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"And Jesus lifted up His eyes, and said, Fa/her, I thank Thee that
Thou hast hea1'd Me, and I knew that Thm~ hearest Me always:'-,
JOHN xi. 41, 42.
No fact to be found in the new Testament Scriptures concerning the
MAN CHRIST J lllsus--'--our adorable LORD and SAVIOUR-is more clearly·
recorded than that "in the days of His flesh" He prayed-frequently,
in various places, and under widely differing circumstances. This'
practice of His distinctly implies His subjection, as Man, to the will
of the FATHER, for prayer is the language of dependence and in-'
debtedness. A condition in which prayer is necessary is an imperfect'
condition. Suffering, for instance, is a condition in which prayer' 'is
a special necessity, and JESUS is said to have been made perfect'
"through sufferings." By His incarnation the eternal SON of GOD
humbled Himself, entering into the condition' of man, and standing ,
in .relation to ,the FATHER, who sent Him, as one personally dependent '.
on His written Word. His temptation in the wilderne~s exhibits this'
important truth with remarkable clearness. The Holy Scriptures
ordered His method of conflict with the Tempter, and supplied Him'
with principles of action. "It is written l'was the standard to' which
He reliantly appealed. The faith of His heart centred in the Word
of His FATHER. Hence, He turned into the language of prayer; as
the cxix. Psalm shows us, the recorded counsels of His GeD and
FA'l'HER, "Remember the word unto Thy Servant, upon which Thou
hast caused Me to hope." In that memorable prayer which He
offered in full view of the cross we find Him thus addressing the .
F A'l'HER: "For I haTe given unto them the words which Thou
gavest Me; and they have received them" (John xvii. 8). The
teaching of CHRIST was the unfolding of Moses, the Prophets, and
the Psalms in the things which concerned Himself as the Salvation
of GOD. He could therefore say of the Old Testament Scriptures,
as none besides could say, "The law of Thy mouth is better unto
Me than thousands of gold and silver" (Psalm cxix. 72).
'
Now, what is prayer 1 Abraham's example teaches us that it is a
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fervent pleading with JEHOVAH: on the ground' of 'His mercy. The
instance of godly HANNAH shows true prayer -to be the outpourings
of a needy soul into the ear. of Him who hears in secret. DAVID
instructs us that it is a trustful calling on the Name' of the LORD.
And, not to multiply Bible records of prayer-AsAPH's example
represents it as an experimental drawing nigh of the heart to GOD,
in the confidence of His unchangeable grace. But, the only perfect
example of prayer is that which is set before us in the life-habit of
the SON of MAN, "who, in the days of His flesh, offered up prayers
and supplications, with strong crying and tears, unto Him that was
able ,to sa.ve Him from [or, out of] death, and was heard in that
,He feared" [or, for His piety, as margin). What a wondrous record
have we of the supplications of JESUS! It is interesting and edifying
to trace some particular features presented to us in those perfect
prayers of His, who, whether it was to His FATHER or to men, spake
as never mer:e man spake ! Let us, beloved brethren, "consider Him"
in His earthly communings, ,and seek to learn of Him the secret of
prevailing, as princes with GOD. "Learn' of Me" is a precept as
applicable to the LORD JESUS in the attitude of prayer; as in bearing
the yoke of service. The disciples were sometimes allow'ed to be'
spectators and auditors when JESUS poured' out His heart, in fervent
petition, and they begged Him to teach them Mw to pmy. " Lord,
teach us to pray!" So, let us, too, wait in heart upon Him now"
and seek to catch, at His lips, the vital breath of prevailing supplication.
Men, "subject, to like passions" as Elijah was, are still capable,
through the SPIRI'l"S grace, of offering petitions of availing virtue. Alas,
it is in ourselves, brethren, that we are straitened. The arm of omni- ,
potence is not shortened. The eye of the MOST HIGH has not grown'
dim. The ear of JEHOVAH is still quick to catch the feeblest sigh of '
the needy and downcast. ,The Divirie wisdom is yet' profitable to
direct. The promises in CHRIST are to-day, as of old, "Yea, and'
Amen." ,The Everlasting Covenant, attested by the blood of the
LAMB and the oath of Him who cannot lie, furnishes the smallest
measure of faith with' a warrant which times and seasons, frames and
fllelings, doubts and fears" cannot disannul or bring to nought. "My,
Covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of My
lips",: (Psalm lxxxix. 34). Oh, what marvellous condescension is
involved in these blessed encouragements to ,prayer, and to calling ,
upon our GOD!
'
Now let us expectantly proceed to consider. 1. The times when JESUS prayed. Indeed, He prayed at all times.
Early in the day; "And in the morning, rising up a great while
before day, He went out, and departed into a solitary place, and
there he prayed" (Marki. 35). On this passage the Puritan commentator, TRAPP, has the, following characteristic note; '" In the
morning '-the fittest time for prayer, or any serious business.
Therefore, not only David (Psalm v. 3) and other saints, but also
heathens chose the morning' chiefly for, sacrifice; as Nestor in
'Homer,' the Argonauts in 'Apollonius.' The' Persian Magi sang
hymns to their gods at break of day, and worshipped the rising sun.
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The Pina~ii and Potitii sac;"ificed, every morning and evening to
Hereules, upon the great altar at Rome. Men should, rise betimes,
on the Sabbath Day especially,' both the better to prepare for the
public, as also to' consecrate as much time' as they can (Psal.m cXii. 2 ;
Exodus X;ix). Shall Philistines be up betimes to go and see Dagon,
Papists to matins, Israel to dance before their golden calf (Exodus
xxxii. 5, 6); young men may go a-maying, ringing, &c.; worldlings
to their markets, fairs, by peep of day; and shall Christians lie bathing
in their beds on their Lord's Day 1", JESUS also prayed late in the
evening. "And when He had sent the'multitudes a\vay, He went up
into a mountain apart to pray: and when the evening was come, He was
there alone" (Matt. xiv. 23). Sometimes He 'poured out, His holy
soul, audibly in presence of His disciples. At others, as here, He
prayed" alone." Early and late in the day alike He waited on His
FATHER concerning Himself and the great work of redemption, the
accomplishment of which continually," straitened," or "pained" Him.
We- also find the blessed SON of MAN prolonging His supplications
throughout the night. "And it came to pass in those days, that
He went out into a mountain to pray, and continued all night in
prayer to -God" '(Luke vi. 12). -It is interesting to note, on the
original of this passage, that it may be rendered "in the prayer of'
GOD," upon which Dr. GILL remarks, "It was a divine prayer, it
regarded divine things, and was put up in a very fervent manner,
and with great vehemence, so the coals of love or jealousy are said
to be 'coals of fire, which hath the flame of JEHOVAH,' that is, as
we render it, 'a, most vehement flame.' . In' like manner, 'prayer of
GOD' is a most vehement prayer,' strorig; cries sent up to GOD with
great eagerness and import~nity, fervency, and devoti?n; and sU,ch
was CHRIST'S prayer, and 'in which' He continued all 'night.' " That
the perfect SON of MAN varied in the fervour of His petitions seems
to be implied by that expression in Luke's account of the scene in
Gethsemarie. "And being in an ag(:my, He prayed l1uwe earnestly
(l"'TEviO'TCpOJl]" (Luke xxii. 44). TYNDALE, renders the expression'
"somewhat'longer." But the Authorized Version is quite in harmony
of sense with Hebrews v.' 7,Sometimes the LORD JESUS depal~ed
from' His usual· pJ;actice of praying alone. Whether His purpose
was to" teach" ;His discip!es:," how' to pray," or to be "eye-witnesses
of His Majesty," 'may be a 'question, but we cannot doubt that the
spectacle of their adorable MASTER holding most sacred fellowship
with His FATHER must have been profoundly instructive and spiritually
exalting. "And it came to pa«,s -about an eight days after these
sayings, He took Peter, and John, and James, and went up into a
mountain to pray" (Luke ix. 28). What a blessed gathering in
the mount was that! Mr. HAR'l"S lines on "Gethsemane" occur to
OUT minds in view of this 'simple yet sublime scene"Here they' oft conversing sat,
Or might join witb. C,hrist in prayer:
Oh, what blest -devotion that,
When the Lord Hims~U is then)! "
3A2
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What stil-rings of soul must the sight of CHRIST wrestling in prayer
have caused 'in those favoured disciples!. What a revelation of the
deep work~ngs of His inmost man must- His audible addresses to
the· ear of His GOD and FATHER have imparted to PETER and his
fellow Apostles! And what incentives to prayer' are afforded.to ourselves by the example of the MAN CHRIST JESUS thus making .known
His requests in the language' of prayer!
Then, too, it is edifying to note some of.2. The special 'occasionswhen JESUS prayed. He entered upon His'
great public work in the spirit and act of prayer.
"Now .when all
the people were baptized, it came to pass, that JESUS also beingbaptized, and 'praying, the heaven was opened, and the HOLY .GH;OS'l'
descended in··'a bodily shape like a dove upon Him, and a voice came
from heaven, which said, Thou art my beloved SON j in Thee I am
well pleased" (Luke iii. 21-22).. What an abundant answer to His
prayer did He forthwith receive! The FATHER indeed heard HimHe always heard Him. Both the FATHER and the HOLY SPIRI'I.' responded, and He was forthwith sealed unto His redemption-work.
The prophecies of the .Old Testament had predicted that the Messiah
should be anointed: "The SPIRI'l' of the LORD GOD is upon Me;
because the LORD hath anointed' Me to preach, good tidings unto the
meek" (Isaiah lxi. ·1 )-and doubtless, for the fulfilment of that.
prophecy the SENT ONE of the FA'I'HER pleaded, and" praying, the
heaven was opened, and the HOLY GHOST descended." We may confidently believe that all the prayers of JESUS were founded on the
promises made to Him as "the SEED of Abraham" (G~l. iii. 16).
In this respect, all believers are included, for in Christ they all are
joiht-heirs, and. in Him all the promises are Yea, and in Him Amen
(2·Cor. i. 20). :" Now He which establisheth us with you in Christ.
and hath· a:nointed us, is GOD j who also' hath sealed us, and given
the earnest of the SPIRI'l' in our hearts."
Again j w~ find the LORD JESUS offered special prayer on the
memorable occasion of His making selection from His ,disciples of
the twelve Apostles (Luke vi. 12, 13). As we 'already have remarked,
H~ then spent a' whole night in prayer;' ~hus He empha~ized the
moment;ousness of the Gospel mission OB which He was about.to send ':
forth Hi,! witness·es. As yet He had not ascended, and the. gifts of
Pent;ecost were not due. Till- JESUS ",:as "glorified" the gifts needed
by .His .followers must be as7ced for by their LORD and MASTER.
What ..a:. :lesson is .this for our own guidance in prayer. For, our
ascended, glorified LORD h~s "T!'1ceived gifts'" for His Chur.ch (Psalm
Ix'\;iii. 18 j Ephes. iv. 7-16), and' it is the privilege of believers" to
"ask of. Him ", the' outpouring of all. such gifts as are' requisi.te
fOr :Hisser:vice.
Before that remarkable forth-shining of His. glory which. we .qall
the Transfiguration, JESUS engaged Himself in prayer, and it is
written, "As He prayed, the fashion of. His countenance· was altered"
(Luke ix. 29). That visage which, in the words of· the prophet, "was
so marred, more than any man;" and that "form" which also was
marred "more than the sons 6f men 'J (Isaiah lii. 14), were gloriously
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"altered" and transformed while He prayed / "Ve may believe that
, all the deep furrows of grief and the lines, of anguish disappeared from
His sorrowful countenance when it shone forth in all· the effulgence
'~f,"the excellent :glory."
How sudden and startling must this transfiguration of their humble MAsTER'have appeared' to the three favoured
, Apostles! Is it wonderful that they were dazed by the REDEEMER'S Divine
" majesty, or that" they feared" when they entered into the ineffable light
_ ,'of the Shechinah 1 Imperfectly, indeed, could those babes in spiritual
knowledge apprehend the cause of this unparalleled display of heavenly
magnificence, that it concerned the ," decease," the atoning death,
,of the SON of :MAN. To Himself, it was the FATHER'S assuring
response to His prayers-the testimony of His GOD that He was
verily JEHOVAH'S Son. And in some remote sense it is in response
to thll supplications of His believing people that GOD seals them with
assuring power, and certifies them to be His very sons and
daughters.
Yet, once more; we may mark the practice of the LORD JESUS
to wait on His FATHER in prayer ere He preached the glad tidings of
salvation to men. "And in the morning, rising up a great while
before day, He went out, and departed into a solitary place, and
there prayed. . . And He said unto them, Let us go into the next
town, that I may preach there also: for therefore I, came forth"
{Mark i. 35, 38). He must be about His FATHER'S, business, but
He would do i,t in the strength of the FATHER" and in the FATHER'S
way. Thus He exercised prayer, and l'ealized thereby the prediction
,of the prophet: "The LORD GOD hath given Me the tongue of the
learned, that I should know how to speak a word in season to him
that is weary; He wakeneth ,morning by morning" He awakeneth
Mine ear to hear as the lear,ned" (Isaiah 1. 4). What a lesson of
humility does the" example of our supplicating SAVIOUR afford us!
Oh, what need is ours of wisdom and grace to serve as GOD'S
witnesses and ambassadors! Never let us, dear brethren" dare to
speak .to' others in the Name of names until we have prayerfully
drawn rich supplies of sufficiency out of the fulnesstha:t is laid up
for us in CHRIST, If He in the days of His flesh cried, "Open
Thou my lips," ere He testified of the FATHER, surely sinful lips
like ours need Divine preparation for so holy a service!
One last thought. In whose name did Jesus pray? Not certainly
in the name of another, for.He was always able and was ever justified
in pleading His own perfect obedience, righteousness, and merits.
"I knew that thou hem'est Me always." A self-consciousness was ever
, His in virtue ·of which He asked confidently all such things as had
been promised to Him on the ground of His fulfilling the counsel
Of the FATHER. We see this truth evidently set forth in the i prayer
of His priesthood (John xvii,), "I have glorified Thee on the' earth:
'I have finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do," Upon.that
perfect obedience of His He pro'ceeds to base His prayer, "And now,
.o "Father, glorify.Thou Me with the glory which I had .with, Thee
'before the world was." JESUS, the SON of :MAN, alone ever prayed
in His own Name. Every petition He offered' for His Church' when
I
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yet He was on earth must needs have its plenary fulfilment. That
profound address to the' FATHER, just quoted, is to·day receiving its
measure of, accomplishment. The scattered members of Christ's
mystical body are daily becoming manifested as one in Him-a Godkept people-heirs of the coming kingdom, and joint partakers of
His heavenly glory. Oh, brethren, let us more habitually seek to
learn' how to utilize 0111' unspeakable privileges, as the children of
God, and to follow in the footsteps of Him whom the FATHER heareth
always.
THE EDITOR.
"NO'!' ALONE."

'1'0 THE \VlU'l'ER OF "WELL-SPRINGS."
WORDS NEAR THE END O~' "WELL-SPRINGS"
FOR JUNE, 1897.)
No. "not alone,"but evermore connected,
By a mysterious tie,
To every saint thll,t serves the heavenly Master
Beneath the azure skyU~ited to those absent servants blest
For wbom thy prayers oft rise, on whom thy thoughts oft rest.

(SUGGES'l'ED

BY

No, " not alone," but bound to all the ransomed,
Who rest with Christ above;
,Still" knit" to those who made thy home an Eden
By their unselfish love,
W'ho, in their" Father's hQuse" beyond the wild '
Now watch and ,wait for thee-their own beloved child.
,

.

No, "not alone," but joined by God the Spirit
To Christ the Bridgroom-King,
Whose love exceeds the love that fondest mortal
Is freely lavishing;
Who bore a cross and filled a tomb of stone,
That ,thou might'st weal' a crown and'share a royal throne.
No, "not alone," no separate e::ris~nce,
No severed life is thine;
Tho~ art a member of the mystic Body
That owns a Head Divine.
No, "not alone," but always truly one
With, God's whole Church redeemed, and His eternal Son.
ISA.
THE Israelites said, "Would God we had died in this wilderness."
And they all had their wish. What a dreadful thing is a murmuri'ng
heart! D'eliver me from it, 0 God.-BerTidge.
I MARVEL not that wiIiter' is without heaven, for there is no winter
within it: all the saints, therefore, h".ve their own' measure of winter
before their eternal summer. Oh for the long day, and the high sun,
and the fail' gm'den, and the King's great city up above these visible
: heavens !-RuthmjO'l'd.
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, ENDURING HARDNESS.
"Thon therefore endnre hardness, as a (load soldier of Jeslts ChJ'ist."2 TIMOTHY ii. 3,
· 'l'HE one way into the kingdom of heaven is "through much tribula·tion." The Church of God-the elect. in Christ Jesus-inherit" that
·which is behind of the afflictions of Christ" (Col. i. 24). The legacy
left us by our blessed LOl'd and Master is explicitly set forth in His
own words: '.' In the world ye shall have tribulation" (John xvi. 33).
·To follow in His blood-stained footsteps is the calling of all His true
disciples. If we are hereafter to wear His glorious likeness, we must
be spiritually conformed now to His marred image. The cross must
'precede the crown. " And as we have borne the image of the earthy"
-the First Adam-" we shall also bear the image of the heavenly"the Lord, from heaven. 'Poor nature cannot receive this truth. The
fleshly will of fallen man rebels against the doctrine of. conformity
· to the likeness of a rejected Christ. It crucifies human pride, and
· uncrowns the creature, trailing all his glory in the dust, accounting
his beauty but ashes, and his best performances only dead works. On
the other hand, grace makes the burdened and needy sinner willin'g
·in the day of God's power-willing. to be plucked like a brand. out
·of the fire, and to be saved only for the merits of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Grace disposes the forgiven soul to glory in the ft'eeness of
redeeming love, and to hate the very garment spotted by the flesh.
To see an. end of all perfection in self and self-effort is the certain
fruit of the Holy Spirit in the experience of every truly called vessel of
mercy. To be delivered from the tyrant rule of sin, through the
power. of. God,is the prayerful and vigilant. aim of all the regenerate.
True, the methods employed by our heavenly Fathe~' are sometimes
painful and slow, Jet acquiescence in His holy will is sooner or later
wrought within us,' and a sincere thirst after God enables us to adopt
'. the expressive language of the hymn~.
.

I'.

" E'en though it be a cross'
That raiseth me;
Still all my song shall be,
. 'Nearer, my God, to Thee;
Nearer to Thee I ' "
Like Hezekiah, when he lay with his face to the wall, the gracetaught child of God learns to see how the spirit that is in him is made
to increase in the energy. and fruitfulness by means of sanctified
affliction and adversity. The intelligent believer in Christ is presently
led. into the I:\ecret of the Divine methods, and traces in them an
application of the principle, "Out of weakness made strong." ,Discipline,
and progress in the spiritual life are inseparable, and the vocation
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of the people of God is to learn Christ (Ephes. iv. 20-21)-Christ
crucified, Christ exalted.
One of the most forcible Scripture presentations of the Christian's
calling is that .of a soldier. The figure is used frequently, chiefly in
the writings of the Apostle Paul. The Epistle to the Ephesians, for
instance, is rich in imagery setting forth the Christian conflict with the
pow\3rs of darkness, within and without; ::md the fully equipped
soldier of Christ is shown to be engaged in a ceaseless spiritual
w.arfal:e. The Apostle sometimes speaks of contemporary believers as
his "fellow-soldiers," and in. the passage at head of these "Notes,"
he addresses young Timothy as " a good soldier of Jesus Christ,"
adding for his instruction, "No man that waJ:;reth' entangleth himself
with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen
him to be a soldier." The profession of a soldier demands the strictest
devotion and loyalty to the cause and interests of the Sovereign served.
The heart must not be divided in its allegiance. The royal ,vill must
· be obeyed at all costs, even unto blood. Obed.ience must be prompt
and thorough, courage must be never lacking, and the appointed
·weapons of war must always be held in readiness. Vigilance, lest
'the enemy gain some advantage, must be exercised under all circumstances. But the great secret of the soldier's. success lies in the
entireness of his self-disCipline: and control. This involves a life .of
training. Subjection to authority, and to the methods prescribed for
th~ perfecting of military habits and character, is essential. So is it ·in
the exp!'lrience of the followers of the Divine Captain of our SalvatioJ;l.
· His pur.pose is to possess a v3:st army of spiritually" good" soldiers,
t,hat is, of followers who are ready, at all personal costs, to folloW'
Him whithersoever He le'ads them. Love must bind them unto Him
in closest fellowship of heart, and constrain them to do or to sl.\ffer
H~s sovereign pleasure. At times, His dealings appear "hard,'~· and
our spirits grow faint, yet He designs only our efficiency in His
service. Ability to "endu1'e hardness ~' at His hands is attainable by
· every soldier in God's' host. But, alas, many of us are ,slow lear~ers·of
· the a,rt of end1~ring. We too often shrink from" the touch of a painful
. providence, inl'ltead.of seeking to derive from it some lesson, of profit
for our souls. "The rod and reproof give wisdom". (Prov. xxix. 15),
yet we fain would be made. wise by some other and less humbling
means. "The blueness of a wound "-an indication of severe correction
- " cleanseth away evil" (Prov. xx. 30); yet we murmur and fret
against such Divine methods of sanctification, and long to be made
holy by some other way. The spirit of a "I good soldier," however,
will promptly bow to the stroke, and hearken with attention and
teachableness to the Lord's rod. It is the privilege of the chastened
children of God to remember that His "loving cOlTection" furnishes
important evidence of sonship. "If ye end1~re chastening, God :dealeth
· with you as with sons,. for what son is he whom the'Father chasteneth
not 1" (Heb. xii. 7). God's army is composed exclusively of His own
family, and surely, none, should make truer defenders· of their Father!s
honour, or be more loyally devoted to His interests than His own
..beloved children! "As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten," ar'e
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·the words of· Him who walks among' the golden candlesticks to· trim
·:them, and· replenish them, and cause them to shine forth .more
'brilliantly. ,All the chl).stenings which fall to,the lot of the household
of·faith 'are .unerringly designed-for'their profit,: and -that' they may',be
made ,partakers of. the Divine holiness.' It has -been said," Sarrctifi~d
corrections are ofttimes the best interpreters- of' the Law.· '; :M:atty
learn more from the rod than from a sermon." The peace-brirrging
fruits of righteousness are commonly brought forth after an ordeal
of grievqus chastening. -The well"pruned, Nine) is: .ll).o;r.e fruitful than
one that is left to spread its branches and tendrils at will.. :Oh, for
grace,' to more frequently cry in the spirit of, the Psalmist, ",0
. Lord, correct -me" but with judgment"-in 1)loderation,wisdom,>and
· love !·Suchabruised, tender heartis"of great price in the sight'of
·.our.God.
.. "
. I
'.
. But there· is 'a further' aspect oL our subject:
"·Hardness,"
such as is-calculated to form· stability of Ohristian character, and
to· produce boldness in the cause of Christ, may' proceed frqm
·othiw ,', than corrective sources. . Faithfulness, to. 'God's .truth',' ml1Y
,entail on him who' exercises it much paimful suffering and 'distress.
In every age· God· has 'had ,His martyrs. Not· all . of 'them,' ihde~d,
. were· called to suffer at the stake; yet' the ,spirit 'ofself-sacFifice
,for 0hrist's .sake actuated- their fearless testimony, with the,'result
that·thebitter enmity of the' world 'and the cruel 'envy ·of graqeless
professors gave" them no rest"until they. were welcomed by their
.adorable" Loid into. their heavenly home. In their patienc'e 'they
possessed their souls.· They counted it all joy to' suffer,in the deal'
name of Him who died for them and rose again: No' higher spiritual
.attainment in the Christian life, perhaps; is set before us in the
Scriptures than of beingacquiescinglymute ,under the smarting rod
-of persecution for tne truth's sake. The Word' of God itself is often
:. .opened· up to our.' understanding' by means of· tFibtilation.· ·Lu'l'HER
'tells us that he could not apprehend the teaching of" certain Psalms
till he ·was"· afflicted. . As· an ,old Puritan writer once: observed,
'f Afflictions are a golden :key, by which ·the··Lord opens' the··rich
treasures ,of His Word to His people's souls."'The contriving wisdom
of· God can. bring ·the sweetest results out of the: bitterest of' causes.
['he "hardness" of the believer's lot, like all the other constituent
partst.that compose it" is made; by the co-opemtingpower and love
of' :,our ascended· Redeemer, to work for good. ;r:l'he ; period of, our
enduranceis fast hastening to its close. Not an hour shall; or can-tbe
.added to it, beyond :the "set· time." The days of our warfare·' and
pilgrimage ar~ numbered on high; and in God's ., book 'every future
.incident in our earthly experience is· lovingly and paternally decreed.
· .Oh, brethren beloved,. let uS above all things" seek grace to derive
the fullest possible measure of spiritual conformity to -the likeness'of
Christ from the daily. ,. hardness" appointed us. At whatever cost
to flesh and blood, let us earnestly aim ~o be "changed into the
same image·" as that- which· characterized,th(l"Son..of·,Mau' in.!. the
days!)?f His humiliation and subjectionJ··FOl' thus we 'shall glorify
His precious· Name, and bring Him honour. IFaithlooks· not at ·-the
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things which are seen, but, in the light of the sure promises, at the
things which are to nature invisible, and goes on her way rejoicing.
It is by jaith we stand. If hardness is to be "endured,". it must be
by trusting alone in a faithful, oath-honouring God. He has sworn
never to forsake the worm Jacob, and that surely, is enough, dear
reader, for you llfid me.

J. O.

Clijton.
THE SIN OF CAREFULNESS AND ANXIETY.

"Casting all your care upon Him, for He careth for you."
INORDINATE .cares are a great dishonour and reproach to the omnisciency of God; as if our wants were not as well. known to Him as
His own works, and as if He had not a fixed eye upqn all· the
straits and tri.als that lie upon us, and as if He did not know every
burden and sorrow that makes us groan, and did not behold evel'y
affiiction that makes us sigh, and did not observe every tear that
drops from our eyes, whereas His eye is still upon us. "But the
land, whither ye go to possess it, is a land of hills and valleys,
and drinketh water of the rain of heaven: a land which the Lord
thy God careth for; the eyes of the Lord thy God are always upon
it from the beginning of the year to the end o~ the year " (D5Jut.
, xi. 11, 12). And do we think that He will not have as great a care,
and as tender a regard of us, wh9 are "His jewels," "His joy,"
His "peculiar treasure," yea, who are the "delight of His soul," and
the price of the precious blood of his Co-equal and Co-Eternal Son.-

Brooks' "Noah's Ark."
SATAN'S TEMPTATIONS.
'l'HERE are no men on earth that lie open to temptations like saints;
the best men have always been the most tempted. The more excellent
that any man is in grace and holiness, the more will that man be.followed
, with temptations; as, you may see in David, who was tempted by
Satan to cOIp.mij; the greatest sin, and to number the people; Job to
curse God and die; Peter to deny Christ; and so Paul was buffeted;
yea, and Christ Himself was most grievously assaulted. The ,Lord
knows well enough that Satan hath a cruel eye, an envious eye, aBd
a malicious eye tlpon His beloved children, and, therefore,. He is
pleased by His precious gifts to strengthen them against. his most
powerful assault. What Paul once said concerning bonds and
afflictions, that they attended him. in every place, believers may say
concerning temptations~they attend them in every place, in every
calling, in every condition, in every company, and in every service.

-Brooks' "Unsearchable Riches of Ch'l·ist."
LISTEN to the voice of God in His truth: if the ear be.. consecrated
to God, you may rest assured the hand, the foot, the heart-in other
words, the whole man-will be consecrated to Him.-Howels.

"'J

Tlte Gospel Magazz'ne.

659

iilgl'im Japeu.
"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO·DAY 7"
" 0 Lo'rd, Thou art my God! "'-:'ISAIAH' xxv. 'l.
BLE~sED assurance of faith that can thus appropriate Jehovah as
"my God! "-Elohim-three Persons in the undivided Unity, eternally
dwelling in love and going forth in, covenant relationships for the
salvation .of His people from the fall in Adam, "Till we all come,
in the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God,
unto a perfect man; unto the measure of the stature of the fulness
of Christ" (Eph. iv. 13). The Father, in His eternal choice,pi'edestinating love and paternal relationship, 1'ealized as My Father
(Gal. iv. 6).. The co-equal, co-eternal Son in Bis suretyship engagjlments, answering all the. demands of the Divine law, bearing its
curse, paying the ransom-price of our redemption in His ,own precious
blood, and having made peace through the cross, now interceding at
the right hand of God. for all that come unto God by Him, nalized
as "My Redeemer" (Job xix. 25), as "My Saviour" (Luke i. 47),
" My Lord and my God ". (John xx, 28). '
The co-eternal Spirit, who engaged to quicken the dead in trespasses
and sins, and beget divine life in the soul by the Word of Truth,
and carry on that new life by momentary sustaining Himself the breath
of it, educating, disciplining, comforting, confirming, until the sublime
moment when" death is·swallowed up of life," and this new creature
is taken up into the mysterious Christ of God. for ever: this Divine
Spirit realized as my. Indweller (Rom. viii. 11), ,Teacher (John xiv. 26),
Emancipator (Rom. viii. 2), Leader (vel'. 14)" Witnesser (vel'. 16),
Helper (vel', 26), and Revealer of the deep things of God (1 COl'.
ii. 10, 12). To be able to claim this God as our God, "The Lord
is my God," is heaven begun below!
How very desirable this assurance is-" the Lord showed unto
me "-to-day, by strong contrast between much assurance and none'
assurance. The Apostle Paul, writing with .Silvanus and, Timotheus
to the Church of the Thessalonians, expresses his conviction of their
being "in the Father, and in the Lord Jesus Christ," and declares
concerning them, "We give thanks ,to God always for you allknowing, brethren beloved,. YOUl' election of God:' (1 Thess.. i. 2-4).
, Though he had been caught up to ,the third heaven, he had not
seen their names in the Book of Life, but he knew, and could confidently
assert their election of God, because of facts which proved it incontrovertibly: "For our Gospel came not unto you in word only,
but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance"
, (1 Thess. i. 5). That was undeniable evidence of the Spirit's indwelling
operation; the inward witness of the Spirit of God with their spirit
verified in their renewed life and walk. " Ye turned to God from
idols, to serve the living and true God, and to wait for His Son from
heaven." "Ye became followers of us and of the Lord, having received
the Word in much affliction with joy of the Holy Ghost. So that
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ye were examples to all that believe, from you sounded out the 'Word
of the Lord, also in every place your faith to Godward is spread
abroad." Now let us look a little at the strong contrast which we find
in the1atter 'part- of that mal'vellous chapter (Deut. xxviii.), which
afforded our New Year's gleanings in detail of the blessings flowing
out to those' who "hearken diligently to the voice of the Lord thy
God" in the"reverse : " Because' thou servedst not the Lord thy
God. .with joyfulness, and with gladness of heart for the abundance of
a;ll things, therefore thou shalt serve thine enemies; and 'thy life
shall hang in doubt before thee, and thou shalt fear day and night,
~nd shalt have none assurance of thy life" (Deut. xxviii. 47-56). A
pitiful state of uncertainty and unrest in contrast to " We which
have believed do enter; into rest." A trembling heart, ilistead of
·"·0 God, my heart is 'fixed, I will sing and give glory." "For it is
· a good thing that the' heart be established with grace." Failing of
· eyes, instead, of "Our eyes are unto Thee," "Mine eyes are ever looking
unto the Lord."
How strange it is that so many are advocates of such a life of none
·assurance, and deny the possibility of much 'assurance, even declaring,
." If·' you are not in continual doubts and fears of your state and
acceptance in the Belovl:]d, 'I' stand in doubt of you;'" and yet the
'Lord depicts such lack of confidence as appertaining to' the curse for
,not· hearkening to His Word.' What-! Can we never attain unto,
"Thou wilt keep him in peJlject peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee:
·because-he trusteth in Thee'''' (Isaiah xxvi. 3); never "know that we
have passed from death unto life" (1 John iii. 14; v. 20); never be
, "confident of this very thing that He who hath begun the good work
in- you, will perform it uIitil the day of Jesus Christ" (Phil. i. 6);
·never know, cc,Whose I am, and ,,,hom I serve;'" never know whether
· "in Christ" or' without God in the world; safe in theOity of Refuge
· or with the. avenger at my heels 1 "Know ye not that· ye are the
temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you" by His
'-inward promptings 1 What! know ye not that your body is the
· temple o~ the ,Holy Ghost which is in you. which ye have of God 1
.and "ye are' not your own, for ye' are' bought with a price." ']'he
Holy Ghost is almighty, and as unchangeably the same as Jesus
· Christ and the Father; nor is He an unwise Master Builder, who,
having laid the foundation, is not able to finish ib. Has He so dug
out the old, rotten buildiilg.as to leave us nothing whereon to rest in
ourselves, and brought us to the chief Corner Stone, the sure Foundadation whereon to rest al\ our hope for time and for eternity? Then
we'may be assured "The Lord will perfect that which concerneth
me," and will not forsake the work of His own hands. Ass'Urance
rests upon His unchangeable purpose and grace. So we come back
to our starting-point, and inSist upon the blessedness of much' assw'ance contrasted with the sorrow of mind and restless miseryiof "none
assurance of thy life," law and Gospel alike 'pointing out the mOl'e
excellent way, and the path wherein it' is attained unto, namely,
by "hearkening unto the voice of the Lord thy God."
Only experimentally can we be assured of His being my God, for
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He quickened me. That was a thing' impossible except with Him.
Did he not begin to move upon the chaos in mind, heart, and life T
"And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters;'"
dark, sullen, stagnant, not a ripple Godward. Upon a darkened'
intellect, a darkness that could be felt, so dense, was, it, "God, who
commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in
the face of Jesus Christ" (2 Cor. iv. 6). "Whatsoeverdoth make
manifest is light," and yet, at first, all it seems to make manifest is, how
how great is the darkness, and that no life Godwi\rd .is to be disowned,
not a breath or even a cry. ,What analogy there is between the first
creation and God's new creation in the soul! How. progressive, His'
work from day to day, evening and morning, from twilight" till the
day dawn! " While scientists and philosophers are reasoning of evolution, as if the power were innate in matter as well' as in the soul
of man to evolve itself into a higher grade of life, fact and experience
prove to the believer that "power belongeth unto God" and God
alone.
"My God'~ creates the spiritual' firmament, the understanding
enlightened by the Spirit of God, and He separates between the waters
beneath it, seas of wrath and floods of evil, and those living waters,
that are, above this firmament, the heavenly dew and rain that 'descend
upon the land, ere the new creation brings forth grass, the fi1'st sign
ot life, small indeed, yet every blade has the upward tendency (Psalm
v.. 3), the herb yieldi1,1g seed to ge,rminate again (it is in~01'1'Uptible'
seed, and therefore never dies, ,1 Peter i. 23); and the fruit tree
yielding fruit for Hisglo,ry, pecause it is, well-rooted (Rev. xxii. 16;.
Eph. Hi. 17). The life thus manifested needs lights, or the firmamentspiritual would become -darkness. So, the Son of righteousness arises,,,
illuminating, warming, fructifying;, even the, great sunset must take- .
place, or the soul would have gone down in perpetual night, as they
do who ignore it. Experience proves to demo~lstration that the souL
cannot create sunshine any morc than the ,whole, power of man,[
concentrated ,can produce one beam of the, orb of day in a cloudy"
season; but there Can be no mistake about th~ reality, when the.-heart basks in the light of His countenance! The C.hurch of God"
"ft~ir as the moon," in reflected glory, and the stars" that turn many
to righteousness," are appointed for the night season, while the Sun
that rules over ',the day is hid from view, and they are for signs-and,seasons, for day&,and ,years, ~ignificant tokens to guide the heavenbound pilgrim in ;variable periods of sunshine, or when "clouds will
intervene," till ,the ,short years· of wilderness sojourn mergeillto
eternal day, wlW~ the moon shall Jlq longer give her light.
Another progression in £he, Divine ljfe, is capability to live more,_
and swim in the waters .ofsalvation, to enjoy the element of,," livingwater," for which, ,naturally; there is no thirst, and no capacity to
resist the stream that carr~es the, "dead in trespasses and sins down
with its current, or liketh,e fowl of the air, to soar above the ea1,th
on wings of faith and love. My God creates every livi11{J creat'/fre." ,
He hath created us anew in Christ Jesus," that we miitJ be "renew~d'
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in knowledge after the image of Him that created IlS." As we test
ourselves by some of these marks· of the renewed in heart, we may
see that we'are only" creeping things," so slow is our pace; or with
Asaph lament, "So foolish was I, and ignorant, I was as a beast
before Thee." ·There is strong consolation in remembering all these
were in: the sheet Peter saw let· down from heaven, and "all were
drawn up again into .heaven " (Acts xi. 10).
,
It is God-honouring and' soul-strengthening, when, because of what
He hath wrought in us, we arrive at the conclusion, "He is my
God! and I will exalt Him!" , "Thou hast avouched the Lord this
day· to be thy God, and to walk in His ways, and to keep His
statutes, and, His· commandments, and His judgments [the key to
this keep is "the Holy Ghost, which dwelleth in us" (2 Tim, i. 14)J,
and to hearketh unto His voice [John x. 27]. And the Lord hath
avouchedthee this day to be His peculiar people; as He hath promised
thee; 'tnd to make thee high above all nations [set upon the RockJ,
in, praise, and in name, and in honour; and that thou mayest be an
holy people. unto the Lord thy God" (Deut. xxvi. 17-1 ~) .
. Oh, the blessedness of avouching, "'I'he Lord is my God." It is
for us sinners of the Gentiles, too; "I will say unto them that were
not My people,' thou art My people, and they shall say: Thou art
my God", (Hosea ii. 23). It becomes a plea, in time of trouble,
Jooking back upon the first time of sweet appropriation, to remind
Him of it. "But I trusted in Thee, 0 Lord; I said, Thou art my
God! My times are in Thy h;:md" (Psalm xxxi. 14, 15). 'I'hen the
trusting grows into strong confidence; "Therefore I will look unto the
Lord, I will wait for the God of my salvation: My God will hear me"
(Micah vii. 7), a persuasion that brings peace and solid· comfort
in perplexity, affliction, tribulatioll, because "there is nothing too
hard for the Lord," or too mean for His love to notice that concerns
His child, or too complicated for His wisdom, power and goodness
to unravel, and cause" all things to work together for good to them
that love God," so that not only 'My God 'will hear me, but also,
HThou' wilt answer, 0 Lord, my God" (Psalm. xxxviii. 15; margin, and
R.Y.). His responsive Word sublimely fitting every emergency, silencing
fears and inward tumult, and producing the peace of God, 'which
passeth ·.all understanding. Then, again, when spreading out onr
hands unto Him,· we are constrained"to adopt the language of Ezra,
HOmy God, I am ashamed, and blush to lift up my face to Thee,
my God, for. our iniquities have increased over our head, and our
trespass has grown· up unto the heavens;" as we confess, personal,'
relative; and national sins, we prove a~Re did, "I w.as str\mgthened,
as the hand of the Lord,' my God, was upon me."We are persuaded
that confession of sins, with· humble' contrition is not a natural
growth, but the work in us of the Indwelling Helper of our infirmities,
and it is He'is'who regulates the measure and depth of conviction and
sorrow for sin, which troubles many of G<;>d's' children when they
measure themselves by others. It is good, "by the ,acknowledging
of every good thing which is in you in Christ Jesus," to give the
glory to my God..! and with Nehemiah's gr!l.teful expression, speak of
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every good thought, lowly word, heavenward inspiration, and right
deed as "What my God put into my heart." Let us wave these
first fruits before Him, owning His gifts. "And nmv, behold, I have
brought the first fruits, which Thou, 0 Lord, hast given me. And
'fhou shalt set it before the Lord, thy God, and worship before the
Lord, thy God."
, "If the first fruit be holy, the lump is also holy," a full harvest of
assurance shall be gathered in, "to the praise of the glory of His grace."
"I will extol Thee, my God, 0 King; and I will bless Thy
Name for ever and ever."
Leicester.
MARY.
THE LOVELINESS OF CHRI.ST:-'
As THE ANTITYPICAL JOSHUA:

" He is altogether lovely."~Sori)MoN's Smw v. 16.
«And the Lord said unto Joshua, Thi~ day will 1 begin to magnify
thee in the sight of all Israel."-JosHuA iii. 7.
THE personal types of Christ in the Old, Testament set forth varied
aspects of the beauty of His Person, Offices, and Character as much as
the ,ceremonial types. Of these personal types of Jesus, Joshua stands
as one of the most prominent. Joshua was born in the year 1539 B.O.,
and he was HO years old when he died. His life 'was a remarkably
stirring one, full of martial achievements; therefore, he represents the
LordJesus ' as' the great Captain of salvation; leading Israel on to
glorious' victories over mighty foes.
':
1. His Name, Joshua, is identical with Jesus, signifying the same
thing, namely, "God's salvation." Joshua wrought salvation for
Israel from her enemies, as Jesus did for the spiritual Israel from
mightier enemies;
.'
2. The Life-history of Joshua shadow.ed forth in many respects the
history of Him who came 1500 years after: 'i. The early part of
Joshua's life ,vas spent in Egypt, from, whence he' was called with
the people. Of Christ it is recorded, "Out of .Egypt have I called:
My Son." ii. Joshua acco~panied his brethren whilst ,they sojourned
in the, wilderness, never leaving, them, during all their toilsome '
pilgrimage. Jesus is also with His brethren; even unto the end, and
daily continues .to fulfil His own precious promise, "I will never
leave thee nor forsake thee." iii. Joshua shared in, and.sympathized
with, all. Israel's troubles and hardships in the desert; and in all His
saints' afflictions Jesus was afflicted, while the angel of His presence'
saves them. iv. His participation in their toils 'and sorrows qualified
,Joshua for his position as leader and commander' of the .people.
For the very same reason, Jesus -is most suitable. as ,the,'Church's
Head, because He was tempted and tried in all: points as His people
are (Heb. ii. 17; 18). v. Joshua gave a faithful report of the promised·
land (Num. xiv.), which was afterwards found. to be true, although
not credited at first by unbelieving Israel.' The report .whichJesus
gives of Canaan's happy land, and of "the house of many mansions,"
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will be found to be true at last, notwithstanding all the unbelieving
fears; and all the powerful foes of His trembling people. H Ey~
hath not seen, nor ear 'heard, neither have 'entered into the heart, of
man: ~he things which God hath prepared for them ,that love Him"
(1 Cor. ii. 9). '
,
3. Joshua was a great Conquer01·. He smote the Amalekites, led,'
Israel triumphantly into the promised land, and subdued the Canaanites
befo:re them, according to the will and word of. God. The long list
of his victories over the enemies of the Lord's people is recorded in
Joshua x., xi., xii. The great Antitype likewise H went forth conquering
and to conquer." The Captain of salvation H cometh from Edom,
with dyed garments from Bozrah, glorious in His apparel, travelling
in the greatness of His strength" (Isaiah lxiii. 1),
4. Joshua completed the WM'k of Moses. In this fact we may trace
a deep spiritual trut~ with respect to the Lord Jesus. Moses, the'
law-giver, led the chosen seed out of Egypt, but Joshua .led them
hito Canaan. It is Moses, or the La,,,, God makes the means or
awakening the elect to the knowledge of sin, for "by the Law (in
its application) is':th'e knowledge of sin "'(Rom.iii. 20). By the Law
they are made to.£eeltheir state by nature, sunk in Egyptian darkness,
and held in Egyptian bondage. The Law is the H schoolmaster to,
bring us to Christ" (Gal. iii. 24). But Christ is the Law-fulfiLler,
(Rom. x. 4), who 'delivers from the toils and temptations' of the
wilderness, and, in' due: SeaSQn, brings the Israel of God into their
promised inheritance.
. 5., Joshua was' a divinely appointed Leader. He guided the steps
of H the Church in the wilderness ",through the 'desert into Canaan.
Strong in the', power of God,' he completed the work which J ehovah
gave him to do.: "Oompare Numbers xxvii. 18,: 19; .J'oshua i. 2 ; ,andt
Isaiah Iv. 4.
6. Joshua's work commenced at the Jordan (Joshua iv. 11). At the
same place, the litera:l'Jol'dan, did the dear Saviour begin to, manifest
His glory in the commtmcement of His public work.
, ". '
! 7; Joshua chose twelve witnesses, who were to set up twelve: stones.
as a memorial- of the wonderful' manner in which they ,were' brought
into the' actual' possession, (If the land, which was theirs by the "gift,
of Godl (Joshua iv. 2).' . Similarly,' the Lord Jesus chose twelve
Apostles, who set 'up ,their unimpeachable testimony as a wit~ess,to 1
all future ages of the power of Jesus in delivering ,from the dang,ers '
of the' wilderI\"ess, arid bringing' His ,saints into' the land of Gospelgrac'e, and 'finally into' their' glory.home.' Their. testimony1reml:j.ins"
with us unto this <lay (Luke v'i. 13; Acts i. 8),
."
8. Joshua allotted,to each tribe, its' inheritance (Joshua xviii.• 10).
TheJ;e is something very sweet in the thought that the Lord Jesus,
appoints and' bestows the portions of His followers. He divides theinheritance according 'to the' good pleasure of His will. "The bounds
of our habitation' are fixed." The covenant of grace, by. ,\>'hich theinheritance is securedt to the chosen seed, is H ordered. in all. things"
and sure." The allotment 'is according to the will of God, and not.,
according to our choice.
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9. Under Joshua, the j'eproach of Egypt was 1'olled away (Joshua
9), That reproach was the taint and badge of slavery, which
adhered to them' through all their wilderness wanderings. They
were known to the nations as slaves wh? had broken away from
their masters; thus they were reckoned as " outcasts " and the" 9ffscouring of all things." . Such is the world's estimation of the Church
of Christ during her pilgrimage here below. Joshua, however, led
them on from victory to victory, till,' at length, the promises were·all
verified, and they entered' their own country. 'No longer pilgrims,
fleeing from servitude and exposed to the perils and dangers <;>~ a
waste howling wilderness, they are in possession of the land, flowing
with milk and honey, which is theirs by the inalienable right both
of gift and of conquest. It was the gift of God, and won for them
by the sword of .J oshua. So these homeless wanderers became a
sovereign nation and the terror of t,he surrounding heathen. The
spiritual application of this is obvious and delightful. Thus Joshua
is a lovely representation of Jesus, the great Captain of our salvation, who conquers all His people's foes, brings them into Canaan, and
rolls away their reproach.
10. Joshua's character was that of integrity. There was nothing
:selfish about him. No failing of his is recorded in Scripture. His
heart and life were devoted to the ser"ice of J ehovah and his
-country's welfare. So the Lord in all the perfection of His character
lived (and lives) wholly for His people.
Bath.
E. C.

"v.

THE LOVE OF CHRIST.
well taught the child 'of God may be in the blessed tru~hs
-of divine grace, he has but glanced over the surface of this
unsearchable ocean of love.
The love of Christ has been from
eternity towardst),le .objects of it. "As the Father hath loved Me,
"'1'hou lQvedst Me before the
so have I loved you" (John xv. 9).
foundation of the world" (John xvii. 24 ;'Jer. xxxi. 3)~ No mortal
-can fix the time when this love had a beginning.
The child of
<God is often allowed to sink into the depths of spiritual misery;
,outward circumstances and inward depravity seem leagued together
for his destruction. Yet agonising .as these may be, it is a most
comforting fact that they are but carrying out the will of Him who
saYEl, "All things work together for gOod to them that love God,
to them that are the called according to ,His purpose."-Anon.
'HOWEVER

KEEP your smaller differences, let us have no discord on their
;account; but let us march in one solid column, under the banners
of the Captain of our salvation, and with undivided counseJs form
the legion of the cross upon the territories of darkness and of death.
I should not hesitate to cross ten seas, if by this means holy
-communion might prevail among the members of Christ.-Galvin.
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PASTORAL NOTES.
THE SUULES

OF

THE BIBLE.

(Continued from page 599).

10. "THE ArPLE

OF

THE EYE."-" Keep me as the apple of the eye."PSALM xvii. 8.

IT is an old saying that " We seldom value our blcssings fully until
we lose tl,lem, or are in danger of losing them," 'l'his may frequently
be the case with respect to the blessing of sight. What a precious
blessing it is I 'What a terrible loss it must be' to be deprived of
it! And yet, when enjoying good eyesight, how seldom we think
about it, or pcrhaps value it, as wc might reasonably be expected
to do.
.
A young girl, who was born 11ind, was enabled, by a skilfully
conducted operation, suddenly to see; and, as she looked around
her, she was utterly astonished, and she exclaimed, over and over
again, "How beautiful, how wonderfully beautifull" and, addressing
her mother, she said, "Oh, mother, why did you not tell me .all
about this before, why did you not tell me that everything was so
beautiful 1" The mother replied, "I did attempt to tell you, my
child, but no words could ever enable you to understand the
appearance of things as you do now, when you are able actually
to see them."
.
It is a marvellous thing that human eyesight is preserved as it
is, considering the number of dangers to which it is exposed.' A blow,
a fall, some small sharp substance piercing the eye, or an attack of
disease, may destroy our eyesight for ever. I have heard of the case
of a man who lost his sight simply by the rapid whisking of a sheet
of paper across his face; the edges of the paper cut into his eyes in such
a way as to destroy his power of vision. I remember, when I was
a youth, experimenting with a thermometer. I placed it upon a.
lighted spirit-lamp, to see how high the mercury would rise in it,
and, when looking closely at it, it suddenly exploded, and the mercury
was dashed into my eyes with such force, that I was, for a few
moments, completely deprived of sight. I thought that my sight
was gone for ever, and deep indeed was my feeling of joy and thankfulness, when it gradually returned.
An eminent oculist is reported to have said some time ago, that
the human eye is subject to two thousand different ailmenfs, or
diseases! How then is it that one meets with comparatively so few
blind persons 1 It is because such effective and skilful means have been
used for the preservation of our sight.
The human eye is one of the most marvellous examples of the skill
and power of the Great Creator. It is something like a telescope,
and it is furnished with a crystalline lens of exquisitely beautiful
formation, which collects the rays of light reflected from the surfaces.
. of outward objects, a~d concentrating them in a focus, produces a
very small an'd wonderfully perfect picture of those objects upon
the inner part of the eye. This lens automatically adapts itself to>
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, the focus of different distances, and it is formed of various materials, so that,whilst fully admitting ,the rays of light, it does not
separate them" 'as telescopes used to do before· opticians learnt to
imitate the formation of the human eye, and join together different
kinds, of glass in their lenses. It is also provided with a variety
of muscles, which move it, with extraordinary ease and rapidity, in
different directions. It is a marvellous thing, that, although we have two
eyes, and a distinct and separate picture is produced in each of them,
, yet they form but one picture when transmitted to the brain; and,
also that although each picture is produced in the interior of the eye
in a reversed position, or turned upside-down, yet they appear to
the mind in an upright position. No one is able to explain in what
manner this change is effected.
,
But the most remarkable circumstance with respect to the human
eye is the careful provision which has been made for its protection
and preservation. It is placed in a strong socket of bone, and it is
surrounded with soft substances. It is furnished with a fringed lid,
which is extremely sensitive, and which rapidly closes when any
, danger threatens it, and always covers it when we are asleep. It
is provided with an everflowing tjny stream of water, which washes
away any dust or impurity, and keeps it moist and clean, and in the
most favourable condition for seeing. In its' interior it possesses a
circular fringed-like substance, which is called the" rainbow curtain,"
from its varying in colour in different individuals. This curtain has
the - property of regulating the amount of light which is admitted
, into the eye, so that the inner chamber, or retina, may not receive
injury. How \vonderful is this provision! Could anything be more
perfect ~ Even the heathen philosopher, Socrates, was struck with it,
and spoke of it as a "work of Providence."
,
'1.'0 this wonderful provision for the protection and preservation of
the eye the Psalmist alludes in the simile before us, when he says,
"Keep me as the apple of the eye." The" apple" is the centre, or
" pupil," of the eye, and if that be injured, the whole eye is injured.
As, therefore, our gracious Creator has arranged so wonderfully for
its protection, and we ourselves, recognizing the importance and value
of our eyesight, do also what we can to protect and preserve it,
being generally disposed to allow almost any other part of our bodies
to be injured rather than our eyes, so the Psalmist asks that he
, may be kept.
,
In the passage before us, then, this .simile is used by the Psalmist
as1. A PRAYER. "Keep me as the apple' of the eye." The Psalmist
was fully aware of the desirableness and ,of the necessity of Divine
keeping. He had learned by painful experience the weakness of
human nature, and the power, of the temptations, dangers, and
enemies to which it is exposed, and therefore he could-and no
doubt he did-from his very heart offer up this prayer, "Keep me
, as the apple of the eYQ."
Cannot we, beloved, do the same 7 We are surely not numbered!
:.amongst those who have such confidence in themselves, and in thei~
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own sagacity, prudence, and strength, that they -fear no spiritual
foes, temptations, or dangers, and think that they are well able to take
, care of 'themselves, and that they shall never fall. If it were so,
we might well be reminded of the caution,'" Let him that thinketh
he standeth take heed lest he fall;" and be admonished that "Pride
goeth before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall." No;
it is far more probable that we are numbered ,amongst those 'who
have learnt by actual experience the utter weakness and untrustworthiness of human nature, who know the truth of the staterhel1t
that" he that trusteth his own heart is a fool," and who feel-"most deeply and fully-their need of Divine keeping day by day and
moment bv moment.
How e;pressive, then, for us, and how sweet, is this prayer.L.
"Keep me "-" me" individually and personally-" Keep me" with
the same gracious and wonderful provision that is made for the piotection and preservation of the human eye; "keep me" with the
same care which we exercise in the protection and preservation of
our own eyesight-" Keep me as the apple of the eye."
This is a prayer for all the dear childret! of God throughout the
whole of their wilderness journey. Happy are they who see and feel
their need of it; and happier still are they who offer it up with all
their hearts; who earnestly desire and are willing-being "made
willing" by Divine power-to be kept; willing to have their wills
thwarted if need be, in thus being kept, and willing that the Divine
will shall be fully accomplished in that keeping. The believer is in
his happiest condition when he is brought into this state of mind;
when he can truly pray"Here's my heart, Lord, take and seal it,
Seal it for Thy courts above."
If the believer be rebellious, and longs to have his own way, and is
secretly inclined to yield to evil rather than to resist it and avoid it,
he cannot be happy, and he may be in ,deadly peril; but ,when he
can pray such a prayer as this with his whole heart, he is happy
and safe.
An elderly lady having to travel a long journey alone, ",al;!' very
nervous and anxious about it; she had come to that time of life
when it is so often true that" fears are in the way." However, she
determined to pray during the journey, and then she felt assured
that she would be safe. She carried out her determination, and
prayed repeatedly nearly all the way, and all went well, until she
approached the last station on her journey. "Now," she thought,
"there is no need to pray any longer, I. am perfectly safe." ~ut a
moment or two afterwards, as she stepped out upon the raIlway
platform, her foot slipped, she had a serious fall, and she was laid
up for a long time in consequence. Child of God, is there not a lesson
here for you 1
"How," it may be asked, or "from what," does the believer need
to be "kept 1" An answer may be given in the words of the Litany
of the Church of England. The compilers of that, Litany, and of
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other, parts of the' Book of Common Prayer, were evidently men of
God. who deeply felt their need of Divine, keeping. Their feelings,
are expressed in some of the- ancient collects, which they selected;
for example, one which says, "Keep, we beseech Thee, 0 Lord, Thy
Church, with Thy perpetual mercy; and, because the frailty of
man without Thee cannot, but fall, keep us ever by Thy help from
all things hurtful, and lead us to all things profitable to our salvation." . In the Litany prayer is made to be kept "From, all evil
and, mischief; from sin, from the crafts and assaults of the devil ;
from.Thy wrath,and from everlasting damnation; from all blindness
of heart; from ,pride, vain glory, and hypocrisy; from envy, hatred,
malice, and all uncharitableness; from fornication, and all other deadly,
sin;, from all the deceits of the world, the flesh, and the devil; from
sudden "-that is, unprepared-" death; from all false doctrine,
heresy, and schism; from hardness of heart, and contempt of Thy
Word and commandment; . .• • in all time of our tribulation, in all
time. of our wealth "-01' prosperity-" in the hour of death, and in
the day of judgment." How comprehensive, and how needful in
every particular. Is this our prayer, beloved 1 Oh, that it may be
so more and more.
But we may also see, in reference to this simile and prayer, a
gracious2. PROMISE. "Thus saith the Lor.d of, Hosts, He that touchetk you,
toucheth the apple of His eye" (Zech. ii. 8).
.
What a sweet promise! It was addressed, of course, first to the
Jews, but through them it is addressed to all the Lord's people in
every age. And how gracious it is! We might almost have supposed,
perhaps, if there were not sU:Jh a promise as this, that the Psalmist
was dictating to the Lord in offering up such a prayer, and ;;tsking
too much; but the Lord Himself confirms the, prayer, ,and marks
His approval of it by, promising ,that it shall be granted; and in,
His tenderness and· loving-kindness, He promises even more than
the Psalmist had asked. For whereas the Psalmist had only asked,
"Keep me as the apple of the eye," not of" thine eye," the Lord,
graciously promises the latter, and referring the matter personally
to Himself, by His prophet, He says: "Thus saith the Lord of
Hosts, He that toucheth you toucheth the apple of His eye." What
\vonderful and perfect keeping is expressed in this promise! '\ He
that toucheth you, toucheth the apple of the Lord Jehovah's eye."
Safe and secure indeed must they be to whom it refers. Thispromise
seems to emphasize and ,to extend the sweet assurances contained in
the 121st Psalm, ",The Lord is thy keeper; the Lord, ,shall preserve
thee from - all evil; He shall preserve thy soul; the Lord shall
preserve Thy going out, and thy coming in from this tim~ forth,
and even ,for evermore." Spurgeon, commenting on, these words,
says: ," Soul-keeping is the soul of keeping. If the soul be kept,
all is kept. The preservation of the greater includes that of the
less, so far as it is essential to the main design; the kernel shall
be preserved, and in order thereto, the shelf shall be preserved also.
God is the sole keeper of the soul. Qur soul is kept from the dominion
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of sin, the infection of error, the crush of despondelicy, the puffing
up of pride; kept frotn the world, the flesh, and the devil j kept·
for holier and greater things; kept in the love of God; kept unto
the eternal kingdoman2 glory. What can harm the soul that is
kept of the Lord 1 When we go out in thc morning to labour, and
come home at eventide to rest, J ehovah shall keep us. When we go
out in youth to begin life,' and come in at the end to die, we shall
experience the same keeping. Our exits and our entrances are under
<ODe protection. Three times have we the phrase, 'Jehovah shall
keep,' as if the sacred Trinity thus sealed the words to make it
sure-ought Hot all our fears to be slain by such a threefold flight '
of arroWs 1 What anxiety can survive this triple promise 1 This
~eeping is eternal; continuing 'from this time forth, even for evermore.' The whole Church is thus assured of everlasting security;
the final perseverance of the saints is thus ensured, and the glorious
immortality of believers is guaranteed. Under the regis of such a
promise, we may go on pilgrimage without trembling, and venture
into battle without dread. None are so safe as those whom God
keeps: none so much in danger as the self-secure. To goings out
and comings in belong peculiar dangers, since every change of
position turns' a fresh quarter to the foe, and it is for these weak
points that an especial security is provided. Jehovah will keep the
door wheu it opens and closes, and this He will perseveringly continue
to do, as long as there is left a single man that trusteth in Him,
as long as a danger survives, and, in fact, as long as time endures.
Glory be unto 'the Keeper of Israel,' who is endeared to us under
that title, since our growing sense, of weakness makes us feel more
deeply than ever our need of being kept."
Again, we may see, in reference to this simile3. A PATTERN, OR EXAMPLE. "He kept him a.s the a.pple' of His
€!1Je" (Deut. xxxii. 10). "Isra:eI," we are told, was" the Lord'~ portion,
the lot of His, inheritance." ,As such, the Lord took the deepest
interest in him, and "led him about, and instructed him, and kept
him as the apple of His eye." The Lord so watched over his people,
and guarded, and defended them, that it was like a person guarding
and defending his own most precious treasure of eye-sight. Similarly,
He watches over His people now, and guards and defends them still.
By day and by night, for "He, watching over Israel, slumbers not,
nor sleeps." How safe, then, 'must His people be!
It is related, in an Eastern story, that a poor woman came to the
Sultan one 'day, and asked for compensation for the loss of some
property. " How did you lose it 1" asked the monarch. "I fell asleep,"
was the reply, "and 'a robber entered my dwelling." "Why did
you fall asleep 1" ,," I fell asleep because I believed that you were
awake." The Sultan was so luuch delighted with the answer of the
poor woman, that he ordered her loss to be made up. May we not'
suppose that our Heavenly Father is similarly pleased, when His
children trust him to watch over and keep them under all circumstances, even when they are asleep 1" Does He not Himself say'
to them, "It is vain for you to rise up early, to ,sit up late,
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to eat the bread of sorrows; for" so He giveth His beloved
sleep 1"
What stories we shall have to tell' when we reach the Better Land,
of our Father's wondrous keeping! of hair-breadth escapes, of
miraculous rescues, and of gracious and timely interpositions, as
the whole course of our pilgrimage journey is Clearly unfolded to
us.' Then we shall understand things which were quite inexplicable
to us before, and we shall be filled with emotions' of, adoring wonder,
love, and gratitude.
.
.
Many years ago an English' tradesman. left his hqme to attend a
fair at Bristol. On the way he was taken ill, and he was detained
so long that when he recovered it was too late to attend the fair, and
therefore he was obliged to return home without transacting his
business. This seemed to be an unfortunate circumstance, and probably it was a great disappointment to him. Some years afterwards
he happened to be present at the execution of a criminal, who
beckoned him to approach. The criminal then asked him, "Do
you recollect once starting for Bristol Fair 1" "Yes," he. replied,
"perfectly." "It is well that you did not go, for I and several
others, who knew that you had a considerable sum of money about
yOIl, had resolved to waylay and rob yOIl, and then to murder you
to prevent detection." Shall we not see, by-and-by, that losses and
crosses, disappointments, and troubles have been overruled in a similar
way for our protection and preservation, and that they have formed
part of the Divine keeping 1
Once more in connection with the simile before us, besides a Prayer,
a Promise, and a Pattern, we notice.:.....
4. A PRECEP1'. "My son, keep MV law as the apple of thine eye."
-PROVERBS vii. 1, 2.
Here our :Father speaks to us as to His own dear children, and He
expresses His earnest wish for us'; yea, His parental command, "My
SOIl, keep My law"-and keep it-" as the apple of thine eye." This
-is a command which applies to the circumstances of the present
day as much as to any day, and perhaps more so. ·The Word of God
is attacked now in the most insidious manner, and what with suggested doubts, and "Higher Criticism," and a vaunted display of
human learning, the faith of many is shaken, and they are led to
suppose that the authority of the Word of God is not so great as it
has been believed to be, and that its foundations are insecure and
easily undermined. Beloved, shall we be moved by these insidious
attacks 1 Never-assuredly never. No matter how many doubts
may be suggested, or Higher Criticism developed, or human
learning displayed, we will "hold fast" this "form of sound words,"
and "keep it as the very apple of our eyes." We know that it is
trlle; we believe in our hearts that it is the very Word of God.
We know that we have not been deceived by "cunningly devised
fables," but that we have in that Word "a sure word of prophecy," which
"is as a light that shineth in a dark place," and which "came in
old time not by the will of man," but by holy men of God, who
.. spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." We have expe.
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rienced its power, its sweetness, and its preciou,sness for- ol,lfselves.
We have been enabled to say, like a prophet of old, "Thy words
were found, and I did eat them," and they were "the joy and
rejoicing oimy .heart." We have sympathized with, and felt. as ,tpe
Psalmist did, when he said, "0 how. I love Thy law! it is mymeditation all the, day. .Ho,'Y sweet .are" Thy words unto, my .talilte ! ,yea,
sweeter than honey to my month·! " We arefu1ly persuaded. that
"though heaven and earth &hall pass away," .that ,Word" will nev~r, .
pass away." And therefore we will not give up one part of it,
but· we will cleave to it, and believe in it, and value it, and hearken
to it, and, by Divine grace, ,obey it, to the very end of our, days.
Hatjord Rectol·.V, . Faringdon.
D. A. DOUDNEY.

A REMINISOENOE.
THE' name of GEORGE, COWELL is yet a household one,. and very dear
is his memory still to many who were so richly blessed under ,his
writings. " It is such a blank to me," writes one, "for I cannot tell
when any writings have so touched me as. those from his pen."
" How I .used to love your father's pieces. He used to pick me up
at times, and his loving heart would breathe itself' EiO into mine, that
it revived ,with a freshness of love and gratitude to our precious Lord
Jesus," writes another. "His' Wayside Notes' w;ere looked forward
to by me month by month, for over thirty years, with ;real pleasure,
and many. a feast have they given me," is a ,message that comes from
the Sister Isle. And yet another testimony we cannot forbear quoting,
as 'coming 'from an invalid: "I shall never forget, when sitting alone
in my room after my dear mother's death, and feeling lonely and
greatly distressed, and almost heart-broken, taking up the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE for December, 1891, and reading the '''Vaysid~ ~otes'
upon ,the ,text, 'From the end of the earth will I cry unto The~,
when my heart is overwhelmed: lead me to the Rock that is higher
than 1.' The piece was such a help and blessing. I did not feel any
more loneliness that never-to-be-forgotten Sabbath evening.
At
another time, iu my anxieties and care for some dear to me, all 1 could
do was to endeavour to plead with the Lord on their behalf, and it
seemed literally sowing in tears. The ninth chapter of Daniel had
been helpful to me, and, singular to say, in opening the, GOSpEL
MAGAZINE 'for February, 1894, the 'Wayside Notes,' 'Speaking to
God,' seemed to come almost as if .written individually 'for me. It
was -so encOJlraging, and I shall-never forget the ~elp it was."
A"gift of ten· shillings to the, Free Fund for Mem01'irtls of a Gmcious
Life was likewise lJent from another, who "shed tears of joy ,on
reading some part of the book, and remembered how many hql,lrs of
comfort had been granted,for the last forty years, from reading the
beloved GEORGE COWELL'S writings." The testimonies have abounded,
and are far too numerou:s to quote, but the few above given may.
be,accepted as an apology for this present paper.
{,
I remember, 011 one occasion, my dear father· proposed a day in
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Leicester. It was his first visit to that town, and his motive for
going was to search out some. of the Lord's hidden jewels, who were
surprised and delighted to see him, for he was welcomed, not as a
stranger, but "a brother beloved." It was touching at one house to
seethe greeting between the aged host and his visitor, who had never
before· met. He came into the room holding Golden Truths in his
hand, which he had been a moment before reading, and, with tears of
joy, exclaimed, "God has sent you, my !lear brother, to cheer. me, in
answer to my morning's prayer. For feeling very lonely and .downcast, I had asked the favour in the earlier part of the day that
He would send some one of His children to comfort me, but I
little thought it would be the writer of the very book L was so
enjoying! "
In another home on that sm;ne day, the dear, warm-hearted occupant never wearies of telling how his eye caught the Christmas decoration in the hall, which was in design an anchor in evergreen. " Ah,"
said dear GEORGE COWELL, "I love to think of our safe anchorage,
'which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure .and steadfast,
and which entereth into that within the veil.'"
H ere is a letter which came to hand a few months ago:"DEAR MADAM,-I shal1£eel grateful to you if you will kindly send
me one of your beloved father's Leaflets, warmly thanking you in
anticipation, and for which I enclose a stamp. I wonder if it will be
out of place for me to tell you of a little comforting dream I had
some years ago in reference to the now glorified ' Wayside Notes'
writer. If it is, please forgive me. I thought in my dream that I
was in deep distress, hedged ,in on every side in mind, body, and
estate ; and as I was deploring my sad condition, a gentleman walked
into my room and inquired the cause of my trouble. I told him all.
He then talked to me so nicely-words of comfort and sympathy,
and taking a small Bible from his coat pocket he read a few verses
from John xvi. and then spent a few moments in prayer. A sweet
calm seemed to enter my heart. The weight of my trouble appeared
gone. The stranger shook my hand, saying, ' We shall see each other
again.' In the morning I told my sister of my dream (for the effect
and the remembrance of it was very sweet), remarking, 'If ever that
gentleman is brought to my room I shall know him again.' Several
years passed. A friend lent us a copy of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and
to my great surprise and joy there was the portrait of the very
one of my dream, looking' just as he did as he stood by my
bedside. I exclaimed to my sister, 'Oh, it was Mr. COWELL I saw in
my dream; here he is!' How I longed to try and write him, bl\t
feared, to intrude.
My sister tried to urge me to do so, but I
could not. So, dear Madam, you will kindly forgive me if I have
done wrong now~ Very respectfully yours in hope,
"N. C,.",
The foregoing is somewhat remarkable, as being a second recounted
dream of two different persons concerning the late dear GEORGE COWELIJ.
Possessors of Memorialp of a Gmcious Life will recall the other
account, given 011 page 9.
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It is my privilege to hear from the lips of a beloved friend
the account of her and her dear husband's call by grace in
India.
There, as we know, surrounding circumstances-the gay
life in the army, and the little or false profession-were not calculated to nurture their spiritual growth, and they came to
England as babes in grace, and seekers after the truth.
They
sought it in different places of worship, and in all kinds of
so-named Christian literature.
But" the vision was yet for .an
appointed season," and it was not until one day a stray copy of the
GOSPEl, MAGAZINE was seen as it lay upon a shop counter, and carried
home, with the remark, "At all events, the title sounds good," that
they could rejoice in the liberty wherewith Christ maketh His people
free. ThIJir eyes fell upon the subject of "Wayside Notes" for that
month (February, 1879, page 122),. under the title, "Is Grace
Irresistible as well as Invincible 1" (Numbers xxiii. 20), and the eyes
of their understanding were opened to behold spiritually the wondrous
things out of His law. It was the means of confirming them in the
.grace wherein they stood. Truly commandment had gone forth to
bless, and none could reverse it. It is needless to say that the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE became their most regular and choice reading month by
month afterwards, and the names of deal' Dr. DOUDNEY and GEORGE
COWELL beloved as choice friends.
How well do I remember my dear father's trn". joy ill being
privileged to worship in St. Mary-le-Port Church, in May, 1893.
How he revelled in the precious truths set forth by the beloved
Rector, from the texts (1 Peter ii. 6, and Luke xxiv. 50-53). It was but
a few weeks after his bereavement, the greatest sorrow of his life,
and our loving Father. dealt very tenderly with His deal' servant at
that time, giving him much solid peace and comfort from the
preaching of dear Mr. OR.1IISTON, and, indeed, the whole service. I
recall how melted he was under the singing of· that sweet hymn" The head that once was crowned with thorns,
Is crowned with glory now,"
so that some of those who greeted him at the doors, afterwards,
have since told me that, in response to their asking holY he had fared
under the ministry that day, he could only say, "I am full to
<lverflowing. "
Once, when many were surrounding him at the end of the service
in another well-known church, where the Gospel of God's free and
sovereign grace is still faithfully proclaimed, and where, as a visitor,
he had been recognised and greeted, one of the company who were
hovering round to have a word with the loved" GEORGE COWEI1L," half
in apology for intruding and tiring him, said, "Come, we shall weary
Mr. COWELL ; we are compassing him about like bees; " when he quickly,
in his loving, gentle voice, said, "Ah, but I like this sort of bees,
for they do not sting.:'
·We may still miss our beloveds more than tongue or pen can
express; yet we do desire, in forgetting the things that are behind, to
joy in their joy, and feel satis~ed for them, and look forward in hope.
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" Jesus, we bless 'the grace
That folds them to Thy breast;
Whilst we are in the thickest fight,
They in Thy presence rest."
My dear father's was such a close walk of faith, such a life of
triumph in Him, and such a sunny testimony, to the very end, of
that goodness and mercy that had followed him all the days of his
life, that the words spoken of N aphtali were abnndantly fulfilled in
him also, and he was" satisfied with favour, and full of the blessing
of the Lord;" whilst as Benjamin also, . the beloved of the Lord, he
dwelt in safety with Him, and, through Divine grace given, rested
upon the sure promise of love, safety, security, and satisfaction all
the way and all the days. Such are the lives that speak and reflect
the honour of their Lord. May the testimony of them encourage some
Little Faith, some ready-to-halt one, or some longing, hoping, trembling
(lue, to trust and not be afraid-to trust their Friend and Saviour.
One word more. What an abundant cause for thankfulness have
we as month by month we find the GOSPEL MAGAZINE holding on its
way, and bringing to its readers weighty, precious, land unctuous
teaching as in days past. There was much anxious watching unto
prayer from God's dear children everywhere, who had for so long
Ifeceived comfort and edification under the singularly blessed teaching
of the late Dr. DOUDNEY and GEORGE COWELL, that the Lord would
imise up yet another faithful Editor to carry on the work, and that·
His name should be honoured, and Jesus extolled very high as hitherto,
and His children continue to be fed with the pure Gospel. That
He has abundantly answered prayer is His people's joy and privilege
to record, as by the Holy Spirit's power they' feast at the Gospel
table so bountifully' provided them; whilst we bless God that the
;memory of His gracious and favoured servants is honoured and cherished
by the setting forth of the same old, old, and yet ever new, Gospel
()f the grace of God, which they so loved to declare. May each reader
thus blessed be led to pray very earnestly for the continuance of this
loving favour of their Lord, in long sparing the life of His dear faithful
minister, who so unwearyingly and unselfishly serves for the Gospel's
sake-" that his bow may abide in strength, and the arms of his
hands be made strong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob."
R.
jt

I HAVE seen a field here, and a field there, stand thick with corn
-a hedge or two has separated them. At the proper season the
i'capers entered; soon the earth was disburdened, and the grain was
<lonveyed to its destined resting-place, where, blended together in the
barn or in the stack, it could not be known that a hedge had ever
separated this corn from that. Thus it is with the Church. Here
it grows, as it we~'e, in different fields, and even, it may be, by
different hedges. ,By-and-by, when the harvest is come, all God's
wheat shall be gathered into the garner, without one single mark to
distinguish that once they differed in outward circumstantials of.
form and order.-Toplady.
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SERMON.
PHEAOI-lED BY THE LATE REV. JOSEPI-l IRONS, ON SUNDAY EVENIKG. '
JANUARY 16TH, 1842.

co Yet setteth He .the poo?' on high, f1'om atfliction."-PSALU cvii. 4l.
IN the, Psalm before us we, find David calling upon the mortals.
around him to praise J ehovah for His wonderful works, and exclaiming"
"Oh that men would praise the Lord for His goodness, and for His,
wonderful works to the children of men! " He then goes on ,to recite'
some of those" wonderful works;" and looking the worlds of. nature
and providence through, again and again he finds them. It is He'
that turneth the wilderness into ,a fruitful land, and blesseth the'
springing of the fields ; and it is He that "poureth contempt upon
princes, and causeth them to wander in the wilderness, where there
is no way." AntI ,when he has thus stated the Lord's mighty works,
he sums them up, in the language of the text, with what He does
for "the poor;" and you are to mark, that this is the, ground on
which he cries out, "Oh tllat men would praise the Lord for His.
goodness, and for His wonderful works to the children of men!"
"Yet setteth He the poor on high, from affiiction."
We were dwelling this morning, you know, particularly upon the'
exaltation of Christ-a subject ever dear and precious,unto the family
of God; and we insisted, in the strongest terms we could employ,.
that unless Jesus is exalted in the heart of the sinner by the power
of omnipotent grace, there can be no real Christianity there, for this
is,the best of all the tests concerning it. And having dwelt upon the.
exaltation of Jesus as the work of the Father (under that sweet
promise, "I will set Him on high because He hath known My name "),
we' promised to show you this evening how all the members of His
mystical body are to be set on high with Him, how they shall all share
in the dign'ity which He as Mediator is wearing before the throne of
God; for says He to the Father, "The glory which Thou gavest
Me I have given them." 0 precious, precious Lord! what !wilt Thou
have no mediatorial glory, but what Thy bride shall share it 1 What!
wilt Thou have no mediatorial' honour, but Thy spouse shall partake
of it with Thee 1 What! wilt Thou have no gift from the Father's
hand, but what is for Thy spouse's sake 1 Blessings on His precious
name, this is among the most precious proofs of His love to the
Church; and therefore, being "set on high" Himself, He now· tells
us in the language of the text, that "He setteth the poor on high
fromaffiiction," and that because He loves them.
I purpose briefly to invite your attention, to the language of the
text, as presenting two prominent features to your view. ,First of
all, the wretched condition in which the fall has left man-" poor l>
a~q. 'J affiicted ;" and then, secondly, the .experience which grace
works in the heart-it" sets him on high.~' And I humbly hope
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!that before we close this service some of you low-gi'ound professors
'will get "set on high," in spite of all your unbelief; for, mind you, I
.'flhall not ask your leave, it is God's grace that does it, and if God
;the Spirit is pleased to come and "set you on high," all your love
.of low ground will vanish, for J ehovah will have His own way.
· 1. First of all, a word or two relative to the state of man under
.1the fall.
You will bear with me, in dwelling a little upon this gloomy side
· ·of the subject, because the kno\vledge .of it is essential to our setting
.a right value upon a precious Christ. "The whole need 110L a
physican, but they that are sick;" and. so long as a man will not
,believe he is sick, you cannot .persuade him to send for ,a physician.
The poor need assistance; but until you can make a man believe
he is poor, he will not be ready to receive alms at· your hands.
,When he finds he is 'poor, then he is willing to be helped; when he
: finds he. is sick, then he is willing to send for· a physician to attend
him. So, it is not until the sinner of Ad:tm's posterity finds out, feels
.and knows what is his real state under the fall, that he is ready to
, welcome Christ.
You know this was the censure passed upon the
- .church. at Laodicea, "Thbu sayest, I am rich and, increased with
.goods, and have need of nothing; and. knowest not that thou art
·. wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked." There is
language to illustrate the wretchedness ·of man under the. fall"wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked!" These
.are the ,very characters to whom Jehovah's mercy is extended; for it is
written by.the Psalmist, "He raiseth up the poor out of the dust,· and
lifteth the needy 'out of the dunghill, that He may set him with
princes, even with the princes of His people." And the great offence
which the Gospel. of Jesus Christ gives is simply this, that it levels
: man's pride, and insists upon all who receive a precious Christ and the
. fulness of salvation in Him, receiving Him among "the poor !'-,as
utterly destitute.
Let u!> enter for a few moments into pal·ticulars here. Man under
,the fall, according to my text; is "poor." He lis poor indeed; ·in
.the lowest state of degradation. So .poor (mind, I am now speaking
in a spiritual point of view), that he can make no purchase; so
poor, that he can enter into no commerce with God; so poor, that
he ·cannot even provide clothing for himself, except "filthy rags;"
so poor, that he really can get. no wholesome food to eat, and is
like the swine, attempting. to live upon husks, as is said of the poor
prodigal. Perhaps' some of my hearers will not like this degrading
view of things. You must like it, or you must perish for ever, and
I am clear of your blood. You must be brought down to an acknowledgment of this, or you will .never prize a precious Christ. The
great mischief which stands in the way of. men's receiving the
Gospel of Christ is this: they imagine they have. something left
of their own, some inherent power, some small portion of goodness,
something at least of a ruin that they are capable of turning
to account, that they may by the efforts of free will make some use
of in turning to God. Man! thou art poorel' than this. Man! thou

·678

: The Gospel Magazine.

1:
art so poor, that thou never didst taste a crumb of the bread of
life, nor canst thou get it in thy unregenerate state. Man! thou
art so poor, that "all thy righteousnesses are as filthy rags"
before God.
Nor is this all: not' only is man, in his poverty under the fall,
incapable of any commerce with God or any negotiation with Him,
without any clothing but filthy rags, or any bread but husks, but
be it remembered, he is reduced to a ruinous insolvency. This ia
beyond mere poverty j he is not only destitute, but positively owes
"ten thousand talents" of obedience to God's holy law, and an
infinitude of satisfaction to God's inflexible justice, and he can meet
neither. Dost thou know thy state 1 Hast thou found it out, and
felt it'/ Is it really confessed before the footstool of Divine mercy l'
Is it indeed a fact engravenupon thy conscience and melting thy
heart in .contrition, that the law stands up against tp.ee with a " Pay
me that thou owest "-" pay me that thou owest/'demanding "the
uttermost farthing," insisting upon sinless, perfect obedience, and yet
that thou "hast nothing to' pay"-nothing to produce and offer t()
God-entirely insolvent 1 I know that there are some, more roguish
and wicked than the rest of the world, who pretend to a compromi'se,and who really think, poor and ruined as they are, to offer t<>
God what they call a little sincere obedience-(abominable hypoCl'ites 1)-a little sincere endeavour; they are determined to do theirbest, and offer to God all they have and all they can do. Why, my
hearer, all thou hast is sin, and all that thou canst offer to God is
a bundle of sin: very wickedness, for "the carnal mind is enmity
against God," and while His law demands sinlessness in thought,
word, and deed, sinfulnes':l is stamped upon every thought, every
word, and every deed of thy life. Ruinolls insolvency this.
I want to get over this part of the subject as hastily as I can:
I am very anxious· to get "011 high;" nevertheless" we must first:
have a right view of the position in which Jehovah finds us: and
therefore observe that this is owned and ,felt by those only whom
He awakens by His Spirit. Even" the election of grace," as they
lie under the fall, do not knoW' it; agreeable to the text I have just
cited, "And knowest not that 'thou, art wretched and miserable
and poor." My hearer, believe me, it is not only the fact with
regard to the unregenerate, but even many of the regenerate children,
for a length of, time, so low is their experience anq so little their
knowledge, recoil and kick and rebel against the grand doctrines of
grace and the full statement of them, from this one simple aausethey do not know their own case, they do not know, the blackness of
their own condition, they do not know the depths of their own.
depravity, they do not know how low they have sunk, and how
incapable they are of anything that is good and acceptable in the'
sight of God. I am sure of one thing (and I pray the Holy Ghost
to fasten it upon your heart and conscience), that when a man
knows what, his real s~ate is, no language can be too humbling for'
him, and no phraseology can be too strong to set forth the total
1'1lin of man and the infinite preciousness of, Christ. They are the
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two subjects on which 1 have no fear of exaggeration. Say the
blackest 1 can of the ruin and poverty 'of fallen man, 1 cannot go
beyond my Bible-" :Earthly, sensual, devilish j" and slty all 1 will of
my precious and glorious Christ, 1 cannot set Him up so high as my
Father has done; and therefore 1 am in no danger of exaggeration
on either subject.
Oh! the blessedness of the man that is brought to own before
God, deeply feeling, his .poverty and ruin! 1 wonder how many of
my hearers have been with God to-day under this feeling. 1 wonder
how many of you have felt upon your knees in secret (now be honest.
with yourselves) such an utter destitution, not only of merit, but
of power--not .only of power, but of thought-that you have lain
in the presence of God, alone with Him, and sighed out an ardent
concern that you could not "sElnd a thought half way to God j "
obliged to confess, " Not that we are sufficient of ourselves W think
any thing." Have you ever been abashed at the poverty of your
prayers, the poverty of your conversation 1 1 confess before God
I am thoroughly ashamed .of the poverty of my language in preaching Christ j and the feeling with which 1 retired from the pulpit
this moming, after attempting to exalt. my precious Christ, was this
-1 have scarcely uttered a thought 'forthy of His precious name,
1 have only lowered Him. So it is; and we must come down to
our Saviour's statement, ""\Vithout Me ye can do nothing." Poor
and ruined.
One thought more here, on the varied "afflictions," to which my
text refers. Not only poor, but in affliction. Why, say you, surely
to be poor is affliction enough. No: poor, and in affliction too_
What is affliction 1 Why, sometimes (you tell me) it is disease;
and that is one sense of "affliction." And, again (you will tell me),
destitution j and that is another sense of "affliction." And then
(you will tell me), trial and care j and that is another sense of
"affliction." The Lord's people are made to feel it all. If it is
disease, they are leprous within and without jmy Bible declares that
they are nothing but "wounds, and bruises, and putdfying sores"full of disease externally, .and if they look within, "every imagination
of the thoughts of their heart is only evil continually." Moreover,
destitution and privation is reckoned among" afflictions;" if a man,
cannot get common comforts, really lacking bread .to eat, he is in.
"affliction," and 1 would to God ther~ were not so many cases of
this kind as there .are in this literal sense; but look at it in a.
spiritual sense, and see how the soul awakened to a sense of its
poverty >Lnd want feels its destitution. 1 want every promise in my
Bible, and 1 am afraid to touch one; 1 want a who~e Christ, and I am,
afraid to claim a single perfection; 1 want the entire Covenant of grace,.
and 1 am afraid to lay my hand upon a single stipulation. The soul
is really afraid to take hold of one comfort, one promise, contained
in the Gospel, and yet. hungers after them all. That is real "affliction; ".
and a blessed affliction it is. And then observe one thing moreanxieties and cares. Did not these begin when the poor jailer was first
awakened? "Sirs, what mllst 1 do to be saved?" He was brought
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to this point-that he must shortly die (God Almighty bring some ,of
my hearers to it this night I)-that he must shortly go into the
presence of a heart-searching God, and appear before the judgment
seat of Christ, and afraid of condemnation and anxious for salvation
he·cried out, "'What must I do to be saved 7" Here is a man poor
and destitute aQd in affliction.
I pass by a host of things here that would come under the idea
'of ," afflietion," for the sake of time, and just remark how this view
'of things excludes boasting. Oh! I long to be the death of that old
thief, Arminianism; I long to turn him entirely out of doors; I long
to cut off' every vestige of his roguish rags. I long to see the day
when Jesu's Church shall shout the Free-Grace song, and have no
more to do with the Free-Will rebellion. "Where is boasting 7" says
the 'Apostle. If I have nothing, if I can do nothing but sin-if I
am utterly destitute, poor, reduced, under affliction, far from God,
entirely helples~, what can I have to boast of 7 ~here are some (bear
with this illustration before I go to the second head) who are just
like the hypocritical beggars that come to our doors, and begin
to tell a fine tale about their pedigree, and what their circumstances
were, and how well they have been off' in times of YOI:e; I always
set them down for hypocrites at once; and they are just like the
free-willers. " Oh! they have lost a great deal, but they have a fine
pedigree, and they shall do wonderfully well if they can only get it
little help." My hearer, every child of Adam is as entirely destitute
of every thing that can please God, as is the prince of darkness;
nor is there anythIng in man, but sin, rebellion, destitution, poverty,
and ruin.
.
These are the persons that my text speaks of; and now I ,,,ill
show you what grace does for them.
n. These poor ruined sinners, my text says, "He setteth on high."
We saw this morning how our precious Christ, having knowledge of
the Father's name, was set on high; but He Himself " became
poor" (" though He was rich, for your sakes He became poor "), and
therefore, in His exaltation "the poor" was "set on high;'" and
there He lives to attend to those poor sinners I have been describing,
in order to "set them on high." And there are fom' things I
must just mention to you, characteristic of J esu's work in setting
them on high. The first is transformation; that "sets them. on
high." The second is habitation-when He comes td take possession ;
and that" sets them on high." The third is information-when He
teaches them the principle of His Gospel; and that "sets them on
high." And the last is salvation-when He takes them home' to
glory; and that "sets them on high." I must just run through
these four thillgs.
1. First, the transformation of these poor ruined sinners. Are you
prepared, beloved, to admit that I have not exaggerated your case 7
,are you prepared to admit that you really do fill the very, 'character
I have been describing, and are you ready to say, The half has not
been told 1 Come, then; mark what transforming grace does. ~ It
"sets you on high;" according to the text I have just cited, "He
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raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth the needy out of the
dunghill, that He may set him with princes, even with the princes of
His people.'~ Oh! what does transforming grace do for a ruined sinner!
It brings, him out of Satan's slavery, a way from', the drildgery and
tOl'moil "which the love of sin dragged him into', il}lparts' a noble
principle, a capacity to enjoy God, a life Divine in His spirit, by which
he aspires above 'the world and lives in a' new element; and that is
",setting him on high.", Oh! how tremendously low is the position
of man, till mighty grace t~kes possession of the heart! Degradation has overwhelmed all his ,powers and faculties; and the strong,est
of language is employed in Scripture, to mark how low he is fallen.
Job says, that though" vain man would be wise," he is "born like,
a wild ass's colt;" and the Psalmist tells us he is "like 'the beasts
that perish." Again, we are told in the Word of God that he is more
brutalised than an ox or an ass; for says the Prophet, "The ox
knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's 'crib, but Israel ,doth
not know, My people d9th not consider." Every phrase with which
we are familiar is employed by the Holy Ghost in Scripture to show
to what a low state of degradation sin has' reduced the mind of man.
What, then, is the omnipotence of that grace whieh can lift a creature.
reduced so low, up into fellowship with God~into a capacity for, and
realization of, holy intimacy with the Most High-converse spiritually
with the God who" is a Spirit!"
,
',
I pause here one moment to ask whether God has begun to "set
you on high" ,after this manner. There was a time with you, and
so there was with me, when we knew nothing about communion
with God, when we were incapable of it, when we sighed not after
it, when we cared not to realize it; but now, blessed be God, I !lope
there are many among you that can say with me, Through His rich,
discriminating, transforming grace, we are rendered so capable of
enjoying His presence and His smiles and, holding communion, with
Him, that' the deepest sorrow into which we can be plunged is that of
the hiding of His countenance, and the withholding of those joys,
of which we are capable. Now say, poor soul, is not this really the
matter of fact 1 Dost thou know a heavier calamity that can COme
upon thee than the withholding of the joys' which the presence and
the smile of God impart to thee 1 And if it be so, if thou hast this
capacity, t~ou art "set on high." Born in sin--new-born as "sons
and daughters of the Lord Almighty;" conceived in iniquity"begotten again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead;" enslaved from birth-set free by Christ, by.
soul-transforming grace, for "if the Son shall make you free, ye shall
be free indeed;" covered with "filthy rags" and nothing else by
nature-stripped, washed, cleansed, and clothed with "the garments
of salvation" by transformation. This is "'setting on high.",
2. We said that Jehovah sets His people on high in a way of
habitation. And this may be branched out into a two-fold sense;
He inhabits them, and they inhabit Him. It is the province of the
great Eternal to enter and take possession of the heart of man for
Himself. He sets up His throne there, constitutes them His very
3 C
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temples, saying, "I will dwell in them, and walk in them, I will
be their God." "Know ye not, that your bodies are, the temple of the
Holy Ghost, which dwelleth in you 1" That is what I mean by
habitation. Again: of Christ it is said, that this is "the riches of
the glory of the mystery hid from ages and from generations, Christ
in you, the hope of glory." So that the Father deigns to claim
them for His residence, the Son dwells in them by faith, and the
Holy Ghost consecrates them as His temples; is not that "setting
them on high 1" 0 ye temples of the Most High, ye heirs of glory,
ye children of God, ye transformed souls, whom Jehovah deigns to
inhabit, I charge you that ye pollute not the temple of God; I
charge you, that ye defile not the. habitation of the great Eternal,
Remember, you are wholly devoted to God. Let no unclean thing
be suffered there.
Moreover they are "set on high" in this sense of habitation, when
they are brought to inhabit Deity. Say you, " That is surely a bold
phrase." We have got it here " this blessed Book contains it; and we
never wish to set any thing before you without a "Thus saith the
Lord." Mark the Psalmist's prayer, "Be thou my strong habitation,
- whereunto I may continually resort." Is that your religion-a
continual resorting to God 1 Is it not your common practice, you who
are labourers, when your labour is at an end for the day, to resort
to your habitation 1 You who are men of business or commerce;
when your business is at an end, your offices are quitted, as naturally
as possible, to resort to your habitation, to go home to your regular
residence. I would that this were as much the practice of tlie
Christian in a spiritual point of view, with regard to God:'" Whereunto I may continually resort." My hearer, believe me, your
Christianity will soon be at a low ebb, without a continual resorting
to God-a continual taking up a residence in Him. . Do you not
know what. the Apostle John, sp~aking by the Holy Ghost, saith 1
"He that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and God in him." There
is the double habitation in one text, "dwelleth in God, and God in
him." That is Christianity; that is being "set on high." Why, you
know, we are accustomed commonly to say among men, that a man
is getting up in the world, rising in the world, if he has taken a large
house, entered upon an establishment of magnificence and importance:
" Oh! he must be getting on." Let angels, men and devils tllll,
that we are quitting our earthly. dirt-houses, to dwell in God, to
claim a residence in Deity; and then they may rail as they 'like.
"He setteth the poor on high," to dwell in Deity and enjoy God.
3. He "setteth theIr). on high" by way of information; for "it is
written, all thy children shall be taught of the Lord," and then " great
shall be their peace." Now I should be rather sorry, that any ,man
within the circle of my knowledge should adopt and profess what
are commonly described as high doctrines, until God had taught him
them; I well know, that when unregenerate men presume upqn the
knowledge of the great and glorious doctrines of God's discrimip.ating
grace, th~ir lives tarnish the beauty and glory of those doctrines; and
the enemies of the cross take occasion therefrom to blaspheme. I
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tnerefore have no desire that any man should profess to love the
doctrines which God has taught me to preach, until God Himself
teaches him those doctrines; for lam sure he will tarnish them
unless he' does. It is no small gratification to me (though you will
say it is a strange gratification) when I find unregenerate men
despising and maligning the doctrines I preach j by this I know they
are of God. But now mark; when the Lord deigns to set a poor
sinner on high, Ho teaches him what he is himself. He sets him
so high, as to assure him that he is "the called according to God's
purpose j " and being called according to God's, purpose, He' sets him
so 'high, as to assure him that he is "justified from all things, froill'
which he could not be justified by the law of Moses j " and setting
him so in the enjoyment of his justification in the righteousness of
Jesus Christ appropriated by faith, He sets him so high as to enable
him to read his name in the records of His electing love, and enable
him to say, He loved me and gave Himself for me. That is setting the
man on high. He sets him so high, as to give him a view of all
adoption privileges, pertaining to " the sons and daughters of the Lord
Almighty," the free and affectionate gift of God their Father j so that
his pardon, his peace, his comfort, the promises, the privileges of the
Gospel of Christ, the securities, the preservation, the strength,' the
life, the light, the victory, the perseverance, the glorification, all that
the precious Gospel of Jesus Christ sets before him, are all eyed as
his own. He sets him so high by the mighty hand of 'omnipotent
grace, in information, that at last he sets down a kind of inventory'
of his attainments, of his scholastic progress, and says, "Now I learn
the grand scheme of His grace by His teaching; 'whom He d1d
foreknow' (and that is I), 'He also did predestinate j and"whom He
did predestinate, them He also called; and whom He called, them
Re also justified j and whom He justified, them He also glorifiedl;
what shall we, then, say to these things 1 If God be for us, who
<Jan be against us.''' That is setting a man on high. I think that
is rather better ground, rather firmer standing, rather a purer air,
than to set a man in 'the marshy bogs of ifs and buts and pemdventures,
and to set before him a hard task to perform, certain 'penances to do"
certain repentings and prayers and believings and doings of the creature'
to perform, if peradventure he may earn the favour 6f God. Blessed:
be God, I have done with that low ground a long time; I never wish
to return to it. Since the Holy Spirit has set me on high, I rather
l;ejoice in the infallibility of Divine purposes, the omnipotence of
Divine love, the eternity of Divine provision, ,the inexhaustible fulness
of a Divine covenant, the responsibility 'of a covenant Head, the
everlasting oneness between Himself and the mystical members of
His body. That is "setting a man on high j " 'one with Christ,
married' to Christ, united to Christ, living upon the fulness of Christ,
feeding upon Him by faith. Yea, so high, that his life is not his own,
but Christ living in him: "I live," says 'the Apostle, "yet not I, but
Christ liveth in me."
Further: when Jehovah sets His people on high; let it be remembered
that the instruction is sure to be part of the,' enjoymep,t. High in'
3 c 2
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privilege, high in assurance, high in intimacy with God, high in
exultation, until taking his standing upon the summit of' the, rock,
he can sing, "Thanks be to God, who :alway causeth us to triumph
in Christ!" 'Oh! how high he gets! 1 am sure 1 am too low yet; 1
am sure, with all they say of my being' too high, 1 am constrained to
~ry out with the poet,' "Raise me higher: "
" And yet how far from thee I lie!
, Dear Jesus, raise me higher."
i

The Psalmist gives us a most interesting view of the bi~h standin~
of these poor ruined sinners, ,that, Jehovah, hus set up on high. H~
calls them saints, represents them as upon' the. Rock of Ages, anc;l
says, There they are, upon their eniinence, above the .world, set, up
on high principles, high ground, and high enjoyment; and so :glorious,
is their exaltation even on earth, that "the high praises of God are
in their mouth, and a two-edged sword in their hand." po observe:
their, position.
"The 'high pra.ises of God in their mouth;" "I
will sing of Thy loving~kindness in the morning, and Thy faithfulness.
every night, "Ye shall have a song in the night." And the ,Cl twoedged sword" is this pre80us Book, which cuts two way.s; it wounds,
and it heals; it asserts Jehovah's· honour, and it points out the way
for 'transgressors to esc!\'pe. This is the position they occupy. '
, _.Take 'one view now of the whole in the Psalmist's own experience.
Says he, ",He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out ,of
the miry clay;" that was I:' affiiction," .was it not 1 And what ,then,
David 1 Why," He set my feet upon a rock," But would not,the
side of the rock do, or the foot of it 1 No, upon it. And what
follows 1 "He established my goings;" that is "setting him up on
high." "And He hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise
unto our God."· There, you see, he gives the whole history of his
own' experience in one sentence; that low as sin had reduced: him,
and utterly destitute, as·Jehovahfound him, when, He met him ,by
His grace, He "set him on high," and "put a new song, in his.
mouth." And 1 do wish here for a moment to drop all figUl;,e, and
expostulate with my ,hearers upon' the scriptural nature of,. this
statement. 1 ask, is there a portion in the whole Word of Go,d that
warrants, .authorises, encourages, that poor,' low, meagre, _miserable
sort of religion, that makes men go about with their heads Il].anging
down 'as .if they, were under sentence of death 1 1 ,ask tpe most
cOnsummate free-willer in the world" and. the most fond of what they
call low' ground, if they can find me a warrant in the W:Ol:d of God
for any such experience, to, be encouraged among those, whom ,God
has made alive-those whom He has taken possession of for Himself.
l cannot ,find it. ,I 'can find a number of most precious portions which
J,Ilark the: believer "set on, high." " Let' us come boldly unto the
throne' of grace:" very high. I can find J ob saying, amid all his
poverty and affiiction, "Oh! that, I knew where ,1 might find Him!
I would come even to His seat;" and that is very high. I can find,
the ,Psalmist shouting, "The Lord is my rock and my fortress a~d
my Deliverer, my God, my strength in whom I will trust, my buckler
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apd the horn of my salvation and my high tower;" that is very high.
"He setteth the poor on 1?igh from affliction." How high 1 Abov:e
the reach of the curse, which shall never touch him; above the power
of Satan, which shall never ruin him; above the reigning influence
of sin, which "shall not have dominion over him;" above the
p'ossibility of being banished from His presence, for "Israel shall be
saved in the Lord with an everlasting salvation." This is the way
God sets His people on high, instructing them in the mysteries of His
Word, and giving,them to partake the joys that are con~ined therein.
4. I have neither time nor strength to say much more, and therefore
shall not detain you, long with the remaining idea . ," He setting the
poor on high," in the salvation that is consummate,d with eternal
glory. Oh 1 what a mercy, that Jehovah never leaves. His work
unfinished! He does nothing by halves. So surely (troubled, trembling
soul, mind this; 0 Holy,Ghost, apply it to such a soul ;)-so surely as
He has touched thy ,heart, and made thee to hate sin and loathe
thyself, to feel thy poYerty and plead with Him for riches, so surely
He has determined. to set thee upon His throne; He has. determined
to place thee by His side; He has determined that thou shalt have
" a name and a place better than that of sons or of daughters;" He
has determined that thou shalt dwell in ,His presence for ever. ,Tell
me no more of Jehovah being deceived: a pretty thougl~t indeed,:
where is His infallibility 1 Tell me no more of His sheep being plucked
out of His hand; where is His omnipotence. Tell me no more of ,the
objects of· His love being taken from His ,presence; where is His
Word, and where His' honour 1. Our souls rejoice in the thought
that salvation, is the certain portion of every soul that God ml,lkes
to feel its poverty, and to be willing to accept of His salvation; and
that. is taking very low ground.

":My ,soul 'anticipates the d~y,

~,

When all the ground beneath my
.
feet '
Shall yield at length to fiery
flames.
My soul anticipates the scene,
When having nothing left on
earth, .
And flutt'ring from its cage to
"leave
The tenement below, 'twill rise
Through worlds unknown, and
penetrate
I

'

'The pearly gates, appear before
The throne, pass through the
shining ranks
Of angels, take its seat on high,
Where Jesus bath prepar'd &
place.
,
There iJ1. eternal day, amidst
The air of love Divine, and' still
Surrounded with His angel host,
Amidst ten thousand bloodbought souls
"
I'll sing away eternity,
To glorify His name."

For ," He, setteth the poor on high from affliction."
,
Be this our solace, our union with that precious Christ, who is
already. exalted. And may He now command His blessing upon, Hili
Word, for His name's sake.
CHRIST loved money so little that He had but one thief, and He
made him His purse-bearer.-Toplady.
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GOLIATH; OR, THE WEAKNESS OF GOD STRONGER TH.AN
MEN.

A

STUDY.-By THE EDITOR•

.. The tveaknessof G~d is stronger than men."-l CORINTHIANS i. 2.5..
W:HAT . is "weakness 7" It is the minimum of strength.
Thus our
text affirms the fact that the lowest measure of the strength of the
living God is more potent than "men "-not, it should be noted,
merely stronger than a man, but stronger than men, .that is, than
men considered collectively, and in the assertion of his combined
resources. If, for instance, we take "men" at the height ·of their
collective rebellion immediately before the flood, what do we' see 7
What was then the efficient agent of man's destruction 7 Why,
water; the weakest element in the natural or physical kingdom. An
aggregation of rain-drops, sufficed, as a Divine instrument, to sweep
the guilty world of the children of men into the vortex of just
destruction! What, too, shall we ·say of Sodom and Gomorrah and
the other cities of the Plain 7-what were they,~nd what their
iniquity when the simple element of fire was divinely commanded
to do its work 7 And, again, when the Covenant God of Israel had
a salvation to effect for His national people, what was the feeble·
instrument He designedly selected to use in their behalf 7 Did He
not summon the invisible, intangible atmosphere, and 10, a mighty
wind rent the Red Sea into two parts, so that a ., way" was opened up
for the redeemed people to pass through, whilst withal the same aerial
element by the fiat of J ehovah, its Maker, refused to be the servant
of Pharaoh and his host, and withdrew its miraculous influence so
that they were swallowed up in utter destruction. It is, then, the
glory of the Almighty Jehovah to employ the weakest and basest of
means in order to effect His. grandest purposes" in order that no flesh
may boast in His holy presence. This procedure becomes Him well.
Of none of His attribute~, it would appear from Scripture, is the
Living God more jealous than of His power. "Power belongeth
unto God." No greater affront can be done His Divine Majesty than
that allY of His creatures should dare to lift up a hand against His
omnipotence. Yet, alas! there is no sin more common to our apostate
condition than that of opposing the presumptuous resources of man
against' the Infinite sUfficiency of the Most High. This -madness of
corrupt human nl\ture was, probably, never more defiant in its activity
than at the present time. The deification of the reason and intellect
of Adam's race is _the distinguishing claim of this Antichristian age.
Leading spirits in the several departments of Theology, Literature~
and Science now openly question and deny Jehovah's absolute
sovereignty over matter and mind-not a few of these, who would
themselves be "as gods," logically arriving at the conclusiom-the
premises being accepted-that there is no other God than the
creature, man himself! The much to be commiserate4 classes calling
themselves Agnostic and Nihilistic-bear witness, in the very titles
they have chosen whereby to designate themselves, that the pride
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of intellect has now organized and arrayed its forces against the
one living and true God. Perhaps it is well that the kingdom of
darkness· should thus stand before heaven and earth in unveiled
rebellion and antagonism. This, at any rate, we have learned from
thl'l written r!'lcords of the past, that whenever the Almighty Creator
and Sovereign Ruler of the Universe has manifested his judgmentpower it has always followed on the culmination of ' human sin and.
lawlessness. 'l'he. Scripture which declares, "He that being often
reproved, hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and
that without remedy," is equally applicable to the children of men
~t,large and to an individual.
Thus it was in the case of the entire
human family (excepting 'Noah and his kindred) for 120 years
.preceding the universal judgment, by water. And thus the Lord
Jesus has told us it shall be in the closing years of this present
dispensation. "As the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming
of the Son of Man be." We may notice also in the lxxiii. Psalm
how solemnly the Holy Spirit speaks both of the blasphemous oppositions
of ungodly men, and of their own certain destruction, "They set
their mouth against the heavens: and their tongue walketh through
the earth. Therefore His people return hither; and waters of a full
cup are wrung out to them. And they say, How doth God know 1
And is there knowledge in the Most High 1 . . .• When I thought to
know this, it was too painful for me, until I went into the sanctuary
of .God; then understood I their end. Surely Thou didst set them
in slippery places: Thou castedst them down into destruction. How
are lthey brought into desolation as in a moment! they are utterly
consumed with terrors. As a dream when one awaketh, so, 0 Lord,
when Thou awakest, Thou shalt de8pise their image."
Moreover, the Scriptures of truth r~veal that the ordinary way of
the Lord, while letting the wickedness and lawlessness of the world
head itself up and ripen in open shamelessness and defiance ere He
overtake it in condign judgment, is likewise to put His own
believing people to the severest tests of fidelity and patience before
accomplishing for them the salvation He has promised. These two
crises are again and again divinely joined together in the history of
God's church. and the world. It is good and profitable, therefore,
that in these last days of religious declension and abounding infidelity
the household of faith should be reminded of this leading principle in
the all-wise government of our God. And what more pointed and
helpful example is furnished throughout the sacred volume than that
scene in the reign of king Saul, when the hosts of Philistia defied
the armies of the living God, and the heart of the Hebrew nation
trembled and was convulsed, from the throne to the dungeon 1
Truly, the ways of our own God are past finding out. "It is
~he glory of God," says Solomon, "to conceal a thing." God
is His own interpreter. His way is in the sea, His path is in the
great waters. Can His footsteps, .by reason's searching, be found out 1
We ponder the wondrous purposes of His grace, and our hearts only
find vent in reverential adoration. "Oh, the depth! "-standing on
the shore of His infinite wisdom and knowledge, and silently admiring
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it,' rather than presumptuously entering into it.
Thus,' let me
observe, as I pass on, He is pleased to educate His children' in the
mysteries of FIis fatherly sovereignty, calling their faith'into more
implicit exercise, a:rid bringing theni to subscribe to His absolute and
gracious counsel without any independent will of their own. And is
not this very shade of fatherly mystery the highest joy of God~s poor
and needy people, w1;lp are taught by bitter experience (as well as
by, the Word) that they possess no true wisdom or strength of their
own 7 For that holy concealment. of His ways and resources on
the part of. the Covenant-pledged God of the Church' is assuredly
the never-fl1 iling spring of' their consolation, when they remember
that ()louds, and thick clouds, are round' about Him, the establishment
of whose royal throne'is righteousness and justice. Can He possibly
err or stray to whom the darkness and the' light are both alike 7
What to Hirn,are the mists, and shado,,~s, and gloom that so often beset
the goings of His pilgrim saints while they journey onwards through
this present evil world 7 What to Him were the defiant' armies of
Philistia, whim in Judah ,they mustered their 'mighty forces-near the
Valley of Elah-and for forty days watched, in a spirit of infidel
defiance, the warrior tribes of the Hebrews in Ephes-dammim,
between Shochoh and Azekah 7
'
Brethren in Chris!;,' it refreshes our spirits and shames our many
fears and .sinflll forebodings to trace the good himd of the Lord our
God on that memorable occa~ion. We se,e in it all illustration of
how the" weakness" of our adorable, promise-keeping God is stronger
than men-:-than men at tqeir best, than men when mightily energised
by the prince of darkness, and lured on by that great adversary of
God unto the utmost lengths of profanity, lawlessness, and rebellion.
For forty days, let it be remembered, the giant of Gath; Goliath
(or the exile) by name, appeared morning and evening, clad in heaviest
mail, and preceded by an armour-bearer, to challenge to single
,combat any representative of the cause of Israel, the conflict to be
fought out in full presence of the opposing hosts. This champion of
the enemies of, God, probably some ten-and-a-half feet in stature; the
wpight of whose military coat was nearly two hundred-weight, whose
'spear or .lance was like' a weaver's b'eam, its iron head weighing
nearly twenty-four pounds, was a descendant, most likely, of the
ancient Anakims of whom we, read in Joshua xi. 21, that after the
conquest ," there was none of the Anakims left in the land of 'the
children of Israel, only in Gaza, Gath, and in Ashdod there remained."
'These three cities beloriged to the Philistines, and among them sti'll
lingered a remnant 'of the nation, now exiles (as the name Goliath
implies), of whom the evil spies of the land of Canaan had four
hundred 'years before, reported: "We saw there the' giants, S011S of
Anak, which come of the gia;nts; and we were in our own sight as
grasshoppers, and' so we were in their sight" (Numbers xi,i'i. '33).
The survival of a ,remnant of this' colossal race until the reign of
Saul was, no doubt, divinely, intended to remind ,Israel of what sort
of adversaries their forefathers found ip Canaan, whom God subdued
for them, as well as that again the Lord might win for Himself glory
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and honour by their defeat.' Note we now the pride and rage of
the mighty Anak, as expressed in the stout challenge which from day
to day he uttered while walking in the confidence of his terrible
presence between the two armies :-" Why are ye come out to set
your' battle in array 1 Am not I a Philistine, and ye servants to
Saul 1 Choose you a man for you, and let him come down to me.
n he be able to fight with me and to kill me, then will we be your
servants; but if I prevail against him, and kill him, then shall ye
be our servants, and serve us. And: the Philistine said, T defy the
armies of Israel ·this day: give me a man, that we may fight
together" (1 Sam. xvii. 8-10). Thus art, nature, and the pride. of the
flesh were found in trinity, combined against the trembling people of
Israel. " Saul" himself, we are told, "and all Israel heard those
words of the Philistine, were dismayed and greatly' afraid." In
Goliath we have presented for our observation one of the most potent
of Satan's princes that ever defied the living God by despising and
deriding His dependent people. Yet, alas, we do not find that king
Saul in this extremity fled to the Lord, or attempted' to' lead his
people to the Most High in this terrible national difficulty. What
more sorrowful sight, I may here ask, can any nation present when
God's judgments are loose in their midst, than that of entertaining no
thought of the God of the whole earth, while looking alone to mere
armies and navies for their safety 1-poor, broken reeds, indeed, unless
God Himself go forth with the host. Thus it was at that crisis in
the history of Israel. The heart of Saul had lifted itself up againllt
the Lord, and the fatal sentence had already been uttered by the
prophet Samuel concerning him iri the matter of his sparing the
Amalekites: "Rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness
is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thon hast rejected the Word of
the Lord, He hath also rejected thee from being king." Saul sat,
therefore, at that time, on a tottering throne. He was no longer a
true and faithful representative of the mind and counsel of God
concerning Israel. This fact, consequently, may well explain his
utter dismay in presence of the' defiant champion of Philistia, backed as
he was by the invading heathen hosts. For the time being, it was the
will of Him who knew the end from the beginning to leave Saul and. his
advisers to their own earthly resources. When men choose to-"do without the Lord; and to take a free-will course in the face of His commandments, they always -in the issue are brought to a dead pass. Six
long weeks of shame and disgrace were therefore appointed unto Saul
and his army. Not all the well marshalled regiments of the national
army of Israel could furnish one heart graciously stout enough' to
face, in Jehovah's Name, the insulting man of Gath~ Such was the
moral disgrace under which, at that crisis, the cause of the chosen
people lay, and such was the desperate national condition. of those
over whom the anointed, but now rejected, son of. Kish ruled, when
the' Lord mercifullv' remembered the Covenant that He sware unto
His servant Abrah~m, and put to His mighty haI:\d of deliverance,
lest the honour of His great Name should suffer,. and lest His foes
should wickedly seize a triumph. Our God, brethren, is never too
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late in appearipg for His own people. His glory is, as has been
already said, to conceal a thing-the thing which He decrees-until
His purpose is ripe for performance.
"Deep in unfathomable mines
Of never'failing skill
He treasures up His.bright designs,
And works His sovereign will."
In this case, the secret resources of our God possesed an instrument
which, though base in itself, and weak in the estimation of man,
was fully aqual to the m.omentous work needing to be divinely done.
Israel's wisdom had utterly failed-Israel's. strength Was evident
weakness, Israel's glory had· all but departed-and the strength of
men, of men of evil intentions and defiant boldness had triumphantly
confronted the. terrified ranks of Saul's army.
It was at this critical moment that the hidden ways of God became
manifest. Now it was that His unstraitened stores must yield their
sufficient supplies to the Covenant people, and the great Name of the
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob be honoured in the sight of the
Dagon worshippers of Philistia.
A shepherd boy, in charge of his father's flocks at Bethlehem, is
the divinely ch01len deliver of Israel, and the appointed instrument
of showing to all the world that "the weakness of God is stronger
than men." David, the youngest of Jesse's sons, had three brothers,
followers of Saul. These were now encamped with the Israelitish
army in the face of the Philistine invaders. It was laid upon the
heart of Jesse to send his youngest son, to inquire after Eliab, Abinadab,
and Shammah, and to take them provisions from home. " J esse said
unto David his son, Take now for thy brethren an ephah of this
parched corn, and these ten loaves, and run to the camp to thy
brethren; and carry these ten cheeses unto the captain of their
thousand, and look how thy brethren fare, and take their pledge"
(1 Sam. xvii. 17, 18). Let it be well observed that this journey was
not undertaken by· David with any thought beyond that of fulfilling
his father's commission. It was no visit of curiosity, although Eliab,
his eldest brother, presently charged him with having so come down: "I
know thy pride, and the naughtiness (If thy heart; for thou art come
down that thou mightest see the battle.r' To whom David meekly
replied, "What have I now done 1 Is there not a cause 1" The
hand of God was in the matter-moreover, David was in the path of
obedience, and the event abundantly vidicated the integrity of the
young Bethlehemite. For 10, while David is yet in the camp, Goliath
steps out into the open space between the two pitched armies, and
renews his defiant challenge in the hearing of J esse's youngest
son. In . that terrible form, however, David sees only an insolent
enemy of Jehovah-one whom the" weakness of God" was abundantly
able to lay low, and evermore degrade'in the sight of heav.en and
earth. Two things specially fired the heart of David with, holy
indignation: one, that the proud challenger was uncircumcised, a
stranger to God, and out of Covenant with Him; the other, that
the challenged ones were the armies of the living God, devoted to
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Him, employed by Him,and .for Him, so that 'the affronts to them
reflected upon the Lord Himself, and. that gracious David could not
endure. The heavy discouragements which had for six long weeks
daunted the unbelieving hearts of. Saul and his advisers were not
suffered to shake the faith of the shepherd youth, He inquired particularly into the matter, viewed the bearings of the case in the light of
God's honour,looked not to any arm of ·flesh for patronage or support,
but relying only on the abundant reSOUrces of Him whose servant and
instrument he was, declared his heart to Saul himself, saying, " Let
no heart fail ,because of him; thy servant will go and fight with
this Philistine." What though Saul-wholly setting aside God, and
the sufficiency of His arm-reason against the faith of the young
Hebrew 1 He had a book of experience to which he could readily
turn; he' had already proved in his youthful following of the living
God that" none of them that trust in Him shall be desolate." "Thy
servant kept his father's sheep, and there came a lion, and a bear,
and took a lamb out of the flock ; and I went out after him, and
smote him, and delivered it out of his mouth; and when he arose
against me, I caught him by his beard, and smote him, and slew him.
Thy servant slew both the lion and the bear; and this uncircumcised
Philistine shall be as one of them, seeing he hath defied the armies
of the living God." David said, moreover, "The Lord that delivered
me out of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear,
He will deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine." Experience
of God's past mercies are very precious .to the saints when they are
brought face to face with fresh troubles. 'I'o "remember," with
gratitude and praise, "the years of the right hand" of (our) God, fellow
believers, is a sure way of obtaining renewed tokens of the faithfulness
of our heavenly Father. Poor reason is suffered no place-her voice
is .silenced-in presence of the known and seen achievements of Divine
power and grace in the past.. Saul's armour does not fit well on the
shoulders of faith. The Lord's battles are not fought with such
weapons as worldly wisdom would select. .Armour and weapons may
be forthcoming from a royal alsenal, but the child of God whose
faith endures, because it serves Him who is invisible,.prefers to have
nothing to do with them, even at the cost of being accounted a fool.
It was.in the strength of a Spirit-wrought confidence-of confidence
in Jehovah Himself, therefore, that. the anointed David. (for David
had already been officially set apart by Samuel as the future king
of Israel) stepped forth into the Valley of Elah (curse), nothing more
in the eyes of the rival hosts than a shepherd boy, carrying. his
country staff, five smooth stones. ina small bag, ,and his accustomed
sling in his hand. Doubtless the men of Israel looked upon him with
pity and fear; while the disdainful eyes of the' Philistines feasted
upon his defenceless form as that of one who, in the blasphemous
language of their champion, would speedily be given to the beasts of
the earth, and to the carrion fowls of the air. The Philistine might
curse the godly young Hebrew in the name of Dagonand his other
false deities, and make sport and mockery of his weapons-" Am I a
dog, that thou comest to me with staves 1" but an invisible hand
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covered the head of David in this momentous conflict. The mailed giant,
,with all, Philistia besides, must learn that '~the. ,veakness of God is
stronger than' men," and that" the ,Lord knoweth how to'deliver the
godly out of temptatiotls.'~Never were more lofty or more true words
uttered by human lips, than those which' the Bethlehemite stripling
now addressed to his giant foe: "'fhis day will Jehovah ,deliver thee
,into mine hand; and I will smite thee, and take thine head from
thee; and, I will give the carcases of the hostll' of the Philistines
·this day unto the fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts of the
'earth,that all the' earth may know that there is, a God in Israel.
.And.all 'this assembly shall know that the Lord saveth not with sword
·and spear; for the battle is the Lord's, and He will give you into
our hands." God is All and in all in these ,few last words. The
battle is the Lord's. No sooner had Davidspoken, .than he runs
towards the haughty blasphemer. ., It is cold courage (says BISHOP
HALL) that stands only upon defence." As a man that saw 110 cause
of .fear,David flies upon the monster, and with 'a stone out of his
bag, smites him in the forehead-the only exposed part of his bodyexposed probably in scorn to the sling and the stone.. The vast
.' forehead was a fair mark" but the world's doctrine of "chance"
pointed to the possibility of the pebble's miscarriage., But there
.is no "chance" in the ways of God towards those whose hearts are
.through grace right ,vith Him.. An infallible Providence directed
the smooth stone from the hand of David deep into the brazen brow
of Goliath, and there lay the almost lifeless, colossal form of the
champion, a pitiable spectacle of God-conquered'manhood, a world-wide
warning to human boasting, and creature pride. As BISHOP. HALT,
quaintly observes: "There no~v lieth the great defier of Israel,
grovelling and 'grinning in de~th;, .and is not suffered to deal, one
blow for his life; and bites the unwelcome earth for indignation that
he dies' by the hand of a shepherd., Earth and hell show him
· betwixt them; such is the end of insolence and presumption! 0
God, what is flesh and blood to Thee, which .canst make a pebble
stone stronger than a giant; and, when Thou wilt, canst, ,by the
weakest means, strew Thy enemies in the, dust!" The sword of
Goliath itself petfected the victory oUaith on that eventful day, and
·David bore the head of the Chief into the 'presence of ;the King,
while the'dismayed multitudes of the Philistines fled-blit· in vainbefore the pursuing armies of Israel.
What, now, shall we say to these things, dear people of Godl?
Shall we not seek like 'grace with David to fight ithe good fight
of faith, and have' always in glad remembrance that neither Satan
'nor the world in all their strength can prevail against that, Church
which is built on Christ, the Rock of Ages?
GOOD works are the effect, not the ca1.fse of God's l~ve.~Romaine.·
THE ·glory of the first creation was the image of God in the human
soul.~Howels.
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THE ASHLEY DOWN ORPHANAGES, .BRISTOL.
THE allIlu'~l report of the Lord's ~ork in cOllIlection with the,
" New Orphan Houses and Other Objects of the Scripture Kno,,:ledge'
Institution for Home and Abroad," founded by the late Mr. GEORGE
MULL"l'R, has been published recently by his son-in-law and succe~sor,
Mr. JA~~ES WRIGHT., The home-taking of the beloved servant of Christ,
whose life of faith and prayer has left a permanent impress for
good on the universal Church of God, adds, of course, a special
interest to the report of the work., And in the hope that the
Orph,anages may derive increased. help from our readers, we make
an extended extract from Mr. WRIGHT'S deeply inter,esting Narrative
of Facts (Messrs.,T. Nisbet and Co~, London; ,price 3d.) Mr. WRIGHT
says:My beloved father-in-law, Mr. GEORGE MULLER, who was the
instrument in the hand of God in founding, and for 64 years carrying on this .Institution, had,. a week or two before .his departure to
be with Christ, begun to prepare the manuscript for, the present
Report, the. fifty-ninth issued since the year 1834. What he had
written will be found on pages 9 and 10, under the heading, "Supplies
for the School-Bible-Missionary-and .Tract Fund, sent in an,swer
to prayer.. Letters from Donors, Practical Remarks, &c." He, had
written what. is ,given under this heading down to the .date "September 21st," when, probably in the afternoon of March the 9th
last, he laid down his pen,not knowing that he had finished this
part of his service for the Lord.
In the evening of that day (Wednesday) he took part in the
usual, meeting for prayer held in the Orphan House No. 3;. retired
at the usual hour to rest, and early. on the following morning (the
10th of March) alone, in his bedroom, breathed his last, realizing,
what had long been with him a joyous anticipation, namely, that "to
depart and to be with Christ is far better." At t,,;o o'clock in
the afternoon of that day the helpers again assembled in the room,
where, on the. previous evening, he had, in our presenc~, pour~d
out his soul in prayer to our .God and:Father, committing (as he
little knew) for the last time the whole work and all the workers
to the faithful care of the living God.
In our first prayer-meeting, after the decease of the hUl;nan, guide
whom all of us' so loved and revered, no fear. as to the future was
permitted to distract our hearts. By God's grace our minds. were
kept "in perfect peace,"-bec,allse "stayed upon Him." And thus
it has been, without intermission, ever s,ince, until the .present hour;
the only difference being that the constant proofs of His presence
with us, and His power, love and tender care toward us, have con,
finned our faith in Himself.'
It is written (Job. xxvi. 7), "He hangeth the earth upon nothing;"
that is, on no visible support. And so we exult in the fact tpat
"The Scriptural Knowledge Institution. for Home and Abroad"
hang~, as it has ever hung, since' its commencement, now more
than 64 years ago, "upon nothing "-that is, upon no VISIBLE sup·
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port. It hangs \Ipon no human patron, upon no endowment or
f,undedproperty, but solely upon the good pleasure of the' Blessed
God.
.
The reader will observe that, in almost the last words he ever
wrote (see pages 9 and 10), Mr. MULLER reiterated what he' had so
often stated before, that his chief purpose in seeking to found this
Institution was' to emphasize the truth that this God is the "living
God," and that now, in the 19th century, He listens to and delights
to answer ·the prayers of His children. Like the Apostle Peter,'
Mr. MULLER was desirous that "after his decease" the Church of
God should have these things" always in remembrance;" hence the
language of his "last Will," which is as follows:"I,GEORGE MULLER, Minister of the Gospel, and Founder and
Director of the Five New Orphan Houses on Ashley Down, Bristol,
England, erected and fitted up for the accommodation of 2,050 Orphan
Boys and Girls bereaved of both parents by death, and for 112
assistants and servants, declare that this document is my: last Will
(setting aside all former Wills) which I am now writing. I direct
that the Orphan Houses on Ashley Down be carried on after my
decease on the same principles on which I founded them in 1835,
and that Mr. JAMES WRIGHT, who for more than ,37 years has been
one of my principal assistants, and whom I appointed .in' the year
1872 to be Assistant Director with me, be after my decease the
sole Director of the Five Orphan Houses on· Ashley Down. It is
my particular wish that the Five New Orphan Houses on Ashley
Down continue to be Homes for destitute boys and girls who have
been bereaved of both parents by death and who are legitimate
children, and that such Orphans only be received into these Five
Houses. I direct flU~therthat Mr. JAMES WRIGHT be my sole Executor
of this my last Will. I also appoint Mr, JAMES WRIGH1' my' heir
of all I possess in the way of personal or real estate, whether
already actually in my hands or due to Die by Will not yet carried
out and matured. All my apparel, furniture, books, linen, everything
I have to go to him at my' decease. The various branches of the
Scriptural Knowledge Institution fOl- Home and Abroad, which for
twenty-two years we have jointly carried on, namely, S0hools, viz.,
Day Schools and Sunday Schools for Poor Children; the ch'culation of the Holy Scriptures for the benefit of the poor especially;
Missionary operations; and :the circulation of Religious publications especially for gratuitous circulation; these various branches
of work w.hich Mt. WRIGHT, and I have jointly carried on
for twenty-two years, he, no doubt, will carry on alone after my
death. All the property connected with the Five New Orphan
Houses on Ashley Duwn is vested in the hands of eleven Gentlemen
whom I have chosen as Trustees, and the deeds are enrolled in
Chancery. I have written this my last Will or Testament with my
own hand, and now in finishing it I cannot help admiring God:s
wondrous grace in' bringing me to the knowledge of the Lord Jesus
\vhen I was an entirely careless and thoughtless young man twenty
years and five weeks old, and that He has 'kept me in His fea-rand
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truth for sixty~nine years and four months, allowing me the great
honour for so long a time of serving Him. And now in the prospect
6f eternity I confess that my only hope of salvation is faith in'the
merits and in the at,oning death of my precious, adorable Lord Jesus
Christ. I sign this my last Will before two witnesses, both of whom
are present at the same time. Ashley Down, Bristol, March sixteenth,
One thousand eight hundred and ninety-five (1895).
GEORGE MULLER."
For the glory of God, whose grace made Mr. MULLER what he was,
I record,the fact that his Personal Estate was sworn at £160 9s.4d.
consisting of books and household furniture valued at £100 6s., and
money in his possession on the day of his death £60 3s. 4d. During
his life he received by the gifts of God's children and by legacies for his
own absolute use, tens of thousands of pounds, but he counted it his
joyful privilege to regard the whole as committed to his stewardship,
and hence he never laid up any pecuniary pl,'ovision for the future,
either for himself personally, or for any member of, his family, but
sought to "lay up treasure in heaven" by expending it in spreading in
various ways the knowledge of God's truth, or in ministering to the
necessities of the poor, " especially to those of the household of faith."
Accompanying the Will (given above in extenso), which was signed
on March 16th, 1895, was a private letter to myself dated fourteen
months later, namely, May 13th, 1896, in which he desires me to
make known his particular desire that those who minister the Word
of God may be led to bring before their hearers the deep importance
of systematic giving for the work of God, in proportion to the amount
with which He is pleased to entrust His children.
.
As if to show His delight in the life·testimony of His departed
servant, and to confirm that testimony by a signal act of favour
towards the Institution he had so long directed, it ple~sed God, within
about a month of my father-in-Iaw's decease, to give me one of the
most striking answers to long continued prayer which I ever experienced.
To enable the reader to appreciate its importance, I must refer, briefly,
to some facts in the past history of "The Scriptural Knowledge
Institution." In the report for the year 1872 Mr. MULLER announced
that he had associated me 'with himself in the direction of the Institution,
and that he had also nominated me to become his successor 'in its
direction, in the event of his decease. Three years later he commenced
the Missionary Tours, which formed the principal part of his labour for
the Lord during seventeen subsequent years. When,' over seventy
years of age, he began to encounter the exposure and fatigues of
voyages to the Antipodes, and in two successive years faced the'
extremes of temperature in St. Petersburgh and Calcutta! my
beloved wife (his only child) and I began to realize how uncertain,
humanly speaking, was hil;l precious life; and how, any day, we might
find that the direct responsibility of the Institution had come to
rest upon our shoulders.. Under these circumstances we had only one
resource j we "cast. our burden on the Lord." Again and again our
united pray~r was that the Lord would be pleased to raise up some
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servant of His who would be able and willing (in the event of our
departure) toshare with me the labour and responsibility
of the, work. More or less, this was our conatant united prayer for,
the 1;lappy years we laboured together. After the 10th January.,
1890, when my loved one went to her Lord, I continued alone, t()
'," seek unto God" for the long asked and waited for: blessing, ~
congenial sharer, of my labours and responsibilities.
In 1895
(January 13th) Mr. MULLER became a second time a widower, and I
began to 'unite with him in daily private prayer concerning all
matters affecting the welfare of the Institution. Latterly his mind
became impressed with the importance of the will of God being clearly
manifested as to a fellow-labourer with myself in the over-sight of
the work.
In August of last year, Mr. MULLER had attacks of heart weakness,
which he evidently understood to indicate the approaching end of his
~ervice on earth, for one day he remarked to his medical attendant, in
connection with the irregularity of his pulse, "It means death!"
During the six or seven months that we were still permitted to have
the cheer of his joyous and triumphant spirit with us, his prayer
becar:nfiJ more frequent, when we were together, that God would
manifest His choice of "a man" who should be, my helper. But no
name escaped his lips. He was never led to drop a word from which I
could gather that he had even thought of anyone as the one in whom
our prayers would find their answer.
,
After the 10th March, when, for the first 'time, I realized as a.
fact what I had looked forward to for twenty-six years as a possible,
and, during the later portion of this time, as a probable issue, it can be
well understood with what increased earnestness I urged my petition
that our gracious, tenderly pitiful Father in heaven would answer the
prayers of so many years, and set before me, unmistakably, the man
of His choice.
I had not much longer to wait: about two weeks later i became
assured that it was the will of God that I should invite a brother
in Christ, Mr. G. FREDERIC BERGIN, to join me in the work. One
thing which at first struck me as an, insuperable difficulty, and
which, I think, had hitherto prevented my ever' thinking ot him as
eligible for the service, was that he had for, twenty-four years been
engaged in Pastoral, labour in the Church, and seemed to become,
day by day, more needful to the Lord's flock, in this capacity of
under-shepherd. But it wa's brought to my mind that, sixty-four
years ago, Mr. MULLER, himself, had been placed in a very similar
position; and that he, then, deliberately judged that, in consideration.
of the blessing to the Church of Christ at large, which he believed
the Institution he had been led to establish would prove, he was
justified in retiring in a great measure from a personal attention to
the needs of a local Church. I could not fail to see how thoroughly
subsequent events had proyed that, in this decision, he had been
guided of God: and I thought, may it not be the will of God that
Mr. BERGJN should be brought to the, same conclusion 1 'At the end
of another week I felt· free to go forward; I had been intimately
belo~ed father's
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. acquainted with my beloved friend for twenty-five years. Our hearts
had become closely united through deep sympathy with each other
~n family joys .and sorrows.
:We had worked, shoulder to shqulder"
in the work of the ,Church for years; and, though of differing
temperl;l.ments, and, at times, differing from each other. as to the
course which should be taken in this or that set of circumstances,
we had never had a misunde:!;,standing.
We had, invariably, been
enabled to respect each other's judgment, and, to wait till God
brought us to a common view of our duty, Mr: BERGIN is seventeen
years my junior, and, therefore,. has the prospect, if it please the
Lord, of occupying in this service ,fOr a good many years.
His,
personal experience in the path. of faith for over twenty years will
tend to fit him to encounter the trials of faith, to which, as the
present report abundantly testifies, we are often subjected, in carrying on the work of this Institution. Moreover, his sihgularly happy
domestic life fits him to find his element in the loving care of chilq.ren.
In the fullest certainty that I was directed <;>f God, I went to Mr.
BERGIN, explained fully my need, and told him that I believed he
was the man who, as the Lord's instrument, could meet it. To my
delight, though not to niy surprise, I found that the Lord had prepared
his mind to entertain
invitation. After conferring with his beloved
wife, who, up to that time, knew nothing of the exercises of his heart
about the matter, he heartily consented to become my yoke-fellow,
and on April 25th he was at my side on Ashley Down, actually at
work.
I have dwelt, thus minutely, upon this event, not only because of
its most important bearing upon the future conduct of this Institution,
but because it furnishes what its beloved Founder so desired all the
providential dealings of God with it should ever furnish, namely, a
practical lesson of encouragement to. the dear children of God to
confide utterly in the love, and wisdom, and power, and tender
compassion of their heavenly Father.
As long as the Founder and
Director of the Institution was spared to live and work on earth,
there was no absolute need that the yoke-fellrnv of his successor should
'be manifested; so it pleased the Lord to conceal him from us both,
and thus to exercise the faith and patience of His servants. Both
Mr. MULLER and I felt, and felt deeply, that, whichever one of us
should survive the other, that one would not be able to go on many
weeks alone; but we were assured that our Father knew this better
than ourselves, and that He knew what He would do when the need
actually came. And this confidence our good and gracious God
abundantly justified in the way I have above described.
I need
scarcely add that we both crave the prayers of every believing reader
of this report, that our united service in connection with this
Institution may, through the Lord's constant grace, be only to the·
praise of Him who bought us with His blood.
I have, further, to record, to the praise of God, tha:t, throughout
the year ending May 26th, 1898, the inmates of the five Orphan
Houses _have _been preserved from serious infectious diseases; ~ndee~:
their health has been) speakin,g generally, remarkably good..
.
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, Another very noticeable feature in the history of the Institution
during the past twelve months has been the continuance of the trial
of our fai~h and patience in regard to pecuniary supplies. He who
is pleased, sometimes, to teach His servants "how to abound," sees
it best for them, at other times, "to be instructed how to, suffer
need." , For many of the sixty-four years during which this wor1F:'
has been carried on, the former was our experience; we abounded,
and rIchly abounded. Latterly, and especially during the last two
or three years it has' been the very reverse. Pressing need has been'
the rule; a balance in hand, over and above our' need, the rare
exception. Yet we have never been forsaken. Our faithful resident
helpers, loyal to the great principle o~ the Institution-dependence
upon God alone for everything-have qeen cheerfully content to wait,
(:mce and again, for their salaries, rather than encumber the finances
of the work; and' then, ere long, a most timely deliverance has come,
their needs have been met, and our hearts have been' filled with
prai~e. We have neyer been permitted to give way to unbelief; and,
in the end, our Heavenly Father has invariably 'shown us that His
only purpose in delaying' the answer to prayer was to strengthen our
confidence in Ilimself. The specimens which will now be given of
His ,gracious interpositions" in answer' to the believing, expectant
prayers of His children, will serve abundantly to illustrate "this.

~v
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"MY UNDEFILED."
THIS is the comfort of God's dear children, to, see their perfection in
Christ Jesus, to be lost in themselves, .and to be 9nly fOl+nd in
Him. This is a mystery which. none knmv but a believing soul;
none see corruption more, ,none See themselves freed .lIl,ore; they have
an inward sigh~. to see corruption, and an. inward faith to see God
takes not advantage at it. And surely there can be no greater
honour t<;> Christ than ,this., In the sense,of sin, of wants, hnperfections, blemishes, and stains, yet to wrap o~rselves in the" righteous~ess of Christ the God-man, and by faith being thus covered'vith that
!1bsolute righteousness. of Christ, with boldness to go clothed in the
garz:rlents ofthis our E~der Brother tq the*ro~e of grace.-Sibbes. 1 ~39.
SOME suppose that no one need or can pray for what he certainly
knows is decreed 'by God; and' 'that the ' doctrine' of' perseverance,
if true, must make all prayer for perseverance needless; But here
pavid ' prays. for: that which" God had revealed· and promised to
him. So, when Daniel knew 'that the seventy years' captivity was
~nded, he set his face to the' Lord,' and' besought 'Him to do that;
~hich' he knew from Jeremiah ,vas certainly decreed by ·the Lord
(Daniel ix. 2, 3). So Christ, when He kne\v it was 'a thing fixed that
He should be glorified with the glory He had before the world was,
yet prays as earnestly for this glory as for ,the preservation of His
people (John xvii. 5). Indeed, God's promises, which are His revealed
purposes,
are ,the foundation of prayer.-Berridge.
'
,
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THE NEED OF THE CRISIS.
old' Latin dictum which tells us "To err is human," has, un·
doubtedly, an application to human institutions, as' well as. to man,
himself. Nor can ecclesiastical systems, or religious, corporations of
man's devising, claim any exemption from the danger of departing
frqm the principles of truth, and righteousness on, which they were
originally founded.
Visible churchei;l-however Scriptural their,
standards of faith and pure their forms of worship may be-bet~lloY,
as history conclusively shows, an innate tendency to spiritual defection,;
ll,nd" consequently, ·to corporate decay. The .seven Asian' Churches,
founded in Apostolic times, occur instinctively to our minds. The
Church of Rome stands alone in Christendom as claiming to pos~ess
the attributes of indefectibility and infallibility, while, as a matter
ef fact, she, rather than any' otherecclesiatical body-not excepting
the fallen Churches of, the East-has been guilty of changing .the
truth of God into a, lie, and of worshipping and serving the creature
more than the Creator.
, The reformed Continental Churches, including both the ,Lutheran
and Calvinistic, have very largely lost their primitive spiritual power"
and are to-day characterized by Laodicean lethargy and cold, lifeless
formality. The Waldensian and Moravian communities have, probably,
been less organically affected by the flux of time, and the various
adverse influences operating upon them, than any other of the,
Protestant communities on the European Continent. The disintegrating processes of unsanctified intellectualism, rather than the
Sll,qerdotal cel'emonialism of the· Roman Ohurch, have weakened faith
in·the EVllongelical Confessions of the' Reformation period, and eaten
Ollt the spirituality of the once pure and undefiled .Continenta,l
Protestant communities.
it would,be a difficult, though an interesting, task to attempt' to
differentiate the causes contributing to defection fnlm first principles
in 'the Reformation Churches on. the Continent and in those of Qur
own country. There is, however, as the matter presents itself to
our own minds, one leading elemen~ common to all the rel1gioW> bodies
concerned. Speaking broadly,. the Oonfessions of Faith, so far as
fundamental Christian doctrine is involved, held by the Reformed
Continentall,English, S~ottish" and Irish' Churclles, are remarkably
uniform. T,he key, to this concord, is found in the fact .that the
Word. of God,. written, is held in common to be the sQle and sufficient
authority and rule in all matters affecting human faith and practice.
." Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary to salvation ; so that
,whatsoever· is not read therein nor may' be proved thereby, is not to
,be required of ,any man that it should be.believedas an article ofthll
,faith, or be thought requisite and necessary to· salvation.," ,.Such are
the words of the Sixth Article of the English Church, and such in
,substance, is the declaration of the various Confessions of Faith
formerly held by the sister Churches. In theory, the Bible is st,ill
3 D 2
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maintained by them in .its" original position of supremacy. The
Articles and Confessions of' Faith,~too, are still preserved ,vith official
punctiliousness am(mg the archives an~ muniments of the Churches.
Yet, as th!3 ancient Jewish Church watched ove1: each word and letter
of ,the. ,Old Testamerit Scriptures with superstitious reverence, and
nevertheless 'fatally erred through ignorance of Scriptnre truth, so
the,' Reformation Churches, while they cling to the form and letter
Of their d()ctt:irial standards; have grievously, turned away from their
Bjble teaching, and'are to-day practically supplanting it by a deliberate
adoption of the doctrines and commandments of men.
- Our own beloved National Church, it must be sorrowfully: acknowledged, has cif late years taken a foremost' place in "the down-grade
movemcnt.'" Bishops, clergy, and laity:, in their' respective relations,
are alike cha~'geable '>vith having left the' old paths and turned aside
to vanities which cannot profit. The Evangelical Party, qua Party,
,appear satisfied to be engaged in building the sepulchres of their
fathers, ,the leaders of the great spiritual movement of lj. century
ago" while the faithful deeds of their fathers they do not. Those
veteran 'servants of Christ contended earnestly,. for'" all, the counsel
of God," whereas, now-a-days, some fragqJ.entary view' of the Gospel
is adopted,'and almost exclusively proclaimed, as though it were a
Christ in itself. The TOPLADYs, NEWTONS, ROMAINES, BERRIDGES, and
WHI'l'EFIELDS made England's pulpits ring with the clear trumpet
notes of the Gospel of the free grace' of' God" and converts by
thousands-converts whose conversion was the effect of deep legal
conviction
sin--'-w:ere the harvest of their uncompromising ministry.
The decadence' of spiritual religion, and the prevalence of Popel'y
in our National Church, are very largely due to, the poverty of
Evangelical doctrine taught by the elergy. But, it may well be
inquired, "How shall they preach, except they be sent 7" , And
how shall they be sent if the chief pastors, who ordain them, be
,themselves experimental, strangers to ,the power of the Holy Ghost 7
At the' risk' of the charge of tincnarity, 'we honestly express our
'eonviction when we say that the spread of Romanism, Rationalism,
and worldliness in the Established Church is mainly due to the fact
that many'pastors who s'erve in its parishes and instruct its congregations are neithE)l" "mighty in the Scriptures" nor 'c apt to teach."
, : The Sixth' Article 'remains a silent witness against this deplorable
'Condition of things. The h{)pe' of the Church's recovery and rei'n-'
statement in the lano. as God's appointed ordinance is to be found,
'then, in unceasing prayer fora copious outpouring of the Holy
·~ph·it. Neve~' was there greater need than now to plead with"Him
who has purchl\sed unto Himself a Universal Church with the precious
blood of His deal' Son :-" Mercifully ldok upon the same,'" and so
guide' an!!' govern the minds of Thyser'vants the Bishops and Pastors
-of Thy floqk;' that they may lay h;:trids suddenly on no man, but
'faithfully 'and wisely make / choice of fit persons to serve'in the
'8a,credMinistry of' Thy Church. And-to those which shall be ordained
!t9: any holy function, give TQY grace and heavenly benediction."--
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WILLIAM TYNDALE AND jIlS LABOURS.
By THE E'DI'l'oR.
IN tracing the lives of the leading English Reformers, we cannot
fail to remark the providential arrangement by reason of which scarcely
one of them had not special opportunities afforded him, at some
period or other, of devoting a considerable portion of time to. diligent
and ca~eful study. We furthe,r. find· that those gracious and gifted
men faithfully improved these .opportunities, and consequently wer~
a.ble, when the searching ordeal of public controversy and Papal
disputation overtook them, to give their adversaries an answer which
'could only be silenced by the tyranny' of physical force, and .the
logic of refined cruelty. But, apart from this view of the wonderful
qualifications for the peculiar work of purifying the popular faith
which God granted to our" Protestant Reformers and Marty.rs," their
systematic and ceaseless efforts to instruct the nation in an in~elligent
and -experimental acquaintance with the Word of the Gospel
.certainly afford some of the most remarkable phenomena of the
glorious revival of the Sixteenth Century. No ep0(lh in the history
of God's Church on earth affords, probably, more striking illustrations
of the freeness. and, the power of. Divine grace than that in which
we ourselves are just nmv specially interel;lted. The entIre phalanx
of worthies who took' foremost places in the struggles of God's truth
against the forces of Antichrist in the reigns of Heury' VIII.,
Edward Vr., and· Elizabeth, were men who h,ad been reared in the
corrupt system of the, Roman Catholic Church, in spite of which they
were made the champions of those Scripture principles to. which the
Papal. Communion has ever . shown itself an unyielding enemy.
It is a matter of wonder that out of such a kingdom of darkness
a.s was popular RomaIiism in the early part of the Sixteenth. century,
-an array of Protestant witnesses should arise, who, through .fire and
through water-alike literally, politically, and spiritually-co,ntende~
for those civil and religious liberties. of which the Church of their
baptism had for hundreds of years rubbed and _spoiled ~hem.
,
The only satisfactory conclusion at which we can arrive, in
.presenee of such an unprecedented combination of events, is th!J.t the
living God had grown weary of the abominations of the Great
Apostasy, and in answer .to the secret cries and groans of His true
Israel,now held controversy with the ,. Man of sin/, using those who
had been long deceived and oppressed as the instrument!> of His
retribution. It is in this view of the moral government which divinely
ordered every detail of our national deliverance frOm the superstitions
and idolatries of the Papacy, that )ve cease to wonder that. to the
Romanists of our own day the names of the English Protestant
Reforrners are a standing abhorrence. Nor, alas! io the Rornanists
only j for the published sentiments of those Romanjsers in our
Protestant Church, whose title to be called "Ritualists" is supreme,
has gone the full length' of the following appalling' language:---;
" Cowardly traitors like Cranmer j coarse, illiterate, persecuting .bullies
like Latirner; hardened andsh!:!,rneless liars like Bale; profligatfl
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unbelievers like Pbynet; rapacious plunderers like Barlow; sour
dullards like Hooper; ,grovelling fawners like Seory." Did they not
call the Master Beelzebub, a Samaritan, and mad 1 And who were they
that thus reviled the Incarnate Truth, if not the corrupt priesthood
of the'day 1 Thus, too, their successors antagonise'the Truth of God
"in the persons of His faithful witnesses, malign their fair names, and
seek to defeat their labours.
'
The lesson with which the victory of the patient, painstaking, and
courageous Reformers of 300, years ago furnishes us, we may well
lay to heart in these last "perilous times," when again the pride
of the Papal Antichrist is uplifting itself, and the hearts of many
'of 'God's saints are becoming faint. 'Surely, the Lord yet rcigneth !
The cause of His Holy Word is as dear to Him as of old. His jealousy
for His own glory is as great as ever. The promises made to His
'militant Church are none the less true, or suitable, because they are
ancient. What the feeble servants of God need in these critical times
is faith in the unchangeable character of their Lord and King, and a
heart fixed in its purpose to, mak,e no terms, no compromise with the
-specious' and false doctrine~ which men of I' corrupt minds" are
'seduously seeking to propagate.
The life of WILLIAlIf TYNDALE, the subject' of our present observations, affords' a profitable example for our imitation. That blessed
instrument of Divine Providence, who'played one of the most important
and fruitful'parts in the Reformation movement, has been well called
"The worthy Apostle of the English Reformation." He was indeed
honoured, above many othefs, to pour a flood of Gospel light on his
benighted country.'
,
'
His birthplace was 'in~Gloucestershire.' The date assigned to his
birth itself is A.D. 1477, or, in other words, six years before the birth
of the great German Reformer, MARTIN LUTHER, although some modern
authors, probably by transcribing from a common source, erroneously
set the date at 1500;
.
, 'Of his family, no account is recorded, but he was early sent'to be
educated at' 'Oxford, 'where he was entered at Magdalen Hall, and
subsequently madererharkable progress in It knowledge of the 'tongues,
,~rid other liberal 'arts, particularly acquainting himself with the
'Holy Scriptures, and the writings bf certain of the earlier Reformers.
It appears' to have been a custom of his to read privately with
companies of the students and fellows of his college some Divinity
authors, and to impart to'them a knowledge of the Scriptures. FOXE
tells us that, "His manners also, and conversation' being corres'~
pondent to the same, were such, that all they that knew him respected
and esteemed him 'to be a man of most virtuous disposition, and of
1\
life unspotted.'"
Bearing an' excellent character for morals and diligence, he 'was
admitted' a Canon ofWolsey's new College; of Chdstchurch; but his
enlightened principles becoming known, he was, it' is said, presently
ejected. ' He withdrew to Cambridge.
' "
III 'the year '1502 he was ordained a Priest to the Nunnery' of
L!l.mbley, in the Diocese of Carlisle. How' long he remained in the
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p.orth is uncertain, ,but in the year 1508 ,he became ,a ,Monk' of the
Convent of Greenwich.
A wide chasm now occurs in hi!,! life, to fill up \vhich no, materials
are available. In 1522, however, we find him acting as' tutor in th~
family of Sir John Welch, at Little Sodbury, about twe1ve or fourteen
,
miles from Bristol. '
,Hl3re, according to Foxe, he frequently met, as guests in the
Imansionof Sir John, "Abbots, Deans, Archdeacons, :with divers othei'
Doctors and Beneficed men." In the conversation that ensued on such
Qc~asions the nanle of Luther (which.at that time was uppermost in
men's minds) was often mentioned. From the name to the ,opinions
'()f that courageous witnes~ for the Truth, the transition was easy.
The godly tstudent from, Cambridge did not c9IJ.ceal, his sympathy
,with ,Luther, and' kept his Greek Testament ever ,beside him to
,support" his sentiments-a method of argumentatiori wholly novel to
the apologists of !ntichrist. "That is the book that makes heretics/'
was the retort of the priests. "'rhe source of all herllsie,s is pride/'
\V,as the ,humble response of the Gloucestershire tntor.
,
"'1'he vulgar cannot understand the Wordof God," said the pries~s.
"It is the Church that gave the Bible to men, and it is only her
,priests that can interpret it."
"Do you know who taught the eagles to find their prey 1" asked
TYNDALE., "That, same God teaches His children to find their Fathe~'
in H,is Word. Far from, having given us the Scriptures, it ,is YO\l
who have hidden them from us."
,
'
"
The cry of "Heresy!" was easily raised, against TYNDALE, under
these circumstances, and a secret accusation was laid against him
before the, Bishop',s Chancellor. Our Reformer, however, was divinely
-enabled to answer his adversaries at this time, so as to esca'pe thei,r
l:age with a reprimand only.,
,
There dwelt, we al'e informed, not far off the ,scene of TYND.LE~s
:present labours, a certain Doctor, who had formerly been a Chancellor
to the Bishop, but who was an intimate friend of the acc;used
tutor. To him TYNDALE ~epaired, and opened out his mind ,upOn
Scriptural subjects. "Do you not know,", asked the Doctor, '~t,hat
the POPE is very Antichrist, whom the Scripture speaketh of) Bu;t
beware, what you say; for, if you shall be perceived to hold that'
opinion, it will cost you your life," adding, "I have been an Qffice'r
,of his, but, I have given it up, and defy him and all his works.':,
For a few moment,s I feel constrained to pause, and add a comment
on the ,importance of the, utterance of TYNDALE's trusty, friend, sp
far as it emphasises one of the most striking characteristics of ,the
struggle between divine light and satanic darkness at the era of th\)'
Reformation. It is simply this: that the Holy Spirit gays,al,l the
leading spirits of the English and Continental Reformation t9, sell
with undimmed clearness the two fundam(')ntal truths of the, inspire\l
Word. First, that Jesus, as Christ, embodied all truth, and that
the POPE, as Antichrist, embodied all error.
.,
,"
In other words, those grace-en~bled men realized the practical forc~
,of· that pr.egnant dictum of the Lord Jesus, "He that is not' wit)l

704

The Gosp~l M agazz·ne.

Me is against Me." The battle of the Reformation was fought out,
and won, pn these definite, but now sadly obliterated, lines. .
'
'1'0 resume. TYNDALE began to explain the Scriptures on the Lord's
day to SIR JOHN WELCH, his household, and tenantry. He next
extended his labours to the neighbouring villages; scattering with His
living voice that precious seed to which, as yet, the people had
comparatively brit little access. At this period, TYNDALE in his
preaching tours visited Bristol; and FoxE states its citizens assembled
to hear him set forth theWord of God's grace to sinners "in the
common place called St. Augustine's Green."
. But no sooner had he sowed the seed, than the priests hastened to
'pluck it up. "Oh,' said he, "if the people of England had the Worid
of God in their own language, this would not happen! Without this
it will be impossible to establish the laity in the' Truth." It was
about this time, too, that another significant expression fell from the'
lips of this remarkable man, whose 'spiritual vision was now becoming
anointed with Divine unction for the Olle great work which the
character of the crisis deJllanded should be undertaken, namely, a
translation of the holy Scriptures suited to the altered tongue of the
people, and issued broadcast by the now available agency of the printing
press. TYNDALE, it is reported, being in company with another
learned divine, so pressed him with Scripture, that he burst out "into
these blasphemous words: "We were better to be without God's laws
than the Pope's." Whereat TYNDALE, full of godly zeal, retorted, "]
defy the Pope and all his laws! If God spare my life,ere many
years 'I will cause the boy who driveth the plough to know more of
the Scriptures than you do." , How prophetic these words! Have W'il'
not lived to see the day when the works of this fearless witness for
Christ do certainly follow him 1
The enemies of the Gospel of God's grace now severely troubled
this Christ-exalting Protestant champion, who therefore took leave
of his friends and followers in the West of England, and proceeded
to London, in 'the hope that in the metropolis he would find sympathy
for tpe w'ork of Bible translation (which was now so heavily laid upon
his heart), especially in the case of TONsTALL, Bishopof London, whos-e
, learning ERAsMus had already highly praised. The doors of the Episcopal Palace, however, closed coldly upon him. Yet, in the "mysterious way" wherein the God of all the earth worketh, when the door
of the u~sympathizing priest closed upon the prophet of the Most
H'igh, there opened quickly another, and that was the Lord's door.
"My house is already full," replied the London prela-te. " Come anti
live with me," said HUMPHREyMoNMOUTH, a wealthy merchant, one of
the few H mighty," one who had learned to love the Gospel of God's
grace from listening to DEAN CO'LEi'. Beneath the roof of this
"suC(~.ourer:' of one who was worthy,'· and who 'afterwards was imprisoned for. his having countenanced and assisted God's: servant,
TYNDALE prosecuted his grand' purpose to kindle a' torch which 'should
illuminate the whole domain' 0$ England. . He could not help blit,
see, however, that the perfecting of the work which his heavenly
Master had given him 'to. do must be carried out elsewhere;' for indica-
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tions were not wanting' that the publication of his -translation, in
England was weighted with tz:emendous difficulties. Further, to_ quote
the words of the careful historian FoxE, "TYNDALE remained in London
the space almost of a year, beholding and marking with himself the
course of the world, and especially the demeanour of the preachers, how
they boasted themselYes, and set up their authority and kingdom;
beholding also the pomp of the prelates, ,with other things more, which
greatly misliked him; insomuch that: he understood not •only
that there was no room in the Bishop's, house for him to translate
the New Testament, but also that there was no place to ,do it in
~'England."
"
,,'
It is -highly probable that he met in London at this time
that honoured and ltoiarIied servant ,and martyr of Christ, JOHN FRI'l'H,
a youth of about seventeen years of age1 who owed to TYNDALE his
enlightened acquaintance with the way of salvation through faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ. In close fellowship, the undertaking of
translating from the Greek original of the New Testament into the
English tongue was pressed forward by these two men of God. ,But
the busy 'inquisition of the Papists after all who favoured the ,spread
of Gospel light in his native land, forced TYNDALE to fly to the
Continent.
'
Arriving at Hamburg, he unpacked his MS. sheets, and resumed
on the banks of the Elbe the prosecution of his great design. From
Hamburg he proceeded to Wittemberg, where he met LU'l'HER, who
had by this time shaken off the coils of Popery, and had just completed his German Bible. Communion :at such a time with such a
man could- but be useful to TYNDALE. At Wittemberg TYNDAJ,E
completed his translation. Two editions of his great work were
published, the one in 4to, the other in 8vo. (In the museum of the
Baptist College at Bristol is a copy of the 8vo. edition of, TYNDALE's
New Testament.) ,
'l'he precious treasure was put on board ship, and about the year
1527 the New Testament appeared in its printed form in England,
together with certain Scriptural treatises from 'rYNDALE'S pen, amongst
which were-" The Obedience of a Christian Man," and" The Wicked
Manimon." So much were these works dreaded by the Popish party,
that the bare suspicion of a person's possessing, or even having read
them, was enough to fix 'on him the charge of heresy.
The entrance of, TYNDALE's works into England was indeed a
memorable epoch. Snch was their effect, that it may be' said of the
ruling authorities at that period, as it was ,said at the birth of
Christ, (the Incarnate Word) "Herod was troubled, and all Jerusalem
with him." Satan mightily opposed the work-and was allowed by
the Lord to succeed, -in some measure, for 'J' YNDALE, suffering shipwreck
on his passage ,to Hamburg (where he intended to print the Books
of Moses) lost all his MSS I-a sum' of money to cover the expenseand everything but his life! But reaching Hamburg, MILES COVERDALE
met him there; and they, together, again translated the Pentateuch
in the space of, seven or eight months.,
Presently he set ont for Antwerp, 'where he took up his ab/?d"e
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in the house or a person named POYNTZ. The day of Divine light
had, indeed, by the unceasing and G()d-blessed labours of TYNDALE,
broken in England with the Greek and Latin New Testament of
ERASMUS, but now it was (as Dr. ·WYLIE observes) approaching the
noon-tide splendour with TYNDALE's English New Testament. All
classes now 'possessed the Word of God, for the price, as compared
with. that of WICKLIFFE'S, a 'century before, was just forty-fold less;
arid, by means of it, the multitude were enabled to cOIppare what
the. Gospel of God's grace really was, with ,,,hat Rome had made it
by its traditions.' No 'wonder, ·therefore, .that TOl\sTALL, the Bishop
of London, should buy up (at great cost) all the copies of TYNDALE's
translation, and burn them at Paul's Gross! Yet this device of
Satan's only supplied the faithful .servant of God with further funds
.for a new edition-which he presently issued from the Antwerp press,
in which former errors were corrected. Thus, though one golden
branch had been ·torn away, another, out of the same, but of better
metal, succeeded it. Nevertheless strong measures were pursued
at home to arrest the outburst of the power of the Spirit of
Truth. But the arm of the Lord was .strong, and He who ruleth
among the inhabitants of the earth showed forth His might. The
raging priesthood of Rome proved itself unable to arrest the progress
of the Scriptures. The Word of God was not to be bound. It ran,
had free course, and was glorified. Meanwhile, in the inscrutable
purposes of the Most High, the blessed instrument of this wondrons
·work of illumination in our land was. passing through the furnace of
·tribulation. Betrayed by a fellow-countryman, named· PHILLIPS.betrayed with a baseness worthy of the. merciless system presided
over by "the Man of Sin "-WILLIAM TYNDALIil was condemned to
,die the martyr's death; which human penalty he endured in September,
·1536, at Vilford, near Brussels-being first strangled, and then reduced
to ashes. His dying prayer was full of significance and faith-Cl Lord,
open the eyes of the King of England!" ,
From several treatises, written by TYNDALE, a great number. of propositions were extracted by the Papists, and branded by them as
.heretical and erroneous. With a brief selection from these, as serving
.to illustrate the clear and truly Evan~elical convictions wrought in
·the heart of this once Rome-bound soul, .I may conclude.: "Faith
only justifieth." "Faith rooteth herself <in the hearts of the elect."
"Works do only declare to thee that thou art justified." "If thou.
'wouldest obtain Heaven by. the merits and deservings of thine oW,n
works,. thou wrongest and· shamest the blood of Christ." "'1'he tqle
,believer is heir of God, byChrist's deservings; yea, and in Chrjst
was predestinate, and ordained unto eternal life before the'world began."
" We deserve not everlasting life by our good ·works-for God, hath
.promised it unto us before we began to do good." "If God had
promised Heaven to us because of our works, we could th.en never
.be sure of our salvation; for we should never know how much, nor
'how long, we shonld labour to be saved; and we should -always be
in fear that we had done too little, and so·. we _could nevE,lr die
.joyfully."
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MUVfUM IN PARVO.
JTHE revival of Protestantism among all classes' of society is an
event pregnant with important issues-religious, sociil.l, and political.
The columns of the Times continue to bear eloquent witness to the
fact that a deep conviction exists in the popular mind that the
Church of England must be purged of the idolatry and corruption for
which the Bishops 'are mainly responsible. The approaching autumn and
'winter will, we' trust, .sel-ve to accentuate the public sentiment by
means of Protesta"Ilt meetings, lectures," instruction classes, sermons,
.appeals to the authorities in Church and State, and the extensive
circulation of sound Protestant literature. The GOSPEL' MAGAZINE
will, by God'lil grac'e, continue to give forth a clear and certain
souna ; and we rely on our faithful friends to second our efforts
'by bringing the publication 'under the notice of their neighbours.
Undoubtedly there is a general demand for instruction on the merits
of the 'current controversy with Popery and Anglo-Romanism, .and it
.should be intelligently and systematically responded to by the
Churches and by the Press.-Amongst the most valuable works for
wide circulation is' The History of Protestanism, by the late Rev.
Dt.,WYLIE. A cheap issue of this comprehensive and deeply" interesting history is in course of publication by Messrs. CASSELL and Co. in
weekly penny numbers, each containing 32 pages, and profusely
illustrated. It is a marvellous contribution to our nationalliterature.A story is recorded by Mr. ,PURCEIJL, to the effect that on one occasion
while "Cardinal" MANNING was talking to a sculptor engaged in
making his (MANNING'S) bust, he asked the sculptor to point out
on the model of his (MANNING'S) head; where ,vas ·the seat of con'science. '" Upon which the sculptor stalked across the room, and
'touching a certain part of the sitter's cranium,remarked, 'That's
'where it ought to be'" (Manning's Life, vol. ii. 'p. 697).-Thefirst
edition (3,000 copies) of the Church Association pamphlet, An Indict'mimt of the Bishops, was' sold out within aweek.~1'he Westminster
Gazette says: " Were there a strong bench of Bishops, they· ',,"ould
'before now have perceived the danger' and taken some' concerted ·action
to prevent scandal, and, if their powers are not sufficient, to seek; more
effective powers from Parliament. But the bench during the last
two' years has been recruited mainly from one party, and contains
at .this momllnt few men of initiative or commanding eminence. To
steer between' the Scylla of Aye and the Charybdis of Nay has for
so many years been the policy of 'the Church of England that those
in' authority have ,lost the habit- of deciding anything. This may
help 'to' a quiet life for a 'period; but Bishops who take this 'line
will .inevitably discover in the long run that the habit of scouting
their' authority has grown up simultaneously among the clergy."...:.....
"Dogberry,"in his" Notes and Comments" in the City PTess, lately
wrote as follows :-" A gentleman who is in a position to receive many
applications for donations towards philanthropic and religious objects
called' my attention the other. day to an appeal for funds for the
restoration of a church. 'I think,' he said, 'those who send out circulars
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of this character would do well to state the kind of services conducted in
the church. I never by any chance send a contribution in response
to an appeal of the kind until lam satisfied upon· this point, and
I know there are many other people who are equally particular. I
'l'here
cannot, and will not, encourage lawlessness in the Church.
are others, of course, whose sympathies are confined to the" advanced"
section of the E8tablishment, and who will not· give until they are
assured that their donations will go to the support of a "high ritual."
The rule, you see, cuts both ways, and it is only fair that
those who are solicited for subscriptions should be told what
they are· really asked to subscribe towards.' I give the hint for
·what it is worth' to all of my readers whom it may concern."-The
ninthannlial ~ational Protestant Congress will be held at Folkestone,
from 17th to 20th inst.
The subjects discussed will be: "The
·Absolute Veracity of Holy Scripture," "The Encroachments of Priestcraft," "'rhe Jesuits: their Tactics and Influence," "Ritualism and
Romanism . Compared,". "The Conventual System," " Education,~'
and" What as a Nation do we Owe to Protestanism 1"-Mr. CHARLEB
J. THYNNE, 6, Great Queen Street, London, has issued in pamphlet
.form the speeches of Mr. SAMUEL S~n'l'H and Sir WILLIAM HARCOUR'l'
.in the House of Commons on the Benefices Bill. In this convenient
fm'm the speeches should be widely read.
..

CANDLES ON THE "ALTAR."
By SENEX PROTES'l'ANS.
• CANDLES on the so-called "altar" are derived from the heathen
practice of worshipping the Sun-god, and some other of .their gods,
with fire. It undoubtedly arose in Babylon "that hath made AL)J
'l'HE EARTH drunken.". (Jer. li. 57), for Tammuz, mentioned in Ezekiel,
. whose initial and emblem was the T (tau) or cross, was the Sun-god,
and his worship must have arisen before tl~edispersion .of tongues,
as it extended over the whole world, both Old and Ne.w.
Ba,ruch, who was living B.O. 586, and is 'by some believed to have
died in Babylon itself after the destruction of Jerusalem, tells us that
the Babylonians lighted up candles to their gods. "They light therp.
candles, yea, more. than for themselves, whereof they cannot see one."
Tammuz was worshipped under numerous names or titles, translated
into various languages, the chief of which was probably Baal or LOl~d,.
and the Paga~ Romans prayed to Baal Jupiter (Jupiter Belus); to
Baal Apollo (Apollo Belenus), and others, for the numerous dieties
of the ancie:1t heathen world were originally the same. It is expressly
so declared in the Orphic Hymns. The Jupiter of Italy was the
Zeus of Greece, whq was only another form of Tammuz or Bacchus,
the Lamented, a name derived from the Phcenician bakhah, to
lament: "And behold' there sat the women weeping for Ta.mmuz."
(Ezekiel viii. 14). '.'
In the Orphic Hymns they sang to the universal Zeus, "Zeus is
the male, Zeus is the immortal female," and Arnobius says that in
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praying' they often said, "Oh, Baal, whether thou be a god or
goddess, hear us." ,We have the word Baal-fire, and RAWLINSON thinks
tlreriver Thames, as well as the Tamar, Tame and Teme derived their
names from him,as rivers and fountains were sacred to the sun. In
li'eland one of his 'names was Oannes, and fires were made to him
on the night of the summer solstice, or Midsummer Eve. The Romish
Church, therefore,dedicated the day to St. ,John, in ,Latin Johannes,
fmd fires are still made on that night to St. John (1.) in Ireland and
Brittany.
Fires' were made in Scandinavia on the same night ,to
Balder; and at Kief,' in Russia, to a god called Kupalo. Fires were
also made to Tammuz or to Astarte (Easter) his "'ife, in England and,
Scotland on the night of the 1st of November. The Romish, Chl\rch
recognized them and called the night Halloween.
,
,
Astarte was sometimes called Beltis, or Lady, and the fires forme:rly
made to her iri Scotland'and Ireland on the night of the 1st of May
were called Beltane, Bealltainn or Beultinne, Beltis's fire. In England
fires Were also extinguished and rekindled, on Easter eve. An old poet
says:
" At Easter Eve tbe.fire is quen~ht in every place,
And fresh againe from out the flint is fetcht with solemne grace:
The p,;,iest doth halow this against great daungers many one,
Abrande whereof doth every man with greedie minde take home.
A taper great, the Paschall namde with musicke then they blesse,
Andfrankencense herein they pricke, for greater holiness;
This burneth night and day as sign of Christ that conquerde hell, !
And if so be this foolish toye suffiseth this to tell."
To this day the Greek priests kindle their" HolycFire" on their
Easter-Day in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, at Jerusalem, but.
probably derive it now from a friction match 1
, The ancient Egyptians burned lamps' on a certain night to Osiris.• In
pagan Rome the Temple of Vesta, where the sacred fire was 'kept, was
the most sacred of all their temples. The Guebres of Persia, called
in'India Parsees, worship the sun, and have at Yezd, in Persia, a fire
temple which has had the sacred fire burning from time' immemorial.
Th'eChinese still have ,an annual feast of [lanterns. and the Bhuddists·
ofThibet burn thousands of small candles on their shrines.
.'
The ,Spaniards 'were astonished to find a sacred fire and \' vestal
virgins'" in Peru, and when' there lately, SQUIER was eql\ally surprised one night to find fires blazing on the mountains, and supposed
some mysterious signalling was going on, He 'ascertained, however,
that it was the eve of St. John, and that on that night fires blaz,e,
on the hill tops in all the inhabited' parts of Peru and Bolivia-and in
'all probability they are lighted, on that night throughout the greater
part, if not all, of South America. '
, A:. Druidical sacred fire was kept burning at Kildare, in Ireland"
in the cell ofamonastery Cl) until the suppression of monasteries in
in 1'539. AtPecos, in New Mexico, the everlasting fire was" kept
burning until about the year 1846. In Nev,: York, in the yea!;
1753, an· Iroquois chief said. "When the fire at Onondaga goes out,
we shall no longer be a people," al}d to thi~ very ;day the North
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American Indians .celebrate their sun dances, during which they pass
sacred articles through fire, torture themselves as the Bible says
the ancient followers of Baal did, and even cut out little snips ot
flesh .and raise them on the point of a knife toward the sun.
Lights on the altar' were unknown to the Early Christians, and the
custom of exposing useless c::mdles at mid-day was ridiculed by
TER'fULLIAN, A.D. 205, and ,was also condemned by LACTANTIUS, who
died in 330, and by GREGORY of Nazianzen, who died, in 389; but
it crept gradually into the Church, and, about the year 400 VIG.ILANTIUS
a,ttacked the. lighting of candles at the tombs of the saints in the
day-time as a pagan superstition.
. The Romans had a feast on the 2nd of February in honor of Ceres
0r as some say; to Juno Februata, but Ceres and Juno were the same),
and walked in processions, carrying lighted candles and torches commemorating her wanderings in search of . her' daughter PROSERPINE.
About the fifth century, as the POPE' found the p~ople would· not do
away .with this festival, he devoted the day to the Feast of the
Purification, although no one knows the date of that ceremony,: and
the people were told to carry their lights in honour of the Virgin
Mary. This feast -of Candles, or Candlemas (Candle Mass) is still
celebrated by the Romish ,Church, and is one of the feasts to be
observed- (without the candles) by our own Church; which it has been
truly said was never thoroughly reformed. Other feasts or our
Protestant (!) Church have a like origin. The Early Christians did not
even commemorate the birthday of our most blessed Lord, so that
the true date is for ever lost. The Romish Church, however, about
the year' 380, settled upon the winter solstice as the, date for their
Christ's Mass. 'and .thus amalgamated it with ,the winter feast of
Tammuz, the Saturnalia of Pagan Rome. But the Mystery ,of Iniquity
was at work 10nlS before this, as Paul said A.D. 54; and ,about four
years, later he told the Galatians, "Ye obserye days, and months, and
times and years,"-for they were replacing the heathen worship of
demi·gods and heIoes by saints and. martyrs,;-for wJ1ich there is no
authority in the New Testi1ment, e,,~en in ,the headings of the Gospels, for
the American Committee desired that in the Revised. Version the {JomJ?ittees s!J.ould "Strike out the'S.' (that is, Saint) from the title
of the 'Gospels and from the headings of the pages."
'The English
Committee declined to do this, and were condemned by many of their
countrymen. ,
,
< The ceremonial use -of candles has ,been continued in the Romish
Church until the present- day. They were ,abolished in. England a~ •.the
Reformation, with ,the unfortunate exception of two candles. ,\OtlJy.
This exception was a grievous error of our blessed, Reformers;:' f01~
they were left as symbols, and no symbols.. nor emblems lO1··'l/:teuse
of religion may be made' except by Divine authority; and' the only
religious emblems of Divine appointment, Water (in Baptism), ,Bread
and Wine-are: not images nor:'likenesses ,of anything in ,'heaven above
or earth beneath. The Irish Church· has acted more ,visely, and 'we
should take a lesson from them-for the words of Lactantius are
applicable still : "They light up candles to God as if He lived in
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the dark, and do not they deserve to pass for madmen who offer up
lamps to the Author and Giver of light 1"
The Book of Common Prayer of the Church of Ireland, published in
Dl,lblin in 1878, contains a Canon prohibiting "any lighted lamps or
candles on the Communion Tables, or in any other part of the church
. . , . except when they are necessary for the purpose of giving light."
Crosses on or oehind' the Communion Table are also forbidden, as
6.lso the use of incense, or .the carrying of crosses, blmners, or
pictures in procession.
'
"Not to Thy cross, but to ·THYSELF,
My living Saviour, would I cling,
'Twas THOU, and not Thy Cross dids~ bear
My soul's dark guil~sin's deadly sting."

f',r

COME,; 0 CHRIST!
COME, o Christ ! and reign within Come, 0 Christ,! why tarrylongerr
me,
, Love grows warmer, faith grows
By thy loving: Spirit win me,
stronger
Make me all Thine own;
When I feel Thee near:
All my t:lxpectations brighten,
Perfect soon Thy new creation,
Manhood sanctify and heighten,
Manifest Thy great salvation,
Comfort, strengthen and enlighten, Bring the promis~d consummaSin arid self dethrone.
'
'
tion,
Quickly, Lord! appear.
Come. 0 Christ! my soul is weary,
Waiting. thro:ugh 'the ~idnight Come, 0 Christ! the earth grOws
dreary,'
.
hoary;
.. '
Thy sweet,face to see ;
Sin 3,boundeth; let Thy glory'
Come and break ,the bands that
Strike the scoffers dumb;
bind me,
Faithful souls, amid their. weeping,
Come and"bless the work assigned Upward lookj -w;ith love un. sleeping; . ,
.
me,
"
Let my latest, moment find me, .
'Glariouflfields await Thy reaping;
Faithful; Lord! to Thee;
, Come, Lord Jesns! come.
PASTOR' J. CLARK,
f· "

i

daily ,avocations -were iI)tended by God, not to' interrupt, but
to promote our proficiency ill divine things.. "Not slothful in
business j' fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.-Howels.
I· OFTEN say to myself, with regard ·to' temporal 'or spiritual
matters,' which we think desirable Jor our welfare, "Well,if God:
thinks so'too, He will, bring it to pass j i.fnot,· we are better without it." ·If He means it, there are' secret, sources at work for us
that we know nothing about. The: mind of one ,person may be
!lirected from above, and the _mind of another be in'Visibly impelled
to work in such, a way that, while we have been kept passive, the
Lord has d0vetailed circumstances into one another ·in 'such ,a
sovereign manner ·that, when the thing desired is gained, we have
to glorify His name, and say, "This is the Lord's doing, and it is
'
marvellous in our eyes."-George G01cell.
QUR
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UNCONVERTEDBISHOPS.
To'the Editor (If .the Gospel Magazine.
SIR,-You kindly allowed m,e in the July number to point out
that Sacerdotalism may be a way to the threshold, bl\t that Clirist
lIimself gave us an entrance into the fold itseH,He alone being the
" Way, the 'rrllth, and the Life," so that "ho man cometh unto the
Father but by Him."
In the August number I expressed an opinion that Bishops were
mainly responsible by neglect on the one hand, and by the encouragement of Popery on the other; but this does not surprise us, for the
natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit, they being
foolishness unto him; neither can he know them, because they are
spiritually discerned.
.
Since then, we have seen much ,and: heard more on this subject.
A Ritualistic priest from the East End of London, true to the teaching of
'ao many of ,the Bishops,dwelt at large on the teaching of the
Church, but when pressed, declined to accept the work of Christ;
that point he'very courteously shelved. A Ritualistic Layman honestly
admitted that he always ignored the Articles, and generally cut them
out.
. ' The Times and other daily papers have done good service in
publishing numerous letters, and the public are fully instructed as to
the points at issue-Sacerdotalism, pure and simple, on the one hand,
the Gospel of God's grace on the other. The Mystery of Iniquity is
leading and deceiving many to their ruin. The truth of the Gospel
must work its way, for we know that Jehovah must ,reign till God is
'
All in all.
The former class, whether bishops or priests, cannot r1se above
the source from which they spring. We, in the spirit of controversy,
are too apt to overlook our high calling of God in Christ. It is well
sometimes to refresh our memories and look at examples set before UR
in" God's Word. Nlcodemus, a ruler of the Jews, well versed in the
religion of the Jews, of an inquiring mind, but astounded that the
Saviour should insist on his'being born again, not indeed of blood, nor
of the will of man, but of God. Saulof Tarsus thought he was serving
God in persecuting Stephen ;' and the other disciples who had followed
Jesus, they were honest in their convictions, and thought they were
doing good service to their party; but when it pleased God to reve:;tl
His Son not only to them but in them, their eyes were opened, and
they knew no other than that Jesus whom they were then taught to
love, and to rejoice in making known that same Jesus whom they
before knew not.
Is anything too hard for the Lord 1 I;Ie worketh after the counsel
of His own will; He openeth and no man shutteth. No doubt the
bishops, priests, deans, and the disciples of the E. C. U. were duly
paptized, duly confirmed, and formally ordained to preach the Gospel.Those in themselves are not, qualifications. 'rhe qu~stioIl is, are these
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men born of the Holy Ghost, the only giver of the Spirit of Life 1 If not,
they are blind leaders of the. blind, and when the blind lead the blind
both fall into the ditch.
The Vicar of St. Silas, Bristol, has done well in not accepting the
dictum of Dr. FORREST BROWN, and Col. SAVILE will not fail to support
the cause of Protestantism. And we yet hope that truth and
righteousness may be established in the land, and priestly rule, even
though encouraged by the bishops, who teach for doctrines the
commandments of man. We have suffered from Popish teachers in former
days, but the man of sin shall be destroyed, and Christ reign over.
His own inheritance. The Lord hasten it in His own appointed time. '
'
.
. Faithfully in Christ,

Septembm' 16th, 1898.

V. P. H.

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-I am requested to acknowledge the sum of 5s., with a
parcel of reading from S. W. F., which I do with many thanks.
FROM A WORKER IN LONDON.

I cannot tell you how grateful I feel for the splendid parcel of
Gospel literature you have sent me. I pray that God will graciously

bless each book you have sent, and use them for the glory of our
Redeemer, Christ Jesus. I shall always remember you in this matter,
a,nd pray that God our Father will greatly enrich you with His grace
and peace.
FROM A CARRIAGE MISSION.

I am desired by Mr. - - to cordially thank you for your valued

gift.

The books and literature received will be most helpful.
FROM EGYPT.

I wish to thank you for the packet of books you have so kindly
sent to us each month, and I trust there has been a blessing upon

them.
Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRIDER.

St. Mark's Road, Salisbury, September 8th, 1898.

IT is in His Church that God's heart may be said specially to be.
There it unfolds itself in a way such as it can do amid no other
order of His creatures; there it shows itself in all its manifold
fulness.
It is in the family alone that the one thing we call
flffection, 01' love, is divided and spread out, like a sunbeam into the
rainbow's seven-fold hues, there to display itself in all the rich tints
of hidden beauty. So it is in the Church alone that the love of
God is fully seen, not only in its intensity, but in its varied riches.
All kinds of love are unfolded there. There is room for such wide
variety of affection both between the Head and the members, and
between the members one with the other, that it seems as if there had
Leen given new powers of loving, as well as new objects to love.-

Bona'l'.
3 E
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'l'HE PORTRAIT.-MR. J. E. HAZELTON,
SECRETARY OF THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.

OUR portrait subject this month is the only son of the late REV•.
JOHN HAZELTON, who for upwards of thirty-five years exercised a
faithful Gospel Ministry in Chadwell Street. Chapel, Clerkenwell.
Upon his death, in 1888, an interesting memoir was published, and
received a notice in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
As the child of praying parents, MR. HAZELTON'S earliest recollections are of family worship, where a loving father and mother·
pleaded earnestly that their child might be taught to truly know
the Lord.
When about fifteen years of age a saving change was
wrought in his soul, though many months of spiritual exercise followed, during which he well remembers being encouraged by a sermon
by the REV. J. OmnSToN, at St. David's, Holloway, on a Good
Friday morning. He was brought into the liberty of the Gospel by
the powerful application of the Saviour's invitation, "Come unto Mer
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest."
Next to God's Word the two books that have been made most useful
to him in the Divine life are the Pilgrim's Progress and Rutherford's
Letters, works which, we fear, are not so much read as in former
days, to the serious loss of those who neglect them.
Born in 1853, Mr. HAZELTON was only sixteen years of age when
he entered the office of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society as·
assistant to Mr. MURPHY, who then acted as secretary. Deeply
interesting and instructive is it when the Lord's people, upon;
reviewing the way their God has led them, can see how link has.
been joined to link by Him who "hathdone all things well." Mr.
JOHN Box, who died in 1862, was for thirty-three years the
honorary secretary of the Society, and the donor of a sum which
enabled the committee to erect the Hornsey Rise Asylum and
establish a "Coal Fund" in connection with it. For some years
prior to his death Mr. Box was a member of the congregation
meeting at Chadwell Street Chapel, and often had interviews with the
minister's little boy, no one ever supposing that the work which.
the veteran so dearly loved would ultimately be placed in the'
hands of his young friend.
.
He was thus acquainted with the Society almost from his earliest
years, and then for eleven years served in the office.
Upon the'
death of Mr. MURPHY, in 1880, the committee appointed him secretary,.
and through "the good hand of his God upon him," he has been
privileged to hold this office for eighteen years; it is the work in
which his heart is deeply engaged.
The CUlTent report of the
secretary shows how greatly the Lord is blessing the Institution,.
the pensioners having increased since 1880 by more than 500, while
the pension expenditure has nearly doubled, £36 daily being now
required to meet the cost of the annuities and the Homes. The
Committee hope that they may ultimately be enabled to raise the
present scale of pensions, and, with this object in view, a systematic
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effort is being made to increase the free annual subscription list,
namely, subscriptions not charged with nominees.
The Society is one of the few which, in these days of defection, are
unswerving in their adherence to Protestant principles, and to the doctrines of sovereign grace made vital in the heart by God the Holy
Spiri Y. 'l'he Executive desire ever to be faithful to these eternal
verities, being fully persuaded that "Ichabod" may be inscribed upon
all Churches, institutions and individuals departing from them.
Upon this basis the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society is undenomina
tional, and the Secretary counts it' one of his greatest privileges to be
associated in the work with members of several sections of the one
Church, known by various deRignations here, though united in an
"everlasting covenant, ordered in all things, and sure."
An enlarging experience in relation to the work deepens Mr.
,HAlI,EL'I'ON'S conviction that no religious Society can continue to
receive God's blessing, though it may gain the world's' applause,
,unless it be conducted, upon the lines of Protestant and distinctive
truth by those whose hearts are actuated by the constraining love of
Christ. The Institution demonstrates that "union is strength," and
affords a proof of the temporal and spiritual benefits arising when the
Lord's people draw closely together in Christian service and conference,
a necessity which becomes increasingly, urgent amidst the darkening
'signs of the times, and the widespread declension of the professing
Church.
:Mr. HAZEL'I'ON rejoices in his work.
He dearly loves th,e Lord's
aged poor for their Master's sake, and for their own sake, and. of his
Committee and the lady visitors he has said that no Society ever
possessed a more devoted company of workers, kind and considera,te
to their officers and to every pensioner on the books.
Amidst the multifarious duties of the Secretaryship but little spare
time remains j public advocacy of the claims of the Society and
preaching on the Lord's Day, with occasional service on the Protestant
platform, absorb all working homs not needed for the City office and
the four Homes.
It will interest some of our friends to know that Mrs. HAZELTON
is a ~aughter of the late Rev. GEORGE ABRAHAMS, "an Israelite
indeed," whose experimental and powerful ministry in London was
made a blessing to many souls.
Deep personal trial has left its DJark upon the heart of the subject of this' sketch, but the promise has been abundantly verified
in his case, "As thy days, so shall thy strength be."

No one but God can achieve the great work of bringing man home
to Himself.-Howels.
THE Lord takes care of His poor weak children who are struggling
with temptations and corruptions, Christ carries them in His arms.
All Christ's sheep are diseased, and therefore He will have a tender
care of them (Isaiah xl. 11 ).-Sibbes.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE Lord has been pleased to grant a great victory to our soldiers
contending against the Dervishes in the Soudan, and there is every
reason to believe that, in consequence of it, the power of the
Dervishes is completely brokeJ;l, and their frightful career of tyranny
and bloodshed is ended for ever. Khartoum, the city so pathetically
connected with General GORDUN'S noble life and death, is in our
hands, and hundreds of miles of fertile country along the banks of
the river Nile, in its two-fold branches of the "White" Nile and of
the "Blue" Nile, will now be opened up to our influence.
The
Dervishes fought desperately, but our commander-in-chief, Sir HERBER1'
KrfcHENER, seems to have designed and carried out the campaign
with remarkable skill, and his plans were greatly furthered by the
Dervish leader being so rash as to engage our whole forces in an
open plain, and expose them to the withering fire of modern artillery,
machine guns, and rifles. It must have been a thrilling sight to see
the advance of the Dervish host, extending for three miles, and
numbering something like 50,000 men, all inflamed with fanatical
courage and reckless of life, firmly believing that if they died on the
field of battle they would go straight to Paradise. On, on they
came, with drums beating, banners flying, and loud war-cries and
appeals to Allah; but our men stood firm, the Dervishes were never
able to pierce their ranks, and after some terrific rushes, they
hesitated, recoiled, and retreated, leaving something like 12,000 of
their number1dead on the field, besides many thousands more wounded.
A thodsand of their standards were taken, besides sixty cannon, ten
or twelve machine guns, and a great quantity of rifles.
Their
leader escaped, but a rapidly-moving force on camels is pursuing him.
We were glad to hear that a special thanksgiving service was held
at Khartoum on the Sunday after the battle, and that it was attended
by representatives of the whole of our troops, both white and black,
with the commander-in-chief and the officers. It is impossible at
present to estimate the importance or to calculate the results of this
great victory, but there is great likelihood that it will perpetuate onr
hold over the land of Egypt, and that it will be the means of
opening up vast additional tracts of country to our influence. We
have, amidst our rejoicings, to mourn over the loss of many brave
soldiers who fell on our side, after exhibiting heroic courage, especially
in a cavalry charge, which seems to have been somewhat similar to
the celebrated charge at Balaclava; but our loss is extremely small
compared to that of the enemy.

"!
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A very remarkable document has been issued by the TSAR of
RUSSIA. It is no less than an appeal to the nations of Europe to ,
reduce their vast 'armaments, and to agree to do all that they can
to secure a universal peace.
In it the TSAR says: " The

j
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maintenance of general peace and a possible reduction of the excessive
armaments which weigh upon all nations, present themselves, in the
existing conditions of the whole world, as the ideal towards which the
endeavours of all Governments should be directed. In the course of
the last twenty years the longings for a general appeasement have
grown especially pronounced in the consciences of civilized nations."
Those longings, the TSAR acknowledges, have not been gratified; on
the contrary, the great nations have gone on increasing their
armaments more and more to an unprecedented extent, and the result
is, as the TSAR says, that "The intellectual and physical strength of
the nations, labour and capital, are for the most part diverted from
their natural application and unproductively consumed. Hundreds
of millions are devoted to acquiring terrible engines of destruction,
wl1ich, though to-day regarded as the last word of science, are
destined to-morrow to lose all value in consequence of some fresh
discovery in the same field. National culture, economic progress,
and the production of wealth are either paralysed or checked in their
development. Moreover, in proportion as the armaments of each
power increase, so do they less and less fulfil the object which the
Governments have set before themselves." To remedy this state of
things, the TSAR proposes that a Conference shall be held of
accredited representatives of the nations, and he thinks that "this
Conference would be, by the help of God, a happy presage for the
century which is about to open." Now a crucial question arises,
namely: "How will the nations receive this proposal, and what will
be the practical outcome of it 1" So far, it has met with general
approbation, but whether, if the proposed conference actually takes
place, the nations will show themselves willing to settle -their various
differences, and to consent-each nation according to its due proportion
-to reduce their armaments, is a very doubtful point. Would France,
for example, give up all thoughts of revenging herself upon Germany,
and of recovering Alsace and Lorraine 1 and would Russia abandon
her designs upon Turkey and India, and guarantee to make no
further encroachments upon China 1 The TSAR'S appeal seems to give a
special opportunity for arranging some extensive and practical
agreement for peace, and we earnestly hope that that opportunity
will not be lost, but there will evidently be extreme difficulty in
arranging and agreeing upon the details.
t
j'

if.

A DASTARDLY deed has been performed by an Italian anarchist,
namely, the assassination of the beloved and good EMPRESS of
AUSTRIA. The wretched murderer confesses that he had no grudge
against the EMPRESS, and that she had never injured or annoyed
him in any way, but he assassinated her simply because he had
vowed to murder some crowned head within a given time, and she
was available. He gloats over his crime, and he rejoices that he
has successfully accomplished it. The assassination took place at
Geneva, and, as the Swiss have abolished capital punishment, it seems
probable that the murderer will not be sentenced to death; but
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surely such a miscreant ought not to be allowed to live; and such a
case as his shows that the law of God is wise and right when it
says, "Who so sheds man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed."
ANO'fHER and very serious outbreak has occurred amongst the
Mahommedans in Crete. They have barbarously massacred some
hundreds of Christians, and they have also slain several of our
soldiers and sailors. Evidence is forthcoming which shows that the
SULTAN'S soldiers have had a part in this outbreak-although he
denies it-and he must be called to account for it. A, strong hand
is evidently needed to keep order in that unhappy island, and we
could easily supply that strong hand, but the jealousy of the other
European nations has hitherto prevente~ us from doing so.
ONE of our leading daily newspapers, referring to the agitation
which has recently been aroused against Ritualism and its extravagances, considers that there is little or no serious danger in it or
them; and it remarks :-" The wholesale reconversion of the people
of England to the Catholic faith is a dream which the brain of
fanaticism alone wouid be capable of harbouring. It could not find
even temporary lodgment except in a mind which was not only
emotionally disordered, but also intellectually feeble. The densest
ignorance of history, and the profoundest unacquaintance with national
character, must unite in order to render such a delusion possible.
England is indissolubly wedded to Protestantisl\l by every tie that
ensures permanence to the union of men with their creeds. By the
lessons of his' past, by his hopes of the future, by political bent, by
moral temperament, by intellectual habit, the Englishman is Protestant,
and Protestant he will remain. In so far as the national religion is
concerned-in so far as regards the form of Christian faith to which the
vast majoI'ity of the English people will elect to adhere, we can well
afford to contemplate all the efforts of all the propagandists of
Romanism, disguised or open, with a smile of indifference.". We
altogether dissent from this view. We believe that Ritualism is
one of the most valuable allies which the Church of Rome possesses,
and that it has been the means of very largely adding to the number
of the adherents of that Church in our country. And, further, we
believe that the great danger with regard to the advance of Ritualisni
and Romanism is this-that they are both congenial to the natuml
mind; they pander to the follies and weaknesses of human nature,
and thus they form a deadly snare, which may-unless God's mercy
prevent-rapidly take a further hold of our people. Oh, that the
latter may be warned in time!
THE Americans have a very difficult task before them in pacifying
the islands of Cuba and the Philippines. In the latter case the
state of affairs is extremely lamentable, and it· shows plainly the
effect of Spanish misrule, and, more especially, of Romish misrule. A
special correspondent of the Daily Telegraph, writingirom Manila, points
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out that in the Philippine Islands Roman Oatholicism has for three centuries had all its own way; there have been no troublesome Protestants
there, no Quakers, and, "better than all, perhaps," he says, "no
scientific Freethinkers to mal' the charm of infallibility, or weaken
ecclesiastical authority;" and what is the result 1 "Ten to twenty
thousand rebels are investing this city; their number, give them
arms, could be raised to a hundred thousand; and the one thing
above all others which they demand is 'the abolition and expulsion
of the tyrannical religious orders that have taken possession of an
branches of the Administration.'" The correspondent goes on to say
that "the priests in these islands were invested with nearly absolute
power. They have abused it, and the Archipelago rings with the
story of their misdeeds.. It is charged against them that they have
amassed property at the expense of the community, that, notwithstanding the enormous wealth of the friars, they absorb a disproportionate share of State funds, that they have repressed education,
have made themselves partners in the worst crimes of, the civil
tyranny, and that many of them live notoriously immoral lives."
He gives confirmation of his assertions from Roman Oatholic testimony, and he adds, "It has been the commonest thing in the
world for the priests to live in concubinage, and in many instances
they have torn from the native family by force a wife 01' a daughter,
and in some cases have resorted to violence, deportation, and even
murder, to get out of the way husband or father who resisted the
wrong. The crimes generally went unpunished. These are some of
the outrages which the Filipinos are now avenging." Oould anything
be more lamentable, 01' show more conclusively the practical working
of Popery? "Ye shall know them by tbeir fruits Do men gather
grapes of thorns, 01' figs of thistles 1"
'fIlE llomanists are "wise in their generation," and they have
especially shown this in the strenuous and persistent efforts which
they have made to get hold of the secular press. To counteract their
efforts in this respect, an important agency has been formed which
deserves the support of all true Protestants. ' It is e,ntitled ',' The
Protestant Press Agency." Its purpose is to watch the newspapers.
and, where an opportunity occurs, to present their readers with'
information concerning the foul history of the Papacy, to correct
misrepresentations, and to answer Romish attacks. The experience
of the society, which was only started last October, has shown that
in many secular papers no anti-Romish matter will be inserted, and
that the only way to counteract the work of Rome in the columns
of the press of Protestant England is to keep "pegging away." . An
appeal is made by the Secretary, Mr. A. LE LIEVRE, of 55,
Westbourne Road, Barnsbury, N., for help by posting to him copies
of newspapers, &c., containing sermons, lectures, &c., on Romanism
and Sacerdotalism.
THE great strike of the colliers in Wales has ended at last, but
at a very heavy loss to both masters and men. They have not
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been also by any means the only losers, for thousands of other
persons, who have had no part whatever in the strike, have been
indirectly affected by it, and many of them have been completely
ruined.
In this case the masters have gained a complete victory
over the men, for the latter have been obliged to accept the terms
which their employers offered to them last June. How much better
it would ha,ve been for both sides if they had at the beginning of
; their dispute submitted their case to arbitration. An untold amount
of loss, suffering, and ill-feeling would thus have been prevented.
D. A. D.
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Culture and Christianity. By the Rev. M. KAUFJ\fANN, M.A., Rector
of Ingsworth. Author of Modern Sceptieism Compared with Ohristian
Faith, <Je. London: Religious Tract Society.
'rHIS is another of a very valuable series of treatises, entitled" Present
Day Tracts," which are being published by the Religious Tract Society.
Its object is to show that culture does not take the place, nor can it be
a substitute for true religion, but that it is a valuable adjunct to it.
Pictures of Travel, and other Poems. By MACKENZIE BELL, Author of
Spring's Immortality, and other Poems, <Jc. With six illustrations.
London: Hurst and Blackett. Price 3s. 6d.
WE are not competent judges of poetical merit; but some of the
thoughts in these poems are striking, such as those in "A Plea for
Faith," and "The Battle's Pause;" the latter being an imaginary
episode at the Battle of Waterloo.
PERHAPS yOIl are ready to say, "I am afraid I am not a child of
God because I am so dull and lifeless, my prayers so cold and dead,
and I am so heavy and careless under ordinances;" this is the method
God takes - to make you discontented with yourself, your duties and
performances, and to make you look at Christ as your all.-Romaine.
"GOD doth know that in the day ye shall eat thereof, ye shall
be as. gods," was the first hissing of that old serpent, by which
Man not contented with the
he poisoned mankind in the root.
impression of God's image, in which he was created, lost it by
catching at a shadow.
Climbing higher than his station, he fell
far below it. Seeking to be more than man, to become as God, he
He lodged not a night in hon,mr,
made himself less than man.
but became "like the beasts that perish." Ever since, nature's best
\visdom is full of impurity, turbulency, and distempe~; nor can
anything rectify it but a "wisdom from above," that both cleanseth
and composeth the soul: it is "first pure and then peaceable."Anhbishop Leighton.
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