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\\'ho comforteth us in all Our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of GOd."-2 COR. i.....

EXPIATION.
"For by one o.flering [oblation] He hath pmjected for ever them that
a1'e sanctijied."-HEBREWS x. 14.
THE HOLY GHOST has revealed to us in "the Scriptures of truth"
that the song of the ransomed of the LORD in heavenly places
has the precious blood of CHRIST for its theme. "And they sung a
new song, .saying, Thou art worthy to .take the book and to open the
seals thereof: for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us 'to God by
'Thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and .people, and nation;
and hast made us unto our GOD kings and priests: and we shall reign
on the earth (Rev. v. 9, 10). "The LAMB is all the glory of IMMANUEL'S
land," to quote the immortal words of the saintly SAMUEL
RUTHERFORD. That .which makes the sin-atoning blood of Calvary
infinitely precioLls is that it is the blood of GOD'S beloved SON-of
Him" that is My fellow [ = equal] saith the LORD of HOSTS (Zech. xiii. 7).
The efficiency of the" one oblation" offered by the Divine SUBSTITUTE
whom the FATHER provided for His guilty, elect people, is entirely due
to the spotless perfection' of the OFFERER. He'" offered Himself
without spot to GOD" (Heb. ix. 14). He needed not, like the Aaronic
high priest, to "offer first for his own sins," and afterwards for the
iniquities of others.
In Him was no sin. Holy, harmless, and
undefiled, He 'was "separate from sin~E'rs." .The immaculate life of
the MAN CHRIST JEsus-lived among sinful men for 'three-and-thirty
years-abundantly demonstrated His claim to be the LAMB ".without
blemish" predestined before .the foundation of the world to ·be the
Author of eternal salvation, through the blood of the cross. No other
substituted victim would have sufficed for presentation to the holy
wrath of GOD against sin; no other could .have borne the awful load
()f guilt transferred from the "great multitude which no man can
number;" no other could have endured the infinit~ punishment due to
the imputed iniquities of GOD'S elect people; no other could have
trodden the winepress alone, have made an end of sin, or have brought
in an everlasting, justifying righteousness.
Expiation, or the moral and legal satisfying of the inexorable
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demands of the Divine Law, lies 'at the base of the Gospel \of the
sinner:s salvation; for, "without the shedding of blood "-that is.
apart from the payment of the death-penalty of human guilt-" there.
is no remission of sin" possible in GOD'S moral government. Atone.
ment means expiation-perfect satisfaction for sin; and if the satisfaction
offered to the injured Divine justice was accepted, it follows that those
persons for whom the offering was made must necessarily 1'eceive the benefit.
For an atonement which-under any conceivable circumstances-does
not effectually atone is not a perfect atonement. Let it also be remembered that the FATHER sent His beloved SON into the world to
"save sinners;" not to make salvation, upon creature conditions,
merely possible /
"This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all .
acceptation, that CHRIST JESUS came into the world to save sinners»
(1 Tim. i. 15). The multiform errors which prevail throughout
Christendom in these last days on the subject of CHRIST'S atoning death.
and the purpose of GOD'S grace by its means, are largely due to the false
and superficial views men hold on the nature and consequences of sin.
Now, the only true standpoint to be taken, if a Scriptural estimate of
sin is to be formed, must be GOD'S own standpoint. For, by the holy Law
which He laid down to be the test of human obedience, and by that
alone, can we justly gauge the moral responsibility of man, and the:
infinite penal deserts which ensue upon failure-by a jot or a tittle-in
obedience to GOD'S revealed will. " Cursed is everyone that continueth
not in all things which are written in the book of the Law
to do them" (Gal. iii 10). That curse can only be removed by a moral
equivalent, in the form of legal compensation. "The wages of sin is death."
The .imputation of sin to man was not the result of any
arbitrary act on the part of GOD. It was a moral necessity-righteous
and holy in its essence.
The non-imputation of sin to guilty man
can only be righteously secured by the transfer of the guilt to such a
substitute as is capable of meeting exhaustively all the demands of
GOD'S just Law. But. that marvel of grace GOD has been pleased to
effect, in the case of His chosen people-of a world of them, whether
we consider their multitude or their magnitude. As it is written,
"To wit, that GOD was in CHRIST, reconciling the [rather, a] world unto
Himself, not imputing their t1'espasses unto them" (2 Cor. v. 19). The
wondrous scheme of Gospel Salvation thus secures the absolute
justice of GOD, while His mercy rejcices over judgment. In CHRIST,
the Surety and Substitute of GOD'S Church, the divine wrath against
imputed sin received perfect satisfaction. The inflexible Law of GOD
was magnified and made honourable by the life and death of the LORD
JESUS CHRIST. And because He paid in full the wrath· penalty, there
remaineth no more sacrifice for sin, and there is no condemnation
By faith in the
possible to them that are "in" CHRIST JESUS.
victorious REDEEMER, they are" justified from all things" from which
they could not be justified by the Law. Indeed, "CHRIST is the end of the
Law for righteousness to everyone that believeth" (Rom. x. 4). The
Spirit-taught· believer, in fact, begins where CHRIST left· off! He
is justly credited with all the merit of CHRIST'S ,obedience. and
blood! .
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"CHRIST has done the mighty work,
Nothing left for us to do,
But to enter-on His toil,
Enter on His triumph, too ! "
The accepted vicarious sacrifice of the believer's SU~STITUTE meets
all the demands of a Holy GOD, and it becomes-for CHRIST'S sakea simple act of justice due to Him that those whom He represented
as SIN-BEARER. should be "holy and without blame before God in
love" (Eph. i. 4). Oh, beloved. reader, see here the greatest wonder
that tlie free'St grace could effect! "For He hath' made Him to
be sin for us who knew no' sin ; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him" (2 Cor. v. 21).
"0 my Father, now I see
Why such love is shown to me,
Sinner of a sinful race;
All is owing to Thy grace."

" Mercy, mercy, Thou wilt have!
Freely, freely thou wilt save!
Raise a beggar from the dust!
Love and bless Thee, Lord, I must! ,~

Reliant faith on the blessed truth of GOD regarding the saving
virtue of the blood of His dear SON brings peace, perfect peace.
True, alas, that faith may, at times, pass through dark clouds,
and the soul's S'Ubjective peace may wane and become very feeble;:
yet CHRIST who "is our peace "-objectively-remains the same,
and the thoughts of our heavenly FATHER concerning us undergo·
"no variableness or shadow of turning."
" That which can shake the cross
May shake the peace it gave,
Which tells me CHRIST has
never died,
Or never left the grave!

" TiE then my peace is sure,
It will not, cannot yield;
JESUS, I know, has died and
lives,On this firm rock I build.

" I change. He ehanges not,

The CHRIST can never die;
His love, not mine, the resting. place,
His truth, not mine, the tie."
Well might the Apostle, when contemplating the exceeding riehes
of the sovereign grace which the death and resurrection of the LORD
JESUS display, exclaim, "Who shall lay anything to the chal'ge of
Gob's elect 1 It is GOD tha.t justifieth" (Rom. viii. 33). CHmsT
glorified at the right hand of the FATHER is the "anchor of the
soul, both sure and stedfast."
The union between the ascended
HEAD and His mystical Body-the Church-insures eternal glory
unto every member in particular. His abiding word has once for
all declared, "Because I live, ye shall live also."
Well therefore may the neediest and humblest believer m
the LORD JESUS take up the trustful boast with which Holy Scrip.ture provides him, "Who shall separate us from the love of
CHRIST 1" 'Yell may the time and the eternity also of a bloodredeemed sinner be occupied with the praiseful refrain, "Thanks be
to GOD, which giveth us the victory through our LORD JESUS
CHRIST."
.
3 A 2
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" 0 Christ, what burdeng bowed
Thyhead!
Our load was laid on Thee;
Thou su:ffered'st in the sinner's
stead,
Didst bear all ill for me :
A victim led,
Thy blood was shed;
Now there's no load for me.

" The Father lifted up His rodo Clu;ist, it fell on Thee!
Thou wast sore stricken of Thy
GodThere's not one stroke for
me!
Thy tears, Thy blood,
Beneath it flowed;
Thy bruising healeth me.

" Death and the curse were in our
cupo Christ, 'twas full for Thee!
But Thou hast drain'd the last
dark drop'Tis empty now for me !
That bitter cupLove drank it up;
N o~ bleBBing's draught :tor me!

"The Holy One did hide His
faceo Christ, 'twas hid from Thee!
Dumb darkness wrapped Thy soul
a spaceThe darkness due to me:
But now Thy face
Of radiant grace
Shines forth in light on me! "

" For me, Lord J esus~ Thou hast died,
And I have died in Thee!
Thou'rt risen; my bonds are all untied;
And now Thou liv'st in me.
When purified,
Made white, and tried,
Thy glory then for me ! "
THE EDITOR.
BELIEVERS'

COMMUNIOK.

THE sweetest pleast,res of God's dear children are in fellowship with
the Father and the Son, through the Spirit. Every step in communion with God is a paradise. How can it be less, since they are
led by that Hand, at which are rivers of pleasures; lie in that
bosom, which is infinitely sweeter than myrrh, aloes, and cassia;
walk in the light of that countenance, from whose smile spring all
the delights of heaven, are always in view of that beauty, which
makes heaven glorious, and all who behold it happy 1 They sit
under the shadow of that tree of life, and have the banner of
Christ's love for their canopy; feast daily upon the choicest
delicacies of Christ's banqueting house, and drink of that pure water
of the river of life which proceeds out of the throne of God and the

Lamb.-Clarkson.
THE belief of final perseverance is an excellent spur to make a
believer humble, holy, active, as well as to raise him up after falls and
backslidings, and this upon the apostolic principle, knowing that his
labour shall not be in vain the Lord; whereas, who knows himself,
and sees the strength of his enemies, would lie down and despair if
he did not believe the promise that, "He who hath begun the
good work in him will perfect unto the day of Je~ms Christ."-Si'l'

R. Hill.
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DIVINE HANDWRITING.

"The Epistle of Uhrist."-2 CORINTHIANS iii. 4.
IT is a popular belief that a person's intellectual and moral characteristics are discoverable in his handwriting. This belief has been
reduced to a science. Without expressing any opinion on the
reliability of conclusions so arrived at, we are yet convinced that
there is a perfect correspondence between characteristics personal
to our heavenly Father and His transcription of them-so far. as
they are communicable-on the renewed hearts of His beloved
people.
Human handwriting is admittedly capricious and subject to
change. Every person is liable to vary the details, and even the
style of his handwriting, according to circumstances. Conditions of health
and the infirmities of age must always exercise a potent influence
on the manual use of the pen. Thus, the Apostle Paul-referring
no doubt to the infirmity of impaired sight-touchingly appeals to
the erring Churches of Galatia, " Ye see how large a letter [or,
rather, in what large ldtersJ I have written unto you with mine
our hand." The reference is not to the length of the Epistle, but
to the characters ill which the Epistle, or the concluding verses of
it, were penned.
Of course, certain peculiarities and idiosyncrasies may prevail in
a person's handwriting to the very end of his life, while its general
features and formation display countless variations. Immutability is
a moral attribute possessed by God only, and that quality-personal
to Himself-He reflects absolutely and perfectly in that "Epistle,"
which He writes by the Spirit on the hearts of His elect, on those
"fleshy tables" which He graciously prepares for the reception of
His Word.
The very material on which He is pleased to transcribe His own
moral character contrasts with all human materials, for it is imperishable.
Man-made writing-tables are necessarily subject to the
laws of decay. True, remarkable manuscripts, penned on vegetable
substances thousands of years ago, hu.ve recently been recovered from
Egyptian rubbish piles, but their fragile nature renders them liable to
crumble into dust on the slightest touch. Rock·inscribed records, too,
of high antiquity, exist in Oriental lands, yet time and climate are
rendering it increasingly difficult to decipher them. Not so those
sacred records of Divine truth which the Holy Spirit enables the dear
children of God to receive by faith into their inmost souls. For," the
new' man" in Christ Jesus is spiritually rendered susceptible and
sensitive to the communications of the mind and thoughts of God.
The good seed of the kingdom of heaven, falling into good ground, takes
living and abiding root therein. The pen of Covenant truth finds in
the renewed heart of the graqe-called sinner a writing-tablet mysteriously
designed and adapted to respond to every stroke and sign, and to
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retain them with .fidelity and in eternal freshness.
No decay is
possible in the delicate fabric on which, and in which, the Spirit of
Life transcribes the counsels of redeeming love and mercy. The new
nature remains ever new. The lessons of salvation, learned experimentally in. the sc'hool of Christ, although at times dimmed and
obscured, can never be obliterated. They must needs all be brought
again to remembrance. "Who teacheth like Him 7" Regarding the
results of that teaching, we may indeed adopt the saying of Solomon's,
"I know, that whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever; nothing
can be put to it, nor anything taken from it" (Eccles. iii. 14). A
promise, once written by the Holy Ghost on the fleshy table of a
believer's heart remains inscribed there for time and eternity.
And then, if we consider the imtrument employed for the production
of "the Epistle of Christ," profitable lessons at once present. themselves. The pen of the "Ready-writer" is the Truth of God. This
pen He uses with perfect skill. That which man writes is often
blemished and blurred. ' The pen of eternal truth which the Holy
Spirit wields is infallible. That which He writes upon the hearts of
God's children is produced with an instrument that neither time nor
circumstance can deteriorate. By nothing other than "the truth"
does the Holy Ghost ever inscribe upon living hearts the
.communications of the mind and thoughts of our heavenly Father.
He never yet made one false mark on those fleshy tablets, or erased
Like the Divine promises, written
,:thence one line or lesson.
indelibly in God's holy Book, their transcription by the hand of the
.Spirit on the renewed hearts of believers abides fixedly and for
.ever" Engraved as in eternal brass
The mighty promise shines;
Nor can the powers of darkness rase
Those everhtsting lines."
And, next, when we come to consider the matter written by the
Spirit of truth-" the Epistle of Christ "-how incomparably precious
it is! 'l'he character of Christ is verily stamped and stereotyped
upon" the new man "-the Word of God is made to dwell in him
richly-and that which is wrought is an eternal record of the love,
grace, and mercy of the Triune J ehovah.
In the Church of God, as ;J, whole, and in every believer in particular, Christ is set forth. Hence the Church of God's elect people
is called "the light of the world." The world may possess no
faculty to understand this great truth, yet the fact remains that the
saints are "the salt of the earth." The handwriting of God is indeed
legible in the history of God's Church on earth, but the eyes of the
world are blinded by Satan, "lest the light of the glorious Gospel of
Christ, who is image of God, should shine unto them" (2 Cor. iv. 4).
Wh'at is the sun in the heavens to one who was born blind·? What
is ': the Epistle of Christ" to one who never learned spirituaUy to
read 7 Wh!3n the Lord J esns Himself walked this earth of ours,and. '.vent in and out among men, the world knew Him not
(1 John iii. 1). And because the world knew Him not then, therefore
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it knows Him not in His people now; Yet, the vocation of the
followers of Christ is to let their light shine before men-whether they
appreciate it, or not.
"Invisible are we
. To this blind world below;
There's none but such as J ems
see
Can us discern, or know.

" We call it mire and dross,
The ' man' from whom we
cease;
To own it ours.is pain and loss,
And saps the Christian's peace.

.. All th~t which doth appear
Of us, or can be known
By reason's eye to mOl·tals
here,
We utterly disown.

" Jesus alone. we own,
And nothing know beside;.
In Him, as free from sin, we're
known
HIS· pure and holy Bride! "

To those who are crucified to the world, and to whom, in turn,
the world is crucified, "Christ is all."
..;The world, which once could claim
us,
Whose smile we loved so well :That world, whose pleasant broadway
Leads down to death and hell:That world, whose bitter malice
Spared not the Son of God,Now scorns us while we follow
The holy path He trod.

"Yet, in the world's estrangement
We glory, now, through
grace;
Rejection, earth's rejection,
Serves but to truly trace
The footst-eps of our Master,
The way He bids us come,
The royal road to glory,
To victory and home! "

."The Epistle of Christ" is testimony for the cause and claims of
Qur adorable M~ster and Lord. Oh, dear fellow disciples, let us
ever prayerfully seek the grace of the Holy Spirit to be fruitful in
bearing witness for the full truth of the Word. Since the hand
writing of our God is upon us, to consecrate us for His service in
the midst of "a crooked and perverse generation," be it ours to
display the mind of Christ in our daily walk and way. Oh, what a
oCo=endation divine is that-" Ye are manifestly declared to be
the Epistle of Christ, ministered by us, written not with ink, but with
the Spirit of the linng God." Our fruitfulness in the cause of
God's truth is the only evidence worth recognition, for it furnishes
the one reason for our sojourn in this "present evil world." As
Jesus has said :-" Herein is My Father glorified, that ye bear much
fruit." Pen and ink writing is only a dead letter-the experimental
writing of 'the free-grace Gospel on the Spirit-softened heart of a
favoured sinner is a living reality, for it brings forth "after its
kiud," to the honour and glory of its "altogether lovely" Author.
The character and likeness ·of Christ, as exhibited graciously in the
temper, mind, and walk of the dear children of God, are, no doubt,
a source of wonder to those heavenly intelligences of whom it is
written, "which things the angels desire to look into" (1 Peter i. 12).
For, is it not explicitly declared by the Holy Spirit that the Church
on earth is the vehicle of setting forth the wondrous wisdom of
(JUl'. :Covenant God in the way of salvation 1
"The unsearchable
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riches of Christ" are spoken of by the .Apostle Paul to the Ephesians
on this wise: "To the intent that now unto the principalities and
powers in heavenly places might be known, through [R. V.]. the.
Church, the manifold wisdom of God." Thus, although the Church
of God be a stranger to the world, she is the subject of the wondering study of celestial intelligences.
.Alas, dear brethren in Christ, how imperfectly and unworthily do we
grasp in realization this astounding aspect of the grace of our Godthat toe should be a spiritual object lesson to the world of unfallen.
angels! while we are unknown in the world of fallen men! Yet,
this is our present calling. May the thought that we are thus the
objects of the observation of an infinitely holy God, and of His sinless:
creatures, powerfully affect our consciences and hearts day by day, and
constrain us to exercise circumspection, vigilance, and prayer, lest we
sin against knowledge and light. It is indeed very humiliating to
know what poor stumbling, errant creatures we are-as God's children
-at the very best, down here. .And nothing but the efficacy of the.
cleansing blood of the sacrificed Lamb of God can pacify our sintroubled hearts. Increasingly precious does that blood become to faith t
Our need of its application to our consciences grows in our experience
as years roll by, and we find no improvement in ourselves! "0 wretched
. man that I am ! Who shall deliver me from the body of this death 7"
-the cry of "Paul the aged "-is our cry likewise. .And in proportion
as the cleansing power of the blood of atonement is realized within, weshall give evidence of the mind of Christ in our outward liyes and
conversation. " The Epistle of Christ" will be readable, and will be
read by our brethren in the Lord. They will seek fellowship with ns
in our holy walk, and" the communion of sain "will cease to be a,
pleasant theory, and will become an ever-deepening, substantial
reality. The testimony borne to the efficacy of the Spirit's teaching
and indwelling by the humble, obedient child of God, is of great.
price in the sight of our heavenly Father. It glorifies His Name
when His beloved ones walk" as becometh the Gospel," and adorn the:
doctrine of their Lord and Master.
Oh, dear fellow-believers, may the consuming desire of our hearts.
be to show forth the virtues of Him who has called us out of'the
darkness of nature's ignorance into the maryellous light of the knowledge of the Three-One God of salvation. This is our vocation.
This, too, is the purpose of our God and Father concerning us. " Be
ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is." If
we walk in the light "as He is in the light," we shall enjoy pure
communion with Him and He with us, and the sprinkled blood of'
Jesus Christ His Son will purge us inwardly from all sin. .And.
what-what-is this if not an antepast of the Marriage 8upper of
the Lamb 7 .And, 0 Lord Jesus" If such the sweetness of the stream,
What must the fountain be,
Where saints and angels draw their bliss
Immediately from Thee? "

J.O.
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l}ilgrim Japers.
"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY 7"
(ESTHER ii. 20.)
(Continued from page 593.)

"EsTHER had not showed her people nor her' kindred, for Mordecai'
had charged her that· she should not show it." Here we have an
insight into her character as an adopted child, obedient in all things to
him who stood in the relationship of father to her. It illustrates ., the
obedience of faith" in those who are made the children of God by
adoption-they keep the charge of the Lord their God and obey
His voice. "Honour thy father," while it is a commandment inculcated upon every child, is "exceeding broad" (Psalm cxix. 96) in
its aspect God-ward; thus its extent is acknowledged by the compilers of our Liturgy, when this law is amplified in the Catechism as
having reference to spiritual pastors and masters. Mordecai stood in
the twofold position to Esther, having the additional claim upon her
from absence of natural obligation to provide for and protect her, and
from their peculiar circumstances as captives in a strange land. How
much more should we who were aliens, but now have the Spirit of
adoption, yield submission to our Lord Jesus Christ, "obeying the
will of God from the heart." Evidently hers was unquestioning compliance; it sufficed that so Mordecai had charged her. Oh for this
humble spirit, recognizing continually the obligation of grateful love
to do His will who hath adopted ns into His family! There is "a
time- to keep silence"; the time was not yet come for her witnessbearing. She obeyed cheerfully, "of a ready mind."
"And Mordecai walked every day before the court of the women t()
know how Esther did, and what would become of her." What a
glimpse of His tender solicitude, who walketh in the midst of the
seven golden candlesticks, that represent His Church, caring for every
one of His sons and daughters! How could He omit a day, an hour,
yea, "every moment" (Isaiah xxvii. 3), to make Himself acquainted
with the state of health of each of His adopted children'r
Ponder it, ye suffering, feeble ones,
" walked every day
befo're the COU1"i, to know h01.o E~theT did."
The God-man,
the Man of sorrows, of bitter bruising, is second to none:
in sympathetic care; "that in all things He might have the preeminence." He must be pre-eminent in solicitude, as a Father! Is a
loving parent anxious for the health of the ~hild, how much more
" the Everlasting Father" 7 We want more simple faith and the single
eye, resting on and" looking unto Jesus," who caTeth for us, careth
for our bodily health that it should prosper as the soul often prospereth
when it is impaired by siekness (3 John, 2). There is much talk, in
these days, of seeing specialists. It is a blessed acquaintance when we
know the great Specialist for every intricate case, even those deemed
incurable by the faculty, and at once take the difficulty to Him, consulting Him fint I His diagnosis is perfect, and His opinion most
calming!
•
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Mordecai not only was anxious" to know how Esther did," but also
"what should become of her." Here again the type falls short. He
whose omniscient eye sees the end from the beginr..ing, is the only One
to reply to th.e question, "Who shall tell us that which shall be ~"
thus producing peace when all around are disturbed, by enabling the
soul to rest upon the word of the King j the secret intimation of that
which shall be, which in due season comes to pass!
I' Now when every maid's turn was come to go in to the king
Ahasuerus, after she had been twelve months, according to the manner
of the women (for so were the days of their purification accomplished,
to wit, six months with oil of myrrh, and six months with sweet odours,
and with other things for the purifying of the women)." This Eastern
custom of purification of those who were brought to king Ahasuerus
and became his wives and concubines seems at first sight to have no.
analogy in the divine life, but as we trace out the things used the
persuasion is strengthened that the work of the Spirit in a
renewed soul, preparing it for union with Christ, is shadowed here.
Esther was purified six months with oil of myrrh. "Comparing
spiritual things with spiritual," we find that myrrh was a
"principal spice" in compounding the oil of holy ointment used
101' .anointing the tabernacle and all vessels for worship, the high
priest and his' sons, and afterwards kings and prophets: and to this
allointing we have the key given by the Apostle John, "But the
anointing which ye have receivp.d abideth in you, and ye need not
that any man teach you, but as the same anointing teacheth you
of all things and is truth and is no lie, and even as it hath taught
you, ye shall abide in Him" (I John ii. 21). So that we have
no hesitation in seeing the "unction of the Holy One" here, and
in the natural properties of the compound tracing out a faint
illustration of His· operations.
Myrrh is the first ingredient,
bec~se its properties represent to us the first proof that we have
been artakers of this holy anointing, and if not already brought
into un'on with our King, are, like Esther, being prepared for the
high hon<\ur and blessed position. Myrrh is a white gum exuding
from the t\unk and lar~er branches of a thorny tree like the
acacia, exceedingly bitter but very healing jthe ancients used it
in their most costly perfumes. Can we fail to see represented the
grace of repentance which comes from the Tree of Life, who is
"exalted a Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance unto Israel
and remission of sins " ~ It is the first work of the Divine
Comforter whom He s(lnds from the Father. "When He is come,
He will reprove [margin, "convince," R.V.," convict "] the world
()f sin," Bitterness, indeed, did sin occasion the Head as Representative of the members, 'and as they are made partakers of the
Holy Ghost true godly sor·row. for siu causes them bitterness.
'-'They shall look on Me who~ they pierced, and mourn for Him,
and be bitterness for Him, as one, that is in bitterness for his firstborn." Thus the twofold properties 'Q..f myrrh come out in the Antitype
-to make sin an-evil- and bitter thing, .and show the tree by which the
bitter becomes sweet (Exod. xv. 25). '.Q1ose with whom :the King of,
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heaven, the' high and lofty One, whose name is Huly, will dwell,
must have this preparation, must become contrite in heart;. for
with such He condescends to dwell and abide for ever: therefore,
again and again they must be "annointed with fresh oil" of myrrh,
to keep up the continual fragrance. "To everything there is a
season, and a time to every purpose under heaven." After six
months with oil of myrrh, there followed six months with sweet
()dours; agreeing with this we have sweet cinnamon and sweet calamus,
half proportion of each in the holy ointment, and trace in their
(Jualities a similarity to faith and hope, twin graces of the Spirit.
'weet cinnamon is the bark of the canella, most grateful, aromatic
and highly pungent; it yields a very fine cordial. It is taken from
t.b.e tree by making an incision which causes the bark to curl and
separate itself almost involuntarily, when acted on by the sun's
heat. We see faith here in its separating effect. "This is the
victory that overcometh the world, even our faith." Its odour
comes out the more fragrant by application of heat-sun or fire.
"That the trial of your faith being much more precious than of
gold that perisheth, though it be tried by ji1'e, might be found unto
praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ"
(l Peter i. 7). That from the smallest twigs is accounted best.
The faith of God's little children is sweet spice. to Him. Many a
deep cutting in the flesh produces the aromatic virtue of faith,
and the Sun's heat causes separation. As the bark yields the
pice, so faith is manifest outwardly in the life and walk of a child
()f God. "I will show thee my "faith by my works" (James ii. 10).
Its twin grace is not outwardly 'seen, so sweet calamus is in
harmony with this distinction. It is an odoriferous cane, growing
in the East. The stem has no branches, but a cr.own at the top.
The true cane is not visible on the outside, but the bark being
taken off discovers the smooth stick, what the Dutch sell to
travellers. One species, Calamus ammaticus, is a reed two feet
high, is said to scent the air while growing, and when dried and
powdered makes an ingredient in the richest perfume. Is not hope
the· sweet cane or walking-stick to help the heaven-bound traveller
along the trying way 1 Sweet indeed is the pilgrim's. staff as
a support to. the soul. "Christ is our hope" (1 Tim. i. 1); and" we
are saved by hope, but hope that is seen is not hope." The sweet spice.
is well pleasing to the Lurd, who" taketh pleasure in His people, and in
them that hope in Hid mercy" (Psalm cx.lvii. 11); Isaiah xliii. 24, and
Jer. vi. 20, both refer to the sweet cane as what the Lord delights in.
weet cassia is another spice in the holy unction. There are said
to be fifty-one species of cassia, all natives of warm climates, growing
high, with widespread branches; fit emblem of the diffusive character
()f love, that heaven-born principle that must expand the heart and
extend its influence, for the love of God shed abroad in the heart
cannot selfishly be wrapt up, but longs to go forth to bless others and
seek their· salvation, and is a growing principle with heavenward
tendency. "Love is of God, and he that loveth not knoweth not God;
fpr God is love."

•
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The proportion of each· spice in the holy compound is given In
shekels, that is, monetary worth, not measu1·e,. for they were not
estimated so much by their bulk as their sanctuary value and
preciousness. There is no record in the case of Esther of quantity or
the oil of myrh and the sweet spices and other things used in purification. Many souls are distressed at contemplating the small measure
of their repentance, little faith and hope and love. God looks at the
• weight, worth, and costliness of the spices: He commanded the due
proportion in the mingling of the holy unction, which has its analogy
in the portion given to each maiden at the discretion of the king's
chamberlain; so the Divine Spirit, "dividin~ to every man severally
as He will." . None of the maidens provided sweet odours for herselfthey were bestowed at the cost of the king (Eph. iv. 8; Acts ii. 33, 37),
neither could any question arise as to the due time of purification, for
" so were the days of their purification accomplished, according to the
manner of the women." Oh for grace to rest in His work!
A question arose here, Have we any Scripture warrant for thus
interpreting the things used for purification, or is it merely fanciful ~
The answer was conclusively given by several passages being
quickly brought to mind :-" For godly sorrow worketh repentance
to salvation, not to be repented of. For behold this selfsame thing,
that ye sorrowed after a godly sort, what carefulness it wrought
.n you, yea, what clearing of yourselves! &c. In all things ye have
approved yourselves to be clear [R.V., "pure"] in this matter"
(2 Cor. vii. 10, 11). "God, which knoweth the hearts, bare them
witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, even as He did unto us,
purifying their hearts by faith" ·(Acts xv. 8, 9).
Here the work
of purifying is attributed to the Divine Spirit (as to the king's
chamberlain), and the means used, faith. "Every man that hath
this hope in him purifyeth himself, even as He is pure" (1 John iii. 3).
"Seeing ye have purified yourselves in obeying the truth through
the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love
one· another with a pure heart fervently" (1 Peter i. 22). So we
have four witnesses confirming-the Apostles Paul, James, John,
and Peter. See also love, as a sweet odour, (PhiJ. iv. 18). Let us
wait on the King's Chamberlain for our sweet odours, that all our
garments may smell of myrrh, aloes, and cassia, sweet cinnamon and
sweet calamu,;;! It is essential oil!
"Now when every maid's turn was come to go into king
Ahasuerus, after she had been twelve months, according to the
manner of the women (for so were the days of their purification
accomplished)."
One sweetly solemn thought we must not omit,
that when the days of purification are accomplished, each one's.
turn comes, according to royal appointment and divine order, to go
in to "see the King in His beauty," and abide in His house
for ever!"
"Thus came every maiden unto the king; whatsoever she.
desired was given her to go with her out of the house of the
women unto the king's house." How bountifully the king dealt.
with them! but our King exceedeth, like Solomon to Sheba's queen,
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who gave her "whatsoever she asked, all her desire, besides that
which he gave her of his royal bounty"; so hath not the Lord Jesus
said, "Ask amI ye shall receive, that your joy may be full" 7
(John xvi. 24). "Ask and it shall be given you." "Ve'rily, verily, I
say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in My Name, He
will give it you" (John xvi. 23). "If ye shall ask anything in My
name I will do it" (chap. xiv. 14).
So if our souls be' perplexed
about needed preparation for our King's presence-repentance true
and deep, faith, hope, or love, we have only ,to ask and have! Let
it not be said of any, "Ye have not because ye ask not"
(James iv. 2).
" In the evening she went, and on the morrow she returned into the
second house of the women, to the custody of Shaashgaz, the king's
chamberlain, that kept the concubines; she cam~ in into the king no
more, except the king delighted in her, and that she were called by
name." Here again the excelling grace and goodness of King Jesus is
manifest; for none were ever brought to Him with preparation of
heart by the Spirit's anointing and were rejected. "Him that cometh
unto Me, I will in no wise cast out."
"Now when the turn of Esther, the daughter of Abihail, the uncle
of Mordecai, who had taken her for his daughter, was come to go in
unto the king, she required nothing but what Hegai the king's
chamberlain, the keeper of the women, appointed." It is the expression
of the humble believing soul" Nothing in my hand I bring; "
" Naked, come to Thee for dress;
Helpless, look to Thee for grace."
Satisfied with the Spirit's work as Vicegerent of our King, His gifts,
His disposal, seeking only the royal favour.
" Pleased with all the Lord provides,
Weaned from all the world besides."
So should we seek to come into the king's presence. " And Esther
obtained favour in the sight of all them that looked upon her." The
sweet humility, the beauty of holiness, "the beauty of the Lord our
God," His comeliness put upon her, rendered her more pleasing in the
eyes of those who beheld her than merely natural charms could do.
"So Esther was taken unto king Ahasuerus into his royal house
in the tenth month, which is the month Tebeth [winter, the Hebrew
month frolll the new moon of January to that of February], in the
s0venth year of his reign." "She shall be hrought unto the king."
So let us seek to be taken, contented with ilhe Spirit's operations
to make us "meet," assured that anything beyond the preparation
of the heart, which is from the Lord, is only of self, and cannot
render Ull "well pleasing in His sight."
,,
"And the king loved Esther above all the women." This buman
affection which king Ahasuerus bestowed upon a Jewess is the link,
the important connecting link in the chain of Divine purpose and
providence for the deliverance of her people. It shadows to us,
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"the exceeding great love of our Master and only Saviour." "Christ
loved the Church and gave Himself for it "-a transcendent, un~
paralleled love! "She obtained grace and favour in his sight above
all the virgins; so that he set the royal crown upon her head, and
made her queen instead of Vashti." The Lord sets His royal love
and sovereign grace upon the lilembers of His body the Church, as
did king Ahasuerus upon Esther, alid says of her, "My love, my
undefiled is but one; sh'e is the only one of her mother, she is
the choice one of her that bare her.
The daughters saw her;
and blessed her; yea, the queens and the concubiues, and they
praised her" (Song. vi. 9).
" Thou shalt be called Hephzibah " [my
dfllight is in her], for the Lord delighteth in thee" (Isaiah Ixii. 4).
,. So that he set the royal crown upon her head, and made her queen
instead of Vashti." :rhus becoming a type of the Gentile Church,
Jewish in its' origin and first members, brought into the place of
favour, acceptance, and access which the Jewish Church had hitherto
enjoyed. It foreshadows also the time when the King of all the
earth shall set the crown of life, the crown of righteouness, and
the crown of glory upon the head of His redeemed Bride, and the
whole company of His blood-bought, sanctified ones shall be declared
"all fair," "without spot or wrinkle, or any such thing," in presence
of an assembled universe! In that great day He too shall be crowned
Lord of all-for" On his Head were many crowns" (Rev. xix. 12).
"Then the king made a great feast unto all his princes and
his servants, even Esther's feast, and he made a release to
the provinces and gave gifts according to the state of the king."
It seems probable that Esther was pre ent at this feast made in her
honour, more especially as her predece8l'or was put away for refusing
to be present at the king's command; and its typical aspect would
be the more analogous, for the great day of. the marriage feast 1)f
the Lamb is also called" the manifestation of the ons of God" (Rom.
viii. 19). "I will show thee the bride, the Lamb's wife" (Rev.
xxi. 9). Yea, it is His purpose even now" to make all men see what
is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the
world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ:
to the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly
places might be known by the Church the manifold wisdom of God,
according to His eternal purpose which He purposed in Christ Jesus"
(Eph. iii. 9-11). In the espousing of the Gentile Church our King
made a release to the provinces that were hitherto in bondage, which
is still going on while the Gospel feast continues (Isaiah xxv. 6),
and the ascension gifts bestowed at Pentecost in the outpouring
of 'the Spirit are still granted, "according to the state of the king."
What, then, will· be the glory of the day of consummation 7 An
that . ~ye 'hath seen or ear heard cannot equal it; blessed indeed
are they who can say, "But God hath revealed them unto us by
His Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things
of God", (l Cor. ii. 10).

Leicester.

MARY.

(To ~e ' ontinued.)
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WELL·SPRINGS.
" I will say to the 'llo'rth, Give up,. and to the south, Keep not
blwk; bring M.1J sons from far, and My daughters from the ends of the
earth; even eV81'y one that is called by My name: f01' I have createa
him for M.'IJ glO1'y, I have formed him," yea, I have made him."ISAIAH xliii. 6, 7.
DIVINE sovereignty is the firm basis upon which rests the entire
scheme of redemption, the work of grace and Gospel reign of blessing.
"For I wat whom God blesseth is blessed." "He has blessed, and I
cannot reverse it," were the words put in Balaam's lips to be uttered.
It is the great First Cause, from whence proceeds all blessing to, in,
and for God's people, who, in spite of all oppof}ition within and without,
are brought to this acknowledgment, "Even so, Father, for so it
seemed good in Thy sight" to make of one so vile, so unwort.hy, so full
of sin, a chosen vessel unto honour. Such blood-washed ones love t()
unite in singing"Determined to save, He watched o'er my path,
While, Satan's blind slave, I spQrted with death."

,~

And the writer never forgets the unctuous power resting upon a
sermon heard from the lips of the late dear Dr. HEWLETT upon God's
sovereignty, a he quoted the words"For thus the eternal counsel ran,~
Almighty grace, arrest that man."
Thus, from raIl eternity, because "the Lord was ready to save me,"
and-throughout the countless ages to come-that blessing remains
unalterable, irrevocable, because He hath spoken and He cannot
deny Himself. "Here," said the late faithful JOSEPH IRONS, in his
invaluable little book, "Jazer," "is the grand asylum of every tried
Christian, the will of his heavenly Father.
This is the firm
foundation on which he places his comforts, and in God's good
pleasure every wish of hi heart, every emotion of his soul, and every
action of his life should find their centre." He will have a people
made willing in the day of His power; whatever the earth-born hindrances, whatever the apparently insurmountable difficulties, the
innumerable sins, hardness of heart, when the royal mandate goes
forth and His voice reaches to the very ends of the earth, "Give
up," none can stay the Divine. progress, but they, these ends of the
earth, sons and daughters of the 110rd God Om;nipotent, shall come
and hear His voice and live.
.... . . .
"I will say to the north, Give up; 'and to the' so'uth, Keep not
back." By a .diversity of ways and means is this brought about,
and all traceable to the sovereign will of J ehovah.· Oh, the wonders
of His grace! What can it not do, since it has saved a Magdalene,
a thief, a Manasseh, and me, beloved reader 1 who am less than the
least of all in the kingdom of grace, and chiefest and vilest in
regard to my sinnership. We can only say, "Why me 1 why such
a sinner, black as he1l1 Why was I not justly passed by and left
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to my merited retribution 1" "Because the Lord loved you," is the
()fie irrevocable and otherwise inexplainable answer.
And here I pause for a moment to throw in, 'for the ,benefit of
readers who are not privileged as we to gather the choice lessons as
dropping from the dear EDITOR'S lips in his weekly services, a beautiful
thought he recently gave us at our valued Bible Class, not altogether
out of place in regard to our present subject. In speaking upon Romans
iii. 24, "Being justifiedjreelJl by His grace," Mr. ORMISTOK most helpfully
pointed out that the word there translated freely from the Greek, i'l
precisely the same word as employed in 2 Thessalonians iii. 8, there translated "for nought," and in John xv. ~, is "tcithout cause." Yes, that
is it, that loving 'and justifying us freely, for nought in ourselves,
without cause in us, except as "in His pity," He has said to the
north and, south, "Give up, and keep not back My sons and
daughters whom I have called out, and am calling out by .name,
-even everyone that is called by My Name," which is none
other than the Lurd our Righteousness. Oh, the blessed rest there
is in the &overeignty of our God! the inscrntable wisdom of it,
the wondrons mercy of it. If Jacob is to receive the blessing, no
Esau in creation can rob him of his portion. If Jehovah has declared
of the harlot ,Rahab, that she shall live, let all the walls of Jericho
fall, yet that piece upon which her house was built shall stand,
and Rahab shall be preserved alive. If He has given commandment
to bless, no Balak nor Balaam can reverse that blessing. And all these
.instances go to set forth the individuality of His calling. " The household which the Lord shall take shall come man by man," counted,
marked, just as the sheep passed under the shepherd's rod for the
marking of the "tenth."
When the righteous judgment of God passed upon the company of
Dathan and Abirarn, so that" the earth opened her mouth and swallowed
.them up together with KOl'ah, when that company died, what time the
Sre devoured two hundred and fifty rr:.en, and they became a sign,"
what do we 'read but the sovereignty of our God in the verse that
follows: "Notwithstanding the sons of Korah died not" 1 Sovereign
choice and mercy lay couched here; and when next we read of "the sons
.of Korah" they are as singers in the Temple, and many of David's
Psalms are addressed to them who could so feelingly sing Redemption's
tory.
We come to yet another spiritual gleaning in the history of
Zelophehad's daughters (Numb., xxvii.), who pleaded and won their
.-case of inheritance passing to. a man's daughter who dying leaves no
son. The Mosaical law was through their appeal found to be weak,
.and re-established through' "Moses bringing the cause before the
Lord," and the Lord commanded" concerning the daughters of Zelophehad saying, Let them marry to whom they think best; only to the
family of the tribe of their father shall they marry.", Thus the law
{)f the tribes was established. Again, a gem of Divine choice is set
parklibg in :the case of Ruth, who, virtually through ,her marriage,
was an outcast. In the first chapter of Ruth we read how" Elimelech,
Naomi's husband, died, and she was left and her two sons. And they
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took them wives of the women of Moab; the name of the one was
Orpah, and the name of the other Ruth." Now, Moab's origin was
disgraceful, as we read from Genesis xix. Their enmity against God
was bitter, and His curse rested upon them. " Moab shall be trodden
down under him, even as straw is trodden down for the dunghill."
And not even to the tenth generation was a Moabite to enter into
the congregation of the Lord (Deut. xxiii. 3). Practically extinct, you
may say, taking it to the tenth generation. But oh, how grace
sparkles here! Divine choice and destiny shine forth; and Jesus,
Sovereign Ruler and Lord of all power and might, is crowned with His
kingly rights. "And such were some of you," deservedly outcasts,
rightly dunghill rubbish, justly termed " the offscouring of all things."
And for all this our Elder Brother" took not on Him the nature of
angels; but He took on Him the seed of Abraham," that He might be
made like unto us, "the First·born among many brethren." Now" look,"
beloved, "unto the rock whence ye are hewn, and to the hole of the pit
whence ye are digged." " Ruth the :M:oabitess," must cleave unto her
mother-in-law when she returns to Bethlebem-Judah: "her hap"
must be "to light on a part of the field belonging unto Boaz," where
she may, with his lordly permission, glean her" handfuls of purpose,"
yea, even to the favour of gathering "among the sheaves," until Boaz,
acknowledging the right of a kinsman to redeem, declares, " Moreover
Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon have I purchased to be my
wife, to raise up the name of the dead upon his inheritance, that
the name of the dead be not cut off from among his brethren, and
from the gate of his place: ye are witnesses this day." "So Boaz
took Ruth," who" bare him a son
and they called his
name Obed; he is the father of Jesse, the father of David." And
the prophetic language of Micah .v. 2, is fulfilled .in Matthew's
genealogical table, wherein, in His sovereign grace and mercy and
electing choice, the names of Tamar, Rahab, and Ruth are forerunners in those "fourteen generations from Abraham to David,
and from David until the carrying away into Babylon, fourteen
generations; and from the carrying away into Babylon unto Christ
are fourteen generations." "I am black but comely," says the Bride
in the Song of Solomo~, "through the comeliness that He has put
upon me."
"Evermore that light transform
us
In the Father's sight;
Not His love alone our portion,
But His full delight!
" Not because of guilt, but glory
Doth His love provide
That fair robe, so well becoming
Christ's unspotted Bride.

" Fair amidst His new creation,
Formed from Christ alone,
God, in us His Son beholding,
Rests, the work is done,
"Wondrous riches of the glory,
Won in shame and blood,
And from heaven outponred in.
fulness
Endless love of God."

AgaifJ, this lesson may be traced through the history of theGibeonites.
They were a -remnant of the Amorites; and the
Amorites-bitter people, cruel rebels, as their name signifies-were3 B
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·a 'people descended from Einori, the fourth son' of, Catiaan, and
"inhabited the: land ,to, the west of the Dead Sea, or' Sodom. .'Briefly
we gather· from Joshua ix. that these Gibeonites so fully believed in
:the mighty deedS"'of Israel's God, that at all costs they' seek to
make a league with His 'Covenant' people, and are content to .place
themselves at the mercy of Joshua, 'even .if it be as bondsmen,
:" hewers of wood and drawers of water for the house of my God;"
·If we pass on to 1 Chron. ix. 2, Ezra ii. 43, and Neh~ vii.:4~, we
find mention made of the Nethinims. Their name means "devoted,"
and sacred history tells us that they were a remnant of the Gibeonites
and were given as sacred servants or bondsmen unto the priests,
(1 Kings ix. 20-22), and employed thus by king Solomon. They
were not the first, however, who were set apart as the Lord's
bondsmen, 'for Moses had previously mentioned vo",s by which men
devoted themselves or others-that is, children or servants-unto
God, to minister in the sanctuary, although their numbers greatly
increased -in later times under David and others. Their condition
'appears to have been easy, "I will exact no burden;" and His
children learn by blessed experience that whilst there is a yoke in
His service, yet, keeping near Him in sweet communion, the heaviest
end falls on the shoulders of ,their Divine El Shaddai; It was not
until after the captivity that these Gibeonites were called Nethinims
(Neh. iii. 26, vii. 46, 60, 73; xi. 3, 21). They had been carried
away into captivity, and located not far from the Caspian Sea,
whence Ezra brought two hundred and twenty of them into Judea
(Ezra viii. 1.7-20). ".A. seed shall serve Him," and in all these
national lessons His children delight to prove the glorious abounding
of grace over sin in their spiritual history, and the mighty power
put forth on. their behalf, which has brought them to His feet from
north, south, east, and west.
But we have already encroached upon the usual space allotted.
The reader can enlarge upon this precious subject for himself.
Turn once more.to the verse that heads our paper: "I will say to
the north,. Give up, and to the south, Keep not back j bring My
sons from far, and My daughters from the ends of the earth;
even everyone that is called by My name." "I, the Present,
immutable J ehovah, who am self-existent, perfect, independent,
dating from all eternity-' I will say to the north and south, Give
up and keep not back.' Passing by others and bringing in My
perfect justice and righteousness with all My mercy and truth, I
will speak unto thee, and tell thee that since thou wast precious
in My sight and hast been honourable, and I have loved thee, therefore I will give men for thee, and people for thy life. Fear not
for I am with thee j I will bring thy setd from the east, and gather
thee from the west; 'I will say to the north [and what manner
of Man is this, that even the winds and sea obey Him 1] Give up;
and to the south, "Keep not back" [" Let My beloved come into His
garden," and speak the life-giving words, "Come, thou south wind,
blow upon My garden, that the spices thereof may flow out"]; "bring
:My sons from afar, and My daughters from the ends of the earth,"
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an elect number scattered abroad by nature and gathered together
by grace, "So shall the congregation of the people compass Thee
about" (Psalm vii. 7).
'.
And for what end all this calling out and gathering unto Him 1
.. Even everyone that is called by My name: for I have created
him for My glory; I have formed him; yea, I have made him." All
,passive as regards the creature whom Jeho:vah has thus created
(Heb, "to bring out of nothing "), fm'med (Heb., "to constitute,
appoint "), made (Eeb., "energize," made the final dispositions and
arrangements concerning him.)% In this verse three different Hebrew
words are used, and all in allusion to these sons and daughters of
the Lord God Almighty, who thus created, formed" made, and called
from the very ends of the earth, are for His glory, and in whose
sight they are precious, honourable, loved, according to His own
declaration: "For I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel,
thy Saviour."
, Beloved, if so be that ye have, in however small measure, tasted of the
Lord's graciousness and hear~ His voice of .so.vereign power and love
and mercy, go forth to speak the honour and worth of thine Immanuel,
and declare in thy life, lip, and love His glory which has been so
manifestly great in thy salvation. As the Mighty Conqueror, He has
gone up on high; as Victor over sin and death, p,ell and the grave,
He lives and reigns at the Father's right hand, there to bring home
every elect vessel of mercy; north and south giving up, east and
west yielding the trophies of His blood, the grace-won spoils that
shall to all eternity redound to the glories of so kingly and mighty
salvation. No fewer than thirty-two times is the personal pronoun
I, J ehovah, used in this cbapter. It is a perfect catena of what He
has done and is doing for His people. It is J ehovah-Jesus speaking,
and speaking to thee, "Say, POO1' sinner, lovest tholt Me?"
" They
sat down at Thy feet; everyone shall receive of Thy words."

R.
IT is absolutely impo sible that the world should have any idea
either of the joys or sorrows of God's people, because the one and
th'e other are peculiar to grace, and are such as nature is totally
incapable of taking any part in.-Si1· R. Hill.
"TRAIN up a child in the way he should go," is the injunction God
lays on us. It is also the principle on which He Himself is acting
with His Church. Re is training up His children here. This is the
true character of His dealings with them. The education of His saints
is the object He has in view. It is education for eternity. How
momentous, then, is the training! It is God who is carrying it on, by
the Holy Ghost. It is the Church, which is the body of Christ, that is
the subject of it. And it is to prepare her for an everlasting kingdom.
-Dr. H01'atilts Bona1·.
* The writer is indebted 'for this Hebrew light upon these three words to
Pastor FULLER GOOCH, lin his sublime address at the Clifton Conference in
1893.
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THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST:THE CmnNG Kuw.

"He is altogether lovely."-SoLmlON's Smw v. 16.
"Thy King cometh unto thee."-MATTHEW xxi. 5,
IT is an undoubted and blessed truth that the coming of the King
is the one hope. of Zion, the Church of the living God. The Lord
Jesus comes to His own in many senses, at sundry times, and in divers
manners.
We see Him coming to the Old Testament saints iLl
wonderful self-revealings. He came to this world literally at His.
birth. He comes spiritually to His people in gracious communings,
especially when they are gathered together in His name, according to
His promise (Matt. xviii. 20)., The ,King comes providentially wheu
He exercises that power on their behalf which is given to Him for this
end (Matt. xxvi. 18). The King is coming personally in the clouds of
heaven, when the present dispensation shall have run its course, and the
fulness of the Gentiles be gathered in. No wonder the coming of the
King forms the great subject of prophecy. Zechariah, in glowing
language, delivered this message to the daughter of Zion, ",Behold.
thy King cometh unto thee" (ix. 9). N early five hundred years
afterwards the promise was actually fulfilled and the prophecy
accomplished (Matt. xxi. 4, 5). Even thus, the Word of the Lord
shall stand, and its every utterance be verified. In the fulness of time
the Lord Jesus did come to Zion in the very manner indicated by the
Prophet. The good news, the glad tidings proclaimed by Zechariah
and the rest of the Seers were proved in the end to be true and
righteous altogether.
1. In the first place, we will consider the blessed and marvellous
ORDER OF HIS COMIKG to Zion. A divine order marks His appear7
ings.
This fact is strikingly illustrated by the circumstances
at,tending His entrance into Jerusalem in fulfilment of Zechariah's
llroQhecy. The narrative affords an emphatic answer to the question,
"How does the King come 7" M!!-tthew shows us that He came in
Meeh,'ness-" meek and lowly" (5); in T1'iumph-with "Hosannas"
(9); in Judgmrmt-to cast the traffickers out of the Temple (12); and
in Mercy-to heal the blind and the lame (14). Every aspect of His.
coming reveals the same glorious King in His all.surpassing loveliness.
For instance, when He comes experimentally to the hearts of His.
saints, it is in "meekness," condescending to men of low estate; it;
is in "triumph," glorifying Himself by inhabiting the praises of
Israel; it is in "judgment," for He detects and overcomes the
thieves and robbers in His Temple; and most assuredly when thiffi
work is accomplished He richly displays His "mercy" in healing thft
spiritually blind and lame. Pursuing our subject, we'observe2. Christ comes in His WORD. Sometimes in the sweet distillings:
of His own divine grace, He comes down "like rain upon the mOWIJi1
grass, as showers that water the earth" (Psalm lxxii. 6). Sometimes
His voice makes the Word "sharper than any two.edged sword,
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of th~
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joints and marrow," so that it becomes" a discerner of the. thoughts
and intents of the heart" CHeb. iv. 12), effectually accomplishing the
purpose of His grace in the conviction of sinners. Sometimes the
Lord speaks the promise home to the sorrowful spirits of His saints,
and then it is made life and power, giving the oil of joy for
mourning, and the garments of praise for the spirit of heaviness
(Isaiah lxi. 3). Such is the power of the saving health of the Gospel
when Christ comes to heal and to save. But, He also often comes
in a precept to direct our doubtful steps, and to guide our feet into
t.he way in which He would have us to walk. Thus He answers
our oft-repeated p!;ayer to be made right and kept right. We do
well to take earnest heed, and carefully watch His comings ill
His Word.
3. He also comes in His PROVIDE~CES. Even" the clouds are the
<Lust of His feet" (Nahum i. 3). They are His chariot (Psalm civ. 3)
in which He rides when He comes to test, to train, and to teach His
.ehildren. The very balancings of the clouds are wonderful
(Job xxxvii. 16). We are prone to look for the coming of the Lord
Jesus in bright dispensations, but very often it is"Behind a. frowning providence
He hides a smiling face."
Dark and trying days ofi adversity are not always tokens of His
displeasure. It is very shallow and superficial teaching that necessarily
connects the Divine approbation and blessing with prosperity. Oil
the contrary, outward prosperity is very often the lot of the
wicked, while adversity is the lot of the righteous. The promise
1l'uns, "I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy-seat"
(Lev. xvi. 2).
4. Again, the Lord Jesus comes in the chariot of the GOSPEL'
(Song iii. 9).
It is nnsatisfactory to living souls to listen to
preaching without Christ in it. In how many places humble seekers
after Jesus have to mourn, and sigh, and say : "They have taken
away my Lord, and I know not. where they have laid Him." A
Christless testimony suits Christless professors. A dead, sensuous
form suits dead sinners who know no life but the life of sense. But
humble hearts love the Gospel, and eagerly look for His appearing
in the Gospel. How anxious they are to hear the King's voice, and
to see His face through the means (Song ii. 9), sometimes on the
tiptoe of expectation they really hope the appointed time has come,
but disappointment is their portion. To such we say"Tarry His leisure, then,
Wait the appointed hour,
Wait till the Bridegroom of your souls.
Reveals His love with power."
"' The vision is for an appointed time. Though it tarry, wait for it."
When Christ comes to reveal Himself all is well. He has promised
to visit every waiting one, and does so again and again.
5. Christ comes by Bis SPlRIT in daily fresh communications of
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grace, of life, and of strength. "He giveth power to the faint, and
to them that have no might He increaseth strength" (Isaiah xl. 29).
Christ's Spirit leads into all Truth (John xvi. 13), comforts the'
heavy-hearted (John, xiv.. 16), and teaches His humble" disciples.
(John xiv.' 26). By His Spirit Christ dwells in us (Romans viii. 9),
and reveals Himself to us (John xvi. 14), bestowing upon us those
spiritual blessings He has procured for us (Ephes. i. 3). Christ
comes in the fresh outpourings of the Spirit, under whose sacred
influence we experience those renewings and revivings, without"
which our hearts Soon become parched, dry, and unfruitful, like
the barren heath in the desert.
,
6. Christ often chooses singular PATHS in which to come to His.
people. Asaph said of Him: .. Thy way is in the sea, and Thy
paths in the great waters, and Thy footsteps are not known"
(Psalm lxxvii. 19). It was on the sea, in the fourth watch of
the night-in the most unlikely manner' and at the most unlikely
time; Jesus came to His disciples on Galilee's Sea, when they were
ready to perish (Mark v. 48). Moreover, He came into .the
sevenfold-heated furnace to. succour and save His three, faithful
servants.
Even the heathen monarch could see that the form of
the fourth was like the Son of God (Daniel iii. 25). The coming
of the King to us and His presence with us is the best proof we
can have that we are in the right path.- Even though it lead
through floods and flames, still" The way we walk cannot be wrong
If Jesus be but there."
His presence smoothes the rugged way, sustains the weary pilgrim;
soothes his sorrows as he journeys on, and secures his ultimate
salvation from.all his troubles.
7. But, the hope of the One Ohurch of final deliverance from,
evil and sin, and of the bodies of the saints from the corruption
and! darkness of the. grave, is in .the PERSONAl, COllHKG of the Lord
Jesus, which, we rejoice to believe now draweth nigh. The signs.
of the times·are remarkable. The world is becoming more and more
anti·Christian.; the professing Church is growing more and more
corrupt in doctrine and worship; the true Church gets smaller and
more slothful; a foolish, unreasoning optimism prevails among the·
blind guides who lead each, denomination; and the state of the Jews
at the present time is extraordinary in many respects. Moreover,
the astonishing diffusion of occult philosophies, ,religions, and practices..
-such as theosophy, spiritism, and palmistry-is one of the' saddest
features of the times. Yet the One Church may lift up her head,
for prophecy, when interpreted. in the light of present-day facts,
loudly proclaims,
"THY KING CmfETH UNTO THEE."
,E. c.
Bath. '
PREACH Christ, and pray much, and He will own and bless you; 'and
you willbe,hal?llY~-Watts Wilkinson.
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THE ROCK IN THE WILDERNESS.
By WILLIAM MASON.
"BREAD shall be given them," says "the prophetic voice (Isaiah xxxiii.
16); the proof of this we have already Seen: "Their water shall be,
sur~," the proof of which we shall presently see. For He clave the
"rocks in the wilderness and gave them drink as out of the great
depths. He brought also streams out of the rocks, and caused waters
to run down like rivers" (Psalm lxxviii. 15, 16). What cannot this
mighty God do, at whose command the clouds s.hall yield bread,
which usually comes out of the earth, to appease the hunger of His
beloved people; and the rocks shall send forth water, which usually
falls from clouds, to satisfy the thirst of His chosen race 1 " Tremble,
o earth, at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the God of
Jacob; who turned the rock into a standing water, and the flinty
rock into a fountain of water" (Psalm cxiv. 7, 8). Let us briefly
recollect this memorable event and its mystic signification.
The ransomed tribes are, for the trial of their faith, conducted by theLord, who alone did lead them to a dry and thirsty spot in the'
wilderness at the rock Rephidim, where there was no water to drink..
They ought to have recollected on this occasion that the God who
brought them here would most certainly extricate them from their"
present difficulties, as He had done often before. But, 0 impatience,"
how absurd and uureasonable thou art! instead of betaking them··"
selves to God by humble prayer, and quietly waiting for the salvation
of the Lord; they impiously demand of Moses to give them water.
They reproach him with decoying them out of ,Egypt, where they
were living so happy, with no other design than to famish them in
the wilderness. In vain does this meek and gentle servant of God.
remonstrate the injustice and impiety of their outrageous conduct.
They are at the very point of stoning their deliverer, and rewarding,
with cruel death the good offices he had done them. He flies to God
as his sanctuary, and in,okes the Almighty aid, not to revenge the
affront offered him by the rude multitude, but to relieve them in
their present straits. The prayer is no sooner made than answered.
He is directed to take with him the elders of Israel, and the\
wonder-working rod, with which he smote the river: "And, behold,
I will.stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb, ll-nd thou,
shalt smite the rock, and there shall come wat€r out of it, that the,
people may drink" (Exodus xvii. 6). Moses obeys, and the event
crowns his wishes. But long after, when the people were·in Kadesh,
and reduced to the same straits they were in at Rephidim, the
unbelieving race relapsed into their old rebellious murmurs.
Moses is directed to nearly the same method of relief, but does not
acquit himself with the same temper and moderation. ." For they,
angered him at the waters of strife, and provoked his spirit so that,
he spake unadvisedly with his lips," betraying at the same time, in
the presence of the whole assembly, his own diffidence in the promise
of Jehovah: for, being commanded to speak unto the rock, and
assured that it would obey his, voice, "he lleeII\S to have exceeded his
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commlsslOn, by addressing the host in the language of wrath and
doubting, and smiting the rock more than once. The miracle,
indeed, was wrought, but the worker, though dear to God, severely
punished for his offensive behaviour and unbelief, being involved in
the same fate, together with Aaron, as the rest of that generation,
to die in the wilderness, without entering into the promised land.
That more was meant than to give water for their thirst, might have
been presumed from the naked history in Moses. This God could do
without a miracle. He could have opened the bottles of heaven, or led
them to another Elim. Or, if He had chose the miraculous method,
why should the rock be smitten with a rod, to give streams in the
wilderness, and waters in the desert, while God Himself was standing
on its summit 7 But the great Apostle of the Gentiles puts it beyond
all doubt, and warrants us to say without faltering, that" this Rock
was Christ" (1 Cor. x. 4). Having, therefore, such an infallible guide
to our meditation, let us reflect a little what was the rock; what was
the smiting; and what the water that issued from it, and followed them
in tke way.
The rock itself might be an emblem of his Person, in whom is everlasting strength, to whom we may fly as a refuge, and upon whom we
may build as a foundation. There is not, perhaps, a metaphor more
frequent in the book of God than this, "God is a rock." Though
never once used before this remarkable occurrence, yet soon after it is
~adopted by Moses in his dying song.
The smiting of the rock might prefigure His satisfactory sufferings,
who was stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted; and one of the soldiers
-<opened His side with a spear, and there came out blood and water.
The rock was smitten with the rod of Mo e the type of the law; and
it was the curse of the law that subjected Him to the ignominious
cross, who "redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a
-curse for us (Gal. iii. 13). The rock was smitten in the presence of
the elders and people of the Jews with noise and tumult. So Christ
was wounded for our transgressions at Jerusalem, the most public
place, and at the passover solemnity, the most public time. Then and
there he endured the cross, and despised the shame. At the commandmlent of the Lord the rock was smitten, and by the commandment of
-.the Lord was the Captain of our salvation made perfect through
oilufferings.' It was smitten but once with approbation, and when Moses
~mote it twice, the Lord was angry with him for doing it. Might not this
be an obscnre intimation that Christ, by one offering, should finish the
work of our redemption 7 for He needed not often to snffer from the
foundation of the world. But whoever they be that crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh they shall not go nnpunished.
The water that issued from the rock, what might it signify 7
Shall we say it is an emblem of the glad tidings of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, which are to the distressed conscience as cold water
to a thirsty soul 7 In vain did the poor and needy seek water to
refresh their troubled minds in the legal doctrine of the scribes and
Pharisees, or in the philosophical disquisitions of the Gentile sages.
Still their souls failed them for thirst. But" the Lord heard them,
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and the God .of J acob did not forsake them" (Isaiah xli. 17). For in
the preaching of the everlasting Gospel, both to the Jews and Ge!ltiles,
the charming promise received its accomplishment in the most ample
manner, "I will open rivers in the high places, and springs in the
valleys. I will make the wilderness a pool of water, and the dry
land springs of water" (verse 18). "The beast of the field shall honour
Me, the dragon and the owl, because I give waters in the wilderness,
and rivers in the desert, to give drink to My people, My chosen"
(chap. xliii. 20). Or shall we say that the water from the rock
is an emblem of the influences of the blessed Spirit, that, like a
~'iver pure as crystal, issues from the throne of God and of the
Lamb 1 To this refreshing, cleansing, and prolific element our
Lord Himself compares this gloriolls Person, when, on the last day
of the feast, He stood and cried, "If any man thirst, let him come
unto Me and drink. He that believes on Me, out of his belly shall
ilow rivers of living water. This He spake of the Spirit, which they
that believe on Him should receive" (John vii. 37-39). Or, shall we
say that this water may be an emblem of that precious blood of
- Christ, which cleanses from all sin; and except we drink it in a
spiritual manner, we can have no life in us 1 Or, lastly, shall we
say that the water that issued from the smitten rock did represent
311 the blessings of redemption, the salutary effects of His sufferings
and death 1 for to Him we may apply what the Prophet foretells,
'" And a man shall be as rivers of waters in a dry place, and the
shadow of a great rock in a weary land" (Isaiah xxxii. 2).
These waters flowed not till the rock was smitten with the rod of
Moses. Nor could we have derived these gracious benefits from
Christ which we do partake, if He had not suffered.
The striking
of a flint, one should think, would rather bring fire than water.
But it was of the Lord of hosts, who· is wonderful in counsel, and
excellent in working. Who would imagine, that the Redeemer's
sufferings, which in themselves were tragical and melancholy, should
prove so consolatory to the believing soul1 Oh, Christian, it is thine
to extract joy out of sorrow, happiness out of misery, glory out of
ignominy, life out of death, though these things seem as impossible
as to fetch water from the flinty rock.
The waters flowed when the rock was smitten, not in scanty
measure, but in large abundance. The miraculous stream was not
exhausted, though many hundred thousand men, with their herds,
drank of it. Nor were the dry places of that sandy desert able to
Bmbibe the copious moisture.
So inexhaustible is the fulness of
Jesus Christ, from whom all sorts of men, the Jews, the Gentiles,
the Barbarians, the Scythians, the bond, and the free may receive
all sorts of blessings. 'You are not straitened in Him, 0 children of
men; this river of God, which is full of water, can never run dry,
nor be exhausted, how abundantly soever we drink of its refreshing
streams.
The waters that flowed from the rock were not only sufficient
to supply the present straits of Israel, but, as the sacred" story tells,
they followed them in the way, for some considerable time at least,
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after the rock was smitten. So Jesus Christ imparts the blessed
fruits of His satisfactory death, not only to the first. ages of
Christianity, but to the most distant ages of the world. Never shall
His goodness and mercy cease to follow all that are Israelites indeed.
till mortality shall be swallowed up of life, till the wilderness be
~xchanged for Canaan, and the militant resign to the triumphant
state. The wintet: shall not arrest this river in icy fetters, and the
drought of summer shall not drink ·it up like a brook; for thus the
prQmise runs, by the mouth of the prophet Zechariah, "In summer
and winter shall it be" (Zech. xiv. 8).
Blessed be our Rock, who consented to be smitten, that we might
drink abundantly of' the river of pleasures. Great was the love of
David's three worthies, who hazardeJ their lives to purchase for
their longing general a draught of water from the well of Bethlehem.
But greater was the love of Jesus, who lost his life, and poured
His precious blood, th~t we might draw water with joy from the
wells of salvation, when, hungry and thi-rsty, our soul fainted in us.
"0 t):1at men would praise the Lord for His goodness, and for His
wonderful works to the children of men!" (Psalm cvii.· 8). May
this river, the streams whereof make glad the city of God, be our
consolation in this dry and thirsty land! Ye broken cisterns of
this world, sinful pleasures, vain comforts and delights, and our
own legal righteousness, can you supply the place of this fountain
of living waters 1 How miserably shall they be disappointed who
exchange the one for the other 1 They shall come back with their
pitchers empty; they shall be ashamed and confounded, and cover
their heads. How justly they deserve that God hould bring upon
them the waters of the river, trong and many, and pour upon them
the fury of His anger, who refuse these waters of Shiloh that go
softly! Open, 0 Lord, the ears of sinners to hear Thy gracious
invitation, "Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters,
(Isaiah Iv. 1). Open their eyes to see this well, as once Thou didst
open the eyes of Hagar in the wilderness, lest in hell they lift up
their eyes in torment, without a drop to cool their tongue. Oh,
grant us to believe on Him, that we may never thirst.

HATH any wronged thee 1 Be bravely revenged by slighting it.
arid the work is begun; forgive, and it is finished.-Anon.
. A BIBLE is the precious storehouse and the Magna Charta of a.
Christian. There he reads of his heavenly Father's love, and of his
dying Saviour's legacies; there he sees a map of his travels through
the ~vilderness, and a landscape, "toC', of Canaan. And when he climbs
on .Pisgah's top, and views the promised land, his heart begins to
burn, delighted with the blessed prospect, and amazed at the rich and
free salvation. But a mere professor, though a decent 'one, looks on
the Bible as a dull book, and peruseth it with such indifference as
you would read the title-deeds belonging to another man's estate.John Berriclge.
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PASTORAL NOTES.
,}

A MILITARY FUNERAL.
" As for man, his da!/s are as grass,. as a flower of the field, so he
jlourisheth ; for the wind passeth over it, and it is gone,. and the place
thereof shall know it no more."-PsALM ciii. 15, 1'6.
A BEAUTIFUL day in early spring, the sun shin,ing brightly, and the
air, though still cold, tempered by the warm ray,s, the young flowers
reappearing in gardens and hedge-rows, and Nature arousing herself
from her winter's sleep, seemed to me, as I looked' out of the windows
of a handsome country mansion, and afterwards walked about its wellkept grounds, to be in every way a fitting day for a happy ~vedding.
The mansion was full of relatives and friends who had come from far
and near to be present at the interesting ceremony; and during the
first hours of the day there was a considerable amount of bustle in
preparation for it. The young bride, full of life and energy, had risen
early and gone out for a last ride about her old home, and returning,
a picture of health and happiness, she was soon busily engaged with
her relatives and servants in receiving her latest presents, opening
letters and telegrams, and getting herself ready; and afterwards the
whole party made their way to the ancient parish church, where a fine
peal of bells had been merrily ringing, and where a large congregation.
had assembled together. There the bridegroom, tall and handsome,
and arrayed in smart military uniform, was waiting for his bride, and
a number of his brother officers, all similarly arrayed, imparted special
brightness to the scene. As the bride, very beautifully dressed, slowly
walked up the centre aisle, and took her place at the bridegroom's side,
she gazed so affectionately at his face, and seemed so absorbed in
thinking of him, that she reminded me forcibly, and more than any
other bride at whose marriage I had officiated had done before, qf the
words of a well-known hymn.. The bride eyes not her garments,
But her dear Bridegroom's face."
The service ended, and the register-books signed, the wedding
party returned to the bride's old home, whilst the bells pealed
forth afresh; and subsequently, amidst cheers and oongratulatiolfs;
and heartily-expressed good wishes, the young couple, started on
their honeymoon journey.
The whole circumstances of the day seemed to suggest ,how
bright and happy the scenes of earth may sometimes be.
Here
was a marriage apparently of genuine affection-two young hear,ts
united to each other in the prime of early manhood and womanhood, with everything to make them happy; with an extra abundance of earthly goods, with troops of friends, and every prospeot
of a prosperous future. And yet one thought of the uncertainty
of earthly things, and of how little they are to be depended upon. At
auy moment a black cloud may arise and darken- the brighte§~
prospects; a sudden and wholly, unexpected storm ml,ty dash"the
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.choicest cup of pleasure to the ground, ere it is touched or only
just tasted, and the words may be fulfilled, notwithstanding every
precaution taken to prevent their fulfilment""The spoiler came, and all that promise fair
Has found the grave, to lie for ever there."
Oh, why, then, do we cling to this earthly life so closely 1 It
seems natural for us to do so, with its beauty and its attractions,
its pleasures and its advantages. and yet we know full well that
they are too often delusive and unsatisfactory, and true wisdom
continually exhorts us to raise our hearts and to set our affections
on higher things, and to live more and more really as "strangers and
pilgrims," who are looking for" a better country. even a heavenly."
In this case the young bridegroom had qualified himself in a
brilliant manner for medical work in the army, and had in
consequence been appointed to an important post in India, where
his special skill was likely to be of immense service. His young
wife also was ready to co-operate with him, having undergone a
course of training which prepared her to do so. What occupation
or position in life-to many minds at least-could be more
delightful 1 The young bridegroom's special skill had already been
shown in a remarkable manner, even when he was a medical student,
in dealing with several difficult cases. For example, a little
child was dangerously ill-so much so that two 01' three doctors
said that it could not possibly recover, and the mother was almost
heartbroken j but the young student called upon her, and, after
carefully examining the child, he told her that he thought that
there was still some hope. Then he took upon himself to nurse
and tend the child, sitting up with it for three successive nights j
and he had the satisfaction of seeing it restored to its mother in
perfect health.
Yes, all seemed so fair on that bright wedding day, that any
prophesy of evil would have been deemed to be quite out of place,
and no one probably would have anticipated the events of the next
few months.
The young couple duly arrived in India, and settled down to
their work. It proved to be a very important work, for fever and
the plague were rampant. But special means were used, and with
God's blessing they were very successful. The plague seemed to be
stayed, and of the numerous cases of fever patients which passed
under the young doctor's hands, not one proved fatal; they all
happily recovered.
Then the war broke out in South Africa, and the young doctor
was ordered thither, and his young wife volwlteered to accompany
him. That sad and terrible war! What untold sorrows it has
caused, and what awful agonies! How many homes it has darkened,
and how many thousands of precious lives it has cut short and
blighted! Surely a tremendous responsibility rests upon those who
<lriginated that war, and if they did it for unworthy motives, such
as ambition an'd the lust of power, they are doubly culpable.
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Having arrived in South Africa, the young couple devoted themselves with characteristic energy to the care of the sick and wounded
soldiers in the hospitals near Cape Tmvn, and all went well with
them until news arrived of the fearful condition of the sick and
wounded in the hospitals at Bloemfontein. In consequence of the
enormous number of ·wounded soldiers who were sent there, and a
terrible outbreak of enteric fever, both the regular and the hastilyimprovised hospitals were crowded with a far greater number-in
some cases, three or four times the number-of patients than they
were prepared to accommodate, and consequently the strain upon
the medical and nursing staffs was excessively great, and the suffering and the mortality amongst the patients were fearful. More
doctors and nurses were urgently and immediately needed, but as
the work was so tremendous, and the danger great, the military
authorities decided to ask for volunteers to offer their services,
rather than to imperatively order a certain number of doctors and
nurses to give them.
Who would offer their services 1 The young doctor did. His.
friends remonstrated with him, and said, "You will lose your life
if you go." His reply was a memorable one. He said, "I know
it. It is very likely that I shall lose my life, but it is a question
of one life against the lives of hundreds, and therefore I must go."
So he went to that post of self-denial and danger, and, as hi!>
wife would not be separated from him, she ,vent also.
Upon reaching Bloemfontein, he was immediately placed in an
exceedingly responsible position, and his remarkable skill, devotion,
and energy were just beginning to be manifested in the most happy
results, when suddenly the deadly fever, which had already claimed
so many v.ictims, and decimated the ranks of our brave soldiers;
more than all the shot and shell of the enemy, struck him down;
and, notwithstanding that his young wife flew to his side, and
nursed him with unremitting care, and everything was done for
him that possibly could be done, after a few days of sufferingchiefly in a condition of unconsciousness-he passed away. I need
not describe the grief of the young widow, left, as it were, alone·
in a foreign land j but at her expres.'l wish the remains of her late
husband were brought home, a distance of 6,000 miles, to be
interred in her family grave in the Necropolis of Glasgow, and I
was requested to officiate at the funeral.
It does not really matter much where the poor human body IS
buried, after the soul has left it. The body is only the casket of
the soul, and when the soul has departed from it, it is of no
further use, and the sooner that it is permitted to "return to the
earth as it was," the better. It is but dust, and the Creator's will
respecting it must be fulfilled, "Dust thou art, and unto dust sha1t
thou return." All attempts to preserve it, such as embalming,
leaden coffins, massive vaults, &c., are a great mistake, of no,
service whatever to the dead, and .sometimes perilous to the living.
The earth is a wonderful absorbent and purifier, and the best thing
that can be done with the poor body, after the spirit has left it,
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is to place it as soon as possible in contact with· the. earth, to be
absorbe9. and mingled with it. Hence it is really of little consequence as
to where the body is .buried, abroad or at home, in some secluded
or in some public place, amidst the dust which once formed the
bodies of relatives and friends, or that of strangers. Yet nevertheless
there is a strong feeling of attachment to the dust which once
formed the bodies of our dear ones. It seems to be sacred, and we
like to have it placed near the dust of other dear ones, or in some
sacred spot which we perhaps can visit now and then. This is a
natural feeling, and it has been manifested from the earliest times.
Hence Abraham bought the cave and field at Machpelah, to bury
the body of Sarah in. Hence Jacob commanded his sons to bury
him in the same place; and J oseph took an oath of his brethren
that they would do the same thing for him. So we read of Mary,
the sister of Lazarus, going to her brother's grave, to weep there;
'and of Mary Magdalene, and other devoted women, similarly visiting
the tomb of our Lord.. "Ve like -to see .graves carefully tended,
and evidences that the departed are - not· forgotten.. 4.nd yet we
know that the departed are not in those graves which thus we
honour; only the mouldering dust is there; the spirits which once
inhabited t4at dust have returned to God who gave them, and
they are awaiting the summons of the Saviour's voice on the great
day of the resurrection.
In due time the remains of the young officer were brought home
from Africa, and .conveyed to Glasgow, and I met the mourners
there for the funeral.
A military funeral is generally an impressive sight, and thi was
especially so. The coffin was carried upon a gun-carriage, and it was
covered with a flag which had been used in several battles in the war,
and which bore marks of that use. The flag had been sent home by a
commanding officer with the coffin, as a speci~l mark of respect to the
deceased. Upon the coffin also rested the young officer's sword and
helmet. I thought of the once handsome form within that coffin, and
of that bright and happy day when I had last seen him-his wedding
day! What a contrast!
When the soldiers who formed the military escort and the band had
arrived, and taken their places, the solemn strains of a funeral march
commenced, and the procession slowly wended its way through the
crowded streets. The people were very respectful.and well-behaved; and
although they could not have been aware of the history of the departed
officer, I could see on every side. signs of sympathy in their faces.
Those who are acquainted with the. Necropolis of Glasgow know
what a remarkable place it is. It occupies a high and most commandingposition overlooking the great citYJ and it embraces also a
nne view of the surrounding count,ry for many miles. It, and the
noble cathedral by its side, may weU act as a continual reminder to
the busy multitudes below of the end of life, and of the concerns of the
world to come. As we slowly ascended the hill, and entered the
cemetery precincts, we passed through rows of handsome and elaborate
mural monuments, which recorded the names of many of Glasgow's
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former citizens-names probably well known in their day, but now to a
considerable extent perhaps little known, or forgotten.
At the summit we came to the prepared vault, the band ceased
. playing, and the mourners and the soldiers gathered round. The
,service commenced, the coffin was lowered into the vault, earth was
thrown upon it as the solemn words were uttered, "Earth to earth,
ashes to ashes, dust to dust," ani the customary' prayers were offered
--':prayers expressive of Christian faith, and hope of a joyful resurrection
of the just, when the number of God's saints being accomplished, all
:those who have" departed in the true faith of His holy name" will
"hav'El th'eir :.perfect consummation and bliss, both in body and soul,
in Hill eternal and' :e~Brlasting ·~ingdom;." and petitions for the
living, that they, being "raised from tlie death of sin untu .~
life of righteousness," might rest in Jesus when they depan- this
life, and, be found acceptable in His sight at the last great day.
It seemed a fitting occasion to add a short address to the
seryice, reminding those who were present, and especially
the soldiers, that the deceased young officer had not only nobly and
faithfully served his Queen and country, and thus set an excellent
example, but that he had also practically laid down his life, in
the hope of saving many other lives, and pointing them to Him
who did far more than this-who voluntarily died for His enemies,
and "gave His life a ransom for many;" but the chief mourner,
to ""hom the occasion was an extremely ·trying one, particularly
requested that the service might be made as brief as possible, and
I felt compelled to comply with that request.
The brief service being ended, the military words of command
rang out, and the soldiers fired three volleys over the grave, amid the
intervening rollini!: of the drums, and then the band played, in sweet
and touching strains, the appropriate piece, TENNYSON'S "Crossing
the Bar," the music rising and falling in mournful cadence, now
filling the air with a rich, full volume of harmony, and anon softly
dying away in a gentle murmur, like the strains of an iEolian .harp,
whil t it seemed to expre the poet's striking words"Twilight and evening bell,
And after that the dark!
And may there be no sadness of farewell
When I embark;
For tho' from out our bourne of time and place
The flood may bear me far,
I hope to Bee my Pilot face to face,
When I have crossed the bar."
When the music had ceased, we gave one last lingering' look into
the grave, and upon the coffin, still shrouded in the flag, with which
it was buried, and then we wended our way homewards.
Hatjord Rectory, Pa1'ingdon.
D. A. DOUD~EY.

IT is in times of affliction we commonly meet with the sweetegt
experience of the love of God.-Bunyan.
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"ABSENT FROM THE BODY, PRESENT WITH THE LORD."
'" THE hoary head is a crown of glory, if it be found in the way of
righteousness" was truly evidenced in the life of one who has just
passed from our midst. The allotted "threescore years and ten" were
exceeded by yet' two decades more, proving abundantly the promise
of our God, "Even to your old age I am He; and even to hoar hair
will I carry you: I have made and I will bear; even I will carry, and
will deliver you," so that even the "feeble person" by advancing
years and attendant infirmities is made strong in Him, in whom is
everlasting, unchanging, omnipotent strength.
The dear aged aunt to whose memory these lines are dedicated, and who
has just been gathered home to her God and people, was eldest and
dearly-beloved sister of the late dear GEORGE COWELL, and one of
whom he wrote in Golden Truths (vol. ii. page 72), and of whom
mention is also made on page 3, in the Memorials of a Gmcious Life.
She was one who richly adorned the doctrine of God her S~viour in all
things, and her life was one so abundantly proving that grace, and
evidentially testifying to His great faithfulness, that it is to be regretted
she never found opportunity to write it. A character sweet and
extremely loveable by nature, but actually made beautiful by grace
Divine, in her the Saviour's image shone conspicuously, that old and
young were attracted to her, and always to hear from her gracesanctified lips what God the Lord had done for her soul. She led an
active and useful life from her earliest day, when, as quite a girl, she
became her widowed grandfather's housekeeper and companion, and
was subsequently recalled home when her own dear father lost his
beloved partner in life, and she undertook a mother's part to the little
baby brother GEORGE, whom I well recall her de cribing to me, as, at two
years of age, a fair, flaxen, curly-headed little darling, in his black frock r
innocently prattling as he stood by his mother's coffin. It is only just
recently that the writer came across a letter labelled, "Dear GEORGE'S
first letter to his sister LOUISA," and having been thus carefully preserved for sixty-eight years shows how lovingly interested she was in
him and all that concerned him.
She, in company with her beloved father and family, formed the
occupants of what was known in those days as the Grove Chapel Omnibus,
and attended the choice ministry.of the late )h. JOSEPH IRoKs. Again I
recall her relating to me how one day when young in the experience of
Divine grace and its workings, she was so cast down after attending
the morning service, harassed with dOll bts, and fears, and hardness of
heart, that no word had been applied to her, that she began to fear that
she could not be a child of God after all, and Satan, taking advantage
of a weak 'moment, with increased malignity thrust in his darts. It.
was evident that her dear minister read her distress in her countenance,
for, after service, coming to the vestry door, Mr. IRONS lovingly took
her hand, saying, "Satan may rage, but he cannot reign." In a.
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moment all the darkness of soul was dispersed, fears dispelled, and
Jesus aga,in enthroned in her heart as Lord of all power and might. 'I.'
In 1846 she became the wife of Mr. THOMAS LADE, son of Mr. JOHN
SEARLES LADE, of Tilbury, Essex, which was a most loving union with
each other in the Lord. She became a widow in 1882, but amidst all
the keen trial of parting she was most wonderfully supported, and
grace reigned supreme to nature's sorrow. "Thy Maker is thine Husband" she had sweetly applied and abundantly fulfilled in her daily
experience, so that in her the divinely-applied paradox was seen, "As
sorrowful, yet always rejoicing."
She took a lively interest in Christian work and workers around her,
influencing many with whom she came in contact by a gentle, suitable
word. Her manner was extremely gracious and soft by the mellowing
influence of the Holy Spirit, which made her very winsome and
attractive even to strangers. On one occasion, when visiting her three
years ago, the subject of a song (" I hear thee speak of a Better
Land") paraphrased in sacred verse was spoken of. Quickly she turned
from one to another in the room, and in sweet, gentle tones made a
pointed, penetrating remark suited to the case of each: " Deal~
Mrs. R--, is faith's vision keen as ym near that better land 1" "Dear',
Miss L - - (to her loved h'iend and compa,nion), is your hope strong for-that better land 1"
When recently she heard of the death of an old and valued friend, .
Mr. MEADOWS, J.P., and Town Clerk for Hastings, she rose from her-couch of suffering and crossed the room to her piano, where she
played and sang, "For ever with the Lord," not a slight accomplish-ment for one in her ninety-third year.
She was a very intelligent reader of The English Churchman, and"
a great lover of the GOSfEL MAGAZINE, and ofttimes have the.
responsible labours of the present EDITOR both in his ministry and
literary claims, been the burden of her cry at the throne of grace,
although she never knew him personally.
An album lies open before the writer in which she had penned,.
in her beautiful handwriting, an impromptu verse, entitled, "Parting'
thoughts to my dear niece R, after a visit" : " Jesus our only hope,
Jesus our only stay;
Ris love win gild our path,
To an eternal day
Of happiness and rest for ever,
Which nought created e'er can sever."
"Shobnall Grange, August 19th, 1883."
"L. E. L. w
As years and declining strength advanced, she greatly felt the'
-. The sequel to this deliverance was interesting and God-glorifying. Two
years af~e~, a lady suddenly accosted my dear aunt with the exclamation, .. I have
~een waltmg ~ see you for two years; " an~ when desired an explanation, said,I was returmng home one Sabbath mornmg, two years ago in the depths of
darkness ~nd, despair, when you. repeated to yourself, 'Satan'may rage, but he
cannot re~gn, and the Lord gracIOusly used it to set my soul at liberty."
3 C
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dep~ivation of not being able to attend the means of grace, yet here
:1gam her Lord, abundantly proved Himself unto her a little sanctuary,.
and richly was she blessed with communion in reading. meditation,
prayer, . and praise. It was on one of these occasions, when debarred
fitom meeting, with othersarou,nd the Lord's table, she wrote these
lines, which- were inserted -by her beloved brother, "G. C.," in the
90SPEL MAGAZINE' for October, 1893, entitled: '~The Upper ·Room."
". The following was written by a dear saint of God, in her eightysixth year, whose little room is ofttimes a very Bethel to her, and
who had such a blessed foretaste, by the eye of faith, of that' upper
room' to which Jesus shall bring every elect vessel of mercy:-

." Dear Jesus, make this upper room
A place of oft retreat,
Where Thou and I, at morn and
eve.'
.
.
For fellowship may meet.
" Thy 'Prese~ce only can imp~rt
A joy of love divine;
Come then, dear Lord, and warm
my heart•.
And make it wholly thine.

"Thy presence only can absorb
-My every thought of love,
Carry my soul with hope toward
Thy heavenly home above.
"The pearly gates seem to unfold,
And yield a sight within,
A sight more glorious to bebehold'
Than mortal eyes have seen.

"Just for a moment! then, alas,
The vision was withdrawn,
But Jesus' words will come to pass,
, I'll fetch you safely home.' "
And ofttimes afterwards tho e two aged saints (her devoted friend
and companion and herself) would commemorate in that upper room
the memorials of their Lord, feasting by faith upon His body and
blood, broken and shed for them.
. It was a terse reply she -made to one when, during my last visit
to Hastings, she was regretting how little now in her old age she
could do to show her love to' her Lord. The visitor, in endeavouring
to cheer her, said something to the effect that even the one little
talent was noticed by Him, when my dear aunt energetically replied,
"One talent! I don't want to be content to have but one talent to
trade for Him; and besides which, that was the talent that got
buried! "
"It is curious to analyze the reason for one's strong affection for
our dear aunt. Relationship alone is not sufficient to account for it,
but her sweetness of disposition and intrinsic worth are important
factors," wrote one of her nephews, G. E. C., to the writer some
time since.
,
In the June of last year, when our dear aunt was suffering from
shortness of breatb, a beloved friend, who kindly kept us informed of
her state, wrote as follows: "We are anxious about your dear aunt.
Mrs. LYDHAM came across and asked us if we would call at Dr. G--'s,
as dear Mrs. LADE'S breathing was so bad. He went to see her,
and said it was solely the weakness of the heart, and that it is
her muscular strength that revives her, but the heart may cease at
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any moment. She is quite peaceful and happy, even trying to sing
her loved hymn, ' Hark, how the choir around the throne.'
It
really appears that she is most happy at the prospect that she may
soon be with Jesns. Is it not delightfu11 She desires her love to
her dear nieces. I am to say that her 'God is the spring of all her
joys.' .The hymns and texts are brought so abundantly to her
mind."
And now she has realized all that she longed for. On August
23rd, early in the morning, her ransomed spirit took its flight. It
was amidst great suffering, with a brain active and clear to the last,
that she said, "What should I do now without the everlasting arms
underneath me!" And the Everlasting ~rms of His strength and
presence, true to His own promise, doubtless, amid terrible sufferings,
she realized to the very end. And now we love to think of her as within
the veil, and with the ransomed throng around the throne, hymning
eternal Hallelujahs to the Lamb.
A dear brother (C. J. C.) writes: "I have just returned from Aunt
LADE'S funeral, the service of which Mr. COMPTON conducted very
nicely in the Tabernacle Chapel. The first hymn sung was, 'Descend
from heaven, immortal Dove.' He then read parts of 1 Cor. xv.,
and we sang her favourite hymn of JOSEPH IRoKs" 'Hark, how the choir around the throne
Adore their glorious King;
They drink full draughts of bliss unknown,
And Hallelujah sing.'

" Then, after prayer, we had a short address, where Mr. COMPTON noticed
how, in the chapter we had read, the Apostle Paul avoided the word
death, using sleep as most 'suitable and true of the believer, &c. In
the midst of death we are in life, absent from the body, present with
the Lord."
"Yes!" writes. another dear friend (Mrs. R.), whose untold kindnesses to the dear aged one for years past was ever a subject for
grateful praise, "the dear one is now for ever free from pain, sin, and
sorrow. I felt so thankful on the day of interment that it was so.
The service I enjoyed, conducted by Mr. COMPTON both in the chapel
and at the cemetery. It was a lovely day, and when the last look
was given into the grave, it was only farewell until the Resurrection
Morn.
" , The mouldering dust, He'll watch with care,
Nor suffer diminution there;
But all the grains by Him first given,
By grace, He will restore to heaven!'
"In the chapel we sang her favourite hymns, 'Descend from heaven,
immortal Dove,' and' Hark, how the choir around the throne.' Dear
Mr. TOBlTT (whom she loved and esteemed very highly in the Lord)
was sorry to be away, but on the Lord's Day evening he preached
a funeral discourse, from Rev. xiv. 13. .
I enclose you the
memorial card. The writing of her faith and victory was the dear
Qne's own choosing'
3 c 2
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" 'Her hope was fixed on Christ's atoning blood,
Her faith embraced the righteousness of God;·
Thus tuned by ~race. how gladly could she sing,
The victory's mine, 0 death! where is thy sting?'"

Thus we bid farewell, until the Resurrection Morn, to another beloved,.
and love to think of her ransomed spirit amid the glorious throng at
home, and that for ever with the Lord. Faith follows us where"Anon the pearly gates unfold,
An heir of bliss draws nigh;
Again they strike their harps of gold,
And Hallelujah cry."
And further, faith lays hold of the hope"Ere long I hope to join that throng
Who bow before the King;
And in one evel'lasting song,
My Hallelujah sing."

R.

LOOSED.

" Thou art loosed."-LuKE xiii. 12.
LOOSED from fetters firmly
fashioned
By the cruel, crafty foe,
Who will soon be bound, and
banished
To the dread abyss of woe.
Loosed by One who once was
fastened
To a cross of pain and death,
By the hands of sinful mortals.
Who through Him had bread,
and breath.
Loosed to call unhappy wanderers
From the dangerous, downward
road,
To the upward path that endeth
At the Father's fair abode.

Loosed to serve some faithful
servants
In the Master's service sweet;
Loosed to give them cups of
water,
Loosed to wash their weary
feet.
Loosed to minister as Levites
Ministered in by-gone days;
Loosed to stand in God's pure
presence,
Loosed to give Him thanks.
and praise.
Loosed to walk in white hereafterWith the Lord of light and love
Loosed to live with Him for ever~
In His glorious home above.
ISA.

SWEET THOUGHTS.
look upon their wretchedness as if they had nothing else to
look at, as if there were no cross, no precious blood to cleans€'
from all sin. They view their depravity as though it had not been
all atoned for at Golgotha, as if the Son of God had not paid an
our debts to the uttermost farthin~; as if in Christ a parent's
heart had not been opened for us in heaven, and as if free· gracehad not existed to justify the ungodly, demanding nothing, but.
giving all.-Selectecl.
:MANY
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Sermons anh J,tot.es of Sermons.
THE SEAL OF SALVATION;
OR, GOD'S SPIRIl' VVI'l'XESSIKG WITH OUR SPIRITS
CHILDREN OF GOD.
A

SERMON,

PREACHED

AT

GREAT

ST.

THAT

WE

BARTHOLOMEW'S,

ARE

BY

THE

THE

MOS'!" REV. JAMES USHER, LATE ARCHBISHOP OF ARMAGH.

"Fur ye have rwt 1'ec.eived the spi'rit of bondage again to fear,. but
ye have 1'eceived the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.
The Spirit also beareth witness with our spirit,' that we are the children
of God."-RoMANS viii. 15, 16,
(Oondnded f1'om page 626.)

n,

The second thing was to prove that this course was for our
good, and this appears two ways: 1. In our justification; and 2. In
our sanctification.
1. For the first, we are such strangers unto God, that we will
!!lever come unto Him till we see there is no other remedy, being at
the pit's brink, rea.dy to starve, hopeless of all other helps, being
frozen in the dregs of sin, delighting in our ways; as we see in the
parable of the prodigal son, who would never think of any return to
his father, till all other helps failed him; money, friends, acquaintance, and all sorts of food j nay, if he might but have fed upon husks
with the swine, he would not have thought of returning any more
unto his father: but this being denied him, the text says, he then
.came to himself, which shows us that whilst men run on in sinful
courses, they are mad of themselves, even as we see those in bedlam,
are kept under, and comforts denied them, till they come to themselves.
And then what says he 1 "I will arise and go to my father" (confessing that he had sinned), "and I will say, Father, I have sinned," &c.
(Luke xv.) So is it with us, until the Lord humble and bring us
low in our own eyes, showing us our misery and sinful poverty, and
that in us there is no good thing, that we are stripped of all help
in 'and without ourselves, and must perish for ever unless we beg His
mercy, we will not come tmto Him. As we see it was with the
woman whom Christ healed of her bloody issue (Luke viii. 43). How
long it was before she came to Christ! She had been sick twelve
years, she had spent all her substance upon physicians, and nobody
could help her, and this extremity brings her to Christ.· So that
this is the means to bring us unto Christ, to drive us on
our knees, hopeless, as low as may be, to show us where
help only is to be found, and run us unto it. Thus, therefore, when
men have no mind to come to Christ, He sends, as it were, fiery
serpents to sting them, that they might look up unto the brazen
serpent, or rather unto Jesus Christ, of which it was a type, for
help; so unto others, being strangers unto Him, He sends variety of
great and sore affiictions to make them come to Him, that He may be
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acquainted with them; as Absalom sets Joab's corn on fire because he
would not come to him, being twice sent for. So God deals with us
before our conversion m:1ny times, as with iron whips lashing us
home, turning loose the avenger of blood after us, and then, for ourlife, we run and make haste to the city of refuge. Thus, God!
shoots off, as it were, His great ordnance against us to make us run
unto Him. Thus, John the Baptist came preaching of repentance,
being in attire, speech, and diet strong and harsh, clothed with a
camel's hair, and with a girdle of skin about his loins; his meat
locusts and wild honey; the place was in the wilderness; his speech
harsh and uncomfortable,· thundering with his voice, calling them a
generation of vipers, and telling them, that" now also was the axe
laid to the root of the tree, that every tree that brought not forth
good fruit, was hewn down and cast into the fire." As also we know
in this manner the Lord came to Elijah. First, a great "strong
wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the
Lord, but the Lord was not. in the wind; and after that went an
earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake; and after the
earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire" (1 Kings xix.
11, 12); these were as a peal of great ordnance shot off to prepare
the way, showing the king was coming, "and after the fire a still
small voice," and there the Lord was. So the Lord rends, tears,and
shakes our consciences and rocky hearts many times, to prepare the
way for Him, and then He comes to us in the still and soft voice of
consolation.
2. For our sanctification, it is good for us that the Comforter first
works fear in us; for we are naturally so frozen in our dregs that
no fire, in a manner, will warm and thaw us. We wallow in our
blood, and stick so fast in the mire of sin that we cannot stir; so
that this fear is put to pllll us from our corruptions, and make us
more holy. As we see, if a man have a gangrene beginning in his
hand or foot which may spread farther, and be his death if it continue
so; he is easily persuaded to cut it off, lest it should go farther.
So doth God 'deal with us with this feat of bondage, that we might,
be clothed anew with His image in holiness and righteousness. Now,
to effect this, the sharpest things are best, such as are the law, the
threatenings of condemnation, the ovening of hell, the racking of the
conscience, and a sense of wrath present and to come. So hard·hearted
·are we by nature, being as children of the bondwoman, unto whom
violence must be used. Even as we see a man riding a wild and young
horse to tame him, he will run him against a wall, that this may
make him afraid, ride him in deep and tough lands; or, if this will 'Dot
do, take him up into the top of some high rock, when, bringing him to.
the brink thereof, he threatens to throw him headlong, making him
shak'e and quake, whereby at last he is tamed. So deals the Lord by
ns' J;he gives us a sight of sin, and the punishment· due thereunto;
a sense· of wrath' sets the conscience on fire, fills the heart with:
fears, horrors; and disquietness, opens hell to the soul, brings a man,
as it '\7ere, to the gates thereof, and threatens to throw him in,
and all this to make a man more holy and to hate sin the mo~.
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So that you see there must be a strong mortifying and subduing of
us by a powerful hand, to bring us unto Christ for our > sanctification; nothing but a' fiery furnace can melt away that dross and tin'
which cleaves unto such corrupt metal as we are. See this method
excellently set forth in the Prophet Ezekiel, "Because ye are all
become dross, behold, I will gather you into the midst of Jerusalem.
As they gather brass, and iron, and lead, and tin, into the midst.
of the furnace to blow the fire upon it to melt it; so will I gather
you in :Mine anger and in My fury, and I will leave you there and
melt you" (Ezek. xxii. 19, 20).
Before I proceed farther, give me leave to answer an objection of'
a troubled soul which may arise hence. Oh, may a soul say, what
comfort then may I have of the first work of the Spirit' in mE;l1
For as yet I have found none of these things; I have not been
thus humbled nor terrified, nor had such experience as you speak of
in that state under the spirit of bondage.
r answer, though this be a work of the Spirit, yet it is not the
principal justifying and saving work of the Spirit, yea, the children
of the devil may come to have a greater measure of this than God's:
own dear children, whom, for the most part, He will not affright and
afflict in that terrible manner as He doth some of them, but the'
consequence of this is more to be accounted of than -the measure,
to see whither that measure I have (whatever it be) leads me. For'
if the measure were ever so absolutely necessary to. salvation, then
all God's children should have enough of it. But I make a difference"
still between humiliation and humility, which is a .grwe of itself,.
and leads me along with comfort and life. Thus, therefore, I think
of humiliation, if I have so much of it as will bring me to see my
danger,. and cause me to run to the medicine and city of refuge forhelp, to hate sin for time to come, and to set myself constantly in
the ways and practice of holiness, it is enough. And so I say in
the case of repentance, if a man have a sight of sin past, and a
heart firmly set against all sin for the time to come, the greater
and firmer this were, the lesser measure of sorrow might suffice for
sins forepast. As we ee a wise father would never beat his child
for faults that are past,- but for the prevention of that which is to
come; for we see in time of correction the child cries out, "Oh! r
will ,never do so any more." So God deals with us, because our
resolutions and promises are faint and fail, and that without much
mourning, humiliation, and stripes, we attain, not this hatred ..of
sins past, and strength against them for time to come; therefore it
is that our humiliation and sorrow must be proportionable to that
work which is to be done, otherwise any measure of it were sufficient,
which fits us for the time to come.
"
, But I will add, there are indeed divers measures' of it, according'
unto which the conscience is wounded or eased.
When there is. It
tough, melancholy humour that the powers of the soul are distracted,
good duties omitted, and the heart so much the more hardened.;
when upon this the Lord lets loose the band of the conscience,
oppressing the same with exceeding fears and terrors, this the Lord
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uses as a wedge to cleave in sunder a hard piece of wood. God then
dothshow us, because we would not plough ourselves, we shall be
ploughed. If we would judge ourselves, saith the Apostle, we should
not be judged, and therefore the Church confesses and complains,
that "the ploughersploughed upon her back, and made deep furrows"
(Psalm cxxix. 3). Why, how C'l,me this 1 she did not plough up her
own fallow ground; wherefore the Lord sent her other strangers and
harsh ploughers, that ploughed her soundly indeed.' Wherefore doth
God, thus deal with His children 1 because He is the great and
wisest Husbandman, who will not sow among thorns. Therefore, when
He is about to sow the seed of eternal life in the soul, which must
take deep root and grow for ever, he will have the ground thoroughly
ploughed.
'
The way, then, to avoid these things that are so harsh and displeasing to flesh and blood, is to take the rod betimes and beat
ourselves; for when we are slow and secure and omit this, God doth
the work Himself. But yet God makes a difference of good education
in those who have kept themselves from the common pollutions and
gross sins of the times; it pleaseth God that faith should come into
them; they know not how, nor the time; grace drops in by little and
little; now a little and then a little; by degrees sin is more and
more hated, and the heart inflamed with a desire of good things in a
conscionable life. But, in a measure, I say, such must have had, have,
or shall have, fears and terrors so much as may keep them from sin,
and quicken them to go on constantly in the ways of holiness; or
when they fly out of the way they shall smart for it, and be whipped
home again; yet for the main they find themselves, as it were, in
heaven they know not how. But if a man have stuck deep and long
-in sin, he must look for a greater measure of humiliation and fear,
..and a more certain time of his calling; there must be hauling and
pulling such a man out of the fire with violence; and he must not look
to obtain peace and comfort with ease. God will thunder and lighten
in such a man's conscience in Mount Sinai before He speak peace unto
him -in Mount Sion.
A second time there is also of a great measure of humiliation, which
.is (though a man may be free from great, gross sins, and worldly
pollutions) when the Lord intends to show the feeling of His mercy
and the sense thereof to any in an extraordinary measure, or to fit
them for some high services; then they shall be much humbled
tJefore, as we see St. Paul was (Acts. ix. 9). God did thunder upon
him, and beat him down in the highway to the ground, being
stricken with blindness for three days after.
Thus much shall suffice to have been spoken of the 15th verse,
touching the spirit of bondage and the Spirit of adoption. The
Apostle tells them they may thank God the spirit of fear thus
came, that hereafter they might partake of the Spirit of adoption
to fear no more. He stirs them up, as it were, to be thankful
because now they hadob~ed a better estate. Why, what estate 1
A very high one. "T.he Spirit itself beareth witness 'with our spirit
that we are the children of God" (verse 16).
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NOTES OF A SERMON.
"For I, saith the Lord, will be a wall of fire 1'Ound about, and the glory
in the midst of her."-ZECHARIAH ii. ri.
THE man with the measuring line may represent the Lord as ready to
rebuild the temple, the city, and its walls. Two discouragements stood
in the way-opposition, and scorn; but as to these impediments the
Lord would be a wall of fire round about to defend, and the glory
in the midst to neutralize and defeat the scorn of enemies. The
Jews were weak and defenceless; they were few in number, had no
weapons except sword and trowel. The city walls were broken down.
Hence, the Lord Himself would be a wall of salvation. That would
mean1. A wall of separation. He thus makes His people a separate
people. Israel was separated by the original call in Abram-separated
from idolatry-separated from the idolatry and bondage of Egyptseparated in Canaan by the Mediterranean on the west, Jordan and
the two seas on the east, on the north and south by clearly marked
boundaries. And God's people now are a peculiar people, separated
and enclosed by the clearly defined boundaries of election, redemption,
regeneration, and final preservation.
2. The Lord is a wall of p1"Ote~tion. But walls, though as high and
as strong as those of Babylon or China, may be scaled and battered
down. Therefore, the Lord will be as a wall of fire. The enemy cannot
(;ome near a fire so hot without being consumed, for our God is a consuming fire to all such.
.
3. A wall of fire 1'ound about. No breach or gate open for the
enemy. A fire to burn up all assailants. A fire to protect all
inside the circle. The Lord had been all walls of water to Israel in
passing through the sea and Jordan, now as a wall of fire.
4. Blessed symbols of the Divine presence and protection! Such
was the tabernacle in the wilderness-the glory in the midst-the
temple at Jerusalem, reminding us of Christ in the midst of His
disciples; in the midst of the seven churches; in the midst where two
or three are gathered in His name. In the midst and 1'OUnd about His
people for ever.
Bristol.
R. CORNALL.

PERFECT UNION HEREAFTER.-I have seen a field here and a field
there stand thick with corn, a hedge or two has separated them; at the
proper season the reapers entered. Soon the earth was disburdened,
and the grain was conveyed to its destined resting-place, where,
blended together in the barn or sack, it could not be known that a
hedge had ever separated this corn from that. Thus it is with the
Church. Here it grows, as it were, in different fields, and even it
may be separated by different hedges. By-and-by, when the harvest
is come, all God's wheat shall be gathered into the garner, without
one single mark to distinguish that once they differed in outward
circumstantials of form and order.-Toplady.
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CHRISTIAN MINISTERS ARE NOT PRIESTS.
THE subject now to be treat.ed upon is one of paramount importance
to all Evangelical Christians, who hold the supreme authority of
Its patristic
Holy Scripture in all matters of doctrine and practice.
and ecclesiastical bearings are many and very intricate, but any
evidence derived from these sources can only be regarded by us as
secondary and undecisive, even if we had space to pursue our
inquiries in the direction of learned Fathers, Synods, Church
Councils, and Ecclesiastical Canons. It is well known that the
Reformers and Martyrs regarded this as a vital matter; the key to
the sacramental and sacerdotal theories of Rome, and of that
Anglican hierarchy which, while it fo.rcibly drove the Pope from
the seat of Christ, which he had blasphemously occupied, profanely
seated itself. in the same, and usurped the powers of Christ with as
much arrogancy as its predecessor. To oppose this idolatrous and
soul-destroying heresy of their time, these noble witnesses braved
the Martyr-fires, and freely shed their blood· as "the witnesses of
Christ," "clad in sackcloth," and branded with infamy by their
,enemies.
The sacerdotal teaching of the Roman Church is too well known
to need illustration, but we shall show that Ritualism is as much
sacerdotal as Romanism. The Rev. O. SHIPLEY, in hi "Sermons OD
Sin," says, "The Catholic religion i a religion of sacraments ,,_.
"Not a single step can be taken in the upernatural life without
the co-operation of sacraments;. not an advance can be made, not
an end can be gained.
0 sacramental grace can be applied to
individual souls without the intervention of a personal agency; that
is the agency of a priest. The late Dr. Pu EY, in 1867, declared
his belief that the issue of the battle in the English Church will
depend very mainly on the issue of that which is now waged
against what is called Sacerdotalism. The rejection of Sacerdotalism,
he says, involves, primarily, the rejection of Sacraments, and, therein,
of any "absolving power committed to the -priesthood." "A belief
in the absolving power of the priesthood, cannot be exercised unless confession be humbly made to him as he sits in the Tribune of Penance."
The correspondence between the late Bishop of Salisbury '(Dr.
HAMILTON) and "S. G. 0.,'" and the address of the late Bishop of
Oxford, to candidates, fully corroborate this. '1'he latter said, I' When
-priests use, as God directs, the keys of His kingdom, the currents
of grace, are stayed or poured out upon the souls committed to
,them.:· when they declare God's pardon to the penitent,' the· blessed
sound of absolution steals through the listening ear into the waiting
soul." In the same charge 'are these words: "The Apostles are
invested with royal and sacerdotal dignity and· honour; powers
were committed to the Apostles, and tra.nslIlitted by them to other
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men by laying on of hands, and these powers have been transmitted
to the present clergy." The Tractarian doctrine is stated by the
Bishop in the following points :-(1) "Certain men havtJ had entrusted
to them by God, as fellow-workers with Hirp., some supernatural
powers and prerogatives." (2) As for instance, "the power of so
blessing oblations of bread and wine, as to make them channels of
conveying grace to the soul, for strengthening and refreshing the
body of Christians." (3)" As Christ, our ascended Lord, is now
ever pleading His 'one sacrifice, so these ministers of Christ, as.
His representatives, plead on earth that which He pleads in heaven."
(4) "That God, who only can forgive sins, has delegated to these
same, His ministers, the power and authority of ministering to
those fitted to receive it in the pardon of their sins." He says,
"The functions of the clergy relate to the ministration of the
Word and sacraments, and are the functions 'l()f the representatives
of the one Prophet, the one Priest, and the one King." CAN ANY KIND
OF PRIESTLY ARROGANCY EXCEEll THrs 1
Mr. KEBLE, on "Ecclesiastical Adoration," says there is an inseparable connection between the adoration and the doctrine of
the Real Presence. He affirms that, "what Christ gives us in the
sacrament is the same body which was sacrificed on the cross, and
therefore adorable." The leaders of the Romanizing Movement are
all at one in these essentially papistical views, which are built
upon the sacerdotal character of the priest, or "presbyter,"
as the English Church calls the ministers of religion.
It will be seen that we fight with no shadow when we speak of
Ritualistic views of Priesthood. The doctrines of LAUD are again
openly proclaimed, and we must admit that many who hold them
(like the nonjuring Bishops, 'Mr. DODwELL and many others in his time),
among the present Sacramentarians, are exemplary Christians, and
eminent ecclesiastics. But this 19th century Goliath, which they
patronize, will have to be slain, as the 16th century one was, by the
"sling and stone" from the brook of living waters, even from the
Word of God. It is an interesting fact that they bring no new weapon
against us, so we may confidently use the Sword of the Spirit, which
;vanquished their predecessors.
The portions of Scripture used by
the Prelatists of a former time are used by Ritualists to-day~
but they ,may be triumphantly rescued from this desecration
by the same skill and valour manifested by the truth-loving
Puritans.
The name Priest (hiereus) as applied to ministers of the Gospel is
unscriptural. Nowhere, in the New Testament, is this name applied
to them in their official capacity, nor is the Latin equivalent,
Bacerdos, applied to ministers even in the Vulgate.· tThree times
believers are called kings and priests, but obviously the term priests
no more confers upon them the 'sacerdotal office, than the term kings
does regal power. The word presbuteros occurs between sixty and
seventy times, but the Rhemish and Douay translations have not
ventured to render it, by the word priest more than six times (Acts
xiv. 22, xv. 2; 1 Tim. v. 17.19; Titus i. 5; James v. 14). The
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words episkopos and episkopee are, together, used nine times in the
New Testament.
It is the vain boast of Papal writers that in these passages they
have given the word priest according to the strictly philological
meaning as shown from the German (Priester), the French (Prestre
or Pretre), and the Latin (Presbyter or Elder). But with an effrontery
and sophistry in which they have no superiors, while admitting and
even contending for this derivation, they attach to the word a
sacerdotal import, saying on Acts xiv. 22, that, "to be a priest is to
be a man appointed to sacrifice, and that the Church bath one only
external sacrifice, which is the Holy .Mass of Christ's body and blood,
that she offereth to God alone."
Most carefully do they evade debating the main question; whether
a sacrificing power and prerogative can be attributed to Presbyters
and Bishops. Lord I BACON'S remark on the word priest is very
pertinent here: "It is a good rule in translation, never to confound
that in one word in the translation, which, is precisely distinguished
in two words in the original; and therefore, seeing presbuteros and
hiereus be always distinguished in the original, and the one word used
for minister and the other for sacrificer; the word priest being made
common to both, whatsoever the derivation be yet, in use it confoundeth the minister with the sacrificer. This may convince us how
improper it is to use the word priest for a minister of the Gospel."
Believers generally are called "a royal priesthood" with reference
to their separation' from the world-their purity and sanctity of
character-their consecration to the divine service-and their spiritual
functions as worshippers of the true and living God. But the idea
which both Romanism and Ritualism attach to the word as applied
to ministers is that they are "sacrificing prie ts" authorized of God
to offer Christ's crucified body and blood upon earth, in resemblance,
and in conjunction with, what He, in person, offers in heaven." Like
Dr. HICKES, the notorious defender of prelacy in former times, the
Ritualists now contend that "a priest, an altar, and a sacrifice,
are absolutely necessary under the Gospel, and. no Church or congregations of Christians can be complete without them" (HICKES'
Christian Priesthood).
It is certainly a remarkable fact that
amongst all the prevailing tendencies of the apostolic age this
dogma was not broached! Even BELLAR1tlINE notes this, .and acknowledges that not only the inspired writers, but most of the eady
Fathers refrained from using this language of ministers of the
Gospel. But if the idea contained in the word was essential to
the completeness and integrity of Church life and sound doctrine, no
excuse can be made for the Apostles in keeping back so important a
matter, even though, as BELLARMINE suggests, "they did it to con-ciliate the Jews, or to efface as much as possible from their own
minds the remembrance of the old Aaronic priesthood." The
weakness of such a· reason is apparent from the fact that the Jewish
priesthood is asserted by all Papists and Ritualists to be the prototype
()f a New Testament priesthood, which they so urgently defend and
,propagate!
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This sacrificing function of the priestly office is intended to
support the extravagant and superstitious regard for the ordinanc~
of the Lord's Supper, evinced by the doctrine of the Mass, and
the figment of Transubstantiation! It is most pitiable to consider
the kind of evidence adduced from the Bible in support of the
dogma of a "Mystic" or, . as some assert, a" true and proper
sacrifice," in the ordinance of the Lord's Supper.
, The present of bread and wine which Melchisedeck gave to
Abraham is regarded as one of their main defences. But, in the
first place, it would be extremely difficult to show that his was a.
sacrificial or vicarious act, such as the theory in question requires;
and were this admitted the case fails in a more serious form.
still, because the main reason why Melchisedeck is chosen by Paul
as the prototype of Christ's Priesthood, rather than the Aaronico
order, is just the fact that Melchisedeck had no official predecessor,
01" successor; but was mystically a perpetual Priest, even as our'
Lord Jesus is a Priest for ever, of the order of Melchisedeck,
without any predecessor, 0'/' swxessor, for He Himself abides a " Priest.
for ever," able to save to the uttermost all that come unto God.
by Him.
The importance of this view cannot be over-estimated, for the
points of constrast, between the Aaronic priesthood and that of
Christ, are far more numerous than those of resemblance, so that
the Aaronic order rather serves to prove the necessity of "another
priest," not to be called after "the order of Aaron," but, "1,0'
arise after the order of Melchisedeck." Both the Jewish law and
priesthood pointed to the deep necessity for something better
than they furnished; rather than setting that better thing forth
by type and comparison, or by identity of order and. office.
STILLINGFLEET, in his I1'enicon .{part 2nd. cap. 6), says, "When in:
the primitive Church, the name priest came to be attributed to
the ministers of the Gospel, in process of time, corruptions increasing in the Church, those names that were used by Christians by
way of analogy and accommodation, brought in the things themselves primarily intended by those names. So by the metaphorical
names of priests and altars at last came up the service of the,
Mass, without which the names of priest and altar were insignificant."
Some of the Scriptures used in support of the priestly function of'
the ministry are so far fetched, that it seems almost absurd to
refute the priestly perven>ion of them. For instance, "I know the
blasphemy of those who say they are Jews" (Rev. xi. 9). For,
say the Ritualists, "Jews and synagogues stand connected with
priests" ! "The seven stars are the angels of the seven Churches,"
that is, say they, "the Bishops are priests of God." "This isa.
great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and His Church,"
which, say they, "is the mystical union and representation of
Jesus Christ by the Christian Bishops at the Christian altar."
These quotations lead to another objection to the doctrine of
Priesthood, as applied to the ministry officially, namely, that there
are no sacrifices proper under the Christian economy.
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Both the Papacy and the Ritualists teach that there are. Here
the one, thing hangs on the other- no priest no sacrifice-no
sacrifice no priest. - Sacramentalism and sacerdotalism lean .against
each other to prop each other up; let either be demolished and
the other must fall.
The sanctimonious zeal with which the
sacrifice of the M9.ss is insisted upon, and the concern felt to
surround the Lord's table with a superstitious awe, are alike
needful in order to maintain the priestly authority so dear to pious
ecclesiastics, fond of power, and saturated with pride and selfrighteousness, qualities in which they excel the Pharisees of old.
The words of Luke, "This do in remembrance of Me," are distorted into "sacrificing" (chap. xxii. 19). No one can fairly admit
this unwarrantable change in the Apostle's language! We are
told that the words, "This is my body," &c., mean, "which is sacrificed
for you." But the Lord's Supper is never styled a sacrifice, either
at the first instituting of it, or in any subsequent allusion to it.
A proper sacrifice implies two things, namely, a mactation or slaying
()f a victim, and an oblation or offering of it to God, neither of
which acts can be applied. to the scriptural celebration of the
Lord's Supper. The Apostle's language, "He offered himself once"
(Heb. vii. 27, ix. 26-28, x. 12), seems prophetically uttered in condemnation of the sacramental notion that "Christ, in the Lord's
Supper, is offered as a sacrifice by the priest." If the theory of
the priest's offering up Christ be admitted, the Apostle stands chargeable with culpable negligence in not exhibiting that doctrine when
writing upon the priesthood of Christ. The prophet Malachi's
"' pure offering" is alluded to as a vicarious sacrifice. But the concurrent voice of antiquity, of which so much boast is made, is
entirely against this dogma, for TERTULLIAr, HRYSO TOM, CYPRIAN,
EUSEBIUS, J EROME, and AUGUSTINE all f.e!;tify that this passage
refers to the "Incense of prayer, and the sacrifice of praise, and
religious warks." Ritualists are inexcusable, because they violate the
Articles 'and Homilies of the Church, whose vows they have taken,
under the solemn profession of being "moved herein by the Holy
Ghost." The "Lamb before the throne" is said to represent the Christian Bishop at the altar. But under Christianity there are no sacrificial
altars .It is said, Matthew bids us "leave our gift at the altar,"
doe. But he imposes this duty on private Christians, who are to
-confess to each other without the intervention of priests, penance, or
confessional to ratify their doings. What wretched perversions of
Scripture!
It is time that something should be done to frustrate the designs
()f those who are reviving amongst us the abominable dogmas of
Popery, under so thin a guise that there can be no misunderstanding
their intentions.
It is pleaded by some in their defence, that, in
conspicuous instances, the Ritualists disown the dogmas of Transubstantiation and Papal Infallibility, and therefore must not be judged
harshly. But they express their belief in the corporeal presence of
Christ in the elements, and this must carry with it the dogma, for
a "true and proper sacrifice" cannot be admitted without involving
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a ,transubstantiation, of ,the elements-without the functions of a true
and proper priesthood, and the, whole of the sacramental ,theory, which,
if true, condemns all who deny it as infidel,s, on whom the ( jU!lt
d~spleasu,re ot God ~ullt b,e impending.
But we deny the theory in toto, and challenge any of its advocates
to prove it from Holy Scripture" the only authoritative standard of
appeal. We bring, the following charges against those who hold the
Sacerdotal doctrines : (1) They assume a name which the New Testament never confers
upon ministers, in their official capacity. Believers in common are
metaphorically both "kings and priests unto God," and any other
priesthood, is a base caricature of Christ's divine and untransmittable
(Gr. aparabaton) priesthood.
,
(2) In arrogating to themselves this sacerdotal position, they violate
the law of Christ relating to Christian Brotherhood.
Christ insisted that there should be no magisterial distinction
amongst His disciples, to the spiritual humiliation of anyone of
them, and to His personal dishonour. He said, "One is your Master,
even Christ; and all ye are brethren."
(3) They advance a theory of sacrifice utterly at variance with the
grand facts and teachings of the New Testament.
Christ, "by one offering, hath perfected for ever them that are
sanctified." He was not to "offer Himself often, as the high priest"
under the law did; but He offered oneperfe9t, final, ,exclusive sacrifice,
by virtue of which God promises; "Their sins and iniquities will I
remember no more."
(4) .B,y a mere fiction of priestly arrogance and superstition they
teach the most revolting doctrine concerning, the Person of Christ.
He is changed by them into endless grotesque and. ignominious
characters-is wantonly crucified by them, and presented to their
devotees in the most sensuous manner, in the sacrifice of the Mass. If
Jesus be sacrificed again, He must die again! Either there is no tcue
and proper sacrifice in the Mass, or Christ is daily offered up, at the
will of ten thousand priests, "crucifying again to themselves the
Son of God, and making him a ,mockery."
(Douay Version,
Heb. vi: 6.)
,
(5) This dogma of priestly power pours contempt upon the immaculate sacrifice of Christ. Say a man dies in venial sin, and goes to
purgatory, the priest offers mass for his soul daily, for three years, and
persuades the friends that in each case he offers a real sacrifice, and
till he speaks doubtfully of the result. Then one thousand and ninety
fi ve sacrificial acts cannot release a soul, even after the exercise of faith
in Christ! Can anything exceed the enormous absurdity of this,
except it be its intolerable blasphemy 1
(6) They pour contempt upon the tender and sacred relation
which God sustains to all believers. God calls them children, the
priest treats them as slaves; Christ pronounces them pardoned, the
priests says, "No, not unless I concur in the compact"; Christ calls
them into the holy place as a royal priesthood, the priest bars the
aoor, and forbids their entrance except in his person Jesus teaches
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that He dwells in believers as sons and heirs, the priest says, "I give
you Christ in this wafer, and you must not come to Him except
through me."
May the Lord preserve all His people from complicity with this
spurious, cruel, impious, destructive, Christ-dishonouring doctrine,
with all its collateral dogmas, which give compactness to" the mystery
of iniquity," which, "if possible, would deceive the very elect." .
W.E.
MULTUM IN

PARVO.

THE action of LORD HALIFAX in publishing his Transubstantiation
Declaration, in the name of the Romanizing English Church Unionwhich only a small section of the Union had previously endorsedhas created no small dissatisfaction among the members generally, and
secessions from the Halifax Society have continued.
One of the
latest aevelopments of the dividedness of the Union (!) was seen in the
abandonment of the usual KC.U. meeting in connection with the
"Church Congress." For the first time the Ritualists held no
meeting on the eve of the Congress. Of course, an "explanation"
of this remarkable retreat was offered by the President, and it was
to the effect that he thought it would be unwise to make a speech
in view of the "Round Table Conference" which the BISHOP of
LONDON had invited to meet in October! The cleavage created in
the KC.U. by LORD HALIFAX'S Popish" Declaration" no doubt led
his Lordship to exercise upon himself this discipline of self-denial-or,
it may have been that had the usual E.C.U. meeting been held at the
Congress, some of his many aggrieved followers would have taken
that public opportunity to denounce the ultra Roman Declaration,
together with the arrogance which inspired its composition and
promulgation.-Until this fatuous D.eclaration "as put forth, the
DEAN of ROCHESTER (Dr. HOLE) was a leading member of the
E.C.U., but he has now renounced the Union and its falseness to the
Protestant Church of England. Writing a letter to the Times, the
DEAN-a decided High Churchman-says the KC.U. is "no longer
defensive, but defiant," and further affirms that it "does not
represent the English Church, and it does not promote Union."
This is plain speaking; but it is precisely what we ourselves have
maintained ever since the formation of this Romanizing Society, in
the year 1859. Another gratifying incident in the present position of
the KC.U. is that its appeals for funds do not meet with
more than scant response. May the day soon arrive when this
mischievous organization, which for the past forty years has only
too successfully trained thousands of young people for secession to the
Church :}f Rome, come to its deserved end, and the Church of our
fathers be delivered from its baneful presence and influence !-·We are
glad to note a quotation in the official organ of the Protestant Alliance
from the pages of the late learned BISHOP LIGHTFOOT'S volume,
Leaders in the Northern Chu.nh, on the subject of the freedom of
early Christianity in England from the errors and interference of the
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Church of Rome. Dr. LIGHTFOOT says ;-----.:" It was in the year 635-a.
little more than seventy years after COLUMBA landed at Iona, just
thirty years after the death of AUGUSTINE-that AIDAN commenced
his work. Though nearly forty years had elapsed since AUGUSTINE'S
first landing in England, Christianity was still confined to its first
conquest, the south-east corner of the island, the kingdom of Kent.
Beyond this border, thongh ground had been broken here and _there,
no territory had been permanently acquired - for the Gospel.
Then commenced those thirty years of earnest, energetic labour,
carried on by these Celtic missionaries and· their disciples
from Lindisfarne as their spiritual citadel, which ended in
the submission -of England to the gentle yoke of Christ. Not
AUGUSTINE, but AIDAN, is the true apostle of England.
Iona
succeeded where Rome had failed. 'From the cloisters of Lindisfarne,' writes MON'l'ALEMBERT,
'Northumbrian Christianity
What is distinctly
spread over the southern kingdoms.
visible is the influence of Celtic priests and missionaries everywhere
replacing and seconding Roman missionaries, and reaching districts
which their predecessors had never been able to enter.' And again,
'Of the eight kingdoms of the Anglo-Saxon confederation, that of
Kent alon~ was exclusively won and retained by the Roman monks,
whose first attempts among the East Saxons and Northumbrians
ended in failure.'
The independence of the Celtic
missionary, again, is a patent fact, and stands out in strong
contrast to later evangelistic movements in V{estern Europe. Rome
neither initiated nor controlled. these Celtic missions. The missionaries qwed allegiance, not to the Bishop of Rome, but to the
Presbyter-Abbott of Iona. There is no evidence that they sought
or accepted any authoritative directions from the Roman mission
in the South of England. Their usages were different in - many
respects from th~ usages of Rome.
When these came under
discussion, and it was a question between allegiance to Iona and
allegiance to Rome, they unhesitatingly chose the former.
Roman direction is treated as absolutely valueless by them;
Roman wishes are disregarded. Sooner than abandon the traditions
and customs of Iona for those of Rome, they retire altogether
from the field, leaving the rich fruits of their labours to
<Jthers at the very moment when the harvest is full ripe."A Reuter telegram from Rome says :-" The POPE hr.s addressed a
letter to the Cardinal-Vicar, in which he emphatically points out
the danger of the free propagation of Protestantism in Italy, and
particularly in Rome.
His Holiness observes that this propagation
is permitted by law,. and dwells on the awkward position in which
it places him. POPE LEO then goes on to say that he is not in a
position to oppose the movement, but he recommends the CardinalVicar to extend the work of the Propagation of the Faith which he
has founded, and which has already given such satisfactory results.
His Holiness concludes by exhorting [Roman] Catholics to make a
united effort in order that the damage caused by the sectarian propaganda may be minimised as much as possible."-HENRY 'LAssERE,
3 D
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historian of "Our .Lady of Lourdes," has died at the age. of setenty-'
foui.
His belief, in the' vision at Lourdes and his advocacy of
the 'so-called miraculous well. were based on ,the story that he
himself, when threatened with blindness, appealed to" the vision•.
upon the recommendation 'of a Protestant. friend, and was cured.In 1'866 there were 86,000 nuns in France; now there are 142,832.It isa 'deplorable fact that many thoughtless, professedly Protestant
parents send their children to' Roman Catholic schools, where, of,
course, they are expected to attend the "religious" te.'tching daily.:
One of the latest proofs of the prevalence of this unprincipled and
disastrous practice, on the part of parents, comes from the inspector
of Roman Catholic schools in the "diocese of Southwark." He
states that in that area between two thousand and three thousand
Flon-Roman scholars attend the Papal SJhools. A Roman Catholic
priest-a member of the Order of so-called" Christian ,Brothers"lately informed us that he had many Protestant·boys in the school
of which he is the head. ,When parents thus abandon all sense
of their solemn responsibilities to their offspring, it is small wonder.
that children' learn to entertain contempt for all religion.----'
The Freeman~s Journal" (a Roman Catholic organ). waxes sarcastic:
over Queen's College, Cork, which the 'Roman youth of Ireland
are discouraged by their priests from attending.
There are 178
students, of whom 135 are medicals. There is only one law student.
In some classes there is only one scholar; in some there are five.,The Bookman says the title of Mr. WALTER WALSH'S new book to be
published in the autumn will be The Histrny of the Homeward Movement in the Church of Englarul, 1833-1865. It is written from the
standpoint of Evangelical' Churchmen, and will be the only work. of
its kind. It relates to the public events of the first thirty-two years.
of the new movement, and will be absolutely different from Mr.
WALSH'S previous popular work. It will, however, contain such new
inforniation conc'erning the societies of Ritualists as the author has.
been able to collect since the publication of his earlier book. Mr;
WALSH, in compiling the work, has consulted every available source
of information in print or in manuscript, and has given special
attention to the pampWets and newspapers of the period. The work
is moderate in the expression of opinion, and free from personal insult
and abuse, and it is. hoped that it will be found useful even by those
who do not 'agree with' the author's views. A special feature
will be a brief history, of all the cases in law which have arisen
in connection with the movement, with a summary annexed.
The book w.ill be complete in itself, and" will contain a good
,index. .The publishers will be Messrs. JAMES NISBET .and ,Co.
HAVING,had so little serious indisposition before my late sickness; I
never knew experimentally; till then, how unfit a. season. a. time of sickness is' for spiritual examination or inquiry. But, -I never .knew so
-well before what real support is to be obtained by, a .direct. looking
. unto Jesus.-.-Watts Wilkinson.
"
"
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NATURE AND GRACE.
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W. H.

KRAUS'E.

;x:vii. 1 to 7.)
}VI!! have,wi,thin the" compass ofa ,very small PQ.rtioll of Scriptllre,
-the 15th, 16th and 17th chapters of Exodus-.an account of the
unbeljef, the discontent, the repeated rebellions; aI).d murmurings of
the, people of IsraeJ. They murmured because they wanted water ~
and when they did come to water it was bitter. Soon' after this.
they murmured becaus('J they wanted food; they -acted precisely .iIlc
the manner reQor,ded in the portion of Scripture above referred to..
Now, brethren, when the Holy Ghost recorded the maJ;ly instances of
unbelief and rebellion on the part of the people of Israel, He intended
that we should receive instruction from all this, "line upon line,
precept upon precept." It seems as if the Lord would present a
picture of human nature in all ages, and would show us that no sooner
does man seem to have recovered from one of those desperate -evils into,
which he has plunged himself, than he is ready to fall into another.
This is one of the most painful aspects in which human nature can be'
presented to our view. It brings before us the great truth which the
men of the world, and very Iliany of the Lord's people also, are too apt.
to forget, that outward circumstances' can never bring a .man to God.
When calamity presses. upon an indiviqual, or upon a family, we
:;;ometimes take it for granted that some spiritual benefit must be the·
result. The heart. of man is as hard as this rock that was smitten by
the rod of Mo 13es, and nothing but the mighty power of the Holy
Ghost can ,ever 'Iloften that heart, which is harder than an adamant
stone.
r have already said that the Holy Ghost, in recording the transgressions of the people of Israel; which were so aggravated by the
frequency of their repetition, seems to bring before us profitable
instruction as to ourselves. The circumstance which comes under our
consideration at this time is referred to in the 10th chapter of the 1st
Epistle to the Corinthians, where the Apostle, after he has touched
llpon the Lord's wondrous dealings with His peopl~, says, in the 6th
verse, .'; These things were our type..," or AS it is rendered in our version.
"our ensample.•."
, In that most remarkable epitome of Israel's character and Israel's
history, the 78th Ps~lm, the Psalmist stands amazed, as i~ were, as he
records . instance after, instance .of Israel's transgressions and, disobedience; it seems as .if his arithmetic failed in such a calculation as
this" and so he says,," How oft did they provoke Him in the wilderness
and grieve Him in the desert! "
.
. Now, brethren, before we enter upon the subject which comes under
our consideration this day, let me premise that you are not to confound
this circumstance with that which is recorded in the 20th chapter of
'Numbers. The one· occurred at Rephidim in the first year after
Israel's. exodus from Egypt; the other occllrred. at ~adesh, in the last
year, of Israel's pilgrimage in the desert., Tqel'e' were .some forty years
3 D 2
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between this, and that. You remember one very striking difference
between these two circumstances. In this instance, we find the man
of God driven by the storm of outward opposition and insult, to nestle
under J ehovah's wipg. In the other instance, we find him, the meekest
man upon earth, speaking" unadvisedly with his lips." It seems as
if the reiterated provocation of this people had been too much for flesh
and blood to stand.
We desire, brethren, in the first place, to direct your attention to the
conduct of the people of Israel at this time. We shall then say a
"iyord as to the conduct of Moses.
e shall say something as to the'
Lord's dealings with the people of Israel; and we shall also show you
the'typical instruction presented to us in the water which flowed forth
from that rock.
And; in the first place, when we look at the conduct of the people of
Israel, what a picture of human nature is here presented to our view;
notwithstanding all the miraculous dealings which the Lord had
exercised from time to time on: their behalf, the first disappointment
they meet with arouses their spirit of opposition against the Lord and
against His servant.
Now, I want to make application of this remark to the character of
an ungodly' world. A man may have, fur a long course of years,
enjoyed much ease and worldly prosperity; but whenever any little
difficulty comes across his path, he seems entirely to forget the Lord,
and the Lord's providences. Why 1 Just because he is not under
the teaching of the Holy Ghost, and because he has not been accustomed
, habitually to acknowledge the Lord in all His ways.
To bring this matter nearer home: outward circumstances of a
public character occur; national difficulties ari e; ~and directly, we
who lived under sunshine, as bright as ever Israel enjoyed, though not
80 miraculously 'manifested, are just as prone to murmur when we
thInk matters are not going as we would wish them to go.'We are, I
say; just as'prone as ever Israel was, to forget the Lord's hand, and,
instead of'saying, "The Lord reigneth," He is the doer of all this, He
it is who' now interposes some providential obstacle to the onward
progress of events in the course in which we would wish them to goinstead' of thus getting on our watch tower to hear what the Lord
would say, and what we should answer when we were reproved, we
forget the Lord is in the world at all.
The conduct of Israel of old is a looking-glass, as it were. We
have lately said, there is in man a spirit of, we might almost call
it, cowardice j he is sometimes afraid to set himself in array against
God; and to challenge the Almighty; but he goes as near it as he
possibly can. If the Lord throws a providential cloud across his
pa,th, directly he begins to quarrel with God; he may be afraid to
do this' openly, but he will' quarrel with the Lord's instrumentality,
the Lord's agents, the Lord's servants, he will quarrel with anything.
Mark, these people go to Moses, and say to him, "Give us water
that we may 'drink." They tell him he had brought them out of Egypt
to kill them, and their children, and their .cattle with thirst. 0
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what dignity there is in the answer of the man of God:" Why chide
ye with me 1 Wherefore do ye tempt the Lord ~ " He tells them he
was not the Sovereign of the universe; he tells them it was not he
who had brought them into that parched wilderness-that it was -not
he who had, as it were, shut the earth's mouth that it should not
afford them one stream of refreshment.
Oh, there is a spirit in .man which leads him to look to human
agencies to second causes, and he cannot rise above those
second causes. But what a blessed thing it is when a man
is enabled to see, through these subordinate instrumentalities, the
master-hand which regulates all, and which makes the machine 'of outward providences move just as the Lord pleases.
In the .7th verse we are told that the place received ,the name ,of
Massah and Meribah, "because of the chiding of the children ,of
Israel, and because they tempted the Lord, saying, If! the Lord among
us or not?" They could not have asked a betterquestion,if'they had
asked it in a right spirit. If when every mouth was pouTing ·forth
its murmurs and its complaints-if, when every hand seemed ready
to gather up stones, to inflict insult and -injury upon the Lord's
servant-if, at such a moment, some wise man could have been
found, who would have run in among that infuriated multitude,
and said," Sirs / Is the Lord among 1h<, or rwt?" But there was
a vast deal of difference in the way in which they put the 'question.
When they began to ask in a spirit of insult, -" Is the Lord among
us, or not 1" jt was as much as to say, "Show us a sign and we will
,believe."
Now, mark the conduct ,of Moses at ,this time. He goes to the
Lord and cries unto Him. I believe some of you, my brethren, know
that some of the most precious hours of communion which ,have ever
been granted to God's servants have ' been those seasons when the
storm without, or the sense of weakness within, has forced us into the
secret of the Lord's presence. We have lately told you that it is in
this way "God often brings out that which is so sweet in His earthe cry of His believing people, as they plead with Him His own
.love, and His own faithfulness, which is exercised on their behalf,
because they are members of the body of His dear Son, the Lord
Jesus Christ. This may explain many a hard providential problem
which you could not solve, "When perhaps in your secret retirement
you felt you could not do without the Lord; and :therefore you asked
Him to come to your help; afterwards you were able to say, Tused
to talk of prayer, I used to talk of the difficulty of prayer, .but it is
not always difficult. God knows how to make the heart speak when
the mouth cannot utter one connected sentence.
.
Now, mark how graciously the Lord dealt with His servant in this
matter. The seasonable supply He was pleased to' ·send 'at this
time is noticed in many parts of Scripture. In the 78th Psalm, the
Psalmist .says, "Their heart was not right }vith Him, neither were
they stedfast in His covenant. But He, Iieing full of compassion,
forgave their iniquity, and ·destroyed them not. Yea, many a time
~turnedHe His anger away, arid did not stir up all His wrath.. For
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He l'emembered that they were but flesh; a wind that passetli away
and cometh not again." Again, in the 15th verse of ·that Psalm, t.he
Psalmist says, "He clave the: rocks in the wilderness. and gave them
.drink as out of the great depths. He brought streams also out of the
rock, and ca1lsed waters:to run down like rivers."
When the Apostle Paul brings forward this circumstance in the
history of Israel, in the' 10th chapter of the 1st Epistle to the
.corinthians, you remember the use he makes of it. He says, "They.
did all eat the same spiritual meat, and did all drink the same spiritual
:dTink"; they all lived in that sacramental atmosphere, if I may so
say. "But with many of them God was not well pleased"; many of
them could discern no more in all God's dealings on their behalf than
:the beasts of the field who drank of the water also. Now, brethren,
;there is,something .practical in all this. It is possible for two to· sit
un the same pew-two members, it may be, of the same family; it is
!possible,'I say, for two thus closely connected to make a very different
'use of the Lord's dealings. While some of those people perished in
·the wilderness, there were others who could discern much spiritual
,instruction in God's providential care of them.
We now come to the consideration of the spiritual part of oUl'
:subject,which ,is an important one, and which we have not the least
,hesitation in handling as we are about to handle it. I say there was
.much signification in this miracle. There were rich and enduring
'spiritual blessings, shadowed forth in those rivers of waters which
streamed forth from that rock; for the Apostle tells us, in the 10th
·chapter of 1st Corinthians, what no preacher would have ventured to
llave said from his pulpit if the Holy Ghost had not told him, that
.. That rock was Christ."
It is to the points of Gospel instruction which are presented to
us in this. narrative that I desire now to direct your attention
(The first use' the Psalmist makes of it in the' 78th Psalm is to
show that it was a lively type or presentment of the grace of
-God. All the Lord's dealings with Israel of old emphatically
taught ·the Gospel.
God thus taught them, as He also teaches
liS, that. the proviSIon which He makes for a poor, needy, wretchea
sinner is 31 free thing, and that it is suitable to all his necessities
and· all his calamities.
The children of Israel thirsted, and God
gave them drink; they hungered, and God supplied them with
food; they were in difficulty, and God came to their help. Thi~
is the Gospel.
It is not preaching the Gospel to tell men that
.God is standing by, looking upon the large field of His intelligent
creatures, waiting' till men shall come to Him, waiting till they
shall manifest some good disposition towards Him. This is not .th-e
Gospel which I have learned from the Bible, nor is it the Gospel
fWhichI 'ha"\te learned in my own experience. The Gospel tells us
that God} comt!s to meet every necessity in man, who is ill·disposed
to ,'!Icknowledge the Lord at all.
"I am found," He 'says, '" of
theirr that 80uglit -Me not."
'
.. "
,,:11 . believe" this is the character of the Lord's dealings'; -} believe
He thlls magnifit!s' tlheriches of His grace'; I believe H~ th1i6
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.arranges it, that boasting shall be
eluded, so that none shall
'be able to look down- upon his, perhaps" more hardened brother,
::and say, ," Stand by thyself, come not near to me; for I am holier
tlian thou. There was SQn:le good thing in my heart which' led
'me to seek the Lord: but there is no good thing in you which
,can ever bring you to Him." I believe, brethren; every mouth
must be stopped as to this matter of boasting. "Unto me," said
;()ne who knew well what grace meant-" Unto me, who am less
ilhan the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should
':preach among. the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ."
,And, . again, he tells us, "This is a faithful saying, and worthy
()f all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to sav.e
':sinners, 'of whqm .[ am chiej."
" Again, it was not only when the people of Israel were in want
·-or necessity that God provided for them; He provided for them
in· the time of their actual transgression against Him. The 78th
Psalm records this as a most marvelleous thing: "He, being full
-of compassion, forgave their iniquity, and destroyed them not."
· As much as to say, If their rebellion had smoked in our nostrils
as it did in the nostrils of Him who dwelleth in the highest heavens,
we would have said, Prepare the lightnings and thunderbolts, and
· hiver this people to atoms,
The Lord, in the history of Israel of old, was pleased to gi ve a
l'emarkable type of His dealings with His own people in all ages,
.-He know!> what is in man; He knows that if He were to wait till
,man should deserve to receive His boon, man would never receive it.
'"And, brethren, I speak not of spiritual benefits only, but of temporal
'. benefits also. Not one of us can presume to say, I have a right to
expect to receive at God's. hands the bread and the water which
seem so secure to me from day to day. Not one of us can presume
· to say, I claim at God's hand the health and the enjoyment of my
faculties which God gives me. And if it be so in temporal things,
.()h, how much more may we say this with respect to spiritual· things!
, Not one of us can presume to say, I claim a seat at God's right hand,
• I demand a crown and kingdom; but each one of us must lie low at
"the Lord's footstool, and say, "By the grace of God I am what I am."
But again, it seems to me "e have in this narrative some .precious
'-indieations of the Covenant provision which the Lord has made for the
'·wants of all His people. I do not put it forward dogmatically, but it
· appears to me the doctrine of the Trinity, the doctrine of the eyer·:lasting Covenant between the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost,
· is here most strikingly shadowed forth. We are told that J ehovah
· aid to Moses, '-' Go on before the people, and take with thee of the
elders of Israel; and thy rod, wherewith thou smotest the river, take
-in thine hand, and go. Behold, I will stand before thee there upon
the rock in Horeb." Now, when we read that "that rO:lk was
('Gh1'ist," and farther, when, under the emblem of living, ,refreshing,
':satisfying waters, is shadow.ed forth the gracious gifts of the Holy
(Ghost, I think we are 'warranted, in saying,we have her,e a_,most
"precious type of that which, whether it wel'e'sha,doweq forth in 'this
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type or not, is a great truth which runs through the whole Bible,
that the standing of God's people, the salvation of God's people, the
blessing which descends upon God's people, is the Covenant work of
one Covenant Jehovah-Father, Son, an~ Holy Spirit.
When the Lord said He would stand upon that rock, and that
it was to be smitten under Him, I believe He thus testified Hi.s
approval of His own appointment. The rock, as we have already seem.
prefigured the Lord Jesus Christ, the fountain and source of living
waters; when He was smitten, the Father stood by, as if to testify
that the salvation of His people was His own appointment; thus the
53rd of Isaiah tells us, "It pleased the Lord to bruise Him." l
cannot understand the Gospel unless I see that the incarnation, thedeath, and res~rrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, His ascension into
heaven, and the gift of the Holy Ghost, that all this, from first t()
last, was the Covenant work of the ever blessed Trinity, and that
we are as much indebted to the Father as we are to the Son, and
to the Son as we are to the Holy Ghost.
You
There was much significancy in the emblem of water.
remember when the Lord Jesus Christ was upon earth He saw the Jews,
according to their annual custom, drawing water from the pool of
Siloam. He heard them, as they walked in procession, repeat the
words of the 12th of Isaiah, "With joy shall ye draw water out of
the wells of salvation;" and in the midst of this scene He stood and
cried, saying, "If any man thirst, let him come unto Me and drink."
He told them He could satisfy all the wants of a poor, sinful man.
And then He says, "He that belicveth on Me, as the Scripture hath
said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. But this spake
He of the Spirit, which they that believe on Him should receive: fEll'
the Holy Ghost was not yet given'; because that Jesus was not yet
glorified." He thus pointed their attention to the great truth, that
by virtue of His death those gushing streams should flow forth whicll
should refresh and satisfy the Church of God.
The Holy Ghost was not yet given because that Jesus was not yet
glorified." It is a great mistake, but it is a very popular one, that,
the Spirit's work is an independent work j that He mends, and mends,
and mends the man, until at last the man is to become satisfied with
himself. The Spirit's office is to glorify Christ, and that man has the
richest enjoyment of the blessings of the everlasting Covenant who
basks most under the sunshine of the glory of Jesus, as its precious
rays are drawn down upon his soul by the gracious influence of God.
the Holy Ghost. Not one feature of the beauty that is in Christ can
the soul discern but as the Spirit unfolds it. Not one believing
prayer can the sinner ever offer unto God unless as the Spirit reveals
Jesus to the soul, in His Covenant relation t{) His people, as their
Advocate with the Father, their Intercessor who" ever liveth to make
intercession for them."
When water flowed forth from that rock the people of lsrael were
given the very thing which would satisfy their wants. We can wel1
imagine, in a desert such as that, where the burning sand seemed to
exhaust every drop of moisture, what a shout there must have been
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throughout the camp of Israel when, on a former occasion, they came
in sight of water. Here is water I-thirsty souls, here is water!
They came to the water, and it was bitter.
But see how God provided a supply for His people from that very
place from which, according to man's judgment, it was most unlikely
that it should proceed; and not only this, but He caused l'ive1's to
flow forth, as if He had said,. Drink, yea, drink abundantly, and be
satisfied. There can be no stint in the supply which God bestows.
Oh, what a lesson is this as to spiritual blessings. You remember that,
word in the 12th of Isaiah, "Behold, God is my salvation; I will
trust, and not be afraid: for the Lord J EHOVAH is my strength and my
song; He also is become my salvation." This word, I believe, refel'8primarily to a f).lture period, but it is beautiful in its application to
the supply which God gives His own people-the precious things of
Christ, pardon through His blood, righteousness, acceptance with God.
These are the blessings which satisfy and refresh the soul, and these are
the things which you all want. It do not say you all desire these things.
The Lord grant it may be so. But I say, ever~ man in this city wants
Christ; every man in this city wants pardon, peace', and favour,
deliverance from fear, and from all those things which bring the soul
under bondage; and he will never find all this till he is enabled to find
it in Christ.
But look again at the abundance of this gift, "The waters gushed
out and the streams overflowed."
"He clave the rocks in the
wilderness, and gave them drink as out of the great depths. He
brought streams also out of the rock, and caused waters to run down
like rivers." This is the way in which God always gives-bountifully.
How beautifully this is brought before us in type. When the
Queen of Sheba came to Solomon, and when, according to the custom
of that day, she made her request to him, that she might receive
of his gifts, we are told, "He gave her all her desire, whats0ever she asked, beside that which Solomon gave her of his royal
bounty." This is what the Lord does; He does not give us merely
what we ask for; He gives us of His "?"Oyal bourdy.' If we wel°e
only to receive that for which we ask, I fear we should very often
be very much stinted when, perhaps, during the whole four-andtwenty hours most miserable petitions ascend from our lips; but,
blessed be God, He gives us ., exceeding abundantly" above all we
can ask, or even think.
What a beautiful word is that in the 48th of Isaiah, where thB
Lord, speaking of what Israel had deprived himself of by his
transgressions, says, "0 that thou hadst 'hearkened to My commandments! then had thy peace been as a river, and thy righteousness as the waves of the sea." This is the peace we want-peace
which shall, in its onward flow, be a succession of waves of righteousness, a river of peace to onr poor thirsting souls.
But mark the continuance of this blessing. In the 10th of 1st
Corinthians, St. Paul tells us that ·that Rock "followed" them. It
would be all nothing without this. You know that word which too
Apostle says to the Philippians, "He which hath begun a good

The\.GospeIMagazine.
work in you will perform it.·tmtil the day of' Jesus Ohrist." It
[gives great comfort to. the poor sinner who has been given some
€njoyment of spiritual blessings, when he learns that he can nevel'
be' deprived of them. And then, again, at the end of that Epistle,
just like two beautiful loops, the one at the beginning and the other
·~t thl'i end, the Apostle says, '''My God shall supply all your need
:according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus." What a stream,
what a river is this! "They shall be abundantly satisfied," Si:\.ys
the Psalmist, "with the fatness of Thy house; and Thou shalt.
make them drink of the river of Thy pleasures."
. Dear brethren, there is much spiritual instruction in all this. May
''you be enabled to read the Old Testament Scriptures, looking for
Chl:ist, and, under the teaching of the Holy Ghost, you "ill discover
much of 'Christ 'in the Old Testament Scriptures.
I

SOME SIGNS OF THE TIMES.
'SAD

~lgns are riot lack}ng in the general profession of reIigibn in

the present day, of its having more to do with the head than th'e
heart; more to do with the lip than the life; more to do with
;empty externals than with solid internals; more to do witro·the
human than the Divine; more to do with the perishable than' the
imperishable; more to do with this world than with that-which is
to come; more to do with naturals than with spirituals; more to
-do with time things than eternal things; more to do with what
·comes froni beneath than what comes from above; more to do with
temporal gifts than eternal grace; more to do with what is false
than what is true; more to do with the COlTUpt, outward adorning
·of the mortal body than with the incorruptible "ornament of a
Uleek and quiet spirit;" more to do with the unholy words of dying
-men than the holy words of the living God; more to do with' the·
fool's ci"eed ot "eat, drink, and be merry," than with the sacred,
~avoury, solemn, and saving teaching of the only wise. God; more
·to do', with dependence on the arm of flesh than with faith in the
arm of 'the Lord ; more to do with self-advancement than selfabasement; more to do with self-glorification than with 'glorying
in the Lord; IllOre to do with cleaving to that which is evil than
to that which is good; more to do with human inventions than
Divine intentions; more to do with the unabiding thoughts of men
than with the abiding words of God.; more to do with what God
·the Saviour hates than with wbat He.loves; more to do with extolling
· the doings of lofty men than in praising and thanking the Lord
'{<or the wise sayings, righteous services, substitutionary doing"and
dying of the lowly, all-conquering Jesus; more to do of what .chiLngeable
·men say of Christ than of what· He -says of Himself; more ·to'·do
with what man falsely says of God than of what God truly says of
,'man; more to do with what proceeds from the humau'.spirit"than
··that which comes from the Holy; Spirit; more to' do· with proud
-ta:lkingthan with humble walking.

Bath,Augustlst, 1900.
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PROVERBIAL, SAYINGS SPIRITUALLY IMPROVED.
; IT IS AN ILL WIND THAT BLOWS NOBODY GOOD.

IT it an ill proverb that won't afford some spiritual use. This sayil{g
'intimates the superintending power and all-wise direction of Almighty
God in all the dispensations of His unerring pro\·idence. Though
some dispensations may be afflictive to many, yet they are never without
benefit to others. It teacheth us this lesson: "Be still, and know
that I am God: I will be exalted among the heathen; I will be exalted
IJ;l the eart4" (Psalm xlvi. 10). "Shall there be evjl in a city, n,nd
the Lord hath not done it?" (Amos iii. 6.)
.
Good sball result from every wind of God's providence to each of
His people, for," all things work together for th,eir good" (Rom. viii. 28),.
The evil of affliction shall work for the good of the whole mystic body
()f Christ. Thus, the evil of the imprisonment of Paul and Silas proved
the means of the jailor's conversion (Acts xvi.). The evil treatment of
Joseph by his brethren seemed an ill wind to him, but proved a
prosperous gale to waft him to honour, and to be the', preserver and
<lignifier of his family.
The b1000 of the martyrs is the seed of the
'Church. Oh, believer, every wind of the Spirit shall blow some good
to thy soul. Doth the keen north wind of conviction blow hard 7 dost
thou think it an ill wind 7 Be assured it blows for good. It will kill
the noxious vermin of the natural free-will pride, and self-righteous
confidence. It will cause thee to know the perfect purity of God's law,
to feel the exceeding sinfulness of sin, and thy own vileness as a sinner;
:3Q as to make Ithee, humble, thyself under the mighty hand of GoQ.,
which hat,h wrought salvation for iUS, and to rejoice in Christ Jesus,
.who of God is made righteousness unto us. Blessed wind, and most
blessed Spirit, that produced such happy effects, as to cut off allco~
£.dence in the flesh, and excites all glorying of and glorying in the
Lord!
'
IT IS GOOD TO MAKE HAY WHILF. THE SUN SHINES.

This proverb is a spur to industry and a reproach to sloth. 0
Christian, does the sun of prosperity shine on thy head 7 What
saith the word of wisdom 7 "Be joyful" (Eccles. vii. 14).
Be
joyful that the Lord ha.s put it in thy power to do good and tq
-co,mmunicate. Be as diligent, ar.tive, and industrious, afl the'laborious
husbandman is in getting his hay well, weH, and well got in, lest
the clouds gather and the rain come on. So let your heart be
-contriving what good work to do next; and your hand ever open
to distribute to the necessities of others. For. the sun of life will
soon, very so'on, set; the clouds' of death arC' hastily' gathering' over _
your head, and the night of' 'death cometh' on apace, wherein no
man· can work. Therefore catch the present fleeting moment to
be zealous of good works.
... Does the Sun of Righteousness shine into thy 'heart,' with His
,healing, comforting bea111s7 Oh, how highly 'favoured, how divinely
~istinguished art thou! Is it not your language, What shaH'I render
unto the Lord for all His mercies 7 Let your warm' seasons' comfort
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others. Let your joyful frame manifest itseH in refreshing the
souls of your brethren. Let them partake of the joy of your heart,
in proclaiming that the Lord is gracious, abundant in mercy, and
boundless in compassion to poor sinners. "Freely you have received,.
freely give." As you live by mercy, and are comforted by grace;
as you bought all your mercies and comforts "without .money ,and
without price"; be as liberal of your favours to others as this.
blessed, glorious Sun of Righteousness is of communicating His.
ever-reviving, His all-comforting beams to you. He rejoiceth to run
His cour3e, to display His glory, and to dispense His influence. '
Imitate Him. Never, never be weary of well doing; "for in due
time we shall reap, if we faint not.
As we have opportunity, let
us do good unto all men, especially unto them, who are of the,
household of faith" (Gal. vi. 9, 10).- W: jJ£ason.'

RESIGNATION.

"Not as I

~cill,

but as l'7wu wilt."-MATTHEW xxvi. 39.
Just as Thou wilt, 0 Saviour Ohrist~

JUST as Thou wilt, my gracious
God,
Just as Thou wilt!
Whate'er Thy wisdom may ordain
Of sorrow, weakness, want, or pain,
Oh, let this be my sole refrainJust as Thou wilt!

Just as Thou wilt!
As Thou didst suffer here below,
And I must in Thy footsteps go, .
My heart would whisper, ",Even
so,"Just as Thou wiltl

Just as Thou wilt, 0 Father dear,
Just as Thou wilt!
The cup which Thou preparest me,
However bitter it may be,
Help me to drink it all for TheeJust as Thou wilt!

Just as Thou wilt, 0 Holy Ghost,
Just as Thou wilt!
Be Thou my Comforter and Guide,
And with me constantly abide,
Unto and through life's eventideJust as Thou wilt!

Bmmhall.

Just as Thou wilt, my Triune God,
.
Just as Thou wilt!
Oh, may each thought and act of mine
Be found in sweet accord with Thine,
The holy, loving life divineJust as Thou wilt!
J. E. WINDER.

NOTHING the saints love in heaven will be taken from them.
GOD looks upon Ohrist in all our upper shakings, and sees how He
has underpropped the world by His Son, that He bears up the pillars
of it as the Mediator, into whose hands all things are put: God
governs .the world no other way than by Him. Thus God. hath put all
His works into a steady frame by Him. He hath brought them out of
nothing for His Son, in the glorious ends He will bring a'lDout unto
Himself by Christ. There is mercy to His own by Christ; there is
fiery indignation .to the strangers, and still by Christ, that in tb.e
utmost conclusion shall de~our the adversaries.-Hussey.

From a PhOtogTaph by DISDl::B.! & Co., London.

THE LATE REV. G. W. STRATON, M.A.
(Rector of Aylestone, Leicester).
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'THE ~ORTRAIT.-THE LATE REV. G. W. STRATON, M.A.·
IN the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for March, 1841, appeared a portrait-a
steel engraving-of our late much-esteemed brother the Rev. GEORGE
W. STRATON, then Rector of Somersal, Derbyshire, and later Rector
of Aylestone, near Leicester.
Our long-deceased friend-and friend also of the beloved Dr.
DOUDNEY-WaS educated at Cambridge, and married a daughter of
the late R. NORMAN, Esq., by whom he had two children, one of them
~NORMAN DUMENIL JOHN-being now LORD BISHOP of SODOR and
MAN; Our readers will remember that we published a portrait and
life sketch of faithful BISHOP STRATON in October, 1897, when we
passingly referrf;Jd to his worthy father. We take the portrait of
our deceased friend from our private album, where it has for many
years been treasured, for' he himself gave it to us, and often has
the sight of it recalled the blessed seasons spent under his hospitable roof in the old Rectory at Aylestone, where he delighted to
gather the LOlW'S servant.s, especially such as he knew were advocates of the Covenant truth of GOD, and witnesses against the
prevalent religious errors of the times. His house and spacious
grounds were thrown open annually when the Leicester Conferences
took place, and the happie t memories of those hallowed seasons
are called back at. the mere mention of them. Part of the proceedings on those occasions consisted of a Special Service and Sermon
in the venerable parish church, when members of various Christian
denominations-lovers alike of the pure Gospel of GOD'S sovereign
grace-partook as members - of the one family of the memorials
of the finished atoning work of the LORD JESUS CHRIST. Few-alas,
how few-of the Evangelical standard-beal'ers who used to assemble
in response to Mr. STRATON'S loving invitation at Aylestone, now
survive! And those sacred gatherings in the name of our adorable
MASTER are no longer continued. The testimony borne. to the full
and undefiled truth of GoD at the Leicester Conferences was such
as refre heel sweetly a people who knew "the joyful sound,"
many of whom travelled from distant parts of England to feed in
the "green pasture " which the dear RECTOR of Aylestone sought
to> provide for them.
He would not for a moment tolerate any
"Yea and Nay" teachings, and always jealously selected speakers
whose testimony was Evangelically clear, decided, and outspoken.
His love for all who loved the LORD JESUS CHRIST was deep and
true. His acts of kindness towards such in their trials and needs
were many and great. His pen-in his best days, before his health
began to fail-was a powerful, scholarly, and spiritual exponent of
cripture truth, and he took special pleasure in the study of
Divine prophecy.
In the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for 1844 the EDITOR published a sermon,
preached by Mr. Sl'RATON in the previous year, on the words, "Let us
run with patience the race set before us, looking unto Jesus." From
this discourse we make a few extracts. They will serve to illustrate
the matter and method of the ministry of our dear friend. His
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absorbing aim was to magnify the grace of GOD, and to exalt the LORj)
JESUS as the poor sinner's only hope. "Various are the states, innumerable are the circumstances in which," he observed" "the sons and.
daughters of the Lord Almighty are placed in this present evil world '"
but, dear friends, whatever be your state or mine, however they may
correspond with each other, or vary, both, with all their minutest
accompaniments, were ordained and arranged by infinite wisdom and
almighty love in the sacred councils of eternity, and He who hath
appointed all and each declares, 'My counsel shall stand j I will do all
My pleasure' (Isaiah xlvi, 10). And we may depend on these being'
such as shall best work together fm' our good, and best display the
glory of our God. And whenever our feet, brethren, shall stand within
the gates of the heavenly Jerusalem, and we look back on all the way
by which the Lord our God hath led us so many years, to prove'us
and try us, and to show us what has been in our hearts-not only in
our journey and wanderings through the wilderness, but after we
enter the kingdom-in our intercourse and contests with the many
hosts of Canaanites, who come forth against us till we reach, .the;
eternal city itself, where no longer seeing as through a glass darkly,
but as face to face, and lost in wonder, love and praise, we shall adore
the' wisdom, the prudence; and the love in which our Covenan~
J ehovah, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, hath abounded towards us, in
all the special arrangements of 'the race now set before us.' Think
ye, dear brethren; that any other process would have sufficed to subduethe dying thief, and to cause him to cry out to Him whom he had just
reviled and despised, 'Lord, remember me when Thou comest into Thy
kingdom ' ~ Oh, no! Our God doth not of mere wilfulness afflict the
children of men j there are mighty purposes to be accomplished by all
His ways; and every chastisement inflicted upon His children, though
for the present not joyous but grievous, afterwards yieldeth the
peaceable fruits of righteousness to them that are exercised thereby.
Ofttimes the Lord is constrained to -lead home His children to glory
through very painful and humiliating -processes, and sometimes justly
in permitting them to receive' from man' the due reward of their
deeds.' Well, therefore, may"the Christian sing, however tedious
and painful the race ·set befote' him-' Though my house be not so
[as I could arrange] with God, yet hath He made with me an ever·
lasting Covenant, ordered in all things and sure j for this is all my
salvation, and all mv desire.'''
The preacher then proceeded to enter very deeply into the varied
·experiences· of GOD'S dear elect people, presently enlarging with
power and sweetness on.·the LORD JESUS, as He was in a past eternity
'with the FATHER j as He was on earth as the fulfiller of the 'FATHER'S
plan of redemption j as He is now as the Head of the Church in
glory j and as He will be at His majestic Second Coming. '1'he last!lamed point was ·ever one on which Mr.. S1'RA1'ON delighted to dwell.
Thus the precious sermon from which we have briefly quoted condudes :-" Doth not such- a prospect as this, believer, raise you. ab<,Jve
'all the things of time and sense ~ Doth· it not -loosen the, cords'iof
:your earthly tabernacle ~ -_ Doth it not enable you to 'run with
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patience the race set before you,' casting all your care upon Him
who careth for you, and in looking unto Jesus, 'which is, and which
was, and which is to come ~' As' the Spirit says, Come, and the
Bride says, Come,' do you not also say, 'Even so, Come, Lord
Jesus, Come quickly. Amen'" 1
.
The late Mr. STRATON was a decided opponent of the antichristianity of the Church of Rome, and its counterpart in Anglican
Sacerdotalism. We could wish that a small treatise of his entitled.
" Babylonianism" might be reprinted, and widely circulated. It was.
with peculiar satisfaction that we admitted our brothel: into· the Loyal
Orange Order many years ago, when, at St. Dav.id's, Holloway, a
Lodge of that Protestant Order was under our .presidency. Some
fourteen clergym(3n joined that Lodge, several of whom' subsequently
opened Lodges in their own parishes.
THE EDITOR•
.'.
LOVE TO THE BRETHREN.
"By this shall all men knozo that ye a1'e My disciples, if ye have love'
one to another."--JoHN xiii. 35.
o THOU love of the brethren, wherefore art thou fled 1 We profess to>
believe in "the communion of saints," but where are the saints who>
enjoy this sweet communion ~ We talk of the unity of God's C!lurcn
with respect to its members, who live in this unity ~ Oh, shame. upon
us that we differ at all, that we differ on trifles, ~hat we love to>
differ, that we urge and promote differences, and t.hat the healing'
spirit is not to be found more amongst us! Dear Lord, if .1.'hon
shouldst.;.differ frpm us at any time, as we are ready at all ~ime:S todiffel: from others, oh, how shQuld we stand beforeTliee, or what
could we answer for ourselves! Give, oh give more of Thy grace~
that we may be humble in our hearts, just in bur desires, mild to>
others, and deeply submissive to Thee.-Serle.
CONSOLATIO.l FOR THE LORD' DEAR FAMILY.
THE true child of God may be reconciled to whatever dispensations
it may please Him to send. God's people are for the most part a
poor and deeply tried family, and through much tribulation they
must enter the kingdom of heaven. If the Lordhath in' mercy
taken care of the jewel, let Him do with the casket whatseemeth
Him ·good. Whether you are rich or poor, learned or ignorant,
healthy or sick, is of little .consequence, the moment after. death all
these things will appear light as vanity. Leave. all thy.. temporal
concerns with thy. God, since He hath said your heavenly Father
careth for you; cast all your care upon Him.~Extracted.
.No· one has' .'l.uthority frpm' the. Church's Husband to. speak ill
of His wife. One way of getting into. :trouble and a muddle.l is to
meddle with those .that. are giVeR to: change~'
l
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CHURCH SERVICES-MUSICAL OR PLAIN-WHICH
ARE RIGHT 1

To the Edito-I" of the Gospel Magazine.
SIR,-In the September number of your high-toned Magazine there
were two references to church services. One in which you refer to
the services at St. Mary-le-Port, and the other in the article by the
Rev. D. A. DOUDNEY, entitled, "Christian and Pastoral Adaptation."
It would be helpful if the readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE could
by friendly and brotherly conference prayerfully consider this subject.
At St. Mary-le-Port, as you state, "All inspired words occurring
in the services are reverently read, but the uninspired Te Deum and
the Glorias are sung." In other words, and as I observed when
visiting the Church, not only the Psalms, but the "Canticles" also,
when taken from the Scriptures, are read and not sung.
In the article above referred to your esteemed correspondent
advocates the development and expansion of the musical portion of
our services in order to meet the more extended cultivation of music
amongst the masses. He says, "A large and efficient choir may be
a very valuable adjunct to the house of God. See what an
attraction and help to the singing the large choirs are at modern
'conventions, missionary gatherings,'" &c., and be supports bis
'Contention by 'quotations from SPURGEOK and others, and by a
1eference to the musical deficiencies of a church situated in a
crowded part of the metropolis.
Now, complaints such as these are just what our opponents are
continually bringing against Evangelical ministrations. I would therefore suggest several queries for serious and prayerful consideration.
(1.) Is it true, in the present day, that "The devil cannot bear
singing. . . . He does not like music" 1 Is he not, on the
contrary, using it v~ry largely in tbe professed Christian Church 1
I have long regarded good SPURGEON'S reference to LUTHER as a
l'hetorical flourish.
(2.) Is it true, that as a general rule, "a large and efficient choir"
is "a very valuable adjunct to the house of God" 1 On the contrary,
is it not a fact, that with very mre exceptions indeed; such a choir
is one of the greatest hindrances to spiritual worship and
"harmonious" ministrations 1 Is it not a fact that unless opportunity
be afforded for solo and anthem singing, no amount of attention or
-fostering tact on the part of tbe Vicar will, as a general rule, keep a
"large and efficient choir" together 1, Is it not a fact that this
applies just as much to Nonconformist as to Church of England
services 1
(3.) Speaking after a wide experience; I· am dispoae.d to believe
that instead of. development in tha,t direction, more good would be
done, whilst aiming at good mUSIC,. to remove the organ back to the
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west gallery or to the west end of the church, for the support and
encouragement ·of real congregational singing.
The importance of the subject (which presses very heavily upon
many Vicars) may be a sufficient excuse for venturing to differ from
your esteemed correspondent.
When a valued contributor to the
GOSPEL MAGAZINJ1J enters the lists for musical services, the final stroke
seems to be given to those who are endeavouring to stem the present
current of modern externalism.
I remain, &c.,
Hull.
A NORTHERN VICAR.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Editor of the Gospel .M(~gazine.
DEAR SIR,-The sad war in South Africa continues its weary
course, and many lives have been cut off, beside the production
of an amount of suffering appalling to contemplate. God's judgments are still abroad ill the earth. Yet, notwithstanding this,
idolatry still rears its hideous form in our midst, and, alas, our
rulers love to have it so! But God will not be mocked. We
tremble for the state of England, and cry with Jeremiah, "0 Lord,
though our iniquities testify against us, do Thou it for Thy name's
sake: for our backslidings are many; we have sinned against Thee"
(Jer. xiv. 7). I should be glad to receive fresh help from the
friends of the soldiers and sailors, to still supply them with the
pure truth of God. Many appeals for literature are made week by
week. The following has just been received:DEAR MR. BRIDER,-We received your box of books all right, for
which we return you our very sincere thanks, and will distribu.te £hem
to; the best of our a.bility. Thanks very much for your kind remarks
concerning the Lord's work in this place. I am glad to say the Lord
is giving us marks of His favour in our work. Your books and
tracts are very valuable to us. May God bless you in your publication of the Gospel for His glory.
Again thanking you for all past favours and for continued support,
Yours faithfully, in His service,
37, St. Mark's Rodd, Salisbury, Septem1Jer, 1900.
R. E. BRIDER.
THE CROOK IN THE LOT.
THE Lord has signalized His favour to His dearest children in making
and mending notable crooks in their lot.
His darlings ordinarily
h~ve the greatest crooks made in their lot (Heb. xii. 6). But then
they make way for their richest experience in· the removal of them
upon their applicatidn to Him. This is quite clear from the case
of Abraham, Jacob, and Joseph. Which of the patriarchs had so
great crooks as they 1 but which of them, on the other hand, had
such signal tokens of the Divine favoud So do the greatest crooks
issue in the riches~. spititual mercies to them.. that are exercised

thereby.-Bo$ton, 1676.
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A MONTHLY. RECOJ;tD.
TH~JtE, is. every reason to believe, at the time in which wc write,
that the war in South Mrica is drawing to a close. Our troops have
had several further encounters with the enemy, and driven them with
mal:vellous courage and energy from some of the strongest natural
positions which it is possible for armed men to hold; Mr. KRUGER and
his chief subordinates have fled from the Transvaal, and the dominions
over 'which he ruled for so long a time and in such an arbitrary
manner have been publicly annexed and incorporated into the British
EOlpire. We hope that this change will inaugurate a completely new
e~a. for South Africa, in which peace and goodwill, equity and righteoiJsness, pplitical and religious liberty will abundantly flourish. The
Boers haYl;l proved themselves to be very clever antagonists, and now that
they have been completely beaten, and that they know that the
cOQspiracy in which they have been engaged by their ambi~ious rulers
has,.comfl to an end, it is to be hqpE'd that they may become,our firm
friends, anq. find that they have no real reason to regret the
cha,nge, except that it has cost. so much bloodshed and wasteful
expenditure.
,T.!Hs, war has produced many surprises, but perhaps one of the most
serious and discreditable has been the fact--proved conclusively by
letters written by their own hands found in Pretoria--that some of our
British statesmen .have been truckling with the enemy, and secretly
3Qettingand encouraging them in their wicked designs.
uch conduct
deserves the strongest condemnation, and in days gone by it· would
have been. regarded and punished as high treason.
AFlfAIRsin the Far East are still in avery uQsettled state. The
AllIes still occupy Pekin, and they have· entered and marched their
force!;! publicly through the supposed-to-be sacred precincts of the
Emperor's Palace, from which foreigners have previously been rigidly
€xcluded; but the Allies have so little cohesion amongst themselves,
and hold such different opinions, that it seems extremely difficult foi'
theIl?- to decide upon a definite line of policy. The instigators of, and
th\l principal actors in the late insurrection and massacres, ought to
have due puni~hment meted out to thetu, .but it is questionable whether
this can. or will be done, as long as the Allies remain so undecided.
The_ .Chinese, no doubt, attribute their indecision to weakness and
cowardice, and, the result ,is that ,massacres' are still continuing. Filll
details:are .yet, wanting, but there is great teason.to fear thlit,an -,'
appalli,ng _, number .' of, missionaries, arid· their families,'. and their'· conWl1tshav..e., be,en massacred., in: the interior. of Chijla,'and .
ma.ssacred .under,. circumstances, of the most, rC':'lltiilg ,and- alIl';lost
incredible b a r b a r i t y . . · ' .;
.',; . , :,' " ..
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SOME persons have blamed the missionaries for the outbreak in ~Ghilla,
,and affirmed that it is all their fault j but this. is certainly a,l'togellher
-wrong so far as the Protestant mis3ionaries are' concerned. ' It may
be correct to a certain extent so far as the Roman Catholic misSIon"
'aries are concerned, and some Italian newspapers distinctly' 'bring
·this' charge forward against thein. One Italian paper says: "The
'system of political interference that lies at the foundation of all
rPapal propaganda is exactly that which irritates the Chinese people.?'
,The Vatican organs indignantly deny the charge, and they say that
;'it is nothing less than infamous to attribute any share of these
,disturbances and massacres 'to the Papal missions. And yet this
serious charge is well sustained by proof. The fact is that Papal
agents, through the action of the French minister in China, have
obtained an official posItion that enables them to' confer enormolis
benefits on Chinese who become Roman Catholics, and to inflict
corresponding losses on those who will not come over to them.
That position is nothing less than that of mandarins, magistrates,
or viceroys, and the Romish priests claim all the authority connected
with that position j they travel, we are told, with all the splendour
of mandarins of high rank and they exercise their power as such whenever they have an opportunity. No wonder then that their nomi'nal
converts exceed in number all the converts of other missions. But
this assumption of political authority is extremely distasteful to 'the
Chinese, and in all probability it may have had a great deal to db with
the recent outbreaks.
BISHOP LEFROY, of Lahore,has ventured upon a bord 'experiment,
and has been giving a series of lectures to the' fanatical Mahummedans in the open air in India. The following is an account of
one of the lectures :-" Some one thousand two hundred persons
were present in the large open court-yard where the lecture was
given and in the upper galleries overhanging it. Bishop LEFROY
spoke fer some fifty minutes on his subject, Zinda Rasul, or 'the
,Living Apostle.' He unfolded the evidence from 'Scripture and
,history of the Resurrection of Christ, adverting to the fact that
among all the Divine messenge,rs (Rasul) acknowledged by Islam, Jesus
only is designated as the Living Messenger, and drawing therefrom
the conclusion as to His claim to be the true Mediator. Then
followed a strange scene. 'Now,' said the Bishop, 'till ten o'clock
you may ask questions, and I will do my best to ans\ver them.'
Straightway arose two champions of Islam. Each shouted against
the other to alaim a hearing, but the buzz and roar of their
followers effectually drowned both the other side ana their 6\vil. ,For
a,jmoment the' shrill voice of an old M'aulavipierc~d 'the din ,: I Woe
he' to you, renegades j ybu listened in' quietness 'to the -'impugner
of- your ·faith, 'who,spoke of-f'sa as the Son of 'God,"and'iibw you
will, give no, hearing ,to the defenders 'of 'Islam!' . 'In ~ain j' the
.hubbnb ·became "gl'€'a,ter, -till after ten minutes Of· Bab'el;· a '-strong
appe'lilo,from the 'Bishop brought 'the people to comparative siIehce.
<
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Instantly one champion, who had provided himself with a lantern
fixed against the wall, started off.
He was a follower of MirzaGulam Ahmend of - Qadian, a heretic whose lapses are partly
condoned by his virulent invectives against Christianity. With apen dipped in gall the master had written an anticipatory reply
to the Bishop's lecture, and this the disciple rattled off as rapidly
as he knew how, with occasional interruptions. Presently an
orthodox Sunni blew out his lamp, and, till the Bishop sent him
another, he was silenced. ''Vhen he had done, it was not necessary
for the lecturer to say much. The Maulavi had remar}>ed that
science taught that human life could not be sustained at a height
of more than six miles above the' surface of the earth.
How
then could Jesus ascend living to heaven 1 ' What!' said the
Bishop, 'are we treating of natural or supernatural events 1 Do·
not you Moslims believe in the mi'raj- (ascent) of Mohammed to
heaven l' 'We do not take that literally,' retorted the Qadiani.
Then from the orthodox Muslims arose a shout of horror, 'God
forbid!' The first man had given himself away, and when quiet
was restored the second began. He spoke fluently, and knew how
to suit his delivery and arguments to a Muslim audience, rolling
out sonorous verses of the Koran and commenting on them with
platitudinarian iteration, to prove the sinlessness of Mohammed.
After a lengthy harangue on this and similar lines, the BISHOP
of LAHORE drew the Meeting to a close. The argument just used,
he noted, might hold good so far as Mohammed's own confessions
of sin were concerned; but what of the Creator's command that
he was to confess his sins 1 On the other theory the Almighty
surely would have commended the extraordinary humility which
Mohammed is said to have exhibited. By thus excusing the
creature they cast an aspersion of injustice on the Creator•
. Gradual~y the compact mass broke up and streamed out into the
narrow streets fitfully illuminated with lightning flashes, the forerunner of a rain-storm that brought ~ refreshing coolness. There
was at least no bad blood caused as between Christians and
Muslims, and the interest aroused in the city leads us to hope
that such friendly discussions may bear good fruit."
T:ijERE is no doubt that the Ritualists have "stolen a march"
upon Evangelicals by the establishment of a number of middleclass schools where a superior education is -imparted to boys and
girls with all the adjuncts of Ritualism. It behoves Evangelical
parents to beware of such schools, and as far as possible to
patronize and support only such schools as have a decidedly opposite
tendency. We are glad to notice satisfactory reports from some of the
latter, for example, 'one from the excellent school founded at Cheltenham,
in memory of the revered Dr. CLOSE, formerly Dean of Carlisle.
On the occasion of the recent annual prize.giving at this school, it
was announced that whereas it began fifteen years ago with forty
boys, it now numbers two hundred. It has been marvellously
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successful, its buildings and grounds are replete with every advantage which parents can well desire for their children, and its
education is' founded upon thoroughly Scriptural and Evangelical
principles.
A SPECIAL effort has been lately made to furnish the Jews with
the Bible translated into the dialect which they commonly use, the
Yiddish. The matter has been taken up by Mr. MARCUS S.
BERGll1ANN, a well·known missionary to the Jews in connection with
the London City Mission. Mr. BERGll1ANN has, with the help of the
Rev. A. BERKSTETN, RD., translated the Bible into Yiddish, and a
first edition of 10,000 copies has already been published. The first
edition of the New Testament is quite exhausted, and another is in
the press. Mr. BERGMANK is now engaged on a second version in
another dialect, the Pentateuch of which is already in the printer's
hand, so that with these two Yiddish dialects all Yiddish-speaking
Jews in all parts of their dispersions may be reached. The Jewish
New Year commences on September 24th, and it is marked by some
special and singular ceremonies.
iI'. BERGMANN has endeavoured
to utilize the occasion this year by a special" Call to .Prayer " on
behalf of the Jews, and by circulating amongst them a large
number of an illustrated copy of the Epistle to the Hebrews, with
which has been printed Leviticus xvL, and Isaiah lii. 13, to end of
chap. liii.

THE accounts recently received of the famine in India are much
more satisfactory than heretofore. Rain has fallen in all, or nearly
all, the affected districts, the crops promise well, and the number
"of persons in receipt of relief has become greatly reduced. The
Rev. E. GUILFORD, of the Church Missionary Society, writing from
Tarn-Taran, Punjab, says :-" We had some heavy showers of rain
here last week, amounting in all to 2'32 inches of rain. Thirty-six
hours before the rain fell we held a remarkable Prayer Meeting for
rain on the open place in front of the C.M.S. House. We numbered
about 500 in all, comprising Christians, Hindus, Sikhs, Moslems; and
Chuhras. A representative from each of the first four mentioned
religions offered prayer, all being extempore prayer except the Sikh's,
which had been written for the occasion. The whole crowd listened
very attentively to the address which I gave at the beginning of
the meeting, and then repeated after me, sentence by sentence, the
first six verses' of Psalm cxxx. and the first eight verses of
Psalm cxliii. It was a remarkable meeting, and the people were
much astonished at the speedy answer which we have received to our
united prayer, for at the time the heavens were as brass, as they had
been for many weary months before." The scenes which the missionaries
r-i-n the famine districts have witnessed must have been very trying. One
t(who is labouring hard at famine relief in the Bhil country,
Rajputara, write" :-." The wilder and most distant pals, or villages,
seem to be quite deserted, the inhabitants having died or ·been driven

'away through want of water. One large village off the road,about
-twenty miles from here, which' my wife and I rode ro~nd about ·:six
'weeks ago, was absolutely without one inhabitant, and· no traceot
water.
The stillness was extraordinary; in valley or on mountain
there was no sign or sound of living creature-man, beast, or bird.
To, give you an idea of the daily scenes which we witness I will
mention three which occuned yesterday. In the morning when we
wok;e-my wife and I sleep outside on the verandah-within four
yards of our beds lay the corpse of a child (already half eaten by
dogs). The poor little thing must have crept up there in the night
and laid itself down, only to die. Later in the day, at one of our
centres, Kagdar, Mr. WESTCOTT found a woman whose head was cut
open by stones thrown by another woman who wanted to kill her for
the sake of the little clothing she still possessed. On the way home
,he came upon· a man lying upon the road with his head terribly cut
,.about, and it is doubtful whether he will live. He was carrying a
little' grain, fpr the sake of which he was· attacked.. Mercifully one
gets inured to these and similar scenes of daily occurrence."
A FEARFUL catastrophe has occurred in North America. The town
of Galveston, in South Texas, has been almost totally destroyed by
a feadul tornado, which raised mountainous waves, and swept them
with tremendous force right over the town, levelling the' buildings,
and drowning the inhabitants. The scenes which ensued were heartrending. It is officially stated that no less than 12,000 lives were
'lost through this tornado, and an enormous amount of property
was ,destroyed. How thankful we have reason to be that in the
. United Kingdom we are free from such awful visitations; we are
shown what the Lord might do to us if He chose, but in th6
midst Of deserved judgment· He "remembers mercy."
D. A. D.

THE STATE OF THE CHURCH.
YE favour'd few of Adam's fallen race,
Belov'd-redeero'd, received through sovereigR grace,
Hold fast the trllth, and keep this still in view. Abounding errors prove the Gospel 'true.
.
'May God the Spirit, by His sacred 'Word,
lncrease the knowledge of your cglorious' Lord ~
With all your want!!, to His richfulness Hy,
In ,all your weakness on His strength tely;
,His power shall keep, His truth shall ~uide your way
Through clouds a,nd darkness to eternal day.
•

r
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, ',(LET" me.',oUt 'gain the assurance of
h6p'6 beyl;Ifd,'the 'grave..l--!an
·asS\1ranced ·\ih'at I shall "ri'l:lti triUmphant in: (lhrist--!..antl I will' no~
1]'a:artel ab0tlt',the 'l1leansthe~orditak'es'to :bring me !lioirie.-

H(!lWJ1'ge '(}Jov}(jll.'

,
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THE A(}ED, PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.
THE Society's work in the important town of Brighton· is extending
year by year; fifty-one local pensioners are now upon the books,
and upwards of £400 per annum are expended in pensions alone.
The local An~iversary will be held in the Royal Pavilion, ,on
Tuesday afternoon, October 9th. A sale of work will be held
during the day, and at 3.30 a meeting, under the presidency of
Lieut.-General Sir W. STIRLING, K.C.B., R.A., supported. by the.
Revs. J. C. MARTIN, M.A., G. HEWITT, J. K. POPHAM, J .. H.;
HALLETT, and W. WOODS. The Home in Egremont Place accommo,
dates seven pensioners; the visits of friends are heartily welcomed.
Arrangements have been made for three Lectures during the
Autumn and Winter Season, in the hall of the Hornsey Rise Asylum.
The first one, on "Book, Land, and People," will be given on Friday,
'October 5th, by the Rev. S. H. Wrr,KI 'SON, of the Mildmay Jewish
Mission. It will be illustrated by many lime-light views. These
Lectures not only benefit the Maintenance Fund, but afford a.
<lheerfu.l and agreeable cll'ange for the aged ones dwelling. in this
peaceful home.
Among the ca-ses of urgent need that have recently been met,
are the following :-A Christian man in Berkshire, aged seventytwo, h3,6 lived for upwards of sixty years in one village, on .the
same farm. His wife has been con{j.ned. to her bed .for twepty-four
years, and for more· than, forty years he has walked five miles
every Lord's Day, along a lonely road, to the place of worship he
attends. A widow, almost blind, aged .seventy-five, suffering greatly
from rheumatism, had but three shillings weekly to livetlpon.
Another, who was· for twenty years a Bible-woman, now waits upon an
invalid of very slender means, and but for the Society's pension
w'ould be unable to support herself. Such instances could easily be
multiplied, but they suffice to show that the help that is bestowed
constitutes to hWldre<k of the Lord's aged poor the difference,
bet'Yeen penury and comparative freedom from anxiety.

THERE is no· means under heaven but Jesus Christ only, that
either brings ,the Father's love unto man, or man unto the Father.
-J. Webst~w.

"

S:OCH that are spiritually minqed see as much need of the kingly
power of Christ, and as great a necessity, of its being exerted to
save them from sin, as of His priestly office to expiate and atone
for' ·it, and to deliver-' them', from' wrath and hell,the,wages due
to ,it :ahd the more,. spiritual; the. greaterc. necessity, they see,oL
His, kingly office .being.. executed .. to bl'eak the" reigning .,power and'
dominion: thereof,; and are, as much, beholden,. to.; His, sceptre ,for,
tl).e 'I:\ubduing of, theil", iniquities; as, to ,His,. lllood., fOF,' cleansing. them'
from;, all unrigh~UflneB8.~Anon.,
."
" '. .)
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Thomas Howard Gill; his Life and W m·le. By EI.IZA F. POLLARD,
Author of Avice and Flo1'ence Nightingale.
London: S. W.
Partridge and Co.
A VERY interesting record of a noble life. We are ~old that" in .a
poor cottage, in one of the' small towns in the Isle of Man, a poor
wOl;nan lay dying of cholera. She was utterly alone in her agony,
save for an infant at her breast. Neighbours dreaded to enter; an
dd fisherman had promised to let the doctor know j but he had
work enough on his hands, so he was not likely to trouble about
. a poor lone woman! All night she lingered, struggling against
death, for the sake of the child, which surely, too, would die with
none to nourish it! At early dawn life was ebbing fast, her eyes
were dim and her voice was gone, yet still she hushed the babe!
Suddenly the cottage door opened and a wom,an stood on the threshold. A strong, brave woman, bringing with her a ray of early sunlight, which fell upon the fast-dying woman and her child. A smile
broke over the dying face, and the weak arms relaxed their hold
of the child, who, wailing, turned from the dying mother to the
living woman, and held out her little arms, mouthing with its dry,
thirsty lips a piteous pleading! She entered fearlessly, and stooping, . gathered it in her arms, hushed it as only a mother can, and
nursed it at her bosom, where, one short hour before, her own son
had lain.. The dying woman saw and understood, and so passed
away. MARcIA GILL covered the dead face, traightened the poor
limbs, and taking the child once more in her arms, carried it to her
home and kept it until its natural relations, no longer in terror of
catching 'the death' from it, came for it." The Rev. WILLIAM GILL
was a son of this noble woman. He was born on the 30th of July,
1797, and became Vicar of Malew, in the Isle of Man, and eventuaHy
married the eldest daughter of the Rev. HUGH STOWELL, father of the
celebrated CAKON STOWELL, of Manchester; and Mr. GILL'S youngest
son was the good pastor whose useful life is recorded in these pages.
He held successively a number of important positions in the Isle of
Man, Manchester, Whalley Range, Trowbridge, Rome, Paris, and
Tonbridge. In each case he not only" made full proof" of a faithful
ministry, but left behind him monuments of his energy and perseverance, especially in new churches and schools at Manchester, and:
in the establishment of the "Victoria Home" in Paris, for poor and
aged English residents there. He" rests from his labours," and his
works truly" follow him."
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