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THE PROMISES

OF GOD.

" Who through faith and patience inherit the p1'Omises."HEBREWS vi. 12.
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I'"

THE faith ,,"hidl is of the operation of God in the hearts of His redeemed people finds iti;l sole warrant in the Divine promises of the
holy Scripture. The salvation of the Old Testament sa·ints centred
in the promise of the Coming Deliverer. The Seed of the Woman, the
Seed of Abraham, the Son of David-the Messiah-whom Jehovah
had pledged by all eyerlasting Covenant to end into the world to
be the glory of His people, ever was the Object of their hope and
expectatioll. From the very date of the Fall, God was pleased to
reveal Himself to man ill the language of promise. For four thousand
years, the hea.rts of His people were sust.a.ined and sat.isfied, becau e
t.heir God had promised to visit and redeem them. There was this
certainty about the promise--it was an unfulfilled prophecy. All the
promises of God are, indeed, unfulfilled prophecies, for they are
revelations of things that will surely come to pass. Not one jot or
tittle of them can ever fail. The Gospel promises are predictions of
providences whicll have yet to be wrought on behalf of believing
hearts. The "ritten promises of God are unalterable purpo es; they
afford an infallible indication of the gracious counsels of tIle Most
High, and the eye of faith reads the future in their loving, wise, and
suitable provi, ions. The Covenant promise are the manna on which
the souls of the justified daily subsist as they pass through a wilderness world Zionwards.
These Diville promises, it should be noted, are all addressed to
character and condition, as, for in tance, that blessed word, "They
that wait UpOll the Lord "hall renew their strength "-the cha.racter
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described is a people who "wait on the Lord," and their condition is
one of prayerful expectancy. Again," All things work together for
good to them tha,t love God, to them who are the called according to
His purpo-se." The character addressed is described a.s that of a
people who love God and are called by grace. Their condition is
that of a people in the midst of conflicting circumstances and contradictory providences. How divinely adapted are these precious
promises to meet the complex and ever-,arying experiencel> of the
faithful! In the written Word there is a promise inscribed to
meet absolutely every contingency that can arise in the earthly history
of the tried and tempted child of God! The "'isdol11 of our hearts,
therefore, is to seek out the promises as for bid treasure, and to be
ready to part with all else for the po;,;sessioll of such "dur:1ble
riches." The" key" ,,'hich opened all the locks in Doubting Castle
was the key of the promises. "A child of God may fall ,e1T 10","
says an old writer, "but he can never fall below the promises."
The promises in Christ, Jesus are all "yea and amen." Not one of
them can fail, or be broken. The God of truth will not alter the
Word which has gone forth from His lips;. Heaven and earth shall
pass away, but not one jot or tittle of the "Word of God's promises
shall ever pass away. Salter has a remark on the stability of
Jehovah's promises, well worth quoting. He says: "Every promise
is built upon four pillars. God's justice and holiness:, which will not
suffer Him to deceive j His grace or goodness, which will not suffer
Him to forget j His truth, which will not suffer Him to change:
His power, which make Him able to accomplish." Gurnall, too,
when referring to the due performance of the promises on "hich
faith and hope rely, observes: "God's promises are dated, but "ith
a mysterious character j and for want of ~kill in God's chronology we
are prone to think God forgets us, "hen, indeed, we forget ourselves
in being so bold to set God a time of our own, and in being angry
that He comes not just then to us." It is necessary that we, who
live by faith, should remember that it is the Christ of the promise
which gives it reality, solidity, and ,inue. Hence one ha written:
"If thou lean upon the promises of God themselve , and not upon
Jesus Christ in them, all will come to nothing. Whence is it that
so many souls bring a promise to the throne of grace, and carry so
little away from it? They lean upon the promises, without leaning
on Christ in the promise." Oh, brethren, let us be careful in this'
matter.
The promises are" exceeding great," and also exceeding" precious."
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They are sealed to us by the Word of the Father, the blood of the
Son, and the witness of the Eternal Spirit. The promises all rest
upon, and are in perfect har1110ny with, doctrine-Gospel doctrine.
The Rev. J ames Harington Evans once said: "I know of no promise
which does not stand upon doctrine." This witness is blessedly true.
And those souls who han been experimentally grounded in the doctrines of grace by the Holy Ghost know best how to derive "shong
consolation" from the Divine promises. As Bathurst sweetly sing':" Lord, what blessed consolation
Do Thy promise; supply:
In the season of temptation,
Is not thy assistance nigh .?
Art thou not a strong Defender
Of Thy Church from all her foes?
Shall the citadel surrender,
Though assailed by rudest blows?

" Lord, our resolution's taken;
,Ve would share the lot of those
'Vho, though by the world forsaken,
On Thy constant love repose.

" No. the Rock OIl which she's founded
Stands immova.bly secure;
Though by enemies surrounded
She shall flourish and endure.

" May Thy Spirit safely guide us
Through the dangers of onr road;
And in happier worlds provide us
'With a pea(;eable abode! '

C<
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" Vain are all their boasted numbers,
Marshalled forth in stern array;
For Thine eye, that never slnl11bers.
Keepeth her by night and day.

The great charter promise-which involves all the other promises-is
that which the Father made to His co-equal a.nd co-eternal Son before
creation had a being-the promise of .: eternal life." Thus Paul
writes to Titus (i. 1, 2): .. Paul, a selTant of God, a.nd an Apostle of
Jesus Christ, according to the faith of God's elect, and the acknowledging of the truth ,,-hich is after godliness; in hope 6f eternal
life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began."
That promise was made to the One Mediator between God and men.
He, as Surety of the Covenant of grace, agreed with the Father to
fulfil all righteousness on behalf of tile Church of His sovereign
choice, and thu secure eternal life for her, according to principle of
strict justice and truth. That obligation has been abundantly fulfilled. Christ, in behalf of His brethren, has made an end of SillS,
has wrought out reconcilia,tion for iniquity, and brought in everlasting righteousness. "I have finished the. work Thou gavest Me
to do," was His dying address to the Father.
Thus all the promises, included in the original promise spoken by the Father to His
Son, are made "sure to all the- seed." Believers in the glorified Son
'0f God, heirs of the promise, posses in Him a.n inllerita.nce· that
fadeth not a.way. It has been justly secured for them, and, hy
gra.ce, they are entitled to enjoy it fully."
"Eternal life" is theirs
by blood, and promise, and oath. They are claimed by Christ. as
~ p 2
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His. "And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never
perish, neither sha,ll any man pluck them out of My hand."
The Scripture abound in examples of tJ'iumphing faith in tlle
Covenant promises of the Triune God. Perhaps, no more vivid example of the victorious- actings of faith in the promises is furnished
us than that of the penitent thief who was crucified with Jesus. The
sovereign grace of God had made "a new creature" of tJlat dying,
blaspheming man. In an instant, the Holy Spirit had turned him
fro111 darkness to light, and from the po"-er of Satan to God. The
lips which llad taunted the dying Redeemer ,yere touched with a:live coal from off the altar, and his iniquity wa~ done away. " Be~
hold, he prayeth!" He who had lately ~een in Jesus of 1 aza.reth
no more than a dying fellow-man, no,y adoringl~- addressed Him as
Lord _cc Lord, remember me w.hen Thou COlllest into Thy kingdom."
The Saviour's response was prompt, and took the form of a promise
_cc Verily, I say unto thee, To-day shalt thou be with Me in paradise."
In the power and consolation of that exceedingly great and precious
promise the saved sinner died, having first witnessed the atoni11g
death of the Divine Promiser, and heard His redemption cry, "It is
finished"! Blessed cc first-fruits" he of the harvest of the Redeemer's
travail of soul!
Oh, brethren beloved, let us rely more constantly on the
Gospel promises.
Let us plead them, hope on them, wait f01'
them, bless our God for them, live on them, and-like the crucified,
penitent, believing thief-die on them.
---

THE EDITOR.
------~

'fHE PRECIOUS BLOOD.
of God, make this your study. For first. for
thought, here is food. Let murning call you to this
day find it your delight; let eyening hours close round
depth you can neYer fathom-a height \I'hich you can
length and breadth which you can neyer grasp.

o

CHILD

last, for every
YielV, let mid
it. Here is !lJ
never reach-a,

" Angels here fix a prying gaze,
They wonder, they adore;
To you it is Salyation', prize,
To you it is the gate of hea,-en."

Then study it with the most intense delight. Need I !lJel'd, use it T
Use it when ~ In every hour, for every hour may be hallowed by
it. Use it when temptation's darts are flying round. It is a suredefence. No hell-sent arrow ever pierced the blood-anointed shield.
When you read the Word you will find those liRes the brightest in
which the blood is seen. Use it in prayer. It is the plea of pleas. It
goes directly to the heart of God, and always wins a loving smile.Deun Law.
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"THE GOSPEL OF THE GRACE OF GOD."
(ACTS xx. 24.)1

glorious Gospel of salvation, it may be s'aid, is the masterpiece of
the grace of God. It is an epitome of the wisdom of the Triune
Jehovah. Therein all the perfections of the Deity shine forth. Every
attribute of the Godhead, and also every attribute of the Manhood
of Christ finds exhaustiye expression in the Gospel plan. The Gospel
is a Divine exhtibition of how mercy and truth haNe met together,
righteousness and peace have kissed each other (Psalm lxxxv. 10).
The centre and sum of the Gospel are the Lord Jesus Christ. In
Rim, from everlasting, have been hid all the Gospel treasures of God.
In Him Gospel believers are blessed with all spiritual blessings. His
Covenant suretyship, His illcarnation, obedience, sacrifice, atonement,
l'esurrection, ascension, enthronization, intercession, and prOInises, together constitute the substance, efficacy, and triumph of the Gospel.
The Gospel of salyation is the eternal thought aJld counsel of the
heart of God. It ,,"'IS no afterthought a.rising from the Fall-a,
remedy, as some of our moderll teachers expres it-but a decree of
free and soyereign mercy, designed before the ages to show forth the
exceeding riches of J ehoyah' grace ill His kindness toward helldeserving sinners through Christ Jesus. It is this absolute element
in the Divine scheme of salvation by grace that makes the Gospel
message. a « joyful sound" in the ears of those whom the Holy Spirit
has convicted of sin, and to whom He has made it a burden intolerable.
The proclamation of the Gospel is., according to eternal purpose, "the
power of God." The power of God insures the Gospel from the
possibility of failure. The salvation it sets forth is no mere experiment~a plan to make sinful men salvable, or tD place them in a
smte of probation, leaving it conditionally to themselves to believe,
repent, persevere. On the contrary, tire Holy Spirit uses the Word
of tlle Gospel of the grace of God to quicken, tD convince, to make
believing, and to bring forgiveness and peace to elected, favoured
.sinners. The Lord Jesus Christ wasl sellt into the world "to save"
sinners, not me,rely to make their salvatioll poss,ible, and, as some
people falsely suppose, to "give every man a chance." Christ, not
faith, is the meritorious, cause of justification. Faith is', indeed, the
eye which beholds Christ as the Justifier of the· ungodly, but no
THE
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merit attaches to the a,ct of thus beholding.' Him. " Behold, the Lamb
of God," which-not faith-ta,keth away sin. We may not attribute
to faith, or to any other grace, the glory that belong's to the sacrificed
Lamb alone. Faith is the instrument of communicating God's grace
to the soul, but not of procuring it.
The blood of Christ, which
purges away the guilt of the believer, exclusi,ely claims' the honoUl'
and glory of the result. Just as "prayer "as a.ppointed to convey"
the bless.ings of reconciliation, so does it also plead the
promises, opens its empty hand, and waits to be filled with all the
fulness of God. Faith rests on the Gospel ,'Yord, and receives, as a
free gift, salvation, and the "things which accompany sa,lvation."
Christ in His risen Person embodies the Gospel, and as such Spiritenabled faith relies on Him in'1plicitly, and is satisfied.
'What gloriou results the Gospel has accomplished in our fallen
world during the past 6,000 year! Every member of thOlt myriad
host on high, now gathered unto the ascended Saviour, reached that
heavenly bliss in' accordance with the truthl of "the' everlasting
Gospel." From the date of the Fall until now God's way of saJvation
has been but one. Abel, the first of Adam's race to die, died in the
faith of that same Gospel in which we, believers, to-da.y trust, and
confidently expect to die.
All through the dispensational ages,
whether patriarchal, legal, or evangelical, Chri t has' been made of
God to si=er their wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption. "Neither is there salvation in any other." Doubtless, the
"good tidings" have been more clearly expressed in the presellt
dispensation of the Holy Spirit, but the substallce of the reYelation
has never varied-le Christ is all," has always been "the hea,enly
theme." His," name" has ever been "poured forth" as fragrant oil
to revive and gladden broken-healied sinners, and to heal effectually
their wounds and bruises. There ha been" balm in Gilead" in
every age of the history of "the flock of slaughter." Sinner have
been gathered unto Christ from the east and the "est, the north and
south, and hJave sat down in the kingdom of hea.ven-all alike indebted to everlasting love and the dra"ing kindness of the God of
salvation. The last great day, "hen "the sons of God" shall be
"manifested," will make it plain that J eho,ah "a. never a respecter
of persons, and that "in every nation he that feareth Him, and
worketh righteousness', is accepted with Him." In Christ Jesus is
neither Jew nor Gentile. The Bride of the Lamb is "but one."
Christ loved "the Church," not the churches.
True, He
loves His redeemed people, a,s individuals, yet in their
totality they constitute His one loved object-" My undefiled is but
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one" (Song vi. 9). All have been bought at the cost of the same
precious blood, all an quickened and sealed by the one Spirit, all
are clothed with the identical robe of Christ's righteou~nessl, all are
"heir of God, and joint-heirs with Christ."
This blessed truth is closely associated with another, of which the
Apostle speaks in his Epis1tle. to the Philippians, namely, "fellowship
in the Gospel" (Phi!. i. 5). The compacting together of the various
members of the mystical body of Christ-the Church-involve~ intercommunion between them. The indwelling of each by the Spirit produces that" communion of saints" which, even on earth, brings" joy
unspeakable, and full of glory." The common bond between their
hea.rts is the preciousnes of the Lord J e,sus, their "One Beloved."
The Holy Ghost abides in them, as "the Spirit of Christ" (Rom. viii.
9). Christ permeates the entire body, and His will rules in all its
members. "In Him" is no division. "There is no sc11ism in the
body." "A bone of Him shall not be broken." "Fellowship in tbe
Gospel" is a peculiar, unique fellowship.
It is natural to the
spiritual body. The holy law which directs its exercise is essentially
of God. It i . He who makes brethren "to dwell together in unity."
On earth, indeed, this unity is subject to imperfection in it practical
ma.nifestation, but hereafter nothJing shall be suffered to mar its loveliness! One of the most attractive traits of the Gospel in the lives of
the Lord's people is their love one for another. "'Ve know we have
passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren." '\There
this love cannot be traced, the love of Christ Himself is absent. "He
that loveth not his brother abideth in death." Dear Harington Evans
has some trenchant remarks on the lack of brotherly love. They
may, to some minds, sound somewhat severe. But they aloe both true
and timely. He says: "How that word 'toleration' is used amongst
us ! How we tolerate one another! Predohaptists tolerate Baptists,
and Baptists tolerate Predobaptists; Dissenters tolerate Churchmen,
and Churchmen tolerate Dissenters. Oh, hateful word! Tolerate one
for whom Jesus died! Tolerate one whom He bears upon His heart I
Tolerate the temple of the living God! Tolerate an heir of God, all
expectant of glory! Tolerate him! Oh, my hearer 0, there ought to
be that in the word which would make u ashamed before God."
Beloved brethren, let us· seek grace of holy jealousy in this matter,
lest we manifest toward any of the Lord's dear people a temper nothing
better than that which faithful Mr. Harington Evans deplored. "Love
the brethren" is a chief precept of the Gospel of our salvation, and
cordial obedience to it adorns, above all things, the doctrine of Christ.
One of the saddest features of these "last days" is that the love of
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many is growing cold. Surely, if tlm infinite love of God to His
guilty people were more powerfully realized by them, they would more
readily" bear each other's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ."
Clifton.
J. O.
,. CAREST THO

::\OT? "

(MARK iv. 38.)

.• CAREST Thou not" that some of our beloved
Are hastening down the broad, much-trodden way,
Which surely leads to those dark, dismal prisons
Where lost souls hopeless stay?
"Carest Thou not" that they are wholly carelessThat they are blind to deadly dangers nearThat they are deaf to solemn warnings spoken,
With tenderness sincere?
,. Carest Thou not" that oft for their condition
We shed hot tears in hiding shades of nightThat oft for them, with tearless eyes, we sorrow,
In hOUTS of golden light?
Master, who caredst for Thy loving mother,*
When Thou wast suffering anguish nOlle can tell,
Oh, care for our beloved ones wandering blindly
'Neath ~atan's powerful spell.
Oh, make them care for their eternal future;
Oh, make them "fear," eternal "evil" dread;
Oh, stop them as Thou tltoppedst Saul of Tarsus,
At radiant noon long fled.
Oh. guide their feet into the heavenward pathway;
Oh, lead them to the heavenly city fair;
Oh, grant that they and we may rest tosether
In Thy sweet presence there.
ISA.

A FERVENT PRAYER.
LOOK not upon Thy servant, 0 my God, but through the precious
blood of Thy dear Son, and let the merits of a Saviour outcry the
demerits of a sinner. Remember not what I a sinner have done, but
call to Thy remembrance what He my Sayiour hath snffered. Oh let
his bloody sweat anoint my bleeding wounds, and accept His death
as the full wages of my offences. Lord, I am sick, I fly to Hiin as
my Physician; I am a trespasser, I fly to Him as my Advocate; I
am a suitor, I fly to Him as my Mediator; I am a sinner, I fly to
Him as my Saviour.-Quarles.
" John xix. 26,27.
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I1llgrim I1 ltJJers.
"WHERE HA8T THOU

GLEANED

'rO-DAY1"

" Consider the work of God."-EcCLESIASTES vii. 13.
"THEY that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great
waters; these see the works of the Lord, and His wonders, in the deep."
Seafaring men, whose business in life calls them to dwell in ships, are
here primarily referred to. They have· extensive and constant experience of the wonder-working hand of God; it conIes, under almost
daily notice. Happy are those among these toilers in the deep who
regard the Lord and the operation of His hand, and have a continual
eye to Him who holdeth the winds in His fists!
Then, again, those who
take voyage either for duty or pleasure are included; many are like
J onah, going contrary to the, will of J ehovah, and so find He can
easily raise contra.ry winds to arrest them. Others, like the Apostle
Paul, are constrained to go by the will of the Sovereign Lord of all,
earth, air, and sea, who first lays. upon Hii'J servant'sl mind the necessity
to go: « After I have been there (to Jerusalem) I must also see Rome n
(Acts xix. 21), and then provides the ships, at· the, expense of the
Sta,te, in which he shall be safely conveyed thither without personal
cost! "They that go down to the sea. in ships". may « pay the
fare," as Jonah did, yet never reach the place they designed, but in a
marvellous waT behold the works of the LDrd, and His, wonders in the
deep! working salvation in the midst of the sea. DoubtlesiS many are
saved eternally because by mysterious providence they were brought
to feel themselves utterly lost! and the terrors of the stormy deep
have driven their souls, to anchor on the only « sure and steadfast
hope set before Ui'J," even) Jes,us, the Hefuge of the soul, the hidingplace from the wind, and shelter for the storm-tossed. These « do
business in great watersl "-business that will enrich for eternity,
though every other pos,session may be lost or thrown overboard.
Indeed, at one time or other the Christian voyager will be brought
into such straits, such dangerous rocks and quicksands:, as to « count
all things but 101313 for the precious life that can only be secured" by
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord."
« For He commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind, which lifteth
up the waves thereof. They mount up to the heaven, they go down
again to the depths: their soul is melted because of trouble." « He
commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind." Here is the key to the
mysteriouiS uncertainty of the wind, yet how few acknowledge the
directing Power that commands, with sovereignty over the elements!
"But the Lord sent out a great wind into the sea, aild there was a
mighty tempest in the· sea," « that men may know that this iSI Thy
hand, and that Thou, Lord, hast done it." There was an incident in
the life of D. L. Moody, in probably his last voyage from England to
New York, strikingly illustrative of this. 80me disaster had befallen
the vessel, which rendered it considerably overdue, when a fearful
1
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storm arose, with which, in it disabled condition, the captain's crew
were unable to grapple, so that the numerous passengers were aware
of the gra,vity of the situation and consequent peril of their lives. At
this juncture Mr. Moody conducted a service on deck for the terrorstricken people, reading this pod ion of Psalm cvii., and offered prayer.
One lady was so struck with the suitability of the language to their
present circumstances that she asked to see the book from. which he
read, being ignorant that it was in the Holy Scriptures. Like the
Apostle Paul, on a similar occasion, the faith and calmness of that
honoured servant of Christ produced a. beneficial effect on the excited
minds of the &hip's company, and probably lasting impressions issuing
in the salvation of many on board. The storm abated, and the steamhip was eventually towed into haJ'bour, to the joy of the anxiouslyexpectant friends, who feared the worst for the oYel'due vessel.
It is a. grandly solemn sight to contemplate from the shore, safelyhoused, a terrific storm at sea, when the wind lifteth up the waves
thereof, and" maketh it boil," when they mount up to hea,ell, and go·
down again to the depths., and seem to be overwhelmed with wave
upon wave j "but what it must be to be there" we have never experienced, and can only imagine the distress, agitation, and fea.rfulness of such a scene. How many who have tasted its agonizing terror,.
have also tasted the peace-imparting power of Christ's ",Vord, spoken
horne to their heart, "It is I j be not afraid," for He who commandeth the winds and the waves, and they do obey Him still, ariseth
at the most critical moment, and says, "Peace, be still" j and then,.
commonly, "The ship was at the land whither they went," it outrides.
the tempest, and reaches a harbour of s-afety. For He i' the same
to-day, as yesterday, on the. sea of Galilee. There a·re other occasions
a·s well as on board ship when this striking imagery is true of the
storm-tossed soul on the sea of tribulation, when fierce winds of
temptation or persecution blow, when conflicting circumstances arise,
and all thing surrounding seem to conspire to render the situation
inextricable, and human aid unavailing. Then, indeed, "their soul
is melted because of trouble." Infinite Wisdom is pur uing one·
design hy different methods, as He in 'the days of His flesh illustrated
His work of Divine grace upon the souls of men by various modes of
healing power. Some were literally touched by His hand j others were
as surely touched by His ",Vord of power j some He bade to look up,.
and others to " go, wash." Some were terrified in the storm: " Carest
Thou not that we perish 1" j others sat at Hi feet, and must be
bidden to "go home to thy friends," ere they would leave that happy
spot. He knoweth the temperament of each; some must he stirred'
with earthqua}.e, "they reel to and fro, and tagger like a drunken
man," when the ship is to sed on the crested wave, when the earth
quakes, or the soul is in aJlagony of mental dish-ess, "and are at their
wit's end." VVe have been wont to say this is a. condition we like to
O'et into, because of its invaria.bly happy issue. As long as there is a
~lank to cling to, a gleam of hope to buoy us up, a di~tant sighting. of
deliverance at hand, we are so prone to clutch at tangIble human aId;
it is only when we arrive at our wit's end that the real cry goes.
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upward which invariably brings deliverance. " Then they cry unto the
Lord in their trouble, and He bringeth them out of their distresses."
How potent that cr~- i&! Yea, omnipotent, for it is of God, Spiritbreathed, and therefore prevails, as Jacob did at Peniel," because of
the inward endowment of energy whereby he wrestled successfully
with his thigh out of joint: as, Job explaint~ it, " Would He plead
against me with His great power? No, but He would put strength in
me" (Job xxiii. 6). "Then they cry unto the Lord." It is very
s,triking in the book of Judges, when hrael was impoverished, oppressed, and brought low, in their extremity-" at their wit's end"" they cried unto the Lord," and He raised up delivere,rs" making His
strength IIlanifest in their weakness, and in using weak things j a man
left_handed, one with an ox goad, not warlike~a woman-a thresher,
with very low views of himself and his house-a, man strong as a
Nazarite, but miserably weak in the hour of temptation, that God
might be magnified in the deliverance. "He will be very gracious
unto thee at the voice of thy cry; when He shall hear it, He will
answer thee" (Isaiah xxx. 19). That cry may seem to thee feeble as
an infant's, yet it is never uttered in vain! No tender mother would
neglect it; though rare it be, yet some cruel woman, ostrich-like, may
do so': "Yea, they ma.y forget, yet I will not forget thee" (Isaiah
xlix. 15). That cry is heard by Him alone. The Father of mercies
will hear. "He will answer thee"; and when the prompt deliverance
comes, we know it is so, and sonship is ratified! "He bringeth them
out of their distresses" ; whether tha.t distress be peril of their lives at
sea, or circumstantial peril on life's trihulated, tempestuous waves, or
deep distress of soul, in the convicted sinner seeking salvatioIli.
" Jesus knows your silent weeping,
When before His throne you bow;
Never, never is He sleeping,
Where He reigns in glory now.
" On life's dark and restless ocean,
'Mid the billows' loud commotion,
Fearful one, your Lord is there,
He will make you still his care."

"He ma.keth the storm a calm, so tha,t the waves thereof are
still." This is the result of a· cry "unto the Lord." There is no
potency in any other being!
We would boldly challenge Roman
Catholics to find Scripture warrant for cry to any created being', the
Virgin Mary or any saint of the calendar, but to the Alnlighty ! The
Christ of God literally fulfilled this Scripture on the sea of Galilee,
and thus proved His essential right t.o be called, "The mighty God"
(Isliah ix. 6).
"Then are they gla.d beoause they be quiet." When the tumult
without is stilled; when the far greater tumult within is stilled by His
peace-speaking voice, what gladneBs takes the place of dismay and
ten-or; how exquisite the joy; how Berene the calm! The Word of
God affords us counsel in difficulty, an'd its reElult: "Stand still"
(Exod. xiv. 13); "I stand" (1 Kings xvii. 1); "Sit still" (Ruth iii.
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18); "I sat down" (Canticles ii. 3); "Be still" (Psalm xlvi. 10).:
"He arose and said, Peace, be still, and there was a great calm"
(Mark iv. 39). "His Word was with power." It produces a serenity
that baffles description. It must be experienced to be realised! It is
"the peace of God, which passeth all understanding." "Pea.ce,
perfect peace," of the mind that is sta.yed on Jehovah!
Many a
storm-tossed ma.riner has proved it. Many a cry ha called forth the
interposition of Omnipotent Love, to the abiding peace of the wrecked
soul that ha,s found refuge and repose on the bosom of " J eSUii1, lover of
my soul."
"So He bringeth them to their desil'ed haven." "So." Not
without the stormy tempest; not upon a smooth sea reflecting the
sunshine, like a mirror; plea.sant sailing such as human nature delights
in, but contrary to na.ture. " Thy way is in the sea, and thy pa.th in
the great waters." "He led them through the deep, as a horse in
the wilderness, that they should not stumble" (Isaiah lxiii. 13). How
expressive. the figure· of careful guidance! "So He bring-eth them
unto their desired haven." "I will bring the blind by a way that they
know not. I will lead theIn in paths that they have· not known. I
will make darkness, light before them, and crooked things straight.
These things will I do unto them, and not forsake them." So they
reach the haven where they would be. Fear not, tempest-tossed soul,
thou art in the royal way, the King's. highway, to the haven of everlasting peace and blessednes !
" Oh, that men would praise the Lord for His goodness, and for His
wonderful works to the children of men!" Surely when the ship's
company, after such a perilous voyage, reach the port of calm and
safety, they will praise the Lord for His: goodness. Ala! how ma.ny,
when peril is past and gone, forget to raise the tribute of thanksgiving; but where the cry has gone up and entered into the ears of
the Lord of Sabaoth, the praise is sure to folIo"', because the Spirit
of grace and supplications is accompanied" witb thanksgidng." Still
constant "debtDrs to mercy alone" lleed reminding of incessant calls
for grateful acknowledgment. Thus the Lord puts us off in remembrance to stir us up to praise at every fresh occasion or new manifestation to our souls of His wonderful works to the children of men.
There is something very touching in the expression "children," as if
the Lord would remind us of His relation to us as our Father in
heaven, and also that the mature t men, men in their prime of strength
and vigour, need His tender care, providing love, and watchful vigilance, and are as truly dependent OIl Him for all they need as. little
children!
"Let them exalt Him also in the congregation of the people, and
praise Him in the assemb~y of the· elders." ., Extol Him! " th:at God in
all things 00 glorified, through Jesus Chri t our Lord." Two special
places are mentioned-the congregation, which word implies, by its
derivation, "gregis," a sheep ; the sheep of His pasture gathered together for worship; "Praise waiteth for Thee, 0 God, in Zion"; and
then, "Where two or three are gathered together in My Name, there
am I in the midst of them." "Sing unto the Lord a new song, and His

'-

589

The Gospel Magazine.

';".

praise 1ll the congregation of saints" (PSialm cxlix. 1). "And in the
assembly of the elders." A recent writer has called attention to the
fact that the written ",'Vord, like the Incarnate Word, has a threefold
aspect. It" was, and is, and is to come." There is a past fulfilment,
a present fulness to meet every need, and a future fulfilment in the
glory to come j so while prai e wa.s ascending in' the rDyal Psalmist's
day, it is taking place now in theassem bly of the elders, here below j
and in the Revelation we get a glimpse of the glory that awaits us,
where the four-and-twenty elders, clothed in white raiment, and" upon
their heads are crowns of gold," are seated surrounding the throne of
God aud the Lamb. vVe take these" elders" to be tIle heads of the
twelve tribes of Israel and the twelve Apostles of the Lamb-elders of
the Old Testament Church and ·of the New j and we may be as ured,
if here below in the assembly of the" elders" we have joined in truly
praising the God of our salvation and of deliverances, we shall, in a
"nobler, sweeter sonf1:," mingle our voices in the heavenly anthem,
without fear of a jarring note to put the choir out. vVe love to read
the word, "Let," as God's permission and God's imperative j thus it
shall be, "For the Lord of ho, ts hath purposed, who shall disannul
it? " vVell might the next Psalm open with, "0 God, my heart is.
fixed j I will sing and give praise, even with my glory" (Psalm cviii.
1), for every fresh occasion for the cry to go up, and bring deliverance
down, is proof that the communication between the King and the Court
of hea,ven and the soul whose faith is tried on earth, is being maintained
by the Divine Spirit, who first opened that cha.nnel of blessed
communion!
MARY.
Leicester.
"HAS HE DO~E IT FOR ME?"
"How precious are Thy thoughts, 0 God, unto me" Yes, unto
me. It is not enough to haye heard of the great truths of the Gospel,
nor even to have preached them. Haye I received the truth in the
love of it? To be told of the great and deep purposes of God to His
Church, and of what a Saviour's love has effected for her, is precious;
but it must be, in the face of eternity, a matter closer home than this
-has He done it for me? Are you anxious, dear reader, upon this
point? Who made Yllu so? Who aroused this desire within? Wherc
did you get this longing for Christ? It cannot come from Satan, that
is certain j nor can fleshly feelings be the origin of the matter; nor
Cl1n human tuition nor training produce anything of a spiritual
character. No.; the fact is" These feeble desires,
These wishes so weak,
'Tis Jesus inspires,
An d bids thee still seek."

It is His own work, through

His own Spirit, and none can let or

hinder it:
" The work which His goodness began
The arm of His st.rength will complete."

-(;e01'ge Cowel!.
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WELL-SPRIN GS.

"Remember what Amale7c did unto thee by the way, when ye we)'e Gome
forth out of Eyypt,. how h'! met thee by the way, and smote the hindmost
of thee, even all that we1'8 {eeble behind thee, when thou wc"st faint and
weary,. and he fectred not God. 'Therefore it shall be, when the Lorcl thy
God hath yiven thee 1"6st /Tom all thine enel/lies 1'm"ncl ab01d, in the land
which the Lord thy Gocl Uive/h thee for an -inheritance to possess it, that
:thou shalt blot out the rememlJT'an';e of Amalek from uncleI' heaven,. thou
.shalt not {oryet it."--DEuTERoNmfY xxv. 17-19.
THE first mention made of Amalek, the progenitor of this people, who
were to be the avowed enemies of the Lord God of Hosts, we find in
Genesis xxxvi. 12, Amalek was the son of Eliplmz, alld grandson of
the patriaJ'ch Esau, and thus the father of the Amc1lekites, a. people
-called of his name. ThEy are supposed to have dwelt in Arabia Petrea,
and were at once the avowed enemies of the Hebre,,;;; their name
signifying, a smiting, or striking people. And one cannot but be
.convinced that some of the most deeply solemn passages in the Word
.()f God are inscribed concerning this people, who, as enemies of His
.chosell nation, were likewise enemies of God Himself; and regarding
all such, He has declared, "The Lord shall blot out his naIne from
under heaven."
Turn to E:s:odus xvii, 8, where we read the circumstance stated in
our context, "Th811! canle Amalek, and foughlt with Israel in Rephi·dim." "Then came Amalek!" How like the great enemy of souls
now! Is he not always on the watch to catch us, in our weakest or in
our most exalted m.oments? '1'he Israelites have but just experienced
the delivering hand of their God from Egypt. They have sung their
song of praise and deliverance" unto the Lord, for He hath triumphed
gloriously" ; and, alas! but three days after they are found murmuring
agains.t Moses at the bitter waters of Marah ! Again, "ith the healing
of the water and being made sweet to their ta.ste; arter a rest at
Elim, they againi pursue their journey on to the "ilderness of Sin;
where, in a fit of rebellion, "the whole congregation of the children of
. Israel murmured against Moses and Aaron in! the "ilderness," and
bread from hoa.ven is promised and supplied, in spite of their base
ingratitude to their delivering a.nd sustaining God, again"t Whbm they
were so sinfully rebelling. "For," says Moses, "the Lord heareth
your murmurings, which ye mun:nur a.gainst Him; and what are we?
your murmuringsl aTe not against us, but aga.inst the Lord." Once
more is Israel forgiven, and :supplied by their J ehovah-Jireh; this
time with that heavenly, mysterious, "small, round thing," which
thiey called" manna," for they wist not what it was, the name signifying, "What is it? "
Ao'ain, to prove their dependence upon that God who has undertake~l to supply all the needs· of a.ll His people, the Israelites journey
.on from the wilderness of Sin, "and pitched in H..ephidim." Oh,
sinful, rebellious, thankless Israel! is it possible, that past mercies
should so soon be forgotten? I have but to look within my own
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heart of sin, and confess with sorrow and confusion of fa.ce, "It is
even so." "And tlre people thir ted there for water j a.nd the people
murmured against Mo-ses, and said, 'Wherefore is this that thou hast
brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children, and our
cattle with thirst 1" And again, upon the pleading or their leader
Moses, water is supplied them from the smitten rock; and surely we
take up the inspired language of wondering praise, and say, " 0 I rael,
who is like unto thee, 0 people saved -by the Lord! "
But to proceed. "Then ca~ne Al.l1uJek, anJd fought with! Israel in
Rephidim." They have been subjects of most maJ'ked and wondrous
deliverances, and now they are to experience something of the wilderness testings. vVas it not so with Je UEl, Who, having hea~'d His
Father's declaration, "'Phis is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well
pleased," is immediately driven of the Spirit into the wilderness to
be tempted of the devil? Depenid upon it, beloved, the Lord Who
knowet.h our pa.th, and is acquainted with all our ways, knows also
how to keep us dependent. Up Oil Himself for all our supplies. He,
who is able to "make our feet like hinds' feet," to "tread our high
places" in safety, a.nd there give us to raise our joy notes to "the
Chief Singer upon our st.rillged instruments," can also- make our songs
to be heard in Hw nJight, yea, and that ofttimes when from "the
inner prison." Thlu the Israelites were not long let a.lone. In mercy
and loving kindnes;s-, J ehovah wove ror them their weh of life, in loving
corrections. Ala, how oft they needed them! How oft they grieved
Him in the desert! How" soon they forgot His works, and waited
IlJot for His counsel"! What a catena of I'lins, rebellions, and failures
from them: ,Yas it not in mercy that He thu permitted the C:ll1aanite, the Amalekite, to remain in the land? All was done for Israel's
futme good, whilst the present -was their painful experience. AmaJek
may fight and persecute, but he will not prevail. The time will come
when God will arise for His Israel, and Amalek shaH be utterlv cas-t
down. By Balaam' mouth Jehova.h's "'ord shall be decla.red: '" And
when he looked on Amalek he took up his parable, and said, Amalek
was the first of the nations [" tha.t wa~Ted against Israel," margin],
but his latter end shall be that he perish for ever" (Numb. xxiv. 20).
That is another solenlll truth uttered by the lips of an enemy d
hi God," As I have done, so God hath requited me." God, who has
said, ., He that toueheth you [my people] toucheth the apple of his
eye" [to hi own hurt], never forgets an injury shown them, nor like·
wise overlooks a kindness bestowed upon them, even to noticing " d
cup of cold water."
Turn IlIow to the 16th of 1 Samuel, and see there: "Thus saith the
Lord of hosts, I remember that which Amalek did to Israel, how he
laid wait for him in the way, when he came up from Egypt." Gao.
with Whom is no haste, no variableness, nor shadow of turnil1O', can
wait His time. With regard to the fulfilment of His Word cOllc~rning
Amalek, He can a.fiord to wait foUl' hundred and twelve years, but :;}
the end He remembers, He· requit-es. "It is time for Me to arise."
Oh,. soleml:, word of J ehovah, when it ~oncel'll_ the judgment of guilty
natIOns. . Wbosoever shall fall on thlS stone shall be broken: but on

592

The Gospel Magazzne.

whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder." "Now, go
and &mite Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and spare
them not j but slay both man and woman, infant and suckling, ex
and sheep, camel and ass." VYe know how Saul sinned in sparin(~
Agag and the best of the cattle, and how the work of justice was le£C
to Samuel thfe prophet, who" hewed Agag the king of the Amalekites
in pieces j but of the people it is written, "Saul utterly deSltroyed all
the people with thle edge of the sword." Thus the sword of justice was
turned upon the enemies of God's Israel, and under it, acco-rding n
the word of J ehovah, to a man they died.
Now let us seek to take home the lesson! of our text, beloved
readers, to our own hearts, " Remember what Amalek did unto- thee by
the way." What a constant recurrence of that ,,'ord "remember," as
an exhortation to Israel there is in the 'Word of God. It is not to
bring our enemies' sins to remembrance, but our God's mercie,: toward
us. "Remember thou wa,st a ser,ant in the land of Egypt." "Remember what the Lord thy God did unto Pharaoh."
Remember all
the way which the Lord thy God led thee."
"Hemember the Lord
thy God, for it is He that giveth thee power to get wealth." ,. Hemembel', and forget not, how thou provokedst the Lord thy God to wrath
in! the wilderness." "R.emember the da.y that thou camest forth out
of Egypt." "nemember the days of old," etc. Yes, recall past deliverances, remember the days of thy wea.knesSi, and thy God's strength
put forth on thy behalf j thy failures and His successes-thy &ins and
His so great salvation-thy dangers and Hi timely deliverances-lest
thou forget! Let the remembrance of Amalek be unto thee a warning
and an exarnple of whlat sin uTIlrestrained-the times of our weakness
and these selves of our -without grace, can do. There is truth in
the old adage, "sin never comes alone j where sin ent-ers, she always
comes with one on each arm." Take waming j remember the beginnings of small (small in thy sight oruly) sin. Remember the g'1'o,,·th
of Amalek from Eau-to a mighty nation of enemies to the Lord God of
Israel and His people. Hemember from what thou art deli'l'ered, and by
"What a deliverance!" nest secure of nothing shOli of Him. Tread
softly, tenderly, for thou 'last a bondsman in Egypt: yea, an alien, an
enemy once to thy mighty Dcli'l'erer, ,Yha brought thee up out of
Egypt. nemember the God of Amalek's confusion. and thy salvatioll.
Oh, the heights and depths of so,ereign grace and mercy! For when
mercy comes to thy relief, dear harassed child of God, sovereign,
pardoning grace comes in her train, and mercy is that Bparkling diamond in the ring- of Hi reconciliation, reception, and festive union.
God's preceptive ,Vord to everyone of His redeemed Israel i , "Remember." And the same God declares for Israel, "I remember."
May it stir us up tD seek more, and rely more and more upon His
strength. Amalek came upon them in a time of ',eakness, from behind, under mos,t disadvarutageous circum;;tances j for, a;; jUBt starting
out of the Egyptian bondage, they were sickly, \\'eak, .1isonlE'rerl, unprepared for the uneven fight.
These are the like opportunities
which the great adversary seeks to avail himself of now to om' hurt.
But do we not recall the words' of Divine promise, "Fear thou not, for
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there be more with u than for our enemies" 1 "Our God shall fight
for us." "Be not afraid. Remember the Lord."
Dear reader, our enemies are many, they are lively arid strong.
Israel has each one for hJimself to leun the plague of his own heaTt.
What corruptions therein!
What cons,tant call for warfare j "not
against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darknes8 of this world, again8t 8piritual
wickedness in high places"; not with ca,rnal weapons, but' spiritual,
" a.nd mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds." Mean-"
while, may our souls not be over-much discouraged by the roughness
of the way; or if such be the case, up, dear child of God, betake yourself and your case to Him, Who, in His own time and way is subduing
every enemy under Him, for His elects' sake, who cry day and night
unto Him:.. Our <lear Deli "erer'. love is such,
He c~nnot long deiay ;
Meitntim", that foe CIO't boast of much
Who makes us watch and pray."

Finally, when the last enemy of the land of thine inheritance is
subdued and utterly destroyed, "Thou shalt not forget it"; and
throughout the countle s ages of eternity, th\y praise shall be employed to thy God of Deliverances-Him that hath delivered, "doth
deliver, and in Whom we trust that He will yet deliver us." "And
the Lord said unto Moses, "\iVrite this for a memorial in a book, and
rehearse it in the ears of Joshu'l: for I will utterly put out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven. And Moses built an altar,
and c'llled the name of it J ehovaru..nissi [CC the Lord my banner"]; for
he said, Because the Lord hath sworn that the Lord will have wa·r with
Amalek from generation to generation."
Beloved reader, take the promise to your hea.rt, and know how
every jot and tittle of the Word of your God, shall stand for you, fulfilled as it already is in the mind of Him Who cannot lie nor repent.
"Hath He not said, and sh~ll He not do it 1 or hath He 8poken, and
shall He not make it good 1 "
R.

CONSOLATION FOR GOD'S DEAR CHILDREN IN DARK
DAYS.

:::..

ARE you afraid of coming short of eternal glory 1 Listen to the
promise, "He tha'+-, hat,h begun a good work will perform it until the
day of Jesu.3 Christ"
"Now unto Him who is able to keep you
from falling."
Thns kept, h,w can you perish 1 Are friends and
kindred alienated, and do you feel desolate and lonely 1 "When my
father and mother forsake me, then the Lord will take me up." Do
the infirmities anr] the weaknesses of age accumulate around you 1
" Even to old age I am He; and even to hoar hairs will I carry you.
I have made, and I will bear; even I will ca.rry, and will deliver you."Winslow.
2 Q
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THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST:THE ONE THIKG NEEDFUL.

"lIe 'is altogether llively."-SOLOMON'S SOKG v. 16.
"One thing is needful."-LuKE x. 42.

WE think we need wany things, and by that impious thouaht

COll-

tradict the teaching of the Lord J 13 us, that ouly "one thing°is needful," which proves the hateful un belief of our helrts, and shows
how little we really believe Him, or receive HiE! teaching, even when
it is so plain as to be unmistakable.
It is, however, a solemn
thing to give the lie to His word, in our thoughts, words, or actions!
The lesson is most important-" But one thing is needful."
THE 'I'EACHEH

was God as well as Man, and therefore He knows, our Heed better
than we do, and also knows exactly what will supply that need,
which we do not. Infinite Wisdom declares, "But one thing is needful." It is truest humility to hearken to His instruction and give
ear to the word of Him who is "The Truth."
'I'Hl' PEHSONS

to WhOlll the Lord Jesus immediately taught this lesson were twoMartha and Mary. They were very different in character and disposition, but Jesus loved them both. Martha was "cumbered" with
much serving, and "careful" with many anxieties. Having received
Him into her house, she oilvinced a restless, over-anxious desire to be
90ing something for Him, and this led her into a miserable state of
mind. She yielded to a· jea.lous, self-pitying feeling th'lt tFie Lord
Jesus did not "care," and took no notice of her laudable diligence
fverse 40); and she actually wanted Him to rebuke her sister Mary
for her negligence in not helping. It wao' a pity Maliha did not
leave Mary alone. As it was, the Lord rebuked the fOl1ner, and
cOll1mended the latter, which must ha,e astonished them both.
What we think right play be wrong in His sight. In very gentle
terms the Lord reproved Martha for her bustling, careful spirit, worrying about "many things," telling her that Mary had chosen "the
good pa.rt." Thus the Lord instructed Martha in what was wrong,
and confirmed Mary in what was right, as she sat
AT HIS FEET

and heard His word, occupying the lowly position of a hearer. His
feet are the place of blessing, where the humble soul receives from His
fulness. This is the place of rest and quiet waiting; as- well as of
prayer and sacred contrition. To sit at the feet of Je,sus and learn
of Him was, Mary's choice. She loved to be near her Lord, and be
taught how to serve in meekness. At Christ's feet humble, waiting
souls find
THE ONE THING NEEDFUL,

which is Chri8Jt Himself, in His abiding presence. His presence is
promised: "La, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the
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,,'orId" (Matt. XXVll!. 20). "He hath said, I will nevel' leave thee
uor forsake thee" (Heb. xiii. 5). His presence is accompanied with
.~racious in&truction, "All thy children shall be taught of the Lord"
(Is. liv. 1:3). He looks in love, and kindly teaches His Marys quietly
sit-tiug still, "In quietnes!> and confidence i,' their strength" (Is.
xxx. 15). Much gracious teaching i. received by meek, tranquil,
peaceful spirits, which is altogether missed by the more busy, rest,
less, anxious dispositious. "The words of wise lI.len :1re heard in
quiet" (Eccl. ix. 17). Divine teaching precedes acceptable service.
To leam of the Lord is of more importance at Jirst than to work
for the Lord. The latter without the r011ner is faulty, because it
exhibits a "zeal not a(;(;f)rding to knowledge" (Rom. x. 2). The best
learners alway pmve the best- workers in the long run. But, there
can be no learning apart from the Teacher. ,True wisdom is to cleave
dose to Him, hearkening to His Word, gazing up into His face, and
waiting. Mary's attitude of listeniug a.nd looking well becomes His
children. To them He reveals Himself as so
~EEDFUL

that they leaI'u they cau do uothing without Hilll (John xv. 5). He
becomes increasingly needful and precious to thew.
His blood is
ueedful to cleanse them from all sin (1 John i. 7). His righteousness
i~ needful to clothe their souls (Isaiah lxi.
10).
His grace
is ueedful in its commuuications, to sustain aud anctify (2 Cor. xii.
9). His LOI'B is needful to comfort under tribulation (2 Cor. i. 4).
His power i" needful to defeud them from a.ll foe aud fears (Ps. lxii.
2). Hi!> atonement is needful to give acces' to the Throne of grace
and to the )1ercy-Seat (Eph. ii. 18). His Intercession is needful f01'
the- sinner's acce.ptance with the Father (Heb. vii. 25). His hand is
needful to uphold and direct (Ps. cxix. 117). Hisl streugth is needful
for salvation frOIn all dangerl'l and snares (2 Cor. xii. 9). His Spirit
is most- needful, for "if any ma·n have not the Spirit of Christ, he
is none of His" (Rom. viii. 9). Thus, His people know that Jesus
is the" One Thing Needful."
He is their portion--" that good part which shall neve,r be taken
away." All the losses of which we complain are not real losses at
all, beca.use we cannot lose Him. Without Him we have nothing,
with Him \Ve have everything. He is lovely as
THE ONE THING NEEDFUL.
Bath.

E. C.

SmlE are in the furnaee of affliction, and know not why the Lord
"tries them, but it is that they may seek Him.
Many have their
earthly cisterns broken that they may be brought to the fountain;
their pOOl' bodies are afflicted for the healing of their souls; their
fnends removed, that they may find them the messengers of life; they
2,re reduced to poverty and want, in order that they may seek the
true riches, which can only be found in Christ, the All in All of His
people.-Hawke1'.
2 Q 2
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PASTORAL NOTES.
'l'HE SAVIOUR'S

NEED.

" The Lol'cZ hath need of him."·-LuKE xix. 34.

How remarkable I-need of ~t colt, the foal of an as%! The Saviour
was about to enter into Jerusalem ag its rightful King. He was, in
His human nature, "the Son of David," being descended in direct liue
from King David through His mother, and also through the line,age of
His reputed father, Joseph. He had a right, therefore-even humanly
apeaking-to claim the throne of J udah as His o\\'n, and tD be crowued
in the royal city of J enlsalem as the King of the Jews. Herod was a
usurper in more ways than one, and the Saviour might justly have
dethroned him if He had chosen to do so.
He entered publicly, as claiming His right, accompanied by a
multitude of rejoicing followers j and it might ha,e been expected tklt
upon such a special occasion He would have had need of mauy tllill~·~.
Our newly-crowned King, on the day of his coronation a.ud eutry itlll)
the metropolis of his empire, had need of a, gorgeous coach, dra,Yu b~
eight splendid horses, and of magnificent robes allCI a glittering
crown j he had need of attendant nobles, high officials of state, and of
ever-so-many other things which betokened his state and power j but
the Saviour needed only a colt, the foal of an ass!
We know why this was the case. It was in fulfilInent of a prophecy given upwards of 600 year before by the prophet Zechari.lh,
"Rejoice greatly, 0 daughter of Zion j shout, 0 daughter of Jerusalem j
behold, thy King cometh unto thee j He is just, and having salvation;
lowly, and riding upon an ass, a.nd upon a colt, the foal of an ass.'"
That prophecy, as well as all the other prophecies', which referred to
the particulars of the Saviour's life and death, had to be fulfilledthe Scripture could not he broken-and heuce tIle Saviour's need.
What a. confu'mation 111 ay this be of the belie,er's faith in the complete
fulfilment of all the prophecies, the assurances, and. the promises of
God's Word. The most insignificant, as "ell as the more apparently
important, of those prophecies, assurances, and promises must all be
fulfilled, in the most complete and literal manner, without a slllg1e
exception.
And we may also understand that the Saviour adopted this manner
of publicly entering into His royal city as an out"ard manifestation
of meekness and humility. He said of Himself, "I am meek, and
lowly of heart," and He showed Himself to be so. V{hat cared He for
the show and glitter, the pomp and grandeur of the world 1 He
would teach His, disciple' and followers to care for theIll as little as
He did. And so He had need-on this one day of His earthly exa.ltation-not of a magnificent palfrey or of a gorgeous chariot, but of a
humble colt. Hence He sent two of His disciples before Him, saying,
"Go ye into the village over against you, in the which, at yOlir
entering, ye shall find a colt tied, whereon yet never man sat: loose
him and bring him hither. And if any man ask you, Why do ye
loose him 1 thus shall ye Ela.y unto him, Because the Lord hath need of
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bim.·· Probably the owner of the colt had received some great
benefit from our Lord; he may have been healed by Him of some
terrible disease, or received a spiritual blessing; and therefore he was
proba.bly quite ready and very glad to render Him a service.
Here we are reminded of the usefulnes, and needfulnes sometimes of
little and humble things. See, e.g., an elaborate and complicated
machine. It has some very important woTl~ to do, and it exhibits in
a remarkable manner the ingenuity aDd skill of man. It is composed of a. large number of different parts, some of which are very
simple, but others are very intricate j and yet all tho e different parts
are so intimately connected with one another, and dependent upon
one another, that the simple parts are quite as necesS'l.l'y, and as, important, as the intricate, and if one of them be wanting, the whole
machine is thro·wn out of order.
Similarly, a. skilled workman may have and use a considerable
number of different tools, some large, some small, some cheap and
sinlple, some costly and elaborate; but he sometimes finds that the
sma.]l and simple one, are just as uecessary as the large and elaborate
oues, and that he could not do his work without them.
The reader may perhaps ha,e obsen'ed a workman engaged in a
work \yhich is now and then required in almost every modern house,
Yiz., fixing a new 8oa8h-line in a windO"\y. The line, or rope, has to be
pa,sed oyer a pulley in the woodwork near the top of the window, and it
has to be brought do",} behind the woodwork and fastened to one of
the weights which are placed there to suspend the window-slsh. The
workman ma, ha,e a large number of toolEl with him, and yet not one
of them will enable him to do that work successfully, or, at lea.st, expeditiously.: but a little piece 07 a. small chain will enable him to do
it. That little piece of cha-in can be passed over the pulley
without any difficulty when the rope would stick fast, and it enables
the workman to pull the rope easily over also, and thus to accomplish his task. A very insignificant thing is that piece of cha.in, and
it might be considered a,s practically worthless, but it is extremely
useful to the "'orkman, and he really needs it for his work.
A palace may be a magnificent building, but if one part of it be
defective or injured, the whole effect of it may be spoilt. The
human body is composed of many different members, but they are all
important, and some of the least esteemed-as the Apostle Paul
reminds us-aTe quite as preciouf> and as really needful for the welfare
of the whole body as those members which are highly esteemed.
So it is with the Church of Christ, and all the members of His
,piritual body. The Lord has need of them, even of the mOElt insignificant. They are essential for the completeneEls of that body, and for
the manifeEltation of His power, His wisdom, His love, and His glory
throughout eternity.
" Need of me" ! exclaims a humble-minded believer, « the Lord have
lleed of me! It cannot be. What can I do for Him; I who am 0
insignificant and weak and foolish and worthless?" Yes, He has'
need of you-even you.
A lady, returning home one day from the house of God, almos,t
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unconsciously exclaimed aloud, "Why was it 1 OIl, I wish that somebody could tell me !., "Could tell you what 7" said a pleasa.nt voice
behind her; and, turning round, she saw her pastor and hi wife approaching. c, I wish you could tell me," she Slid, .c why the Saviour
died for us 1 I have never heard it answered to my satisfaction. You
will sa.y that it Wa,1\1 beca.use He loved us; but why was that love? He
certainly did not ueed us, and iu our sinful state there was nothing in
us. to attract His, love." "I may suppose," auswered her pastor, "that
it would be no loss for you to lose your deformed little babe. You
have a large circle of friends, you have other children, and a. kind
hushand. You do not need the deformed child; aud what use is it 1"
"Oh, 8ir," the lady replied, C'I could not part with lily poor child.
I do need him. I need hi love. I would ratber die tllau fail of receiving it." ",Yell," said her pastm, does God lo,e His cllildrell
le than earthly, sinful parents do 1" c, I llever looked upon it iu
that wa.y before," said the lady.
Oh, that the thought may sink deeply into our minds aud affect our
hearts and lives! It seems impossible, perhaps. How can the Lord
of life and glory, the King of killgs, the great a.nd adora.ble J ehonl,
have need of us alld our love, poor wonns of earth, full of imperfections, infirmities, and worthlessness? How can we have any share in
making up the per£ectiou -of His Church, or manifestiug His glory?
And yet we may have, by His Spirit.'s mighty coust.raining power and
wonderful workiug; "ud therefore He ha.. need of us~even of us.
Afflicted one! remember this. Your affliction may seem unaccountable; and often you may be inclined to exclaim, "Why am I thus?"
Laid as,ide, perha.ps, from act.ivity and apparent usefulness, it may
seem as if you were no good to anyoue or for anything. And yet the
Master has ueed of you, and can make use of you in His own wonderworking way. It may be that your patience, a.nd resigna.tiou. your
willingness to suffer what He sees fit to lay upon you, and your
experience of His sustainiug' power and comfort, may have an influeilce upon others which nothing else could haYe, and may promote His
glory ai'! nothing' else could do. It may be tInt beinfr cc a chosen
vessel" unto Him, it is needful that He slLOuld c. shmy you how great
things you must suffer for His name's sake." Therefore, beloved,
" think it not strange concerning the fiery trial whicL is to try you, as
though some strauge tIling" happened unto you: but rejoice, inasmuch
as you are partakers of Christ's sufferin~s.: that, when Hi glory shall
be revealed, you way be glad also with exceedillg joy." And" the
t.rial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold which
perisheth, t.hough it be tried with fire," shall" be found unto praise
and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ."
Harassed and tempted one! Remember this. 'iVhy should you be
hara.ssed-perhaps you ask-with cares and Yexatious, and perplexities, whilst many whom you know are-or seem to be~free from
them? Why should you be tempted in the keenest manner, in your
own person, in your business transactions, or in spiritual matters,
so that it seems as if you are alwayi'! in jeopardy, and t.hat you must
be overcome at some time or other, and be a· shipwreck 7 Beloved,
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did not yam Master say, .' If any man vnll come after Me, let him
take up hl~ ClaSS dally)'? and may not this be your cross~your
special cro~s--.iust the one which He sees' it is desirahle that you
s'liould bear, and which will be followed by a special crown? He has
lleed of you; He wants you to be with Him, and to see and share His
glory; but you have to pass through a time of special preparation first,
in which you have to leaI'll tha.t His strength is made perfect in weaklles's, and that if you are to be a conqueror, it can only be " through
Him who has loved you."
Worker for Christ!
Are you, dear reader, such? Rernember this
-the Lord hath need of you, Do not make excuses and say, "It is
. useless for me to attempt to work for Him, because I can do so little,
and whatever has to be done can be done just as well without me as
with me." If you belong to Christ, depend upon it He has some work
for you to do, and He says to you, "SOIl-or Daughter-go work
to-day in my vineyard." It may be humble work, it may be illsignifi:;ant work, it may seem to be of little or no importance, yet nevertheless, it is work which He wishes you to do, and He has need of you to
do it. Oh, think of His words, "If a.ny man sene Me, him will My
Father honour," 'Whatsoever thine hand, therefore, "findeth to do"
for Him, "do it with thy might."
Some Christians, it is to be feared, live very selfish, and consequently comparatively useless lives. It seems as if it might be said
of them:" They live for themselves, they cue for themsch-es,
For them'elves. and none be'ideJu-t as if Jesus had never hl,pd,
And as if He had never died."

But how much happiness and blessing do they lose! They seem to be
so engrossed with their own affairs that they are oblivious of the cares
and sorrows and wants of others. They express syrnpathy sometimes,
perhaps, but they do not practically' show it. How little are they in
this respect like their Master, who was full of practical sympathy for
others, and always-with immeasuI1able self-denial-went about showing it and doing good.
.
Have they not hea.rd of the believer, newly brought to the knowledge of Jesus, and full of first love, who bitterly lamented that he
had not lived when the S'LViour was upon earth, for then, he said,
he would have been able to have shown and proved his love to Him.
He would have followed Him wherever He went, he would have
ministered to His necei:lsities:, he would have washed His feet, and in
ever-so-many ways proved 'his love and devotion. Falling asleep, he
dreamt th'1t an angel appeared to him, and brought him to a great
city, and to a miserable garret in it. There lay a poor dying man,
and as he and the ang'el stood beside his bed, they could see that
his lins were pqrched with thirst, and they heard him faintly murmur,
" Oh, that someone would bring me a little water, for I am so thirsty."
Then they visited a damp and gloomy cellar, where a poverty-stricken
family were crouching together, and the children were crying for
bread. And again out in the streets they met a little fair-haired
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child, wandering aimlessly about, and they heud her say, ,. Oh, what
shall I do 1 mother is dead, and father is gone away, and I have no
home to go to." And the angel said, "The Master has need of you
to attend to these poor troubled ones for Him, and if you will do so,
you will hear Him say, "Inasmuch as ye did it to one of the least of
these my brethren, ye did it unto Me."
"While we have time, let us do good unto all men, specially unto
them that are of the household of faith." "Let us not be weary in
well-doing, for in due season we shall reap if we faint not." 'Ve are
not ca'lled to work for salvation, but we are called to work from it.
Let us not forget that "the night cometh, \"hen no man can work."
"Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye .
always abounding
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye kno,,- that your labour is 'not
in vain in the Lord."
" Heed we the Steward's call,
'Work, brethren, work;
There's room enough for all ;
,,- ork, brethren. work.
'rhi, vineva.rd of the Lord
ConstnJlt labour will afford;
He will your work reward;
""Vork, brethren, work."

Hatiord Hectory, Faringdon.

D.

A.

DOUDNEY.

"Tj-;; KISSES OF HIS MOU'l'H."

'rHIS eternal life is L"aled home by the power of the Holy Spirit, or, in
the words of the Canticles, Jesus manifests His love by "the Id:,;s."
vVe fancy we see the uprearing of the mere professor at this expression,
as he exclaims, "'Vhat does he mean? does He mean to sal' that the
Saviour kisses the sinner?"
The Scripture answers the query.
Therein we read, "Let Him kiss me with the kisses of His mouth, for
Thy love is better than wine" "Ah! it is figuratiYe," rejoins the
opposer. It may be so, but 'tis felt too, and the sweet sealing of a
Saviour's loye is a reality, the S\\'eet tokens of His love, in whatever
way manifested, are genuine, as one has blessedly put it, "His lip of
promise, meets my lip of prayer." Oh, do we not, dear Spirit-taught
reader, know what this is? His love meeting our lispings, His
embraces lifting us out of earth's trammels, the kisses of His mOllth
melting our spirits into intense love for Him.
" And wbile t.be Spirit spals my h!'art
My soul believes we ne'er shall part."
-C.-Geo1'ge Cowell.
THE marrow of heaven is J esuf'l; and as we shall never be surfeited with bliss, so we shall never have too ill llch of Jesus. Christ
is a Flower, but He fadeth not; He is a Ri "er, but He is never
dry; He is a Sun, but he knoweth no eclipse; He is All in All, and
more thah all.-C. H. Spurqeon.
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NOTES OF A SERMON.
By MR.
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"Btd ye, beloverJ, lmilding tIp younelves on YOt£?' most ht.ly jail!l,
pmyir'g in tile Holy allosl, keep YOU1'selves in the love of' OU, I, l"okiny jor
the mercy "f our L01"cl Jesus Oll1ist nnto kte1'7Zal life." -- J l:DE, 20, 21.
IN verse 3 we have the statement of the Apostle, "It was needful for
me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend
for the faith which was once (once for all, RV.) delivered unto the
saints." I think these two verses furnish us with the mmd of the
Holy Spirit as to how this contention is to be carried on. The Apostle
says, "that ye should earnestly contend"; he does not say, angrily,
bitterly, or sarcastically, or with impetuosity; none of these manners
of contention are according to the mind of the Holy Dove that descended upon the Lord,~H1d can now remain with and in us, a.nd whose
power alone can enable us to do what He exhorts us to do here, to
contend earnestly. None of these qualities of contention that I have
alluded to mark this operation. "The servant of the Lord must not
strive, but must be gentle." That is, he may strive ea.rnestly, but not
for the sake of striving; it does not become him.
These words (20, 21) show us, I think, that this conte'1tion to which
we are exhorted here is much more of our manner of life than of
our Terb'll utterance. Very few of those to whom the Apostle Jude
wrote this epistle were public speakers, "e have no reason to think
that many of these were public "riters. The epistle is addres~ed to
"them that are sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in J esul'l
Christ, and called"; it is a general epistle to believers, and thil'l
exhortation to " contend earnestly for the faith" is therefore addressed
to believers, evidently among whom public speakers formed a· small
proportion, and public writers a still smaller proportion, especiaUy
as in the days of J ude there were very few scribes. Therefore we
must dismiss from our minds, in contemplaJing this exhortation to
" contend e1rnestly for the faith," all thought of the contention being
chiefly verbal by speaking, or verbal by writing; the contention is
mainly maintained by living- the faith, the contention for the faith
that saves, and the faith that instructs, is mainly living the faith,
transcribing the faith into our lives. I don't undervalue verbal testimony; we must" confess with our mouth the Lord Jesus," and we
must meet erroneous teaching- by teaching the truth. I don't undervalue or depreciate these modes of contention, only I want that they
shall not be allowed to as~ume a disproportionate importance in our
minds; and I think beyond doubt that the main contention here exhorted to is the contention of godly living, as contrasted with the
enemies' life of an opposite character.
You observe in the verses immediately following this exhortation
to "contend earnestly for the faith," there follows a most graphic
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description of the character and lives of the enemies' of the truth; and
I want that we should just observe that in speaking of them, their
writings are not noticed, even indirectly, and that the spe.1king of
these men is! entirely subordinate to their doing&·.
Now we will glance at a few of the outstanding lines of cha.racter
of the enemie of the faith. According to verse 4, th<ly are "ungodly
men, turning the grace of God into lasciviousness, a.nd denying the
only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ." According to verse 8,
they " defile the flesh, despise dOIninion, and speak evil of dignities."
In verse 10 they are spoke!l of as equal to brute beasts in their corrupt
ways. In verse 11, as "gone in the way of Cain, and run greedily
after the error of Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying
of Core." This is their life, their lllanner of liYing, their manner
of worship; for Cain, you know, offered a bloodless sacrifice, and
these men despised the Divinely appointed way of '~lJproach to
God. Iow, that is the character of their life; it has !lothing to
do with verba.! statements, you see. Korah invaded the sanctity
of the true priesthood, and that has its equivalent in the conduct
of the enemies of the truth in these d'l,Ys; they dispense with Christ's
priesthood, and substituttl another. But this! is the cours,e of life.
There is a reference to the use they make of their tongues. But
now just observe what is said about them in this respect. They
"speak evil of dig11ities," utter their contempt for authority and
Divinely appointed powers. They utter, as we are told in verse 15,
"hard speeches," and connected with these are "ungodly deeds."
Again, in verse 16, as to the use of their tongues, "These are murmurers, complainers, walking after t!leir own lusts; and their mouth
speaketh great swelling words." But this does not imply the use of
their tongues in controversy; this is rather of their ordina.ry use of
that member, which is given to be the glory of God, but which is
always prostituted to evil ends by those who use it not to ~lorify God
and to exalt His grace. You will see from a glance at these ,erses, that
the main feature of the opposition of the enemies of the truth to the
faith, ",once for all delivered to the saints," is the opposition of
practice and life. The principles of our holy faith lead to holiness,
and to self-denial, and the unregenerate, carnal hea.rt of man hates
these things, and therefore there is opposition.
Now, in verses 20, 21, the Apostle, by the guidance of the Holy
Spirit, presents to us a complete contrast to the character of the life
and practice of the enemies of the truth, showing that this life of
contention is effectively to counteract and be victorious over that.
So when we are exhorted to "contend earnestly for the faith," I
understand from this epistle, that the meaning of the Holy Spirit is
primarily and much beyond any other meaning, that we should live
our holy faith, so as effectively to countera.ct the life of those who
know not God. Now, observe how comprehensive the contention is,
how specific the contention is, how in the walk to which the believer
is exhorted, we have the exact counterpart, on the one side, to the
evil disposition that characterises the lives of the enemies of the
truth. "Building up yourselves." Now, that stands in contrast with
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tlle first word lH;ed in verse 19: (, Thes.e, be they who separate themselves "-the character of the enemies of the faith; separation, in
contrast with building' up; edification versuS! dilapidation. "Building
up " is' edifying; "building up" is: adding living stone to living stone,
and connecting' these tog'ether with the trowel of humility and the
cement of love, and thus the holy, spiritual house "groweth together
unto an holy temple in the Lord." The separating spirit uses the
crowbar (to earry out the building simila) of je,alousy, envy, evilspeaking', separating and pulling apart stones, and so devastating
God's fair heritage.. That is the tendency of the life and practicE} of
these ungodly men, or false professors, who are enemies of the faith
"once for all delivered to the saints," which is called "the COllllHon
faith" of God's elect. On the other hand, the contenders for the
faith are those' who build up, bringing stone to stone, by the preaching
of the Gospel, and then in the genial influence of the life of the Church,
cemellting these Eltones; and, to use another figure, the Apostle sa.ys,
" being knit together in love" (CoL ii. 2), that is the work inside the
house. So the cementing of the stones is a work that the Holy Ghost
leads believers to do toward each other, and therefore it is called
« building up."
Though it is the work of God, He will use the instrumentality of believers to carry on the work, and the exercise of
loving forbearance is the real way of building together the heart of
believers, of cementing the stones of the building, so that the fair
structure is preserved.
Observe again: "Building up yours,elves on your most holy faith."
The building must have a foundation; and observe here, faith stands
aga,in in contrast with "sensuaL" This not only speaks of degraded
souls, but unalterable materialism; that is the thought; it denotes
that condition of heart that will believe in nothing that is not visible,
that will believe nothing that is not tangible; it is the Saddueean
spirit of our Lord's days, who believed neither in resunection, angel,
or spirit, nothing but what their eyes could see, and, of course, t.ha,t
is nDt faith a,t all. That Sadducean, or natural, or s,ensual spirit is:
opposed to faith again. The enemy of the truth, and enemy of the
faith, "once for all delivered to the saints," is eounted a sensual,
materialistic person, who will believe in nothing that is not visible,
and who says that the greatest, good of man is in am.assing wealth,
making the best of this world. "Let us> eat and drink, for to-morrow
we die." That is sensual, materialistic, natural. It is reproduced
to-da.y. Secularism abounds; we ha,ve it in our midst. This is not
the building of God; the building of God rests: on a certainty which
is, apprehended by faith and not by sight. "Whom having not seeu,
we love." The unseen Lord Jesus, is the greates:t reality, and I know
that I have the response and echo in the heart of every true believer
here. The Lord Jesus Christ is the greatest reality, brethren and
sisters, to your heart and miner-a grea.ter reality than the faces we
see, than the ears into which we pour our woes, than those with whom
we have had sweet fellowship; they are gDne out of our sight, but He
remains, the One in whom we trust, the One to whom we speak in our
gladness and in our sorrow; they are gone, hut He is as n.ear as ever,
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as real as ever, and we are every moment getting neaTer to that
blessed moment when we shall see Him and be with Him. He is a
living, bright reality to our souls, and that day would be a dark,
dark day to our souls, in which we could not rea,lise a living Christ.
" Building up yom-selves on your most holy faith." Every building
must ha.ve a foundation, and every arc.hitect, in planning a building,
accurately defines the extent of that foundation.
Woe betide the
builder that builds out his building beyond the architect's plan of the
foundation! Thank God, in delivering the faith "once for all" to
the saints, He has accurately defined the borders a.nd extent of that
foundation. Now, going on' beyond is! the error against which the
Holy Gho t, in 2 John, warns us. .. He that goeth forward, and abidetlt
not in the doctrine" (ItY.). It i~ so gmnd to the natural mind to
progress, to go forward, to hold "advanced thought."
Ah, if you
advance beyond the Divinely accurately indicated boundaJ'}' of the
found'l,tion, it is not advanced thought, but over-balanced thought, and
the effect of building on that extended foundation, beyond God's clearly
defined boundary, will be the effect of building beyond the foundation
laid by the architect, and all that building will be "as a bowing
wall and a tottering fence," and must come down. Ah, fellow believers,
let us remember, in building up ourselves, we 1IlUSt be building within
the limits, the accurately-defined, 11larked coundlry of the foundations
of our holy faith. '1'he faith of God's elect, the faith "once for all "
delivered to God's sajllts, is not to be tampered with, not to be extended. Extension means destruction to all the building that is raised
upon it. 'When the foundation is laid, eveTy separate item in the
building, every stone in the building, every beam, must be laid within
the limits of that foundation, and the plumb-line applied ag;~in, and
again, and again, to see that the work i· straight, and not one hair's
bre:ldth beyond the line, outsida, the foundation. Are"IYc equally
cautious? Satan comes with tempting bait, and tell& m that this Book
did very well for the first two or three centurie~, lmt lW'I\' ,ye are so
advanced, there art' such depths in the human mind, tl1at it i out
of date j in other words, that God's Word will not do for us to build
on, but we need a "larger hope," a larger foundation, th'it the founda"
tion must be broadened. Dear friends, this is not doing what the
Apostle by tha Holy Ghost &0 earnestly exhorts us to, to "build up
ourselves on our most holy faith"; and that is the faith peculiarly
spoken of in the "Word of God, "'hich was" once for all delivered to
the saints." In other words, in the reyelation which God has given
us by the mouth of His holy prophets and by thtl inspired writings
of the holy Apostles, called, empowered, and commissioned by the
risen Christ, the complete Word, we have the whole, of God's revebtion, the whole of His revealed mind. And to add to that is a& had as
to subtract from it, and therefore, in the closing words of Scriptul'e,
we have that solemn warning against either a.dding to or taking frolll
this perfect, complete revelation.
" Keep yourselves in the love of God." This is equivalent to " Abide
in Me" j this is equivalent to "If a man love Me, he will keep My
words j and My Fathar will love him, and We will come unto him,
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a,nd will make Our abode with him."
I'Ve keep ourselves, instrumentally, in the love of God by walking in obedience to His revea~ed
will; that is, we keep ourselves in the i'unshine, tha.t is, the meanmg
of it. Vie don't cause the love of God by our obedient walk, but we
keep ourselves within range of the sunshine. You see an illustration
of that in family life. All obedient children dwell in the light of
the patemal smile, but not rebellious children. 1'\0 wise father, however deep his' love, would smile upon a rebellious child; his very love
makes him frown upon evil in his child. And, therefore, "Keep your'elves in the love of God" means, "So walk, that the Father can
smile on you." It doesn't mean that we create or originate that love,
for He loves all in pure grace. But, mind you, there is a love of complacency o,-er and above the Covena,nt love. If I may use the expression, just as there is a difference in the love that subsists between
the Persons of the Godhead-infinite and ineffable must be the love
between the Father and tlie Son, and the Holy Ghost-but perfect
and complete as that. must be, over and above that, and distinct from
it, the Lord Jesus speaks of the love ,,,hich the Father set on Him in
virtue of His obedience, because it pleased the Son to voluntarily become flesh, and la.y aside His glory, and become the dependent servant,
so that His very life Re lived, breath by breath, out of the hand of
the Father. "I live by the Father" ; that is, He lived in the economy
of redemption down here as the obedient servant of Jehovah, every
moment He drew His life from above. 'l'hough one with God, yet in
the economy of redemption He was so dependent, that He volunta.rily
drew His life from the Father. "He that eateth Me, even he shall
live by Me." Just as you and I are dependent upon Christ for our
spiritual life, so He voluntarily put Himself in the place of dependence
for the sustentation of that life He lived here, to carry out the will
of God.
"Keep yourselves in the love of God." Now, that love of which
He speaks when He says, "I keep My Father's commandments, and
abide in His love," this is the love of complacency, which the Father
had to Him as the obedient Servant. And so the love in which we
are to keep ourselves, is the conscious enjoyment of the Father's love
with which He loves the obedient child.
"Praying in the Holy Ghost." Observe where prayer comes init comes in between c: keeping ourselves" and "building up" ourselves. ~ow, why is prayer brought in between building and keeping1 There i a Psalm which is a beautiful comment on, and example
of this, Psalm cxxvii., "Except the Lord build the house, they labour
in vain that build it; except the Lord ke~p the city, the watchman
waketh but in vain." Now, here we have the same words that we
have in Jude, "building" and" keeping," and we ha.ve in this Psalm
the intimation that human building is nothing unless God builds,
and that human keeping is nothing unless God keeps. In other words,
we can do nothing witllQut Him; as the Lord Jesus say, "Without
Me, ye can do nothing." Well, then, if we· realise this, what position
does it bring us into 'I Just looking up to God for everything we
need. And that is why prayer comes in between, because for building
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and keeping the power must COllle down from above, a.nd it is God's
will that we seek that instrumentally by believing prayer, and as
surely as we do so, we shall obtain it. So, YO\l see, the power of the
believer to build and keep i on his knee~.
Now this' brings before \IS the deep importance of prayer. This
is oue of the strategic points in the great battle· which i, going 011
between God and Satan, betweeu truth and error, between life in
the CllUrclJ, and the torpor of deatll o\ltside. I say, prayer i' one of
the most importaut strateg-ic points, and, therefore, does 110t your
experience tally with mine, that there is nothing in wbich we experience more the subtle, untiring eudeayours of the great enemy, than
in seekiug to hinder us in that Ila hit? He makes us keep awake too
long, or work too long to finish some important piece of work, just
in order to make us so weary that ,,'e cannot rise in time to get fiVe
minut-es' secret prayer, He will get us to import iuto to-day some
care or trouble which we see in the distance likely to come upon \IS
to-molTow, and will get us to import into to-day "hidl he: sees WJ~'
cannot cany to-day. But the Lord says, "Sufficient unto the. day is
the evil thereof," for the rule is, "Our inward man is, I'enewed day
by day." He gives daily strength for the day's needs, and says " My
child, don't tronble yourself a,bout to-morrow; you may not see tomorrow, and if you do, for to-mOlTOW there is to-molTow's grace. But
don't bring to-morrow's burdens into to-day, you have 110t grace for
them." You see how simple it is-if you import to-morrow's burdens into to-day, you try and carry two days.' burdens with only
one day's strength. Your Father says, "Sufficient uuto the da.y is
the evil thereof." He knows that I cau only canT to-day's burden,
and that I shall break down if I bring to-morrow' t.roubles into
to-day, as Satan so constantly tempts us to do. It is so contrar~'
to worldly principleI;', and to a far-seeing mind, whidl the "'orld
admires. 'Would to God we were more content, to be led, instead of
thinking we can carve our destiny. We are 1I0t architects; you and
I, beloved fellow believers, are ouly jOUl'lleymen workmen, we baye
not to carve our destiny, or map out our life work. God has to do
that. He gives to each the piece of work we have to do to-day, and
our businesE; is to g-o and do that, trusting ill Him to clear our path.
Satan tries with all his might to make us think we are wiser thau
God, and can carry to-day the burden of to-morrow, and perhap,,· a
week or two at once. vVhat would be the l'esulU We should get
wea,IT, and instead of finding His "yoke easy" and His burden
"light," we should feel it heavy, because we are forgetting- we are
children. And if we were only children, we should live a deal longer.
I believe our life would be prolonged if we lived like children, and
the reason some lives are cut off is becaus.€ they are so wise, they
will not be children, and therefore God is obliged to leave them to
reap the consequences of their folly. I do Hot meaIl to say that
every premature death is from this cause, but I do :'lay that disobedience to the Father's plain command must bear evil fruit. The
way to live is to be child-like and trustJul. Therefore, the devil's
great desire is to hinder us from praying to our Father in secret.
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There is nothing in the perpetual struggle, with Satan which is more
hand 1.·0 hand, and to the bitter end, than this, to g0t on our knees,
and then to have an undistracted heart, and get into the Father's
presence, "who seeth in secret." Daniel did two things, he shut his
door, and he opened his window; he went into hie cl08et, and shut
the door behind him, but he always kept his window open. That
is what we should do; shut our door, shut the world out, and be
alone with God. But we should have the window open, and we
should look up to our Jerusalem, look right up to the true Temple
in the presence of God, and get in spirit there. And there is a
precious promise, "Resist the devil, and he will flee from you," and
you and I know that if we give ourselves to prn.yer, Satan will flee,
and we s11'111 get into joyous, conscious communion, and we shall
find the clouds removed, and our way clear and pla.in"Through waves, and 'louds, and storms,
He gently clears thy way;
Wait thou His time. so shall the night
Soon end in juyous d"y."

We must wait n.s well as pray. Trust in Him, beloved fellow believers; "Trust in Him at all times, ye people, pour out your hearts
before Him "-just use these simple mea.ns, so simple and child-like
that this is the rea.son why the devil so often gets the advantage
over us. But let us tell Him everything, pour out the items of our
need, and then leave them. Why, it is just like this gla.ss' of water;
if I turn it upside down I have an empty glass, there is nothing in
it. So, if your heart is full of trouble and needs, turn it out, and
you know what the, effect will be, if you pour it out before· God, your
heart will be eUlpty and light as a bird's, and yOUI' life will not be
misera,ble, but a life of joy.
"Looking for the mercy of qUI' Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal
life." What is this mercy? Salvation is a mercy; surely the forgiveness of all our sins is a mercy; "my ministry is a mercy;" says
Paul, "I obtained mercy." So my salvation is a mercy, and my
life is a mercy as preserved, and kept, and guided, and upheld by
God. Ah! but this is not the mercy here. What is that? " The
blessed hope, even the appearing in glory of our Lord Jesus Christ."
That is the highest hope, that is the end, this untold glory. And
here we, and all believers, are represented, as looking for that mercy.
It is all mercy, from first to last; and all this mercy is put upon me,
a. vile sinner, without an atom of merit in me; but I am in Christ,
and God looks upon me, not as I am in myself, but He looks upon
me in His Son, and puts all His merit on my account.. He took my
place on the cross, a.nd I was dealt with as He deserved, and He was
dealt with as I deserved.
Now, are we all looking for this mercy? He is coming aga.in to
take up to Himself those who believe in Him, a,nd we shall be all
like Himself. Are you? If not, there is no reason why you should
not look for it to-night. If you tal,e your place as a sinner, lie
down before the Lord Jesus, and trust in His precious blood, you are
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an heir of that glory, of this mercy, unto eternal life, and you will
enter into a condition of blessedness" and the brightness and joy of
that glory will luve no end.
But now I want that we, as believers, should paTticularly notice
this, this is the ripened fruit plucked, of that which we have been
considering; bUilding up, praying, keeping, ends in "lookiug for
the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life." This is the
bloom, so to speak, the full bloom, the best flower of the plant that
has been growing up, and the stages are marked by these words,
"building, pra.ying, keeping." And, dear friends looking, is a sentiment of the heart; if we have a clear view of prophetic truth, it is
not looking. I may have all that and have no heart for Christ, and
be terribly surprised when He comes, and "ashamed before Him."
But if "building up myself on our most holy faith "-if praying in
the Holy Ghost-if" keeping myself in the love of God "-then that
mercy i only just the top-stone of the building, and not unlooked for,
and it will be no sharp transition to pass from this scene into eternal
bliss, for" 'Tis but seeiui! Him nearer
vVhom always I sep. '
Now, a·re we alwaY8 seeing Him? we should ask ourselves, and We
should square accounts, as it were; we should not let this matter
go on, we should not be satisfied till we know that the rev:elation of
that glory will not be a surprise, because the One who appears in
glory, is our daily Companion, wit.h whom we converse, whom we
love, and who is a bright and most vivid reality to us.

PREDESTINATION.
(LI'K~;

x. 20.1

THERE is
no greater joy in this life, nor anything that more
comrorteth the child of God, when atllicte·i, tempted, or fallen into
any Rin, than the romemumnce of Pr...destination, ann the assndng
ourselves that \\'e are of the number of t.hem whose names are written
in the Book of Lire, and who are chosen to be fashioned like nnto the
image of Jesus Christ. Oh, how Ilnspeakahle is the comfort of llim
who 1'ath this faith, and mnseth coutinll>llly in his heart upon this
exceeding sweet Predestination, wherl,b,I' he knflweth that, although he
fall oftell, yet, notwithstanding, God his Father who ha.th foreordained him to pverla~ting life, holdeth him up, Rnd rear,helh out
His Hand unto him continually.·- Puleario, A.D. 1500.

OF all boxes of precious ointment the nnsearch"ble riches of Christ
is the most lJrecious. 'WIJen opened, oh, how slleet mnst that he, \I·hich
is the sweetest or all sweets! In Christ are riches of jnstificfttion, in
Christ are riches of sanetificatinn, riches of consulation, and riches of
glorification, and, like the eternal sfJrillgs, never dry up.-Bruoks.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE LATE MISS JANE AMELIA
NORMAN.
AN old subscriber and appreciating reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
entered upon the rest that remaineth to the people of God on May
6th, 1901. Jane Amelia Norman was born at Netherbury Hall, Layham, near Hadleigh, on February 24, 1824, being the youngest
of a large, family, many of whom, including herself and parents, were
brought to the knowledge of the truth by the instrumental!ty of the
Rev. Warwell Fe=, of Kirby-le-Soken, near Walton-on-the-Naze,
Essex, who married Eliza, her eldest sister. After the death of her
godly brother, J ames, she, with her elder sister, Emma, removed to
Shelley House, where, seventeen years of later life were spent in
seeking the eternal and temporal welfare of her poorer neighbours.
She soon gathered the children of the village into the vestl;"y of the
church for Sabbath school instruction, and, finding that no clergyman
was appointed, and "no man cared for their souls," she invited the
parents and aged poor to come after school-time to join in the Church
service, which she conducted; so many responded to her appeal that
not only was the vestry filled, but others sat about tbe door to join ill
singing and prayer, and listen to the sermon she read (a volume of the
late Dr. Hewlett's., sent by the writer, proving very acceptable). Thus
she was ministering to the spiritual needs of others, instead of seeking the privileges of public worship for herself. However, someone
reported the matter tD the Bishop of the diocese, and such proceedings
in the church could not be allowed to continue.
She had
official intimation forbidding her to use the vestry, and a neighbouring
clergyman was sent to officiate once a month. The trustees of a little
chapel, which had been closed for some time, promptly offered her the
use of it, but her attachment to the Church of England led her to
decline it. Ultimately she wa,'l led to make use of it when there was
no service in church, and Mr. Taylor, the churchwarden, was induced
to read the service and a sermon when her strength began to fail.
Doubtless the Lord has classed her amongst His ministering servants,
a.nd, in thus seeking to exalt and extol Him, she has received His high
commenda.tion, "She hath done what she could." His seal of approbation was seen in fruit borne in the life and conversation of the godly
old people, most of whom have gone on before to receive her into
everlasting habitations. It was a real joy to be present at one of the
annual DountiJ'ul teas provided for them, to hear them speak of the
Lord they loved, and hea.r them sing' with real heartiness the Gospel
hymns she would choose. For many years she was truly one of "the
King's scribes." Her letters, beautiful in diction and penmanship,
with Him for her theme, breathed the spirit of faith, heavenly-mindedness, and yearning for the souls of others until paralysis seized the
forefinger of her right hand, and she could only dictate to bel' companion. A scrap in pencil, found amongst her papers, with tremulous
hand, tells the tone of mind, "T'ho' my hand is powerless to transcribe
His goodness, yet I pray that He may make my tongue the pen of a
ready writer."
2 R
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There was no evening service in the church when the morning service
was conducted by a neighbouring clergyman, so it was her custom to
invite a few of the village women to her dra.wing-room, where they
sang hymns, read a sermon (Whitefield's were favourites with her),
and had prayer with them; those who were present speak of them as
times of much enjoyment. To induce the children to store the Word
of God in memory, up to Clli'istmas, 1900, she had them up to repeat
a chapter and a hymn. If perfectly lea.rnt, each child had sixpence, a
card, a.nd orange. A little over two years before her home call, she
had a tent from the Eva.ngelization Society in the Pightle adjoining her
garden, and entertained the missioner. It was a revival in Shelley of
which fruit i seen now.
A serious. illness in the autumn of 1899 was followed by several
months of unconsciousness. Tb the surprise of all, recognition gradually retul'l1ed, and she was able once more to take delight in the Word
of God read to her, to walk in her garden, and enjoy a drive, or dictate
a letter; until a sudden apparent cold was succeeded by unconsciousness, and she calmly and peacefully passed into the presence of the
King! A fifty-four years' friendship is thus interrupted, "TIll we
meet at Jesus' feet."
MARY.
The 'ubjoined letter, from the !{ev. William Marsh, D.D., to her
brother-in-law, found among her papers, ma.y interest readers of this
sketch. It seems ve.ry suitable at the present juncture, though it
bears no date.
[COpy OF LETTER.]
" DEAR FENN,-Your text (2 Kings xiv. 9) and subject were equally
applicable. Many thanks for the shells. Pray say so to Wellspring
when you write. I trust his na.me is significant of his faith ,: and therefore his faith will terminate in everla.sting life.
"I returned only yesterday from Oxford, and in time to preach.
Mrs. M. and May and Matilda. are on a tour to the three uncles. Kind
regards to Mrs. F.-Yours affectionately,
Vol. MARSH.
"Mal'l:h 20.
"This is chiefly Stewart's prayer."
This letter is written on the blank page of a tract, on which the
'following is printed:" At the present eventful crisis, however men may differ in opinion
as to the duty and expediency of the measure before Parliament,
there is one point on which all who believe the Scriptures will agree,
namely, that national prosperity, and personal happiness, must depend on the blessing of God. In prayer, therefore, aH may unite.
And as some wish to know in what words they may best express their
views and desires, the following form is sugge~ed. May the spirit of
prayer attend it.
"A PRAYER FOR THIS EVENTFUL CruSIS,

"0, eternal Lord God, and hea.venly Father, the God in 1"hom
we live and move and have our being, for the sake of Thy de:u' Son,
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Jesus Christ, our blessed Lord and Saviour, mercifully look down upon
us, Thine unworthy servants, who, in deep abasement, prostrate ourselves before Thee. We have sinned, and have committed iniquity,
and done wickedly, by departing from Thy precepts and from Thy
judgments. 'We, our kings, our princes, our fathers, and all the
people of the land'; especially by our pride, our vain glory, our
covetness, our sensuality, our neglect of the means of grace, our profalli8.tion of Thy holy Sabbath, and our forgetfulness of our privileges as a Protestant nation, we have ' deeply revolted from Thee.'
"0 Lord, to us belongeth confusion of face as at this day, because of our trespasses that we have trespassed against Thee; and
Thou, in Thy just anger, art now visiting us for our multiplied transgressions. Thou, in Thy providence, art permitting us to be so encompassed with difficulties, that our wise counsellors and our great
statesmen cannot help us. They see danger on eve,ry side, and unless
Thou appear for us, we may be deprived of those great blessings which
we and our forefathers, by Thy divine goodness, have, as a Protestant
nation, so long enjoyed.
"We acknowledge, 0 Lord, that Thou mightest justly bring this or
any other evil upon us: for we have done wickedly in Thy sight, and
deserve Thy wrath and indignation; but, 0 God of our fathers, deal
not with us after our sins, neither reward us after our iniquities. For
the sake of Thy dear Son, hear 'the sighs and cries of those who sigh
and cry for the, abominations that are in the land.' Spare Thy people,
o Lord, and give not Thine heritage over to reproach; but according to
the multitude of Thy tender mercies blot out all transgression&---be
our refuge and defence, our high tower, and the rock of our salvation.
"0 Lord, in Thine hand is power and might, so that none is able
to withstand Thee. Thou rulest over all the kingdoms of the ea,rth,
and turnest the hearts of kings like rivers of water. Thou art the
mighty God, and the everlasting King. 0, then, make bare Thine
arm, and come and help us. We have no strength of our own, 'and
know not what to do, but our eyes are unto Thee.' Break the snare of
the fowler, and turn the counsels of the adversary into foolishness, and
bruise Satan shortly under our feet.
"Bless our gracious Sovereign the King.
Preserve him from all
Give him power and
clanger. Be his Counsellor and Defender.
strength to rule, as Thine anointed servant, for the good of Thy
people.
"Bless our Houses of Parliament.
Grant them, 0 God, the spirit
of Christ.ian rulers. Direct and prosper a.ll their consultation to the
advancement of Thy glory, the good of Thy Church, the safety,
honour, and welfare of our Sovereign and his dominions.
., Pour down Thine abundant grace upon our Bishops and spiritual
rulers, tha,t as the stewards of Thine house, and as the servants ,of
the Chief Shepherd and Bishop of souls, they ma.y at this time take
special heed to Thy flock, and to the Church established in these
realms. Preserve them, 0 Lord, from the designs, of wicked men;
endue them with hea,venly wisdom and holy fortitude, that they may'
not count their lives dear to themselves in maintaining Thy cause.
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We pray, 0 Lord, for the clergy, and for all Thy faithful ministers throughout the land. Give them 'the spirit of power, and of
love, and of a sound mind.' Grant them boldness to speak the truth.
May they 'be strong and very courageous,' and as the ministers of
Thine everlasting Gospel faithfully preach Thy Word.
Let not the doctrine of Thy providence, the, truth of justification
by faith in Christ, the experience of the sanctifying influence of t.he
Holy Spirit, or the hope of everlasting felicity in Thy presence, be ever
hidden from us.
" Pour down, we beseech Thee, 0 Lord, the spirit of grace and of
supplications upon Thy people. Unite their hearts as the heart of
one ma.n, in seeking the peace of Thy Church, and the welfare of all
ma,nkind. Preserve them from the devices of Satan. Let no strifes
or divisions rise among them, but do Thou, 0 heavenly Father, knit
them together, as one body, under one Head, in one band of brotherly
love.
" Look, we pray Thee, heavenly Father, upon those who are blinded
by the errors of the Church of Rome.
May they hear Thy voice,
saying unto them, 'Come out of her, My people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of, her plagues.' Give them
'Thy free Spirit,' that they 'may know the things that are freely
given to us of God'; and thu receive that liberty which will indeed
make them free.
"Have mercy, 0 Lord, upon the whole body of the nation.
Turn
the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just. Grant them
repentance a.nd remission of sins. May they turn away from all ungodliness, and live to the praise and glory of Thy Holy Name.
Hear us, 0 Lord, in these our prayers, and far exceed all our weak
petitions for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen."
{I

{I

{I

CONFIDING IN GOD.
OUR life is planned, our pathway traced,
Our future all decreed;
Our duty just to follow on
Where'er the Lord doth lead.
We cannot see, we may not know,
The issues of an hour;
We simply have to take each step
Upheld by Jesus' power.
Not all our thought, not all our care
Will alter the decree;
If God in love have seen it best
That stormy days should be.-Selected.
WE think we stand in need of a great many things. " One thing is
needfu1." Christ and the Spirit of Christ will raise ns above all the
snares of prosperity, above all the evils of adversity; will consciously
embosom us even in God Himself.- W. Howels.
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THE LATE ME. WILLIAM WRIGHT, OF PATRICROFT.
(BY HIS DAUGHTER.)

OUR dear father (the author of a small book entitled "Tracings," and
a member and deacon of the Byrom Street Baptist Church, Patricroft)
was taken home on the 23rd of March, 1902, in his 86th year. He
was loved by mallY of the Lord's people, and he, was a lover of them,
so I venture to send to your long-valued periodical an account of the
Lord's dealings with him, principally short extracts from the book
above named (page 13):"From early childhood (ten years) my young mind was impressed
with the great advantage of a religious life-indeed, so deep was the
impression that I ha,ve sat alone and wept a,t the thought that if I died
and went to heaven, I was uch a sinner that I should soon forfeit its
bliss by sinning myself out of God's favour, and be cast down into
everlasting misery. Such was my simple childlike thought. At that
time I had a cousin several years older than I was, whose wretched
dissipation was the lamented talk of the family, and I dreaded to
grow up to manhood lest I should fall into his evil ways.
How
marvellously the Lord works and sets bounds around his children, for
I believe that those checks keep me back from many a youthful folly.
"When sixteen years of age I was separated from my parents' roof
and sent to Liverpool to learn my business. In that busy town I became acquainted with a youth of my own age, who was similarly
plaeed, his parents being far away.
We both professed to be
Christians, and used to exchange letters on religious subjects fortnightly j but neither of us knew the plague of our own hearts, for "e
lived the lives of two young Pharisees. At the same time, we thought
it in no way inconsistent to visit the theatre occasionally, until one
Sunday evening, while listening to the Rev. F. Ould, I was convinced
that our lives and walk were utterly wrong. I wrote at once to my
friend, whom I dearly loved, and the effect upon him was most
singular. He replied that my faithful dealing had completely unmasked his true character, and, much as he loved me, he would no
longer have my company j that he would rather become an honest
infidel than a hypocritical professor. And a few years afterwards,
when, I trust, a gracious God was breaking up the fountains of the
great deep of iniquity in my heart, my poor friend, J. B., was drinking
in deeply of the fountain of infidelity.
" Oh, my brother, how my soul has adored sovereign grace and unmerited favour, many, many times for such a display of mercy, alld I
have said:" , Pause, my soul, adore and wonder:
Ask, Oh why such love to me? '

and" 'Vhy was I made to hear Thy voice,
And enter while there's room? ' "
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Before father left Liverpool he wrote a letter to the Hev. F.
Ould, expressing regret at leaving, and telling him that he had been
made the instrument by Almighty God of turning a hypocritical professor to see his depravity. " Oh, sir! when 1 reflect what God hath done
for my soul, my heart is hard, that it doeiS not break."
Just an extract or two from his diary, written in his twentieth year,
showing the anxiety of his soul : " My present position is one of extreme peril: 1 am hea.rtily tired of
myself. When 1 look at my daily conduct, and see the glaring inconsistencies and unchristian spirit 1 possess, I cannot conceive. that
1 am a Christian. In the Word of Go~ we read that he that is in
Christ Jesus is a new creature. Now, am I a ne·w creature, and in
what do 1 differ from my former ways 1 Is the flesh obeyed 1 'Tis
true 1 do not act in the dissipated manner lance did: the theatre, the
singing-room, the dance, no longer yield a pleasure; but 1 ma.y strain
at these gnats, and swallow a camel in angry passions, covetousness, etc.
"January 9.-1 am severely tried to-day. 1 am, indeed, a poor,
wretched, and guilty sinner, full of un belief, pride, and sin. Nothing
but grace ca.n bring me to Christianity. This morning 1 heard one of
the most heartrending sermons on the fall of Peter. 1 could have· burst
into tean at. the amazing love of Jesus.
"February 27.-Driven to despair! As in the solemn presence of
~\.lmighty God, if the surrender of all my prospects could give me
what my soul desires, willingly should they go.
"March 4.-How do matters stand with me this evening1 Do I
feel a clearer evidence that 1 am born of God 1 Would to God that 1
did! The Eternal Being that inhabiteth eternity knoweth my desires upon this. Wait, 0 my soul, but slack not in hungering after
righteousness.
" Reflections on my twenty-second birthday.-It is twenty-two years
since it pleased God to call me first into existence; but, alas, it has
been nearly twenty-two years employed by Satan to do his accursed
work, and to follow the desperately wicked and deceitful heart; but I
trust that by the tender and unmerited mercy of God, he has commenced in me the second birth by His Holy Spirit, for, while 1 feel it
my b6unden duty to acknowledge that the sins 1 daily have to deplore, are as sands on the seashore, yet the consciousness of my own
depravity, and that inward desire I feel to love the Lord Jesus Christ,
proves to me that it does not spring from my natural heart."
Extract from" Tracings" (page 13), continued:"At the expiration of my apprenticeship 1 returned to London,
where a dea.r old saint took me to hear Mr. Fowler at Gower Street,
and I shall never forget the enmity of my heart. with all I heard from
that man of God. I ha.d never heard the Gospel preached before; had
never heard electing love and grace before; and my proud heart rose
in indignation against it, and 1 declared to the dear old man (nearly
eighty years) that 1 never would believe it: and in my wild enmity 1
wrote in my diary, that, 'if election was true, the religion of John
Wooley was far more charitable and God-like.' Oh, what is not the
proud heart capable of when left to itself!
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"About this time I attended the ministry of the late Arthur
Triggs, when I became acquainted with the beloved Editor of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE."

.Preface of " Tracings" ; "The late dear Dr. Doudney and I were fellow-members nearly
sixty years ago at Zion Chapel, Waterloo Road, London.
" Sometimes hope sprang up that God would show mercy to me, for
it was mercy that I wanted, not contending with Divine sovereignty,
but the publican's prayer wa,s in my heart, ' God be merciful to me a
Then again my little hope would be crushed down, and'
sinner."
despair took possession of my heart."
Extract from diary, August 7th, 1844;" After a,bout four years' knowledge of myself as a poor, worthless
wretch, the, Lord has graciously revealed the boundless nature of His
love to me, in pardoning my transgressions, and blotting out my s,ins.
I desire to raise an Ebenezer of praise to Him, and record the way and
manner in which His Divine Majesty graciously made it known in my
soul. He brought me down at His feet on the morning of the 7th of
August, 1844, about eight o'clock, with 'Lord, Thou has:t said cast
thy burden upon Thee. Now, Lord, I cast it. I am a mere cypher.
Lord, ta.ke my burden; I can do nothing with it. Lord, take my
burden, and have mercy upon me.' When, hear, 0 heaven, and rejoice, 0 earth-the voice of Him who spake as never man spake, sa,id
unto me, 'Thy sins are all forgiven thee.' I started in amazement.
'Lord, am I not deceived l' when the same blessed words sounded
again. Oh, what a different being did I rise from my knees. My soul
did magnify the Lord, and my spirit rejoiced in God my Saviour."
On page 10 of "Tracings," a. delivering time is recorded:"My poor soul was cast down within me; but necessity (blessed
word) was laid upon me. Cry I must, and cry I did, ' God be merciful
to me a sinner.' And my ever-gracious, God sometimes so sweetly
softened my heart with a sense of His love that I was constrained to
believe I was an object of everlasting love, that a precious Jesus had
laid down His life to saNe my guilty soul from eternal and deserved
destruction; and my joy at times ran so high that I have g'one, away
to secret places and cornerOl to beg the dear Lord to stay His hand to
enlarge the vessel. It was more than I could bear. My cup, indeed,
ran over, and this was before my soul was set at liberty by the
precious words, 'Thy sins are forgiven thee.'''
"Tracings," page 19, writing about a wonder-working God:" Many times in straits and difficulties, which, as a man of business
I know much about, have I thought of good old Mr. Wallis, of Bexley
Heath; and it is most precious to trace out delivering mercies in
trying providences. Many, many times ha.s my bleeding heart come
to the conclusion that ruin must follow the claims so heavy, the, resources so few, the responsibilities so heavy-my deceased brother's
family and my own children depending wholly on a weak mortal;
heavy losses in business, till I have walked London streets not knowing what to do, half beside myself.
Yet, to the honour of my
gracious God, He has borne me through every trial and difficulty
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hitherto, delivered me with an outstretched hand, while I have looked
on, blessing and pr>tising Him for His marvellous goodness. And I
have a hope that when this mortal race is run, I shall dwell with Him,
a trophy of sovereign grace and matchless mercy."
On the 29th November, 1854, our dear mother was removed by
death, after a few days:' illness. This was a trial indeed to father, and
left with eight children under thirteen years of age. I find a few
lines in refeTence to her, as follows:" She claimed no merit of her own,
But low abased before the throne,
She sought for sovereign grace:
And now she's gone to sing above
Of Jesu's mercy and His love,
And view Him face to face."

About the year 1836 father married again. Our dear father had in
her a loving wife, and we a good mother. She died May 1st, 1882,
age sixty-nine. She was known and beloved by the friends at Patricroft Church, and her obituary is in the "Gospel Standard," 1882.
Father writes, : " Although deeply feeling my loss, I desire to bow with submission to
His sovereign will, and say with resignation, ' It is the Lord' ; let Him
do as seemeth Him good. She was a member of the Church at
Patricroft."
December 4th, 1868.-It. pleased the Lord to remove by death our
dear sister. She died of consumption. Some months previous to her
death our tender father wrote to me, dreading the stroke, but the
Lord gave him resignation. He writes: "It has pleased the Lord to
deprive us of our beloved Triflie. It is a great trial to us all, but we
must bow to the sovereign will of Him who giveth no account of His
doings."
Many times of late, when looking round on his large family, he has
expressed deep gratitude for the Lord's sparing mercy.
In 1861 or '62, during the cotton famine, father was much troubled
about the poor of the Lord's people, and made an appeal to the
"Earthen Vessel" editor (being well knO'Yll to NII'. Banks), asking for
a· little help in money and clothing. He only expected a small sum.
The following is an extract from a letter to the Church of Christ meeting at Wandsworth:"I desire to feel deeply grateful on behalf of those who have been
the recipients of the funds committed to my care, for the liberal support I have met with. It. lins far exceeded my expectations and surprised me, especially when I call to mind how little I am known
among the Churches during the, twenty years, I trust, I have known
the Lord, and the utter unworthiness and incapacity of the instrument
employed. But that precious text has warmed my heart many times,
that God has chosen base things and things of nought to bring to
nought things that are; that no flesh should glory in H.is presence.
[Then comes a sta,tement of the different Churches to whom the money
was sent.] In conclusion, I have eighty to eighty-five persons, more or
less, looking to me for weekly help, besides those, such as at Charles-
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worth, where I have no statistics, and I do trust that the Churches will
enable me still to act as steward of their bounty, and thus comfort the
bearts of the needy in their distress temporarily."
Father took an active part in the National Relief Committee, regarding the exhortation not only to do good to the household of faith
especially, but unto all men. The workings of that committee almost
compelled the recipients to be applicants to the Poor-Law Guardians,
and father write·s: "But it cannot but be deeply painful to the sensitive mind of the Lord's redeemed ones to first pauperise themselves by
going before the Guardians, and then assemble once every week
among hundreds of persons, many of whom are not the most reputable."
It may be wondered why this circumstance is named. Is it that
father's name should be, praised 7 No; but I remember how my dear
father was blessed in his labour of love. It took up much time visiting, writing, etc., and he was a business man. He was so cheerful,
and such a blessed conespondence was opened up by the givers and
receivers.
As I read that letter this morning to the Church at
Wand&worth, felt it a.lesson, so insert, and, as Jesus says, "The poor ye
bave always with you."
For the last ten yeaJ'& my dear father suffered from partial loss of
sight. This he, felt keenly, having to lay down his pen, and also being
a great reader. But he many times said the Lord had not suffered
him to have rebellious feelings, and he wished to acknowledge the
goodness of God in giving him all his faculties and good health. For
so many yea:l's my dear father had so dearly loved the cause of truth
at Patricroft that ha thought to end his days among them; but about
two years ago, not being well, the doctor advised him to reside at
Lytham.
This caused much exercise of mind, and many, many
prayers for the Lord's direction. He removed from Patricroft in the
summer of 1901, and enjoyed fairly good health; but in the beginning
of the year 1902 he fell ill; and on the 2nd of February took to his
bed, with an attack of bronchiti& and congestion of the lungs. The
first fortnight he felt the affliction acutely, being rather restless, and
often said, "Why do Thy chariot wheels tarry 7" He then asked for
chapters in Job to be read to him, and prayed (audibly) night and clay
for patience, which the dear Lord granted him, so that we not only
never heard a murmur, but he often said how gently the Lord was
dealing with him. About the fourth week the doctor told him he believed he would be restored, and he replied, "I wish to go home; but
the Lord'& will be done: I am in His ha.nds." He spent hours in
prayer for his soul to be blessed, and then he would pray for all the
family, not forgetting the little ones. He used to sa,y, "Oh, dear
Lord, keep them all from the love of the world." Each night, after
the sedative, he used to say, "Into Thy hands I commit my body,
soul, and spirit." For a few days his mind was much exercised. He
said, " Death is a solemn thing-! Pause, my soul, and ask the question,
'Art thou ready to meet God when Thou my righteous Judge shalt
come 7'" Over and over many times did he repeat, "How can I bea.!"
the piercing thought, what if my name, my name, should be left out."
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Let us ask the important question, Brethren, be not too secure, etc.
'Tis to credit contradictions and talk with Him one never sees."
About this time he talked of the suretyship of the Saviour.
The
fear of death was entirely removed. He never spoke of it in any way
but as going home, often saying, "I want to go home," frequently repeating, "Wea;ry of earth, myself, a.nd sin," "Oh, what must it be to
be there!" "I don't want to be impatient, I want to go home; but
t all my appointed time will I wait till my change come.'''
He said,
" The Bridegroom of my soul keeps at a, distance. If He is pleased to
put me to bed in the dark that won't affect my standing. Once in
Christ, in Christ for ever! "
One said to him, "Father, you used to sing, I There is a fountain
filled with blood.'" "Yes, my dear, and now my heart rejoices in it.·
He was looking so peaceful as he lay. She said, 11 You look as if not
a wave of trouble rolls across your peaceful breast." He said, " I dare
not say that."
She replied, "The enemy has not harassed you
much." "No," he said, "because he has not been allo»ed to. The
Lord deah very gently with me: there are no mistakes in Divine
teaching." He spoke of what God had promised, and 'of His faithfulness, and repeated : " Though with no sweet enjoyment blest,
His Covena.nt stands the same."

He enjoyed being read to, and asked for Psalm ciii.
Mr. Sutcliffe preached at Fairhaven from the words, 11 I will joy
over thee with singing."
When repeated to him, he said, "Over
forty years ago, in St. James's Park, London, the application of those
words caused me to spend the happiest day of my life. I wish I felt.
the same power of the Spirit now." He enjoyed the account of his
beloved friend, Mr. Chapman, in the" Gospel Standard" of February
or March, 1902. He said, "I saw him panting for breath in the
afternoon. In the evening he was in hea.ven. Oh, how I have envied
that dear man's spiritual comforts, his blessed assurance; but the Lord
loves His children all alike, only, as a so,ereign, He dispense His
favours a·s He sees fit. His love is perfect. He loves all His children
alike."
Every Wednesday evening he used to say, "Many of the Lord's
people, meeting for prayer to-night, at Patricroft, Fairhaven, and
elsewhere, are petitioning the throne of grace for me. What a blessing! Oh! how I value the prayers of His dea.r people," sometimes
adding, " I feel unworthy of them."
Toward the close, conversation was difficult with him, as he could
scarcely speak. One asked him if Jesu was precious, only expecting
" Yes"; but he said, "Jesus is always precious, but sometimes exceedingly so," and then asked for hymn 667, "Immortal honours res,t
on Jesus' head." He told us a little while before he left Eccles that he
felt much sweetness in the words applied to him, "In my Father's
house there are many mansions: I go to prepaTe a place for you."
During his illness he wa,s visited by Messrs. Bool, J. Smith, R.
Wilkihson, Sutcliffe, Croft, Guest, Ramsbotham, Lonsdale, and others.
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I am sure they can testify that, although not in great enjoyment, 116
was trusting in the faithfulness of his God. He had at times a deep
sense of his sinnership, saying, "I feel myself such a poor worthleEs
sinner. Oh, what a sight I have of my sinnership! 'God be merciful
to me a sinner.'" He asked for the hymn to be found" My breaches of the law are His,
And His obedience mine,"

ga,ying that those words sweetly show forth the suhstitutionaJ:y work of
the Lord J eSUE Christ.
About four days before the end our dear father's speech almost
failed him; only the lips moved. He once said, " J es·us is precious, but
I cannot talk." He was slightly unconscious· the last two or three
.days, and quietly passed away to his longed-for home on Sabbath:
morning, March 23rd, 1902.
In sending loving messages to his grandchildren, he said, "Give
them my love, and tell them they are the offspring of many prayers."
May the Lord be pleased to answer the prayers of His servant is the
·earnest desire of the writer (a da.ughter).
In a letter over' fifty years ago, he writes: "We shall see Him face
to face without a. veil between, when, with these very eyes, with which
we now delight to see Him in His Word, we shall behold Him, the
King in His beauey, a Lamb as it ha.d been sla.in. These very lips that
now love to tell out the wonders of His grace, will be employed in that
new song, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, to receive honour,
and power, and glory, and riches', 101' ever and ever,' when we· shall
appear holy as the Holy One.
" Tell of His boundless love,
Tell of His matchless power,
Tell of His wondrons grace,
Which keep thee safe each hour."

These words just came into my father's heart, and he repeated them
-so I give them.
'l'HE BALM OF THE EVEH,LAS'fI:TG COVENAl T.
HERE are found full and suitable supplies for the wants of all God's
children. Here you may see pardon in the Covenant for guilt
in the soul; joy in the Covenant for sorrows of heart; strength in
the Covenant for all defects and weaknesses in the creature; stability
in the Covenant for changeableness in the creature. It is also a
sure Covenant, a Covenant safely laid up and kept, and upon this
the mercies of it are called ,. the sure mercies of David."-Flavel.

"GRACE given us in Christ Jesus" (lodged in His hands as
Federal Head for our use) "before the world began." Also grace
,given to believers, in God'E purpose and decree, before they were
born, and before the world began.-Berridge.
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FREE SPEECH SILENCED.
THE arbitrary sentence passed la.st month by the Liverpool Stipendiary
::\fagistrate on Mr. J. A. Kensit, the leader of the" Wycliffe Preachers,"
because be declined to enter into a bond not to conduct Protesta.nt
meetings in the streets of Liverpool for twelve months, has justly
incensed public feeling, and tens of thousa.nds of petitions a,sking
for the release of the young Christian witness have poured in on his
Majesty's Secretary for the Home Depa.ltment-the Right Hon. A.
Aker&-Douglas, M.P. Before these lines reach our readers the prayers
or many of God's people for the mitigation of Mr. Stewart's partizan
sentence will, we trust, have been divinely granted. The issues at
stake, so far as the rights of free speech are concerned, are of the
highest possible importance j and it behoves all who value the sacred
heritage or Constitutional liberty to resiSlt any encroachments thereon
made by the enemies of our national Protestantism. Alrea,dy very
serious inroa.ds have been made on the privileges of the King's subjects, and the cause of priestly supremacy has correspondingly gained.
The authorities in both Church and State have neglected to deal with
:::iacerdotalism and clerical lawlessness in the Established Church, and
have refused access to the Courts of Justice to complainants against
110manizing teaching and practices, and the aggrieved laity who have
no other method left them, are being persecuted because they raise
their protesting voices in the open air, in places of public concourse. Our contemporary, the "English Churchman," in a. leading
article on the case of Mr. Kensit (September 11th) exactly states our
o\\'n convictions and apprehensions on the present threatening aspect
of a.ffairs in regard to the rights of free speech, and we think it well to
reprint the leader in full. It i headed" Free Speech Silenced," and
i~ as follows: "The rights of free speech, as recognized by the laws of
. this Protestant kingdom,' are too sacred to allow of their being
oncroached upon, even in the smallest degree, Those rights were
secured at the cost of the best English blood, and to suffer them
to be filched from us would be to incur the guilt of betraying the trust
imposed by those noble patriots "ho, in the great crises of the
Reformation and the Revolution set our country free from the intolerable tyranny of ecclesiastical supremacy. The religion and liberties of
England are interdependent. Bible Protestantism is the parent of
liberty, while Christian liberty claims an open Bible, direct access
to God, and immunity from priestly intervention in the domain of
conscience. The peculiar distinction hitherto enjoyed by this Protestant country, in face of the Roman Catholic States of Europe, has
been the unfettered right to give expression to convictions and
opinions, whether political or religious. So long as this right is not
a.bused, or employed from malicious motives to the injury of even
the least member of the commDnwealth, its repression or curtailment
by 'the powers that be' would ,amount to an infringement of the
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Constitution under which we live. But there are not wanting indications that with the revival of Sacerdotalism in the National Church
during the last sixty years a tendency has grown up in Ecclesiastical
circles to get restrictions placed on the exercise of free speech on
sUbjects affecting those points of controversy which separate Protestants and Romanists. It is obvious that minds to which the reunion
of Christendom constitutes the highest religious, ideal naturally oppose a free and open discussion of those differences which hinder the
consummation of the end desired. The policy of our Bishops is to
silence Protestant testimony in the pulpit, on the platform, and ill
the Press.
Controversy is the bete noire of the Episcopal Bench
-with the rarest possible exceptions. Such protesting Church societies as the Church Association a,re very thorns in their lordships' sides,
and the exposures of the Ritualist conspiracy to Romanize the Reformed Church of England made by such active organizations keep
them in perpetual unrest and fill them with vexation of spirit. The
persishmt and popular agitation against the unfaithful administration of the Bishops carried on by Mr. John Kensit and his earnest
bands of 'Wycliffe Preachers' has vastly increased the difficulties
realized by the promoters of Reunion with Rome. For a considerable
period the Prelates hoped that the 'Crusade' was a mere trans,ient,
superficial, sensational movement-a hope which Archbishop Temple
ventured to voice wHen, on a memorable occasion, he spoke of the
agitation a 'a fire of straw.' So far from burning out quickly, however, the protests against the false doctrines and Romish practices
tolerated and encoura-ged by the Bishops ha-ve waxed more loud, and
have grown in their influence on the popular mind, and in practical
effect on the constituencies. Hundreds of thousands of the King's
subjects in all parts of the United Kingdom and Ireland have attended Mr. Kensit's meetings, have listened with deep attention to
the well-verified statement of facts and powerful arguments advanced
at them, and passed with unanimity and enthusiasm resolutions ill
support of the Protestant Crusade.
P:arliament has repeatedly
echoed the voice of these aroused Protestant people, although, so far,
a legislative remedy for the grievances of loyal Churchmen has not
resulted. But the volume of Protestant sentiment is daily growing
deeper and broader. The masses of the people are certainly giving
evidence of a much more intelligent grasp of Protestant principles,
and of a truer realization of the perils surrounding them than they did
five or six years ago. It is not, therefore, surprising that opposition
to Mr. Kensit's Crusade against Anglican Sacerdotalism should be
correspondingly more determined on the part of those who, from the
Reunionist standpoint, gauge its faT-reaching possihilities. Prosecutions, often based on the flimsiest of pretences, are becoming much
more frequent, and the '¥ycliffe Preachers have been repeatedly sent
to gaol and subjected to indignities while incarcerated, wholly unjust
and irregular as-in one instsnce-the Home Secretary himself officially a.dmitted. The latest example of what we do not hesitate to
describe as a painful mi~calTiage of justice, has occurred this week at
Liverpool, in the ca,se of Mr. John A. Kensit, whom the prer;iding
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Stipendiary Magistrate sent to Walton Prison for three months, in
default of his binding himself to hold no meetings in the streets, and
to keep the peace for twelve months. We feel assured that our readers
will agree with us in thinking that the appeal to his Majesty's Secretary
of State for the Home Department in Mr. J. A. Kensit's behalf desen-es prompt and united public support. We fa.il to see how, with a
clear conscience, the accused gentleman, holding the religious convictiolJS Le does, could have consented to be silenced, lwd to forego
his right of free speech. The issues involved, however, will now he
forced on the notice of the superior authorities, and long before the
reassembling of Parliament next month the latest victim in the service
or our civil and religious liberties will, we trust, receive that measure
of justice which is unquestionably his due. Meanwhile the work of
protesting against idolatry in the Church or England must be carried
on with increased vigour, faith, and prayer."

MULTUM IN P ARVO.
COURESPONDENCE on the alleged imminent revolt of one hundred and
fifty Roman CaJ;.holic priests in England continues to appear in the
daily Press-t':ie "Daily Chronicle" being the organ to which both
sides in the ~ontroversy address their contributions. From the laJ:'ge
accumulat; In of recent letters, we cull the following from a Roman
Catholic priest, the Rev. Washington Mason, who writes from Rome,
under date September 12. He addresses the editor of the "Daily
Chronicle" thus: "Sir,-Your very able Roman correspondent has hit
the nail on the head. 'Sardonic incredulity' is the best term that
could be found to express the apparent indifference of the Vatican to
tlJe revolt of the 150 priests. Consternation prevail!> everywhere ex·
(;ept in the curias of Westminster and Rome. I am a Catholic priest,
and I have been Roma.n to the core. For the honour of Rome, it
must be presumed that the diffel'ence is not real. The Engli.sh revolt
is merely an echo of that in other la.nds. In Rome the old war between freedmen and slaves is revived. Murmurings a·re heard in
many quarters. The lower order of the clergy are up against those
more fortunate. ' Preti' is a generic ter111 of contempt with millions
of Ita.Iians, for they consider all priests enemies of their country.
III Vatican circles there is a distinction between the ' basso' and ' alto
cIero.' 'I.'he' basso clero ' are the hungry priests, going through Rome
to find a chance to celebrate Mass, anywhere and at any hour, for a
lira and a half, which amounts to less than Is. 3d. in English money.
At times they are very convenient, because the' basso clero ' are loaded
with the odium consequent to the misdeeds of those better fed. But
i" there no discontent among English priest" 1 Was the Rev. Arthul'
Galton really hoa.xed 1 Let us come to facts-and facts a,re stubborn
tllings. The F'ranciscan order is well known in the vicinity of London. The English province was revived from Belgium in our own
recollection. The members wea.r coarse habits, and go in their bare
feet. They are distinguished from the Irish province, inasmuch as
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the free-and-easY'going Hibernians do not observe their rule, while the
English are all saints. Now, the English province has given six apostates; that is, it pleased six English Franciscans to abandon the
Catholic Church as well as their priesthood. Father McCabe estimates the loss to be about twelve per cent.; but I consider it greater,
for the whole number never reached fifty. Besides, fifteen others left
the order to become secular priests or enter other callings. All this
loss occurred while the renowned Father David Fleming happened to
be provincial superior.
If my figures are not exact, let Father
Fleming and the London Franciscans correct me.
Do not. those
figures indicate discontent 1 ATe not priests and laity reasonably
aroused 1 Yet sardonic incredulity prevails in the curias of Rome
and Westminster. Let the 'Catholic Directory' be examined for ten
years, and the number of secular priests who have disappeared will
be appalling. Their names will not be found in the obituary lists.
What has become of them 1 There, is discontent to a frightful degree
among those engaged in the active duties of the mini&try. The issue
mu&t be met. Something is wrong. It behoves us to seek the cause,
and dispassionately suggest a remedy. Let Catholics awake, while the
curias slumber. In charity and in truth, let us face the difficulty.".: Silver and gold have I none" is not a confession which" St. Peter's
successor" can truthfully make. The latest offering made to the
Pope was recently announced from Rome. A magnificent villa near
Chieti, and some six hundred works of art, estimated at five millions
of lire, have been presented by Cardinal Adami to "the prisoner of
the Vatican."-Owing to the introduction of instrumental music and
hymns into the service at Whitehead Church, N.B., a large number of
the congregation have signed a memorial to the Carrickfergus pre bytery praying for the establishment of a separate congregation.-Some
pointed remarks appear in the "Sheffield Daily T'elegraph" on the
influential spread of Roma.n Catholicism among the nobility. The
newspaper says: "Gradually the peerage is becoming tinged with a
leaven of Roman Catholicism. This is not so much by the creation of
Roman Catholic peers as by the 'verting of Protestant peers or their
heirs to Catholicism. Among the more eminent 'verts in recent
year- are the i\farquis of Hipon, the late Marquis of Bute, the late
Lord Denbigh, and the Earl of Loudoun.
All these families were
formerly Protestants, but probably in all cases, except, perhaps,
that of Lord HipoD, their descendants will remain Catholics.
There
are now three Protesta.nt peerages which on the death of the present
holders threaten to become Roma.n Catholic peerages.
The son and
heir of Lord Ashbourne, the Irish Lord Chancellor, is a Catholic,
and his children will be brought up in that faith. Viscount Encombe,
the little grandson and heir of the Earl of Eldon, himself a Protestant,
is being brought up as a Catholic, as Lord Eldon's eldest son, the late
Lord Encombe, joined the Church of Rome on his maTriage to Lord
Lova.t's sister, a Catholic lady."-A very successful All Ireland Y.M:.C.A.
Conference was recently held in Dublin. Some seventy delegates attended, representing about twenty-four of the Irish AssociatIons. It
was specially gratifying that the delegates came" not llwrdy from
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the central Associations, but from all parts of the country. Admirable
papers were presented by various ministers and leading Y.M.C.A.
workers. The discussions were good, and excellent attendances ruled
throughout the sessions of the Conference, while the whole proceedings were marked by a fine spiritual tone. A letter from Sir George
Public
Williams was read, and received with much appreciation.
meetings at mid-day and in the evenings were addressed by the Rev.
John McNeill, and were very largely attended by the general public.
It is believed that such a Conference cannot fail, under God, to have a
wide influence for good upon the work of the Y.M.C.A. in Ireland." Romanism Supreme" is the title of a threepenny pamphlet published
by S. W. Partridge and Co., recording the experiences of a
missionary among the Roman Catholics of Chile, South America. The
narrative is circurnsta.ntial, and i~ ably written, affording a convincing
answer to the questions: "What need is there to send the Gospel to
South America? Are they not Roman Catholics, and consequently
know the Gospel already'?" The author makes it perfectly plain that
the Gospel of the Church of Rome introduced into South America is
not the Gospel of Christ. The Gospel that Rome teaches is a vast
system of Mariolatry and Saint-worship-a system indistinguishable· from the grossest forms of Paganis.m. We cordially commend this
pamphlet to the notice of our readers.-At a special meeting of the
Council of the Church Association, held on the 18th ult., the following memorial to the Home Secretary was adopted: "To the Right
Hon. Aretas Akers-Douglas, M.P., His Majesty's Secretary of State
for the Home Department-The Memorial of the Council of the
Church Association showeth :-That the imprisonment of Mr. J. A.
Kensit for three months for refusing to discontinue the holding of
public meetings in the open-air, with a view to call public attention to
the prevalence of I{omanism, and the continued growth of illegal
practices among the clergy of the Established Church, is a ,ery gra,e
scandal, discrediting the magistracy at Liverpool, and constituting a
serious menace to the liberty of free speech in this country. That Mr.
Kensit and the friends who act with him ha,e addressed similar meetings again and again without any breach of the peace, and have
obeyed the directions of the police or other authorities in every particular, short of altogether abandoning his constitutional right to hold
such meetings.
That Professor Dicey, a recognised authority on
constitutional law, has laid it down that the right of public meeting,
where no breach of the peace is committed by those who hold it, is
not taken away by the misconduct of others who seek by clamour and
violence to break up and disturb such meetings; and that this right
is OIle of the main safeguards of liberty in any free country. That
the police at Liverpool have never experienced any difficulty in preserving order at the meetings hitherto held, nor even at this very meet~
ing, though an organised attack ha.d evidently been pre-arranged by
those who desired to stifle discussion on a subject of national importance. That the public ventilation of this question of clerical lawlessness in the Established Church is the more needful because the authorities in Church and State have not. only neglected to use their un-
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doubted powers to check it, but have even refused access to the courts
of justice when private· individuals were willing to bear the expense of
testing the legality of the practices complained of. That the sentences inflicted on the persons who planned and executed the riot at
Liverpool were trivial and merely nominal, while the demand that Mr.
Kensit should be silent altogether for twelve months was unreasonably.
tyrannical, and indicative of the magistrate's personal animus in' re"
gard to Ritualism rather than suited to the alleged offence. That Mi';'
Stewart, though an officer of the law, has been previously complained
of in the public Press for habitually frequenting a church in which the:
law of the Church and the rulings of the King's courts a.re notoriously
and symstematically violated. That under these circumstances, it is'
submitted, it is the duty of the Executive to forthwith redress the.
wrong which has been done by so cruelly disproportionate and ap-~:
parently vindicative a sentence as has been inflicted in this case.~
Alex. W. Cobham, cha.irman of the Church A8sociation."

CHRIST A"ND HIS PEOPLE.
THE intimate relationship which exists between Christ and His
people remains the same whatever intervenes. Why, it is even so in
earthly matters .- a husband is a husband still, though the Atlantic
Ocean m<ty roll between him and his wife. Jesus is the Husband of
His Chmch still, though she may be tossed about on the ocean of life;"
amI many a cloud may shut Him out from view. He may withdraw;
Himself, but He will never withdraw His love. He cannot deny
Himself. Nay, He cannut live without His Bride. She is wrapt ur}
in Him and He in her. Is it too much to say that the Church is
ChTi~t's other Sell?
Why should it be? She is the reflex of her
Husband: she is as He is. For this He suffered. For this He died;
and where He is there also shall she be She cannot live without Him
and He canllot live without her, Mysterious, merciful union! Oh,
how I love those lines:
" So near, so very near to God,
Nearer I cannot be;
For in the Person of His Son,
I am as near as He.
" So dear, so verv dear to God,
Dearer I call1iot "e;
The love wherewith He loved His Son,
Such is His love to mp,."

-George Cowell.
ALL, under the covenant of works, are without God, without Christ.
and withont hope; and this, because strangers to the Covenant of
grace, or grace of election. If therefore the elect shall be in a bettel'
condition than befure, their electlUn must be absolute; and that it might
be so, the lIew Covenant was m<tde with Christ on their behalf; and is
that grace given uS ill Him before the world began.-Eli~ha Cole"",
2 B
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SOVEREIGN MERCY AND RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT.*
By

THE LATE REV. JONA'l'HAN RANKEN, ANDERsoN.

" Rut the election hath oMai'"ed it, and the rest u'e'l'e blinded."ROMAl>S xi. 7.
Gospel makes divisions wheresoever it comes: some believe, and
some believe not; and a separation more- or less apparent and palpa.ble
immediately ensues. There thus comes into view the glory of the
hidden counsels of God; for" known unto Him are all His works' from
the beginning," and amongst others, known unto Him is the Gospel
of His grace, a.nd the effects which, in every case, it will produce.
We find an illustration of what has now been said, in the days of our
Lord and His apostles. The Gospel was then extensively preached,
but according to the terms of the commission that was given to those
who pre·ached it, they began at Jerusalem; and wheresoever they
went, they acted upon the. declaration, "it was needful that the Word
of God should first be preached unto the Jews." A division consequently took place in that people, though they were separated from
all the other nations of the earth, and appeared to be joined together
by such bonds that one might calculate they behoved to stand or fall
'together; a.nd we have every reason to believe, there were vast
multitudes so wedded to the Jewish system, that they preferred
perishing in its ruins, to a participation in the salvation of Christ.
T):J.is way of theirs was certainly their folly, and has come forth as a
beacon to us, upon whom the ends of the world have come. Let
people take the waming. It is in reference to the division which
hath taken place amongst this people, that the apostle says in our
text, "The election hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded."
We have here three things offered for our consideration : I. Who are meant by the election.
n. What is it they are said to have obtained.
Ill. Wha.t happens to the remnant.
I. We are called to· enquire, who aJ'e meant by the :. election" here
spoken of? I need hardly state, that the apostle speaks of persons., although he uses language in its form and import somewha.t abstract. It is also equally ob,ious to remark, that the persons referred
to in the term" election," are paJi of the Jewish nation, existing at
the time the apostle spoke, yet the term is uch, that what is stated
of them is applicable to all like them, before and since their time.
Now, what is there about these persons, OIl account of which they
are termed the "election" 1 I answer, they are the objects of a
Divine and Sovereign choice, that marks them out from all others,
whether Jews or Gentiles. In order that "e may have some a.pprebensions of which this ch 1ice is, we may enqllire1. Whence is this choice1 It is of grace, that is, He who chooses,
doe,s 80 in the exercise of His free' and unmerited goodness; and those
that He chooses have no claim upon Him; they cannot dema.nd any
THE
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favour at Hi.. hand in the way of right; neither would they have any
just cause· of compla.int, though He were to pass them by, and bestow
no peculiar token of rega.rd upon them; and they are all, sooner or
later, brought to feel and own this~ and that by becoming acquainted
with Him, with whom they have to do, and by becoming acquainted
with themselves, who ha.ve to' do with Him. It were, your wisdom, to
abstain from contending with people upon such deep things as these,
unless they 8upply some good evidence, that they are acqua.inted with
Him with whom they have to do, and acquainted with themselves.
These things, 01' thi t·wofold knowledge, ought to take precedence of
all diSiputations upon this subject. Men ought to bring to such a disputation the qualification which this knowledge, gives; without it they
are no more qualified than blind men are to sit in judgment upon
objects of sight. But, though this is very evident, it can hardly have
failed to ha,ve sltruck those who are observant of these things, that it
is those who are most glaringly destitute of this knowledge, who are
most disposed to dispute, to rebel, and to quarrel with the truth
in this matter. Let them first take up this question and dispose of
it, "Nay, but, 0 man, who art thou that repliest against God 1" Find
out who thou art fir t, and by the time men get that question solved,
they will be tamed enough to recei,e with all meekness and readiness,
the truth concerning an election of grace.
2. Where this choice is made 1 I an wer, it is made "in Christ."
.: According as He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of the
world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love."
There i' no sueh choice as that of which the text speaks, but of
grace; it is impo "ible a.ny can demand it of right. But it is meet
that. grace should have a suitable channel in which to flow. It. i infinitely pure, it is infinitely holy, it hath not only no affinity with that
which is sinful, but it is essentially opposed to sin. There are some
people who have notions of grace that encourage them in sin; thiS' is
the kind of grace with which Scotland is deluged, the most seem
drunk with it; by and bye they will fall, and spue, and perish. Beware of the grace that is fashionable,: it will kill this land to a. certainty: it is killing it very fast. Better far have the iron yoke of
the law tied round your neck, and go to hell with that, than have to do
with what is now called grace; the hottest place in hell will be reserved for that. The people of this generation will be marked in
hell; and their leader will be marked among them. Beware of
them. It will require pretty keen sight to detect the rottenness of
their grace, and it will require a. fine susceptibility of grace to loathe
it. We are daily filled with astonishment, that people can put up
with it. Satan has watched his time, and he has hit it most accurately. Had he proposed such a thing in days gone by, the people
would have risen in a mass., and resisted it; but, "it is a people of
no understanding, therefore He that made them will not have mercy
on them, and He that formed them will show them no favour."
By this., you may know the gra.ce of election, it. is holy; by this
you may know, whether you have anything to do with it, holiness
will be to you the jewel of jewels. Ha.ve you any taste for holiness
2 s 2
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in your souls 1 Have you any sympathy with holiness in the feelings
of your hearts1 Is there anything of the music of holiness ever heard
from you 1 It is righteous. It sees to the fulfilment of law, and that
in a very honourable way. It would seem to be consonant with the
Divine nature, that if a dishonour has been put upon Hill law, not a
particle of grace can come forth from Him, unless there be an honour
put upon it superabounding the dishonour. So the, dishonour is
t;he act of the creature, the honour i the act of the Creator; "God
manifest in the flesh." There is another mystery, you will need to
get into: you will have to deal with it with the gentle hand of faith.
Faith is a trembling thing: it deals with Divine things in a very
gentle waV', not in the coarse style in which the barbarous unbaptized
unbeliever of our day dea.l with it. He will speedily say to some who
little expect it, "''\That have you to do, to take My Covenant into
your mouth 1" But where, this lowly and delicate principle of faith
has a place in the soul, there the soul deals with the mystery whereby
unspeaka.ble hon<lUr has been put upon the law (by wa.y of satisfaction) that was offended by the dishonour cast upon it. (. Grace reigns
through righteousness." Now, since it behoved grace to be ma.nife ted
in this wa.y, a channel must be found tlll'ough which it is to flow,
bright with these properties, and the channel was found by the Father
in His bosom, Hi only Begotten. "'When the fulnes of time was
come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the
law." It is in Him this choice is made, " chosen in Christ."
3. How it takes effect. It take effect through "sanctification of
the Spirit, and belief of the truth." Here the choice which we have
hitherto contemplated in rel'erence to Him who makes it, is to be
viewed with reference to those· who are its objects. There is a wonderful distance between the ChooseI' and the chosen. In point of
purpose, that vast distance which is infinite, was spanned by the
beautiful rainbow of the Father's- love; and in the ,ie" of law, the
distance was spanned by the beautiful rainbow of the Son's redemption; but, in point of fact, it has to be spanned by the beautiful bow
of the grace of the Holy Gho t. We kno" the present is a graceless
age; they are "sensual, not having the Spirit." .. Oh yes," you will
say, "that is thieves, murderers, and such like." No. Pharisees are
sensual. The religion of Scotland, with very few exceptions, is a
religion of sensuality; the Spirit of God is not in it, the Spirit of God
will not countenance it. The Spirit of God, with the Son, and tlle
Father, in one glorious Godhead, burns with vengeance upon it,
for it dishonours the Trinity in unity. Think of the dignity put upon
this Person by these words of· the SaYiour, "Whosoever speaketh aword against the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him, but whosoever
speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither
in this world, neither in the world to come." It is that, that is· procuring damnation to this land in the present day, but people will not
believe it, and any that tell them of it, I believe if their power were
equal to their will, would be disposed of in the way the Jews disposed of Stephen, when he cut them to the heart with his hard and
severe speeches. Some are still crying out of severity. Stay till you
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are away from this ball of earth; stay till you are away from the mistl'l
of time; and you will say, Woe's me, that ever I uttered a word about
severity. Hold your peace, my' people, don't you venture to speak of
truth being too severe, too stern; rather, through grace, accustom yourselves to think it falls far short of what it might be. There are
plenty complainers of the severity of the truth, without you.
Now, when this Divine Person, who has engaged Himself to carry
the election of grace into effect, visits the soul, then life is brought instead of the death that previously reigned; light shines instead of the
darkness that before prevailed; thought rises, where there was no
serious thought before; consideration begins, where before there was
the utmost carelessnes8; the soul finds itself, sees its condition, is
pierced with convictions, discovers it is lost, feels it i,; ready to perish,
and utters the cry, "What must I do to be saved 1"
Christ is revealed; the morning iota I' appear,; to illumine the dark
night in which the soul has hitherto been involved: the city of
refuge is descried for the reception of the poor creature that if! hotly
pursued by the avenger of blood. He is descried in the light of the
truth of the Gospel; He is heard inviting the soul as sinful, guilty, and
perishing, to come to Him; "Come unto Me, all ye that labour and
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." The soul hears His voice,
receives the im"itation, and ventures itself upon it. A heavy weight
certainly; the man never had such a handful befoi"e. It is trying work
to have a soul to dispose of. Most of the inhabitants of this land
are soulless creatures, and so far a.s we can see, they will not find them
till they find them in hell. Happy ye who have found your souls vile,
guilty, filthy, and ready to perish! Will you give them to Me 1 says
the Saviour. Unbelief says, No. A hard heart says, I cannot. But,
in spite of all difficulties, this good Spirit never lets the soul alone,
till He has brought the soul and Christ together, and Christ is in the
arms of the soul by faith, alS Christ has the soul in His, arms by His
gracious apprehension of it, " I in you, and you in Me." A mysterious
religion this. I grant it, but that is an argument in its favour. The
prevailing religion has no mystery in it, except it be the mystery of
iniquity. Thi;; is the way in which election takes effect, through the
sanctifying power of the Spirit, and belief of the truth.
('1'0 he continned.)

UNION

WITH CHRIST.

AND am lone with Jesus? Matcbless love!
He makes my guilt. and shame, and sorrow His;
His grace and righteousness, and life are mine,
And on Him, in Him, with Him. I shall live.
'Tis His to comfort and prOVide for me;
'Tis mine to honour and obey my Lord.
Wh··n He is absent, I in sorrow mourn,
And if He hides His face. my joy departs.
Yes. He will own me as HiR chosen Bride,
And I shall sing, •. My Husband is the Lord."-Irons.
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A VOICE FROM NEW ZEALAND.
To tlw EtHtor of the Co.-,pe! jJ;[agaz1:lIc.
My VERY DEAR SIR, AND BROTHER IN OUR LORD,April and May, and nothing from "Isa ,. !
I do not know what
would h.ave happened if my wife-who died last February-had been
alive. The first thing on receiving the GOSPEL MAGAZINE was to look
for " Isa's" piece, and then she read it to me, most likely twice on
the day of its arrival, and many times during the month. If there
was nothing from "ha," she would ask, "\,yby have they not put
, Isa's ' poetry in? " I may tell you we greatly enjoy anything written
by yourself. The sermon in the May number, with reference to the
adverse criticism of the Books of Moses, was excellent, just tbe thing
for the present time. In regard to Robert Haldane's "Evidences and
Authority of Divine Hevelation," there is that about this work which
will last for all time, whatever the adverse critics may hunt up from
the rubbish of ages. I had, for some time, two agents here buying
up from England copies of this work, for young men who were going
out as missionaries, and for other people, as well as Haldane's book
There is a work, too, by James
on the Epistle to the Homans.
Haldane, on the Atonement, worth more than its weight in gold.
What a loss it is to the people of God that these books are out of
print. W'e have Hodge, Gandlish, ambiguous Dale, and others, yet
Haldane's is a, valuable book. Hodge's work is, out of print, but I
have got many second-hand copies,. I am a poor man, or would do
all I could to restore Haldane's works to the people of God. I am
now 73-in a few weeks. My wife was 69 when she died. Oh, lllay
our blessed Lord keep you a long time to succour and comfort His
people, now that the truth is being trodden under foot. May our
God bless and keep you, and do abundantly for you as He ha.s yet
done, for His name's sake! I am not likely to see you until we
meet above. Yours in our blessed Lord,
,Y. G. STEVENS.
Puni, Pukekohe, Auckland, July 2'7, 1902.
P.S.-Is there no Haldane to bring out the books 1
[We cordially thank OUl' antipodean brother in the Lord for his
letter and loving pra,yers. It will, we are sure, afford 110 small cheer
to our gifted contributor, "Isa," to know that her spiritual verses
are valued dearly by God's scattered saints. All that Mr. Stevens
says of the theological works of the Ha.ldanes we endorse. They are
doctrinally sound, Scriptural, and very forcible. It would confer a
boon on the Christian Churches if-at any rate-some of them were
reprinted in a cheap and popular form. VV'e may mention that an
edition-the third-of J. A. Haldane's treatise on the Atonement was
published in 1862, by W. P. Kennedy, 79, George Street, Edinburgh, a
copy of which is in our library, and has been in use for the past
thirty-five years. It is an unanswerable confutation of the Pelagiau
theory of Dr. Wardlaw.-EDI'roR.J
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
SATISFACTORY accounts continue to come from South Africa.
Boen
and Britons are settling down there in an amicable manner, and everything points to a happy and prosperous future for that lately wardistracted land. We have reason to be> very thankful for this. The
Boer generals, Bot.ha, DeJarey, and De Wet, who came over to England, and were received with a most chivalrous and hearty welcome,
have acted very unwisely in listening to the counsels of some of the
former chiefs of the old Boer Government, and making some preposterous demands, which, if granted, would have completely nullified the
terms of the Peace Agreement. They have presented these demands
-as the continental press observed-CC as if they were conquerors
rather than conquered."
Of course, these preposterous. demands
could not be granted.
Sad tidings again reach us from some of the West Indian Islands.
The volca.noes on Martinique and St. Vincent have again broken out.
In the former island, there has been another great loss of life, and it is
feared that a considera.ble portion-if not the whole-of it will have to
be abandoned; and the inhabitants of the latter have been telTorstricken, anticipating, from hour to hour, another awful catastrophe,
from the fearful roaring and the electrical discharges of the volcano
there, the sky being obscured by dust and smoke, and the scenes described as telTible.
Considerable sensation has been caused, especially in Homan Catholic circles, by the publication of an article in the cc Fortnightly Review" by the Rev. A. H. Galton, Domestic Chaplain to the Bishop of
Ripon, s.tating that an extensive revolt exists on the part of 150
cc secular" Roman Catholic priests in England.
Mr. Galton was formerly a Roman Catholic, so that he is likely to know what he is
writing about. He states that these priests do not despair of their
Church or of its future, but that they a.re utterly dissati&fied with the
Roman Court, and with the treatment which they have received from
it ; and therefore that they are determined to take the matter into
their own hands, and elect a bishop of their own, and serve independently under him. He sa.ys that cc these new Reformers consist of at
least 150 Secular Clergymen, in England alone, who have joined the
movement formally; and who are pledged to one another not to act
separately, by individual secessions, but to work jointly, as a corporate
body, by constitutional means, and through canonical methods, for the
reformation which they desire. There are many more sympathisers
with the cause in England, and still more in the United States. They
feel that the time has now come both for acting, and for bringing their
plans before the public, with a view to sympathy and criticism. For
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all sympathy they will be duly grateful." Mr. Galton states that the
Secular Clergy find their usefulness crippled, and their lawful sphere of
work encroached upon by the Jesuits, who dominate the Church. One
result of that domination is that the traffic in bogus relics, indulgences, and masses is " just as bad in the twentieth century as it was
The money realized from their sale goel> "not
:in the fifteenth."
so much to the extension of Christ's moral and spiritual kingdom, as
.fo the building up of an Imperial Monarchy, ecclesiastical in form and
name, but wholly secular in its purposes and result. . .
Secular Priests are only money-making machines for their bishops and the
,Roman Curia. It is useless to appeal to Rome. The Bishops and the
Curia, in these matters, work together. Rome does not even acknowledge, the receipt of a priest's letter, but returns it to his bishop, with
.a hint to make the writer's life precarious and uncomfortable for his
presumption in complaining of any wrongs. The bishops pour English
,money into the Papal coffers, and the pockets of the Vatican officials.
.The episcopal supervision of the Catholic!> of England is chiefly a
financial occupation." These are the words of a man who has known
and suffered under the Roman system fo·r many yean; and those for
whom he speaks would only differ from him in the variety of their
experience. The Romish authorities in England at first denied all
'knowledge of this remarkable movement, and no doubt they will do
,all they can to check it; but since the publication of Mr. GaHon's
'article, the chief mover amongst the disaffected priests has publicly
confirmed his statements; and Roman Catholic writers in the press
:acknowledge that "there is undoubtedly' much dissatisfaction and
.discontent among the secular clergy with regard to the treatment which
they receive at the hands of their bishops.. " It will be interesting to
observe what will be the ultimate result of this movement.
-

The Homa-n Catholic authorities in the United Kingdom are
generally speaking very cautious in their public utterances, and they
seldom sa.y anything which might alarm our people, and give the
impression tha-t if their system held again supreme power in the land,
it would show the same cruel and persecuting spirit that it showed in
days of old; but, according to 1\ report in tile "Catholic Times" of
August 15th, one of the Roman Catholic Bishops, the" Most Rev." Dr.
Clancy, Bishop of Elphin, preaching recently a-t Holy Cross Church,
'Sligo, departed from this customary caution, a.nd, referring to the life
a.nd labours of St. Dominic, founder of the Dominican Order of Priests,
stated: "We may need the active intervention of the sons of St. Dominic again. Since the days of its illustrious founder, the Order of Friar
Preachers has been identified with the work of the Roman Inquisition,
and it is still connected with the congrel!ation of the Holy Office in
Rome. There are warning symptoms of future troubles in our times,
which point to the necessity of requisitioning the services of this illustrious Order once more to defend the teaching a.uthority of the Church."
This is plain speaking, and it ought to open the eyes of lukewa.rm and
too-confident Protest>ants, showing them what they may expect to see
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if RO,manism gets the upper hand, viz., the horrible Inquisition estab.lished in England, with all its frightful atrocities.

The Dean of St. David's (the Very Rev. David Howell) calls attention to the unsatisfactory conditions of modern life. He says: "There
is not a little in the conditions of modern life that tends to cause
Christian people much anxiety. Living at high pressure is not favourable to a strong and sturdy Christian faith.
A life of hurry and
worry; a perpetuaJ strain on nerve, and brain, and body, is exhausting
to the best energies of a. man's nature, so that he becomes largely
incapable of anything beyond the imperative duties of life.
The
Sunday becomes a day of mere physical rest, and life becomes a perpetua-l treadmill, a dull monotony of the same round of duties, from
The feverish rage for
'which there is no earthly hope of esoape.
riches; the intense greed of aggrandisement; the fierce struggle for
pre-eminence; the strain 011 conscience, principle, and loyalty to God,
inseparable from the battle of life in our day: all this tends to breed
indifference to everything but what can be put into the till or entered
'in the ledger. Other causes nlight be named, such as the dissipating
effect of much of our modern literature; the love of luxury, which is
becoming so general among all classes; the inconsistencies of many
profes,sing Christia,ns; the reaction from the controversies of the last
fifty years; the effect of misunderstood scientific discoveries; the disturbing results of the' higher criticism,' and the closer assimilation of
the Church and the world.
But whether the spiritual apathy, of
which so many complain, may, or ma.y not, be traced to these or
similar causes, the fact remains that the pulse of the, Church is slow
and irregular, and its aggressive energy far feebler than the exigencies
of the situation demand." The Dean asks: ""\¥hat is the remedy 1 "
and he answers, not "Covering the land with a. network of Christian
'agencies," as some say, not" Home-Reunion," as others', but emphatically the" Power of Pentecost."
The Dean thinks that, above all, the ministry needs a new Pentecost. He says: "With a full consciousness of my own shortcomings,
I am constrained to say that I think there ha.s not been a due setting
forth in its fulness of the truth about the Holy Ghost. If I were asked
t.he difference between the preaching of the present day and that of
fifty years ago, the word 'unction' would largely cover my reply.
'There was an indescribable and ineffable something which pervaded
the preaching of former days, producing a sense of sin, and the love
of God, which I seldom witness now. Contrition of heart, and a
'conscious acceptance of the Divine offer of mercy, were no pious platitudes in those days, but a living experience. Is it so now 1 If not,
why not 1 The human heart is the same.
God's truth, and the
authority of the message and the messenger, a-re the same.
The
Divine promises and the conditions of salvation are the, same. Then
why the difference 1 In my hunlble judgment, it is to be accounted
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for in the different prominence given to the offices of the Holy Spirit
then and now, and possibly in the realized dependence on His Divine
power for effectual results. Of this, at all events, I am fully convinced,
that even the Christian Gospel is of itself powerless to restore men to
God, apart from the power of the Holy Ghost."

A sad incident has been mentioned in the daily press of a clergyman, who, after being three years without an appointment, had to sell
his library and other belongings, in order to maintain himself, until
ultimately he had to become an inmate of Tiverton Workhouse. He
had been a curate for twenty-three years, and had made 470 unsuccess>ful applications for a curacy, the vicars, he stated, wanting only young
curates. The hon. sec. of the Clerical Provident Union, the Rev.
H. J. Swallow, of 8, Gray's Inn Place, says that this case is not an
isolated one, but that he has known of many such cases. There is a
craze in the present day for young men as pastors; it does not seem
to matter how young or inexperienced they may be; and the old and
experienced are put on the shelf.
Surely this is a great mistake.
Ripeness of knowledge and religious experience are simply invaluable
if wisely and rightly used, and no amount of youthful energy and
enthusiasm can act as substitutes for them. A weekly contemporary
says that there are one or two faint indications that this craze is passing away. We hope tha.t this may be the case, but we have not observed any sign of its doing so yet.

The accounts of the harvest this year from different parts of the
country are very disappointing. There was a good hay crop, and the
farmers were looking forward to similarly good crops of corn j but
they have been-in most places-greatly disappointed by such unsettled and unfa.vourable weather, and such a qua.ntity of rain, that the
crops could not be gathered in in good condition, and they have been
extensively damaged. In the Antipodes, on the other hand, the agriculturists have been longing for rain, of which we have had such a
super-abundance, and the want of it has brought great, disa.ppointment
and disaster to them. In a letter recently received from New South
Wales, the writer states: "I have just returned from a long visit up
country, and although enjoying my kind friends' hospitality, one felt
so dreadfully depressed with the ten-ible state of the country all
around.
New South Wales is passing th-rough one of the longest
droughts on record; and it is so general, which makes it-so much
worse. The pOOl', unfortunate beasts are dying of starvation in thousands.
One comes across numerous bleached bones when driving
about, and the most pitiable sight is to see the sheep-the very ba.ckbone of our country-dropping down when disturbed, and too weak te
get up again. Rain has not fallen in any quantity for nine months!
Many hundreds of homesteads are deserted for want of water and
grass. Not a blade can you see for miles and miles; it is just like a
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barren waste. Thousands of pounds have been expended upon feeding a.nimals, trying to keep them alive, and in hopes daily of rain,
but that has had to be given up, for no more funds are forthcoming.
Days of humiliation and prayer ha.ve been set apart, but all of no
By telegraph we learn that a
avail, the heavens' are as brass."
special day of universa.l humiliation and prayer has been observed in
that afflicted land, and soon we hope to hear that prayer has been
graciously ansrwered, and that the much-needed rain has been granted.
V,Te regret to see that the writer just quoted says: "Can one help
doubting a merciful Providence when 'uch universal distress is going
on day by day 1" There is no reason whatever to doubt a merciful
Providence, but we believe that. there is reason to fear that the Lord
is chastising us, and our co-patriots in Aushalia for our shortcomings
aud sins; and there is every reason also to believe that if we and they
showed true repentance, that chastisement would be removed.
In India, also, there is a prospect of another terrible famine, in
eonsequence of the deficient rainfall. A private letter states: "The
!lews from Ra.jputana and the Central Provinces is terrible.
The
missionaries there wrote that unless rain fell before the 7th of August,
the whqle of a.ll the, crops would be dried up, and not a drop of rain
has fallen. Heavy showers fell a few days ago, in Gujerat, but too
late to save any crops. The only good it will do now will be to preserve a little fodder for the beasts. So the famine will be much worse
than it has ever been before. The prospect is simply horrible." The
number of persons already in receipt of public relief is stated by the
Secreta.ry of State for India to be 502,000.

~

Amongst many' notable persons who came from far-distant lands to
attend the Coronation may be mentioned a venerable and veteran missionary, the Rev. Frederick Langham, from the Islands of Fiji. Mr.
Langham tells IIlany thrilling stories of his early mi&sionary work,
and of the wonderful manner in which his life was preserved. He
gives a marvellous account of the missionary triumphs, by the grace
of God, in those interesting Islands, and of the happy and wonderful
change which has taken place in the inhabitants there. Sixty-si~
years ago, the Fijians knew nothing of God, or Christ, or salvation.
They were sunk in superstition, cruelty, and cannibalism. They had
no written language. This was given to them by Wesleyan missionaries. Now they read the Bible in their own tongue, and it is
taught in all the day-schools of the colony. Ninety-five per cent. of
the population worship in Methodist sanctuaries, which number, including chapels and other preaching places, nearly 1,250. There are
more than 70 native ministers, 3,526 local preachers, and 5,330 class
leaders, many of whom were themselves formerly cannibals. More
than 50,000 Fijians meet in classes for Christian fellowship. The
Fijia.ns, in their turn, are sending missionaries to- the far-off islands of
New Britain and New Guinea, and with finest heroism are seeking to
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rescue their dusky brethren of other lands from the pit from which
they themselves have been digged.
Well may we gratefully say,
(' What hath God wrought.!"
A sad event has occuned in China. Two missIOnaries belonging
to the China Inland Mission have been murdered at Chen-Chau, in the
province of Hunan. The cause of the outbreak is said to be the prevalence of cholera in the province, the natives a.sserting that the
foreigners poisoned the wells. Chen Chau Fu is one of the most
recently-opened stations of the China Inland Mission, work there
having commenced only just before the Boxer rising. It. was then
tempomrily abandoned, a.nd the victims of the latest outrage had only
just recommenced work in the place. The murdered men are the Rev.
H. R Lowis, of Cumberland, who had been in China for three years,
and the Rev. J. R. Bruce, an Australian, who had been "'orking in the
country since 1896.
Although for some time past there had beell
some unea.siness about Szechuan, none whatever had been felt about
Hunan.
On August 21 the mission, however, received telegraphic
advices that trouble had occurred in Chen Cha,u, and that the worst
was fea.red for their two missionaries. A missiona.ry wa.s. immediately
despatched from Chang To, the nearest station, a hundred miles to the
north-east of the scene of the trouble, to inquire into the facts. He
has since anived, and telegraphed a confirmation of the original report. It will probably be found in China, as in other lands, that" the
blood of the' martyrs is the seed of the Church" j but the, amount of
such seed sown in China is becoming exceedingly large, and gives rise
to the inquiry as tD whether that countIy is quite ripe yet for the
further work of miss·ionaries, at least in the interior, and whether it
would not be wise for any additional missionaries to "'ait until the
people are more favourably disposed towards fore"igners, and more
ready to receive them.
This is an age of splendid donations. ::;e,eral have been announced
recently, and now another is announced from two generous nobleinen,
Lord Mount Stephen and Lord Strathcona. It consists. of securities of
the present value of £16,000 a year, and of a larger prospective value,
and it ha-s been presented as an endowment to King Edward's Hospital
Fund for London.
Calculated at 3 per cent., this represents a gift
of more than half a million sterling, and it is said that it will go far
to complete the scheme which was inaugurated by his Majesty, when
Prince of Wales, to free the London hospitals from debt. These two
noblemen are already widely known as munificent contributms to good
objects. Fifteen years ago, in celebration of Queen Victoria's Jubilee,
they erected a hospital in Montreal at a cost of £200,000, and afterwards gave £160,000 for its maintenance. To the McGill University
-the leading University of the Dominion of Canada~Lord Strathcona presented £80,000, and when the South African War broke. out
he rajsed a.nd equipped the famous Canadian regiment of Rough
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Riders, called after him, at an outlay of something li)\.e £200,000. To
Aberdeen, also, his lordship gave £25,000 for the extension of the
Marischal College, while Lord Mount Stephen subscribed an equal
sum to the Royal Infirmary of that city. Both noblemen have had
romantic and rema.rkable ca.reers. 'They began life, in humble circumstances, and they have raised themselves by persevering industry and
business talent.
We regret to Ileal' that Dr. Barnardo's health has necessitated
a lengthened absence from his loved work. He ha& been for some
time at Nauheim, undergoing the medical treatuient for which that
little German village is famous. No marked improvement hafl yet
been reported j but we believe that absence from the rush of London
is beginnjng to tell favourably on his health, and we' hope and trust
that, by God's blessing, he will in dlJe season be restored to his
beloved work. Although under medical orders, Dr. Barnardo contrive& to do a good deal of Institutional correspondence, and to take
an active share in the work of the Homes.
He has had a disappointment in that the specially asked-for" Coronation Gifts" have not been
forthcoming to the extent that it was hoped that they would. Several
generous contributors offered certa.in considera.ble sums, provided that
a number of similar sums were also contributed j but a'l. yet this
generous challenge has not elicited the response which might have,
been expected. It would be an immense help to this work, and a
great relief to Dr. Barnardo's mind, if these required sums could be
contributed, for then a serious over-draft at the bankers would be paid
off, and the noble institutions which he presides over would receive a
The munificent donor of the Norfolk County
fresh impetus.
School for the purposes of a Navy Training School in connection with
Dr. Barnardo's Homes, Mr. E. H. 'Vatts, has passed away, after some
weeks of acute suffering, and consequently he was not permitted to
see the completion of the undertaking, in which he took a deep interest j
but his eldest surviving son, Mr. F. S. Watts, has most generously intimated his intention of carrying out his father's purposes, and fully
completing it as he had intended to do.
D. A. D.

,V ELL, Christ is in hea,yen, our true treasure, where neither the
thief, nor moth, nor canker can come. This is our happiness, that He
keepeth our treasure; it iiS out of the reach of devils and men; were it
in our bands we would soon betray it. If we are set in heaven with
Christ, Christ may as soon be pulled ont of heaven as any child of
God be disappointed of their glorious inheritance. - Bain
THE Psalms are jewel clusters made up of the gold of doctrines, the
pearls of comfort, the gems of prayer. This precious book is a theatre
of God's works. a sweet field and rosary of promises, and a paradise
of delicious fruits and heavcnly delights; an ample sea, wherein
poor tempest-tossed souls find pearls of consolation; and a heavenly
school, wherein God Himself is Chief Instructor.-Paul Gerhanlt. .
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
A WELL-ATTENDED and successful public meeting was held at Waltonon-Naze on Thursday, Sept,ember 11th.
General Sir 'V. Stirling
kindly occupied the chair, and in an excellent address described the
8piritual character of a true aged pilgrim. and emphasized the
Scriptura1 and di~tinctive foundation upon which the Society rest".
The Revs. T. H. Cook (Vicar of Frinton), ~~. H. Pounds, of Bexley,
and other friends took part in the proceedings. Through the kindness
of two ladies tea was provided for the assembly, and a collection of
upwards of £12 was taken.
The twenty-third anniversary of the Brighton Home will (DV.) be
held in the Royal Pavilion on Tuesday, October 7th. The ladies will
have a sale of work throughout the day, and ill the afternoon, at 3.30,
General Sir R. Biddulph will preside over t,he public mceting. The
Revs. W. B. Ferris, of Worthing, G. Hewitt, J. H. Hallett, and J. K.
Popham are expected to take part. Upwards of £450 per anlJum arc
expended locally in pensions. 'l'he Home in Egremont Plftce provides
a dwelling for seven aged ones.
Through the kindness of the Rev. J. Ormiston, the work of the
Society will be' described at the afternoon meeting of the Cliftou
Conference, on 'Vednesday, October 8th, at three o'clock. The work
is one which emphatically appeals to God's children gathered at this
annual assem bly.
The new issue d the Q1larte-l'ly Reconl is now ready. Among other
illustrations, it contains a likeness of the late Dr. H. Bonar, an old
friend of the Institution.
A biographical sketch accompanies this,
together with a variety of interesting matter bearing upon the work.
Copies for gratuitous distribution can be obtained on application at the
Office, 83, Finsbury Pavement, E.C.

THE BEST MATCH.
ARE ,ye poor and naked, ftnd miserable ~ Christ is gold to enrich us,
and clothing to cover us. Are we dead ~ Christ is life. Are we
blind 1 Christ is eyesalve for us. Are we in prison 1 He is liberty.
Are we hungry 1 He is bread. Are we thirstv 1 He is the water of
life, which those who drink of shall nc\'er thirst. Are we troubled 1
He is rest. Are we drooping and desponding ~ He is the consolation
of His Israel. Are we bewildered ~ He is a guide. Are we borne
down in our spiritual conflicts 1 He is the Oaptain of our salvation,
who will fight for us. Are we weak 1 He is our almighty strength.
Then cheer up, dear children of God, for every way Christ is a field
of pleasure, a very paradise of joys, and a very fountain of delights!
-Edwanl Peal'se.
FEELING is often evanescent with us, bnt it is not so with God;
it is in Him an eternal principle.
"Like as a father pitiet,h hi;;
children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him."-H01vels.
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Gathered P)'agments: A Memorial of Thomas Stanley Wakeley, late
Past'IT of Providenc~ C/lapel, Rainham, Kent, and Editor oj the
"Gospel Banner." Edited by his Brother-R. M. WAKELEY; with
Preface by NII'. G. HAZLERLGG. Pp. 376. Price 3s. (post free).
Oxford: J. C. Pembrey, 164, Walton Street.
THESE well-printed pages record the deep experiences of a spiritual
mind- a mind well instructed in the Word of God and gifted with
remarkable powers of discernment and discrimination. In the words
of Mr. Hazlerigg's introd uction, the Pastor of Providence Chapel,
Rainham, " Was a reality in religion; not merely a name. He
aimed after real things in himself, and felt after them in others. He
had a religion of his own, and a mind of his own. He formed his own
opinions of men and things, and it was a shrewd one. It is, of course,
possible for those who have much individuality about them, to lean in
their jndgments too much to their impressions; possibly, too, they
may have over-strong partialities, not quite unaccompanied with prejudices; but of our friend we may certainly say, that his affections
were for the most part drawn to, and strongly fixed upon, someof the most
spiritually-minded Christians, and best taught, experimental ministers."
The" fragments" comprising Mr. Wakeley's meditations fully bear out
this estimate of his character. The numerous letters his brother has
arranged and annotated with excellent judgment, and the copious
extracts made from his very circumstantial diary, are admirably
adanted to minister edification and consolation to those who with
prayer peruse them. Some notes of Sermons are appended to the
volume.
These show him to have been a faithful preacher of the
Gospel of the grace of God, and a true pastor of souls. They are
rare expositions of the dealings of God with the hearts of His redeemed
people-just such" savoury meat" as the household of faith delight
to feed npon. We cordially recommend this book to the attention of
believers.

1'he Passover, the Coml1wnion, and tl.e Mass.
By the Rev. R. B.
GlRDLESTONE, "YI A., Hon. Canon of Christ Church, Oxford, and
formerly Principal of Wycliffe Hall. London: Charles Murray.
Price 2d.
WE should like to see this excellent treatise circulated far and
wide. It presents the whole subject of the Lord's Supper in a
clear, concise, and Scriptlll'ally-trllthful form; and it throws additional light upon it by quotations from and references to the
Service-book of the Jewish Passover.
It is well worthy of a
careful perusal and a wide circulation, especially at the present
time, when so lllany erroneous and dangerous views are promulgated respecting the subject.
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Solitude. By Rev. W. MaoRE, Author of "Nocturnes and
other Poems," "Lo~t Chords," &c. London: Elliott Stock.
WE cannot help thinking that the author of these compositions is
throwing away his talents. "''\That is the us!3 of transl,;,ting Gmy's
matchless Elegy and other well-known poems into Latin a dead
lang'lage-unless it be as scholastic: exercises 1 and who would care
to read these exercises except a suhoolmaster or college tutor 1 The
author has undoubted poetical ~mdclassical talents, and if he would
use them in compositions which would express great thoughts ,'1nd
enforce useful lessons in a striking and popular way, he might earn,
the thanks of many grateful readeri>, and do much good.
Eyes

ut

"Sovereign G1"aCe o'P?" Sin Abounninu."-A Brief Account of the Lord's
Dealings with a Vei>sel of Mercy. By ALFRED DYE, Minister of the
Guspel, Providence Chapel, Kowley .i:tegis. Second Edition, with
Portrait of the Author. London: E. ,Vilmsh urst, 23, \'Varwick
Lane; W. Wile man, 55, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus.
WE are glad to see that a second edition of this iuteresting :wd edifying'
narrative has been asked for. Mr. Dye's call by grace, his life-work
and spiritual experiences furnish fruitful matter for the Christian's
study. " The footsteps of the !louk" are re;Miily re,;ognizable to those'
who know the voice of the Chief Shepherd of the sheep.
JOTTINGS.
"I am the Way, the Truth, mid the Lij"e."-JoHN xiv. 6.

I
I
I
I
I
I

AM the Way, without which there is no going;
am the Truth, without wh.ch there is no knowing;
am the Life, without which there iB no living.
am the Way, in which you must go;
am the Truth. to teach you how to go;
am the Life, to enalJle you to understand the teaching,
and to go in the way.
YeB, Lord, Thou art the Way, and I, by gl'ace, am in it;
Thou art the Truth, alid I, lJy grH.c:e know it;
Thuu art the Life, and I, by g''''c:e, am in it.

MY BROTHER.
Is Christ my Brother, and shall I Ge willing to live without the
assurance of my Brother's love tu me 1 Can 1 be content to pa!)!) a
week without knowing that my Brother's heart is still beating with
affection towards me 1 Do DOt let thy Jesus live a day witlwut a
line frum thee, and do not be happy if thou li vest a deLy without a
line from Hilll.-C. H. Sp1trgeon.

\
"'0,

"ABLE to keep"
'rhe Apostle Paul argues the certainty of his
salvation from the power of God, which he cou1li nut WIth good
reaoon do unless it was engaged to secure his SeLl vation.-lieTTidye.

