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PRAYER IN THE HOLY GHOST.
" Praying a,lways with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit."EPHES. vi. 18.
THE HOLY SPIRIT Himself is the Author of prevailing prayer. We,
though believers, know not what to pray for as we ought. But
that which we cannot do, the indwelling SPIRIT is all-able to effect
in us. The" groanings which cannot be uttered" are, in the
Epistle to the Romans ("viii. 26), ascribed to Him. Thus, we cannot
even "groan" inwardly of ourselves ! We are dependent on
"the SPIRIT of grace and supplications" for each inarticulate
spiritual groan and sigh. This is very blessed, for it gives efficacy
to the feeblest, faintest desire after GOD, and the things of GOD;
and those of us who mourn over a "day of small things" are
encouraged to look up, and hold on.
We read often in the Book of Psalms of "crying" to GOD, and
of the LORD'S gracious readiness to hear" the cry" of the poor
destitute. HANNAH's voiceless petitions were heard in the heaven
of heavens, for they had first come down from thence. It was
already the purpose of J EHOVAH to give a prophet and a judge to
ISRAEL, when He placed on HANNAH the honour of asking for a
child at His hand. And so it is still in the case of all vital prayer;
37
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as that blessedly experimental writer of sacred verse-JOSEPH
HART-has said :"Prayer was appointed to convey
The blessings GOD designs to give."

It is no doubt true that countless blessings c(;:te to us from our
FATHER'S bountiful hand, for which we never petitioned Him.
But, believing readers of these lines will endorse our dictum when
we say that mercies for which we have been constrained to pray
definitely, and which we have patiently and perseveringly supplicated, bring with them a peculiar sweetness and preciousness as
substantial evidence of the LORD'S loving interest in the affairsboth spiritual and temporal-of His trusting children. Amongst
such tokens of His tender regard we reckon even the "small
things" of our daily lot. With our heavenly FATHER nothing
which concerns His praying people is really" small." His numbering of the very hairs of our heads shows us the perfection and
minuteness of His knowledge, and the condescension of His love
towards uS. The burden of even a " grasshopper," in times of our
extreme weakness, furnishes us with the occasion of a visit to the
Mercy-seat. We, therefore, need never fear that our plaint concerns
too trivial and insignificant an incident. Whether it be some
. painful thorn in the flesh, some crushing cross in our temporal
affairs, some sore temptation of which no fellow man has the
faintest knowledge, or only a mere passing thought of fear and
foreboding, we are equally welcome at the throne of grace. Every
"time of need" is a time of acceptance. Our great HIGH PRIEST
is touched with the feeling of our manifold infirmities. He is the
BROTHER born for the adversities of His FATHER'S children.
"There is no sorrow, LORD, too light
To bring in prayer to Thee;
There is no anxious care too slight
To wake Thy sympathy.
"Thou, Who hast trod the thorny road,
Wilt share each small distress;
The love which bears the greater load
Will not refuse the less.
"There is no secret sigh we breathe
But meets Thine ear Divine;
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And every cross grows light beneath
The shadow, LORD, of Thine.
"Life's ills without, sin's strife within,
The heart would overflow,
But for that love which died for sin,
That love which wept with woe."
Prayer is the peculiar privilege of the family of the FATHER. It
is nowhere recorded in the inspired Scriptures that angels pray.
Nor does the same infallible revelation state that they sing! They
praise indeed, but when their utterances are alluded to it is always
as "saying." These comments, be it noted, are strictly limited
to the revealed statements of Scripture. We do not dogmatically
assert that those exalted beings sing not. Their praises may, of
course, be uttered through the vehicle of melodious modulations of
the voice, or through some other, and, to us, unknown means;
but the Word of God is silent on the subject. Poets and other
human writers are responsible for the belief which prevails in the
Protestant churches that angels sing, while the corrupt Papal
church teaches that for the children of men they make intercession!
In contrast with this, stand forth on the pages of Holy Writ the
adoption privileges of grace-saved sinners. Prayer is the GOD-given
prerogative of those only who are begotten of Him. Angels are
not begotten, but made. "Of His own will begat He us " is not
true of angels. "Behold, he prayeth!" is a Divine declaration
applying only to the sons and daughters of the LORD ALMIGHTY.
And how potent is this spiritual privilege! What wonders has
believing prayer-as an instrument in the hands of the HOLY
SPIRIT-brought to pass! And yet, why should we be surprised
when we remember that "the preparations of the heart in man,
and the answer of the tongue, is from JEHOVAH" ~ How numerous
are the promises addressed to the praying heart, and to the tongue
which asks according to the will of GOD! The words of our great
HIGH PRIEST and ADVOCATE with the FATHER, are: "Whatsoever
ye shall ask in My Name, that will I do, that the FATHER may be
glorified in the SON. If ye shall ask anything in My Name, I will
do it." This precious promise covers all the contingencies and
circumstances of the needy people d GOD. Nothing is omitted.
" Perseverance '; in prayer is often urged in Scripture upon
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suppliant souls. "Continuing instant in prayer" is a Gospel
injunction much needed by us all-even by such as are valiant in
faith. For the infirmities of believers are many. They also are
very insidious. SATAN, moreover, is specially on the watch when
he marks a child of GOD on his knees. The temptation to grow
weary and lax in prayer-when an answer is delayed-is, alas,
too often successful for a season. We, therefore, need seek grace
when we pray to be enabled afterwards to" watch unto prayer with
all perseverance" (Eph. vi. 18). The late MR. GEORGE MULLER,
the Christian founder and conductor of the Houses on Ashley
Down, Bristol, for 2050 Orphans, who never asked a fellow-man
for sixpence on their behalf, but received upwards of a million
pounds for their erection and support in answer to prayer,
wrote on a certain date when the means for the work were completelyexhausted, "Prayer and faith were again resorted to. For
my universal remedy in need, of any kind, is to make known my
requests unto GOD, and then I seek to believe that GOD has heard
me. for His dear SON'S sake, and I l.()ok out for answers to my
petitWns, and fully expect them" (" Autobiography of GEORGE
MULLER, compiled by G. FRED. BERGIN," page 223). No one,
probably, in modern times, has so signally illustrated the force of
that Scripture, " Praying in the Holy Ghost" (Jude 20) as the late
beloved MR. MULLER. His faith, like that of all true believers,
was sorely tried from time to time, but his GOD abode faithful,
and justified fully the childlike trustfulness of His dear servant.
As we observed at the outset of this" Portion," the HOLY GHOST
Himself is the Author of prevailing prayer. To pray" in the HOLY
GHOST" is to be in-breathed by Him, anointed by Him, actuated
by Him to ask of the FATHER according to His Word, and made
obedient to His will as to the time and manner of His response.
"Lord, teach us to pray" is a petition always in season. It is \
well, when we bend the knee, to wait upon GOD for our prayers. !
It honours the SPIRIT to depend silently on Him for the inspiration"
of prayer, and to present just what He is pleased to suggest.
"Lord, let me pray; I know not how,
Nor what to pray for-Thou must show;
The darkest, feeblest, need the most
The' praying in the HOLY GHOST.'
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"What can man do himself alone,
Beyond a faithless, useless moan ~
Helper of man's infirmity,
o GOD the SPIRIT! help Thou me !
"Descend, 0 P ARACLETE DIVINE,
And stoop to sins and wants like mine;
Humble Thyself to all my need,
And in me, for me, with me plead.
"SPIRIT of HOLINESS! control,
Dilate, inspire, pervade my soul;
Make it a harp from whose poor strings
Thy hand the suppliant music brings.
"Make it a voice for heavenly thought,
SPIRIT of POWER, by Thee inwrought;
Thou tender SPIRIT! breathe in me
The tenderness of DEITY.
"Then GOD will hear; He knows. right well
Thy holy mind: Thy groanings tell
All interceding might is there,
SPIRIT of GOD! breathe Thou the prayer! "
It is true that many a believing prayer has been so mysteriously
answered that the believer has not been able to trace its fulfilment.
Probably one of the countless wonders of heaven will be the revelation it will afford of the efficacy and prevailing power of every
prayer of faith that was offered on earth! It is impossible that
any motion of the SPIRIT of GRACE in the heart of a child of GOD
should fail in accomplishing that which the eternal counsels decreed.
And therefore it is written, "And He that searcheth the hearts
knoweth what is the mind of the SPIRIT, because He maketh
intercession according to the will of GOD" (Rom. viii. 27). Oh,
brethren in CHRIST, how unspeakable is the condescension of the
MOST HIGH in thus compassionating and helping our infirmities!
How marvellous is it that He should deign to commune with us
sinful worms of the dust, bringing us nigh unto Himself in the
Person of His adorable SON, and granting to us the assurance of
His favour and blessing! Hearken to His gracious invitation"Let me hear thy voice; for sweet is thy voice" (Song ii. 14).
He graciously stoops to the humblest of His petitioners' appealsas the Greek in Peter's Epistle is-" The eyes of the LORD are over
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the righteous; and His ears are open into their supplication."
His ears are attent to the feeblest breathings of spiritual desire, and
not a sigh escapes Him. The hour of prayer, then, is one of the
most sacred and delightful known to the true believer in all his
experience, and every spiritual reader of these lines will sincerely
endorse the sentiments of CHARLOTTE ELLIOTT in her precious
hymn on closet prayer;"My GOD! is any hour so sweet,
From blush of morn to evening star,
As that which calls me to Thy feetThe hour of prayer!
" Blest be that tranquil hour of morn,
And blest that hour of solemn eve,
When, on the wings of prayer upborne,
The world I leave.
" For then a dayspring shines on me,
Brighter than morn's ethereal glow;
And brighter dews descend from heaven
. Than earth can know.
" Then is my strength by Thee renewed;
Then are my sins by Thee forgiven;
Then dost Thou cheer my solitude
With hopes of heaven.
"Words cannot tell what sweet relief
Here for my every want I find;
What strength for warfare, balm for grief;
What peace of mind.
" Hushed is each doubt, gone every fear;
My spirit seems in heaven to stay;
And e'en the penitential tear
Is wiped away.
" Oh! till I reach yon peaceful shore,
No privilege so dear shall be,
As thus my inmost soul to pour
In prayer to Thee! "
Oh, that the Mercy-seat may be to each of us less a place visited
occasionally, or even frequently, than our abiding-place! Prayer
should be more than an act; it should be a habit! The atmosphere
of prayer is natural to the" new man." He breathes most freely
when, "in the SPIRIT," his soul exhales holy desires after his GOD
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and FATHER, through the LORD JESUS CHRIST. The Mercy-seat
is the spot where all burdens are lifted off; where" new songs"
are taught to the heavy-hearted; where tears are wiped away
from the faces of them that mourn in Zion; where peace and joy
are ministered by the hand of INFINITE LOVE; and where the,
Covenant Salvation of the TRIUNE JEHOVAH is revealed to faith in
ever-increasing beauty, and with an ever-deepening experience.
" Oh, for a well-tuned harp! " as sainted SAMUEL RUTHERFORD
once exclaimed when dwelling on the wonders of salvation by free
and sovereign grace.
" Thou GOD of grace, our FATHER,
We now rejoice before Thee,
Thy children we-and loved by Thee;
'Tis meet we should adore Thee!
AB Thine, Thou didst foreknow us,
For such was Thine election,
And Thou hast shown-to us Thine ownThy fulness of affection.
"In JESUS Thou didst choose us
Before the world's foundation,
Ere ADAM'S fall involved us all
In guilt and condemnation.
Thy purpose and election,
In spite of all our failing,
Have firmly stood-and by the blood
Of CHRIST are made availing.
"The grace of this salvation
The HOLY GHOST hath taught us;
By Him we're sealed-for He revealed
How JESU'S blood hath bought us.
Soon all the Church in glory,
In its predestined station,
Shall bless Thy name-with CHRIST the
Thou GOD of all salvation! "

LAMil-

THE EDITOR
IT is related of one of the martyrs that being observed to be
exceedingly cheerful and merry when he came to t,he stake, one
asked bim, what was the reason his heart was so light, when death
(and that in such a terrible form too) was before bim. Ob, said be,
my heart is so light at my deatb, because Christ's was so heavy at His
death.-Anon.
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GOSPEL REST.
" For we which have believed do enter into rest."-HEB. iv. 3.
DIsREsTis the effect of sin. Rest is the fruit of faith. The mind
can be kept in peace only through trust in "the God of peace."
Christ is the peace of the believer. He served, and bled, and died
that rest of soul might be the enjoyed portion of those whom the
Father gave into His hands, and that He might be able to say unto
each one of them :" Bear not a single care thyself,
One is too much for thee;
The work is Mine, and Mine alone,
Thy work is Rest in Me."
The law of works and the Gospel of Christ differ essentially in this:
toil under the former was unceasing, and under the latter rest is
unceasing. The first brought no spiritual rest, and the second
brings no wearisome labour. "Come unto Me" is the sweet
invitation of Christ to the weary and heavy-laden, " and I will give
you rest" is His promise. The believer enters into the rest of the
obedience of the Lord Jesus-into rest from the burden of legal
service. "Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone that believeth." His people begin where He left off, namely,
at the law magnified and made honourable by His perfect conformity to all its holy and unyielding demands. His blood and
righteousness have so satisfied Divine justice, that now justice is
unconditionally engaged to maintain the present and eternal
interests of His redeemed people-down to the weakest and neediest
in the flock. Rest of soul is therefore,the heritage of the righteous,
although their infirmities are so many that their apprehension of it
is too often but feeble and faltering. Like sinking Peter on the
waves Of the Galilean lake, they lose sight of their Lord and look
with' trembling and apprehension at the troubles which surround
them. Their mercy, however, is that He Who is their Peace changes
not.
"My love is ofttimes low,
My joy still ebbs and flows,
But peace with Him remains the same;
No change J ehovah knows
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" That which can shake the cross
May shake the peace it gave,
Which tells me Christ has never died,
Or never left the grave.
" Till then my peace is sure,
_It will not, cannot, yield.
Jesus, I h'IlOW, has died and lives:
On this firm rock I build.
" I change, He changes not:
The Christ can never die;
His love, not mine, the resting-place;
His truth, not mine, the tie.
" The cross still stands unchanged,
Though heaven is now His home,
The mighty stone is rolled away,
But yonder is His tomb !
" And yonder is my Peace,
The grave of all my woes!
I lmow the Son of God has come,
I know He died and rose.
" I know He liveth now,
At God's right hand above,
I know the throne on which He sits,
I know His truth and love."

It is most important that the distinction should be made
between peace subiective and peace ob'jective. Christ Himself is
the ob'jective peace of His believing people (Eph. ii. 14). But
peace experimental, or sub'jective, is an inward condition of soul,
and is the work of the Spirit. This latter peace varies greatly.
Sometimes it is undisturbed; at others, it fluctuates; and again,
it ebbs till it becomes untraceable, and to the tried child of God seems
to be lost. Any rest that is not in Him is subject to change. Our
frames and feelings are too uncertain a foundation on which to
build our souls' comfort. We need the immutable Rock of Ages,
for that nothing can shake. He will for ever be "the rest that
remaineth to the people of God." By faith, we get sweet foretastes of that rest even here in the wilderness, so that our strength
to hold on our way is renewed, and our footsteps Zionward are
quickened. This gracious experience fulfils the meaning of the
inspired passage at the head of these" Notes "-" For we which
have believed do enter into rest." "Do enter "-it is a present
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portion, an antepast of our heavenly inherita'nce. This" entering"
is the result of an intelligent, Scriptural, spiritual understanding
of what Christ is "made unto us" of God, namely, "wisdom and
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption." 'Ye look
away from ourselves, our sinful infirmities, our unfruitfulness,
our failures, and forget our poverty and wretchedness, while we
realise the infinite preciousness of our Covenant Surety, our Divine
Kinsman, our Advocate with the Father. When temptation
assaults us, and our consciences become burdened and defiled, and
we lose the precious sense of enjoyed rest, we flee by faith to our
Refuge-our Propitiatory-and pour out our confession of sin in
His compassionate ear, confident of His loving forgiveness and the
restoration of fellowship and peace in His presence. " He restoreth
my soul; He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for His
Name's sake." Christ is thus the place of resting for His poor,
tempted, errant people. God the Father rests in Him; and His
children find their rest in the selfsame blessed One. Oh, for grace
more habitually to " rest in the Lord" and to " wait patiently for
Him." All our care He invites us to " cast" upon Himself. He
would have us "be careful for nothing." As one has said, when
we cast all our care upon the Lord, by faith, we roll it upon a
wisdom that never misleads, upon a power that never yet failed,
and upon a love that never comes to an end. There is not a care
that weighs down a believer in the Lord Jesus, but it is more His
care than His disciple's, more His burden that that of His distressed
brother or sister. "In all their affiiction He was affiicted, and the
Angel of His Presence saved them; in His love and in His pity
He redeemed them: and He bare them, and carried them all
the days of old."
Faith is the mighty instrument whereby souls find consolation,
grace, and rest in the midst of "all their affiiction." Hence the
prominence given to that grace in the passage that we have under
notice. "We which have believed do enter into rest." Those who
trust in Christ have the promise assured to them. "Thou wilt
keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee; because
he trusteth in Thee." Thus, then, beloved in Him, let us " trust,
and not be afraid." "Trust in Him at all times; ye people, pour
out your hearts before Him: God is a refuge for us."
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" Commit thou all thy ways, and all thy grief and care
To Him whom heaven obeys, Whose love is everywhereFor air, and clouds, and wind, He :findeth pathways meet,
Shall He not also :find the pathway for thy feet ~
" Thy trust must be in Him, if thou wouldst be at peace;
If His work is thy theme, thy work shall have success.
With labour of thine own, with sorrowing and with care,
No blessing can be won; God giveth all to prayer.
"Ways through all dark distress, all means to Thee are known;
Thou workest but to bless, Thy path is light alone;
And none can stay Thine arm, nor bid Thy work be still,
When Thou wilt save from harm thy people Israel.
" Trust, 0 thou sorrowing heart, hope on, be not afraid;
God sees thee where thou art, in darkness and in dread.
And He will lead thee on-trust God to lead thee right;
Thou yet shalt see the sun arise in glorious light.
" In His great strength arise, cast all thy cares away;
Leave fears, and grief, and sighs, to such as cannot pray.
If thou art not a king, almighty to compel,
Thy God rules everything-and He can rule them well.
" Him do thou ever trust-the King who rules arightHis ways are wise and just, though hidden from thy sight.
How wilt thou wonder soon, when past are fears and doubt,
Thy darkness turned to noon, His purposes worked out!
" And though His comfort stay, His help be slowly wrought,
As though He turned away, as though He loved thee not;
And though thou sink awhile, in darkness and in pain,
As if He would not smile, nor show thee light again.
" He will not always chide, but when thy hope seems least,
If still thy faith abide, then shalt thou be released;
When once thy trust is proved, the grief that harmed thee not
Shall wholly be removed, thy full deliverance wrought.
" Will God forsake His own ~ His own, His child, art thou;
The glory and the crown, by faith are given thee now;
And God shall set the palm within thy hand at last;
How sweet shall be thy psalm, when all thy grief is past!
" Act, word, and thought shall praise the Lord, who goes before,
To guide us in our ways-our Shepherd evermore;
Oh, keep us, faithful God, still faithful to Thy love,
So earth's dark rugged road shall lead to heaven above."

Clifton.

J. O.
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WELL·SPRINGS.
" If a man die, shall he live again? all the days of my appointed time
will I wait, till my change come. Thou shalt call, and I will answer Thee :
Thou wilt have a desire to the work of Thine hands."-JoB xiv. 14, 15.
RECENTLY (July 27th), and but a few days prior to journeying to
Scotland, the writer was gathered with a few humble-hearted but richin-faith followers of the Lord Jesus around the open grave which was
to receive the earthly remains of Mr. George Britton, of Bedminster. For
the past fifteen years Mr. Britton had been one of her fellow-worshippers
at St. Mary-Ie-Port, and his gracious life, humble and consistent walk,
ever seeking to adorn the doctrines of God his Saviour, was a testimony
to the efficacy and. power of the grace of our Lord Jesus Christtransforming and conforming to His image. His memory will ever
remain sweet in this truth to the writer, that whenever we met it was
to talk of Him Whom our souls loved, and to hold sweet communion
together in the precious name of Jesus. Said our beloved Pastor as
he turned from the grave, " Only till He come! beloved friends." And
afterwards as we were returning home in holy, happy converse,
" Ours is the joy, the life, and the hope." So that once again, in sure
and certain hope of a glorious resurrection, had we been lifted above
nature's sorrow, knowing that" them also that sleep in Jesus will God
bring with Hiw." Forgive this introduction, dear reader. It will
explain the circumstances of my God-given text. For it was under
these chastened impressions and sweet meditations that the Word
which heads this paper was dropped in upon the soul, and is passed on
for the comfort, as the Lord the Spirit may direct, of some bereaved
or-cast down one, some "prisoner of hope," some seeh.'ing, anxious,
longing soul.
" If a man die, shall he live again ~ All the days of my appointed
time will I wait, till my change come. Thou shalt call, and I will
answer Thee: Thou wilt have a desire to the work of Thine hands."
Faith sees resurrection ·here. J ob, the Lord's dear, tried servant,
had ofttimes struck a joy-note of this glorious truth amid his sevenfold
trial. "Thou shalt know," said he, "that thy tabernacle shall be
in peace; and thou shalt visit thy habitation and shalt not sin. Thou
shalt know also that thy seed shall be great, and thine offspring as the
grass of the earth. Thou shalt come to thy grave in a full age, like as
a shock of corn cometh in in his season." And again, "For I know
that my Redeemer-my Advocate, Kinsman, Vindicator, Living One
-liveth, and that he, my Last One, shall stand at the latter day upon
the earth: and though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in
my flesh shall I see God: Whom I shall see for myself (see on my side)
and mine eyes spall behold, and not another (not a stranger), though
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my reins be consumed within me" (with earnest desire for that dayJob's faith hung upon that wonderful yet, in spite of, notwithstanding all these things, so apparently impossible, "yet" says
he "in my flesh I shall see God." Yes," though worms destroy this
body," though this corruptible may be long laid in the grave; and
-this wondrous mystery be beyond all my finite comprehension as it is,
yet because He has said it, it shall be, though I know not how. "If
a man die, shall he live again ~ All the days of my appointed time
will I wait, till my change come. Thou shalt call, and I will answer
Thee, Thou wilt have a desire to the work of Thine hands."
Thou shalt call! This same Jesus, and no stranger God, to greet
His children. The same voice which awoke the dead; which called
Lazarus to life; which gave to the widow of Nain her son again;
which said unto Jairus' daughter, My little lamb (Aramaic) awake!
Yes, this is the voice which His sleeping children shall hear and which
shall cause them to answer. "Thou shalt call, and I will answer."
" The dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and they that hear
shall live." This was the mystery, he knew not how, but resolved, like
the prophet Ezekiel, to remit the matter to his Divine questioner. "And
he said, Son of man can these bones live? And I answered, 0 Lord God,
Thou knowest." And, breathed upon by the Spirit of God, "they
lived, and stood upon their feet, an exceeding great army." Beloved,
if the Apostle spoke of these things as great mysteries, let us be silent
before the Lord, whilst He deigns to open up the Word. Let us seek grace
to believe the Word, to read it in God's sight as His Word, but to be
kept very simple, very humble in our faith before Him, and trust Him
to explain these hidden mysteries in His own time and way. Meanwhile, confident, like Martha, "I know that he shall rise again," and
like Job in our text, "Thou shalt call, and I will answer Thee. Thou
shalt have a desire to the work of Thine hands." Again a mystery of
love! that J ehovah Jesus, the self-existent, the uncreated God,
dwelling in the light which no man may approach unto, should have
a desire for such, who are sinful dust and ashes. Yet, from all
eternity in fixed decree, loved, and marked, and known. In the
fulness of time, bought by His precious blood, and hence made His
desire, His special people, His treasure, "a land of desire." " The
Lord's portion is His people."
Yes, such is the Church of Christ. It is wonders of grace to be able
to say, " He (the chiefest among ten thousand) is all my desire," but
methinks that wonder is surpassed when He has said the Church is
His desire, and looking upon His redeemed to say, " Yea, I have a goodly
heritage." Oh, how humbling all this is. Because, what can He see
in us, but- Himself to admire ~ Only as the glory of the Lord is risen
upon the Church is she fitted to become a thing of desire for Himself.
Yet so it is, and He is pleased to make her the object of His heart and
affections, the centre of His love, the work of His hands, and thus keep
her wholly for Himself, going after none other but His peculiar, singular,
identified treasure and desire.
margin).
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" And r said unto her, Thou shalt abide for Me many days; thou
shalt not play the harlot; and thou shalt not be for another man;
so will I also be for thee." May the Lord preserve His Church pure
and undefiled, and in singleness of heart unto Himself, to be all
her salvation and all her desire for time and for eternity.
The desire spoken of in our text is final. "Father, I will that they
also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am, that they may
behold My glory." This is the blissful consummation, for which
"the whole creation groaneth and travaileth." Part of the Church
are yet militant and part triumphant. And the desire of their
Redeemer's heart is, that they all be with Him where He is.
He shall have a desire to the work of His own hands. He shall then
see in glorious reality what He has seen for all ages prospectivelyof the travail of His soul, and be satisfied. I bless my heavenly Father
that He has given me rest from all anxious forethought and anticipation
concerning my change of place-whether He come for me, or send for
me. Yet if one might have a desire concerning this momen:tous change,
so far as it is in accordance with His mind and will, I see a great honour
in being called through death, to lie in the grave, which He has
perfumed with His own most precious body, and also (I think it is Dr.
Owen who puts it so sweetly) that I might see my precious Redeemer
engaged in His intecessory work, which must of necessity cease when
He comes, because of the consummation and fulfilment to the last jot
and tittle of His Word. They up yonder have this glorious privilege
in full vision. We by faith have but a momentary glimpse now and
again of Jesus on the Throne of grace. But I leave it. He hath done,
and will do to the end, all things wisely, all things well, and mine eye
shall see the King in His beauty at the appointed time, behold Him,
and be satisfied.
It is Jesus who watches over His precious, redeemed dust. Their
bodies are presided over in death. See the prophet Isaiah (chap. lvii.
1, 2), "The righteous perish and no man layeth it to heart, and
merciful men are taken away, none considering that the righteous
is taken away from the evil to come. He shall enter into peace;
they shall rest in their beds, each one walking in his uprightness."
This was a prophetic glimpse of the death and resurrection of every
believer in Christ Jesus. Resting in death, walking in resurrection
life. And all because of Him who declared that glorious truth to the
bereaved ones at Bethany, "I am the Resurrection and the Life.
He that believeth in Me shall never die." Thus He hfts in their resurrection that desire to the work of His own hands. He who was" the
Desire of all nations" has effected it, and" the King shall joy in Thy
strength, 0 Lord; and in Thy salvation how greatly shall He rejoice.
Thou hast given Him His heart's desire, and hast not witholden the
r~quest of His lips." It was this in view that caused those blessed
lips to utter the truth of His heart, "With desire I have desired to eat
this passover with you before I suffer." And in the wondrous fulfilment of God's righteous law in that slain Passover, He has His blood-
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bought rights to assert and demand. "Thou shalt have a desire to
the work of Thine hands."
It is His prerogative, His right, His potentially and His mediatorially, to say, "Father I will that they whom Thou hast given Me be
with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory." Now, beloved,
what is your hope before God? On what foundation does your soul
rest? Is it " Christ in you the hope of glory"? or, being without
Christ-aliens? Our own hearts must answer the question each for
himself or herself. If in Christ, then our walk below is the beginning
of that walking with Him in white above. If He be walking with us
here, then He is only changing our places when He calls us hence. If
Heaven be already begun in our souls here, we shall be no strangers
there, nor have a stranger God to meet and greet us there. That was
a blessedly true saying of the wife of P. Hall, " My head is in heaven,
my heart is in heaven, and one step and I shall be there."
May the Lord keep us in such blessed preparedness of heart that
we shall be living in expectancy, in holy longing, and ardent waiting,
and content if He bid us to lay down these weary and worn bodies
and await the summons from on high to " be for ever with the Lord."
Meanwhile, may the Lord of Resurrection Life and Power comfort
bereaved hearts, and keep them looking beyond this night of
weeping to the certain return of joy and singing that cometh in the
morning, and establish our hearts in the great truth that "The
coming of the Lord draweth nigh," when" the dead in Christ shall
rise first; then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air; and
so shall we ever be with the Lord."
" Thou art gone to the grave; but we will not deplore thee,
Where God was thy Ransom, thy Guardian, and Guide;
He gave thee, He took thee, and He will restore thee;
And death has no sting, for the Saviour has died."

Beloved, in the language of the Apostle Paul, who knew Jesus and
the power of His resurrection, "Let us comfort one another with these
words."
Moulin, Perthshire.
R.
WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY?
JOB xli.
" CANST thou draw out leviathan with a hook? or his tongue with a
cord which thou lettest down?" The crocodile is not caught with a
hook or with a cord that men let down from a fishing-rod. This
mighty creature of deep waters defies the power of man to capture
him. Although a clever angler be successful with smaller fish, no
means he could devise would be of any avail with this monster of the
deep. The alligator and crocodile tribe are included under the title
.leviathan, and as Scripture explains Scripture, we are led to refer to
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what the prophet Isaiah says in chap. xxvii. "In that day the
Lord with His sore and great and strong sword shall punish leviathan,
the pi~rcing serpent, even leviathan that crooked serpent; and He shall
slay the dragon that is in the sea." Also in Psalm lxxiv. 13,14, " Thou
brakest the heads of the dragon in the waters. Thou breakest the
heads of leviathan in pieces, and gavest him to be meat to the people
inhabiting the wilderness;" and in Psalm civ. 26, " There go the ships:
there is that leviathan, whom Thouhastmade to play therein." From all
these we learn that this sea-monster, carnivorous and only destructive,
is a vivid type of the Devil, for he is called by the same names, crooked
serpent and dragon (Rev. xx. 2). Everything in nature is a type of
believers or the wicked, of the Saviour or His enemy, Satan. We
have seen how much instruction underlies the Maker's reference to
created things; even the willows by the brooks represent to us the
humble Christian, drinking deeply of the water of life and pointing
other thirsty souls to where their longing can be satisfied. Now, we
are to learn to avoid the enemy that is in the waters of this world
(Rev. xvii. 15), that would destroy both body and soul in hell. How
incapable we are to angle him or lay a bait for him! Let us take heed
that we come not near his jaws, nor be allured by his subtle wiles.
" Canst thou put a hook into his nose ~ or bore his jaw through with a
thorn ~" Such means may do for other fish. Let us beware of
dallying with so destructive an enemy as the crocodile or his type,
the devil, for no man is able to destroy him. It is promised, "The
God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly."
"Will he make many supplications unto thee ~ will he speak
soft words unto thee ~" The crocodile is exceeded by his type, " For
Satan himself also is transformed into an angel of light" (2 Cor. xi. 14) ;
he can quote even the soft words of the Scriptures of truth to
deceive, if it were possible, even the very elect.
" Will he make a covenant with thee ~ wilt thou take him for a servant
for ever ~" God forbid that we should" make a covenant with hell "
or imagine anything so devouring as leviathan could serve us. Let us
seek to serve God, and He will deliver us from the jaws of the enemy.
" Wilt thou play with him, as with a bird ~ or wilt thou bind him
for thy maidens ~ Shall the companions make a banquet of him ~
Shall they part him among the merchants ~" The worldlings play
with the devil, and sport with him for their maidens, but none ever is
so foolish as to make a pastime of the crocodile or any profit by him.
We never heard of the crocodile being sold to the merchants as the
whale is, whose bones are useful.
" Canst thou fill his skin with barbed irons ~ or his head with fish
spears ~" The Almighty has furnished him with a skin and head
that are impenetrable.
"Lay thine hand upon him, remember the battle, do no more."
It is as impossible to lay hold of him as of his type, the devil. The
contest is unequal; no means could encounter him. We must all
remember how powerless we are to resist, unaided by the Divine
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might and strength; but with the help of our Captain we wrestle and
prevail. But we must not court the subtle foe while we pray, "Lead
us not into temptation." Let us "remember the battle, do no more."
" Behold the hope of him is in vain: shall not one be cast down
even at the sight of him? None is so fierce that dare stir him up: who
then is able to stand before Me?" Behold-pay attention to thisthere is no mercy in the leviathan, but even terror at the very sight of
him. Who then can stand before the Creator of all things? Blessed
be God, there is an answer to this question that Jehovah put to Job.
The standing of the believer is in Christ. He fulfilled every requirement of the righteous law of God, and paid the penalty due to sin -for
all that believe. "For faith we stand" "accepted in the Beloved."
"For He hath made Him to be sin for us, Who knew no sin, that we might
be made the righteousness of God in Him." And this is the true grace
of God wherein we stand, " Therefore being justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: by whom also we
have access into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the
glory of God." Can we sufficiently praise Him for this hope of
standing in His presence and not be ashamed before Him, not feel any
terror at the sight of His holiness, Who hath made us " without spot
or wrinkle or any such thing, but that it should be holy and without
blemish"? (Eph. v. 27).
"Who hath prevented Me, that I should repay him? Whatsoever
is under the whole heaven is Mine." J ehovah asks the question, "Who
hath gone before Me, that hath taught unto Me that I should repay
what I borrowed of him ?" How silencing is this consideration. It
magnifies the Sovereign Ruler of the universe, than Whom there is
none on the throne of world-wide dominion greater. " I am God,
and there is none else. I am God and there is none like Me."
" Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with my own ? " is the
language of our hearts. "Do with us as Thou wilt, only let us all be
Thine!" It is good and right to say it, but the testing time is not so
easy. There may come a time when the Lord whom we desire to
serve seems to say to us what Benhadad, King of Syria, said to King
Ahab, "Thy silver and thy gold are mine, thy wives and thy children,
even the goodliest are mine." Have you not sung, with a feeling of
sincerity" Take my silver and my gold,
Not a mite would I withhold" ?
And as the King of Israel answered, so thou art ready to reply to thy
Lord and Master, "My Lord, 0 King, according to thy saying, I am
thine, and all that I have." But when the messengers came again,
" Yet I will send my servants to thee to-morrow, and it shall be that
whatsoever is pleasant in thine eyes they shall put it in their hands
and take it away." It is great grace bestowed that can truly say, " I
denied Him not." How many a heart replies to the messengers of
the only Potentate when He sends .affliction to take out of the house
38
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the desire of our eyes, the delight of our heart, even the goodliest,
" This thing I may not do," and prepare to give battle and use every
means to resist His will! Thus the Lord our God tests the reality of
the prayer to be "Thine, only Thine." And He is most gracious
when He makes the heart bow to His righteous will. How His tenderness
and mercy are manifested in sparing and restoring our loved ones that
we yielded to Him!
" I will not conceal his parts, nor his power, nor his comely proportion. Who can discover the face of his garment ~ or who can come to
him with his double bridle ~" There is no approaching this sea
monster (or "strip off his outer garment," as the revised version
renders it). Happy are they who are delivered from his jaws, or from
his anti-type, the devil. For" Who can open the doors of his face ~ His
teeth are terrible roundabout.
His scales are his pride, shut up
together as with a close seal. One is so near to another that no air
can come between them. They are joined one to another, they stick
. together, that they cannot be sundered." Natural history confirms
this testimony of inspiration regarding the teeth of the crocodile;
no animal's are more terrible, and as for his scales, the wisdom of the
Creator fenced him about with resistance to the enemy, so that" none
may attack him successfully." He who formed the crocodile tribe a
terror to man would have us beware of the devil, whom he typifies,
and not come within his reach, but" resist the devil and he will flee
from you."
"By his neesings a light doth shine, and his eyes are like the
eyelids of the morning." "He that formed the eye shall He not
see ~" Only He can illumine the dark mind of man. He is the
Great Oculist of the universe. Let us have recourse to His
consulting room for physical, mental, and spiritual eyesight. He,
by His operation on our eyes, can cause us to see light in His light,
and continue our eyesight all our days.
" Out of his mouth go burning lamps, and sparks of fire leap out.
Out of his nostrils goeth smoke, as out of a seething pot or caldron."
This is true of the crocodile, true also of the devil, whose suggestions
are called" The fiery darts of the wicked one"; so smoke is figurative
of evil doctrine (Rev. ix. 2), therein called the smoke of the bottomless
pit. As smoke blinds the eye, so do the doctrines of Mahomet and
other errors blind the understanding of men. Let us covet earnestly
the smoke of the incense (Psa. cxii. 2) that ascendeth before God out
of the Angel of the Covenant's hands; then shall we not be afraid of
the smoke that proceedeth out of the pit.
"His breath kindleth coals, and a flame goeth out of his mouth."
How different these coals for destruction to the coals that were kindled
by His breath to warm other hearts and kindle love in other souls.
"In his neck remaineth strength, and sorrow is turned unto joy
before him (R. V.-" In his neck abideth strength, and terror danceth
before him.") And the revised version seems to be the true rendering,
because of verses 8 and 9.
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" The flakes of his flesh are joined together: they are firm in themselves; they cannot be moved. His heart is as firm as a stone; yea,
as hard as a piece of the nether millstone." The description of the
crocodile tallies with this, and so does that of the devil, of which the
reptile is a type.
" When he raiseth up himself, the mighty are afraid: by reason of
breakings they purify themselves." Again the revised version seems
the better. " By reason of consternation they are beside themselves."
This seems to be the effect to-day on the mighty, or they are in such
fear of death that they want to be rid of sin.
"The sword of him that layeth at him cannot hold: the spear, the
dart, nor the habergeon." No weapon can reach his skin to kill him
by reason of his scales, so that no air can come between. It reminds us
of" No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper." The security
of the believer is here shadowed forth. The same Almighty that
created the leviathan new-created the soul in Christ Jesus, and put
the security round both. " Praise the Lord, ye dragons and all deeps.
The praise of all His saints, a people near unto Him. Praise ye the
Lord."
"He esteemeth iron as straw, and brass as rotten wood. The
arrow cannot make him flee: slingstones are turned with him into
stubble. Darts are counted as stubble: he laugheth at the shaking
of a spear. Sharp stones are under him: he spreadeth sharp-pointed
things upon the mire." 0 that we had more faith. then we should
treat every enemy as this reptile does, as stubble only fit for the burning,
and darts of the wicked one as already blunted; for we are more than
conquerors through Him who loved us.
" He maketh the deep to boil like a pot: he maketh the sea like a
pot of ointment. He maketh a path to shine after him; one would
think the deep to be hoary." 0 that we could imitate the sea
monster, and our path could shine after us to guide some one that
is still in the dark night of spiritual death; that we could so speak
of the blood that has washed us whiter than snow, or than the foaming
waves of the sea in their dazzling whiteness, so that we might attract
others to seek" Him whom our soul loveth."
"Upon earth there is not his like, who is made without fear. He
beholdeth all high things; he is a king over all the children of pride."
This fastens the identity of the type, that no created thing is more
representative of the devil than the" leviathan, that crooked serpent
that is in the sea." Lord, give us grace that we may be lowly in heart
and abhor pride, in all its forms. Let us" be clothed with humility,"
and often confess before Thee, " Behold, I am vile."
MARY.
SPIRITUAL affections and carnal compamons cannot long agree
together.
PERHAPS there is not a word more hostile to the feelings of human
nature than submission.

596

The Gospel Magazine.

"THE MYSTERY AND MARROW OF THE BIBLE IN GOD'S
COVENANTS."-NO. IV.
EDITED BY THE REV.

J.

E. WALKER,

M.A.

(Continued from page 533.)

IN the one fatal transgression of the Fall our author finds a sevenfold
aggravation.
1. The first arises from the person of the transgressor as the federal
head of all mankind by the law of his creation. If other certain sins,
as Augustine has said, may perhaps appear intensively greater,
extensively, and as involving all the successive generations of fallen
human life, Adam's sin must be the very greatest ever sinned.
Nor would it be difficult to show that in that one transgression the
ten words of Sinai were virtually broken. It must suffice to recall
how God was forsaken for the idolatrous worship of knowledge. His
Sovereignty was rebelled against in the treasonable self-will that
would enthrone itself upon an equal elevation. Disobedience,
falsehood, pride, concupiscence, theft, murder, were all comprehended
in that one trespass, imputed to all mankind by reason of Adam's
federal headship under the Covenant of works.
2. "The condition of Adam in Paradise was most happy. God's
image was his moral and intellectual beauty: God's Covenant his
charter of life: God's creatures his ministers: the earth his possession:
Paradise his habitation: its fruits his sustenance, and familiar
communion with his Creator (Gen. iii. 8) his high privilege. Augustine
has. elegantly delineated," (continues our author) "the felicity of
Adam in Paradise: 'Man in Paradise might live as long as he willed
what God had commanded. He lived enjoying God, by Whom, his
supreme Good, he was created good. He lived without penury, having
power to live perpetually. Meat was at hand, lest he should hunger;
drink, lest he should thirst. The tree of life grew in the midst of the
garden, lest age should dissolve him. No corruption in his body
brought trouble to any of his senses. No disease from within, no
violence could be feared from without. True joy was perpetually
communicated from God.' Thus and thus happy was Adam's estate
when he sinned."
3.· The place of his transgression was Paradise, a place, truly, " most
unfit for sinning in. To sin there was to sin in the very presence of
God, to sin against multitudes of mercies, to transform Eden into
Achor."
4. If it be true (as some have gathered from the literal rendering of
Psa. xlix. 12) * that Adam sinned upon the very day of his creation,
*This our author inclines to believe, but Witsius holds it as a fa.ncy of the
Jewish doctors.
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then it became another aggravation of his trespass that he " turned
aside so quickly from the way which God commanded." In this his
transgression was even more grievous than that of the Israelites so
newly delivered from Egypt, at Mount Sinai, in the making of the
golden calf (Ex. xxxii. 7, 8).
5. Adam's trespass was against the majesty as well as against the
goodness of his Creator, and it was also a breaking of Covenant. This
is a sin most abhorrent to the God of truth and faithfulness (Jer. xxii.
7-9; Hos. vi. 7, viii. 1, and many other places, and contrast Deut.
vii. 9). It is God's glory" to keep Covenant and truth."
6. Adam sinned not only against God, but also against himself and
against all mankind. To sin against God is to sin against infinite
glory, infinite righteousness, to prefer" the murderer from the beginning," who was the tempter, to the Eternal Love and the Everlasting
Holiness. To sin against himself was" to forfeit all blessing, honour,
felicity, life. To sin against his descendants was to commit such a
universal murder as has not been, nor can be again." The tragedy
of every lost life, of every lost soul lies in that one disobedience.
7. The evils attendant upon this transgression infinitely aggravate
and intensify its sinfulness, as past all measure sinful. Adam's sin
was the bitter fountain of all sin, with all the innumerable acts and
circumstances of all and every sin. These awful fruits of his transgression were, moreover, as far as could be known to Adam and Eve in
their disobedient act, irremediable, no Covenant of healing mercy in
a Lamb, Who should be slain, being revealed until after the Fall, and
"the breach of the Covenant of Works being absolutely irreparable
under that Covenant. For, as virginity, once lost, can never be
recovered, so the Covenant of Works, once violated, can never be
repaired. Infinite Justice had been offended, and, requiring infinite
satisfaction, such satisfaction finite beings can never perform."
Besides, man is a rebel under sentence of death, and to man, estranged
and at enmity, this Covenant can only declare that sentence, and
contains no word of reconciliation. Under the curse of this broken
Covenant all mankind have been brought-and not the Jew only at
Mount Sinai and Mount Ebal-for redemption from the curse in Christ
Jesus must be made at Mount Calvary for the election of grace, whether
from the Jew or from the Gentile. This sufficiently proves that the
Covenant of Works, with its curse attached to any disobedience, dates
from the creation of man, and not from the Mosaic dispensation.
The transgression of Adam also caused the universal misery and all
the oppression of the innocent creatures of God. Hence St. Paul
says, " that the creature was made subject to vanity," and that" the
whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together." For the
glorious hope in the inspired words of Rom. viii. 19-23, the reader
may be referred to the excellent treatise of Christ's martyr, John
Bradford, contained in his writings (Parker Society). The disobedience
of the first Adam reached its acme of awful sinfulness, in that it
rendered necessary the death, in shame and wounds, and under the
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curse, of the Second Adam, that the eternal purposes of grace and
mercy in the Covenant of Life, which are from everlasting as well as
to everlasting (Psa. ciii. 17, 18), might be righteously and sweetly
fulfilled.
Our author has wisely and accurately distinguished the several
causes of Adam's disobedience. The instrumental cause was the
devil in the serpent. The efficient cause is, he says, " hard to discover.
Indeed, properly Adam's sin had no efficient cause at all, but rather
a deficient cause. God (the all-Holy) could neither directly nor
indirectly be any cause of Adam's transgression (Eccl. vii. 29; Jam. i.
29). Adam, being created (necessarily) mutable, though upright,
and not being confirmed and established immovably in good, but left
to the mutability of his own power and will (for God was under no
necessity or obligation so to confirm him), declined unto evil." This
is our author's solution, and it is the only reverent and the only true
one, of this mystery of the Fall.
He further suggests that Adam's banishment and exile from the
garden of Eden was a most merciful provision-" that he might not
delude himself with any vain hope of life by the sacrament of the
Covenant of Works": so, that is, taking of the fruit of the tree of
life under the false belief that that fruit could ex opere operata confer
life. A parallel may be found in the words of our Lord in St. John
vi. 63.
Our author then returns with holy delight to the contemplation
of the Covenant of Grace and Faith, and emphasizes, as a special mystery
of the Divine grace, the giving of the promise of "the Seed of the
woman," the Redeemer and Mediator of the New Covenant, almost
at the very instant of the Fall. This, he argues, affords a precious
evidence that all the purposes of grace had been eternal in God (Heb.
xiii. 20), and that the decree of predestinating mercy in Christ received
this immediate manifestation upon the very occasion of man's misery
by the Fall, that there might be given a revelation of that mercy,
as eternally prepared, to all who by that mercy should be quickened
into the sense of, and desire for, itself (Jer. xxxi. 3). And then, our
author exclaims, "0 sweet Covenant of Faith, that opens a door of
hope and mercy (Hos. ii. 14, 15) even then, when the broken Covenant
of Works can know no mercy! 0 blessed tidings of grace in the "Seed
of the woman, telling that a law-breaking sinner may have an allsufficient Saviour and Mediator: that the breach of the Covenant of
Works, grounded upon mutable nature, should be repaired by the
Covenant of Faith in Christ, founded upon immutable grace. Come
and see! see and admire (he devoutly continues), the severity, the
goodness, the wisdom of God: His severity in that sin shall be rewarded
with death, even the most bitter death of the Surety and Mediator
of this Covenant of Grace: His goodness, in that those sinners (for whom
He dies) shall be restored to life. If the first Covenant had not been
marred, the second Covenant had not been revealed. If the earthly
Adam had not been ruined, the Second Adam had not been promised.
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If theZone transgression in Adam had not been so grievous, the superabounding grace of God had not, in Christ, appeared so glorious."
These sacredly impassioned words will lead us from the ways, shadowed
by the curse, by which the unhappy exiles of Eden went forth from
their created home, into those bright ways of grace and hope, ever
increasing through the ages in clearness of light, where there are" the
footsteps of the flock," for whom the Shepherd, Who is the Mediator
of the New Covenant, gave Himself to death at Golgotha: a flock,
in themselves always poor and needy, so poor, indeed, that only the
riches of eternal love and sovereign grace in a Covenant salvation,
"ordered in all things and sure," can satisfy their need and comfort
their hearts (Psa. lxxxvi. 4).

THE

BELIEVER'S RIDDLE.

By

RALPH ERSKINE.

THOUGH in my flesh dwells no good thing,
Yet Christ in me I joyful sing,
Sin I confess, and I deny;
For, though I sin, it is not I.
I sin against, and with, my will:
I'm innocent, yet guilty still.
Though fain I'd be the greatest saint,
To be the least I'd be content.
My lowness may my height evince,
I'm both a beggar and a prince;
With meanest subjects I appear,
With kings a royal sceptre bear.
I'm both unfettered and involved;
By law condemned, by law absolved;
My guilt condignly punished see,
Yet I, the guilty one, go free.
My gain did by my loss begin;
My righteousness commenced by sin;
My perfect peace by bloody strife;
Life is my death, and death my life.
I am not worth one dusty grain,
Yet more than worlds of golden gain;
Though worthless I myself endite,
Yet shall as worthy walk in white.
GOD'S -servants should be prepared for all events, whether prosperous
or adverse.
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$etlmm£l anlJ j)totC£l of .sCtlUOn£l.
THE TEMPTATION OF JOB.
A SERMON BY

THE LATE

REV. W. H. KRAUSE, M.A., DUBLIN.

" Then Satan answered the Lord and said, Doth Job fear God for
nought? Hast not Thou made an hedge about him, and about his house,
and about all that he hath on every side,. Thou hast blessed the work 0/
his hands, and his substance is increased in the land. But put forth
Thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse Thee to Thy
face."-JoB i. 9, 10, 11.
ONE of the most instructive lessons to the family of God is in the Book
of Job. The opening of this book takes us into some of the most
mysterious departments of the spiritual world; and it is because it is
so very mysterious that many men have thought that the wisest plan
is to make the whole Book of Job an allegory. The Book of Job was
written by the Holy Ghost, and placed by the finger of God where it
stands in the canon of Scripture.
The man who forms the subject of this very remarkable book is
taken notice of by one of the prophets as an instance of a righteous
man, and classed as such with Noah and Daniel. When the Apostle
James is writing his Epistle by the dictation and inspiration of the
Holy Ghost, he refers the Christians to whom he writes to the history
of Job. He does not speak of it as a fabulous story, but he appeals to
it as a fact, and he speaks of the man who is the subject of this book
as a real person.
The character of Job is presented to us in two passages in the first
chapter of this book. The first verse tells us, that he was " A man .
perfect and upright: one that feared God, and eschewed evil." In
the 8th verse the Lord is represented as speaking to Satan, and asking
him, "Hast thou considered My servant Job, that there is none like
him in the earth, a perfect and upright man, one that feareth God,
and escheweth evil ~" It would appear that when Satan was
demanded as to where he had been, he said he had been going" to and
fro in the earth, and walking up and down in it"; then comes the
question, "Hast thou considered My servant Job ~" How Satan
came to be in such a place, or in what manner communications are
made by that evil spirit to the Lord J ehovah, I cannot tell; but I
believe it, to the letter, as it is recorded by the Holy Ghost.
The outward circumstances of this man are described as having
been most prosperous. The abundant blessing of the Lord had rested
upon him, and upon all that he had. Now, this outward prosperity,
and this uprightness of character, made this man the object of Satan's
malice and assault. I believe that the force of the question which
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was asked by the Lord, is not, Have you happened to see My servant
Job? or, Have you considered what sort of man he is? but rather, I
believe that the Lord J ehovah, Who could read into the very soul of
that wicked one, put the question in this way, "Hast thou set thy
heart on Job?" This is literally the word in the Hebrew. Hast
thou placed thy heart on him, gloating over him as the prey you want
to devour? It is precisely what our Lord tells us, though the Greek
word is not the same, nor does it imply the same meaning as the Hebrew
word here; but still it is precisely what our Lord tells us, when He says
to Peter, "Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as
wheat." The word there is, He wants you, he has really asked for
you. It appears to me that both passages imply that the enemy of
souls fixed his intent gaze upon these servants of the Lord-the one
in Old Testament, the other in New Testament times.
The answer which Satan makes is the subject which comes under
our consideration at this time; and it presents two subjects for our
marked attention-first, what Satan understood well; and, secondly,
what he understood nothing about.
In the first place, we shall see that he was capable of forming a very
accurate estimate of the condition of Job outwardly, and of the reasons
why Job was in this condition; because God had placed " an hedge
about him, and about his house, and about all that he had on every
side."
In the second place, we shall see that there was another thing which
he did not understand; for he misrepresented the motive which
actuated Job in all that he did. "Doth Job fear God for nought? "
Satan, you see, misrepresented Job's motive; he did not understand it.
He was ignorant of the principle and the power which sustained this
man of God, and which would sustain him to the end, under the trial
which the Lord in His providence was about to lay upon him. For
he says, "Put forth Thine hand now, and toueh all that he hath, and
he will curse Thee to Thy face."
This testimony that Satan bears as to the outward condition of
God's servant, and as to the causes of that outward prosperity, are
worth attending to; because it is the testimony of an enemy, and it
is an unexaggerated testimony. The devil, you know, is an intelligent
and wise spirit, and, liar though he be, he knows that there is no use
in making things appear other than they are to the Lord; he may
to us, but he knows that he cannot to the Lord. This testimony was
wrung from him by the force of fact. Many a time, no doubt, he had
endeavoured to circumvent this child of God; many a time, no doubt,
he had endeavoured to get over that hedge which was round about
him, and about his house. What a view this gives us of the condition
of every child of God. I do not believe that Job stood in a higher
position than anyone of us who, through grace, is brought to believe
the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, what I read of him
I believe to be true of every believer in the family of the Lord. If
we had time, we could show you many passages which speak of the
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preciousness of every child of God, insignificant as many of them deem
themselves to be-we could show you what a large portion of the
Book of God is taken up with descriptions of the value and the
security of the Lord's dear people.
Let me remind you of some of the remarkable expressions which are
used in reference to this people. Let us have two or three testimonies
from the Old Testament first; for the people whose history is recorded
in the Old Testament were a type of the people of God in all ages.
You remember what the Lord says with regard to this people in the
2nd of Zechariah, "He that toucheth you, toucheth the apple of His
eye." There cannot be a stronger expression used to convey the idea
of the Lord's watchful care of His people. Think of it! Think of
the manner in which you exercise that care individually over the apple
of your eye. Think of what to you is an involuntary guard, that you
put over that tender part of your body, when any little mote is ready
to make an inroad upon it. This is just what the Lord says that He
does for His people; He looks upon them as " the apple of His eye."
Take another passage, the 2nd verse of the 125th Psalm, " As the
mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is round about His
people, from henceforth even for ever."
Take another, the 7th verse of the 34th Psalm, " The angel of the
Lord encampeth round about them that fear Him, and delivereth
them."
These are some Old Testament declarations. I give them to you
merely as specimens of a large class of passages which describe the
unceasing care, the elaborate guardianship which the Lord affords to
His people.
Let us now turn to New Testament declarations on the same subject.
Our Lord says to His disciples, "The very hairs of your head are all
numbered." "Your Father," He says again-" your Father knoweth
that ye have need of all these things."
If you turn to the Epistles, you find that God's people are there
spoken of as " kept," guarded, garrisoned, by the power of God. These
are realities, brethren. The reason why you and I do not enter into
these things as we ought, and rejoice in them as we ought, is because
of our unbelief.
This was the hedge which Satan saw round about the Lord's servant,
Job. He said that the Lord had planted an hedge about him, and
about his house, and about all that he had on every side. Just in the
same way as in the 5th of Isaiah God represents the outward visible
Church of the Jews as a vine, which He had planted in a walled-in
vineyard; and when He would describe the inroads which should be
made on the peace of that people, He tells us, " I will take away the
hedge thereof, and it shall be eaten up: and break down the wall
thereof, and it shall be trodden down." It is as if the hedge which
God had planted round the visible Church had been removed, and it
had become like the world around, a large waste and common, through
which the beasts of the forest may roam; whilst His own people are
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represented as "kept by the power of God." No inroad can be made
on their peace, outwardly or inwardly, except by Divine permission.
You remember what the Apostle James says, in reference to Job,
"Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the
Lord, that the Lord is very pitiful and of tender mercy."
Here, then, is a condition which Satan understood well. Now, do
not let it be said, as it has been sometimes said of ministers of the
Gospel, who are anxious to open out the precious privileges of God's
people-do not let it be said that in our spirit of uncharitable exclusiveness we exclude a mass of people around us-that we merely speak of
a favoured few. We speak of the favoured many; we speak of all the
Lord's people, wherever they are. And, brethren, if you individually
are enabled, at this time, to receive the message of pardon to your
sinful souls, there is not one single blessing belonging to the Church of
God that you cannot lay hold on, and say, I bless God this belongs to
me as much as to the oldest and most advanced Christian. We desire
to echo from this place that precious saying which you heard this day
from the reading-desk, "To Him give all the prophets witness, that
through His name, whosoever believeth in Him shall receive remission
of sins." When you read this, do not qualify it; do not alter it; do
not reason about it. It is your duty to believe it.
Job, we would have you remember, was not by nature a better man
than any of us. He was an "upright man"; he seemed to have
been a special witness for the Lord; but it was not this that made him
the special object of Divine favour. It was because Job had been
loved of the Lord in the everlasting covenant "with an everlasting
love," that Job was what he was. The reason why God can bless any
of us, is just simply as He sees us in Christ. There is not a child of
God who would desire that he could be found in his own righteousness
before God.
i\.nd, then, look at the extent of the blessing. Satan says that the
Lord had blessed" the work of his hands," and that" his substance
was increased in the land." It seemed as if every step that that
patriarchal man took through this wilderness world was encircled by
the blessing of the Lord. Now, all these blessings belong to the family
of the Lord. Their sins are all forgiven, all blotted out; they are
called the" temples of the Holy Ghost"; they are God's own people.
And then, is there anything too good for those who are the Lord's
redeemed ones-redeemed with the blood of His own Son, sanctified
by the Spirit, everlastingly united to Jesus?
All this Satan could understand. But we now come to a department of things which he could not understand. As soon as he gets
off the department of fact, he is at a loss; now he is all astray; he
misrepresents the motive of this servant of God-" Doth Job serve
God for nought?" Pay attention to this, brethren, because perhaps
some of us have heard it said. Who would not be a religious man if
things always went right with him? There have been many who,
looking perhaps at the outward prosperity of some of God's children,
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have said, Ay; if I were to have such prosperity, I should be a religious
man, too. This is what the devil says here, You have given him
prosperity, you have given him the things which make his path smooth,
and this is the reason why he serves you. No doubt, Satan had seen
many who had walked apparently in the fear of the Lord for their own
interest; and I find in reading the Scriptures that prosperity with a
worldly man always produces one of two effects. It may perhaps
make the man intoxicated with prosperity, so that he shall be rampant
in rebellion against God. Read, at your leisure, the 73rd Psalm. You
remember also the description that is given in the 21st of Job, of those
to whom the Lord has given great outward prosperity, " Therefore"
(we are told), "therefore they say unto God, Depart from us, for we
desire not the knowledge of Thy ways." Look at this city-look at
the multitudes in this city, to whom God has given wealth, ease,
prosperity, comfort; and what are they doing ~ They are taking
everyone of these blessings, and wielding them as so many weapons
against the Lord.
But there is another effect that prosperity sometimes produces, and
it is a very interesting subject. Prosperity will often make a man
yield a kind of outward obedience to the Lord. The man walks in his
own path, and he feels that it would be just as well to have the Lord
with him as not. I said that this in an int~resting subject; for it
appears to me, though I do not give it as the right interpretation of
the prophecy-I say, it appears to me that the condition of the nations
at the time when the Lord shall reign over them, and when Satan shall
be bound, will be that of continuous prosperity; and that then all the
obedience that they shall render shall be either by constraint, because
of His ruling with the rod of iron, or because things are passing so
smoothly around them that their obedience will be feigned. And
then, at the expiration of the thousand years, these nations need but
the match of Satan's deceiving to be applied, and inst~ntly they shall
come up against the camp of the saints. I believe that what we now
see, on a small scale, shall be then manifested on a large scale. We
read in parable of those who in the time of prosperity" gladly receive
the Word"; they think it is very pleasant to be religious; but when
the day lours a little, when tribulation comes, then such poor plants
as these, for want of root, wither away. When the sun is up, they
.are scorched.
Now, this seems to have been the view which Satan took of Job's
case; He does not, he says, "fear God for nought." Satan knew
little of the motive by which Job was actuated; he did not understand
such a thing as " the love of God shed abroad in the heart by the HQly
Ghost"; he did not understand what is written in the 5th of 2nd
Corinthians, "The love of Christ constraineth us."
The reason why I ask your attention to this is, because the motives
of the Lord's people are often misunderstood. The Lord's people do
not serve Him for their own self-interest. I do not mean that the
Lord's people are indifferent to their self·interest, for Scripture says,
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"We love him, because He first loved us." Therefore, I should contradict Scripture if I said that the feeling of one's own standing before
the Lord did not make us really love Him. But the motive which
makes the Lord's people serve Him is the Divine life that is in them.
So that when we hear men say, We are to serve the Lord from gratitude,
or from love, we answer, There is gratitude, there is love, there is every
grace which God the Holy Ghost implants; but these are not the
fruits of the old corrupt nature, they are the fruits of the Spirit.
Satan did not understand this motive. Again, see his mistake in
another matter. He says, It is all very well in the time of prosperity;
he does not" fear God for nought;" but do You put forth Your hand
and touch all that he hath, and raee then if he will not curse Thee to
Thy face.
Satan knew very little of the principle which sustains God's people
in their obedient service. He tested this principle afterwards most
severely in Job's case. You recollect that in the 9th verse of the 2nd
chapte~, we are told that when he wanted to prove this principle he
had a ready instrument in Job's wife. He sets her to test his integrity;
and when the time of affliction had come, when the tide seemed to have
turned a little, then did this instrument of the Evil One come forth to
echo what he had said. Satan had said, "Put forth Thine hand now,
and touch all that he hath, and he will curse Thee to Thy face." She
goes to Job and she says, All these things are terribly against you,
" curse God and die."
Now, this principle which sustains the Lord's people is severely tried
from time to time. It was severely tried in Job's case; it was severely
tried in Asaph's case, as we find in the 73rd Psalm, where the Psalmist
tells us the thoughts which passed in his mind when he saw everything
against him, whilst the world around him was in great prosperity.
Read the 77th Psalm, and see again how severely it was tested with
this servant of God. You find him speaking of all he went through;
you hear him ask, Hath God forgotten to be gracious? It seemed to
him as if God had changed His whole character in reference to His
people; otherwise why should His poor servant be left to buffet the
waves alone? But afterwards he says, " This is mine infirmity, but I
will remember the years of the right hand of the Most High."
Now, it appears to me that God's people are often brought through
these trials for the purpose 'of testing their integrity before the world.
This is the way in which I understand that passage, where the Apostle
says to the people of God, " Ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season
(if need be) ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations." And
mark what the result was to be, "That the trial of your faith being
much more precious than of gold, which perisheth, though it be tried
with fire, might be found unto praise, and honour, and glory, at the
appearing of Jesus Christ."
Take the 38th Psalm, and see what conflicts and assaults the Lord's
servant went through, but at the end of all see how his faith comes out;
hear him say, " In Thee, 0 Lord, do I hope; Thou wilt hear, 0 Lord
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my God." It is in this way that the Lord keeps His people in their
seasons of trial. Men of the world do not understand that there is a
sustaining power in the Lord's people. This very power it was which
kept Peter. What did the Lord say to him? "I have prayed for
thee." There was an unseen transaction going on which Peter knew
nothing of, and though Satan desired to have him, the Lord had prayed
for him. This is the oil which keeps the soul alive; This is the unseen
" unction from the Holy One" which the Lord's people have.
What Satan here brings forward with respect to Job is a slander
against the Lord's people. He thought that if the pressure were only
put on tightly enough, the result would be that Job would not bear it.
The Lord's people shall come out of these trials; they shall be upheld
to the glory of the Lord's name. So that at the last Job shall have to
thank God for all his afflictions, personal and relative; Jeremiah shall
have to thank God for the dungeon into which he was cast; Jacob
shall have to thank God for all the anxiety he passed through; Paul
shall have to thank God for the stripes, the shipwrecks, the hungerings,
the thirstings-all those afflictions which he designates "light
afflictions," which work for us a "far more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory."
Now, dear friends, I would, in conclusion, leave with you this question, to be answered by yourselves in your own bosoms when you
return to your own homes-Is not all this worth havin{j? You heard
a very solemn passage read in the portion selected as the Gospel for
this day. You heard that a day is coming when the Lord shall shake
the heavens and the earth-a day is coming when the stars shall fall
from heaven-when the moon shall not give her light-"hen the Lord
Himself shall be revealed in His glory, and all His holy angels with
Him; and when that day comes, will it not be well for those to whom
the Lord shall then address the words, "Lift up your heads, for your
redemption draweth nigh"? And when that judgment shall come,
and when men shall be obliged to give an account of the things done in
the body, shall it not then be a great thing for the men who shall find
an hedge round about them? For, remember there can be no charge
brought against the children of God; they stand before God washed
in the blood of Christ, complete in the righteousness of Christ.
And as to temporals we ask, Has not the child of God the best of it ?
You cannot command prosperity. :Men may mock at the things of
God, and say, Give me of the world, let me drink deeply of it; but
they cannot command prosperity. God may embitter your providential
cup most grievously, and you cannot help it. And at such a time
where can the man go who has not Christ? Some of you have passed
through the trials of this life. I would ask the man who knows most
of the world, Will the world afford you, in the time of sorrow and
affliction, a bosom to rest on? You know it will not. The world is
well enough to men of the world when things are prosperous, but
the world appears in a very different character when things are not
prosperous. When the day of adversity comes, it will then be a
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fearful thing to be without a friend into whose ear you can pour your
tale of sorrow.
Dear brethren, I have not said one word to discourage you. I have
told you what the Gospel is. It is my Master's message which I come
to preach-forgiveness of sins through Jesus Christ. "This is the
record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in His
Son." I shall not alter it-I cannot alter it-I would not qualify it.
It is a glorious declaration, exactly suited to the poor, miserable,
bankrupt sinner. And, then, receiving this testimony, all the privileges
ofLGod's people belong to you. God will take care of you; He will not
only put an hedge around you, but He will take care that you shall
not depart from Him; for" He hath said, I will never leave thee, nor
forsake thee."
"THE LAST PRAYER OF THE SCRIPTURES."
NOTES

OF

A SERMON BY THE REV. J.
DRYPOOL, HULL.

J.

BEDDOW,

VICAR

OF

" The Spirit and the Bride say, Oome."-REv. xxii. 17.
THIS is a peculiarly precious portion of the inspired Scriptures. A
blessing is pronounced upon" him that readeth" and" them that
hear" the words of the prophecy of this book. With verse 20, the
text constitutes the last of the invitations of the Bible, and it is
specially significant and important. Indeed, it may be said to stand
alone in the whole range of inspiration, forming what is really the
last prayer in the Scriptures.
1. Notice the structure. The "Spirit" and the "Bride" are
united in a loving invitation. The whole scene is in very striking
contrast with Gen. iii. 22-24. There we have the record of man's
expulsion from the first Paradise. In the passage under consideration
we are brought to the time when all this has been rectified. The
Lord Jesus Christ has bruised the Serpent's head, restored to the
redeemed "the right to the Tree of Life," and immediately following
the text is the final invitation to partake of the" Water of Life."
n. The most noticeable feature of the text is the manner of the
invitation. It proceeds from the "Spirit" and the "Bride." To
understand this unique description it is necessary to enquire as to
whom it is addressed. Separated from its context, it is usually
represented as addressed to sinners, inviting them to receive the Gospel
message. Even a cursory examination will correct that interpretation.
This blessed book, it must be remembered, is not the "Revelation of
St. John," but the" Apocalypse," the" revelation," the" unveiling"
of our adorable Redeemer, the Lord Jesus Christ. In v. 12 of this
chapter we have the Lord's promise" Behold, I come quickly"; and
in v. 16 He graciously adds the words, " I, Jesus, have sent Mine angel
to testify unto you these things in the Churches. I am the Root and
the Offspring of David, and the Bright and Morning Star." The text
is the loving response to these utterances, and to all that has gone
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before. It is, therefore, addressed to the Lord Jesus Christ, and
represents the Spirit and the Bride ardently longing for His appearance
in glory-" The Spirit and the Bride say, Come."
Ill. With regard to the Holy Spirit, His work was foretold at large
by our Lord before His crucifixion. See especially St. John xiv., xv.,
:xvi. Among other results of His efficacious ministry He was sent to
produc'e in the hearts of the redeemed the works of salvationrepentance, faith, hope. In reference to Christ, He had two great
commissions. (1) To call out and form the Spiritual Body of Christ,
His Church, His Bride. (2) To prepare in this way for His return as
Head of the Church triumphant, the Shepherd of the blood-bought
flock, the long-expected Bridegroom.
IV. "And the Bride." What is a bride ~ A woman about to be
married. Hence, the text brings us near the time of the actual
" marriage of the Lamb." Our Lord refers to this in the Parable of
the" Ten Virgins." In the sixth verse of that parable we read, " At
midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the Bridegroom cometh, go
ye out to meet Him" (St. Matt. xxv. 6). Marriages in the East were
usually celebrated at night. The marriage of the Lamb will be at
the midnight of this world's history. The world beguiles itself with
the notion that it is living in a brilliant day of glorious achievements,
a day of marvellous progress and wonderful discoveries. A spurious
form of Christianity has fallen under the spell of outward things, and
sets itself to conform to worldly expedients. Hence, on the one hand,
it adopts a broad-minded latitudinarianism, to commend itself to
modern enlightenment; on the other hand, it displays a gorgeous
ceremonialism to correspond with the world's idea of a Kingdom of
God which cometh "with observation "-Greek. "with outward
show." In opposition to all this, the Scripture saiTs we are living in
the "night." Bt. Paul says, "The night is far spent, the day is at
hand." Our Lord Himself, speaking in the Canticles, says, "Until
the day dawn and the shadows flee away, I will get Me to the mountain
of myrrh, and to the hill of frankincense." That is where He now
is. He has passed through the gloomy portals of the grave, and
ascended the hill of priestly intercession, perfuming with His allsufficient merits the persons and the prayers of all who come unto the
Father through Him. He is as the man who has gone into a far country,
to receive a kingdom and to return. At the period to which the text
refers His return is nigh at hand, for He says, "I am .. the Bright and
Morning Star "-the "Star" about to rise and disperse the gloom
of sin and death, which has so long enshrouded the world, and is fast beclouding the professing Church. "And the Spirit and the Bride say, Come."
V. Preparatory to His "glorious appearing," or "appearing in
glory," the Holy Spirit is calling out redeemed sinners to form His
Bride. His work is beautifully prefigured in Gen. xxiv. 4, 15, 35, 53,
58. There Eliezer is sent on a mission to fetch a bride for his master's
son. Under divine guidance he makes a long journey through the
wilderness, and is brought to Rebekah. To her he tells d the greatness
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of his master, speaks of his mission for his master's son, and he brings
forth" jewels of silver and jewels of gold and raiment, and gives them
to Rebekah." Thus she is won for Isaac. The vital question for us
is, Have we experienced in our hearts that which these things represent?
Do we know anything of the gracious drawings of the Holy Spirit, or
of the" jewels of silver and jewels of gold" of the Gospel? Can we
join in the invitation of the text? Too many professing Christians
cannot do so. They have not yet had their fill of the world and its
pleasures. They are not by any means absorbed in the love of Jesus.
They have certainly no desire for Him to return just yet. They
attach more importance to the accomplishment of their own plans and
devices. If this be so with anyone of us, what searchings of heart it
should produce! How different it is to the attitude of the true Christian, and those who are to compose the Bride of Christ, as that attitude
is presented in the sacred Scriptures. Notice especially three portions
of the inspired Word. "Whom having not seen ye love; in Whom,
though now ye see Him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory" (1 Pet. i. 8). "Seeing then that all these things
shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy
conversation and godliness; looking for and hasting unto" (margin,
"hastening") the coming of the day of God" (Titus ii. 11 and 12).
"EVEN so, COME, LORD JESUS" (Rev. xx. 20).
I'M BUT A BRUISED REED.
" A bruised reed shall He not break."-MATT. xii. 20.
To Jesus oft I make complaints,
For pity often plead;
For, ranked among the weakest saints,
I'm but a bruised reed.
But little outward life I show,
And weak in word and deed,
But He'll not quench the smoking tow,
Nor break the bruised reed.
How many saints, as frail as I,
I love, and fain would lead,
But I to Him can only cry,
For I'm a bruised reed.
But mercy Jesus ever shows.
Re break me? No, indeed!
He's full of love, and well He knows
I'm but a bruised reed.
Then let me lean upon His love,
In all my wants and needs,
While He prepares the place above
For all His bruised reeds.

From " The Remembrancer."
39
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. JOHN GILL, D.D.

OUR portrait this month is that of the great Nonconformist divine
best known as the author of the comprehensive and learned" Exposition
of the Old and New Testaments," bearing his name, and which was
republished, in six royal octavo volumes-in the fifties-by the late
beloved Rev. Dr. Doudney, the type being set in the" Printing School"
founded by him in his parish of Bonmahon, Co. Waterford. J ORN
GILL, born at Kettering, Northamptonshire, in November, 1697, was
the son of Mr. Edward Gill and Elizabeth his wife, who, both gracious
characters, diligently trained up their child in the ways of the Lord.
They sent him to the Grammar School in the town, where he displayed
remarkable aptitude for learning, and far out-distanced boys much
older than himself. The Greek and Latin classics were absorbingly
his delight. By an unexpected providence, however, his attendance
at school was early arrested. His parents, being Nonconformists,
conscientiously refused to consent to the demand of the headmaster
that he should attend daily service at the parish church with the other
boys. Difficulties arose in regard to other educational opportunities,
and the youth was reduced to the expedient of home study. This, until
his nineteenth year, he prosecuted zealously, perseveringly, and with
extraordinary success. Logic, rhetoric, natural and moral philosophy
were diligently read, and, with the help of Buxtorf's Hebrew grammar
and lexicon, he surmounted the chief difficulties of the sacred language' and became able to read it with great ease and pleasure.
His mind appears to have been seriously impressed when he was
quite young. An account, with which we have met, states that:
a Mr. Wallis, of Kettering, having preached a sermon from Gen. iii. 9" And the Lord called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art
thou ~ "-this challenge continued to sound in the youth's ears and
to search his soul. He now began to see and feel the depravity of
his nature, the exceeding sinfulness of sin, and his need of salvation
through the merits of Christ. The Spirit then proceeded very
graciously to reveal to his soul the finished atonement of the Lord
Jesus, and to afford him peace through the blood of the cross. He
joined the congregation of Particular Baptists at Kettering in 1706.
On the evening of the day of his baptism, as a believer in Christ, a
prayer-meeting was held at which he delivered an address on the
53rd chapter of Isaiah. On the following Lord's-day he preached
on the words: "For I determined not to know anything among you,
save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified." This was his first sermon,
and the Lord enabled him by His grace to abide faithfully by this
determination to the end of his laborious and spiritually fruitful life.
The Person, redeeming work, and infinite merits of the Crucified One
were his unvarying theme and message. For a time he was engaged
in preaching the Word of God's pure truth at Higham Ferrars and
the adjacent villages. Early in the year 1719, the Baptist Church
meeting in Fair Street, Horselydown, Southwark, having by death
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lost their pastor-Mr. Benjamin Stinton (son-in-law of the famous
Benjamin Keach, author of "Tropologia: a Key to Open Scripture
Metaphors ")-invited Mr. Gill to come to London and preach to
them. The result of this visit was his becoming their minister; and
he was ordained to the Pastoral office over them, in March, 1720.
With this congregation he remained to the close of his ministerial
labours, a period of fifty-one years. In the year 1729 he commenced
a Wednesday evening lecture in Great Eastcheap, which he continued
for more than twenty-six years. During his latter years he devoted
himself-coincidently with his work in Horselydown-to the masterpiece of his life, namely, the preparation of his profoundly learned
commentary on the inspired Scriptures. The work was originally
issued in nine volumes folio; and to this colossal publication he added
his" Body of Divinity" in three volumes, "The Cause of God and
Truth," in four volumes, a volume on "Practical Divinity," and
other writings. Amongst these should be named his treatise on the
"Exposition of Solomon's Song," a composition rich in the stores
of Rabbinical learning, a branch of literature in which few scholars
could equal him in ripe knowledge. Of his advocacy of the distinguishing doctrines of God's sovereign grace the immortal Augustus
Montague Toplady observed, "Certainly no man has treated that
momentous subject, the system of Divine Grace-in all its branchesmore closely, judiciously, and successfully.' The manual labour
involved in the preparation of his extensive manuscripts for the press
may be guessed when it is stated that the whole of them were writ!en
out by his own hand, and corrected and revised by himself as they
came from the printer-no one else reading the proof-sheets, which
abounded in Hebrew and Greek quotations. In the year before his
death (1770) he wrote in the margin of a sheet of letterpress the
words: "The last of more than ten thousand" !
In 1748 Mr. GILL was presented by the University of Aberdeen
with the honorary degree of D.D. Upon being complimented by
his friends on the distinction conferred upon him, the good man
quaintly replied, "I neither sought it, nor thought it, nor bought it."
A new chapel having been erected for his congregation in Carter Lane,
Tooley Street, Dr. GILL opened it on October 9th, 1757, preaching
from Exod. xx. 24, when, among other things he said, "We enter
upon this new place of worship by recording the name of the Lord
therein; namely, by preaching the doctrines of the grace of God;
of free and full salvation alone by Jesus Christ; and by the administration of Gospel ordinances, as they have been delivered to us.
What doctrines may be taught in this place after I am gone, is not
for me to know; but as for my own part, I am at a point; I am determined, and have been long ago, what to make the subject of my
ministry. It is now upwards of forty years since I entered into the
work, and the first sermon I ever preached was from these words of
the Apostle, 'I determined not to know anything among you, save
Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.' Through the grace of God I have
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been enabled, in some good measure, to abide by the same resolution
hitherto; and I hope by divine assistance, I ever shall, as long as I
am in this tabernacle, and engaged in this solemn work. I am not
afraid of the reproaches of men; I have been inured to these, from
my youth upwards. 'None of these things move me.'" Toplady,
referring to the learned and pious labours of GILL and his testimony
of the glorious Gospel of the free grace of God, wrote: "So far as
the doctrines of the Gospel are concerned, GILL never besieged an error
which he did not force from its strongholds; nor ever encountered
an adversary to the truth whom he did not bailie and subdue. His
doctrinal and practical writings will live, and be admired, and be a
standing blessing to posterity when their opposers are forgotten, or
only remembered by the refutations he has given them. While true
religion and sound learning have a single friend remaining in the
British Empire, the works and name of GILL will be precious and
revered." With holy calmness and heavenly peace of mind this
eminent servant of Christ fell asleep in Him, at Camberwell, on
October 14th, 1771, his last words being, " 0 my Father, my Father! "
His redeemed remains were honourably interred in Bunhill Fields,
a sacred spot where also repose the bodies of John Bunyan and several
hundreds of Gospel ministers and other persons of note. The tomb
erected in memory of the DOCTOR contains a Latin inscription penned
by Dr. Samuel Stennett, of which the follo'wing translation has been
given: "In this sepulchre are deposited the remains of JOHN GILL,
Professor of Sacred Theology-a man of unblemished reputation,
a sincere disciple of Jesus, an excellent preacher of the Gospel, a
courageous defender of the Christian Faith-who, adorned with piety,
learning, and skill, was unwearied in work of prodigious labour for
more than fifty years. -To obey the commands of his Great Master,
to advance the best interests of the Church, to promote the Salvation
of men, impelled with unabated ardour, he put forth all his strength.
He placidly fell asleep in Christ, the 14th day of October, in the
year of our Lord, 1771, in the 74th year of his age."
It may be remembered that a few years since, we mentioned in this
MAGAZINE that it was a suggestion of the late Mr. W. H. Collingridge
to raise a fund for the repair of Dr. GILL'S tomb, which had fallen into
decay. The illness and subsequent death of our friend prevented
the realisation of the proposal. Recently, however, a reader of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, who holds the writings of Dr. GILL in very high
spiritual esteem, has expressed his kind readiness to contribute a sum
of money, should a repair fund be decided upon, and other readers
of our publication communicate their acquiescence in such a scheme.
The portrait which appears this month is a facsimile of one that was
engraved specially for the MAGAZINE, and appeared in the volume for
1776. It is, therefore, probable that its publication was due to Mr.
Toplady, who edited these pages .at that period, and who entertained
for Dr. GILL'S soundness in the faith unqualified confidence.
THE EDITOR.
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Q!OttC£,ponl:Jence.
POOR IN THIS WORLD-RICH IN FAITH.

To the Edl:tor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
My DEAR BROTHER IN THE LORD :WHAT a secret to be in Christ, Who is the Resurrection and the Life,
the Alpha and the Omega! He is the All, and in All, of a poor sinner's
salvation in the midst of a ruined, lost world. I trust this letter will
find you well and enjoying much of the presence and consolation of
the God of Israel-the Three who are the one essential and eternal
Godhead-Father, Son, and Holy Ghost-God in covenant for the
salvation of His Church. I am fairly well myself, at 67. What a
delightful summer we have had, and now the balmy breath of autumn
is comforting to us. Oh for a heart full of adoring gratitude and
praise to Him, the sovereign only good. I do want to praise Him, but
do not know where to begin. But we shall never leave off while we
have our being in Him; and the Holy Ghost declares that there is
no separation of saints from their King, nor from each other. "God
be merciful to me, a sinner," was my first prayer when the Holy Spirit
plunged me in the fountain of blood, and Christ was revealed to me,
and in me, the Hope of Glory. It is my prayer still, and will be till
my latest breath.
The Lord has just taken a dear brother in Him from this institution
to glory everlasting-Brown by name. His spiritual name was
"Jabez "-and so is mine (1 Chron. iv. 9, 10). He told me his ministerial commission, when the Lord sent him to preach, was Judges vi.
14-18, and he advised me to seek to be like Gideon, and I thought I was.
Poor Gideon was a man subject to like passions as we are. How
wisely he was enabled to obey the Lord's command (verse 25). In his
case, "the fear of man" was not allowed to be ensnaring, but what a
deal of encouragement he needed, and how kindly the Lord indulged
him. I am not aware whether you knew Mr. Brown personally. I
think he walked home with me from St. David's, Hollowav, one Lord'sday morning, many years ago. He then said to me th~t The Angel
who was with me at my new-birth would never leave me. This caused
me great searching of heart. On the Friday previous to his homegoing he said to me, " I want to go to Jesus, and take you and my wife
and one or two more with me." He repeated a passage from the ode,
" Vital spark of heavenly flame." His wife, a son in the faith, a nurse
whom he loved, and I, saw his precious dust laid in the grave. He
hated the Arminian scheme, and so do I, believing it to be the root of
Popery. Believe me to remain, dear Mr. Ormiston, yours in the One
Head-our precious Jesus,
CHARLES BAKER.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR,
WITH your kind permission I beg to send a few letters, referring to
to our Mission, for insertion in the valuable GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

FROM A CHAPLAIN.
" Thank you for the parcels, which will be carefully distributed. I
have recently had requests from a gentleman at Genoa for some Gospel
tracts. I have sent him a supply both English and Italian."
FROM A SERGEANT.
.. I beg to acknowledge the receipt of the large parcel of books you
have kindly sent for distribution among our soldiers. Please accept
my very grateful thanks. I trust they may be a means of blessing to
many."
FROM ANOTHER.
.. The magazines will be most useful to us, and I beg to tender you
my very grateful thanks for your kind remembrance of our needs."
FROM A CAPTAIN.
" I am, indeed, very much obliged to you for parcels of Gospel book!!
and tracts, just to hand. It is a very great help to us indeed."
Yours sincerely,
Gospel Book Mission,
R. E. RIDER.
Salisbury, Sept., 1906.
ALL THINGS SERVE THE LORD.
" All things serve Thee" (Ps. cxix. 9, P.B.V.)

Rosy clouds of morn;
Golden stars of night
Shining radiantly
0'er earth's highest height;
Saints and seraphim
By Heaven's jasper sea,
Serve the Lord of all,
Who once served for me.
Crystal river-tides
Sweeping grandly by,
Quiet glassy lakes
Mirroring azure sky;
Pearly drops of dew
Decking lawn and lea,
Serve the Lord of all,
Who once served for me.
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Crimson roses sweet,
Snowy lilies slight,
Purple pansies soft,
Scarlet poppies bright;
Meek blue violets
Shedding fragrance free
Serve the Lord of all,
Who once served for me.
Copper beeches dark,
Silver birches pale,
Yews with yellow blooms,
Tiny, fair, and frail ;
Hollies ever-green,
Like Heaven's fadeless tree,
Serve the Lord of all,
Who once served for me.
Chirping sparrows brown,
Singing thrushes grey,
Black-caps shy of man,
Red-breasts bold and gay;
Swift-winged swallows wise,
Which from winter flee,
Serve the Lord of all,
Who once served for me.
And I, even I,
Who was Satan's slave:
I who might have sunk
Into hell's dread grave:
I in my small sphere,
By divine decree,
Serve the Lord of all,
Who once served for me.
ISA.

IF there be any holy fire in us, it is kindled from heaven by the
" Father of lights," who" commanded light to shine out of darkness."
.~s it is kindled in the use of means, so it is fed.
The light in us, and the
light in the Word, spring one from the other, and both from one Holy
Spirit; and therefore if men regard not the Word, it is because there
is no light in them. Heavenly truths must have a heavenly light to
discern them. Natural men see heavenly things, but not in their own
proper light, but by an inferior light. God in every converted man
putteth light into the eye of his soul, proportionable to the light of
truths revealed unto him. A carnal eye will never see spiritual things.Sibbes.
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BOAZ AND RUTH.
By THE LATE REV. JOHN MACGOWAN.

" And they lifted up their voice, and wept again: and Orpah kissed
her mother-in-law,. but Ruth clave unto her. And she said, Behold thy
sister-'in-law is gone bacle to her people, and to her gods,. return thou
after thy sister-in-law.":-RuTH i. 14, 15.
THE Son of God being ordained the Saviour of all who believe, of the
Gentiles as well as the Jewish race, it was necessary he should derive
His human body of the substance of each; that affinity by blood
might between them subsist, and consistently He might become their
common Saviour; or, in the language of prophecy, "that He might be
a Light to enlighten the Gentiles, and the Glory of His people Israel."
In order to this, the seed of the Gentiles must be mingled with the
Jews in that line from which Messiah was to descend. To accomplish
which, a long train of providences is introduced as necessary; as,
a great famine must take place in the land of Israel, in which even
men of property found it difficult to procure the staff of life. Elimelech
and Naomi are driven from their possession, to sojourn in the land
of Moab; there must their sons, Mahlon and Chilion, marry each a
Moabitish woman; die, and be buried in the land of strangers; and
old Elimelech himself must pay his debt to nature, and not return
to the land of his God to recultivate his paternal inheritance: by all
which, this mother in Israel, this desolate widow, led a life of bitterness,
and chose to be called Marah rather than Naomi, because the Lord
had dealt very bitterly with her. We may see from this history, as
well as many others, that by the sufferings of His servants, the
unerring Majesty of heaven and earth is pleased to bring His purposes
to pass, for His own glory, and their ultimate felicity.
What a mixture of sweetness would the waters of bitterness, drunk
by this good woman, have received, from the knowledge of God's
gracious designs; by the emptying of her to introduce the fulness of
the Gentiles, and make her the honoured nurse of the ancestor of
Jesus, the Saviour of sinners. The leading steps of divine Providence
thus briefly hinted at; I shall consider the names, dispositions, and
conduct of these daughters of Naomi.
Concerning Orpah, who was so loving as to kiss her mother-inlaw, and yet had not affection enough to cleave to her, like her
sister Ruth. There is such a thing as being neither cold nor hot,
which seems from the issue to have been Orpah's condition; but
it is a dreadful situation, if that threatening den~1ll1ced against the
Church of Laodicea is to be regarded. Orpah signifies stiff-necked,
which in one sense was applicable, in another inapplicable. In
civil life, and as a member of society, her conduct was amiable:
in point of relational duty, she was loving and obedient; but
as to her religion, she preferred her Pagan connections to the
privileges of the house of Israel. Her country, her kindred, and her

The Gospel Magazine.

617

gods were dearer to her than her mother-in-law, and the inheritance
of Jehovah. Orpah seems to have gone a great way with Naomi,
and after all went back to her kindred and her gods. So we see some
put on a profession of religion, and for a season continue with the
Church. Like stony-ground hearers, they spring up into seeming
Christianity on some ruffiing of conscience, or some ferment in the
passions: but being, alas! destitute of sufficient root, they cannot
bear the scandal and mortifying influence of the cross. For want
of love to a crucified Lord, they are not able to endure the pains of
crucifixion. Having no proper relish for things unseen, they cannot
find in their heart to part with carnal delights. As Orpah loved
Naomi, and wept at parting, they may love the people of God upon
inferior considerations, and it may grieve them to forsake them; but
still their country, and their gods, have the ascendancy over the
promised but unseen pleasures of Israel. Orpah turned her back
upon Naomi and her God, for the sake of her own pagan kindred, and
the house of her father.
Orpah being gone back to her kindred, we shall attend to
pious Ruth, whose conduct differed so widely from that of her
sister-in-law. "Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clave
to her." Ruth signifies "made drunken," as this young woman
had been by affliction, in the death of Elimelech her fatherin-law, and of his son, her husband, as well as her brother-in-law,
husband to Orpah, and now put to this trying alternative, either
to forsake her beloved, her godly mother-in-law, and all her hopes
in the God of Elimelech, or to forsake all that was near and dear to
her in the land of Moab.
The. heirs of the kingdom seldom escape tribulation in this mortal
life. Instructions are dispensed in the school of our heavenly Prophet,
by terrible things in righteousness. Very frequently we see the people
of God brought to pursue the honours of His sacred Name by the
bitter exercise of stripping providences.
Divine Providence was, as it were, big with signal honours, to be
conferred in future on this Moabitish damsel; and in the school of
affliction the all-wise Governor was pleased to train her up to a capacity
for bearing them gracefully. He empties those whom He intends
to fill, and humbles by affliction those whom He intends to honour. . . .
Ruth, the destined bride of honourable Boaz, must drink deep of the
cup of affliction before she is advanced to be named in the annals of
Israel.
Ruth also signifies watered, as was her soul with the gracious influence
of the sovereign Spirit, in order to her future fruitfulness, recorded in
the page of sacred history. . . . She had the same gloomy prospect
before her, which had deterred Orpah from any further pursuit; future
consequences were entirely set aside, and whatsoever might befall her,
she had fully determined to share in every circnmstance in life and
in death. Happy Ruth! Mistress of such eminent self-denial, to part
with all thy Moabitish connections for the'sake of a portion in Israel!
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Go on, blessed damsel, and thou shalt find" that whosoever forsaketh
houses or lands, wife or children, for the sake of our Jesus, shall receive
in this life a hundredfold, and in the end everlasting life." The
portion of Israel is not a barren wilderness.
o sinners, ye must be watered in order to become fruitful; born
again, that ye may love the Lord with a holy affection; "for if a man
be in Christ Jesus, he is a new creature; old things are done away
with him, and behold all things are become new." Divine charity is
not a native of this depraved soil; it is an exotic, and its seed is from
heaven. That heart, the imaginations of which are only evil continually,
cannot of itself produce love to the Lord our Saviour. "Ye must be
born again," says an incomparable Preacher. Lord, I believe, I
receive upon undoubted evidence the infallible testimony, and with
no happier lot than to enjoy the precious fruits of regeneration in
their most extensive latitude. . . . Ruth signifies filled, as this holy
damsel was with the sacred fruits of the blessed Spirit; and even
with the good things of Canaan, after her God had detached her from
her native connection, and emptied her of her former comforts.. , .
If He casts down into the dunghill, it is with a view to exalt unto
thrones, and to set you among the princes of His people. . . . Let us
note the difference between these two sisters. . . . Orpah came
along with Naomi to the borders of Moab, and went back sorrowing
for having lost her. Ruth would not be entreated to go back with
her sister, but resolved to cleave to her mother to the loss of all; to
cleave to her even amidst the bitterness which the Almighty had
brought upon her. . . . Only those who are cleansed by the washing
of regeneration, and the renewing of the Holy Ghost, will cleave to
Jesus and His believing Church, in the dark and cloudy day of
adversity.
" Entreat me not to leave thee," says amiable Ruth; it was painful
to her to hear her mother's entreaties. She knew not how to disobey;
yet in the present case she deemed disobedience even a virtue. Her
soul clave to her with a warm, an indissoluble attachment, she could
do anything with greater readiness than part with her beloved
mother-in-law. What a censure is this history upon such persons
of that mutual relation of mothers and daughters-in-law who are so far
from cleaving to one another that they are scarce able to live in the
same town, much less under the same roof with one another. I would
recommend this pleasing sacred history to the attentive regard of all
who stand in that endearing relation. . .. How little of the maxims
of the world is here discovered in the conduct of this pious Moabitess !
How little of that false, that hollow-hearted friendship, so disgracing
to mankind! The rich man hath friends enow. But how nobly
opposite to the custom of men to cleave to Naomi in her deepest
adversity. How like is this to the friendship of the heavenly Friend
of sinners, Who loveth at all times, was born for adversity, and sticketh
closer than a brother. Ruth clave to her mother-in-law. To come
at the force of the word.••• The royal prophet twice useth the same
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word as here in the text to signify his own affinity with the dust.
Psalm cxix. 25, " My soul cleaveth to the dust." Psalm xliv. 25, "For
our soul is bowed down to the dust, our belly cleaveth unto the earth."
Those who are acquainted with themselves cannot be at a loss to know
how close their connection is with that dust from whence they were
taken, and to which they shall return. . . . Pious Ruth followed
hard to share in her mother's fortunes, whether they should prove
favourable or adverse. . . .
To follow Christ consistently with His believing Church is necessary.
. . . Look to it, my brethren, that your first and principal concern
be the welfare of the Church, the honour of Jesus and His mediatorial
kingdom. If you seek first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness,
all other things shall be added to you; and you shall never have ii io
3ay that you have served God for nothing.
EPITAPH ON AN INFANT.
time since, at one of our much valued Bible-classes in connection
with St. Mary-le-Port, Bristol, when the subject of infant salvation
was discussed, one member quoted an epitaph, on an infant, word!!
both striking and terse that aroused considerable interest, and the
lines were several times asked for after the meeting. In the next
month's Gospel Magazine, the epitaph was quoted (in part) by dear
"Mary, of Leicester," on the sudden death of her infant grandson.
Enquiries have recently come to hand for these lines, and I am glad
to be able to give them in full, as also their origin-quoting from The
Christian Annotator, April, 1855. The enquirer who asks for their
author states that he read the lines upon a tombstone at Ripon
Cathedral, and that the inscription stated, "Beneath this stone six
infants lie." The answer is forthcoming in the June number, as
follows :-" I beg to inform the Rev. J. R. Echlin that the epitaph,
respecting which he enquires, was written by the Rev. David Brown,
of Calcutta, one of the first of the band of holy and devoted chaplains
and missionaries in the East, whose labours have been so greatly
blessed to the glory of our gracious Lord, and to the gathering in of
His elect. I send you a copy of the epitaph taken from an interesting
volume, entitled, Memorial Sketches of the Rev. David Brown, and have
since seen it inscribed on a gravestone in the churchyard of Newland,
Gloucestershire.
"Bold Infidelity! turn pale and die!
Under this turf an infant's ashes lie;
Say, Is it lost or saved ~
If death's by sin, it sinned, beeause 'tis here;
If heaven's by works, it can't in heaven appear!
Ah! reason, how depraved !Revere the Bible's sacred page,-the knot's untied ;It died through Adam's sin,-it lives, for Jesus died! "
SOKE

R.
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A FRAGMENT.
" A

LITTLE HAND."

depressed and trembling I had been for several days; much
ashamed at my doubts and fears; the dear Lord's own words to His
disciples of old seemed to ring in my ears, "Why are ye so fearful? How
is it that ye have no faith? " (Mark iv. 40). I am glad those questions
are to be found in our precious Bible, because they help the poor, weak,
trembling one to hope and cling. In rather a desponding spirit I
started for a walk, and had not gone many paces when I came upon
four little children. They all knew me, three come to our village
Sunday School, but the youngest is not quite old enough. He left
the others, ran across the road, and slipped his tiny little hand into
mine, looking up with a bright, con£.ding smile into my face, saying,
"Which way 00 go?" Only a few steps together could we walk,
but that dear little wee hand had comforted and cheered me.
What a lesson it had taught, and how sweetly it opened up the dear old
promise with a new light, " For I the Lord thy God will hold thy right
hand, saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help thee" (Isa. xli. 13). "I
will hold"; yes the Eternal Father, the Mighty God, will hold. How
precious; it is not my hold, but His; and how personal. Thy hand;
yes, Thy hand, poor weak one. Little Ernest's tiny hand was only
held a few moments, but the believer's hand is held always;
because we read, "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them,
and they follow Me. And I give unto them eternal life; and
they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out
of My hand" (John x. 27, 28). How safe and secure if held in the
Lord's firm grasp. Our gracious Saviour not only says, " I will hold,"
but He also says. "I will help thee." Hold and help, what more can
we want? And He links the two "I wills" together with a precious
" Fear not." Surely we timid ones ought to trust such a loving, tender
Promiser, and cling more firmly to such a promise. May the little
hand lead us with more con£.dence to the Eternal Hand, with the
plea, "Hold Thou me up, and I shall be safe."
The answer is sure to come, " For I the Lord thy God will hold thy
right hand, saying unto thee, Fear not, I will help thee."
VERY

" I want the Hand of Jesus
To hold me every day,
I want the Hand of Jesus
To keep me in the way.
" I want the Hand of Jesus
To chase my doubts and fears;
I want the Hand of Jesus
To wipe away my tears.
" I want the Hand of Jesus
To lead and guide me right;
I want the Hand of Jesus
At morning, noon, and night."
BETH.
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SOCIETY.

By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.

'\

ON September 6th, a well attended meeting was held at Walton-onNaze, when addresses were given by the Revs. T. H. Cook, Vicar of
Frinton, James Silvester, Vicar of Great Clacton, D. L. Johnson, Rector
of Peldon, with the Secretary, and other friends. The Rev. A. E.
Glover, of Folkestone, was unable to attend, but sent a touching
letter, referring especially to the death of General Sir W. Stirling, who
for many years presided over the Walton meetings. A liberal collection was taken at the close.
On Tuesday, October 9th, the Anniversary of the Brighton Auxiliary
will be held in the Royal Pavilion. The ladies will conduct a Sale
throughout the day, and at 3.30 General Sir R. Biddulph will preside
over a meeting, which will be addressed by the Rev. W. Sykes, of
Hillsborough, and other friends. The attendance of local sympathisers
and visitors to the town is heartily invited. The proceeds will be
devoted to the Society's Centenary Fund. The Home in Egremont
Place, where seven aged pilgrims dwell, has recently been renovated; it
is open for inspection daily.
The October Quarterly Record has been published. It contains a
portrait and sketch of the late Sir W. Stirling, and other illustrated
articles descriptive of the work and pensioners of the Society. Copies
will be sent, post free, for distribution amongst non-subscribers upon
application to the Office.
By kind permission of the Convener, the claims of the Society will
be advocated at the Clifton Conference on Wednesday, October 3rd.
The following sketch of one of the pensioners will give the readers of
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE a glimpse of the blessing the Lord is pleased to
make this Institution to be to His poor and aged people, no less than
1649 of whom are now upon the books, at a daily cost of £43 :M. A. B., aged 83, possesses a somewhat remarkable history. Called
by grace in early life, and having been endowed with great spiritual
and mental gifts, she devoted her life to the study and teaching of
God's Word, in order that she might impart to others the truth as it
is in Jesus. Left a widow in 1855, she went to Paris, and was used
of God whilst there in the capacity of ,Bible-woman, .often gathering
large numbers round her of the poor French folk. Later, she
became a member of the celebrated Baron Hart's Church in the
Rue Royale, and rEjIDai.ned quietly and unobtrusively doing her
work till the outbrl1ak of the terrible Franco-Prussian war in 1870.
At this time our friend was residing with a nephew, who owned
a prosperous cutlery business in the principal part of the city,
near the Tuileries. Her description of the shocking sights, great
hardships, and terrors of that war are indeed thrilling, the cannonading round the city being so awful as to completely undermine
her nervous system, causing life-long suffering from palsy to ensue.
Terrible havoc was caused by the Communists, who placed fire
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machines filled with paraffin in some of the principal thoroughfares,
setting.them alight, completely destroying the whole of the Rue Royale,
with the exception of Baron Hart's church, which was preserved in a
marvellous manner. Many poor creatures who had sought refuge in
the underground cellars of their houses were literally roasted to
death. When things became desperate, all who could get away fled.
Our friend then passed through the most trying experience of all,
and, in her own words, "Had it not been for the great goodness
and mercy of my precious Saviour I should never have escaped."
All had to leave without any property; thus M. A. B., with the rest,
lost everything excepting a little cash which she concealed. Arriving
at Dieppe, these poor creatures, numbering some 800, found a steamer
waiting to convey them to Newhaven, the journey-under ordinary
circumstances usually accomplished in about four hours-taking
fourteen, owing to a great gale raging in the Channel, notably the one
in which H.M.S. Captain was lost. Upon their arrival, God gave her
strength and courage to speak to her fellow-passengers, asking them to
join with her in a prayer of thanksgiving to Him for so mercifully
granting them such a miraculous escape from what each thought would
prove a watery grave. After returning to England, she became a resident at Hastings, where she had been permitted to do much useful
service in connection with the Bible and Female Mission, having as
many as 100 poor washerwomen and ironers on her books-members of
the two classes she regularly held. Our aged friend still resides in the
town, waiting patiently for her home-call, being affiicted with cancer
and palsy, which compelled her to relinquish her much-loved work.
Her visitor assures us she is one of the most gracious characters it
has ever been her privilege to visit, her greatest delight being to testify
to one and all that she is a sinner saved by grace, and that the only
" denomination" she knows is the Lord Jesus. Amongst her many
favourite hymns is the one in which the following lines occur :.. A single smile from Jesus given
Will lift a. drooping soul to heaven."

This is her constant theme, and when quoting it her face lights up with
the light of the great grace of which she has been made partaker.
Having been a pensioner of this Society for thirteen years, she was asked
as to whether the pension had proved much assistance. "Indeed,
yes; it has helped to pay my rent, kept me from the workhouse, and
made me independent of the world."
THE devil's chief device is to get natural men, who have never been
born again, to profess and address God as their Father.-R. C.
Chapman.
You that are blessed with saving faith will surely have it tried;
some with temptations and snares of prosperity, some with the cares
and galling yoke of adversity, some with their families, and some with
their friends.-Tiptaft.
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WHAT now, in conclusion, are the practical instructions which we
may derive from the important topics, which we have been considering?
Briefly these :1. Since God has, in His mercy, called us out of papal darkness into
the marvellous light of the Gospel, let us "hold fast the profession of our
faith without wavering" ; seeing that it is based, not upon unauthorized
human traditions-nor upon corruptions and perversions of Holy
Writ-nor upon the conflicting opinions of schoolmen and casuistsnor upon papal bulls-nor on pretended revelations to pretended
saints-nor upon the decrees of councils whose members were influenced
by any spirit rather than the Holy Spirit; "but upon the foundation
of the prophets and apostles, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief
corner stone"; the great and fundamental Object of all the predictions
of the prophets, and of the preaching and writings of the holy apostles.
2. Further, let us devoutly bless the Father of Mercies, who remembered the Church of Christ in her low estate, " for His mercy endureth
for ever"; and through whose propitious aid, and providential interpositions, the Reformation was accomplished, and our civil and religious
liberties have been secured and transmitted to us. Let not our sense
of the magnitude of these interpositions be diminished by the lapse of
years since they were manifested: but, while we cherish-as we ought
to cherish-devout gratitude for the deliverance of our forefathers, as
well as ourselves, from papal bondage, ignorance, and superstition, let
us earnestly pray that our civil and religious liberties may be transmitted, unimpaired, to the latest posterity.
3. And let us also pity and pray for those nations of the earth who
are yet under the yoke of papal dominion and superstition-would
that I could say, are groaning under it. It is lamentable to think how
many Romanists there are who have a zeal for God, but not according
to knowledge: for they are kept in ignorance of the Scriptures, and
thus are easily led into idolatry and false worship, and their devotion
is misplaced. Let us regard them with compassion, let us pray that
God would open their eyes and their hearts to " receive with meekness
the engrafted word, which is able to save their souls"; that those
whose intentions are sincere and honest may be brought to the knowledge of the whole" truth as it is in Jesus." Pray earnestly for our
fellow-subjects of the Romish communion, that their errors may be
rectified, and their prejudices removed: so that they may henceforth
.. stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be
not again entangled in the yoke of bondage."
!-. Above all, since the Almighty, when He bestows extraordinary
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favours upon man, expects from him a proportionate return of gratitude,
let us remember the solemn obligations under which we are individually
laid, as Protestant Christians, to exhibit a corresponding excellence of
,Christian character, as the necessary result of "a true and lively
faith"; since we enjoy advantages and privileges which involve the
possessors of them in no ordinary degree of moral responsibility.
Our residence in a country where alone civil and religious liberty
can truly be said to abound; where justice is impartially executed,
and truth is faithfully maintained; our free access to the" fountain
and well" of eternal truth, "Holy Scripture, which" alone "containeth all things necessary to salvation," and which others are prohibited from reading; our possession of a truly scriptural liturgy in
our native tongue, in which simplicity and pathos are so admirably
combined with primitive piety and devotion that no other uninspired
composition can equal, much less surpass it, in its fitness to express
alike the joys and the sorrows incident to human nature; these,
brethren, are talents - these are privileges of no ordinary value,
entrusted to our care by the Sovereign Proprietor of the universe.
What then do we more than others, who possess not our advantages ~
Renouncing all merit of our own, are we seeking first" the kingdom of
God and His righteousness ~, Does the grace of God, which bringeth
salvation to all men, teach us ' to deny all ungodliness and worldly lusts,
and to live soberly, righteously, and godly in this world "~ Are we, in
short, " growing in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Sa>lour
Jesus Christ "~ And desirous of exemplifying the moral influence of
our superior means of understanding divine truth, by being" spirituall:
minded, which is life" and peace, by the benevolence of our dispo itions, and by the uniform consistency of our conduct in every relation
of life ~
It concerns us, in no contemptible degree, not merely to be members
of a true Church, but also to see that we are true Christians, which
cannot otherwise appear than by our conformity to the moral
character of Christ, who hath "left us an example that we should
follow His steps." Our reformed religion holds out ~o consolation to
those who are living in habitua~ sin, or in habitual disregard of God
and His revealed will. Om: reformed Church lays no "flattering
unction" to the ear of the careless sinner, whose soul is filled with
terror and dismay, when hovering on the confines of the unseen world.
Our Church holds forth no purgatory, to save him from the second
death; no pardon of sin, without repentance; no repentance, without
amendment of life, and restitution to those whom we may have injured;
no sacrifices of masses, no prayers for helping the souls imagined to be
detained in purgatory. The offering of Christ our only Mediator, once
made (our Church teacheth us), is the" perfect redemption, propitiation, and satisfaction for all the sins of the whole world, original and
actual" (Article xxxi). And there is no other satisfaction for sin :
for Holy Scripture doth set out unto us only the name of Christ,
whereby we must be saved (Article xviii.), to the utter exclusion of
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all other saints and intercessors, the invocation of whom "is a fond
thing, vainly invented, and grounded upon no warranty of Scripture,
but rather repugnant to the word of God" (Article xxii). Our Church
annihilates not faith, nor undermines morality, of which true faith
forms the basis: which it has been falsely affirmed is the result of
Protestant principle. No. Disclaiming all merit in moral virtue or
in human actions, our Church teaches us that "we are accounted
righteous before God, only for the merit of our Lord and Saviour
Christ, by faith, and not for our own works or deservings " (Article xi).
Yet, op. the other hand, shrinking from a speculative and barren notion
of faith destitute of all moral influence, she urges us not to be " slack
to do good works, which spring out necessarily of a true and lively
faith; seeing that it is the will of God that we should walk in them;
assuring ourselves that, at the last day, every man shall receive of God,
for his labour done in true faith, a greater reward than his works have
deserved" (Homily xvi.; Art. xii.). What comfort, indeed, will it
afford us at the" last day," that we have enjoyed" the means of
grace" in such rich abundance, if we be cast away ~ Far more
tolerable will it be in that awful day for those who have lived under
the darkest night of papal superstition, of Mohammedanism, or even of
paganism, than for those who, though " professing to know God, yet
obey not the Gospel of our Lord and 'Saviour Jesus Christ."
" Let us " then-to conClude in the language of the Church in one
of her homilies-" let us confess Him"-Christ--" with our mouths:
praise Him with our tongues: believe on Him with our he,arts; and
glorify Him with our good works. Christ is the Light, let us receive
the Light; Christ is the Truth, let us believe the Truth; Christ is the
Way, let us follow the Way: and, because He is our only Master, our
only Shepherd, our only chief Captain: therefore let us become His
servants, His scholars, His sheep. Let us receive Christ--not for a
time-but for ever. Let us believe His word-not for a time-but for
ever. Let us become His servants-not for a time-but for ever;
in consideration that He hath redeemed us and saved us, not fora
time, but for ever; and will receive us into His heavenly kingdomthere to reign with Him, not for a time, but for ever" (Homily xxiv.).

PAPAL INFALLIBILITY-THE (ECUMENICAL COUNCIL OF
1870.
~ ADDRESS BY THE LATE REV. VERNER M. WHITE, LL.D.
THE Roman apostasy so clearly predicted by Daniel, Paul, and John,
which took its rise in the seventh century, and which calls itself" the
Catholic Church," has always claimed infallibility, and therein set itself
up as superior to all religious communities in having a visible, infallible
standard on disputed points. Where this standard lay had always
been a matter of sharp controversy; some alleging it must be sought
4°
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for in the Pope personally, some in the bishops, some in both combined,
and many in some undefined way in the Church generally. The
advantages of such a guide, which no one knew where to look for,
could not have been great. The object of the Council of 1870 was to
settle this point, and to give a final decision as to where it is to be found.
The Council met in the Vatican Basilica at Rome in the month of
December, 1869, and in July, 1870, having finished its immediate
business, adjourned. It is worth notice it was held in the same year as
the Franco-German war, which ended so disastrously for the armies of
" the eldest son of the Church." It was composed of Roman bishops
gathered from all parts of the world, during the pontificate of Pius IX.
The largest number of bishops present at one congregation was 764,
and the decree was finally carried, in a terrific storm of thunder,
lightning, and rain, intermingled with the votes of the bishops; 533
voted "placet" and two "non placet"; the remainder left Rome
without voting. Casuists must determine how far the decisions of a
general council on Articles of Faith which are not unanimous are valid.
I now proceed to give a brief summary of the decree itself. It
consists of a preamble and four chapters.
The importance of the subject is thus set forth in the preamble ;" We therefore for the preservation, safe-keeping, and· increase of the
Catholic flock, the sacred council approving, do judge it to be necessary
to propose to the belief and acceptance of all the faithful, in accordance
with the ancient and constant faith of the universal Church, the doctrine
touching the institution, perpetuity, and nature of the sacred apostolic
primacy, in which is found the strength and solidity of the entire Church,
and at the same time to proscribe and condemn the contrary errors so
pernicious to the flock of Christ."
The four chapters are under the following headings; Chap. I.
" Concerning the institution of the apostolic primacy in blessed Peter; "
Chap. Il. " Concerning the perpetuity of the primacy of blessed Peter
in the Roman Pontiffs;" Chap. Ill. "Concerning the power and
nature of the primacy of the Roman Pontiff." Each chapter closes
with a dogmatic utterance on the subject indicated, which if any
refuse to accept he is " accursed."
Then comes Chap. IV., which contains the essence of the whole.
It is headed, "Concerning the infallible supremacy of the Roman
Pontiff;" and closes thus: "Therefore, we, faithfully adhering to the
tradition received from the beginning of the Christian faith, for the glory
of God our Saviour, the exaltation of the Catholic religion, and the
salvation of Christian people, the sacred council approving, teach and
define that it is a dogma divinely revealed, that the Roman Pontiff,
when he speaks ex-cathedra, that is, when discharging the office of Pastor
and Doctor of all Christians, by virtue of his supreme apostolic authority,
he defines a doctrine regarding faith or morals to be held by the universal
Church, by the divine assistance promised to him in blessed Peter, the
same is possessed of that infallibility with which the Divine Redeemer
willed that His Church should be endowed for defining doctrine
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regarding faith or morals; and that ther~fore, the definitions of the
Roman pontiff are of themselves irreformable, and not dependent upon the
consent of the Church.
" But if any presume to contradict this our definition-which may
God avert-let him be accursed."
"Given at Rome in public session solemnly held in the Vatican
Basilica, A.D. 1870, on the 18th day of July, in the 25th year of our
pontificate."
From the decree four things are obvious. Firstly, The paramount
importance of the dogma itself, "in which is found the strength and
solidity of the entire Church." Secondly, that any man, Romanist or
otherwise, " anyone" who refuses to accept it is thereby consigned to
eternal perdition. Thirdly, that the essence of the dogma is the
personal and" irreformable" infallibility of the Roman Pontiff, when
he speaks officially, and this" not dependent upon the consent of the
Church," and fourthly, that these declarations are" in accordance with
the ancient and constant faith of the universal Church."
Let us now for a little consider the various aspects of the dogma as
thus defined:1. It proves that the papacy is to be "destroyed," to be " utterly
consumed," not to be reformed. So we are taught by Daniel, Paul,
and John. The decree of 1870 gives the reason. It is impossible to
change immutability, to reform infallibility. For this" is found the
strength and solidity of the entire Church," which the decree itself
declares to be "irreformable" according to the definitions of the
Roman Pontiff.
2. As it illustrates the so-called antiquity and apostolicity of Romanism.
If in this dogma "is found the strength and solidity of the entire
Church," as it was conferred by our Lord upon Peter, and was possessed
by all succeeding Popes, it is strange that a general council of 800
bishops, called from all parts of the world in 1870, just sixteen years
ago, should have been required to make it an article of faith.
3. Mark its bearings upon the persecutions and the intolerance of
Romanism in the past. Attention is called to the merciless butcheries
of Alva in the Low Countries in the name of religion, to the persecutions of the Albigenses and Waldenses, to the massacres of St.
Bartholomew in France and of 1641 in Ireland, in the last of which
Froude tells us that in ten months 200,000 Protestants were cruelly
murdered; to the fires of Smithfield, and to the fifty millions of the
saints of God martyred at various times for their adherence to His
sacred truth-all of which were formally countenanced by this professing Catholic Church of Christ. The Protestant advocates of the
Papacy tell us that these things are now past and gone-that they
belonged to the Dark Ages-that men are changed and reformed-that
all religious bodies in their turn persecuted, and so forth.
Let us apply this strange line of argument to the government of God
Himself, with Whose immutability and infallibility the general council
of 1870 has clothed the Roman Pontiff. Shall we tell the atheist
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where he challenges the command of the Almighty to Abraham to slay
Isaac his son, and to the Israelites to spoil the Egyptians, that these
were" the dark ages of the world," and that" the Divine procedure is
now changed and reformed " ~ Would not atheists laugh us to scorn ~
Would they not unanswerably demand, How can you change immutability-how can you reform infallibility ~ It is palpably ridiculous
to confound the perfection and works of God with the deeds of man
in the dark ages of the world. The dogma conclusively binds, not
individual despots, but the Roman system itself as a system to everything,
however horrible, done in past ages with its sanction
4. Let us look at the personal infallibility of the Pope in the light of
human infirmity. There is no inconsistency in ascribing infallibility
to the Divine Being. He is perfect and cannot abuse it. Not so with
the Pope, who is only a man of like passions with others. Suppose he
should lose his reason, and become insane. Is this impossible ~
What then ~ You have a lunatic imposing his decisions, in the most
important matters, upon all mankind, without any consent required
from the Church-decisions which must be received as infallible and
" irreformable" upon pain of everlasting perdition.
5. View this dogma in its social results. The Scripture rule is, " By
their fruits ye shall know them." "Righteousness exalteth a nation."
Now let us apply this teaching by one example out of many. In
Hobart Seymour's Evenings with Romanists, published in 1854, a
comparison is instituted between the Papal states and England. The
Papal states were presided over by an infallible Pope, absolute in his
government in all things spiritual and temporal, where a Protestant
place of worship was not tolerated within the walls of Rome, where
every fourteenth person was an ecclesiastic of some kind, and where
anyone who dared to differ from the recognized teaching of the Papacy
quickly found himself in the dungeons of the Inquisition. England
was a Protestant state with an open Bible, and religious freedom, and
liberty of conscience. Well, we have in England in the ten years from
1841 to 1851 an annual average of four murders to every million of
inhabitants. In the Papal states, in the year 1832, not by any means
an exception, the murders were 113 to the million. It would be easy
to multiply similar facts almost indefinitely.
Let us imagine a parallel case in the commercial world. Suppose
man in business, the head of a concern of vast extent both as to capital
and prosperity, with absolute control in the management of its affairs.
Under his direction everything goes wrong. The concern becomes
bankrupt, and the mode of conducting business has become a byword
and a scandal in commercial circles. What would 800 of the leading
merchants of the world, after seven months' diligent inquiry, say of
him ~ What would they consider as the most fitting place to which
to send him ~ Would they declare him infallible as a man of business ~
This is what the Vatican Council in similar circumstances has done
with the Roman Pontiff.
6. Let us deal with Papal Infallibility according to the teaching of
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Scripture. The argument, which must be greatly condensed, is this:
Christ is frequently called" The Head of the Church." He is so called
definitely and distinctly in the following passages: Ephes. i. 22, 23;
iv. 15; v. 23; 1 Cor. ix. 3; Col. i. 18.
Peter in all the Scriptures is never once so called. Surely it must
have been expected that in a doctrine so important, "in which is
found the strength and solidity of the entire Church," some such statement would have been made; but there is not one
On the other
hand, Scripture evidence is directly opposed to it. I must be concise,
and can only in the briefest manner refer to three points. First, when
the disciples on several occasions disputed which should be the greatestthe very question here at issue-the Master did not say, "Of course,
Peter, for he is Pope," but He laid down the doctrine of their complete
equality (see Matt. xviii. 1, 4; xx. 20-28; Mark ix. 34; x. 42; Luke
ix. 46, 48; xxii. 24-30). Take, secondly, Paul's rebuke to Peter, as
given in Gal. ii. 11-14. Here two things are definitely stated. First,
that Peter" was to be blamed," and therefore not infallible; secondly,
that Paul "rebuked him before them all." What if the Roman
Catholic bishop in Glasgow or elsewhere were thus to deal with the
Pope; that is, were to rebuke him before the whole Church, and to tell
him "he was to be blamed!" Again, in the admission of Cornelius
to the Church, Peter was required to vindicate his action before the
Synod in Jerusalem (see Acts xi.). Are these things compatible with
his personal infallibility ~
Of all the apostles one wonders why Peter should have been selected
as the infallible head. He was more erring, and was more frequently
rebuked for indiscretions than the other eleven combined. We can
only understand his selection on the ground that as the Roman apostasy
subverted the Gospel of Christ it chose as its head, not unfittingly,
one who denied his Master.
7. Consider Papal Infallibility as it assumes the incommunicable
perfections of Deity. Nothing is more strongly denounced in Scripture
than when a man claims the attributes of God. The character of
Paganism consisted in its changing the glory.of the incorruptible God
into an image made like to corruptible man. The distinctive characteristic of Romanism, as a paganised Christianity, lay in its lifting up
corruptible man into the image and glory of God. The command was
that there should be no other God. The blasphemy of the Philistines
consisted in their setting up Dagon as equal with J ehovah. Here we
have, as was never manifested before or since, the vesting of a fallible
man with the names and perfections of the Lord of Hosts. Thus
Rome fills up the cup of her blasphemy. In 606 she made her bishop
to be Pope; in 1870 she made that Pope to be God!
Papal infallibility is the utter extinction of the rights and liberties of
man. When God speaks man must be silent. His commands to
Abraham and to Israel not only justified a departure from the sixth
and eighth commandments, but rendered that departure necessary.
In like manner, the Papacy claims the power to dispense with the law
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of God by making sin to be duty and duty sin, as it directs. If the
Pope be in reality as the Divine Being, human liberty in opposition to
his commands exists no more. The people must and will be guided by
the teaching of the Pope and the priesthood. Such is the theory.
Now, I give a few quotations to show the use made of these alarming
pretensions, and quote not from Protestant writers mainly, but from
reeognized authorities of Romanism. First she distinctly repudiates
such a thing as religious toleration, apart from her own teachings.
Special attention is called to the following extracts. In Essays
on Religion and Literature, edited by Dr. Manning (Longmans, 1867),
p. 403 it is stated :" Neither the Church not the State whensoever they are united on
the true basis of Divine right have any cognisance of toleranee. . . .
The Church has the right in virtue of her divine commission to require
of everyone to accept her doctrine, whosoever obstinately refuses or
obstinately insists upon the election out of it of what is pleasing to
himself is against her; but were . the Church to tolerate such an
opponent, she must tolerate another. If she tolerate one sect, she
must tolerate every sect, and thereby give herself up.
Pope Leo XIII., in a letter to the Cardinal vicar of Rome, dated
March 25th, 1879, says: "that he understands the liberty and dignity
of the Roman Pontiff to signify removing from Rome the means of
practising and propagating whatever in the opinion of the Roman
Church is heretical, and that if he possessed the liberty he claims he would
employ it to close all Protestant schools and places of worship in Rome."Times, April 11, 1879.
In a Sermon by Dr. Manning, October 3rd, 1869, reported in the
Tablet, October 9th, 1869. Personifying the Pope, he says: "I say
I am liberated from all civil subjection, that my Lord made me the
subject of no one on earth, king, or otherwise, that in His right I am
sovereign. I acknowledge no civil superior, I am the subject of no
prince, and I elaim more than this-I elaim to be the supreme judge
on earth, and director of the eonsciences of men-of the peasant that
tills the field, and the prince that sits on the throne-of the household
that lives in the shade of privacy, and the legislature that makes laws
for kingdoms. I am the sole last supreme judge of what is right and
wrong."
Again Dr. Manning, in a recent work, affirms: "The presence of
the Catholic Church among the civil powers of the world has changed
the whole policital order of mankind. It has established upon earth
a legislature, a tribunal, and an executive, independent of all human
authority. It has withdrawn from the reach of human laws the whole
domains of faith and conscience. These depend on God alone, and are
subjected by Him to His own authority vested in His Church, which is
guarded by Himself."
Again, "The essence of ultramontanism is that the Church, being a
. divine institution and by divine assistance, infallible, is within its own
sphere independent of all civil powers, and as the guardian and

The Gospel Magazine.

631

interpreter of the Divine Law, is the proper judge of men and of
nations in all things touching that law in faith and morals."
And yet again, speaking of the Church, he says: "It alone can fix
the limits of the faith and of the law entrusted to it, and therefore the
sphere of its own jurisdiction; it alone can decide in questions where
its power is in contact with the civil power-that is in mixed questions;
for it alone can determine how far its own divine office or its own divine
trust can enter into, and are implicated in such questions; and it is
precisely that element in any mixed question of disputed jurisdiction
which belongs to a higher order and a higher tribunal."
Mr. Justice Stephen then and thus sums up his review of these
extraordinary claims: "Such is Archbishop Manning's conception of
the Church and its general position and attributes. In a few words
it comes to this: The Roman Catholic Church is a divine institution,
the leading officers of which are in some way or other directly and
personally united with God Almighty. They are the supreme guardians
of faith and morals, and are, as such, supreme over all governments
whatever in a sphere to be defined by themselves. In that sphere
they have all power, executive, judical, and legislative, and they can
make, interpret, and execute their own laws, which are sanctioned, I
presume, by purgatory or eternal damnation as the case may be."" Cresarism. and Ultramontanism," Contemporary Review, March, 1874,
by Mr. Justice Stephen.
All are familiar with the position taken by Mr. Gladstone in his
pamphlet on the Vatican Decrees, published in 1874, viz., that" Rome
requires a convert who now joins her to forfeit his moral and mental
freedom, and to place his loyalty and civil duty at the mercy of another."
To these might be added in the way of practical illustration the state of
Popish as compared with Protestant countries, and this all the world
over. But time will not permit. I simply remark that as Romanism
blasphemously usurps the perfections of God by the dogma of infallibility, so she tramples out the last vestige of the liberties of man.
. Finally, this dogma must be regarded as it bears upon the overthrow
of the Papacy itself. The cup of her iniquity is now full. And what
hinders the predicted end 1 There are many instances of the creature
lifting himself into the place of the Creator, and all preceded his downfall. Satan would be as Jehovah, and he was cast down from heaven.
Adam wished to be as God; he was driven from Eden. Nebuchadnezzar
aspired to an equality with the Most High, and he was reduced to the
level of the beasts of the field. When Herod claimed to be a god and
not man he was smitten by the angel and eaten of worms. And so
with the Papal antichrist, who opposeth and exalteth himself above
all that is called God or that is worshipped, so that he as god sitteth
in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God." His destruction is immediately after thus declared, "Whom the Lord shall
consume with the spirit of His mouth, and destroy with the brightness
of His coming" (2 Thess. ii. 4, 8; also Dan. vii. 11, 25, and Rev. xviii.)
The 53rd chapter of Isaiah does not point more clearly to Christ than
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do the 17th and 18th chapters of Revelation to the seat, the character,
the extent, and the overthrow of the papacy. With confidence, therefore, look, and that ere long, for the time when this demi-pagan, antiChristian, idolatrous apostasy, Daniel's" little horn," Paul's" man of
sin," and John's" faithless woman" calling herself the Lamb's bride,
" drunken with the blood of the saints and with the blood of the martyrs
of Jesus," after centuries of cruel ecclesiastical and secular tyranny
over the nations, in the height of her pride and pretensions, shall
" suddenly" come to her end by the hand of God Himself, when the
mighty angel shall proclaim in the face of heaven and earth, " Babylon
the Great is fallen;" "Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy
apostles and prophets; for God hath avenged you on her." "For
she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no
sorrow. Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and
mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire:
rfor strong is the Lord God Who judgeth her." "Thus with violence
shall that great city Babylon be thrown down, and shall be found no
more at all." "Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth"
(Rev. xvii., xviii., and xix.).

THE ROMANIZING MOVEMENT IN THE CHURCH OF
ENGLAND.
By THE LATE ARCHDEACON W. F. TAYLOR, D.D.
THE following valuable address was delivered at Glasgow, twenty
years ago, by the late faithful Archdeacon Taylor. It deserves to be
remembered.
First, now, as to the nature of the Movement. It is by no means,
as many imagine, a mere question of ceremonial more or less in the
public worship of God: a little more or less of singing and ornamentation; pomp and pageantry in the ordinances of religion. If it were
so we might justly be expected to exercise forbearance, and be called
upon to allow reasonable liberty in matters of mere taste and
sentiment. Though even here a certain amount of caution is to be
observed; for it is quite possible to have too much of ceremonial, even
though there be no doctrinal signification involved. It has been
proved over and over again, that the increase of ceremonial is injurious
to the spiritual life, and that incessant attention to the minute and
petty details of public worship distract the mind from that which is
the essential business of all true religion-personal communion with
and the spiritual worship of God. "God is a spirit, and they that
worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth"; but it is
evident that where religious worship becomes histrionic and spectacular,
by the exaggeration of forms, rites and ceremonies, there spiritual
worship is next to impossible.
Thus, apart from all question of doctrinal importance, the use of
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ceremonial should be kept in strict subordination to the great end of
religion, otherwise it will become a hindrance, not a help; a screen to
separate from God rather than a handmaid to devotion. It, in fact,
restores the veil, rent once for all on Calvary, and so debars the poor
sinner from his Father's presence; and he spends his time in gazing
on the symbolism of the sanctuary, instead of approaching at once to
the blood-besprinkled mercy seat, and finding rest and peace there.
But this movement whereof we speak is not a question of mere
ceremonial, but of doctrine. "Ritual," says the Directorium
Anglicanum, "is the expression of dogma." This is so; and the
dogmas so expressed are the distinctive doctrine of the Church of
Rome. This I shall prove in a few moments. The Romanizing
movement itself began about fifty years ago with the publication of
the Tracts tor the Times by Newman, Keble, Pahner, and R. H.
Froude; immediately afterwards joined by Dr. Pusey and Isaac
Williams. The first series appeared in 1833, and were moderate
enough in their apparent design and scope, viz., to call attention to
the primitive doctrine on Church Government, the apostolic commission
of the clergy, the value of ordinances, and the testimony of antiquity.
But it soon developed until it reached the famous Tract xc. by the now
Cardinal Newman, who endeavoured to show that the XXXIX.
Articles "though the offspring of an uncatholic age, are, through
God's providence, to say the least, not uncatholic; and may be
subscribed by those who aim at being cathq.hc in heart and doctrine."
In a word, that the Protestant Articles of the Church of England
might, by a process of Jesuitical casuistry and non-natural interpretation, be explained away and reconciled with the doctrines of the
Romish Church. The tract was condemned by the Hebdomadal
Board of the University as "evading rather than explaining the
sense of the XXXIX. Articles, and reconciling subscription to them
with the adoption of errors which they were designed to counteract."
The present Romanizing movement called Ritualism is the logical
outcome, and lineal descendant by unbroken derivation, of the earlier
Tractarian Movement--and the following extract from the Rev. W.
J. E. Bennett, late Vicar of Frome, will show what is the real nature
of what is called Ritualism in the Church of England. Mr. Bennett
in his Plea for Toleration thus writes: "It is not for a chasuble or a cope,
lighted tapers or the smoke of incense, the mitre or the pastoral staff
that we are contending, but as all those who think deeply on either
side of the question know full well, for the doctrines which lie hidden
under them. No one of the commonest capacity would either undergo
the trouble or encounter the expense which is unavoidably connected
with the proper observance of religious ceremonies if it were only for
the external show which was to be gained by them. It would be
impolitic; it would be childish; it would be sinful. Pictures, images,
vestments, pastoral staves, mitres, flowers, crosses, processions,
prostrations, altar coverings and the like derive their value, not from
the resthetic beauty which may be in them, but from the fact of their
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being the means of conveying religious impressions and guarding
religious doctrines.
" Let us ascertain then what the doctrine is which is brought into
question-it is threefold.
"I. The real objective presence of our blessed Lord.
"Il. The sacrifice offered by the Priest, and
"Ill. The adoration due to the presence of our Blessed Lord in
the Holy Eucharist."
.
Truly did Dr. Pusey say: "We set the bulbs which were to bring
forth the flowers." The bulbs were the doctrines contained in the
Tracts for the Times; the flowers are the candles, crosses, and
vestments of the present Ritualism.
From the above we sufficiently learn what is the nature of the
Romanizing movement in the Church of England. It is the restoration
of Romanism in England by means of the National Church and the
consequent overthrow of the Reformation.
Now, 2ndly. As to its extent.
1. In regard to the doctrines taught, it is not too much to say that
the Romanizers teach, substantially and in effect, all the distinctive
doctrines of the Roman Church, save two, viz., the immaculate
conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the infallibility of the Pope.
As for all the others, those contained in the creed of Pope Pius IV.
set forth in 1564, they hold and teach them all. Prayers for the dead,
invocation of angels, confession and absolution, seven sacraments,
the mass, the real presence, the adoration of the host or wafer are all
now openly taught.
2. In regard to the ritual expression of these doctrines we find it
more or less pronounced in hundreds, if not thousands of churches,
from St. Paul's, London, down to the humblest village church in the
land. Our communion tables are turned into altars, whilst the cross,
candles, and flowers thereon are constantly seen. The internal
arrangements and the public services of the church are completely
transformed into imitations of Rome, and the process is rapidly going
on. Continually we read of contentions between the newly appointed
ritualistic vicar, and the sturdy but ineffectual resistance of the
Protestant parishioners. Before long, at this rate, an old-fashioned,
simple Protestant service will be the exception.
Nor is this all-the movement is aided by powerful organizations,
the "English Church Union," the "Confraternity of the Blessed
Sacrament," "The Society of the Holy Cross," "The Association for
the Promotion of the Unity of Christendom." Chief among themthe fons et origo malo rum-stands the" English Church Union." It
is a thoroughly Romanizing confederacy. It openly advocates the
six points of the Ritualistic Charter; altar lights, incense, wafers,
vestments, the eastward position, and mixed chalice. Its President
openly pleads for reunion with Rome, and prefers the Pope to the
Privy Council. It numbers more than 2000 clergy and 18,000 laity;
whilst its affiliated guilds and confraternities are swarming through
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the land-their catechisms, manuals, and books of devotion are
circulated in thousands, the Reformation is openly reviled and the
noble name of Protestantism rejected with scorn. All round the tide
is rising higher and higher. Others can see blue sky ahead; I can see
but little or none as regards the Church of England. Even our
Nonconformist brethren seem bitten with the same rabies, in their
harvest decorations and elaborate musical services. The Church of
England is racing after Rome, and some of our dissenting friends seem
unwilling to be left too far behind. Where is this to stop ~ What
shall the end be ~ We now enquire3rdly. What efforts have been made to resist this evil; what
embankments thrown up to retard the onflow of this turbid stream,
or rather this mighty flood from the muddy waters of the Tiber ~
English Churchmen have not stood listlessly by, whilst attempts
were made to Romanize the Church of Cranmer, Ridley, and Latimer;
far otherwise, many noble champions have come forward to do battle
for the cause of truth. The names of Dean M'Neile, Hugh Stowell,
Dean Close, Dr. Miller, Robt. MacGhee, and Canon Blakeney, will at
once occur to the mind of those who have followed their struggles.
Men as distinguished for their profound theological acquaintance with
the real merits of the cause at issue as for their brilliant eloquence and
logical acumen, and whose works remain still an imperishable memorial
of their ability, and a refutation of the errors resisted. But not to
speak of individual men, and to come to organizations, the" Church
Association" has for twenty years carried on an untiring, and in one
respect, successful contest. It was founded in 1866, some few years
after the" English Church Union" with the avowed object of resisting
all attempts to Romanize the Church of England, or to assimilate her
services to those of Rome. At the outset it was maintained by the
Ritualists that the law was on their side; and that the practices
which they revived-altars, lights, incense, wafers, vestments, etc., etc.,
processions, elevations, and genuflections-were in accordance with the
rubrics of the Church. An appeal was made to the bishops, but they
replied that the case was doubtful, and that in the absence of legal
decisions it was impossible for them to enforce the law. Besides, the
cost of litigation was so enormous that they could not be expected
to undertake the legal processes; large as their incomes might be,
they could not possibly stand that drain on their purse. The force
of these arguments was frankly acknowledged-a guarantee fund was
raised of £50,000 to enable the questions to be brought into Court.
Test cases were selected; not with any unkind animus towards the
individuals, nor from any idea of persecution or interfering with lawful
liberty, but from the necessity of the case. There was no other possible
means by which the matters could be decided; "prosecution is not
persecution" as even Dr. Pusey cordially maintained when he counselled
legal action against false doctrine. The bishops, too, declared that as
soon as the law was made clear they would not be wanting in the due
discharge of their duty.
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Well, some fifty or sixty points were brought before the Court, and
argued with all the forensic skill which trained lawyers on either side
could bring to bear on the matters in dispute, and the result has been
that with scarcely an exception the judgments have all been adverse
to the Romanizing party. The Judicial Committee of the Privy
Council has condemned altars, altar lights, crosses, incense, wafers,
mixed chalice, vestments, processions, elevations, prostrations,
genuflections, etc., etc. So far there is clear gain, and the Church
Association has earned the gratitude of every Protestant Churchman
and of the nation for proving the Church of England to be free from
all complicity with-Romanism, i.e., as far as her authorized formularies
and rubrics are concerned. We grudge not the £50,000, nor should
we had it been twice as much. But now comes the solemn and serious
part of the business.
4thly. Notwithstanding the years of litigation and enormous outlay
of money, the evil goes on as bad as ever. These sixty judicial decisions
of the highest courts of the realm are just so much waste paper, so
many dead letters, and might as well never have been pronounced. In
one or two individual cases the evil may have been suppressed, but
over the broad face of the Church things are not only as bad, but in
my deliberate judgment worse than ever. The Bishops are either
unwilling or unable to put down the evil; some of them are, I know,
honestly desirous to do so, but from various causes are obliged to be
content with openly condemning the evils which, notwithstanding,
continue to be practised under their very eyes. Their solemn charges
are set at nought, and any decided action only creates sympathy for
the transgressor and extends the evil. At the present moment it is
frankly admitted, even by the Guardian newspaper (High Church)
that there is "no discipline in the Church of England." Zeal and
activity we have to any extent; but obedience to the law is just what
every man pleases to render. He preaches what he likes, and conducts
his services as he pleases, so that you have doctrines ranging from the
widest rationalism to the most thorough popery; and services of
every kind and vanety from almost Puritanic baldness to the gorgeous
ceremonial of the Roman High Mass.
We enquire, how is all this to be accounted for 1 and the answer is
twofold.
1. The Romanizing movement is congenial to the natural heart of
man. It has been said that Romanism is the religion of human nature,
and the late Archbishop Whatley often dwelt in his writings on this
aspect of the subject. He maintained that Romanism was just such
a religion as corrupt human nature would be likely to produce for itself.
Now Ritualism is the same; it satisfies by its ceremonial the religious
instinct, whilst it leaves human nature as it finds it. For it is notorious
that all this religious formalism is perfectly compatible with the most
utter worldliness of spirit and conduct.
2. The second reason is the fact that our rulers in the State have
for a long time past appointed to high places in the Church, with but
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few exceptions, men who either are themselves in sympathy with this
Romanizing movement; or at least will protect, if not promote, its
propagandists. Hence it comes to pass that in defiance of law and
judicial decisions, and the Protestant sentiment of the nation, the evil
spreads. And the Church, which ought by its standards to be one
of the strongest bulwarks of the Reformation, is through its unfaithful
ministers betraying its trust, and making a breach in the walls of our
national Zion.
I have no time to pursue this subject further. I must conclude
with a few warning words. It is in my judgment the bounden duty
of the nation to demand, in tones which may not be disregarded, that
the national Church be reduced to conformity and consistency with
its recognized standards, and that it be in truth what it is in profession
-" the Protestant Reformed Religion established by Law." The
present condition is not only one of anarchy, necessarily involving
strife and contention between the two parties in the Church, the
Reformation and the counter-Reformation parties, and thus causing
perpetual irritation and friction; but it is little short of a public
scandal that a great national institution should be so completely
perverted from its original design and purpose. But it is more than
a scandal, it is in fact becoming a great public danger. Many of the
clergy of the Church of England are far more effective propagandists
of Romanism than Roman Catholic priests could possibly be. Our
young people will never as a rule be found going to Roman Catholic
places of worship; but they will never hesitate to attend their parish
churches; and with that natural respect which they entertain for
their clergy, and attachment to the time-honoured Established Church
of England with all its magnificent traditions and prestige, they are
ready without suspicion to believe all they are taught from her pulpits,
and conform without hesitation, if not with positive admiration, to
all the showy ceremonial of Ritualism, with its pomp and pageantry,
so attractive to the young of both sexes. Horace well says :- .
,. Segnius irritant animos demissa per aurem
Q1£am qUaJ sunt oculis subjecta jidelib1£s."

We are more affected by what we see than by what we hear; but the
impressions are neither so valuable, so deep, nor so permanent as those
which are the result of reason and conviction. Hence our Reformers
wisely swept away all the meretricious' display and tawdry gewgaws
of medioovalism from the churches. But they are now being rapidly
reintroduced, and our young people are learning Romanism from the
clergy of a Protestant Church. Thus we have a public danger not
only to the spiritual welfare, and therefore the highest interests of the
nation, but to the social, moral, and political well-being of the Empire.
We may depend upon it that our civil and religious liberties are
intimately bound up together, and we cannot lose the latter without
imperilling the former. It is time to awake from our indifference ere
it be too late. There is no time to be lost. Let us be faithful to our
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martyred forefathers, faithful to freedom. Let us be of good courage,
and let us play the men for our people, and for the cities of our God,
and "the Lord do that which seemeth Him good." A wave of
ceremonialism and sacramentalism is sweeping over the land; we
behold the revival of an exploded superstition; the reimposition of
a yoke which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear. Ceremonialism is formalism, and sacramentalism is salvation by sacraments.
Both involve the corruption of the Gospel, and the withering blighting
rule of sacerdotalism. The priests of Rome stand by whilst the
unfaithful clergy of the National Church are openly doing their work.
A thorough reform in the discipline of the Church is called for, which
shall secure prompt obedience to the law; and also the removal from
its formularies of all ambiguous expressions which afford a plausible
pretext for Romish doctrine and practice. Thus the light of the
Reformation shall again shine brightly as in a lamp of burnished gold,
and the candle kindled at the martyrs' stake 300 years ago shall, by
God'S:grace, never be put out.

MULTUM IN P ARVO.
THE Bishop of ~Birmingham (Dr. Gore) is assuming an attitude of
resistance to the findings of the Royal Commission on Ritualistic
Disorders. This may lead to important consequences, not likely to
serve the interests of the party of disorder.--The 32nd Yearly
Conference at Salisbury, convened by the Rev. E. N. Thwaites, was
held in the Maundrel Hall last month.--The Clifton Conference of
Believers in Christ will (D.V.) meet on the 2nd and 3rd inst., at the
Victoria Rooms. The Conference Sermon will be preached on
Thursday evening, October 4th, at the Memorial Church, Victoria
Square, Clifton, by the Rev. Canon Bruce, D.D., the well-known
pioneer Missionary in Persia, and translator of the Bible into the
language of that country.
IT becomes a Soldier to die fighting,
A Minister to die preaching,
And a Christian to die praying.-Fla1!el.
WHAT profit is there in vainglory, momentary mirth, the w0l'ld's
power, the flesh's pleasure, full riches, noble descent, and great desires ~
Where is their laughter ~ Where is their mirth? Where their
insolence ?--their arrogance? From how much joy to how much
sadness! After how much mirth, how much misery! From how
great glory are they fallen, to how great torment! What hath fallen
to them may befall thee, because thou art a man: thou art of earth;
thou livest of earth; thou shalt return to earth. Death expecteth
thee everywhere! Be wise, therefore, and expect death everywhere.Quarles.
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l8a£lfJiug iEbeut£l.
A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE past few weeks have recorded many very striking illustrations
of the sovereignty and supremacy of our God in the affairs of the world.
Awfully destructive earthquakes in divers places, a typhoon in which
thousands of lives have perished, the continued process of overthrowing
the merciless tyranny of Russian rule, the remarkable action of France
and Spain against the Papacy, and the general disrest existing throughout the civilized world, warn mankind that the twentieth century is
no less dependent than its predecessors on the decretive will of the
Most High. The belauded science of the age is being repeatedly rebuked
by consummate failure in its practical developments, and human
boasting is openly put to shame by the interfering hand of the Almighty
One. Yet we mark no signs of humiliation. Pride and self-will
dominate in the sphere of earth's politics, and a daring spirit of
independence of the living God permeates the popular literature of
the day, and actuates the newspaper Press generally. Recently
proved wills, representing fabulous wealth, reveal the fact that the
race to become abnormally rich is a passion powerfll'lly possessing
and successfully operating in the minds of a growing class of our fellowcountrymen. The immoderate love of "sport," and the wanton
indulgence in gaiety and worldly pleasure-in its thousand seductive
forms-are portents of national decay and approaching disaster which
a Christian mind must contemplate with the gravest apprehension.

Our readers know our convictions on the subject of Vivisection.
We view its authorization by statute as a national sin. We therefore
note with sincere satisfaction that the King has appointed a Royal
Commission on Vivisection. The Commissioners are: The Right Hon.
Viscount Selby (Chairman), Colonel the Right Hon. A. M. Lockwood,
M.P., Sir W. S. Church, Bart., M.D., Sir W. J. Collins, M.P., M.D., Sir
J. McFadyean, M.D., Mr. M. D. Chalmers, C.B., Mr. A. J. Ram, K.C.,
Dr. W. H. Gaskell, F.R.S., Mr. J. Tomkinson, M.P., and Dr. G. Wilson,
with Captain C. Bigham, C.M.G. (Secretary). The terms of reference
are: "To enquire into and report upon the practice of subjecting live
animals to experiments, whether by vivisection or otherwise; and
also to enquire into the law relating to that practice, and its administration; and to report whether any, if so what, changes are desirable."
It is stated that the work of the Commission will be commenced towards
the end of October. It is thirty years since an official inquiry was
last made into experiments on living animals for medical research.
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The following most welcome tidings comes from Pekin, dated
September 20th :" An edict was issued to-night ordering the abolition of the use of
opium, both foreign and native, within ten years. The edict strongly
condemns the opium vice, and orders the Council of State to devise
regulations for the enforcement of the prohibitions of smoking and
the cultivation of the poppy. The Government troops have suppressed,
for the present, the revival of Boxerism in Shansi. The Boxer
organisations had been formed in several towns in the neighbourhood
of Sopingfai by the same men who took part in the rising of 1900."

At the date of our writing, no tidings of the safety of the Bishop of
Victoria (Hong Kong) had been received; and it is gravely feared that
he perished in the disastrous typhoon. Dr. Hoare was known to have
been on board a yacht which was exposed to the storm, and. which
was afterwards found stranded at Hong Kong.

I

.

A Valedictory Meeting was held at Exeter Hall last month-Colonel
Douglas Jones in the chair-for a leave-taking with Mr. S. E. Burrow,
General Secretary of the Soldiers' Christian Association, who subsequently
sailed for India to visit the military stations throughout the country
and extend the Association's operations. Bishop Taylor Smith, Lord
Kinnaird, and others have expressed to Mr. Burrow their pleasure at
his visit and their good wishes for his journey. The tour has been
made possible partly by the generosity of an Indian officer in offering
a considerable amount towards the expenses.

At the commencement of another season's work, the Council of the
Bible League have several important engagements in view, viz., a
special call to prayer at the Lecture Hall, 186, Aldersgate Street, KC.,
:,' October 1st; Anerley Town Hall, October 9th; Woolwich Y.M.C.A.,
October 24th; Richmond (Conference), November 1st and 2nd;
lectures' at the British Museum, November 10th, 17th,· and 24th ~
besides a prospective Conference at Liverpool in January. Man..;
able speakers have been engaged, including Sir Robert AndersoL,
K.C.B., LL.D.; the Rev. James Douglas, M.A.; Bishop Eldridge,
D.D.; the Rev. W. Fuller Gooch; the Rev. J. Gosset-Tanner, M.A. ;
the Rev. R. Wright Hay; the Rev. Chancellor Lias, M.A.; the Rev.
John Tuckwell, M.R.A.S.; Prebendary Webb-Peploe, M.A.; Dr.
WaIter Kidd, etc. The object of the Bible League is to promote the
reverent study of the Holy Scriptures, and to resist the varied attacks
made upon their inspiration, infallibility, and sole sufficiency as the
Word of God.
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