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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in ll..ny
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God. "-2 OOR. i. 4.

THE ONE NAME.

" None other Name."-AcTS iv. 12.

ONE Name fills all heaven; and" there is none other name under
heaven given among men whereby we must be saved." That
all-worthy all-prevailing Name is JESUS. It is the Name which
the FATHER chose for His beloved SON as the SAVIOUR of "His
people from their sins." That Name is identified both with the
humiliation and the exaltation of CHRIST. With His humiliation,

/ for it is associated in Scripture with the incarnation; and with
His exaltation, as it is written-" Wherefore GOD also hath highly
exalted Him, and given Him a Name which is above every name:
that in the name of JESUS every knee should bow, of things in
heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; and
that every tongue should confess that JESUS CHRIST is LORD, to
the glory of the FATHER." The eternal glory of the FATHER is
closely identified with this ineffable Name. All the divine counsels
of grace and judgment centre in Him Who only is entitled to bear
it. It is, alas, a fact, that this wondrous Name of grace and truth
is despised and rejected by the IDyriad men of this present evil
world; nevertheless, the angel myriads in heaven, with the spirits
of " just men made perfect," day and night worship Him in " the
power" of His Name, and acclaim Him their LORD and their GOD.
And we who are the favoured subjects of GOD'S absolute grace
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rejoice in the preciousness of the supreme Name, and adore Rim
Whom alone it becomes.

The Name of JESUS it was which brought us relief when the
burden of personal guilt drove us for salvation from the wrath to
come. That Re came into the world "to save sinners" was
music in our ears. That" Re delighteth in mercy" was as the
opening of a door of hope in the Valley of Achor (Rosea ii. 14, 15).
Grace enabled us to trust to this divine foundation for life, for
death, and for eternity. We have no other shelter but His blood
and righteousness. What Re is and what Re has done-both
which have been accepted as a sufficient atonement for the guilt
of needy, lost sinners-supply the only plea we have to urge at
the footstool of GOD'S mercy, while it is also the only satisfaction
His perfect justice demands. The Name of JESUS includes within
it everlasting salvation-ita heights and depths, and durable
riches. Simple faith in Jesus, with a repudiation of all creature
claims and performances, is the slender but inseparable link by
which the ROLY SPIRIT unites the poor sinner and the Mighty
Redeemer.

" .Not what these hands have done
Can save this guilty soul;

Not what this toiling flesh has borne
Can make my spirit whole.

"Not what I feel or do
Can give me peace with GOD;

Not all my prayers, and sighs, and tears,
Can bear my awful load.

"Thy work alone, 0 CHRIST,
Can ease this weight of sin;

Thy blood alone, 0 LAMB of GOD,
Can give me peace within.

"Thy love to me, 0 GOD,
Not mine, 0 LORD, to thee, '

Can rid me of this dark unrest,
And set my spirit free.

"Thy grace alone, 0 GOD,
To me can pardon speak;

Thy power alone, 0 SON of GOD,
Can this sore bondage break.

"No other work, save Thine,
No meaner blood will do ;
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No strength save that which is Divine,
Can bear me safely through.

."I bless the CHRIST of GOD;
I rest on love Divine;

And with unfaltering lip and heart,
I call this Saviour mine.

"His cross dispels each doubt;
I bury in His tomb

Each thought of unbelief and fear,
Each lingering shade of gloom.

"I praise the GOD of grace;
I trust His truth and might;

He calls me His, I call Him mine
My GOD, my joy, my light.

"In Him is only good,
In me is only ill;

My ill but draws His goodness forth,
And me He loveth still.

"'Tis He Who saveth me,
And pardon freely gives;

I love because He loveth me,
I live because He lives.

" My life with Him is hid,
My death has passed away,

My clouds have melted into light,
My midnight into day."

How sublimely simple is this Divine way of salvation when we
compare it with the complex systems man devises for himself
all which are based on the false claims of human righteousness
and" good works." Ten thousand thanks be unto our GOD that
salvation is wholly of Himself. "Salvation is of JEHOVAH " !

The great central fact on which the Gospel of free grace is bUilt
is that JESUS, in Person, is the salvation of GOD. The full value
of the Name of JESUS is JEHOVAH the SAVIOUR. The four Gospels
teem with mention of this blessed Name, in combination with the
words, and works, and sufierings of the adorable REDEEMER. Th&
HOLY SPIRIT evidently delights in the precious Name! And
poor sinners, anointed and taught by the SPIRIT, glory in that
Name-" Thy Name is as ointment poured forth" (Song i. 3).
The remarks of the saintly ADELAIDE NEWTON on this richly
perfumed verse of GOD'S Word are worthy of record. She wrote:
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" When MARY brake the box of ointment of spikenard, very costly,
we read that' the house was filled with the odour of the ointment'
(John xii. 3). It is thus the' Name' of JEHOVAH is revealed:
'Thy Name is as ointment poured forth.' For, GOD'S Name is
the expression of His nature, character, and attrib~tes, as we may
learn from the proclamation of it to MOSES (Exod. xxxiv. 5-7).
But it is essentially JESUS: 'Thou shalt call His Name EMMANUEL,
which, being interpreted, is, GOD with us' (Matt. i. 23); in Him
the ointment is 'poured forth,' the Name of GOD is exhibited;
and wheresoever JESUS comes, the place is filled with the sweet
odour of 'the Name' of our GOD. Thus it is written, 'The Word
was made flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory' ;
there was, as it were, the breaking of the box, that the ointment
might be poured forth. GOD revealed His Name in the person
of His dear SON (Isaiah vii. 14; ix. 6). It is compared to ointment
because it was (i) Most precious and costly (Ex. xxx. 23-25; Ps.
cxxxiii. 2; Mark xiv. 3; John xii. 3). 'Unto you, therefore,
which believe, He is precious' (1 Pet. ii. 7); (ii) 0/ sweet odou.r
(John xii. 3). 'Christ also hath loved us, and hath given Himself
for us, an offering and a sacrifice to GOD, for a sweet smelling
savour' (Eph. v. 2); (iii) Compoltnded 0/ a variety 0/ parts (Exod.
xxx. 23-28). ' It pleased the Father that in Him should all fulness
dwell' (Col. i. 19; ii. 9). (iv) It had healing properties (Acts iii. 16).
'His Name, through faith in His Name, hath made this man
strong.' (v) Nothing was ever to be made like it (Exod. xxx. 31-33,
37, 38). 'There is rone other Name under heaven given among
men whereby we must be saved' (Acts iv. 12)."

The late beloved DEAN LAW, too, has some sweet reflections
on the same verse in the inspired Canticle-" Because of the savour
of Thy good ointment, Thy Name is as ointment poured forth:
therefore do the virgins love Thee." He characteristically writes:
-" Strains of rapture are continued. The Church commends
her LORD as fragrant in delicious perfume. It is the promise of
faith to view the blessed JESUS as fulfilling high offices in salva
tion's scheme. He is adored as Prophet, Priest, and King.
Anointing oil inaugurated the personages admitted to these distinc
tions. JESUS, called to execute these offices, is anointed by the
HOLY SPIRIT. Let us reverence Him as thus exalted. He ever
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lives, the Prophet of the Church-He instructs in all wisdom-He
reveals saving truth-He dispels the shades of ignorance-He
enlightens with rays of heavenly knowledge-He teaches to profit.
To know this is to delight in the savour. of His good ointments.
He is anointed too, to be the HIGH PRIEST of His Church. On
the altar of His cross He presents Himself as the all-atoning VICTIM,
accomplishing in His person what sacrificial rites prefigured. He
bears His people on His shoulders and on His ·breast, and from
the throne of heaven pours down all blessings to enrich them.
For this office He received the good ointment of the SPIRIT. Media
torial government is committed to His hands. The FATHER'S
decree proclaims, 'Yet I have set My KING upon My holy hill of
Zion.' He rules for His people, ordering all things for their good.
He rules in them, bringing every feeling into subjection to His
sway. And soon He will take to Himself His great power and
reign, KING of kings, and LORD of lords. Faith views Him as
regally anointed by the HOLY GHOST. Charming indeed is the
contemplation. It is the sweet savour of His good ointments.
Hence His Name excites a thrill of joy. As fragrance, it cheers
it gladdens-it exhilarates-it quickens love. His pure and holy
followers, espoused as chaste virgins, love Him with the fervour
of intense affection."

JOlL.~ NEWTON'S truth-inspired lines accord well with our heart's
worship of GOD'S adorable SON when they sing-

"How sweet the Name of JESUS sounds
In a believer's ear!

It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds,
And drives away his fear.

"It makes the wounded spirit whole,
And calms the trolJ,bled breast;

'Tis manna to the hungry soul,
And to the weary rest.

"Dear Name! the rock on which I build,
My shield and hiding-place:

My never-failing treasury, filled
With boundless stores of grace.

"By Thee my prayers acceptance gain,
Although with sin defiled;

Satan accuses me in vain,
And I am owned a child.
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"JESUS, my Shepherd, Husband, Friend,
My Prophet, Priest, and King;

My LORD, my Life, my Way, my End,
Accept the praise I bring.

" Weak is the effort of my heart,
And cold my warmest thought;

But when I see Thee as Thou art,
I'll praise Thee as I ought.

., Till then I would Thy love proclaim
With every fleeting breath;

And may the music of Thy Name
Refresh my soul in death!"

THE EDITOR.

JESUS, THE GREAT "I AM."

ISAIAH xlv. 6.

WHEN Jesus would reveal His name,
He calls Himself the great" I Am,"
And leaves a blank-His children may
Supply those things for which they pray.
The meaning is, as if He said,
" I Am " thy Life, though thou be dead;
If thou art weak thou need'st not fear,
"I Am " thy Strength, and ever near.
Dost thou because of sin repine 1
"I Am " thy Saviour, thou art Mine;
Although thy footsteps wandering rove,
" I Am" thy Husband, full of love.
If thou art dark, "I Am " thy Light;
If thou art blind, "I Am " thy Sight;
Art thou distressed 1 "I Am " indeed
A present Help in time of need.
Art thou compelled to take the field
Against thy foes 1 "I Am" thy Shield,
And thine exceeding great reward,
Fear not, dear soul, "I Am " thy Lord.
And art thou oft bowed down in mind 1
I'll visit thee, for "I Am " kind;
Dost thou e'er feel My chast'ning rod 1
Be still and know that" I am " God.
" I Am," to those who on Me call,
Redeemer, Saviour, All in All;
Their consolation, and their peace,
"I Am " the Lord, their righteousness!
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THE TRIUMPH OF GRACE.

" For if by one man's otJerwe Death reigned by one,. much more they
which receive abundarwe of Grace, and of the gift of Righteousness,
shall reign in Life by one, Jesus Ohrist."-RoMANS v. 17.

How vast is the subject of the Grace of God! Possibly, some
reader of these lines asks, What is "Grace" ~ Some one has
defined it as "God's good will toward us, and God's good work
in us." It is the absolutely free and unmerited favour of Jehovah
bestowed upon the chief of sinners. The fount of Grace is the
Deity. Christ is its Channel; and the Holy Spirit its Communi
cator. It is a royal quality; hence we read of "the Throne of
Grace" (Heb. iv. 16). The Gospel of salvation is the inspired
message of the Grace of God (Acts xx. 24).

Grace is best understood in action. Indeed, no one can truly
understand the nature of Grace who is not the subject of its saving
power! Theories about grace are of little worth. " Something
must be known and felt." Grace is one of those Divine Things •
which man's "theology" may indeed reduce to a "system," but
that is all. The so-called science of theology is destitute of virtue,
life, and power. Some one once said of a certain well-known
" Body of Divinity" that it was" a body without any soul."

Our text, then, deals with Grace "in action," and not in the
abstract. We are directed to contemplate God's rich and sovereign
Grace in the case of the first sinner that sinned-" the First Man,
Adam." Jehovah's wondrous grace is there effectively exhibited
on the black background of Adam's guilt. The aggravation of
the sin of Adam's Fall is traceable in several particulars-all
tending to heighten and emphasise the freeness of God's favour
towards the transgressor, and to furnish encouragement to weary
and heavy-laden souls in their appeals to the forgiving mercy of
the Most High. Let us, then, briefly note a few points in what
may be termed the aggravating circumstances of Adam's dis
obedience.

(a) Adam showed no sign of repentarwe. We-look in vain for it.
It was not, therefore, any sorrow for his heinous transgression

•
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against the God of his boundless mercies that called forth the
Divine compassion. And that is equally true in the case of every
sinner to whom the free grace of God brings salvation. Godly
sorrow for sin follows-does not precede-the first actings of the
Holy Ghost in the heart of a favoured sinner. We see this great
truth forcibly illustrated in the conversion of Saul of Tarsus.
Repentance" not to be repented of" followed---&d not call forth
the experience of conviction. Grace first sought and found the
guilty persequtor of the saints dead in sins, ere the fruit of that
Divine search became manifest in him.

(b) Again: Adam did rwt ask God to pardon his grievous sin. His
heart, when grace drew near, was hard as the nether millstone.
When taking into account the near and sacred relations in which
the man and his beneficent Creator formerly stood, this fact is
simply marvellous. How very, very far Adam had departed from
God by sin is thus made most apparent. There seems traceable
in him no moral sense whatever of the enormity of his ungrateful
and presumptuous conduct! And in this respect every partaker
of salvation by grace resembles his impenitent, uncontrite first
father. Pardon of sin is never sought at the mercy-seat till the
burden on the conscience becomes intolerable.

(c) Further: Adam made no confession of his guilt when the God
of all grace visited him, as fallen, in the Garden of Eden. In fact,
he hid his transgression-or thought to hide it-in his bosom, as
Job speaks-" If I covered my transgressions as Adam, by hiding
mine iniquity in my bosom" (Job xxxi. 33). So utterly ignorant
of the character and attributes of his Creator had the fallen man
now become that he ceased to realize the Divine omniscience, and
ihought that Jehovah was such an one as himself! Thus we see
that grace wall not manifested on God's part upon condition of
sincere confession of disobedience by the guilty party.

(d) Adam offe:red rw praye:r for mercy. This may appear well·
nigh incredible. But Holy Scripture is silent on the subject. We
hear no sigh, no sob, no sound issuing from the lips of the human
apostate. He has no sense of his need of mercy. Satan has
effectually blinded his eyes. His abject misery is unfelt. And
such, too, is the wretched condition of all Adam's children by
nature. Sin so thoroughly deadens and destroys all knowledge
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of its own condemning power that the sinner never sues for Divine
mercy till his understanding is enlightened by the Holy Spirit,
and the exceeding sinfulness of sin is made an awful reality to his
guilty soul. The natural man has no fear of God before his eyes.
The wrath to come has no terrors for him. Adam utters no cry
for mercy.

(e) And more: he fled from God. Though God was his only
possible deliverer, he turns his back upon Him. "There is none
that seeketh after God." A guilty conscience-alone-will never
lead a sinner to the Lord. A rebel heart has nothing in co=on
with a holy, righteous, and just God. The Divine character has
no attractions for such. It necessarily deters. Hence we find
rebel Adam seeking cover from Jehovah's presence among the
trees in Paradise! "And they heard the voice of the Lord God
walking in the garden in the cool of the day; and Adam and his
wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God, amongst
the trees of the garden" (Gen. iii. 8). How true, "Law and terrors
do but harden, all the while they work alone." Adam, vainly
trUsting for refuge to a thicket of trees, knew nothing of the grace
of God. His hopes were built on a foundation of sand. " The
wages of sin is death"; that solemn truth the fugitive transgressor
knew not. The scrutinizing eye of the Most High Adam could
not bear to meet. He had lost all desire after co=union with
his Maker. Distance from Him was the one wish of his heart.
But it could not, might not, be! "Adam, where art thou? " fell
upon his ear as the knell of Divine wrath. He was compelled to
come forth, and stand at J ehovah's judgment-seat!

(f) But, he extenuated his sin! He charged God Himself with
having contributed to his fall. "The woman whom Thou gavest
to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I di~ eat" (Gen. iii. 12).
We trace the trail of the Serpent in this defiant answer to the
enquiry of the Great Judge. Alas, sin is an infinite evil. It
knows no limits in its repudiation of Divine authority, .inspired
as it is by the Arch-enemy of both God and man. The extenuation
of his guilty conduct marks the consummation of Adam's alienation
from his all-bountiful Creator. Sentence, therefore, went forth.
The curse fell. The mouth of the transgressor was judicially
closed. In Adam the whole of our race was condemned, for he
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was our federal head and covenanting representative. "In Adam
all die." As our text says: "By one man's offence death reigned
by one." So far as man is concerned, he eternally forfeited all
claim upon God. "But where sin abounded, grace did much more
abound." This marvellous thought leads us to consider the
procedure of Jehovah in grace towards apostate Adam. Let the
following facts be carefully noted :-

1. The God of all grace sought out guilty Adam in purposes of
mercy. He might have simply driven him out of Paradise in His
holy wrath against sin and disobedience. But He dealt with the
first of all sinners in a way of sovereign favour. He did not leave
him in ignorance of the one way of escape from the wrath to come.
He visited him graciously in his ruin.

2. When the God of all grace visited Adam, He found him in his
sins, without repentance, faith, or any desire to be reconciled. And
so it is written, "When we were yet without strength, in due time
Christ died for the ungodly."

3. In pursuance of the purpose of His free grace, God brought
home to Ada?n's conscience the enormity of his guilt. "By the Law
is the knowledge of sin." The searching scrutiny of Jehovah's eye
revealed to the guilty man the hopelessness of his case upon any
grounds of self-justification. This was pure mercy. It is not until
all hope in the flesh is cut off, that " a good hope through grace"
is welcomed.

4. It was at this point in the extremity of Adam's case that God
in His Grace proclaimed a coming Saviour and a Satan-conquering
Redeemer. Here we see the "abundance of grace" of which our
text triumphantly speaks. In type, the revelation of the Gospel
way of salvation by grace was made freely by Jehovah to Adam.
An animal victim was slain by the hand of God, and " unto Adam
also and to his wife did the Lord God make coats of skin, and
clothed them" (Gen. iii. 20). The blood and righteousness of
Christ, thus prefigured, were set forth ere the expulsion of the
guilty pair from Paradise took place. And so the victory of Grace
over guilt was celebrated on the very spot where Satan seemed to
gain the victory. " Much more," asserts our text, "they which
receive abundance of grace, and of the gift of righteousness, shall
reign in Vife by one, Jesus Christ."
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In the history of Adam's fall and of God's Gospel method of
dealing with his sin we are taught'thp, mystery of redemption and
the glorious triumphs of free and sovereign grace.

Clifton.

A TOUCHING INCIDENT.

J. O.

A YOUNG man of eighteen or twenty, a student in a University, went
one day to take a walk with a Professor who was commonly called the
"Student's Friend," such was his kindness to the young men whom
it was his office to instruct. While they were now walking together,
and the Professor was seeking to lead the conversation to grave
subjects, they saw a pair of old shoes lying in their path, which they
supposed must belong to a poor man who was at work in a field close
by, and who had nearly finished his work. The young student turned
to the Professor, saying, "Let us play the man a trick. We will hide
his shoes and conceal ourselves behind those bushes, and watch to
see his perplexity when he cannot find them." "My dear friend,"
answered the Professor, "we must never amUSe ourselves at the
expense of others, especially of the poor; but you are rich, and you
may give yourself a much greater pleasure by means of this poor man.
Put a dollar in each shoe, and then we will hide ourselves behind the
bushes." The student did so, and then placed himself with the
Professor behind the bushes close by, through which they could easily
watch the labourer, and' see what wonder or joy he might express.
The poor man soon finished his work, and came across the field to the
path where he had left his coat and shoes. While he put on his coat,
he slipped one foot into one of his shoe,s, but feeling something hard
he stooped down and found the dollar. Astonishment and wonder
were seen upon his countenance. He gazed upon the dollar, turned
it round, and looked again and again. Then he looked round him on
all sides to see who might have put it there; but could see no one.
Then he put the money in his pocket, and proceeded to put on his
other shoe; but how great was his amazement when he found the
other dollar! His feelings overcame him. He fell on his knees,
looked up .,to heaven, and uttered a fervent thanksgiving to God, in
which he spoke of his sick and helpless wife, and his children without
bread, whom this timely bounty from some unknown hand would
save from perishing. The young man stood deeply affected, and
tears filled his eyes. "Now," said the Professor, " are you not much
better pleased than if you had played your intended trick 1" "Oh,
dearest sir," answered the youth" "you have taught me a lesson I
hope never to forget. I feel now the truth of the words which I never
before understood :-' It is more blessed to give than to receive.' "
From an old Magazine.
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WELLSPRINGS.

" These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen
them afar of}, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and
confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For
they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country.
And truly if they had been mindful a/that country from whence they
came out, they might have had opportunity to have returned: but now
they desire a beUer country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is
not ashamed to be called their God; for He hath prepared for them a
city."-HEB. xi. 13-16.

SUCH"Ls the inspired account given us of the believing Patriarchs, their
pilgrimage, their conflicts, their faith, their hope in their glorious
prospect, inheritance, and entered upon as they severally "died in
faith." Life was to them, and it is to us, a pilgrimage, a journey.
Before us each lies a prospect, a goal, an entering in upon our estate.
It was written of Abraham and his household, acting upon the Divine
command, "They went forth into the land of Canaan, and into the
land of Canaan they came."

Canaan was to the Israelites "the promised land." It was their
prospect--their ambition to win after the toilsome march and weary
wanderings in the Desert of Sin; as enemies and captives in Egypt and
strangers in the land of Moab. But why, it may naturally be asked,
did God select Canaan as a type of Heaven, when there was such a
marked contrast 1 True the country was fertile, fruitful, and well·
watered-" a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and
depths that spring out of valleys and hills ; a land of wheat, and barley,
and vines, and fig trees, and pomegranates; a land of oil olive, and
honey; a land wherein thou shall eat bread without scarceness, thou
shall not lack any thing in it; a land whose stones are iron, and out of
whose bills thou mayest dig brass" (Deut. viii. 7-9). "A land no
more termed desolate, ... but Beulah, for the Lord delighteth in
thee" (Isa. lxii. 4).

But the natural descendants of Canaan were an accursed race
according to the Word, "Cursed be Canaan ; a servant of servants shall
he be unto his brethren"; they were idolaters (Deut. xxix. 17),
superstitious (Deut. xviii. 9, etc.), workers of abominations (Lev. xviii.
27), and" snares and traps and scourges" and enemies to the children
of Israel. They were typical of and representative of these sins and
vices, yea all that feeds a carnal appetite. As one has said: "In the
sinner's heart they are at home; in tbe hearts of God's children they
are unwelcome guests." They were a snare to Israel, and God's
chosen nation were to utterly consume them and destroy them, though·
" by little and little." Ob! how oft do we bemoan in our hearts how-
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"The Canaanite'g still in the land,
To harass, perplex and dismay;

Brought Israel of old to a stand,
For Anak was stronger than they.

What God had designed they possessed,
Supported' and kept by His Hand.

Yet, lest on their lees they should rest,
The Canaanites dwelt in their land."

But the Lord would have us encouraged, as He did His servant
Joshua, "Go up, overcome and possess the land." "They that
are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts."
And we know what it is, with the Apostle Paul, to "die daily,"
nevertheless to "live," and when overcome by a troop, yet to
" overcome at last."

To the enquiry of any of my readers as to how Canaan can, therefore,
possibly be a type of heaven, we should do well always to remember
that a type is only so far a type as our God is pleased to make it and
use it. As this is the case, so far as we see His side of it, it bas its
appointed end. For we are like little children, we need to be
taught by pictures, and thus He stoops to these limited minds of ours,
and suits His teaching to our capacity. When He has accomplished
His design, He is pleased to break the type, that the substance and not
the shadow may remain. So we learn, firstly, how to look upon
Canaan as the Lord used it for a type of the heavenly. His eyes were
upon it from the beginning of the year unto the end of the year-He
delighted in it. It was His peculiar possession. Do you see, beloved
reader, how we are getting at the kernel of the matter as it were 1 He
set it forth to Israel as their one attainment, " Begin to possess it "
"There remaineth yet very much land to be possessed." "Caleb
shall see it, and to him will I give the land that he hath trodden upon,
and to his children, because he hath wholly followed the Lord."
Joshua, too, "he shall go in thither; encourage him; for He shall
cause Israel to inherit it." Was the Lord mocking His servants 1 If
step by step they were to elq>ect to encounter the enemy, was it a
thing very much to be desired 1 Oh, do you not see what was in the
heart of that land 1 Pilgrims, like the children of Israel, may you
and I press toward that mark, remembering :-

"We've no abiding city here,
We seek a city out of sight,

Zion its name, the Lord is there,
It shines with everlasting light."

That was Israel's hope, expectation, and reward. There she stood,
" beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth," that Mount Zion,
the city of our God, " the city of the great King." With the towering I
hills in the north of Palestine, sloping down until the undulating
plains of the south were reached, we' understand the meaning of those
words of the 68th Psalm (16th verse), "Why leap ye, ye high hills 1
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This is the hill which God desireth to dwell in; yea, the Lord will dwell
in it for ever." The snow-clad summits of Lebanon's range, in their
majestic height and lovely pine and cedar verdure, were not to be
compared with Zion's hill, since the Lord chose to make His dwelling
there. " His foundation is in the holy mountain. The Lord loveth
the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of J acob. Glorious
things are spoken of thee, 0 city of God." It was" the stronghold of
Zion " which David took and which was so dear to his heart, for there
was to be built that " house unto the name of the Lord God" by his
son Solomon: "As the Lord spake unto David, my father, saying,
Thy son, whom I will set upon My throne in thy room, he shall build
an house unto My name." And there, too, was the second temple,
the temple of Zerubbabel, after that of Solomon's, and concerning
which was prophesied, "The glory of the latter house shall be greater
than that of the former." And why 1 Because He, the coming One,
would walk those courts of the Lord's House! His feet should stand
upon Mount Olivet! "For the Lord hath chosen Zion; He hath
desired it for His habitation. This is My rest for ever; here will I
dwell; for I have desired it. I will abundantly bless her provision;
I will satisfy her poor with bread. I will also clothe her priests with
salvation; and her saints shall shout aloud for joy. There will I
make the horn of David to bud; I have ordained a lamp for Mine
anointed. His enemies will I clothe with shame; but upon Himself
shall His crown flourish."

Thus did these Messianic prophecies foretell the glories of that
Mount Sion by the coming of the God-Man! We get, therefore, a
glimpse of that faith and hope which kept the Israelites pressing for
ward, and with eager longing, to win that land of Canaan. True, they
murmured, "they lusted exceedingly." They rebelled, they provoked
Him to anger, " and with many God was not well pleased," "whose
carcases fell in the wilderness," which the apostle goes on to explain,
" So we see they could not enter in because of unbelief." But the
believing Jews entered the promised land. They ate of the old corn
of the land. They acquired their promised possessions! And y~t

" These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having
seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them,
and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth."
Again the type is marred! But none of the heavenly Zion's pilgrims
will be disappointed of their hope. None of them will fall short of
their expectations. They shall enter in; they" shall see the King in
His beauty"; they" shall never be ashamed."

No, dear hoping, fearing, trembling child of God-
" He doth not bid thee wait,

To disappoint at last.
Thine eyes shall surely see,

No distant date, nor dim,
The Lord thy God arise for thee:

Wait patiently for Him."
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It shall be said of everyone of Canaan's spiritual seed, " They went
forth into the land of Canaan, and into the land of Canaan they came."
The Lord of the City, the Great Forerunner, is for them entered in,
and they" shall enquire the way to Zion, with their faces thitherward,"
and they shall surely be, according to the demands of His blood·bought
rights, " with Me, where I am, that they may behold My glory," and
where "God is not ashamed to be called their God; for He hath
prepared for them a city," and "they without us shall not be made
perfect." Part of the host have crossed the river Jordan; and" part
are crossing now." Soon it will be but" one army of the Living God,"
&nd no separation between the Church militant and the Church
triumphant. May the glad anticipation, the glorious prospect, the
sure and certain hope speed us onward, upward, heavenward until,
all seeking past, all weary wanderings over, we claim our inheritance,
and looking up, say, "I have waited for Thy salvation, 0 Lord."

" Oh! If He will but save us, after these wilderness sinB,
Shall we not bless and adore Him when eternity's anthem beginB ~

How His long-suffering mercy will heighten security's bliss,
And how dear will the lights of that land be, after the shadows of this."

R.

"MY SERVANT, THE BRANCH."

(ZECHARIAH iii. 8.)

How very blessedly Zacharias, the father of John the Baptist, speaks
of J ehovah-Jesus as the Man whose name is the Branch. That he
might do so in a way worthy of Him, his mouth was opened by the
wonder-working power of God, and he was at the same time filled with
the Holy Ghost, and his tongue was loosed; thus was he fitted to speak
and show forth His praise in giving him a son to be the forerunner of
Christ: "And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest:
for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord, to prepare His ways; to
give knowledge of salvation unto His people, by the remission of their
sinB, through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the Dayspring
[or sun·rising, or branch] from on high hath visited us" (Luke i. 76-78).
Through, or in consequence of, the bowels of the mercy of our God, the
dear Son of His love in a way of mercy hath visited us. He sent His
Son into the world that we might live-in blest communion, and for
ever in His sight-through Him. "I have found David, My servant,"
said God the Father, "with My holy oil have I anointed him, with Whom
My hand shall be established, Mine arm also shall strengthen Him."
And so it comes to pass that the vineyard which J ehovah's right hand
hath planted owes all its fruitfulness to the Man Whose name is the
Branch, "The Branch that Thou madest strong for Thyself;" and
so sings Toplady :-
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11 Qnickened by Thee, and kept alive,
I flourish and bear fruit;

My life I from Thy sap derive,
My vigour from Thy root.

Cl Each moment watered by Thy care,
And fenced with power Divine;

Fruit to eterna.l life sha.ll bea.r 1

The feeblest -branch of Thine. "

When the eye of faith is favoured to See that Covenant oneness
that subsists between Christ Jesus, the Covenant Head, and the Church
which is His body, and specially when this faith which is "of the
operation of God." brings into the soul that joy of the Lord
which is strength to a believing heart-then is perceived the
glory of this declared oneness of Christ and His elect-the true Vine
and the branches loved and chosen in Him, that the vineyard in David
(Ps. lxxx.) which Thy right hand hath planted is a consequent of His
hand (in preparing Him a body) being upon the Man of His right hand
who is the Son of Man, and that the Branch that Thou madest strong
for Thyself is a fruit of the mediatoriallove, mercy, and grace of the
same Son of Man.

The Holy Spirit's testimony of Him by Isaiah, under this metaphor,
is very glorious: "And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of
J esse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots "-so sweet and so
glorious that the holy Scriptures at the very close bring it in: "I am
the roet and the offspring of David, and the bright and Morning Star"
(Isa. xi., Rev. xxii.). Oh! that" tender branch" was in the root of
David according to the flesh (Heb. ii. 14) when the tree of the house of
Judah to the eye of Sense looked as if it had been cut down. " For
there is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that it will sprout again, though
the root thereof wax old in the earth, and the stock thereof die in the
ground, yet through the scent of water it will bud, and bring forth
boughs like a.plant." Oh! what a sprouting was that when, through
the tender mercy of our blessed Covenant God, the Dayspring-or
Branch-from on high visited us, when this tender Branch appeared.
What faithfulness and power! (Luke i. 31).

"The scent of water." Surely the water that watered the root of the
house of David was" the river of God," the river spoken of in the 46th
Psalm-" There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the
city of God."

This Branch, says Isaiah, is to have the Spirit of the Lord
resting upon Him : "the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit
of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge, and .of the fear of the
Lord." If the hand of the Lord was \Ipon Elijah, how much more,
yea, how transcendently in these things was it upon the Man of His
right hand, Christ Jesus. And so in all that follows, from the third
to the ninth verse Isa. xi., we have Him, as Mediator, taking up every
distinct branch of His work in redemption and salvation. And what
is the blessed result? The blessed result is the escaping of His own
Israel. By this mercy and grace they escape as a bird out of the
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snare of the fowler. " In that day shall the Branch of the Lord be
beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and
comely for them that are escaped of Israel," i.e., the remnant according
to the election of grace.

By the prophet Jeremiah (xxiii. 5, and xxxiii. 15) the Lord said:
" Behold the days come, saith the Lord, that I will raise unto David a
righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute
judgment and justice in the earth . . . and His name shall he called
the Lord aur Righteousness." And the mystery of Divine love is declared
in that His Name-is named upon her, his bride, the Church, the Lamb's
wife. "For this cause," said Paul, "I how my knees unto the Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole family in heaven and earth
is named" (Eph. iii. 14, 15). As Jacoh said to Joseph: "Let my
name he named on them," so, after the prophet has declared the name
"the Lord our Righteousness," in chapter xxiii" he names it upon her,
the hride, the Lamb's wife, in chapter xxxiii.-" She shall he called the
Lord our Righteousness," for" their righteousness, wherehy they are
justified before God, is of Me, saith the Lord" (Isa. liv. 17).

Behold, then, "the Man whose Name is The Branch" (Zech. vi. 12),
Who grew up out of His place-Bethlehem and Nazareth-as God
manifest in the flesh; Who was manifested to take away our sins, and
to destroy the works of the devil. Behold Him as the Redeemer and
Saviour of His people, who in and of themselves are helpless and lost.
Behold Him endearing Himself to His called saints by the revelation
of Himself hy His Word and by His Spirit, wherehy they grow up into
Him in all things.

Lastly, that wise man and inspired prophet of God, Solomon, declares
that" he that trusteth in his riches shall fall," and John, by the Spirit
in the Revelation, that in one hour certain " great riches" are brought
to nought; Solomon, that in opposition to this man trusting in his
riches is~" The Righteous, who shall flourish as a Branch" (Prov. xi.
28; Rev. xviii. 17).

Both the "riches" of "creature merit," and all material riches
acquired by propagating this tenet of Rome, shall profit nothing in
the day of death and in the day of wrath; but those durable riches of
grace on earth and glory in heaven that are in Christ and from Him
shall make their possessors rich to all the intents of bliss, flourish like
the watered herb, and shake like Lebanon.

B-irkenhead. G. A.

" IF there were no Trinity there could he no atonement. For first
there must he some infinitely great Being to whom the atonement
must be made; and this is God the Father. Next there must be
some infinite Being to make the atonement, for no mere man can
atone for another; and this is God th1l Son. And next there must
be some infinite Being to make known to those whose sins were atoned
for that their sins were blotted out; and this is God the Holy Ghost."
-Anon.

•



594 The Gospel Magazine.

THE MYSTERY AND MARROW OF THE BIBLE I~ GOD'S
COVENANTS.-No. XIV.

By FRANCIs ROBERTs, JltA., 1657, A.D.-Edited by the Rev. J. E.
WALKER, M.A.

(Continued from page 549.)

OUR Author, having convincingly proved from Holy Scripture that the
obedience of Jesus Immanuel, "the Lord our Righteousness," and not
tbe faith of the quickened soul, is the justifying Righteousness of all
the saints, he disposes, in one sentence of absolute denial, of the heresy
of Osiander,-who taught that that righteousness, which justifies, is
the essential righteousness of God.

Dr. Thomas Goodwin, of blessed memory, has expressed his repudia
tion of this heresy in the vehement words: "When I say that we are
justified by the whole Righteousness of Christ, I do not understand
that essential holiness of the Divine Nature, which is in Christ, Who
is God, for I perfectly reject and abhor that dream of Osiander." It
seems, however, necessary in these days, when there is so much unhappy
confusion of thought upon all revealed truth, to enter more at length
upon this error, which, with many others, has been revived, and to
show that the believer's justification is absolutely and inseparably
united with the mystery of God Inearnate; that as Jesus Immanuel
is the. whole glory, the centre and the circumference of the Eternal
Covenant, and as He is called, therefore, the Covenant itself, because
all its provisions of grace and salvation are in Him (Isa. xlii. 6; xlix. 8),
so this Covenant Righteousness must be His, as the white fleece of
" the Lamb who was slain." Let us advance, then, to the evidences
that this justifying Righteousness "unto and upon everyone who
believeth," cannot be the Essential Righteousness of God. And
(first) that Essential Righteousness is an incommunicable attribute or
essential property of the Godhead. That Righteousness is indeed
rather God all-Righteousness, the Divine attributes being rather our
finite way of contemplating the Infinite and Eternal, than any separable
attributes in God. To communicate, then, this Essential Righteousness
would be to deify the creature: to make the created and finite, Infinite
and Divine!

If it be urged that this Essential Righteousness is said (2 St. Peter i.
4) to be actually communicated to the creature, it may be replied
again that, were this (which yet cannot be conceded) the intention
of the inspired words, yet to apply those words to justification would
virtually become a surrender to the worst heresy of the Tridentine
doctrine (Canons of the Council of Trent, chap. xvi., canon 11), which
substitutes imparted grace in the sinner for the imputed obedience of
Jesus Christ, Who was "made sin but without sin, that we might be
made the Righteousness of God in Him." This cannot be the mind
of the Holy Ghost, and this cannot therefore be the true intention of
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the words of St. Peter. The" Divine nature" cannot be, then, the
essential Righteousness of God, but rather a nature created by the
Divine grace in the soul, quickened unto faith by the Spirit of God:
that new creation, in fact, which is the Divine handiwork of God the
Holy Spirit.

If it again be replied that this Essential Righteousness has been
purchased for the justified, and shall be made theirs actually in
eternity, how is it said always in Holy Scripture that justification,
and therefore the Righteousness which is unto justification, is a present
possession, the Righteousness being imputed unto faith, "the faith
of the operation of God"? (Rom. v. I; viii. I). Justification is a
Divine act of time, not held in reserve for eternity. The soul that
believes in the Son of God shall be indeed more sanctified, but cannot
be more justified, when welcomed into the everlasting vision of God,
for its partial holiness must then be transfigured into an entire and
perpetual sanctity. But its justification is as complete, when first
" accepted in the Beloved," as when (by weak human measure we may
say) a hundred thousand years of beatific life are passed. Oh what a
consolation is this to the poor soul, when exercised with a. body of
indwelling sin, cast down with the sense of infirmity and failure and
backsliding. "I have (it may say) a Righteousness of the grace of
God, a Righteousness in Him, whose name is Jesus, God manifest in
the flesh, which even now answers all claims, has satisfied all the
eternal Justice and Holiness, and secures to me entrance into the
everlasting peace, and this Righteousness is mine, not in reserve, but

. "possessIOn.
But then, perhaps, it may be urged that this Essential Righteousness

may be the righteousness imputed unto the children of grace. To
this it must be replied that this cannot be, for these several reasons.
This Divine and Essential Righteousness is the very nature of the
Triune Godhead, whereas the soul, justified through faith, is so justified
in the name and Righteousness of One Person in the undivided God
head. Not in the Righteousness of the Father nor in the Righteousness
of the Eternal Spirit are we justified, but in the Righteousness of the
only-begotten Son. He only is called" The Lord our Righteousness."

And this leads us to the truth that the Essential Righteousness of
God, instead of giving obedience-a thing every way impossible to
the Triune Godhead except as manifested in the Incarnation of the
second Person,-requires obedience; yes, requires obedience of Him,
the Last Adam, in Whom as the eternally-begotten Son, made flesh,
we, sinful souls, fallen and disobedient in the First Adam, ca.n alone be
justified. Justification is thus by and through obedience,-obedience
given and rendered by One, Himself the Eternal Fountain of all
righteousness, yet made Incarnate to obey for us. The holy Apostle
makes this the whole argument, as has been said, in the fifth chapter
of his Epistle to the Romans,-disobedience in the one transgression
answered by the obedience of the One Surety of the Eternal Covenant.
This obedience was given and rendered in and by the God-Man, obeying
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in the nature to be justified; meriting in the nature that justifies;
for although" to justify" may and does often intend the justification
by God, it may also signify the merit, by and under which that justifica·
tion'is bestowed.

Then the parallelism between the First and the Last Adam, together
with the whole doctrine of the Covenants (1 Cor. xv. 45; Heb. xiii. 20 ;
and compare Gal. iii. 21 with Rom. iii. 10) would be destroyed, if the
obedience which justifies were the Essential Righteousness of God.

We conclude, then, that the Righteousness, in which the soul is
justified, is the Righteousness of God, both as it is provided by God
in the everlasting Covenant of His grace and in the gift of His Son,
Jesus Christ; and as, also, it is so provided in and through Him, Who,
being God the Eternal Son, became Man that by His human life of
meritorious obedience and His most precious death and resurrection
He might redeem and justify the election of grace. Thus, faith
embraces the whole Lamb of God, the openness of His wounds and the
whiteness of His fleece; the one to cleanse, to hide, to heal, to absolve;
the other to clothe, to beautify, to present faultless; for had we the
first without the second, the soul would be delivered from the eternal
judgment, but could not be brought to the Beatific Presence in peace
for want of raiment, of the white linen, white and clean, 'Zhich is the
Righteousness of the saints. The plural in the sacred text of Rev.
xix. 8 (" righteousnesses ") is either the plural of excellency, or, prefer,
ably, may have relation to the innumerable acts, sufferings, meritings
of that Human Life of God Incarnate, all of which, woven into a
texture of perfect beauty from justification, made an infinite reparation
for our infinitely failing righteousness which is but unrighteousness
and" filthy rags." These words of Thomas Goodwin, taken from his
deeply reasoned and spiritual book on "Christ, the Mediator," may
be a suitable close to this chapter. And he asks :-

" And first, what is the Law? Surely this is the righteous Will
and Word of the Holy God. But then, Christ is the Eternal Word,
yea, and the Giver of the Law. Then let the Law show the bond it
had once against those for whom Christ died, in open court. But
this the Law hath· not. It has been taken" away, not by stealth or
force, but openly." And then there is given a very interesting explana
tion of the difficult words in Col. ii. 14. "The Moral Law (he says)
was the creditor to whom reparation of outraged glory and holiness
was due, the ceremonial Law the bond which God had appointed the
Jews to give in (Gal. v. 3), whereby to acknowledge the debt. Now,
in token that the debt is paid by our Lord's precious death, we find
the bond cancelled. By His active obedience all the service due to
be done for the honour of the Law, and by His passive obedience all
the curse and satisfaction to be rendered, have been perfectly fulfilled.
He fulfilled the Law in service and obedience performed unto it for
the space of three·and-thirty years (John viii. 29). He was' obedient
unto death,' says St. Panl (Phil. ii. 8) and, therefore, that obedience
continued through all His meritorious life as the God-Man. Creatures
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less than the Creator could not have rendered that obedience, because
the law of their creation requires all they can do for themselves, and
what they do is not their own. But Christ, God in the flesh, was servus
factus non natus (Gal. iv. 4), made a Servant to fulfil this obedience,
not born a servant. This obedience of such a Person (for in the mystery
of God Incarnate, the Person is Eternal and Divine) doth make all the
obedience meritorious for others, for the Person performing it had (Who
was the law-Giver) no need of that righteousness. So Jehovah, who
had no need of acquisite* righteousness, is Himself our Righteousness.
Now (he continues) the creatures, if abiding in their original and
created righteousness as the elect angels abide, can at the best only go
over their works again and again, to all eternity, and so can make
nothing perfect through the copy of their righteousness over and
over again; but in Christ, God Incarnate, there is a fulfilling of all
righteousness but once, which will by the merit of the Person obeying
avail for that eternal obligation (of actual obedience) due from all the
new creation: and as by one oblation of Himself (Heb. x. 14), so by one
obedience and righteousness (Rom. v. 18) He is able to justify us' for
ever. Therefore it is that at and before His Death His words to the
Eternal Father are, ' I have finished the work which Thou gavest Me
to do' (John xvii. 4). Nay, further, He can fulfil both these righteous
nesses at once, and in obeying suffer, and in suffering obey, and He can
say of both, 'It is finished:' How infinitely sad it is, then, to
exclude and banish the Human Obedience, so infinitely glorifying to
and so entirely vicarious under the Law, from its part of our justifica
tion, for that all perfect Life could not by the mystery of the Person,
Whose life it was, be anything less in its obedience than of an infinite
merit as the Human Righteousness of God Incarnate, imputed unto
all who by grace believe."

(To be continued.)

CHRISTIAN HUSBANDRY.

THE SEASONS-SUMMER.

By AMBROSE SERLE, AND RECOMMENDED BY THE REV. WILLIAM

ROMAINE.

(Continued from page 572.)

WE have considered faith, in its simple idea, as a gracious reliance
upon the truth of God; and we may define the full assurance of faith
to be, not an exclusion of all doubting, but a victory over prevalent
doubting, and a settled confidence in the wisdom, power, love, and
faithfulness of the Lord. Corruption, while we are in the body, will
rebel, and so will doubt and unbelief, which are the great agents of
corruption. But they do not conquer, they do not reign. Faith has
the final victory, though faith must fight constantly to obtain it. As,

'* This word seems to intend-H Righteousness to be acquired as necessary."
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in the case of a rebellion, every defeat weakens it, and strengthens the
power of a State, so, in this rebellion of our corrupt nature, with its
army of unbeliefs, doubts, and warring passions, the soul is invigorated
by frequent victories, and at length obtains such a measure of strength
as riot to be shaken in its conflicts. This habit, and this strength, thus
wrought in the mind by Christ (for there is no victory without the
great Captain of Salvation), is the plerophory or full assurance of faith,
which every believer should be seeking, as the greatest privilege and
bliss on this side of heaven. Now all this, evidently, doth not arise
from whim or vision, but from a solid, warranted, well-grounded, and
well-fought experience-an experience which doth not rest upon
opinion, but upon fact, not on immediate revelations, which God hath
promised to nobody, but upon His infallible Word, which is spiritually
open to all that truly believe.

From this consideration the weakest believer may receive ground of
comfort. If he cannot rely as much as he would, yet if he rely at all,
or as much as he can, he has found a measure of grace to be faithful; and
the very desire is not of himself, but freely given him from above. He
must join faith and patience, and he shall find, in pressing daily after
the mark of his high calling, that he shall not miss it at the last. Bishop
Davenant calls full assurance not so much faith itself, as the daughter
of faith. To which we might add, the daughter cannot be born so
soon as the mother, who must previously have acquired a requisite
maturity.

Upon the whole we may see how justly the image from nature
resembles the progression of grace. Every believer may look back
upon the times that are past, and see many victories obtained,
many snares avoided, many corruptions subdued, which once had
strong dominion within his soul. He fought hard in some cases, and
seemed perhaps to be foiled in others; but he may remember that he
ever rose from his falls with increasing watchfulness and strength.
The blows of the adversary have inspired him with wariness, and he
is now less and less ignorant of Satan's devices. He is grown, like our
fir-tree, above many of the obstructing shrubs, and many things which
once were great difficulties are now become exercises, only to keep (as
it were) his life of faith in health and vigour. He can breathe more
freely the air of heaven, and is grown higher in his \vishes towards it.
The realities of glory, always invisible to nature, become through
grace more and more visible to his soul, and wean his heart therefore
more entirely from the world. This is growth in grace; and, withont
this, all other attainments are but a shadow or a name.

IV. The most flourishing tree, or plant, though it might spring like
Jonah's gourd, is not seen to grow. Time is requisite to mark or to
measure the progress; and, measuring the progress by the time, we
determine the growth to be more or less vigorous, and consequently
the plant to be more or less healthful_

True believers, also, are not like mushrooms,-
.. Which spring with morning, and at night decay,"
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but trees of the Lord's planting, that He may be glorified. They grow,
but their growth is uot seen by themselves or by others immediately.
It is perceived only in the course of time. Nor do they grow by noise,
any more than the vegetable kingdom. An increasing volubility of
tongue and a blustering profession, like a roaring wind among trees,
are more likely to blow down than to impart life (James i. 26). It is
not so much the interest of a Christian to talk about the Gospel, as
to have his heart moulded into the very frame and fashion of it. Let
his spirit be truly evangelized, and his conversation will then be as
becometh the Gospel, as well as of the Gospel. Grace is weighty, and
leads to a weight of glory. It turns from lightness and trifling, a3
its bane (Ephesians v. 4). It dwells in a re-collected mind, a steady
heart, and a peaceful soul. When the professor has this within him
he ceases to be a rattle, knowing that those are but the emptiest vesssels
which give the loudest sound.

V. Some trees in the garden make a great show but bear no fruit.
They are splendid in leaves, and perhaps in blossoms; but they yield
either nothing to eat, or something not worth eating. The largest
species of tree known in the world is the baobab or calibash tree of
Senegal, which often exceeds seventy feet in the circumference of the
trunk, and covers with its boughs a circle of above one hundred and
thirty feet in diameter; but yields a fruit which, while it is unfit for
food, does not exceed the size of a common kidney-bean. With this
enormous substance it has large and handsome leaves, and looks at a
distance rather like a grove than a single tree.

o what a picture is here of many a specious soul! How many have
looked tall like cedars in Lebanon; how many have promised fair like
the fig-tree in the Gospel, who, when the Master sought for fruit, have
yielded none 1 Some have spoken gloriously, and written elegantly, of
the Word of God and heavenly things, have been supposed in the upper
most class of the Christian school, and have even done, in God's name,
many wonderful works, who, after all, have 0 my soul, leave the
awful blank, and turn inwards for a deep examination and proof of
thine own faith and experience, lest, after treating of Christ and His
holy truths, thou thyself be only a castaway! Dism,,1 reflection!
It is sad for people who are deplorably ignorant of the Gospel, or who
have never heard its joyful sound, to fall into perdition; but how
much more dreadful must the destruction of those persons be, who
have talked loud and written fair of their knowledge in the things of
God, and yet have been actuated all the while by the selfish, proud,
and unsanctified motives of the devil 1 Rather let me be a humble
shrub of a span in height, with holy branches bent by the fruits of
grace, than all the calibashes in the world, with their spreading boughs
and useless trunks. 0 that I may be a green olive tree in the house
of my God, of Whom my fruit may be found, and to Whom it may be
acceptable, through Christ Jesus !

VI. It is a vulgar error, that plants feed upon the soil itself, and
derive their increase from it. The truth is, that the soil itself is a



600 The Gospel Magazme.

receiver of the vegetable pasture from the skies, and becomes a
repository or reservoir of what it has received for the support of the
trees or herbs which may grow upon it, but imparts none of its own
substance to form their substance, which is compounded of other and
different elements. In proof of this an orange tree has been known
to be planted in a box, in which the quantity of earth was both
measured and weighed, and to have grown in many years to a con
siderable size; but when the earth (to which no additions were made
at any time) was taken out, there was precisely the same quantity
and weight as at the first. Again, everybody knows that only the
upper stratum or surface of the earth, which has been either exposed
to the elements or mixed with things which have been exposed, is
capable of supporting plants. And soils are good or bad as they are
more or less recipient and retentive of the celestial fluids. Sandy soils,
for instance, receive easily; but being compounded of little more than
an assemblage of very small stones (as may be discerned immediately
by a microscope), they as easily pass through them what they have
received; and clay, being of too adhesive a nature to receive, or to
part with what it has received, unless extremely broken and meliorated
by some favourable seasons, of course becomes sterile to plants, and
rarely fit for much vegetation.

A striking and beautiful lesson this of human dependence upon God!
In grace, as· well as in providence, every blessing comes from above.
The earth and the creatures have nothing in themselves but by His
operation. The soul of man, likewise, derives all its holiness from
above, and therefore the fruits of righteousness in him are called the
fruits of the Spirit. Without His immediate agency, the nature of
man, with respect to spiritual productions, is as barren as a rock. And,
after conversion, all the fresh springs of the believer are in his God, and
without God he can do nothing. Grace is not in man's power, but,
from moment to moment and from day to day, is dealt down from
heaven, as the manna in the wilderness was, or as the rains and influences
are from the skies. "Give us this day our daily bread," is a prayer
made to express every day's depeudence as it comes. The bread of
life is the gift of God, and not the stock of man; it comes through the
Divine will and power, not through human potency, and replenishes
those for whom it is ordained. It is the children's bread, and not the
world's. The world neither knows nor desires it.

All increase of grace, as well as grace in the beginning, is from God
in Christ. As the substance of the earth is not gathered into plants
for their growth, so nothing carnal or earthly administers the true life
or substance to the children of God. This comes entirely from Himself,
Who is wonderful in working.

The retention, as well as reception, of grace, is also through the good
hand of God upon the soul. He prepareth the heart, and maketh the
ground of it as good as it may be, according to His pleasure. Some
souls, like the best soils, are rich in the abundance of the heavenly
influences which they are enabled. to retain; and consequently the
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plants which God establishes therein become plants of renown, yielding
sixty or an hundred fold. Others, like the sandy glebe, receive easily
the word, but too easily part with it again, so that the crop, which
might have been expected, becomes thin and poor, or, in dry and
trying seasons, scarcely any at all. Others, again, possessing a stiff
and stubborn temper, may be compared to tenacious clay, which
requires much labour and breaking for cultivation and for recep'
tion of celestial influence, and which, after all, -produces fruits
neither so sweet nor so abundant as the more porous and friable
mould.

VII. In almost every pond exists an object which, observed with
attention in all its parts, opens a new source of wonder and curiosity
to an inquisitive mind. It is the vegetable animal called a polype.
There are several kinds of this amphigeneous being, found both in salt
and fresh water. They take root as plants, but exert acts of life as
creatures of animal sensation. They evidently vegetate, and as
evidently are animated. They have a double life, and yet form but
one species of being. -

These auimal plants or flowers beautifully exemplify the two-fold
life of a Christian. He rises, indeed, upon the symbol, for he is a
partaker of a Divine as well as a human nature. He lives as an animal
in the gross atmosphere of this world; but, as a renewed immortal
spirit, he exerts the acts of a purely spiritual life, which are as distinct
from all auimal sensibilities as the animal faculty of the polype is from
the vegetable. We cannot define the mode of either existence; but
we can easily discern the existence and the distinction. We can also
speak positively upon one fact, that the Christian receives his spiritual
life, and the momentary support of it, from the Divine Spirit, because
the Word of God (as well as experience) will bear us out in the assertion.
Every real believer perceives a life in his soul, with which he was not
born, which was at some period given him by the ministration of the
Word and Spirit, and which puts forth in him many acts of a Divine
nature to which his human sense was; before that ministration, a
perfect stranger. He has new eyes, new ears, new heart, new hopes,
new affections; in a word, he is become, in the language of the Scripture,
"a new creature" (2 Cor. v. 17). This new creation, which every
carnal mind, swollen with the opinion of its own powers, is disposed to
treat with enmity, because it cannot comprehend what is above itself,
is a spiritual creation, formed in the soul of the true Christian, and
superadded to that nature with which he came into the world. Hence
he appears outwardly as a mere man, but to God, to spirits, and to
himself, both an immortal and a celestial being. Men see his gross
parts, but only spiritual existences can discern his spiritual. He is
known to be a citizen of heaven by all the inhabitants of heaven, and
they rejoice over him as such.

The symbol yields likewise an argument, by analogy, for the
immortality of the soul. The scale of being ascends by gradation.
As vegetable mounts to animal life in the polype, so man from corporeal
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rises to incorporeal, connecting the world of matter with the world of
spirit and immateriality.

Grant a make
Half mortal, half immortll.l i earthly, part;
And part, etherial j grant the soul of maD
Eternal; or, in man the series ends.
Wide yawns the gap; cODuection is no more.

VIII. Every pond of water, as well as the whole mass of air, swarms
with inhabitants, and I have been sometimes much amused on the
bank of a piece of water in my garden, by the wonderful transmutation
of various insects from the state of maggots, in which they first lived
and swam as fishes, to the state of flies into which they have almost
instantaneously emerged, and flown as creatures of the air. In one
minute they have been slow animals swimming in a dense and gross
element, and in another they have sprung into a being, almost totally
different in life and form, and flown swiftly off through an element
comparatively rarefied and pure, leaving their former coverings or
sloughs in the water behind them.

A most significant emblem of that great change which shall pass
upon human nature in the hour of death! the saint, in particular,
shall start from a heavy earthly tabernacle into a form of vivid
brightness and spiritual agility. The mass of clay, with which he is
now enveloped, both hides and confines his spiritual part under the
gross atmosphere of this world; but it soon shall be thrown off, and,
like the exuvire or coverings of the insects above-mentioned, shall be
left to rot in the mass from whence it was derived. 0 what an ever
lasting change in a moment of time! from corruptible to incorruptible!
from mortal to i=ortal! from pain to bliss! from darkness to light!
from dull sensation to full and rapid intellection! from dying creatures
to the everlasting God!

IX. In this warm season, while every plant flourishes towards
maturity, a great variety of pernicious insects is dispersed over all the
vegetable kingdom. Some are large and voracious, as the locust and
caterpillar, which desolate all before them. Others spread a no less
certain, but more secret, ruin over the trees, the fruits, or the leaves,
which they attack. Some work destruction in the dark, and make
their ravages when no eye can see them, as the slug and the corn-fly.
And others, again, such as the blights or vine-fretters, almost imper
ceptibly assail the tender twigs, and, though in themselves minute and
weak as individuals, are formidable from the vast armies into which
they combine. Every plant which grows is subject to ravage; one
party attacks its leaves, another its fruit, and a third its trunk; while
the worms, moles, etc., like miners at a siege, aim their efforts at the
foundation, and sap the very roots.

How strikingly expressive are these pestilent vermin of those many
foolish and hurtful lusts which war against the soul! How character
istic of those numberless swarms of evil spirits which lie in wait to
devour! And as in su=er the destructive insects principally
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abound, so in the prosperity of man do these enemies of his peace
chiefly beset him. They creep under his choicest blessings, as vermin
will under the fairest leaves; and as the most delicious fruits are most
liable to depredations, so the greatest mercies should be received with
the greatest watchfulness and prayer, lest some lurking foe should
insinuate himself among them. There are some insects which bear
the exact colour of the leaves they destroy, and are therefore the more
difficult to be seen; and how often will Satan be transformed into an
apparent angel of light, that he may work unperceived, and the more
readily carry on his destructive aims 1 In the nearest approaches to
the throne of grace, that summer of the soul, how will this lurking
enemy attempt to defile what he is not permitted to destroy 1 How
will he suggest motives of exaltation from the deepest abasement of
spirit, and urge notions of self-righteousness from the very confessions
of sin 1 And if he can thus prevail, as sometimes he doth, how much
more will he aim to swell the heart with the vastness of its importance,
and the high degree of its attainments, when it has been favoured with
the sense of God's goodness and love 1 0 Christian, when the light
of thy Father's countenance shineth upon thee, pray earnestly that
the light may shine the more clearly into thee, that thou mayest not
only be fully discovered to thyself, but that thou mayest be able also
to discover the secret and subtle enemy of thy peace. He, if let alone,
would poison every act of duty and love, either by mixing with it thy
sinful passions or his own diabolical insinuations. Whether these
insects crawl or fly, that is, whether lust and the devil appear like a
maggot feeding upon the trash of the earth, or like a moth with wings
of pride and self-exaltation, in the help of thy Saviour shake them from
thee, for the purpose of both is to destroy thy soul, or to wither its
growing strength. Look to the great Husbandman, who will either
send His providence to take them off, or with the Word of His power,
like lightning from heaven, blast the blill;hting race upon thee. Be
they ever so numerous, they shall be like Sennacherib's host before the
destroying angel {2 Kings xix. 35), all dead corpses in the space of a
night; and, if others sncceed them, fight the good fight of faith and
pray on; for, finally, thou shalt be a conqueror, and more than a
conqueror, through Him that hath loved thee. The time ,viII shortly
come when the many foes which thou hast seen in the days of thy
flesh" thou shalt see again no more for ever" (Exod. xiv. 13).

X. The fecundity of noxious insects is prodigious. It has been
calculated that one female of the corn-fly alone can produce, in one
year, no fewer than one hundred and five millions forty-three thousand
seven hundred and fifty individuals of the same species.

What an emblem this of the prolific nature of sin! Indulge one
corruption, and how will you shut out the torrent 1 One lie, to cover
itself, will often produce twenty; and every lust, though supplied by
sins without number, ,viii still cry out, like the horse-leech, Give, give!
When a man allows himself in any sin, he cannot say, "Thus far shalt
thou go, and no farther"; for he commits himself to the back of a
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wild courser which (if God do not prevent) will entirely run away with
him. Sin, of itself, never stops but at one goal, and that is in the bosom
of hell.

We may also look at the generative faculty of all sin in the one first
sin of Adam. What a race of wickedness, impieties, and vices, has
originated from that single stock! Can all the sands of the sea, or all
the stars of the sky, be equivalent in number 1 or can number express
all the sins of thoughts which never appeared, of words which have
been uttered, or of deeds committed, for almost six thousand years 1
Sinner, canst thou reckon up those which thou hast conceived in thy
short life 1 No. They are like the caterpillars which God sent upon
Egypt, absolutely without number (Psalm cv. 34).

XI. In the summer season the over-luxuriant branches of fruit trees
are pruned off. These, if permitted to remain, would draw away all
the sap from the tender shoots, which alone bear the fruit, and, by
destroying them, would injure and make barren the tree.

Not the most splendid professors bear the most real fruit, but the
most humble. There have been many souls, rich in faith, who have
escaped the world's eye, and the eye of believers too, but who have been
most precious in the sight of God. Perhaps some of these secret ones,
whom even serious persons have thought the least and the last, will be
found among the first and the greatest at Christ's appearing. Gold
and diamonds rarely lie upon the surface. Who could have supposed
that a poor heathen, and a heathen soldier too, of a profession the
most unfavourable to piety, should have outshone all the professors in
the visible Church, and even the apostles themselves, in an exercise of
grace, if Christ Himself had not declared it 1 "Verily," says our
Lord, of the centurion, "I have not found so great faith, no not in
Israel" (Matt. viii. 10). "The Lord seeth not as man seeth" (it was
said upon another remarkable occasion); "for man looketh upon the
outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart" (1 Chron.
xvi. 7).

As in the Church, so in every individual member of it, not the most
florid is always the most true; but the humble acts and inward
breathings of the soul have most of Christ in them, and are the most
efficient excitements to works really good. "The fruits of righteous
ness are by Christ Jesus, to the glory and praise of God"; and, with
these, all God's trees are more or less filled (Phi!. i. 11). Our spiritual
Husbandman pruneth His fruit-bearing branches, that they may
produce more fruit. He cuts off their stubborn will, rank pride, and
high imaginations, all of them very showy and very luxuriant boughs ;
but He cuts them off for a blessed end-that faith may be strengthened,
and that joy, peace, holiness, and all other fruits of grace may abound.
The true believer can be satisfied, and often rejoices to see the tender
love of God, in the suppression of his carnal will and the old man, and
in the establishment of the will of Jesus, Who is the life of the new
man. The unmortified spirit alone is dissatisfied and unhappy at this
work; but a soul given up to God and resigned to Him enjoys this
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crucifixion of self and this cross, which he must daily take up after
his Saviour. For he is endued with this faithful persuasion, that let
things appear as they may, his best interest is safe, and his soul is safe,
because God hath promised that all things shall work together for his
good. This is a hard saying to flesh and blood; but, if God Himself
be infallible, it is a true one, and, sooner or later, every believer will
find it so.

XII. Frequently, in summer, we have great droughts and parching
heats, which would destroy many tender plants were it not for the
copious dews which commonly fall at this season, and for the attentive
watering of the husbandman.

Thus God is gracious to His people in the worst of times. He either
preserves them by His providence, or removes them from the evil. He
is to them as the shadow of a great rock from the virulent heat of
trial, or as the dew of Israel to their spirits, to enable them to undergo
it. In those parching seasons, when the comforts of all other men are
burnt up and destroyed, His benign Spirit, ever ready to hear the cry
of His needy ones, waters their souls from the river of life, nor suffers
them to droop or decay. So assiduous is His care, so unremitted are
the tokens of this love, that He waters them every moment. Whatever
they may seem to want, either by themselves or others, they really
want nothing that is good for them. They have all and abound; not
perhaps in the immediate perception of the animal sense, but in the
real and certain enjoyment of that positive mercy which they truly
need. Such is His wisdom towards them, that He often converts the
want of what they think would be a blessing into the very blessing
which they really want. Thus even His clouds, gloomy and obscure
as they seem, drop fatness. When they come to glory, doubtless they
will look back upon time, and reckon the losses, disappointments,
troubles, and sorrows which they felt in the flesh among the choicest
mercies which God ever bestowed. They will then see the apostle's
need-be for all the heaviness they endured through manifold tempta
tions, and will bless the goodness of God for the sorest troubles which
they ever sustained in the world. For,

XIII. As the greatest summer's heat the soonest perfects the fruit
and gives it the richest flavour,

So the greatest miseries and trials which the true Christian can
endure in this life ripen his soul the fastest for glory, and cause the
graces of the Spirit to flow the richer and the stronger within him.
As God doth not afflict His people willingly, or without particular
reason and necessity, so they have not one sorrow too much, too many,
or too long. Here let faith and patience come in. Here is their
exercise, here their warfare. This is not the strife of words; for here
the sound of the hypocrite and the noise of the carnal professor are
not heard, but a mighty wrestling of the soul with God, which the
Lord approves, because the soul in this act gives up its own will and
strength, and cleaves to Him alone with full purpose of heart. Grace
enables the believing mind to resign all into God's hands, and to be
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active or patient, to be in this state or another, just as it seemeth Him
good. 0 happy frame of soul! 0 desirable temper of mind! This
is to be rich in faith, wise in experience, tranquil upon earth, and
sometimes enjoying the foretastes of heaven. Compared with all
this, what are the bustles and bubbles of the world, the pomp of man,
the mere parade of profession, and all the fair shows in the flesh 1 They
are vanity and a dream-lighter than the vapour of vanity, and useless
as nothing!]

(To be continued.)

"TO DIE IS GAIN."

PHIL. i. 2l.

I HAVE been cheered lately by several assurances from Christian friends
that the account of my loved mother's home·call has been such a real
help and encouragement to them. For so many dear children of God,
like her, shrink from the last enemy; they" fear to cross the narrow
sea." Like her, they are, "through fear of death all their lifetime
subject to bondage" (Heb. ii. 15). But, reading of her, and the calm,
gentle way in which she" fell on sleep," and not only so, but was
enabled to contemplate and speak with great confidence that" under
neath were the everlasting arms,"_from this several dear readers
have" thanked God and taken courage."

Yes, Satan has harassed thousands of God's loved people, and
clothed the very entry into glory with terror. But he has never
succeeded when the need for dying strength arose. With the Golden
City in view the eyes brighten and the enamoured vision so encourages
the soul that death is all swallowed up in victory. For the sting is
all gone since Christ died, and "the dark, dread stream" becomes
" the shining river."

"The dark, dread stream.
So we have thought it, but-it lieth fair
And glea11l8 like !rilver in the light from Heaven;
So narrow, too, 'tis but a step across,
And Christ's hold will not slacken till we're safe."

No; His hold will not slacken-it is the power of God Himself;
so strong, yet so tender; so firm, yet so gentle. And in the safe Home
on the other side we shall look back on earth's pathway, and say,

" He waa better to me than all my hopes.
He was better than all my fears."

That dreaded hour became the sweetest sight and sound and time
of love, the shining river gilded with glory gleams from the fair City
of God. We think of dying Stephen and his vision of the opened
heavens and Jesus. Personally, I recall my now glorified father, with
glistening eyes, not long before he went Home, glancing forward and
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upward, exclaiming, " I see Thee-Jesus!" No terror, but glad delight.
It was no sick man's fancy; it was a glorious reality. The Master's
own assurance is-" I will come again and receive you unto Myself" ;
and so He does.

" The word that He hath spoken
Shall never, never- fail."

The knowledge of the Lord Jesus is so personal, so real, that the
sight of Him is as of a dear familiar Friend, long known and long loved,
and

" Our joy will be to be with Him;
HiB joy tha.t we are there."

So it comes to pass that to be with Ohrist is far better. It is not the
freedom from pain, sickness, and sorrow that is all the believer craves.
It is not the sight of dearly-loved faces gone before (though that will
be so sweet) that is all his desire; it is not the splendour of the golden
streets and pearly gates and jewelled foundations and wondrous beauty
that he looks forward to ;-it is the Lord Jesus Himself, Who loved us
and gave Himself for us, that-that is the joy of heaven.

I was reading a touching little extract lately of a dying believer:
"Clasping his dear thin hands together, he said, while tears flowed
down his face, 'My precious Lord Jesus, Thou knowest how fully I
can say with Paul, "To depart and be with Thee is far better." They
come and talk to me of a crown of glory, I bid them cease; of the
glories of heaven, I bid them stop. I am not wanting crowns; I have
Himself, Himself! I am going to be with Himself, with the Man of
Sychar, with Him Who stayed to call Zacch::eus, with the Man of the
eighth of John, with the Man Who hung upon the cross, with the Man
Who died. Oh! to be with Him before the glories, the crowns, the
kingdoms appear,-it is wonderful! With the Man of Sychar alone,
the Man at the gate of Nain; and I'm going to be with Him for ever.
Exchange this sad, sad scene that cast Him out, for His presence. Oh!
that Man of Sychar ! ,,,

Thus to live is Christ, so to die is gain; to be with Christ is far, far
better. Dear fellow-believer, dwell not upon the terror of a stingless
death. It is solemn; but the stream is narrow and shining, and thou
shalt step swiftly, gladly over, for "Christ's hold will not slacken
thou art safe."

NETIIE.

HE is no Christian who believes not that faith in the person of Christ
is the spring of all Evangelical obedience; or who knows not that this
faith respects the revelation of the glory of God in him.-Dr. John Owen.

CHRISTIAN, though the cup be bitter, yet it is put into your hand
by your Father; though the cross be heavy, yet He that has laid it
on your shoulders will bear the heavier end of it Himself; and why
then should you murmur l-Brooks.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. ISAAC HAWKER.

THE name of the Rev. Dr. Hawker, Vicar of Charles-the-Martyr in
Plymouth for nearly fifty years, author of "The Poor Man's
Commentary," "The Poor Man's Morning and Evening Portions,"
and other gracious publications, is a household word amongst the
readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Our Portrait this month is that
of a worthy grandson of the DOCTOR's-the Rev. ISAAC HAWKER, till
recently Rector of Ironbridge, Shropshire. We are aware that to
many of our readers Mr. HAWKER is no stranger. These will especially
value his portrait; and we are desirous that it should have a place
in our gallery of Evangelical and Protestant worthies. We have
reckoned God's dear servant amongst our personal friends for upwards
of thirty'five years, and can testify to his faithfulness and firmness
as a teacher and preacher of the whole counsel of God during that long
period.

Mr. HAWKER was ordained by Bishop Longley in 1859, his first
curacy being in South Shields. There he was greatly blessed in his
Gospel ministry, particularly among the poor, and upon his leaving
the town he was presented with a spiritually-worded address, together
with a gold watch, and several volumes, including the writings of
Benjamin Keach. His next curacy was at Norwich, and subsequently
he was led to Plymouth, where he accepted a curacy in the same
church in which his sainted grandfather had ministered. After some
time, he became Chaplain in a Government hospital at Plymouth,
"where," he states, "my experience was varied, mixing officially, as
I necessarily did, with every shade of ' religious thought,' but among
the patients were found' a remnant according to the election of grace.' "
After two years' work in the hospital, he was offered the charge of
" Charles Chapel," Plymouth, a place long noted for the maintenance
of a pure Gospel ministry and simple services. It was of this place
of worship that the beloved Rev. George D. Doudney, author of " The
Gospel Cottage Lecturer," was sometime the Pastor. At Charles
Episcopal Chapel Mr. Hawker continued his abundant labours for
twenty-seven years, witnessing both to small and great" Jesus Christ,
and HinI crucified." The Word of God was much valued by the
little flock, and when Mr. HAWKER left, in 1898, he received numerous
tokens of the high spiritual esteem in which he was held. It is an
interesting fact that Mr. Hawker's removal from Plymouth closed
a period of 120 years (excepting four months) during which members
of his family, from his revered grandfather down to himself, had
continuously ministered in connection with the Church of England
in the one diocese-that of Exeter.

Our dear friend's next charge was that of the Rectorship of Iron
bridge, Salop. The parish was one of a specially discouraging nature,
but for nine years God's servant patiently and diligently cast the
good seed upon the waters, and the Covenant promise will, doubtless,
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be fulfilled, "after mauy days." Feeling compelled, after much
prayer, to relinquish his Shropshire parish, he retired in May last,
and took up his residence at Weston·super·Mare, since which time
the Lord has given His servant many opportunities, at various places,
to preach the glorious Gospel of His grace-one of the pulpits most
recently supplied being that of St. Mary·le·Port, Bristol.

Mr. Hawker's style of preaching is decidedly expository of the
Scriptures. We do not possess any printed example of his discourses,
but append to this sketch two papers read by him, the former on
"The Communion of the Holy Ghost," at a meeting of the South
Midland Protestant Uuion; and the latter at a meeting held at
Tewkesbury in 1905.

THE COMMUNION OF THE HOLY GHOST.

Before entering into this all·important subject, I would venture to
remind ourselves of the meaning of the word" Co=union." Analysing
it, we have two words, viz" "Common," "Union," which is so vitally
important, and none other than the Holy Ghost can produce and
maintain it. There is a condition which is styled" Communion," but
which is only ecclesiastical or external, e.g., we hear of Communion
with, or ,in, the Greek Church, or with the Roman Church. Denomina·
tionalism. This is non·abiding, it can scarcely be called" uniformity."
The" Fathers" of the Papal Church disagree among themselves; 80

do their children; they are begotten in the likeness of their parents.
Nonconformity split and split again. The Church of England is not
quite free from such a natural disease-even in the Apostles' time we
see the same disease giving signs of its existence in the Church-and
the leprosy has not been cured (1 Cor. xi. 13). "Co=union" is
mutual, reciprocated, intercourse in religious or spiritual matters.
" Communion" is the effect or result of union. No Co=uuion,
because no union. 'Where there is no union, there can be no Com
muuion. There may be union, without experimental Communion.
"My brethren, these things ought not so to be." Union gives and
secures life, e.g., John xv. and xvii. Co=union exercises and utilizes
that life, John xv. 7, 8, 16. Spiritual or internal (real) Co=union,
is more than" a name to live," whilst the heart is dead-in self. From
the time of the Fall, disunion has existed and asserted itself in various
forms, according to the circumstances of the time. The Second Man,
the Lord from heaven-the Son of God-was mauifested to destroy
the works of the devil. He made in Himself one new man, so He
made peace. He prayed that all whom the Father had given to Hirn
whom He redeemed-might be One in Him; to effect this the Holy
Ghost was given to the Church, corporately and individually
(cf. Eph. iv. 4, 7, 13). The effect of this is set forth in the same chapter,
v. 3; hence its difficulty, vv. 15, 16: here is the beauty an.d loveliness
of Communion. The Holy Ghost is the Great Agent of our Head,
working in every member of the Church-the mystical body <;>f our

39
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Christ (Eph. i. 23). "If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is
none of His." Mark," the Spirit," not "the character" of Christ
(the sap of the vine). This produces oneness, aud overcomes isolation
in self, hut does not destroy individuality. It is well to distinguish
hetween Spiritual Communion, i.e., Communion of the Holy Ghost,
and fleshly excitement. The work of the Holy Ghost may he known
hY its nature and its effects. (1.) Its nature? Like Himself-(I) Godly
-it directs the heart and mind towards God-John xvi. 13-15, xv. 26.
(2) It leads the soul to the Lord Jesus. It sets forth the preciousness
and all-suitability of our precious Christ to the necessities of the sinner
and the saint. (II.) Its effects? It enlivens the dead-it quickens
the sleepy. It draws the heart towards the Saviour, it makes us love
Him who first loved us. It makes us love each other (John xiii. 34, 35,
and 1 John iii. 14). It makes us not only dissatisfied with self (the
devil can, and often does, do this), but it graciously enables us to
believe and trust in the Lord Christ and Him only. Nothing short of
the power of God the Holy Ghost can accomplish (1) The conversion
of a heart which is under the power of sin (Tit. iii. 3-5). (2) Trust
in the God Man, Christ Jesus, and by Him in God (1 Pet. i. 20-21).
(3) To abide in Christ (1 John ii. 20-21, 27-28). (4) To love those
who in themselves are unlovable, but to love for Christ's sake
(Eph. iv. 32, vi. 2). No wonder St. John exhorts to this Christian
grace (1 John iii. 7), and St. Paul also (Rom. xiii. 8). (5) He witnesseth
of Christ-helps our infirmity in prayer (Rom. viii. 26), and thus keeps
US in close touch with Christ, enabling us always, and under adverse
circumstances, to hold on our way, and our confidence in Christ (Heb. x.
15-23, 35, 32). The Communion of the Holy Ghost was essentially
in existence, and therefore practised, before the Holy Ghost was given,
hefore the dispensation of the Spirit. And this was exercised and
enjoyed specially at times when the enemy, from within as well as
from w1thout, sought to disrupt the Church of God by schisms, through
fear and despondency (cf. Mal. iii. 16-18, Acts xiii. 1, 4-8). This was
carried into the early Church, when Christians met together for
special Communion. Then were the Churches strengthened. But
after a time, when iniquity abounded, the members of the Church
became scattered, and so the love of many waxed cold. Further on,
as time rolled by, we can see, notwithstanding the vicissitudes of men
and things, the Communion of the Holy Ghost was never allowed to
die out. During the great persecutions, and in "the dark ages,"
there was a people who still maintained" the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace and love." What is this but the Communion of the
Holy Ghost? Look again in the time of our blessed Reformation:
hoVl' were the martyrs supported and encouraged ?-not only by God
in His direct comfort and strength, but by that which God the Holy
Ghost worked, namely, the sympathy of one with another; e.g., Ridley
to Latimer: "Cheer up, Master Latimer, we shall, by God's grace,
light such a light in England to-day as shall never go out! " How true!
Yet methinks it needs careful snuffing. But we come still further on,
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and what do we find in our own day 1 A great lack of this Spiritual
Communion-the Communion of the Holy Ghost. Hence the sickly
religion of so many, the lack of realizing the position of our Christ.
He is the Head, or He is nothing! When people-professing Christians
-talk about forms and ceremonies, they forget the substance-when
they talk about themselves or their "experience," what union or
communion is there, or can there be 1 (Col. ii. 8-10, 16-19). The
whole fault of present-day religion resolves itself into thiS-SELF apart
from CHRIST-Christ says, "separate from Me ye can do nothing."
No life. No success in prayer. "Whatsoever ye ask the Father in
My name," etc. No settlement of disputes apart from Christ. "If
two of you shall agree as touching anything, ye shall ask," etc. The
best place to manifest disagreement is at the foot of the Cross; 'tis
there we are humbled, and can truthfully say, "Father, forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive," etc. Is not this the work of the Holy
Ghost, and does not this bring hearts into a blessed oneness in Christ 1
As God the Holy Ghost reveals an ascended Christ, and takes of the
things of Jesus, and shows them unto us, so we are brought into the
unity of the faith, and the knowledge of the Son of God. Then
realizing our membership in the mystical Body of Christ, we enjoy
Communion with each other, and depend more than ever on this
gracious work and influence of God the Holy Ghost (John iv. 13-14).
Our Lord's own words-therefore no possibility of error. To this
assertion the saints in all ages agree, and have set their seal. To show
that Christ is all-sufficient to give the mind and heart real, present,
and everlasting satisfaction, let it be observed, "It hath pleased the
Father," etc. (Col. i. 19). If all fulness dwell in Christ, it is that He
may fill every member of His body as well as the whole Body-thus
Union and Communion. The first gift is the Holy Ghost. If all
fulness dwell in Christ, then, by parity of reasoning, there can be
nothing out of Christ but emptiness (cf. Gen. i. 2). None but such
as are in Christ can have Communion with Him. Their wants can
ouly be supplied as the Lord is pleased to have and hold Co=union
with them. Those who have the knowledge of the Person of our
glorious Christ, and of His finished work, cannot but find Him to be
their All-their soul-satisfying Fountain. All this is effected by the
power of the Holy Ghost, Who continually enables us to cry to the
Lord, and to draw from Him. We pour forth our sorrows into the
heart of the Lord Jesus, Who lovingly bestows upon us needed
grace and precious love tokens. We are complete in Him when we are
brought into an experimental union with a risen and glorified Christ
according to the word and by the power of the Holy Ghost. The
Co=union of the Holy Ghost is that working of His power whereby
the soul is brought into a state of blessed trust and confidence in the
Lord Christ in both providence and grace. The result is and must
be peace (Isa. xxvi. 3, John xvi. 33). Since the Holy Ghost, as
Comforter which the Lord Christ promised to send, abides with and
in His Church for ever, the enduring Communion of the Holy Spirit
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is assured. Though too often we lose it for want of faith in exercise
on Christ. Let it be well borne in mind that Communion necessarily
implies similarity of liking, which is consequent on the New Birth (so
2 Pet. i. 2, 3). Communion with God is indeed a mystery to most.
Everyone that hangs about the Court does not necessarily speak to
or with the Sovereign. All that meddle with holy things, and as it
were hang about the Court of Heaven, have not Communion with God.
The new creature enjoys God's presence in ordinances, and sweetly
converses with Him as a child with his father, a wife with her husband
(Rom. v. 1, Heb. x. 19-22, e.g., John xiii. 25). How many beautiful
expressions suggest sweet thoughts as to the believer's Communion
with God. "Abiding before God," He shall abide before God for
ever (Ps. lxi. 7). " Under the shadow of the Almighty" (Ps. xci. 1).
In the love of Jesus, as the branch in the vine. "Ye shall abide in
My love" (John xv.). Emblem of constant nourishment supplied,
calm security, upholding trust. Dwelling in the secret place of the
most High-in God-implying refuge and rest. Delighting in the
Lord, "Then shalt thon delight thyself in the Lord Jesus."

., If desire be love in motion, like a bird on the wing,
Delight may be compared to love at rest,
Rejoicing in its complete happiness."

Drawing near as with Abraham's reverence and confidence. Entering
into the Holiest. Fellowship, symbolized by eating and drinking
together as in Old Testament Sacrifices, now in reading the Word, and
Lord's Supper, Acts-sitting in heavenly places in p~rfect rest
(Eph. ii. 6).

THE WILL OF GOD.

" A/ter ye have done the will 0/ God, ye might receive the prrnnise."
Heb. x. 36.

Three points seem to confront us, and demand our earnest and
serious attention.

1. The Will of God.
2. The Will of God is to be done by His children.
3. The inducement to doing it, viz., the promise.

God's will to be done by God's children, who shall then receive the
promise of God their Father.

The whole responsibility is the Lord's. He plans His Will. He
propounds it to us, and then gives us will and power to do it-at any
rate, to desire to do it, ilnd so to attempt it (Ps. ex. 3, Phi!. ii. 13).

If we look with an unprejudiced mind at the subject, I think
we shall agree that what is contained in the text is an unqualified
renunciation of self, and an equally entire resignation to God and His
will; and what so reasonable 1 The Lord Jesus, as our Master, sets
the perfect example, when in a most, and unexampled, trying season,
He breathed forth that prayer to His Father, "Not as I will, but as
Thou wilt. Not My will, but Thine be done." And did He not receive
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the promise-Eternal life 1 (Ps. xvi. 11, Heb. xii. 2). But before
we enter more into the subject, let us with all humility approach the
great thought, "The Will of God," and seek to know what it is.

The Will of God is multiform in expression, and in order to be
intelligently understood, it must be taken in the context meaning, and
not in an indefinite or general sense.

" The Will of God" here is sprxifi£. The Will of God which we have
to obey-and it certainly is within the believer's power to obey, or the
Lord would not tell us to obey. This power to obey is to be had alone
from the Lord. This is very humbling to our poor, proud nature, but
it is good--and even" When we have done all that is commanded us,
we are to say, 'We are unprofitable servants, we have done all that
is commanded us;'" but who has done the all things 1 We have left
undone those things which we ought to have done. It is very sweet
when we can fall back on such declarations of the will of God as we
find recorded in John vi. 37-40,-" All that the Father giveth Me
shall come to Me, and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out.
For I came down from heaven not to do Mine own will, but the will of
Him that sent Me. And this is the will of Him that sent Me, that
of all which He hath given ~Ie, I should lose nothing, but should raise
it up again at the last day-and this is the will of Him that sent Me,
that everyone who seeth the Son, and believeth on Him, may have
everlasting life, and I will raise him up at the last day."

Again in John xvii. 24, "Father, I will that they whom Thou hast
given Me, be with Me where I am; that they may behold My glory."
These are all very sweet and precious truths, unspeakably precious to
a living soul; on such teaching we may rest in peace, but take heed
that we do not so rest that instead of watching we fall asleep. There
fore there are many exhortations given to us that believe. The will
of God is somewhat different from His cammand. His command is
given for us to obey under pain of chastisement. His Will is more
His Wish, His intent towards or concerning us, in the obedience of
which we get the increase of grace-" the promise "-in the disobedience
of which we lose His manifested favour-" Thou didst hide Thy face,
and I was troubled."

The Will of God as in text. What is it 1

OUT Salvation and OUT Sanctification.

Christ is set forth in Old and New Testament writings as the
embodiment of all true religion and faith. When the Law of Obedience
was laid down by God, we find that the remedy for disobedience was
also proclaimed. Take the example in Gen. ii. 17, "Of the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat, for in the day thou
eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die." There we find the co=and and
the threat. In Gen. iii. 15, "I ,viii put enmity between thee and the
woman, and between thy seed and her Seed (singular) and it shall
bruise thy head." .Christ here is set forth as the one only remedy
for the sin of man; and the command of God to us is, " That we should
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believe on the Name of His Son Jesus Christ." Now look at Heb. x. 7,
"Then said I "-Jesus-" Lo, I come to do Thy will, 0 God." He
came and obeyed the law. There is our Salvation. "Then said He,
Lo, I come to do Thy will, by the which will we are sanctified." There
is our Sanctification. Let us regard what has been already said as
descriptive of a real Christian, saved and sanctified, IN CHRIST, by the
will of God. Now take the next step, which is to see the life of the
Christian manifesting and proving the reality of discipleship.
(1) Enduring affliction (v. 32). As soon as we are called and converted
we are tempted. Soon after we are planted, we are shaken with a
rude storm to make us take more root. So He disciplines us for
military life. "Ye endured a great fight 0/ affliction." That experience
which is affiictive to our nature. This is the road to heaven! Our
safety is that the Lord leads us, and gives us a promise-victory
eternal life, and rest in heaven! This fight is a hot contest, and severe
struggle, and assumes various forms.

(a) "Made a gazing stock "-not an enviable condition! to be held
up to reproach or ridicule, brought as it were into a very theatre, or a
placing them (us) out for public gaze. At Ephesus they drew Gaius
and Aristarches into the theatre, where they were puhlicly exposed to
ridicule.

(b) "Making ourselves companions of those who were so used."
These are things which we must expect, if we are true Christians.
The Lord's will is that we should so suffer, that we may shine the
brighter, and in this way learn and experience more of His love, " Fear
none of those things which thou shalt suffer. Behold the devil shall
cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried: and ye shall have
tribulation ten days. Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give
thee a crown of life."

In all this "We have need of patience." "Patience!" what a
grace! not submission because we cannot escape, but a gracious quality
of mind which looks to the Lord, and then is enabled to endure even
" a great fight of affiiction." The Lord Jesus told His disciples in
the midst of their trials, " In patience possess ye your souls." Well,
then, may we receive and adopt the language of the text, "Ye (we)
have need of patience," etc. Progress of the best kind is comparatively
slow. Great results cannot be achieved at once! and we must be
satisfied to advance in life as we walk-step by step.

"To know how to wait is the great secret of success." We must
sow before we can reap, and often, as the husbandman, have to wait
long; content, meanwhile, to look forward, patiently, in hope; the
fruit best worth waiting for often ripens most slowly. It is a mark
of short-sightedness, if not weakness, to he impatient of results. "Wait
on the Lord, be of good courage, and He shall strengthen thine heart.
Wait, I say. on the Lord." "Blessed are all they that wait for Him."
True growth is often baffied; like little children who set plants, or sow
seed in the garden, and pull them up to see how they grow, kill them
through impatience! Patience is the ballast of the soul, which keeps
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her from being tumbled about in the greatest storm: he that will
venture out day by day without patience will surely make shipwreck,
and drown himself in the cares and troubles of the world!

" Ye have need of patience! "

Look at the examples set before us in Heb. xi. which tend to illustrate
and prove what has been said.

1. Noah.-For 120 years was he kept waiting. He obeyed the
command of the Lord during 120 years. He endured the mockery
and jeers of the ungodly during the whole of that time, and for seven
days was he shut up in the ark as a spectacle, like Christian in
a cage in "Vanity Fair." But he did the will of God, and then he
still exercised patience, and received the promise.

2. Abraham.-He was kept waiting for full thirteen years, but he
did the will of God in judging Him faithful who had promised, and he
obtained the promise-and also when he offered up that son, the Lord
gave him the promise, if possible, intensified (xi. 19).

3. Jacob.-What a life of trial was his, and yet he must at times
have had remembrance of the Lord's promise to him at Bethel! How
his patience was tried in Syria, in Canaan, and when he had to go
down into Egypt! Yet how the Lord comforted him (Gen. xlvi. 3, 4).
" Fear not to go down into Egypt. I will go with thee, and will surely
bring thee up again." And so firmly did he believe this, that when
he was dying in Egypt, he gave command concerning his bones. He
had patience, and he received the promise of the literal Canaan, and
far better, of heaven above.

4. Moses.-The Lord gave him a work to do, viz., bring out my
people from Egypt. He did it, and received the promise, "Worship
God in this Mount," and heaven as his rest! Then he had patience
in the forty years' trial in the wilderness-he was severely tried, even
to m:oke him cry out at one time, "The people be almost ready to
stone me," and at another time, "Hear now, ye rebels." Patience
was here having her perfect work, and it was producing experience of
a most valljable and precious character. When his work was finished,
he received the promise. What shall I more say, for the time would
fail me to speak of all the patient and impatient servants of the Lord,
but using the language of St. Paul, " These all died in faith, not having
received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded
of them, and embraced them." "And these all having obtained a good
report through faith, received not the promise, God having provided
some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made
perfect." These things may be regarded too much in the abstract,
and thereby we lose benefit for ourselves. "Whatsoever things were
written afore time, were written for our learning, that we through
patience and comfort of the Scriptures, might have hope." Patience
produces experience, and that experience produces hope. By patience
we learn· our· own character, and the real character of the Lord,
and this must produce hope, because it so assures us of the Lord's
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faithfulness, goodness, wisdom, and sympathy, as he sheds abroad the
love of God in our hearts, which sweetens the trials.

The will of God is that we shall suffer and in such a way as to separate
us from the dross of nature (1 Pet. iv. 19). "Let them that suffer
according to the will of God, commit the keeping of their souls to
Him." This is one great end of suffering. Job found it so when he
said, "When He hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold." In all
this we have need of (1) Faith; (2) Patience.

1. Faith in the Lord to regulate the trial, so that we may not
"Think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try us, as
though some strange thing had happened to us, but rather to rejoice,
inasmuch as we are partakers of Christ's sufferings, that when His
glory shall be revealed, we may be glad with exceeding joy." Having
endured this, and being supported in, and then brought out of it, we
have need of-

2. Patience, to wait for the promise. "It is. good that a man
should both hope (by which we are saved) and quietly wait for the
salvation of the Lord." The saints of old had to wait.

Abraham had to wait 130 years (cl. Heb. vi. 13-15).
Moses had to wait 80 years.
Jacob also waited, and on his death-bed expressed his faith thus :

" I have waited for Thy salvation, 0 Lord."
So with ourselves we have need of faith to believe and obey the will

of God, waiting even in suffering-enduring all opposition, even all
injuries, for His sake-" Be thou faithful unto death: and I will give
thee a crown of life."

It is only as we have a steadfast hold on the Lord Christ and His
fiuished work on earth, and His never-ceasing work in heaven, that
we are able to do the will of God. "Having, brethren, boldness to
enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way
which He hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, His
flesh, and having a high Priest over the house of God, let us draw near
with a true heart, in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled
from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. Let
us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering, for He is
faithful that promised." And what did He promise? "Remission of
sins" (x. 17). Has He ever failed to be gracious 1

What the Lord has given us " hold last," press on to the attainment
of the promise, and to the enjoyment of the hope-the inheritance.
Be followers of St. Paul, who says, "I press toward the mark for the
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus." Pray, according to
the will of God, " If we ask anything according to His will, He heareth
us;" let us exercise patience until we receive the promise. Maintain
communion with God, and with each other in Christ. Encourage one
another, and exhort one another. Anticipate heaven, consequently
maintain the truth and cause of our Christ as set before us in the subjects
which have been brought before us.

The observance of the Sabbath day, according to the will and com
mand of God.
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The upholding the principles so dearly bought and graciously given
us.

Reformation and Protestant principles.
The rejection and discouragement of " Amusements" on the Lord's

Day.
Be determined to uphold Protestant principles and practices,

according to the Word of God, and may we look forward to receive the
Crown of Righteousness, which the Lord, the Righteous Judge, shall
in that day give to all who love His appearing.

THE JOYFUL SOUND.

By THE REV. AUGUSTUS MONTAGUE TOPLADY, B.A.

" Blessed are the people that know the joyful sound! They shall walk,
o Lord, in the light of Thy countenance: In Thy Name shall they
rejoice all the day, and in Thy righteousness shall they be exalted.
PSALM lxxxix. 15, 16.

{Continued from page 541.)

THUS, we learn from the text that the self-same people who walk in
the light of God's countenance, and are active in the observations of
moral duty, have, when they have done all, something infinitely better
to rejoice in and to rely upon than the sanctity of their walk and the
various duties which they perform. In Thy name, not in their own
rectitude, shall they rejoice all the day; and in Thy righteousness, not
in their own doings, shall they be exalted. During the day of sublunary
life they shall sing, with the apostle, " God forbid that I should glory,
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ"; and when, having breathed
their last on earth, they fly to the coast of immortality, they are then
inchoatively, and shall (after the final audit) be completely and ever
lastingly exalted to the kiJlgdom of God, in and through the alone
imputed righteousness of their Saviour, their Surety, and their Head.

By the Name of Christ, in which the elect are here said to rejoice, I
understand Christ Himself, the blessed Person, signified by that Name,
Who is the brightness, the emanation, or forth-beaming ray, of the
Father's glory; and is, by virtue of that eternal and incomprehensible
derivation, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten,
not made, co-equal partaker of one substance [i.e., of the same
numerical nature and essence] with the Father; and by Whom all
things were made.

In His Name, i.e., in the divinity of His person, and in His offices as
Mediator; in His finished atonement; in the perfect righteousness of
His obedience, and in His never-failing intercession for the elect, it is

. the privilege of the humble, the contrite, the feeble, the tempted, and
of the fallen (if returning) believer, to rejoice; because it was for such
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men, and for their salvation, that this adorable Being came down from
heaven and poured out His soul unto death.

Do not imagine that David was an Antinomian because he makes
no mention of good works as objects of joy and dependence. True
it is that he does not say, "Saints shall rejoice in their faithfulness,
in their affected mortificatiollS, or even in those works that spring from
genuine grace." No: not in these, but in His Name, shall the Gentiles
trust, and of His only righteousness shall they make their boast.
Inherent graces and personal duties are the ornaments, but neither
the foundation nor the pillars of God's mystic temple.

As Christ's righteousness is the only merit that can exalt us to
the presence and to the kingdom of God, so that doctrine alone is
to be considered as Evangelical which depresses the righteousness
of man and exalts the righteousness of Christ: leading us to trnst,
not on what we do, but simply on what He has done and suffered for us.
The business of the law is to knock us down from the pedestal of self
confidence, and to grind us small, as Moses ground to powder and
dispersed the materials of the Israelitish idol. The business of grace is
to lift us from the dust, to settle us upon Christ the Rock of Ages, to put
a new song of free salvation into our mouths, and to order our goings
in the path of God's commandments. This it is (even the power of
the Holy Ghost, Who first breaks us in pieces by the ha=er of the
law, and then puts us together anew by the grace of the Gospel) that
enables us to rejoice in the name of Christ all the day. Not that a
believer's rejoicing is uninterrupted, from the time of his conversion
until the moment of his arrival in heaven; for the elect have their
weeping as well as their triumphant seasons, and their pilgrimage is
wisely chequered and diversified, both with joys and sorrows that the
world knows not of. The meaning therefore of the text is, that a
sinner is no sooner born again than Christ, and Christ alone, becomes
the object of that sinner's dependence: who can thenceforth say, with
Dr. Watts:-

.. While Jews on their own works rely,
And Greeks of wisdom boast;

I love th' Incarnate Mystery,
And there I fix my trust."

The converted sinner having thus, through the good hand of God
upon him, fixed all his hopes on Jesus Christ the righteous, travels the
residue of his way leaning on the merits of the beloved Mediator, and
is finally exalted to the actual participation of the celestial inheritance
above, in and by virtue of that divine righteousness which God the
Son wrought out, which God the Father imputes, which God the Spirit
applies, and self-emptying faith receives.

The learned and Evangelical Mr. Thomas Cole, a renowned and useful
minister of Christ in the eighteenth century, had an observation or
two in his last illness, full to the sense of the clause with which the
text concludes: "In Thy righteousness shall they be exalted." "It
would be miserable dying if we had not something every way
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adequate to the demands of the law to ground oux hopes of eternal
life upon. We have an abundant entrance into the kingdom of God,
by the way of Christ's righteousness. The devil and the law may
meet us, yet cannot hinder us from entering into heaven hy that
righteousness. We shall he suxe to meet with the devil, with conscience,
with wicked men, and with the law of God, in oux way to heaven: and
we can deal with none of them but by that righteousness which hath
satisfied all. Let us bring that along with us, and they will all flee
before it. If a sinner comes in his own righteousness, shut him out,
sayeth God; so sayeth conscience; so sayeth the law. But when
one comes, clothed with the righteousness of Christ, let him in, sayeth
God; so sayeth conscience; so sayeth the law: and let the devil say
a word to the contrary, if he dare.

"I should not dare to look death in the face, were it not for the
comfortable assuxance, which faith gives me, of eternal life in Christ
Jesus; and for the comfortable and abundant flowings in of that life.
It is not what I bring to Christ, but what I receive from Him, the
beginnings of which I see springing up into life eternal.

" Some persons think to lick themselves whole by their own moral
righteousness; but it is the ready way to die in horror of conscience.

"If you want the manifestation of the pardon of any sins, carry
them to free-grace; which, having blotted them out, knows how to
give you a sense of it. The Gospel of oux salvation is a gospel of
free-grace: and they that would have it otherwise may gather up
what they can, and go boasting to heaven's gates; but they will be
tuxned back again."

And how was this great man of God supported by Christ's righteous
ness when in the immediate view of death 1 Learn what that righteous
ness can then do for us by the following memorable speech which he
addressed to one of his visitants: "You are come to hear my last
dying groans: but know, when you hear them, that they are the
sweetest breath I ever drew since I knew Christ Jesus."

o Thou blessed Son of God, exalt us in Thy righteousness, and shake
us out of oux own! Ye that hear me this day, which, 0 which are
you for 1 For being found and exalted in Christ's obedience 1 or for
inheriting perdition and damnation in youx own 1 God enable you,
and cause you, to choose the good part !

To cut off, as far as man can do it, all the pleas of proud, self-righteous
unbelief, let me conclude with two or three pertinent- remarks.

1. Why is the Gospel news of salvation called the joyful sound 1
Not, indefinitely, a joyful, but-peculiarly, and exclusively of all other
schemes whatever-the joyful sound 1

Because it is the vehicle of making known to us that God is love,
and that He has (in the blood and righteousness of Christ) opened a
channel for His love to exert itself in the salvation of the unworthy.
The lost are found, the blind see, the deaf hear, the lame walk, the
leprous are cleansed, the dead are made alive, and all without money
and without price.
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2. Have you any part or lot in that blessedness of which the text
speaks 1 Any comfortable views or hopes of interest in God.'s election,
and in Christ's propitiation, and in the Spirit's renewing grace 1 Ask
and it shall (not to be sold to you for your works, and for your
imaginary fulfilment of pretended conditions, but a sense of interest
shall) be given you: seek, in the alone name and for the alone righteous
ness' sake of Christ, and ye shall find the mercies you want: knock,
but let it be with an empty hand, at the door of Divine clemency, and
it shall be opened unto you. For everyone that asks, receives; and
he that seeks, finds; iand to him that knocks, it shall be opened. As
surely as God draws you to Christ, so surely will Christ, at His own set
time, make you a sharer in the blessedness of them that know the
joyful sound.

3. You who have believed with your hearts unto righteousness,
give God the whole glory, and pray that you may continually have
more enlivening views of that imputed -righteousness on which He
has caused you to trust. As, on one hand, nothing can warrant and
animate your joy, so, on the other (to use the expression of a good man,
now with God), " !;lothing can effectually kill sin but a clear beholding
of Christ's righteousness." Cleave to this sure and steadfast anchor,
and you will finally rise superior, both to the waves of affliction and
to the mud of your own lusts and corruptions.

4. Make it your predominant object of ambition to walk in the
light of God's countenance. If you are blessed with His smile, no
matter though the whole creation were to frown.

5. But whether you walk in light or darkness, in comfort or distress,
remember that you have nothing but the name, the covenant, the
person, and the work of Christ to rejoice in and to depend upon. We,
says the apostle, are the circumcision, who worship God the Spirit, and
rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh.

6. Know from whence all your spiritual and eternal exaltation
arises. Not from yourselves, in any respect, nor in any degree. Free
will, until sanctified by regeneration, is a broken tooth and a foot out
of joint. And works, "done before the grace of Christ and the
inspiration of His spirit, are," as our Church justly pronounces them
to be, "sinful and displeasing to God." Nay, even the best works we
can perform after conversion fall immensely short of what God's law
requires, in point both of matter and manner, of quantity and quality,
of number, extent, purity, and weight. What, then, would become of
us if it were not for Christ's righteousness 1 St. Paul himself, with
all his matchless retinue of holy works and useful labours, must have
sunk, even from the scaffold of martyrdom, into the nethermost hell.
Blessed, therefore, be the free grace of God for that precious word of
infallible promise, " In Thy righteousness shall Thy people be exalted! "

7. What is it which made, and will for ever continue to make, Christ's
righteousness so infinitely meritorious and efficacious 1 The divinity
of His Person. All the created beings in the universe, whether angelic
or human, unfallen, fallen, or restored, would never, by their utmost
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endeavours united, be able to furnish out and make up a righteousness
of sufficient value to claim the favour of God upon the footing of justice
and merit, or to present anyone of the chosen seed blameless before
the burning eyes of infinite sanctity. Such power belongeth only to
the righteousness of the God-man J ehovah incarnate. Nothing but
that all-perfect and everlasting merit, which is the complex result of
His obedience and of His sacrifice, can exalt and retrieve us to the
dignity and felicity of heaven.

The divinity of Christ can hardly receive stronger proof from
Scripture than that which our text supplies. For the whole two
verses which have been the subject of our meditation this morning
are a solemn address to the Messiah, not as man and Messiah, but in
His highest capacity, as God with God, or as the eternally and the
only begotten of the Father. Let us give the text a short review, and
we shall immediately perceive that it is neither more nor less than a
devotional application explicitly directed to the second Person of the
'frinity; an application, formed in the strictest terms of worship, even
of worship absolutely and properly divine, and which cannot, without
the most gross and damnable idolatry, be offered to any being inferior
to God Himself,

Blessed are the people that know the joyful sound of salvation by
Thee: They shall walk, 0 Jehovah, in the light of Thy countenance:
in Thy Name shall they rejoice all the day, and in Thy righteousness
shall they be exalted.

Now, what would you think of the man that was to offer such an
address as this to the highest archangel in heaven? And what was
David, if he could solemnly and deliberately pen this address to a
created intelligence, and cause it to be publicly sung by the Levites
and chief singers of Israel, and even leave it on record for the seduction
of posterity? And at a time, too, when the Jewish nation were
particularly careful to execrate and shun everything that had the
least tendency to idolatry? Either Christ is truly God, or David was
the sacrilegious worshipper of a false one.

If, therefore, any of you should be beset by the cunning craftiness of
men who lie in wait to deceive; should you meet with such as tell you
that Christ is not Jehovah, or very and eternal God; recollect, if no
other passage of Scripture, yet these two verses and their context:
which will, alone, at any time, suffice to put to flight the sophistry
of the aliens.

Can we be exalted in the righteousness of a creature? Would God
the Father accept, and command us to trust in, the atonement of a
finite being? By the same rule we might (with the impudent Papists)
trust in the supposed meri~ of the Virgin Mary, or of Saint anybody
else. And by the same rule we might descend a step lower, and (with
the still more impudent Pelagians) trust in our own supposed merits,
and burn incense to the withered arm of our own blasted free-will.
In short, there is no end to the horrible impieties which flow from
trampling the divinity and the righteousness of Christ under foot.
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Moreover, if Christ was not God over all, blessed for ever, each
individual of mankind who trusts in the Messiah's merits would come
within the circuit of that tremendous malediction denounced by the
lips of Him who is able to save and to destroy. "Thus saith Jehovah,
Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm and
whose heart departeth from J ehovah: for he shall be like tbe heath in
the desert, and shall not see when good cometh," etc. (Jer. xvii. 5,6).
Faith in Christ would be the most damuing sin under the cope of heaven,
and God's law would pronounce us accursed, for relying upon Him, if
He were not as absolutely J ehovah as the Father. And I must add that
this awful text concludes equally strong against Pharisees of all sorts and
sizes who trust either in angels, or in departed spirits, or in their own
wretched selves, for any part of salvation, whether little or much.
Christ alone is to be trusted in, for pardon, for justification, for ever
lasting life, and for the whole of our safety and felicity, from beginning
to end. Whence it is immediately added, in the above chapter of
Jeremiah, "Blessed is the man that trusteth in J ehovah, and whose
hope Jehovah is. For he [i.e., the man that trusts and hopes in Jesus
only] shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out
her roots by the river, and shall not see when heat cometh, but her
leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful in the year of drought,
neither shall cease from yielding fruit."

I perceive the elements are upon the sacramental table. And I
doubt not many of you mean to present yourselves at that throne of
grace which God has mercifully erected to the righteousness and suffer
ings of His co-equal Son. 0 beware of coming with one sentiment on
your lips, and another in your hearts! Take heed of saying, with
your mouths, "We do not come to this Thy table, 0 merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness;" while, perhaps, you have, in
reality, some secret reserves in favour of that very self-righteousness
wmch you profess to renounce, and think that Christ's merit alone
will not save you, unless you add something or other to make them
effectual. 0 be not so deceived; for God will not thus be mocked,
nor will Christ thus be insulted with impunity. Call your works what
you will, whether terms, causes, conditions, or supplements; the
matter comes to the same point, and Christ is equally thrust out of
His mediatoria!' throne by these or any other similar views of human
obedience. If you do not wholly depend on Jesus as the Lord your
righteousness; if you mix your faith in Him with anything else; if
the finished work of the crucified God be not alone your acknowledged
anchor and foundation of acceptance with the Father, both here and
ever, come to His table, and receive the symbols of His body and
blood, at your peril. Leave your own righteousness behind you, or
you have no business there. You are without the wedding garment,
and God will say to you, "Friend, how camest thou here ~" If you
go on, moreover, to live and die in this state of unbelief, you will be
found speechless and excuseJess in the day of judgment; when the
slighted Saviour will say to His angels, concerning you, "Bind him
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hand and foot, and cast him into outer darkness; for many are called,
but few chosen."

On the contrary, you who can sincerely say, "We do not come to
Thee, trusting in our own righteousness," but feel and confess ourselves
to be " unworthy of so much as gathering up the .crumbs under Thy
table"; in Thee alone do we seek to be justified, and in Thee alone
do we glory; let such "draw near with faith, and take this holy
sacrament to their comfort." The Lord enable you to bring your sins,
and your duties, and yourselves, and your all, to the great propitiation!
May He wash us in His own blood, clothe us with His own righteousness,
and seal us an holy people to Himself by His Spirit! Then shall we
be acceptable guests at His table below, and ripen fast for the house
of glory above; while this is all our plea, and all our song-Lord, I
am not worthy to come under Thy roof, nor that Thou shouldest come
under mine; but the Lamb that was slain is worthy, and my every
particle of hope centres in Him, in His covenant, in His obedience,
cross, humiliation, and exaltation. For the sake of His agonies, take
away my iniquities. For the sake of His righteousness, receive me
graciously. And in the mantle of His imputed merit may I be found,
living, dying, at the judgment-bar, and to all eternity.

"I SHALL YET PRAISE HIM."

(PSALM xlii. n.)

IT is only in the exercise of strong, God-given faith that we are enabled
to say, as the Psalmist did in the midst of tears, with a downcast,
disquieted soul,-all waves and billows having gone over him,
mourning within and reproach without,-" I shall ye), praise Him."
It was a faith that sang in the night, that advanced in darkness, and
that was all the brighter and stronger and more glad when light came
and he could praise in the sunshine :-

"Faith can sing in days of sorrow
All. all is well!"

It was also attuned to the joyous strain of

U The hill of Zion yield'
A thousand sacred Bweets.

Before we reach the heavenly fields.
Or walk the golden ,treets."

. "God's biddings are His enablings." We often see this in cheerfu\
hearts amidst this world's darkest gloom. I remember a young girl
some years ago, with every prospect of earthly happiness before her,
stricken with mortal disease. She said to me with smiles on her face,
"I feel so bright and well, that although common-sense tells me I
cannot recover, and I know I am dying, yet I cannot realize it, from
such buoyancy of spirit." Happily she knew the preciousness of
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sin forgiven and a Saviour's love; aud so when the end came here
she entered into fuller gladness above. I wondered then at the power
of God's enablings, and have wondered many times since. Said one'
to me in the presence of a confirmed invalid, who could not go out of
doors, "What would you do if you were like she is, and could never
go out-always the same place all the year round for years?" Before
I could reply, the invalid looked up and said, "Oh! if you were
called to it you would not feel it a hardship at all, you would not wish
to go out. I should have thought at one time that I could not bear
it; but I find that with inability to go out the desire to go out also
goes, and so I feel quite happy indoors. If God should call you to it,
you would be quite reconciled." And so it is He" fits the back to the
burden," according to the quaint old saying; and eternity itself will
only reveal fresh cause for wonder, love, and praise. "Why art thou
cast down, 0 my soul?" Why?

"Why shouldst thou ever careful be
Since such a God is thine?"

Although in the midst of trouble, tears and reproach, "Hope thou
in God." How often we hear these words mechanically spoken,-a
set phrase, without any deep sweet meaning attached. But David
knew all the sweetness, and adds, "I shall yet praise Him, Who is the
health of my countenance and my God." Oh! What a world of
difference in God as an abstract and God as a personal possession.
My God-my Lord and my God i-and methinks the words intensify
in sweetness as we contemplate the tender saying of our Kinsman,
Redeemer, our Elder Brother, "I ascend to My Father and your Father,
to My God and your God."

Ere there can be health of countenance, ere there can be praise, there
must be the Spirit-opened eyes and heart, the Spirit-taught soul, the
new birth experience. So shall the quickened believer exclaim with
holy fervour and deep affection, " My God!"

Dear reader, may it be your lot and mine, amidst earth's many:
sorrows, which are but for a little, little while, to praise Him, to trust
Him, to love Him fervently. Then shall we hear His loving commen
dation, "Not seen, and yet believed." Darkness, tears, reproach,
distress, yet praise. He has His glorious "yets." We know not yet
what shall be; but we do know that He will never leave us, never
forsake us; that His everlasting arms will never relax their clasp;
that He never changes; that" His love is as great as His power, and
knows neither measure nor end"; and that on the other side the
shining river He will reveal more and more of His deathless love.

" My soul rejoice! Ere long thy feet shall stand
Within the city of the Blessed One,

Thy perils past, thy heritage secure,
Thy tears all wiped away, thy joy for ever sure! "

God Himself with us, and God Himself shall wipe away all tears.
NETTLE.
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By THE LATE DEAN CLOSE.

" The Queen of the Soulh shall rise up in the judgment with this generation,
and shall condemn it: for she came from the uttermost parts of the
earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon-and behold, a greater than
Solomon is here."-MATTHEW xii. 42.

A STRIKING peculiarity is observable in the preaching of our blessed
Lord. Not only did He teach as one having authority, not only were
His discourses imbued with such wisdom that He was declared even
by His enemies to speak as never man spake, but He assumed to Him·
self at times an exaltation and a dignity which would in any other
person have been chargeable with pride and presumption. Contrasting
Himself with the most illustrious persons of antiquity, or even with
the most sacred thing& and places, He claimed superiority to them all,
and declared Himself greater than they! The Jews perceived this
tendency in His discourse when they said to Him, " Art Thou greater
than our father Abraham "-the great father of the faithful and the
friend of God? And He answered, "Before Abraham was I AM ! "
making Himself not only greater than Abraham, but equal with God!
So when conversing with the woman of Samaria, she said to Him,
" Art Thou greater than our father Jacob, who gave us this well? "
He replied, "If thou knewest the gift of God, and Who it is that saith
to thee, Give Me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of Him, and He
would have given thee living water:" thus making Himself greater
than Jacob. The royal David was one to whom the Jews looked back
with peculiar pride and reverence; but Jesus taught them that
" David in spirit had called HIM Lord!" Their temple too was justly
held by the people as the most sacred and the noblest object which
their eyes could behold; yet Jesus declared unto them, " In this place
is One greater than the temple!" What more holy, or what law more
divine, than the law of the Rabbath? Yet said He, " The Son of Man
is Lord also of the Sabbath!" And in the context: what prophet
experienced so wonderful and so miraculous a deliverance as J onah ?
or whose preaching was so highly honoured as his to the Ninevites ?
Yet our Lord declares" A greater than Jonas is here!" And once
more, in the text itself, what man so wise, what king so glorious as
Solomon? And yet, "Behold," saith He, "a greater than Solomon
is here!" Such language as this, &0 often repeated, is applicable
alone to the divine Founder of the Christian system; and He who
thus proclaimed Himself as greater than the greatest, and wiser than
the wisest, and holier than the holiest of men, could be none other
than God the Son-God and man in one Christ ?

A careful compari&On of this type, Solomon, with its antitype the
4°
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Lord Jesus, as instituted by Himself, will tend to " manifest forth His
glory," and to confirm our faith in His sufficiency. May our eyes be
opened to see, and our hearts to understand, the wisdom and glory of
Messiah!

In the verses immediately preceding the text, our Lord declares
that the wonderful event recorded in the history of Jonah was a sign,
or a type, of His ignominious death, His preservation from corruption,
and His wonderful resurrection on the third day. The reign of Solomon
appears to be more particularly, though not exclusively, a figure of
the peaceful character and extended influence of Messiah's kingdom.
But in whaj;ever point of view we contemplate the illustrious king of
Israel, whether in his personal character, or in respect to the great
work assigned to him, or as seated upon his glorious and peaceful
throne, we shall have reason to exclaim, A greater than Solomon is
here!

Let us consider Solomon, (I.) IN HIS PERSONAL CHARACTER. He
was in a remarkable manner the child of prophecy and promise. God
sent to David by Nathan the prophet, and said, "Behold a son shall
be born unto thee who shall be a man of rest, and I will give him rest
from all his enemies round about; for his name shall be Solomon,"
that is, "Peaceable." Thus was he foretold of God before he was
conceived in the womb: and at his birth God sent yet again by his
prophet to his parents to declare the special love which He had for this
child: "She bare a son, and he called his name Solomon; and THE
LORD LOVED HIM. And He sent by the hand of Nathan the prophet;
and he called his name Jedidiah," which means Beloved of the Lord,
" because of the Lord." David was the man after God's own heart;
but this peculiar testimony was reserved for this peaceable Solomon,
that it should be said of him "that the Lord loved him." And need
we refer to the oft-repeated testimonies given from heaven itself,
sometimes with an audible voice, that He of whom Solomon was a type,
was in a far higher sense beloved of God-" that ouly begotten Son of
God in Whom He was well pleased?" "This is My beloved Son,
hear ye Him." A man of peace, too, a Solomon, full of mildness and
love; meek and gentle. Who can help being struck with the extra
ordinary instance of humility in Solomon, who, when called to the
throne, and in the prime of his life, expressed his sense of his OWll
insufficiency, when God appeared to him in the visions of the night,
saying, " I am but a little child, and know not how to go out or come
in !" So Jesus submitted Himself to His parents, and condescended,
when a youth, to seek instruction from the doctors in the temple-He
was" meek and lowly in heart."

But it is to the celebrated wisdom of Solomon that our Saviour
refers in the text, when He claims superiority to him: "The Queen
of the South came to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and behold a greater
than Solomon is here." The extent of the wisdom of Solomon is
particularly described in the sacred story, "Behold," said the Lord unto
him, "I have done according to thy words; 10, I have given thee a
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wise and understanding heart, so that there was none like thee BEFORE
THEE, NEITHER AFTER THEE SHALL ANY ARISE LIKE UNTO THEE."
And again it is added, " God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding
exceeding much ... and Solomon's wisdom excelled the wisdom of
all the children of the East, and all the wisdom of Egypt; for he was
wiser than all men." The Jewish commentators on this passage say
that of course Messiah is excepted; and that when He comes He will
be as much wiser than Solomon as Solomon was wiser than all other
men. And their own prophets predicted the same truth: "that on
Him should rest the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit
of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the
Lord." He should be "Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God:"
the Source and Centre of all the wisdom of God. And no less did His
disciples claim for Jesus of Nazareth, the true Messiah. He is " Christ
the power of God, and the wisdom of God." He was "filled with
wisdom" from His mother's womb-a wisdom which astonished and
confounded His adversaries; "Whence hath this Man this wisdom
and these mighty works 1 " they exclaimed. Nor could it be otherwise,
for St. Paul declares, that" in Him were hid all the treasures of wisdom
and knowledge:" an assertion which could be made of no created
being without blasphemy, but might well be predicted of Him who
was wisdom itself, for He was GOD! And it is a striking circumstance,
that St. Paul, in arguing at length the divinity of the Lord Jesus,
quotes the words of Nathan respecting Solomon, as having reference
to the Sonship of the Redeemer: "Unto which of the angels said He
at any time, Thou art My Son, this day have I begotten thee: and
again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a son 1" (Com
pare 1 Chron. xvii. 13, with Heb. i. 5.) In every point of view, how
far more glorious Christ than Solomon! More beloved of God-a
dearer child-more peaceful, and gentle, infinitely more wise and holy
-for the greatest and wisest of mere men fell away from God in his
old age, and dishonoured himself with idolatry and sin, but the Messiah
fell not! "Behold, a greater than Solomon is here! "

But if we (Ir.) view THE GREAT WORK WHICH WAS ASSIGNED TO
SOLOMON, and which he accomplished and completed, we shall obtain
another view of the superiority of Christ. David had greatly desired
to build a temple wherein the majesty of God might visibly dwell :
he had accumulated vast riches and materials for this purpose. But
God had assigned this work to another. David had been a man of
war from his youth, and though he had acted under the direction of
the Lord, his office as captain of the Lord's hosts did not fit him for
the more peaceful occupation of building the house of the Lord. He
must be content to be a type of Christ principally in conflict, in trial,
in persecution, and sorrow: but his peaceable and more glorious son
Solomon shall represent the establishment of His Gospel upon earth,
the building of His spiritual Temple. Accordingly, to him David gave
the plans he had by inspiration received from God Hinrself, and with
many prayers and exhortations committed to his son the honourable
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and important work of building an habitation for the Lord God of
Israel. This trust Solomon faithfully and wisely discharged, and
erected this splendid palace for the Most High, which in glory and
rich~s, in its costly decorations and gorgeous ornaments, excited for
many generations the wonder and admiration of the world.

But Solomon and his temple were types of an Architect more wise,
and of a building more glorious. It was predicted of this Descendant
of David and Solomon, that as a Branch He should spring out of their
root, "that He should grow up out of His place, and should build the
temple of the Lord: even He shall build the temple of the Lord, and
He shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon His throne, and
He shall be a priest upon His throne, and the counsel of peace shall be
between them both." A prediction uttered while the second temple
was in rapid progress towards its completion, and therefore doubtless
referring to a third, of which the first and second were both typical,
even that spiritual temple, whose living stones are the souls of Christ's
redeemed, "builded together for a habitation of God through the
Spirit." This is that house of which St. Paul speaks, which is built,
not by Moses, but by God and His Christ, who as a Son presides over
His own house, "Whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence,
and the rejoicing of the hope, firm unto the end." "Ye are God's
building," saith the same Apostle again to the Corinthians, of which
"Jesus Christ" is the one only ~'Foundation." "Know ye not,"
saith he, "that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God
dwelleth in you 1" "Ye are God's workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus to good works," he saith yet further to the Ephesians, "built
upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself
being the chief Corner-stone, in whom all the building, fitly framed
together, groweth unto a holy temple in the Lord; in whom ye also
are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit."
The phraseology of the Apostle with respect to the gradual progress
of this spiritual temple, silently fitted and framed together by the
Spirit's operations on the souls of men, forcibly reminds us of one
great peculiarity in the building of Solomon's temple. Every stone
was fashioned in the quarry, and every timber carved into its shape
elsewhere, and then silently, without noise and confusion, fitted into
their places in the building, which would thus rise almost as by an
invisible power. "And the house, when it was in building, was built
of stone, made ready before it was brought thither: so that there
was neither hammer, nor axe, nor any tool of iron heard in the house
while it was in building." Most beautiful type of the silent and secret
progress of divine grace in the hearts of sinners! They are exhorted
to "look to the rock whence they were hewn, and to the hole of the
pit whence they were digged." How wonderfully and almost imper
ceptibly has the divine Artificer formed and shapen them, and placed
them in His spiritual building, which is still in rapid progress, rising
continually in all the earth, and increasing on every side!

And how infinitely more glorious this temple of Christ even now,
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than that of Solomon in its most glorious days! A Church of faithful
• people, dwelling together in unity, adorned with the symmetry of

God's grace, displaying the ornaments of a meek and quiet spirit,
enriched with virtues more lovely than all the carved work of the
ancient temple, full of peace, and joy, and hope, and good works,
abounding in everything that can reflect the image of God, and display
His workmanship-how beautiful in the eyes of holy angels and of
God Himself! Solomon's temple, with all its gold and precious stones,
and rare designs, was but a material temple, formed of perishable
things-and it was swept away: another built upon its site has also
been utterly destroyed; but this temple of God, this building of
immortal souls, can never perish, it hath everlasting foundations, and
its builder and maker is God! Even now it is glorious, obscured as
it is with imperfection and error; still the flame of divine love glows
upon its altar, the incense of prayer and praise ascendeth from it
continually; spiritual sacrifices are offered in it without ceasing,
and God Himself dwells there, though invisible; and ere long
every unsightly obstacle will be removed, and the building shall be
complete!

Ill. But once more, SOLOMON WAS A TYPE OF CHRIST, IN THE
CHARACTER AND EXTENT OF HIS KINGDOM. Christ is indeed a King,
and has a kingdom and a people subject to His sway: His dominion
also resembles that of Solomon, in that it is PEACE! By this the reign
of Solomon was distinguished from that of any king who preceded or
followed him: profound and undisturbed repose was diffused through
his whole empire all his days. "And Judah and Israel dwelt safely,
every man under his vine and under his fig-tree, from Dan even to
Beersheba, all the days of Solomon." Security, tranquillity, and
peace were enjoyed by his people, who cultivated the arts and sciences
in conjunction with the true religion of God, and" peace and happiness,
truth and justice, religion and piety, were established among them."
Even the surrounding nations appear to have felt the influence of the
peaceful reign of Solomon, and to have been withheld from the cruel
practices of war.

And such is the sway of the Lord Jesus over His happy people.
Born and exercising His ministry in a period of universal peace, His
approach was proclaimed by the songs of angels announcing "peace

. on earth and good will to men." He was emphatically" the Prince
of Peace;" and if the introduction of His gentle government of love
be in any instance the occasion of disunion and enmity, this must be
attributed to the wickedness and rebellion of man's heart, which
rejects and opposes His government. Wherever He reigns there is
peace; but ofttimes when He " speaks of peace men make them ready
to battle," "they will not have this man to reign over them": and
hence conflict and" the sword" have not infrequently attended the
introduction of the religion of peace and love into nations and families'.
But who can describe the" great peace which they have, who love His
law 1" They find His kingdom to be indeed "righteousness, and
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peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost." They enjoy tranquillity of mind
which no outward circumstances can disturb-peace which the world
cannot give nor take away-peace which passeth all understanding
peace in the midst of trials, temptations, conflicts, persecutions,
sorrows both many and great. It was the blessed legacy bequeathed
them by their departing Lord-" Peace I leave with you, My peace
give I unto you; not as the world giveth give I unto you." "Let not
your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid." True, this repose of
spirit can be enjoyed only where Jesus reigns with undisputed sway.
It cannot be found in the divided heart, in the treacherous bosom:
the hypocrite cannot enjoy it, nor the self-deceived comprehend it:
in the house divided against itself there must be discord and misery.
Peace is the portion of the" upright in heart," of those whose hearts
are" perfect before God," " whose eye is single, and their whole body
full of light;" not sinless, but honestly, earnestly, and energetically
striving to be so: those" whose hearts do not condemn them, and
therefore have confidence before God." The hypocrite may have" a
hope, but it will perish:" the self-confident, but unholy and unmorti
fied professor may have joy, but it will be taken from him, "and
sorrow will seize upon him as of a woman in travail:" while of those
faithful followers of Jesus who may now have sorrow, it is said that
" they shall have joy, and their joy no man taketh from them."

But the kingdom of Solomon was not only PEACEABLE, but also
WIDELY EXTENDED. In his days all the promises of God to Moses
were fulfilled; all the land of Canaan submitted to him; his sway
extended over the countries from the river to the great sea, bordering
southward on Egypt, and northward upon the kingdom of Assyria.
Nor only so, the Gentile nations did him homage; "Ethiopia stretched
out her hands unto God;" "the l-cings of Tarshish and of the isles
brought presents, the kings of Sheba and Seba offered gifts." The
glowing and poetic descriptions from the pen of David describe alike
the glorious reign of Solomon, and the more glorious kingdom of
Messiah. Who shall limit the dominion of Him who, as " He ascended
up on high, led captivity captive, and received gifts for men," "saw
Satan as lightning fall from heaven," and had" all power given unto
Him in heaven and earth!" No sooner did He pour forth His Spirit
upon the day of Pentecost than the hearts of the children of men began
to yield to Him; soon did a great multitude of Jews believe; the·
Gentile cities owned His sway, and ere long his peaceful, holy kingdom
extended itself over the civilized world. From that day to this He
has had a people in the earth; and now, blessed be His name, we are
permitted to witness the extension of His kingdom in every part of
the habitable globe. His Gospel is unquestionably preached and His
Word translated and circulated among more people, and tongues, and
languages, than it was in the Apostles' days - and He is now in a
wonderful manner gathering in His elect throughout the world. SOME

of almost all nations have owned His power to save. Jews and
heathens, Africans and Indians, with the inhabitants of the remotest
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islands of the sea, have joyfully accepted the Gospel kingdom, and
yield the homage of their hearts and lives to Jesus. True, indeed, it
is, that these are but, as it were, samples or firstfruits of the nations
of the earth: certain it is, that we do not yet see all things put under
Him: till this day He sits at the right hand of God, "expecting,"
waiting, "until His foes are made His footstool." His more glorious,
His universal kingdom is yet to come! There is a world to come! A
kingdom to come! A might, and a power, and a majesty, and a
dominion of the Messiah, yet to be exhibited, of which at present we
have but the most faint conception. We, like those of old, may search
WHAT, and what manner of time the Spirit of prophecy may mean,
when it tells of the GLORY that is yet to follow: but in vain; suffi
ciently certain and defined in its outline to be a subject of faith, and
hope, and blessed expectation, this kingdom of the returning Messiah,
" those new heavens and that new earth," the nature of them, and
their locality, defy the nice discriminations of curious men, and baffle
the researches of the students of prophecy. As to all minute par
ticulars of time and place, the trumpet still gives an uncertain sound
but in the mind of a true believer not a doubt exists of the certainty
and nearness of His coming, and the approaching glory of His boundless
and eternal kingdom.

And as we thus contemplate the present and future glories of Messiah,
and the sweet and peaceful nature of His kingdom, can we fail to make
the same application of the subject to ourselves which our Lord has
revealed in the text? If the diligence of the Queen of Sheba, in seeking
the wisdom of Solomon, condemned the men of that generation,'
because they could not discern the wisdom of one greater than Solomon,
who stood among them; of how much sorer condemnation shall we be
found guilty if we discern not the wisdom, love, and mercy of that
same Jesus who is far more clearly revealed to us than He was to the
men of that generation! To us Christ is continually exhibited::-in
His written Word, in His preached Gospel, in His house, His ordinances,
His holy sacraments-Christ crucified, Christ risen, glorified, ascended,
reigning over all! Have we eyes to see Him? Have our hearts
welcomed alike His salvation and His government? Is He our
Saviour and our King? Do we believe in Him, hope in Him, and love
Him? Is our love practical, producing obedience to His command
ments?

Appalling indeed must be the judgments which ,vill fall on those
who have the light, yet love the darkness-who know their King, but
refuse to do Him homage; who call Him Lord, and do not the things
which He commands! The New Zealand savage, and the fierce Kaffir,
and the degraded negro, will rise up in the judgment and condemn
these men, for from the ends of the earth they have sought and found
mercy, and welcomed the glad tidings of salvation, while these pro
fessed children of the kingdom have rejected mercy! Oh, that every
heart might bow to Jesus, might flee to His atoning blood for pardon,
and might wear the yoke of His obedience which is easy, and take
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that burthen which is light! So shall they find acceptance in the
great day of His coming,

And say, all ye who are the subjects of this blessed King, whether
the language of the Queen of Sheba is not that of your heart day by
day; when she saw all the glory of Solomon, and heard his profound
wisdom, she exclaimed, "It was a true report that I heard in mine
own land of thy acts and of thy wisdom. Howbeit I believed not
the words until I came, and mine eyes had seen it; and behold the
half was not told me: thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth the fame
which I heard. Happy are thy men-happy are these thy servants,
which stand continually before thee, and that hear thy wisdom,
Blessed be the Lord thy God which delighteth in thee, to set thee on
the throne of Israel."

Happy indeed are they who now know and love and worship Jesus
the Saviour; great are their joys, sweet is their peace-blessed service!
Wonderful are the views which Christ reveals to them of His power
and goodness: but if they now are blessed, how much more blessed
shall they be'hereafter! If their portion now be enviable, what will
it be when in His courts above they shall see Him as He is, gaze upon
the beauty of His holiness, and worship Him day and night in His
celestial temple without· weariness or @straction! No heart can
conceive, no pen describe it! Let, then, each loyal subject of this
glorious King pursue his humble, holy walk of obedience and of peace-
let him yield unto his Sovereigu his heart, his time, his talents; and
let him faithfully, humbly, and patiently wait the joyful sul1lIl,lons
which shall release him from all toil and suffering; believing that then
the promise shall be fulfilled to him-" Thine eyes shall see the King
in His glory-they shall behold the land which is very far off ! "

THE flowers smell sweetest after a shower; vines bear the better for
bleeding; the walnut tree is most fruitful when most beaten; so
saints spring and thrive most internally when they are most externally
afllicted,-Brooks.

GOD'S people are, in a peculiar manner, the objects of God's care.
They are not only preserved by His providence, but blessed by His
grace; not only delivered from evil, but plenteously endued with
good gifts.-Howels.

" MATT. v. 5.-Bishop Burnet once said he did not understand the
meaning of this passage until one day, when walking out meditating
upon it, he was attracted by a voice issuing from a cottage. He went
up to the cottage, and, the window being open, he saw a female just
rising from a meal of potatoes and salt, and heard her thus returning
thanks to God for those great blessings: 'Potatoes!' said she, 'to
such an unworthy sinner as I am! And salt too! 0 God! how can
I be sufficiently thankful ~' 'Blessed are the meek.' "
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CONTINUANCE.

To the Editor of the "Gospel Magazine."

633

DEAR SIR,-How refreshing it is amidst our constant changes to
rest for a little while in the arms of a Covenant Lord in Whose ways
is continuance. Do not God's children, convinced in however small a
measure of their insufficiency, observe that the wicked are indeed like
the troubled sea-they cannot rest 1 But God, our Father, our
Saviour, our Teacher, is the same, and we shall be saved-from
outward fightings and from inward fears.

" Where is your faith 1 " the Lord asked His disciples; and the children
of God might well ask each other the same question time after time.
Has it failed, though recently it was as strong as Habak1..uk's 1 Do
they doubt their election who can say, "I am Thine" 1 But God
chose them before the WOrld began, and still His foundation stands
sure. He knoweth them that are His. Do they-whose iniquities
carried them away-now say, " There is forgiveness with Thee" 1 Yet
Jesus has not only begun to make intercession for them-while they
were yet sinners Christ died for them, and still He lives every-hour
to plead for them. Is it with them one day-" I am continually
with Thee "-and the next-" I am cast out of Thy sight" 1 But the
Lord who sought them when they knew Him not never leaves nor
forsakes them, He has His eye on them from the beginning to the
end of the year.

Now hope gives way to misgiving and foreboding.- But God's
thoughts are still peace, and not evil; Jesus will see them again; the
Lord is but waiting to be gracious.

And while on the earth they move from place to place, their mansion
in heaven is already prepared; while they lose old friends and make
new ones, still they belong to God's one family Whose number alters
not; while with Isaac they are made rich, or with Job are bereft, still
they have in secure possession durable riches and a treasure that does
not fade; and all is according to the will of God, with Whom is no
variableness nor shadow of turning.

"Crosses and changes are their lot
Long as they sojourn here;

But since their Saviour changes not,
What have the saints to fear 1 "

But they do fear.
•

A FOLLOWER-ON.



634

•

The Gospel Magazine.

GRACE SUFFICIENT.

DEAR MR. ORMISTON,-A valued friend of mine has just passed
through, or I might say is passing through, a very severe trial, and her
experience has been so blessed that I asked her if I might send a copy
of her letters to me to be inserted in the Gospel Magazine if you should
think well to do so. She gave me permission to do this, provided all
names were withheld.

The dear sufferer was scarcely convalescent after a very severe attack
of iniluenza when a serious operation was deemed necessary. I saw
her the night before she left her own house for the Nursing Home, and
I was greatly helped by her conversation on the subject, and by her
quiet, calm, restfulness in the fact that "all is ordered" for God's
children, every detail in their life's history, and she was enabled to put
herself entirely into His hands, and in confidence to await the issue,
whatever it might be.

The operation was successfully performed, but the sickness that
followed was most exhausting. Perhaps there may be some one
among your many readers who is looking forward to a similar ordeal,
and my friend's experience may under God be of use in helping
and encouraging such an one. I felt I ought not to keep such a precious
testimony to myself.

Yours very truly,
E. M. P.

[COPY OF LETTERS.]
"NURSING HOME.

"DEAR MRS.--I am so sorry not to have seen you, but I am sure
you were wise to keep qniet. God has been very gracious to me
through this fiery ordeal, and what a privilege to have CLOSE dealings
with Him, stripped of every other prop!

"May I record one temptation and deliverance I cannot forget ~ I
was very murmuring under the fearful pangs of hunger and prostration
-and yet no food allowed while the sickness lasted. As the exhaustion
increased the words flashed into my mind, 'Man shall not live by
bread alone,' etc. I was stilled with the most perfect peace, though
the trial still remained. Then followed just one clause of my anchor
text, 'I will strengthen thee,' and it was a literal living upon 'the
Word of God,' sWJh heavenly manna. After a while the words of
Jesus were brought home to me, , Ye are they that have been with Me
in My temptations,' and I felt what a privilege to share even His fast.

" Excuse so much of myself, I am much in prayer for you all who
are so kind in praying for me. We all need our special trials to learn
our choicest lessons, and may you find your great and continued trials
a Father's loving dealings as Hebrews xii.-I cannot write more."

A few days later the dear invalid wTOte as follows :-.
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--
" If the enclosed bit of experience is of any value to yourself under

your need, please feel we are 'companions in tribulation' and 'in
the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ' (Rev. i. 9).

"Romans xv. 4,5-' Patience and Comfort '-one can understand
the' corn/ort of the Scriptures,' but what was meant by the' patience'
of the Scriptures exercised my mind. In Rom. v. 3, 4, we read,
'tribulation worketh patience.' Then surely in tribulation we learn
our great impatience, we see the' need of patience' (Heb. x. 3, 6).
We experience that patience touches the spirit (Eccles. vii. 8), and we
realize our need of such words as-' Fret not,' 'Be still,' 'Take it
patiently' (1 Pet. ii. 20). 'Be ye also patient,' , Patient in tribulation.'
All this must be learning from the Spirit of Truth Who graciously
opened up the connection between' patience and comfort' (Rom. xv.
4), and' The God of patience and consolation.' So patience is sought
for and obtained from' the God of patience,' and how much meaning
and teaching in this blessed attribute to one so needy! The' patience'
of the Scriptures thus leads up to ' the comfort' of the Scriptures, and
how we are enabled by the Spirit to suck honey out of them, and we
can enter somewhat into Naphtali's blessing-' Satisfied with favour,
and fnll with the blessing of the Lord' (Deut. xxxiii. 23)."

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.

By THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.

ON Friday evening, October 18th., the Centenary Thanksgiving Meeting
will (n.v.) be held in the Pillar Hall of the Cannon Street Hotel. General
Sir Robert Biddulph will take the Chair at 6.30, supported by the
Revs. James Ormiston, O. S. Dolbey, J. H. Hallett, Messrs. F. A. Bevan,
A. Hayles, W. S. J. Brown, and other friends. The meeting will be of
a devotional character, and no collection will be made. The attendance
of all the Society's friends is earnestly invited.

The 28th Anniversary of the Brighton Home, with the Sale of Work,
will be held in the Royal Pavilion on Tuesday, October 8th. The
meeting will commence at 3.30, when Mr. Samuel Hannington, J.P.,
will preside, and addresses will be given by the Rev. J. W. Dance, of
Leamington, and other friends. It is hoped that local supporters and
visitors to the town will cheer the committee by their presence.

The October issue of the Quarterly Record contains a portrait and
sketch of the late Miss Ann CaIT, for forty years a lady visitor of the
Camberwell Home. It also reports the valuable address given at the
last annual meeting by Mr. J. K. Popham, of Brighton, together
with other interesting articles bearing upon the Society's work.
. "Inasmuch "-the centenary history of the Society-is having a

steady sale. The book is attractively illustrated and bound, and its
circulation will, it is hoped, be the means of obtaining new annual
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contributors, a large increase of those subscribing 7s., 108. and 14s.
being a pressing need, many subscriptions having ceased during the
last twelve months through death and diminished means. The
Centenary Fund is growing, and will not be closed until the end of the
year.

1647 pensioners in all parts of the country are now in receipt of
upwards of £11,500 per annl!UI. In July, 50 were advauced to the
£10 lOs. pension, and 166 approved candidates were placed on the
£5 5s. pension.

The meeting at Walton-on-Naze, in September, was well attended,
an excellent collection being taken and much local interest awakened.
Mr. Ebenezer Carr, as chairman, gave an admirable introductory
address, and the Society's claims were warmly advocated by the Revs.
A. E. Glover (author of " A Thousand Miles of Miracle in China "),
J. Silvester, Vicar of Great Clacton, T. H. Cook, Vicar of Frinton,
and other friends. Mr. Glover made special and touching reference
to the late General Sir W. Stirling, who for many years took the
deepest interest in the Society and frequently visited Walton on its
behalf.

Sir C. Robert Lighton, Bart., in a recent address said: "The Aged
Pilgrims' Friend Society has two distinctive features-it breathes
fellowship and is distinctly spiritual; it draws us together, for it rests
upon the grand foundation of Holy Scripture. Those who are resting
upou that rock need never be afraid of what any new light or any new
theology can do. We look back more than three hundred years to
those grand old principles upon which our forefathers contended
against Rome, and are glad that in this great country of ours there
are many who thank God for and glory in the name of Protestant."

THE performance of good deeds does not justify a man, but the
man who is justified performs good deeds.-Augustine.

THE Lord Jesus shares with saints in their affiictions. "In all
their afflictions He was affiicted, and the Angel of His Presence saved
them." It is between Christ and His Church, as between two lute
strings-no sooner one is struck, but the other trembles.-Brooks.

LOT called upon his sons-in-law to flee; yet he himself afterwards
lingered. Oh, what inconsistent beings we are! Even the children
of God sometimes cast a longing, lingering look upon the world. They
seem still attached to some husks, still lust after the flesh-pots of
Egypt, until the Lord, in His mercy, draws them out with a friendly
hand, or severs them from it by a hurricane.-Howels.

THE number of difficulties makes the Christian's conquest the more
illustrious. A gracious man should be made up all of fire, overcoming
and consuming all oppositions, as fire does the stubble. All difficulties
should be but whetstones to his fortitude.-An Old Divine.
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MULTUM IN PARVO.

WE go to press this month a few days prior to the holding of the Clifton
Conference, and purpose, God willing, to give a report in the November
number of the MAGAZINE. Several prayer meetings have been held at
Clifton in anticipation of the Conference. These have been well
attended, and have been marked by a spirit of earnest supplication.
--Copies of the Conference Report, corrected by the Speakers, may
be ordered of Mr. Wing, Printer, 52, Park Row, Bristol, price one
shilling.--Lord Winterstoke has just announced his intention of
rebuilding the church of St. Andrew, Blagdon, the tower and bells of
which were restored by him some few years since in memory of the late
Lady Wills, of Blagdon. Augustus Toplady was for a time Curate
in sole charge of Blagdon, and his signature occurs in the church
registers.--Complaints have reached the Protestant Alliance that
two nuns are teachers in Portobello Road Council (Girls) School,
Notting Hill, W. The following letter has been sent to the Rt. Hon.
R. McKenna, President of the Board of Education :-" Sir,-Several
parents of children attending the Portobello Road Council (Girls)
School, Notting Hill, W., have notified this Society, both by letters
and interviews, that two teachers, garbed as nuns, are instructing the
sixth and seventh standards in above school. The appearance of
these nuns in the school is strongly objected to by the parents, and if
they ·are to be retained as teachers the parents will withdraw their
children as a protest against this unwarrantable intrusion of Roman
Catholic nuns in this school.-Faithfully yours, H. Fowler, Secretary."
The following reply has been received :-" Whitehall, London, S.W.
September 16th, 1907. Dear Sir,-I am desired by Mr. McKenna to
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 16th instant, which shall
receive careful consideration.-Yours faithfully, J. B. Poore."--At
the twentieth annual Conference of the Institute of Journalists, which
was opened recently at Scarborough, attention was called to the
large and increasing number of meetings held on Sundays. It
was resolved to point out the hardship entailed on journalists by this,
and to endeavour to bring about a reduction of such meetings.--It
is announced that the first Synodic Congress of Protestant pastors
ever allowed in Russia will shortly be held a.t Moscow, and will be
attended by pastors from all parts of the country.-We regret to note
that at the next Islington Clerical Meeting, to be held in January, the
subjects selected for discussion are not of that Evangelical and Protes
tant character which have been generally associated with that annual
Conference. "The Church and Social Problems" is not a topic
calculated to exercise much spiritual influence at a time when the faith
of the Gospel demands that a stern protest should be made against
idolatry in the National Church.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.

THE Pope has issued an Encyclical against what he calls" Modernism,"
and it has already caused a flutter in Roman Catholic circles, not only
in Europe but also in the United States. The document is directly
aimed at the intellectual trend of thought which later years have dis
closed as existing amongst educated Roman Catholics. A message
from the Rome correspondent of the Tribune says that drastic as the
steps about to be taken against the" Moderns " are, they would have
been still more so but for the personal disinclination of the Pope to
have recourse to what might be construed as persecution. The liberal
izing movement in the Papal Church has made considerable way in this
country, and it is stated that some Romanists are apprehensive of the
effect of the Pope's pronouncement.

The recent deputation to Mr. Morley on the licensing question in
India leads the Mahratta, of Poona, to trace the results of the Abkari
policy of the Government of India, and to draw certain conclusions.
This journal says: "Of all religions now prevalent in India there is
none, except the Christian, that approves or sanctions the use of
spirituous liquors, and no exhaustive sociological enquiry is needed to
show that the people of this country were remarkably free from the
peculiar vice of the Western nations. It is only recently that attempts
are being made to check this vice by the formation of Temperance
Societies in the West, which are endeavouring to create public opinion
in their favour, so that legislative action may become possible
hereafter. The state of things is quite the reverse in India.
Here the public opinion, whether under the influence of caste rules or
religious prohibitions, has for centuries been against the use of spirituous
liquors, and Native Governments always tried to enforce the same by
legislative action. . . . There are few persons in India who would
seriously object to any legal restrictions on the sale of spirituous liquors
on the ground that it would curtail their individual liberty of action in
the.matter. Nor is the question of revenue so difficult to solve as some
people believe it to be. For when money is easily found by crores to
spend on the military requirements every year, the Government of
India can certaiuly afford to sacrifice a few crores for this holy purpose,
if it seriously wishes to do so, in the present state of its finance. What
is wanted is a real determination to grapple with the evil at any cost,
and if our English friends help us in bringing pressure on the Govern
ment of India in this respect they will be doing an invaluable service
to the country." The Brnnbay Guardian, commenting on this
article, observes: "Knowing something of the details by which these
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conclusions are supported, we regretfully admit that, for the most
part, they seem to us to be justified, and, indeed, inevitable."

The Board of Education have decided to establish a Medical Depart
ment to advise and assist them in the discharge of the new duties imposed
on the Board in regard to the medical inspection of school children, which
Local Education Authorities are, under. the Education Administrative
Provisions Act, required to carry out in England and Wales. The
organization and personnel of the Board's medical department are not
yet fully determined, but as a first step the President has appointed
Dr. George Newman, Medical Officer of Health of Finsbury since 1900,
as chief medical officer of the Board. Dr. Alfred Eichholz, a medical
inspector of schools, will also be appointed to the medical department.
The Board intend in the autumn to issue a circular to Local Authorities
regarding their new duties in the matter of the medical inspection of
school children.

The Bishop of Carlisle, in an address to the Carlisle Diocesan
Conference last month, said that the greatest of all the perils menacing
the Church of England was the spirit of denationalization or sectarianism.
Parliamentary annals furnished evidence of the deepening gulf between
the Church and the Nation. In forty years the House of Commons had
grown less a Church senate and more a Nonconformist assembly.
This change marked the beginning of a great war between Clericalism
and Christianity, because so few Churchmen seemed capable of reading
the sigus of the times. The most recent instance of sectarianism was
the Deceased Wife's Sister Act. Against that Act he would have
spoken and voted had he been in the House of Lords, but personal
must yield to collective opinion in matters not contrary to the law of
God, and he could not at present censure a clergyman for celebrating
such marriages.

An important decision has been arrived at by the Tri-Church Confer
ence of the Congregational United Brethren, and Methodist Protestant
Churches of the United States. An act of union between these churches
has been agreed upon. This act will now be presented to the respective
assemblies of the three denominations, and it has every promise of
becoming a reality. The scheme of union is self-government of the
local church, but co-operate government of the great missionary
enterprises. At the same time, the ordination and recognition of
ministers is to be in the hands of the National Council, except where
it is preferred to leave these questions to local bodies. A declaration.
of faith precedes the articles of agreement, which avows faith "in
Jesus Christ as our Divine Saviour and Lord," and also "in our
acceptance of the Holy_Scriptures as the inspired source of our faith
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and the supreme standard of Christian truth," but adds that "we
humbly depend, as did our fathers, on the continued guidance of the
Holy Spirit to lead us into all truth." The United Brethren Church
has a membership of 272,184 in the United States, whilst the roll of
the -Methodist Protestants holds 185,445 names. The Congregation
alists have 684,322 church members, so that the combined membership
of the three denominations is 1,141,951. During the past month a
union was formally effected in Wesley's Chapel, London, between
three of the great Methodist bodies in England, which organization now
forms one of the most powerful bodies of Protestant Nonconformity.

.- The thirty-sixth annual conference of the Scottish Y.M.C.A.'s was
held last month at Stirling, the gathering also marking the jubilee of
the local Association. The Conference commenced with a social function
in the Albert Hall, when Provost Thomson and the magistrates acted
as hosts. There were over 600 persons present, of whom 300 were
delegates. Addresses of welcome were delivered by the Provost, the
Rev. J. P. Lang for the Churches, and Mr. T. Lupton for the Y.M.C.A.
These were replied to by the Right Hon. Lord Kinnaird, President of
the Scottish National Union. The Rev. John McNeill also delivered a
brief address. The subject of "The Place of the Y.M.C.A. in the
Public Life of the Community" was introduced by Mr. Lightbody, of
Wishaw. In the discussion which followed, part was taken by Provost
Taylor, Clydebank; Councillor Miller, Glasgow; Lord Kinnaird, and
Mr. Scrymgeour, Dundee. A garden party was held in the afternoon
at the residence of Mr. J. W. Drummond, President of the Stirling
Association, and a public demonstration in the evening, at which Lord
Kinnaird, and the Yen. Archdeacon Madden, of Liverpool, were the
speakers.

Amongst our Protestant Societies none, perhaps, does a more useful
work, particularly among children, than the Calvinistic Protestant
Union-taking into account the limited funds at its disposal. We
therefore direct attention to a practical effort now being made by the
Union which deserves well at the hands of the Christian public. This
is in the shape of the publication of a set of Gospel Protestant booklets
entitled" The Young Helper's Series." The series comprises 12 fully
illustrated and interestingly written little books suitable for both
adults and children. An advertisement which appears in our columns
explains the valuable scheme of the Society.

LOVE cares not what it is nor what it does, so that it may but
advance the Lord Jesus. It makes the soul willing to be a footstool
for Christ; to be anything, to be nothing, that Christ may be all in all.
-Brooks.


