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THE BLIGHT OF SIN, AND THE BLESSEDNESS OF
THE SAVED.
"Thus saith the Lord; Oursed be the man that trusteth in man,
a.nd maketh flesh Ms arm, and whose heart departeth ff"um the Lord."
" Blessed is the man thatt1'usteth in the Lord, and whose hope the
Lord is.''-JEREMIAH xvii. 5, 7.

SIN! that hateful word and hateful thing. It is painful to contemplate that the history of Israel is almost one continued
account of mercies on God's part, and rebellion on their own.
The more they were favoured the more they sinned. This is a
humbling fact, and it is grievous to think that the heart of man
should be so ungrateful and depraved. There is no such a thiug
as light sin: some one has said truly, "The lightest is enough
to crush a soul in hell" All unrighteousness is sin, and it is
called that abominable thing which God hates.
We are led into these opening remarks from the first expression in this chapter, "The sin of Judah is written with a pen oj
iron." And this is a literal fact, of which we have abounding
proof. Some are apt to think, what a dry book is that bulky
volume, written by the Jewish historian, FLA VIUS J OSEPHUS ;
but the history of the Jewish nations and their sins, in the
books of the Bible, fire wonderfully and correctly given by that
ancient historian. But beyond this, and more important still,
discoveries effected during recent explorations, on stones and
tablets unearthed, found in sites of ruined cities which once
flourished, tell of the sins of the kings of J udah, and bear
undoubted testimony to the truth of the Holy Scriptures. It is
so in the caf;e before us. The sins of the kings of J udah are
found described on rocks and tablets, the description of which
was written at the time, by some iron-pointed instrument, called
here an "iron pen"; and the character of those sins, idolatry
and self-pride. They built altars and worshipped idols in "their
2 :x:
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groves by the green trees upon the high hills"; and in their
warfare they went forth depending upon their own vaunting
power and strength: hence, "Thus saith the Lord, Cursed be
the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and
whose heart departeth from the Lord."
.
But in our days and in our experiences is sin the less loathful
and hurtful? If we bring it home to families, oh, what a blight
there is upon many a family, through some sin yielded to by its
members! What misery it brings in its train, and how sorrowful
and sad hearts are made in consequence! What only can be
done under such circumstances? There is "a fountain opened
for sin and uncleanness"; and, "If we confess our sins, He is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness." But to bring the matter even closer home
than this; the ninth verse tells us that, "The heart is deceitful
above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?"
Some, in very wilfulness, have asserted that this is a false translation, but those who know the secret of their own hearts in the
sunlight of God's holiness, know it to be perfectly true. LUTHER's
rendering of this passage is, "The heart is a perverse and a
desperate thing: who can fathom it?" Ah! who indeed? " I
the Lord search it," but who else can? It is full of impure
crevices and corrupt corners, that the scrutiny of the all-searching
eye of the Almighty alone discovers. We have, little by little,
such defilement revealed to us in all its sinfulness and deceit, as
the sunlight of divine truth pierces the amt ano dirt of those
hidden chambers. Yes, if we know anything about it, the Bible
is pointing and penetrating in the assertion, "The heart is deceitful
above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?"
Now, in both the case of the wicked and the righteous,
the Holy Spirit turns to the book of nature to illustrate their
condition. The cursed are comnared to "the heath in the desert,
that shall not see when good ;ometh," and the stunted vegetation
which one sees on a salt land; while the blessed, whose trust is
in the Lord, is "as a tree planted by the waters, and that
spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall not see when
heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green j and shall not be careful
in the year of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit."
A few words upon this striking contrast. The cursed, compared
to "the heath in the desert"; a low and thorny shrub, which
grows in wild places unprotected and dry, so that if the least
spark should fall thereon, it is immediately consumed. Is not
this descriptive of the condition of the unrighteous? They
have nothing' to preserve them, and yet stand ill immediate
peril. They trust in man, who will fail them in the time of
need. They lean upon an arm of flesh, which will give way
when they most require support. Their heart is departed from
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the Lord, therefore will He depart from them in the hour of
their extremity. What a mercy, dear reader, such is not our
condition, and we can turn with joy and thankfulness to the
Holy Spirit's illustration of the "blessed" '" and unworthy as we
are, yet, upon the ground of His own declaration and description, put in our claim to be found among them. And what
a sweet word it is to be sheltered under-" blessed!" It implies
a happiness the world can neither give nor take away; it
conveys to us the divine favour of a God of love, and brings us
to the sanctity and separation of the Holy Spirit. " BLESSED! "
Ah! and such are made by grace fit companions of Jesus,
which brings a heavenly felicity, far beyond everything of an
earthly character. Oh, to be assured that we are among God's
blessed ones!
Well, to make this assurance ours, let us trace
how the Word of God describes such: "For he shall be as a
tree planted by the waters "-a tree of the Lord's right-hand
planting; and He always plants His trees of righteousness where
the influences of grace divine, keeps them alive and fruitful-that
is, "in Ohrist," the flowings from whose fulness, through the
channel and communications of the Holy Ghost, keep them
fruitful, "That they might be called trees of righteousness, the
planting of the Lord, that He might be glorified." And we
do love the thought of these "springs" and "waters of life,"
running among the roots of such trees, which makes them spread
and grow in the knowledge of Him "whom to know is life
eternal." Oh, when drooping, and the heart is faint, it is
precious to feel those hidden springs among the roots! It may
be only as a trickling, a few drops, a little rill of Joy, yet it is
precious. It proves that there is life, and a life, too, nothing can
destroy, for our God will keep it alive. "My God shall supply
all your need, according to His riches in glory, by Ohrist Jesus."
Are you, dear reader, feeling only sustained by such little rills
and such slow tricklings'! Be encouraged that you are as much
a tree, and have all the vitality of a tree, although but a little
one and a low one, as the deep-rooted cedar of Lebanon; and
you shall, in the Lord's own time, become increased with the
increase of God, for His assurance is, that you shall "spread
your roots by the river."
And then how striking is the illustration further: "And shall
not see when heat cometh." That word, "heat"; it is a word
full of power and significance, and it is in the Eastern part of
the world that its potency is fully realized. What a joy must it
be to the weary traveller, toiling on, under the full blaze of the
fierce rays of the sun, to reach the shadow of some welcome rock,
and there hard by to find a gurgling stream of pure water!
And so it is with the pilgrims Zionward-that Rock is Ohrist.
He shelters, He soothes, He saves.
2 x 2
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And then, do note with us this next expression, "And shall
not see when heat cometh" : that is, shall be so unmoved by the
heat of the persecution and the opposition of the enemy, as to be
as a blind man to it-" not see it ",' so satisfied that the Lord will
deliver, or sustain under the heat of the trial, as to be indifferent
as to what man attempts to do against us. This is an enviable
indifference indeed, and we fear we do not often attain to it. One
way, however, of arriving at it is, flying to the Word of lifedrinking of the pure stream of the truth of God; this will keep
us vigorous in divine things, that we shall not Eee that which is
contrary to it. "Her leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful
in the year of drought. neither shall cease from yielding fruiL"
Part of this year has been one of marked drought, and we hang
down our heads, exclaiming, "What will become of the harvest?"
and yet at last the rain descended, refreshing showers brightened up
the fields and trees; God proved better to us than our multipled fears,
and we again have had to praise Him for His bounty and goodness. And so it is spiritually. Again and again we droop, and
fear what will become of us, but the Lord sustains His own work,
proves to us a fountain of living waters, and fulfils the assurance
that we shaH not cease from yielding the fruit of the Spirit to
the glory of His name.
And now let us glance at the two evidences of the blessed man
given us in this passage, namely, " T!'ust" and" Hope." " Blessed
is the man that trusteth in the Lord, and whose Hope the Lord
is." Oh, with aH our failings, fears, and faintings, we do desire
to trust in the Lord. We have no reliance in the arm of flesh,
and we do crave to take God at His word, committing our soul
and body into His keeping. What we want, beloved, is a leaning
trust: "Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and He shall sustain thee."
"He shall never suffer the righteous to be moved." He will carry
thee and thy load too. Oh, to cast ourselves and our burden
in such a way upon Him, that we drop ourselves and 0'.11'
burden too. We cast, but, alas! carry on again. This is hardly
trust :-to roll it upon Him who has promised to carry it, and
not bring it away again. This is Trust.
"But I, with all my cares,
Will lean upon the Lord;
I'll cast my burdens on His arm,
And trust upon His Word."

Then a leaning trust will bring to a learning trust. We learn
the lesson that our affiictions are good for us; and, tracing them as
coming from the hand of our God, we receive them in submission
to His will, and as best for us : this is TRUST.
And then with regard to "Hope." Our portion says, "Whose
hope the Lord is." Yes, I can say, and so can you, dear reader,
"He is all my lwpe." This is in keeping with the Scriptures, where
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Christ is called the Hope of Israel; that is, He is the Author and
Giver of it-the sum and substance of it-the Object on which theie
faith centres; an expectation which brings perfect consolation.
Simeon waited long for" the consolation of IsraeL" Ohrist was his
Hope, nor was it a vain one; for when he found Him in the temple,
he rejoiced in Him as all His salvation. Christ is also the Finisher
of the believers' Hope: He is their" Hope of glory." And see
how, practically, in every-day experience such a Hope is our comfort.
We become deeply distressed and cast down, from some heart-felt
and soul-close trial, and the roice of the Word reasons with the soul,
"Why art thou cast down, 0 my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? Hope thou in God; for I shall yet praise
Him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God." Then,
again, we become so impatient: we say, the Lord hath promised,
but He does not seem to perform.
Then comes the uprising of hope, engendered by the Holy Spirit;
for "If we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience
wait for it." So a godly hope brings to patience, and a waiting the
Lord's time for the fulfilment of His promise. Then, again, we get
often discouraged in what we meet with by the way; all seems dark
and dreary-no opening out of the difficulty-every door seems
shut against us; but the Spirit sends home such a passage as this:
"I will give her her vineyards from thence, and the valley of
Achor for a door of hope: and she shall sing there as in the days
of her youth, and as on the day when she came up out of the
land of Egypt." So is our sighing and sadness turned into a
song, and we yet have a hope that shall not in the eni be
disappointed. Then, again, sometimes we fear if, after all, we shall
ever reach heaven, but such a fear is a temptation of the evil
one; and again the Holy Spirit brings to our view Uhrist as the
hope of glory; and, if He 'is in us, we must attain to the fulness
of being finally with Him in glory. "Which hope we have as an
anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which entered into
that within the veil; whither the Forerunner is for us entered,
even Jesus"; whose own precious prayer to His Father was,
"Father, I will that they also whom Thou l.ast given Me be
with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory."
Well now, dear reader, to go no further, what say you to these
two evidences of the blessed man in Ohrist-Tntst and Hope.? David
said, "Now, Lord, what wait I for? my hope is in Thee." Cannot
. we say the same? "Happy is he that hath the God of J acob for
his help, whose hope is in the Lord his God" (Psalm cxlvi. 5.)
And now, in conclusion, we would remind our readers that we
have had presented to us the Scriptural contrast between "the
blight of sin, and the blessedness of the saved." With regard to
sin, the man who is under its influence is described as "cltrsed,"
and is compared to "the heath of the desert" i a thorny shrub
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which grows in wild places, fruitless and useless, and is never
found in "the enclosed garden of the Lord." Such may have the
Gospel preached to them, but they "shall not see when good
cometh"; that is to say, the dew of the Holy Spirit has not
prepared their hearts for its reception, and their profession of
religion is only like the vegetation which grows in a salt land,
barren and profitless. In a word, they trust in man, and make
flesh their arm, and have departed from the Lord. On the other
hand, the blessed man is one who does trust in the Lord, and
whose hope the Lord is. He is compared to a tree planted by
the waters, spreading out her roots by the rivers of eternal life;
realizing the refreshing influence of Divine grace; running, as it
were, in little rills of joy among the roots: nothing can destroy
them, as we have seen, whose trust and hope is in the Lord;
and we behold in them the blessedness of the saved. There are
not a few in this world that say, "But you do not mean to
affirm that any man can say positively that he is a saved man?"
With the Word of God abounding with evidences, I do mean to
say that a Christian man can say he is a saved man; and, with
the grace of God in his heart, and his Saviour in heaven, he can
believe it without the shadow of a doubt. Indeed, personally, if
I did not believe I was saved by Ohrist and safe in Ohrist, I
should be of all men most miserable. But have we Scriptural
warrant for such a standing? Indeed we have. What saith the
Apostle Paul upon this matter? "For the preaching of the
cross is to them that perish foolishness, but unto us which are
saved "-(mark, unto us, which are",. not will be, or may be, but
"ARE saved ")-" it is the power of God" (1 Cor. i. 18). And then
the beloved John says, "These things have I written unto you that
believe on the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have" (mark,
not may have, but have) "eternal life, and that ye may believe on
the Son of God" (1 John v. 13). Nothing can be plainer.
" Christ has done the mighty work;
Nothing left for us to do
But to enter on His toil,
Enter on His triumph too.

" His the pardon, ours the sin;
Great the sin, the pardon great:
His the good, and ours the ill ;
His the love and ours the hate.

" He hath sowed the precious seed;
Nothing left for us unsown:
Ours it is to reap the fields,
Make the harvest joy our own.

" Ours the darkness and the gloom,
His the shade-dispelling light;
Ours the cloud and His the sun,
His the dayspring,ours the night.

"His the labour, ours the rest;
His the death and ours the life:
Ours the fruit of victory,
His the agony and strife."

God grant that you and I, dear reader, may be delivered from
the blight of sin, and realize in all its fulness the blessedness of the
saved.
THE EDITOR.
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THE

VOICE

OF

JESUS.

"It is the voice of 'mY Belovedl"-SoLoMoN's

SONG

v. 2.

thou what it is, dear reader, sometimes to wake at earry
dawn and become on the alert for Jesus-to realize the assertion of
the Prophet Isaiah, "The Lord hath opened mine ear "-and, as He
puts you in the listening and waiting posture, to have words of peace
and blessing roll, as it were, into the mind, and you feel as if One
was very near 1 You cannot see Him with the natural eye, but as
the communications of His love flow into the soul, you say, "It is
the voice of my Beloved." I do not say such seasons are common: for
the most part waking moments bring with them the rush of earthly
care, and you become busy in thought as to worldly things. It is so;
yet this morning I could say, "My heart waketh"; and with the
goings out after Christ, He spoke to me in such a way that I
exclaimed, "It is the voice of my Beloved I" Ere His joy-words fade
away, I desire to grasp the pen, and tell how" My Beloved is like a
roe or a young hart: behold, He standeth behind our wall, He looketh
forth at the windows, showing Himself through the lattice." My
Beloved spa1ce, my ear was opened to His voice; His tellings were
tellings of love. Would that I could recount and record them as I
felt them. Such experience is, to my mind, the quintessence of vital
godliness and true religion. Let the tempter insinuate I have no part
nor lot in the matter, if he will: I will tell him, I have heard the
voice of my Beloved, and I will flash in his face this declaration~
"My Beloved is mine, and I am His." The personal realization of a
precious Christ is a proof, and an abiding and undisputable proof, too,
that I love Him, and, better still, am loved by Him; and whom He
loves He will bring home to glory.
How blessedly did the word of the Lord come in the night season
to the youthful Sarmlel, although he did not recognize the voice, for
"Samuel did not yet know the Lord, neither was the word of the
Lord yet revealed unto him." Hence he thought the repeated call
was the voice of ElL "And it came to pass at that time, w}J.en Eli
was laid down in his place, and his eyes began to W3.X dim, that he
could not see; and ere the lamp of God went out in the temple of
the Lord, where the ark of God was, Ij,nd Samuel was laid down to sleep,
that the Lord called Samuel: and he answered, Here am I. And he
ran unto EH, and said, Here am I; for thou calledst me. And he said,
I called not; lie down again. And he went and lay down." And the
voice came again, and yet again; and when he ran a third time to
Eli, "Eli perceived that the Lord had called the child." Now was
the call accompanied by the revelation of God and His purpose of
love to him; and Samuel became the devoted priest iu the service of
the temple, an illustrious prophet ordained of God, and a zealous
reformer of the abounding abuses that prevailed in his time. As with
KNOWEST
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all God's called ones, he had to pass through deep waters, and to
shed floods of tears on his way to glory.
Well, beloved, it is laid upon us, in our monthly communings, to
dwell (as the Holy Spirit shall lead) upon some of the harmonious
sounds which the ear of faith catches of the voice of Jesus. And
first and foremost, as brought to us in our passage, we think of The
Voice of Jesus as the Voice of Love. "It is the voice of my Beloved,"
and"My better part would fain enjoy His smile,
And at His call would open all her powers,
For Christ to manifest Himself to me."
And how far beyond any earthly creature has Jesns given proof of
His love: "Hereby perceive we the love of God, because He laid
down His life for us." "Greater love hath no man than this, that a
man lay down his life for his friend."
And now, dear reader, in the onward pressing to the home of joy
finally with Him, we want to heal' the voice of our Beloved. And do
we not know what it is in divine experience to heal' the voice of
Jesus, at all events, in three ways: In the Calling; in the Compo,nionship;
and in the Commnnications?
First. In the Callm;}. A tender husband in calling to his endeared
wife will use such expressions as these: "My beloved "; "my darling" ;
" my prec£lY!~s" ,. my dear one": and so with the heavenly Husband, He
says, " Open to Me, My sister, }/[y lIJve, My dove, My undefiled." "My sisteT";
for He is the Elder Brother, in one aspect of His love, standing in near
.. My love";
relationship, flesh of His flesh and bone of His bone.
which shows His strong affection for her. "My dove"; an emblem of
the Holy Spirit, under whose influence she is led; and it also surely
indicates her simplicity and cleanliness and purity, as she stands in Him,
" Accepted in her Beloved." "My undefiled" (or, " pe1ject one," Hebrew) ;
not as she has stood in the first Adam, but as she is knit to the Second
Adam, in His spotless righteousness; heir to an inheritance which is
" incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away," reserved in heaven
for her, when she has been disciplined and made meet for it, finally resting
in everlasting oneness in the presence of Jesus.
" Yes, uDdefiled, as seen complete in Him;
Washed in His blood, and justified by grace."
And then, in connection with the Divine call we have referred to,
the voice of Jesus was a Voice of Power. "Where the word of a king
is, there is power": and this is what I personally felt when He
revealed Himself to me, therefore must I testify of it as such. I felt
not (for one) His" knocking at my heart," as is so commonly chattered
about, bllt He enteTed in, taking possession of that which belonged to Him
from all eternity. It was no offer of salvation to me, leaving me to
accept it or reject at my will or pleasure. Oh dear no! He gave
me salvation. I was the recipient-and an unworthy recipient, toobut the very way He acted melted me in contrition at His feet, and
forced me to give Him all the glory. Is this the way, dear reader, you
received His divine communications 1 You had no hand in it. It was
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the voice of sovereign power and love that broke your heart. God be
praised! An extract has fallen at this moment into my hands so to
the point, I must insert it here:How came Paul to be a "man in Christ "-knowingly, sa.vingly, and
experimentally P Did he have any hand in it P Did he seek it P Had he
any thought of such a thing before the Lord JesU3 met with him P The
ninth chapter of the Acts will explain the whole matter. Paul saw a
light, and heard a voice, which two things are the grand secret of all
vital and experimental religion; "The dead shall hear the voice of the
Son of God: and they that heal' shall live." Dead Lazarus heard Christ's
voice. The dead man brought out of the city of Nain heard Christ's
voice. Christ gives life to the dead, and then the dead can heal', and
act too.
This is far different to the proposal and overture plan, based on free
will and fleshly performancp.s; which makes me think of the old woman
in Lancashire, who, after hearing a young minister preach, requested to
speak with him in the vestry. Being introduced, she said, "If you please,
sir, I am come for Christ." The minister, in astonishment, told her he
could not give her Christ. "But," said she, "you have been offering
Him to us all this morning, and blaming us because we did not receive
or take Him; I am come for Him, and expect you to give me Him."
Is it right, I a.k, for a minister thus to offer his Lord and Master?
Surely such as do this must be hoodwinked, and "see men" only "as
trees walking." Nothing can be more derogatory to the Divine character
of the Lord Jesus, than to offer Him either to saints or sinners. Preach
Him according to the Word of God, at the same time asking the Holy
Spirit's influence on the word spoken.
This, I believe, is the Scriptural position of divine calling. I have so
learned Christ, in all His power and love. therefore must I preach Him,
as King and not serf j and all I receive from Him as a matter of gift,
in mercy and grace.
But again, the voice of Jesus is heard in the Companionship. It is not
meant that we should live alone in false solitude. As members of the
family of God, we are found sighing for companionship, and yet is this
proved in our experience again and again: One thinks, ': Oh, what
would I give to know or live with such and such a one! they seem so
deeply taught, aud live near to God." Perhaps the desire has been
attained, and we take up our companionship with the one that appears so
lovely. True, in some cases it turns out fraught with blessing, but in
very many cases does it not turn out fraught with disappointment ~
Something turns up in the tone and temperament we did not calculate
upon, and our friend at home does not seem the same we calculated
him or her to be at a distance. No, the "altogether lovely" is only to
be found in Him who is our Best-Beloved, our Redeemer, our Saviour.
We never met with one who was disappointed with His companionship;
nay, the very opposite is the case. The more we know of Him, the
more endeared does He become to us; and the more fellowship we
gain with Him but brings us to want the more. "His mouth is most
sweet."
" And Enoch walked with God." This does not mean that once He
walked across the fields and held communion with his God; no, but it
means that it was his habitual habit; God was the Companion of his
days; he held Him in hallowed closeness, and the result of such fellow-
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ship was the rule of his life. Surely this is the highest realization that
can be obtained on earth. How I could wish, as the result of marked
observation, it might be engraved on my tombstone, "He was a man that
walked with God." Such familiarity must make a man meet for heaven;
and when he steps on the shore, the other side of the river, it will be
but an eternal continuance of that happiness he has enjoyed here. True,
here it is marred; there it will be perfected. Here it is broken in upon;
there it will be peace, perfect peace, undisturbed, unsullied.
To hear His voice in the diTect comrnnnications of His love, when we
have not our Bible in our hands, but, perhaps, aJ:e busily engaged in
the concerns of this life. He stops us; He breaks in upon us; He
secretly tells us enough to brings us to tears. We hear not His voice
audibly,. but He speaks within in unmistakable preciousness.
Oall it
what you will, we would not be without suchjoy-rnomcnts for all the world
calls good and great. Ask us to explain such voice-visits, and we should
have a difficulty; but this we can say with holy delight and gratitude,
"It is the voice of my Beloved." We cannot mistake it. We may get
into a state of confusion in hearing "the voice of strangers," but we
get into an allurement of great delight and comfort when we hear the
voice of Jesus; such makes our religion personal, real, and spiritual.
The Lord grant us more of such hallowed nearness and direct communications of His love.
And in such intercourse, dear reader, do we not trace the voice of
Jesus as the voice of plenty-not poverty? He says, "Open thy mouth
wide, and I will fill it"; and"Thou art coming to a King;
Large petitions with thee bring."
Our wants may be many; His fulness is deeper than them all. We
never need fear that, in presenting a cheque with the hand of faith
to such a Banker, that it will be returned dishonoured. He never yet
said to the seeking seed of J acob, "Seek ye My face in vain." The
"fresh springs" that are ever in Him never know of any such a thing
as drought; we dry up, but He never does. But when from His
fulness the Ohurch receives a flow of blessings from her covenant Head,
then does she become what her Beloved acknowledges her to be,
"A fountain of gardens, a well of living waters, and streams from
Lebanon." "Filled with the fulness of her covenant Head." Oh, may
we realize, dear reader, the streams of grace in those precious flowings
which make us rejoice in the Lord!
Again, I love to think of and realize the voice of Christ as the
voice of pardon; and nothing cheers the Ohristian's heart more than to
come away from the throne of grace under a fresh sense of pardoning
love and mercy. How melting were His words of comfort to that
poor erring woman whom all condemned but the loving Saviour.
When the Scribes and Pharisees brought unto Jesus a woman who
had sinned, He said to them, •• He that is without sin among you, let
him first cast a stone at her." And to the woman He said, "Where
are those thine accusers 1 Hath no man condemned thee 1 She said,
No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn
thee; go, and sin no more." So in the case of the woman who w~s
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a sinner, when she heard that Jesus sat at meat in the Pharisee's
house, she brought an alabaster box of ointment to anoint His feet, in
token of her love. Jesus· said, "Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much." Then, again, we have the word of pardon
spoken to the one sick of the palsy, "Son, be of good cheer, thy sins
be forgiven thee." But, really, the cases of His voice of pardon are
so numerous in the Word that we could fill our paper with proofs of
His grace and mercy in this particular.
Leok further with us at the voice oj Jesus as the voice oj peace. What
a blessed Bible word is that word Peace-the last love word of Jesus to
His disciples before His crucifixion, and the first love W01'd to them
after. "These things I have spoken unto you, that in Me ye might
have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation, but be of good
cheer, I have overcome the world." Then after His resurrection, "The
same day, at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors
were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews,
came Jesus and stood in the midst; and saith unto them, Peace be
unto YOll." Yes, because He stood in their midst, their longed-for
Lord, He was their Peace, and nothing could bring them to this divine
calmness but His presence, nor could anything or anyone else supply
it. He had told them, on a previous occasion before H;is crucifixion,
" Peace I leave with you; My peace I give unto you: not as the world
giveth give I unto you." No, indeed; the world can never give peace,
or anything that can quiet the distressed or disturbed soul. It must
be Jesus, and Jesus only, or there can be no peace.
Let us dwell a little, beloved, upon this sanctifying, solacing, and
sweet word peace. It seems to imply, quiet from some heartfelt disturbance. It has been a deep trial with us, a something that has wrenched
us and torn us greatly, and both mind and body have suffered in consequence; it has been accompanied, too, by due calculations as to what
must assuredly bappen, and this thing and the other has been feared;
when there comes, in the midst of all this trouble and its tremblings,
a sight of Jesus. Oh, the calm that follows! The wash and whirl of
the heart-throbbings subsides, and a calm, a rest, a peace is realized
which passeth understanding. "And when J eSllS entered into a ship
His disciples followed Him. And, behold, there arose a great tempest
in the sea, insomuch that the ship was covered with the waves: but
He was asleep, and His disciples came to Him and awoke Him, saying,
Lord, save us: we perish. And He saith unto them, Why are ye
fearful, 0 ye of little faith 1 Then He arose, and rebuked the winds
and the sea, and there was a gnat calm," or, as Mark gives it:
"He rebuked the wind, and saith unto the sea, Peace, be still; and the
wind ceased and there was a great calm." Dear Lord, is there a
tired, troubled, and trembling one reading our tracings at this time 1
Speak to the sea. Man might speak to the sea ten thousand words,
and it would have no effect; the billows would, all the same, continue in their mighty force and wildness, but one word from Thee is
sufficient to calm an ocean of care. Speak that word, to the consolation of Thy troubled one, that such may glorify Thy name.
But our blessed word Peace brings us to another illustration of its
import. The law has laid its hand upon our throat, with its stern
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demand, "Pay me what thou owest.." We cannot rise up and shake
off the grasp with a bold statement of-" We owe thee nothing! Begone,
stern claimant"; for we know full well we owe the law what we can
never pay, and we have nothing to pay with; so we stand condemned
and waiting the sentence of the law. But stay! One steps forward, and
in pity for our ruined and helpless condition, says, "Here; stop the
trial; hand not the prisoner over to the jailor. I have found a ransom,
sufficient to pay all the debts of the condemned one: here it is; let
him go free." And does not our illustration point at once to law and
Gospel-condemnation and salvation"':'-sinner and Saviour, who, by the
shedding of His blood and sacrifice of Himself, has satisfied divine
justice and brought liberty to the captive, and now all is peace?
" God's law is holy, just, and good;
Under that law condemn'd I stood;
But in His Gospel I can see
Pardon, and life, and bliss for me."
But just another illustration of our blessed Bible word, peace, It seems
to imply, " Respite from war." We know full well that the Ohristian's
course is one of conflict. We do like to dwell on that part of the
Pilgrim's Progress representing Ohristian giving battle to Satan on
the way: "Then Apollyon, espying his opportunity, began to gather
up close to Christian, and wrestling with him, gave him a dreadful
fall, and with that Christian's sword flew out of his haneL Then
said Apollyon, 'I am sure of thee now'; and with that, he pressed
him to death, so that Ohristian began to despair of life. But, as God
would have it, while Apollyon was felding his last blow, thereby to make
a full end of this good man, Christian nimbly reached out his hand for his
sword and caught it, saying, 'Rejoice not against me, 0 mine enemy:
when I fall, I shall arise' (Mic. vii. 8), and with that gave him a
deadly thrust, which made him give back as one that had received
his mortal wound. Christian perceiving that, made at him again, saying,
'Nay, in all these things we are more thau conquerors, through Him
that loved us' (Rom. viii. 37), and with that Apollyon spread forth
his dragon's wings and sped him away, that Ohristian for a season
saw him no more (James iv. 7)." This, dear reader, is the peace
gained we refer to. Respite J1'om wm',' ceasing, at all events for a season,
from hostility with Satan. We say, only for a season, for it would
not be well for us for long. We shall have to dispute every inch of the
course to heaven with him; but do what he will, we shall be more
than conquerors, through Him who hath loved us; and when the
conqueror's crown is received, all will be peace-perpetual peace-the
calm of heaven. Oh, dear reader, are we not right 1 this Bible word,
peace, is a very blessed one.
But again. The voice of Christ is the voice of truth,. Christ is the foundation of truth. And this, I believe, should be the touchstone of our course
of action at all times, and in everything that crops up in our daily life
and experience: What is God's will concerning it? What does Ohrist
say about it 1 What is the Holy Spirit's teaching in reference to the
matter? It should not be so much, What does my friend say 1 His
advice may be wise and well, if taught by the Holy Spirit: and
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certainly what the world says should not weigh a feather with us;
the Word of God should be our rule of faith in all matters, for it is
God's voice, which is the voice of truth. And then, when under deep
trial, we do well to come at once to this fountain of truth. Here is a
promise which suits the need j I will take it as it is. I will believe.
It may not be immediately fulfilled, for my time is not God's time,
but there it is. I will pray for waiting faith relative to it, for God
cannot err or lie. He says, "I will never leave nor forsake thee" ;
I believe it.
"'Tis He supports this fainting frame,
On Him alone my hopes recline;
The wondrous glories of His name,
How wide they spread, how bright they shine."
Let me, then, ever be on the listen for the voice of truth, for blessed
How
is the man that hearkeneth unto "the voice of His W01'd."
striking were the words of Jesus before Pilate! Pirate therefore said
unto Him, "Art Thou a king then ~" Jesus answered, "Thou sayest
I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into
the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth; and [mark]
everyone that is of the truth heareth My voice." God grant that you
and I, dear reader, may be one of those ones, that are "of the truth,"
and hear our Saviour's voice.
And now we mentipn another aspect of our Saviour's voice, which is
one that displays such tenderness and love as is just like Himself, I
mean that the voice of my Beloved is the voice of sympathy. Our Lord
sympathises with those who are in any trouble, sorrow, or need. This
we see in the case of the widow who had lost by death her only son;
for, " 'Vhen He saw her, He had compassion on her, and said unto her,
Weep not" (Luke vii. 13). He is touched with the feeling of our
infirmities; or, as the Greek word puts it, "sympathises." He feels for
those, too, who are weary and heavy-laden, and, with tender solicitude,
says, " Come unto Me, and I will give you rest." Another instance of
His tenderness, too, we have when He showed His sympathy for the
sorrowing, bereaved ones who had lost their brother Lazarus, and wept
with them (John xi. 33). "In all their affliction He was afflicted," and
we can rejoice in the truth that, "We have not an high priest which
cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities."
But, while dwelling upon such joy aspects of our blessed Lord's
voice, we must not forget that Christ's voice is the voice of waming.
He ceased not to warn His disciples of the many errors and temptations by which they were surrounded. At on time we find Him
warning them of what would assuredly come upon this world of sorrow
and sin: "And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and
in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity;
the sea and the waves roaring; men's hearts failing them for fear, and
for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the
powers of heaven shall be shaken. And then shall they see the Son
of Man coming in a cloud, with power and great glory. And when
these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your
heads; for your redemption draweth nigh." At another time we find
Him warning them against false religion-the form of godliness without
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the power-a profession without the possession. He said, "Woe unto
you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows' houses,
and for a pretence make long prayer. . . . Ye compass sea and land
to make one proselyte. . . . Woe unto you, ye blind guides." And
many other important warnings might be mentioned which our blessed
Lord gave His disciples while He was with them on this earth.
But, dear reader, the various aspects We have mentioned may be all
clustered together in one, namely: the voice of Jesus is the voice of
salvation. "Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be
afraid: for the Lord J ehovah is my strength and my song j He also
is become my salvation." Well may the realization of this cause the
inhabitant of Zion to cry and shout for joy, and proclaim it all around,for, "Great is the Holy One of Israel in the midst of" His spiritual
Church and people. His was the voice of salvation when from the
cross He cried, "It is finished."
" What voice salutes my wond'ring ear,
From Calvary's rugged tree,
Which rends the rocks, beclouds the air,
And bids the daylight flee?
" "Tis finished!' 0 transporting word!
And can the news be true?
'Yes,' says my Saviour, 'by My blood
I've finished all for you.'''
Lord, I believe it, and am melted under its consideration: say you
not, too, dear reader, Amen to such an assertion 1
Just a closing thought, beloved j the voice of Jesus wili be to His
redeemed, finally, a voice of welcome, welcome home. This dear BUNYAN
beautifully describes as follows:"Now when Christian and his fellow Hopeful came to the gate of
the city, they saw written over it in letters of gold, 'Blessed are they
that do His commandments, that they may have right to the tree of
life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.' Now I saw
in my dream that these two men went in at the gate; and lo! as
they entered, they were transfigured j and they had raiment put on
that shone like gold. There were also that met them with harps and
crowns, and gave them to them-the harps to praise withal, and the
crowns in token of honour. Then I heard in my dream that all the
bells in the city rang again for joy, and that it was said unto them, 'Enter
ye into the joy of your Lord.' I also heard the men themselves, that
they sang with a loud voice, saying, 'Blessing, and honour, and glory,
and power be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the
Lamb for ever and ever.' Now just as the gates were opened to let in
the men, I looked in after them, and behold, the city shone like the
sun j the streets also were paved with gold, and in them walked many
men with crowns on their heads, .palms in their hands, and golden
harps to sing withal." Shall we be one of those thus clothed and
crowned, dear reader 1 Yes, I believe we shall, thus following those
dear ones who have but gone before, and are now at rest and peace.
Dear reader, have you heard the voice of Jesus, in love and power,
or in any of the sweet and important sounds we have mentioned 1
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What a mercy that you and I can say, "Yes, yes; it is the voice of
I love Him because He first loved me." If so, most
certainly, at the appointed time, we shall hear His voice of welcome,
"Come up higher." "Blessed is the man that endureth temptation;
for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life which the
Lord hath promised to them that love Him." It may, it will be, a
tried life, but it will be a triumphant ending. Such certainly may well
cheer us to press on to the eternal home, singing as we go"All I meet, I find assists me
In my path to heavenly joy;
Where, though trials now attend me,
Trials never more annoy:
Sweet afHiction,
Thus to lead to endless joy."

my Beloved.

Just as we lay down the pen at this time, dear reader, it strikes
us that the foregoing points we have referred to of "the voice of Jesus,"
might form a profitable card for us. Thus:-

"It is the ·voice of my Beloved."
And His voice to me is

A voice of LOVE.
POWER.
"
PLENTY.
"
PARDON.

"

A voice of PEACE.
TRUTH.
"
SYMPATHY.
"
WARNING.

"

A voice of SALVATION.
And will be finally, at the appointed time,

A VOIOE OF WELOOME HOME.
B1Lrton-on-Trent.

G. O.
"RISE, AND

COME

(SONG OF SOLOMON

AWAY."

ii. 10.)

WHEN we bow to "other gods,"
Idols fair which fast decay,
Gravely, sadly, Christ doth speak,
"Rise, and come away."

When we bend o'er loved ones' tombs,
In the churchyard shadows grey,
Through·the gloom soft fall the words,
"Rise, and come away."

When the world before our eyes,
Its false pleasures doth display,
Through the glitter rings the call,
" Rise, and come away."

When we stand beside the flood,
Where souls drop their flesh array,
From the sky our Lord will cry,
"Rise, and come away.

When sore clogged with heavy cares,
On the earth our spirits stay,
Clearly sounds the sweet command,
"Rise, and come away."

"Come away from earth defiled;
Come, My death hath made youfree.
Come from sorrow, care, and pain;
Rise to heaven and Me."
IBA.
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WELL-SPRINGS.
" Light is sown jar the j'ighteous, and gladness jar the upright in heart."
-PSALM xcvii. 11.
" LIGHT is sown for the righteous !" "The light shall shine upon thy
way~." "U nto the upright there ariseth light in the darkness." "The
path of the just is as a shining light, that shineth more and more unto
thA perfect day."
In these four passages we have one people spoken of ; one light diffused,
and one object and benefit of that light. The righteous, the upright, the
just have this light sown, shining and rising for and upon them, for
sending it for their spiritual welfare and eternal benefit.
There is light sown for them; light shining on their ways, light arising
in their darkness, and the light continuing unto the perfect day. Now
is this not enough ta cheer poor desponding Little-faith ~
Dear friends, there are amongst you those who are very much cast
down, depressed and despairing.
Perhaps you cannot quite say why
you are thus. You are still, amid all your sinking, constrained to cling
to the words" Did Jesus once upon me shine?
Then Jesus is for ever mine."
You won't give up that hope; but you say, "Oh, I am so grieved
within me-I get worse and worse every day, and trial and sorrow is
multiplied unto me." Take courage" Though heavy clouds of sorrow
Make dark thy path to.day,
There shall shine furth to-morrow,
Once more a cheering ray."
Yes, some of you oft-times are under the cloud of sorrow. Bereavement has entered the home that J eRUS loves. The abode of some Martha
and Mary is made sad by their beloved's removal. "He v;as not, jar God
took him." Yet only because the Lord had need of him, and loved him
so much better than you did. Yours was, after all, a selfish love that
would tave retained that heaven-born soul in an earth·bound prison of
this body of sin, suffering, and death. What could you choose for your
loved one more than that they are now enjoying in glory, who now,
" See His face,
And never, never siD,
And, from the rivers of His grace,
Drink endless pleasures in"?
Theirs must surely be the consummation of bliss to which no earthly
joy can compare ~
Would you now call t.hem back to sickne~s and sadness ~ Nay, would
you have them back to contrast heavenly glories with earth's brightest
brightness ~ Oh, no! May GoLl grant you to" Patient wait the high decree,
That calls my spirit home to Thee! "
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They are but gone before. Soon this little while will be past, and
then, at the season ordained by the same covenant love that has
already taken home our beloveds'to their inheritance, we shall assuredly
be brought thither. Soon our pilgrim days will be over, and then, too,
we shall join them in that eternal song of praise around His throne.
Think of them there / Lool. not at the grave! That is where sense
looks, always downward, and finds only harassing thoughts and
unrelieved sorrow.
Look upward, beyond Nature's keen sorrow.
Looking downward, whilst we realize our utter helplessness, we kick
and rebel and plunge deeper into that from which we cannot extricate
ourselves. But when faith lifos our drooping spirits, and raises our
bowed heads to look up and beyond all the changing scenes of time
and decay of nature, to the abiding, unchanging, ever.living, never-dying
scenes to which our loved ones are called to, and now enjoy without
break or intermission, then we can and do rejoice and rise above the
present scene of grief. Lord, make us to live looking for and hasting
unto that blessed day and glorious re-appearing of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Ohrist.
Then some who have had no particular scene of sorrow are still
mourners in Zion; suffering, perhaps, from some physical weakness,
easily depressed, and, consequently, for the most part kept in a low
place. This will all help to keep us looking downward, and then the
Adversary takes advantage and tells us things are all against us, that
it would not be so if we were really and rightly children of God;
argues that we must he wrong, for His children are always happy, and
so on. "Who art thou, 0 great Adversary 1 before Zerrubbabel thou
shalt become a plain." Let me reach hither my sword, and as faith
grasps it and thrusts it through thee, remind thee of the promise of
my God, who cannot lie nor fail: "When I fall, I shall arise, for the
Lord shall be a light unto me."
Dear cast-down one, there is a time coming when thou, too, shalt
exclaim, " There is a lifting up." In His own time and way, and perhaps
after long tarrying, which may have caused thee to be very faint and
weary, there shall be, if not before, light at eventide. Oh! blessed
watching and waiting if at the end we see this. It is worth all the
test and weariness that in the end proves Him faithful that promised. When the fast glazing eye tells us that this vile body
is being subjected to sin's last penalty and humiliation, is lighted up
with something supernatural and far beyond this mortal vision; when
the body fast being dissolved tells that the spirit is hastening to take
possession of its celestial birthright; then, catching a ray from the
glory approaching, there is something which our eye hath not seen,
which we, who stand by in silent watching, know not.
None
can picture what they see; no one can paint the moment after death!
But sure we are that moment commences a stupendous change, a
height and depth never ending to our beloved one, who, within the
veil, in unbroken vision gazes upon eternal glories in the face of their
Immanuel. Does it not make your and my heart throb and long to
also know as they are known; to join them in that randsomecl hust,
to also claim onr inheritance, our place, our harp, and strike afresh the
cords which can never make a discordant sound in praising the Lamb ~
2 y
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There, at the end of life's journey, gathering up all its apparently
tangled threads, making all hidden mysteries clear and plain, we shall
know in full compass then of what we daily prove in His unnumbered
benefits and mercies, how our God has sown light for the righteous
and gladness for the upright in heart. Mark you, the word sown
suggests the necessity at waiting. It is sown, so that is not what we
wait for. It was sown from all eternity in covenant love, and it is
ours to watch and wait for the germinating of the seed. Light
is sown just as a corn of wheat is sown; then comes the moving of
tho dry earth, then the blade, then, by-and-by, the ear and full corn.
Not a blaze of light all at once. That our finite vision could not
stand the test of. It must dawn upon us by degrees j here and there
taught a little, clouds interspersing the sunshine, ever remembering
that"Flowers need night's cool darkness,
The moonlight and the dew;
So Christ, as one who loved us,
Ris shining oft withdrew."
But it is not stretching Scripture, nor, I trust, wresting it from its
right place, if we see here how Light, in the person of Jesus Christ, is
sown for the righteous. Just as peace, life, salvation, way, truth,
door, and vine, &c" are made known to us in the person of Jesus
Christ, so may we not also see Him as our Light 7 "The Lord is
my Light and my Salvation." "I am the Light of the world," says
Jesus. "Light is sown for the righteous," and was He not sown 7
Was it not true of Him that, "Except a corn of wheat fall into the
ground and die it abideth alone, but if it die, it bringeth forth much
fruit" 7
"He died and was buried, and the third day He rose again." "Now
is Christ risen from the dead, and become the first fruits of them that
slept," says Paul.
Seven times in this ninety-seventh Psalm the Lord is spoken of. It
is a song of praise to His Majesty, and the glory of His Divine
Omnipotent power is displayed. Then, coming down for the comfort
of His saints we read: I' Ye that love the Lord hate evil. The Lord
preserveth the souls of His saints: He delivereth them out of the
hand of the wicked. Light is sown for the righteous and gladness
for the upright in heart."
In all the four texts quoted at the commencement of this paper, it
is ever the Lord Jesus spoken of as the one object of His people's
desires. Light sown for the righteous, Light shining on their ways,
Light arising to the upright in their darkness, and Light clearing up
their darkened pathway unto perfect day. All speaks of Him who is
the Light, and in whom is no darkness at all. "God is the Lord that
hath showed us light." "I am," says Jesus (the undivided, absolute
inderivable) "Light of the world."
Beloved, what are we born unto? What are we heirs of 7 What
are we living for 7 Oh, love, which has a fathomless abyss, make me
more fitted for my high calling. Make me more what I would and
.should be. Fit me daily for my high calling. Polish, chisel, chip,
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and shape me for my place among the lively stones in Thy living
temple. Make me conformable-make me as a lump of clay in the hands
of the Heavenly Potter, and let Thine image be stamped upon me. Shine
forth in renewed clearness, that the Sun that has shined upon me in
the person of Jesus and His love, may reflect again from glory unto
glory, until mine eyes shall see not dimly, with no need of
darkened glass, but face to face, that Light uncloude:l, unbroken.
unhindered; that Light which is sown unto the perfect, unending,
unbroken day of resurrection-glory.
" Be with me, Lord, now make my heart an altar,
Fragrant with incense of perpetual praise:
Let not my weak soul shrink, nor spirit falter,
Nor my frail heart mistrust these darksome days;
But Thou, 0 Sun of Righteousness, arise,
Bright as a morning from a gloomy night;
Till my rapt soul spring upward to the skies,
And know and own Thee there, her Strength, her Joy, her Light."·
R.

"

GONE.
IT has been said that the word "gone" is one of the saddest in the
English language. It may be profitable for us, dear reader, to reflect
awhile upon it; for," Who has not lost a friend 1" It is well to be
enabled to say of our dear departed ones, "Not lost, but gone before."
First, let us consider our temporal loss; and, secondly, their eternal
gain, by the removal of our beloved ones; and may our meditations
be guided by the Spirit of God, through Jesus Christ. The empty
chair reminds us that one has passed away, never more to sympathize
with us in our sorrows, share with us our joys, or hold sweet
communion with us on earth upon the subject dearest to our hearts,
with whom "we had taken sweet counsel, and walked unto the
house of God in company." Such a one has gone, and we remain to
mourn our loss, experiencing that this world is a vale of tears. How
many of us have to pass through "the valley of Baca " ! It has been
said, "Tears are human," yet methinks they are sacred too.
Blessed Jesus, if we have cause for tears, sanctify them to us, and
enable us to look forward to that time when Thou shalt "wipe away
all tears from off all faces." Art Thou not a "Brother born for
adversity" 1 Hast not Tholl also had a "spirit of heaviness," and art
"touched with the feeling of our infirmities" 1 Say unto us, "Lo, I
am with you." "Fear not, thou worm Jacob."
Yes, dear Saviour, it is our mercy to know that Thou remainest;
our Redeemer liveth; and that Thou who didst weep at the grave
of Thy friend Lazarus, wilt not chide us for our tears. How the
loss of our dear ones reminds us that we ought to make an early
acquaintance with death, for, "It is appointed unto men once to die."
And death, to a believer, is gain, for then he enters into the joy of
the Lord, and sees his Saviour face to face. "Absent from the body,
present with the Lord." May we, then, who are "still in the body
pent," by God-given submission to our sorrows and partings here
2y2
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below, seek more earnestly for that lasting peace, "which passeth all
understanding." Oh, for more of that faith "which sees the unseen,"
and pierces through the veil which hides the love of Him who is still
making intercession for us, "with groanings which cannot be uttered.'
Why should we really be so distressed for our dear ones who are
gone, when we consider that now their sorrows and sufrerings are for
ever past ~ The Saviour, for whom they so longed, has called them to
Him, and with whom they shall abide for ever. Yes, He has said,
"Come unto Me and rest."
.. Yet tears will come, but Jesus will not chide;
He knows our weakness-yea, for us He died."
Sometimes our grief is so deep that our heavenly Father only can
fathom, and Jesus only can soothe. St, Paul, in writing to the Ephesians,
says the saints are blessed in Christ, raised with Christ, seated with
Christ, admired by angels; yet, with all these privileges, God, in
infinite wisdom, suffers them to be attacked by Satan, sickness, and
other troubles in this life. And why ~ Doubtless for their spiritual
good, and to cause them to cling close?' to Him " for if we had no trials
here, we should be very likely to grow cold in prayer, and negligent
of our duty. In the felt time of need we are made more in earnest,
and have to cry, with Jacob"Lord, I cannot let Thee go
'Till a blessing Thou bestow."
And it is our mercy to know that God the Son "was anointed to
bind up the broken hearted." He truly was a mourner all His days
on earth, therefore He so well knows how to "comfort all who mourn."
"I know their sorrows," He says; and was fIe not "made perfect
through sufferings" also ~ When He was about to ascend into heaven,
He said to His disciples, "I will not leave you comfortless. I will
come to you." Yes, dear reader, it is a most sweet and consoling
thought that all who, through the abounding grace of God, are made new
creatures, the Holy Spirit witnl:\sseth with their spirits that they are
"born of God." They in Christ, and Christ in them. He the Head,
and they His members, who, having been united to Him by faith,
have union with Him, yea, and communion, too; and when they are
called hence, they die in the Lord. The hour of death is a season of
great blessedness, for they have the presence of Jesus, who will guide
and comfort them through the valley of the shadow of death, that
they shall fear no evil. Do not these comforting thoughts cause us to
say, "Blessed Jesus, keep me till that hour, keep me in that hour, and
bless me with Thy salvation. Thou who hast, in mercy, set Thy love
upon me, nnwoTthy me, and hast brought me to the knowledge of that
love, keep me in this faith until I realize the eternal enjoyment of
that love, which here we know of only but dimly, in comparison of
those dear departed, who have 'gone to be with Thee for ever"~ As
yet we know not fully what those sweet words mean, "Enter thou
into the joy of thy Lord." For, as St. Paul wrote to the Corinthians,
"Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the

Tlte Gospel Magazine.

645

heart of man the things which God hath prepared fur them that love
Him"; or, as Isaiah says, "For him that waiteth for Him." The
poor body falls asleep, and rests safely till the morninO' of the resurrection, and we know in whose keeping both soul and b~dy are! How
can we ever bless and praise His name enough for takinO' away the
stin~ of death, which is' sin, and giving m the hope of a .i~yful resurrectIOn 1 The Apostle Paul says to the Thessalonians, "If we believe
that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus
shall God bring with Him." So then, beloved reader, who with the
writer, has been called to mourn for dear ones who have le'ft us, and
"~one to be with Jesus, which is far better," may we be comforted
WIth the remembrance that the promises of God are all yea and Amen
in Christ Jesus.
'
Coclcfield.
C. B.
RUTH LINDSAY.
ONE, and not the least, of the many gracious acts of the late dear
Editor which will ever be associated in our memories with kindness,
pure unselfishness, and loving e.ympathy, as belonging most markedly
to him, was the bringing forward to the interest and sympathy of
his readers the case of that affiicted child of God, RUTH LINDSAY.
The Divine Providence which led him to preach alid she to hear him
at Trowbridge, some years ago, is amongst the "all things" linked in
the chain of covenant promise hy the Jehovah-Jireh of His people.
"All your need" is known to Him, and supplied from His treasury
in His own time and way. Thus is this poor sufferer enabled to trace
the good hand of her God, and desires in gratitude to record the
wonderful way in which He has raised up friends to show kindness
unto their Master's servant. May they hear the blessed "Inasmuch"
from their Master's lips. It is due to them to say that I have to-day
(14th September) seen the travellers en route for their friends in
Yorkshire. When I first saw Miss LINDSAY, the dear Doctor's words
came forcibly to mind, and I too was struck with "her placid
countenance." Her whole demeanour, happy though tearful eyes, bespoke a heart of gratitude to her Father and her Father's children,
who have thus contributed towards her necessities, and enabled her to
seek this change. Her kind, constant companion, friend, and nurse also
carried in her face the look which told in whose company her soul
much tarries and finds her chief delight. Links in the chain of God's
providence here, too, I found many; how she "being in the way
was led to the house of her Master's brethren," where she has since
remained, bringing joy to herself and comfort to the poor sufferer in
being thus permitted to wait on a King's daughter. Friends will be
glad to know the invalid was bearing the journey wonderfully well, and
quite looking forward to beneficial results of this change, which her
kind medical man has led her to hope and expect, and her generous
subscribel'3 to realize and enjoy.
R.
THE sun, moon, and stars take nothing from man for the benefits
they confer upon him. They keep shining while men are repining.
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PLEASANT MEMORIES.
"There the glorious Lord will be 1tnto 1IS Ct place of broad riveTs and
streams, wherein shnll go no galley uith oaTS, 'lttither shall gallant ship
pass thereby."-IsAIAH xxxiii. 2l.
I.-The place: "There," Zion at Jerusalem.
n.-The Pm'son: "The glorious Lord."
nL-Whnt He shall be to us: "A place of broad rivers and streams."
1. Zion, and the city built on the mountains of Zion, Jerusalem,
were far away from the sea. They had not even a river flowing
through or by. Jerusalem was in the midst of mountains and hills.
"As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is round
about His people from henceforth and for ever." Mount Zion and
Jerusalem owed not their safety to isolation by the surrounding seas,
or to prosperity by merchandise brought over the seas through
navigable rivers to a great centre of commfrce, as in the case of Tyre
in ancient day~, England now, and many other renowned cities. The
Lord was peculiarly the defence of Israel and the Author of their
prosperity as nation, and of the wealth of the chief city of the
country God gave them for an inheritance. In J ehovah, their King
and rightful Governor, they possessed far more than any other nation
possessed in the natural adaptedness of their cities and countries for
all human purposes, and for facilitating the obtaining of wealth. No
other nation ever spent the sum of eight hundred millions in one
building and its accessories, for the worship of their invented god,
but the temple of Solomon, at Jerusalem, is said to have absorbed so
large a sum of money-as we now count it-yet after all it was
but a figure, a type, a shadow that has passed away. The Zion of
to-day, anu the Jerusalem of to-day, is a spiritual city, and a place
expressed in few words, "Where t100 OT IMee a1'e gnthered together
in My name, there am I in the midst." This is called a church,
and is a place of worship-a temple of the Holy Ghost, and
far more exceeding in real glory-that is, glory that never fades
away-than Solomon's temple, or even Solomon himself; for that
temple was the work of man at best; this, like the flower of
the field, the lily of the valley, of which Christ said, ., Solomon in all
his glory was not arrayed like one of these," they were clothed by
the hand or power of God. And the little assembly gathered in His
name are gathered by His Spirit, and are spiritual men and women.
They are the true Zion, where God has chosen His resting place,
having desired it. They are the Jerusalem, the city of the great
King, the city of righteousness and the cit.v of peace-the Salem of
which our precious Jesus is both Priest and King, as Melchisedec was
of Salem of old.
n. It is our "Glorious Lord" Jesus Christ who is spoken of in
the text. Glorious indeed He is, as He is the" brightness of the Father's
glory, and the express image of His Person "-glorious in His own
glory, as He is the equal Son of the Father in truth and love. He
is glorious in the glory of heaven, which is only glorious in His
reflected glory-in the angels of heaven. who are glorious in His glory
-and in the saints, in whom He is glorified, alJd shall be glorified,
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when He shall "come the second time without sin unto salvation."
Once He came to be the sin-offering-this was the day of His humiliation; then He shall come without an offering, in the brightness an.d
splendour of the beauty of holiness. That will be the day of "HIS
glory," "When the Son of Man shall appear in His glory." "When
the Lord shall build up Zion, then shall He appear in His glory."
He was always glorious, always worthy of the praise of His saints,
which is His declaration glory. "He that offereth praise, glorifieth
Me." And in the day of His deepest humiliation and suffering-when
earth and hell were joined together against the Lord's Anointed-even
then the bright rays of His glory, in acts of love, grace, and mercy,
broke forth like the sun shining through the breaks in the dark
thunder clouds of heaven, blessing mankind, and with special favour
blessing His loved ones; so we must sayAll over glorious is my Lord,
Must be beloved and yet adored;
If the whole world His beauties knew,
Sure the whole earth would love Him too.
Yes, He is "the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever." Glorious in
the bosom of His Father, in the days of humiliation and death for the
ransom of His betrothed bride; in the heaven of glory, where He is gone
to prepare a place for her; all glorious, and always glorious is my
Lord.
Ill. What He will be to us in the place He is gone to prepare for
His redeemed sons and daughters of Zion: "A place of broad rivers
and streams." We have seen that Zion and Jerusalem, literally, had
no broad rivers or streams.
But the glorious Lord will be to His
ransomed all that those things suggest-defence, sufficiency, plenty,
facilities of intercourse and enjoyment-all that can be desired. Time
would fail, and space, to tell all that is comprehended in these
expressions; it includes the river mentioned in the 46th Psalm, which
"maketh glad the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles of
the most High," the Prince of eternal and unchangeable love, of
sovereign and invincible grace. It includes the river of God, which is
full, always full, of water. It means the river of Jehovah's pleasure,
of which He will make His loved ones to drink, who are satisfied
with the fatness of His house " and it also includes the "pure river of
water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God
and of the Lamb "; and also the river of which Ezekiel spoke, procetding
from the threshold of the house, which brought life whithersoever
it came. Aye, it is broad indeed, and deep as is the love of God.
l< There goeth therein no galley with oars "-emblems of servitude, which
means slavery and crime; "nor gallant ship," which means labour,
commerce and gain; all love, grace, and glory in Ohrist, rest and
peace.
Stonehouse, Devon.
WILLIAM TROTlIIAN.
THE covenant is everlasting, being made between everlasting parties
-God and Ohrist-grounded on everlasting love, and filled with everlasting blessings.- BeTridge.
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THE COVENANT.
(GO'TIcluded /1-om page 607.)

CONSlDER another office which our Lord executes in connection with
the covenant of grace-that of a SU1'ety, for we read, in Hebrews vii. 22,
"By so much was Jesus made a Surety of a better testament.," or
covenant, the Greek word which is translated "testament" meaning a
covenant. Now, it is deeply interesting to observe how our Lord was
the Surety of this covenant. Is not a surety amongst men one who
becomes liable for the payment of the debts of a friend 1 So did our
Lord become liable far the debts of His people-His friends-under the
provisions of this new, this better covenant. And what are these debts ~
He Himself teaches us, in that prayer which is commonly called the
., Lord's Prayer," that sin is a debt. And a debt it is, because we, in
committing it, incur a mighty debt to Divine .T ustice, a debt of punishment, as well as show that we owe a debt of active obedience to Jehovah's
What, then, has our Lord
law, which is "holy and just and good."
done ~ He, as the Priest of His people-" the Priest after the order
of Melchizedek "-has paid the debt of punishment which His people
owed, for which He, as their Surety, had become responsible, by the
sacrifice of Himself; for, "Christ hath redeeemed us from the curse of
the law, being made a curse for us" (Gal. iii. 13). But, although this
is the part of the Surety's engagements upon which the Apostle dwells
in Hebre',vs viL, in connection with our Lord's priestly office, yet the
other part; of the engagements of a surety must not be passed by;
for not only had He to pay the debt of punishment which His people
owed, but also their debt of active obedience. This He has discharged,
for we read, "Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every
one that believeth." "By the obedience of one shall many be made
[Greek, constituted] righteous" (Rom. x. 4; v. 19). "Christ is of God
made unto us righteousness" (1 Cor. i. 30). "He hath made Him
to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made [Greek,
become] the righteousness of God in Him" (2 Cor. v. 21). Thus it
is made clear that our Di vine Surety has paid His people's debts;
that He has satisfied Divine Justice, and that He has opened the way
for Jehovah to show Himself to be "just, and the justifier of him
which believeth in Jesus." "Faithful and just to forgive us our sins,
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" (Rom, iii. 26; 1 John i. 7).
This view of the Surety's work leads to another thought in connection with the covenant, which we shall do well to dwell upon,
namely, that His death was for the confirmation or ratification of the
new covenant, the covenant of grace. This is the truth which
Hebrews ix. (a chapter to which I have already referred) is intended
to tell-ch us, for the Apost;le in this chapter does not speak of a testament, or as we usually say, a will, but of the covenant; and he does not
speak of the death of a testator, but of the death of the vidim
offered as a sacrifice. Therefore verses 15 to 20 should read thus:
., For this cause He [that is, Christ] is the Mediator of the new
covenant, that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first covenant, they which are called
might receive the promise of eternal inheritance. For where a cove-

The Gospel Magazz"ne.

649

nant is, there must of necessity be the death of the sacrificial victim.
For a covenant is of force over dead bodies, otherwise it is of no
strength at ali while those animals live. 'Whereupon neither the first
covenant was dedicated without blood. For when Moses had spoken
every precept to all the people according to the law, he took the blood
of calves and of goats, with water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop, and
sprinkled both the book, and all the people, saying, This is the blood
Df the covenant which God hath enjoined unto you." Now apply all
this to the new covenant, and its ratification. What was the sacrifice
by which this covenant was confirmed ~ The atoning sacrifice of the
Lamb of God. What was the blood which was shed for this purpose ~
The blood of the Lord Jesus, for He Himself said on the night of
His betrayal, at the Last Supper, "This is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sios" (Matt. xxvi.
28) ; and His servant has said that. God has" brought from the dead
our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood
of the everlasting covenant." Behold, then, the security of this new
covenant; it has been confirmed by the sacrifice, and the -shedding of
the blood of the incarnate Son of God, the Surety of the covenant.
But I ask you to consider a yet further ground of security which
this covenant possesses; it Tests upon the oath of God. Is not that
testimony which is given in an earthly court of justice upon oath
considered to be most certain 1 Is not that promise to which the
additional sanctity of oath has been given considered inviolable ~ Is
not that agreement which has been confirmed by an oath considered
most binding ~ Just so it is, indeed, with this covenant, or agreement
which we are now considering. Is it asked, why did God thus interpo~e
His oath ~ not to bind Himself; His word was sufficient for that;
but out of compassion for our infirmities. "Once have I sworn by
my holiness that I will not lie unto David" (Psalm lxxxix. 35).
"Men verily swear by the greater: and an oath for confirmation is to
them an end of all strife. Wherein God, willing liore abundantly to
show unto the heirs of promise the immutability of His counsel,
confirmed it by an oath: that by two immutable things, in which it
was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolatio~,
who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us '
(Heb. vi. 16-18). Is it asked by what God sworel The reply is,
"Because He could swear by no greater, He sware by Himself" (Heb.
vi. 13). Behold, then, the perfect security of the covenant, it rests
upon God's oath: that oath was by Himself, His inflexible justice,
His unsullied holiness; His infinite love; His rich grace; His tender
mercy; His omniscient wisdom; His almighty power, and His inviolable faithfulness. What a warrant for trust in this covenant has
the feeblest believer, the most doubting and fearing disciple! Let
such an one venture his all upon this covenant, and it will never fail
him; let him depend upon this covenant in his darkest hour, and he
shall find that He who is the Author of it is his God; that He who
has ratified it with His own oath is His Father, and that He stands
pledged by oath and by promise to bestow all the blessings of it upon
him who comes to Him in the name of its great Mediator and Surety,
His Son, Jesus Ohrist our Lord!
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Let us now consider what the blessings are which are promised in
the covenant o:f grace. These are clearly revealed in Jeremiah xxxi.
31-34, and Hebrews viii. 10-12, and may be thus summed up: 1. The
complete a.nd everlasting justification of the covenant people: "I will
be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sinR and their iniquities
will I remember no more'" (verse 12). 2. Their adoption into God's
family: "I will be to them a God, and they shall be to Me a people"
(verse 10). 3. Their divine illumination or instruction: "All shall know
Me, from the least to the greatest" (verse 11). 4. Their complete
sanctification: "I will put My laws into their minds, and write them
in their hearts" (verse I 0). But the blessings of the Dew covenant,
the covenant of grace, are even more numerous than these which I
have just mentioned; they extend to every want of every believer.
Thus David, as a believer in Him who was to appear as the Mediator
of the covenant, could say, "He hath made with me an everlasting cove·
nant, ordered in all things, and sure" (2 Sam. xxiii. 5); words which
are re.echoed by St. Paul, when hp, wrote, "My God shall supply all
your need, according to His riches in glory by Ohrist Jesus" (Phil.
iv. 19). Thus is each believer encouraged to look to the covenant of
grace as his warrant for expecting that all his wants, whether they be
spiritual ones, or whether they be earthly ones, will be supplied by
his gracious God and Father in Ohrist Jesus.
It is very profitable to notice the titles which are given to the
covenant in the Old Testament, since they show us what blessings are
secured to the people of God in it. In Isaiah liv. 10; Ezekiel :xxxiv.
25; and xxxvii. 26, it is called the "covenant of peace"; and thus we
learn that the blessing of peace is secured to those persons who have
been living in enmity against God, and who have been brought by
the Holy Spirit to believe in the Lord Jesus Ohrist, the Prince of
Peace. In Malachi ii. 5, this covenant is called the "covenant of
life," God's words being, "My covenant was with him of life and
peace"; because spiritual, legal, and everlasting life is secured herein
to God's covenant people, who are spirit~tally dead by birth, dead in
trespasses and sins-legally dead, because of their actual sins, and under
sentence of eternal death, because of their unbelief. In 2 Ohronicles
xiii. 5, this covenant is spoken of as a "covenant of salt," by which
the continuance of the covenant of grace and of its blessings is intended.
Whilst in 2 Samuel xxiii. 5; Isaiah Iv. 3; lxi. 8; and Jeremiah xxxii. 40,
this covenant is declared to be an everlasting one. Thus we learn that
all the blessings secured in it are of everlasting continuance. Do we
speak of the justification of the Lord's covenant people ~ this is ever·
lasting: He says, "Their sins and their iniquities will I remember
no more." "There is now no condemnation to them which are in
Ohrist Jesus." ~'I have sworn that I would not be wroth with thee,
nor rebuke thee" (Isa. liv. 9). "He hath made Him to be sin :for
us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of
God in Him." Do we speak of their sanctification 1 this is eternal.
"Whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed
to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn amongst
many brethren" (Rom. viii. 29). Is the adoption of sons which they
receive eternal1 "Having predestinat;ed us unto the adoption of
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children by Jesus Christ unto Himself, according to the good pleasure of
His will" (Eph. i. 5). "If children, then heirs j heirs of Gon, and
joint heirs with Christ" (Rom. viii. 17). And so I might proceed to
show tbat all the other blessings which are secured to the people of
God in the covenant of grace are of everlasting continuance, since
"He has commanded His covenant for ever." He has declared that
He will "always be mindful of His covenant"; that "His covenant
He will not break, nor alter the thing which has gone out of His
lips" j and that His "covenant of peace" sball "never be removed."
What a glorious ground of confidence has each of the covenant
people!
Now comes the question, For whom has God entered into covenant
with His dear Son 1 Who are the people who will benefit by this
covenant 1 The covenant which God made known to Abraham was
intended for the benefit of his spiritual seed j and just so is the
covenant of grace, God's new and better covenant, intended for the
spiritual seed of Christ-those persons whom He designates "a chosen
generation," having chosen them in Christ before the foundation of
the world, and whom He has redeemeil to Himself with the precious
blood of Christ, the blood of the everlasting covenant.
But it may be asked, How can I know that I am one of these
COYfmant people 1 What must I do 1 What conditions must I fulfil,
that I may enjoy the covenant blessings of which you have been
speaking 1 I reply, this covenant and its blessings are all of grace
from first to last, and therefore to speak of doing anything to entitle
you to these blessings, is to contradict the terms of the covenant,
and to make it a covenant of works. Besides, the conditions of the
covenant Christ has Himself fulfilled by His obedience and sufferings,
whilst those conditions of which people speak, namely, faith in tte
Saviour, and repentance toward God, are not conditions, properly
speaking, but rather blessings flowing from the covenant-God's free
gift to sinners.
The great qualification for enjoying the blessings of God's everlasting covenant of grace, is this: being thoroughly convinced by the
Holy Spirit of your sinfulness, weakness, helplessness, guilt and
condemnation.
Therefore let your earnest prayer be, that you may
thoroughly know yourselves-the plague of your own hearts j the sinfulness of your many sins j your inability to think even a good thought of
yourselves, or to pray of yourselves: that knowing experimentally your
lost and ruined condition as sinners, you may come as such to the
great Surety of the covenant for the blessing of forgiveness; and to
Him as the great Mediator of the same, that you may receive
from Him those other blessings of which you stand so much in
need.
Again, let your earnest prayer be for faith-real, saving faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ and His covenant undertakings. This is absolutely
necessary, for He has said, "He that believeth on Him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he
bath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God"
(John iii. 18). Besides, without faith in Christ it is utterly impossible for anyone to lay hold of this covenant, and plead it with God
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in prayer; and without faith in Him it is also perfectly impossible for
anyone to have, possess, and exparienctJ the blessings contained in
and secured by God's everlasting covenant of grace.
Let us beware of doing anything, or of pursuing any course of
conduct that may prevent us from experiencing the blessings of the
covenant. Worldliness of heart or of life; lukewarmness of heart; a
low standard of conduct; selfishness; indolence; neglecL of God's
ordinances; one or more of thesf', if indulged in, will hinder the
believer from enjoying these blessings. Let Christian watchfulness
then be exercised over the motives, aims, affections, and desires; let
everything be brought to this test, " Will Christ be glorified thereby ~"
and as the Holy Spirit's teaching and aid are sought, so shall your
experience of the blessings of the covenant be maintained.
Lastly, let any desponding believer remember how faithful God
has been, is, and will be to His covenant. Of this faithfulness He
has given us two signs or seals, even as He gave to Noah the
sign of the rainbow, and to the Israelites circumcision and the
passover. Is it asked, What are those two signs ~ They are the
two sacraments, Baptism and the Lord's Supper.
Here then are
the seals with which God has sealed His covenant of grace. Baptism,
the initial sign by which we are introduced into the privileges of the
covenant: the Lord's Supper, the feast by which the souls of God's
believing people are fed and strengthened, as they partake of it in
faith, and love, and hope. Be it our part, then, to make use of these
signs of God's faithfulness to His covenant, that we may find that He
makes them to be to us seals of His love and grace, showing us that
the continuance of the blessings of His covenant to us depends, not
upon our faithfulness to Him, but upon His faithfulness to His
covenant.
"Once have I sworn by My holiness that I will not lie
"My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing
unto David."
that has gone out of My lips" (Psalm lxxxix. 35, 34).
W. H. PAINTER.
ON THE DEATH OP THE BELOVED EDITOR OF THE
"GOSPEL MAGAZINE."
DEAR brotber in our precious Lord,
At length tby work is done:
Farewell t.he warfare and the sword;
The victor's crown is won.
The gloomy vale is safely passed;
The clouds have rolled away:
The frowning night is lost at
last
In heaven's eternal day.
No more on eartb tby tongue shall
tell
The tale of Jesus' love;
In sweeter strains tby praises swell
The nobler songs above.
Scarborough.

Dear Lord, Thy loved ones wait for
Tbee;
Gather Thy cbildren home:
We often long '1 hy face to see;
Ob, come, Lord J CSllS, come l
An 1 when we stand before Thy face,
How sweet will be the song
Of sovereign, free, abounding grace,
While ages roll along.
Oh, happy day! when friends shall
meet,
Where friends no more shall part:
Where .r esus smiles a welcome sweet,
And dwells in every heart.
W. S. ROBINSON.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. GREY HAZLERIGG,
MINISTER OF ZION CHAPEL,

LEICE~TER.

MR. HAZLERIGG was educated for, and in his eighteenth yeal.' entered,
the army, and in the sketch of his experience which he gives as a
preface to "Letters to a Mother" he says, speaking of this period of
his life, "Although greatly pi eserved from some forms of sin, my life
was one of vanity and evil, according to the course of this world, and
far off from God. In my nineteenth year came a change. The Lord,
I believe, drew nearer unto me, and to this period I trace back the
real work of grace upon my soul. If not then begun, it was at that
time carried ou with prevailing power. Oue day I was sitting by a
brother officer at mes" and I reproved him for some scoffing remarks
he made about Christianity. I was a sort of professor and he a kind
of infidel. He turned sharply upon me, and said, 'As for you, you
profess what you know nothing about.' This went home like an arrow,
and drove me to my Bible and my knees." Then came the heartsearching work, the liftings up and castings down; followed by deep
spiritual exercise of soul. " After this," writes Mr. HAZLERIGG, "I sank
into deep waters, and my many temptations overwhelmed my soul.
Beneath the exercises of my mind my health gave way. On this
account, and because the army seemed undesirable for a Christian,
I sold my commission and returned home." And for a long season
he was subjected to great conflict and perplexity, so much so that,
hunted and harassed by the great enemy of souls, it was feared by
his medical man that the mind would give way. But God had His
set time, and know3 how and when to deliver every elect vessel of
mercy. "God, my exceeding joy," was to become his portion and
satisfaction. Rest from his enemies was given him, and peace flowed
in as a river. He then had a great desire to enter the ministry, and
began by first expounding in private to the family and servants in
his mother's home, and eventually he became more publicly a minister
of the everlasting Gospel, until he eventually settled where he is to
this day, so faithfully and fully preaching an exalted Christ to the
flock gathered together in Zion Chapel, Leicester.
We beg leave to insert the following letter, as one of the many
precious ones written to his mother:London, 7th October, 1862.

DEA.REST MOTHER,-I send you a few extra lines to.day, my sister
having sent me word that you are not well. I trust it will prove only a
slight attack. You certainly have not seemRd well for some time; may
the Lord soon restore you. The thirty-ninth Psalm has been somewhat
sweet to me to.day, and I trust turned in parts into prayer. I could not
help saying on the Lord's Day during the sermon that I would sooner
have a heart to breathe out itself to God, as the Psalmist does in his
Psalms, than to have a thousand worlds.
What suitable petitions we have in this thirty.ninth Psalm! How true
it is IDan walketh in a vain show, that earth is but a temporary stage,
and earthly afl'.tirs a huge pageant upon that stage, with men as the
actors: and, alas! actors so carried away by the pageantry that they
forget the reality, and go ofi' the stage, and then too late learn the truth
of things. Well might the Psalmist pray, "Lord make me to know mine
}:[y
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end." The word know means familiarity. Make me familiar with a
dying hour, don't let me be as one strange to it. Don't let me put far off
as a disagreeable acquaintance that dying day, but let me walk daily
with it in the reflections and realizing power of my heart. Also let me
realize the shortness of my time upon earth, that I may feel how frail
I am. Most men want to shun the company of such as these. They
think that a constant intimacy with a dying hour-a feeling of their
frailty, their frail hold upon life, a sense ot' its shortness at longest, and
uncertainty at best-wi.ll make them gloomy and miserable, and unfit
them for life whilst they live. But the Psalmist felt otherwise. No,
he would say, this will fit me to live properly. Not merely to play an
actor's part in a deceitful pageant; but a wise man's part in a state of
things which has this solemnity about it, that the vanity and madness
of it shall soon pass away, and the sober reality of a God to answer to,
and sin and wickedness to answer for, will remain. I often, when inclined
to covet more of this world and its good things, am checked by the
thought, but oh, how short the possession at the longest! Friends who
make life dear must soon pass away. If the house even remains, the
rooms must soon be empty, and the hearth desolate. And then you, too,
must sooner or later follow them. Oh, the only wisdom is to be prepared
to die, and to lay up for om'selves a treasure in heaven, which death
itself shall put us in complete possession of! I do think my heart
at times embraces death, not as some hideous monster, but as something
most sweet and desirable: for"If sin be pardoned, I'm secure,
Death has no sting beside;
The law gives sin its damning power,
But Christ, my ransom, died."
It does seem strange that men should live so thoughtlessly about, and
so uninfluenced by, that which is most certain-a dying hour-and be engrossed with that which is so uncertain-to-morrow. This certainly shows
the sin of man's heart, and the madness of that sin. And the Psalmist
felt he was no better than others in these respects. He knew his own
reason could not give him a sanctified familiarity with death and mortality.
His own thoughts, he felt, would be vain; but Christ, by His Spirir,
can give deep sanctifying and life.influencing thoughts. Therefore, he
prays to Him, "Lord, make me to know mine end, and the measure of
my days," &c. He did not ask to know when he should die, but to feel
a dying man every day of his life, and have a dying man's view of things.
and a dying man's estimate of the vain pageant around him; that so he
might apply his heart not to earthly things, but to heavenly; not to the
passing things of a day, but to eternal I·ealities. This view of death would
loosen his hold upon time things, sober his vain heart, chasten and moderate
his desires for himself and others, and regulate his passions and his thoughts.
This would make him long to know the free, full forgiveness of all his
transgressions-to have his lusts subdued, and have his evidences yet more
bright of an interest in Christ, and a name to live in that city which hath
foundations, whose builder and maker is God.
I have merely sent you a few reflections. Thev may, with the Lord's
blessing, prove profitable. Illness is meant by God to sober us, call us
to reflection, and thuB prove fruitful in sriritual blessings to our souls.
It is a bad sign when that which should be for our profit proves either
ineffectual or worse (Rom. xi. 9). We should desire to find the gracious
effects of God's furnaces. God reproaches literal Jerusalem with the unprofitableness of His dispensations towards it. The very bellows were
burned, yet nothing (Jer. vi. 29, 30; Ezek. xxii. 18.22) except dross turned
up. No silver was yielded. This showed a most reprobate state. So in
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Ahaz's case. He sinned more a.nd more, did King Ahaz (2 Ohr. xxviii. 22)
when God affiicted him-God's table, through his reprobate nature, itself
proved a snare. These things should teach us solemnly to pray that
grace may work in the midst of the circumstances through which we pass,
so that neither man nor God may pronounce us justly reprobate silver,
but the real gold of God, which comes forth more purified from each
furnace.
I have no time for more; with best love to all,
Your anxiously attached and affectionate son,
G. H.
" 301."
A CIRCUMSTANCE in proof of how the Lord takes care of His poor and
needy ones, has just come under my notice. N at much above a mile
from this spot there lives a Christian woman whose trust is in her Lord.
She is left with a number of children, and if not entirely destitute, is
yet put to hard strait.s to keep the wolf from the door. The other day
she was much in need, and, to my mind, a parent seeing his children
in need of bread is a trial of the deepest character. Well, she was
much cast down, when a tap came at the door, which she opened,
and a lad stepped in with a parcel and placed it on the table, and,
without a word, was leaving the house. The woman, calling to him,
said, "My lad, you've made a mistake; this parcel is not for me."
The lad responded, "You're 301, ain't you 7/) "Yes," said the woman,
"that is the number of my house." " Well," said the boy, "I've been
told to leave it at 301, and I shall leave it." She again expostulated,
"I am sure you're under a mistake, and you had better take the
parcel back with you." The lad very emphatically said, "Missus, I
was told to leave it at 301, and not an inch shall it be moved from
301," and away he went. The poor thing thought, "This is strange,
but perhaps I had better open the parcel," and cutting the string, she
found therein a nice piece of bacon, some tea and sugar, with butter
and bread, and with a card with the name of the kind friend who
had sent her these acceptable eatables. She was at once overcome
with joy and thankfulness; tears stole down her cheeks, and she saw
at once it was the Lord's dealings in loving-kindness to her. The
fact was, the kind minister, who is personally known to the writer, had
an impression laid upon his mind that that person was in need, and
.so be .sent the parcel, it coming at a most opportune moment, relieving
the necessity of the needy, and causing her to uplift her heart in
gratitude to God.
Oh, how in these little ways can we gladden
sorrowful ones, and show them that the Lord is "a very present
help in time of trouble."

G. C.
IF true believers in Christ, our charnel-house is but a chamber-house,
whither we retire, after the example of our Lord Jesus, to rest the
wearied limbs of mortality. And what a sweet perfume hath His
sacred body given to the dust of death! The first clear and distinct
views of the future mansions of the blessed were seen from the tomb
of Christ.-Hawke1'.
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PASTORAL NOTES.
MARRIAGE.

is described, in the marriage service of the Ohurch of
England, as "an honourable estate, instituted of God in the time of
man's inllocency, signifying unto us the mystical union that is betwixt
Ohrist and His Ohurch; which holy estate Ohrist adorned and
beautified with His presence, and first miracle that he wrought, in
Oana of Galilee; and is commended of St. Paul to be honourable
among all men; and therefore is not by any to be enterprised nor
taken in hand unadvisedly, lightly, or wantonly; but reverently,
discreetly, advisedly, soberly, and in the fear of God." What a good
thing it would be if it were al ways thus regarded! a pastor then
might well rejoice, as he sometimes indeed can rejoice when two
members of his flock are thus suitably united; but often the very
reverse is the case, and then he can scarcely help feeling sad.
Sometimes too much is expected of marriage, and sometimes too
little.
Its effects are over-estimated in the one case, and its
importance is under-estimated in the other.
Some who enter upon it seem to forget that it is a union-not of
perfect, but of imperfect-human beings, both alike subject to human
infirmities; and that faults which are apparent before marriage, will
in all probability be found to exist after it, checked, perhaps, but not
eradicated. I well remember the amusement which a suitor-not very
experienced in life nor very young-occasioued amongst his friends by
his repeated description of his expectant bride as being "a perfect
angel"; those who knew her well being perfectly aware that she
possessed some admirable qualities, but they could scarcely regard her in
so flattering a light as that, and they feared that a surprise was in store
for him. Some seem to suppose that marriage can almost work miracles;
that characters can be altered by it, and that faults can be completely
cured. How great must be their disappointment when they find that
it can do nothing of the kind! On the other hand, some seem to
enter upon it as if it were merely an acquaintance of a brief duration,
or an engagement which may be dissolved at will; utterly oblivious of
the fact that it is an engagement for life-perhaps for a very long life,
and that its effects may be lasting as eternity.
How wonderful it is that two human beings, who perhaps previously
were completely unknown to one another, can be attracted towards
each other with so strong an attraction, that they can regard each
other with the most intense affection, and become willing to enter
upon the closest companionship; to unite their destinies together, and
solemnly to promise that, amidst all the changing and uncertain
circumstances of life, they will take each other cC for better for worse,
for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to
cherish," till "death does them part." Still more wonderful and
interesting it is to find that in cases where they are really suited to
each other, and especially where they are united "in the Lord,"
their affection increases rather than diminishes as time goes on, they
become more and more to each other, and they value each other
MARRIAGE
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more and more highly. Their interests are identical, their hopes are
identical, and instead of wishing that their union could be dissolved,
if they were able to begin life over again, they would gladly renew
it. "Sally, my dear," I heard an elderly man say to his grey-haired
wife, as he looked affectionately at her, "if I were a young man
again, I would propose again to you." "And I would accept you
again, my love," was her quick and ready reply.
Marriage is said to be " a great lottery," and so it is, if it be regarded
only from a human point of view. What an extremely difficult thing
it is sometimes to find out the inner traits of human character, to know
what the home life is like, and to ascertain whether one person is really
suited to ano.ther or not. There is only one infallible safeguard in the
matter, and that is Divine guidance. He who knows all hearts can
always guide His children with unerring wisdom, and He will thus
guide them if they earnestly seek for His guidance, and if they are
willing to submit themselves to it.
I remember, one Sunday morning, being awakened very early by the
loud ringing of the front door bell, and I found that it was occasioned
by an expectant bride, who had intended being married that day; but
she had come at that early hour to say that the marriage would not
take place. She was a Ohristian woman, one of our Sunday-school
teachers, and she had intended being married to a young man whom she
had known well in his childhood, having been brought up with him in
the same village. He, however, had left the village some years before,
and had gone to a distant manufacturing town, where he obtained
some lucrative employment. During those years she had lost sight of
him, and when he returned to the village for a brief visit, and renewed
his acquaintance with her, she supposed that he was the same in
character as she had known him to be ere he left it. When, therefore,
he expressed a strong affection for her she thought that she could return
it, and when he asked that a speedy marriage might be arranged, she
consented. But when all was settled, and the wedding day was fixed,
she found, to her intense regret, that his character was completely
changed. If the change had consisted of some merely minor points of
difference, she would have thought very little about it; but when, on
th~ evening before their intended marriage, she heard him speak
scoffingly of religion, she could bear it no longer, and she bravely told
him that she was a Ohristian woman, that she could not marry an
un-Ohristian man, and that, therefore, he might return to his home
without her. She passed-as we may imagine-a sleepless night, and
she came, poor woman, at the earliest possible moment the next
morning to convey the intelligence to me. Her neighbours and her
friends strongly blamed her, but I thought that she deserved to be
highly commended.
It is extremely difficult sometimes to give advice upon the subject
of marriage. One evening, after a service, a lady came into the
vestry of our church, and said that she wanted my advice upon a very
important matter. She had had, she said, an offer of marriage, and
she was very anxious to know whether she ought to accept it or not.
What could I say in reply ~ She was one of my most useful and
highly-valued parish helpers, and the offer which she had received was
2z
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from a gentleman of good position, with an income of £1,000 a-year.
I wondered why she asked my advice upon the subject, and, after a
little hesitation, I asked her, "Do you love him ~ " "No," she
replied, "I do not." "Do you think that you would be likely to love
him if you married him ~" "No, I do not think that I should."
"Then," I said, "my advice is, do not marry him." And she did
not.
Hearing that one of my parishioners, a most respectable and intelligent
young woman, the daughter of a farmer, was engaged to be married
to a. man whose character I knew was very disreputable, I felt that
it was my duty to warn her; but instead of being grateful for the
warning, she and her friends were greatly offended by it. They asked
me, indeed, to officiate at the marriage service, which took place at a
neighbouring church, and I did so, but not with satisfaction, for I
felt as if a blight rested upon it. The bride was very good-looking,
and a picture of perfect health; she was also always extremely neat
and tidy in her person and dress. But, oh! what a change became
apparent soon after her marriage! We could not help noticing it as
she passed our house from time to time; she became by degrees
extremely untidy in her person and dress, and the bloom of health altogether
disappeared from her cheeks. Her cottage, too, was a reflex of herself.
Poor woman, I don't think that I ever heard her complain, but there
is no doubt that her married life was a bitter disappointment to her.
In a few years her husband died; she, altogether broken down in
health, had to go, with her little children, into the workhouse, and
there she also soon died.
- I much dislike to see frivolity at a marriage service. A marriage
ought to be a happy occasion, and a little pleasantry before or after
the 'service is not out of place; but the service itself ought to be a
time of seriousness. Solemn vows are being taken; an important
epoch has arrived in two human lives, the past and the future seem
to meet together, and frivolity seems to be quite out of place. Yet
sometimes it may be painfully seen. Upon one occasion I noticed that
the demeanour of the bridegroom at a marriage service was very
flippant; he seemed to regard the whole affair as if it were a joke;
and when the part of the service came where the bridegroom is expected to say, "I, So-and.so, take thee, So-and-so, to be my wedded
wife, to have and to hold from this day forward," he said, very
distinctly, and with a leer upon his face, "To have and to hold far
this day fartnight." I looked at him reproachfully, and, seeing that
this had no effect, I told him sternly that he must say the words
correctly, or I should not proceed with the service. Still he hesitated.
I shall not readily forget the earnest, pleading expression of the bride's
face as she turned at that moment and looked at him. Then he gave
way, and muttered the words correctly, but apparently with great
reluctance. What was the sequel to that marriage ~ That sweet-looking
and comely bride became not very long afterwards an inmate of a
lunatic asylum!
As an illustration of the common-place way in which marriage is
sometimes regarded by the labouring classes, I may mention a conversation which a member of my family overheard last winter. Two
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labouring men were talking to each other, and one asked, "I say,
Bill, is it true that you have gone and got 'spliced 1' " "Yes," was
the reply, "I have."
"Why, what in the world made you do such a
thing as that 1" " Well, you see, I have been lately very cold
of nights, and I thought that if I got a wife, perhaps she would
keep me warm." The speaker evidently felt the force of Solomon's
words-if he knew them-" Two are better than one . . . . . . If
two lie together, then they have heat: but how can one be warm
alone 1"
Differences in opinion form a serious drawback to marriage, and
especially differences in religious opinion. A member of my late
beloved father's congregation, a Protestant, unwisely married a Roman
Oatholic. What a wretched life he appeared to live! He resided in a
long low house; and popular rumour said that he resided at one end
of the house, and his wife at the other, and that they never came
near each ot,her. I know that they met together once, at the funeral
of their only child, when the little coffin was placed in the centre of
the house, and they both knelt and wept beside it; but even that
bitter bereavement did not seem to reconcile them, or to break down
the barrier between them.
Differences in station also, as a rule, are very objectionable. A
clergyman's daughter whom I knew-well educated and lady-likemarried her father's coachman. Her husband became a cab driver,
and she exerted herself in earnest work amongst cabmen, endeavouring
to improve and benefit them in various ways. I have still a little
gift which she presented to me with a letter of thanks for a brief
address which I gave at her request to a meeting of cabmen. I do
not know what her subsequent history was; but, whilst I lived in her
neighbourhood, I thought that her demeanour showed that she was
conscious that she had made a great mistake.
Unmarried people need advice sometimes; but do not married people
also 1 Is there not sometimes a want of courtesy, and consideration
for one another's feelings, amongst the latter 1 Are there not husbands
who, regarding themselves apparently as "monarchs of all they survey,"
think that they may rule their households with an iron rod, and speak
to and treat their wives as if they were their slaves 1 Thrown lately,
when travelling, into the company of a well-known and popular
evangelist and his handsome wife, I was amazed at the way in which
I heard him speak to her. Some little mistake had been made, and
he scolded her as if it were all her fault, and so bitterly and harshly
that it seemed as if he must be speaking to a dog, and as if he could
never have known that there is such a command in Holy Scripture
as, "Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them." J
thought how sad might perhaps be the remembrance of such speaking
if the loved one-for probably she was loved, although thus treatedwas laid low. And wives-are they not blameable sometimes 1 It is
singular that they are not commanded in Holy Scripture to love their
husbands-it seems as if it were taken for granted that they would be
sure to do this-but do they not sometimes speak and act as if they
had no love 1 Oh, the bitter, the exasperating, the sarcastic, the
venemous words which one has heard wives address to their husbands!
2z2
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one has wondered how the latter could possibly endure them; and one
has been forcibly reminded of the truth of Solomon's statements,
"There is that speaketh like the piercings of a sword;" and, "It is
better to dwell in the wilderness than with a contentious and an angry
woman." I do not, of course, thus refer to Ohristian wives-they know
better-but still, do they not seem sometimes to be faulty in this
respect, and sometimes to forget how great the power of their words
may be ~
Hastings.
D. A. DOUDNEY.

A FEW RELICS OF A REDEEMED
GLORIFIED ONE.

AND

NOW

(Concluded from page 586.)

most upright, dost weigh the path of the just." If, then, the
path is weighed, everything pertaining to it must be well proportioned,
and it is verily a right way. We have many mercies and many difficulties-very much to praise for, yet still quite enough to ballast the
ship, and make Hezekiah's prayer very familiar and suitable, "Undertake for me." Sometimes the rebellious will ask many questions about
the cloud, "Why is it so thick ~ why it hangs over so long ~" and it
is only now and then we are enabled to say, "Even so, Father."
We are journeying on-oh, so rapidly !-homeward. Oertainly, the
way gets no smoother, but the mercies get no fewer, and our Father's
love no colder, and His care no feebler; so then we have only to pass
on, "looking up," taking all we may meet with as our covenant
portion, wisely ordered and kindly prepared, the bitter and sweet
nicely blended; and I am sure, considering we are strangers and
pilgrims, we are wonderfully well ~ff: "All this, and Christ," is a
grand inheritance, if even the all is but bread and water. As a good
old man said, "If we look at the heaviest trial, and couple heaven
with it, it brightens the same, and makes the "wilderness to rejoice
and blossom as the rose," and the valley of Baca to resound with a
song.
Our plan would be, blessed, firm health, but the dear Lord pleases
sometimes to deal out blessed sickness, and blessed weakness, and even
blessed pain; for His blessing comes with all, and though for the present
"not joyous," it yieldeth "peaceable fruits." I am flat and doubting, just
like this" Sometimes, when I seem quite left in the dark,
Of hope not a gleam, of faith not a spark."
Again-" I would but cannot rest
In God's most holy will ;
I know what He appoints is best,
Yet murmur at it still."

(I

THOU,

And that hymn of BERRIDGE'S fits well, "Poor angry bosom, hush! "
I feel low down, instead of trusting and resting. Oh dear! I know it
all, and keep repeating Asa's words-and J ehoshaphat's too, so pleading,
so sweet, "It is nothing with Thee, Lord, to help," &c. "And now we know
not what to do, but our eyes are upon Thee"; the dear Word is full of

The Gospel Magazine.

661

footsLeps in the same path.
One day I felt the 1l5th Psalm very
sweet and precious: The idols of the heathen (and we live in the
midst of them),-" hands, but handle not," no lifting of burdens; "eyes
but see not," no watching night aud day; "feet, but walk not," liO going
into the furnace with the tried ones; "noses, but smell not," no accepting our poor petitions as incense; "ears, but hear not," "And the Lord
hearkened and heard."
For, dear brother, this word of Ohrist's, "Blessed is he who shall not
be offended in Me "; I know he will not be offended with the righteousness of Ohrist. BONAR says" Thy righteousness, 0 Ohrist, shall clothe and beautify;
I wrap it round my soul, in this I live and die."
"HOPE THOU IN GOD."
Christian, faint, yet still pursuing,
Mourner, are thy loved ones taken P
" Hope thou in God."
" Hope thou in God."
Thou shalt find thy strength renew- Thou art not of all forsaken,
ing,
"Hope thou in God."
" Hope thou in God."
Love divine, thy lot ordaining,
Though thy conflicts are distressing, Saw they were thy heart detainAll that comes to thee is "blessing";
ing,
Think of this, and onward pressing,
Rise thee, and thy grief restraining,
" Hope thou in God."
" Hope thou in God."
Pilgrim, poor and sad and weary,
" Hope thou in God."
Though thy desert life be dreary,
" Hope thou in God."
Though "things present" thou art
fearing,
Thy best Friend, for thee appel.ring,
Shall thy way be sweetly clearing;
" Hope thou in God."

Saint, believer, heir of glory,
" Hope thou in God."
Thine are all things, look before thee,
" Hope thou in God."
King-for God Himself hath crowned
theeNaught created shall confound thee,
Deity encampeth round thee;
" Hope thou in God."

Oould we but see the sorrows of the saints in a mass, oh, what a
mixture! and how strange that these are the portion of the children, the
heirs. "God dealeth with you as with sons." There is something so
soft and sweet in the word "dealeth"; it is no random sort of treatment,
but one measured, fixed, gracious plan of discipline, to refine, and
polish, and purge, that at last we "be to the praise of His glory."
Winter is fast coming upon us. Well, we have a God for all seasons,
a Friend for all weathers, and a home to go to at last, untouched by
seasons and unblighted by storms.

Llandudno, June 29th, 1889.
My DEAR SISTER IN JESUS,-You see we are here, and your letter
was sent on to me. I can see your poor hand gets feebler, but if the
Lord will let you stay a fortnight longer in the wilderness, we will
meet onee more. I am hoping to spend an hour with you on the 12th.
It will be sweet to say farewell till we meet in our Father's house on
high. Just a month before my seventieth birthday, the dear Lord is
very kind to me, keeping the pain down so graciously, and helping
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me on day by day. The lines you mention are very sweet; and what
a comfort the old hymns do not wear out, but go on with us all
through the journey, though nearly all who used to sing them with us
are gone to sing above. Well," Soon shall I pass," &c. This is my
desire, and I know it is yours. I like to read of the saints departing
and triumphing over the last enemy. I believe we often meet at the
mercy seat, where we have constantly to go; what a comfort we are
welcome there! it is enough that He knows all. The Lord be with
you. "Be of good courage, and He shall strengthen thine heart."
Yours in love and truth,
E. M. L. HIBBARD.
Oh, the precious words of Scripture when the dear Holy Spirit, the
Remembrancer and Oomforter, brings them to the mind! they feel like
a rock in a storm. I do believe I am safe, but long for more assurance; it may not be given till the last, and even not then, but if I
am found in Jesus' hands, "My soul can ne'er be lost." I often feel
the sweetness of the first nine or ten verses of 2 Oorinthians v.; I have
dropped asleep many a night saying them over to myself.
The Lord is very gracious, and deals kindly with me, glVlDg me
often relief from pain and a sweet night's rest. We used to sing, "Thy
will be done," before we knew as much of the "Will" as we do now.
Yet we are gently dealt with, compared to many. Oh, what a world
of sin, and sorrow, and suffering we are in! I often repeat" Would for me work and in me too,
And guide me right, and bring me through."
My DEAR SISTER IN JESUS,-With my paper on my lap, I will send
you a word; my right hand has nearly "forgot her cunning," for I
cannot raise it now, but it must be right. The verse, "Thrice comfortable hope," says just what I feel: we are feeble indeed, but heaven
will make up for all; and some day, I believe, we shall be there, for
it is the place prepared for poor helpless sinners, and we can say,
"Nothing in our hands we bring." I am blessed with every care.
Yours in love,

E. M. L.

HIBBARD.

To the expressed fear of a near relative that extreme suffering might
suggest the question, "Has the Lord forgotten to be gracious ~" came
. the emphatic, though feebly-pencilled reply, "Has the Lord forgotten
to be gracious ~ " "No, no, no! my dear K--. I am helped alongevery want supplied-such care bestowed-all from above." Thus was
she enabled, in " the valley of the shadow of death," to prove the truth
of words written in the days of health and strength"Blessed truth! Let it echo, the sick one will hear,
And her heart and her eye give a throb and a tear;
For well she remembers, and ever would tell
Of the mercy that helped and supported so well,
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When her flesh and her heart seemed to fail :-even then

It was mercy that sweetly revived her again;

And she knew, when relief came in timely supply,
The God of Jeshurun was riding on high."
During the last summer of her life it was an intense pleasure to
E. M. L. H. to welcome to Alderley Edge some sixty little waifs
gathered from their dreary Manchester surroundings, to enjoy
few
bright hours of country air and sunshine. These last lines were the
outcome of the warm interest sh'e felt in the children's pleasure, and
her sympathy with their sad young lives :"Little human atoms, gathered here and fed,
All this feast of gladness, hearts and hands have spread j
Little human atoms, where will ye go,
As ye stumble onward in the world's great show P
"Sure the beating pulses and the busy eyes,
Tell that ye are sharers in life's mysteries:
Little human atoms, what will ye be,
When ye meet its measure to society P
"Knowing much of evil, and much less of good,
Scarcely having shelter, scarcely having food;
God can help and keep you; Israel's keeper, He
Slumbereth not nor sleepeth over land or sea.
"Brothers, sisters, givers, ye may reap to.night
All your kindly sowing in these faces bright;
Help ~ always needed, and the helpers knowBetter than possessing, is it to bestow."

a

A FRAGMENT.
"His name shall endure for ever."-PsALlIf lxxii. 17.
THE above most sublime sentence refers to the Lord Jesus Christ,
the Eternal Son of the Father. Such words as the following could
never be applied to any earthly sovereign: "They shall fear Thee as
long as the sun and moon endure, throughout all generations. . .
Yea, all kings shall fall down before Him; all nations shall serve
Him. For He shall deliver the needy when he crieth; the poor also,
and him that hath no helper." Earthly potentates have too often bet>n
more infamous for oppressing, than famous for delivering the poor and
the helpless.
"His name shall endure for ever." I cannot find language to
express the feelings which often expand my very heart and soul as I
read these immortal words. All my brightest hopes and expectations,
for time and eternity, I owe to Him alone, whose name, we are here told,
"shall endure for ever "-the hallowed name of Jesus, who loved me
with an everlasting love; who redeemed me from sin, death, and the
lowest hell with His own precious blood; who covered my naked soul
with a garment which outshines the noon-day sun; who sought me
when a stranger; brought me to His fold; kept me from the destroyer,
through all my rebellious wanderings; restored my vagrant feet to the
happy paths of peace; and who still maintains in my poor heart a
hope blooming with immortality and eternal life.
W. S. R
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THE PAPAL ANTICHRIST.
Church History (chapter iii., page 546) there is given an
extract from a book, dated A.D. 1120, concerning Antichrist, which at
the present eventful period may well be reproduced in these columns.
The ancient extract states :-" He is called Antichrist because, being
. covered and adorned under the colour of Christ and His Church, he
opposes the salvation purchased by Christ, of which the faithful are
partakers by faith, hope, and charity. He contradicts the truth by
the wisdom of the world, and by counterfeit holiness. To make up a
complete system of religious hypocrisy all these things must concurthere must be worldy-wise men, there must be religious orders, pharisees,
ministers, doctors, the secular power, and lovers of this world.
Antichrist, indeed, was conceived in the Apostles: times, but he was
then in his infancy, unformed and imperfect. He was, therefore, the
more easily known and ejected, being rude, raw, and wanting utterance.
He had then no skill in making decretals j he wanted hypocritical
ministers, and the show of religious orders. He had none of those
riches by which he might allure ministers to his service and multiply
his adherents j he wanted also the secular power, and could not compel
men to serve him. But he grew to full age, when the lovers of the
world, both in Church and State, did multiply and get all the power
into their hands. Christ had never any enemy like to this so able to
pervert the way of truth into falsehood, insomuch that the Ohurch with
her true children is trodden under foot. He robs Christ of His merits,
of justification, regeneration, sanctification, and spiritual nourishment,
and ascribes the same to his own authority, to a form of words, tu his
own works, to saints, and to the fire of purgatory. Yet he has some
decent qualities which throw a veil over his enormities, such as an
external profession of Christianity, tradition, and catalogues of episcopal
succession, lying wonders, external sanctity, and certain sayings of
Christ Himself; the administration, verbal preaching against vices,
and the virtuous lives of some who really live to God in Babylon,
whom, however, Antichrist, so far as in him lies,l prevents from placing
all their hopes in Christ alone; these things are a cloak, with which
Antichrist hides his wickedness that he may not be rejected as a pagan.
Knowing these things, we depart from Antichrist, according to express
scriptural directions. We unite ourselves to the truth of Christ and
His spouse how small soever she appear. We describe the causes of
our separation from Antichrist, that if the Lord be pleased to impart
the knowledge of the same truth to others, those who receive it, together
with us, may love it. But if they be not sufficiently enlightened, they
may receive help by our ministry, and be washed by the Spirit. If
anyone have received more abundantly than ourselves, we desire the more
humbly to be taught, and to amend our defects. A various and endless
idolatry marks the genius of Antichrist, and he teaches men by that to
seek for grace, which is essentially in God alone, exists meritoriously
in Christ, and is communicated by faith alone through the Holy Spirit."
-Contributed by CAPT. JOHN RICHARDS, R.N., to the "British Protestant."
IN MILNER'S
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HOW SAD!
A PROM:ISING YOUNG LIFE BLIGHTED BY JESUITICAL INFLUENCE.
WE read in the G-raphic great consternation has been caused in Germany,
more particularly in Protestant Saxony, at Prince MAX of Saxony, a
nephew of King ALBRET, not yet twenty-three years of age, having
entered the cloister of Eisenach as a monk, at his urgent desire to
retire from the world. The step is more surprising as the Prince was
hitherto a lieutenant in the ducal reaiment of Grenadiers, his intended
career being a military one.
0
His Royal Highness is the third son of Prince GEORGE. It appears
that the Prince was quartered with his regiment in the town of Ischatz,
and the question naturally arises, what can have prompted a young,
talented, and highly-educated man, who had just taken his degree as a
Doctor of Philosophy, with unusual honours, and before whom a
promising career lay open, to take such a step 1 The general belief
in Saxony is that His Royal Highness has fallen under Jesuit influence,
as exercised by Bishop WAHL in Dresden, who, in the last Landthag,
demanded, by special request from the Vatican, the repeal of the law
of 1876 respecting the Catholic Church in Saxony. He did not then
succeed in carrying the" Kulturkamf" into Saxony, but he is leaving
no stone unturned to extend the power of Catholicism in that country
according to the tenets of IGNATIUS LOYOLA.
The princely priest, who, it should be mentioned, is a Catholic, like
all the members of the Saxon royal house, has been already appointed
by the Pope, in spite of his youthful age, Apostolic Vicar of Saxony.
CHINIQUY AT QUEBEC.
A CORRESPONDENT of the Montreal Witness, July 20th, writes:"Dr. CHlNIQUY, aboard the Miramichi, on his way to Prince Edward
Island, had a little time to spend at Quebec, and so hired a carter to
drive him around a little, that he might feast his eyes on the natllral
beauties of a country where he had spent so many of his best years.
By the time he returned to the ship, it became known to a few that
Dr. CIIINIQUY was aboard the Mi1'amichi, and they made themselves
bold enough to visit the grand old missionary. Old men that knew
him in his younger days shook hands with him and wept, and thanked
God that they had been permitted to look on him before their
departure for the eternal world. His compatriots, to the number of
about a hundred, crowded round him and requested him to preach to
them, but he told them he could not do that, and so he gave them
a talk instead, and told them that their great need was the Gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and that they, as a people, if they were to
advance with the world's civilization, must have the Bible and a Bible
religion, and their answer was, ' We know it.' The old missionary
of the cross was much moved by the reception given him by his
compatriots, and he sailed out from the harbour of the old rock city
blessing the people and blest by them. Ten years ago they hurled
rocks at him, and cried, 'Down with the apostate!' To-day they say,
'God bless Pere CHlNIQUY.' "
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IRELAND AS IT IS AND WOULD BE UNDER HOME RULE.
THE special commissioner of the Birmingham Gazette of the 16th August
writes upon clerical domination and its consequences as follows:"The Roman priesthood of Ireland having assumed the manipulation
of Irish politics, have laid themselves open to mundane criticism. Said
Mr. GLADSTONE, 'It is the peculiarity of Roman theology that by
thrusting itself into the temporal domain, it naturally, and even
necessarily, comes to be a frequent theme of political discussion.'
Priestly pretentions to authority are without limit. The Catholic
clergy of Ireland claim the right to coerce the laity in political matters,
themselves remaining exempt from public criticism. They also claim
to be exempt from civil jurisdiction, and to have the right of overruling
the law of the land, with every moral obligation, when clashing with
the interests of the Ohurch. They distinctly teach that every political
question is a question of morals, and that to vote against the
priests' instructions is a deadly sin. Such being a few of the claims
advanced by the Irish priesthood, let us see on what rests the hope of
thes\J extraordinary demands being recognized. A. M. SULLIVAN, a
Roman Oatholic Nationalist M.P., says, 'Of all Oatholic nations or
countries in the world-the Tyrol alone excepted-Ireland is, perhaps, the
most Papal, the most ultramontane. In Ireland, religious convictionwhat may be called active Oatholicism-marks the population; enters
into their daily life and thought and action. The churches are crowded
aR well by men as by women; and in every sacrament and ceremony
of their religion participation is extensive and earnest. Reverence for
the sacerdotal character is so deep and strong as to be called superstition
by observers who belong to a different faith; and devotion to the
Pope, attachment to the Roman See, is probably more intense in Ireland
than in any other part of the habitable globe, the Leonine city itself
not excluded.' In other words, the Irish are more Roman than the
Romans themselves."
THE ADVANOE OF POPERY.
A CORRESPONDENT writes :-" The Surrey Times, reporting the ordination held in the private chapel of the Bishop of Winchester, in Farnham Castle, on Trinity Sunday, says: 'The heavy oak panellings of
the chapel were relieved at the altar by the appearance of a brass
crucifix, with vases of choice flowers on the holy table.' In these
'perilous times,' it seems to me that your readers should have their
attention called to such an attitude in one who is held to be an
'Evangelical Bishop.'"
The writer adds, "If the statement be untrue, an opportunity will
be thus afforded of putting the error right."
BELIEVF,RS are children of the same Father, members of the same
Son, and habitations of the same Spirit, fellow-citizens, fellow-servants,
fellow-soldiers, fellow-travellers, and fellow-heirs.
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Strmnns ann- infts .of Strmnns.
THE REFINER AND THE CRUCIBLE.
NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. F. HOARE, DERBY,
DECEMBER 4TH, 1881.
Cl And He shall sit as a Refiner and Purifier of silver: and He shall purify
the sons of Lwi, and purge them as gold and silver>, that they may off~r unto the
L01'd an offering in righteIJusness."-MALACHI iii. 3.
WHEN holy men of old spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost,
no type was too beautiful, no figure too striking, no title too grand, no
name too precious, to apply to the Lord Jesus Christ, in order to set
forth the excellency of His person, the loveliness of His character, the
glory of His office, and the perfection of His finished work.
Malachi was the last of the prophets, and as the time approached for
the closing-up of the sacred volume of the Old Testament, Prophet
seemed to vie with Prophet in their choice of sacred names and titles, by
which to designate the coming Messiah. By this Prophet He is predicted
by the grand and magnificent title of the Sun of Righteousness, then in
the text a Refiner and Purifier. In the mercy and goodness of God I am
brought back again amongst you, after a somewhat protracted illness.
During my absence your sympathy has been kindly manifested, and I thank
God for it. To the expressions of it in your many prayers to the throne
of grace I owe much.
Who can tell but life and presence amongst
you again may be in very deed in answer to your prayers. God grant
that the past trial may be for His glory. May He sanctify:, it for good,
and then we shall be wiser, holier, and happier for the experience we
have of late passed through. It seems only in accordance with the
fitness of things that we should at this time take up such a passage as
this into our minds, and consider some of the blessings and lessons of
sanctified affliction. We stand midway between two advents-one advent
that is passed, and an advent that is to come; and it is by trials,
sufferings, and sorrows that the Lord Jesus prepares His people for the
glory into which He ushers them at His second coming. Alid let us, in
dependence upon God's gracious Spirit, considerFirst, the Pe1'son who is here described as the Refiner. In the first
verse there is a prediction of John the Baptist: ".Behold, I will send
My messenger, and he shall prepare the way before Me." The
Evangelist directly applies the prophecy to him, for in the first
chapter of his Gospel he says, "In the beginning," &c. While
Zacharias, the father of John the Baptist, speaking under the
immediate inspiration of the Holy Ghost, says, "Thou, child, shalt be
called the Prophet of the Highest: for thou shalt go before the face
of the Lord to prepare His ways." But the Prophet having made
this announcement, at once passes on to speak of a greater than John
the Baptist, for he says, "And the Lord, whom ye seek, shall
suddenly come to His temple, even the messenger of the covenant,
whom ye delight in: behold, He shall come, saith the Lord of hosts."
Had we any doubt as to who this Divine Person is, we have only

668

The Gospel Magazine.

to turn to the testimony of John the Baptist, when he commenced
his ministry. We are told in the Gospel that when John came,
"There standeth one among you, whom ye know not; He it is, who
coming after me is preferred before me, whose shoe's latchet I am
not worthy to unloose." And the Scribes and Pharisees came to
know if he were the Christ; but he totally disclaimed it, saying,
"There cometh one after me"; and seeing the Lord Jesus walk
by, he said, "Behold the Lamb of God."
But there are two characters here given of the Lord Jesus, which will
at once convince our minds that he speaks of Jesus and none other.
First He is called" The Lord whom ye seek." This is the language of
prophecy, and I need not tarry to remind you now, that as the time
drew near for the birth of Christ, there was a great and general
expectation for His coming. You remember how the aged Simeon
was waiting for the consolation of Israel. And Anna, an aged woman,
departed not night nor day from the temple on this account. These
were but types of the many among the thousands of Israel who were
seeking the Lord. But you know, dear brethren, that when divine
grace has touched your hearts, and made sin a burden too grievous
to be borne, there is none whom the soul seeks so earnestly as
Jesus. It seeks him with tears and prayers.
It seeks Him in
the Word. It seeks Him in the ordinance of God's house. It
seeks Him in the preaching of the Gospel. It knows that there
is "none but Jesus can do helpless sinners good"; none but He
who can say, "Thy sins, which are many, are all forgiven" ; none but
He whose blood has cleansed the guilty conscience, who can say to
the surging billows of the heart, "Peace, be still." Thltt soul knows
by experience the first three verses of Solomon's song, and that
expression of David in Psalm xxvii., "When Thou saidst, Seek ye
My face, my heart said unto Thee, Thy face, Lord, will I seek."
(2.) He is called the Messenger. It is not necessary for me to stay
now to connect the appearance of the angels with this Messenger. I
merely remark that the word angel means messenger, and He is
styled the Messenger of the covenant, because as the Mediator, the
Representative, the Surety of His people, He had all the conditions
and provisions of it entrusted to Him, and He was responsible for
the fulfilment of every jot and tittle of it. In fact, so identified is
He with the covenant, that He is styled the Covenant itself. The
Father says, in Isaiah xlii. 6, "I will give Thee for a covenant of
the people"; and therefore it is that St. Paul, speaking of the blood
of Christ, in Hebrews xiii. 20, calls it "the blood of the everlasting
covenant." And, brethren, when the seeking soul has found the
Lord Jesus and tasted that He is precious, there is none it finds such
delight in as the Mediator of the covenant. It is his privilege and
joy to find unspeakable delight in a faithful, unchanging Saviour.
He is to his soul "the chief among ten thousand, and the altogether
lovely." He sits down "under His shadow with great delight, and
His fruit is sweet to the taste." "Unto you which believe He is
precious." So precious that you will forsake all and follow Him. If
Jesus be the One whom ye delight in, then will ye say of Him,
"Whom have I in heaven but Thee ~ and there is none upon earth
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that I desire beside Thee." But now, having ascertained who·· this
Person is, let us noticen. His Agency. "He shall sit as a Refiner and Purifier of silver."
This describes His office and work during the Gospel times, the interval
between His first and second advents; and the idea is very sweet,
beautiful, and precious. Let us observe what is implied in it.
(1.) His Divine appointment. No other being has the power of
inflicting suffering upon the people of God when He has ordained you
shall not have it. The imperious Babylonian monarch commanded the
furnace to be heated "one seven times more than it was wont to be
heated," and ordered the three confessors to be flung bound and helpless into the midst of it. But it was not the will of their Lord that
they should suffer thus and then, so around them the flames play
harmlessly, they walk in the midst calmly and fearlessly, for the Son
of Man was there to cheer them with His presence, sustain them with
His arm, aud to say to the burning billows, "Do My prophets no
harm." And the same Divine Hand shut the lions' mouths that they
could do Daniel no harm. None can inflict suffering on God's people
without His permission. "There shall not fall one hair of his head
to the ground."
(2.) His Divine superintendence. Whatever your trial may be, He has
it in His hand and under His control. He is the Refiner and Purifier
of silver, and He shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold
and silver. And it is to be observed that the figure used to picture
the trials of the people of God is one that represents their severity.
It is one chosen by the Lord Himself, and what is His own estimate of
His people's sufferings? Sentimentalists often sing of "Sweet affliction,"
and call it by some gentle name. But the Lord calls it fire. And fire
is pain, fire is powerful; fire is that in which nothing can live without
a miracle. We are terrified in face of its strength, we are stung into
agony by a mere spark. It is the symbol of all that our nature most
shrinks from, and yet it is the symbol of the way which the Lord's
people must pass through. And we may be sure of this, every affliction
which really serves the purpose of trial feels to the soul like fire.
It may be physical, it may be spiritual, it may be in your body, it
may be in your soul. A mere trifle may set it alight. It may be the
chronic ill-temper of some member of your family, it may be the
random word of a child, it may be a mere telegraph messenger, that
makes the fire burn. Or the fire may be some whispered slander, or
the darts of some wicked one, or the seeming rush of all the calamities
of life in one burning storm. But to slight sorrow, to count it a common
thing, to speak of it as if you thought it nothing, is no victory of
heroism, or high religious life. It rather suggests the suspicion, you
know no real sorrow, and no real resignation. For those who are most
wondrously sustained have moments of crushing distress when they
are conscious of just enough help from heaven to keep them from
utterly sinking. But whatever may cause the nerves to agonize and
the heart to grieve, the Lord superintends the whole.
(3.) His Divine pnsence. He shall sit as a Refiner and Purifier.
The process could not be carried on without the Lord Jesus. Enter
into the chamber of a sick and suffering child of God, and faith will
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see by his bedside "One like the Son of Man." By the side of the
afflicted disciple He sits as a Refiner and Purifier. There He is, "a very
present help in time of need." And when the tired Christian comes
into the light of the living again, he will look back upon the season's
experience with surprise, and say, I never could have lived throu ~ hit
if Jesus had not been with me. Yes, Jesus sits by to comfort with
the assurance of divine sympathy. And infinite is the gentle tenderness
of the Saviour's heart. The infirmities of the suffering one may wear
out the loving, fond watchers, but they will not tire Jesus. Jesus has
suffered for him beyond the power of conception, and He will not
leave him now. Like the refiner by the crucible, He watches the fire,
that it be not too fierce nor too slack, that the trial be not too long
nor too short. He marks every change and leaves nothing to chance.
He waits to see every vapour float away and His own face reflected
in the silver. With the patience of infinite love, He looks into the
troubled heart, and when He discerns Himself reflected, the process
is complete, and trial may for a while cease.
Ill. Having noticed the Person and His Agency, we proceed to
consider His object in putting His people into the fire.
(1.) It is to manifest their precimtsness.
You never try that which
you know is certainly bad.
You do not put a stone into the fire,
nor winnow chaff, nor prune a bramble, nor plough a rock.
Satan
is never tried.
Sin is never tried, The Refiner never wastes
His skill and love in trying that which is evil, only evil, and that
continually. It is the gold and silver that He tries. And when He
draws my life through what seems almost like death, wrings my heart
with trouble, and I am tempted to doubt my safety, and even to doubt
my salvation, asking, if I am His why am I thus 1-the answer is. I am
thus because I am His. He tries me because He loves me, and is leading
me through fire and water, that He may bring me out into a wealthy
place.
(2.) It is to test their' genuineness.
Fire is the grand revealer of
character. God knows His people, and knows all about them, and the
fire can reveal nothing to Him, but His people do not know themselves
until they are tried. Abraham did not know he could lie until he was
tried. Moses did not know what passion lay hid beneath his gentleness,
nor Peter the cowardice in his heart, until each was tried. There are
depths of undiscovered character in us all. Real gold we may be, and
Gilding is often like gold,
yet have much dross and know it not,
nature like grace; and beneath our surface-profession there may be much
.self-deception and self-ignorance, which trial alone is likely to bring into
clear daylight.
(3.) To secure their purification. Fire is something more than a mere
detecting agent, it is also a purifier.
And so is pain upon the soul.
Not, however, by any inherent virtue. The great Refiner and Purifier
gives efficiency to the trials of His people, ming them as instruments,
first, to detect the evil, then to expel it. All whom Jesus justifies, He
sanctifies. And when He sees some levity in the life, some idol filling
Christ's place in the heart, the world striving to master you, the material
shutting out the spiritual, you may expect the fire will soon flash around
you to rouse you to live in earnest, to compel you to look out of yourself
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for the only righteousness which can inspire courage for facing the Great
White Throne.
The blood of Jesus Christ that cleanses from sin is chiefly applied by
the Spirit through the ministry of sorrow. Trial blesses us more than
we are aware. What should we now be if trial had not mortified our
pride 1 What should we have been had not sorrow weaned us from the
world ~
(4) To prepare them/or service. "That tbey may offer unto the Lord an
offering in righteousness." The young Christian in the beautiful enthusiasm
of his first love, and little suspecting the subtle presence of meaningless
motives, often longs and prays for opportunities of doing something great in
the service of his Master. He would like to be a great evangelist, or a great
preacher, or a great worker. But most likely he has not counted the
cost. So was it with the mother of Zebedee's children. She went
one day to Jesus and said, "Grant that these my two sons may sit,
the one on Thy right hand and the other on Thy left, in Thy
kingdom." But she knew not what she asked. In prayer for a share
in the glory of His throne, she was unconscious that she was
asking for a share in the agony of His cross. Yet power of great
usefulness can be educated in no other way. To untried men, the
greatest offerings of consolation are ail mysteries. No words can
express how much the world owes to sorrow. Most of the Psalms
were written in tears. Most of the Epistles were written from a
prison. We may thank Bedford Jail for the "Pilgrim's Progress."
Yon may often pray to be made of some service before you die, and
you may depend upon it, that when God is about to make special
use of His servant, He puts him into the fire.
(.5.) To exalt them to glory. Pity the mourner who, when the trials
of earthly sorrows are over, can drink only of the purgatorial fire,
and that not until that has burnt itself out, can the spirit enter into
rest. Ob, cling to your joyful creed, so radiant with Gospel
revelation; the trial belongs alone to earth, glory to heaven; tbat
there is no long interval between the one and the other, but "Absent
from the body, present with the Lord."
My beloved brethren, life may be one long pain. You may know
what fire is, what losses, crosses, suffering, and sorrows are; but
these will soon be over. As one who knows what trial and suffering
is in many forms-few perhaps in more-I bid you look up to the
coming day. Soon will the day break and the shadows flee away.
Soon will J csus be here in all His glory, or soon shall we be with
Him. Then there shall be no more fiery trial, pain, sorrow, sickness,
nor death. Jesus will wipe away all tears, sorrow will be exchanged
for glory; "For I reckon that the sUfferings of this present time are
not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in
us."
May the great Refiner and Purifier of gold and silver sanctify and
bless all our trials, for our good and His glory, and to Him shall be
all the glory.
THAT which a man envies in another, he would be proud of if he
had it himself.
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PULPIT GLEANINGS.
" Happy is he that hatk the God of Jacob faT his help, whose hope is in the
Lord his God: which made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that therein is :
which keepeth tn~th faT ever."-PSALM cxlvi. 5, 6.
A DISTINCT change is observable in the latter part of the Book of Psalms;
whereas, in the former parts, prayer, lament, and praise are frequently
blended together, in the latter part, prayer and lament almost altogether
cease, and praise takes their place. Is there not a sweet and encouraging'
thought here for the child of God? Perhaps he anticipates the future
with dark apprehension, and especially the close of his career. He has
had great and sore troubles in the past, and he is afraid that there are
greater yet before him; he has sometimes fallen in the past, and found
his strength to be but weakness, and he fears that he will fall in the
future, and find his strength altogether to give way. Hence he looks
forward sadly, and he anticipates gloom and darkness, sorrow and
danger. Need he do so? Not necessarily so. The experience of God's
children is greatly varied; the experience of one in minor details is by
no means exactly the experience of others; but if a child of God can
in any measure lay claim to the sweet words before us, if he knows that
he "has the God of J acob for his help," and if his " hope be in the
Lord his God," then he may be perfectly sure that he will be helped
according to all his need, and that "according to his day," so will " his
Yea, more than that, if he be enabled by divine
strength be."
grace to walk closely with his God, comforts and blessings may be so
multiplied to him, that his last days on earth may be his best days, and
the light of approaching glory may shine so brightly upon his path, that
darkness and gloom may vanish away, and prayer and lament give place
to praise. "The path of the just is as the shining light, which shineth
more and more unto the perfect day."
Three particulars are brought before us in these words, namely,
PRIVILEGE, POWER, and FAITHFULNESS. First, PRIVILEGE: "Happy
is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help." Observe the expression, "God of Jacob," it is very significant; it includes affection,
protection, deliverance, guidance, provision, prosperity, and means of
blessing. The Lord was all this to J acob; He especially loved him,
protected him, delivered him, guided, helped, and blessed him to the
very end of his days. He would not suffer his brother to injure him,
or his father-in-law to impoverish him; and when the inhabitants of
Canaan were incensed against him, and would have arisen in their
might, and have destroyed him, the Lord put such a fear of him in
their hearts that they did not dare to attempt to touch him. And so,
at the close of his career, he could speak gratefully of a God who
had "led him and fed him" all his life long, and of an "Angel who
had redeemed him from all evil."
The" God of Jacob" is just the same now that He was then;
happy indeed is he who has Him for his help. "If God "-and such
a God-" be for us, who can be against us?"
"Whose hope is in the Lord his God." What is our hope ~ We
surely have some hope; hapless indeed is the condition of the hopeless. But what is our hope centred upon ~ is it upon ourselves, upon
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our efforts, our skill, our forethought ~ or upon others, and what they
can or may do for us ~ or upon fortuitous circumstances which we
imagine may happen ~ Ah! such a hope may be altogether delusive.
But a hope in the Lord as our God, a hope in the God of Jacob, is
a very different thing, it is a hope which maketh not ashamed, a hope
which is "sure and steadfast," a hope which honours the Lord, and
which may be as "an anchor to the soul."
Oh, precious privilege! " Happy" indeed is he who possesses it
Do we not need it amidst the sorrows, the dangers, and the perplexities
of life ~ Observe, it is an individual privilege. "Happy is he," it is
said-not" they "-who possess it. It must be experienced individually
to realize its value. Do we possess it ~ Then let us prize it, and hold
it fast. Are we without it ~ Let us seek it, and hold it fast. Are we
without it ~ Let us seek it, and seek it until we find it.
Secondly, there is the idea of POWER brought here before us-" Which
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that therein is."
He who
possesses this power can do all things for us, and help us in every time
of need. He who made heaven can give his people a place there, and
make them quite ready for it. He who made the earth can preserve us
whilst in it, supply all our wants in it" and enable us to make a good use
of it. And He who made the sea, with all its mysteries and wonders,
is well able to guide us through the troubled deeps of life, and make
them a way for his rans0med ones to pass over.
A striking contrast to this power is mentioned in the preceding
verses. There the Psalmist alludes to human frailty, and says, " Put
not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in whom there is no
help. His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; in that very
day his thoughts perish." And sweetly he speaks of the way in which
the Divine power is manifested-" Which executeth judgment for the
oppressed; which giveth food to the hungry: the Lord looseth the
prisoners: the Lord openeth the eyes of the blind," &c. The Psalmist
had experienced the manifestation of this power in his own case-how
often had he been helped by it !-and therefore_he could speak feelingly
of it; and so can many a believer.
Thirdly, there is mention made of Divine F AITHFULNESS-" Which
keepeth truth for ever."
We serve a faithful God, one who always
keeps His covenants, and fulfils His promises. The people of Israel
bore testimony to His faithfulness, the Psalmist did so, and so have His
children in every age. Not one of His promises has ever yet been
broken, nor ever will. His covenants are " ordered in all things and
sure."
How well may His people trust Him, and that more and
more.
A YOUNG widow, detailing the long and exceedingly painful malady
of her husband, related that one day when in great agony, being
asked how he was, replied, "In very great pain of body, but the
language of my soul is that of the l03rd Psalm." Truly our God is
a God that doeth wonders, enabling the rejoicing soul to triumph over
the poor quivering, agonized frame, and to say, "Bless the Lord,
o my soul."
3A
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"IN LOWLINESS OF MIND."
I REMEMBER once, in the Circus Church, Landport, hearing that dear
servant of God, the Rev. J. C. MARTIN, whilst engaging in prayer, use
this expression, "Show us, Lord, more and more the beauty and
gloriousness of Thy holiness, that we may grow downward in humility.
Grant us true humility, at Thy footstool to sit, that there we may learn
of Thee." That was in the summer of 1886, and I have never forgotten the words. There seemed such true and contrite humility in
the heart of him who thus addressed his heavenly Father. And do
we not desire this position, beloved, when the heart is going out after
a loving and exalted Christ 1
"The more His glories strike the eye,
The humbler I shall lie."
Lord, give us at Thy footstool to sit, that there we may receive of
Thy words (Deut. xxxiii. 3).
There is a pretty story going the round of the papers just now of
Professor BLACKIE, which we give here as exhibiting that humbleness
of mind in that great and learned man, who stooped to own his fault
to the boy he had wronged, and thereby brought upon himself the
admiration that he well deserved.
PROFESSOR BLACKIE.
An American exchange, the Boston Tmnsc?"ipt, tells the following story
of Professor BLACKIE, of Edinburgh University:-The professor was
lecturing to a new class, with whose personnel he was imperfectly
acquainted. A student rose to read a paragraph, his book in his left
hand. " S,U' !" thundered BLACKIE, hold your book in your right hand! "
-and as the student would have spoken-" No words, sir! Your right
hand, I say!" The student held up his right arm, ending piteously at
the wrist. "Sir, I hae nae right hand," he said. Before BLAKIE could
open his lips there arose such a storm of hisses as one, perhaps, must
go to Edinburgh to hear; and by it his voice was overborne. Then
the professor left his place and went' down to the student he had
unwittingly hurt, and put his arm around the lad's shoulders and drew
him close, and the lad leaned against his breast. "My boy," said
BLAcKIE-he spoke very softly, yet not so softly but that every word
was audible in the hush that had fallen on the class-room-I< my boy,
you'll forgive me that I was over rough P I did not know-I did' not
know." He turned to the students, and, with a look and tone that came
straight from his great heart, he said: "And let me say to you all,
I am rejoiced to be shown that I am teaching a class of gentlemen."
Scottish lads can cheer as well as hiss, and that the venerable professor
learned.
And shall we pass this over without a lesson to our own hearts 1
"Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: who, being
in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:
but made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of
a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: and being found in
fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death,
even the death of the cross" (Phi!. ii. 5-8).
Was not His the spirit of "the little child" 1 and yet He who thus
humbled Himself in the form of a servant was, in God's time, exalted
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"a Prince and a Saviour." "God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace
to the humble." "Humble youraelves therefore under the mighty hand
of God, that He may exalt you in due time."
True humility, then, is God given and God-honouring. May it bo
yours and mine thus to walk humbly with our God, "with all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love."

R.
OHURCH OONGRESSES.
WHAT is the use of them 7 Ah! now, my friends, you have puzzled
me by your inquiry. I really cannot tell you. There is, I know,
a great deal of clatter, and a great out-flowing of matter; a wondrous
bustle at our railway stations with ecclesiastics with black bags; a
deal of talk in the hall; but it always appears to me that" the mountain
brings forth a mouse." We do not mean to affirm that no good results
from these gatherings.
The subjects may be important, but we
should like to see such points as the following raised: -What
means should be taken to un-Romanise the Church of England
and suppress Ritualism 1 Is not the great need, to both Church and
Dissent, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon pastor and people 1
Is the Third Person in the glorious Trinity honoured as He ought to
be 1 Ought not the Scriptural command of preaching the Gospel of
the grace of God to be more upheld than it is 1 Is it not the ordained
power which is to bring salvation and success 1
These are the sort of subjects we should like to see dwelt upon.
We find our dear friend and brother, the Rev. THOMAS DAVIS, Vicar of
St. John's, Harbourne, is one with us in our views upon this matter.
He writes in his monthly letter to his parishioners as follows:The Church Congress will be held in Birmingham the first week in October.
I do not propose to say much about it this month, but as the English
Churchman always makes a point of directing attention to the addresses
delivered, as they are favourable or antagonistic to the truth of God, and the
Protestant evangelical character of the Established Church of this realm
and nation, I want as many of my readers as possible to obtain the
English Chunhmun for September 28th, October 5th and 12th. They
will get a very good idea of the whole of the meetings, a,nd also interesting statements with regard to the chamcter of the Birmingham churches
and their attitude towards evangelical truth. Mr. NEWEY will be glad to
supply as many copies as necessary, but they should be ordered beforehand.
I have myEelf never attended a Church congress, and in my letter for
October I shall hope to give some of my reasons. I will only say here,
that among some of the Birmingham clergy who purpose attending the
meetings there is an earnest and prayerful anxiety that Birmingham, as
a city, shall have her Protestantism quickened into more activity, which
shall produce a wise yet energetic defence of the truth of the Gospel;
that some decided expression may be given to the Scriptural character
of our Articles and formularies, as opposed to the Ritualistic follies and
?1wuningless-this is the Archbishop of Canterbury's description-innovations of the last fifty years; and not Jess-and I speak after seven years'
residence and observation-tbat the great, centra.l doctrine of our blessed
Lord's eternal Godhead may be clearly and boldly set forth and defended.
as one of the foundation truths of Christianity; and that full belief in this
is essential to the salvation of any and every poor fallen child of Adam.
-
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SOME RECOLLECTIONS OF THE LATE DEAR EDITOR.
So many reminiscences crowd upon the memory in connection with
dear Dr. DOUDNEY, and I do so regret now that I so seldom followed
out his frequently expressed advice, "Take notes immediately when
any occurrence strikes you." What a treasure store such notes would
be now! However, many little incidents will never be erased from
memory, and needed no notes. His unfailing kindness, his loving, confidential intercourse, his intense sympathy in spiritual exercises, and many
of his sayings, will never be forgotten.
Now that the Clifton Conference is again so near at hand, I recall
one some years-ago-I think it was in 1886-when he was present.
I went with him to the Victoria Rooms from Totterdown. As we were
walking along Baldwin Street, from Bristol bridge to the drawbridge,
he said to me, "1 have been thinking so much lately of that passage
in the Psalms, 'The lines have fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea,
1 have a goodly heritage.' Now, 1 have been thinking of them as
Christ's words in reference to His people j not only the language of the
child of God with regard to his standing in Christ-his' goodly heritage'
indeed in Him, but 1 believe Christ Himself uses them of His people.
So greatly does He delight Himself in the sons of men-His purchased
possession- that viewing them, He exclaims, in rapture and fulness
and fervour of love, ' 1 have a goodly heritage.' So does He rejoice in
them, that notwithstanding all their sin, all their rebellion, all their
transgression, He sees only His beloved ones chosen before the world
began, and in His joy as Redeemer exclaims, 'The lines have fallen
unto Me in pleasant places.' Pleasant places! though He went
through Gethsemane and Calvary. Such His intense, abiding love,
that, 'for the joy set before Him, He endured the cross, despising the
shame.' "
So little was he able to hear at meetings, that he seldom attended
them during the latter part of the time he was in Bristol. The strain of
trying to hear was very distressing, and caused him suffering sometimeg for days afterwards. Yet how bright and genial he was with
all. 1 remember, at the Clifton Conference on one occasion, when he
had been speaking for the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society-that excellent
institution in which he always took 80 deep an interest-some gentleman had been much touched by his appeal, and sent him a large donation
for the society. All who knew the dear Doctor can imagine the
merry twinkle in his eyes as he came forward on the platform, and
announced it, with the fact that the (1 believe unknown) donor had
apologized for troubling him with it. "I wish a great many more
people would come forward and 'trouble' me in the same way. 1
don't mind how much I am 'troubled' like this. Please •trouble
me again."
He was an irresistible pleader, and we cannot wonder he was invited
all over England to preach for charities.
Since his removal to the Father's glorious home above, in contemplation of the very serious times in which we live, I often have recalled a talk 1 had with him in his own bright study at St. Luke's
Vicarage. We were talking of the then solemn aspect of things, and
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he had been mourning the strange apathy and indifference and blindness
of people in general. As I turned to go, he put his hand on my
shoulder, and said, very gently, "But don't be discouraged, a ti.me
of joy is close at hand. These things are all working round and workw.g
out, by His divine permission and purpose, for His glory and HIs
people's real good. Remember His own words, 'When these things
begin to come to pass, then look ~tp, and lift up your heads, for your
redemption draweth nigh.' "
.
These very words occurred in the second lesson at morning serVIce
the first Sunday his dear remains rested in the grave; and during
the reading of the succeeding verses, I could not but thank God th~t,
sore as the loss is to the Church of God, deeply as we who knew lum
and loved him miss his cheery face and precious, precious words,. yet
the gain is his, and he was "accounted worthy to escape all these thmgs
that shall come to pass." He is with Him whom his soul loved and
desired and who so loved him-it is a mutual joy. The closing scenes
on earth were a psalm of victory; and now it is for ever, "Victory,
victory, through the blood of the Lamb." May we all, dear readers,
each one of us, through grace be brought to meet our beloved Editor
in glory, and with him join the everlasting song round the throne,
and crown our Jesus Lord of all.
NETTlE.

WHAT NEXT 1-A VWAR'S DANCING CLASS.
SOMETHING WHOLLY PROPER FOR THE WALTZERS OF NEW CHESTERTON.

THE following prospectus and rules of a unique dancing class at New
Chesterton appear in the Camb-ridge Daily News :ST. LUKE'S DANCING CLAss.-To be held in the girls' schoolroom,
Victoria Road, from September 13th, 1893, to January 31st, 1894.
President: the Vicar. Committee: Mrs. BERRIDGE, Miss COLEMAN,
Mr. HOUGH, Mr. A. STRINGER. Treasurer: Rev. H. B. GOTTWALTZ.
Secretary: Mr. J. J. BLACKWELL, 8, Primrose Street, Victoria Road.
Rules.-l. No one shall be a member of the class except with the approval
of the Vicar and committee. 2. The committee shall consist of a president,
who must be one of the clergy, a treasurer, secretary, and four other
members, all of whom must be communicants (and over twenty·one
years of age), and appointed by the Vicar annually. 3. The subscription
for the term will be ten shillings and sixpence gentlemen, seven
shillings and sixpence ladies (for four months), to be paid before the
term ends, or one shilling admission each night. Tickets to be obtained
beforehand from the secretary, after the first night. 4. The class will
meet once a week, on Wednesday evenings, from eight o'clock to halfpast ten. Instruction will be given, if found necessary, one hour before
the appointed time. 5. The committee will be responsible for good order,
and has power to expel any member for bad behaviour.
The Vicar of St.. Luke's has been interviewed on the subject, and
owns up to the circular. Secular dancing may have its drawback~,
but a waltz under the protection of St. Luke is quite another story,
especially when there is a curate to take the admission money, and a
committee of communicants are looking on !
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EOHOES FROM NETLEY OOTTAGE.
To R. 0 - .
My DEAR FRIEND IN THE LORD,-How kind of you to send me such
a friendly greeting and loving words on my return to this spot. Truly
I have to record the mercies of our God. I am so grateful to Him
for bringing me back, and granting such a sweet sense of His presence
here. We can say"In Thy presence I am happy,
In Thy presence I'm secure," &c.
And"Far from Thee, I faint and languish,
o my Saviour, keep me nigh."
It is that blessed presence realized that seems to set a seal upon the
fact that we are in the place of His appointing.
I was carried hither on the 9th, from Tunbridge Wells, where I
spent a, happy fortnight with dear friends in the Lord. A deep, deep
sense of unfitness and unworthiness to resume the duties and privileges
of this house oppressed me. But the same sweet realization that He
will be my Arm (Isa. xxxiii. 2), and my Head (Eph. iv. 15) relieved
my fears and upholds my fainting soul.
There has been very much to do to get in order for my first two
patients, who came on the 18th. We had four rooms to get papered
and whitewashed, besides a thorough" turn out," before anyone could
come. Mercy and loving-kindness followed us at each step, and my
servant, a truly godly and gracious girl, is such a comfort. I have to
keep asking the Lord to enable me to hold her in His hand, and not
to forget Himself, the Giver.
We have enjoyed so much our daily readings together, and my first
two patients (one, an old one, from whose letter you have an extract
in my little report of last year) were both dear Ohristian girls, drinking
in the word of life. I felt it so kind of Him to send me these for
the first, for oft.times one meets with great discouragement., especially
when new patients come. One feels they long for reading and worship
to be over, and but for the word, "My grace is sufficient," &c., it
would be hard work to continue. But He says, "Be instant in season,"
&c.; and," Occupy till I come" is a solemn injunction. Marvellously
at times does He break down the disaffection of some, and the careless
become at least attentive, and the "Who can tell 1" rises in one's
heart. I shrink back again and again, witb, "Lord, I am not worthy,"
as I ask for blessing on His Word. I believe the devil cares not with
what he keeps us from the throne of grace, either on our own account
or that of others.
Well, my two dear girls went, after a week's stay, and I have now
seven others-one quite a little child, the rest varying from thirteen to
upwards of sixty. Several Sunday School teachers from the Mission,
and others interested in the work, are generally sent down at Easter.
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I thank you, beloved, for making mention of me and my work
at the throne. The Lord hear thee, and bless thee and thine abundantly.
And so you are still treading the thorny road, the old pathway to
the kingdom. I rejoice to know how you; too, are proving Him
daily! How sweet it is really to learn what He is, and what He can
do for His own poor needy children.
May your dear suffering one be sweetly sustained by the everlasting
Arms, which are always underneath though not always felt, and I
would pray Him to relieve, as far as consistent with His precious
will.
"In the fUl'nace God may prove thee,
Thence to bring thee forth more bright,
But can never cease to love theeThou art precious in His sight.
God is with thee;
God thine everlasting light."
The words you quote from Proverbs viii. were sweet to me in reading, the day before yesterday. We are just going through Proverbs
in the morning and Ephesians in the evening, and the Lord graciously
opens His hand from time to time, and hears the prayer that He may
"open the understanding," and then "open the Scriptures" to that
understanding. How different the reading then! What a sealed book
it is, except He opens it up! Oh, how the Apostle's prayer suits me,
"The eyes of your understanding being enlightened." "Open Thou
mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things," &c. What a sweet
connection there is between the exhortation, "Wisdom is the principal
thing, therefore get wisdom," and, "The Lord giveth wisdom," and
"He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous"; also James i. 5.
If He said, "Get wisdom," and told us not where and how liberally
He gives, what could we do 1 I feel so much to need the exhortation
to attend to His words, to bow down the ear, to apply the heart, to
hold fast instruction, for I am so sluggish and so carnal!
Kindly He reproves with, "Go to the ant, thou sluggard." " The
soul of the sluggard desireth and hath nothing," &c. Blessed be God
for rebukes. May He give that wisdom which enables to receive and
profit by them.
There was something very precious to me the other day in Proverbs
vi. 20-24. Truly He has exalted His Word above all His Name. May
it be in our hearts as the spring of all our actions, and bound upon
our fingers, so that we may work according to its precepts as well as
walk in its ways. What blessed glimpses we get of our adorable
Lord Christ in that sweet portion. Oh, to know Him! to see Him!
to enjoy Him!
I felt it such a mercy to hear two blessedly sweet sermons the first
Sunday after my return, from Psalm lxxxiv. 11, 12: "The Lord
God." Not abstract Deity. He is a "consuming fire," as witnessed
on Sinai; but, "In Christ Jesus," "is a Sun." Without the sun, in
nature, all things wear such a different aspect; darkness, desolation,
and death would reign. Is it not so in grace 1 Do we not understand
J ob's lament, "I went mourning without the sun" 1
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"Dark and cheerless is the morn,
Unaccompanied by Thee;
Joyless is the day's return,
Till Thy mercy's beams I see;
Till Thou inward light impart,
Glad mine eyes and warm my heart."

" Visit then this soul of mine," &c. Ah! beloved friend, as the good
man said so simply, "I know He's a Sun; don't you 1" I felt my
heart respond"The Sun that shines upon me
Is JESUS and His love."
And without Him, "All is dark and vain and wild." All fruitfulness,
too, is from Him.
In the evening he took up the remaining. "A Shield." As our
God has provided nothing superfluous in the covenant, that is proof
positive there must be conflict. In spite of all our fears, when" Victory
hangs in doubtful scale," it is secured to us by Him who shields us in
every engagement with the united powers-world, flesh, and devil. He
must be destroyed ere we can be.
"He will give grace." Sweet word! Favour-free, unmerited, uninfluenced-to the unworthy, and all unsought.
(1.) Seeking grace, or we had remained careless and dead in trespasses
and sins.
" No sinner can be beforehand with Thee,
Thy grace is preventing, almighty, and free."
(2.) Pardoning grace; for they who seek shall find,'.though some may
"Long repent and late believe." Yet" the vision is for an appointed
time."
(3.) Keeping grace. Oh, how greatly I need that! "My feet had
almost gone; my steps had well nigh slipped"; but "When I said,
My foot slippeth; Thy mercy, 0 Lord, held me up."
"Hold up my
goings in Thy paths," &c.
(4.) Supporting grace"When trouble, like a gloomy cloud,
Has gathered thick and thundered loud,
He near my soul has always stood;
His loving-kindness, oh, how good!"
(5.) Dying grace. But, like all other grace, it is "given " when
needed-never before! "He will give grace." "He giveth more
grace." It is "exceeding abundant" in Him who is "full" of it,
for us.
"And glory!" Precious words to me! "What God hath joined
together, let not man put asunder." If but a receiver of seeking
grace, I am sure of glory too!
"No good thing," &c. I ask for many things which come not;
I get many things I would rather not have, according to flesh. "No
good thing "-no loss, no cross, no trial, no chastisement which is for
my good will He withhold, nor any other good thing.
I must stop. Excuse this scrawl. I am afraid dear --'s successor
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will not be to the" flock of slaughter" what he was, though his people
have been praying for a true pastor. While I know that many of
the Lord s own are not taught to receive all the deep truths as we
have been led to see them, I know from experience, a" teachers, they
oft·times make the heart of His people sad; The whole matter resolves
itself into this: "Is salvation a matter of grace from first to last, or
dependent on man's free will ~ " Admit universal redemption, and
you must teach the latter, however· mue,l you may disclaim It.
My long scrawl does not look as though I was too busy to read
a longer letter from you. The God of all grace, ever bless you and
yours. May you know more of Him; and pray for yours ever in Him,

K.B.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.

My DEAR FRIEND,-With your kind permission I beg to send you
a few testimonies relating to the work which it has pleased the Lord
to carry on for twenty years-nearly fifteen years by my late dear
husband, and more than five years by myself. It is indeed an honour
to be allowed to work for such a Master. And in looking back over
the past, I am constrained to answer the question which our blessed
Saviour put to His disciples, "Lacked ye anything ~"in the same
manner in which they answered Him, "Nothing." I am pleased to state
that my second son is improving, but still very weak. I desire to
record my thanks to our heavenly Father in thus answering the prayers
of His believing people.
FROM A FRIEND.
I am sure you are, with ourselves, very sorry to have lost dear Dr.
DOUDNEY; the great consolation is that he longed for home so much, and
is now rejoicing in the presence of Jesus, making one rather envy tban
lament him, still we shall all feel the loss of his comforting pieces in the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
FROM A MISSIONARY TO SAILORS.
Many thanks for the monthly parcel just to hand. I am very pleased
with its contents, and trust the publications will prove very useful in
pulling down the strongholds of sin and Satan. How important to keep
sowing the good seed of the kingdom by means of sound Gospel literature.
The books are prized by many, and I find great pleasure in distributing
them. I trust, under God, they may be a means of leading some poor
wandering blind ones to Christ. I am thankful the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
has fallen into good and safe hands. May the blessing of the Lord be
upon the new Editor in his gracious undertaking to feed the Church of
God.
With kind Christian regards, believe me, yours very sincerely,
ANN EVERARD BRIDER.
1, Wilton Place, Salisbury, September 9th, 1893.
A CHILD of God had rather ten thousand times suffer
than that Ohrist should suffer by him.

£01'

Ohrist,
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A MONTHLY NOTE.
THE Home Rule Bill has been rejected by the House of Lords in toto,
by a majority of 419 to 41. This ought to seal its fate, and prevent
it from becoming again an obstruction in the way of useful legislation
for many years to come. But we bannot tell what may be the tactics
which may be resorted to by Mr. GLADSTONE'S Government and their
allies, the Home Rulers. If they appeal to the country, all will depend,
humanly speaking, upon the result of a general election; but if they
give up the Bill, it will probably not be heard of again-at least, in
the present generation. In all probability, a great many members of
the House of Oommons who supported it are really glad to get rid of
it. They supported it out of respect for Mr. GLADSTONE, and because
they considered that they had practically pledged themselves to their
constituents to do so; but in their hearts they have been very doubtful
about the expediency of it, and have come to regard it as a very
dangerous experiment.
A. most interesting letter has arrived from Bishop TUCKER respecting
Uganda. He says : Since I last wrote, two events have occurred in Uganda of the greatest
possible moment.
The first is the termination of the Company's rule, and the inauguration
of an administration by Government officials. That the hauling down of
the Company's flag was not the termination of British rule and influence in
these regions is indeed a wonderful answer to prayer. Our hearts are full
of thankfulness and praise. One of the happiest features connected with
the movement (which we have recently witnessed) of public opinion in Great
Britain is the way in which Christians of all schools of thought have united
in urging upon the Government the necessity of maintaining British rule in
Uganda.
And the second event is perhaps the most significant event recorded in
the modern history of the Continent of Africa, and will, I am sure, rejoice
the hearts of all at home who inherit the work and traditions of the BuxToNs,
the WILBERFORCES, and all who have laboured in the cause of freedom for the
slave. It is nothing less than a declaration of the desire of the majority of
the great chiefs in Uganda that slavery should be entirely abolished. This
desire was expressed in a document, which runs as follows :" All we Protestant chiefs desire to adopt these good customs of freedom.
We wish to untie and to free completely all our slaves. Here are our names
as chiefs."
Then follow the names of forty of the principal chiefs in Uganda.
The origin of this important document was that some slaves who had
been ill-used by their Mohammedan masters took refuge with some of the
Ohristian converts, and when a demand for their surrender was made,
the. converts refused to give them up.
An appeal was made to the
king, and then the Bishop requested all the chiefs to meet him in the
church, and laid the whole subject of slavery before them, speaking of
the Jaw of love, the new commandment, &c.
After begging them to
pray earnestly over it, and to consider it in the light of the Word of God,
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he asked them to let him know if they came to any definite conclusion
upon it. The result was this document. There is reason to hope that
this may lead to the total abolition of slavery in that part of Africa"
and the removal of one of the greatest incentives to war.
The Bishop mentions that Sir GERALD PORTAL and his staff had left
Uganda, and that his work seemed to have been very successfully
This treaty,
accomplished.
A treaty had been signed by the king.
of course, must be ratified by Her Majesty's Government before it can
be authoritative; but the Bishop says that its provisions are so framed
that he cannot conceive a British Parliament rejecting it.
The Bishop adds :How much has happened since December 23-the day of our arrival in
Uganda! More than 10,000 Gospels have been sold, and 25,000 copies of
other books and reading-sheets. Total, in five months, 35,000. How fruitful of results for the future is this one fact! Three Confirmations have
been held, and 141 candidates confirmed. Three Ordinations have also been
held, and nine deacons and four priests have been admitted to Holy Orders.
153 adults have been baptized, and fifty-three infants. 'Ten lay evangelists
have been set apart and licensed. Two new stations have been openedone in Singo and the other in Chagwe. Visits have been paid to each of
these places. A lasting peace, I trust, has been made with the Roman
Catholics. And, lastly, the mission of Sir GERALD PORTAL has come and
gone, and slavery is practically abolished. For all this we humbly thank
God. "Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy Name be the
glory."
Cruel persecution still goes on in Russia against the poor Jews.
We hear of fresh severities-of utter ruin, famine, disease, and death.
It is said thatNumbers of those expelled this summer by Russia have been baffled
in their attempts to reach the German seaports of embarkation for
America. German armed patrols prevent them from crossing the frontier.
Russians behind, Germans before, what can these hunted people do P A
few have, under extreme hardship, got away by coasting ships; others
make the long jonrney to Odessa and get to the Levant by steamers.
But the Turkish ports are already overcrowded by destitute Jews. The
only resource left them is to try and reach Palestine, where, once landed,
they are not molested.
They are, however, mostly destitute, and if it were not for the
efforts made on their behalf by the "Society for the Relief of Perse
cuted Jews," they would utterly perish.
The British and Foreign Bible Society has just published its annual
report for the past financial year. It contains a remarkable array of
interesting facts concerning the work done by the Society during the
past year. A spirit of thankfulness pervades the whole volume.
With regard to the question of finance, the Report is very hopeful;
although the Society has not yet recovered the position it held five
years ago, the receipts have more than met the expenditure, and the
deficit is substantially red uced.
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One of the most pleasing and encouraging circumstances connected
with missions to the heathen, is when converts become in their turn
missionaries to other heathens. In the South Pacific a most interesting instance of this has recently occurred. It is thus related:The mission ship, John Williams, left Samoa for New Guinea on
Monday, June 12th, taking nine Samoa native missionaries and their
wives. These with the Raratongan and Ninean missionaries on board
make up a noble band of thirty.eight South Sea men and women, who
are going forth to work in New Guinea. Amongst those who went from
Samoa, there was one young Gilbert islander, who was himself a convert
from heathenism through Samoan native agency. He learnt Samoan
Ca new language to him) in order to qualify himself for a course of
training in the Malna Institution; and now, as he told an immense
congregation in his ordination statement, he goes forth from an irresistible Divine impulse to do for the savages of New Guinea what Samoans
did for him.

Light at Last __ or, From Rome to the Gospel.

London

George Stoneman.

WE should like to see this little book scattered far and wide; it may
open the eyrs of some who do not seem to be able to discern the
difference between Romanism and the Gospel. It is translated from
the French, and is very interesting. The authoress was the child of
pious parents, and, when very young, she entered a convent called the
"Little Sacrament," so called from one of the sisters always being in
the act of adoring the Host kept in the chapel. She thus describes
a day in the convent:At five o'clock we rose, dressing in half an hour, and without the aid
of a looking glass, such a worldly thing being forbidden in the cloisters.
On leaving our rooms, we defiled before two mistresses, who examined us
from head to foot to see that all was in order, and nothing escaped their
vigilant eye. Then we went down to our little chapel, where the light,
entering by coloured glass, fell on the blue pavement with its golden
stars, and on the altar of the Virgin, patroness of the convent. Here
we listened to a prayer and a short address; then, after reciting in chorus
the Confession, the Lord's Prayer, and an "Ave Maria," we went to the
schoolroom. On flUe days a cloud filled the chapel, and we sang"Divine incense now fills this place,
With sweet concerts, with hymns of grace;
My heart is silent, rests my soul,
The peace of heaven dwells here."
The Romish Church seeks to unite all that can captivate the mind
and charm the senses and the youthful imagination. At such times we
were so moved that we could almost imagine ourselves on the way to
heaven. From six to seven o'clock we recit<cd lessons learnt by heart.
Then we had breakfast, after which we went to Mass in the chapel of
the sisters, the sombre appearance of which, in contrast to the former,
filled us with gloom. From eight to twelve o'clock our lessons did not
cease, then came the dinner hour, dm'ing which "Le bon Rolin" was
read to us, and we took a real interest in the relations of this good
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man. Up to two o'clock we were either in the play.room or the garden,
as ~he weather might permit. Each of us possessed her own little garden,
which she was free to cultivate according to her taste, and we gathered
our own flowers to ornament the altar of the VirO'in. In the afternoon
we were occupied with our needlework and our les~ons for the following
day.. As each hour struck, one of the pupils proclaimed 'he brevity
?f h~e, saying: "At every hour may Jesus be in our hearts! Time
IS. qUickly passing, and eternity is approaching. Let us live as we should
WIsh to have lived at the hour of death. Ave Maria. . . ." On going
to ~ed at nine o'clock we repeated aloud either the Chaplet of the Virgin,
wh~ch consisted in the above invocation, said fifty times, 01' in litanies
whICh were an enumeration of the qualities of the Virgin, after each
of which came the words: "Pray for us, Mother of God! pray for us,
Queen of Angels! pray for us, Gate of Heaven! pray for us, Ivory tower!
House of gold! pray for us! Ark of the alliance, pray for us," &(J., &c.
Thus the worship of the Virgin both begins and ends the day.
She returned home, at the age of sixteen, to nUl'se her sick mother, and
soon afterwd.rds death deprived her of her father. Two years later, the
home was visited by a lady who, although born a Roman Catholic, had
embraced the Evangelical religion, and from her she received a copy of the
New Testament. She read the promises of the Gospel and was much struck
by them. She could not imagine why her Church deprived her of such a
precious Book.
Eager to receive an explanation, I went to the confessional to communicate
the new joy which possessed me in a pardon granted by the Father through
the sacrifice of His Son. I had a full assurance, and I did not wish to
reason; I desired only to tell to othoars the simple and soul.saving truths
contained in this book. If my confessor felt any great surprise at my
words, he did not show it. He replied: "The Word of God doubtless con·
tained excellent things, but that it was only intended for teachers, and that
I went too far in undertaking to read a book, the greater part of which I
could not even understand." He advised me to set aside this new study, and
to read instead" The Imitation of Jesus Christ" and the lives of the
Saints. Then he warned me of the pride which goes before destruction,
which, he added, would be my fate if I did not submit to my spiritual
advisers.
But she could not forget what she had read, and she determined to pray
no more to the Virgin :In my anxiety I besought the Lord for His Holy Spirit to enlighten
me, and begged His forgiveness, if I committed a sin in not praying any
more to His holy mother. Then I went afresh to my earthly oounsellor.
It cost me something to open my heart to him. I felt so in need of
counsp,l, that I confided to him the story of my New Testament, of all
my doubts, and feal's, and difficulties, begging him to come to my help
and explain what I did not understand 1 I can recall still the tone in
which he said to me: "Explanations! no, my poor child, I cannot give
them. Of what use would they be P Be humble and submissive, confess
your sin, and then, it may be, God will pardon you. If not, I warn you
that you are in a bad way" and you will find yourself abandoned by
GJd and man." Frightened and half overcome by these words, I promised
to give up reading the book, and on my return home I was so desirous
to regain a calw frame of mind that I did not venture to open my
Testament. But the Lord be praised, I could not if I would forget all
that I had read. Was not the book I had been forbidden to read the
Word of God, given to men that by it they might have life eternal P and
was not this life the object of my desires P At last an irresistible
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attraction led me again to the sacred pages. Day by day I learnt more
of the truths contained theI'e, of man's utter condemnation, and my
personal experience confirmed this Divine teaching. As I read of the
certainty of salvation to the believer, I longed to possess this priceless
f~ith, and to be able to say, "Being justified by it, I have peace with
God!" But this peace was not yet mine, and in my anxiety to obtain
it, I betook myself once more to my confessor, carrying with me the
book which perplexed me. He took it, and seeing by the title page that
it was a Protestant edition, he said:
" Ah ! I might have known it; you have there, my child, an
heretical book, falsified by guilty men," and tearing it up, he threw it
in the fire.
"My father," I cried, "it is the Word of God!" and a feeling of fear
seized me. "Yes," he replied, "the Word of God, it is true, but changed
and translated by the enemies of the Church."
Gathering strength and courage, I made answer:
"My father, I would give anything not to have opened this book. but
since I have read it, it is impossible to forget what has struck me. You
recognize yourself that it is the Word of God, although translated by
heretics. I will not hide from you my intention to buy this book again."
"Poor child!" be said to me, "may God keep you from it! I can do
nothing more myself, but I will give you a Testament. Put away these
heretical books."
But the promise was not kept until she had applied for tbe book
several times. At last it arrived, and she found.in it the same precious
promises of pardon and peace.
What struggles tore my heart! Sometimes ready to receive this great
pardon, I felt myself overcome by such a proof of love; sometimes,
remembering the words of my confessor with regard to my pride, I began
to doubt and fear. How could I think myself wiser than my Hpiritual
guides P How could I imagine that I could understand better than they,
whose whole life, I had heard, had been passed in the study of the Holy
Writings P Certainly I was deceiving myself. . .. Then the inspired
words that I had read returned to my mind: "He that believeth is passed
from death unto life." It is a work accomplished. Is it possible that
anything else could be meant P Would God say what is not true P He
who has given His Son that men might be saved-would He say, "Search
the Scriptures," if the book were an enigma P No, that cannot he; man
himself, in addressing his fellow-man, seeks to make himself understood;
and would the God of love and truth do otherwise P No; never!
"My father," said I one day to my confessor, " to accept such a notion
would overthrow every idea that Christianity gives us of the true God.
God cannot lie. His Word is true, and if it is true, we should believe it."
The answer was :"The Bible is true, but with the comments and e)[planations of the
Church. And where the Bible would say white, if the Church said black,
I would beliave black!"
" Ah! my father," I cried, "if the Bible said white, I should believe
white."
I saw then with profound sorrow that the desire to see was wanting.
Up to that time, in spite of all my doubts on the doctrines of the Church,
I had not doubted of the Church itself. For the first time, I felt my
confidence shaken; and resembling a poor vessel driven by the winds and
ready to perish, I saw no refuge but in this Divine Word, where I bad seE'n
the light and power of the Spirit revealing my Saviour.
The change in her attitude towards religion gave great grief to her
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mother and her friends, and great efforts were made by the p:::iests to lead
her back to the fold.
If I had been a poor girl without religious cultme, my desertion would
have been less painful to them; but brought up under the eyes and by
the hands of the priests, each one tried to keep me back by some new
argument. If these arguments had been based on the Word of God, how
gladly would I have submitted to them! But it was not so. Often
I went to public worship in order to find the tranquillity of spirit that
I needed. There, seated in some dark, quiet corner, insensible to the noises
around, I read the Word of God, and prayed for rest of soul, and to be
delivered from the cbains that still bound me. On August 15th I went to
church, where the Assumption of the Virgin was being celebrated. A
strange preacher was in the pulpit. Well, I thought I would listen once
more to what might be said on the subject. There was a very pompous
beginning, the details of which have escaped me. The preacher spoke
of the ascension of Jesus Christ. All of a sudden he said, "I dare a.ffirm
that the assumption of the Virgin, who ascends to heaven by her own
virtue-the assumption of the Virgin, I say, is a miracle greater and
more supernatmal than that of Christ." Thus does the Romish Church
not only proclaim that the Virgin, like the Saviour, was transported to
heaven, but compares the two miracles in favour of the Virgin. As I
heard these sacrilegious words, I drew back my chair hastily, and suddenly
rising, I left the place, feeling pained that such a blasphemy could be
pronounced without raising general indignation.
She never entered the place again, but afterwards joined herself to
an Evangelical Church in bel' native town, and was brought fully into
the light of the Gospel. She had later on the privilege of leading many
of her own family to the Saviour.

The Sword and Trowel.
DEAR CHARLES HADDON SPURGEON still lives in the hearts of his
people.
His loving influence has brought forth much fruit, and his
memory is blessed.
He was a master in Israel, and has left behind
him many faithful and valiant soldiers for the truth.
May they be
kept firm and steadfast to the faith once delivered to the saints as he
was.
The "Sword and Trowel" continues to send forth its telling and
savoury articles just as when he was with his people. It is evident
they wish to continue on the lines he marked out for them. May
their God and his help, strengthen, and enable them to keep to the
principles of their most holy faith, and remove not the ancient landmarks, but continue to send forth such loving, edifying, and God·
honouring words as we find in this September issue.
A correspondent tells the following interesting story of Mr. Spurgeon
and the Fa1'mer, in the Magazine referred to;While staying in Worcestershire, a farmer related to me the following
remarkable experience: He had promised his two daughters a visit to the
Colonial and Indian Exhibition, then attracting so many visitors to the
metropolis, and he determined himself to accompany them. Previous to
taking the journey, it was necessary for him to take several of his sheep
to the local cattle-market, in hope of securing a purchaser. The prices
offered at the sale were unusually low. Specially requiring some ready
cash, the farmer, much to his sorrow, was compelled to sell his sheep far
below their value. He returned to his home depressed, sa.d at heart, and
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feeling that all thoughts of the London trip must be abandoned. His
good wife, however, remonstrated. Considering his depression, and her
daughters' disappointment, she strongly advised him to tl1ke advantage
of the cheap excursion train on the following Saturday, which, not returning for a week, would afford him an oppOl'tunity to spend a season with
friends in the great city, I1nd probl1bly prove beneficial to his health and
spirits. Thinking his wife's policy superior to his own, he with his two
daughters journeyed to London.
Twice on the Sl1bbl1th the Metropolitan Tl1bernacle was visited. At the
evening sel'vice the farmer was accommodated with a seat upon the lower
platform, immediately in front of Mr. SPURGEON. The text that night
was Isaiah xii. 2, "I will trust, and not be afraid." To the great surprise
of the good countryman, Mr. SPURGEON, when half way through his discow'se, paused, leaned against the front rail of the upper platform, and
pointed straight at him, immediately saying, "Down there is the farmer,
he is feeling very sad. Last week he took his cattle to ml1rket, but could
not obtain the price he wanted for them. He must trust, and not be
afraid." The farmer thereupon was greatly perplexed that Mr. SPURGEON
should so signally have expressed his case, and wondered who the preacher's
informl1nt could have been. At the close of the service, through the
kindly escort of one of the deacons, he found his way to the pastor's
vestry. Very kindly did Mr. SPURGEON receive him, shaking his hand
most heartily, but remarking, "I don't know the face." "But I know
you, Mr. SPURGEON," said the yeoman. "Please tell me who told you of
my trouble, for it is just as you have described to-night. I was truly
sad last we'3k because I could not get the sum I wanted for my sheep.
Whoever could have informed you?" Upon hearing this, Mr. SPURGEON
good-humouredly smiled, and said: " No one told me of your trou1:Jle,
neither, my friend, did I know you; but as I saw you sitting just in fr,.lllt
of me to-night, looking very disconsolate, I thought, ' Now, there is the
farmer, and he is sad. I must say something to him,' and the Lord
directed me to speak the right word." Many times has the good countryman remembered the circumstance, and taken encouragement from the text
so forcibly brought to bear upon his experience, "I will trust, and not
be afraid."

"THE UPPER ROOM."
following was written by a dear saint of God, in her eighty-sixth
yaar, whose little room is oft-times a very Bethel to her, and who had
such a blessed foretaste, by the eye of faith, of that "upper roo,m'
whither Jesus shall bring every elect vessel of mercy:DEAR Jesus, make this upper room
Thy presence only can absorb
A place of oft retreat,
My every thought of loveWhere Thou and I, at morn, at eve,
Carry my soul with hope toward
For fellowship may meet.
My heavenly home above.

THE

Thy presence only can impart
The pearly gates seem to unfold,
And yield a sight withinA joy of love divine;
Come, then, deal' Lord, and warm my A sight more glorious to beheart,
hold
And make it wholly Thine.
Than mortal eyes have seen.
Just for a moment! Then, alas!
The vision was withdrawn!
But Jesus' words will come to pass,
"I'll fetch you safely home."
Hastings..
L. E. LADE.
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