings us. "Thy loving-kindness," says David, "is
eve1' befo1'e mine eyes." Yes, it is so, Lord. But for this, what should I
often do ~ I should surely sink; but again and again the proofs of
Thy loving.kindness cheer me to hold on and hope on, and to believe
that all things, however contrary (and they are so, apparently, very
often), yet that all things will work for my eternal good, according to
promise. Love, love is the basis of all His work in us and for us;
and the discipline, beloved, however painful, is all a matter of love. I
often think how lightly thought of is that expression, "God is love,"
when there is the embodiment in those three words of all that concerns
us in time and eternity.
Mark, again, dear reader, that in the deprivation David was enduring,
and the distress he was the subject of, his longing was for communion
with God in the courts of God's holiness. He expresses his hatred to the
congregation of the ungodly, but his love to be found in the congregation
· of spiritual worshippers. "Lord, I have loved the habitation of Thy
· house, and the place where Thine honour dwelleth." Oh yes, it must
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ever be so with the Lord's chilllren. Where they have heard the truth,
and received blessing in the house of God, the delight and joy is too
great and precious to be lost sight of, and its deprivation must be a
matter of distress to the longing soul. God knows, in the present state
of things, many of the Lord's people have deeply to drink into such
distress, and their only comfort is, under such circumstances, that the
Lord fulfils His promise to them, "I will be a little sanctuary to you
in the wilderness."
Well, beloved, you see our line of thought at this time. We have
noted that the education of the mind must be an important matter in
these days, but what is this compared with the education of the soul
-the training for eternity? In such education there must be, as in
the former, examination; and this is the thing, Will our position stand
the scrutiny of the all.searching eye of the Almighty ~ Can we stand
the test of a Trinity examination ~ If we can, there will be an entire
renouncing of self, and a simple resting in and upon the finished work
of Christ. With such a view, we have traced how when David appealed
to God to judge him, for he had walked in his integrity, and to examine
the very reins of his heart, he, a poor failing and falling man, did not
for a moment pretend to purity of heart and life-far from it; for
elsewhere, again and again, he acknowledges his sinfulness, and pleads
with the God of mercy for forgiveness: but what he meant was, that in
connection with the persecution of Saul, his cause was a true one, and
his conduct upright before his Maker. Then we have seen how a trustful spirit is safe standing, it will keep a man from slippery and slidini!
steps; "I have trusted also in the Lord, therefore I shall not slide."
Further, in his appeal to God to examine the very reins of his heart;
again, he did not pretend to holiness of life and a spotless character.
And so with us, beloved, our secret thoughts are not free from impurity;
but, in spite of all (blessed be God !), in the midst of life's struggles
and the daily pressure, blessed be His dear name, we have our outgoings after Jesus, and moments of solid peace and joy; especially
sometimes in the night season, when all around is quiet and at rest, we
have our seekings after Jesus, and the revelation of Himself in the
perfection of His beauty and the blessedness of His work for poor
erring sinners. Further, we have seen how precious is His loving.kindness, extended again and agllin in our experience.
And then another marked feature in David's appeal was, that, although
much tried and mistaken, grace had kept him walking in the truth, and
standing aloof from ungodly companionship. " I have not sat with vain
persons, neither gone with dissemblers;" yea, his very soul has loathed
the congregation of evil doers. Not slight keeping this, when things
seem so adverse to us. In all the deprivation he was called to endure,
he longed also for the courts of the Lord, where in former times he
had experienced such enjoyment. "Lord, I have loved the habitation
of Thy house, and the place where Thine honour dwelleth." I am sure,
in such longings, he speaks the experience of every living child of God.
I feel the importance of thus being clear upon David's appeal to his God,
that he has walked in His integrity, because we see it in so many, that
moral integrity is their religion. This was not so with David, nor with his
followers. [" Moral integrity their religion." How true, brother !-ED.]
2R
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There is just that closing expression of this 26th Psalm we must not
omit. "My foot standeth in an even place: in the congregations will
I bless the Lord;" or, as it may be rendered, " My foot standeth right."
And so it does, if it is right on the Rock of Ages; and that, too, not
one foot but both, for elsewhere God's servant rejoices that God has set
his "feet upon a rock." Arminianism places one foot off and one foot
on-an unenviable and dangerous position; but free grace places both ona firmness which Omnipotency will take good care shall not be shaken.
" My foot standeth 1·ight." Yes; I am persuaded, in this age of religious
vagaries, the only man who can say this, and who is really right, is
the man who has his feet upon the Rock of Ages. This is the only
safe standing; all else is sinking sand,
In conclusion, note one thing more, beloved, with us. David desires
to "publish with thanksgiving, and tell of all God's wondrous works."
Oh, how we desire to drink into his spirit! Yes, all we publish of
a precious Christ and of a covenant God, must be with thanksgiving.
Why me, Lord ~ Why me ~ so unworthy, yet privileged to hand the
bread of life to the living, and to tell of the wondrous work of Thy
salvation! Still own and bless our tracings, ~ord. We covet to live
a little longer, to tell of Thee, and to glorify Thy name. This is our
uppermost craving. May this portion we now send forth become
divided by the Holy Spirit, and prove a portion for many, and
Thou shalt have the praise.
Thus it will be seen we have been thinking out some of the utterances
of the sweet singer of Israel. I love the Psalms of David, and they
very often form my daily food, while I drink very much into the
feeling of the good old Christian rustic, who said. "I've sung the Psalms of David for nearly eighty years,
. They've been my staff and comfort, and calmed life's many f€2-rs."

G. C.

Burton-on-Trent.
NATIONAL PROSPERITY.
OH, that our God would give us grace

To seek for evermore His face;
Instead of folly's dubious ways,
To spend our time in prayer and praise!

In
In
In
In

praise, that we are where we are;
prayer, for His protecting care;
prayer, that all our sins may be forgiven;
praise, for all our hopes of heaven.

The soul that seeks is sure .to find,
For seekers are renewed in mind;
The Spirit seals what Jesus wrought,
And seekers with Jesus' blood are bought.
England may hope to prosper when
This wondrous lesson she can kenThat Providence is most surely kind
To all who Providence shall humbly mind.
MIQAIAH.
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COMFORT.
"ComfoTt ye, comfort ye My people, saith yow' God. Speak ye comfortably
to Jemsalem, and cry unto heT, that he1' wa1jaTe is accomplished, that he1'
iniquity is pardoned;, f01' she hath received of the Lord's hand double fOT
all her sins."-IsAIAH xl. 1, 2.
By " J eru~alem " I understand the Lord's dear people. They often
need comfort, poor souls! Their pilgrim days, as a rule, are made up
of sorrows and sufferings. "In the world ye shall have tribulation,"
said the Son of God Himself. And tribulation does not mean a
pleasant path to heaven, through a region all sunshine and flowers.
That was a "fool's paradise," discovered by recent explorers-a paradise
which has too often produced less of the fruits of grace than the bitter
apples of Sodom. I have tasted them, and have witnessed, too, the
awful end of some who have been "always rejoicing" for fifty years,
but whose light, judging them by the Word of infallible truth, was
quenched at the last in the blackness of darkness for ever. I could
give appalling facts, but should shrink from it, for the sake of survivors.
Poor mourner in Zion, have nothing to do with these soaring professors, who are always" bright and happy," and never have a doubt
or a fear. You will find no comfort there. If you are in soul-trouble,
you will be told that it is "your own fault," which may be true,
though not comforting. Young, arrogant, 1'eligious coxcombs will question
you thus-" Have you given your heart to Jesus 1 I did, years since,
'and have had peace ever since. Now, sir, tell me, can you truly say
that you know you are saved 1" I have known experienced Christians,
who were attacked in this insolent manner by ignorant "evangelists"
scarcely out of their teens.
I write now for those who are "afflicted, tossed with tempest, and
not comforted" (Isaiah liv. 11), and who turn away with a saddened
heart from such teachers as these. Your trials arise from various causes.
I need not point them out. "The heart knoweth its own bitterness,"
It is not my intention to rake up your faults and failings (the Lord
knoweth I have enough of my own to stop my mouth for ever) j but
I wish, by God's help, to direct you to the only source of true, solid,
abiding comfort. Would it give you any comfort to be told that it
was your duty to "take God at His word, to believe in Jesus, and be
happy," when you felt that you had no more power for such a work
than you had power to blot out the sun from the heavens 1 For my
own part, I can take no comfort whatever from my own doings or
believings j but, through the grace of God, I desire to find all my
peace, comfort, and joy while I remain in this poor body, and eternal
glory beyond the grave, in the doing and the dying of my blessed
Substitute alone.
Let us consider, first, the warfare: "Cry unto her, that her warfare
is accomplished." And may the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, shed a
ray of divine light upon His own most blessed Word. That the
Christian's life here is a warfare is proved from the Word of God, and
2 R 2
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in the believer's daily experience. From the word of God-" Fight
the good fight of faith; lay hold on eternal life" (1 Tim. vi. 12).
"Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and
blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of
the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places"
(Eph. vi. 11). "I delight in the law of God after the inward man;
but I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my
mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my
members. 0 wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from
the body of this death 1" (Rom. vii. 22-24.) Such is the testimony of
God's Word on this most solemn subject, confirmed by the daily experience of every soul made spiritually alive by the Holy Ghost.
But some poor soul may object thus, "How can my warfare be
accomplished when my life is a daily conflict with sin and Satan from
morning to night?"
"I fight with foes and fears,
Till hope is all but gone;
For, when the war seems well.nigh o'er,
A deadlier fight comes on."
Yes, poor soul, that warfare will continue till death closes the conflict. But a more terrible warfare was fought and won for you by
Him who only is "mighty to save," when He bowed His head on
Calvary's cross, and uttered those immortal words, "It is finished!"
Yes, then and there, He "spoiled principalities and powers, and made
a show of them openly, triumphing over them." Your imperfect victories are but the fruits and effect,s of His victory for you.
"'Twas finished when He bowed His head.
Redemption's work was done;
.
He rose triumphant from the dead,
The Victor's crown was won."
Yes, poor soul, He bore the brunt of the fight for you. He triumphed
over sin, death, and hell for you. Your warfare is for ever accomplished; and you shall share in His glory through endless years of
bliss.
The precious portion of Scripture, which I believe the Lord gave me
as a cordial for some poor sin-sick soul, states further "that her
iniquity is pardoned." An unpardoned sinner can never enter heaven;
and the pardon rests upon the same foundation as the victorious warfare (Heb. ix. 12), the blood of the everlasting covenant; for "without
shedding of blood is no remission" (Heb. ix. 22).
In conclusion, we read, "For she hath received of the Lord's hand
double for all her sins." I do not know how commentators interpret
this singularly-worded sentence. I know of but one "double" that
satisfies my mind and heart. My glorious Surety, such was His infinite
compassion and grace, took the whole amount of my sins upon Himself,
endured their full penalty, and gave me in exchange a free pardon and
the gift of righteousness, His own spotless, Kingly robe; and that was a
" double" indeed, infinitely worthy of the Giver, and more than infinite
in worth to a poor bankrupt sinner.
W. S. ROBINSON.
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DAYID'S IMPOSSIBLE WISH.
THE Psallliist was }lre-eminently a tried man. It is to be questioned
whether any human being, with the exception of the Lord Jesus, went
through so many vicissitudes and sorrows of life. Yet Providence did
not try him for nought, or even for himself alone, but for the children
of God in all future ages. To this end David was endued with a
marvellous genius, so that he might put into poetry all the dealings of
God with him, as well as the persecutions of wicked men, so that they
might be set to music, and become to the heavenly pilgrims divine
songs, suited for every circumstance of their journey to their rest above.
The Psalmist knew how to strike the highest strains of joy and delight,
revelling, as it were, in the sunshine of God's favour, and also to cry
out, in bitter agony, under the sharp and cruel persecutions of his strong
and powerful enemies.
In Psalm Iv. 6-8, David expresses himself, "And I said, Oh
that I had wings like a dove! for then would I flyaway, and be at
rest. Lo, then would I wander far off, and. remain in the wilderness.
8elah. I would hasten my escape from the windy storm and tempest."
This Psalm may be described as being set in the minor key. It is a
prayer and an agony. It is not only a true and earnest prayer, but it
describes the intense SUffering of a child of God under the persecutions
of his enemies, and how he longs to get away from their malicious
power; and so he breaks out, "Oh that I had wings like a dove! for
then would I flyaway, and be at rest. Lo, then would I wander far
off, and remain in the wilderness. 8elah. I would hasten my escape
from the windy storm and tempest."
David was in great trouble. Job tells us that man is born to trouble
as the sparks fly upwards: and our Lord told His disciples, that through
much tribulation they should enter the kingdom of heaven. This earth
is not the believer's rest or portion. Well it is that it is so, for" Were this frail world our final rest,
Living or dying, none were blest."
The Psalmist in his sad trouble wishes he could get away from its
noise and distraction. He seems to envy the velY birds who, having
wings, could, when disturbed, flyaway. He was like many others, of
whom Job was conspicuous, who longed for an opportunity to change
his position, and get away from his enemies.
"Oh, that I had wings!" The life of man is confined to the earth,
and he was made to live upon the earth. It is true that he could
climb the lofty mountain, but into the air he was unable to rise,
because he could only tread the solid earth. David felt, in this respect,
like a bird without wings, for, while he wished for them, he was painfully reminded that he had them not.
Brethren, this reminds us how often we have wished for things which
we have not, and wbich we cannot receive. In this respect, how childish
we are! As the Duke of Wellington said of the British soldiers, that
they were always boys, so it may be said of Christ's army, that it is
always wishing for things which cannot be granted. In a spiritual
sense, however, David could and did receive, at times, wings which
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carried him away from the contemplation of the scene, the worries, and
trials, and sorrows of human life. For instance, the wings of faith, as
W A'ITS sings" Give me the wings of faith to rise
Within the veil, and see
The saints above, how great their joys,
How bright their glories be."
Oh, brethren, a glimpse of the land afar off"Where our best friends, our kindred dwell,
Where God om' Saviom' reigns,"
will be very beneficial to us in the time of trouble and bitter disappointment in the things of time and sense!
David, too, sometimes had the wings of hope, and could say, "Why
art thou cast down, 0 my soul 1 and why art thou disquieted within
me 1 hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise Him, who is the health
of my countenance and my God."
"When He who is our life
In glory shall appear,
We, too, shall be revealed with Him,
And His b2'ight raiment wear."
Sometimes David had the wings of love, and coutd sing, "I love the
Lord, because He hath heard my voice and my supplications; therefore
will I call upon Him as long as I live. I sought the Lord, and He
heard me, and delivered me from all mine enemies." Truly blessed is
it when we can sing thus-when the love and presence of God turns
tears into joy, murmurs into thanksgiving, and fears into trusting love.
" Death may our souls divide
From these abodes of clay;
But love shall keep us near Thy side,
Through all the gloomy way."
Now, it was not these spiritual wings that David was crying out
for, when he said, "Oh that I had wings like a dove!" but literal
wings, that he might get away from his enemies and his troubles. He
longed for peace, ttnd the dove is a peaceful bird. Thus he desired
not the wings of a bird of prey, but the wings of a timid dove who
wishes for peace.
The believer is a man of peace, and serves a divine Master, who is
called the God of peace. He has "peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Ohrist" ; without that he cannot be said to have peace. But the
true believer has the same wish as Paul when he said, "As much as
lieth in you, live peaceably with all men." To a believer, the contention
of the world, the strife of tongues, and the angry passions of unregenerate meD, are as displeasing as the presence of birds of prey,
ever fighting with each other, would be to a dove obliged to witness
it all.
" Oh that I had wings like a dove! " was an impossible desire, but very
expressive. It showed a depth of feeling. David's circumstances were
most trying and painful. He says, "My heart is sore pained within
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me; and the terrors of death are fallen upon me. Fearfulness and
trembling are come upon me, and horror hath overwhelmed me." We
need scarcely wonder that, under such circumstances, he should break
out in the words, "Oh that I had wings like a dove!" He does
not see his way out of his difficulties. He was a man of war from
youth. The greater part of his life had been one of warfare, and yet,
as a follower of God, he was a man of peace, and could say, "When
I am for peace, then they are for war."
The divine nature imparted to a believer is compared to the spirit
of a dove, just as the Holy Spirit is so compared. Love to God and
man is the very constitution of a believer. He would do everything
to impart peace and happiness to those around, but, alas! he is too
frequently only laughed at and despised, while the din of war and
the pursuit of ungodliness go on with their wretched noise and hatred.
The Psalmist tells us why he wished "for the wings of a dove; for
then I would flyaway, and be at rest." His desire was to get away
from his troubles, Ah! brethren, do we not know something of this
spirit ~ We sometimes say in our hearts, if not with our lips, "I am
tired of it all; I wish I were away." Poor souls! We forget that being
removed from them would not remove our thoughts from them-that
there is no earthly balm for our wounded hearts, no rest in this world,
except in that place" where the wicked cease from troubling, and where
the weary are at rest."
David goes on to say that, having these wings, he would" wander far
off"-get as far from his enemies as possible-put distance between them
-turn his back upon them-occupy his time and thoughts with distant
and foreign objects. He seems to say that he did not care where it
was, so that it was far off, and that he could neither see nor hear the
enemies which surrounded him, nor the troubles which beset him. This,
though natural, is not Christ-like. Our Lord endured the contradiction
of sinners, He dwelt with the men who persecuted and blasphemed
Him. 'Tis true, He often retired for communion with His Father, but
only to return stronger for the endurance and accomplishment of His
great work.
The Psalmist goes on to say that he would remain in the wilderness.
Monks and nuns have endeavoured to carry out this idea of getting
away, as it were, from the world. Men and women have shut themselves
up in monasteries and convents, with the vain notion that they could
shut out the world altogether; but they have found that, instead of doing
so, memory and imagination have spoilt their devotions and disturbed
their spirits, rather than calmed them. The fact being, that such retire··
ment is utterly opposed to the principles of God and His Christ. What
would have become of the Lord's people, if He bad shut Himself ·up,
because of our sins and transgressions ~ Should we not have perished
in our wickedness, being strangers to God and His salvation ~ So with
respect to ourselves. As believers, we must not desire to remain in the
wilderness, away from the haunts of poor sinful men and women, but
remember our Lord's command, to "let our light so shine before men,
that they seeing our good works, may glorify our Father who is in
heaven." Our life on earth is neither to be a selfish nor an idle one.
We are to overcome evil with good. If our enemy hunger, we are to
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feed him; if he thirst" we are to give bim drink, that in so doing we
may heap coals of fire on his bead. And, in the last day, when we
shall stand before His tbrone, our Lord will say to us, "I was an
hungered, and ye gave Me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave Me drink:
I'was sick, and ye visited Me: I was in prison, and ye came nnto Me:
forasmuch as ye did it to one of the least of My disciples, ye did it
unto Me." We shall find plenty of the wilderness in our Qhristian
lives. without leaving the duties and circumstances, however painful,
which continually surround us. The Christian is like a sentinel, he has
been placed where he is by His Lord and Master, and until He speaks
the word, there he must remain"Humble, holy, all resigned,
To Thy will."
The Psalmist expresses a similar desire in the words that follow those
we have been speaking of-" I would hasten my escape from the windy
storm and tempest." The troubles of our Christian lives may well be
compared to "windy storm and tempest." We have no power or
control over them. We are just as helpless as the mariner is to hush
the winds and to quell the waves. We dread these storms as much as
they who, dwelling in tropical climes, dread the tornado, which drives
everything before it, causing destruction, loss, and even death. Depend
upon it, brethren, the believer's trials are not joyous, but grievous, and
dreaded by him as we dread and shrink from the surgeon's knife. Thus
David desired to hasten his escape from his difficulties and enemies.
He feels there is not a moment to be lost, for not only is one storm on,
but others are coming. Yes," many are the afflictions of the righteous."
One evil seldom comes alone. They teach us that "here we have
no abiding city, but seek one to come." vVe cannot, even if we would,
run away from our trials or our enemies, but must" fight the good fight
of faith, and lay hold on eternal life." " Oh that I had wings like a
dove! for then would I flyaway, and be at rest," is a wrong state of
mind for a Christian pilgrim. It is like a soldier wishing himself away
from the battle. It is .like saying. "I am tired of duty, and should
like to see an end to it."
It is very much like murmuring or disapproving of the discipline of a Christian life. It approaches the spirit
of the man who said, "Soul, take thine ease; eat, drink, and be merry."
It is a desire to avoid everything that is unpleasant, trying, or difficult.
It is contrary to the experience of all godly persons in every generation.
Has not the Lord said, "Behold, I leave in the midst of thee a poor
and an afflicted people, and they shall trust in the name of the Lord" ~
The Psalmist, in another place, acknowledged that it was good for
him that he had been afflicted, for before he was afflicted he went
astray, but n~w he had k~pt the Lord's statutes. Yes, to run away
from trouble, is not the way to be holy and gracious.
"Trials make the promise sweet;
Trials give new life to prayer;
Trials bring me to His feet,
Lay me low, and keep me there."
Wishing to run away from life's difficulties is to forget God and His
gracious promises. A person without God may, and indeed often does,
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as he thinks, get away from the adverse circumstances of his life; but
this is not to be wondered at. He has no divine strength to rely on;
he is a stranger to the best and only real Friend in this universe. No
one is more to be pitied than the worldly man surrounded by temptations and foes; but for the children of God, favoured with such gracious
promises, to wish to run away,
"Is to forget the mighty God,
The strength of every saint."
Paul may well write, "If God be for us, who can be against us 1"
Is He not able to "save to the uttermost" 1 Is anything too hard for
Him 1 He reigns in heaven and earth.
"Oh, when His wisdom can mistake,
His might decay, His love forsake,
Then may His children cease to sing,
'The Lord Omnipotent is King.'''
When we consider His great and precious promises, we should not
act so timidly as to say, "Oh that I had the wings of a dove! for
then would I flyaway, and be at rest." Has not the Lord said to
His timid sheep, "Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good
pleasure to give you the kingdom." "Lo, I am with you always, even
to the end of the world." "When the enemy cometh in like a flood,
the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard against him" 1 These
and a multitude of great and precious promises are given to believers
by Him whose word has never been forfeited, and never can be, for it
endureth for evermore.
The children of God should, however, be comforted by the blessed
assurance that, though they must not flyaway from their troubles, yet
the time shall surely come when they shall be rid of them"And not a wave of trouble roll
Across their peaceful breasts."
"He that endures to the end, the same shall be saved." And we are
told in the Book of the Revelation that "they who were clothed in white
were they who had passed through great tribulation, and had washed
their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb." Yes, we
can only overcome through His blood. Let us, then, "fight the good
fight of faith," and to each of us will at last be addressed those
glorious words, "vVell done, good and faithful servant; enter thou into
the joy of thy Lord."
"Endless life in Him possessing,
Let us praise His precious name;
Glory, honouT, power, and blessing,
Be f01' ever to the Lamb."
E. W.
JESUS gives grace to the lips, under~tanding to the heart, eyes to
the blind, feet to the lame. "The bread shall be given, and the
water sha.ll be sure, and the ddence shall be the munitions of rocks."

-Dr. Hawker.
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TO AN ANXIOUS ONE.
THE shrinking and the dread of which you speak is nothing new, but
is· what is variously experienced by those who have arrived at your
advanced years, and who feel the failure of heart and flesh, in connection with increased infirmities, when there is nothing in self or any
creature dependence to fall back upon. How much better, however,
to be in this state, with the Lord alone your Refuge and Strength,
than to be indulging in a vain hope, or resting in the leastwise upon
any fleshly prop or creature security. Alas! alas! upon this mere
sandy foundation thousands upon thousands, at the present time, are
building their hopes and expectations for vast eternity j but, if a Divine
Arm interpose not, how fearful will be their ultimat~ discovery of the
deception of which they have been the hapless and ruined subjects!
In proof, as we have said, that you are by no means alone in the
fears and disquietude of which you speak, shortly after receiving your
letter we were recognized on ship-board by an old reader of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE. In the course of conversation she spoke of her father, who
had for v~ry many years been the subject of grace, and a r~marka~le
character too. It pleased God, however, sorely to try him WIth famIly
afflictions, and bereavement upon bereavement. At length, in consequence, he fell into a state of deep mental and nervous depression, so
much so that for five years he suffered intensely. His hopes seemed
to have given way. If his children left him, for however short a time,
he would express his belief that he should never see them again.
Hence his condition was indeed pitiable. But it pleased the Lord at
last to appear; and, for two years before he was taken home, his peace
flowed like a river. If language previously had failed to depict his
condition, it equally failed now, for his peace and joy were unutterable, and in this happy and joyous state he entered upon his eternal
rest, and into the joy of his Lord.
Your case, beloved sister, reminds us of one who for some years
corresponded with us, in the early part of our Editorship. She was
among the many who, "through fear of death are all their life"
time subject unto bondage." Most distressing were her fears, and
dark and gloomy her forebodings, and that spreading over a period of
many years. Now and then a little hope would spring up; and, upon
several occasions when it pleased the Lord to lay His afflictive hand
upon her, she, for the time being, realized a preciuus peace and calmness, enabling her to leave herself and all appertaining to her in the
Lord's hands. We assured her, from time to time, that this was but
a sure indication of what it would really be at the last. That last
at length came; and with it, as her dying message to us testified,
she personally realized the fulfilment of the promise, "At evening time
it shall be light."
And, as assuredly, dear sister, as there is a God in heaven, appointing, ordering, overruling all for His own glory and His people's good,
you, in like manner, shall experience the same Divine condescension,
faithfulness and all-sufficiency j you will virtually, if not literally, die (as
the poet says) "Shouting, ' The Lord will provide.'" We have the fullest
assurance that such will be the case.
THE EDITOR.
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DIARY OF THE LATE REV. N. CHALLTS.
THE perusal of the annexed diary of our late dear friend and fellowlabourer will, we are persuaded, confirm our testimony to every reflective
mind as to the meekness and simplicity of his character. We hear
from time to time how much his ministry was blessed to· the truly
spiritual and heaven-taught of the congregation. There was savour,
and dew, and power with the Word. From his own private notes and
jottings, it wi~l be seen how our dear brother ·was exercised; and, if a
man is to be made useful to the poor in spirit and weak and helpless of
the flock of slaughter, he must be prepared, personally, to encounter such
trials and grapple with such temptations as will qualify him to speak
" words in season " to those who are weary and heavy laden. This leads
to that ministering from heart to heart which instrumentally begets a
mellowness and a savour that are a sweet accompaniment to experimental preaching, Christ Himself being the great Theme and the grand
Object of the speaker:DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-I am sending you part of my dear father's
diary, and will send the remainder as soon as I am able to copy it.
We do not like to send the original, in case it should get torn or soiled
if you have it printed, but you will see the memoranda, from March
17th to June 1st, 1886, are in his own handwriting. He appears to
have discontinued it from that time until April, 1887. He does not
appear to have kept a diary previous to his coming to Bristol, nor can
we find anything else written by him.
.
He spent the greater part of his time when indoors in readmg,
especially the Bible, which he has read through each year for more
than twenty years. We do miss him so much. I think the blank seems
greater now than it did at first, and yet I know we ought not to wish
him back again in this world of sorrow and suffering. It is such a
consolation to us to think of his perfect happiness.
Mr. ALDRIDGE is still away with his brother, and the last two Sundays
Mr. STRONG has taken the services. It seems dreadful to go into the
church and not hear my dear father's voice. I was looking for~vard
with pleasure to hearing him sometimes, and the disappointment IS so
hard to bear; but he has entered upon a nobler service, which knows
no intermission, where" they serve Him day and night in His temple."
Believe me, dear Dr. DOUDNEY, yours affectionately,
Wo'don, Devizes.
EUNICE CHALLIS.

March 17th, 1886.-Came to Bristol to help Dr. DOUDNEY for a month,
with an overwhelming consciousness of my utter inca.pacity for such an
important sphere.
March 20th.-Greatly cast down. Cheering word given. "Fear not,
thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Israel; I will help thee, saith the
Lord, and thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel" (Isa. xli. 10).
"Fear thou not; for I am with thee; be not dismayed; for 1 am thy
God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold
thee with the right hand of My Righteousness" (Isa. xli. 14). Very
seasonable.
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March 21st.-Preached in the morning at St. Luke's Church, Bedminster; Dr. DOUDNEY read prayers. Subject, Matthew xi. 28. The good
Lord graciously strengthened and sustained. "My grace is sufficient
for thee." Read prayers at night. A day to be remembered.
March 23ul.-C:)nducted a short service in the Mission Hall this
evening. Subject, John iii. 8. Very few present. "Then will I
make the house of David to bud." Impressed with these words. What
can be the meaning ~ " Oh, Lord, undertake for me, I am oppressed! "
March 24th.-My first visits to the sick in the parish were made today.
.
March 2fith.-Dr. DOUDNEY was unable to preach this evening,
through indisposition, consequently I was asked to take the pulpit for
him. The Lord stood by and strengthened me, and gave me utterance; and, although I did feel His comfortable presence, yet He did
not withhold His secret presence. Subject, 1 Peter ii. 4, 5. Words
spoken before the service, "Thy God hath commanded thy strength,"
and, "Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer."
March 26th.-Dr. DOUDNEY, having a few days since offered me the
curacy of his parish, asked me if I had thought over the matter, and
seems very desirous that I should accept his offer. I know not how to
-decide, whether to accept or positively to refuse his offer. I have a
shrinking from it, and my heart is oppressed with the thought of it,
feeling my unfitness for the sphere, and having a strong desire for an
independent charge. . 0 Lord, graciously determine the matter for me,
unto Thine own glory.
March 27th.-To-day have been informed of the death of a clergyman
(Mr. STRAND, of Trinity Church, Hinckley), whose place I occupied for
seven Sabbath days. Grant, 0 Lord, that his successor may be a man
of God. Dr. DOUDNEY was very frank and kind in conversation wit,h
refer"nce to the offer of his curacy. Scripture given in answer to prayer,
"My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest." Whither,
remains to be seen.
March 28th.-Preached in the morning, subject, Colossians i. 14. Read
prayers in the evening. Fettered in the pulpit.
March 29th.-Mrs. WELCHlIIAN asked me to close her Mothers' Meeting,
which I did. Read Luke x. 38-42, and made a few remarks, and
prayed. The privilege of those who sit at Jesus' feet and the portion
of such.
March 30th.-Conducted a short service in the Mission Room. A few
poor people present. Subject, John xvi. 7-11. Grant Thy Word success, 0 Lord.
March 31 st.-Dr. DOUDNEY paid me this day, in a most kind manner,
the sum of £6 6s. This is the Lord's doing. How marvellous are His
ways, how gracious towards me. Oh, that I could trust Him and be
thankful. Attended a Church Missionary Meeting in the evening, at
which the late Bishop of HURON gave a very interesting address.
April Ist.-By Dr. DOUDNEY'S request, I occupied the pulpit this
evening. A small congregation of attentive hearers. The Lord gave
the word and graciously enabled me to speak with a degree of freedom.
Subject, Exodus xii. 13. Pardon, 0 Lord, all errors and failings.
April 4th, Lord's Day.-Preached in the morning. Text, 1 Corinthians
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x. 4, "That Rock was Christ." In a dark state of mind, and much
confused, yet the Lord gave me utterance. Alas! that I should lose
sight for one moment of His sustaining hand. In the evening read
prayers, and Dr. DOUDNEY preached with warmth and. power. His
pulpit is his freehold, and lie seems to realize it. His text was,
"Behold, I go bound in the Spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the
things that shall befall me there." Words which seemed to force themselves on my mind a short time since.
April 5th.-Attended a Teachers' Bible·class at Mr. WELCHlIIAN'S, this
evening, when I was privileged to meet a band whose hearts the Lord
has evidently touched. The unity of the Spirit was most manifestly
realized.
April 6th.-A short service at the Mission Room. Subject, Acts xiii.
38, 39. Had a comfortable time in ministering to the poor. May the
Lord be glorified.
April 7th.-This afternoon Mr. JONES, the Churchwarden at St.
Mary-Ie-Port, called to ask me to take the service this evening, on
account of the indisposition of Mr. ORMISTON. I have done so. The
Lord graciously gave me utterance, and some received the testimony,
simple as it was. To Him be the honour and the glory. SubjecT,
John xv. 1-5. Before I went I was encouraged by theHe words,
"For his God doth instruct him to discretion, and doth teach him"
(Isa. xxviii. 26). This morning, before I ruse, these words were on my
mind, "Stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which He will
show to you to-day."
April 8th.-Read prayers in the evening for Dr. DOUDNEY, who
preached with his usual fervour.
April 8th and 9th.-Apathetic-cold, cold, cold-dark, dark, darkand greatly perplexed.
April \Jth.-To-day, in my visits, met with a rich poor woman-one of
the household of faith.
.
Ap?'il 11th, SU'Ilday.-Preached in the morning; text, Psalm xxxii.
1, 2. The Lord graciously gave me quietness. Dr. DOUDNEY preached
in the evening, and I read prayers.
.
April 15th.-Dr. DOUDNEY preached from the text, "And such were
some of you," &c., a sermon full of precious truth. After the service
he introduced me to a Mrs. MAcPHERsoN, who was very affable, and
asked me to go and see her.
April 17th.-Dear Dr. DOUDNEY presented me with a copy of Pastor
CHINIQUY'S "Fifty Years in the Church of Rome." He is most kind.
May the good Lord graciously reward him!
April 18th.-Read prayers only to-day; others preached.
Ayr·il 20th.-At the Mission Hall; subject, John iii. 14, 15.
Ap?'il 23rd.-Preached in the morning; subject, Rev. v. 6; and read
prayers in the evening, when Dr. DOUDNEY preached a very encouraging
sermon.
April 25th, Easter Day.-Preached in the morning The text was
John xii. 24. The Lord graciously delivered me from my fears.
Dr. Doummy sat in the vestry, not having been able to hear on a
former occasion. The Doctor preached in the evening with his usual
fervour.
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.Ap1'il 26th.-Attended a vestry meeting, at which the churchwardens
were re-appointed. Married three couples.
April 29th.-On awaking this morning, these words came to my mind,
"Stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which He will show
to you to-day." Dr. DOUDNEY preached. Text," Ye are complete in
Him."
May 2nd.-Preached in the morning. Text, "Behold, I lay in Zion
for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure
foundation: he that bt>lieveth shall not make haste" (Isa. xxviii. 16).
Awoke this, morning with these words, " By terrible things in righteomness wilt Thou answer us, 0 God of our salvation" (Psa. lxv. 5).
Prepare me for Thy will, 0 Lord! "Let me not be as the horse, or
a, the mule," &c.
May Mh.-Received from Dr. DOUDNEY a timely remittance; for
which I desire to thank the Lord for His goodness. Evening-Meeting
at Mission Hall for Exposition. Subject, Isaiah liii. 6. I trust the
Lord was present to use a feeble instrument, and to bless some one
through the ministry of His Word.
May 6th.-Read prayers, and Dr. DOUDNEY preached. Text, "Having
therefore obtained help of God, I continue until this day" (Acts xxvi. 22).
May 7th.-" I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions"
(Isa. xliv. 22), "and will not remember thy sins" (xliii. 25); "I have
redeemed thee; thou art Mine" (xliii. 1). "Thy words were found,
and I did eat them."
May 9th.-Preached in the morning. Text," Who have fled for
refuge to lay hold on the hope set before us." Read prayers in the
evening, and Dr. DOUDNEY preached from Revelation i. 18.
May lOth.-A Bible-class was held at Mr. WELCHMAN'S; numerously
attended. Interesting discussion.
May 13th.-A young clergyman, who is staying with Mr. INS KIP,
preached, and Mr. SAUNDERS read prayers.
May 16th.-Preached in the morning. Text, Zechariah xiii. 9. Dr.
DOUDNEY preached in the evening to a large congregation. Text,
Psalm cvii. 5, 6.
May 1sth.-At the Mission Hall; an increase in the attendance. I
trust the Lord was present, as my heart was enlarged, and my lips
were opened to testify of Christ (John vi. 32).
May 20th.-Dr. DOUDNEY, not being very well, requested me to take
the entire service to-night. Text, Luke i. 78, 79. In answer to prayer,
the good Lord very graciously gave me quietness of spirit, and opened
my mouth. According to my own inward feeling, it was the best time
I have had in the pulpit since I came to Bristol. But were the people
edified ~ and was God glorified ~ or was the dew ouly on my fleece ~
The Lord knows. To Him only belongs the glory.
May 23rd.-Was favoured to-day with a measure of freedom of utterance. Text, Hebrews xii. 2. The Lord has said His "Word shall not
return void." He only can make its ministrations effectual. My desire
is to be as His mouth. I am always a most unprofitable servant.
May 25th.-A small attendance of adults at the Mission Hall. Text,
John xv. 1-5. No encouragement.
May 27th.-Dr. DOUDNEY preached this evening. Text, Ephesians
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Oh, that I may realize more and more my interest in "the
Purchase, Price, Possession, and Plan" of which he spoke.
May 29th.-Early dew: "Fear thou not, for I am with thee: be not
dismayed, for I am thy God. I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help
thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of My righteousness" (Isa. xli. 10).
May 30th.-Preached this morning, and the Lord gave me utterance
without fear, though not with as much freedom as I desired to have.
Text, Hebrews vi. 20. Dr. DOUDNEY preached at night with his usual
freedom.
(To he continued.)

OOTOBER.
(WRITTEN IN MY SEVENTY-NINTH YEAR.)

I

LOVE

the calm October days,

I love their mellow light;

The autumn tints entrance my gaze,
And haunt me day and night.
Now, falling leaves and fading
flowers
Proclaim the summer gone j
While gathering clouds and stormy
hours,
Come darkly hurrying on.
Far back, in memory's bye-gone
years,
What vanished dreams abound!
They come again-the smiles, the
tearsAs autumn days come round.

And now, dear Lord, when nature
fails,
And time's enchantments fleeWhen nameless dread my soul
assailsI turn my eyes to Thee.
Autumnal tints, and rosy bowers,
Can now no comfort give;
No charm can cheer the gloomy
hours,
Nor bid the dying live.
Thy love can light this dreary spot,
And full deliverance send;
While all things change, Thou
changest not,
My Everlasting Friend.

Through sombre woods I often
strayed,
A restless, dreamy boy;
And found, beneath their leafy
shade,
.A strange, mysterious joy.

Thy name hathbeen my tower of
strength,
Through many a weary day j
And Thy sweet love shall charm at
length
All doubt and fear away.

I vainly dreamt that human life

Why should I dread the gloomy vale P
With Thee, I fear no ill,
Though earth and hell my soul assail,
For Thou art with me still.

Was one long autumn day;
That sun.lit hours, with pleasures
rife,
Would always with me stay.
But soon the transient vision fled,
The heavens were overcast j
And on my heart, and o'er my head,
The storms of life fell fast.

Scarborough.

And when I stand before Thy face,
With Heaven's triumphant throng,
The glorious theme of sovereign
grace
Shall be my endless song.
W. S. ROBINSON.

ALL the tediousness of the present life is but like one rainy day

to an everlasting sunshine.-Manton.
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Sermons nnh io±es of Sermons.
OUTLINE OF THE EDITOR'S LAST SERMON,
PREACHED AT ST. LUKE'S CHURCH, BEDMINSTER, ON SUNDAY EVENING,
JULY 27TH, 1890.
(TAKEN IN SHORTHAND BY A MEMBER OF THE CONGREGATION.)

"Thm'e hath no temptation taken you but S1.tch as is common to 11uzn:
but God is faithful, who will not S1.tfJer you to be tempted above that ye are
able,. but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may
be able to bear it."-l CORINTHIANS x. 13.
HERE we have words for the past, for the present, and for the future. The
Apostle says, "No temptation hath taken you but such as is common
to man." Now we may substitute for the word" temptation" "trial,"
because temptation is a trial. All the temptations that come to the
child of God are trials and tests. When we read in Genesis xxii. that
God tempted Abraham, it means God t1··ied him. I think, if you turn
to the Revised Version, you read, " God p1'oved Abraham." With regard
to trial, remember none are tried as the children of God are tried, and
that to prove them, to show likewise the need and operation of faith.
God has covenanted, and He will fulfil His promise to the end~ What
says the poet 1"Trials make the promise sweet;
Trials give new life to prayer;
Trials bring me to His feet,
Lay me low and keep me there."
If I were to appeal to the most experienced of the Lord's children,
those that are the longest tarrying in the wilderness, they would tell
me they cared more about spiritual things and less about carnal
things when they were tried and afflicted. They would say, "The Lord
blessed me when in such and such circumstances that I could not do
without Him." "He puts me to the test that I may take the case to
Him"; in accordance with His own Word, "The cause that is too hard
for thee, bring it unto Me, and I will hear it." Mark, in the readings
of this evening, not merely the earnestness but the simplicity of prayer.
You cannot dwell too much upon this. Little children are so simple,
so sincere, and so much in earnest. How many of the oldest peoplethose who have been the longest travelling in the wilderness-will say
they were encouraged to go to God, to the throne of grace, about trifling
matters, by the example of their little ones! I am persuaded-men
may oppose it as they please-but I am persuaded that our God is most
glorified not only by the little ones, but also by the little things. There
is the su~gestion of the Wicked One that "you must not mention such
little matters as that to God." That is one of the lies of the devil.
God does take notice of the little ones, and the most trivial things are
not beneath His regard.
. I had a letter from a niece of mine a day or two since. In it she
says she occasionally visits an old pilgrim, a cottager, who is entirely
dependent upon her little parish pittance. My niece tells me this old
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cottager is always full of gratitude, she has always something to tell of
the Lord's goodness. And what about 1 Why, the little matters. She
went on to tell how the Lord appeared for her in many ways. She
Her money would not
said she had wanted very badly some shoes.
pay for them. She laid the case before the Lord. Shortly afterwards
there came a knock at the door, and there stood a working man, who
said he had a job to do in the neighbourhood, and he wanted a place
to lodge. She saw clearly it was the hand of God. That was how the
Lord provided for her. On another occasion a neighbour gave her a
good head of. cabbage, and she thought, as she had not tasted meat for
a long time, how she would like a piece of bacon. She had not
mentioned it to a creature, and two persons shortly afterwards called,
and brought bacon and other things for her. You cannot take too
trifling things to the throne of grace. I dwell upon these simple facts,
in order to encourage and urge you to wait upon the Lord at all
times and seasons. If the Lord places you in difficulties, go to Him
and ask Him about this or that, and it will make you think less of
the world, and the result will be that you and Jesus won't be st,rangere.
Oh, no.~' You will know Him when you drop the flesh, and see Him
not as "through a glass darkly, but face to face."
The lesson with regard to Solomon bears on this also. The Lord
appeared to him in a dream, and graciously asked him what he would
have. He replied, "I am but as a little child." It is such a mercy to
be brought to say that-brought down-down-down to nothing; "I
am but as a little child: I know not how to go out or come in." He
acknowledged what the Lord had promised his father David. The Lord
likes that; He loves to be reminded. Is there a more striking example
in the Bible than the acceptability of that child Solomon 1 What a
display of wisdom and of sound discrimination in the judgment that
followed!
"There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to
man." That was the Apostle's testimony nearly two thousand years
ago. The humble followers of the Apostle may say the same now.
May I put it to you to-night 1 Has any trial befallen you but what
is common to man 1" The Revised Version says, "than such as man
can bear." Is it not true 1 Is there anyone here that can deny it 1
No uncommon or mysterious trial has befallen you, but such as have
fallen to the lot of others. Can you not say that whatever kind of
trial you have passed through, however extraordinary or inexplicable,
have you not been supported under it 1 Have you not been brought
through it 1 Has the Lord not been true to His word, "My grace is
sufficient for thee" 1 Look at the trial beforehand and after. How
many thousands of times you and I have thought we could not meet
this or that case; we could not overcome this or that difficulty! Beware
of saying so; the Lord knows best; don't tempt Him. Say, as did the
Psalmist, " Let me fall into the hand of God, and not into the hand of
man." I tremble to entertain such thoughts, for, looking back over my
'" It is the great simplicity and her uniform practice of telling everything to
the Lord, however simple or minute, upon the part of Mrs. SHIPTON, that to us
so enriches her writings. There is with her such a marked nearness and holy
familiarity with the Lord.-ED.
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little life, I find when I have tempted the Lord-for tempting Him it
is-the Lord has taken His own way, to prove He knows best, and He
will show you, as Be has shown me, that He can enable you to bear it.
"There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to
man." Present as well as past. The Lord has never falsified Himself,
He has never laid upon us more than we can bear. I say again, 100k
at the trial beforehand and afterwards, how different! Does not the
Apostle say, "No chastening for the present is joyous, but grievous:
nevertheless, afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruits of righteousness
unto them that are exercised thereby" ~
Look at old pilgrims; they dwell upon their trials and afflictions, but
connect with them the compassion and the faithfulness of God, because
it has happened in connection with these trials that the Lord has been
pleased to make Himself known. Through and by the Word of God
you have it confirmed throughout all ages. Read the l07th Psalm, that
summary of God's dealings with His people, "Then they cried unto the
Lord in their trouble, and Ha delivered them out of their distresses."
Well might the Psalmist say, "Oh that men would praise the Lord for
His goodness, and for His wonderful works to the children of men!"
"God is faithful." I very seldom read these three words, "God is
faithful," without thinking of the late Miss BABER. I think not less
than five-and-twenty years have passed away sincA her death. In my
last visit, just before she was taken home, as if she suspected she had
not laid sufficient stress upon the fact during her lengthened illness,
with peculiai' force-I was going to say with supernatural power-she
quoted these words, "God is faithful." She wanted them to be deeply
impressed upon my mind, and to leave it as her dying testimony.
Hers had been a long and trying affliction. I never saw her out of
her sick chamber but once during the years I visited her; yet, as J have
stated, the last time I saw her she said, with special power, "God is
faithful." Present tense. If we are spared for years to come, it will be
the same. It was true when that afflicted one said so, and it is as
true to-night. In what light does the Apostle here represent the fact
that ,. God is faithful," and what proof does he give'! "God is faithful," said he, "who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are
able." "I go the way of all the earth," said Joshua, "yet not one
thing hath failed." If that were not true, if it is not as true to-day
as it was then, I ask you to stand up and say so. You cannot. I
defy the whole human family to charge God with unfaithfulness. Not
one thing hath failed. It is as true now as when Joshua said so. I
defy the devil or any man he may engage to show that God has
proved Himself unfaithful. "Who will not suffer you to be tempted
above that ye are able, but will with the temptation also make a way
to escape." That's it. You and I overlook the fact He has pledged
Himself to support us. "He is the same yesterday, and to-day, and
for ever." "I will never leave thee nor forsake thee." "My presence
shall go with thee, and I will givfl thee rest."
Every promise is connected with the future, and it is as sure as
God is true that such promise must be fulfilled. He has more at
stake than you and {. I say that God has more at stake than you
91' I have. Mark that, for it is a glorious verity.
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I remember what an old woman living at Weston-super-Mare saicl.
From her great age she was called" Old Ninety." "What," her neighbour said to her, "if you can't hold out under trial-what then 1"
" Oh !" she replied, "God would have told a lie, and the angels in
heaven will never sing again if their Master has falsified Himself."
But "God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above
that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to
escape, that ye may be able to bear it."
You and I fail for want of faith-I plead guilty. We want the
strength, and we want the deliverance, before the danger or the
difficulty. This is our folly, our shortsightedness, our ingratitude.
Remember, God is true to His word; He is faithful. Nutice the
words "with'" and" also": "but will with the temptation also." God
has never forsaken. He will fulfil His word. Oh, for patience to
wait for the" when"! "When thou passest through the waters, I
will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow
thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned;
neither shall the flame kindle upon thee."
My mind has been exercised about the state of the weather in
connection with the annual outing of the schools, and in which the
childrf'n take such a great interest. For years it has been laid upon
my mind, and from time to time I have laid it before the Lord in
connection with the little ones. Early impressions are very lasting,
and remain more or less before us the whole course of our lives.
Early impressions have been connected with our outings, :md you, dear
teachers, have found how many of the little children have been led to
ask God for fine weather, and you have had abundant evidence that
God has heard and answered their prayers; and, when the surroundings have been dismal and the sceptics have ridiculed the idea of the
subject of prayer, they have not been able to deny the fact that the
weather has-with only one exception, I think, for nearly thirty years
past-been suitable, and that the many hundreds who have left their
homes in the morning have all returned safely in -the evening. I
cannot look upon this otherwise than as an answer to prayer. I hope
that we may again have fine weather, and that the children in after
years may remember tbis their early answer to prayer. I cannot be
indifferent to the fact that the outlook is most solemn. I believe that
the present unseasonable weather is a divine judgment, and can we
wonder when we look at the disaffection between classes and the
strikes which are so numerous 1
Look at the way the Sabbath day is broken. Even our Queen,
who ought to set an example, has sanctioned the opening of a terrace
at Windsor, that the public may assemble and hear the band playa terrace that has been closed since the death of the Royal Consort.
Look at the Sabbath.day breaking, from the aristocracy to the lowest
order of men. Will not God visit such a land as this 1 But may the
spirit of prayer be puured out upon us. May God listen to the
prayers of the little ones, and in the midst of deserved judgment
remember mercy, and may they go out and return in safety. "There
hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but
God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye
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are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape,
that ye may be able to bear it."
S. H. R. G.
[When this sermon was preached, and for some time previously, the
weather was such as to threaten the almost utter destruction of the
ripening crops. The potato blight had already appeared in Ireland,
with the fear that the failure would be as great as in 1846-7. A
drenching rain was falling during the service, so that, upon leaving the
church, the prospect of a fine day on the ensuing Tuesday (the day of
the children's outing) seemed hopeless. We thought at the time our
request for fair weather under all the circumstances was most unreasonable. Notwithstanding appearances, however, the day in question was
a most glorious one. A finer day could not have been desired. The
sermon itself was delivered under a deep impression that it would be
our last from that pulpit; hence we sought to lay the greater stress
upon the words, "GOD IS FAITHFUL." We felt, at the moment of
speaking, that He had been faithful" that HE IS FAITHFUL; and that
HE WOULD BE FAITHFUL TO THE END OF THE TIMESTATE AND TO ALL ETERNITY.-ED.]
"WE NEVER PRUNE BRAMBLES."
A FATHER was mourning the loss of his dear children. He was a
devoted servant of the Lord, and knew it was a Father's love that
took four dear little ones from the earthly home to the bright home
above within a few short days. But parental affection is strong, and
he sorely missed the sweet faces and clinging love of the fair, happy
little children. A Ohristian evangelist, who had been a gardener, seeing
his grief, went up to him, and, in language familiar to his previous
calling, laying his hand gently on the shoulder of the mourning father,
said to him, "My dear brother, we never prune brambles." This
struck the key-note of cheer to the stricken heart. No, God never
prunes brambles. He only prunes and trains the living fruit· trees
destined to flourish in celestial air, to bring forth pleasant fruits for
the Master. Oh, dear reader, shall we, when there, grudge the patient
pruning and bending and cutting that wrought out such a glorious
purpose of love ~ Oh, no! Suffering believer, take comfort in the
thought that thy Father's skill is only exercised upon His children.
"Whom He loveth He chasteneth." "He never prunes brambles."
Another remark made by the same Ohristian ex-gardener on the same
occasion was full of consolation. "The hill-tops are not favourable places
for lilies." No, the purest, and finest, and sweetest lilies grow down
in the shady valleys. And so, d~ar reader, would you be where Jesus
is ~ Well," He feedeth among the lilies" (SoL's Song vi. 3). And would
you be one of the fairest and sweetest lilies for His loving gaze to rest
upon ~ Then ff~member, "the hill-tops are not favourable places for
lilies." And it is in the valley of tribulation His voice is heard, "Be
of good cheer." And then, in His own best time, He will come down
into His garden to "gather the lilies."
NETTlE.
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THE SHAMBLES LIGHTSHIP.
EVERYONE who visits Weymouth will be sure to run over to the inter-,
esting and rocky island of Portland, winding in and out and shooting
far into the sea. Here also is a bank called Chesil, nine miles in length,
an f.xceedingly dangerous part for vessels wben the north wind blows
hard upon the coast. Adjacent to this is a treacherous sand bank, at
the head of which lies at anchor the Shambles Lightship, to warn, by
light and fog-horn, mariners to keep well out to sea. Six men and
a master are stationed on this strong ship, and night and day does this
vessel ride up'on the ridged and rolling waves as they come crashing on
with their crested heads. The other day we were with others rolling
about off this lightship, in one of the Weymouth steamboats. Heaving
to, one of the sturdy fellows pushed off from the lightship in a small
boat, which, dancing up and down, came alongside our steamer. Quickly
packets of literature of the "Tit·Bit" sort were pitched into' the little
craft, which quickly returned to its station. "Oh," I thought, "Iwould
that I had a parcel of Dr. DOUDNEY'S books or my own at hand,
that I might have sent these poor fellows of the deep some more
satisfactory reading." The thought possessed me, "It must be done";
and then came over me the feeling, "Yes, but giving so many books
away is expemlive work. Books cost money."
Oh, foolish, faint-hearted one! Among my letters awaiting me on
my return home, was one with an enclosure which exceeded the amount
of the cost of the books we desired to send; and then there came to me
the tender rebuke of my divine Master, which has so many times in
one's experience been whispered to us, "0 thou of little faith, wherefore dost thou doubt 1" Our parcel was soon dispatched to the care of
Messrs. COUSINS, of the Weymouth Steam Packet Company, who kindly
engaged to convey the same on board the lightship, and here is the
acknowledgment from the master:3, Pansie Termce, Weymo~dh, August 18th, 1890.
DEAR SIR,-I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your books, which you
sent to the Shambles Lightship, with thanks, and trust, with you, the blessing
of the Most High may rest upon the perusal of them. I have read three of
them with very much pleasure I did not get on shore until to-day, or should
have written to you before.
I gave one each of the "Golden Truths" to the six men on board, and
kept the other myself.
I am, sir, yours respectfully,

R. PRIDEAUX, Master.
I will only add, I am sure if our dear Editor is disposed to forward
a packet of his golden little books in the same way to the Shambles
Lightship, they will be warmly welcomed. This is the sort of work
we mutually love to be engaged in, to the good of souls and glory of
our Redeemer.
"WAYSIDE NOTES" WRITER.

COMMENTS.
It will afford us real pleasure and satisfaction to take the hint of
our dear brother, and follow his example in regard to sending the
books in question. It was but yesterday we reproached ourselves,
upon one of our half day sea-trips, for not having provided ourselves
with the wherewith to meet in this respect the claims which unexpect-
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edly presented themselves. A small party on shilJboard, being strangers
to the locality, made certain inquiries, which led to a conversation, in
which it was clear that these strangers in the flesh were kindred in
the Lord. It is true we had a copy or two of Uld Jonathan with us,
which so far helped us to impart a remembrance of out meeting; but
we wanted something more-those little "Memorials of Mercy" of
which our dear friend and brother, tbe "Wayside Notes" writer,
speaks. We had with us, at the time, three dear friends, two frum
Bedminster. One of them turned to us, and remarked that he there
saw the usefulness and the benefit of these half-day sea-trips, from
their so bringing us in contact with others. My reply was, "I
consider this as now my work." There being in the party a forenamed a young person, one of our friends stated afterwards how
much struck she was at the profound attention she paid to what was
advanced. Who can tell but what the statements made at the time
were in confirmation of the teaching she had previously received 1
The avidity with which she read the copy of Old Jonathan, which had
been presented her, stood in striking contrast to the trash now so
commonly seen in the hands of both old and young. It was but a
day or two before, one spoke to us with true heart-grief at the sight
of the novels, newspapers, and trashy reading in which so many were
indulging, and that on the Sabbath. These facts, together with the
very serious aspect of the present times, render it the more necessary
and becoming in us to seek to "sow beside all waters" ; "In the
morning to sow our seed, and in the eveniug to withhold not our
hand; for thou knowest not whether shall prosper, either this or
that, or whether they both shall be alike good."
THE EDITOR.
DR. LANSDELL, AND HIS FOREIGN TRAVEL.
So long time having passed since hearing anything of our dear friend,
we became greatly concerned about him. Knowing the very hazardous
character of the work be had undertaken, and feeling the force of the
words with which he took his leave of us before starting on his
perilous course, we were so much the more cheered when, in a recent
journal, we met with the annexed announcement:" Dr. LANsDELL, the well-known Asiatic traveller, who has been staying a few days in Madrid, is now on his way back to London, after
an absence of two years' duration. During this time he has visited
every kingdom of Asia. Leaving London in 1888, he proceeded direct
to St. Petersburg, whence he went to the Caucasu~, the Black Sea,
Merv, Bokhara, Tashkend, and Kuldja: then down to Khotan, the
Karakoro Mountains, through NOrLhern India. Afterwards he went to
Burmah, and then south to the Straits Settlements, and north to Siam,
Cochin China, Annam, Tonquin, China, Japan, and back to the
Philippine Islands, Borneo, Malacca, Ceylon, Afghanistan, Beloochistan,
Arabia, Persia, Syria, the Holy Land, Egypt, Northern Africa, and so on
to Spain. Dr. LANsDELL has brought with him copious notes of his
journeyings, some thousands of photographs, about two thousand butterflies and beetles, a large number of skins of rate birds, and other
prpciTrens of the fauna of the countries he has traversed."
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FAOTS BEFORE THE REFORMATION.
IN the conversion of the youthful FAREL we have the rise of the
Reformation in France. LUTHER was still uublessed with the light of
truth, and, eleven years after FAREL'S conversion, OALVIN arrived in
Paris.
Educated in all the superstitions of Popery, OALVIN, at an early
age, was devoted to the Roman priesthood by his father, on the eve
of Oorpus Ohristi. The Bishop, with great form and solemnity, cut the
child's hair off, and by this act invested him with clerical authority;
but God had designed another course for the boy.
In his eighteenth year he was appointed to a church living, and
went to Paris to study theology. The new faith, as it was popularly
called at that time, being well ventilated through LEFEVRE and F AREL,
it was presented to the intelligent mind of OALVIN with such power
that his Popish dogmas fell to the ground like autumn leaves; but he
soon found that the carnal enmity of the human heart, if unremoved
by divine grace, would persecute and try to slay the new-born King
of the Jews. Like FAREL, OALVIN fsaw the way made by God for his
protection at Basle, making it headquarters, while he held a roving
commission from the Oaptain of his salvation to preach the Gospel to
every creature. Four years before OALVIN arrived at Geneva, FAREL
entered the city, and the doctrines of the Gospel had begun to shake
the faith of those who were under priestly power, in bits of the true
cross, and in the miraculous use of old bones to heal all manner of
diseases.
When FAREL entered Geneva, the Papal party became alarmed. He
was the terror of the priests, who saw their craft was in da.nger, and
ordered him to leave the city. But FAREL stood his ground; and, with
God's truth realized in his conscience, and the "Vord of God to confirm
every statement, he refused to leave; on the contrary, he appealed to
the Senate for protection, and challenged the priests to confer with him
on the points of disagreement between the Ohurch of Rome and the
Book of God. But arguments on points of doctrine Popery avoids. It
demands submission and obedience, but not controversy.
The meeting had nearly come to a calamitous ending, as one of the
ser.vants of the Vicar General point.ed a gun at FAREL, but the piece
burst in his hands, and F AREL, unhurt, turned to the assembly, saying,
"Thy shots do not terrify me." The result of this was that FAREL
was commanded to leave the city in three hours, under pain of death.
When FAREL heard the sentence, he said, "You condemn me unheard."
But he was not allowed to say another word. A general cry was raised,
" Away with him to the Rhone!" Others said, "It is better that the
Lutheran dug should die." The principal clergy fell upon him, and
would bave killed him, had not the Syndic restrained them by the
exercise of the civil power.
Three years later ,the Word of God had so far prospered among
the people, that. F AREL again visited Geneva, and found an audience
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ready to receive the Gospel, though accompanied with much enmity
from the priests.
The town of Meaux soon became the refuge and the rallying point
of the Reformation in France, and was illustrious as the resort of the
God-taught members of the Sorbonne, who turned their back on the
wise, lIoble, and great, to cast in their lot with the people of God.
The motto of the new school, drawn from Paris and located in Meaux,
was this, "The Word of God is sufficient," which was intolerable to
Popery. Once admit the light of God's Word into a country, or a
solitary individual, and the cry must needs go forth, "BabyIon is fallen."
Hence, in all ages and localities, the intense enmity of the Ohurch of
Rome to the Wora of God.
The aged LEFEVRE wished to afford to the Ohristians of France the
blessings of an open Bible, and, in 1522, he published a French translation of the four Gospels; LUTHER in Germany, and LEFEVRE in France,
promoting the same results, and each giving to their country the means
of illumination that God the Spirit revealed to the heart, which produced an extensive in-gathering of the elect.
.
The city of Meaux was inhabited chiefly by artizans and operatives
in the wool trade. When the Gospels were circulated amongst them,
so ardent was the desire to become acquainted with the truths they
contained, that the wool-combers spent their time conversing upon the
Word of God, while their hands were occupied with their work.
Sunday and festival days were wholly devoted to reading the Scripture,
and making inquiry of each other what they knew and received of its
truth.
But the storm soon gathered, and the receivers of the new faith
found it was" through much tribulation they must enter the kingdom."
The first victim that Popery seized was a poor wool-carder, JOHN
LECLERC, who, through the perusal of the Gospels, was enlightened in
the truth, and, having some ability for preaching, signalised himself by
expounding the Word of God. But the Franciscans, who were the
preachers of that day, were furious at the wool-carder's temerity.
Nothing intimidated, he set himself vigorously to visit from house to
house-spake with vehemence of the awful state of the Romish Ohurch,
filled with old wives' fables, and destitute of the Book of God. He
composed a proclamation against Rome as Anti-Ohrist, and boldly posted
up his bills to that effect on the door of the Oathedral. Exasperated
beyond all control, the Franciscans declared that an example should be
made of the wool-carder. LECLERC was put to prison, and his trial
came soon to a close. He was condemned to be flogged, three successive days, through all the streets of the city, leaving unequivocal marks,
as he proceeded, of the fidelity of the executioner in performing his
office. On the third day a still greater number assembled to see the
wool-carder branded on the forehead as a heretic. While the shouts of
approval ceased for a moment, a shriek was heard, and then a clear, ringing voice uttered these words, "Long live Jesus Ohrist and His ensigns!"
It was the wool-carder's mother, who, under similar feelings as her
suffering son, fulfilled the divine words, " Wboso loveth son or daughter
more than Me, is not worthy of Me." LECLERC, liberated, was not
mollified by his scourging, but the instincts of divine and human nature
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were .more than ever opposed to its doctrines and practices. He took
refuge in Metz, where the Gospel was received by his instrumentality.
While he worked at his trade, he enlightened the minds of many of
his own class, and the humble wool-carder laid the foundation of a
Church there that became celebrated as the home of many Gospel
teachers and true converts. LECLERC suffered many tortures, and was
sentenced to be burnt upon a slow fire. Such was the death of the
first martyr in France, the fruitful results of the Gospel preached by
the apostle F AREL.
THE

LATE

DR.

NEWMAN.

As we lately remarked, the want of solid principle is a lamentable
feature of the present times. There is an almost utter disregard to what
is due to the Most High, and the promulgation of His truth, and the
furtherance of His kingdom and cause. If a man has secured a name
and fame by human power and creature ability, that suffices to hand
him down to posterity, as one famous in his day and generation, though
the very prominence he has secured for himself has been at the sacrifice
of all vital principle. What proof have we had of this state of things
in connection with the recent death of that old and most unenviable
porvert, the so-called Cardinal NEWMAN 1 Notwithstanding the widespread destruction of which he was the hapless instrument, plunging
hundreds, if not thousands, into the dark and deadly abyss of Popery,
he has been greatly eulogized, even in so-called Protestant pulpits; yea,
and even by prelates, who ought to know better. His apostasy from
truth has virtLlally been regarded as a trifle, and as a step that ought
to be treated with the utmost leniency. Some have exprel:lsed themselves
in regard to these pulpit compliments upon the departed as "Christian
courtesy." Christian courtesy indeed! Wherein is to be found a holy
zeal and a devout jealousy for God and truth 1 It is a creature
sacrifice, from a fleshly standing, of all that is due to the Most High,
as a holy God, and as justly entitled to the utmost possible reverence
for His chardcter and commands. To compliment a pervert from truth,
or to make excuses for his turning away from God and His plainlypronounced principles, is to cast the divine commands and injunctions
into the very face of the great Jehovah. It is a daring insult to the
Most High. The Almighty Creator virtually sacrificed in order to screen
the feeble dust and nothingness of the creature. Perish, we say, such
God-dishonouring practices.
The awful character and hapless consequences cannot by any means
be unduly considered Moreover, the name of one who admitted he
had been the cause of so many joining the Church of Rome has
been sought to be perpetuated by the adoption in numberless places of
a hymn which, to say the least, is one of a most questionable character.
When asked the meaning of "Lead, kindly light," its author (the
hapless NEWMAN) either could not or would not, he said, after the
lapse of half-a-century, state his meaning. Does such refusal accord
with the conduct or the experience of one savingly and experimentally
taught of God 1 What said the dying patriarch 1 "The God that hath
fed me all my life long, the Angel who redeemed me from all evil,
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bless· the lads." The Apostle could testify to the fact that he "knew
whom he had believed, and was persuaded that He was able to keep
that which he had committed unto Him against that day." Now, where
was the semblance of this knowledge upon the part of the apostate
NEWMAN, or what was there of a definite and distinctive character in
his much-applauded hymn 1 Where was there the recognition of a
Divine Person 1 Where was CHRIST in the hymn ~ We regard it as
mere sentimentalism, such as might be penned by many a heathen
philosopher or poet.
Doubtless we shall be regarded as most narrow-minded for thus expressing ourselves; but. these are not the days for tampering with truth,
or, for the sake of a good name and the yielding to a miscalled charity,
coquetting with a worldly policy, or cherishing a Laodicean supineness.
Had we space we would gladly reproduce an admirable letter of Canon
BELL upon the subject of the compliments paid to the memory of the
late pitiable pervert, the hapless NEWMAN.
THE EDITOR.

THE POPISH "IDOL" OF WESTMINSTER.
WE have spoken of the absence of thorough principle, as so characteristic of the present day. Wherein can it be more marked than in
the way the so-called "Cardinal," Dr. MANNING, is received and complimented in high quarters 1 With the facts which have been of worldwide notoriety, with the motives and the efforts so unmistakably
declared by himself, is he entitled, we ask, to an iota of confidence 1
Would an avowed traitor to his Sovereign and country be a proper
subject for regard and encouragement 1
Reader, contemplate the statements in the annexed recently-published
letter :Her Majesty has taken the oath to protect the Protestant constitution of
this country; an oath the Heir.Apparent, His Royal Highness, will have to
take. Now what is Dr. MANNING'S mission in this country 1 It is utterly
to destroy our Protestant constitution! In his "Sermons on Ecclesiastical
Subjects" (vol. L, p. 166,1870) we read his address" To the third Provincial
Council of Westminster":"This nineteenth century will make a great epoch in the history of the
Church. . .. It is good for us to be here in England. It is yours, Right
Rev. Fathers, to SUbjugate and subdue, to bend and to break the will of an
Imperial race, the will which, as the will of Rome of old, rules over nations
and people, invincible and inflexible. . . . Surely a soldier's eye and a
soldier's heart would choose, by intuition, this field of England for the
warfare of faith. . . . It is the head of Protestantism, the centre of its move·
ments, and the stronghold of its powers. Weakened in England, it is paralysed everywhere; conquered in England, it is conquered throughout the
world. Once overcome here, all is but a war of detail. All the roads of
the whole world meet in one point, and, this point reached, the whole world
lies open to the Church's will."
With regard to the Royal supremacy in his second series of "Essays on
Religion" (1867, p. 19), he asserts :"The Royal supremacy has perished by the law of morality which censures
all farthly things. And at this period of our history the supremacy of the
Vicar of Jesus Christ re· enters, as full of life 3S when Henry VIII. resisted
Clem~nt VI., and ElIzabeth withstood Pius V. The undying authority of the
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Holy See i, once more an active power in England; the shadow of Peter
has fa.llen &.gain upon it."
Dr. MANNING has lJublicly exhorted all members of the Roman Church
to be "Catholics first and EngJi_hruen after." It was Dr. MANNING who
hims"lf petitioned the Pope to beatify the traitors against their Queen and
country who were hanged during Elizabeth's reign. And he has told us that
thq "shed their bluod for Christ's sake."

Reader, we entreat you duly to consider these things.
THE EDITOR.

A BIT OF EXPERIENCE; OR, NIGHT CRIES.
I HAVE passed a most painful night. My exercises have been of the
acutest kind. Oh, how have I entreated the Lord to enable me to
"roll my burden upon Him;" yea, to "cast all my care upon Him."
In consequence of the special trial that has been upon me, from such
an unlooked-for and unexpected quarter, how have I thought of the
words of the Psalmist-yea, of the Psalmist's Lord and Master, "It was
not an enemy . . . but thou, a man mine equal, my guide, and mine
acquaintance. We took sweet counsel together, and walked unto the
house of God in company." Oh, how have I besought and entreated
the Lord to enable me to cast off the burden. How haye I striven to
remind Him it was, strictly speaking, His matter and not mine; but,
alas! how altogether powerless have I felt in my endeavours to transfer
the weight, and the care, and the burden from self to Him I How does
one feel at such seasons that it is the Lord, and the Lord alone, can
accomplish this! He must transfel', as well as take. He must convey,
as well as ca1"l·y. He must nmove, as well as receive. So helpless-aye,
and hopeless, too- is the creature! How often do I think of the case of
the poor woman who could "in no wise lift up herself"! That is
precisely my condition, the Lord knoweth. I don't think I ever found
it so more than during tl.e restlessness and wakefulness and conflict
of the past night. It was one of those seasons of which I dread the
recurrence, and cause.; me oftentimes-yea, more frequently than otherwise-to retire to my bed with fear and dread of similar conflict,
wrestling, and importunity. It is when I plead, and cry, and implore,
and beseech, and there comes no whispel' of love, no softness, no
mellowness, as the effect of some renewed token of love and mercy,
that I do indeed "groan, being burdened."
Professors may say what
they please about the folly of trusting to feeling, or reproach as they do
for the want of faith,. but I am bound to testify that if my Lord and
my God keeps out of sight, and heeds not my cry nor importunity, I
cannot be content or satisfied. Past seasons (however favoured or
blessed for the time being) will not-cannot-meet present necessities.
They may act, and (blessed be God!) they do act, as earnests and
assurances, but nothing more, as to present claims and present cries. In
a feelingly helpless, destitute condition, nothing short of the Lord's
own renewings and revivings win meet the want and necessity-the
difficulty and distress. What can maintain the intimacy-what the
familiarity-what the fellowship and communion, but this ~ What else
can give a practical answer tu tIle all-important inquiry, "Who is this
that cometh Ill' from the wild, rue~s, leaning upon the Beloved ~" No
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position nor possession-no attainment nor association-can suffice, short
of Jesus and His smiles, Jesus and His love-words, Jesus and His
pledges, neither to leave nor forsake; Jesus and His renewed assurances
that He will carry on and carry out; Jesus and His covenant promises that He will bring on and bring home ; Jesus and His renewed
declarations that He will be both in the flood and in the fire; Jesus
that He will be found in the Jordan as well as through the wilderness. Thus it must be Jesus only now, henceforth, and for ever!
Oh, how constantly does the cry burst forth from my inmost soul,
"Whom have.1 in heaven but Thee 1 and there is none upon earth I
desire in comparison with Thee. My heart and my flesh faileth, but
God is the strength of my heart and my portion for ever,"
Southsea, September 7th, 1890.
D. A. D.

ANOTHER CONQUEROR THROUGH THE BLOOD.
[We have received the annexed most precious narrative from a very
old and valued correspondent. We gladly insert it as another example
of divine sovereignty in the bestowment of rich grace and covenant
mercy. It is one of those instances in which there is such a total
absence of creature interference. The Lord did His own work in His own
time and way, and to His own great name be all the praise and glory.
-En.]
"Barnabas, when he came, and had seen the grace of God."-AcTS xi. 23.
"But the anointing which ye have received of Him abideth in you, and ye
need not that any man teach YO'lt."-l JOHN ii. 27.
NEVER was my mind more forcibly impressed with the weight and
power of these words than when called to witness the freeness and
sovereignty of God's grace as evidenced in the utterances, the looks, t4e
dying testimony of one who was given for a few weeks as one of God'iil
meteors to leave a luminous track behind her in this dark and weary
world. Amid routlds of visiting amongst the careless and the merely
nominal Christians, how is the spirit revived, exhilarated, refreshed
when brought into contact with life divine; the breath of the Spirit so
real, so unequivocal, that one is almost startled by the distinctness of
evidence which surprises the" slow of heart to believe" in God's wonderworks of resurrection power when He quickens the dead soul.
S. L-- had been a correct, good-living young woman, outwardly
moral and respectable; her vocation was in service, but health failing,
she returned to the home of her parents in the little village of T - - .
She was weak and ill, but in no wise did her spiritual state differ from
that of others in the same apparent apathy. Her illness deepened,
and being utterly prostrate in weakness as she lay upon her c"uch, the
solemn question was asked, "What about your sins 1 Have you any
good hope through grace 1" Immediate was the response, the whole
countenance beaming with holy confidence, "Oh, yes; my sins are forgiven me for His name's sake. He bade me come to Him, and 1 have
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found rest unto my soul. I have peace with God through the blood
of Jesus." The vivid clearness of spiritual perception portrayed itself
in the unearthly brightness of her countenance. Whilst Scriptures and
hymns were being repeated, she would follow word by word, the eyes
glistening, beaming, irradiated by an inward light which needed no
earthly teaching. Her soul was always in tune; the breathing of the
Spirit upon the weak strings of the instrument, only brought the full
accord of prayer and praise and heavenly melody. One felt a fear of
any effort to teach her in the way of explaining or unfolding truth.
Her soul seemed to have grasped its mysteries, not as such indeed, but
as divine simplicities. In ministry to her, the thing to be aimed at
was to educe what God had been teaching her: to fall into His track
and follow. When pressed as to the precise time of her divine illumimination, she said (while she lay in weakness on her bed), "It was on
that bed over there (pointing to a little couch in the same room), not
by night, but by day, He said to me, 'Rest your soul entirely on Me;
your sins are forgiven you. You have no need to fear.' And then
came my peace. I have never lost it since for one moment. It is, as
nearly as I can say, four or five weeks since He came to me. I had
been very unhappy before, and besought the Lord very hard that He
would show me the right way, and He did."
Then she spoke of a little tract, which was entitled, "A Question
Worth Oonsidering," which, she said, made matters very clear to her.
She had looked out all the passages of Scripture therein referred to.
They are marked in her Bible, as also John xvii., John v. 24,
Acts xvi. 31 and following, Romans vi., and John iii. She would
enter upon a little disquisition with herself about "Ye must be born
again," and "That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that
which is born of the Spirit is spirit." Not as if she had got hold of
any difficulty, but that it was all so plain. She was "light in the
Lord." No matter what Scripture was repeated, she seemed familiar
with the text, followed with deep intelligence both with lips and eyes,
and so bright her face at times as though it had been the face of an
angel! No conflict was discernible: she was a babe in Ohrist as
regards time, but so matured, so divinely taught by Himself alone!
Her favourite hymns were "Just as I am" and "Rock of Ages," and
the last passage of Scripture which she looked out, and asked to have
read to her, was Romans viii. 1-10 inclusive, her eyes and lips following word by word, especially those words, "The law of the Spirit of
life in Ohrist Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.
For what the law could not do," &c. No need of human words to
explain these precious truths; it was evident she understood, appreciated, and had the inner life sustained "not by bread, but by every
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God."
Her infantine spiritual life knew nothing of theological dogma (socalled), but God had revealed the things of the Spirit, "for the Spirit
searcheth all things; yea, the deep things of God." Thus was the seal
of God's own workmanship manifestly set upon this vessel of mercy.
She evinced the deepest concern about a brother who is evidently dying
of consumption She spoke often to him, and prayed for him constantly.
She asked to see him that she might speak to him personally once again.
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She had had a night and day of much suffering, unusual restlessness,
weary pains all over the body, earthly tenement throbbing and quivering; but as she expressed an earnest desire for the Lord's Supper, the
next morning was named as the time when God's minister would bring
the blest memorials of the broken body and shed blood of Him who is
our Life. Though so extremely weak and weary, none ahout her
thought her dying just then, and Wfl hoped on the morrow she might
be less weary, for all day there had been a tendency to doze, and hands
and feet were cold.
LatEr on, in the evening of February 13th, I went to the house where
lay this sick one whom JESUS loved, bringing a little nourishment, which,
however, she was then unable to partake of. She seemed specially
exhausted, and her mother said, "Ob, if she could bllt have a good
night! " It seemed the one thing to be desired. Accordingly I knelt
heside her, and gave her into the Saviour's arms. I love to recall the
petitions, "Lord .Jesus, look down in the fulness of Thy divine compassion upon this Thy weary, suffering child; fill her with Thy heavenly
consolations; fold her in Thine arms. May Thine everlasting arms of
love and power be underneath her! Grant a tranquil, peaceful nighta gracious sleep, if it be Thy blessed will. Fill her with Thine own
sweet love and peace. May Thy peace keep her heart and mind from
henceforth and for evermore. We give her into Thy covenant keeping,
body, soul, and spirit. Magnify the riches of Thy grace in her now
and for evermore!" I never seemed to need a petition that Satan
might not trouble, or temptation assail, for she seemed garrisoned by
the power and love of her Saviour from every foe. As I rose from
prayer, she grasped my hand, evidently wishing to express love and
gracitude, but I suppressed words, and, gently stroking her forehead,
bade her an affecLiunate fdrewell. "Good-bye, dear! To·morrow ! "
She knew what I meant, and a ray of joy overspread her weary face,
S,I thin and pale now.
There were happy times in her illness when
the flushed check and the brilliant eye, the whole countenance suffused
with unearthly radiance, formed a strong contrast to this moment of
exhausted nature.
As I left her room and turned my steps homeward, I mused upon
my earnest petitions for a tranquil night, and the thought flashed into
my mind, "It; instead, she should have a more restless, weary night
than ever, what will they think of the answer to my prayer 1" I felt
it was tbe enemy's whisper, and thought no more of it. At borne about
two or three hours, a step upon the avenue path and a knock at the
hall door bringing the message that she was gone-only once spoke
after I left her, simply to say, "Mother, lift me up!" laid back her
head, and, without sigh or struggle or conflict, passed away from sin
and sorrow and weakness into the sleep which Jesus gives to His
beloved ones. Ab, yesf<

Safe in the arms of Jesus,
Safe on His gentle breast."

Manifold have been my musings. I seem to miss the deep, rare privilege of watching God's wonder-work of grace, for I learned more from
ber than I could impart. Gem of His own perfect workmanship! Who
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teacheth like Him ~ I fancy I can see the trembling fingers turning
over the leaves of her Bible to find Romans viii., that last day of
weary mortality. She then asked for the lines, "The Final Portion"
(enclosed), and followed every syllable, turning each into prayer. I
said, "You think of your poor brother 1" She replied, "Ah, yes; I
am within the House; I want him to be inside." Her minister was
so surprised at her intelligence about Scripture in general, and her
familiarity wit.h the text whenever quoted, that he exclaimed in wonder,
"How she ever came to know all this I cannot think, and those
hymns." ".Ah," said she, "I learned them; they are in our hymn
book, but now I see them in another light."
I can but think of the following sweet lines, as expressive of this
dear one's favoured lot:"I would commune with Thee, my "But I am calm with Thee, my
God,
God,
Even to Thy seat I come;
Beneath these glorious skies;
I leave my joys, I leave my sins,
And to the height on which I stand
To commune with my God.
Nor storms nor clouds can rise.
" I stand upon the mount of God,
"0 this is life! 0 this is joy!
With sunlight in my soul;
My God, to find Thee so;
I hear the storms in vales beneath,
Thy face to see, Thy voice to hear,
I hear the thunder roll.
And all Thy love to know."
I praise my God that it was given to me to lay this dear one in
her Saviour's arms-to see her last: to waft her home on the breath
of prayer was to me a gentle indulgence from my Saviour's love. He
it was whQ arranged it thus. Glory be to the riches of His grace.
[Well indeed may you say so, dear sister in the Lord. Reader, what
think you of the foregoing ~ Oould you read it without tears ~ If
so, we could not. Oh, those dreaded, dark, dismal nights! thus so
unexpectedly to end in the glorious dawn of the eternal day!-En.]

HOPES AND HELPS.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUnNEY,-I left Hackensack some time ago to visit a
niece some distance from here. Soon after I got there I was taken
sick, and became badly affected; but I was greatly supported by precious promises from the Lord, and looked forward to the continuation
of my life here till God's appointed time. I was very feeble in body,
but the Lord, in His free, sovereign, unmerited grace, enabled me to
trust in His infinite wisdom to do all things well. After my disease
was removed, I soon regained my strength, and returned to Hackensack
a few days ago.
I have been delighted in reading the preciolls truths in the July
number of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. How fully it is proved to be the
Lord's work in the might and power in which its precious truths enter
the soul, giving strength to the weak, light to them that sit in dark-
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ness, cheering mourners in Zion, and leading them forward in the right
way to a city of habitation, to dwell for ever with the Lord. I send
the Magazine to a number of persons here, who are very glad to read
it, and be led forward in the right way to the city of God, the habitation of His holiness, where faith asserts its almighty power, and peace,
and love, and joy are brought forth.
I know how sad it is to be bound by the cords of unbelief, and be
deprived of the light of God's teaching and presence, and feel as though
the Lord hath forsaken them, and their sins become a wall of separation, depriving- them of liberty to a throne of grace. Yet the Lord is
still 'c mighty to save and strong to deliver." He sometimes takes His
w~y in the sea and his path through mighty waters, yet we learn that
He is still "mighty to save a,nd strong to deliver." His way is the
only right way to a city of habitation. Every step taken in unbelief only
serves to sink us deeper in the mire of our depravity. God's promises are
all ,; Yea and Amen in Christ Jesus." And in Him, and from Him, are
all those precious fruits brought forth for our help, deliverance, and
upbuilding in the most holy faith of the Gospel.
When the Lord leaves me to a sight, sense, and feeling of my corrupt
and depraved nature in its dreadful workings, it is an awful sight;
yet a very needful one, to make me abhor myself, and seek fellowship
and communion with my dear Lord and Saviour, who is "mighty to
save and strong to deliver," and build us up in the most holy faith of
His GospeL Yet, let come those judgments which God threatens for
the sins which abound; He will never forsake those who put their
trust in Him.
I feel anxious to hear if there is a prospect of Popery gaining ground
in England, to the exclusion of the preaching of the Gospel. May the
Lord prepare all His dear children for every trial He has appointed
for them; and, however sore it may be, God will remain the sameinfinite in wisdom, c; wonderful in counsel, and excellent in working";
Cr mighty to
save and strong to deliver," and those who trust in Him
shall never be ashamed. The power of Popery and infidelity against
the precious truths of the Gospel, is fixed in God's firm and unchangeable decree. "Thus far, and no £<trther, shall they go," for the downfall of ~abylon, and God's determined purification of His Church from
error, to make her shine again as a light in the world. No farther
sha.;ll they go than shall be consistent with God's will for the spiritual
comfort of His Church.
Yours in the love of Christ and His truth,
H'f~kensack, August 7th, 1890.
L. MOORE.
REPLY.

¥"our letter, dear sister in Christ, affords renewed proof, that the Lord
withholds His gifts until He sees they are really needed, and will, when
bestowed in His own wise and wonder-working way, be appreciated.
To offer to lend a helping hand to a strong man would be regarded
almost as an insult than otherwise. We sometimes smile to ourselves,
in a tram or a train, at the contrast in the notice of the outstretched
hand, as a help, upon the part of the quick and active, and the weak,
infirm, or timid. How thankful for the proffered help, upon the part
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of the one, in comparison with the other! So the Lord is pleased to
help His poor and needy ones. Oh, it is so blessedly true of the Lord
and His merciful doings, "J was brought low, and He helped me."
Now, how you have proved this, beloved, throughout -your lengthened
pilgrimage! Had it been otherwise, you never would have been as you
are, nor where you are. It is wholly and solely "having obtained
help of God, that you continue unto this day." And (blessed be Hi!
name !) it is but the earnest, the proof, the virtual pledge and assurance,
that what He has been and is, that He will continue to be,. so that you
have the mOf?t scriptural and blessed warrant to sing with the immortal
TOPLADY-

" Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As sure as the earnest is given;
More happy, but not more secure,
The glorified spirits in heaven."
With respect to those seasons of darkness and times of trial of
which you speak, dear sister, have you not often found, in regard to
the Lord's renewed visits and fresh mauifestations, that He has thus
rendered Himself increasingly precious ~ You have so seen His faithfulness, so felt His power, so realized His unchangeableness and His
imperishable interest in your poor, never-dying soul, that so much
additional blessedness and adoring wonder and admiration has attended
upon the fulfilment of His own Word, "Ye now have sorrow, but I
will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man
taketh from you." The renewed bedewings of His love, mellowings of
His mercy, and fresh pledges of His divine favour and faithfulness,
prompt to the heartfelt exclamation"Yes, Thou art precious to my soul,
My transport and my trust;
Jewels, to Thee, are gaudy toys,
And gold is sordid dust."
With respect to the spread of l~opery, of which our sister speaks,
;,ve cannot but believe that it is to have a short-but a very shorttriumph in this guilty, but long-favoured land. As soon as it gains the
end to which it is so rapidly attaining, and begins again to show itself
in its true colours, those who, in their mistaken policy, have aided and
abetted its sprea:i, will turn against it with increased virulence and
determination. They will then discover, but too late to retrace their
steps. Then comes from God's own hand the final and complete destruction of the Papacy. All that has been predicted in the Divine Word
will be fulfilled to the very letter j and J ehovah will visit, in His righteous wrath and indignation, that glaring usurper of His kingdom and
authority. Oh, mark the doom of "MY8TERY, BABYLON THE
GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS, AND ABOMINATIONS
OF THE EARTH." "How much she hath glorified herself, and lived
deliciously, so much torment and sorrow give her: for she saith in her
heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow.
Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, ane1
famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire: for strong is the
Lord God who judgeth her. And the kings of the earth, who have
2 T
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committed fornication and lived deliciously with her, shall bewail her,
a.nd lament for her, when they shall see the smoke of her burning,
standing afar off for the fear of her torment, saying, Alas, alas that
great city Babylon, that mighty city! for in one hour is thy judgment
come. . . ; . For in one hour so great riches is come to nought. And
every shipmaster, and all the company in ships, and sailors, and as
;many as trade by sea, stood afar off, and cried when they saw the
smoke of her burning, saying, What city is like unto this great city!
And they cast dU/st on their heads, and cried, weeping and wailing,
saying, Alas, alas that great eity, wherein were made rich all that had
ships in the sea by reason of her costliness! for in one hour is she
made desolate. Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apostles
and prophets; for God hath avenged you on her. And a mighty angel
took up a stone like a great millstone, and cast. it into the sea, saying,
Thus with violence rilhall that great city Babylon be thrown down,
and shall be found no more at all. And the voice of harpers, and
musiciam, and of vipers, and trumpeters, shall be heard no more at all
in thee; and no craftsman, of whatsoever craft he be, shall be found
any more in thee; and the sound of a millstone shall be heard no
more at all in thee; and the light of a candle shall shine no more at
all in thet' ; and the voice of the bridegroom and of the bride shall be
heard no more at all in thee: for thy merchants were the great men
of the earth; for by thy sorceries were all nations deceived. And in
her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that
were slain upon the earth." (Rev. xviii. 7-10, 17-24).
THE ED~TO~.

PRECIOUS CONFIDENCE. P"
My DEAR SISTER,-I have been very poorly a long time, but, thank
God, I find sickness better for me than health; and I am sure, when
the Lord sees best, I shall be restored to my former state. The main
thing is, to be secure of our eternal health. Of th'1t I have no doubt.
Blessed be God for His unspeakable gift. I believe not one tittle of
the Word can be broken, but that to the uttermost it shall be fulfilled,
even to me. This gives a relish to everything God sends, because
whatever comes from Him, comes always sanctified, and generally
sweetened. What the enemy attempts against our peace, God overrules
to the establishing of it, and his temptations against our graces are
made to strengthen them. This is my experience; I hope it is yours.
Rejoice ill having an Almighty Friend. Be comforted in Him. What
signifies all that Satan, or the world, or our own hearts, can do against
His power 1 We are His; that is enough. He will keep us, He will
strengthen us, He will justify us, He will sanctify and glorify us; yea,
He will do this for such as we are. Oh, let us, then, fear nothing but
displeasing Him; and while this holy fear is in our hearts, we shall go
on safely and sweetly ·homewards. There may we meet in our Father's
kingdom, and inherit all that Jesus purchased for us. . . . . .
I have not the least uneasy thought about my mother. She has
God's promise. This she shall find. The Lord keep yon and all friends.
,
• W. ROAIAINE.
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" SHE, HATH DONE WHAT SHE OOULD."

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-I was truly glad when reading of the success
the Lord has given in the sale of" Walks and Talks with Jesus." We
read, "Blessed are ye that sow beside all waters," and who can tell the
number of instances where the Lord's blessing has already rested upon
these little booklets 1 for they are scattered far and wide, not only in
this land, bgt in other lands. When I was asked if I could render
some assistance in selling these little books on behalf of that noble
institution, the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, I wrote back to say
that I was so little known, that I felt I really was not able to render
them any assistance in that way, &c. ; but while I was thus writing,
these words very forcibly struck the mind, "She hath done what she
could," and it stopped me. Though I finished the letter, yet the
words, "She hath done what she could," came so reprovingly, that I
was led to ask, Was I doing what I could 1 and 1 had to acknowledge
that I was not.. Oh, how ashamed I felt! and though some weeks now
have passed since the words came so powerfully, still they have not yet left
me. Though I have read and quoted the words many, many times, yet
I never saw and felt so much in them as I have of late; indeed, they
seemed as though I had never seen them before. Oh, what a, noble
testimony to leave behind, "She hath done what she could"! There
appears volumes in those few words. Oh, how few could in sincerity
have those words inscribed upon their tombstone! Though that woman
has been dead 1800 years, yet she still speaks to us in her noble testimony, and will speak to succeeding generations down to the end of
time. The words being so upon the mind, I said, in concluding my
letter, that they might send me one dozen copies of the little books,
but I must confess that my faith was so weak about the matter, that I
did not, and could not, believe that I should be able to sell the dozen
copies; still, I felt willing to try, and if I could not sell them, I would
give them away. When -they came, I began to sell, and was soon sold
out. This so encouraged me, that I ventured to send for fifty copies
the next time. These I also soon sold, and have sold several more
lots of fifty in a lot, making up to the present date a little over three
hundred copies.*' To some it might appear a mere trifling matter, but
I have been led so to see the hand of the Lord in it, that I am constrained to say, "This is the Lord's doing, and it is marvelloUs in my
eyes." I look back at my feelings in reference to the dozen copies,
and now see what the Lord has done, for I feel it is His work. All
hearts are in 'His haml, and He has so opened a way and inclined the
hearts of many to buy. Some of them, as I have hinttld, are gone
across the seas, and the instances that I have heard of the Lord blessing the reading of them has greatly encouraged me. Though I have
been enabled to sell over three hundred copies, I am increasingly
anxious to sell more, and I hope I shall. I generally have one or two
in my pocket, and often am encouraged in selling one here and another
• In a subsequent letter. our friend and correspondent tells us he has sold above
a thousand copies !-El!.
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there to my fellow-creatures, and this has sometimes led to a little convereation upon the Lord's goodness and mercy to us.
I do feel it is a noble gift of yours to that really deserving institution,
the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, and I feel it is also the means of
sowing the seeds of truth. Many are very zealous in spreading light
and pernicious literature, but there appears great backwardness on the
part of many to sow the seed of truth. Our Lord said, "Work while
it is day, for the night cometh when no man can work." Soon (and
we know not how soon) the day of our short life will come to a close,
and the night of death will put a stop to all things here below. And
oh, what an honour is conferred upon all who are engaged in the
service of God! I feel it is an honour to be used as an instrument of
good to the Lord's dear people. There are many ways of being useful
in the Lord's cause. It is not necessary for all to be ministers of the
Gospel. What a mercy to have a love to the Lord's poor and affiicted
people. The Apostle puts it as a sure evidence of the life of God
being in the soul; hence he says, "We know that we have passed from
death unto life, because we love the brethren;" but he also says, "My
little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed
and in truth." We often remark, "Actions speak louder than words."
I feel it is a privilege to be instrumental of good in any way to God's
people. They are to me the excellent of the earth. The language of
my heart is"With them numbered may I be,
Now and through eternity;"
and yet I am often tried and exercised as to my relationship with
them; and there are times when gloom and darkness pervade the mind,
that I am so full of fears lest I should be deceived at last. What
with the power of unbelief and Satan's suggestions, I seem at times on
the borders of despair; but, what a mercy! not in despair. Everything
here below is passing away. To-day these lines have been much upon
my mind"Ohange and decay in all around I see,
o Thou that changest not, abide with me."
I have so many changes in myself. If those who had no changes
feared God, I must despair of being one of that happy number. With
one I can say, "I am full of changes;" and this often brings me into
confusion, so that I know not where I am nor what I am. IVhat a
consolation to my poor troubled heart have these words been, when
accompanied by the power of the Holy Ghost, "I am the Lord, I
change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed." He" rests
in His love," and never, no never will change. Our love is so fickle;
it fluctuates-ebbs and flows. Oh, that we had more love to Him who
hath done so great things for us. We have abundant cause to bless
and praise the Lord for His goodness and mercy vouchsafed to us;
yea, I often think no one has greater cause to bless and praise the
Lord for His goodnes" and mercy manifested to me, and yet who can
.
praise Him less 1
Sometimes a sweet and blessed hope is raised up in my soul that I
shall one day, when I have done with the cares and toils of the
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wilderness, join in singing" the song of Moses and the Lamb." How it
cheers and invigorates one's poor heart! Oh, to be there, for ever free
from sin! No more trials, no more sorrow, no more doubts nor fears;
no more Satan to harass and perplex us, but to be there for ever and
ever! As one says"There we shall see His face,
And never, never sin;
But from the river of His grace
Drink endless pleasure in."
And when we get a sip of this river, it strengthens and revives us.
We only have a taste here at the stream, but we can say"If such the sweetness of the streams,

What must the fountain be,
Where saints and angels draw their bliss
Immediately from Thee!"
Ab! what indeed must it be ! We cannot conceive, for the Apostle
says, "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the
heart of man, the things which God bath prepared for them that love
Him." Then what an unspeakable mercy to have the heart drawn out
in love and affection to the Lord. " We love Him because He first
loved us." As the Prophet Jeremiah, by the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit, writes for the encouragement of the Lord's poor tired people,
" Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love"; but we want to
realize the proof of it, and the Lord sa.ys," Therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee." Many years have passed away since the
Lord was first pleased to draw my heart and affections after Him, but
oh, the many wanderings in heart from Him!
"Often I feel my sinful heart
Prone from my Saviour to depart;
But though I have Him oft forgot,
His loving-kindness changes not."
All the changes are in us, none in our God. "Though we believe
not, yet He abideth faithful: He cannot deny Himself." If we could
believe that the Lord could change, we should have no hope; therefore,
as the Apostle says, "of all men we should be the most miserable."
Though we pass through so many changes, our changeable feelings do
not alter the purposes of God. The sun is still shining in the firmament, though often clouds hide it from our view, and the Sun of
Righteousness is still the same, though we may not be able to feel His
warm and invigorating rays; yet it is a sweet truth tbe poet writes"Did Jesus once upon me shine?
Then Jesus is for ever mine."
And I should lie against my conscience if I said the Lord had not
shone into my poor heart many, many times during my pilgrimage
journey through the wilderness; and sometimes I have thought I should
never sink so low again, but I do, and sometimes so much so as to
wonder whether, after all, I shall ever get safe at last. Yet, strange as
it may appear, I can, and do, often tell others they have no real cause
to fear, and that they are wrong in judging by their feelings, &c.
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"Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trust Him for His gI·ace."
The Apostle says, "We walk by faith, and not by sight," yet that is
the very' thing I am often wanting, namely, to walk by sight. I confess,
my faith is often at a low ebb. The prayer of the disciples is
often the language of my heart, "Lord, increase my faith." Unbelief is
my great enemy; it robs me of my comfort, and God of His glory.
Neither Satan nor unbelief can ever rob the child of God of salvation.
That can never be lost, for, with the Apostle, "we are confident of this
very thing, He which hath begun a good work, will perform it until
the day of Jesus Christ." Where the Lord gives grace, He will
assuredly give glory. The poet sings"The weakest saint shall win the day,
Though death and hell obstruct the way."
But though neither Satan nor unbelief can rob us of salvation, they
often rob us of the comfort and joy thereof, causing us to say with the
Psalmist, "Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation "; and, blessed be
Ilis holy name, He does again and again; and yet we still are such
poor bankrupts, and that is what God designs us to be. Man by nature
is proud, and thinks he has something, but he has nothing to be proud
of. The Psalmist said, "I am poor and needy, yet the Lord thinketh
upon me." Yes, the Lord's thoughts have ever been towards the poor
and needy ones, but" the proud He knoweth afar off." I feel that, the
older I get, the more I feel my poverty in spiritual and divine things.
. Of late these words have been much upon my mind, "Give unto the
Lord the glory due unto His name." But who can do it? who is
sufficient for this thing 1
"Living tongues are dumb at best;
We must die to speak of Christ."
And yet I am often so fearful about the hour and article of death.
Often, in cases that come under my own observation, I feel how the
Lord fulfils His gracious promises, "When thou passest through the
waters, I will be with thee "; and, "La, I am with thee" ; "I will never
leave thee nor forsake thee," &c., &c.
.But I must close. Wishing you every needed blessing for time and
eternity, and that you may be spared to the Church of God a few
years longer, is the sincere prayer of-Yours very sincerely,
Cambridge.
ELIJAH COR.
COllHtlENTS.

1. The experience of our friend and correspondent, in regard to the
changes and the many doubts and fears of which he speaks, is by no
means singular, but very much the experience of the dear family of
God at the present time. We are persuaded that it is permitted of
God, in order to keep them in their right place-namely, in a simple
and entire dependence upon Himself, and, instrumentally, to preserve
them from being caught in any of the many snares and entrapments
with which the day abounds. The more we hear and see of the professing world, the more convinced we are of the fearful aboundings of
the most fatal errors and delusions.
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2. Another purpose, we believe, the Lord has III view, with respect
to the very special way in which lie tries His people at the present
time-His ministering servants in particular-He visits them with trial,
and subjects them to peculiar exercises, in order to prove the fallacy
with which the advocates of the doctrines of grace are charged, as to
the ruinous and God-dishonouring tendencies of such doctrines-namely,
that they lead to recklessness and carelessness-yea, even to licentiQusness-of living.
Now, we utterly deny this, and fearlessly contend that where these
doctrines are rightly received-that is, where they are implanted in
the heart an'd begotten in the soul by the life-giving power of the
Holy Ghost--there is correspondingly a love to the Person and the
attributes of J ehovab, as a holy Being, hating an that is sinful or
impure. What God loves, that those who are born of Him love likewise. What is contrary to His character, they, in their new, distinct
nature, detest and abhor also. Their greatest trial and their heaviest
burden, whilst still sojourners on earth, after their call by grace, is the
sin which still clings to their fallen nature, like the ivy to the oak,
or intersects the walls of the earth, built cottage.
3. In proof of the cbaracter of the times in which we live, and the
peculiar trials with which the Lord sees fit to exercise His people-His
servants especially-it was but yesterday we were conversing with a brother minister of long standing and experience, who stated that he was really
at a loss to unuerstand the strange notions and peculiar views now being
adopted by those of whom higher and better things might be expected.
Among the delusions of the day, now so widely prevailing, were healing
by faith, and perfection in the flesh. He cited instances, by way of
illustration, which were as absurd as they were unscriptural; and yet
these views were adhered to and defended, in spite of all argument or
persuasion. Again, in regard to certain men that had, for very many
years, held and boldly proclaimed the doctrines of grace, how severely,
in their last days, were they exercised with doubts and fears; still
tenaciously adhering to the truths they had so long held dear, at the
same time so lacking the comfort they had enjoyed ere the power of
ministering had, through age and infirmity, been withdrawn. Whilst,
however, such was the case, and these servants of God mourned over
their then state even to tears, it was heart-cheering and soul-strengthening to hear, at last, of their dying testimony. Sad and mournful as
was their previous state, yet, when they came to the closp., there was
a blessed confirmation of the word, "Mark the perfect man, and behold
the upright, for the end of that man is peace."
4. So far from the believers in and the advocates of covenant truth
being moved by the opposers of the same, or themselves shaken in their
belief of sound doctrine or the verities of the sacred Word, their very
exercises, painful and void of comfort as they may be, only tend to
ratify and confirm their own doctrinal convictions. Amid their own
changes and in connection with their personal deep and heartfelt
exercises, a solid satisfaction possesses them upon the ground of their
conviction, that their God changeth not; yea, that "He rests in' His
love,", and is "the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever";' yea, they
rejoice in the lines of dear KENT, where he says-
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"Here let the weary rest
Who love the Saviour's name;
Though with no consolation blest,
The covenant stands the same."

Ah, the covenant! the covenant! What should we do without the
covenant ~ 'Ve are reminded, whilst writing, of meeting a certain gentleman, some years ago.
He was a colonel in the army. "You
clergymen," said he, "say so little about the covenant." "Not speak
of the covenant ~ " was our reply, "Why, I rarely, if ever, preach a
sermon without talking more or less about the covenant. Here, see
what I have just been reading upon the subject," at the same time
calling his attention to our book, "Pilgrim Papers," in which the
c?venant is so much dwelt, upon. In fact, as years increase and infirmitIes multiply, we can, without hesitation, testify that the covenantthe covenant-becomes increasingly dear. 'Ve rejoice in the covenant!
We exult in the covenant! vVe bless and praise, magnify and adore
our covenant God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, for the covenant!
THE EDITOR.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY,

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-" Grace to you, and peace, from God our
Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. I thank my God through Jesus
Christ for you, that your faith is spoken of throughout the whole
world. For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the
Gospel of His Son, that without ceasing I make mention of you always
in my prayers." It hath pleased Him to spare me to send you some
more testimonies of the sure but silent work being done by this Mission. "Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord
of Hosts." Praised be His holy name! Thankful for all the benefits
conferred in the past, being conferred in the present, and that will be
(bless His holy name !) in the future, I am looking with simple confidence
to Him for the carrying on and maintenance of this His own handiwork.
I received a letter this morning from your courteous Publishers,
Messrs. W. H. and L. COLLINGRIDGE, portions of wl-.ich I trust you
will allow me to lay before your numerous truth-loving readers and
sympathizers with this Mission:We are clearing out a good deal of back stock, and we wrote thinking
you would be glad of such a volume as Old Jonathan at almost wastepaper price for circulation through your Mission. We can supply a large
number of these, from two thousand to five thousand, and if you can see
your way to take this quantity you can have them at 6~d. per copy. We should
have no objection to let the matter spread over for a time-say six months. The
readers of Old Jonathan and 1he GOSPEL MAGAZINE have taken such an
interest in your mission work that we feel sure it would be pleasing to know
th~t.such a large number had been circulated through your agency.
.This needs no comment. We can but add that the Old Jonathan,
bound or in single penny numbers, is very acceptable reading to all
classes. It has refreshed many a wayfarer laid on a bed of illness in
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many a military and naval hospital. Many a poor soldier and sailor in
far-off freezing or sultry climes have gladly welcomid them, and been
refreshed and reminded of their dear old native land-Old England.
The young in all regions-white, black, copper-coloured, &c.-have
welcomed and looked forward with pleasure to Old Jonathan's happy
arrival, causing their dear young faces to beam with pleasure on seeing
their old but young acquaintance.
Now, dear Doctor, in the face of the City Press Publishers' letter
and these testimonies, we venture to presume on your well-known
courtesy and kindness of heart, to ask you to be good enough to open
what I would like to be called the Old Jonathan fund, to enable those
of your numerous readers who wish to do so to send as much as the
Lord will lay on their hearts to do, to enable us to purchase and
circulate the five thousand bound volumes of Old Jonathan. We make
this appeal in simple faith and reliance on God alone, believing that if
it be His will we shall accomplish our purpose.
FROM THE LONDON DOCKS.
The three boxes came safely to hand. The Lord has opened up a way
for us to extend our wurk to Leitk, a minister there having organized a
.band of young men to work in the Leith docks, to whom I have sent part
of the contents of those boxes; so, by the grace of God, there is equality
and fellowship in service. God supplies your abundance, you keep me
furnished. I have opportunity to send to workers here and there, and Christ
is lifted up. Praise and thanksgiving ascend to Him, and we who are His, are
strengthened by this evidence of His providence and love. I was glad to
find some of Dr. DOUDNEY'S books in the parcel, also some Sowers, both
of which have been used of God in our work.
FROM SEAMEN'S REST, PORT SAID.
Your kind letter and parcel of tracts per S.8. Kangru duly to hand. We
do praise God for His blessing that maketh rich. You will be pleased to
learn that we are going on hopefully in His strength. You will excuse these
few lines for the present. My wife will write you more fully shortly.
Yours respectfully, &c" &c.
FROM A WORKER IN MALTA.
I hope you will excuse me for not replying to your very kind letter of
the 23rd June last. I waited until I received the case of books, which I
did on Friday last, and very acceptable they are, for I have been at low
water mark for a long time, and if it had not been for the help I receive
from my Christian Anglo.Israel friends, I could have scarcely continued my
visits to the guardrooms; and now I can assure you that a goodly number
of the books contained in the case .are already in circulation, for Mr. B--,
of the Mission to Seamen, was quite out, and so I could not have bread
and see my brother hunger, but assisted him, and now the books are travelling. to different parts of the globe, and may they prove a blessing to many
souls. Your monthly parcel just received from the postman. How many
there are that seem to appreciate the contents of your parcel; and they
speak especially of the beautiful reading they get from the pen of dear Dr.
DOUDNEY. What a multitude of prayers there must be ascending to the
throne of grace for blessings on him. A Christian lady opened a
Soldiers and Sailors' Welcome in Valletta a short time since,. and invited me
to conduct a Bible-class once a week. I commenced last week, and there
met some soldiers I had talked to in the guardrooms, and sailors that had
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bought Bibles from me. We had a very nice meeting, but not many present;
but trust the D;lembers will increase, if my puny efforts are acceptable.
Will you ask our Father to bless the meetings? We are thankful that you
can say that tbe Lord is dealing mercifully with you and family. I too can
say I have much more to be thankful for than I have to complain of.
My wife still suffers in her feet; she scarcely ever goes out of doors. With
our best wishes and humble prayers for a blessing on your work. 'Vhen
you are writing to dear Dr. DOUDNEY, please give my earnest Christian
regards to him. Will you kindly forward the enclosed mite to the Dr.
DOUDNEY Testimonial Jubilee, on behalf of myself and Mrs. B--? 1
should have sent in my last, but thought others would subscribe. Wishing
Dr. DOUDNEY- may long live to continue the Editorship of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE and Old Jonathan, is the prayer of your sincere friend and well.
wisher.
FROM A GIBRALTAR WORKER AMONGST SOLDIERS.
I feel I have been very lazy in answering your kind letter of the 23rd
lilt. Your box arrived in safety, and let me return you my very hearty
thanks. Literature for distribution is always in request here, and can
always be disposed of amongst the 5,500 troops stationed here. Let me
also take this opportuni.ty of thanking you for the frequent packets of books
I have received from you. May I be permitted to add a word respecting
the books sent? The Sunday at HO?ne and Leisu1'e Hour are most valuable,
and are read by Protestants and Catholics alIke. Also" Walks and Talks
with J ems" and Old Jonathan, but we have to be most careful with
denominational literature, otherwise the chaplains are down upon us at once.
A short time ago a chaplain complained that he had found a Baptist book
in the hospital. So that such books as the Gospel Standm'd, the organ of
that denomination, it it impossible to circulate. I also venture to suggest
that such books as these are hardly suitable for distribution amongst men the
majority of whom are indifferent to religion, and who can only be induced
to read Gospel literature when it is presented in a bright and attractive
form. These books, on the contrary, seem more suitable as strong meat for
advanced Christians. I trust, dear Mrs. BRIDER, you will pardon these
few remarks, as they are based upon my own observations. I shall be very
grateful for any contribution of books. With kind Christian regards.
FROM A MAN.O'·WAR'S MAN IN ONE OF OUR NAVAL BARRACKS.
DEAR F.RIEND,-Many thanks for sendinl{ out the little leaflets" Horn"'''
to the army and navy. The first I have seen was the June number, and as
it was casually put in 'my hand, the first four lines of the beautiful hymn
on the front caught my eye, and for a long time I could not get them out
of my mind, nor have I been able to do so yet. In dull moments I
commenced to hum them over, apparently against my will. I am a back.
slider, have only a few months ago, almost unknown to myself, fallen. When
I could grasp fully the thought what I lost, I went down deeper and
deeper. I felt there was no hope for me, so gave myself wholly to
drink and wild company, but so far I was permitted to go and no fnrther.
A kind, loving Father landed me on a b€d of sickness, and gave me time
to think and read between my ·times of pain. Your little leaflet has been read
and re.read, and it has given me comfort; but, oh, I am a long way yet,
but I feel now that there is hope for the backslider yet. Praying that
everyone of your leaflets may prove useful, Yours, &c.
FROM A WORKER IN MONMOUTRSRIRE.
Your very kind response to my application came safely to hand, and the
three larg'" boxes of reading placed at my disposal by the Mission under your
direction will enable me to pur8ue my labourB among the seamen with greater
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success. I sometimes think how invaluable your aid is, so kindly and
promptly rendered, that without your help the work would flag at many of
the Lord's outposts. The kind and loving Master has made you and your
dear husband, now reaping his reward with Jesus, invaluable instruments to
His labourers, supplying them with the needful seed to sow broadcast
among the many hosts of sailors and soldiers. Your letter seemed to breathe
that help was needed to carry on this great and important work entrusted
to you. Let all God's people note this. Books and papers are lying in
heaps on shelves and in cupboards that would brighten weary hours at sea,
and under canvas, beneath a burning sun, or amid blasts of winter. So we
pray that such as have such reading matter laid aside may seek it out and
send it to you for the" Gospel Book Mission to the Army and Navy," and
let UB ail remember "the ox that treadeth out the corn,"-i.e., the widow who
longs to serve Jesus as her husband did in carrying on this mighty work.
May the blessing of God rest graciously upon you, is the prayer of, &c, &C.
In conclusion, I would say that, after much prayer, the Lord has
opened a new home for His work and for us. It has cost me and
my dear ones many a pang to leave the old nest, hallowed to us by
so many sacred associations of the past, connected with a fond and
loving father and husband now resting from his labours. "Write,
Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth. Yea,
saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their
works do follow them." Our new address is, "THE MISSION HOUSE,
WILTON ROAD, SALISBURY." The closing portion given to me is,
" Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation.
The Lord God is my strength, and He will make my feet like hinds'
feet, and He will make me to walk upon mine high places."
I am, dear Dr. DOUDNEY, yours very humbly in Jesns' service,
(MRS.) ANN E. BRIDER.

Mission H(JUSe, Wilton Road, Salisbury, SeptembeT 11th, 1890.

"FAREWELL UNTIL THE MORNING."
"FAREwELL until the morning,"
Until the shadows fly,
Until the golden sunlight
Illumes the eastern sky.

"Farewell until the morning,"
Until the fast is o'er;
Until we feast with angels,
Until we "want no more."

"Farewell until the morning,"
Until the conflicts end;
Until the shouts of triumph
And songs of peace ascend.

"Farewell until the morning,"
Until the painless day;
Until our God arid Saviour
Wipes all our tears away.

"Farewell until the morning,"
Until the work is done;
Until the crowns of glory
And robes of white are won.

"Farewell until the morning,"
Until we meet above,
In light, and calm, and gladness,
And perfect, deathless love.
IsA..

" I WANT not only the truth of grace, but the growth of grace,
and I come daily to the fulness of Christ for it."
If this is your
language, it is one of the best marks of being "born again" that
you canigive.
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THE CROSS AND ITS ABUSE.
[The habit of wearing a cross as an ornament, and the adoption of
Popish idolatrous practices in so many ways, is so rapidly upon the
increase that we gladly give insertion to the annexed from the pen of
a very old and highly-esteemed correspondent. The writer's arguments
are so sound and Scriptural as to entitle them to the deepest considera.
tion.-ED·l
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.

DEAR DR.. DOUDNEy,-Being much distressed while listening to a
sermon on the words, " We have an altar, whereof they have no right
to eat which serve the tabernacle," in which the minister spoke of the
altar as being the cross on which Christ Jesus was crucified, I searched
the Word afterward to see what foundation he had for such a supposition, and wrote down my thoughts on the subject.
" We have an altar." The cross on which the dear Redeemer was
crucified could not possibly be the altar St. Paul meant! What saith
the Word of God respecting the typical altar 1 "It shall be an altar
most holy" (margin, holiness of holinessesl (Exod. xl. 10). "And if
thou wilt make me an altar of stone, thou shalt not make it of hewn
stone, for if thou lift up thy tool upon it thou hast polluted it"
(Exod. xx. 23).
Christ Jesus asks the question, "Whether is greater, the gift, or the
altar that sanctifieth the gift 1 Whoso therefore shall swear by the
altar, sweareth by it, and by all things thereon." So holy was the
typical altar that the priests dared not approach it without first washing
in the laver (Exod. xxx. 20). If the lamb for the burnt offering (the
most lively type of Christ Jesus), accepted by God as a sweet-smelling
sacrifice, was sanctified by the altar, surely then the altar must typify
the divinity of Christ which made glorious Ris manhood. "The fire
upon the altar shall be burning in it; it shall not be put out." " The
fire shall ever be burning upon the altar; it shall never go out." (Lev.
vi. 12, 13). "And there came a fire out from before the Lord, and
consumed upon the altar the burnt offering and the fat: which when
all the people saw, they shouted and fell on their faces" (Lev. ix. 24).
" And the sight of the glory of the Lord was like devouring fire on
the top of the mount in the eyes of the children of Israel" (Exod.
xxiv. 17). "Then will I go unto the altar of God, unto God my
exceeding joy: yea, upon the harp will I praise Thee, 0 God, my
God" (Psa. xliii. 4). "Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices shall
be accepted upon Mine altar" (Isaiah Ivi. 7). "For our God is a
consuming fire" (Reb. xii. 29). Only the precious blood of Christ
Jesus, "our Passover," could quench the fire of divine wrath ever
burning against sin. He said, "Lo, I come to do Thy will, 0 God."
"Thus it becometh us to fulfil all rigbteousness," and "He received
from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice
to Him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I
am well pleased." Who can add to His work or worth 1 To attempt
it would be to pollute the holy altar.
"We have an altar," strong and omnipotent, "holiness of holinesses,"
which gave infinite value to the Lamb of God, once offered by our
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glorious High Priest, the Son of God and son of man. We need no
other altar, no other priest, no other sacrifice. He said when He
offered up Himself, "It is finished." He has obtained eternal redemption for us by that one offering" once for alL" He is our golden altar,
by whom our praise and petitions arise before God, perfumed with the
"much incense" of His righteousness, and glorious finished work of
atonement.
The holy apostles and the holy women paid no regard to the
material cross, the scourge, or crown of thorns; they came very early
in the morniDg to the sepulchre (not from any regard to that), but
because their Lord was laid there. He, and He alone, was the
one object of their desire. A sight again of the instruments which
tortured the Beloved of their souls would have sent a thrill of horror
through them all. St. Peter, in speaking of the cross, gave it no
distinctive title, but called it a tree: "The God of our fathers raised
up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree" (Acts v. 30); and
again, "whom they slew and hanged on a tree" (Acts x. 39). Likewise St. Paul, "They took Him down from the tree" (Acts xiii. 29).
The holy altar sanctified the gift, not so the tree. On the tree He was
made a curse for our sakes; Christ hath redeemed us from the curse
of the law, being made a curse for us, for it is written, "Cursed is
everyone that hangeth on a tree" (Gal. iii. 13).
There is no warrant in the Word of God for the reverence of the
cross, and since the superstitious regard for it has led to gross idolatry,
it is time it should be called by its right name, and not have the
prefix of "holy Jl to it. The serpent of brass was indeed a type of
Christ Jesus; yet, as it caused idolatrous worship, Hezekiah brake it in
pieces and called it Nehushtan-a piece of brass. Many learned and
devout persons foolishly start aside from the simplicity of the blessed
Gospel, and set up a cross as a medium between themselves and Christ
Jesus, and women, often to gratify their pride, wear the sign of the
torturing rood which so affiicted the Friend of sinners. It does seem
sad that any who fear God should by word or act encourage such
superstition. Those who have "Christ in them the hope of glory"
need no cross of wood, ivory, gold, or precious stones to quicken
faith and hope in Him, and love to Him. Spiritual worshippers need
no sensual helps to devotion, only the quickening influences of the
Holy Spirit, without whose help there can be no true worship. " God
is a Spirit, and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit
and in truth."
"We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat who serve
the tabernacle." Christ Jesus being the great Antitype, and having
fulfilled every jot and tittle of the law, making it honourable as our
Surety, He is therefore a soul-satisfying portion to all who truly
believe in Him, and put their whole trust in Him; and they who
would put or add to His finished work any ritual, Jewish or modern,
as essential to salvation, show thereby that they are not satisfied with
"His one offering once for alL" And if they will have a visible
altar, a man priest, and a sacrifice, then they are serving the tabernacle, .and have no right to eat of the altar referred to in the
text. They are like unto him at the marriage feast, who preferred
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his own garment to the one prepared by the king-the beautiful
wedding garment of Christ's righteousness. All seeming devotion which
is not of divine appointment is in vain. "All our righteousnesses
are as filthy rags." They may suffice to canonize a man or woman
a saint, but they are no title to heaven. "Whosoever shall not receive
the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not enter therein"
(Mark x. 15).
The cross is not even named in the Acts of the Apostles, the Epistle
to the Romans, the Epistles of St. Peter, the Epistles of St. John, the
Epistle of St. J ames, nor in the Epistle of St. J ude, and only once in
St. Paul's Epistle to the Hebrews, "Looking unto Jesus the author
and perfecter, or finisher, of our faith; who for the joy that was set
before Him endured the cross" (Heb. xii. 2); neither is it once named
in the Book of the Revelation of Jesus Christ to St. John. Common
sense is sufficient to show us that when Jesus said, "He that taketh
not his cross and followeth after Me, is not worthy of Me" (Matt. x.
38), He did not mean a material cross; the context is plain that
nothing is to be valued in comparison with Him-parents, children, honour,
wealth, nor even life itself. And it is evident that when St. Paul
speaks of the cross he does not mean the material one, but the life of
holy obedience, suffering, glorious work of the Son of God, and perfect
atonement finished upon the cross by Him, which was the sum and
substance of his faith, his preaching, and his glory.
E. MeP.
THE LATE W. L. ROLLESTON.
A SeRAP FROM :MEMORY.
How strikingly the last days of the Rev. W. L. ROLLESTON'S life exemplified a remark of his about being" willing rather to be absent from
the body and present with the Lord" ; which often troubles the minds
of God's people, who, feeling the strong attraction of earthly ties still,
fear lest it should be so to the end: "If you attempt to gather the fruit
of a tree while it is yet unripe, with what tenacity it clings to the
branches-it requires a wrench to pluck it away; but as the sun ripens
and mellows the pleasant fruit, it falls into the hand of Him who
gathers it at the gentlest touch."
- That there was in him this clinging to those earthly ties so dear to
his heart, the tears glistening in his eyes, as he would speak of his
prayerful solicitude for their present and eternal welfare, testified j yet,
as the Sun of Righteousness shining upon his soul, ripened the fruit
of the Spirit in him, and "patience had her perfect work" in his
aflliction, the loosening from earth's tenderest associations was manifest
in the one supreme desire "to depart and to be with Christ, which is
far better" than the best this world affords; and so the words of
the Truth Himself were verified, "But when the fruit is brought forth,
immediately he putteth in the sickle, because the harvest is come" (Mark
iv. 29). Then, as ADELAIDE NEWTON once observed, "To leave it in
the field would argue neglect or indifference on the part of the husbandman." So the servant of Christ, "fully ripe" for the garner, was
ready to fall into the Master's loving hand at His gentle touch.
Leicester.
MARY.
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"VENGEANCE IS MINE; I WILL REPAY, SAITH THE LORD."
A SIMPLE circumsta.nce was the means of bringing these words most
forcibly to the mind, nor do I think I ever saw more clearly the
desirableness and the satisfaction of giving heed to the Lord's Word,
"The cause that is too hard for thee, brin~ it unto Me, and I will
hear it." Sure I am that there is not the least need of an apparently
injured or traduced man seeking to vindicate himself, or to clear or
establish his own character. The Lord Himself will do that, "but He
will do it in· His own time and in His own way. He will be true to
His promise, "He shall bring forth thy righteousness as the light, and
thy judgment as the noonday." But mark, He will do it Himself! He
has no need of man's assistance in the matter, nor will the Lord be
interfered with in the accomplishment of His own purposes and in the
fulfilment of His own Word. Hence, if we can detect in ourselves
a yielding to the spirit of dictation, or a seeking to hasten the Lord
in His dispensations, we may be sure that upon such grounds, the
trial has not as yet had its due and intended effects. "He that
believeth shall not make haste."
vVe are to "stand still, and see the
salvation of the Lord." 'Ne are to "be still, and know that He is
God." Trifling as the incident to which I a"m about to refer may
appear, it served to attend the thirty-seventh and seventy-third Psalms
with a power that must be felt in order to be understood. No poor words of
man could define or describe that power, so purely supernatural is it.
It comes from God, and it returns to Him in adoring wonder, praise,
and thanksgiving. At the same time, it is so suggestive of the need
of a patient watchfulness and a hopeful dependence at the mercy-seat.
It is time, however, that I named the incident to which I have
already alluded. A certain person had for several years pursued a
course of the grossest deception, and that under the garb and profession
of a religious teacher. The falsest and most treacherous means were
resorted to in order to cover and maintain the deception. A high
degree of sanctity was assumed, coupled with a perpetual smile and ~~
patience and amiability that were both surprising and unaccountable.
In a word, mystery may best define the character. However, at
length, and after a considerable period, the mask proved too slender
to cover the real with the' pretentious and assumed. The poet's words
were verified"The painted hypocrite is found
By the disguise he wears."
After an interval of many years, I this day of a sudden met this
poor hapless man. I think I was never more surprised nor shocked.
The change from a brisk, quick-stepping, upright figure, to that of a
stooping, decrepit old man, with the most woe-stricken countenance it
is possible to imagine, was altogether beyond description. The face
bespoke the most utter despair! I never remember to have gazed
upon its counterpart. It seemed as though the solemn judgments of
eternity had already set in upon that poor, wretched creature. I should
have stopped and spoken, but I was so shocked at the suddenness and
the solemnity of the spectacle, that I was as it were paralyzed I I
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seemed struck dumb before the Lord. I felt, that had I attempted to
speak, I should have been at a perfect loss to have known what to
say. Well do I remember that same hapless man, some five-and-twenty
years ago, presenting this petition at a certain prayer-meeting, "Do
Thou answer us by terrible things in righteousness." "Oh," thought I,
"what is the man asking for 1 How little can he be aware of the direful
consequences, should the Lord take him at his word." Hence, when I
closed that prayer-meeting with a few petitions, they were of a very
different character. From that day to this I have never forgotten that
meeting, nor· that so-called prayer. Whether the despondency so
deeply inwrought upon the countenance indicates the "answering by
terrible things in righteousness," I dare not attempt to decide.
Were it so, I should have supposed that the wrong-doer-the so
prolonged, and persistent deceiver-would have betaken himself to
those he had injured. There has not been the slightest approach to
this that I am aware of. Hence my fear that the deepest gloom upon
that hapless face is but the prelude to eternal despair! I repeat, that,
as far as memory serves, I never beheld a more pitiable or distressing
countenance, nor one that seemed so to intensify that solemn Scripture,
"Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth,
that shall he also reap. He that soweth to the flesh shall of the flesh
reap corruption; whilst he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit
reap life everlasting."
D. A. D.
A

PLEA.

living, loving, gracious Lord,
How solemn, sweet, and precious is Thy Word;
What love, life, grace, what mercy in it shine,
Its blessings hang in clusters all divine.
"
Help me to bless Thy name for evermore,
That I should feel my need of its rich store,
Tha,t I should feel delight to look therein,
To love Thy holy Word and hate my sin.
As Thou hast made my soul to love its power,
Lord, let it smite and search me more and more;
Let no sly serpent in my heart, unknown,
Deceive my precious soul or cause Thy frown.
It is through grace I love the Word divine,
Its sacred treasures cheer me more than wine;
Though oft reproved for sins and follies past,
Yet here I am-sweet mercy holds me fast.
"Now pardon, Lord, my backwardness to read;
Lord, make me of vile slothfulness take heed;
And search Thy precious Word oft as I can,
As for the pearl, so prized by merchantman.
By it reprove, rebuke, correct my soul,
Then let its comforts all sad fears control.
Thus understanding give to worthless me,
Made to salvation wise, through faith in Thee.
Rowley Regis.
A.
ETERNAL,

DYE.
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