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\Vho comforteth US in all Our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble. by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of GOd. u - 2 COR. i. 4-

P.EI{SONAL SAL VATlON.
"Say unto my s01tl, I am thy salvation."-PsALM xxxv. 3.

..

THE gracious believer in our LORD JESUS CHRIST never wearies of
hearing from His holy lips these ineffably blessed words. Though, it
may be, many long years have passed since he first heard them, when
a weary, worn, broken-hearted sinner he lay low before the throne of
GOD, and cried out of the depths, "GOD, be merciful to me, a sinner!"
yet are they unto him as sweet, as full of music, good cheer, and
heavenly consolation as ever. They contain the marrow and fatness of
the everlasting Gospel, and comprehend all the fulness of GOD. There
is nOlle like thcm !
To souls whom the HOLY SPIRI1' quickens and teaches, nothing less
than a personal communication of the love of GOD suffices for peace
and rest. It is in this particular that all counterfeit religions fail and
betray the baselessness of their claims. As we know, Romanism,
Ritualism, Rationalism, and all other forms of Arminianism deny th'lt
salvation can be assured to any man.
Alas, what countless multitudes of disciples have these wretched systems ensnared unto themselves!
How many among us consequently spend all their days in labouring
to secure even the possibilities of escaping the wrath to come, to whom
death and eternity are necessarily clothed with impenetrable darkness
and unfathomable mystery. And how can it be otherwise, when it is a
fact that. the doctrines on which evcry form of Arminianism is built
make salvation dependent on the will of man? Blessed be GOD, His
own sons are not born into the family either" of blood" or of " the will
of the flesh" (John i. 13), while all such as are" born of GOD" are
verily and indeed His children; "and if children, then heirs; heirs of
GOD, and joint-heirs with CHRIST" (Rom. viii. 16, 17).
From first to last, CHRIST-in His two natures and three offices-is
the salvation of the Church of GOD. It is this which satisfies the
faith of the true believer. lie rests implicitly on the Divine statement concerning CHRIST crucified and raised again: "I will also give
Thee for a light to the Gentiles, that Thou mayest be My salvation
unto the end of the earth" (fsaiahxlix; 6). A believing, apprehending
;~

y

T/ze Gospel M ag azme.
view of the 'LORD JESUS is to "see the salvation of GOD'." The
age-dimmed eyes of SIMEON no doubt literally beheld the sacred form
of JESUS in the temple at Jerusalem, but much more clearly did the
eyes of his faith-which had long waited -look upon the LAMB of
GOD, and find expression in the joyful exclamation', " LORD, now lettest
Thou Thy servant depart in peace; for mine eyes have seen Thy
salvation" (Luke ii. 29, 30). This, too, was thp salvation ,for which
. the patriarch, JACOB, "waited" (Gen. xlix. 18). ABRAHAM had already
seen it from afar, and the anticipation made his soul "glad"
(John viii. 56). HANNAH, likewise, by faith was enabled to testify,
saying, "Because I rejoice in Thy salvation" (1 Sam. ii. 1). The
, PSALMIST'S ardent longing for the sight found expression in that touching passage-which has since been the language of many an exercised
soul-"My soulfaintethfor Thy salvation: but I hope in Thy Word"
(Psalm c:xix.81).
"It passeth knowledge, that dear love of Thine,
My .JESUS, SAVIOUR; yet this soul of mine
Would of Thy love, in all its breadth and length,
Its height and depth, its everlasting strength,
Know more and more.
" It passeth telling, that dear love of
My JESUS, SAVIOUR; yet these lips
Would fain proclaim to sinners, far
A love which can remove all guilty
And love beget.

Thine,
of miue
aud near,
fear,

"It passeth praises, that dear love of Thine,
My .JESUS, SAVIOUR; yet this heart of mine
Would sing that love, so full, so rich, so free,
Which brings a rebel sinner, even me,
Nigh unto God.
"But though I cannot sing, or tell, or know
The fulness of Thy love while here below,
My empty vessel I may freely bring:
o Thou who art of love the living spring,
My vessel fill.
"I am an empty vessel-not one tbought,
Or look of love, I ever to Thee brought;
Yet I may come, and come again to Thee,
With this, the empty sinner's only plea,
Thou lovest me.
"0 fill me, .JESUS, SAVIOUR, with Thy love!
Lead, lead me to the living Fount above;
Thither may I, in simple faith, draw nigh,
And never to another fountain fly,
But unto Thee.

"And when my .JESUS face to face I see,
When at His lofty throne I bow the knee;
Then of His love, in all its breadth and length,
Its height and depth, its everlasting strength,
My soul shall sing!"
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The tried man of GOD must, again and again, have the seal of
Divine testimony set upon his heart. The witness of the SPIRIT with
his spirit is that secret of peace and joy which he cannot forego.
He pleads fervently for its renewal whenever it grows feeble within
him. Times of dejection and coldness, ensuing upon heart-departure
from the LORD he loves, render this cry singularly becoming in the
child of GOD, "Say unto my soul, I am thy salvation." The Divine
assurance that "all is well" cannot fail to bring light and liberty to
the soul. As that quaint old Puritan, THOMAS ADANIS, wrote, "A
man can never be too sure of his going to heaven." The blood and
righteousness of CHRIST constitute faith's passport through things
temporal, and her flawless title to things eternal. And these blessed
securities invite the closest and most constant inspection and
consideration. It is through these that the sweet confidence ii;l
begotten by the SPIRl1' in the heart of the true Christian. It is
through the channel of these that the welcome voice of the LORD is
heard, declaring, "I am thy salvation." Oh, to be more habitually
occupied, then, dear fellow-believers, in contemplating the sure
foundation on which our eternal life is built, for thus will our soul&
delight themselves in our GOD, and thus, too, will our service in His
name prove to be effectual and fruitful.
THE EDITOR.
DAVID'S LOVE TO MEPHIBOSHETH.
DEPEND upon it, "if any man have not the Spirit of Clinstch.e is none
of His." How shall we testify that the Spirit of Christ dwelleth in
us, but by conformity to the actions of Christ 1 If David sought
out the ruined family of Saul and took them into favour, shall we
not love and seek out the scattered sheep of Jesus, do them good, and
brmg them home to His fold? Can we behold one of these precious souls
in circumstances of trial, sorrow, or distress, and not help them1
.surely we behold in each of them Thine image, precious Jesus, and
hear Thee say, "Inasmuch, as ye have shown kindness unto one of
the least of these My brethren, ye have shown it unto Me."
Oh, Thou David's Lord, dost '1'hou regard me as the Mephibosheth
of the fallen house of our first father 1 I am, by nature, lame in
both my feet, a cripple from my mother's womb.
Wilt Thpu
indeed in wondrous grace take me home to Thy table 7 Wilt Thou
-can se me to eat bread in Thy presence 1 Oh for grace to live
upon Thee as well as with Thee here below; and then Thou wilt
take me home to Thy table above, to be eternally supplied by those
fountains of living waters at Thy right hand.-Dr. Hawker.

THREE things which if Christians do they will prove mistaken:
1. If they look for that in themselves which is to be had in another-.
righteousness. 2. If they look for that in the Law which is to be
had in the Gospel-mercy. 3. If they look for that on e,uth which
is to be had in heaven-perfection.-PJtilip Henry.
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LAYING HOLD.
"Bl'ethl'en, I count not myself to have appnhended: but this one thing
I do, forgetting those thin,gs which are behind, and l'eaching fOl·th unto
those things which al'e befol'e, I pl'ess towal'd the ma1·k for the prize of the
high calling of God in Clwist Jesus."-PHlLIPPIANS iii. 13, 14.
THE vocation of God's eternally loved, chosen, and redeemed people on
earth is one of progress, They are divinely intended not to continue
" in one stay." Their spiritual life is, therefore, fitly likened in Holy
Scripture to a race. "\Vherefore seeing we also are compassed about
with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and
the sin [ =unbelief] which doth so easily beset us, and let us 1'Un with
patience the race that is set before us, looking [off] unto Jesus, the
Author and Finisher of faith" (Heb. xii. I). Jesus, as Son of Man,
is the perfect Exemplar of trusting in God-of the life and habit of
faith. All the worthies alluded to in the 11th chapter of the Epistle
to the Hebrews, although they were blessed illustrations of the power
and victory of faith, yet pale into insignificance when compared to
J caus! We" look ofi''' from Abel, and Enoch, and Noah, ll,nd the rest,
unto Jesus, who never faltered in His reliance on the Father, never
doubted, never once called into question the declaration, "Thou art My
beloved Son!"
The race which the saints are called to run-from grace to glory
-is peculiar in the fact that, while in earthly races the place of
honour is· accorded to the swiftest-' lone recei veth the prize ,)- in
the heavenly race it is not a competition between the runners, but
everyone who, through grace. keeps" the course" unto the end receives
a "crown of righteousness." And, next, it is to be noted that the
runners in the Christian race comprise all spiritnal ages, degrees, and
speeds. Fathers, young men, and little children, equally, as "the
called" according to God's purpose, must by faith and experience run
the same course. Some, however, progress more markedly than others.
Each soul knows its own temptations, conflicts, failures, and sinsa fact which gives to it individuality and character.
Each has its
own secret joys in the personal victories which faith in the risen
Christ brings. All the Lord's people, indeed, travel by the King's
highway, ye], each has to tread his own path upon it.
This,
probably, is the explanation of that passage in Isaiah xxxv. 8,
"And an highway sball be there, and a waif, and it shall be called
the way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall
be for those: the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein,"
'The Church of the redeemed, as a vast, united company, travel by the
"narrow way" that leads to the city of the Great King, but each
member of that redeemed multitude pursues a course of experience
peculiar to himself, and· really only known to the Lord and himself.
That solitary experience is very sacred to the believer himself. Yet,
there are times and occasions when he feels impelled to unbosom ~tG
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his beloved fellow-pilgrims the deep thoughts of his heart. Indeed,
for the sake of others, and as a debt due to the grace and truth of
God, he recognizes the obligation to tell forth what the Lord has
done for his soul.
Thus it appears the Apostle Paul took the saints at Philippi into
fellowship with himself, when he penned the lines which stand
at the head of these" Notes." We may remark that in writing to
"the saints in Christ Jesus" Paul does not assume any superiority
over them in spiritual experience. He affectionately addresses them
as "b1'eth1'en" (PhiI. iii. 13), and takes them into his confidence as
fellow-sinners saved with himself through a "common salvation"heirs together with him of the grace of life. Perhaps, he had his
misgivings lest some of them might think more highly of him than
he accounted himself to be. Paul at all times exercised a holy
jealousy for the sovereignty and freeness of tbe grace which bad
selected in him-as he said-the cbief of sinners. He was ever ready
to take the lowest place-that of "tbe least of all saints." Paul was
no "perfectionist," in tbe modern sense of that term. His ideal
perfection, as to standing, or position, was found "in Christ." In
Christ he knew himself to have been "made the righteousness of
God" (2 Cor. v. 21). No phase of perfection could compare with
that! But he carefully discriminated between position (for justification) and condition (in experience and attainments). Alas, how.
few present-day Christians seem to recognize with intelligence this
all-important distinction. Many of them appear to measure their
position by their condition, and, naturally, failing to find that
condition satisfactory they call into qnestiontheir position "in
Christ." Tbe Apostle's words are full of instruction on this subject. I
cannot forbear here to quote some wise and timely words of Dr. HANDLEY
MouLE, the Bishop-Designate of Durham. Referring to the passage we
have under notice, he remarks :-" vVe have here a strong, and at the
same time a most tender, warning against all approaches to a theoretical 'perfectionism.' Under that word, as I am well aware, many
varieties of opinion in detail may be found. And again, few who
hold opinions, commonly called perfectionist, like the word 'pere
fectionism.' But I speak with practical accuracy when I give that
title to such views as on the whole affirm the obtainableness he1'e
below of a spiritual condition in which man needs no longer confess
himself as now a sinner, and in which his attention tends to be drawn
more to his perfectness than to his imperfections of condition. That
such views are held, and strongly held, by many earnest Christians,
is a familiar fact. As far as my own observation goes, such views are
not uncommonly attended, in those who hold them, by a certain oblivion
to personal shortcomings and inc')nsistencies; by an obscuration of
consciousness, and of conscience, more or less marked, towards the sinfulness of ordinary everyday violations of the law of holiness in respect of
'meekness, humbleness of mind, long-suffering,' sympathy, and other
quiet graces. In the present passage the Apostle's whole spirit moves
in just the opposite direction. His complete repose in Christ as
the righteousness of God for him, and then his deep nearness to his
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Lord as the Power of God in him, alike seem not so much to banish
as utterly to preclude any thought about himself but that of his own
imperfection. He writes as one whose very last feeling is that of
complacency in his spiritual condition." (See "Philippian Studies,"
pp. 188, 189.)
Paul confessed to his brethren freely that he did not consider that
his apprehension of spiritual things was "the goal," or constituted
"the prize." His knowledge and faith were imperfect.
He was
humbly "following on" in the great Christian race.
" This one
thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching
forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark
for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus." To "reach
forth" \l0 as to "seize" (KaTar.t<{:3w) unattained things-things
hoped for-was the daily experience of his soul. There is no element
of uncertainty, or doubt, in this phase of the Christian life. It is
really the blessed fruit and result of an assured faith. He knew himself to ha.ve been" apprehended" of Christ Jesus. The almighty hand
of grace had laid hold upon him years previously, when he journeyed
on his murderous mission to Damascus. That same hand had
held him fast ever since. "And I give unto them eternal life; and
they shall never perish, neither shall anyone pluck them out of My
hand" (John x. 28). Paul knew that" all the saints" are in Jehovah's
-"hand" (Deut. xxxiii. 3). And just because he knew this was his
desire God-ward quickened, his thirst after a deeper fellowship with
his Lord intensified, and his pace in the heavenly course hastened.
He "pressed" towards the goal, his eye being fixed on the allabsorbing OBJECT of his heart's love- Christ Jesus, in Whom, he
knew, dwelt all the fulness of God!
'1'0 grow, constantly. in personal acquaintance with the Lord Jesus
is the calling of all believers. No present attainment in Diyine
knowledge is more than a stepping-stone to fuller and deeper apprehension of God manifest in flesh. Not only in this world, but in that
which is to come, the ever finite capacity of our souls to enjoy the
Infinite Three-in-One will progress in its attainmcnts. We now, alas,
see but darkly. In the day of eternal sunshine, \"hen " face to face"
the redeemed shall "see God," their capability to be filled with all
His fulness will be marvellously increased, and will continue to increase
evermore. Oh, what an unveiling of possibilities, in the experience of
the saints, awaits them at God's right hand! Be it ours, then, brethren,
to drink much and often at this well of joyful expectation, for its
sweet, clear, living waters are lovingly pro'dded to refresh us in our
weary course, and to so strcllgthen us as to enable us to endure unto
the end. The glorious "Prize" is not far oft'! The victor's wreath
is already woven, and the once-pierced hand of Jesus holds it in readiness for the brow of each one of His" called, and chosen, and faithful " followers.
Clifton.
J. O.
NOTHING truly, positively good has appeared, since the fall, in any
human being but as arising from union with Christ.-Howels.
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llilgrim japer.,.
"WI-IERE HAST THOU GLEANED 'rO-DAY?"
(ESTHER

ix.)

(Continued from page 582.)

"ON the thirteenth day of the month Adar j and on the fourteenth
day of the same rested they, and made it a day of feasting and
gladnoss." This verse is only separated from the foregoing verse by
a oomma, and so supplies the completion of its record of the Jews
in the provinces who stood for their lives, and had the victory and
rest from their enemies on the thirteenth day j on the morrow,
being the fourteenth day, they rested, "and made it a day of feasting
and gladness." After a fast, comes It feast! They fasted and
mourned, humbling themselves before God in the first month, when
the decree was issued against them by the seed of Amalek; faith
and patience were sorely tried during the months that intervened,
but "the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of
gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire," is sure to be
"found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of
.Jesus Christ j " and thus, typically, the exaltation of Mordecai was
the turning of sorrow into joy.
Thus it must ever be in the
experience of God's people.
So it is now. Have not thousands in
our land waited upon God with humiliation and earnest supplication, that the King's Declaration against Roman Catholicism, to
ensure a Protestant Sovereign over these realms, might not be
tampered with or altered, much less swept away, as Papists desire?
And now that the present Government have discovered this, the
root, of the whole design, and confess, with all its strength, it is
unequal to cope with the opposition raised by the mighty force of
Protestant principles in the nation, are we not like the Jews in the
days of Esther, our sorrow turned into joy and gladness? " Then
was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with singing,
the Lord hath done great things for us; whereof we are glad."
Specially because of the Word upon which He caused us to hope,
being fulfilled, "0 magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt His
name together."
"But the Jews that were at Shushall assembled together on the
thirteenth day thereof, and on the fourteenth thereof j and on the
fifteenth day of the same they rested and made it a day of feasting
and gladness." The Jews who dwelt in SUI:lhan were not only
near to the king's palace,. but were surrounded by Haman's sons
and those who had been most influenced by him: they obtained,
through Esther's intercession, permission for another day's conflict
with their enemies, the fourteenth day as well as the one named
in the decree, therefore they rested not until the fifteenth day.
Is it not experimen tally true th,tt those who are privileged with
greater nearness to our King are morA especially assailed by the
prince of darkness? their conflict is prolonged, but victory is assured

640

The Gospel Magazzne.

to them, and though deferred later, their joy and gladness abound
in proportion to the grace given to endure.
"Therefore, the Jews of the villages, that dwelt in the unwalled
towns, made the fourteenth day of the month Adar a day of
gladness and feasting, and a good day, and of sending portions one
to another." Victorious over their enemies, they well might "joy
in God," and set apart the day of gladness. This should be our
attitude every day. "Let the children of Zion be joyful in their
King." "Serve the Lord with gladness," remembering the solemn
Word, "Because thou servedst not the Lord thy God with joyfulness and with gladness of heart for the abundance of all things.
the1'efo1"e shalt thou serve thine enemies which the Lord shall
send against thee, in hunger and in thirst, and in nakedness and in
want of all things."
"Rejoice in the Lord alway; and again I say,
Rejoice." Thus will you recommend His service, for religion is no
gloomy thing; even the fast which the Lord has chosen is not" to
hang down the head like a bulrush, and to spread sackcloth under
him;" "but thou when thou fastest, anoim thine head and wash thy
face, that thou appear not unto men to fast, but UlltO thy Father
which is in secret."
It is well to inquire in what manner this day of gladness would
be kept: surely not as the worldling would spend such a time; not
in riotous feasting, ')r the unholy mirth of the foolish, "as the
crackling of thorns under a pot" (Eccles. vii. 6). There are injunctions laid down for the people whom God has chosen for His peculiar
treasure: "Ye shall have a song, as in the night when a holy
solemnity is kept; and gladness of heart, as when one goeth with a
pipe to come into the mountain of the Lord, to the mighty One of
Israel" (Isaiah xxx. 29). "They sang praises with gladness," in
accordance with the Gospel precept, "Is any merry 1 let him sing
psalms," "making melody in your heart to the Lord;" or as David
expresses it, "Thou hast girded me with gladness; to the end that
my glory may sing praise to Thee, and not be silent" (Psalm xxx.
11, 12), and he calls God, "My exceeding joy" f" the gladness of my
joy," margin] (Psalm xliii. 4).
"And feasting." That our gracious God would not have His
people continually fasting, mourning, and sad is manifest by the
numerous feasts He commanded them to observe. Never will the
writer forget hearing CANON WESTOOTT, the late Bishop of Durham (whose
elocu~ion was considered perfect), read the first chapter of Nahulll: " 0
Judah, keep thy solemn feasts," seemed to unlock a treasury of
wealth, and present a volume of truth, to be perused again and again
with fresh delight. Judah-the royal tribe who praise the Lordshould" keep the feast ,. perpetually: "Concerning the feasts of the
Lord, which ye shall proclaim to be holy convocations, even these are
My feasts" (Lev. xxiii. 2).
First, there is the Sabbath, in which we enter into His rest
(Heb. iv. 3), the Lord's-day, to be observed to the L01'd, feasting on
the bread of life. "Then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord"
(Isaiah lviii. 13, 14). Next, the Passover, when Israel feasted on the
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lamb, with unleavened bread and bitter herbs, secure behind the
blood-sprinkled door. Next came the feast of First-fruits-the sheaf.
." Christ is risen from the dead, and become the first-fruits of them
that slept." Pentecost follows, with bread of the first-fruits, calling
upon us to "present your bodies a living sacriflc'e, holy, acceptable
to the Lord, which is your reasonable service." 'The feast of the
Seventh Month, a memorial of blowing trumpets. "Blessed is the
people that know the joyful sound; they shall walk, 0 Lord, in the
light of Thy countenance; in Thy ~ame shall they rejoice all the
day, and in Thy righteousness. shall they be exalted" (Psalm lxxxix.
15, 16). Then the silver trumpets must be blown, for they who
know the joyful sO'tllnd for themselves must proclaim it to others.
"Set the trumpet to thy mouth." "Lift up thy voice like a trumpet."
This was succeeded by the Feast of Tabernacles, when all Israel
dwelt in booths or tents seven days; thus they" confessed that they
were straugers and pilgrims on the earth." There was also the feast
of the New Moon every month. 'When there is no moon to be seen, by
reason of its nearness to the sun, it is lost sight of, overshadowed
by the effulgence of his rays. Do we know what it is spiritually to
keep this" feast to the Lord" 7 "a good day" indeed when we can say,
"My cup runneth over 7" And lastly, every fiftieth year, when the
Jubilee trumpet was blown, proclaiming liberty to every captive, and
restoring every man's forfeited inheritance, as the land could not be
alienated for ever; thus carrying their thoughts' and expectation
forward to the" inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not
away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God
through faith unto salvation." Thus we learn the kind of jea-sting
by which the Lord would have His people celebrate their memorable
-days, and find expression for their joy in holy communion with Himself, and, by "sending portions one to another," maintaining the
reciprocity of fellowship.
" And Mordecai wrote these things, and sent letters unto
all the Jews that were Il1 all the provinces of the king
Ahasuerus, both nigh and far, to stablish this among them,
that they should keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar, and
the fifteenth day of the same, yearly, as the days wherein the Jews
rested from their enemies, and the month which was turned unto
them from sorrow to joy, and from mourning into a good day,
that they should make them days of feasting and joy, and of sending
portions one to another, and gifts to the poor." How striking is the
typical light that shines forth in this history on the character and
official dignity of Mordecai to lead our minds to the contemplation of Him
of whom Jehovah saith, "I have exalted One chosen out of the people,"
who being near of kin, of the seed of DaYid, partook His people's nature,
and is not ashamed to call them brethren; who being exalted to the
right hand of the Great King, has power and authority to enact laws
and enjoin the observance of another feast, with the added command of
sending gifts to the poor, "For ye have the poor always with you,
and whensoever ye will ye may do them good." "Ye ought to support
the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how He said,
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It is more blessed to give than to receive" (Acts xx. 35). Surely it
must have Leen such considerations that have led Christians, in their
days of holy'gladnells and feasting in their families, such as Christmas
Day and Easter, to cultivate mutual greetings and bestow gifts and
love upon the poor.
What portion shall we send one to another in the day of our gladness 1
If the Lord has bestowed upon us a rich repast on which we feast, let
us not, as Job said, eat" my morsel myself alone," but hand it on to
others. Hearing lately from the pulpit of the Lord's gracious rewards
hereafter for services, and pundering It at night, the thought arose,
" Thou, Lord Jesus, wilt be reward enough for me." Instantly came
the words, " Fear not, Abram [' father,' Rom. iv. 11] : I am thy shield
and thy exceeding great reward." Of course the enemy suggested it
was said to Abraham, the man of great faith, the friend of God; but
the Lord Jesus calls one, bowed down eighteen years, who could in no
wise lift up herself, a daughter of Abraham, and Zaccheus a son of
Abraham. " If ye be Christ's then are ye Abraham's seed and heirs
according to the promise." "Delight thyself also in the Lord and He
shall give thee the desires of thine heart." If we can say, "Thou art
my portion, 0 Lord," it is so " exceeding great" that we shall spare of
our abundance and obediently " give a portion to seven. and also to
eight" (Eccles. xi. 2), to make them a feast and "a good day." The
portion sweet to our taste will find a responsive thrill in other hearts.

Leicester.

M:ARY.

PRECIOUS GOLD.
OUR dear Lord says, "'\'here your treasure is, there will your heart
be also" (Matt. vi. 21 I. Is not Christ our richest treasure 1 Should
He not be ever in our minds, and our minds ever on Him 1 0 Chri~
tian, the riches of your Christ are boundless and bottomless! 10u
have in Christ unsearchable riches, bags which wax not old, all inexhaustible treasure which faileth not. Oh, then, imitate the miser!
Let your mind dwell all your store. Let your store be ever uppermost in your mind. Is the miser's mind ever upon and ever going
out after his treasnre 1 So let yours on Christ. Does he value him·
self on his store 1 So do you' upon Christ.
Is he always poring
over his dear wealth 1 So do you upon your precious Christ. Does
the miser love to inspect and count over his beloved gold 1 Oh, dear
child of God, let your mind be ever inspecting your" Beloved Christ
in His wonderful Person as God and Man; His amazing love in
laying down His life for you His enemy; and His glorious salvation
of you an ungodly sinner."-l\£ason.
TB!> purposes of God are His concealed promises. The promises-"
His revealed purposes.-Philip Hemy.
'ro come to the blood of sprinkling, is to flee from every other hope of
pardon, and to apply to Jesus for His blood alone, to 'cleanse the
conscience from the guilt of Sill.·-Mason.
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WELL-SPRINGS.
"At Jesus' leet."-"MATTHEw xv. 30.

,-

IF, as is true, we are children twice over in our natural lives-when,
as babes relying' upon a parent's strength, we "fear to take a step
alone," and again, when old and grey-headed, another leads uswe are certainly kept in a sense as "little children" all our spiritual
lives, in utter dependance upon Another. And the older we grow, in
corresponding reliance upon Him, where communications to His
children reveal more and more unto them His glory and their vileness,
the growth in grace is downward in humility. The root unseen takes
deeper and yet deeper growth downwards, and His children, rejoicing
that in all things He should have the pre-eminence, desire to be nothing,
nothing, nothing, that Jesus may be all and in all. Thus is the lesson
inwrought, and we are brought as little children to Jesus' feet in
willing, childlike subjection. " Yea, He loved the people; all His saints
are in Thy hand.
They sat down at Thy feet; everyone shall
receive of Thy words" (Deut. xxxiii. 3).
Blessed posture! Safe,
though it be through a humbling process; secure, thougn it be a
lowly one; s11tisfactory in its results, since the laying low of the
creature exalts a precious Christ in the heart's joyful experience. Be
it yours and mine, beloved, to be thus found at His footstool! " The
last sentence," wrote the late beloved JOSEPH IRONS, "I heard dear
Mr. VVIGI~1'ON (the writer's maternal grandfather) utter was, 'I know
I must be brought to the feet of Jesus,' and while I waited at the
cemetery it recurred to my mind with peculiar sweetness, and I could
not help penning, or rather penciling, the following lines:" I know 1 must be brought to Jesus' feet,
Or else 1'm not prepared my Judge to meet;
I must be clad in righteousness divine,
Or everlasting life can not be mine."
The lines were subsequently engraved upon the tombstone in
Abney Park Cem~tery, and who can tell to whom they have
preached the Gospel during the many years they have been standing
there!
" At Je;;!!s' feet" r What was the character of those thus cast 7 .• And
great multitudes C~tme unto Him, having with them those that were
lame, blind, dumb, maimed, and many others, and cast them down
at Jesus' feet, and He healed them." Oh, what a beautiful picture!
Jesus, their Elder Brother, born for adversity, came into this fallen,
sin-stricken, and con;;equently suffering world, to heal and bless. " I
came not to be ministered unto, but to minister," He declared. And here,
as the Great Physician, He iE ministering unto their necessities by
healing their bodies and often, too, their sin-sick souls, reminding
them how "They that be whole need not a physician, but they that
be sick." And now that He is up yonder upon His throne, His
children view Him as Priest there also, touched with the· feelings of
their infirmities; robing Himself right royally, and coming forth to
bless His people.
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" My dear Almighty Lord,
My Conqueror and my King,
Thy sceptre and Thy sword,
Thy reigning grace, I sing;
Thine is the power; behold, I sit
In willing bonds before Thy feet."

Happy, blessed posture! Thither draw neal' all con:;cious, gracetaught sinners, for pardon, communion, teaching, anointing. 'fhere
is the position of humble. subservient children, willing to be taught;
they acknowledge this and learn of His holines~, His omnipotence,
His Almighty love, His readiness to pardon, His free exercise of
mercy, His delight to compassionate, Hi:; yearning to comfort
and to reveal Himself in His character 0: "God of patience,"
"all grace," unchangeable faithfulness, "long-Huffering and great
mercv."
There, at His feet, with the heart humbled before Him, the Spirittaught child delights to "hear what God the Lord 'rill speak, for
He shall speak peace unto His people and to His saints, but let them
not turn again to folly." Every lesson has its appointed end, beloved
reader, and may your and my profiting appear Itnto aJ\ men, in gracesanctified experience, 'When He hath tried us.
If we turn to the instances recorded in the l\ ell' Testament Scriptures
of the poor and afflicted being brought to Jesus' feet, it was with
ever the same reSlllt. He sent none unhealed ~,way, and the same
blessing is daily realized in the hearts of all Hi::, seeking, needy ones,
who are brought as willing captives to His feet. They have been
shown their need, and taught at length what, they were so slow to
learn-how there was none other way under heaven whereby man
might be saved. They may have tried every other way, as rebellious
nature ever will until she hears the irresistible voice, "Come hither,
soul, I am the Way," and they now learn that" .None but Jesus can do
helpless sinners good," and having once tasted that the Lord is gracious,
they desire none other. ,. Thou shalt call. Me, _~bba, ~Iy Father, and
shalt not turn away from Me." "Great multitudes" resort unto
Him! And yet none too many-not one tOO many-not one sent
empty, unsatisfied, un healed away. Oh the patience and long-suffering
of the Great Physician! Be it five or seven t,housand to be fed, it is
nothing to the God of providence. If multitudes throng Him, it is
nothing to Divinity to assert of one poor -afflicted, trembling one,
"Somebody hath touched Me," proving the individuality of our case.
" He healed them all "-and Scripture records how diverse were their
sufferings. Oh, to resort more frequently to Him! Oh, to feel om
daily need of healing, and to cry for restoration:
" Sin-sick souls to Thee repair,
And, Saviour, we are such."
Sin-sick, lost, undone, weary, weak, and faltering, sorrowful, cast
down, through many a conflict, doubt, and fear, known and told only to
the heart of the Man of Sorrows. But He is our Frie11d that changeth
not, that loveth at all times, our Brother bo~n for adversity. Of
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this Friend and Brother wrote ANNE DU'l'TON,
century :~

In

the seventeenth

"Christ as a. Brothel' dear was
born
For mine adversity;
As Friend He "ticketh cloRe to
me,
In all my misery.

"A Friend in need's a Friend
indeed,
And such a Friend have I;
When nIl friends fail, He'll stand
my Friend,
And never from me fly.

"This Friend, a.t aU times loves,
His love
Doth not decay with time;
No weakness, sin.!lochange of
mine
Can 1ll:l.ke a. changtl in Him.

" A friend in court's a privilege,
My Friend's my Advocate,
That always for me intercedes,
Then blest and safe's my
state.

.• Thanks to my matchless, tender Friend,
Then let me ever give,
. And may I lean, and still depend,
Upon Him while I live."
Beloved, if in possession of such a Friend, it behoves His diRciples
to make sure and good use of such! The willingness and ability
are on His side, and He is ever mindful of His own. He loves to see
His poor needy follower draw nigh unto Him, and pour into His ever·
willing ear the tale of want, and expect from His heart of love
that deep, ever-ready .;;ympathy and grace to succour, and, from His
divinely-loving hand. that touch of healing, and again prove~as yet but
too often forgotten-as heretofore, that there is balm in Gilead, and
there is a Physician chere and a cordial for every fear, the" oil of joy for
mourning; the ~arment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that
they might lye <:alled trees of righteousness, the planting of
Lord, that He might be glorified."
Thy portion down here, dear child of God, is such as to ever keep
thee in thy right position~" at Jel;us' feet." Therefore, fret not at the
trial which lays thee low and keeps thee there so safely, and shelters
thee so surely ",nder the pinions of His Almighty wings. Blessed
position, to be brought as a poor, helpless, needy one to Jesus' feet for
life, for healing, pardon, protection, redemption, rest, teaching, comfort,
blessing, and true worship.
May each of as, beloved in the Lord, more frequently, more
habitually, ,md consequently more to the praise of the glory of His
grace, be fou.url "Jesus' feet"!
R.

the

A SI~NEH cau ~u~t as well make an atonement to God for his sins;
as he can fulfil the law of God for his justification; both are alike
equally impossible.~Mason.
You will never :serve God with pleasure till your pride has been so
disciplined, so' subdued, as that you delight in dependance on God with
all the 3implicity with \vhich a child delights in dependance Qn ,its
mother.-Ho1OeZ!L
'
'
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'l'HE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST:As THE NAIL.

"He is altogethe1' lovely."-SOLOMON's SONG v. ]6.
"A nail in a sure place."-IsAIAH xxii. 23.
THE loveliness of Christ is often described in the Word in terms of
type, symbol, and metaphor. Those which represent His Person and
work are both varied and instructive. True disciples, whose desire it
is to know Christ for themselves, find by experience that He is just
what the SCl'iptures declare Him to be. The figure of the nail
fastened in a sure place, in Isaiah xxii. 20-25, is beautiful-especially in
its prophetic aspect. Taking the Word and reading the passage, we
note firstTHE NAIL.

The primary reference is to a person, namely, Eliakim (20), whose
name signifies, "Set up or raised by God." Indeed, the government
was committed into his hand, and the key of the House of David
'was laid upon his shoulder, so that if he opened, nOlle could shut;
and if he shut, none could open. This person distinctly pointed to
the Lord Jesus. It is of Him the Lord speaks: "I will fasten
Him as a nail in a sure place."
Now, a nail has a twofold use; its first purpose is to join or unite
·one thing to another; and its second use is to afford a support to hang
things upon for their preservation. 'fhis admirably sets forth the
Lord Jesus as the bond of union between the saints and their
God. By virtue of the complexity of His Person-God and Man are
one in Him. Happy are those who in covenanted grace are made
partakers of the blessing and know their oneness with Him. On Him
also they hang, and by Hi:n they are supported.
Now, the Nail, Christ Jesus, is fastened by the Holy Spirit in
THE SURE PLACE
of the renewed hearts of His people. A nail needs to be applied; and
.application denotes the power by which the nail, in a manner, makes
room for itself in the appointed place Room is made in the heart
for Jesus when it is opened to receive Him, and the effect iR union,
living, vital, true, and lasting. Yes! when the heart is prepared for
·Christ idols are dethroned, an "aching void" is produced which only
He can fill, and it is emptied, indeed, of all besides Himself.
This Nail is also fastened in the sure place of the everlasting
Oovenant. Christ is "set" in God's Covellant purpose and promise
.as "the All and in all." All is in Christ, and Christ is in all. He
is also fastened in Pl'ovidence as the Object whose exaltation is the
Father's end in all His dispensations. All exists for His glory, and
all is "for the lifting of Jesus on high."
Moreover, Christ as the Nail is fastened in the sure place of the
Word. He is ,. the Alpha and Omega," the sum of all its knowledge;
the" Beginning and the End," the snm of all its instrnction; the
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"Fir~t and the Last," the sum of clll its hi~tory. The Lord Jeslls as
the Nail is thus fastened in a sure place, so that neither the Nail nor
the Place can give way.
We now must considel; t4e Nail as the
support and preservation of the
THINGS HANGI"G
on Christ, which are described in the twenty-fourth verse. On Him
hangs" (tU the ylory of His Father'" HOll~e," namely, the Church of
God. Its Salvation, Redemption, and Peace all hang upon Him. If
Christ could give way, the ChlJrch must fall into destruction. It is
He effects her security, as hanging upon Him. The" o'ffspTing " hangs
upon Him-the children of the Kingdom, the little ones, the babes in
grace are all found clinging to Him. The" Issue" likewise depends
upon Him. The desires, hopes, breathings, and longings which Issue
from the living soul are all to Him and for Him. The" issue" of all
events and circumstances likewise hangs upon Him, as do all the
"vessels of small quantity," those of meagre capacity, who have but
little faith, but little repentance, and but little grace-still; they hang on
Him. and so are preserved.
The" cups" are on this nail- every cup of sorrow or of joy comes
from Him. Whatever the Father hath appointed is secured for the
saints by the Son. The" flagons" of " wines on the lees well refined,"
the rich cordials and consolations of the Gospel, are all found in Him,
and nowhere else. Finally, we note the singularly paradoxical

CUTTING DOWN
of the nail fastened in the sure place; which is described in the
remarkably explicit language of the twenty-fifth verse: "In that day,
saith the Lord of hosts, shall the nail that is fastened in the sure
place be removed, and be cut down, and fall; and the burden that
was upon it shall be cut off: for the Lord hath spoken it." There is
no contradiction. N ever was the nail so securely fastened in the sure
place as when it was cut down!
~ The "clay" spoken of was the day of Christ's humiliation, when
He was "removed" from Gethsemane to the judgment, and from
thence to Calvary; where He Ims "cut down" by Death and by
the Sword of Justice. His was indeed a "fall" into the lowest
depths, when God's waves ancl billows went over Him and laid
Him low in the grave. It was then the "bm'den" of sin, which
He bore in His own body on the tree, was completely and for ever
removed out of sight, rolling off, as JOHN BUNYAN truly pictures
it, into the Saviour's tomb, there to be lost in the land of forgetfulness.
Thus, we learn something of the loveliness of the Lord Jesus as
THE NAIl, FASTENED IN THE SURE PLACE.

Bath.

E. C.

THE will of God's purposes is the rule of all His actions. The will
of His precepts is the rule of all our actions.-Philip Henry.
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BUlWEK-BEARING.

" Cast thy bU1·den on the Lord, nnd He shall sustain thee."-PsALM Iv. 22.
By nature we are, most of us, prone to fret and worry when trials and
troubles arise, and which most of us have to experience at times.
Job-said, "Man is born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward; "
and David cried unto the Lord, ., For Thy righteousness' sake bring
my soul out of trouble" (Psalm cxliii. 11) ; and Job said, "Although
affliction cometh not forth of the dust, neither doth trouble spring
out of the ground, yet man is born unto trouble, as the sparks fly
upward" (Job v. 6, 7). Indeed, the Lord's people are often the most
exposed to sorrow, in order that their faith may be exercised; for
untried faith is uncertain. Yes, we know how often the fears of the
Lord's people are great, and their faith but feeble, yet, assuredly
they shall eventually be brought to experience that "the Lord
reigneth," and that He will not suffer them to be tried beyond what
they are enabled to bear, but will, with the trial, make a way of
escape. Yet are all such poor exercised ones to continue instant in
prayer, for assuredly" Prayer prevails when all else fails." Trials
and persecutions are doubtless as necessary to the Lord's people as
medicine is to the sick. But when we can by faith realize that God
is our stronghold, and' that" no weapon formed against His people
shall prosper,'" they take comfort, and are constrained to say,
"Who is a God like unto our God?" who"Witnesseth our deepest grief,
And of His mercy sends relief."
So that, dear exercised one, thon shalt be more than conqueror
through Him that so loyed thee that He gave His precious life
to redeem all who" look to Him for salvation." Is it thy mercy to
have been brought to realize the pardon of sin, without which no
one can enter the kingdom of heaven?
It is a blessed, and yet a solemn thing to be a Christian in life as
well as in name. How' needful it is to "examine onrsel ves," and, as
St. Paul wrotc to the Ephesians, "See that ye walk circumspectly, not
as fools, but as wise" (Eph. v. 15).
No unforgiven sinner can
enter heaven!
Oh, then, how it behoves all who have through
grace been redeemed by the precious blood of Christ, and received the
forgiyeness of sin" according to the riches of His grace," to be "instant
in season and out of season." As St. Paul the aged admonished young
Timothy, "I charge thee before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who
shall judge the quick and the dead at His appearing; preach the
Word; be instant in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke,
exhort, with an longsuffering and doctrine. Fot the time will. come
when they will not endure sound doctrine," &c. ; and, beloved reader,
have we not arrived at this 1 Alas, how few do we meet who know
what it is to "take ..up. his cross and .follow Christ"! Yet are we
expressly told by St. James, "If any of you lack wisdom, let him
ask of God, that giveth to' all mon liberally and upbraideth not,
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and it shall be given him." How plain are the words of the Bible!
And yet how dull are we all by nature, so that we are often
constrained to cry, "Lord, what I know not, that teach Thou me."
And agaiu, "Let me not deceive myself, 0 Lord; I know I cannot
(nor would I) deceive Thee." Solomon wrote, "Happy is the man
that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding."
Dear reader, would that we all knew more of that wisdom which
cometh from above. Oh that we more fully understood what it is
to "walk with God," and to "talk with Him" also, as did
Enoch, Moses, and a few other highly favoured ones, as MCCHEYNE
wrote in t.he beginning of one of his poems"Lord, let me talk with Thee of all I do,
.A 11 that I care for, all I wi6h for too!"
Doubtless that word in Ezekiel is still most important: "Thus saith
the Lord God; I will yet for this be enquired of by the house of
Israel to do it for them," &0. (Ezekiel xxxvi. 37). Yes, dear reader.
we can endorse many of the sayings of good men of old. Vve sometimes hear people say they hope to do this or that some day. But
the Bible says, "Now is the accepted time; now is the day of our
salvation." Delays are dangerous. How many sudden deaths have
occurred around us of late, which is as a word of warning to all who
are still spared.
Oh, to be wise in time, and to "seek fi1'st the
kini!dom of God and His righteousness," ere it be too late.
For
we are not only told to "cast our burden 011 the Lord," but to "seek
first the kingdol1l of God and His righteousness," with the promise
that" all other things shall be added." Alas, how much happiness,
joy, and peace do all lose who neglect this command! The Prophet
Isaiah was guided by thc Spirit of God to write, "Hear, 0 heavens,
and give ear, 0 earth, for the Lord hath spoken: I have nourished
and brought up children, and they have rebelled against Me. The
ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's crib, but Israel doth
not knoll', My people doth not consider." Alas, how many are
there in the present day to whom these words might be said! Yet,
"The Lord's hand is not shortened that it cannot save, 'neither
His ear heavy that it cannot hear." Who is a God like unto
our God? " Come unto Me, all ye that labour, and are heavy laden,
and 1 will give you rest." What a sweet invitation! Christ invites
such as are wcary of the burden of sin, and the slavery of Satan, and
assures those who come that they shall find rest. Sin is a heavy
burden when, by the grace of God, we are enabled to see what sin is,
in whatever form it appear.
How we rejoice to know that Jesm,
suffered in our stead, the "J ust for the unj llst." To" come" to
Christ is to believe in His power to save, and that "whosoever
cometh He will in no wise cast out."
'We will conclude with a hymn written by the beloved AUGUs'l'uS
M. TOPLADY, in 1775. "He hath made Him to be sin for us, who
knew no sin" (2 Cor. v. 21).
2z
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" From whence this fear and unbelief?
Hath not the Father put to grief
His spotless Son for me ?
And will the righteous Judge of men
Condemn me for that debt of sin,
Which, Lord, was charged to Thee?
" Complete atonement Thou hast made,
And to the utmost farthing paid
Whate'er Thy people owed;
Nor can His wrath on me take place,
If sheltered in Thy righteousness,
And sprinkledNith Thy blood.
.. If my discharge Thon hast procured,
And freely in my room endured
The whole of wrath Divine;
Payment God cannot twice demand,
First at my bleeding Surety's hand,
And then again at mine.
u

Turn, then, my soul, unto thy rest;
The met'its of thy great High PrieRt
Have bought thy liberty.
Trust in His efficacious blood,
Nor fear thy banishment from God,
Since Jesus died for thee! "

C.

BALDW1N.

"BECAUSE of the savour of Thy good ointments, Thy name is as
ointment poured forth: therefore do the virgins love rfhee"
(Sol. S,Ong).
We have briefly in these words Christ's loveliness and the Christian's love, the former the cause of the latt er ; both
couched under borrowed terms, according to the whole strain of this
allegorical song on which the true experimental kno,,·ledge of this
Divine love is the best commentary. We have here the excellency of
the object of love: "Because of the savour of Thy good ointments."
How true is the Apostle's word, when he calls Christ the believer's
" All things"! and that radical grace of faith, because it apprehends
Christ, hath a kind of universality; and it is reasonable, too, it alone
being to the soul what. all the five senses are to the body. It is the
eye and the mouth; a wonderful eye, it sees Him " who is invisible" ;
the mouth, it tastes that the Lord is gracious" ; yea, take these two
both together in one place, Psalm xxxiv. 8, "0 taste and see that
the Lord is good." It is the soul's ear; for what else is meant when
it is said, "He that hath an ear to hear let him hear" 1 And was it
not that touch that Christ took notice of, and distinguished from the
common touch of the multitude that crowded about Him 1 That touch
alone draws virtue from Him.
And as it is all those other senses,
and Christ is its object in reference to them all, so here, in its smelling
it finds the savour of His fragrant graces, and by that works love.
"Because of the savour of Thy precious ointments."-Archbi8hop
Leighton.
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PASTORAL NOTES.
THE INSIGKIFICANCE

OF

MAN, AND THE MAJES'ry

UP

JEliOVAH.

"Lm'd, what is man, that l'hou talcest knowled.qe of kim! 01' the
son of 1nan, that 1'ho'16 'I1ULkest account of him! jJJIan ,is like to vanity
[or, "a thin.q ofnour;ht."-Prayer Book Version]: his d(&y~ (f/re as a shadow
that passeth away."-PsAUI cxliv. 3, 4.
" Of old hast Th01~ laid the f(YJ~ndation of the ew't!.: o;ncZ the heavens
a1'e the 1vm·k of Thy lULnds. They shall pe1'ish, b1~t Pho'tO shalt endure:
yea, all of them shall wa,x old like a r;a1''I1Wnt; as ,~ vest1~l'e shalt
Thou chanr;e them, and they shall be changed: but Tit,ulo (wt the same,
(md Thy yea1'S shall have no end."-PsALM cii. 25-27.

" THERE was a statement in your sermon last Sunday," said a hearer
to his pastor, "which made a deep impression upon my mind, and
I am not likely to forget it. It was this, 'How Cl<.n the finite com- '
prehend the infinite? It is impossible, absolutely impossible.'" The
speaker was a worthy and an intelligent man, a much-respected
schoolmaster. He was greatly tried by a grievous affliction, namely,
some of the muscles of his neck had become contracted, and consequently his head was always bent downwards upon his chest, and he
could in no wise raise it up or look straight before him, He was a
sensitive man, and this affliction must have been peculiarly trying to
him, especially in his position as a schoolmaster; but still he seemed
to bear it patiently, and he unflinchingly continued to carry on his
daily work. Not very long after he had addressed the foregoing words
to his pastor, as he was returning home on a dark and stormy winter's
night by a dangerous path which led along the banks of a neighbouring
river, he appears to have missed the path, and fallen into the rushing
waters, for his dead body was found the next day in a deep pool some
distance down the river. He probably now knows something more
about the infinite than he did before; like as a Queen of Prussia.said,
when dying, to some learned men who stood at her bedside, "I shall
soon know more than any of you about the great secrets of eternity."
But even so, both he, once a poor schoolmaster, and she, a queen, can only
realize and understand in some more perfect manner the vast difference
which there is between the finite and the infinite, ::loUd how utterly
impossible it is for the former to me~sure or comprehend the
latter.
I stood one day upon the topmost story of the Eiffel Tower, ill
Paris, an elevation of a thousand feet, ltond as I looked directly down
upon the streets and gardens far below, I could not help thinking,
I. What
an insignificant creature man is!" One could see thel'e a
number of little dotlS like tiny insects moving to and fro, and one
knew that they were gaily-dressed ladies and fashionably·attired
gentlemen, who were strutting along in the summer'8 bright sunshine,
with many semblances of pride, and apparently with very high ideas
of their own importance; but from the top of the tower they looked
so small and so insignificant that they appeared to be of no importance at all, and one thought, "If they look th'.ls from this slight
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height, what must they look like from the heights of heaven 1" Well
might the Psalmist say, "Lord, what is man" that Thou takest knowledge of him! or the son of man, that Thou makest account of him!
Man is a thing of nought, his days are as a shadow that passeth away."
And yet how much man thinks of himself! He seems to imagine
that he is the most important creature in the whole universe, and that
everything ought to bend to his will. He seems to think that his
ideas and opinions must of necessity be correct, and that his wishes,
his feelings, and his purposes are of more consequence than anything
else.
How conceitedly he sometimes talks! He inspects a portion of tho
surface of this wonderful world in which his Creator has placed him,
and he makes a few small incisions below the surface ;-he is unable to
do more, for he cannot inspect the whole of its surface, and he cannot
penetrate further than a few hundred feet beneath it, and what is this
compared to the whole thickness of the earth, some eight thousand
miles 1 Yet from this limited experience and imperfect knowledge,
he imagiues that he knows all about the world, and he attempts to
describe the manner in which it was created, and the different and
gradual developments of the process; and he affirms with the utmost
apparent confidence that, instead of "days," it must have taken the
great Creator millions of years to accomplish! How can he tell
this 1 When we hear or read of such unreliable statements we may feel
inclined to ask, "'Vhat would BISHOP BUTLER, that wise and careful
reasoner, have thought of them 1" Would he not have described them,
as he described some similar statements made in his day, as "vain
and idle speculations" 1 and would he not have said, "To argue cor,
rectly respecting the formation of this world involves experience of
some such formation in the case of other and similar worlds" 1-an
experience which no human being has as yet ever had.
It is as if a number of tiny and insignificant insects, so minute as
to be invisible, or almost invisible, to the naked eye, should examine
some small portions of a stupendous mountain, and making a few
scratches upon it, or burrowing a little way into its sides, should then
profess to know all about it, its substance, its size, the date and
maJlner of its creation, &c. Or as if a fly, alighting upon some part
of an intricate and wonderfully-constructed machine, such as one of
our large modern printing machines, and being able to see a minute
portion of it, should pretend to be perfectly acquainted with it, and
able to understand and explain its formation, its purposes, and its
working!
Similarly man speculates upon the effects of evolution, and from a
limited observation of natural phenomena he draws hasty conclusions"
and upon that speculation and those conclusions he propounds rash
"heories-theories which have not a shadow of a sound foundation to
rest upon, and which a more perfect knowledge may at any time
utterly upset.
For example, he talks largely about his antiquity, and says that
the human race "must "-what a favouritc word this is with these
speculators !~" must" have existed thousands of years beyond those.
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which are indicated by written testimony. How is he. to tell this 1
As well might the ephemera, an insect which is born, lives its whole
life, and dies in a single day, talk of the ages of the past, and of
the world's history.
So, in a most captious spirit, he criticises the Word of God, and
takes upon himself to say which parts of it are to be depended upon,
and which are not; and he publishes new editions of it, printed in
varied colours, or marked with special signs, to indicate his selfformed opinion upon those points. He also audaciously affirms that
several of its historical statements are merely legends, that its fulfilled
prophecies were published after the events which they mention had
actually taken place, that its recorded miracles are utterly incredible,
because they are "contrary to natural laws which cannot. possibly be
broken;" and he further doubts altogether the personal and moral
government of the Most High, and scoffs at the idea of His being
able to fulfil His promises and His threatenings.
Poor puny man, what a fool he is! How the angels must
laugh at him; yea, even the great Creator Himself. Is it not
written, ., He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh; J ehovah shall
have them in derision" 1
Can man not read the Book of Nature aright, opened and spread
out as it is clearly before him 1 Can he not see in the world around
him innumerable vestiges of the presence, power, goodness, and wisdom
of the great Creator 1 Can he not lift up his eyes to the heavens
sometimes, and perceive what they teach him 1 "The heavens
declare the glory of God, and the firmament showeth His handywork."
Immense as this world appears to us to be, it is really only an
atom in the vast tmiverse. There are evidently worlds around us almost
immeasurably. greater. A lecturer on astronomy, wishing recently to
give his pupils a practical idea of the difference between the size of the
earth and the size of the sun, placed before them a single grain of
wheat, and then in cotitrast to it a huge pile of wheat, numbering,
by careful computation, no less than 1,400,000 grains; and he showed
that that represented the comparative difference between the two.
But astronomers tell us that Sirius, one of the brightest of the socalled "fixed stars," is no less than 2,700 times greater than the
sun; consequently that star must be 3,780,000,000 times greater
than our earth! and Sirius appears not to be by any means the
greatest of the celestial bodies; so that there may be, and there probably are, many other bodies which are even greater than it. What
a comparatively tiny and insignificant object, then, our earth must
be!
See the revelations which photography has made to us of the
heavenly bodies. In former days the number of stars visible on a
clear night to the unaided gaze of the human eye was something
like 3,000, and through a good telescope many more could be seen.
'l'hen the larger telescopes of modern times revealed an additional
number up to, it is computed, 330,000. But photography has made
an enormously greater and most marvelleous revelation. The sensi-
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tive photographic plate in the camera reveals that which the human
eye could not possibly see, or the largest telescope disclose, and it shows
that bright luminary bodies exist, where apparently there were none.
For example, there are dark patches in the sky, which were named
"The Coal Sacks," because previously not a single star could be
discerned in them; but they are now shown to be full of stars,
although they are at so great a distance from us that that distance
seems to be incalculable.
In consequence of this discovery, the whole heavens are being
mapped ,out afresh by astronomers, and the number of the stars
which can thuR be seen and marked is known to be-not hundreds of
thousands, but hundreds of millions! and there are. probably millions
upon, millions more which are as yet invisible (even in this way)
to us, so that the actual number may be, and probably is, far
beyond the utmost powers of human calculation! Yet there is
One who, we are informed, "telleth the number of the stars,
and calleth them all by their names."
How marvelleous is the discovery, now clearly made, that our sun,
with all its planets revolving round it, some of them mighty orbs
- Jupiter, for example, being 1,400 times greater than our earth-is
by no meanB 8tationary, but forms the centre of a system, which, by
the attractive power of some other gigantic celestial body, is constantly revolving round another system, and beyond that again are
other systems, revolving round one another in perfect order, but in
infinite space, and at distances from us and from each other which
are beyond the utmost stretch of our imaginations to conceive!
The beauty, also, as well as the glory of the heavens, is almost
indescribable. The great telescopes reveal clusters of stars whieh
glitter with all sorts of lovely colours, silver-white, yellow, red,
orange, garnet-hue, lilac, violet, and indigo; and connected with
these lovely colours are double, triple, and multiple stars, all lighting
up each other, and revolving round one another, whilst two-a very
recent discoverv-are seen to revolve in actual contact.
It has been ·said that "what we perceive of the real lifa of the
universe is less than that which the traveller perceives of the real
life of London when, approaching it by night, he looks upon its
myriad lamps. Some of those lamps are to guide the wayfarers,
some are lights of feasts and banquets, some gleam from theatres,
churches, hospitals, shops, dwelling-houses, and places of pleasure or
toil; but only the general glow of all that varied existence is
observed. So do we see only the lamplights of nearest heaven."
What, then, must the great Creator of all these wonders, this
beauty, and this glory be 1 What must He be like of whom it is said
that He "stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them
out as a tent to dwell in" 1 The stupendous power which He wields
must have been shown in a marvellous manner in forming this earth,
and placing it in its position, and sending it revolving in its course
round the sun (just at a suitable distance, too, for astronomers tell us
that if it were nearer it would be burnt up, and if it were further away
it would be frozen), and so perfectly controlling it in that course,
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th.at it can never swerve froll1 it in the slightest degree, excapt at
H~s command.
Stupendous power indeed, inexplicably and inconcOlvably great! But more st,upendous still must be the power with
which He has formed, and arranged, and with which He controls
and keeps in perfect order all the other innumerable and mighty
bodies and forces around us.
We need not be surprised then at being told that He "hath
measured the waters in the hollow of His hand, and meted out heaven
with the span, and comprehended the dust of the earth in a measure,
and weighed the mountains in scales and the hills in a balance," or
that "the nations" are to Him only "as a drop of a bucket, and
are counted as the small dust of the balance," yea, that "they arc
as nothing before Him, and are counted to Him as less than nothing
and vanity."
No wonder that Ho says :-" I am God, and there is none else: I
am God, and there is none like Me.
Declaring the end from the
beginning, and feom ancient times the things that are not yet done ;
saying, "My counsel shall stand, and I will do all My pleasure."
"I have made the earth, .and created man upon it: I, even My
hands, have stretched out the heavens, and all their hosts have I
commanded." "I, even I, am He, and there is no God with Me : I
kill, and I make alive; I wound, and I heal; neither is there any
that can deliver out of My hand. For I lift up My hand to heaven,
and say, I live for ever." How great, how majestic, how glorious
must snch a Being be! and what is man compared to Him ~-a tiny
insignificant atom, a worm, a creature of a moment, almost a nonentity!
And yet, in connection with all that greatness, that majesty, and
that glory of the mighty Creator, how sweet it is to be told such
facts as these :-" He shall feed His flock like a shepherd; He shall
gather the lambs with His arm, and carry them in His bosom, and
gently lead those that are with young." "Lift up your eyes to the
heavens, and look upon the earth beneath; for the heavens shall
vanish away like smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a garment,
and they that dwell therein shall die in like manner: but My salvation
shall be for ever, and My righteousness shall not be abolished."
"Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Israel; I will help
thee, saith the Lord, and thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel.
When the poor and needy seek water, and there is none, and their
tongue faileth for thirst; I the Lord will hear them, I the God of .
Jacob will not forsake them." Can grandeur and tenderness, can.
greatness and kindness be more wonderfully expressed and blended
together than in such words as these 1
And then, in connection with these wonders, are we not reminded of the magnificence of the heritage of God's children 1 They
are promised a "kingdom," but what will that kingdom be 1 A
kingdom upon earth indicates the highest position which human.
beings can occupy or be exalted to, but what must a kingdom in
the heavens be 1 If the children of God are" heirs of God, and jointheirs with Christ," and if He be Lord of all this vast universe, as we
know He is, how immeasurably and inconceivably great and glorions
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must their inheritance be! and what a depth of meaning may be
included in the words, "In My Father's house are many mansions."
The ancient Christians used to say to one another, "Sursum
corda," "Raise your hearts." May we not, beloved readers, say the same
thing now to one another 7 As we contemplate such a subject as
this, may we not say, "Raise your hearts higher and higher, raise
your thoughts, your expectations, your hopes, your wishes, and
believe that high as you may raise them, the reality will be higher
still, for it is written, 'Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither
have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath
prepared for them that love Him.'"
D.

A.

DOUD:s'EY.

"WITHIN THE VEIL."
WITHIN the veil," I lean upon His bosom,
I hear His whispers, watch His smiling face;
I know the depths of God's eternal welcome,
That tideless ocean of abounding grace.
H

"WIthin the veil," I bless the Lord of glory,
Hie voice so sweet, no angel harps compare j
His visage, once so malTed, yes, wan and gory,
Is changed resplendent-how exceeding fair!
"Within the veil," shut in with Jesus ever,
Himself my sunshine, holy, pure, and calm;
Where nought without one chord of joy can sever,
Since He Himself doth lead the eternal psalm.
Within the veil," my Saviour, Lord, and ~:Iaster,
In eager love I listen for Thy call;
Haste, loving Lord, speed on the moments faster,
Shout, in Thy triumph, and translate us all.

H

PRAYER FOR SAINTS.
(2 CORINTHIANS i. 11.)

LOVE to the brethren is often given in the Word as a character of
a true saint. Now, no act whereby we express our love to saints stands
more clear from insincerity than this of praying for them. Will you say
you love the saints because you frequent their company, show kindness
to their persons, stand up in their defence against those who reproach
them, or because you can suffer with them 7 All this is excellent, yet
how easy it is for vain and worldly motives to mingle with these. But
if you can find your heart in secret prayer led out to God for them with
a deep sense and feeling for their sins, wants, and sorrows, this will
speak more for the sincerity of your love than all words and deeds
without this.-Gurnall.

FORSAKE not the public worship of God, lest God forsake thee, not
only in public but in private also.-Calamy.

"

The Gospel Magazine.

657

DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY. '"
DURING the past month, among many new pUblications received for
review, there came a small, but very precious essay from the pen of
the Rev. J. K. POPHAM, of Brighton, on the profoundest of all
revealed truths-the Sovereignty of Jehovah. We thank this esteemed
servant ()f Christ for his faithful, edifying exposition.
Mr. POPHAM opens his discourse with a lucid statement of what is to
be understood by "Sovereignty," in its application to the adorable
THREE-IN.ONE, and then proceeds to trace the operations of the
Divine Will in the kingdom of grace, as recorded in the Holy
Scriptures.
The essay is one which deserves well at the hands of
all who delight in the realities of experimental ~alvation, and own
themselves eternal debtors to the unfettered "good pleasure" of the
Father who chose them, the Son who redeemed them, and the Spirit
who quickened, convinced, and led them by faith to Jesus.
That our readers may be able to judge for themselTes of the
spiritual excellence of the author's welcome contribution to the
Church's treasury of knowledge, we print a liberal extract from
his pages. He writes:Having set forth the doctrine of Divine, immutable, glorious
sovereignty, I now invite the cfl,reful, prayerful attention of my
spiritual readers to the contemplation of it in two vast and
important particulars. First. In salvation. Second. In punishment.
For it is on these points, I fear, that many who profess to believe the
:sovereignty of God practiclllly disallow it.
First. In salvation. In infinita condescension, and for the display
of His wisdom, goodness, and power, the eternal God decreed to
,create "all things." For His "pleasure they are and were created."
In Himself, absolutely considered, there was no necessity for creation.
He alone is independent, and therefore sufficient for Himself. No
creature can add to Him, so no creature is needful for Him. Creation,
therefore, was only necessary because God decreed it. "For ot
Him" are 3.11 things. In regard of His work of creation, Jehovah's
sovereign will precedes His Omnipotent act. He did it "after the
counsel of His own will." It is a part of a wondrous plan. :Man
was made.
He came forth from his Maker's moulding hands
"upright." He was put under a law. " And the Lord Goo commanded
the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat:
but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thon shalt not eat
of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die
(Gen. ii. 16,17;'. We must hold this upright mall had given him in
his creation an immediate, necessary, yet we may say a sweetly yoluntary subjection to the law, and an undt'rstanding of it, of its divine
Author, of its extent, of the blessing of obedience, of the penalty of
disobedience, and power to yield obedience. From this high and good
* DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY. By J. K. POPHAlII. Price threepence. London:
Brighton; S. Cornbridge,
F. Kirby, 17, Bouverie Street, Fleet Street.
56, Church Road, Hove.
' . J.
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c;;tate he fell. Thus "by one !nan sin entered into the world, and
death by sin; and so death p:l,f;sed upon all men, for that all ha,ve
sinned" (Rom. v. 12).
'1'herefore· it rested entirely with the Lord God, whose law they
have broken, whose power they have defied, whose goodness they have
outraged, to decide whether none- or all or some only shall escape the
just reward of their deeds.
Well, He has purposed that some of Adam's sinful race shall, in ~"
way honourable to Himself, escape the wrath to come, shall in the
Lord "be justified, and shall glory" (Isaiah xlv. 25), shall be " to the
praise of the glory of His grace" (Eph. i. 6). He has also chose11
those particular persons whom He will save. " I will have mercy on
whom I will have mercy" (Rom. ix. 15). "But we are bound to give
thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because
God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth (2 Thess. ii. 13).
This is God's sovereignty in salvation. This is election.
In this
election" with whom took He cousel7 " He did it primarily for His
own glory. "The Lord hath made all things for Himself." His glory
is the end which is antecedent to all other end.. Find a reason in
man's sad case which influenced God in the decree of election and you
destroy God's freedom. Place some sort of necessity in man before
His decrec, it matters not what-poverty or misery, why God should
save him, and you destroy God's sovereignty. "Is it not lawful for
Me to do what I will with Mine own ~" (Matt. xx. 15.) He needs take
none to His bosom of all those who have deeply revolted from Him,
needs justify no ungodly person, except that He has sovereignl}'
decreed so to do. ,. The election hath obtained" the blessing or
eternal life; "the rest were blinded." "But if our Gospel be hid, it
is hid to them that are lost: in whom the god of this world hath
blinded the minds of them which believe not (2 Cor. iv. 3, 4). "Was
not Esau Jacob's brothed saith the Lord: yet I loved Jacob, and I
hated Esau" (Mal. i. 2, 3). Here is the initial difference of all the
differences which exist among men, equally fallen and sinful in their
common head and birth. "For the children being not yet born,
neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according· to election might stand, not of works, but of Him that calleth, it
was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger. As it is
written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated" (Rom. ix. 11,12,13).
This sovereignly-made difference between man and man, nation and
nation, is the antecedent cause of God's different dealings with them.
The Lord said to Ananias, "Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel
unto Me" (Acts ix. 15). While he thus bears long with Saul of
Tarsus, who was an injurious person, a persecutor of Jesus, He sends
swift destruction on the betrayer of Jesus, "that he might go to his
own place" (Acts i. 25). For His own sheep Christ prays, but" not
for the world" (John xvii. 9).
The way of His Church is "hedged up with~thorns," and a wall is
made round about her, that she may "not find her paths" to go
<,fter her lovers who, as she imagined to the injury of her Lord,
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gave her her bread ami water, her wool and flax, her oil and drinl.;:.
And many other evils are sent on her, because she is to be allured
and brought' into the wilderness and spoken comfortably to
(Hosea ii. 6-15); while to others, for whom no Surety is found, no
saving chastening is sent. no alluring word is spoken. "But if ye be
without chastisement. whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards,
and not sons" (Heb. xii. 8).
Now, as the eyes of redeemed persons are opened to see this all·
diffcrencing doctrine, a;:; their quickened, convinced consciences perceive
their sad alienation from God, it becomes an absorbing question with
them whether they have an interest in that saving decree.
What
safety do they see within its merciful embTace, what beauty!
But each says for himself "I am outside." Fervent cries, born of the
Spirit's inward intercession, go up to God for a manifested interest in
the Lord, for a known. an enjoyed union with Christ, for the application of the atonement. The" spiritual blessings in heavenly places in
Christ" are what the soul hungers and thirsts for. Among those
blessings are the great and wondrous acts of justification and adop·
tion into God's family_ which are passed on the guilty and the
alienated. How sovereignly, unexpectedly do these blessings come!
"'rhe Lord hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die."
"Being
justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus." "And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of
His Son into your hearts, crying Abba, Father." And surely, as these
blessed acts pass on the vile, the self·condemned, self-despairing sinner,
he feels their power and helieves; he is translated from law to Gospel,
from Sinai to Zion, from prison and all its gloomy threatening of
eternal punishment to liberty with all its promise of eternal glory. He
is now reconciled to God and adopted into His family. He knows where
to place the crown Of His salvation; the Lord of life and glory
alone is worthy to wear it. " And I looked, and behold a white cloud,
and upon the cloud One sat like unto the Son of Man, having on His
head a golden crown" (Rev. xiv. 14). The beasts and the elders unite
in ascribing all honour to the Lamb (Rev. v. 8-12).
Sin works and threatens; it always works against God and the
soul's interest and comfort, producing Paul's painful experience as set
out in Romans vii. ; but graciously and sovereignly the Holy Ghost
comes in new acts of power, with fresh tokens for good in setting
Christ crucified before faith, so promising full deliverance and eternal
life. By His invincible grace in the soul Christ makes war with sin
in our nature; grace is the blessed evidence of His determination to
make an end of it in His people, even as He once in the end of the
world appeared and put it away by the sacrifice of Himself. When the
battle is over, the victory given, and all the ransorned of the Lord are
before the throne of God, freed for ever from their fears, sinkings, and
eonflicts, brought for ever out of their "great tribulation," then will
they sing a new song. saying: "Unto Him that loved us, and washed
us from our sins in His own blood, and hath made us kings and
priests unto God and His Father, to Him be glory and dominion for
ever and ever. Amen."
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2nd. The next particular we are to consider is God's sovereignty in
punishment. It is an awe-striking subject. "Who would not fear
Thee, 0 King of nations 1 for to Thee doth it appertain. . . . But the
Lord is the t.rue God, He is the living God and an everlasting King:
at His wrath the earth shall tremble, and the nations shall not be itble
to abide His indignation" (Jer. x. 7, 10). 'We would, then, approach
the solemn matter with reverence. It may be looked into, because it
is revealed. Well may we tremblingly look into it, for we deserve
punishment.
Punishment must follow sin as God is just. Properly speaking, it
is evil inflicted for sin. To allow sin to pass unpunished is impossible
with God. This flows from His justice; that is, from His nature.
Punishment by Him is true and righteous. If He failed to punish sin
part of His glory would be wanting, His justice would be dimmed,
His praise would be lessened. "And after these things I heard a great
voice of much people in heaven, saying, Alleluia; salvation and glory
and honour and power unto the Lord our God: for true and righteous
are His judgments: for He hath judged the great whore, which did
corrupt the earth with her fornication, and hath avenged the blood of
His servants at her hand. And again they said, Alleluia. And her
smoke rose up for ever and ever" (Rev. xix. 1-3).
Punishment comes through law-law which has been broken. Law
imposes duty. Here is man's responsibility. It was Adam's duty not
to eat of the forbidden tree (Gen. iii. Il). His everlasting duty is
found within the limits of the law. "Fear God, and keep His commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. For God shall bring
every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good,
or whether it be evil" (Eccles. xii. 13, 14). Without law there could
be no sin; "for where no law is, there is no transgression" (Rom. iv.
15). The law is a straight line for man to walk by. It tells him
what to do. "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind,
and thy neighbour as thyself" (Luke x. 27). Paul teaches that this
law is engraved on the hearts of all men by natnre, and that therefore
it is older than the above form (Rom. ii. 14).
In the love which the law written in our hearts commands, we
may safely say that reverence for the Divine Majesty is included,
with an implicit belief aud perfect doing of whatever He in His most
rightful and jealous sovereignty has revealed to be believed and done.
Has He revealed the invisible things of Himself in creation 1 it is
our duty to believe and embrace that revelation and glorify
Him with thankfulness: "For the invisible things of Him from
the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by
the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead;
so that they are without excuse: because that, when they knew
God, they glorified Him not as God, neither were thankful:
but became vain in their imaginatioBs, and their foolish heart
was darkened" (Rom. i. 20, 21). Because God has given the Bible,
we are responsible to Him for our treatment of that sacred Book in
all its statements, doctrines, threats, and teachings. It is wicked-.
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ncss to hate instruction and cast God's 'Vord behind our backs
(Psalm 1. 16, 17). And surely, when He brings His First-begotten
into the world and calls on the angels of God to worship Him, it
is the highest wickedness to despise Him. Christ is the image
of the invisible ~God, the Frstborn of every creature. And can
any son of Adam fail to worship Him, despise, or hate Him,
and not be called to account by the law and found guilty 1
We are told that " all manner of sin and blasphemy against
the Son of Man shall be forgiven" (Matt. xii. 31) j but how
can there be sin arid blasphemy against Him if it is not our duty
to reverence, worship, and honour the Son even as the Father 1
This honouring of Christ as God is quite apart from, does not
involve, a saving knowledge of Him; and for' this, doubtless, all
are held responsible, wherever the Gospel has been preached
(Matt. xi. 21-24.; John xv. 22, 23). Here I repeat, in these
things is our duty, our responsibility. Our breach of duty renders
our punishment necessary. Sin must be punished j but the kind,
measure, and time of pUllishment, and whether to be inflicted on
the guilty person himself or on a Surety provided for him by God
-all this depends 011 divine sovereignty. Where all equally deserve
it, it rests absolutely with thc Sovereign to inflict it on whom He
will. Sin must be punished in the natm'e in which it is committed.
A Surety, possessing the same nature, may be punished and the
principal go free. And since it is God's sovereign will that some
shall go free, the death of Christ as a substitute for them is a
nccessity.
"Without shedding of blood is no remission." In
punishing Christ as the Surety for His people, infinite justice
dcalt Him its heaviest stroke. "The Lord hath laid on Him the
iniquity of us all." Therefore it "pleased Him to bruise Him:
He hath put Him to grief" (Isaiah liii.). 'rhos was the law
magnified and made hOllourable, justicc perfectly satisfied, and love
gloriously diHplayed. In the smitten Saviour mercy and truth met
together, righteollsness and peacc kiss8d each other, and the door
of faith was opened, never to be shut till all for whom He was
smitten are brought home into the bosom of eternal goodness.
Love bore griefs and carried SOlTOWS which justice made necessary
to be borne, endured the death which justice necessarily inflicted.
Here is seen by the Church in awful grandeur divine sovereignty
in puniShment. "0 the depth of the riches both of the wisdom
and knowledgt; of God! how unsearchable are His judgments, and
His ways past tinding out!" (Rom3.ns xi. 33.)
I close this paper on God's sovereignty with one or two reflections.
1st. 'Vhat an unspeakable mercy it is to be made truly alive
to our natural relationship to God. ''''le are subjects. Obedience
'Ve cannot absolve ourselves from relationship,
is due from U~.
from obligations to God. Our fall, our guilt, blindness, ignorance,
and universal helplessness afford us no relief, no excuse.
Our
original duty stands j God maintains His rightful claim.
How
unspeakably miserable, then, is our state-to have a nature really
empty of goodness;
under a law which binds us to God and
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i1emands that we shall be full of goodn8f:>.s; ·bound. to love and
obey, but full of enmity and living in disobedience!
2nd. We can never be thankful enough jf the Holy Ghost has
entered our hearts as a Spirit of conviction and made us sensible
of the condemned, dead, and miserable state we are born in; if He
has laid open to our view God's holy law, His righteous and terrible
anger against us for our sins; if He ha& thereby stopped our
mouths and made us justify Him in our helpless, hopeless, and
everlasting condemnation in the law. It, is heavy work for a
sinner to labour under such misery, to find that the only law he
knows as yet allows no room for hope, shows no place of repentance,
makes no sort of composition with sinful debtors. It. is, however,
salutary work. Legal dispair, self-despair, amI Gospel hope are
nearer neighbours than sinners under a law-work can believe or
imagine possible. Besides, how can we .,ec and love the glory of
God in salvation before we have &een ,md exceedingly feared and
quaked at the terrible sight of it in Lhe law ~ 'Ve cannot bless
Him for saving us before we justify Him in condemning us.
3rd. How amazing, humbling, and melting is justifying grace
as made known and applied by the Spirit of I.]hrist! "Five hundred
pence" forgiven, "all manner of sin and blasphemy!" "I have
blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgrel;sions, and, as a cloud,
thy sins." Oh the wonders of the Gospel, the glories of Christ, the
power of His blood! It is unspeakably sweet for one who has
laboured under the power of enmity, hardness, and bondage, to
find love, sweet, soft repentance, and the glorious liberty of Christ,
filling all his soul, distilling their heavenly influence through his
hitherto distracted, unappeased conscience! God the Father, Goel
the Son, and God the Holy Ghost-one God, is supremely loved.
With humility and love the happy soul can look on Paul's solemn
word to the Roman Church :-" Behold, therefore, the goodness and
severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but toward thee,
goodness, if thou continue in His goodness: otherwise thou also
shalt be cut off" (Rom. xi. 22)-Goodness, infinite goodness ill
providing a Surety, a Substitute, Jesus Christ, in revealing Him
in the heart of one so utterly unworthy. Severity on those who
are left in their sins and just condemnation-se"Verity, not injustice.
"Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above
all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in
us, unto Him be glory in the Church by Christ Jellus throughout
all ages, world without end. Amen."
"A JUST man falleth seven t.imes and ~·iseth again." He falls not
so as to lie where he fell, which is the <-,ase of apostates and licentious professors.- BerTidge.
WE lost eYerything in the First Adaru; we were undone hy one
transgression, and nothing but the blacknelSs of despair would lw,\'e
been ours for ever, had it not been f,)r the interposition of the

Saviour.-Howels.
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"'rHESE PROMISES."
MR. JAMES WRIGHT, OF BRISTOL, ON 2 CORINTHIANS vii. l.
'I'HE power of the promises of God in the work of sanctification is
brought before us in verse 1, and in 2 Peter i. 4. In both these
passages we have this truth, that the promises of God form one
powerful inducement and aid to practical holiness, which shows
how important it is that we should have these promises kept bright in
our experience, and how essential it is that ministers of the ''''lord
should make these promises prominent in their ministry.
This word "having" should be noticed. In connection with the
promises, we have the statement in Hebrews xi. that the saints of old
saw them "afar off," and "greeted," or "saluted" (the R.V. is
more in keeping with the context, for you can't "embrace" a person
at a distance, but you can salute him), but did not" receive" them;
that means, did not receive the fulfilment of them. But what a contrast our position is! How many of the promises are like a person
appearing in the distance, whom we cannot embrace, but whom we
salute, and how many are actually in our possession! There is the
great promise that includes all others, the promise of the Messiah.
'fhat Was in the distance; type after type of the shadowy ritual of
Israel pointed to the coming of One afar off, and the prophecies
became more and more distinctly Messianic as the ages weut on, but
still, the promise was not actually in possession till in the fulness of
time God sent His Son, and so to us it is a fulfilled promise.
Then there was another promise more darkly hinted at-the promise
of the Spirit. That is a fulfilled promise in our case, fulfilled on the
Day of Pentecost. God has a fulness of time for the fulfilment of
every promise. He is never before His time, and never behind. If
He give a promise, He is certain to fulfil it at the appointed moment.
But there is another promise, "Surely I come quickly." That promise
stands in relation to us just as the promises of the Messiah and of the
Holy Ghost stood to the saints of old. These Clouds have not yet
parted, the blessed Christ has not yet appeared, "without sin unto
salvation." But He will,. as He came the first time, and as the Holy
Ghost came, so He will come in "the fulness of time," and we are
waiting for it. And this is one of the promises which exert such a
sanctifying power, for "every man that hath this hope in Him
purifieth himself." This is just a parallel expression to "cleanse our·
selves;" it is a thing to be constantly attended to.
There are many of these promises. They are like the stars on a
clear night, you can't count them.
The promises are God's own
"milky way" in the Scriptures, and everyone of them in Christ is
"Yea and Amen," God's warrant of their fulfilment. And for our
happiness we should have a clear sky, and always look up at these
promises.
Another thing. This wonderful man, this unique servant of Christ
(1 rlUppose no servant of the Lord J eSllS ever attained to such fellowloihip with Him), this man says, "Our flesh had no rest." Just think
of the Apostle Paul being restless. It is encouraging and comfortiJ:g

/"

r
\

t564

Tile Gospet M agaszne.

to think that this great man was a man still, of flesh and blood, and of
like passions with ourselves, and could be affected by cirHe appears to be feeling the loss of a kindred
cumstances.
spirit in service. Just think of it. When one with whom we
have had sweet fellowship is taken away, how lonely we are! "We
were troubled on every side,"-external troubles perhaps; "manifold
temptations," Peter calls them, as though they were like Job's messengers
from the north, south, east and west, all converging on his soul at
one moment. His soul had no rest, and his flesh had no rest. He
does not mean by flesh he1'e what is meant in Rom'l.ns viii, but
his physical frame; he had nerves, and a brain, and a liver, no doubt;
and these things sometimes leaden the atmosphere, and make everything look so dark. ~ow Paul, when in this state of restfulness,
says, "Nevertheless, God." Oh, that is magnificent! Now, is there
ever a circumstance in our experience when we cannot say, "Nevertheless God"? It ii5 the very parallel to Ephesians ii., where the Apostle,
describes our condition by nature, "Dead in trespasses and sins,'"
&c. "But God --." And just as God meets us in our state of
nature, raises us up, ctnd seai s us in the heavenly places, so He does
in this condition of restlessness, restoring peace in the most trying
circumstances. " The God of all Comfort," this is one of the titles of
our God and Father. "'fhe Father of the fatherless," "The God of
patience," "The God of hope," these are blessed titles. But how
the heart of God comes out in this, "God, 'Who conifO'rteth thuse
1.cho aTe cast clown!" Tt reminds one of the Psalmist's words, " I
was brought low, and He helped me," plait!ly showing that the low
place is the meeting place with God, and that the eye of the Lord
rests on the righteous in a way that it does not upon the great
mass of created beings. We have three stages, as it were: "He
beholdeth all the "ons of men," takes in with one mighty, infinite
glance everything that His hands have made, down to the little sparrows,
whose death He notes. Then, His eyes are fastened on "the righteous,"
on those brought nigh to Him by blood, those invested with the
perfect robe of the righteousness of the Lord J eSllS. Hi~ eyes are
on them in particular. Then, out of these, there is another inner
ring still; the most helpless and needy, the weakest, the most
restless, and the most troubled, are the very objects of God's care.
So let us take thil5 to heart, that the more I am troubled, the
more I am the special object of regard to my Father's heart.
'fhis balances everything: "If God be for us, who then can be
against us?" What evil can befall me? Every seeming evil will
be transmuted into blessing, sooner or later.
One other point. What a vast difference there is, dear friend~,
between our sori'owl5 and the sorrows of the world! (verse 10.) Our
sorrows may be very keen~ very various, and very great in their
aggravation, but what are they all? They are the ministers of God
to us for good, and everyone of them shall be what Caleb said the
Canaanites should be to Israel-" bread" for us.
Now, the Apostle
describes himself as ;< sorrowful, yet al way rejoicing." If, for
example, he was' sorrowing over the sins of his unregeneracy, he
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had the joy of the remembrance that in these very things Goel
employed him to stand as a pattern of long-suffering. If filled with
sorrow because of the consciousness of indwelling sinfulness, there
was compensation, namely, victory.
If in heavier sorrow still
because of the inconsistent walk of professed believers, yet
there is a compensating joy in the midst of this deepest sorrow,
for he brings in immediately the hope of the Lord's return
(Phi!. iii. 18-21).
But for "the sorrow of the world" there is no antidote. How
can there be for the sorrow of one without God and without Christ,
and that can never look for a morning 1 As long as I can look for
a morning, I need never despair, but if not in Christ, I can only
10Jk for an eternal night of separation from God.
Oh, then, beloved fellow-believers, let us remember that our
sorrow is never hopeless sorrow, and all our sorrows will be
transmuted into joys, so that, sooner or later, we shall see that
they were the richest blessings that God could bestow on us.
-- -- - - -

-----

SWEET THOUGHTS.
(MALACHI

iii. 16, 17.)

OH, dear children of God! you who fear and love Him, you who
often speak of Him, and of your spiritual condition, listen! Every
sigh, and tear, and prayer, and thought and struggle after holiness, is
entered in the book of God's remembrance!
The very thought
about God that you have long forgotten is noted in the book of
God's remembrance. The very observations you have made for the
honour of God, though weak and feeble, and long forgotten by you
and others, are all noted in God's book of remembrance; and the
Lord is saying to you, "They shall be Mine, saith the Lord of
hosts, in that day when I make up My jewels; and I will spare them
as a man spareth his own son that serveth nim."-Park,.
THE COVENANT OF GRACE.
AIJL the blessings of the Covenant of grace are laid up with Christ;
and He hath appointed this means, dear believer, for conveying
them to you, for He hath said, "This is My Body," and" This is My
Blood." Oh that our faith were but as steadfast as the Covenant is
sure! Thus we should make a feast of it indeed.
Our hearts
would be full of praises, thanksgiving, gratitude, love, and loyalty;
we should be dead to the world, alive to God, and longing to be
with Jesus, where He is, and we should be ever testifying in all
places that the everlasting Covenant is all our salvation and all our
desire.- Walker, of Truro.
THREE things which God reserves to Himself: 1. The revenge of
inj uries (Rom. xii.) 9). 2. The glory of deeds (Isaiah xlii.). 3. The
knowledge of secrets (Deut. xxix. 29.-Philip Henry.
3 A
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. JOHN BERRIDGE, M.A.
VICAR OF EVERTON, BEDS, A.D. 1751-1793.
THE portrait of the ever-to-be-revered Evangelical VICAR of EVERTO:'<, reproduced in our pages this month,originallyappeared in the GOSPEL MAGAZIKE
for July, 1774, namely, in the year preceding that in which the ]ley.
AUGUSTUS TOPLADY undertook the editorship.~' No letterpress, however,
accompanied the likeness, so that the materials of the following sketch
have been compiled from other sources. The work of tracing and
collecting these has been spiritually pleasurable, richly edifying, and
eminently confirmatory of our faith in the doctrines of the grace of
our God.
JOHN BERRIDGE was, unquest,ionably, one of the most potent
instruments of the great Evangelical Revival which the Holy Ghost
effected in our country during the latter half of the eighteenth
century. His call by soyereign grace was clear and emphatic. He
was led in paths of particular providence. His qualifications as a
student and a scholar fitted him for the sphere in which he moved.
His deep experimental knowledge of the great truths revealed in the
Holy Scriptures, his zeal for the extension and consolidation of the
kingdom of Christ on earth, and his singular gifts, both as a preacher
of the glorious Gospel and a sacred poet, have left a lasting impress 011
the religious history of England-and that none the less remarkably
because his merits were not recognized by Episcopal patrons of
ecclesiastical preferment, and he spent thirty-eight years of his
ministerial life in an obscure country parish. Truly, the way of our
God is in the sea, His path is in the great waters, and His footsteps are
not known. '1'he counsels of Jehovah concerning His servants on
earth-their call, their experience, their service, and testimony-must
stand, and all those things which to us now appear inexplicable will be
interpreted and vindicated in the day when the sons of God shall be
"manifested" (Rom. viii. 19).
The faithful man of God of whom we write was bom ~Iarch 1st,
1716, at Kingston, in the county of Notts, his father being a wealthy
farmer and grazier. J OHK was the eldest of four sons, and it had been
the intention of his father to bring him up to his business. But the
Divine purposes were otherwise, and the Lord had already said of him,
as of old He did conceming Saul of Tarsus :-" He is a chosen vessel unto
* The original portrait, executed on steel, bears the following words above it"Engra'Verifor the GOSPEL MAGAZINE," and below, "The Revd. JOHN BERRIDGE,
A.M. Published as the Act directs by Vallance and Simmons, No, 120, Chea~side,
July 1,1774." It would appe'1r that the plan of issuing a portrait with each
monthly number of the MAGAZINE was adopted by the publishers in the year
1774. The volumes from 1766 to-that date were not illustrated. In the preface to
the volume in which we find Mr. BERRIDGE'S portrait the EDITOR sa,ys :-" And
that we may do our utmost to render this work acceptab'e to Christians in
g~neral,we intend to give a Plate of the head of some eminent Minister of the Gospel,
either in the Establishment. or out of it, as we shall judge most suitable, with
each number; hereby signifying to our readers that we wish to lay aside those
little differences which only tend to promote prejudices, and to destroy the
benign influences of true piety and Christian affection among us."
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Me, to bear My name before the Gentiles; " nor that only, bLlt, "I will
show him how great things he must suffer for My name's sake."
Although the work of the Spirit in the heart of J ORN BERRIDGE wa"
far from being of the demonstrative n9.ture which characterized the
call of the great Apostle of the Gentiles, it was equally real, and
resulted in a ministerial life singularly prolific in glory to God and the
salvation of sinners.
BERRIDGE himself ascribes his first serious impressions to a remarkable circumstance which occurred in his boyhood.
" One
day, as he was returning from school, a boy, who lived near his
aunt (with whom, at Nottingham, he was residing), invited him into
his house, and asked if he might read to him out of the Bible. He
consented. This, however, being repeated several times, he began to
feel a secret aversion, and would gladly have declined if he had dared.
But having obtained the reputation of being pious, he was afraid tu
risk by refusal. One day, however, as he was returning from a fair,
where he had been spending a holid>ty, he hesitated to pass the door
of his neighbour, lest he should be invited as before. The boy, however, was waiting for him, and not only invited him to come in and
read the Bible, but also asked if they should pray together. It wa,,;
then that BERRIDGE began to perceive he was not right before God,
or else he wOllld not have felt the aversion that he did to the boy',,;
invitations. And such, he says, was the effect of that day's intervie\\',
that not long afterwards he himself began a similar practice
with his companions." At the age of fourteen he left school
and returned to his home at Kingston, with the intention of learning
his father's b'lsiness. For such a calling he had no aptitude, and at
length his father despaired of carrying out his proposals, and decided
to relinquish them. It is recorded that he thus addressed his son:
" J ORN, I find you cannot form any idea of the price of cattle, and ]
shall send you to Oollege to be a light to the Gentiles." It is probable
that a considerable time elapsed ere the disappointing son of the
Nottinghamshire grazier was entered at the University of Cambridge.
During this period of waiting he became acquainted with a godly tailor
in his neighbollrhood, who appears to have encouraged the serious
impressions of which he was the subject. Reading, prayer, and
religious conversation occupied much of his time, though his experience
of his sinful nature, and his knowledge of vital religion, were as yet
comparatively superficial. It was indeed "a day of small things,"
but the hand of the God of all grace was upon him for good, and
the blind was to be led by a path that he knew not. He gladly
availed himself of his father's offer to send him to Cambridge, and,
after preparation, he was entered at Clare Hall on October 28th,
1734, in the nineteenth year of his age. His Oollege course was marked
by diligent study, and his intellectual powers developed in a Wct)'
which bred great anticipations for his future. He took his degree
as RA. in 1738, and as M.A. in 1742; and about the same
time was elected Fellow of his College, and resided there, doing comparatively little till 1749. In spiritual things it would seem that he
declined during this period. He ,was a hard-reading man, and lll-ade
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such progress in every branch of literature that he obtained a high
reputation in the University as a thorough scholar. A clergyman,
who knew him well for fifty years, said that he was as familiar with
Greek and Latin as he was with his mother tongue. He himself
admitted that he sometimes read fifteen hours a day. One of the very
distinct traits in his nature was his love of humour. His scholarly wit
made him welcome in society. This cleverness served as a snare, and
the social sphere in which he shone brilliantly was far from being
helpful to his spiritual life. His acquaintance was much sought after
by people of high rank and position, and men like the elder PIT'l',
afterwards LORD CHATHAU, were among his intimate associates and
friends. "While he was at College," says the Rev. RICHARD WHITINGHAU, his biographer, "if it was known he would be present at any
public dinner, the table was sure to be crowded with company, who
were delighted with the singularity of his conversation and his witty
sayings. But, as 'evil communications corrupt good manners,' so
BERRIDGE speedily caught the spirit of his company, and drank in the
Soc.inian scheme of 1'eligion to such a degree that he lost all his serioLls
impressions, and discontinued private prayer for the space of ten
years, a few intervals excepted! In these intervals he would weep
bitterly, reflecting on his sad state of mind compared with what it
was when he first came to the University j and he would often say to
a fellow-student, afterwards an eminent clergyman, 'Oh, that it were
with me as in years past!'" Yet, as a Fellow of his College, it was
at this time he was ordained!
Referring to this step in the life of JOHN BERRIDGE, the late BISHOP
RILE wrote :-" No earthly condition appears to be so deadening to a
man's soul as the position of a resident Fellow of a College, and the
society of a common room at Oxford or Cambridge. If BERRIDGE fell
for a season before the influences brought to bear upon his soul at Clare
Hall, we must in justice remember that he was exposed to extraordinary
temptations.
How hardly shall resident Fellows of Colleges enter
the kingdom of God! It was a miracle of grace that he was not cast
away for ever, and did not sink beneath the waters never to rise again."
Ah, there was an omnipotent Hand which secretly kept Its hold upon
this "chosen vessel," and neither Satan nor error could pluck him
thence! Were it not so in the case of every subject of the sovereign
grace of our Covenant-keeping God, what flesh could be saved 1 In the
year 1749 the conscience of BERRIDGE was once more aroused, and some
revival of the old spiritual impressions took place. In that year, after
eleven years of apparent idleness, he felt a de3ire to be engaged in
ministerial work, and accepted the curacy of Stapleford, near Cambridge.
He had now reached the age of thirty-three. His preaching at this early
period of his clerical life is said to have been attractive, plain, and
striking. But it lacked power, and apparently was fruitless. The fact
was that he was really ignorant of the Gospel of God's grace. The'
leading doctrines of Evangdical truth were unknown, and little wonder
was it that his ministrations were a failure. But there can be no doubt
that he learned important lessons in his first curacy, which he remembered to the last day of his life. With reference to his ministry in
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the parish of Stapleford, he wrote in after years :-" You may ask,'
perhaps, what was my doctrine 7 Why, it was the doctrine that
any man will naturally hold whilst he continues in an unregenerate
state, namely, that we are to be justified partly by our
faith and partly by our works. This doctrine I preached for
six years, at a curacy, which I served from College; and though I
took some extraordinary pains, and pressed sanctification upon them
very earnestly, yet they continued as unsanctified as before, and not
one soul was brought to Christ. There was, indeed, a little more of the
form of religion in the parish, but not a whit more of the power."
Tracing his persunal progress in a knowledge of God's way of
salvation, and the leadings of the Divine Providence, he says :-" At
length I removed to Everton,"" where I have lived altogether. Here
again I pressed sanctification and regeneration as vigorously as I
could; but finding no success, after two years' preaching in this
manner, I began to be discouraged, and now some secret misgivings
arose in my mind, that I was not l'ight myself.
Those misgivings grew stronger, and at last very painful.
Being then
brought under great doubts, I cried unto the Lord very earnestly,
'Lord, if I am right, keep me so; if I am not right, make me so.
Lead me to the knowledge of the truth as it is in J eSlls.' After about
ten days' crying unto the Lord, He was pleased to return an answer to
my prayers, and in the following wonderful manner. As I was sitting
in my house one morning, and musing upon a text of Scripture, the
following words were darted into my mind with wonderful power, and
seemed, indeed, like a voice from heaven, namely, 'Cease from thine
own works.' Before I heard these words, my mind was in a very
unusual calm; but as soon as I heard them, my soul was in a tempest
directly, and tears flowed from my eyes like a torrent. The scales fell
from eyes immediately, and I now clearly saw the rock I had been
splitting on for near thirty years. Do you ask what this rock was 7
vVhy, it was some secret reliance on my own own works for salvation. I had hoped to be saved partly in my own name, and partly in
Christ's name; though I am told there is salvation in no other name,
I had hoped
except in the name of Jesus Christ (Acts iv. 12).
to be saved partly through my own works, and partly
through Christ's merits; though I am told we are saved by grace
through faith, and not of works (Ephes. ii. 7, 8). I had hoped to make
myself acceptable to God partly through my own good works, though
we are told that we are accepted through the Beloved (Ephes. i. 6). I
had hoped to make my peace with God partly through my own
obedience to the law, though I am told that peace is only to be had
by faith (Rom. v. 1). I had hoped to make myself a child of God by
sanctification, though we are told that we are made the children of
God by faith in Christ Jesus (Gal. iii. 26). I had thought that re.. The Benefice of Everton, Beds, was, and still is, in the gift of Clare
College. The population of the parish is now set down as 215, but what it
was during the thirty-eight years of BERRIDGE'S ministrations does not appear.
The present gross value of the Vicarage is stated in the Cleryy List to be £210,
with a house.
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generation, the new birth, or new creature, consisted in sanctification,
but now I know it consists in faith (1 John v. 1). Compare also these
two passages together, Gal. vi. 15, and Gal. v. 6, where you will find
that the new creature is faith working by love. The Apostle adds
these words, 'working by love,' in order to distinguish a living faith
from a dead one. When we are justified, it is done freely, that is,
graciously, without any the least merit of ours, and solely by the grace
of God through Jesus Christ (Rom. iii. 24-28). . . . . And now, heal'
what is the rise and progress of true religion in the soul of man. When
the Spirit of God has convinced any person that he is a child of wrath,
and under the curse 0f God (in which state everyone continues to be
till he has received Jesus Christ into his heart by faith), then the heart
of such a one becomes broken for !'lin ; then, too, he feels what he never
knew before, that he has no faith, and accordingly laments his evil
heart of unbelief. In this state men continue, some a longer, some a
less, time, till God is pleased to work faith in them. And now let me
point out to you the grand delusion "'hich had liked to have ruined
my soul. I saw very early something of the unholiness of my nature,
and the necessity of being born again.
Accordingly, I watched,
prayed, and fasted too, thinking to pnrify my heart by these means;
whereas, it can only be purified by faith (Acts xv. 0). Watching,
praying, and fasting ar.:l necessary duties, but I, like many others,
placed some secret reliance on them, thinking they were to do that
for me, in part at least, which Christ only could. The truth is,
though I saw myself to be a sinner, and a great sinner, yet I did not
see myself an utter, lost sinner, and therefore I could not come
to Jesus Christ alone to save me. I despised ,the doctrine of justification by faith alone, looking on it as a foolish and dangerous doctrine.
I was not yet stript of all my righteousness, could not consider it
as filthy rags, and therefore I went about to establish a righteousness
of my own, and did not submit to the righteousness of God by faith
(Rom. x. 3). I did not seek after righteousness through faith, but
as it were by the works of the law. Thus I stumbled and fell (Rom.
ix. 31, 32). In short, to use a homely similitude, I put the justice
of God into one scale, and as many good works of my own as I could
into the other; and when I found, as I always did, my own good
works not to be a balance to the Divine justice, I then threw in
Christ as a make-weight. And this everyone really does, who hopes
for salvatiqn, partly by doing what he can for himself, and relying
on Christ for the rest. But Christ will either be a whole SavioUl'
or none at all."
BERRIDGE next proceeds to tell of the 'll'onderful result to his
public ministry of his finding peace with God through faith in
the merits of Christ alone. "As soon as God had opened my
eyes," he writes, "and showed me the true way of salvation, I
began immediately to preach it. This was strange doctrine to
my hearers. They were surprised, alarmed, and vexed. The old
man, the carnal nature, was stirred up, and railed, and opposed the
truth. However, the minds of most were seized with some convictions,
and the hearts of some were truly broken for sin, so that they came to
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me as those mentioned in the Acts, thoroughly pricked in the heart,
and crying out with strong and hitter cries, 'What must we do to
be saved l' I then laid the promises before them, and told them if
they found themselves under the curse, Christ was ready to deliver
them from it; if they were really weary and heavy laden, Christ
would give them rest; if their hearts were broken for sin, and they
looked to Christ, He would heal them. I exhorted them also to
thank God for these convictions, assuring them it was a token for
good to their souls. For God must first smite the heart before He
can heal it (Isaiah xix. 22). I generally found that they received
comfort from the promises; and though they complained much of
the burden of sin, and of an evil heart of unbelief, yet they
always went away refreshed and comforted.
Many have come
to me in this manner, and more are continually coming; and
though some fall off from their first convictions, yet others cleave steadfastly unto the Lord. They begin to rejoice in Him, and to love Him;
they love His Word, and meditate much upon it; they exercise themselves in prayer, and adorn their profession by a suitable life and conversation. And now let me make one reflection. I preached up
sanctification very earnestly for six years in a former parish, and never
brought one soul to Christ. I did the same at this parish fOl' two
years, without any success at all ; but as soon as ever I preached Jesus
Christ, and faith in His blood, then believers were added to
the Church continually; then people flocked from all parts to
heal' the glorious sound of the Gospel, some coming six miles,
others eight, and others ten, and that constantly!"
The effect of this divine change in himself and in his ministry
deeply humbled BERRlDGE, the more so when he reflected that twenty
years of his life had been spent to no better purpose than to confirm
his hearers in ignorance. He therefore burned all his old sermons,
and even wept with joy over their destruction.
The work in his soul was distinctly that of the Holy Spirit,
for he does not appear to have had any Evangelical acquaintances to teach and to counsel him.
As we recently pointed
out in our article on the Rev. VVU,JJIAM ROllIAINE, men full
of faith and the Spirit were raised up in various parts of
England at that remarkable religious crisis, many of whom were
taught of God in secret, and without any interdependence on one
another. An interesting incident is recorded which shows us how in
His inscrutable providence the Lord leads on His ministering servants,
and further qualifies them for extended usefulness. It had been
BERRIDGE'S custom in the days of his semi-illumination to write his
discourses in full. But his heavenly Master, having hidden purposes
to use his voice, as a faithful herald of the good tidings of salvation
by free grace, to thousands beyond the limited confines of the parish
of Everton, designed to set him free from straitened academical
methods, and to endow him with ability to deliver the gloriou>;
message with all the warmth and reality of present inspiration. Mr.
"VHITTIXGHAM'S biography relates the story.
On an occasion, not
long after his being led into the enjoyment of personal justification
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by faith, he was invited to preach a "Club Sermon." He essayed to
prepare a uyritten discourse, as usual, but so great was the pressure
on his time arising from interviews with distressed souls, that he was
compelled to abandon his work of composing the sermon, and to
decide to use one of those recently preached by him at Evertoll.
" On the Sabbath evening, one of his hearers informed him of his intention to accompany him the next day. This was an unwelcome
intimation, and he endeavoured to dissuade him from his resolution,
but to no purpose. Upon this, he resolved to rise very early, and
compose his sermon at the place where it was to be delivered, that
he might not be interrupted by the visits of the people.
In going
he comforted himself that there would be but a small congregation,
and that a long discourse might be dispensed with. Bnt, to his great
surprise, on his arrival, he was informed that all the clergy and people
of the neighbouring parishes were come to hear him. This wrought
up his mind to such a degree of agitation as absolutely incapacitated
him from study, and he therefore was obliged to ascend the pulpit and
preach, bona fide, an extempore sermon." Now, our readers will
adoringly admire the gracious dealings of the Lord in leading His
honoured servant onward into paths of greatly increased usefulness and
influence. "God wonderfully and most agreeably disappointed hi" fears
by affording him such extraordinary assistance as enabled him to rise
superior to all his embarrassment, and to command the most solemn
attention from his numerous audience." WHITTINGHAM well observes,
"This was a happy event for himself and others, as it released him from
the toil of writing his sermons before he delivered them (for he never
after penned a discourse, except on a very particular occasion), and
gave him the opportunity of preaching more frequently, not only at
home but in the adjacent villages."
His ardent zeal for the spread of the Gospel of God's sovereign
grace now impelled him to enttr every open door of opportunity to
magnify the name of the LORD JESUS CHRIS'l'.
Not more than
six months after his realization of the liberty where"'ith Christ had
made him free, we find him itinerating in various directions. His
first sermon out of doors was preached on May 14, 1759, as appe;;,rs
in a letter which we will (D.V.) reproduce next month.
THE EDITOR.
(To be contimted.)

CAST disgrace upon the humble heart causelessly, and he cures it
thus: he thinks worse of himself than any man else can do; and
if they would make him vile and loathsome, he is more vile in his
own eyes than they can make him.-Isaac Ambrose.
"EXCEPT a man be born of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the
kingdom of God" (John iii. 5). 'l'his Scripture shows not only the
necessity of being born again, but withal, it must be the Spirit
who must do it, or it will not be done; for no man can so much
as say, "Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Spirit" (1 Cor. xii. 2).
-Thomas Goodw£n, D.D.
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MULTUM IN PARVO.
THE Knw, in response to a request from the MARQUIS of NORTHAMPTOK,
the President of the British and Foreign Bible Society, has consented
that the Bible to be presented GO him at the Coronation in June next
by the ARCHBISHOP of CANTERRURY shall be the gift of the Society.
It is expected that the form of service used at the coronation of QUEEN
VICT01UA will be again followed, with needful alterations. If so, the
words to be employed, says the official Reprfrter of the Society, will
be as follows :-" Our Gracious KING: we present you with this
Book, the most valuable thing that this world affords.
Here is
wisdom; this is the Royal Law; these are the lively Oracles of God.
Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this Book:
that keep, and do, the things contained in it. For these are the
words of Eternal Life, able to make you wise and happy in this world,
nay, wise unto salvation, and so happy for evermore, through Faith
which is in Christ Jesus; to whom be glory for ever. Amen."-The
first official act of the new BISHOP of EXETER has greatly disappointed
local Protestants.
It appears that the Rev. G. B. BERRY, Vicar of
Emmanuel Church, Plymouth, recently announced that he had obtained
the permission of the BISHOP to invite any Nonconformist who liked
to come to a "united service of Holy Communion."
Dr. RYLE,
however, promptly wrote to deny that he had given his permission
for a proceeding which would be " contrary to the discipline
and order of our Church," and ordered Mr. BERRY, if he had issued such
an invitation, to recall it. BISHOP RYLE adds that he does not desire
"to be supposed to be in any way associated with the movement."The British and Foreign Bible Society and the Religious Tract
Society have received very handsome bequests from the estate of the
late Mr. SAMUEL COCKER, junior, of Sunny Bank, Sheffield, who was
a prominent member of the Wesleyan Methodist Connexion in
Sheffield. By his will Mr. COCKER left the whole of his residuary
estate to Messrs. JOHN PERCY COLLIER and CHARLES AR'l'HUR KIRKBY,
whom he appointed his executors. By a memorandum, which had
.not the effect of a will, found among Mr. COCKER'S papers, it
appeared, however, that he wished the bulk of his residuary estate to
be divided equally between the two Societies above mentioned.
Messrs. COLLIER and KIRKBY have acted upon the wishes thus
expressed, and have paid to each Society the sum of £19,500.
According to the terms of the memorandum the share of the British and
Foreign Bible Society is to be expended in the production and circulation of translations of the Holy Scriptures, or portions of them, in
languages into which they have not already been translated, and the share
of the Religious Tract Society is be expended in the production and
gratuitous circulation of anti-Papist and anti-Ritualistic literature.A Berlin correspondent writes :-" As a counterpart to the conversion
·of the aged LAXDGRAVINE to the Roman Catholic Church, the Lutherans
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can now claim a convert of rank to their religious tenets. It is
announced that PRINCESS HEINRICH XIX. REuss, nee PRINCESS ZU
HOHENLOHE-OEHRINGEN, has renounced the Roman Catholic faith at
the age of fifty-two, and after being married for twenty-four years,
and has become a Protestant. The family of HOHENLOHE-OEHRINGEN
is by tradition Lutheran; but the late PRINCE, father of the lady we
are speaking of, married a Roman Catholic, PRINCESS PAULINE VON
FURSTENBERG, and it was agreed at the nuptials that the sons
should be brought up as Protestants and the daughters as Roman
Catholics. The eldest daughter was PRINCESS MARIE. She married
a Protestant, PRINCE HEINRICH XIX. REuss, who is a Prussian General of Division at Metz.
This lady has now
seceded from Rome and accepted her husband's faith.From the New Y07·k Times we learn that at a meeting which 1\"as called
to organize thE' new Syn()d of Mexico of the Presbyterian Church, the
Rev. Dr. A. WOODRUFF HALSEY, one of the Secretaries of the Pre:;byterian Foreign Board, represented the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, North. The meeting was held in Mexico City, July 6th
to 9th. Dr. HALSEY has just returned to New York. Speaking of religious conditions in Mexico, he said: "Protestantism in Mexico is making
great advances, and although it is still a Roman Catholic country, the
liberal policy of PRESIDEN'r DIAZ and his Government has done much
to help our Churches. Men are selected as heads of public schools
with regard only for their ability, and Protestants are selected as well
as those of other religious faiths.
This liberality has come only in
comparatively recent years. In connection with this meeting was an
incident that is suggestive of the work done by Protestant missions.
After the conference a large party of the young folks left for their
homes on one train. At one of the stations where it stopped, a man
who was selling pulque. the native liquor, tried to get aboard. ' You
cannot sell pulque on this train,' he was told. With a grunt of disgust he turned away, muttering 'Protestants.' Mexico is now very
progressive, but there is one serious drawback in Mexico. It is the
illiteracy of the people. There are 13,000,000 inhabitants of the
country, and of these 10,000,000 can neither read nor write, and of those
who can read, not one in twenty has a book of his own. Before many
years a very different story will be told of the educational condition of
the people."-" C. R" writes to the English Chu,1'chrnan :-" While our
fellow-countrymen have been laying down their lives by thousands to
maintain and uphold England's claim in South Africa, our land at home
is being quietly taken possession of by the foreigner. The passing of the
Associations Bill in France is causing many of the monks and nuns to
leave that country; and, alas! to think of England as a place where
they can settle themselves comfortably. Already we hear of the
arrival in the Isle of Wight, one of the choicest and fairest spots in
0111' land, of a number of monks of the Benedictine
Order, to be
followed shortly by nuns of the same order. It is said also that a
company of Assumptionists, under FATHER BAII.LY, whose paper, La
Cl'oix, is credited with the bitterest hostility to England, is coming
to settle in London. Now, if the presence of these monks and nuns
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be undesired by their own countrymen and co-religionists, it is pretty
certain that their presence will be disadvantageous to us, a Protestant
nation. This invasion of Romish priests and nuns who are settling
themselves in this country-spreading their erroneous and false
religion in our midst-unless checked, will be it source of serious
danger to us. One who has travelled a great deal in Europe the last
few years said, 'I believe things are working up for a great religious
war.' When are we apathetic English people going to rouse ourselves
and deal firmly with these and other grave problems in our midst 1" The so-called" Catholic Truth Society" held high festival at N ewcastleon-Tyne last month, and "CARDINAL" VAUGHAN delivered a carefullyprepared address on "Topics of the Day." It is stated that his
audience comprised 5,000 people. The English Ohunhman referring to
the function observes :-" A decidedly wet blanket was cast upon the
proceedings, however, by the eminent Roman prelate himself, who
began his speech by renouncing his belief in the 'holy bones' which
the Pope lately procured from Toulouse on his petition, and which he
had proposed to deposit as 'relics' in his brand new brick cathedral at
Westminster. Of these bones -which' His E~nKEKcE ' received in great
state at Arundel Castle a few weeks ago-he openly said on Monday : , I'Ve all believed them to be the bones of ST. EmwND the KING.' But
a free Press had to be reckoned with. The monkish imposition could
not endure the searchlight of truth, and the whole tissue of Papal
legends and myths has been dissolved.
Referring to the letter of
Sir ERNEST CLARKE to the Times on Thursday-a crushing scientific
analysis of the 'evidence' on which the Royal claims of the
bones depended - Dr. VAUGHAK
said :-' I confess that Sir
ERNEST CLARKE'S evidence seems to me, who am, however,
far from being an
expert,
overwhelming and conclusive.'
This is highly satisfactory as far as it goes.
But, as the
Times, in a pungent leader on Tuesday, wants to know, what
becomes of the infallibility of 'the Church' when a blunder of such
magnitude can be committed 1-1'he Royal Declaration and the
Education question were dilated upon by Dr. VAUGHAN, and with
these we deal in our leading columns. He also offered an apologia
for his action in arranging for the reception in London of 'Father'
BAILLY, the notorious French Assumptionist, and Editor of Let 01'01":.
He avoided, however, the main point, which we and other organs in
the press have urged, namely, that he is expressing his confidence in
and approval of this English-hating priest by putting him in charge of
work in the Metropolis. The last has certainly not been heard of
this reprehensible act, occurring at a time when the neighbouring
republic is seeking to curb the seditious doings of the Papal Orders.
The Assumptionists in France have shown themselves to be practically
Anarchists. "
WE hear of high and honourable alliances amon~ our fellow creatures,
all sink into nothing when contrasted with the alliance of the Church
of Christ.-Howels.
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LESSONS FROM ENGLAND'S CRISIS OF 1688.
A TmELY REPRINT.
SCARCELY are there more instructive pages in the annals of our country
than those which record the short and inglorious reign of J AMES the
SECOND. We were brought, at that critical period, to the very verge
of a disaster, the greatest that can befall a Christian nation. vVe
were rescued by a deliverance so memorable that it ought to call
forth our ceaseless gratitude, and be commemorated with songs of
praises-as our Church directs that it should-Cl from generation to
generation." They were no imaginary da,ngers which then surrounded
us.
Two circnmstances in particular contributed to favour the
designs of the KIlm. or rather of the Court and emissaries of
One was, the stern
Rome, of which he was the willing agent.
loyalty and readiness to comply with the monarch's wishes which
then characterized the English nation; the other was, the practical
infidelity and undisguised licentiousness so unhappily prevalent in
the preceding reign.
These three tremendous elements of evilPopery, Infidelity, and Libertinism-ever act and re-act, one upon the
other. Men who are wholly indifferent to religion, are readily inducecl
to exchange the outward form of it, especially when dazzled by the
prospect of advancement and Court favour. Those who have a conscience ill at ease, but hearts unchanged, are the ready dupf's of a
system, which has" a sop for conscience when it bleeds for dread, and
sin for passion when that dread is o'er."
James was not scrupulous as to the adoption of any measure
which might promote the object on which his whole soul was bent.
The laws stood in his way. He therefore laid claim to a dispensing
power, as the prerogative of the Crown under certain circumstancesthat is to say, as often as he thought fit to exercise it.
The
absolute illegality of such a principle had been already established.
The opinion of all the Judges was against it, as well as that of the
King's own Council.
But this mattered not; they \,ere removed
from office, and persons more obsequious to the Royal will substituted instead. Commissions in the army were consequently granted
to men unqualified by their religion to serve, and ecclesiastical
preferments were bestowed upon Romanists, "ho celebrated mass
To be of his own Church was, in the
openly in the churches.
KIKG'S view, the first of all qualifications for office; to be of the
national Church was a positive disqualification.
Romanists were
introduced into every department of the pll blic service.
The great
officers of State were at length nearly all Romanists. In defiance
of two Acts of Parliament, drawn up in the strictest terms, a new
Court of High Commission was set up, and seven Commissioners,
chosen by the Kem, were invested with full authority over the
whole Church of England. 'l'he Universities were opened to the
intrusion of Romanists, and heads of Colleges of that persuasion
forced upon unwilling electors. Four Romish bishops, consecrated in
the Chapel Royal, were sent through the kingdom to exercise their
episcopal functions, under the title of Apostolic Vicars; and their
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pastoral letters were printed by the KING'S printer, and distributed
throughout the kingdom. The KING disregarded promises which he
had made in the face of the whole world, and violated laws to which
he had pledged himself in the most solemn manner.
To all these me!J,sures of aggression succeeded the celebrated
"Declaration for liberty of conscience," constructed so as to grant
toleration to all Dissenters, but designed to be wholly subservient to
Popish ascendancy. On the second publication of this indulgence, it
was ordered to be read in the time of Divine service on two successive
Sundays, in all churches and chapels in the kingdom.
But the nation was now effectually aroused. Englishmen, although
possessing far inferior means for the diffusion of knowledge, were
not then so ill informed as to the genius and actings of Popery
as they would seem to be at present.
The massacre of St. Bartholomew, the conspiracies of ELIZABETH'S reign, the gunpowder
treason, the Popish intrigues of the reign of CHARLES I., had scarcely
passed away from the national recollection.
'l'he plots, whether
real or feigned, of the preceding reign, had kept the popular mind
in a ferment.
The clergy of that day, whatever might be their
deficiences, spared no pains to warn their flocks against the errors
of Rome.
Even the mild and moderate TILLOTSON did not hesitate
to declare that, in his judgment, Pagans who had never he>lrd of
the name of Christ, and who were guided only by the light of nature,
were more trustworthy members of civil society than men who had been
educated in the schools of Popish casuists. Whilst LOCKE, pre-eminent
amongst laymen for his advocacy of toleration, much doubted whether
a Church which taught that no faith should be kept with heretics, had
any claim to such an indulgence. Britons awoke to defend their liberty;
Christians" trembled for the ark of God;" and all classes of themProtestant Dissenters as well as Churchmen-well knew in that hour
of danger the value of England's Church, as the very safeguard of our
religion, and also of our civil freedom.
The "trial of the seven bishops" brought matters to a crisis.
The days fixed for reading, in the London churches, the second
declaration for liberty of conscience, were the 20th and 27th days
of May, 1688.
A meeting was first held by the clergy, who
pledged themselves, to the number of eighty-five, not to comply
with that requisition.
A meeting of Bishops was held subsequently,
at which seven of the number, with the PRmATE at their head,
distinguished themselves by preparing and signing a petition to the
KIlS"G, in which they respectfully, but firmly, declared that they
would not be parties to the solemn publication of such a declaration
in the house of God, and in the time of Divine service. These
eminent prelates held no low views as to the duty of obedience to
"the powers that be." They were inferior to none of their fellow
subjects in devoted loyalty to the throne, or even in attachment to
the person: of the Sovereign. But a higher principle was at stake.
It was none other than that which animated a more noble band of
heroes when they said, "The God whom we serve is able to deliver
us, but if not, be it known unto thee, 0 King, that we will not
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serve thy gods, or worship the golden image that thou hast set up."
On the presentation of the petition JAMBS was most indignant.
"We have two dutie'3 to perform," answered BISHOP KEK, "our
(luty to God and our duty to your MAJESTY. We honOU1' you, but
WE FEAR GOD."
The 20th of .Ylay arrived. In only four churches was the declaration read, and in these the congregations arose and retired, as soon
as the minister commenced reading it.
The seven Bishops,-SANCROFT, the primate; LLOYD, of St. Asaph ;
KEN, of Bath and Wells; TUR~ER, of Ely; LAKE, of Chichester;
WHITE, of Peterborough, and TRELAWNEY, of Bristol. were forthwith
committed to the Tower, and compelled to take their trial for a
seditious libel. The 29th of June was the day fixed for the trial,
and the cause was ably argued on both sides. The nation was now
well aware of the mighty interest at stake. Of this some estimate
may be formed from the following description of its results, by the
graphic pen of Mr. MACAULAY:"It was dark before the jury retired to consider of their verdict.
The night was a night of intense anxiety. Some letters are extant
which were despatched during that period of suspense, and which have,
therefore, an interest of a peculiar kind. 'It is very late,' wrote the
Papal Nuncio, 'and the decision is not yet known. The judges and
the culprits have gone to their own homes. The jury remain together,
to-morrow we shall learn the event of this great struggle.'
"The solicitor for the Bishops sat up all night with a body of
servants on the stairs leading to the room where the jury was consulting. It was absolutely necessary to watch the officers who
watched the doors; .Eor those officers were supposed to be in the
interest of the Crown, and might, if not carefully observed, have
furnished a courtly j ueyman with food, which would have enabled
him to starve out the other eleven. Strict guard was therefore kept.
~ot even a candle to light a pipe was permitted to enter.
Some
basons of water for washing were suffered to pass about four in
the morning.
The jurymen, raging with thirst, soon lapped up
the whole. Great numbers of people walked the neighbouring streets
till dawn. Every hour a message came from 'Whitehall to know
what was passing. Voices high in altercation were repeadly heard
within the room; but nothing certain wa;,; known.
"At ten the court again met. The crowd wafl greater than
ever. The jury appeared in their box; and there was a breathless
stillness.
"Sir SAi\1UEL As'l'Y spoke, 'Do you find the defendants, or any of
them, guilty of the misdemeanor whereof they are impeached, or
not guilty ~ , Sir ROGER LANGI,EY answered, 'Not guilty.' As the
words passed his lips, HALIFAX sprang up and waved his hat. At
that signal, benches and galleries raised a shout. In a moment
ten thousand persons, who crowded the great hall, replied with n,
stil. louder shout, which made the old oaken roof. crack; ani in
:< moment the innumerable throng without set up a third huzz>t
which was heard at Temple Bar. The beats which covered the
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Thames gave an answering cheer. A peal of gunpowder was heard
on the water, and. another, and another j and so in a few moments
the glad tidings went flying past the Savoy and the Friars to
London Bridge, and to the forest of masts below. As the news spread,
streets and squares, market-places and coffee-houses, broke forth into
acclamations, yet were the acclamations less strange than the weeping.
For the feelings of men had been wound up to such a point that at
length the stern English nature, so little used to outward signs of
emotion, gave way, and thousands sobbed aloud for very joy. Meanwhile, from the outskirts of the multitude, horsemen were spurring off
to bear along all the great roads intelligence of the victory of our
Church and nation. Yet not even that astounding explosion could awe
the bitter and intrepid spirit of the solicitor (Sir W. WILLIA~[S).
Striving to make himself heard above the din, he called on the judges
to commit those who had violated by clamour the dignity of a court
of justice. One of the rejoicing populace was seized.
But the
tribunal felt that it would be absurd to punish a single individual
for an offence common to hundreds of thousands, and dismissed him
with a gentle reprimand.
"The acquitted prelates took refuge from the crowd which irr,plored
their blessing, in the nearest chapel where divine service was performing. Many churches were open on that morning throughout
the capital, and many pious persons repaired thither. The bells of
all the parishes of the city and liberties were ringing. The jmy
meanwhile could scarcely make their way out of the hall, they were
forced to shake hands with hundreds. 'God bless you,' cried the
people, 'God prosper your families; you have done like honest, good
natured gentlemen; you have saved us all to·day.' . . . The
attorney went with the tidings to SUNDERLAND, who happened to be
conversing with the Nuncio. 'Never,' saidPowls, 'within man's
memory have there been such shouts and such tears of joy as today.' The KING had that morning visited the camp on Hounslow
Heath.
SUNDERLAKD instantly sent a comier thither \yith the
news.
JAMES was in LORD FEVERSHAM'S tent when the express
arrived.
He was greatly disturbed, and exclaimed in French,
, So much the worse for them.' He soon set out for London. 'While
he was present, respect prevented the soldiers from giving loose to
their feelings; but he had scarcely quitted the camp when he heard it
great shouting behind him. He was surprised, and asked what that
uproar meant. 'Nothing,' was the answer, 'the soldiers are glad that
the Bishops are acquitted.' , Do you call that nothing?' said J A~IES ;
and then he repeated, 'So much the worse for them.'
"That joyful day was followed by a no less joyful night. The
Bishops and some of their most respectable friends in vain exerted
themselves to preyent tumultuous demonstrations of joy. Never
within the memory of the oldest had the streets been in such a
glare with bonfires. . . . . The Sunday had dawned, and the bells of
the parish churches were ringing for early prayers, before the fires
began to languish and the crowds to disperse. . . . . Meanwhile the
glad tidings were flying to every part of the kingdom, and were
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everywhere received with rapture.
Gloucester, Bedford, and Lichfield were among the places which were distinguished by peculiar
zeal; but Bristol and Norwich, which stood nearest to London in
population and wealth, approached nearest to London in enthusiasm
on this joyful occasion."
The whole history of this period will well repay an attenti ve
study. But what is the worth of history, if we heed !lot the most
intelligible lessons which it places before us 7-" Rome is unchanged
and unchangeable." To attempt to prove such a truism, seems
almost to insult the understanding of our readers. '1.'0 anyone who
can doubt it, we have but to reply in one word, CiTcumspice-" look
around" at the present moment. What is the next consequent 1
Undoubtedly, that whatever terror and dismay her· aggressions
excited in 1688, that they are calculated to excite in an equal
'rhe only difference between our ancestors and
degree to-day.
ourselves is this, that they were awake to their danger; we as it
nation, have been slumbering on the edge of the same precipice.
The measures which Rome adopts are, it is true, not identical now
with those she put into operation then, because she well knows how
to adapt herself to any change of circumstances; but their origin
and their end are the same. If they are more subtle in contrivance
and slower in operation, they are not on that account the less sure,
or one whit the less dangerous. There is but one course OpOll
before us. Our safety, under God, depends upon it. It is to enter
once again into the battle-field in which our ancestors won their
glorious triumph. England must be awakened from her lethargy,
and that effectually. We must unite as one man in defence of all
our liberties as Britons, of all our highest hopes as Christians. We
must thus act-scripturally, dependently, prayerfully, but vigorously.
confidingly, and undauntedly-or we are lost. "vVe have heard
with our ears, 0 God, and our fathers have declared to us the
noble works which Thou didst in their days and in the old time
before them. 0 Lord, arise, help us, and d~liver us, for Thy Name's
sake."
PRECIOUS FAITH.
of faith may vary. Some may but touch with trembling
hand the very edge of Jesus' garment; others may live with their
enraptured heads upon His very breast. But if there be vital faith
there is oneness with the Uord, which never, never can be parted.
Christ holds each one within Himself. He shows Himself the compound of them all. They lived in Him. They died in Him. They
rose in Him. They sit together in heavenly places in Him. God's
look, which rests upon His Son, sees them. The love which smiles
on Jesus smiles on them.-Dean Law.
DEGREES

GOD is a light that is never darkened, an un wearied iife that cannot
die, a fountain always flowing, a garden of life, a seminary of wisdom,
a radical beginning of all goodness.-Alamts.
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POPERY IN . POLITICS.
AOVANTAGE may profitably be taken of certain recent incidents to
call attention to the development of a danger too commonly regarded
with contempt, which the country ought to realize and thoroughly
to understand. We allude to the growing influence of the Vatican
in British politics. Many persons, who are strongly opposed to any
foreign interference in our domestic concerns, are wo ready to
ridicule the idea that the British nation is in any danger from the
machinations of Rome, and to account those who take a contrary
view as mere Protestant fanatics.
We would invite the whole
country to examine the subject calmly, and to consider whether the
so-called fanatics have not reason in their madness.
In the first place, it seems desirable that the British public should
be reminded that Rome has not abandoned her designs upon thi~
country. The Reformation delivered us from the hold she had
obtained upon the Church during the dark ages, and the Revolution
defeated her plans to recover the ground she had lost. But ever
since that time the most astute agents of the Vatican have been
restlessly planning and plotting for the destruction of the Protestantism
of the realm: and in nothing has their subtlety been more manifest
than in the cleverness with which they have employed Protestant
arguments to weaken Protestant safeguards, and to disguise the
true aim and interest of their schemes. We have the testimony
of the late Mr. GLADSTONE, given in 1874, to the effect that "Rome
has refurbished and paraded anew every rusty tool she was fondly
thought to have disused"; whilst CARDINAL MANNING frankly describes
the POPE as saying, " I am sovereign. I acknowledge no civil superior.
I claim to be supreme judge on earth, and director of the peasant
that tills the fields, and the Prince that sits on the throne, of the
household that lives in the shade of privacy, and the legislature
that makes laws for Kingdoms." In the same strain the Catholic
World has declared, "It is clear that religious liberty must consist
in the unrestrained freedom and independence of the (Romish) Church
to teach and govern all men and nations."
The claim on the part of the Vatican to control the legislature, and
to govern all men and nations, has too long been regarded as a piece
of boastful arrogance, no more substantial than moonshine. But the
attention of the country ought to be called to the fact that the friends
of the Vatican, as a compact united body, with a definite purpose
before them, and animated by a restless, watchful activity to advance
their aims, have attained a position here in which they are able
to exercise, and do exercise, an influence injurious to the civil and
religious liberties of the country. Where an enforcement of the law
will serve this purpose, they claim its penalties, with the utmost
rigour, and where the law thwarts their projects they trample it
under foot, with the utmost audacity; whilst the civil authorities of
the land, instead of insisting upon even-handed justice-instead of
saying, "You shall have the protection of the law, but you must
yourselves obey the law j if you choose to avail yourselves of the
3B
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liberties of this Protestant realm, you must be content to respect
Protestant institutions, and must conform to Protestant restrictions"
-treat the Romanists with an obsequiousness which helps to mah
them masters of the situation.
Let facts speak for themselves. Though the General Election gave
the Government a majority of 134 in the House of Commons, the
power of the Irish party to control legislation has been shown by the
omission of an import\tnt clause from the Factories Bill on account of
their opposition. In consequence of the growth and development of
steam laundries, provisions were introduced into the Bill, intended to
consolidate the law on the subject, which probably would have brought
laundries in connection with convents under Government inspection. To
this the Irish Roman Catholic members objected; and their opposition
affords an apt illustration of the interference of the Vatican in civiI affairs.
A strong Government, conscious of its obligation to the country to
ensure impartial justice and fair dealing, ought to have refused to
submit to dictation from any quarter, especially when exemptioll
from inspection was claimed for institutions akin to those in France,
whose terribly cruel treatment of orphan girls has recently been exposed by M. SAIKT-GENIX in the Contemp01"ary Review. The country
would expect the British Minister to take a firm stand upon such a
question, and to say, "The House shall sit till Christmas before I
will be a party to such a scandalous proposal." But the Government
weakly surrendered. The HO~fE SEORETARY endeavoured to excuse the
pusillanimous policy by the plea of necessity, alleging that it was
practically impossible to carry the measure in the face of the
threatened opposition; and Mr. BALFOUR asserted his own preference
for equality of treatment and publicity in· such cases.
But the
Government, which did not hesitate to deal firmly with obstruction in
Committee of Supply, when it came to the enforcement of Protestant
principles in domestic legislation, contended themselves \yith protesting,
and ignominiously yielded! The country has to be satisfied with words
instead of deeds, as is so often the case with these shifty guardians of
our liberties in Ohurch and State. Romanists and Romanizers
threatened to give trouble, and the well-being of the poor laundry
workers is indefinitely postponed at their bidding.
Again: the miscarriage of justice in Ireland, reported in our own
columns ana by the secular press, the mobbing 01 the Sal"atiol) A.YYflJ
in Dublin, the boycotting of Dr. I.-ONG in Limerick, and the attitude
of intolerance assumed by the Irish Homan Catholic ecclesiastics, are
manifest attempts to control the administration of civil affairs, and to
substitute the rule of the POPE for that civil and religious liberty
which we profess to enjoy by law. This is the result of concessions
to the Vatican by short-sighted politicians. One is tempted to askIs this a Protestant country 1
Nay! rather, is it surprising after such a display of weakness by
the Cabinet in Parliament, that intolerance should be rampant in
Ireland. But before that, the case of Dr. LONG, which is fresh in
the recollection of our readers, had shown how ready the civil
authorities, even in the twentieth century, and in the United
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Kingdom, were to further the will of Rome, and to trample
under foot the religious liberty of a Protestant layman who
dares to witness for the truth. It is the old story-no liberty
for heretics! unstrained freedom for the priest! and to
the unspeakable disgrace of the British Government, it is
reported that "many persons are obliged to leave the country
(Ireland) and to seek a land more free, and greater liberty than
can be found under the Union jack!" Surely it has not come to
that! Surely we are not prepared to acquie~ce in that bombastic
statement of "ARCHBISHOP" MANNING that, " the royal supremacy has
perished . . . and at this period of our history the supremacy of
the Vicar of Jesus Christ re·enters as full of life as when HENRY VIII.
resisted CLEMRNT VI., and ELIZABETH withstood PlUS V.
The
undying authority of the Holy See is once more a power in England;
-the shadow of PETER has fallen again upon it."
How long will the country look on with apparent unconcern.
and let things drift ~ The liberties of individuals are already lost
where the Popish priesthood are strong enough to enforce the will
of the Vatican; and the crying shame is that the Protestant Government, which ought to protect all the subjects of the Crown alike,
from the violence of a lawless mob, or the oppressions of an insolent
tyrant, sees no reason to interfere when only a zealous Protestant
is the sufferer. Our boasted liberties are now worth nothing at all
in Limerick, and the aim of the Papists is to make them everywhere equally worthless.
It is time for every British elector to
realize that his own liberties are in danger, to resolve in all seriousness that the laws of this realm shall be enforced impartially;
and to see to it that the men entrusted with legislation, and
with the administration of affairs, are worthy of the confidence of
a Protestant people.-The English Ch~t1'Chman.

A WORD TO PROTESTANTS, MEMBERS OF THE REFORMED
OHURCH OF ENGLAND.
-WHAT is our duty at the present crisis ~ I think that we are called
to be much in prayer, to be united, and on no account to put any
trust in man. Oan we trust Bishops ~ On no account; if we do we
shall find out our mistake. They have proved to be broken reeds, and
with very few exceptions are faithless to their ordination vows, and
shield the clergy who are like themselves, and entirely discountenance
the faithful Evangelical pastors who love to feed their flocks. It is a
most painful fact that many of the so-called N eo-Evangelicals, instead
·of being standard bearers, have cast away their banner, and trailed
God's honour in the dust, making compromise with error and false
doctrine. Let, then, all true men at the present time be loyal aId
faithful to the great Captain of our salvation, and be determined to contend more earnestly than ever for the faith once delivered to the saints,
and on no account to yield one iota to the foes of our anointed Christ, .
and of the glorious Gospel of the grace of God. "No surrender!"
3 13 :2
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's.erm.ans anb :iotts .af S.erm.ans.
THE DEW OF ISRAEL, AND THE LILY OF GOD.
SERMON BY THE REV. F. W. KRUlI11>IACHER, D.D.
"I will be as the dew unto Ismel: he shall g1'OW as the lily."HOSEA xiv. 5.
'l'HE Lord's voice crieth to His people, "Return, return, 0 Israel!'"
and the promises added to encourage them to return are most sweet
and beautiful: "I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely:
for Mine anger is turned away from him. I will be as the dew unto
Israel: he shall grow as the lily." At this last promise we pause: we
are invited to inquire into its import, and to considerI. Ch1ist, as set fm·th by the dew unto Ismel.
II. His Br'ide, the Church, with evel'y par·ticulm· member' of it, as
the blossoming lily.
1. "I will be as the dew unto Israel." J ehovah Himself as the dew!
How soft is this similitude, and how agreeable! How exactly suited to
improve and comfort the heart! Is not one and another of us ejaculating to Him in secret, "Be it so unto me, blessed Jesus, my Lord;
be it unto me according to this Thy word! Be Thou as the dew of
the morning unto me; let Thy own blessing rest upon me, as the soft
and gentle rain."
The dew, that precious boon bestowed upon the natural world, is
often referred to in Scripture by way of similitude. Sometimes it
reprer,ents great temporal benefits. 'l'hus Isaac, prophetically blessing
Esau's posterity, said, "Behold, thy dwelling shall be the fatness of
the earth, and of the dew of heaven from above." At other times,
spiritual .blessings are compared to the dew. Thus, in Deuteronomy
chap. xxxiii. 28, "Israel shall dwell in safety alone; the fountain of Jacob
shall be upon a l<l,nd of corn and wine: also His heavens shall drop
down dew." Again, the sure word of prophecy, in its exuberant richness and refreshing power, is commended to us by the same similitude,
"My doctrine shall drop as the raill: My speech shall distil as the
dew." The dew is also an emblem of human grace or favour. "The
king's favour," saith Solomon, "is as dew upon the grass." It is likewise an emblem of peace and unanimity: "Behold, how good and how
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! It is like the
precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even
Aaron's beard, that went down to the skirts of his garments; as the
dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of
Zion; for there J ehovah commanded the blessing, even life for evermore."
The children of God themselves, the people who are born again, are call~d
the dew; because they are born from above; born of God: because a
beam of Divine light shines through them, and the image of the
et,ernal Sun of Righteousness is reflected in them : because they are
jewels of the earth's attire, like the drops of dew; a graceful decoration
and refreshment spread over the great field of human nature: also
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because the 'day will arive, when, like the dewdrops, they shall be
found a great multitude that no man can number: and, lastly, because,
imperceptibly and mysteriously, they are begotten and brought forth
as in the night, unnoticed and:unobserved by the world. Thus it is
written of Christ and His Church, in Psalm ex., "Thy people shall be
willing in the day of Thy power, in the beauties of holiness from the
womb of the morning: Thou hast the dew of Thy youth." And again,
in Micah, chap. v. 7, "The remnant of Jacob shall be in the midst of
many people as a dew from Jehovah." Very frequently also the Holy
Spirit, with His manifold powers, gifts, and operations, is in Scripture
compared to the dew; for He is to the soul what the dew and the
rain are to nature. "Awake," saith the Prophet, "and sing, ye that
dwell in dust: for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall
cast out the dead" (Isaiah xxvi. 19).
And now, if the Lord, as here by the Prophet Hosea, style HmsELF
the Dew, can we be either surprised at it, or mistake its meaning 1
He who sends the dew, is also Himself the Dew: He being that
Spirit, of whom the Apostle speaks, "Now the Lord is that Spirit"
(2 Cor. iii. 17); and again, "We all, as with unveiled face, beholding,
as in a mirror, the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same
image, from glory to glory, even as by the Lord the Spirit" (vel'. 18).
When Christ enters into the soul, He enters by the Spirit.; and when
the Spirit is thus imparted to us, Christ is hereby glorified in us;
and shows Himself a living Saviour towards us and in us.
"I will be as the dew unto Israel." What Divine humility and
condescension! For it cannot imply that He will become this for any
benefit to Himself: it is merely for the benefit of those dry pastures
that need His refreshing. Verily, the King of kings and Lord of
lords, He who hath all power in heaven and earth, having all things
to be put under His'feet, He it is who is now minded to be as the dew
unto us; or like a reviving rain, poured out upon the parched wastes
of revolted human nature. Think of this Divine condescension-this
unutterable love!
He will be as the dew. This promise implies that there is a dry
and withered field somewhere, upon which He will shed forth abundantly
His fructifying influence; and this field are we, in so far as we are not
yet partakers of His life. We may search and look long enough for any
verdure in the soul that is a stranger to Jesus, who alone is the
Source from which it springs. Alas! every thing therein is not only
withered, but burnt up by the heat of temptation and sin. Oh! how
is that beautiful Eden, which God planted within us, become a wild,
a desolation! .A. fire has been kindled beneath it-a spirit
of rebellion against God, and has consumed. or withered every
green thing. The soul of man is a wilderness-a barren heath-·
the place of dragons and vipers-the seat of unholy imaginations
and fleshly lusts. Search and seek in it for the noble plant of love
to God; 10, it has all withered and died away. Look in it for any
bud of child-like confidence, heartfelt devotion, or secret delight in
prayer. Trace in it, if you can, the grace of true humility, that
sweet lily of the valley. Inquire in it for' the herb patience, if there
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be a flower of it left. Look for the twining evergreen' of communion
with Goa, whether a blossom of it appears: in a word, whether the
soul or man retains any strength, or disposition, or desire to do the
will of our Father which is in heaven; whether there be any heavenly
mindedness, or any affection for things above. Ah! how is there
nothing of all this to be found in it! What a dry desert! In the
most awful sense does that saying of the Prophet apply to us, "Thou
daughter that dost inhabit Dibon, come down from thy glory, and
sit in thirst" (Jer. xlviii. 18). Our strength is dried up; it is become
as the drought of summer. There is neither verdure nor life in us;
DOl' does our fallen nature of itself possess any power to restore us.
Our best efforts to this purpose are no better than water spilt upon
the burning sands, unless accompanied with the marvellous dew of
Divine grace. Though we make ever so many good resolutions, or
hear ever so many sermons and instructions; though we read ever
so deeply in the Scriptures, or outwardly join in the prayers and
praises of the Church; though we retire into monastic seclusion, or
frequent the company of the pious; still nothing to the purpose is
effected, nor is any spiritual life brought forth, till the Lord himself
be really resorted to. For the life of the soul is revived only by His
Spirit. Without this Divine vouchsafement, which we must seek, if
we wonld receive it, our human devices, with even the means of grace
themselves, prove as ineffic~ent as the dew or rain upon the stones of
the street, whose nature still remains unchanged. But the Lord
can, out of these stones, form a people for Himself, and raise up
children unto Abraham.
He can make the desert to rejoice and
blossom as the rose.
"I," saith the Lord, even I, "will be as the dew unto IS1·ael." How
precious are the tidings, that HE HIMSELF will be this dew! But as
the dew falls in the sultry nights of summer, when the fields thirst
and languish, so does the dew of God descend only upon thirsting and
fainting souls. In the scenery of nature, on an early summer morning,
where do you find the dew most abundant 1 You behold it glistening
ill the lowly valleys, and spreading like a sea of pearls over the
snrface of the level meads; but if you ascend the lofty peaks and
eminences, there you find no dew; so he who would experience Christ
as the Dew of Heaven to bis soul, let him be as the lowly valley, or
the level mead; let his prayers arise to God, with those of David, " out
of the depths"! The Lord is high, but He hath respect unto the lowly
(Psalm cxxxviii. 6). "With this man will I dwell, saith the Lord, even
with him that is poor and of a contrite spirit" (Isaiah lvii. 15; lxvi. 2).
The hearts of those to whom He is pleased to communicate Himself as a
reviving dew, are first rendered meet for its reception. Every
mountain and hill must be brought low. The stable and the manger,
where the Divine Saviour once humbly reposed, may serve to remind
us of the lowliness of heart in which we are to await the Lord's visitation.
How excellently did our Divine Restorer show His skill in
bringing down every rising imagination that was indulged by the
woman of Samaria! "Thou hast had five husbands," said He, "and
he whom thou now hast is not thine husband." Then did her sin come
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home to her, and her self-confidence departed. She became little in
her own eyes, and could no longer see any thing good in herself. She
was glad to look for a deliverer in the Messiah; and now was the
time for Him to declare to her, "I that speak unto thee am He."
With this word did Jesus communicate Himself to the soul of that
poor sinner; He thus came upon that soul as the dew of heaven, so
that it began to revive and flourish. Life and vigour were now
experienced in her heart and mind, and animated her words and
actions, her conduct and conversation. Thus was she made a plant of
renown, to the praise of the glory of His grace. A process of this
same kind is still observed in the conversion of sinners. 'fhe dew of
God is poured out from on high; He rends the heavens and comes
down; and wherever He finds the lowly valleys of humiliationempty, poor, and needy souls-there is the place of His rest; there
He diffuses the dew of His blessing; there He communicates Himself
as the inheritance and portion of His people; replenishing the
hungry soul with good, but leaving the rich to their own spiritual
emptiness.
As the dew falls from heaven in the stillness of the night, when no
rushing tempe~t is heard, no flash of lightning is seen; nevertheless
in the morning it hangs upon the leaves, and we wonder whence it
came, and "who hath begotten" it; so is the way of Christ. The
manner and way of His coming to the soul is a mystery hidden in
night; and who can unveil it? His coming is also generally in stillness, and without noise; not with the alarm of the trumpet, or the
pomp of power; not with visions, or marvellous natural phenomena;
nor with voices from heaven, and visible angelic array. Before the
sorrowing, sighing, and waiting sinner is aware, lo! He is nigh unto
the ship that is tossed with the waves, and saith, "It is I; be not
afraid!" No" man in bright clothing" stands before the suppliant
in his chamber, nor has any audible voice entered in at the windows;
he has seen no heavenly messenger, nor any external radiance, such
as the shepherds saw in the fields of Bethlehem; nevertheless in his
inward man it is declared, "I bring thee good tidings of great joy;
for unto thee is born this day a Saviour: " to the spirit of the sinner has
it
testimony been borne; and this is the testimony, that God hath
., given unto him eternal life, and this life is in His Son." He is assured, in
his own heart, that he has free admission to that fountain which is
opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem; he
is become conyinced that Christ is his Saviour The dew has fallen in
the stillness of night; but how, and in what way, no man knoweth.
Yet the sinner feels that it is with him; and we may observe it
accompanying all his words and looks, his whole conduct and disposition.
The dew of the field has moreover a bright lustre within it, for
it has communion with the light of heaven. The same may be said of
Christ communicated to us in the dew of His grace. When once He
has thus come in unto us, all is bright and pellucid ;n the depths of
our disordered nature; and the more we thus receive out of His fulness, the more are the depths of our misery presented to our view, and
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the more thoroughly do we see our own nothingness, and our own
helplessness. Hence it is that believers so often exclaim, "Lord!
what am I? My spiritual state is becoming worse and worse." But,
blessed be God that, like as the natural dew covers entirely that
whereon it falls, so does Christ cover all our misery with His own self;
yes, with His own righteousness; the lustre of which contains far
more various and lovely hues than the tapestry and curtains of Solomon. He covers us entirely therewith; He so enfolds and veils us in
it, that Divine justice itself no more discerns in us "spot, or wrinkle,
or any such thing." "There is no condemnation to them which are in
Christ Jesus."
(To be continued.)

ON PUTTING ON CHRIS'f IN OUR MEMORY.
complain of bad memories.
They cannot remember many
things. They cannot retain things long. Here, then, is the one thing
needfu1.
Here is but one short Gospel work for your memory.
"Remember that Jesus Christ was raised up from the dead."
Exercise your memory upon this. For this finishing stroke includes
the whole of thy Lord's blessed and joyful works, from His birth in
the ignoble stable, until His ascension to His kingdom in glory.
Clothe your memory constantly with the joy of this, that the eternal
Son of the eternal Father, became an infant of days, lived to be a
man of years, died as an accursed malefactor, bearing our sins, all
the wrath due to our sins, the guilt of our sins, the curse of our
sins, and all the penalties which our sins deserved, in His own blessed
and innocent body on the tree. Remember that He, the true scapegoat, carried all our sins away into the land of forgetfulness. Hence,
thus saith our God and Father, "Your sins and iniquities I will
remember no more." "'l'hough your sins and iniquities be sought for
they shall not be found." You cannot but at times remember your
sins. It is fit you should, to humble you, and to cause you to
remember that Jesus was raised again from the dead. He left all
your sins buried in His sepulchre.
He rose again without them.
You are for ever justified from them. God does not remember them
ag'ainst you; for He imputed them all to your Surety, and He imputes
to you His righteousness. Therefore there is no condemnation against
you for your sins. Here is most blessed, most joyful work for your
memory. No matter what you forget, if you do but remember
this. Therefore put on Christ in your memory. Ever remember
Him who ever remembered you.
Clothe your memory with.
His love, who loved you from eternity, became your Surety
in time, was clothed with your sins, and your curses, as with
a garment; that He might clothe you with the precious robe of
His everlasting righteousness, and adorn your soul with the graces of
His Holy Spirit. He bids us " remember Lot's wife." Why? That we
may never look back from Him, but ever look to Him, that so we may
be turned into pillars of love; and that the smoke of our incense of
praise may ever ascend to Him. When you find sadness and distress of
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soul, what is the reason of it 1 The Prophet tells you, "There shall be
desolation because thou hast forgotten the God of thy salvation and
hast not been mindful of the Rock of thy strength."
Oh, Christian, upon whom should your eyes, your mind, your
memory, be ever wholly fixed, but on your matchless Husband, the
lovely, ever-loving Jesus, who so freely laid down His life for your
ransom 1 Imitate the Church, who says of her Beloved, "We will be
glad and rejoice in Thee." Why 1 Because" We will remember Thy
love." It is the memory of Christ's love which causes gladness of heart
and jby of soul. Oh, how wonderful is His love to us-may we ever
remember it-in betrothing us to Himself in eternity-in espousing us
to Himself in time-" that He may dwell in our hearts by faith, that
ye, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with
all saints what is the breadth, and length) and depth, and height; and to
know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye may be filled
with all the fulness of God." All the huness of God dwells in Christ.
If Christ dwells in you by faith, you have all the fulness of God's love
dwelling in you. Remember this, and be joyful.
W. MASON.

SOLITUDE SWEETENED.
DEAR solitary children of God, let us not murmur at the solitary
way along which our gracious God and Father is conducting us,
This is generally His own appointed way, and therefore the best. In
love He gave us friends, in love He has removed them. In goodness
He blessed us with health, in goodness He has taken it away. In
faithfulness He permitted us to enjoy affluence for a season, and in
faithfulness He has now recalled it, and this is the pathway along
which He is conducting His loved ones to glory. And shall we
rebel 1 Heaven is the glorious home of tha saints.
Here we have
no continuing city, It is not our rest, it is polluted.- Winslow.
ESHCOL.
SURELY Eshcol's luxuriance portrays our glorious Canaan~Heaven,
our looked-for rest, the haven of our weary pilgrimage, the soul's
eternal home, the land of every delight. It is the palace ~f the great
Eternal.
Salvation is its walls, and its gates are praise.
Its
atmosphere is perfect love. Heaven! it is the blessed home prepared
by God for His dear children before the worlds were made.
It is
the re-union, which the ascended Jesus still labours to make fit. It
is so fair that all J ehovah's skill cannot increase its beauty; so full
that nothing can be added; and so rich that it can hold no
more -Dean Law.
THE cross is the invincible sanctuary, the dejection of the proud,
the victory of Christ, the destruction of the devil, the confirmation
of the faithful, the death of the unbeliever, the life of the just.Cass.
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ANOTHER dastardly attempt has been made by the Anarchists upon
a ruler's life. This time it has been made upon the life of Mr.
McKINLEY, President of the United States. He was shot at twice by a
wretched Anarchist, who seems to have been deputed by his associates
to do the wicked deed. Happily there seems-at the time at which
we write-good reason to hope that the attempt has been unsuccessful
in accomplishing its object, and that the President will recover from
his wounds; but the incident is a deeply regrettable one, and it has.
sent a thrill of horror through civilized nations. It seems time
that more vigorous and nationally-combined methods were used to·
put a stop to these dastardly deeds. [Since the above lines were
written a sudden change in the condition of the wounded PRESIDENT
occurred, and he passed away on Saturday morning, September 14th.
The approach of death found him fully resigned to the Lord's will,.
and his dying words were, " Good-bye, all, good-bye. Tt is God's way.
His will be done!"]
SATISFACTORY news reaches us from Uganda. The committee of
tile Church Missonary Society had an interview recently with
BISHOP TuCKER on his return from Uganda, and he reported marvellous progress. 'When he went out eleven years ago there were
about two hundred baptized Christians; now there are thirty
thousand. During the last three and a-half years he has confirmed
eight thousand candidates, making, with previous confirmations,
eleven thousand in the Mission. The progress is not limited to
Uganda, for the natives of that country who are in Holy Orders.
(twenty-eight in number) and the Evangelists are carrying the Gospel
message far and wide, and there seems no limit to its possible extension. Great advances have been made in Toro, in Ankole, in
Bunyoro, and in Busoga; and the Bnkedi country is now opening
up. The Society has just sent out two parties of missionaries to
reinforce the Mission. These parties comprise twenty-three missionaries, of whom fourteen are new. The Medical Mission work of the
C.M.S. in Uganda is steadily developing, and the Waganda themselves are being trained by Dr. COOK to assist in the Mengo Hospital.
When, in April last, DAUDI CHWA, the four-year-old King of Uganda,
fell seriously ill of malarial fever, complicated by pneumonia, there
was no one in the King's enclosure capable of even elementary
nursing, much less of carrying out intelligently the doctor's directions. In this emergency the senior of the Waganda assistants was.
sent to watch over the Royal patient. This man is named SE:I<IEI,
but he is better known as "the ma.n. Clt ({}.'3.J~,~," \\\'i> 'P'a.t\\>ll~\> 'a.'Il1l
tact with the fractious and tiresome patients at the hospital being
very remarkable. He made a complete and careful medical report.
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daily to Dr. COOK, regulated the admission of visitors, and gave the
'King his various medicines at the proper times. ,The great chiefs
were much impressed that a Muganda should have acquired such a
useful knowledge of the healing art. SEMEI remained with the King
until his recovery.
".

SIR H. H. JOHNSTON also, His Majesty's Special Commissioner to
Uganda, has sent home a most favourable report of the present state
of the Protectorate, and his notes and comments have been printed
in the form of a Parliamentary paper. Sir H. H. J OHNSTON states that
since the establishment of the Protectorate, in 1894, Uganda has cost us
£1,394,000 for administration and protection, and £4,900,000 for the
construction of the railway.
These are very large sums, but he
thinks that their expenditure is quite justified, both politically and
philanthropically. From a political point of view, it is very important
to keep a first hold of Uganda, because it contains the headwaters
The Power which holds Uganda-whether
of the River Nile.
European or African-might, by means of relatively simple engineering works, withhold the main source of the Nile supply from the
irrigation of Egypt. . . .. We take a peculiar interest in the
welfare of Egypt, because that country is at present such an important stage on the way to India. The maintenance of our control.
therefol'l'i, over the East African and Uganda Protectorates is necessitated by our regard for the political future of India. Regarding the
matter from a philanthropic point of view, the benefits which are conferred upon the natives by om rule are obvious and great. After
cit.ing some of the unspeakable horrors perpetrated by despots, like
KING M'TESA, who beheaded his wives for forgetting to shut the
door, and mutilated pages for treading on the tail of a pet dos, or by
adventurers of the type of KABAREGA, Sir HARRY continnes :-" I believe
I am stating the absolute truth when I sum up my impressions by
declaring that the natives are far happier and much better off
materially and morally by the establishment of British control over
their destinies, and this will remain true so long as the firts aim of the
Uganda Administration is the interest and welfare of the inhabitants
of the soil."
ltESPECTIKG the financial aspect of the same question Sir HARRY says :"Surprises may be in store for us in Uganda which may equal or
surpass the diamonds and gold of South Africa; and I conEider that a
rule should be laid down, in anticipation of such development, that the
Uganda Protectorate is in time to repay to the United Kingdom all the
moneys advanced in yearly subsidies and spent on the construction of
the Uganda Railway. I firmly believe that before many years are over
the country will at any rate produce a local revenue sufficient to
relieve the British taxpayer fron: any obligation to provide further
funds for the protection and development of Uganda.
I hope, in
addition, that Uganda may develop such wealth that it will be enabled
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in time to payoff its debt, and to justify amply the action of the
statesmen of 1890 and 1894, who brought it within range of the
British Empire."
ONE of the most interesting recent developments of the Church
Missionary Society's work in India has been the inauguration of a
Mission to Students at Allahabad, in the N orth- West Provinces, where
there are some 3,000 English-speaking natives. A small hostel or
boarding-house for students, and an institute with reading-rooms, and
so on, has been opened. The hostel was immediately filled, and seventy
students joined r,he institute. Anxious to rescue the students from the
strong Christian influences of this hostel at Allahabad, the Hindu
community have raised a subscription list of 70,000 rupees, and have
got a Government grant of 20,000 mpees for thll building of a hostel
for 200 men under regular religious (Hindu) teaching, "a thing never
attempted in this country," a missionary writes, "till long after the
advent of, and in imitative competition with, Christian :Missions"
Most of the students who attend the Universities in India live in
lodgings in the bazaars of the great cities, away from all home
restraints, amidst surroundings of gravest peril and continuous temptation. To provide them with hostel accommodation under resident
missionary supervision is a most important work, affording them social
and moral protection and bringing them under constant Christian
influence.

THE Times correspondent in Palestine mentions an interesting
circumstance, namely, that a supply of pure fresh water is about to be
brought into the city of Jerusalem from the Pools of Solomon. Jerusalem used to be furnished with a plentiful supply of water from theBe
very pools in ancient times, but that supply has long been cut off, and
it has since depended almost entirely upon rain water, which when
allowed to remain in unclean tanks soon becomes unfit for use and a
fruitful source of disease; and when there has been a deficient rainfall
the evil effects are of course largely increased. Thirty years ago LADY
BURDE'L'T COUTTS most generously offered to give £50,000 for the purpose
of remedying this defect, and furnishing the' city with a supply of pure
water from Ain Arroub, a place which is further oft· than Solomon's
Pools, and about sixteen miles south of Jerusalem; but through the
stupidity of the Turkish Government the offer waB refused. Recently,
however, a more than usually enlightened Turkish Governor has been
appointed over Jerusalem, and he has obtained permission from the
SULTAN to lay a pipe from the" Sealed Fmmtain," at Solomon's Pools,
about nine miles south of the city; and the foundation-stone of this
undertaking has been formally laid in the presence of the chief
Turkish authorities, and it is expected that, if no unforeseen impediment
should arise, the work will be completed in a very short time. The
piping is to be laid along the old aqueduct which originally, in KING
SOLOMON'S time, brought the water from the same source into the
Temple area. It will pass near the ancient site of SOLOMON'S beautiful
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gardens, then by Bethlehem, then across the historic plain of Rephaim,
where David, in the heat of battle with the Philistines, expressed his
longing for the cool waters of the well at Bethlehem, and after passing
around the slope of Mount Zion, it will enter the city through the
grounds of the MOBque of OMAR, the old Temple;area, and be distributed
through the city by means of eleven or twelve ancient fountains, long
disused, but which will now be utilised again. From these fountains
the water will be drawn freely by all the inhabitants, several taps
being attached to each fountain for the purpose. May this interesting
and useful enterprise be an emblem of a supply of "living water" througb
the Gospel to thirsty soulB in that wonderful old city!
ACCOUNTS respecting the state of mission work in Madagascar are
much more satisfactory than could have been anticipated when the
French firBt took posBessioll of the island. The London Missionary
Society has not been compelled, as was feared, to withdraw its agents,
but they are allowed to proceed with their successful labours unmolested,
and even partially encouraged, through the wise and unbiassed influence
of the French Governor, GENERAL GALLIENI. The use of the French
language is to a conBiderable extent practically required, but the
missionaries are adapting themselves to this requirement.
LORD SALISBURY haiS made at different times some very objectionable appointmentiS to the bishoprics of the Established Church.
It has seemed aB though he were determined by them to encourage
Ritualism and Semi-RomaniBm aB much as he possibly could, and
we consider that the injury which he has thus done to the
EBtablished Church iiS incalculable. Two or three of his recent
appointments, however, have been much better, and we have been
eiSpecially pleased with and thankful for his nomination of Dr.
HANDLEY MOULE for the Bishopric of Durham. Dr. MouLE is
one "whose praise iiS in all the churches," and we havp- no doubt
that he will receive a very hearty welcome in the North. The
Times says that his appointment "has no parallel since Bishop
J. C. RYJJE waB sent to Liverpool, for Dr. MouLE, if the phrase
may be pardoned, is an out-and-out Evangelical"-as though the
appointment of a decided Evangelical in an Evangelical Church
were a marvel I-and that "it recalls the days of the P ALMERSTON
bishops."
Dr. MOULE iB a ripe scholar, a truly spirituallyminded man, and an excellent preacher; and those who are
brought into personal contact with him are charmed with his
genial and kindly manner. We earnestly hope that he may have
a long, a very useful, and a very happy episcopate at Durham.
D. A D.
UNDER the Levitical law, an earthen vessel once unclean remained
so till it was broken. Such earthen vessels are we. For when once
defiled by sin, we attain not perfect purity till the body, this earthen
vessel, is broken by the stroke of death.-Be1-ridge.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By 'l'HE SECRETARY OF THE SOCrE'l'Y.
ON Wednesday, September 4th, a well-attended meeting was held at
Walton-on-Naze, under the presidency of Lieut.-General Sir W.
STIRLING, K.C.B., who ably advocated the claims of the Society,
expounding more particularly the spiritual side of its work. 'rhe Committee feel deeply indebted to Sir WrLLIAM STIRLING for the numerous
valuable services he has rendered to the Institution. Addresses
were given by the l{ev~. D. L. JOHNSON, M.A., Hector of Peldon,
Dr. F. J. HAMILTON, Incumbent of Ram's Episcopal Chapel,
Homerton, Mr. J. E. HAZELTON, Secretary, and other friends.
'rhrough the kindness of Mrs. HOWE and Mrs. MARSHALL, tea was
provided at; the close of the proceedings. The results of the meeting were most satisfactory.
In view of the Pension expenditure having now reached £1,000
a-month, requiring, with the maintenance of the four Homes, £37
daily, special appeals are being issued, and other efforts made to
secure additional Annual Subscriptions and other contributions, so
urgently needed. The progress of this scriptural and Imdenominational work has, of late years, been so rapid, and its adherence to
distinctive foundation truth, so unfaltering that it is felt that the
Lord's people will even more steadfastly support it in the future
than in the past.
The new Q1ba1'(el"ly Record, containing an excellent portrctit of the
late Sir JOHN THWAI'l'ES, for nineteen years a member of the Board;
a sketch of his life, and various articles upon the Institution, make
up an interesting number.
Copies will be forwarded to any friends
making application at the office.
By kind permission of the Convener of the Clifton Conference, <tU
address on the Society's work will be given on Tuesday afternoon,
October I st.
A LOVELY ROSE.
"I am the rose of ShaTon, and the lily of the valleys."-SONG ii. 1.
A PRECIOUS Rose, one which bloomed before the throne of God ere
the foundations of the world were laid, and was the joy and desire of
angels and seraphim; a Rose, which deigned to take root in accursp.d
ground, and blossom among thorns and thistles, and gladden by its
fragrance a sinful and wicked world; a Rose, ,Yhich while yet a bud
elevated old Simeon with joy to heaven, and howed the knees of the
" Wise men of the East; a Rose, which at Golgotha was steeped in its
own crimson, and there first opened its calyx, to exhale the sweetnesf;
of its perfume through t.he world.-Krurnmache1'.
THE deeper sense thou hast of thy own weakness, the more tit thou
art for the Spirit's teaching. A proud scholar and an humLie
master will never agree. Christ is humble and lowly, and so
"resists the proud;" but giveth "grace to the humble." -Gurnall.
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On Pilgrimage; or, Helps j01' Wem'Y Wayfa1'en By EDWAHJJ
CARB, Minister of Providence Chapel, Bath, Author of Musin.(iO·
in Green Past'ures, &c. London: E. Wilmshurst, 23, 'Warwick
Farncombe and Son, 76, Southbridge
Lane, E.C. Croydon:
Road. 1901.
"HELPS" indeed. These deeply experimental and doctrinally sound
meditations on a wide variety of Bible subjects deserve extensive
circulation among Zion's pilgrims.
They are short, pithy, and
pointed words-" words in season" to God's weary, tried saints.
Many of the chapters have already. appeared in Christian periodicals,
but they are altogether worthy of being published in book form.
We wish the blessing of the Spirit on our beloved brother's service
in the truth.
The Life and Wm·k of Bishop Th01·old. By C. H. SnIPKINSON, M.A.,
Rector of Farnham. London: Isbister and Co.

.-

BISHOP THOROLD was at one time Vicar of St. Pancras, and proved
himself there to be an energetic and able pastor, and afterwards
he became Bishop of Rochester from 1877 to ] 891, and then Bishop
of Winchester from 1891 until his death in 1895. He was known in
the early part of his career as distinctly Evangelical in his religious
views, and he adopted the policy of "isolating" the Ritualists in his
diocese, to show his disapproval of their extreme proceedings; but in
his later years he seems to have decidedly relaxed this policy; and
although he does not appeal' to have relinquished "Evangelicalism,"
he seems scarcely to have brought Evangelical truth so prominently forward, or to have enunciated it EO clearly as he previously
had done.
N everthe]ess, his ministrations throughout the length
"'nd breadth. of his great diocese seem to have been faithful,
and his addresses to his clergy and to his candidates for ordination
were admirable, and full of pithy sayings which could not easily
For example, such as the following :-" Live by
be forgotten.
method, it will make life twice as long"; "Understand men, bear
with them, allow for them, love them, and conquer them by
love"; "Study carefully, God does want your knowledge, God
does not want your ignorance"; "Recognize the vital importance
·of doctrinal teaching"; "Your usefulness will depend very much on
your character"; "The sure test of love is not emotion, but obedience "; "A preacher who is not a pastor draws a bow at a venture."
"Your ministry at first may have disappointments, embarrassments,
difficulties.
The only discovery you make may be that of your
own sinfulness and ignorance; the only lesson you learn that of
humbling yourself in the dust before God. Well, don't murmur,
but see in this God's purpose of eventually using and blessing
you.
He empties that He may fill, and disables that He may.
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use." This memoir may well convince those who read it that a
bishop's life at the present day is a very unenviable one, full of
difficulties, perplexities, cares, trials, hard labour, and dangers.
BISHOP THOROLD did not spare himself, but laboured beyond his
strength.
He had faults, which his biographer does not hesitate
to mention, and we know that he made some serious mistakes;
but we have no dO\lbt that he was a man of God.

THE PRIVILEGE OF PRAYER.
" Is there trial anywhere P
Take it to the Lord in pra.yer,"
" IN everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known unto God" (Phil. iv. 6). "In everything"j for
everything you want; in every trial under which you may be placed j
in every conflict in which you may be engaged, act in this manner.
This is the remedy for all. There is a hand which can deliver you
from all. There is a golden key which can unlock every perplexity,
and a source of comfort that can relieTe every distress you may have.
That resource is Jesus; and that wonderful means is the prayer of
faith, which cries, "Keep not Thou silence, 0 God; hold not Thy
peace, and be not still, 0 God." Blessed truth! The dear Lord
loves His dear blood-bought children, and will always protect and
defend them.-Selected.

AN IMPORTANT QUESTION.
IMPORTANT question! How shall man be clean,
That's born of woman, with a nature vile?
No human rites, nor swelling floods, nor pools,
Though in them dipped and plunged a thousand times,
Can move the stain. Not all the ablutions taught
By Mecca's prophet, or by Pagan priests,
Can cleanse the conscience from its native filth.
But J csus' blood, once sprinkled on the soul,
Removes all sin, and makes us fit for heaven.
Thus, Holy Spirit, thus baptize my soul.-I,·ons.

"IF one man sin against another the judge shall judge him."
Satisfaction may be given, and the matter made up at the award of
an arbitrator or the sentence of a judge. ,. But if a man sin against
the Lord," who is an infinite Being, and of infinite majesty, "who
shall entreat for him 1" What mortal or finite creature can arbitrate
her~, and make up the matter for him 1 Or how can a finite creature make satisfaction for an infinite offence-an offence committed
against an infinite Being, and against infinite obligations to that
Being 1--Berridge.
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