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LESSONS FROM CALVARY.
" And when they were come to the place called Oalvary, there they
crucifi"ed them."-LuxE xxiii. 33.

;

"THERE they crucified Him! "-the spotless LAMB of GOD.
True, His Godhead those wicked bands could not touch, yet Him
Who was GOD they nailed to the tree of shame-Him, Who was
"the Ancient of days," and "Whose goings forth had been ever
of old, from everlasting." No more awful event than that of the
death of CHRIST JESUS on Calvary stands recorded on the pages
of this world's momentous history. Heaven could not look down
upon it, for the sky gathered blackness, and the oriental sun at
noontide withdrew its glorious beams, the earth trembled and
reeled to and fro, the rocks were rent, the graves were opened,
and the mystic veil of the Temple was rent in two " from the top
to the bottom" by an unseen hand. Such unparalleled phenomena
struck horror into the minds of the spectators, as it is written,
" And all the people that came together to that sight, beholding
the things which were done, smote their breasts, and returned."
" The place which is called Calvary," that is, as the marginal
translation states, "the place of a skull." All four Evangelists
record the crucifixion, but Matthew, Mark, and John write of the
place of Christ's sacrificial offering "as called in the Hebrew,
Golgotha" {John xix. 17)-" a place of a skull" (Matt. xxvii. 33).
Luke, a Gentile, writing primarily for Gentile readers, uses a
37
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translation (Kpavwv-a diminutive of Kpavov, a skull). Our
English word" Calvary" is from the Latin Oalvaria, as used in
the Vulgate, and adopted by the translators of our Authorized
Version. It occurs nowhere else in the New Testament. But why
the Place of a Skull 1 Much learning and criticism has been spent
by commentators on this question, and various suggestions-some
more ingenious than convincing-have been made. The enquiry,
however, still remains open. There is nothing in the inspired
narratives to justify our calling Calvary a "mount." This mistaken idea is largely due to medireval painters, from whom sacred
poets borrowed it, and thus have familiarized our minds with the
unscriptural expression, "Mount Calvary." It' is clearly the
mind of GOD that the actual site of the stupendous sacrifice,
"without the gate" of Jerusalem, should not be identified. Of
the place where the LORD buried MOSES it is written, "But no man
knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day" (Deut. xxxiv. 6). So no
man knoweth either the site of the crucifixion or the sepulchre
in which the body of JESUS was laid, unto this day. The spiritual
lessons yielded by the transcendent event with which Calvary will
throughout eternity be closely associated, are not dependent on
our being able to locate the scene of their origin. The inspired
Scriptures infallibly record the facts on which these lessons are
founded, and to them we turn with a confidence which neither Satan
nor man can shake. As writes the Apostle PAUL to the Corinthians,
" For I delivered unto you, first of all, that which I also received,"
and what was that 1-" how that CHRIST died for our sins
according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He
rose again the third day according to the Scriptures" (1 Cor. xv.
3, 4). On this impregnable rock, then, our faith concerning
the atoning sacrifice of CHRIST is built, and will to the end be
maintained.
Let us now go forth reverently unto JESUS" without the gate,"
to the place of His reproach, "the place of a skull," and adoringly
consider Him "Who endured such contradiction of sinners
against Himself." The lessons of revelation taught willing hearts
at Calvary are many.
Here it was, that is, on its own ground, Death was overcome by
the dying of the LORD JESUS. " Forasmuch then as the children
are partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself took part of the
same; that through death He might destroy him that had the
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power of death, that is, the devil; and deliver them who through
fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage" (Heb. ii.
14, 15). On Calvary the supreme purpose of the incarnation,
namely, that JESUS might die, was effected. Without His becoming
a partaker of flesh and blood He could not have died. He was
"made flesh" in order that by Himself dying He might destroy,
defeat, or render impotent, the executioner of death-the
author of that thing, sin, which brought death into the world.
When JESUS bowed His holy head on the tree of curse, the empire
of Satan was shaken to its centre, and his throne tottered to its
fall. It was as the Kinsman and Redeemer of His brethren, that,
single-handed, CHRIST entered into conflict with" the god of this
world," and through His Own blood overcame him and brought
him to nought. That the children of GOD, whom the devil had
enslaved, might go free, their Surety bowed Himself to pay the
ransom unto the last farthing. Satan, who from the beginning
was "a murderer," met in JESUS on the cross "the Avenger of
blood"; for it was the revealed counsel of J EHOVAH that "the
Revenger of blood Himself shall slay the murderer: when He
meeteth him He shall slay him." "The murderer shall surely
be put to death" (Num. xxxv. 16-21). Yet, at how awful a cost
was the mighty conquest won! Well has the great CHALMERS
said of the atoning work of the LORD JESUS: "It was not the
parade of an unreal suffering He had to encounter, but a deep and
and dreadful endurance-a death equivalent in the amount of its
soreness to the devouring fire and everlasting burnings which,
but for Him, believers must have borne!" Believers in CHRIST
crucified and risen are called upon to render eternal praise to the
GOD of all grace Who thus "found a ransom" for the undeserving
objects of His electing salvation-love! "Thanks be to GOD,
which giveth us the victory through our LORD JESUS CHRIST"
(I Cor. xv. 57).
Here-on Calvary-we behold GOD'S holy hatred 01 sin displayed
in all its terrors and reality. As the Bearer of the guilt of His
Bride, the Church, it is written that GOD "spared not His Own
SON, but delivered Him up for us all" (Rom. viii. 32). The phrase
"spared not," used here of the condemnation of JESUS when
laden with the imputed sins of His people, is precisely the same
as the HOLY GHOST employs by the Apostle PETER when referring
to the Divine judgment on Satan and his angels, and on the ante-
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diluvian world in the days of Noah: "For if GOD spared not the
angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered
them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;
and spared not the old world, but saved NOAH, the eighth person,
a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of
the ungodly; and turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into
ashes, condemned them with an overthrow, making them an
ensample unto those that after should live ungodly; and delivered
just LOT, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked; the
LORD knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptation, and
to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished"
(2 Peter ii. 4-9). He" spared not His own SON" when He took
the place of guilty sinners! The sight of sin upon CHRIST'S holy
Person drew forth the just and righteous wrath of a sin-hating
GOD, and the Divine SIN-BEARER was "delivered up." Nowhere
more emphatically than at the cross is sin shown to be "exceeding sinful" in the sight of GOD!
Here, too, the Divine justice is most demonstratively set forth,
and the inexorable truth of GOD openly vindicated. No mercy or
favour was forthcoming for Him who bore in His own body on
the tree the sins of His undone people. Herein the infinite love
of the LAMB shone forth, that without reserve He " gave Himself "
into the hands of unrelenting justice, and bowed His righteous
soul to the crushing penal stroke.
" 0 CHRIST, what burdens bowed Thy Head!
Our load was laid on Thee;
Thou suffered'st in the sinner's stead,
Didst bear all ill for me :
A victim led,
Thy blood was shed;
Now there's no load for me.
" Death and the curse were in our cup-. 0 CHRIST, 'twas full for Thee!
But Thou hast drained the last dark drop-'Tis empty now for me !
That bitter cup-Love drank it up;
Now blessing's draught for me!
" The FATHER lifted up His rodo CHRIST, it fell on Thee!
Tnou wast sore stricken of Tny GouThere's not one stroke for me :
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Thy tears, Thy blood,
Beneath it flowed;
Thy bruising healeth me.
"The HOLY ONE did hide His faceo CHRIST, 'twas hid from Thee!
Dumb darkness wrapped Thy soul a spaceThe darkness due to me:
But now Thy face
Of radiant grace
Shines forth in light on me.
"For me, LORD JESUS, Thou hast died,
And I have died in Thee!
Thou'rt risen; my bonds are all untied;
And now Thou liv'st in me.
When purified,
Made white and tried,
Thy glory then for me ! "
Here also we see the overflowinqs of mercy toward all whom
the suffering LAMB of GOD represented. The blood of the LORD
JESUS CHRIST ratified the eternal purposes of the FATHER regarding
the free-grace salvation of His chosen, dearly-loved sons and
daughters. The act of CHRIST'S mediatorial death was, likewise,
a marvellous performance, in that it effected a perfect harmony
between the apparently opposing attributes and claims of the
Divine character. As the Psalmist beautifully and forcibly
declares: "Mercy and Truth are met together; Righteousness
and Peace have kissed each other. Truth shall spring out of the
earth; and Righteousness shall look down from heaven" (Ps.
lxxxv. 10, 11). Mercy, secured by one for Whom no mercy was
vouchsafed, is the portion of all who through grace believe in
Him and trust solely to His justifying merits. Referring to the
passage in the 85th Psalm, just quoted, an Evangelical commentator
has observed: "Mercy and Peace are on one side; Truth and
Righteousness on the other. Truth requires Righteousness;
Mercy calls for peace. They meet together on the way; one
going to make inquisition for sin, the other to plead for reconciliation. Having met, their differences on certain considerations, not
here particularly mentioned, are adjusted; and their mutual
claims are blended. together in one common interest; on which
Peace and Righteousness immediately embrace. Thus, Righteousness is given to Truth, and Peace is given to Mercy. Now, where
did these meet 1 In CHRIST JESUS. When were they reconciled 1
When He poured out His life on Calvary."
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Here-in its consummation-the love of Christ for His Body, the
Church, was sealed with His precious blood. " CHRIST is the Head
of the Church: and He is the Saviour of the Body. . . . CHRIST
also loved the Church and gave Himself for it" (Eph. v. 23, 25).
The supreme proof of the eternal love the LORD JESUS entertained
in His heart for those whom the FATHER had given Him to be His
inheritance, is seen in the fact that He poured out that heart's
blood for their salvation. He gave Himself when He voluntarily
gave His life for the eternal life of His Bride. His life was meritoriously sacrificed that she might have life, and have it "more
abundantly." (John x. 10). He who alone" hath life in Himself"
could offer in sacrifice a life for others. " Because I live, ye shall
live also," is one of the profoundest of all the recorded utterances
of our blessed REDEEMER'S lips. His resurrection from the dead
brought "life and immortality to light," for every member of
His mystical Body. "He that hath the SON hath life" (1 John v.
12). The coming forth of the CRUCIFIED was the resurrection
of the HEAD and the Members in one. " But GOD, who is rich in
mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us, even when we
were dead in sins, hath quickened together with CHRIST (by grace
ye are saved); and hath raised us up together, and made us sit
together in heavenly places in CHRIST JESUS" (Eph. ii. 4-6). The
cross, that is, the expiating death of the LORD JESUS, is the most
transcendent proof of Divine love that the counsels of JEHOVAH
have decreed. This is the love which is celebrated in the inspired
Song of SOLOMON: "Many waters cannot quench love, neither
can the floods drown it" (Song viii. 7). The floods of GOD'S just
wrath against the transgressions of His holy law, which were laid
to the account of His co-equal SON, failed to drown the exceeding
love He bare His needy people. "Having loved His own which
were in the world, He loved them unto the end." It was the
unquenchable love of CHRIST for His brethren which made Him
str<>ng in the hour of His greatest weakness, and full of courage
when He faced His enemies and theirs on the cross. "Mine own
arm brought salvation unto Me; and My fury, it upheld Me"
(Isa. Ixiii. 5). He well knew that His substitutionary death and
vicarious sacrifice were the opening of "a fountain" to the house
of DAVID and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, "for sin and for
separation" (Zec. xiii. 1). He knew that the fruit of His love
would be for them an everlasting salvation, an unfading inheritance
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in heavenly places, mansions in the FATHER'S house, and the bliss
of being for ever with Himself in the glory of the New Jerusalem.
These are among the profitable and soul-inspiring lessons we
learn from Calvary-" the place of a skull "-the antitypical
Moriah, when the appointed Victim, "caught in a thicket by his
horns," was offered up for sin, and accepted. Here, by faith,
we behold the LAMB of GOD, and enter into the "peace which
passeth all understanding."
" A mind at perfect peace with God,
Oh, what a word is this!
A sinner reconciled through blood,
This, this indeed, is peace! "
Dear fellow-believers, be it ours to magnify and praise the Name
of Him Whose eternal love, sovereign peace, covenant faithfulness,
and infinite mercy have made the promise of salvation" sure to
all the seed!" In the words of beloved AUGUSTUS MONTAGUE
TOPLADY, let us ceaselessly sing our pilgrim song:" A debtor to mercy alone,
Of Covenant mercy I sing;
Nor fear with Thy righteousness on
My person and offering to bring;
The terrors of law, and of GOD
With me can have nothing to do;
My SAVIOUR'S obedience and blood
Hide all my transgressions from view.
"The work which His goodness began
The arm of His strength will complete;
His promise is Yea and Amen,
And never was forfeited yet;
Things future nor things that are now,
Not all things below nor above,
Can make Him His purpose forego,
Or sever my soul from His love.
"My name from the palms of His hands
Eternity will not erase;
Impressed on His heart it remains
In marks of indelible grace;
Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As sure as the earnest is given;
More happy, but not more secure,
The glorified spirits in heaven! "
THE EDITOR.
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THE LOVE OF CHRIST.

"The love of Christ which passeth knowledge."
-EPHESIANS iii. 19.
"LOVE," it has been said, "is the king of words, carved on
Jehovah's heart." And that word is also graven by the Spirit
on the hearts of all God's children. "We love Him, because He
first loved us." The redeeming love of God in Christ is a constraining love. " Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed
upon us that we should be called the sons of God!" Everyone
who is begotten of the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ
is begotten in His likeness, and manifests his Divine origin by
the love he bears the Father and His dear children. "We know
that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the
brethren." The love of the saints for one a,nother is a distinctly
spiritual thing. There is. no love in the unregenerate world
towards the Lord's heaven-born people. They arl:\ strangers and
pilgrims in the earth. "The friendship of the world is enmity
with God." The word of the Lord Jesus to His followers is,
"These things I command you, that ye love one another. If
the world hate you, ye know that it hated Me before it hated you.
If ye were of the world, the world would love his own; but because
ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world,
therefore the world hateth you. Remember the word that I
said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord."
The sheep of Christ-the purchase of His blood-are the
hated objects of "the god of this world." Enmity is set
between the seed of the Serpent and the children of the Most
High. It always has been thus, from the day of Cain to the present
hour. Darkness and light have no affinity for each other. Hatred
and love are essentially opposed. Reconciliation between the
Church of God and a world lying in wickedness is impossible, for
they have nothing in common. The children of light have their
being in the light. Darkness, and the works of darkness, are
contrary to th.eir spirit-begotten nature. Christ is th.e sunshine
of the believer's life. His blessed presence is the secret of the
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soul's joy and liberty. "Christ is all, and in all," to those who
truly love Him. As one has said, the true measure of loving Him
is to love Him without measure. Yet what is such enlarged love as
this when compared with the infinite love wherewith the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Ghost have ever loved, still loves, and always
will love elect sinners? This indeed is a love that "passeth
understanding! "
Maclaurin, meditating on this wondrous subject, has written:
" Though we should suppose all the love of all the men that ever
were or shall be on the earth, and all the love of the angels in
heaven, united in one heart, it would be but a cold heart to that
which was pierced by the soldier's spear. The Jews saw but blood
and water, but faith can discern a bright ocean of eternal love
flowing out of those wounds. We may have some impression of
the glory of it, by considering its effects. We should consider
all the spiritual and eternal blessings received by God's people,
for four thousand years before Christ was crucified, or that have
been ever since, or that will be received till the consummation
of all things; all the deliverances from etBrnal misery; all the
oceans of joy in heaven; the rivers of the waters of life to be enjoyed
to all eternity by multitudes as the sand of the seashore; we
should consider all these blessings as flowing from that love that
was displayed at the cross of Christ." The life and the death of
the Lord Jesus were indeed the unfolding and expression of a
love that "passeth knowledge." One has said with truthful
force: "Travelling to Bethlehem, I see love incarnate. Tracking
His steps, as He 'went about doing good,' I see love labouring.
Visiting the house at Bethany, I see love sympathizing. Standing
at the grave of Lazarus, I see love weeping. Entering the gloomy
precincts of Gethsemane, I see love sorrowing. Passing on to
Calvary, I see love suffering, and bleeding, and expiring. The
whole scene of His life is but an unfolding of the deep, and awful,
and precious mystery of redeeming love." And then that ineffable
love of His, when shed abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghost,
possesses, conquers, rules, and sanctifies its favoured subjects,
constraining the whole "new man" to long for even closer
fellowship with the adorable One, and to offer Him a perpetual
sacrifice of praise and gratitude. Oh, to be occupied more constantly with the ,,yell-beloved of our souls-dear fellow-believers!and to give ourselves up to contemplation on the love "which
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passeth knowledge!" This will be our ceaseless employ, through
the endless ages, when once we enter the heavenly Palace of our
adorable Lord and King. Meanwhile, it is our privilege to live
in the power of this blessed hope. What joy is greater than to
realize day by day the wondrous truth-"He loved me, and gave
Himself for me" ?
"Pause, my soul! adore, and wonder!
Ask, 'Oh, whv such love to me ? '
Grace has put me in the number
Of the Saviour's family;
Hallelujah!
Thanks, eternal thanks, to Thee.
" Since that love had no beginning,
And shall never, never cease;
Keep, oh, keep me, Lord, from sinning;
Guide me in the way of peace;
Safely treading
All the paths of holiness.
"When in that blest habitation
Which my God has fore-ordained;
When in glory's full possession,
I with saints and angels stand :Free grace only
Shall resound through Canaan's land! "
Glifton.

J. O.

LET your circumstances be what they may, never be silent before
God.-Rev. William Howells.
NOTHING is more clearly written in Scripture than, on the one hand,
that the first upward movements of the soul towards God spring from
a prevenient operation of the Spirit of God upon that soul-in other
words, that the first pulsations of the spiritual life are divinely set in
motion; but, on the other hand, that in the production of this change
the soul is absolutely unconscious of any motions save its own. It is
because it is "God which worketh in us both to will and to do" that
we are called to " work out our own salvation." The instinct of every
renewed soul realizes this fact, and his every prayer expresses, in one
and the same breath, both the divine source, and the absolutely voluntary character of all his Christian emotions and activities. How the
two interact and blend into one is a beautiful subject for thought,
but not to be fully apprehended here, and possibly never. - Rev.
Adolph Saphir, D.D.
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WELL-SPRINGS.

" Praise ye the Lord. Praise the Lord, 0 my soul. While I live
will I praise the Lorkl: I will sing praises unto my God while I have any
being."-Ps. cxlvi. '1, 2.
WE have here a Psalm that commences with Hallelujah, and closes
with Hallelujah! It is the first of the group of the last five Psalms
of David, wherein the soul bursts forth in songs of praise, and wherein
the very breath of the inspired Psalmist seems spent to the utmost
in singing the high praises of Israel's God. The word praise in this
group of fifty-nine verses occurs forty-four times, and the sweet singer
of Israel conclusively sums up all by declaring, "Let everything that
hath breath praise the Lord. Praise ye the Lord."
May the Lord the Spirit give to each of us at this time a gracious
enabling with the command, for does it not set forth a just cause for
God's people to praise Him ~ And oh! have we not ofttimes proved
how stimulating, how heart-warming, it is when two or three of one
mind meet and rehearse the righteous, faithful acts of our covenantkeeping God ~ Sure I am that when the heart is set atune to praise
Him and speak well of His dear name (which it becomes His saints
to do), we find greater and renewed cause to tell of His goodness and
abundantly utter the memory of it.
That soul must indeed be in a sorry, drowsy, and rebellious state
that does not daily find fresh songs for praise, that does not see the
cause of raising fresh Ebenezers, and reminding their heavenly
Father of past loving-kindnesses, past tokens of favour, and past
promises fulfilled.
And it is well-pleasing in His sight. He has been pleased to note
it in His Book of Remembrance, and record it for our encouragement.
"Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another, and
the Lord hearkened and heard, and a book of remembrance was
written before him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought
upon His name, And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts,
in that day when I make up lIy jewels; and I will spare them, as a
man spareth his own son that serveth him" (Mal. iii. 17).
See too, the variety of circumstances under which His children
have sung His praises! Take the first song of the Bible and connect
it with the last (Ex. xv. and Rev. xv.) They are similar, and yet we
see the great supremacy of the last over the first, and why ~ Moses
on earth sings unto "J ehovah who hath triumphed gloriously" over
their Egyptian enemies, and we are permitted a glimpse within the
veil to hear the words of the redeemed host before the throne, as they
sing the song of Moses and the Lamb. The song there is short but
intense. The saints' words are few but momentous, and their
ascription to the Lamb sublime. This will be your and my song up
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yonder, beloved child of God, through grace. Redeemed by blood,
redeemed at such tremendous cost, and through Rim having overcome every enemy, we shall cast our crowns at Ris feet and sing,
" Thou art worthy."
Take another song. When the Spirit 0 f the Lord had stirred up
and "charged" Cyrus, King of Persia, to "build him an house at
Jerusalem," and when he had made the proclamation, called the people
together, and set them to the work, we read how" when the builders
laid the foundation of the temple of the Lord, they set the priests
in their apparel with trumpets, and the Levites the sons of Asaph
with cymbals, to praise the Lord, after the ordinance of David, King
of Israel. And they sang together by course, in praising and giving
thanks unto the Lord, because Re is good, for His mercy endureth for
ever toward Israel. And all the people shouted with a great shout,
when they praised the Lord, because the foundation of the house
of the Lord was laid." This was the song of restoration and gladness.
The Lord had turned the captivity of Ris people, had brought them
up from Babylon and gathered them together to Jerusalem "as one
man," and appointed Zerubbabel over them to "set forward the
work of the house of the Lord." No wonder there was gladness of
heart. There was' sorrow and weeping, 'tis true, among" the ancient
men, that had seen the first hous.e, when the foundation of this house
was laid before their eyes, who wept with a loud voice," but the joy
note of praise took the lead, and their present mercies caused the
people to " shout with a loud shout, and the noise was heard afar off "
(Ezra iii.) Beloved, let us seek grace to be much occupied in praising
our God, in recounting Ris restoring mercies, and be forth-telling
Ris faithfulness. "It is good to sing praises unto our God," and
Ris children find this spiritual exercise conducive to soul healthfulness and fruit-bearing, whilst it is honouring unto their God.
See again the song of Rabakkuk, sung under most adverse circumstances. It reminds us of Jacob's cry, "All these things are against
me." Are they against you, dear tried child of God ~ If the fig tree
is not blossoming, neither do you perceive fruit in the vines, and the
labour of the olive fail, and your field yield no fruit; even
though the flock be cut off from the fold, and there be no herd in the
stalls-these may all be spiritual conditions as well as temporal,
realized by the soul under cloud and adversity. Well, are these things,
nay, can they be really against you who have God, the everlasting,
unchangeable God on your side ~ Oh no; "if God be for us, what
then can be against us ~" What grace-sustaining power was here;
for, says the prophet, in spite of all these things which seem so contrary,
BO crushing, and so seemingly to cut me off from all comfort and
hope, "Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my
salvation." Oh, what an unspeakable mercy to have the heart tuned
to sing and rejoice when all things are just contrary to what we, in
our ignorance and short-sightedness, would desire, and to hold Him
fast even though Re slay! May the Lord ever keep us from a
murmuring, carping spirit. May Re guard the heart against rebellion
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and despondency. May He grant His dear children grace, not only to
be resigned and acquiescent, but to joy in His will, and way, and work,
which are perfect, and to turn the sighs into songs of gratitude as they
recall past deliverances when their souls were "much discouraged
because of the way." " It is good," beloved, " to sing praises unto
our God," yea, it is meet, for surely we have cause to do so. May
we be kept resting in His inscrutable will and leaning on His faithful,
unerring judgment Whose "matchless skill" can
"From affliction raise
Matters eternity to fill
With never ceasing praise."

Songs of prais~ denote a coming deliverance. It was thus the song
of faith that was sounded by Israel in their wilderness journey, when
they required a resting-place and water to refresh their weary bodies.
Having pierced the earth at Beersheba they sat down expectantly,
and as they waited sang their song of praise unto J ehovah Jireh,
" Spring up, 0 well, sing ye unto it." Beloved, let us too, by His
enabling grace, count upon the Word of our God. He has promised
to supply all our needs for our wilderness journey, and we shall fail
nothing of all which is His delight to bestow, and may faith sing as
we wait for the promised blessing, counting Him "faithful that
promised."
To Paul and Silas we are never weary of referring, as they sang
their praise at midnight from their inner prison! What a picture
we have here of a soul under great spiritual darkness and depression.
It may be just this case with some dear readers of these pages. They
may be bound by Satan's chain of unbelief-held fast by stocks of
questioning their evidences and realizing midnight in their souls.
To any such I would say, "He will as surely appear to your joy"
as He did for these two dear prisoners. His love can still pierce the
darkest midnight of your souls, and chase all the gloom of despair
and distress away. He who hath delivered can yet deliver, and He
who has never yet left one of His dear prisoners of hope to die in the
pit, will sooner or later lead you forth and bring you into a large place
of liberty. Only, beloved, beware of nursing unbelief, seek grace to
hear the voice of the stronger than Satan's. The darkest of
earth's clouds of sorrow may be encompassing you just now; your
soul may be in deepest distress, and your heart inclined to abandon
all hope; still there is a feeling with the worm J acob, "I will
not let Thee go except Thou bless me," and with Esther, "If I perish
I perish at His feet." There is still somewhere hidden in your heart
a little ray of hope which penetrates the darkness of your inner prison,
and you are saying with the immortal Toplady :• Yet, Lord, if Thy love has design'd
No covenant blessings for me,
Ah! tell me, how is it I find
Some sweetness in waiting for Thee?
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Almighty to rescue Thou art,
Thy grace is immortal and free,
Lord, succour and comfort my heart,
And make me live wholly to Thee."

"My soul, wait thou only upon God." Thine only satisfying
portion " for mine expectation is from Him." And again exhort my
soul whilst it is "cast down and disquieted within me," to "hope
in God, for I shall yet praise Him, who is the health of my
countenance and my God." You see, grace sustained faith, even if
it be infinitesimal, can take no refusal, and counts God worthy of all
adoration and praise. Faith counts praise to be due to Him for His
majesty, His superior excellency and glory, for His holiness, His wisdom,
love, and power; ah! and for His mercy, faithfulness, and wonderful
salvation. May this be our happy employment, dear children of God,
with divine understanding, with the whole, the renewed heart, to
praise our God with gladness and gratitude" continually" (Ps. xxxv.
28), "during our life ,. (Ps. civ. 33), "more and more" (Ps. lxxi.
14), " day by day" (2 Chron. xxx. 21); yea, "for ever and ever"
(Ps. cxlv. 1, 2). "Praise ye the Lord. Praise the Lord, 0 my soul.
While I live, I will praise the Lord. I will sing praises unto my God
while I have any being."
" Oh Lord, in my songs, I have praised Thee"
For .all that was sweet and was fair,
And now a new song I would sing Thee,
A song that is wondrous and rare:
A song of the heart that is broken,
A song of the sighs and the tears,
The sickness, the want, and the sadness
Of the days of our pilgrimage years.
"Loud sings the great choir of sorrow,
The song of the gladness untold,
To Him on the Throne of His glory,
Who wept in the ages of oldTo Thee, 0 my Father, I offer
The psalms of Thy children who weep.
The songs of the sowers aweary,
The joy of the blessed who reap.
" Oh I sweet to the members who witness,
They are with the Head ever one:
With Him who trod first in the pathway
That leads from the Oross to the Throne.
Thy glory, Lord Jesus, is oursAnd ours Thy rejection and shame;
The Knights of the King in His beauty,
Our banner, Thy glorious Name .
.. Weak, weary, our footsteps may falter,
Our praises imperfect may be,
But Thou singest praise in the Glory,
The eyes of our God are on Thee.
" Extracted from "Three Friends of God,"
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.. 0 Rock that wast smitten for sinners!
Whence floweth the river of GodThe deeper our guilt and our sorrow
The deeper our praise for Thy bloodThe sorer the thirst of the desert,
The sweeter the water must be,
The fuller our chorus of praises
That here we have suffered with Thee."

R.

"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY

~"

(JOB xxxii.)
"SO these three friends ceased to answer Job, because he was righteous
in his own eyes." The patriarch was put under the power of strong
temptation to justify himself, by the false accusation of his friends, and
he fell. "Not he who commendeth himself is approved, but whom the
Lord commendeth." The apostle confesses, " I am become a fool in
glorying; ye have compelled me; for I ought to have been commended
of you" (2 Cor. xii. 11). It brings out, "how holily, and justly, and
unblameably we behaved ourselves," and is written for our learning
that we may imitate both Job and Paul, in our consistent conduct
before men, but may avoid the sin of self-righteousness, and walk
humbly before our God.
" Then was kindled the wrath of Elihu (He is my God Himself) the
son of Barachel (who bends the knee before God, or blesses God), the
Buzite (a dweller in Buz), of the kingdom of Ram (the sixth in the
genealogical line from Abraham in the pedigree of Jesus Christ and a
godly seed) ; against Job was his wrath kindled, because he justified
himself rather than God." There is a tendency in us all to this, to
think more highly of ourselves than we ought to think; therefore the
continual " needs be" for God by affiiction, prostration of our bodily
vigour, by temptation, adversity, trial, and any means to bring us low,
and keep us in a low place; lest, falling into pride of heart, we come
into the condemnation of the devil. Those around us see our selfrighteousness before we are aware of it; so Elihu, a true minister, a
Spirit-taught godly man, detected self-righteousness in this defence of
J ob, and his wrath was kindled; yet his anger was not sinful, because
he was employed by God to point out the patriarch's error.
" Also against his three friends was his wrath kindled, because they
had found no answer, and yet had condemned Job. Now Elihu had
waited till Job had spoken, because they were elder than he." Elihu's
spirit was stirred within him, at the friends, because they found no
words to justify God's dealing with Job. His example is a model for
young people of the present day, who wait not for their elders, but must
engross the conversation. "Rebuke not an elder, but intreat him as
a father," is a New Testament precept, showing the analogy of the
Spirit's teaching.
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" And Elihu the son of Baracp.el the Buzite answered and said, I am
young, and ye are very old; wherefore I was afraid, and durst not show
you mine opinion. I said, Days should speak, and multitude of years
should teach wisdom." He here shows the modesty of one taught of
God, " the meekness of wisdom."
" But there is a spirit in man; and the inspiration of the Almighty
giveth them understanding." This Holy Spirit makes all the difference
between man and man, between wise and unwise; the inspiration,
breathing in the soul by the Almighty power of God, giveth them who
are so favoured not only knowledge, but true understanding in the
mysteries of divine things. "Great men are not always wise; neither
do the aged understand judgment." We see this in the affairs of this
life continually, how much more in the spiritual and eternal realities?
"Therefore I said, Hearken to me; I also will shew mine opinion."
Let us never refuse to hear the teaching of a young man; the lad with
the five barley loaves and two fishes, instrumentally, fed five thousands
when apostles would have sent them away fasting! God chooses the
weak things of the world to confound the things that are mighty. We
may learn this lesson from Elihu.
" Behold, I waited for your words; I gave ear to your reasons, whilst
ye searched out what to say." It is the part of true wisdom to listen
to both sides of an argument, and seek the wisdom from above to guide
us to choose the good and refuse the evil. How ~lessed it is that we
need not err in judgment, because it is promised liberally, and no upbraiding of our lack of it! (James i. 5.)
" Yea, I attended unto you, and, behold, there was none of you that
convinced Job, or that answered his words; lest ye should say, We
have found out wisdom: God thrusteth him down, not man." "When
He (the Spirit) is come He shall convince of sin." It is the prerogative
of God. None of Job's friends had convinced him, or answered his
argument; Elihu reveals the secret when he says, " God thrusteth him
down, not man"! He must take the sinner or saint, and bring him
low; then he is humble; until He sets His hand to the work of grace
all human instrumentalities fail, or men would vaunt themselves as if
they had found out wisdom by their cleverness and intelligence. Happy
is he whom the Lord abaseth, and He is never at a loss for means, for he
shall surely be exalted.
" Now he hath not directed his words against me; neither will I
answer him with your speeches." Job had not addressed Elihu, as he
had Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zohar; and their words, accusing of secret
wickedness, altogether missed the mark of convincing him that he was
wrong, because in defending himself against the charge of hypocrisy
they fostered the self-righteousness that clings to everyone of us; that
is the reason why God, by a variety of means, keeps His children low,
and leaves them nothing to glory in but Himself. (Jer. ix. 23,24.)
" They were amazed, they answered no more: they left off speaking."
They were amazed at the morality of Job. They could not answer his
kindness to the poor, the widow and the fatherless; his integrity,
amiability, hospitality, liberality; they extended to the saints in the
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earth, but his goodness extended not to God (Psalm xvi. 2). The
rehearsing of them was unsavoury, and an attempt to establish his own
righteousness I Let us learn, in a similar case, not to attempt to justify
ourselves, rather to suffer in silence, and commit our cause to Him that
judgeth righteously; "not answering again."
" When I had wai.ted, (for they spake not, but stood still, and answered
no more;) I said, I will answer also my part, I also will show mine
opinion." It is good to wait still upon God, as the Quakers do, waiting
for the Spirit to breathe into our minds, and teach us what to say; and,
having inhaled, to give forth, not our own opinion, but in accordance
with the mind of the Spirit as revealed in the Word of God. Thus Elihu
waited, for he shows the result. "For I am full of matter, the spirit
within me constraineth me. Behold, my belly is as wine which hath
no vent; it is ready to burst like new bottles." The Apostle exhorteth
us, " Be not drunk with wine wherein is excess, but be filled with the
Spirit." Elihu must have been filled with the Spirit, therefore he was full
of matter like wine that hath no vent. The Spirit constrained him to
utterance, and furnished him with words and arguments suitable to
the occasion. Oh, what difference there is between" tongues of fire"
prompted by the Divine Indweller, and talking to no profit, speeches
wherewith we can do no good! "These men are full of new wine,"
was the conclusion of the multitude at Pentecost; but Peter corrected
them: ': These are not drunken, as ye suppose: But this is that that
is spoken of by the Prophet J oel, and it shall come to pass in the last
days, saith the Lord, I will pour of my Spirit upon all flesh." So we
here see that the Divil;te Spirit is the same in all ages in His operations,
making the heart that He fills, full of matter or like new wine. If wine
exhilarates and inflames the tongue, so does the Spirit of God constrain
the tongue to give testimony to the Word of His grace, the glad tidings
of salvation.
" I will speak, that I may be refreshed: I will open my lips and
answer." No doubt, "He that watereth others shall be watered himself." Ministers who dispense the water of life to their congregations
are 'fe/'fes}uil by it, and often are so led to speak that their soul's questionings are answered. Testimony for God and His truth is like the dew
fertilizing the ground around, as well as the herb laden with it. There
are many in the present day that contemn the truth of the Scriptures,
but God has never left Himself without witnesses, who will open their
mouth and answer them; men, like Elihu, to justify His dealings,
whether in the government of nations or with individual believers in the
household of faith. Let us by all means beware of getting into a
cavilling spirit, "because he followeth not us" or "with us." We
want the spirit of Moses, "Would God that all the Lord's people were
prophets, and that the Lord would put His Spirit upon them" ; or the
largeness of heart that characterized the late J. Hudson Taylor, it was
not merely toleration, but love to all who loved our Lord Jesus Christ
in sincerity, irrespective of church order; instead of questioning whether
the Welsh Revival is a genuine work, or the thousands brought year by
year to the Keswick Convention, are led there by the Spirit. This we
38
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do know, though never permitted to be there, we have heard many of
the speakers, and "report that God is in them of a truth" ; besides,
we believe in a prayer-hearing and answering God, and a mighty volume
of petition goes up to the mercy-seat from hearts we know to be indwelt
by the Spirit of God. It is the exaltation of the Lamb of God and His
glory in the salvation of souls of sinners that is the primary object sought
by the gathering, and is it not the first desire of our souls, Thy Kingdom
come ~ Gracious Lord, let Thy Spirit be within me and constrain me to
prayer, praise, and every good work. It enables us to acknowledge to
the glory of the Holy Ghost that every thought, deed, and way, is of
His prompting-" the Spirit within me constraineth me! "
In order to be refreshed let us testify. "Lord, open my lips and my
mouth shall show forth Thy praise."
" Let me not, I pray you, accept any man's person, neither let me
give flattering titles unto man." So Paul wrote to the Thessalonians,
" But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even
so we speak, not as pleasing men, but God which trieth our hearts. For
neither at any time used we flattering words as ye know, nor a cloke of
covetousness; God is witness." Solomon, in the book of Proverbs,
condemned a flattering tongue, so did David; so we find analogy in
the teaching of both dispensations; and specially the older, shows the
indelible finger of God writing His" law graciously" upon the heart of
these older saints, who had no written law, to act as a plumb-line to
keep them from swerving out of the perpendicular of truth.
" For I know not to give flattering titles; in so doing my Maker would
soon take me away." The Lord Jesus asked, " How can ye believe,
which receive honour one of another, and seek not the honour that
cometh from God only ~" (John v. 44.) We have a solemn instance
of the result of flattering title in the case of Herod, to -whom it -was said,
" It is the voice of a god and not of a man, and immediately the angel
of the Lord smote him, because he gave not God the glory; and he was
eaten up of worms, and gave up the ghost." So soon did his Maker take
him away! There must be nothing in the messenger of God,the
minister of truth, to pander to the flesh in his hearers; he must carefully
wat.ch his speech, weigh his words, and seek direction of every thought.
We are struck with this in reading to-day the law of the Nazarite, and
seeing our Example in ,the Great Nazarite (Matt. ii. 23). In his separation unto the Lord "there shall no razor come upon his head" ; the
strength of nature must be consecrated to the Lord; he must not
dishonour his head by shaving off his hair; his dedication is that
whereby the Spirit lifts him up from the earth to see the visions of God
(Ezek. viii. 3) ; but when the days are fulfilled, and he is to mingle with
men, the Nazarite shall shave the head of his separation, and shall take
the hair, and put it in the fire which is under the sacrifice of the peaceoffering. Thus it would be burnt under the peace-offering: every
growth of nature must be wholly consumed, but it could not go up to
God alone, but must be mingled with the sweet savour offering of Him
who is our Peace. "The glory of the flesh is taken away, henceforth it
is a new growth out of a new life within." "And the priest shall wave
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them for a wave-offering before the Lord, this is holy for the priest,
with the wave-breast and heave shoulder." This is the work of our
High Priest in the heavens. Has He not your affections, and every
heaving sigh of your shoulder? "And after that the Nazarite may
drink wine." We hesitated at what this points to. F. B. Meyer solved
it for us in his Daily Watchwords, " When He passed the cup, He said:
, I will not drink henceforth of the fruit of the vine, until I drink it new
with you in My Father's Kingdom' (Matt. xxvi. 29). It is as if He
said, I have bound Myself in a solemn vow of consecration to put down
all that resists My Father's Kingdom, and to bring in new heavens and
a new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness. I consecrate Myself that
ye also may be consecrated through the truth. The locks of His strength
were never shorn by a fatal yielding to self-indulgence', as was the case
with Samson. Surely we who bear His name should be equally circumspect." Is there a foreshadowing of death, resurrection, and ascension,
in thus putting the hair of the consecrated One under the peace-offering,
both of our Great Nazarite and of ourselves in union with Him, buried
in His death, rising to walk in newness of life and in heart, continually
ascending where He sitteth at the right hand of God? We make no
apology for this digression. If we are a gleaner we must share our
gleanings with the household of faith (Ruth ii. 18). Job has taught us
not to eat our morsel ourselves alone!
MARY.

PARDON OF SIN.

" BE careful to keep thy old receipts which thou hast from God for
the pardon of thy sins. There are some gaudy days, and jubilee-like
festivals, when God comes forth clothed with the robes of His mercy,
and holds forth the sceptre of His grace more familiarly to His children
than ordinary, bearing witness to their faith, sincerity, etc., and then
the firmament is clear, not a cloud to be seen to darken the Christian's
comfort. Love and joy are the soul's repast and pastime whilst this
feast lasts. Now, when God withdraws, and this cheer is taken off,
Satan's work is, how he may deface and wear off the remembrance of
this testimony, which the soul so triumphs in for its spiritual standing,
that he may not have it as an evidence when he shall bring about the
suit again, and put the soul to produce his writings for his spiritual
state, or renounce his claim. It behoves thee, therefore, to lay them
up safely; such a testimony may serve to non-suit thy accuser many
years hence; one affirmative from God's mouth for thy pardoned
state carries more weight, though of old date, than a thousand negatives from Satan's. "David's songs of old" spring in with a light to
his soul in his midnight sorrows.-" The Christian in Complete Armour."
William Gurnall, A.M.
THE arm of God is long enough to reach you, and strong enough to
save you.-Rev. William Howells.
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THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST:
HIS SUFFICIENCY.
" He is altogether lovely."-SONG v. 16.
"Our sufficiency is of God." -2 COR. iii. 5.
THE children of grace are never left without adequate and ample
resources, because it is true of them all in all ages that their" sufficiency
is of God." By right of adoption they become" heirs of God" (Rom.
viii. 17); consequently all God is or has is theirs. But all the fulness
of the Godhead is treasured up in Christ Jesus (Col. i. 19), and of
His fulness they receive (John i. 16) the abundant supply of all their
needs. As they progress in the divine life they learn that the experience
of their own emptiness precedes and prepares for the reception of
Christ's fulness; and, as they increase in the knowledge of their own
insufficiency, they grow in the knowledge of their Lord's all-sufficiency.
Humble believers really possess Christ, and therefore possess all the
treasures which are IN HIM,
., The never-failing Treasury filled
With boundless stores of grace."

The text transcribed above begins with the personal pronoun" our."
THESE PEOPLE
are certain of final victory because their "sufficiency is of God."
The inheritance is eternally secured to them by covenant decree and
unalterable purpose. Nevertheless they continually prove they are
not sufficient of themselves" to think anything (aright) as of themselves" (ver. 5). They know they come short in love, in grace, in
courage, in patience, and in every spiritual gift. There is deficiency
in everything pertaining to self, which is painfully and more deeply
felt as years roll on. It is this humbling experience which creates
a heartfelt need for the sufficiency that is in Christ to be communicated.
This need of Him causes a turning to the Lord under the gracious
revealings and readings of the Holy Spirit; and then the promise
is fulfilled to the spiritual Israel of God, which shall in due time be
accomplished in the literal Israel: "When it shall turn to the Lord,
the veil shall be taken away" (ver. 16).
The prayer of necessity, the cry of real helplessness, brings the
unfoldings of divine love in making known to us that
OUR SUFFICIENCY
is of God, as it is bestowed freely in unfailing supply to meet each
day's requirements. Our sufficiency is from His fulness.
A suffic~ency of Grace is imparted to God's people in every trial,
to sanctify it to the soul's spiritual welfare, and to work a God-glorifying
submission in the chastened heart. He who said to the Apostle:
" My grace is sufficient for thee" (2 Cor. xii. 9), manifests His mercy
to all who have some" thorn in the flesh," some" messenger of Satan"
·to buffet and perplex. Grace suffices to over-rule all for the increase
of faith and patience.
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A sufficiency of Strength is sought for and found in Jesus Christ
by those weak souls who, laiowing and feeling their own impotence,
learn to look by faith away from self to Him. To these He fulfils
that most precious word: "He giveth power to the faint, and to them
that have no might He increaseth strength" (Isa. xl. 29) by the communication of His omnipotent Spirit, so they are strengthened by
the Spirit's" might in the inner man" (Eph. iii. 16). A word from
Himself, the shedding abroad of love in the heart, a little soul reviving,
a smile from Jesus, an unexpected interposition of providence, or
a secret intimation of His favour, are some of the means by which
divine strength is imparted to an otherwise fainting soul.
A sufficiency of liight is granted to see the need of divine leading,
however dark the path may be; and this beam encourages a hope
that the way is Fight (Ps. cvii. 7).
"'Tis the right way, tho' dark and rough,
Mysterious, yet 'tis plain enough;
And, if our souls the end could view,
We should approve the pathway too.
" 'Tis the right way, tho' pain and loss
Our flattering expectations cross;
And we, when faith is changed to sight,
Shall own the ways of God were right."

When the path is completely hidden there will often be a glimmer
of light just sufficient to show us the Guide; and if we can see Jesus
all is well, though it be only" as through a glass darkly" (1 Cor. xiii.
12). Sometimes all else is hidden that we may thus look only to
Him.
A sufficiency of Liberty is imparted by the Holy Spirit (ver 17)
to free from nature's death, the bondage of sin, and the darkness
of unregeneracy. The liberty of the Spirit consists in freedom from
the curse and consequence of sin, freedom to love the Lord Jesus,
and freedom to serve Him in doing His will.
A sufficiency of Goodness is ever manifested by God in a way of
protection and provision, which includes all a pilgrim needs. Goodness
and mercy follow the saint all his journey through.
.. Goodness, immortal and divine,
The pledge of endles8 day,
The Lord our God will make to pass
Before us in the way."

All true pilgrims find darkness made light before them, crooked
places straight, and rough places plain. "The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble, and He knoweth them that trust in Him"
(Nahum i. 7).
A sufficiency of Wisdom resides in God to meet all difficulty, to
answer all questions, and to make a way of escape from all troubles.
In every dispensation" He hath abounded toward us in all wisdom
and prudence" (Eph. i. 8). There is every encouragement for
" fools" to trust in Him, and to depend upon His wisdom to direct
them.
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Lastly, the Lord Jesus has a sufficiency of Power to perform what
His wisdom ordains; for all power is given unto Him in heaven and
in earth (Matt. xxviii. 18). In every case, saints have only to commit
their way unto Him (Ps. xxxvii. 5), and then to " stand still and see
the salvation of the Lord" (Exod. xiv. 13). This is the work of faith.
In due time the poor believer confesses: It is God" who performeth
all things for me." (Ps. lvii. 2).
THE SOURCE
of this glorious sufficiency is God. It is made over to the saints in
covenant, in promise, and in power. He who ordained the sufficiency
has promised to bestow it. Every promise rightly viewed is the
revealing of the Lord's covenant purpose to bestow from the fulness
in Christ just the blessing specified in the promise. How full, how
rich, how numerous the promises are! "All the promises of God
in Him (Christ) are yea, and in Him Amen, unto the glory of God
by us" (2 Cor. i. 20). The Lord Jesus is the treasury of grace, the
Fountain of love, from whence all the streams of peace and blessedness
ftow-" Our sufficiency is of God."
Bath.
E. C.
SALVATION'S WELLS.
" With joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation."
-ISAIAH xii. 3.

WATER from salvation's wells,
Thirsty sinner come and draw;
Grace in Jesus' fulness dwells,
More than men or angels know.
'Twas in God, the Font supreme,
Till the day that Adam fell ;
Then the first all-healing stream
Water'd Eden's garden well.
Far and wide the cleansing flood
O'er the sin-cursed garden ran;
Preaching peace by Jesus' blood,Blissful sound to rebel man.
Thousands now around the Throne
Water from the fountain drew;
Felt their griefs and sorrows gone;
Hymn'd His praise; and why not you 1
Bring no money, price, or aught,
No good deeds, no pleasing frames,
Mercy never can be bought;
Grace is free; and all's the Lamb's.
JOHN KENT (Eighteenth Century).
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ZION BEREAVED OF THE FA1THFUL.*
By THE LATE REV. J OSEPH IRONS, MINISTER 'OF GROVE CHAPEL,
CAMBERWELL. PREACHED IN 1840, SHORTLY AFTER THE DEATH OF
THE REV. WATTS WILKINSON.

" The faithful fail from among the children of men."-PSALM xii. 1.

<
I

I FEEL it a most affecting circumstance, whenever God is pleased to
remove a man of decided truth-a man who has been accustomed to
publish a full free Gospel-from the scpne of his labours to the scene
of his eternal enjoyment. And it i'3 on this account that my heart is
deeply affected with every such event-that there are so few (I am
sure I shall subject myself to the charge of censoriousness when I say
it, but this must not deter me)-that there are so few in the present
state of the professing Church, that dare, that will, or that are able to
assert all the truth of God, and maint.ain all the glorious doctrines of
J ehovah's eternal grace, without compromise, without diluting, and
without addition of human traditions and inventions. What my text
calls a " faithful" man is in our days a great rarity; whether he be
looked for among preachers or hearers, he is a great rarity. For that
is a lamentable fact prominent in the day in which we live, which the
Psalmist has set down in the next verse-" They speak vanity every
one WIth his neighbour; with flattering lips and with a double heart
do they speak." Oh! how awful! And how fatal the consequences
that result! "The Lord shall cut off all flattering lips, and the tongue
that speaketh proud things."
Amidst th~s state of degeneracy, when the great bulk of professors
really give the most awful proof that they have nothing but profession,
what a mercy that God has here and there His faithful sent servants
whom he has qualified and "counted faithful and put into the
ministry;" whose constant care is the proclamation of His covenant
love and faithfulness unto His covenant people, the Church, and who
without wavering bear one unvarying testimony! Such a one was our
dpparted father in Christ, whose removal I for one exceedingly lament
on the Qhurch's part, though I lament it not on his. I bid him joy of
his seat; I would shout him welcome to the throne, under 1he sweet
consciousness that I shall soon join him. It is for poor Zion I mourn;
it is for poor Zion I am concerned; it is the interest of the Church
of God, the living Church of the living God, which lies near my heart;
and therefore it is, I feel a deep anxiety when the ranks of those
who love Zion, and are faithful to her interest, are thinned by death.
• We reprint this Sermon, in associa.tion with the death of the Rev. T.
at the suggestion of our beloved brother, the Rev. WILLIA.M LUSH,
It is a. most suita.ble discourse for the occasion.

BRADBURY,
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It is not my intention to say much about the creature. I never do,
even when I profess to preach funeral sermons; which you know I
am not doing to-night, for I only told you I should say a few things
in reference to the departure of that eminent 'servant of Jesus Christ,
and this (as I told you last Wednesday evening) because I could not
bear the thought, that one, concerning whom I was going to say that
I scarcely know his equal for faithfulness to the truth and close
adherence to it, should finish his course and depart, without at least
some notice being taken of it by those who love the same truth. I
am not to be told that it is no matter of mine, because I do not worship
under the steeple; I worship the same God, I love the same truth,
I trust the same Christ, and J ehovah puts the same honour upon
me. But (as I have said) it is my intention to say as little as possible
about the creature, and as much as possible about Zion's interests
and Zion's God.
I shall first of all advert to the fact-" The faithful fail from among
the children of men." Then, the exclamation which survivors are
heard to make, in the language of my text concerning them. And
then I shall view it as a warning to the whole Church of God; and a
warning verily it is.
I. First of all, THE FACT.
And here a view of the character pourtrayed is of some importance:
"the faithful." This is one of the appellations gIVen to our precious
Christ, as "the faithful witness." Glory be to His name, that it is
not only written" upon His vesture and upon His thigh," that He is
" King of kings and Lord of lords," but" He is called Faithful and
True." The prophet Isaiah was commissioned to say of Him, that
~, faithfulness should be the girdle of His reins; and righteousness the
girdle of His loins." It must therefore follow, when we speak of
creatures, that those who are most" faithful" in the ~enses I am about
to name are most like Christ; and by reversing the principle, it will
follow that those who are most like Christ will be found most" faithful"
in their day and generation.
I shall take here a threefold view of "faithfulness." A" faithful"
man must be, first of all, faithful to himself; then he must be faithful
to God; and then, he must be faithful to others-particularly the
Church of God. And this, as it regards ministers, is of peculiar
importance.
Do you ask me what I mean with regard to a man's being" faithful"
to himself? I mean, that he should not deceive himself; I mean,
that he should not lull himself to sleep with a name to live while dead.
I mean, that he should not take too much for granted relative to his
safety, without positive and Scriptural evidence. I mean, that a man
who is faithful to himself will desire to know the worst of himself; a
man who is faithful to himself will desire to confess before God the worst
of himself; and a man who is faithful to himself will be ready to own
the darkest statements and most solemn language employed in Scripture
with reference to himself. If he speaks before God in relation to what
he is externally, he confesses that he is " wounds," yea, nothing else-
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yea, " from the sole of the foot even unto the head "-" wounds and
bruises and putrefying sores;" and if he speaks of what he is within,
he confesses, and confesses feelingly before God, that" the whole head
is sick and the whole heart faint," and that" the heart is deceitful
above all things and desperately wicked;" yea, more-" that every
imagination of the thoughts of his heart is only evil continually."
The man that does not feel this, the man that does not own this before
God, the man.that is not humbled in the dust before J ehovah on account
of this, is not " faithful" to himself. The Word of God tells him his
true character, and he will not believe it; he discredits the statement,
he evades the charge, he cloaks and hides and conceals his own state.
The Word of God tells him he is going to hell; and he puts a veil
before his face, and will not see it. He is not faithful to himself; he
will not know the worst of himself.
Moreover, a man that is "faithful" to himself-(I mean, that is
'made so by grace)-instead of going to work to coax and tame and
cultivate old Adam, sets to to crucify him. Not like the very good
sort of folks, that are cultivating human intellect. You know, some
modern preachers tell us, and some modern writers have dared to
publish the blasphemy (for blasphemy it is against the Scriptures of
God), that there is nothing new wanting in man: that it is only
necessary just to cultivate what he is; that real religion consists only
in cultivating the power he possesses. I do not hesitate to pronounce
that blasphemy-in the face of all the truth of God. Such a man is
not" faithful" to himself; because instead of crucifying and mortifying "the old man with his deeds," he is coaxing, and decorating,
and adorning" the old man," and thinking to make a ChriBtian of
him. How faithfully did Paul deal with himself! Says he, "I keep
under my body." Arminians set it up, instead of keeping it under.
Moreover, says he, "I am crucified to the world." Arminianism,
instead of crucifying, would revive and help and strengthen old Adam,
and make him as proud as Lucifer. This is not being faithful to themselves. The man that is faithful to himself, rejects all confidence in
himself, and deals faithfully with the" old man and his deeds:" and
if he finds out a passion more turbulent than others, against this he is
more fervent in prayer to God to keep it under.
A multitude of things press upon my mind here, regarding a
" faithful" man-really faithful to himself; but I pass on to observe,
that the" faithful" must be such with reference to God. And here
again it must be by mighty grace, by Divine teaching, by the Holy
Spirit's immediate and invincible operation upon the soul, that the
man is " faithful" to God. And what would you suppose would constitute this faithfulness ~ I will bring forward this familiar illustration
to show what I mean by faithfulness to God; what would you imagine
would constitute faithfulness in a servant towards a master ~ He
must be very tenacious of his property-not robbing him; very
tenacious of his name-not to do discredit to it; very tenacious of his
time-considering it all his and devoted to his glory; in fact, very
telil.acious of his interest-considering it the business of his life to make
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his master's interest his own. We do not call anyone a faithful servant
to us creatures, you know, unless there is something like this about
him. Now where am I to find the faithful to God ~ This is the man
I want: the man who is so faithful to God, as to be tenacious, in the
first place of His property-the infinite revenue of His grace and
mercy, which is His own-that He should not withhold it, that free-will
should not be allowed to pilfer it: tenacious of His sovereignty.
Tenacious, again, of His name, as the covenant God of Israel; that
it should never be tarnished. Tenacious of all the interests of His
people, His Word, His Church, His truth, His ordinances; so tenacious
of them as to resist the carnalizing of them, and advocat,e nothing but
what is spiritual. Where am I to find the faithful to God ~ I do
trust, that there are some present to-night of the ministers of Christ,
that are of this description; whose hearts are set upon this-that the
name of Jehovah, the covenant God, shall not be robbed-that the
interests of Zion shall not be made havoc of. My brethren in the Lord,
whenever there shall be an approach of any of the enemies of God's truth,
who would rob the Gospel of any of its grand distinguishing doctrines,
who would rob Jehovah of His sovereignty, who would rob the Lord
Jesus Christ of the perfection of His work and the glory of His having
finished it, and who wonId rob the Holy Ghost of the sovereignty of
His grace in His ministrations, it is yours and mine, as ministers of
the Lord Jesus Christ, to come forth faithful to our Master, assert His
honour, proclaim His truth, and expose the enemies that would dare
make an inroad upon His kingdom and His dominion.
One thing more I want among "the faithful," especially among
ministers: I want faithfulness to the Church. Yon all know what I
mean by the Church: I mean" the election of grace." I do not mean
a building of any sort or kind; by the Church I always mean the whole
election of grace. We only know them, as they are made manifest by
regenerating grace; and as they are renewed in the spirit of their minds,
made partakers of life Divine, and really live upon His fulness, ,they
become the objects of our ministrations. And what do we want with
regard to them ~ We want the minister of Christ to be faithful-to
instruct them faithfully, to comfort them faithfully, to bring forth food
for them out of the {ulness of Christ, as a" gOG-d steward of the manifold
grace of God," bringing out of the Master's treasury things new "and
old." And I mean to maintain, that if a man keeps back anyone
truth of God, through fear of man, or through any of the squeamishness
that has gone abroad in the world, half akin to Popery, he is not a
" faithful" man. A faithful man to the Church must deliver to the
Church all that relates to the everlasting love of God, manifested in
ancient decrees and ancient settlements, and in a covenant formed with
the covenant Head, that Head having laid Himself under eternal
responsibility for His whole Church, and consequently rendering our
salvation entirely secure.
Let me remind you here, that if there was a feature more prominent
than the rest in dear sent Wilkinson's preaching, this was it. I never
heard from him a sermon in my life, without hearing of a covenant;
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and I have heard him preach many. I could not help thinking of the
contrast, when a friend told me, that she never heard of a covenant
in her life, till she heard Mr. Wilkinson's preaching; what a contrast,
then! And this is what I call" faithfulness." If his text led to
doctrines, they were all traced up to covenant appointments and engagements; if his text dwelt upon promises, they were all dwelt upon as
emanating from a covenant, and from a covenant God. And so wit.h
every other feature of his preaching; the covenant of grace was hIS
centre. You that knew his preaching will assent to this. And I dare
assert, that that man is an unfaithful preacher, though he preach with
the talents of an apostle, who does not make the covenant of grace
his centre, and deal out all the blessings of the Gospel in a covenant
form.
The great fault I find with the preaching of the present day is this.
I hear great things and read of great things-some about grace, the
love of God the Father, the compassion of Christ, justifying righteousness, and a number of precious and good things; but they are all
left, in almost all directions, in a promiscuous, contingent, uncertain
form, as if they mayor may not be of use to anybody. "There they
are; God has provided them; and if you will make use of them, well
and good." That is the general doctrine. Even when election, justification, sanctification, are dwelt upon with some correct statements,
yet there is always so much uncertainty, so much vagueness, that the
poor hearer goes away without a chart or a compass or a pilot, fearing
that after all he shall be a castaway. Now the "faithfulness" concerning which I speak, and for which that dear saint that is gone to
glory was so conspicuous, lies in this; if I speak of God the Father,
He is the covenant God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ; if I
speak of God the Son, He is the covenant Head of an elect people;
if I speak of God the Holy Ghost, He is the covenant Sanctifier of a
chosen and ransomed Church. In a word, to be faithful to the Church,
it must be insisted on that everything relating to the Church's salvation
was planned in the covenant, determined unalterably in the covenant,
labelled and dated in the covenant without possibility of mistake.
But more than this: to be " faithful" to the Church and to others
around, a man of God must always insist, that everything spiritual,
which is possessed by the creature, must be communicated by the
Holy Ghost. I can conceive of nothing more treacherous, I can conceive of nothing more awfully calculated to deceive souls, I can conceive
of nothing more insulting to the Holy Ghost, than for preachers to
set mortals about doing the Holy Ghost's work; and it is a common
practice in these days, for preachers to set mortals after regenerating
themselves, and transforming themselves, and saving themselves, and
sanctifying themselves. Oh! what thousands, in these days of rebuke
and blasphemy, are under this delusion! If I am speaking to any
preachers to-night (and I believe there are some here)-my brethren,
in the name of the eternal God, as a dying man, I charge you,
bring not the blood of souls upon your consciences thus; insult not
my~God and Master thus. Not a holy thought, not a spiritual desire,
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hot a breath of prayer, not a motion of spiritual life, ever existed or can
exist in the heart of man, but by the immediate operation and Divine
inspiration of God the Holy Ghost.
This, then. is to be a "faithful" man. And now before we quit
this head, just let us enquire, where he is to be found. When I look
over the little list, that has come under my own knowledge, of the
faithful that are gone to glory, my soul is appalled at the gaps and
chasms that are made. Where am I to look for a Hawker? Where
am I to look for a Huntington? Where am I to look for a Wilkinson
now? To go no further, out of the great number I could mention; for
I have been taking a survey of the Church of God, and I have been
looking who have been raised up in the place of those that are gone to
glory. Oh! beloved, if you will but open your eyes to this solemn fact,
you cannot but see that we are brought to an awful crisis in the history
of the Church of God. I know that there are to be found a few upon
earth now; but the greater part even of that few are very deficient in
talent, though they may hold the same truths to those I have mentioned.
I know that it does please God sometimes to raise up a successor, that
bids fair to tread in the steps of those that have fallen; as in the case
of dear Nunn of Manchester; I hear some pleasing accounts there.
But ah! the cases are few; and when I look around me, only upon
the churches in this metropolis, from which the" faithful" have been
removed, the very passing of the buildings gives me a thrill of horror,
when I think of what they once were and what they now are. Oh!
it were enough, if it were possible, to bring those saints from their
graves, to bring them again upon earth to reprove the mockery of
God that is going forward in those very houses, where the truths that
I am delivering to-night were once faithfully preached. I could name
persons and places; but it might seem somewhat indecorous perhaps,
and therefore I forbear. Only open your eyes to the state of things
as it exists in London now; and see if you cannot fix upon twenty
or thirty places-(I can, and tell you them all)-in which salvation
by grace was once proclaimed with more or less fulness, and where now
the shriek-howl of Arminianism is insulting God and mocking the misery
of man. God forbid it should be so with the Tuesday Morning Lecture.
God forbid it should be sO,where the voice of our venerable and departed
friend was so faithfully and so long uplifted for God. Let us make that
a prayer.
I pass over this very cursorily, because I am anxious not to deal now
with severities, though many things arise to my mind, that would seem
to call for it; and I proceedn. To THE EXCLAMATION. "The faithful fail from among the
children of men."
It is evidently the voice of mourning: mourning Zion's loss. What
do we find in the Case of an army of soldiers who have much confidence
in their leader, when that commanding officer is removed? Very
frequently the whole regiment or army is in dismay on account ofit.
What do we find in a family, when a fond and faithful and affectionate
father is taken away? Whatever affection may remain, and what-
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ever circumstances or outward prosperity may be, there is an aching
void and a solemn chasm, that nothing fills up. And is not such an one
as I have been attempting to describe-such a minister of the Church
of Christ-a commanding officer ~-is not such an one a fond and
affectionate and faithful parent, a father to the flock over which he
is placed as an overseer ~ And can the soldiers of the cross miss such
an one and not mourn ~ can the family miss such an one and not mourn ~
Oh! my hearers, I confess it would be no subject of mourning to me
on Zion's account, if some scores or hundreds of "dumb dogs" were
removed from the posts they occupy. I might mourn for them, and
think of the awfulness of their character; but for Zion's sake I could
rejoice. But when Zion has to mourn the loss of one faithful servant
of Jesus Christ, with so few remaining, she may well cry, " Help, Lord,
for the godly man ceaseth, for the faithful fail from among the children
of men."
I know that I should be censured, if I were even to attempt here
to go into anything like the excellencies or the merits of our venerable
and departed friend. It is not my wish; all that I could say of him
is, that he was what God's grace made him. But one thing, the
last thing he said to me personally, I think I shall never forget. It
was after preaching his last sermon in the old Church: I was conversing
a little with him, and I could not help saying how my heart rejoiced
at God's keeping him so firm to the publishing the covenant love and
faithfulness of God; with a vigour more like a man of five-and-twenty
than of eighty-five, he started and said, "Why, it is all nothing
without that-it is all nothing without that." I went along the streets
pondering and pondering-" All nothing without that ~ all nothing
without covenant love and faithfulness? Then what a mass of preaching
have we in these days, that has really nothing in it worth hearing or
worth reading!" "All nothing, without the covenant love and
faithfulness of God!" I firmly believe it; it found an echo in my
heart. But what shall we say, when we may go into chapel after
chapel, and not hear a word about covenant faithfulness, or about
covenant love, and union with a covenant Head ~ I am a mourner 01).
this occasion.
But further: my text seems to be an appeal to God on this account.
As though the anxious soul, mourning the loss of one of Zion's watchmen, should say-" Lord, is not Thy Church Thine own ~ Lord, are
not Thy people as dear to Thee as ever ~ Lord, hast Thou no more ~
Canst Thou not 'of these stones raise up children unto Abraham ~ ,
Hast Thou not an Elisha to bring forth, instead of Elijah ~ Hast
Thou not a Timothy to produce to the Church of God, instead of a
Paul? Hast Thou not more labourers to call forth into the vinevard,
to publish the entire Gospel of Jesus Christ ~" Mark the stress I lay
upon the word entire; for I loathe the piecemeal Gospel, which gives us
here and there a smattering of what is good, but all in a platter of uncertainty; while" the faithful" minister exhibits the Father's love and
the Son's responsibility, and the Spirit's. invincible power in every
sermon.
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" The godly man ceaseth; the faithf~ fail from among the children
of men." "Then, Lord," the Church is ready to say, " shall we not
appeal to Thee ~ Shall we not direct our cry to Thy throne, and ask
that Thy children may yet be fed, that Thy city may yet be watched,
that Thy flock may yet be kept by night and by day ~" Oh! my
hearers, I beseech you, never go to the throne of grace without two
things in your errand; whatever else you may have to ask for,
especially for yourselves (and as cares may vary, increase and extend,
tell them all out before God), yet never forget two things as part of
every errand at the throne of grace and of every prayer you send up
to God. Let the first be, the preservation and succour and support
of the existing and few watchmen of God, who dare be honest for God;
and let the second be, to pray the Lord of the harvest, that He would
thrust out more labourers into His vineyard. Let your appeal be to
God; flee to Him for help; and I rather think, that if God puts the
spirit of prayer into the hearts of those of you, who are accustomed
to hear the Tuesday Morning Lecture, you may do more at the throne
of grace relative to the appointment of a man of God to succeed him
that is now taken away, than the Master and Wardens of the Haberdashers' Company, with all their power. If you go to the throne of
grace on this errand, who can tell what God may do ~ I know-and so
do you-that He is a God that heareth prayer. Go and cry to Him" Lord, the faithful fail from among the children of men; now raise up
a faithful servant of Thine."
This demonstrates, that the soul is interested in Zion's welfare. And
if you are not, I do not know where your Christianity is; if you do
not feel interested in Zion's welfare, I would not give much for your
Christianity. "Oh! indeed, I am very much concerned about my
party." My Bible knows nothing about party, except the party of
Jesus Christ-the sect that is everywhere spoken against. If you
shut yourself up in some narrow creeds of bigotry, it does not say
much for your Christianity. I love that real Christianity, that has
arms widely enough extended to receive all that Jesus receives, and
feels a personal interest (and that a deep one too) in the welfare and
spiritual prosperity of all that constitute the Zion of our God. Do
you love to hear how a child of God grows ~ Do you feel refreshed
and delighted with a narrated experience, when it is really the experience the Holy Ghost produces ~ Are you accustomed to look
out of your own circle, to visit the sick, and administer to the necessities
of those that belong to God ~ Are you accustomed to use all your
influence for the advancement of the triumphs of the cross, in the
proclamation of His Word by His sent servants ~ Is His Word, are
His ordinances, are His ministers-dear to you ~ Do you count their
interest your own ~ This is what the Bible calls Christian fellowship
-the fellowship of the Spirit; when I am not leading an isolated
and selfish kind of life, as if I were living for myself, but looking out
for opportunity to distribute of the grace of God; bearing in mind
the congratulation of the apostle to his brethren, when he sings-" Now
thanks be to God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and
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maketh manifest the savour of His knowledge by us in every place.~'
That is what we want.
One point more I must touch upon in reference to the exclamation:
it seems to me something like the new-born soul craving further
nourishment. I am quite satisfied, that many of the dear children of
God, as well as myself, have had many a precious meal at the-Tuesday
Morning Lecture. Often did I regret that I could not, owing to the
multitude of engagements, avail myself of it oftener; on one occasion
I altered my arrangements at home, changed my day for receiving
persons to speak to them on soul concerns, expressly because I would
have Tuesday morning for the Lecture, and yet I found my time so
broken in upon by various causes, that it was but now and then n
could go; but when I di~ get there, I generally got a meal. I could
easily conceive how many of the Lord's children calculated upon the
Tuesday morning service as a matter of course, and all things gave
way to it. Why ~ They wanted nourishment for their souls; they
wanted comfort for their tried spirits. And I think the good old soul
seemed to have it written upon his forehead and his heart, " Comfort
ye, comfort ye My people;" for this was certainly his forte-comforting
God's people; and while he was able to come, many of you no doubt
have been so cheered, that you have gone away entirely revived and
strengthened and animated to go on in the cause of God. And now,
having lost such a " nursing father," such a feeding father, I think I
hear you saying-" Where shall I get fed on a Tuesday morning ~ where
shall I get my Tuesday morning meal ~" This hunger of yours wants
something about covenant love, and covenant security, and covenant
faithfulness; and the want leads the believing soul to send up the appeal
--" Help, Lord, fo!: the godly man ceaseth, for the faithful fail from
among the children of men."
<
It is one prominent part of the minister's labour, to feed the souls
of God's children. Hence Jehovah said by the prophet (looking
forward to the pastoral dispensation), "I WIll give them pastors
according to mme heart. which shall feed them with knowledge and
understanding." Now, you know, they must be living children, that
we feed; we never think about feeding the dead; they have no power
to receive it. And it was a number of living persons, that were
accustomed to convene themselves in yonder place for the purpose of
being fed. WeH, still bear in mind, the great Shepherd lives; stin
bear in mind, that there are a few under-shepherds living, anxious to
empty out their baskets to feed the Lord's family; still bear in mind,
that He cannot allow His Church to perish for lack of food. Himself
has engaged to give" His body to be meat indeed, and His blood drink
indeed." And there may be this advantage-(pray God it may be)arising from the loss we mourn: that there may be many of the Lord's
children sent more directly to Him, to obtain from Him the supplies
that may fit theIr wants. I have often found, that some of the sorest
trials I "\lave passed through, some of the hottest persecutions I have
been subjected to, some of the heaviest afRictions I have known, have
proved fhe greatest mercies and the richest blessings, because they have
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weaned me from the creature, and emptied me of myseJf, and brought
me to find my an in the fulness of a precious Christ. If you know your
own hearts. you will be brought to feel, that there is a proneness about
us to cling to any support, to hang upon any hand, rather than run to
Christ; refuges of lies and false asylums are continually sought after
and chmg to even by the children of God. And it is therefore a mercy
to have the veil removed that hides Himself from their view: and to
have the idols taken away-according to the promise, " From' all your
idols will I cleanse you."
Ill. A little time must now be allowed for a word relative to THE
WARNING.
"The faithful fail from among the children of men."
,. None considering that the righteous is taken away from the evil to
come."
. Now I shall let out here the whole of my forebodings relative to
this matter. My firm conviction is, that when the Lord has housed
a few more of His veterans, who dare be honest for His truth, then
the storm of persecution will burst upon the Church like a volcano.
I think there are those, who yet " let and hinder it." You know
when God brought IJot out of Sodom, and he lingered upon the plain,
the angel was commissioned to bid him haste, and he gave him this
reason for it, " I cannot do anything till thou be come to Zoar ;" it
seemed as if the storm of fire and brimstone, about to be rained down
~pon Sodom and Gomorrah, could not come-was suspended in air
and held back-"'-till God's flock was safely housed. A "righteous
Lot" is now housed. There are a few more. A" righteous Lot" is
housed in the removal of dear Wilkinson; another signal, another
warning of the impending storm. Popery and Infidelity have been
long in league, and mustering their forces against the liv1.ng Church
of the living God. The most eminent of men that have ever written
upon that subject, have all been of opinion, that there is another
persecution, and a hot one, yet to come upon the Church of God. Dr.
Hill. in his memorable sermon, is very full and striking upon the point.
Robert Fleming calculates In a wonderful way upon the fulfilment of
the Lord's Word, in the pouring out of the vials, and the opening
of the seals. But whether I name these or others, all the eminent
and faithful men, whose writings upon the Apocalypse I have seen,
however they may differ upon details and circumstances, have been
of one mind upon this--that a tremendous persecution from Popery
must be experienced before its entire destruction and the final glory
of the Church of Christ. Now you know, that when an ambassador
is called home from a foreign country, the very fact is a signal for
the declaration of war; and I cannot view the removal of many dear
servants of God, such as I have named, and many more, without
listening for the declaration of war. There may be a few more to be
housed first..
I suppose you are most of you aware, that England is now nearly
half peopled with Papists. And when we come to add to that number
the immense throng of infidels that are joi.ning with them, and then
to that the vast majority of nominal professors who will all go over
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with one accord, then Zion is even now-even now ill England, longfavoured England-" as a cottage in a vineyard, as a lodge in a garden
of cucumbers, as a besieged city"-" a little city and few men in it."
And when some of the watchmen of that" little city" are removed, is
it not a signal of impending judgment ~
I
My hearers, I must leave you with your own consciences and with
God, as it regards the value you shall set upon a standing ministry; but
depend upon it, you will not have it much longer in England. I must
leave you with your own consciences and with God, to decide how
often you shall attend it, how much you shall approve of and encourage
the Lord's sent servants, or how much you shall despise and discourage
them. That is a matter I leave entirely between God and you; but
the warning voice I must lift up, and tell you that it is my firm opinion,
that the time is not distant, when Popish persecution, assisted by
infidel rage, will close the doors of every temple where a free grace
Gospel is preached. Prize it while you have it. The removal of
Elijah made Elisha to cry out, "My father, my father! the chariots
of Israel and the horsemen thereof! "-as though he should say, What
will they do without thee? And may we not say, upon the removal of
this eminent servant of God-Alas! 0 Lord, for England and its
temples! What shall we do when Thy faithful watchmen are all called
home ~
I follow this yet further. The night is approaching; and whether I
view it as the night of affliction, old age and death, relative to us as
individuals, or the night of persecution as coming upon and approaching the Church of the living God, the advice of our blessed Lord is of
vast importance-" Work while it is day, the night cometh when no
man can work." "The time will come," He said to His disciples,
" when ye shall desire to see one of the days of the Son o(Man, and
shall not see it." "Shall not see it ?" Why ~ It will be dark. "Shall
not see" the day ~ Why ~ It will be night. .<\.nd if you look at what
the night of Popery was in ages bygone, when there were no Bibles in
existence except manuscript copies, and when it was at the peril of any
man in all this realm to lift up his voice on the behalf of Jesus, and to
feed His Church and His-flock, for fear of apprehension by the officers
and being cast into prison, you will see enough to draw forth a cry to
God to avert these consequences. Be not deceived with the notion
that Popery is different from what it was; Papists themselves 'will not
allow it; they themselves boast that their religion is unchanged; and
it is known, that an the bloody laws of the council of Trent are in
existence and in force, and are executed where they can be. And
directly Popery gains ascendancy in England, it will be found to be
night. It is all night work with them.
Oh! that God would stir up the hearts of all His people, to cry to
God for deliverance from this peril. I am obliged to make this matter
prominent, because I consider the removal of so faithful and eminent
a servant of JesuR as a warning of the impending danger.
One word more. The Gospel sun has for some time been setting
in England. I have looked a little narrowly from the fatal year, 1829,
39
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when England sold herself to Popery by passing the Popish Ascendancy
Bill-I have watched ever since-and the hand of God has been against
us and our country. A multitude of things might be named here, in
proof of what I state; but there is no one thing more prominent than
this-that the truth of God has been decaying in the Church ever since.
There has been a vast increase of profession-great pretensions to
convert all the world-wonders to be done by Societies and the like:
well, God forbid I should make any animadversions upon these, but
amidst all the blaze about Societies, and churches and chapels built
in all directions, here is the awfnl fact-" The faithful fail from among
the children of men." The faithful are not keeping pace with the
faithless, "dumb dogs" are placed in the position which the men
of God should occupy in instances not a few; and the pride of man is
set up, instead of the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ. And while the
creature is exalted, and covenant love and covenant blood and covenant
grace cast out of the vocabulary of professors, and especially out of the
pulpits and out of the press, do I not hear the great Eternal say, " Shall
not My soul be avenged on such a nation as this? "
, Oh! my hearers, do let me entreat you, by way of close, to make
this a matter of personal concern before God in secret. And while
pleading for Zion and Zion's prosperity, and witnessing the sun of that
prosperity going down in England, oh! do ask Him for you and for
me and for the Church. that" at eventide it may be light." Jesus is
still the sun that never sets; Jesus is still the refuge and hidmg-place
in every danger. And firmly do I believe, that when the scene of
persecution shall come, He will not be wanting in veterans that shall
hazard their lives for His truth, and rather go to the stake than go to
the Mass-rather suffer martyrdom for His name than take" the mark
of the beast" upon their foreheads. And I hope there would be some
found amongst my hearers to-night, if they should be on earth at the
time.
I dare say some of you will say, "This is not the sort of sermon that
we expected." Perhaps not. I did not say I should preach a funeral
sermon; only that I should refer to some things suggested by the
removal of such an eminent servant of Christ.
I have now only to " commend you to God and to the Word of His
grace." And the Lord make you faithful to God, faithful to yourselves,
and faithful to His Church, and enable you to live upon His faithfulness,
until He shall take you home and make you feast upon it for evermore.

As holy walking is a duty coming from us, it is no ground of true
peace. Believers often seek in themselves what they should seek in
Christ.-S. Rutherford.
FUEL does not communicate the principle of Fire-first find fire, and
then add fuel to keep it alive. The Life of God must first be infused
into the human heart, and then, and not till then, God is attended
to.-Rev. William Howells.
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THE PORTRAIT.THE LATE REV. THOMAS BRADBURY.
THE sorrowful duty devolves upon us this month to record the departure
of the Rev. THOMAS BRADBURY, who, for thirty-one years, filled the
office of Pastor to the flock at Grove Chapel, Camberwell, among whom
-long years ago-the Rev. Joseph Irons faithfully preached the
covenant salvation of God. Not a whit behind that honoured teacher
of the truth as a witness for" the doctrines of grace," or in ability and
originality as an expositor of the Holy Scriptures, Mr. Bradbury has
"finished his course with joy, and the ministry which he received of
the Lord Jesus to testify the Gospel of the grace of God."
lOur acquaintance with Mr. BRADBURY began early in the 'seventies,
at Aylestone Rectory, on the occasion of one of those fraternal Conferences of God's truth-loving people which the Rev. George W.
Straton (the father of the present Bishop of Sodor and Man) used to
convene annually at Leicester, so that our fellowship in the Lord
extended over upwards of thirty years; and we can bear grateful
testimony to the fact that during that long period he never wavered
in his adherence to those Evangelical doctrines of revelation, which to
the world and free-will professors have ever been an offence and a
reproach. The Holy Spirit had given him so deep an experimental
knowledge of those verities as to keep him jealous of their maintenance,
and uncompromising of their preciousness and power.
The subject of this memoir was born in Manchester, March 26th,
1831. He used to relate how, at the early age of four years, he was
once taken upon the knee of a Sunday School teacher, who told him
several things about the omniscience of the Lord Jesus Christ, and
repeated to him the verse from Watts's" Divine and Moral Songs" :" Almighty God, Thy piercing eye
Strikes through the shades of night;
And our most secret actions lie
All open to Thy sight."

" That verse," he sometimes remarked, "was full of meaning to me,
and has had an abiding effect on me." In his very early days he
attended a faithful ministry at St. Jude's Church, Manchester, that of
the late Rev. Patrick J. O'Leary, whom he always styled his spiritual
father. The Word of Grace eloquently proclaimed by that devoted
servant of Christ was owned by the Spirit to young Bradbury. In
his own words: "The good seed of the kingdom was sown which was
to germinate, and bring forth fruit in days to come." He also used to
refer to the solemn instruction he received, with others, from the lips
of his Pastor on the occasion of his Confirmation. "You have all,"
said Mr. O'Leary, "made a public confession of faith, but how many
of you will stand testing before God in, secret 1 To be confirmed by
a Bishop is one thing, to be confirmed by the Holy Ghost is another.
You may submit to an outward ceremony, and be lost for ever; but
if you experience the Spirit's inward work, you must be saved. . . .
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That which the Lord delights to see in the sinner who approaches Him
is a broken heart. I cannot break your hearts. God alone can do
that. My dear children, it is a fearful thing to go to hell. Now,
nothing can keep us out of it but Jesus. Jesus' blood to wash away
eur sins. Jesus' rigb.teousness- to cover our persons. Jesus' Spirit to
guide us. Jesus Himself to take care of us." Proceeding, Mr. Bradbury
has recorded: "This carries me back to a quiet Sunday evening in
1846, when, as a lad, I sat in old St. J ude's Church, Ancoats, Manchester,
whilst we were singing :• 0 glorious home I 0 blest abode!
I shall be near and like my God!
And flesh and sin no more control
The secret pleasures of my soul.'

A stranger entered the pulpit. I did not like it, though ever since I
have had to thank God for the solemnity of that occasion. It was
Dr. Dealtry, who took for his text 2 Cor. v. 1-5." Referring to a
certain occasion when Mr. O'Leary sent for "him for a helpful conversation, he states how his earnest Pastor said to him, " If Jesus is precious
to your heart--Jesus, not doctrines~thatsame Jesus whose agony and
bloody sweat, whose fearful cross and passion settled the question of
sin between God and a poor trembling sinner, if that Jesus Who now
intercedes for and welcomes to His dear heart vile sinners like us, is
dear to you, my lad-(pause)-':""you are dear to Him: you are blessed
indeed." Mr. Bradbury has added: "I returned home. My mind
was ill at ease. Sins pressing heavily on my conscience proved to be
the forerunner of that sweet peace and rest which were granted when
the glorious truth was revealed to my heart that Jesus had settled for
ever the question of sin between an all-holy God and me, a poor trembling
sinner. Years passed. The Lord had used Mr. O'Leary as His mouthpiece in communicating the startling truth t<> my soul, that my name
is 'sinner,' my nature sin, and my just due eternal condemnation."
When, presently, the light of the glorious Gospel of the ever-blessed
God dawned in its fulness upon his soul, he speaks of its having brought
"a sweet sense of Jehovah's covenant love to poor unworthy me,"
and adds, " God's declaration that all His sanctified ones were perfected
for ever by the offering of the body of Jesus, gave me a peace and joy
to which many around me were strangers, and I was forced, in a great
measure, to have my faith to myself before God."
When Mr. O'Leary left St. Jude's for the Chaplaincy of the BeHevue
Prison, Manchester, Mr. BRADBURY attended St. Ann's Church in the
city, of which the late Canon James Bardsley (father of the late Bishop
of Carlisle) was Rector. Referring to this incident in his life-one
which, in the providence of God, had an important bearing on his
future ministry of the Gospel-he has observed: "Those who are
most intimate with me have heard me speak of dear Canon Bardsley,
of Manchester. His memory will be ever blessed to me. My wife and
I sat under his ministry, and taught in his Sunday School. He was
, mighty in the Scriptures,' and was the first to hint that I should be
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a teacher in the Word. Eventually, through his instrumentality, I
was engaged as Missionary in his parish." Subsequently, under the
same auspices, he laboured in the Word and doctrine of Christ at
Haydock, for the space of seven years and nine months. While located
there, he attended the distinctive and edifying ministry of the late
Rev. William Parks, Rector of St. Barnabas' Church, Openshaw, with
whom he formed a loving and firm friendship in the Lord. He ever
retained a reverential and profound regard for the discriminating and
experimental teaching of that dear man of God.
The next influential step in Mr. BRADBURY'S course of service was
a call addressed to him by the authorities of the Staveley Coal and
Iron Company to undertake the duties of a Scripture Reader at their
extensive works. This service, in his beloved Master's name, he felt
led to accept. Here he had great opportunities to declare the unsearchable riches of the grace of God to sinners, of which he ardently availed
himself, and in which he enjoyed no small measure of Divine encouragement. In this sphere, by a striking coincidence, he worked for the
same period as in his last, seven years and nine months. While at
Staveley, he became acquainted with the late Rev. Hely Hutchinson
Smith, the late Rev. James Battersby, the late Rev. G. W. Straton,
and the late Rev. William Rolleston. From Mr. Hely Smith he received
valuable help in the study of the Greek Testament. On one of Mr.
Battersby's visits to him, the late Mr. W. J. Parks, of Camberwell,
was also present, and with that beloved man of God-who only lately
entered into rest-Mr. BRADBURY formed an intimate and lasting
acquaintance. This acquaintance, indeed, providentially led to an
invitation being given to Mr. BRADBURY to accept the Pastorate of
Grove Chapel, which had become vacant through the death of the Rev.
John Jay-the immediate successor of Mr. Irons. By a remarkable
coincidence, his ministry at Camberwell covered thirty-one years,
or exactly four times the periods of his work at Haydock, and at
Staveley. He died on the day which completed the fourth period of
seven years and nine months in his ministry at Grove Chapel. A
further coincidence to which our attention has been called, is, that his
age, when he entered on the Lord's work, was exactly four times seven
years and nine months. He was a man of remarkable natural resources,
his intellectual powers being phenomenally forceful, and, as sanctified
by God's grace, they gave distinctive character to his pulpit utterances.
Several annual volumes of his discourses have been published, and have
been much valued far beyond the limits of his congregation. Prefacing
.one of the latest of the series of these volumes, he wrote: "Weakness
is ours; strength is His. We fade; his testimony is ever fresh and
green. Increasing weakness and felt inability compel me, with this
volume, to cease my monthly communications with the Lord's own,
far and near. God bless them all." In the volume, the preface of
which is dated March, 1904, he concluded: "Reader, in the enjoyment
of this, and in communion with our Father, electing, our Surety,
r.edeeming, and our Quickener and Comforter, teaching and confirming,
may thy heart sing with my heart ;-
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" Long as the Covenant shall endure,
Made by the great Three-One,
Salvation is for ever sure
To every blood-bought son."

In 1876, Mr. BRADBURY compiled a hymn-book for use in!Grove
Chapel, comprising 600 precious compositions, sound in doctrine
deeply experimental, and well adapted for congregational worship. He
crossed the Atlantic many times to preach the Word in the United
States of America, where he was ever affectionately and joyously
received by the truth-loving people of God. The demands on these
occasions made on his preaching powers were incessant, and at times
very exacting. His convictions on the side of thp Protestant Reformation were most decided, and his views of the Apostasy of Rome were
based on the firm belief that the tap-root of Popery is Arminianism.
His abundant labours in the service of his Lord and Master became
necessarily more limited during the closing years of his long life. The
last time we met our dear friend and brother was on the occasion
of our preaching the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society's annual sermon at
St. Mary Aldermary's Church in the city of London, when, preceding the
service, the late Mr. W. H. Collingridge and Mrs. Collingridge hospitably
entertained the Committee and friends of the Society at tea, at the
Cannon Street Hotel. The decay of his health during the closing year
of his life was gradual, but very evident to his family and more
immediate friends.
The following touching statement of the more acute stage, and the
end of his illness is supplied us by a member of his bereaved family.
He writes:" By the arrival of the time for the holding of the services at the
Chapel, in connection with the 86th Anniversary of its opening, it had
become evident from his enfeebled condition, that his stay upon earth
could have but a limited number of days, and for the first time since
the beginning of his ministrations at the Grove, his name was missing
from the bills. It had been his habit to preside at the early morning
prayer meeting at seven o'clock, and to preach the sermon at the
service commencing at eleven. The Rev. Wm. Sykes, Vicar of Hillsboro',
Sheffield, with the readiness to serve his old friend which ever characterized him, was present at the former service to act in his stead, when,
greatly to the surprise of all, the aged sufferer, though experiencing
great weakness, walked in and took his usual place. God was very
good to him on this as on other innumerable occasions, and enabled
him with much sweetness and power to give what proved to be his
last address to those assembled, from Hag. ii. 5.
" After the service he returned home to his bed for rest, in order that
he might be able to journey on the following day to Hastings, in the
hope of some renewing of his physical strength. But alas, how vain
are human hopes! Till this time he had been a voracious reader of
various writers-Gausen, Sayee, etc.-on the Gospels, in addition to
his invariable daily study of the Psalms for the day; but now God,
in His all wise dealings with His child, saw fit to withhold this from
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him. He complained that his vision was becoming less clear; he had
little inclination for aught but rest in bed or on a couch. After some
ten or twelve days he was brought home again, and after retiring to
his room on August 2nd, the day of his return, he never again came
downstairs. He visibly weakened; his already greatly attenuated
frame shrunk still more, and on August 22nd gave evidence that the
end could not be far off, and expressed an oft-repeated desire that God
would quickly take him to Himself. From this time to the date of
his deliverance from the trials and troubles and the sins and the sorrows
of this life, God continued to him the kindness and tenderness which
had been manifested to him during his long illness. Though the malady
which afflicted him was of a malignant nature, there had been a marked
absence of pain throughout the whole course of the disease, and as
one near and dear to him said, 'If there is one aspect of Deity which
I have heard him dwell upon more than other preachers, it is the
tenderness of God, and see how marvellously this has been evidenced
in God's dealings with him now.'
"Though his physical debility was great, God kept his mind
clear to the last, and despite his inability to sustain conversation, he
insisted on seeing many of his close friends who called to enquire after
him. Amongst others was his old friend, Mr. Ebenezer Carr, with
whom he had been in close intimate association from the time of his
first appearance in a London pulpit-that of the Surrey:rabernaclein 1872. These two had much communion together upon Divine
things, and the dying saint was particularly refreshed and blessed by
the receipt of a letter from his friend at a time of deep soul trouble.
On one of the latter's visits, after referring to this communication,
he observed to Mr. Carr, ' Ah, old friend, I shall soon be in heaven.'
'Well,' was the reply, 'You will not be a stranger there.' With a
glowing face and tears of joy he exclaimed, 'No, no, not a stranger
there! '
" Another visitor was Mr. Henry Wiles, of Cambridge, to whom he
stated that throughout his ministerial life, from the beginning to the
end, three words had been the essence of his creed: 'Love'- ' Blood'
-'Power':" The Electing Love of the Father;
" The Redeeming Blood of the Son;
"The Regenerating Power of the Spirit.
During the conversation Mr. Wiles asked, ' What about responsibility? '
to which he replied, 'The most awful word in the whole world without
another word in front of it.' 'And what is that?' 'Shifted-shifted
responsibility.'
" On Sunday, August 27th, he repeatedly told the various members
of his family that he felt his end very near, and on the following day,
when he was seen by all his sons and daughters with the exception of
his fourth son, Patrick Joseph O'Leary, who is in Jamaica, he desired
that his dying love and blessing should be conveyed to his grandchildren, on whose behalf he frequently approached the mercy-seat in
the words of the dying patriarch: 'God, before Whom my father did
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walk,' etc., etc. On this day, in conversation with the husband of
his eldest daughter, Mr. G. H. Doggett, to whom he was deeply attached,
he said, 'Ah, Georgie, gently sinking into life.' Later to Mrs. Doggett
he said, 'Many texts come to my mind, but they seem all worn out.
She replied, 'Oh, but He ,is not worn out!' He said, 'No-Thou
changest not.'
"On Wednesday, August 30th, two ladies called upon him, and one
quoted :, When languor and disease invade
This trembling house of clay,
, Tis sweet to look beyond my cage,
And long to flyaway.'

After he had expressed his desire to be at home with his God, away
from the oppression of his felt weakness, the lady said, ' Yes, the poor
body is tired, and longs to flyaway.' He turned, and said quickly, in
surprising tones, ' It doesn't!' And when she corrected the slip with
, I should have said the spirit longs to flyaway,' he sighed his satisfaction.
" At this period his articulation was very difficult, but at times, and
often in the night, he would utter with resounding tones the themes
with which God was blessing him, thus: 'My soul doth magnify the
Lord.' 'Thou ART the King of glory, 0 Christ!' while' Lord, now
lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy Word' was
continually breathed out, the first half of the sentence being his last
definable utterance.
" All through his long illness he was assiduously nursed by his second
(and widowed) daughter, Mrs. Bird, and during the last few weeks,
his eldest and youngest daughters, Mrs. G. H. Doggett, and Mrs. G. E.
Burton took turns in attendance on him."
He sweetly fell asleep in Christ on Saturday, Sept-ember 2nd, 1905,
leaving a widow and several sons to mourn his loss.
The following sermon from Grove Chapel pulpit was preached by
him in January, 1900:"LEARN OF ME."

" Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me,' for I am meek and lowly
in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls."-MATT. xi. 29.

This is one of the most remarkable chapters in the whole range of
Holy Scripture. Truths interesting and instructive are hidden beneath
it, and brought to light upon the face of it by the gracious teaching of
the Spirit of the Master. Precious treasures are concealed under the
letter of it, to be discovered as a reward of grace to all spiritual seekers.
It commences by telling us, " that it came to pass, w4en Jesus had made
an end of commanding His twelve disciples, He departed thence, to
teach and to preach in their cities." Teaching and preaching was His
delight, and formed the principal part of His ministry and life of selfsacrifice down here. John the Baptist was in prison, and having heard
of the works of Christ he sent two of his disciples to ask Him, " Art
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Thou He that should come, or do we look for another?" It is said
that John sending his two disciples arose from doubt and despondency
into which he had fallen; but the Scriptures are silent on the subject.
Others say, No, John's faith remained firm, and he sent his two disciples
on this errand for the confirmation of their faith in his testimony concerning Jesus. Who told them so ~ The Scriptures do not, and faith
has no licence here to speculate or dogmatize.
The answer of Christ is remarkable, and proves to us that the age of
miracles has not ceased. Look at the string of miracles in His reply,
and mark well the last of them-" Go and show John again those things
which ye do hear and see. The blind receive their sight, the lame
walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up,
and THE POOR HAVE THE GOSPEL PREACHED TO THEM." You see that
the Gospel preached to the poo~ is placed in the same category with the
restoring of sight to the blind, causing the lame to walk, cleansing the
lepers, making the deaf to hear, and raising the dead. A sinner who
has been hitherto deaf to the voice of the Beloved in the joyful sound
of the Gospel, and quickened into spiritual life by its gracious instrumentality, is a miracle of mercy and a monument of sovereign grace. He has
a Gospel not simply for him, but to him. Not from the pulpit to the
pew-not from the preacher to the person merely-not from the mouth
to the ear; but from the loving heart of God to the longing heart of His
sinful child. See how beautifully Paul writes of this coming quickening
Gospel in Col. i. 5, 6, " The word of the truth of the Gospel, WHICH IS
COME UNTO YOU, as in all the world; and bringeth fqrth fruit, as also
in you, since the day ye heard, and knew the grace of God in truth."
I quote without the italics. .The preacher sometimes can reach the
ear-not always. "The hearing ear, and the seeing eye, the LORD
hath made even both of them" (Prov. xx. 12).
Now read the eleventh verse, "Verily I say unto you, Among them
that are born of women there hath not risen a greater than John the
Baptist; notwithstanding, he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is
greater than he." Who is the least in the kingdom? Not you! Not
I! If we could humble ourselves to be the least in the kingdom we
should be proud of our humility. But He could not descend to depths
so despicable, while to the depths of His people's darkness, degradation,
and destitution, He hastened, to save them from sin, succour them in
temptation, deliver them from all evil, and in all this the Father glorifies
Him, and hath highly exalted Him, "far above all principality, and
power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not
only in this world, but also in that which is to come" (Eph. i. 21). He
who delights to take the lowest place to serve His people is crowned by
His Father with glory and honour, and Lord of all by those whom He
delights to serve. l}iark well Luke xii. 27, "For whether is greater, he
that sitteth at meat, or he that serveth? Is not he that sitteth at
meat? but I AM AMONG YOU AS HE THAT SERVETH." The Serving One
of the Church made Himself the least in the kingdom, and all His subjects
whom He serves, " CROWN HIM LORD OF ALL."
Now we come to notice that much abused verse, the twelfth, " And
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from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven
suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force." Read it according
to the marginal rendering, " the kingdom of heaven is gotten by force,
and they that thrust men take it by force." This is supposed to mean that
the kingdom of heaven is entered by violent means; but those who
think so forget that the kingdom of heaven is entered, not by valiant
veterans, but by new-born babes. Mark the words of the Master,
"Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of
God as a little child, shall in nowise enter therein" (Luke xviii. 17).
These violent persons are the freewill professors who arrogate to themselves a place and position not belonging to them. These are set forth
in a corresponding statement in Luke xvi. 16, " The law and the prophets
were until John; since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and
every man presseth into it"; those who violently press into the kingdom
shall be violently cast out of it. See Matt. xi. 41, 47-50. The
kingdom of God is not taken-it is given-it" cometh not with outward
show" (Luke xvii. 20). "Not by army, not by power, but by My Spirit,
saith the LORD of hosts" (Zech. iv. 6). By heavenly-birth the children
of God inherit and enjoy heavenly and unfailing possessions-" a
kingdom which cannot be moved."
Now notice that ominous expression, " they say," in vv. 18, 19, " For
John came neither eating nor drinking, and THEY SAY, He hath a
devil. The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and THEY SAY,
Behold a man gluttonous, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans and
sinners." Here we see the cowardly craft of defamers and backbiters.
These get out of sight to pour forth their withering invectives, and
hesitate to face those whom they defame. Such was the treatment our
blessed Lord received from the religious persecutors of His day, and
~om their stock the same must be expected by His faithful followers
III every age.
As the" Despised and Rejected of men" He is revealed throughout
this wonderful chapter. Everything seemed to conspire against Him.
His disciples were slow to learn the lessons of His love, His enemies were
on the alert to degrade and destroy Him. The cities in which His
mighty works were done manifested the basest ingratitude. In the
face of all this He found a sure refuge in the sovereign will of His Father.
" At that time Jesus answered and said "-'Mark well His gracious
answer to circumstances and influences so dark and depressing-" I
thank Thee, 0 Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because Thou hast
hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them
unto babes. Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in Thy sight. All
things are delivered unto Me of My Father; and no man knoweth the
Son but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the
Son, and He to whomsoever the Son will reveal Him."
This brings us to a very comforting part of our Lord's ministryHis Covenant commands according to Covenant purpose. He Who had
the right to say and was perfectly right in saying, " All that the Father
giveth Me shall come to Me; and him that cometh to Me I will in no
wise cast out" (John vi. 37), now shows forth His eternal and unfailing
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interest in His given ones by His command for their coming to, and
identification with Him. "Come unt() Me, all ye that labour and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and
learn of Me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest
unto your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light." Here
He speaks of two rests-one given, the other found. The first rest is
from legal efforts and labourings for forgiveness and salvation. The
second rest is from the restlessness of the flesh and conflict with the
same. "For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against
the flesh; .and these are contrary the one to the other; so that ye cannot
do the things that ye would" (Gal. v. 17). Delivered from the curse
of the law we are brought to the experience of the burden of the flesh
and the conflict which will continue as long as we are in the wilderness.
When we hear the voice of God in the commands of His law we fear and
tremble, and labour to obey them, but fail in the attempt. This
experience of failure overwhelms us with a sense of wrath and dread of
hell, while the cry of the bowed down heart ascends, " Mine iniquities
are gone over mine head; as a heavy burden they are too heavy for
me" (Ps. xxxviii. 4). But as the voice of the Beloved is heard in the
Gospel we joy and rejoice in God because sin is everlastingly put away,
righteousness is brought in, forgiveness is enjoyed, justification is
experienced, and acceptance with God is a felt reality. Here my
favoured soul delights to sing, "Behold, God is my Salvation; I will
trust and not be afraid, for the Lord J ehovah is my Strength and my
Song; He also is become my Salvation" (Isa. xii. 2). Such is the rest
which loved and living souls enjoy. Now for the text" Take My yoke upon you." What is a yoke ~ It is an instrument
which binds two persons together for service or endurance. It is a
mark of servitude-a bond of union-a sign of association-a token of
love. But what is the yoke of Christ ~ I have heard and read much
by way of exposition and explanation in sermons and books on this
subject, but have found none satisfactory to my judgment. One says,
" Christ exhorts such persons who come to Him for rest and happiness,
to profess their faith in Him, to embrace the doctrines, to submit to His
ordinances, and t.o walk according to those laws, commands, and order:?,
which He, as King of saints, has made, and to which He requires
obedience: so those who come to Him for life, and believe in Him, as
the Saviour of their souls, though they are not to trust in and depend
upon any duties performed by them; yet they are not to sit still or to lay
aside the performance of good, or live a licentious course of life, but are
always to be doing the will and work of their Lord. And this He calls
His yoke." Now that may please some, but it neither satisfies nor
pleases me. Christ's yoke lies not in anything I can think, feel, or do.
lt is that by which He thought, felt, and did for the glory of His Father,
and for the salvation of His people. ,Christ's yoke is love, covenant
love-love uninfluenced-Iove unfailing. As the Father loves Christ
so Christ loves the Father. As Christ loves the Father so He loves the
people of the Father's choice. His love was the yoke which bound, and
eternally binds Him to those who live in His affections. In love He
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humbled Himself to glorify His Father and to save His people. In
love He stooped to serve, suffer and die. He could say, " I delight to
do Thy will, 0 My God; yea, Thy law is within My heart" (Ps. xl. 8),
or, according to the marginal rendering, " Thy law is in the midst of My
bowels." His affections yearned for the accomplishment of that
righteousness in which His Father is glorified, and His ransomed ones
are everlastingly justified. His love removed all hindrances, triumphed
over all difficulties, supported Him under all burdens, and moves Him
in eager service for the succour and solace of sorrowing saints. As we
thus know Him and learn of Him, love lightens every burden, sweetens
every bitter cup, and causes the heart to delight in singing" Love which will not let Him rest.
Till His chosen are all blest;
Till they all for whom He died
Live rejoicing by His side."

" Learn of Me," says He, Who in the school of human suffering learnt
obedience by the things that He suffered. Though -He was the Mighty
God, the Creator and Upholder of all things, and could dry up an nature's
resources, yet as " a Man, a Real Man," He could say, " the Lord God
hath given Me the tongue of the learned, that I should know how to
speak a word in season to him that is weary; He wakeneth morning by
morning, He wakeneth Mine ear to hear as the learned" (Isa. 1. 4).
Whatever He had to do He did it, because it was His Father's will,
and- it is well for us to know that as our Great Exemplar, and
our Gracious Teacher, He learned His lessons from His Father's
Book, and from the same Book He teaches- us the lessons of His
grace. He would neither comfort a saint nor rebuke a devil but
by the express warrant of Holy Scripture. "IT IS WRITTEN,"
was -the weapon with which He met and repelled all the temptations of Satan. But His holy nature was proof against all the
seductions othell, the world and sin. He could truly say, " The prince
of this world cometh and hath nothing in Me" (John xiv. 30). The
Word of God was His food-the Scripture of truth was His rule-the
law of God was His delight. As a Son Hfl was incessantly subject to
His Father. As a Servant He was ever obedient to the law. As a
Surety He was prompt in the payment of all demands. As a Saviour He
was faithful in all things enjoined upon Him in the Scriptures for His
people. It was an impossibility for Him to swerve one hair's breadth
from the straight line of perfect rectitude. His whole life was that of
absolute conformity to the rule of right in principle and practice for
the glo;ry of His Father and the salvation of His people. Here I would
ask, How much are we like Him 1 Very little. "What I know not,
teach Thou Me."
" Learn of Me." This is the gracious command of the Servant of the
Father, and the Serving One of the,Church. The demands of His Father
and the desires of His people escape not His notice or attention. He
asks not schoolboys, who are ardent for the world's applause, to learn of
Him, knowing full well that they neither would nor could do any such
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thing. He wastes not His words upon the wise and prudent, the cunning
and crafty of this world; but calls and carries to His sacred feet the
weary and the heavy laden, and teaches them what man ought to be,
and must, be, to enjoy acceptance with His Father and theirs. When
Adam sinned, human righteousness acceptable to God ceased.· From
that moment until the appearance of the Holy Child J esus,-human
righteousness was vile, and hateful to the all-pure eyes of God. Then,
according to His purpose of grace, righteousness pleasing and delightful
to His eyes and heart appeared, simply because there was One Who
could do nothing but what was right. He was the One in Whose
obedience the many of the Father's loving choice are made righteous
(Rom. v. 19). We hear much of what man ought to be, but we fail to
see it only as Christ is revealed to us by the Spirit as " THE LORD OUR
RIGHTEOUSNESS" (Jer. xxiii. 6; xxxiii. 16). The obedient life of Jesus
was the joy of His Father's heart. Of Him as His Servant the Father
could say, " Mine Elect in Whom My soul delighteth " (Isa. xlii. 1). At
the consecration of the Covenant Surety the Voice from the opened
heavens declared, " This is My Beloved Son in Whom I am well pleased"
(Matt. iii. 17). In the midst of His work of perfect obedience, when He
was with His disciples in the holy mount, there came to Him in their
hearing a voice from the excellent glory, saying, " This is My Beloved
Son, in Whom I am well pleased; hear ye Him" (Matt. xvii. 5; 2 Peter
i. 17, 18). The Father's delight in the Obedient Son was so great that
He would never leave Him. This we see in that precious statement in
John viii. 29, " And He that sent Me is with Me: the Father hath not
left Me alone; for I do always those things that please Him." In all
these things faith admires and adores Him, while our hearts delight to
sing,
.. My dear Redeemer and my Lord,
I read my duty in Thy Word;
But in Thy life the law appears,
Drawn out in living characters."

" Learn of Me," says the Law Giver and Law Fulfiller to the weary,
labouring, and heavy laden ones, who are ever slow in learning the
leSllons of His grace. See how they are described in their natural state
by the weeping prophet, " And they will deceive everyone his neighbour,
and will not speak the truth: they have taught their tongue to speak
lies, and weary themselves to commit iniquity" (Jer. ix. 5). This the
convinced sinner knows to his heart's discontent, and though knowing it
and longing for rest, so long as Christ in His perfect obedience and
finished work is not revealed to him by the Holy Ghost, he will labour
still for that which he can never accomplish, and seek for that which in
himself and his doings he can never find. Read the experience of the
patient patriarch in his ninth chapter, and you will see that such was
the case with him. Turn to Rom. x. 2, 3, and you will learn how Israel
was, and is, in the same state, " For I bear them record, that they have
a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. For they being ignorant
of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God."
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Then notice how the Holy Ghost by Paul opens up the secret of justification and acceptance with God, " For Christ is the end of the law for
righteousness to everyone that believeth " (ver. 4). All that the law
could require in the way' of obedience or satisfaction was fully met and
answered in the doing and dying of our Covenant Surety. There we
see and delight in the end of all strife and controversy between an
offended God and our restless spirits.
" Learn of Me." Our precious Saviour alone can teach us that which
He Himself practised in the school of suffering and sorrow, dependence
upon God for everything-the spirit of the words, "In all thy ways
acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy paths" (Prov. iii. 6). Our
most glorious Christ was not a self-made man, neither did He identify
Himself with self-made men. It pleased Him to be just what the
Father made Him, to do whatever the Father's will prescribed, and to
go wherever the Holy Ghost led Him. "Christ pleased not Himself "
(Rom. xv. 3). A spirit of self·sufficiency was foreign to His nature and
disposition. Was He obedient to God ~ He was also dependent upon
God. Listen to Him in Heb. ii. 13, " I will put My trust in Him." This
is His confession all through the Psalms. Do not forget this, " For Thou
art My hope, 0 Lord God: Thou art My trust from My youth. By Thee
have I been holden up from the womb: Thou art He that took Me out of
My mother's bowels: My praise shall be continually of Thee" (Ps. lxxi.
5, 6). This was His habitual frame of mind-it was the prevailing
disposition and governing spirit of His life. He never required to be
told Whose Servant He was. He never lost sight of the fact that He
was the Obedient Son of a Loving Father. Every breath of His body
-every thought of His mind-every pulsation of His heart-every
expression of His lips gave evidence of His perfect, unbroken dependence upon His Father. His dependence was not intermittent, but
unceasing, and most precious to His Father, and to all those whom He
brings to His sacred feet to learn of him lessons of meekness, lowliness,
obedience, and whole-hearted devotedness to His Father. 0 Jesus,
what a perfect example Thou art! Teach me Thy ways.
"Learn of Me." In Christ the Obedient Servant and Dependent
Son, we are taught lessons not to be learned elsewhere. Our carnal
mind, our wretched flesh, assert at times that self-sufficiency and
independence which we inherit from our first father-Adam. As we are
brought into the strong searching light of Christ's service for His
Father's glory and our own salvation, we are amazed at the discovery
of our rebelliousness, self-sufficiency and selfishness. And all this we
learn of Him by way .of contrast. Yes, selfishness is the bane of our
existence down here, and it is only in the company of Christ through
the lessons of His grace, by the teaching of His Spirit, and the force of
His example, that we are ashamed of our selfishness, and pray for a large
share of the self-sacrificing spirit of our adorable Saviour and Teacher.
In the second chapter of the Epistle to the Philippians-that chapter
in which the self-imposed humiliation of the Son of God, and the selfemptying of the Father's Righteous Servant is so fully set forth, Paul
complains that" all seek their own, not the things which are Jesus
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Christ's" (ver. 21). I know and feel that this is too true; but when I
think of my own unlikeness to Jesus Christ, my mouth is stopped from
complaining of others, and opened in heartfelt confession of sin and
want of conformity to the self-sacrificing life of my Best Friend.. He
did not seek His own interest here, being too much interested in the welfare and comfort of those around Him. He sought not to " make the
best of both worlds," but sacrificed Himself for the everlasting good of
those of whom He said to the Father, " They are not of the world, even
as I am not of the world" (John xvii. 16). This is a deeply humbling
view of Him Who sought not His own, but was pained (Luke xii. 50) until
His Father was glorified, and His people blessed with salvation, forgiveness, acceptance and glory, all through His unselfishness.
" Learn of Me." A teachable spirit cannot be exercised with Jesus
Christ, the Honest Workman, the Faithful Servant, without learning
something of the Father's mind and will revealed in His obedient life
and atoning death. He was no drone, and whatever He did He did
thoroughly. In rendering service due to the Father, the darkness and
the light were both alike to Him, so that we may well say to Him:
" Such was Thy truth, and such Thy seal,
Such deference to Thy Father's will,
Such love and meekneRs so Divine,
I would transcribe and make them mine."

Idleness and indolence tell their degrading tales on thousands of our
race; but not a trace of either could be detected in His character
or conduct. He came into the world to do, and "He went about
doing good" (Acts x. 38). His delight was to do (Ps. xl. 8). His meat
was to do (John iv. 34). His whole soul's joy was in His saying to the
Father, "I have finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do"
(John xvii. 4). "He came not to be ministered unto but to minister"
(Matt. xx. 28). He was never absent when human need required Him.
By night He taught the timid Nicodemus. In weariness at noontide
He ministered to the spiritual necessities of the woman of Samarif!- at
Sychar's well. "In the morning, rising up a great while before day,
He went out and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed"
(Mark i. 35). But that was not all. See Luke vi. 12, " And it came to
pass in those days that He went out into a mountain to pray, and
continued all night in prayer to God." To which of the saints shall
we turn to find anything like that ~ Not to one of the saints would
we, can we turn, while Jesus is in our midst praying for us, preaching
to us, and promising to do everything needful for us. Are we selfish ~
He strips us. Are we filthy ~ He washes us. Are we naked ~ He
clothes us. Are we hungry ~ He feeds us. Are we thirsty ~ He
refreshes us. Are we ignorant ~ He will teach us Are we shortsighted? Certainly we are-He will guide us aright, and right home
to glory. When we arrive there He will not hear the last of His
gracious doings for us. Even then He will lead us, and feed us, and
secure us from all sorrow. Bless Him.
. "Learn of Me." We have much to learn of Him in His disinterested
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ness. He never visits His needy ones without giving them something.
That is just like Him. Self-interest found no entrance into the heart
of the Ever-giving one. In covenant He gave Himself unreservedly to
His Father in all the glory of His Godhead, in all the vast revenues of
His grace, in all that He was able and willing to do and endure" through
floods of wrath and deep distress" for all those whom the Father gave
unto Him. When He came into the world He was too intent upon
His Father's business to consider Himself for a moment. His people's
welfare engrossed all His time and attention. "He gave Himself"His whole soul-His bruised body-His bleeding wounds-His precious
blood-His perfect righteousness-His loving sympathy. To the loved
ones of His heart He always meets their evil with good. Do they
squander the supplies of grace entrusted to them? He withholds not
His hand, but continues to bestow His covenant favours with amazing
liberality. When the wine was spent at the marriage in Cana of
Galilee He treated the guests with a richer supply. To the Samaritan
woman He gave the water of eternal life. To the hungry multitude
who cared not for Him He multiplied bread and fish. To the accused
adultress He gave pardon and peace. To the man blind from his birth
He brought sight and light. To His own sheep He gives eternal life
and everlasting security. For His murderers He breathes His prayer.,
provides full salvation, and withholds no good thing. "He will give
grace and glory." Oh, how blessed it is to know that saying as our
own, " And of His fulness have all we received, and grace for grace"
(John i. 16). Grace received is the earnest of richer and unfailing
supplies. But as assuredly as we have received of Him, and received
Himself, we shall judge self in every phase and feature, and shall
loathe ourselves because we are so much unlike him. As we are taught
by Him in the light of His perfect obedience, we shall mourn our
deficiencies-in the light of his dependence upon the Father we shall
hate our self~sufficiency-in the light of His self-saerificing life we shall
lament our self-Iove-in the light of His disinterested service for us we
shall grieve over our slothfulness-in the light of his impartial and
unrestrained liberality we must repent with godly sorrow because of
our innate co~etousness, which is idolatry. In thus learning of Him
we know and enjoy Him as our All in all. Mark well the character
He gives of Himself as a reason for our learning of Him"For I am meek and lowly in heart." Our great and glorious
Christ did not ask more from His scholars than that exemplified in
His own character and conduct, and which He would communicate to
them. He was meek, aye, meekness itself: for when insulted He was
never moved with resentment, nor provoked to retaliate. He was
lowly in coming to the low estate of His people, and there learning "\low
to sympathize with them in all their sufferings and infirmities, and to
save them from all their sins. In this His meekness and gentleness
appears to, and is felt and enjoyed by, His tried, tempted, and ofttimes complaining brethren. In Him, and by Him, we learn Paul's
lesson, "With all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, forbearing one another in love" (Eph. iv. 2). Only at the feet of Jesus
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do we find rest to our souls, and that only in the spirit and power of
His commanding promise.
" And ye shall find rest unto your souls." Soul unrest is wearisome
to the spirit. This disquietude ever attends the living soul not enjoying
communion with its living Head. The Psalmist knew this when he
soliloquized, "Why art thou bowed down, 0 my soul ~ and why art
thou disquieted within me ~ Hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise
Him, for His presence is salvation" (Ps. xlii. 5, margin). When rest
from legal labour is enjoyed, conflict with the flesh is experienced, and
the rest abiding and unbroken in the Lord is sighed for, and eventually
found. He will blessedly see to that, and cause His restless ones, by
.the Holy Ghost, to say, "We which have believed do enter into rest"
(Heb. iv. 3). An intelligent interest in God's covenant salvation-in
God's Christ-causes the heart to sing:
" Here let the weary rest,
Who love the Saviour's Name;
Though with no sweet enjoyment blest,
This covenant stands the same."

God Himself be your rest.

AMEN.

APPRECIATIONS OF THE LATE REV. THOMAS BRADBURY.
DEAR MR. ORMISTON,-A friendship of over thirty-three years' standing having existed between my late Pastor, Mr. Thomas Bradbury, and
myself, I thought that I should like to send you a few lines by way of
reminiscence of him, of whom it may be truly said that God made him
an able minister of the New Testament.
It is remarkable that the -date of his departure, 2nd September, to
his eternal home a,bove, exactly completed the 31st year of his pastorate
of Grove Chapel, Camberwell.
The first sermon that I was privileged to hear him preach was at the
Surrey Tabernacle, January 14th, 1872, from the words in Job xlii. 2,
" I h"1l0W that Thou canst do everything, and that no thought can be
withholden from Thee." This message, with many others following,
which he delivered in that God-honoured place of worship, was greatly
blessed to many, including the writer.
Soon after this he came to stay, a welcome guest, at my house, and
he continued to make it his home whenever he came to London, until
he accepted the pastorate of Grove Chapel, which commenced on the
first Sunday in September, 1874. His ministry was so blessed to my
dear wife and myself, that we were constrained to join the church at
the Grove, and the friendship and Christian fellowship thus begun
continued to the end of his life.
I frequently visited him in his last illness; he was always glad to
see me, and showed an affectionate spirit, and a ready mind to converse
upon the subject which was dearest to his heart, viz., the glories of the
Triune Jehovah, as displayed in the salvation of the mystical members
of the body of Christ, by the everlasting love of God the Father, the
precious blood of Jesus Christ, and the power of God the Holy Ghost; this
40
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was the predominating theme of his ministry, and by the blessing of
the Lord it was his dying testimony.
Oh that it may be made a blessing to his widow in her great
bereavement, be sanctified to his children and grandchildren, and be
made a means of encouragement to the Church of God I
On the 19th July he was taken to Hastings, in the hope that the
change might prove beneficial, but he gradually grew weaker, and it
was evident to himself and all around him that the Lord would shortly
take him to Himself; he returned home on the 2nd of August, and from
that time he was unable to be brought down stairs.
During his stay at Hastings, I was led to write him a letter, which,
by the blessing of God, proved to be a comfort to him; I therein
Teferred to a sermon which he preached on Christmas morning, 1874,
from" This is my beloved, and this is my friend" (Solomon's Song,
v. 16). There was a power and sweetness attending the testimony that
I can never forget so long as memory lasts, and it was an exceptionally good time to many that were present.
On the occasion of my last visit to him, ten days before his death,
he spoke with fervour and a holy a,ssurance of his interest in the
Covenant of God's everlasting love, and that he would soon be with
his Lord and Saviour. After allusion having been made to a portion
in that Sanctum Sanctorum of the Scriptures, the 17th of John, he
bade me an affectionate good-bye, wishing me the blessing of God,
and I then felt that we should not meet again on earth, but, blessed
be God, I was favoured with a hope that we should meet in heaven.
Yours in the everlasting bonds of the Gospel of our Lord and Saviour,
Jesus Christ,
3, Montrell Road,
EBENEZER CARR.
Streatham Hill, S. W.
September 14th, 1905.

DEAR MR. ORMISTON.-A letter has just reached me from a beloved
sister-in-law, which will, I am sure, be of interest to your readers
concerning the late beloved Pastor of Grove Chapel, Camberwell, who
ehtered into the joy of His Lord on Sept. 2nd. She writes :" I much appreciated your loving, sympathizing letter. I do indeed
feel dear Mr. Bradbury's death is a loss to me, which can never be
replaced, the instrument used by God to endear His truth, His Word,
and the Christ of God to my heart; but the one ray of sunshine in
this dark cloud of sorrow is, that our loss is his eternal gain; his lifework was done, and his Lord and Master, Whom on earth he loved and
served so well, has said, 'Come up hither,' 'enter thou into the joy
of thy Lord.' The last time I saw him in private was about two
months ago, at my father's house; he drove np unexpectedly with
Mrs. B. It was my day for being there, and I feel it to have been a
special favour to have met him. He was then so weak and feeble that
he could not bear the weight of a great coat; but as he sat and talked,
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testifying to the goodness of his Lord to him, my heart was melted
at almost every word. He said, 'I cannot say with the Apostle ,
Paul" I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart," etc. ;
the strait is removed. In all my weakness and sickness the· Lord has
been so good to me,' quoting a favourite text, ' The Lord is good, a
stronghold in the day of trouble; and he knoweth them that trust
in Him;' also,' So He giveth His beloved sleep.' He said he had
no pain, only the terrible weakness and weariness; even the sickness
was unaccompanied by pain, and he was then able to get some hours'
sleep. My dear father feels his loss deeply; he was one of the very few
favoured to see him, and called on the Thursday before he died; the
poor dear man would see him, but could not speak. Dear father
quoted, 'Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, I will fear no evil, for Thou art with me, Thy rod and Thy staff
they comfort me ;' and then :" And when this lisping, stammering iongue,
Lies silent in the grave,
Then in a nobler, sweeter song
I'll sing Thy power to save."

He looked pleased, and framed the words 'Don't go 1" (interpreted
by his daughter). Those watching towards the end heard him whispering, ' Thou art the King of glory,' and, 'Lord now lettest Thou Thy
servant depart in peace.'
•
" The Rev. W. Sykes conducted the services very nicely, and just as
dear Mr. B. would have wished, and at his expressed desire using the
Church service both in the Chapel and at the grave. It was a pouring
wet day, so father dared not venture out; L., R., H., and I joined the
funeral procession in the brougham, but we did not get out; the Revs.
Thos. Dickinson, Cecil Lovely, Cornwall, Savage, and other ministers
were present, and about forty relatives. Mr. Sykes pointed out on
Sunday that a singular fact in Mr. B's life was how the figure seven
characterized it; he was seven years and nine months at Haydock,
seven years and nine months at Barrow Hill, and four times that
number, viz., thirty-one years at the Grove, the anniversary being on
Sunday, w.hen instead of his recognition service at the Grove, it was
his first recognition in heaven. Again, at the end of seven years, Mr.
Crutcher died, and at the end of fourteen years Mr. Horace Hummel
died. It is a loss to the Church, and one does not see who is to
Bucceea. Dim at tn.e Grove at present."
My sister-in-law very kindly enclosed a copy of the hymns selected
for the funeral services, and they were sweet and applicable to the
occasion, many of them also written by the late Rev. Joseph Irons, a
former Pastor of Grove Chapel, and one and all breathing that firm
confidence of resurrection life and victory over death to the believer
in his Living Head in glory. Thus-as the mourners joined in singing:
" Hark! how the choir around the throne;" "Oh my soul, the day
is dawning;" "On Zion's glorious summit stood;" or, " Hark how
the glorious hosts above "-their hearts were undoubtedly lifted above
the earthly sorrow to where their beloved Pastor was already in concert
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with those ransomed hosts, worshipping without interval, in that
blissful scene, the Lamb in the midst of them leading them, and feeding
them by fountains of living waters, where all sin, all suffering, all death,
is for ever abolished!
I shall never forget the hallowed feelings of my first service in Grove
Chapel, now some twenty-seven years ago. Associated as it was with
being the sacred birth-place in grace of my now glorified father, and
knowing it to be a veritable Berachah to many souls born again there,
and that I was favoured to be amongst those Spirit-taught worshippers,
filled my soul with wonder, love,"and praise, and melted me as the first
hymn was given out:,. Lord Jesus, are we one with TheeOh height, oh depth of love."

It was on that same occasion, if I mistake not, that dear Mr. Bradbury
preached sweetly from" Thou which hast showed me great and
sore troubles shalt quicken me again, and shalt bring me up again
from the depths of the earth."
We were all p,resent in the numerous members of our family, when,
a few years later, Mr. Bradbury performed the marriage service of my
dear brother Clement and his wife (the writer of the foregoing letter),
and Mr. Bradbury preached 11 memorable sermon the following
Lord's Day from Eph. v. 25-27.
His sermons and tracts have often proved a word in season to
hungering and thirsting ones. The masterly style, the unflinching
testimony, the searching truth, and the exalting of a precious Christ,
made his words very telling and heart-reaching. I always look upon
his little books, "Strangers and Pilgrims," "Precious Things,"
"Spiritual Gleanings," etc., as rich treasures of Divine truth.
Yet another of the Lord's dear servants has gone from us-a standardbearer fallen, and with a bereaved church 'lie mourn his loss. But
. we would dwell much on his joy, the bliss and rest which are
now his portion for ever, whilst our hearts are grateful to our gracious
God for the hallowed memories which will be ever associated with the
name of Thomas Bradbury. "Whose faith follow-considering the end
of their conversation-Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, and
for ever."
Believe me, Dear Mr. Ormiston,
Yours very truly,
RUTH COWELL.

THE Gospel is a box of most precious ointment; by preaching it
the box is broken and the fragrance diffused.-Romaine.
WE must live in the habit of judging accurately of ourselves, by the law
of God, every hour of every day, till it produces this effect, that we
cannot live, a second of time, without a Saviour in all His fulness,
glory, and blessing.-Rev. William Howells.

The Gospel Magazine.

629

~otrt~poniJtnce.

THE LATE MRS. CARR.

To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR,-In accordance with your request I take up my pen to
send you some particulars of my dear mother, who departed this life
to be with Jesus on July 27th, 1905, aged eighty-seven years.
She was left an orphan when ten years of age, and had rather a trying
experience of a rough and inhospitable world until in the year 1848 she
married our father.
Some ten years previous to this, the Lord opened her heart to attend
to the things of eternity. She was induced to go to a place where the
truth was preached, and from that time she never wanted to hear
anything else; although for a while the worldly things she had loved
seemed to keep a hold on her, causing some indecision, and a feeling
that she was not fit to be numbered among the people of God. A time
came, however, when the hymn of Hart's, commencing, "Come, ye
sinners, poor and wretched," was made a great blessing to her; the
following lines being the means of special enlightenment ;" All the fitness He requireth
Is to feel our need of Him ; "

and,
" Not the righteous;
Sinners Jesus came to call."

Ever afterwards, Hart's hymn-book was a constant companion, and
was most highly valued.
In the year 1838 she commenced to take the GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
and was a diligent reader and admirer of our old family Magazine until
the end. The wTitings of Dr. Doudney and dear Mr. Cowell often
provided food for her soul, and refreshment for her weary spirit, through
the Lord's blessing, all those long years.
Our father, the late John Carr, died in 1867, making a blessed end;
and thus she was left a widow with three children, whose greatest
privilege it is to have had a praying mother spared to them for so many
years. One of her favourite texts was: "Be careful for nothing; but
in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known unto God" (Phil. iv. 6). This often delivered
her from over-anxiety; only she used to say she failed in "thanksgiving." Another of her promises was, "I will make crooked places
straight"; and, she often quoted: "I will bring the blind by a way
they knew not," saying how she had been divinely led and guided
when she could see no way at all.
Her path was often dark, both spiritually and temporally; but at
eventime it was light, as she often begged that it might be.
The last illness commenced in August, 1904. During the former
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part of it, she did not appear to have much comfort, but she was often
audibly praying for mercy-" Lord, have mercy upon me, do Lord! " were the words frequently on her lips in the night.
When her daughter gave her messages from friends expressing full
assurance of her everlasting safety, she would express a doubt. If
they reminded her of past seasons when the Lord was precious, and of
the word He had spoken to her, she would not go further than to say"I hope He did, I hope I was not mistaken."
Her esteemed pastor, Mr. Popham, called one Saturday morning.
She thought she was too ill to see him, but was persuaded to do so ;
and he was the means (in the Lord's hand) of greatly cheering her, by
reminding her of some of the Lord's former mercies to her. One of
her stepsons came to see her in March, and he said: '" A shock of
corn fully ripe,' are the words I have had with regard to you." She
said, " No," evidently thinking it was too beautiful a figure to be applied
to her. Then he said: "Well, we must come in here, as vile sinners,
and as save.d alone by sovereign grace." "Entirely, entirely," she
replied most emphatically.
She often expressed much gratitude to the Lord for His great goodness
in supplying all her temporal wants, and much thankfulness for so
many kind friends. She often repeated :.. His love in times past forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink."

Also many times-" The Lord is good," with great emphasis on the
word" good."
One day her daughter said, " You have had a ' Sovereign Protector'
all your life long, unseen, yet for ever at hand." She answered deliberately-" Yes, and I hope He will take me safe home."
She was very ill for many weeks; then she revived, and was quite
clear in her mind until within a week or ten days before her end. She
seemed very comfortable and happy, and was strengthened sufficiently
to go down, with help, four stairs to the conservatory. She enjoyed
the change the few times she was able to have it.
The last hymn she mentioned as being sweet to her, begins, " Jesus
is precious" ; and the verse she often quoted was :,. When they draw near their journey's end,
How precious is their heavenly Friend;
And when in death they bow their head,
He's precious on a dying bed,"

One night she was in prayer through the whole night. She may not
have been conscious, still my sister said it was very affecting to hear the
tones of entreaty. The last two or three days she was unconscious.
And now, after a long life, she rests in peace, having joined the happy
multitude of the ransomed, of whom a poet sings in lines which were
favourites of hers :" Un fading palms they bear aloft,
Unceasing songs they sing;
Unending harmony of praise
In presence of their King."
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May the Lord bless this little tribute to the memory of a devoted
mother to the encouragement of many pilgrims Zionwards. It is corn"
piled from information given me by my sister, who unites"with me in
Christian love, and thanks, for your kind letter of sympathy.
Believe me, as ever,
Yours faithfully,
Bath.
E. C.
MR. HUGH BINNING.
To the Editor of the "Gospel Magazine."
DEAR SIR,-Mr. Hugh Binning was a minister of the Church of
Scotland, and died in 1653, in his 26th year, a marvellous instance
of a mere youth being" yet a man of God." He lived and laboured
in the word of the truth of the Gospel, and died just 125 years before
Toplady. What Toplady was in the Church of England, Binning
was in the Church of Scotland. Both deeply grounded in the knowledge of the Scriptures of truth, both blessed with a saving experimental
knowledge of the same, and a deep and profound reverence for the
sacred and lively oracles of God.
It is said that Oliver Cromwell, hearing Binning preach, was exceedingly struck, and enquired who he was. He was an eminent Calvinistic
divine, even as all able, godly men have considered it an honour from
God to follow in the footsteps of Calvin, Augustine, and Paul, even
as these also followed Christ. It is the Holy Spirit's teaching.
1 was pleased to observe that Dr. Russell, a minister of the Church
of Scotland, had been at a meeting in Edinburgh of the recognition
of a Free Church minister, at which he was present to show friend8hip
and sympathy, exhorting them to hold fast and abide by the theology
of Calvin.
I do know, dear Sir, and I grieve, that we in this generation are
"advanced," as they say, but they have neither the light nor honesty
to add, that this "advancement" they boast themselves in is not
more nor less than into the errors which our godly Calvinists
renounced and contended against, all through their ministerial course.
Binning, in an admirable discourse on " God hath made all things for
His own glory," sa,ys "the world in its wisdom . . . that little or
nothing may be left to the absolute sovereign will of God to which
the Scripture ascribes all things, again imagines, that upon His purpose
of sending Christ to save si=ers, He is yet undetermined about the
particular end of particular men, but watches on the tower of foreknowledge to espy what they will do, whether men will believe in
His Son or not, whether they will persevere in faith or not, and
according to His observation of their doings, so He applies His own
will to carve out their reward or portion of life or death. These are
even the thoughts which are inbred in your breasts by nature; that
which the learned call Arminianism is nothing else but the carnal
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reason of men's hearts, which is enmity to God; it is that very disputation which Paul in this chapter exclaims against. The Lord's
absolute power and sovereignity is Paul's sanctuary, whither he flies
as unto a sure refuge, from the stroke or blast of carnal reason.
, Who art thou, 0 man, that replipst against God? ,,,
I might add in conclusion that it is most evident that in his
dispensing this Gospel of the grace of God, in preaching it to every
creature brought under the sound of his ministerial testimony, Paul
in these words "By Him, all who believe are justified," shut up
his hearers to God's sovereignty, as much as the leper was to Him
in the day of his flesh.
I am, dear Sir,.
Yours affectionately in the truth,
GEORGE ALEXANDER.

THE PRECIOUS JESUS.
BLESSED Lord God the Holy Ghost, since by regeneration thou brirrgest
the children into their adoption character in Christ Jesus, give me
the daily influences of Thy grace that I may live and act up to the
high character of my calling; and laying aside all the old corruptions
of the old nature, of malice and guile, and hypocrisies, and evil speaking, as one new-born in Christ, may all the longings of my soul be
after Jesus. Having tasted His graciousness, excite in me a thirst
for unceasing enjoyments of Him. And however my Lord becomes
a stone of stumbling and rock of offence to the world, may my soul
be building upon Him, as Jehovah's chief corner stone, elect and
precious in Zion : everything that is blessed for faith to rest upon,
in life and death, in time and to all eternity. And, amidst all my
weakness and unworthiness, and the slenderness of my faith, give
me grace to attend to what Thou hast here said, as a token of faith:
"Unto you therefore which believe, he is precious." Surely Christ
And,
is more precious to me than thousands of gold and silver.
therefore, my God saith, this is faith. Lord," I believe, help Thou
my unbelief." Precious Jesus, Thy people is a chosen generation;
God the Father hath chosen them, and made them so. They are
from the same source, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar
people. And will not the same grace which hath so distinguished
them, cause them to be distinguished also as lights in the world, among
whom they shine in a crooked and perverse generation? That grace
must be from Thee, for all grace is in Thee. Enable them, 0 Lord,
to abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul, and to adorn
Thy doctrine in all things. And while rejoicing in being delivered
from sin and all its tremendous consequences, by Thy blood, may
they follow, through the sweet influences of Thy Spirit, Thy example.
Yes, Thou Almighty Shepherd and Bishop of souls, Thou hast brought
back Thy blood-bought sheep to Thy fold, and Thou wilt keep them
thine for ever.-Rev. Dr. Hawker.
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THE WITNESSING BAND.*

By THE

LATE MRS. HOBLYN, BATH.

WE may well ask, in these Laodicean days, Where shall we :find a people
gathered together in the name of the Lord who are not ashamed of
the Gospel of grace and salvation; who" speak that they know, and
testify that they have seen" of the wonders of redeeming love? Where
shall we :find a people walking in the fear of the Lord, loving and living
out the truth as it is in J esus ~ If we look into the homes of many
professors of truth, we see worldly conformity united to cold Calvinistic
opinions; but where is Gospel power? Where is the life of godliness?
Where is the testimony for Jesus? Where shall we :find the apostolic
injunction obeyed, " Be ye steadfast, immovable, always abounding in
the work of the Lord"? To judge after the sight of the eyes, the
visible Church of God seems removed from the earth; but the invisible
still survives-" Because I live, ve shall live also." Hence, as units
scattered over the world, God's· elect are to be found, seeking out
associates among the living in Jerusalem, meeting together in the
unity of the Spirit and the bond of truth, and that according to the
ancient comparison, "Yet gleaning grapes shall be left in it, as the
shaking of an olive tree, two or three berries in the top of the uppermost
bough, four or five in the outmost fruitful branches thereof, saith the
Lord God of Israel." Even so is it now. Our Lord declared in the
days of His flesh to His disciples, " Strait is the gate and narrow is the
way that leadeth unto life, and few there be that :find it; for many
shall seek to enter in and shall not be able."
These and similar statements make the people of God, when led by
the Spirit, careful to weigh their religion in the balance of the sanctuary,
to examine themselves (2 Cor. xiii. 5), to bring their walk to the Gospel
rule (v. 11); and, though they may write" Tekel " upon all that they
have said and done in their witnessing for Christ, yet this blessed proof
of life appears-they feel, they mourn over their cowardice; they are
ashamed of their testimony. They cry to God to expel a dumh devil
that plagues them; they are kept looking to the Spirit of God to guide
them into all truth, and teach them what to say, and how to say it ;
when to speak, and when to be silent; for the Lord has taught them
this gracious truth: "Without Me ye can do nothing;" and these
form the witnessing band. They have life in their soul; they feel
" their own bruise and sore; " the light of the Spirit has shown them
their sinnership, and where alone t,heir deep wants can be supplied.
Religion to such is not outside work; it has to do with the motives,
the affections, the will, the desires; and all such get into God's truth
rightly and savingly: "Whom shall He teach knowledge? and whom
shall He make to understand doctrine? them that are weaned from
the milk, and drawn from the breasts." God had such a people in
ancient days (Lev. xx. 26), and He has such a people upon earth now.

* This article may be had in booklet form from Mr. J. C. Pembry, 164, Walton
Street, Oxford.
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God's children, when grounded experimentally in the doctrine of
total depravity, will never stumble long at the doctrine of Divine
sovereignty, nor at the blessedness of special and personal redemption.
They are prepared by the Spirit of God through a sight and sense of
their ruined condition to receive the truth, not as co-partners in salvation, but from first to last gratuitously as God's plan, God's work, and
Godis gift from Father, Son, and Spirit; and such souls, soon or late,
become God's witnessing band to a Christless world lying in wickedness.
But all those who are so favoured must expect the fulfilment of our
Lord's words, "Ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake," and
for no other cause. To be avoided by old friends, looked at askance
by acquaintances, and coldly acknowledged by neighbours, is galling
to the flesh; but so it has ever been. The old world preacher of
righteousness was despised by his generation " because he condemned
the world." The people, from whom better things might have been
expected, spake of their leader, with whom God communed face to face,
as "this Moses; " and the great men in idolatrous Babylon had the
same spirit and the same language: "That Daniel, which is
of the children of the captivity." The wicked plot of Raman,
when laid in form before the King, bore the same stamp:
" There is a certain people scattered abroad, and dispersed among the
people in all the provinces of thy kingdom; and their laws are diverse
from all people, neither keep they the king's laws: therefore it is not
for the king's profit to suffer them." So, whether God's people are
solitary or congregated together, the same spirit is manifested in the
world towards them. This the royal Psalmist felt when he prayed,
"Let not them that are mine enemies wrongfully rejoice over me;
neither let them wink with the eye that hate me without a cause. For
they speak not peace; but they devise deceitful matters against them
that are quiet in the land." Speech or silence, it is alike; the enmity
is in the heart towards them, for they are God's witnesses, and their
lives reprove the people of the world. It is not that t.hey offend or
oppose by word or deed, but their walk declares they are on God's side.
Be they never so useful" or quiet in the land," the mark follows them,
as given by our Lord: "If ye were of the world, the world would love
his own; but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you
out of the world, therefore the world hateth you." This is the sole ground
of offence. They are cailed by grace to come out from a world that
lieth in the wicked one, to take their stand by Divine truth, to declare
all they know, whether their listeners receive or reject it; and this
draws down the malignant spirit of the unrenewed.
The enmity between the two seeds, as declared by God in the garden
of Eden, when man fell, is undying in its nature and unfailing in its
manifestation. Through the stream of time the rooted enmity continues to all that is of God, whether in practice or doctrine; the elect
are born into the world as " children of wrath " in their nature, and
show the same spirit even as others who are not chosen (Eph. ii. 3) till
God, in the riches of His grace, " restores that which He took not away."
Then the enmity is slain, and the sinner, in whose heart the love of
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Jesus is implanted, becomes a mark for the malice of Satan and the
arrows of the wicked; and the more decided the testimony for truth,
the more intense his opposition to those who maintain it, whether in
the silent walk that turns from all that is fal8e, or by the tongue that
testifies to the truth of God. Said the prophet of old, " Woe is me, my
mother, that thou hast borne me a man of strife and a man of contention
to the whole earth! I have neither l@t on usury, nor men have lent
to me on usury; yet everyone ot them doth curse me." What was
his offence ~ He told them the truth, and that brought down their
hatred, which is the simple history of God's faithful witnesses in every
age. Of the prophet Amos we thus read: "Amaziah, the priest of
Bethel, sent to the king of Israel, saying, Amos hath conspired against
thee in the midst of the house of Israel; the land is not able to bear all
his words." There are only a few of such" priests" in our own and
every day who have the same spirit, and bear the same tidings concerning God's truth. \\-'hen the first martyr preached his last sermon,
we find from the Word the effect it had upon his audience: "When
they heard these things they were cut to the heart, and gnashed on him
with their teeth; and they stoned Stephen." The apostles knew that
as it was with the Master, even so it must be with the servant; and so
it is to be until the time of the end. "The offence of the cross has not
ceased," and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus must suffer perseeution in some form or other. The Apostle Paul records that their
testimony was given "hy honour and dishonour, by evil report and
good report: as deceivers, and yet true; as unl.>lown, and yet well
known; as dying, and, behold, we live; as chastened, and not killed;
as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing (or glorying); as poor, yet making
many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessmg all things."
Through the mercy of God, as seen in the laws of our land, we are
favoured to live in days when persecution as in Iormer times is unknown; but is the spirit of t.he world more favourable to truth ~ Are
the people of God now beloved by the world? True, the mixed
doctrine set forth as Gospel finds acceptance with the multitude; but
this fact stamps it as no Gospel, for the heart of man is the same it ever
was, and the truth 9f God cannot change, and these two can never
unite. To receive the truth in the love of it a man must be born again,
must partake of God's nature, and must have the life of God in his
soul; and this will call out the enmity of Satan and his seed in the
earth now as of old. The little opposition shown sadly proves how
feeble the testimony is, and demands of the Lord's people a close
examination as to the nature of their testimony, if they are received
and loved by the world. It hated, it despised and persecuted His
followers in all ages. How and why is it altered now towards Christians? The mystery is soon solved. The people of God have lost,
in a great measure, their distinctive character as to truth and practice;
the mixed doctrine that is so popular is set forth in the language of
Ashdod, which suits the world. Truths that offend are concealed, and
the Scriptures deceitfully handled to please the.carnal mind; and this
leads the way to worldly conformity in conduct. Religion is made an
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amusement to attract the young and win the old; dress and pleasure
are sought after, while, at the same time, an appearance of serving
God is kept up. "0 Israel, thy prophets are like the foxes in the
deserts. Ye have not gone up into the breaches, neither made up the
hedge for the. house ofdsrael to stand in the battle in the day of the
Lord." The prophets prophesy falsely, and the people love to have
it so, because through this means they are kept at peace with themselves and with the world; they can comfortably follow in the track
of the worldling while they are encouraged to believe they are in the
road to heaven. "Ye have made the heart of the righteous sad,
whom I have not made sad; and strengthened the hands of the wicked,
that he should not return from his wicked way, by promising him
life."
The general and indistinct doctrines broached and believed in our
day have led to this sad declension in the spirit and practice of the
Church of God. People are alarmed by the sound of a text that in few
words gives the substance of a Divine truth. To quote one of the
articles of their own faith is considered indiscreet; to hint that all
God reveals in His Word and communicates to His people is special
and personal, and not of universal extent, is at once to sound the alarm
for war; and, when man's free will to do good is denied, the battle
begins in earnest. The great effort of the day is to tinker up the old
Adam nature, and then push it into the service of the Lord; but soon
its origin is bewrayed, for, to make the service palatable, the world
must be mixed with it, and then the Lord's living ones are caught in
the snare, and follow where the professor leads. The apostolic injunction is, " Come ye forth and be separate, and touch not the unclean
thing, and I will receive you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters,
saith the Lord God Almighty." But where is this separation maintained ~ we ask. In the homes of believers, in their associates, their
amusements, their appearance, the bringing up and education of their
children, their household arrangement, is God first in these matters,
and His Word their guide ~ Doubtless many will testify in these things
against their neighbours; but the point where profit begins is each to
look into themselves, and see in what measure and degree they are
witnessing for God by lip and life. The doctrines of grace, when
received into the heart, will produce their results in walking according
to the Word and ways of God, and not after the spirit and customs of
the world. The Lord's living family have a principle within that
makes them desire to unite with all that is of God, and this is the
distinctive mark of childship, " They that are after the flesh do mind
the things of the flesh, but they that are after the Spirit the things of
the Spirit; " but " evil communications corrupt good manners," and
the devil has many traps to catch the people of God, hence the need for
watchfulness and prayer, and regard to the apostolic injunction,
" Give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. Meditate
upon these things; give thyself .wholly to them; that t)ly profiting
may appear to all. Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine;
continue in them."
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The epithets applied to the Lord's people in the Word are numerous,
each and all setting forth the distinctive character of the believer" light of the world," "city set upon a hill," "sheep," "salt of the
earth," "jewels," "pilgrims," "strangers," "soldiers," "friends of
Christ," "vessels of mercy," "children of God," "servants of the
Lord "-denoting in the most absolute way the character of God's
witnessing band. chosen in Christ, redeemed by blood, taught by the
Spirit and by Divine power, kept" in the narrow way thatleadeth unto
life eternaL" The Lord hath not left Himself without witness that
such are to be found in every age; but they are the few, the hated of
Satan and the world for the Lord's sake. They are seldom found
among the rich, learned, mighty, or noble; for" God hath chosen
the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; the weak things
of the world to confound the mighty; and thing!' which are despised
hath God chosen. that no flesh should Illory in His presence."

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.

By

THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.

FRIENDS attending the approaching Clifton Conference are reminded
that through the kindness of the Rev. J. Ormiston, an account of the
Society's work will be given at one of the afternoon meetings, a privilege
which has been accorded to the Institution for many years past and
which has resulted in much benefit to it.
The following is an extract from a recent letter from" K. B." :" I think it will interest you to know that I have under my charge
here for a brief visit one of your Society's pensioners, M. E., a Spanish
woman. She is one of the happiest and most praiseful saints I know,
and she continually gives thanks for her pension and prays for those
through whose kindness she receives it. She suffers much, but often
with the brightest of smiles, looks up and says, 'Never mind! Not
for long; soon going to the gloria.'- She was telling me of a time in the
cold weather of last year, when one day she had not one farthing in the.
house and no needle-work. She took up her Spanish Bible, asking the
Lord to speak something through it to her comfort. She opened upon
Revelation ii. and her eye fell upon verse 9. With a wealth of gratitude
beaming in her eyes, she said, 'Me shuttee Book! Me laugh!' It
was, I am . sure, a holy laugh of joy. I enquired what happened.
'Very soon comes in Mrs. W. with work; no money, but money to
pay for silk. Me plenty silk in house, so quickly buy coals and dinner.
Thank you, Lord. Very kind to me ! '
"She greatly enjoys listening to the Word at our daily worship, and
both yesterday and to-day, though unable to be up all day, begged to
come down' just for les prieres.' "
It may be added that this tried child of God has had a most eventful
history, and has by the hand of distinguishing grace been led out of the
.darkness of Roman Catholicism mto the light and liberty of the Gospel.
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MULTUM IN PARVO.
By pern1lSslOn of the authorities at Madrid, the front door of the
Reformed Episcopal Church in the city of Madrid, which for ten years
had illegally been closed, has been opened for the use of the congregation
worshipping in that building.-The power of the papacy in Spain is
still very great, though far from being what it was thirty years ago - The Tablet announces" that Professor J. S. Phillimore, who has filled
the chair of Greek in the University of Glasgow since 1899, was received
into the Church of Rome at Farm Street on August 24th. Mr. Phillimore
is a son of the late Admiral Sir Augustus Phillimore. He was educated
at Westminster and Christ Church, taking his degree in 1895, after
winning pretty nearly every classical distinction obtainable."-There appears to be no limits to the eccentricities of the individual
calling himself "Father Ignatius." It appears from reports in
different newspapers that several hundreds of visitors went to Llanthony
Abbey recently, when a statue in commemoration of the visions of Our
Lady-stated to have been witnessed in 1880-was unveiled. At a
service held in the church of the monastery in the morning" Father
Ignatius" preached, and at mid-day all the guests were entertained
at the monastery. In the afternoon, at three o'clock, a service was
held in the church; at the close" Father Ignatius" followed the choir
and brothers bearing incense, and the whole congregation walked from
the church to the monastery field singing the" 0 Gloriosa Virginum "
to the tune of the Old Hundredth. The congregation stood around the
statue, which" Father Ignatius " unveiled. Prayer followed, and the
Monk of Llanthony then performed the dedication, and subsequently
lighted a lamp fixed in a glass case which is to be kept burning continuously. The statue, which is of white marble, and5ft. 6in. high,
represents the Virgin standing with arms upraised. "Father Ignatius"
said that a sum of money was put away as an endowment to ensure the
lamp always being kept alight.

GOD would as soon deny His Son as those whom His Son represents.
-Dean Law.
BLESS God for Christ, Christ for the Spirit, and the Spirit for Grace.
-Mason.
To a true believer, death is but going to Church; from the Church
below to the Church above.-Quoted Mr. Toplady.
CLEAVE to the truth of God perpetually: do not attend to your
feelings. What was Christ's strength in the Garden and on the Cross ~
His Father's promise. Let this be yours.-Rev. William Howells.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
WTTH profound gratitude we chronicle as the event of the past month
the signing of a Treaty of Peace between Russia and Japan. Hostilities in the Far East promptly ceased on this act. May the God of
peace mercifully preserve peace throughout the earth, for undoubtedly
forces are at work to disturb it among the European nations. Sweden
and Norway-two Protestant Powers-have been perilously near a
rupture during the past few weeks.
The agents in Russia of the Mildmay Mission to the Jews have for
the first time been able to meet together-at Warsaw-for a four days'
Missionary Conference. The centres of work are Minsk, Odessa, Wilna,
Lublin, and Warsaw. It was decided to open at Odessa a home and
workshop for enquirers and believers, to enable converts to be tested
and trained in Russia, instead of their coming to this country. Boxmaking, bookbinding, and the manufacture of small articles will provide
occupation for the inmates. Owing to the general unrest, missionary
tours to small towns and villages caunot be attempted this year, and
the proposed branch depot at Praga caunot yet be proceeded with.
The distribution of literature goes on unhindered, and an attempt is
being made to gain freer access into the prisons. Owing to the shortness
of the staff, the Warsaw depot is temporarily suspended. This place
contains 280,000 Jews, and is a distributing centre for the other parts
of the Empire.
The Bri.tish and Foreign Bible Society announces that a great thanksgivi.ng Meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 27th, at the Royal
Albert Hall, to celebrate the completion of its Centenary Fund. A list
of distinguished speakers is being arranged, full particulars of which
will be aunounced shortly.
The Valedictory Meeting of the Zenana Bible and Medical Mission
will be held in the Lower Exeter Hall on Wednesday, October 11th, at
3 p.m., when farewell will be said to a number of the Society's missionaries who are proceeding or returning to their posts in the foreign field.
Lord Kinnaird will preside, and the Rev. Alexander Counell, D.D.,
will give the address to the outgoing missionaries.
Miss Eleanor Sampson, who is at present at the Normal School,
Calcutta, is the representative in the C.E.Z.M.S. of the English branches
of the Y.W.C.A. Members who have been praying regularly and faithfully for their own missionary have abundant cause to praise God for
the Revival recently granted in the school. The partial support of
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Miss Sampson is by no means all that the Society owes to the Y.W.C.A.,
a further sum of £93 being c'ontributed to the general fund by twentyfive branches; Miss Vulliamy (Sieng-Iu) is supported by the Ipswich
branch, the requisite sum being partly made up by about sixty of the
members, each giving one penny a week. A further sum of £73 was
sent in for special funds by nine branches. In all nearly £280 was given
last year. The Y.W.C.A. in Ireland supports ten C.E.Z.M.S. missionaries, the branches in six counties uniting for the whole or partial
support of six, single branches and secretaries undertaking three more,
while Miss Relen Chambers (Jamalpur) is the representative of the Irish
Y.W.C.A. as a whole. Exclusive of Y.W.C.A. contributions received
through the Dublin University Fuh-Kien Mission, the Hibernian
branches last year contributed £662.
As a result of the recent conference at Basle, the Zionist party in this
country has become sharply divided. The well-known Jewish writer,
Israel Zangwill, leads a section, calling themselves Territorialists, who
are willing to accept the offer of the British Government oLa tract of
territory in British East Africa as a settlement and future home fQr the
Jewish race. An overwhelming majority of the Orthodox Jews, hOWever, still cling to the old ideal, " Next year in Jerusalem," and at the
recent Conference the East Africa suggestion was decisively rejected.
Students of prophecy will regard with interest the determination expressed
at a meeting of the" Maccabeans" on a recent Sunday to work for the
resettlement of the Jews in Palestine and in Palestine only. "There
ought," said one of the speakers, "to be no hesitation in carrying out
the policy of regaining Palestine, a settlement there being the only
solution of the Jewish problem which would meet the whole-hearted
approval of all who had the Zionist cause at heart.

SOME knowing professors of religion are like a frosty night in
December-very clear, but very cold.-Ryland.
IN vain men bow the knee at the Name of Jesus unless their souls
bow-submit----to His righteousness.-J enks.
MANY, who have escaped the rocks of gross sin, have been cast
away on the sands of self-righteousness.-Dyer.
"DIFFICULTIES and obstacles multiply themselves continually;"
multiply your prayers in exact proportion.-Rev. William Howells.
WE never know the import of that little word" enough," until we
know the Lord.-Rev. William Howells.
ALL beings serve God with His own strength. All are ceaselessly,
eternally, dependent on Him. Our strength for every duty-for
every trial-our ability to meet and triumph over every and any
enemy, internal or external, is in God. "Wait on the Lord" then
continually!-Rev. William Howells.

