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PREDESTINATION ACCORDING TO PURPOSE.
" In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated
according. to the purpose of Him who worketh all things after the
counsel 01 His own will."-EpH. i. 11.

ALTHOUGH "one star dillereth from another star in glory," all of
them alike are the handiwork of the one CREATOR. So all Scripture
is given by inspiration of GOD "and is profitable," yet here and
there we meet with a specific declaration at the beginning of a
verse-" This is a faithful saying" (1 Tim. i. 15; 2 Tim. ii. 11 ;
Titus iii. 8). And many an utterance of the lips of the LORD JESUS
Himself was prefaced by the emphatic formula, "Verily, verily"
-Anien, Amen. It is in some such light one contemplates the
profound passage standing at the head of this" PORTION." It
sparkles with grace and glory, and appears to stand forth in bold
relief from its heavenly surroundings. The centre of its brilliance
is CHRIST Himself-" In Whom." All spiritual glories emanate
from the SUN of RIGHTEOUSNESS. His is "the glory as of the
ONLy-BEGOTTEN of the FATHER" (John i. 14). His redeemed
ones receive out of His fulness. "And the glory which Thou
gavest Me, I have given them" (John xvii. 22). In Him they
possess an eternal inheritance of glory. They possess it nownow, by faith, and in reversion, but hereafter in the ineffable
37
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enjoyment of it. "In 'Whom u'e luwe obtained an inheritance."
CHRIST glorified is the infinite portion of each believer, his lot, his
inalienable, unforfeitable property. When the FATHER bestowed
upon His beloved people His " UNSPEAKABLE GIFT" (2 Cor. ix. 15),
it was in the Person of His co-equal SON-" He spared not His
own SON" (Rom. viii. 32). No richer dowry had He to lavish on
the Bride, the LAMB'S Wife, than the LAMB, the spotless LAMB,
Himself! And, on the part of the GIVEN ONE, He freely gave
Himself. " Even as CHRIST also loved the Church, and gave Himself for it" (Ephes. v. 25). Thus the prophecy is fulfilled-" The
LORD shall be unto thee an everlasting light,' and thy GOD thy
glory" (Isa. Ix. 19). " For I, saith the LORD, will be the glory in
the midst of her" (Zech. ii. 5). This indeed is " that good part"
of which no created power can spoil the blood-purchased people of
GOD. Do we as believers, dear reader, adequately realize our
spiritual possessions? "In Whom we have an inheritance!"
When of old the LORD wiiled to assure the heart of ABRAHAM
regarding his interest in the Land of Promise, He commanded him,
saying, " Arise, walk through the land, in the length of it and in the
breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee" (Gen. xiii. 17). And
to-day He encourages His believing people-heirs of the promises
of the Covenant of grace-to contemplate the unsearchable riches of
salvation they have ill CRr,IST, and to be assured of their inheritance
in Him. What a marvellous declaration is that we have in the
inspired words of the ApOSTLE: "All things are yours; whether
PAm, or APOLLOS, or CEPHAS, or the world, or life, or death, or
things present, or things to come; all are yours; and ye are
CHRIST'S, and CHRIST is GOD'S" (1 Cor. iii. 21-23). Oh, that our
hearts could more feelingly enter into the enjoyment of this" goodly
heritage!" Oh, that our daily lives gave more demonstrative
testimony to others of the blessedness of being proprietors of such
an illimitable estate! Well may we set our hand and seals to the
adoring praisefullanguage of JOHN MASON-uttered upwards of two
centuries ago" I've found the Pearl of greatest price,
My heart doth sing for joy;
And sing, I must, a CHRIST I haveOh, what a CHRIST have I !
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" CHRIST is a Prophet, Priest and King;
A Prophet fnll of light,
A Priest that stands 'twixt GOD and man,
A King that rules with might.
" My CHRIST, He is the LORD of lords,
He is the KING of kings;
He is the Sun of righteousness,
With healing in His wings.
" My CHRIST, He is the Tree of Life,
Who in GOD'S garden grows,
Whose fruit does feed, whose leaves do heal;
My CHRIST is Sharon's Rose.
" CHRIST is my meat, CHRIST is my drink,
My medicine, and my health,
My peace, my strength, my joy, my crown,
!I'ly glory, and my wealth.
" CHRIST is my father, and my friend,
My brother, and my love,
My head, my hope, my counsellor,
My advocate above.
" My CHRIST, He is the heaven of heavens,
My CHRIST what shall I call !
My CHRIST is first, my CHRIST is last,
My CHRIST is All in all ! "
All this, and infinitely more, is the LORD JESUS CHRIST unto eachthe last and least---of His redeemed ones. Let not the ecstatic
exclamations of saintly SAMUEL RUTHERFORD when he seeks to
extol his "altogether lovely" LORD and MASTER, be accounted
excessive in their fervour when in his "CHRIST Dying" he breaks
forth-" What think ye of the golden and choice eminency that
are in CHRIST ?-of a clothing of increated glory that goes abont
CHRIST. 'I sat down under His shadow with great delight, and His
fruit was sweet to my taste' (Song ii. 2). CHRIST'S love casteth
so sweet a smell that His love leads not, but draws; yet love's
cords are softer than oil. The honey of CHRIST'S love was gathered
out of the flowers that grow in that highest mountain of roses, a
larger kind of flowers than ten ruillions of earths, and out of the
fair blossoms, and sweet heavenly sop of the Tree of Life. The
glory of Lebanon, and excellency of Sharon is nothing to this.
Bring all your senses, see, hear, feel, taste, and smell what transcendent sweetness of heaven is in this love. A sea of love is nothing.
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It hath a bottom. A heaven of love is nothing: It hath a brim;
but infinite love hath no bounds." And again: "Compare other
things with CHRIST, and they bear no weight. Cast into the balance
with Him angels-and He is wisdom-they but wise. Cast into
the scale with Him kings, all kings and all their glory and gainthey are but bits of paper and chaff-weight they have none to
Him. Cast in two worlds, that is nothing; add to the weight
millions of heavens of heavens-the balance cannot down, the
scales are unequal-CHRIST is a huge overweight." Most true,
most precious! And then the dear Scottish saint goes on to tell of
IMMANUEL'S Land-the inheritance of the LAMB'S blood-ransomed
followers. He tells us that in that land all are kings, who shall
reign for ever and ever-while heaven is entirely and fully enjoyed
by each saint, as though there were but his one person alone. "All
and everyone hath the whole kingdom, and is filled with GOD, as if
there were no equals there to share with him! Oh, so broad and
large is that land-being the heaven of heavens! As the greater
circle must contain the less, so all the dwellings here are but caves
tmder the earth, and holes of poor clay in the bosom of this! But
here are many' dwelling-places,' and there lodge so many thousand
kings! Oh, what fair fields, mountains of roses and spices; every
bird in every bush in the trees of Paradise sings 'Worthy is the
LA~IB.' Oh the lilies, the roses, the precious trees that grow in
IMMANUEI}S Land! And they exude bairn of praises in those
mountains!" Who can attempt to estimate the treasures of
salvation which are contained in the glorified SON of GOD at the
right hand of the majesty on high 1 Eternal life imparted by the
quickening SPIBIT, plenteousness of redemption, perfect forgiveness
of all sins, eternal righteousness imputed to faith, acceptance of
the person in the FATHER'S BELOVED, and the promise of a dwellingplace in the House not made with hands yonder in the glory everlasting-aIl these are the Covenanted portion of the favoured objects
of that incomparable love of which dear TOPLADY sings in one of
his many precious compositions :" Since my REDEEMER'S name is Love,
Why should I doubt His grace 1
He will not let my squl remove,
Or start from His embrace.
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" Guided by Him, with strength Divine
1 gladly urge my way,
And more and more my path shall shine
Unto the perfect day.
" 1 cannot from the fold depart,
For JESUS is my guide;
His law is graven on my heart,
Nor shall my footsteps slide.

,

"He loved me not for my desert;
(I merited His hate ;)
Nor shall the love a period know,
Which never knew a date.
"By grace a free partaker made
Of His immortal root,
1 know my branch shall never fade,
Nor cease from yielding fruit.
" Glory and grace to them He gives
For whom He gave His SON;
And GOD must cease from being love
Ere He can hate His own! "
May the sweet unction of these Gospel verities rest upon us
continually, dear fellow-believers, until we-through free and
sovereign grace-enter upon the possession of their fruition, face
to face with JESUS" in Whom" our rich Inheritance is comprised,
" according to the purpose of Him Who worketh all things after
the counsel of His own will."
THE

EDITOR.

MANY infirmities may exist with grace, but a carnal or worldly
mind in a prevailing sense cannot.-Baxter.
"I LAID me down and slept; 1 awaked; for the Lord sustained
lue" (Ps. iii. 5). The battle-field and the beleaguered fort present no
downy couch. The alarms of war invite not to repose. But God is a
pillow to the head of faith. David lies down. His sleep is sweet. He
arises with recruited strength. But deeper truth sounds in these words.
Jesus calmly falls asleep. The new-made grave receives Him to its
bed. On the third day He casts off sleep. He appears and testifies,
"God did not leave My soul in hell, nor suffer His Holy One to see
corruption." So, too, believers fall asleep in Him. Short is the night
of death. Soon shall they awake and shout, "0 grave! where is thy
victory? 0 death! where is thy sting? "-Dean Law.
•
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A SAFE SHELTER.

" He shall cover thee with His feathers, and under His wings shalt
thou trust,. His truth shall be thy shield and buckler."-Ps. xci. 4.
THE people of God are spoken of in the holy Scriptures as " a feeble
folk "-the subjects of many fears, and given to much trembling.
They are, however, consequently shown to be the peculiar care of
J ehovah. That special care is illustrated in the written Word
uilder a variety of metaphors, emblems, and types. One of these
is employed in the passage of Scripture which stands at the head of
this" Note." The figure presented is that of a parent bird gathering
its little helpless offspring beneath its wings, and sheltering them
from danger.
" As the bird beneath its feathers
GuardS the objects of its care,
So the Lord His children gathers
'Neath His wings, and hides them there."
This beautiful simile was employed by Moses in the inspired
Pentateuch when referring to the Covenant providence God exercised
in behalf of His people Israel; and also by a greater than Moses
when He wept over apostate Jerusalem. Thus wrote Moses in the
32nd chapter of Deuteronomy-" For the Lord's portion is His
people; J acob is the lot of His inheritance. He found him in a
desert land, and in the waste howling wilderness; He led him
about, He instructed him, He kept him as the apple of His eye.
As an eagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over her young, spreadeth
abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth them on her wings: so the
Lord alone did lead him, and there was no strange god with him "
(verses 9-12). And the Lord Jesus, when Israel's final national
departure from God was nigh at hand, in the guilty rejection of
the Messiah, testified-" 0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest
the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often
would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth
her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! " (Matt. xxiii. 37).
The figure, too, was one that entered into the devotional life of God's
true people of old, as the Book of Psalms bears witness. Hence we
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meet with such supplications as-" Keep me as the apple of the
eye; hide me under the shadow of Thy wings" (Ps. xvii. 8); and
" Because Thou hast been my help, therefore in the shadow of Thy
wings will I rejoice" (Ps. !xiii. 7). .How tenderly merciful is our
heavenly Father towards His weak, dependent children to reveal
Himself thus for their encouragement, consolation, and peace!
Parental affection is often very marked even in the brute creation.
In man, however, it is exhibited in an immeasurably higher degree;
while in the "Father of mercies" it is manifested in infinite perfection. "Like as a father pitieth His own [P.-B. version] children,
so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him; for He knoweth our
frame; He remembereth that we are dust" (Ps. ciii. 13,14). What
marvellous condescension it is on the part of the Most High thus to
liken Himself to an earthly parent. And see further how He speaks
of His tender mercy towards His children under the similitude of
one of His meaner creatures. Oh, why is it, beloved fellow-believers,
that we are ever overcome with fear, when we have in the Almighty
One such a Protector from our enemies! Oh, to be wise, and at the
first approach of danger to betake ourselves to Him whose Name is
a "strong tower." It is a mark of true faith when the tried,
tempted, affrighted soul takes up the resolve of the P.salmist"I flee unto Thee to hide me." Those texts of Scripture which
some one has termed" the hiding texts" suit well the frail subjects
of the world's and Satan's attacks.
., Jesus, lover of my soul,
Let me to Thy bosom fly,
While the nearer waters roll,
While the tempest still is high;
Hide me, 0 my Saviour, hide,
Till the storm of life be past;
Safe into the haven guide;
Oh, receive my soul at last."
The Lord Himself has always been the habitation of His people.
He is so to-day. He bids us poor helpless ones-" Abide in Me."
There" that Wicked One toucheth not." Sweet are those lines
by Charlotte Inglis which echo the Redeemer's loving call :" Abide in Me ! " Most loving cOllisel this,
Nearest approach on earth to heavenly bliss;
With the command, 0 Saviour, give me power
To live by faith on Thee, from hour to hour.
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" Abide in Me !" For I have strength to give
The grace to make thee henceforth heavenward live;
Eternal things My Spirit can reveal,
And thy heart's earthly dark diseases heal.
" Abide in Me !" All else mnst pass away,This earth so fair, these idols formed of clay;
Its riches, pleasures, friendships, pomp, and fame,
All evanescent are-all but a name!
" Abide in Me !" For changeless is My love;
Its depth unmeasured, as its height above;
Not all thy feelings can its power repel:
Wilt thou not trust the love that loves so well 1
" Abide in Me !" No ill can hurt thee there;
In Me thou'rt safe e'en from the tempter's snare:
Before his fiery darts o'er thee prevail
My life must end, My faithfulness must fail!
" Abide in Me ! " if thou wouldst fruitful be :
The branch bears not when severed from the tree;
Without My Spirit's power, the sapless bough
No fruit can bear, for it can nothing do.
" Abide in Me !" All grace is Mine to give:
My voice the dead shall hear, and hearing live!
My Spirit can thy strongest sins subdue,
Soften thine heart, and all thy thoughts renew.
" Abide in Me !" Live only on My love,
And thou shalt taste the bliss of saints above;
In Me thou shalt have peace; in Me find rest,
Though storms shall ra.ge around, or cares molest.
" Abide in Me !" Then safe within the veil,
Death cannot hurt, though heart and flesh may fail;
One with Myself, Who vanquished death and hell,
It only breaks the bondage of thy cell !
" Abide in Me !" Then thou may'st calmly smile
On ruined hopes, or ruined ,vorlds the while:
Even the trumpet's awful sound shall be
The sweetest music ever heard by thee!

Faith ever finds an open door when she speed, to her Divine
Refuge-as of old the man-slayer could always count on the unclosed gate of the City of Refuge. Day and night, all the year
round. the city portal gave ready welcome to the trustful fugitive.
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So, quick as the lightning's flash, faith hies her to her Lord, and
"is safe."
" His truth shall be thy shield and buckler." The faithfulness
of God in keeping His Covenant promises is the stronghold of
spiritual confidence. His every promise is true, and He Himself is
true to every promise. He cannot deny Himself. "Shield and
buckler "-double armour of defence-is the Living God unto His
trusting ones. "Trust in Him at all times" is His gracious command. Trust is always in season. In dark times and bright
times, in cloud and in sunshine, in conflict and in peace, in adversity
and prosperity alike, to trust in the Lord is seasonable, wise, and
comely. Dear Toplady ministers joy and cheer to our fainting
hearts when he sings :" His grace will to the end
Stronger and brighter shine;
Nor present things, nor things to come,
Shall quench the spark Divine.
" The people of His choice
He will not cast away;
Yet do not always here expect
On Tabor's mount to stay.
" "'hen we in darkness walk
Nor feel the heavenly flame,
1;hen is the time to trust our God,
And rest upon His Name.
" Soon shall our doubts and fears
Subside at His control;
His loving-kindness shall break througb
The midnight of the soul.
" Wait till the shadows flee;
Wait thy appointed hour,
Wait till the Bridegroom of thy soul
Reveals His sovereign power.
" Tarry His leisure, then,
Although He seem to stay,
A moment's intercourse witb Him
Thy grief will overpay.
" Blest is the man, 0 God,
That stays himself on Tbee !
Who waits for Thy salvation, Lord,
Sball Thy sah-ation see! ..

•
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And so, beloved in Christ, let us seek to rely implicitly on our
mighty Defender-oUT Shield and Buckler-in face of all opposition
and danger. He has pledged Himself to cover our heads in the day
of battle, and to bring us off " more than conquerors."
" Though we pass through tribulation,
All will 'be well ;
Ours is such a full salvation,
All, all is well !
Happy, still in God confiding,
Fruitful, if in Christ's abiding
Holy, through the Spirit's guiding,
All must be well! "
And agam; in the words of Thomas Kelly;" , FORWARD let the people go ; ,
Jsrael's God will have it so ;
Though the path be through the sea,
Israel, what is that to thee 1
He who bids thee pass the waters
Will be with His sons and daughters.
"Deep and wide the sea appears,
Israel wonders, Israel fears;
Yet the word is 'forward' still,
Israel, 'tis thy Master's will;
Though no way thou canst discover,
Not one plank to float thee over.

,

"Israel, art thou sorely tried,
Art thou pressed on every side 1
Does it seem as if no power
Could relieve thee in this hour 1
Wherefore art thou thus disheartened 1
Is the arm that saves thee shortened 1 '
"Forward go, and thou shalt see
Wonders wrought, and wrought for thee;
Safe thyself on yonder shore,
Thou shalt see thy foes no more;
Thine to see the Saviour's glory, '
Thine to tell the wondrous story! "
Oh, Jet us " look up " continually, for our help comes from above
_" My help cometh from the Lord, which made heaven and earth."

Clition.

J. O.

,
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WELL-SPRINGS.
" And. He gave them their request; but sent leanness into their soul."Ps. cvi. 15.

THE Psalm from which our text is taken lies in a cluster in which is
set forth the wondrous story of Jehovah's great, manifold, and merciful
deliverances of His sinful, erring, rebellious, ungrateful nation.
Israel. It tells, as in the precedin/( Psalm, and that also which
follows the cvi., of provocation on their part, forgiveness on His.
Constant sinning on theirs, and as constant renewing on His ! No
wonder that the writer breaks forth in Hallelujah! praise the Lord;
o give thanks unto J ehovah. The sins and failures are too varied to
enlarge upon here. Let us confine ourselves to our text. "They
lusted exceedingly in the wilderness." God's provision was not
enough, not satisfying, not to their choice; so thought this guilty people.
" Our soulloatheth this light bread," say they. They are not content
to receive this heavenly provision of the manna, and their hearts long
after the fish and flesh of Egypt, earthly and carnal, in which they
typified God's spiritual Israel whom the Apostle warns in I Cor. x. () :
" Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not
lust after evil things, as they also lusted." They" tempted God in
the desert," the very place where such wondrous deliverances had
been ma.de them! Oh, how humbling is all this, and what lessons do
_we read therein for our own gnilty hearts. How soon we forget; how
rapidly some wondrous deliverance becomes as a thing of the past in
our memories; and we fall a prey again to Satan's wiles. How
common sometimes our mercies become to us ; and our blessings become
even snares to us. Oh! what constant need, then, to watch and wait
and walk very humbly, very carefully, and it may be silently. For the
soul is sometimes brought to this point, when even testimony of the
lips is apt to become a snare, and the result is high-mindedness. The
writer can flllly endorse the poet Cowper's words :" 0 Lord, how wondrous are Thy ways,
Whilst mine polluted are;
Sin twines itself about my praise,
. And slides into my prayer.
" When I would tell what Thou hast done
To save my boul from sin,
I cannot make Thy glories kuown,
But self-applause creeps in."
Too true, and we know it to our sorrow! "They sOOn forgat His
works, and waited not for His counsel; but lusted exceedingly in the
wilderness, and tempted God in the desert." "There is nothing at all
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but this manna before our eyes," they sinfully, ungratefully, and
rebelliously exclaimed. "And He gave them their request, but sent
leanness into their soul." Quails for manna! Egypt's flesh for
heavenly bread! Yes. "There went forth a wind from the Lord,
and brought quails from the sea, and let them fall by the camp,
as it were a day's journey on this side, and as it were a day's
journey on the other side, round about the camp, as it were two
cubits higb upon the face of the earth. And the people stood up
all that day, and all that night, and all the next day, and they
gathered the quails; he that gathered least gathered ten homers; and
they spread them all abroad for themselves round about the camp.
And while the flesh was yet between their teeth, ere it was chewed,
the wrath of J ehovah was kindled against the people, and the Lord
smote the people with a very great plague. And he called the name
of that place Kibroth-hattavah (the graves of lust !), because they
buried the people that lusted." Oh, what a solemn word we have here.
What a contrast to the account of the manna. Yes, 80 it is; if we will
have our own way, we must expect toil and unsatisfying results. What
divine irony is here in these inspired words! "The people stood up
all that day, and all that night, and all the next day," so plentiful was
the answer to their" request." But it meant much labour; a reminder
of the sin of our first parent, which resulted in labouring "by the
sweat of his brow." When Jehovah rained the promised" bread from
heaven," the people were commanded to " go out and gather a certain
rate every day." "And they gathered it every morning, every man
according to his eating; and when the sun was hot it melted." So
this" small, white, round, sweet thing" was provided and gathered
betiroes, and the double portion gathered for the seventh day ere the
sun was up, for to seek it late was futile, as the IAlrd had said, and
any who went out to look for it after the appointed time "found
none." But he who had gathered according to Divine command-if
"much, had nothing over; and he that gathered little had no lack;
they gathered every man according to his eating." But for the quailsman's own sinful request, "the people stood up all that day, and all
that night, and all the next day." A plentiful supply, 'tis true; ten
homers of quails to two homers of maIma. Much labour and tiroe
involved in the gathering, but "while the meat was yet in' their
mouths, the wrath of God came upon them, and slew the fnllest of
them, and smote down the chosen men of -Israel." Let the lesson
speak to us. Oh! not to have our requests, and lea,nness! Oh! child
of God, how thankful shall you and I be in that day when we shall
know as also we are known, why He crossed our desires, why He
blasted our gourds, why His hand was heavy upon us, why He did
not see fit to remove this cross, or that heavy aflliction; why the way
was hedged up suddenly, that our path could not he found; why He
sent bitter when we desired sweet, or clouds when we looked for sunshine, or rough places where we thought to have arrived at smooth;
or why the "thorn in the flesh" was not removed, even though we
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besought Him ." thrice." Yes: but we want faith now * in our pilgrimage, to take all He sees fit to send us as from His right hand of
blessing; to thank Him for the bitter as well as the sweet, and to say,
Even so,. my Father,. do as Thou seest best; only, Lord, do not give me
my request and leanness therewith. This is one of the solemn conjunctions of God's Word. But! request granted, but not prosperity of
soul. Their req'uest, but leanness! What does leanness imply 1
Poverty of nutriment which is conducive of robust, vigorous health:
poor, barren, not rich. If thus much can be said of the body, how
much more of the soul. Stagnation; warped or meagre growth;
a dwindling stature;. the very opposite to spiritual fruitfulness; only
just alive, no marked progress; no urging on; a lingering behind; a
laggard gait" afar off." Not in the Sanctuary, or, if there, not enjoying
His smile, nor any great measure of felt realization of His Presence.
Only not a wreck! Oh! this is not His way and work. This is the
inroad and ravages made by sin. But in such a case, let us up and
unto the Lord, and give Him no rest nntil the sin is confessed, the
precious blood has again cleansed, and He has once more made His
restored Jerusalem a praise. And may gmce, thus exercising our
hearts and guiding our lives; control our lips when in His Presence,
that we may ask only according to His will.
But there are some requests which the Lord is pleased to inspire and
consequently grant. Distinctly we have the record: "And God
granted him that he requested." So that the prayer of Jabez must
have been inwrought of the Holy Spirit, and consequently heard in
Heaven. And of Jacob, with whom the Angel wrestled, who cried out,
" I will not let Thee go, except thou bless me; and He blessed him
there." An immediate response! The request, too, of Moses for the
Presence and company of his God was fulfilled as the promise was
given, "Certainly I will be with thee." The desire of Solomon was
granted when he asked, "Give, therefore, Thy servant an understanding heart, to judge Thy people, that I may discern between good
and bad; for who is able to judge this Thy so great a people 1" Yes;
not only granted, but the Word declares how" the speech pleased the
Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing."
Then see how David's prayer was "found in his heart to pray
before Thee," and David's house was blessed for ever, in that from
thence sprang the Messiah. By these and many similar instances,
beloved reader, we may draw our fruitful lesson, and see that when the
desire is for spiritual blessings and to the glory of our God, the Lord
never denies His children. One's prayers at the mercy-seat seem more
and more to take the form of desires after spiritual things for oneself
and for others. The providential mercies (though He will still be
enquired of by the House of Israel, and utter dependence keeps His
children acknowledging Him in all their ways), these He will take care
* Those telling words from dying lips yet ring in the writer's ears in grateful
memory.
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of for His children, and they are unto us as the "all things" added
unto the seekers- after the Kingdom of God. We are full of infirmity; so frail, sinful, that ofttimes our requests as to temporal
mercies if granted would be the worst that could happen unto us. We
see not as He seeth. We know not the end from the beginning. Hence,
in mercy He denies. Had Paul got his request for the removal of the
thorn in the flesh; he would have kno~ little of the glorying in
infirmities and the power of Christ resting upon him. Thrice he might
beseech the Lord for its removal, but thrice merciful his Heavenly
Father Who denied him! Oh, brethren, it is good when our weak
bodies find a power beyond man's ken resting upon us. It is worth
the daily proving" how frail I am," if so be that in Christ I am
strong and" can do all things." Oh! let it resolve itself into this.
Having" My words abiding in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it
shall be done unto you." Those words must needs be spiritual and
Divine since they are" My words," even the words of the Living Christ
Himself. So may" we ask according to His will," in holy, happy
confidence, expecting and knowing that He heareth us. It is the
Spirit of Rom. viii. 27, " And He that searcheth the hearts lmoweth
what is the mind of the Spirit, because He maketh intercession for
the saints according to the will of God." So that~when our requests
are in and through the Spirit of our God, we may rely upon seeing their
fulfilment, and not only fulfilment, but the pleasure of the Lord prospering in our soul. Oh! what constant need for waiting upon our
God for direction, guidance, and control. May He " Keep our prayers
for us," as said a dear one in our presence not long ago. May He keep
His promises by us; keep the door of our lips; keep back His servants
from presumptuous sins: yes, in pleading as well as action; keep our
minds stayed upon Jehovah in perfect peace; keep us in all our goingsour low places and our exalted places, our valley walk and our mountain vision. To keep us to the very end, that we may be " preserved
blameless and unreprovable, and presented faultless before His Presence
with exceeding joy." It is one continuous act of mercy, this keeping
power of our God. "Keeping mercy for thousands." A longer stress
upon that initial letter in Hebrew denotes its duration, continuity, and
that is just what God is toward us. His mercy is "laid up" against
the day of our need. Hence let us seek much grace to be kept living
in the atmosphere of that revealed mercy, that we ask not amiss in our
requests at the throne. May the love of Christ so rule and dominate
our lives that we live, walk, and have our being in the Spirit of Him in
Whom we shall never ask in vain. Ask in Him, and "Ye shall ask what
ye will, and it shall be done unto you," are His own encouraging words
of promise. "Ask and receive, that your joy may be full."
Thus our answered " request" will be the very antithesiS of that of
our text, which brought leanness t.o the soul of the children of Israel.
A temporal request-sinfully demanded-we see brings spiritual
leanness. But to claim in the Spirit the fulness of blessing which
resides in Jesus our Head, is to be "satisfied with favour and full with
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the blessing of the Lord." For the giving is " abundantly"; "good
measure," "pressed down, and running over." The very best is given
to them that leave the choosing of their portion to their heavenly
Father's wisdom and love.
Dear reader, the Lord being your and my Shepherd, we shall" want"
nothing. It is only when sin leads us astray, and we think to walk
independently of Him, that we err in our requests and have consequently
to suffer leanness of soul. The Lord keep us near Himself so that
we be content, satisfied with our appointed portion, with all that He
is pleased to bestow or withhold, knowing that having Him we, with
Him, possess all things. Yes! may even a song ascend from these
exercised hearts, these sorrowful spirits, to Him who has not seen fit
to grant our request, but on the contrary has" blasted our gourds and
laid us low." Good, sooner or later, you will see was the will and
wisdom of Him who crossed all your 'fair designs, and laid you, or
it may be one dearer than your own life to you, low. May tile
language of your heart, therefore, be :" Thy way, not mine, 0 Lord,
However dark it be !
Lead me by Thine own hand,
Choose out the path for me.
" I dare not choose my lot;
I would not if I might:
Choose Thou for me, 0 God,
So shall I walk aright.
" Take Thou my cup, and it
With joy or sorrow fill,
As best to Thee may seem;
Choose Thou my good or ill.
" Choose Thou for me, my friends,
My sickness, or my health;
Choose Thou my cares for me,
My poverty or wealth.
" Not mine, not mine the choice
In things both great or small ;
Be Thou my Guide, my Strength,
My Wisdom, and my All."
Child of God, wait patiently, wait trustfully, wait silently for Him.
Some day He will open up to your astonished vision the mystery of
His deuials to you, and you will then" Bless the Hand that guided and bless the Heart that planned,
When throned where glory dwelleth
In Immanuel's Land."
R.
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"WHERE HAST THOU GLEAI\TED TO-DAY 1"
(GEN. ",,-viii. 20, 21.)
" IF God will be with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and
will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, so that I come again
to my father's house in peace; then shall the Lord be my God." How
unbelief mingles with faith in the patriarch Jacob! Blessed be God
Who has recorded this for our instruction and consolation. When
we fall into sin our Covenant God does not forsake us. He chastens us
fot our profit, that we may be partakers of His holiness. I am confirmed
in the belief that the Spirit was my instructor when I lately wrote of
the righteousness of God displayed in the blessing of Jacob-a paper
entitled" A Plea for Rebecca." It cost me much anxiety to pen it,
for I had not met with this view in any author, excepting only lI'Ir.
Huntington's remark, "This is the veil in which our spiritual Isaac
receives His bride." It led me to look for an allegory in the blessing
of Jacob. How could Rebecca bear to know that Isaac was blessing
Esau, wben she was told by the Lord, before their birth, "The elder
sball serve the younger" 1 She acted like the true Church of God in
sending J acob in the " goodly raiment" of the elder brother, which
were with her in the house, to get the father's blessing! "Put ye on
the Lord Jesus Christ." It is He instead of me! She put the skins
of the kids of the goats upon his hands and the smooth of his neck, for
nature must be covered in His works and in the amiability of His
character-even the righteousness of God, which is by faith of Jesus
Cbrist, "unto all, and upon all that believe." "Whom God hath set
forth to be a propitiation "-a covering-" through faith in His righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance
of God." The two goats were afterwards used on the great Day of
Atonement, the one to make reconciliation for sin, the other to carry
sin away into a land where it should be sought for but not found. So
the analogy of Scripture is perfect. Substitution is taught for atonement. The putting on of the garments and imputed righteousness of
another to obtain the Father's blessing is inculcated in this chapter.
" I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God ;
for He hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, He hath
covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh
himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her
jewels" (Isa. Ixi. 10).
Leicester.
MARY.
"SERVE the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling" (Ps. ii. 2).
Knowledge leads surely in the paths of service. Gospel-obedience is a
blessed walk. It is the happy union of all grace. Strictest submission
goes hand in hand with filial reverence. The cup of joy is mixed with
tenderest dread of error. Love fears. Fear loves. Joy trembles,
and trembling is glad.-Dean Law.
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THE MYSTERY AND MARROW OF THE BIBLE IN GOD'S
COVENANTS.-No. XXVI.
By FRANCIS ROBERTs, l\LA., 1657, A.D.-Edited by the Rev. J. E.
WALKER, M.A.
(Continued from page 530.)
OUR Author begins his exposition of the Sinaitic Covenant-administration in these words: "The Lord was pleased to renew with mnch
augmentation the Covenant of faith from Moses till Christ Himself;
viz., from about the eightieth year of Moses, when he received the law
from God on Mount Sinai, till the death of Jesus Christ, whereby He
antiquated, abrogated, and finished the Old Testament administration,
instituting and authorizing the New Testament dispensation. Jesus
Christ was made under the law, and submitted Himself under this SinaiCovenant-administration till His death; and then, antiquating this
Old Covenant, He brought in His New Covenant, or Testament, in its
stead, as the most perfect federal dispensation of all, to continue in
its surpassing splendour until His Second Coming." He continues:
" Now, as the period of time allotted by God for this Sinai-CovenantAdministration was very long, so the federal excellencies, providential
passages and occurrents, and the various changes of the condition of
the Church of God therein, were very famous and illustrious, for, in
this interval and compass of time :"1. God's glorious law was given upon Mount Sinai to the children
of Israel, the seed of Abraham, viz., the law, moral, ceremonial, and
judicial.
"2. The law was by a solemn sanction established as a Covenant
betwixt God and Israel, Moses being the typical mediator thereof.
"3. The ark of God was made, wherein were the two tables of the
Covenant, which, being a peculiar token of God's Presence with Israel,
was styled by way of excellency, ' the glory,' and the two tables of the
Covenant therein contained were called, metonymically, 'The
. Covenants,' as some are of opinion.
"4. The service of God, viz., the ceremonial and typical service of
God under the Levitical Priesthood, was instituted by God.
"5. The promises, viz., the great accession and abundant addition
of promises, were now annexed to this federal dispensation more than
to all the former Covenants.
"6. The Word and Oracles of God, even all the Books of the Old
Testament-' Moses and the Prophets '-were actually written by
inspiration of the Holy Ghost, and those written-oracles com~itted of
trust to the custody of the Jews. They only were God's library-keepers,
the keepers of God's sacred foIls.
" 7. The adoption of the people, Israel, to be God's peculiar people
above all the peoples of the world, was now declared, and they were
actually possessed of the promised Canaan.
"8. The Lord moulded His people into a Commonwealth, giving
. 38
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them political statutes, viz., the judicial laws for their governmeut,
and Israel was constituted a national 'Church in the wilderness'
(Acts vii. 38).
"9. The solemn place of God's public worship was three several
times erected, viz., the Tabernacle in the wilderness by Moses, the first
Temple at Jerusalem by King Solomon, and the second Temple at
Jerusalem, after their return from the captivity, by Zerubbabel; the
glory of this latter House far surpassing the glory of the former, not in
stateliness of structure, but in emineucy of use, Jesus Christ Himself
hallowing this House with His own most blessed Presence.
"10. Finally, (not to mention other things) in this interval or space
of time, 'of the Seed of Abraham, as concerning the flesh,' the
promised Seed of seeds, the Desire of all nations, Jesus Christ, came,
, Who is over all, God blessed for ever; Amen.'''
Our Author then says: "This Covenant-administration at Sinai
was given after the deliverance from Egypt in order that the spiritual
mystery might thus be revealed, that man must be first redeemed by
the true Paschal Lamb and by the glory of His grace from the (worse
than Egyptian) bondage of his unregenerate state, before he can enter
upon the way to the heavenly inheritance. It is well to be remembered
that the law was given to a typically-redeemed and delivered people,
not in Egypt but in the wilderness." Again, this' wilderness must be
their highway to Canaan, and they are distinctly called by the Holy
Ghost, "the Church in the wilderness," that" God might in the wilderness eminently glorify His wisdom, power, faithfulness, loving-kindness,
and patience towards His people, Israel, fo r forty years together, and
that by their discipline in the wilderness He might prepare them for
war with the Canaanites; and that the wilderness might be as a foil
to set off Canaan with greater lustre to them, and that their wants and
miseries in the desert might so much the more commend the enjoyments
and mercies in the promised inheritance. How welcome is health
after tiring sickness, ease after tormenting pain, liberty after servitude
and captivity, Canaan after the desolate wilderness; yea, and heaven
itself after earth's troubles and perplexities! This was also God's
way with them, that, as Egypt was a type of our naturally miserable
condition under the bondage of sin, Satan and the flesh, while we are
destitute of redemption by Christ; and as Canaan was a type of the
eternal rest of God's people in heaven, so the wilderness might be a
figure of this present world, through whic)J. we must pass to heaven,
and of the unsettled condition, and of the wants, afflictions, temptations,
dangers, and many miseries incident to God's people therein; God's
Covenant, sacraments, ordinances, and presence ,vith His people, being
Israel's greatest comfort in the wilderness, and our greatest comfort in
this world, which is the place of our pilgrimage."
Our Author continues: "The law was given on the fiftieth day after
the Passover, for which cause some make this parallel: On the fiftieth
day after the First Passover the fiery law was given on Mount Sinai.
On the fiftieth day after Christ's last Passover, yea, after Christ our
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True Passover was sacrificed for us, viz., on the Feast of Pentecost, the
Spirit in the form of fiery cloven tongues, for preaching the Gospel to
all nations, was given at Jerusalem."
This parallel, as our gracious Author calls it, is more distinctly seen
in that glorious Psalm, the sixty-eighth, which unites the descent of
God upon Sinai with the mission of the Comforter, when in grace He
visibly fell upon the Church at Jerusalem. In that Psalm, let it be
carefully remembered, there is a true and Divine parallelism, for the
majesty of God at Horeb is full of tenderness and mercy to His people,
journeying amid many perils, widowed and fatherless as to human
help, solitary among the nations, encompassed with enemies who serve
and obey the kings of the earth, and weary oftentimes in a dry and
thirsty wilderness, yet defended and comforted by the Covenant-Name,
Jehovah, and, when the scene changes from the typical and historical
to the anti-typical, from that sacramental to the spiritual host of the
people of the Most High, there is no abrupt change, no dislocation in
the imagery. A unity of metaphor and similitude still obtains.
"Sinai becomes the sanctuary," Horeb gives place to Calvary; the
giving of the fiery law to its requirement in blood and tears at the
hands of the innocent Surety, that those wounded hands may invite
sinful souls, for whom He died, to the sanctuary of His merit and
mercy, and that those who were the captives of the Pharaoh of darkness and perdition may be brought to that one and only Refuge. He,
who undertook their cause, and on the hill of Golgotha, higher in glory
and dominion of grace than all the hills of worldly pride and power,
sealed His love to the flock in His most precious blood, " the blood of
the New Covenant," ascended on high to give gifts of grace-repentance
and the remission of sin-" even to the rebellious, that the Lord God
might dwell among them." (Compare the promise, so often renewed,
of the New Covenant, Jer. xxxi. 33, xxxii. 38; Acts v. 31; 2 Cor. vi.
16-18; Heb. viii.)
The words of this Pentecostal Psalm still sing in high militant strains
and with martial music, after the transfiguration of Sinai into Olivetthe hill of the Ascension, of peace and benediction (St.Luke xxiv. 50-54)
-of the warfare and conflict, of the meek victories and triumphs of the
New Testament Church, of which, though she is Shulamith, the daughter
of pea.ce, the Canticles also sing, or rather the voice of Jesus, the true
Joshua, the Captain of the Lord's host, says: "Thou art beautiful,
o my love, as TiIzah, comely as Jerusalem, terrible as an army with
banners" (Cant. vi. 4). Thus the promise of the Incarnation is
fulfilled: "Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for He hath visited and
redeemed His people, and hath raised up an horn of salvation for us
in the house of His servant David; as He spake by the mouth of His
holy prophets, which have been since the world began, that we should
be saved from our enemies, and from the hand of all that hate us, to
perform the mercy promised to our fathers, and to remember His holy
Covenant, the oath which He sware to our father Abraham, that He
would grant Wlto us, that we being delivered out of the hand of our
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enemies, might serve Him without fear, in holiness and righteousness
before Him, all the days of our life :" and the parallelism of Sinai and
Zion-a parallelism consistent with profound differences of administration-is complete between the typical and anti-typical in the great
Pentecostal Psalm.
Our Author then enters upon the true meaning of the word, " Law,"
which, he rightly says, means" to cast forth," interpreting it of the
casting forth of rain or dew. "The word' Law' intends to cast forth
rain and showers in moistening drops for watering and refreshing the
· earth. Hereupon, metaphorically, it signifies, ' to cast forth doctrine'
and instruction like dew or rain, which makes the soil of the ignorant
soul fruitful and flourishing in l.-nowledge and understanding, as the
earth is made fruitful by showers. So that, according to this last
signification (and that in the conjugation, Hiphil) it signifies to teach,
instruct, admonish. Hereupon it notes an instruction, doctrine,
direction, all which is notably done by a law."
The precise meaning of ·the Hebrew word is very fundamental to
our further enquiry. The derivation, attached to it in the Hiphil
conjugatioI, is rather understood by modern scholars (as represented
by Gesenius) of the casting forth of the hand, as a teacher will emphasize
· his instruction. It is true that it is also used for the levelling of the
bow and shooting of the arrow, but its intention of " Law" is by
modern preference derived from this harmless and natural action of
the teacher. The still gentler derivation from the dew might gain
some authority from the words of Moses, the law-giver, in his swan-like
song before his decease: "Give ear, 0 ye heavens, and I will speak;
(Deut. xxxii.) and hear, 0 earth, the words of my mouth. My doctrine
shall drop as the rain, my speech shall distil as the dew, as the small
rain upon the tender herb, and as the showers upon the grass: because
I will publish the name of the Lord; ascribe ye greatness unto OUI
God. He is the Rock, His work is perfect; for all His ways are
judgment·: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is He.
They have corrupted themselves, their spot is not the spot of His
children: they are a perverse and crooked generation. Do ye thus
requite the Lord, 0 foolish people and unwise 1 Is not He tby Father
that hath bought thee 1 Hath He not made thee and established
thee 1 "
At least this is evident, that in the word itself there is no severity,
no terror. This will explain why the word in the Psalms and the
Prophets (Ps. xix. 7; cxix, in many places; Is. ii. 3; viii. 13-16;
xlii. 4, etc.) and, it would seem, even in the New Testament (Rom.
iii. 27) Law is used for the whole Word of God, and the Word of grace
and life is comprehended and enfolded within it.
The equivalent in the Greek of the New Testament is also innocent,
by derivation, of all idea of judicial terror, meaning simply, "what is
established by right and custom." Thus in the Hebrew the word
rather seems to breathe a spirit of compassion and mercifulness, according again to the dying words of Moses, said and sung of that ancient
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typical p~ople: .. Remember the days of old, consider the years of
many generations; ask thy father and he will show thee; thy elders
and they will tell thee. When the Most High divided to the nations
their inheritance, when He separated the sons of Adam, He set' the
bounds of the people according to the number of the children of Israel;
for the Lord's portion is His people; J acob is the lot of His inheritance.
He found him in a desert land, aud in the waste howling wilderness ;
He led him about, He instructed him, He kept him as the apple of His
eye. As an eagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over her young,
spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth them on her wings ;
so the Lord alone did lead him, and there was no strange god with him.
He made him ride, on the high places of the earth, that he might eat
the increase of the fields; and He made him to suck honey out of the
rock and oil out of the flinty rock; butter of kine, and milk ofsheep,
with fat of lambs, and rams of the breed of Bashan, and goats, with the
fat of kidneys of wheat; and thou didst drink the pure blood of the
grape." What a Divine pathos, what an, infinite tenderness breathes
in those words of the Law-giver. There is no necessity to distinguish
more par,ticularly between the various uses of the word '; the force or
power of any principle or influence (Rom. vii. 23; viii. 2); the right
• rule, or dominion of any person; the manner or condition of any
thing or circumstance (2 Samuel vii. 19; I Chron. xvii. 17). It is
enough to confine and limit our thoughts to the law of Moses. ,
But here again, and even when limited to the law of Moses, the word
admits of, or rather compels and obliges, certain distinctions. Of
these let our devout Author speak: "The law of God WaS given, by
Moses, or to Moses, for Israel on Mount Sinai. The Lord came from
Sinai-' From His right hand went a fiery law for them' (Hebrew: 'a
law of fire ')-' Moses commanded us a law.' So, when God called
Moses up into the Mount, He said, 'I will give thee tables of stone,
and a law and commandments, which I have written, that thou mayest
teach them.' Hence it is called the law of Moses, because God used
him as a mediator i,n giving of it: 'Remember ye the law of Moses,
My servant, which I commanded unto him in Horeb for all Israel, the
statutes and judgments.' Now here it is diligently to be observed, that
the word (law), as used for God's law given to Moses for Israel on
Mount Sinai, may be taken, more largely, more strictly, and most
strictly. (I) More largely and generally, for the whole dispensation of
all sorts of, commandments-moral, ceremonial, and judicial-given
and promulgated on Mount Sinai, for all these three sorts of laws
were given from God to Moses, and by Moses to Israel; and all these
are sometimes intended and expressed under the word (law), as in that
noted preface prefixed to the repetition of the law: 'These are the
testimonies, and the statutes, and the judgments which Moses spake
unto the sons of Israel after they came forth out of Egypt.' God's law
is here divided into testimonies, viz., the moral law, testified by God
to Israel; statutes, viz., the ceremonial law; and judgments, viz.,
the judicial law ; and they are all comprised under that one word (law).
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(2) More strictly, and specially for the moral law, or Ten Command·
ments taken with the preface prefixed, and the promises interwoven
therein, as God spake them on Mount Sinai, out of the midst of the
fire, to Israel, and afterward wrote them and gave them to Moses. In
this sense God said to Moses, 'I will give thee tables of stone, and a
law, and commandments, which I have written.' Now God wrote
only the decalogue, or moral law. In this sense the law is used in
Malachi for the moral law, as contra·distinct from statutes. and
judgments. Notwithstanding the ceremonial laws may all be referred
to the first table; the judicial laws to the second table of the moral
law, as explications thereof to that people of Israel. The law in these
two senses· was given to Israel as a Covenant. (3) Most strictly, and
restrainedly, the word (law) is taken for the law abstracted from
Moses' administration of it, and considered as an abstracted rule of
righteollsness, holding forth life merely upon terms of perfect and
perpetual personal obedience, and denouncing death and the curse
upon everyone, and that without mercy, in case of the least contrary
failing. And in this sense the Apostle takes the word (law) in his
dispute about justification 'by faith, and not by the works of the
law,' opposing law to Gospel and to grace; works to faith, and
justification by works to justification by faith. As,' the Gospel was
preached to Abraham.' 'For as many as are of the works of the law,
are under the curse; for it is written, Cursed is everyone that contiimeth
not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them'
(Deut. xxvii. 26. It will be noticed that the words quoted by St. Paul
belong, directly, to Mount Ebal, and its foreshadowing of the day of
doom, when the eternal law shall be vindicated). 'But that no man
is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident; for, the just
shall live by faith.' 'And the law is not of faith; but, the mall that
doeth them shall live in them.' 'Christ hath redeemed us from the
curse of the law, being made a curse for us.' And to the like effect he
(St. Paul) elsewhere opposes the law of works, to the law of faith, and
being under the law to being under grace. 'Sin shall not have
dominion over you; for ye are not under the law, but under grace.'
In these and like passages, the word (law) is considered in this most
restrictive sense, as abstracted and separated from all other additionals
in the Mosaic administration of it. And in this strictest sense, the
law is, materially and for substance, the same with the Covenant of
works written in Adam's heart in innocency; which now can justify
none, because none can perfectly keep it; but which condemns all those
who remain in their state of condemnation in the first Adam, because
they, fallen in him, have not fled to Christ, the last Adam, for remedy,
whose perfect fulfilling of the law, embraced by faith, should have been
their life and righteousness. In this last sense, Luther (as I judge)
considered the law, as it stands in opposition to the Gospel, when in
the point of justification he speaks so detractingly of the law. Legal
justiciaries in the Apostle's times, looking at the law of Moses in this
last intention, sought to be justified by the works of the law, herein
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mistaking utterly God's way and end in giving the law by Moses;
for the law was not given in this sense by Moses at all, as after
will appear."
(To be continued.)

THE FIGHT OF FAITH.
Is it not compassionate of the Lord to let His children know that it is
no strange thing that is happening to them, when they find themselves
full of confusion and tumult! He Himself provides them with words
in which to describe their exercises-in such a complaint as that of
David, "My confusion is continually before me "-or that of Paul,
" 0 wretched man that I am." They read that it is in the beloved of
the Lord that there is the" company of two armies," and yet looking
round, see many who know not God, full of reasonings and disputings.
80 the desire is very deep and real that theirs may be indeed the good
fight of faith, that they may be of the number whose war is against
all that opposeth itself to Him. And God gives them strength (perhaps
unrecognized) to go on fighting, not uncertainly, though at times when
they get faint it seems so, with an enemy always at hand and watching.
" Every battle is with confused noise," but to the militant though weak
and disheartened inhabitants of Zion, the end is sure. " For confusion
they shall rejoice in their portion," says the Lord, who is Himself their
Portion. So he speaks peace to His people, and when peace is spoken
the present battle is over, and in confident thankfulness they rejoice
in the victory which God has given them. He has done it for His
own sake, because that on behalf of those whom He foreknew one
warfare is already accomplished. A battle has been fought for them
in which they took no part---" The Lord shall fight for you "-Jehovah
said, and pardoned their iniquity, and with faith given they can believe
that " Christ who conquered for them once, will in them conquer too,"
and" be of good cheer," not because they will overcome the world, but
because Jesus has already overcome it for them. But till they can
with sanctified lips say before a searching God, "He is our Peace,"
every conflict which they pass through is arranged by the Lord, the
Giver of Life, to teach them their absolute helplessness, insufficiency,
and unprofitableness, while He gives them so much of His lifting up
as will enable them to hope" that He that has delivered, and does,
will yet deliver, and each one helping his neighbour may encouragingly
smg:" He will rise up the prey to take,
His mighty arm He will make bare,
He will, for His own mercy's sake,
Bereave thee of thy guilty fear,
And hush the strife within thy breast;
But on Him wait till He gives rest."
FOLLOWER·ON.
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ScrmOtH3 nnll jIl,otCf' of Scrmon",
THE SOUL SAFE IN THE SPIRITUAL ARK.
SERMON PREACHED

THE I.ATE REV. WATTS WILKINSON;
APRIL 7th, 1840.

BY

" And the Lord shut him in."-GEN. vii. 16.
THE person here spoken of is Noah; and the place is the ark. In the
..preceding chapter we have a particular account of Noah. ,Ve are
told what sort and kind of man he was. He is there said to have been
" a just man"; he is said to have been" perfect"; it is said that he
"walked with God"; and then we are told that all this was of " grace"
-all of grace from beginning to end. He was "a just mau," a
righteous man, not by any "works of righteousness which he had
done,:' by which no man living upon earth ever was or ever can be
just or righteons in the sight of Gael. St. Paul informs us that his
righteousness was the righteousness of " faith"; it was the righteousness of Christ imputed to him, which Noa.h was enabled to receive
through faith, and to act upon and work by. And then he is said
to have been a " perfect" man; not a man that had attained sinless
perfection-for there never was such a man upon the face of the earth
since Adam sinned, there never was in this sense a " perfect" man,
excepting the Lord Jesus Christ Himself-but he was the" perfect"
man in that sense in which Job was said to be " a perfect and an
upright man, one that feared God and eschewed evil"; that is, a
man that proved his faith by his works, and clearly showed by the
tenor of his condnct (generally considered) that he had that faith
which is of the operation of the Spirit of God. A" perfect" man,
in that sense; a man who had that faith which the Holy Ghost
produces in the heart of every vessel of mercy, and whieh in such
persons" works by love," and" purifies the heart," and consequently
the life and conversation. And then he is said to have" walked with
God," as Enoch did; that is, he had sweet and near access to God,
and held holv intercourse and communion with Him. And then, all
this. we are t;,ld, was by grace: "Noah found graGe in the eyes of the
Lord"; it was all the .\York of grace in his heart-the resnIt of the
grace of J ehovah, who had in condescension and mercy, and agreeably
to His own will and purpose, set His heart upon this man, Noah, and
determined to make him an instrument in His. hand of advaneing His
glory-and determined all that he shonld do for advancing that
purpose, and among other things that he should build this ark for
the saving of himself and his family. He directed Noah how to make
the ark, and gave him the dimensions of it; and then He bade him
enter into it with his family; and then we are told-" The Lord shut
him in." It is a very sweet and endearing portion of Scripture (ane!
we trust there lire those present who can enter feelingly and
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experimentally and spiritually into the subject). "The Lord shut
him in," to show how secure he was; for who can open that door
which the Lord is pleased to shut 1 "The Lord shut him in."
/ But we have some further account of this remarkable man. St.
Peter tells us that he was" a preacher of righteousness"; implying,
that'while he built the ark he was constantly reproving a wicked and
ungodly and contemptuous world. It took, if I mistake not, a hundred
and twenty years to build it, and they were all this time probably
deriding him; but he continued" a preacher of righteousness." And
the very occnpation of Noah and his family was an admonition to
the world to escape from that destruction that was about to come in ;
and at the same time pointed to that refuge of which the ark was
typical, showing this ,ungodly world where to obt-ain mercy and refuge
in time. St. Paul tells us that hereby Noah "condemned the world" ;
that is, he showed how just and righteous was the condemning sentence
of the gI'eat Jehovah. He justified God in that remarkable act of
His wrath and severity. The Lord swept away, yon recollect, the
whole of the inhabitants of the world then existing-swept them all
away by a mighty flood-the family of Noah only excepted; and
while Noah was thns working and thus preaching, he " condemned
the world," clearly showing that the sentence upon them was jnst,
and that Jehovah was in every point of view justified and clear. And
at the same time he "became heir of the righteousness which is by
faith"; that is, he hereby, acting under and agreeably to the instructions that had been given to him, manifested himself to be a vessel of
Covenant mercy, and interested in that 'righteousness which Jehovah
had engaged to become incarnate to accomplish. For beyond a donbt
-(we 'cannot conceive otherwise)-this man, Noah, was looking to
Christ and living upon Him all the time; and when he entered into
the ark, no doubt he realized his own security in Him as the spiritual
ark, in whom he should ride out and ride through all the manifestations
of Jehovah's just and righteous displeasure at that time and for ever.
" The Lord shut him in."
Now we may observe, in the first place, that there is another deluge
prepared for this ungodly world. Not a deluge of water-for God has
given His express promise, and has sworn, that He never will destroy
the earth again by a flood of water; but there is a deluge of fire
and brimstone, prepared for this un'godly world which we are now
inhabiting-of fire and brimstone, which are at this very moment
existing in its bowels, as is so clearly manifested b'y the volcanoes
and burning mountains which exist in different parts of the earth.
God is preparing a fearful storm: not through opening the windows
of heaven, but by breaking up (as it were) the bars of the earth, and
pouring forth a dreadful deluge of fire and brimstone, whereby the
earth and all that is therein shall be burned up. There is such a day
coming. And as it is manifest that sin was the occasion of the first
destruction-(for God destroyed the world because of its sin, there was
only this one just and righteous man upon the face of the earth, and
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it was on account of sin that that deluge camel-so it will be on account
of sin when He destroys it a second time. Now you and I-(every
one of us surely is ready to acl--nowledge this)-are sinners by nature,
and sinners (oh, how awfully so !) by practice in a state of unregeneracy,
and even since we have reason to hope that the Lord looked upon us
in compassion, and brought US to put our trust in the Redeemer and
commit our souls to Him, how often have we departed from Him for
a season, and transgressed against Him! And therefore we need a
refuge, we need a hiding-plaee, we need an ark in whieh to gather
and to be concealed, when the day of the wrath of Almighty God
shall come.
We trust we are speaking to those (we may suppose that many,
if not the greater part of those present, would not otherwise have been
here this day) who are convinced of this. You have felt-" I. am a
sinner, and I deserve to perish; a day of trial and of future and eternal
vengeance and destruction is awaiting sinners in the world to come;
oh! how, in what way or manner, am I to escape this wrath ~ It is
coming; and in what way soever it comes, it will be 'wrath to come'
to all eternity." Now Solomon has a very sweet expression, and it is
this: "His children shall have a place of refuge." And that, you will
perceive, is very beautifully typified by the ark of Noah. We have
several representations of it. "A place of refuge!" God will never
leave anyone of you without a shelter and a home, if you really belong
to Him; but you shall have on every occasion " a place of refuge."
This, we say, is beautifully typified by the ark of Noah. It sets forth
that "place of refuge," that place of security, that hiding-place
ordained in the days of old, of which Jehovah Himself was the contriver,
and which is large enough and extensive enough to receive the whole
of the innumerable number of the vessels of J ehovah's everlasting
love and Covenant mercy, and would be were they more numerous
than they are, and even (if it were possible in accordance with the will
of God) were the whole race of Adam comprised in this blessed number
of the objects of His sovereign grace; for who can fix any bound to
that which is infinite!
This is an Ark, which is derided and scoffed at by an innumerable
number of the inhabitants of the earth, and of this favoured and
Christian land; it is despised and scoffed at, at this very day. And
it is an Ark, a place of refuge and security, which no human being
whatever, such is the awful depravity of man-no human being whatever will turn into except he be powerfully constrained to do so by the
influence that comes from above. You recollect how the Lord treated
Lot, when he was in Sodom. Dreadful as the iniquity of the place
was, and awful as were the judgments that were coming upon it, yet
Lot was so attached to the place that he lingered, and was altogether
unwilling to go out. And how did the Lord treat him ~ He was a
vessel of mercy, and He "could not do anything." He could not
destroy the city till this favourite of His, this vessel of mercy, was
secured. And He took him by the hand, and "being merciful unto
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him," led him out; not by force alone, but sweetly working upon his
mind, so that he became willing to go to a place of refuge and safety.
And no one ever turns into this true Refuge, this true and spiritual
Ark, typified by the ark of Noah, till the Lord is pleased to "be
merciful unto him," and take him by the hand, and-not, as the
enemies of God's Gospel represent, force him, whether he will or nobut sweetly constrain him by an influence upon his miud, that he shall
become as willing to enter into the Ark, as he was before willing to
remain without. And this is an Ark in which whoever enters shall
be eternally secure. The" Lord shut him in." Every word of this
brief text, we may say, is deeply and unspeakably interesting to those
who have fled to Jesus for refuge; and if you carry away the text and
meditate upon it, and p~aythe Lord to open it to you and to enable you
to feed upon it, it will prove sweet and precious, and for nourishment
to your souls. Everyone that enters will be secure; "the Lord"
will" shut him in."
Now if any say, And what is this Ark, typified by the ark of Noah?
you are ready to answer, It is Jesus; it is no other than the Lamb of
God-He whose "Name is as ointment poured forth" to everyone
that has had experience of His Grace. Yes, it is Jesus; that Divine
Jesus, who in His Divine nature undertook in eternity past to " bear
the sins of many "-the sins of all who shall eventually be found
secure in this spiritual Ark. He bore them away for ever; so that
there shall be no drop of the wra th of God remaining for them. Oh,
blessed be the Lord for such a refuge as this!
As we have just said, the words of the text are very brief; but if
you have come here to-day for some morsel of the bread of life, something whereby you may be fed and. refreshed and nourished till you
have another spiritual feast, may the Lord make these few words to
be as manna from heaven to your 80uls-" The Lord shut him in."
Now there are two important periods at which we may conceive
these words to be fulfilled.
There is a sense in which the Lord shuts His people in Christ, when
they first flee to Him for refuge, and" lay hold on the hope set before
them." If you have really fled to Him in spirit and in truth, and are
in reality what you profess to be, why, then the Lord at that time
when you first fled to Him, "shut you in." He thereby and by the
work of the Spirit upon you made it manifest that you were His. He
"shut you in" by His "exceeding great and precious promises,"
respecting the security and salvation of those who truly flee to Jesus.
His promises are numerous-numerous to this effect; and they are
everyone of them as firm and steadfast as His own eternal throne.
Such promises as these: "God so loved the world, that He gave His
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish,
but have everlasting life." So it is repeated in the same chapter,
lmder the emblem of the brazen serpent; it is to the same purpose" that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have eternal
life." And so it is said, that" in Him all that believe are justified
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from all things, froqi which we could not be justified by the law of
Moses." A man is" justified from all things"; he is just and l~ghteous
il). the sight of God; no condemnation can possibly fall upon him. The
curse of God cannot come. And" there is even now no condemnation
to them that are in Christ Jesus." Now in this sense, when a sinner
flees to Jesus, "the Lord shuts him in." But we would stop far short,
we apprehend, of the full reality itnd sweetness of the passage, if we
did not look further, and consider from whence all this proceeds, and
how it came to pass that you or I did enter in, and to what we are to
trace it. And how far are you to look back? Why, you are to look
back to the Covenant purpose and plan of the great J ehovah. When
the eternal Three met in covenant, and planned the great and glorious
scheme of redemption-when the eternal Father gave to Christ every
vessel of mercy, and Christ engaged to bear their iniquities, and the
Holy Spirit undertook to apply salvation to their hearts-n,t that time
they were virtually put into Christ, and the Lord Himself confirmed
them there by His eternal decree, and" shut them in "; "shut them
in," at that time, so that no powers whatever, of earth or of hell united
together, shall ever pluck one of them out, or cause one of these
eventually to perish. Now, see how beautifully St. Paul reasons these
points, or exhibits them both, in one striking and interesting passage,
which must be very familiar to you; (but you did not come here to
hear anything that isnew) the Word of God, which we preach, is no
new thing.
Observe, his language is this: "Wherein God, willing more abtmdantly to show unto the heirs of promise the immutability of His counsel,
confirmed it by an oath; that by two immutable things, in which it
was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation,
who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us." He
shows it, observe, to "the heirs of promise "-the vessels of mercy.
And who are these? Why, St. Paul was a vessel of mercy. And
how does he describe himself? Says he, " I am an apostle, in the hope
of eternal Jife, which God that cannot lie promised before the world
began." There he is looking back, you, see, to the very ~int, if we
may so express ourselves, with respect to time-the very period to
which the apostle refers; "Eternal life, which God that cannot lie
promised before the world began." But how could he promise it
" before the world began" to an innumerable number of the fallen
sons and daughters of Adam, who were not at that time in existence?
-nay, before ',the world was created, before "the mountains were
brought forth or the earth was formed"? How could He promise it to
them then? Why, He promised it to them. in Christ, their spiritual
Head and Refuge; He promised to them in Him, that He would give
them eternal life. And then observe-(oh! -the great Jehovah
condescends here, as it were, to us ; may we not admire, admire to
the uttermost-and we should admire much niore than we do if we had
hearts to understand---the sweetness of the grace of God ?)-knowing
how our hearts are unbelieving, and how much He appears our enemy,
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He seems anxious to state this so strongly that every humble disciple
may take encouragement. He" confirmed it by an oath"; and
for what design l-why, on purpose" that by two immutable things,
in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong
consolation." Not-that we might have doubts, and be continually
walking with trembling slips and fearful hearts; not so; and not
merely-that we might have comfort, and that we might have consolation, but that we might have a "strong consolation." Oh! we may
say, how far are we apt to live below what God has intended to give,
and has given to His people in His Word! But for whom does He
design this" strong consolation" 1 Why, for us " who have· fled for
refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us " ; us who have betaken
ourselves to the spiritual Ark-who have entered into it, like Noah,
there to ride out every storm and just manifestation of Jehovah's wrath
and indignation. "That we might have a strong consolation, who
have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us." Oh!
it is a plain and easy representation. And we doubt not that many
that are here have" fled for refuge "-and that thousands of times(oh! how often have some that are here !)-" fled for refuge to lay
hold" on Jesus. Now here is a convincing proof that God has revealed
His own purpose to you; that He not only did "shut you in," in a
way of manifestation, when you were led to believe in Jesus and to
flee to Jesus, but that He shut you in in eternity past. We have no
doubt that we are speaking to many who have already believed through
grace and have got far on in their pilgrimage, but are subjected to
many doubts and trembling apprehensions from time to time. Now
such may from this view of the subject be encouraged; because they
may say-" I can look back to my first feeling and abiding apprehension
of religion, and then I attempted many years ago to look to Jesus
and to rest my soul upon Him, encouraged by the various emblems
given in Scripture of this important act; and I have been looking to
Him ever since, and resting my soul upon Him; and therefore I have
hereby a gracious token, and a clear manifestation of Jehovah's
acceptance of me, not only at this time, but before the foundation of
the world-of His everlasting love to me from eternity past. Has
He not said-has not Jesus declared-" No man can come to Me,
except the Father which hath sent Me draw him 1" Oh! how we
overlook plain Scripture, which so clearly tends to our support in a
spiritual point of view i-for we are not only exposed to trials without,
but (if we are the children of God) to innumerable trials withintemptations and troubles from the prince of darkness. But yet, "I
have fled to Jesus several times," you may say," and this I could never
have done once unless the Father Himself drew me." And what does
He say again 1 Why, He says, " All that the Father hath given to Me
(given to Me in Covenant, shut in the ark in Covenant) shall come to
Me." And what does He say again 1 Why, we have line upon line,
encouragement upon encouragement: "This is the Father's will,
which hath sent Me, that of all which He hath given Me I should

•

606

The Gospel Magazine.

lose nothing, but should rais.e it up again at the last day." How firm
and steadfast! Who shall disappoint His purpose 1 Who shall
contradict His will! Who shall say, It shall not be as God has
appointed! No; He has Himself distinctly declared, "My counsel
shall stand"; formed in eternity respecting the vessels of My everlasting love and affection, to be redeemed in time and brought
eventually to glory, "My counsel shall stand, and I will do all My
pleasure." So that you may clearly enter into that part of our subject,
or that expression respecting Noah, that all that he knew and did and
experienced was of "grace." The whole plan respecting Noah, in a
temporal as well as a spiritual sense, was formed in the covenant and
councils of the eternal Three before the foundation of the world; and
it was all of grace. And if you see any ground to conclude that you
have been shut into the spiritual Ark, it is all of grace. There is no
sinner in a state of salvation now, that is not in that state by grace;
and there will not be one sinner at last that will not be found to be
saved by grace. I shall never forget the way in which a brotber
minister once spoke to me, in a near view, a very near view of death
and eternity; he was one who had very clear and decided views of the
doctrines of grace, though he had been in long distress and darkness.
He was in the near prospect and apprehension of death; and when
I came into the room, the moment I entered he said, ,vithout any
address, " It is all of grace, all of grace, from beginning to end." And
you will find that this realizing view, under the light of the eternal
Spirit, drawing your hearts, will tend to exactly the contrary of what
the world say of it; it will not make you careless and licentious, it will
not tend to make you indifferent about the law and commandinents
of God; it will tend to make you say and feel-" Oh! what can I
render unto the Lord for all His benefits towards me! for when I was
a stranger and an outcast, and had nothing to reco=end me to His
favour, then He had mercy upon me; and had not His favour been
unchangeable, I should long since have sinned myself out of it, and
departed far away from Him." And if you can see this already, oh!
what will it be when you shall shortly enter on tbe full possession and
enjoyment of all that He has prepared for you! What will be your
feelings, when you shall then take up the language of the Israelites
with respect to the earthly Canaan-" We gat not this land in possession
by our own sword, neither did our own arm favour us; but Thy right
hand and Thine arm and the light of Thy countenance, because Thou
hadst a favour unto us" i-because we were interested in Thy rich
grace, that grace which.Noah found with God! "Thou hadst a favour
unto me." It is all of grace. But then we may observe another
thing: that the subject surely speaks great encouragement to those
who are beginning to think about their souls and about an everlasting
salvation. Oh! we say, here is great encouragement to such. You
have other encouraging passages; but how gracious and encouraging
is the passage, and is the subject, which we have been attempting to
state to you! There is great encouragement in the cities of refuge,
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as well as in Noah's ark, when we consider that they are both of them
striking emblems of Christ, and sweet emblems of the security of a
sinner fleeing unto Him. But with respect to the cities of refuge, they
were refuges only for the innocent and not for the guilty. If a man
had killed another by design, and not unawares or unwittingly, he
might flee to the refuge, but he would find no security there; the
avenger of blood might follow him there and slay him there; it was
only for those who killed a person without design. God has such an
abhorrence of murder, that though he suffered the innocent person
that had slain his brother unawares to flee thither, it was only for
those who had caused death innocently; and even these must remain
there until the death of the High Priest-an emblem of Jesus the great
High Priest and Deliverer. And so with regard to the ark of Noah,
observe, it was for none but the' family of Noah. But the true and
spiritual Antitype exceeds both the types; and here is a great excess
indeed. Noah's ark was designed only for Noah's family; the cities
of refuge were intended only for the innocent; but the precious Ark
Christ Jesus is an open ark, designed for all upon the face of the earth,
who are convinced of their sin and are willing to flee to Him, however
vile they are, although the chiefest of the sinners now in the presence
of the great Jehovah. Fleeing to Him with a broken and penitent
heart, we are authorized to say to such, " Look tmto Jesus, and be ye
saved." He is open to receive all, whoever they are, that put their
trust and their confidence in Him.
There were none that escaped who were out of the ark, when the
flood came; and there will be none escape who are found to be out
of Christ in the last great and solemn day, when" the heavens"
(it is said) " shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall
melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein
shall be burned up." All who are out of Christ, then, will perish;
and all who are in Christ, will ride out the storm in safety. And then,
remember, there will not be found one in Christ that was not led by
the great Jehovah on earth to flee to Jesus-to feel his sin and misery,
and flee to this Refuge, and in Him be secure. So that if you are not
doing this, you have no "good hope" of escape from the wrath to
come. And the moment you are arrested by death, yom state will be
fixed for eternity. There will be no alteration (it is not possible)
after death. "In the place where the tree falleth, there it shall lie."
If death comes to you-we will not say, despising Jesus and deriding
those who are attempting to set Him forth (as those did to whom Noah
spoke)-we will not say fighting against Him-but if death comes
to you neglecting Him, contented with a mere outside show and
appearance of fleeing to Him and of having faith in Him, you will be
found without a refuge in that great and awful day. Oh! we talk of
it, and we read of it, and we conceive it to be a great distance off; but
we shall everyone of us see it; we shall every one of us see the Friend
of sinners, the Judge of all; and we shall stand at His bar, and receive
a righteous sentence from His lips. It will be a great and solemn
thing.
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And there is one truth more we may set before you: that multitudes,
there is no d'oubt, helped Noah build the ark, who themselves perished
at last. . Now is not here a word of instruction and caution? We
live in a time of great exertion for the kingdom and cause of Christfor building (as it wcre) Christ, the spiritual Ark. We have Societies
you know of a very extensive nature-Bible Societies and Missionary
Societies; and a great number of persons lend a helping hand to the
support of those Societies, and to the accomplishment of their great
and benevolent purpose of setting forth the spiritual Ark. But of
all these numbers who lend their assistance, can we suppose that every
one is a true and spiritual believer? Are not many such like unto
those antediluvians who helped Noah build the ark, but never entered
in? Oh! what a bitter reflection will those have to make hereafter,
who are found out of the ark, when they have to think-" I, when on
earth, helped to build this spiritual Ark, I gave my time as well as
portions of my property for this purpose, and now I find no place of
security and no plaee of refuge for myself." We say, this is a solemn
thought. May God grant that every individual-if it be His pleasure
and agreeable to His everlasting Covenant and purpose, every individual
now within these walls-may be found at last in the Spiritual Ark,
secure, riding out the storm, and may be admitted by the Judge of all
to His presence and His kingdom, where they shall he so " shut in "
by the purpose and decree of the great Jehovah, that they shall never,
never depart. Of those that enter there it is said, "They shall go
no more out" ; they" see His face," and" serve Him day and night
in His temple," without any intermission or weariness throughout
eternity.
YOUR JOY.
HAVE you ever thought, dear reader, of the passage in St. John xvi. 22,
" Your joy no man taketh from you," as heing the personal Christ?
. It is a sweet suggestion. " I will see you again, and your heart shall
.rejoice." Why? Because I see you again, and your joy that is My
presence, Myself, no man taketh from you.
" Once in Him, in Him for cver :
Bound by everlasting bands."
It is not dependent on human will-this jOY--Qr on temporal circumstances. It is the fulness of Him who filleth all in all. More and more
as we advance on the Zionward way we are hrought to see that Christ
is our all, and that the light of His countenance is our hlessedness.
" Make Thy face to shine upon Thy servant," is our constant prayer,
for" in the light of the King's countenance is life." The keynote of
St. Paul's teaching is Christ Himself, "the revelation of Jesus Christ,"
liberty in Christ, justification in Christ, blessed, quickened, raised,
glorified, made nigh, named in Christ; yea, "to live is Christ." It
is painful to the believer in many places, amongst professedly Christian
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people, to hear of the creature qoing 80 much,. of organizations and
efforts, but so little of Himself. He is often lost to view in the very
paraphernalia which is erected to exalt Him. " Why weepest thou 1 "
dear child of God. Thy reply may well be like Mary's: "Because
they have taken away my Lord."
.
What an unspeakable privilege when the Holy Ghost reveals Him
as a personal Saviour, Friend, Advocate, Guide-as All, and graciously
makes us hunger and thirst after Him. Theories, systems, dogmas, all
vague and varied, but He Himself, the unchanging One, stands
amidst the turmoil, visible to His loved and loving ones, saying, "It
is I-It is I-your joy; and no man, no power, taketh Me from you."
The late beloved Francis Ridley Havergal wrote, "It is not I know
wlw.t I have believed, but I know Whom I have believed,"-a personal
living Saviour.
Amongst all the many sweet emblems of the close union of Christ
with His people none appeals to the human understanding and spiritual
insight more clearly than the head and the body. The body pulsates,
moves, is quiescent, or restless, or active, as the head directs. Severed
from the head it is lifeless. See in this Christ, the Head, and His body,
the whole company of believers. What close life-bound union! Oh!
condescension in Him to represent Himself in such a way as to indicate
that we are indispensable to Him, His need of us "that drew Him
from above."
.
There is also the precious reflection that the smallest, feeblest member
of the body is necessary. The body of Christ must be a complete
Body, not lacking anything. He cannot spare the meanest part, or He
.would have an imperfect body. So, dear trembling child of God, thou
art necessary to Him; He needs thee, and thY'life in Him is essential
to His happiness. "My joy" and" your joy" are inseparable. His
life was laid down that thine might be assUred, and thus blended that
one life, one body, one joy, characterizes Christ and His people; and
one glory also, "The glor)' which Thou gavest me I have given them,
that they may be one, even as we are one, I in them and Thou in Me,
that they may be made perfect in one." It is a wonderful thought,
"I in them and Thou in Me." Thus the Holy Spirit reveals the
secret of power, of safety, and of glory.
The pathway may be, yea, will be, to present sight, dark and
difficult, but thy," life is hid with Christ in God," dear fellow-believer,
beyond the reach of harm, and ;He will bring thee through all. with
songs of deliverance.
" I live because He lives:
The Christ can never die."
After the dark the dawn. The night and the day form the complete
day. We read in the story of the creation of the world the words
reiterated each day: "And the evening and the morning were the
day." The Jews, I believe, always reckoned their days to commence
at six o'clock in the evening, and not at midnight as we do. And
herein lies a sweet parable {or the believer's comfort. The evening
39
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first-the darkness and gloom-the everlasting light of day afterwards
for "There shall be no night there."
" 'Tis first the night-stern night of storm and war,
Long night of heavy clouds and veiled skies;
Then the far sparkle of the morning star
That bids the saints awake and dawn arise."
The morning star-" I, Jesus . . . am . . . the bright and morning
star." And then, then, dear reader, His joy will remain in you, and
your joy shall be full.
Joy-the Person of Jesus-He uses every pleasant object and feeling
to mirror Himself, for He is "altogether lovely." "Weeping may
endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning." Joy cometh.
Jesus cometh. Weeping all over for ever, for He Himself shall wipe
away all tears. "Your heart shall rejoice and your joy no man taketh
from you."
NETIIE.
THE PORTRAIT.-REV. STEPHEN CHARNOCK, RD.
A FEW years since a Portrait of this eminent Nonconformist divine,
with a brief sketch of his life, appeared in our pages. The Portrait was
a reproduction of one published in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE in the year
1780. When recently turning over the leaves of the Rev. Erasmus
Middleton's Biographia Evangelica, however, we came across a very
superior likeness of CHARNOCK, together with an interesting memoir
from the pen of the Editor of our Magazine, printed in 1784, which
we now give our readers. We need not repeat here in what estimation
we hold CHARNOCK'S incomparable writings. Alas, that in these days
of superficial religious thought they are but little known among
Christian readers.
STEPHEN CHARNOCK, B.D.
STEPHEN CHARNOCK, one of the greatest men in the Church of Christ,
with respect to his depth, clearness, and accuracy in true divinity,
was born in the year 1628. He was the author of those unparalleled
discourses on the existence, attributes, and providence of God, with a
conrse of excellent sermons on regeneration. On these subjects, they
have no equal in our language; and it is striking evidence of the
depraved and frivolous taste of the present age, that these admirable
volumes are .almost universally neglected. It is the honour of some
few of our divines to know the worth of them, and to study them with
attention and delight. The best account we can give of this great
divine must be taken from Dr. Calamy and Mr. CHARNOCK'S funeral
sermon, prellched by Mr. J ohnson.
Dr. Calamy, in the second volume of his account of ejected ministers,
page 57, speaks thus: "Mr. STEPHEN CHARNOCK, B.D. first of Emanuel
College, in Cambridge, and afterwards fellow of New College, in Oxford.
He was senior proctor of the university in 1652, and managed that
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office with great honour and reputation; and was much applauded
for his exercises at the act. From thence he went into Ireland, where
he lived in the family of Henry Cromwell, and that with abundant
respect, at which time he used to preach on Lord's days, in the afternoon,
in the city of Dublin, and had all the gentry and persons of quality in
the city for his auditors. This continued till King Charles's restoration,
a little after which he returned to England, and spent fifteen years in
and about London, following his studies without any fixed settled
employment, taking now and then a turn beyond the seas into France
or Holland. At length he became pastor of a congregation in London,
and was much admired as a preacher by the more judicious part of
mankind; but not popular nor much followed, because of his disadvantageous way of reading with the help of a glass. He was a very
considerable scholar, and an eminent divine. His natural parts were
excellent, for he had a strong reason, a great judgment, and a curious
fancy (which rarely meet) joined together. His improvements by
diligence and industry were unusual. There was no part of learning
of any moment whieh he had not an insight into. And his love was
as large as his lmowledge, for his benevolence was universal, and his
love took in whatsoever person or thing had anything lovely in it.
"He published nothing while he lived, but a sermon of 'The sinfulness
and cure of thoughts, in the supplement to the morning exercise at
Cripplegate.' But various things of his were printed after his death,
in two volumes in folio, which are valued by all that are judges of good
sense or divinity. They are indeed no other than his ordinary performances, his usual sermons in his common course; and they were
transcribed from his notes, and cannot therefore but want that perfection and beauty they would have had if he had himself sent them to
the press. And yet (to speak modestly) they are not equalled by many,
but exceeded by few if any. His preaching was mostly practical, yet
rational and argumentative, to his hearers' understandings as well as
affections; and where controversies came in his way, he showed great
acuteness and judgment in discussing and determining them, and np
less skill in applying them to practice. There is besides the two folios
an octavo published by the same persons, containing some of his
sermons on our natural enmity against God, and the sinner's salvation,
which are of a piece with the others. He died at London, July the
27th, 1680, aged fifty-two.
" His funeral sermon was preached by Mr. John J ohnson, who had
been his fellow collegiate at Cambridge, in 1644, when Mr. CHARNOCK
was only sixteen years of age." In Dr. Calamy's continuation, vol. iii.;
page 81, he gives this further account of our Author. "Mr. J ohnson's
funeral sermon for him was on Matt. xiii. 43. He (who had been
acquainted with him thirty-six years) gave him an excellent character,
and among other things said that he never knew a man in all his life
that had attained near unto that skill that Mr. CHARNOCK had in the
originals of the Old and New Testament, except Mr. Thomas Cawt<)ll.
His library was burnt in the fire of London. It was only in his latter
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years, when his memory began to fail him, that he penned and read
his sermons verbatim. But iu his younger days he used no notes in
the pulpit."
. In the preface to his funeral sermon Mr. J ohnson writes thus: "He
was, as to manners and deportment, venerable and grave, like an aged
person from his youth. Then well trained up, and learned in all the
wisdom, couched under foreign languages. In his skill in both the
originals of Sacred Writ, the wisdom taught by the holy languages,
was he instructed, and so augmented and grew ripe as in years. He
was the rational house of God, Christ's spiritual building, the temple
of the Holy Ghost, framed and made up of orthodox doctrines and
good works. A person really transformed into the very image of
God himself. Always serving the only true and living God, as becomes
such a God. All the work wherein he employed and exercised himself
with diligence, skill, and constancy, was love to God and souls. His
life he examined and squared until it was exact according to the rule
of God's Word. His gravity not with affectation in the least. His
very silence was more efficacious many times thau his own, oftentimes
than the speech of others. But all his ministerial service always such
as brought down fire from heaven upon the spiritual sacrifices. The
doctrines he ~et before his hearers for food and physic were most divine,
whom he never directed into any way of truth wherein he had not
walked before them. Christ's most fruitful vine overspread the walls
of his auditory, well ,hung with lovely clusters, and flourishing with
pleasant fruit of all the salutary doctrines of the Gospel, whence
ministers and others carried home baskets full to rejoice the hearts of
new born babes, which they were to bring up for Christ. Herein lay
his eminency. He had resigned all into the hands of his Lord and
Saviour, who had received him, viz., bis estate, reputation, health, life,
and whatever might be for his comfortable being here, even his learning
and learned discourses, enjoying thus much of all these things, that he
overlooked them, and had wherewith he might make it appear how
much he esteemed Christ before them.
"In all his sermons, prayers, conversation, Gospel light appeared. to
each that had anything of the spirit of discerning; and love did abound
more and more in knowledge, in all judgment and experience. How
would he deeply search into, and prove things that differ, and allow
only what he found pure and excellent, whereby he might make himself,
and others, sincere, without offence, and to be filled with the fruits of
righteousness. For this I had him in my heart, at my first acquaintance
with him in Cambridge, thirty-six years since, 1644. I found him one
that, Josiah-like, had turned to the Lord with all his heart, all his soul,
and all his might, and none like him, which did more endear him to me.
How had he hid the Word of God in a fertile soil, a good and honest
heart, which made him flee youthful lusts, and antidoted him against
the infection of youthful vanities. His study w,,<s his recreation. The
law of God all his delight. Had he it not, think ye, engraven on his
heart 1 He was as choice, circumspect, and prudent in his election
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of society, as of books to converse with; all his delight being in such
as excelled in the Divine art of directing, furthering, and quickening
him in the way to heaven, the love of Christ and souls. Most choice
he was of the ministers that he would hear. What he learnt from
books, converse, or sermons, he prayed over till he was delivered into
the form of it, and had' Christ's grace and spirit formed in him. True,
he had been in darkness, and then full of doubtings, fears, and
grievously pestered with temptation. It is in the night the serpent
crawls forth. Alas, he was to be trained up, as he might counsel and
comfort others; but God vouchsafed to dart such rays into his heart,
as gave the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of
the person of Jesus Christ. So was he made light in the world, and,
believing on Christ and God in him, filled with inward peace and
comfort. He was a sound believer, and oft said he esteemed his own
righteousness as none at all, nor would he be found in it; it was
impure, imperfect, defiled. All his desire was to be found in Christ,
and arrayed with the fine linen, clean and shining, the righteousness
of the saints.
" One excellency of this eminent divine lay in his knowledge, belief of,
and the soundness of his judgment to clear unto the understanding of
others, fundamental truths, viz., concerning the first Covenant, the
apostasy and defection of our first parents, by which term the fathers,
in the primitive times, judiciously delighted to delineate the fall of
Adam and ours in him. The first promise concerning Christ, the seed
of the woman, and that before the judiciary sentence past; the
Covenant of redemption; the new Covenant of grace; which filled up
the greatest room in his head, heart, meditations, prayers and
discourses, the nature of original sin, want of original righteousness,
corruption of nature, impossibility of being justified by the law, by
works, justification by Christ, by faith in Him, the sufferings of Christ,
regeneration, etc., and the love of God in all. How oft have we found
him magnifying and adoring the mercy, love, and goodness of God,
the freeness and the riches of His grace, in giving the ])romise before
the sentence, giving Christ, righteousness, and faith in Him? O! said
he oft to this effect, the grace of God! the freeness, and exceeding
riches of His grace, who is rich in mercy for His great love, wherewith
He hath loved us! He was pleased to make us vessels of grace and
mercy, when He might have made us vessels of \vrath! That ever the
Lord should have thoughts of mercy on such sinful creatures, such
vile wretches, worse than worms or toads i-they have poison in them,
but no enmity against God. 0 that God should give His Christ for us,
to us, and faith in Christ! both work it and preserve it in us. Yea,
he was one that lived by faith, and he is gone to receive the end of it,
the salvation of his soul. He was no Solifidian (i.e., one who is for
faith alone without works, or one who pleads for a dead faith), but being
sanctified in part, truly righteous.
"Having infused habits of grace and righteousness in him, light and
love, faith and hope, inclining him to walk in new obedience, and
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worthy of the Lord, unto all pleasing. Knowledge, without which
the heart is not good. He knew the grace of God in truth, and, through
grace, had treasured up a large stock of saving, solid, practical,
experimental knowledge, which furnished him with great abilities,
not only to convince gainsayers, which crept in as new lights, of their
broaching old errors; but to give knowledge and discretion to weaker
Christians, and to illuminate and instruct the righteous. Many able
ministers loved to sit at his feet, for they received by one sermon of his
those instructions which they could not get by many books or sermons
of others. His heat and zeal for the honour of God, and the good of
souls, was proportioned to his light; he was as much a burning as "
shining light.
"In Southwark, where seven or eight, in that little time Providence
continued him there, owned their conversion under God to his ministry,
and wear the seals and letters testimonial thereof. Then in the
university of Oxford and adjacent parts. After in Dublin, where it
might be said of his, as it was of the. Lord's preaching in the land of
Zabulon, 'the people which sat in darkness saw great light, and to them
which sat in the region of the shadow of death light sprang up.' And
lastly, in this great city, where his sphere, being not spacious enough
for so great a light, was enlarged. Here he intended to have given
forth a complete body of divinity; but alas! after he had demonstrated
the being and existence of God, his sun set before he had gone over all
His transcendent excellencies and I?erfections. The last subject he
treated on and finished was the patience of God. He was looking what
to say next of the mercy, grace, and goodness of God, which he is gone
to see and to admire; for he found that which he most looked and
longed for, the mercy of our Lord Jesus unto eternal life in heaven,
where he shines now. Indeed, all the while he was upon the attributes
of God, he moved with that extraordinary strength and celerity, it
was an argument of his near approach unto his centre, his everlasting
rest; and if it be true, as some say, that the soul doth prominere in
morte, his words were too true predictions, and from his soul, when he
said, 'That concerning Divine patience would be his last sermon,
which the Lord grant might prove salvation to all that heard him! ' "
To this character, given by his old friend and colleague, may be
subjoined another by the editors ef some of his posthumous pieces,
Mr. Richard Adams and Mr. Edward Veal, who appear to have been
well acquainted with Mr. CHARNOCK.
"He was (say they) a person of excellent parts, strong reason, great.
judgment, and (which do not often go together) curious fancy, of high
improvements, and general learning, as having been all his days a most
diligent and methodical student, and a great redeemer of time, rescuing
not only his restless hours in the night, but his very walking time in
the streets from those impertinences and fruitless vanities which do
so customarily fill up men's minds, and steal away their hearts from
those better and more noble objects, which do so justly challenge their
greatest regards. This he did by not only carefully watching (as every
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good Christian should do) but constantly writing down his thoughts,
whereby he both governed them better, and furnished himself with
many materials for his most elaborate discourses. His chief talent
was his preaching gift, in which, to speak modestly, he had few equals.
To this therefore, as that for which his Lord and Master had best fitted
him (neglecting the practice of physic, in which he had arrived at a
considerable measure of knowledge) he did especially addict himself,
and direct his studies, and even when Providence denied him opportunities, yet he was still laying in more stock, and preparing for work
against he might be called to it. When he was in employment, none
that heard him could justly blame his retiredness, he being even when
most private, continually at work for the public, and had he been
less in his study, he would have been less liked in the pulpit.
" His library, furnished (though not with a numerous yet) a curious
collection of books" was his workhouse, in which he laboured hard all
the week, and on the Lord's-day made it appear he had not been idle;
and that though he consulted his privacy, yet he did not indulge his
sloth. He was somewhat reserved where he was not well acquainted;
otherwise very free, affable and co=unicative where he understood
and liked his company. He affected not much acquaintance, because
he would escape visitants, well knowing how much the ordinary sort
of friends were apt to take up his time, which he could ill spare from
his beloved studies, meeting with few that could give him better
entertainment with their company, thll-n he could give himself alone.
They had need be very good, and very learned, by whose converse he
could gain more than by his own thoughts and books. He was a true
son of the Church of England, in that sound doctrine laid down in the
articles of religion, and taught by our most famous ancient divines
and reformers, and a real follower of their piety, as well as a strenuous
maintainer of the truth they professed. His preaching was mostly
practical, yet rational and argumentative, to his hearers' understandings
as well as affections, and where controversies came in his way, he
showed ·great acuteness and judgment in discussing and determining
them, and no less skill in applying them to practice. So that he was
indeed a 'workman that needed not to be ashamed,' being' able by sound
doctrine, both to exhort and convince gainsayers.' Some have thought
his preaching too high for vulgar hearers, and it cannot be denied but
his gifts were suited to the more intelligent sort of Christians; yet it
must withal be said that if he were sometimes deep, he was never
abstruse; he handled the great mysteries of the Gospel with much
clearness and perspicuity, so that if in his preaching he were above
most, it was only because most were below him. Several considerable
treatises on some of the most important points of religion, he finished
in his ordinary course, which he hath left behind him, in the same form
he usually wrote them for the pulpit."
To this may be added the testimony of a more modern writer. "I
have met (says the late Mr. Toplady) with many tr.eatises on the
Divine perfections, but with none which any way equals that of
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,Mr. CHARNOCK, Perspicuity and depth, metaphysical sublimity and
Evangelical simplicity, immense learning and plain but irrefragable
'reasoning, conspire to render that performance one of the most
inestimable productions that ever did honour to the sanctified judgment
and genius of a human being. If I thought myself at all adequate
to the task, I would endeavour to circulate the outlines of so rich a
treasure into more hands by reducing the substance of it within the
compass of an octavo volume. Was such a design properly executed,
a more important service could hardly be rendered to the cause of
religion, virtue, and knowledge. Many people are frightened at a
,folio of more than 800 pages, who might have both leisure and
inclination to avail themselves of a well-digested compendium."

THE

SPIRIT

OF

COUNSEL

AND

MIGHT.

By, THE LATE REV. JOHN HAWKER, M.A., RECTOR OF COTLEIGH,
HONITON.
SUCH was the Spirit that rested upon the Lord Jesus, and ~uch is the
Spirit by Whom He now instructs and empowers His people. He
does both, and the possession of both qualities is essential to perfection.
For this reason they are to be found without restraint or limit in God
only. He alone can say confidently and undoubtingly, "My counsel
shall stand, and I will do all My pleasure." Man may design but
cannot complete' without Divine permission. Even Apostles" assayed
to go into Bythinia, but the Spirit suffered them not." , The ungodly
can but praise God, though unintentionally by their wrath; the
remainder He will restrain. God's decree and power move in harmony,
all the way falls into a plain before them, 'the dark valley rises into light,
the haughty mountain sinks to the level, and all flesh shall see it
together, " for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it." The blessedness
of this security to the people of God cannot be overrated, for to them
the counsel is peace, the might is grace; and, alas! upon the other
hand, to the ungodly world the counsel is judgment, the might for its
executiou is invincible.
The Hebrew word used here and translated counsel, is a word full
of force and meaning, and suggestive of much which is truthful and
comforting. It signifies both the possession and imparting of counsel;
and is moreover so connected with a sense of strength and firmness,
that one cannot fail to experience a feeling of confidence in such counsel
and in Him, of Whose many names, one is "Counsellor," I shall, in
this chapter, treat of the Spirit of Counsel not only' as in connection
with the purposes of Jehovah Jesus; but also with respect to His
gracious dealing with His people, with whoni He takes counsel, and
to whom He imparts wisdom and suggests blessed thoughts of Himself
and of our God and Father, together with many a wise direction as to
our walk in the Church, and towards the world. Thus we hold
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communion with Him in the power of the Holy Ghost; Who, proceeding
from the Father and the Son, enables us to take and receive counsel.
This, He the Spirit of counsel will assuredly effect, and He will effect it
in power in accordance with faith which e":pects it, united' with such
a walk as grieves not the Holy Spirit of God, and is in subjection to
Himself.
'Vbere the Spirit of counsel is, there is, moreover, the Spirit of might.
This word is also preguant with a sense of strength, suggesting the truth
that the God, to Whom power belongs, can never design or direct
anything which He cannot perform. We must therefore regard this
might as connected with all His revealed purposes, the carrying out
of which is certain, even when appearances to the contrary may
discourage and try faith. His Almightiness assures the fulfilment
of every promise, and impresses it upon every confiding heart, to 'its
unspeakable comfort. His words are engraved in the Rock of Ages.
" Hath He said, and shall He not do it? or hath He spoken, and shall
He not make it good?" The certainty and efficiency of every thing
and every word, as connected with God; and the uncertainty and
failure of every thing as connected with man, when speaking or acting
in his own strength, are two truths which are taught most clearly in
the Word of God, and are learnt by the continual experience of every
Christian.
We will now proceed to consider the resting of this Spirit of counsel
and might upon the Sa~iour Jesus. When He said, "Lo! I come to
do Thy will, 0 God," He was entrusted by the Father with the
responsibility of effecting, in His own person, the greatest, the most
difficult (if I may apply such a word to God's acts) and the most precious
of all His works. There was no one in Heaven or in earth, to whom
God could entrust such a work, for no one but Christ possessed such a
Spirit of counsel. The mind and intelligence of the "Daysman"
grasped the whole state of the case, as it lay between God and man;
He penetrated to the extreme depths of those things which the angels
desire to look into; and, He was in truth the designer, together with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, of the wondrous Redemption effected
by "the blood of the everlasting Covenant." Does He not intend to
convey this truth to us in the Words of St. John x. 15: "As the Father
knoweth Me, so know I the Father, and I lay down My life for the
sheep"? He thus acquaints His hearers with the fact that His
knowledge of His Father's holiness, justice, demands, love, grace,
mercy, was a perfect knowledge; that He knew precisely what God
required, what man needed, and that He therefore "laid down His
life for the sheep." How very comforting and assuring to know this!
Every act of Christ was full of wisdom, every word was in season.
He never could design anything which waS not the wisdom of God,
therefore there could be no mistake. The great work upon which His
holy mind was bent, appears from the straitening under which He
laboured until it was accomplished, and towards this all tended; He
saw in ,the opposition of enemies the evil spirit of fallen man, which
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should nail Him to the CrOBS, and it turned Him not from His purpose.
.He knew what was in man, He knew what was in God; and it is to
this Spirit of counsel that Isaiah bears record prophetically: "Behold,
My servant shall deal prudently, He shall be exalted, and extolled, and
be very high" (Isa. lii. 13). "Yet it pleased the Lord (Jehovah) to
bruise Him, He hath put Him to grief: when Thou shalt make His
soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His
days, and the pleasure of the Lord (Jehovah) shall prosper in His hand"
(Isa. liii. 10).
No one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God can doubt His
power to carry out this great work; yet, the resting of the Spirit of
might upon Him must not be overlooked. If slain, and crucified in
weakness, it was yet by the voluntary succumbing of the Spirit of
might in the Spirit of might, that this the most glorious work of the
Spirit of might was wrought in and by Christ Jesus. When the 49th
Psalm recounts the glory of man and the might of his wealth, it adds,
" None of them can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God
a ransom for him (for the redemption of their soul is precious and it
ceaseth for everY'w. 7, 8. I think the Prayer-Book translation is the
best, "But no man can. redeem his brother," etc., for it brings the
helplessness of man into a juxtaposition of contrast with the great
power of God. All creation acknowledged Christ as the Lord of Glory,
even when hanging upon the cross of shame; the rending rocks and
the darkened sky proclaimed it, and forced the confession from the
centurion's lips, "Truly this was the Son of God." Just as we must
never suffer a sense of the perfect manhood of our Lord to dim our
clear perception of His Godhead, so the shame and sufferings of the
Cross must always unite themselves in our thoughts with the mightiness
of the work. This affords the firm foundation for faith to rest upon.
lily Saviour was and is the Almighty God; He was so through all His
earthly course, when the Spirit of might rested upon Him and led Him
to the CrOBS to conquer in being subdued, "spoiling principalities and
powers, and making a show of them openly, triumphing over them in
it." "Who is this King of Glory 1 The Lord strong and mighty, the
Lord mighty in battle" (Psalm xxiv. 8).
But, on the other side, there is the less pleasing truth that the Spirit
of counsel and of might is with our Lord for judgment. To tIllS we
must not shut our eyes, nor permit others to close their ears. Certainly
the special character of our Lord's mission at His first coming was
mercy; so that when in the Synagogue He had read the words " to
preach the acceptable year of the Lord," He closed the book; but the
end of all things is now at hand, and it is well to consider what is
counselled by Christ, as He will certainly fulfil it. The closing book of
the Bible reveals both the counsel and the might. It is the Revelation,
Apocalypse of Jesus Christ, and it is a book of judgment, revealing it
as it is to fall upon the despisers of the Gospel. The perfect fulfilment
of the atoning work is the guarantee that every word respecting final
judgment will be fulfilled. No child of God can read his title to eternal
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life, apart from the assurance of an eternal condemnation to the
unsaved. The two stand or fall together.
We treasure up His words, "I will come again aud receive you unto
Myself;" we know that it is in His heart and part of His counsel, and
that His might will effect our translation, "in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye;" but God has spoken by the same prophet, who
so sweetly proclaims Divine redemption, in the most forcible language
as to judgment. Isaiah (lxiii.) speaks not of His precious atoning
blood sprinkled on us, but of the blood of enemies" staining all His
raiment." What a difference between these two verses: "Thou shalt
call His name Jesus, for He shall save His people from their sins; "
and the following, "I will tread down the people in mine anger, and
make them drunk in My fury, and I will bring down their strength to
the earth" (Matt. i. 21; Isaiah baii. 6). May the Holy Spirit so teach
us, that those who know the blessedness of salvation in a crucified and
risen Saviour, may most earnestly seek so to convince others that they
may escape from the wrath to come. We must not mistake, or try to
darken the Lord's counsel in this awful matter, and the certainty that
He will mightily perform it must fix us so that we shall not veer with
any wind of doctrine. Thus will the Spirit of counsel instruct liS, and
the Spirit of might uphold us, and men will feel the force of our
persuasion. No one can steady another if he himself is wavering;
and upon this subject we hear many uncertain sounds, and strange
doctrines draw many a"ide from old paths.
I have thought it well to call special attention to these two subjects,
salvation and judgment, because it is quite essential that we be clearly
established on such fundamental points. The fact that both depend
upon the immutable counsel and invincible might of the Holy Trinity,
being carried out by the Jehovah Jesus, plants the feet firmly, not only
upon the truths themselves, but upon His decree and power of Whom
it is written: "He is the Rock, His work is perfect; for all His ways
are judgment: a God of truth, and without iniquity, just and right
is He " (Deut. xxxii. 4).
Before I pass on to consider my subject as connected with the
Priesthood of Christ, I wish briefly to draw attention to the perfection
of Christ's life as guided by this blessed Spirit. We never read of a
change of mind or purpose. He seems to have imparted to others,
very seldom, any intimation of what He intended; when He did, the
least contradiction, as in the case of Peter's attempted dissuasion, was
silenced at once. The Spirit of counsel guided Him with all the power
of God. How rapidly His acts succeeded one another, as St. Mark
relates. It is the Gospel of service, aud of service without hesitation,
as His very characteristic word (eutheos) impresses on our minds: yet
we must pause ·with Him to enter into the secret of His wisdom
and decisive counsel. Was it not in this that the service was in the
Spirit, and that" in the morning, rising up a great while before day,
He went out and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed"
(c. I. 35).
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How much force is expended! how much time is wasted! how
many changes are experienced! how much influence is weakened!
because we fail to take counsel of the Lord. There would be no
" building again of the things which we once destroyed," there would
be no need of the precept, "neither be ye of doubtful mind;" no
tossing of the waverer as a wave of the sea, if we were subject more
fully to the Spirit of counsel. A life subject to Him cannot fail to be
influential; acts and words pondered thus cannot but be felt. Such
was the force of the Lord's mind upon His disciples, that'they obeyed
Him implicitly; although popular opinion, the teaching of the doctors,
the influence of the Pharisees, the temptations of worldly advantage, all
and each put in a claim of no light weight against His teaching, His
words, His commandments. This would be inexplicable, all circum·
stances considered, upon any other ground than this-that" God was
with Him." Thus may it be with us.
So His words and all His course were full of the Spirit of might, for
th'e two operations of the Holy Ghost are inseparabl~. The miracles
of Jesus were the carrying out of a preconceived purpose and of a
predetermined course of action which no human power could turn or
frustrate. Even at the time when the Lord appeared the most power'
less, He could say to the representative of the mightiest ruler of that
time: " Thou couldest have no power at all against Me, except it were
given thee from above: therefore he that delivered Me unto thee hath
the greater sin" (St. John xix. 11). The meaning being, I suppose,
that in delivering Christ unto Pilate there was the assumption that it
lay in man's power to do with Him as man pleased. It is the Almighty
power of Christ that ensures to us the fulfilment of His counsel of
grace. The simple words, "He that believeth in Me, though he were
dead yet shall he live," ought to suffice to quench every doubt or
misgiving. What power can exceed this: it is just this, the power of
God overcoming all that man's free will and Satan's force had
accomplished in the fall. Though He was crucified in weakness, yet
" He liveth by the power of God." The decree and counsel necessitated
weakness, sin·hearing, death; the Spirit of might led through it to a
glorious triumph.
I am thus brought to some very important and practical instructions
connected with this subject. The ascended Lord Jesus is the Counsellor
of His people: He is their great High Priest, as the. Epistle to the
Hebrews teaches us; and addressed as it is to Hebrews, it clearly
shows many things as cOlmected with this Priesthood of the Old
Dispensation; its typical character shows to what it poiuted, but the
glory and perfection of our Priest shines forth the brighter-when the
perfect is come" that which is in part is done away." It is, as possessed
of the Spirit of counsel and might, that the Lord now deals with His
Church, It is by the presence of the Holy Ghost in and with" the
Body, the Church," that this work is carried on; and it is by realizing
His presence thus, and by subjection to a present Guide, rather thau
by looking up to an absent Counscllor, that we speed our way calmly
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and successfully to the throne of the victorious companions of the great
Forerunner.
Our Lord is still a servant for His people. For this reason He still
calls His Father and our Father, also His God, and our God; and thus
the Apostle blesses "the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ."
The character of the service is this. Having accomplished atonement,
He has entered into the holy places not made with hands, with His
Own blood; of which the High Priest going within the veil, with
blood of others, on the great day of atonement, was a type: and this
perfect, finished work the Epistle to the Hebrews treats as the foundation upon which His work now being carried on, is based. But as
under the Old Dispensation, this, and the other atoning acts on that
great day, bound Jehovah to the people as their God, and them to
Him as a people; entitled them to His care, guidance, the manna for
food, the flowing stream for their thirst; so has Christ bound Himself
to every Child of God, to bring safely home everyone of such childreu,
and for this He serves now with counsel and in might. It is to this
present service that Hebrews vii. 25 has especial reference, as a comparison with the context will show: "Wherefore He is able also to
save them t.o the uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He
ever liveth to make intercession for them." The words "to the
uttermost" imply, that until the wilderness life is past, and the saint
is safe in glory, the care of the all-seeing, loving Shepherd is present.
Stephen was led to experience this visibly when he saw J esllS standing
at the right hand of God, and experimentally when he said, "Lord
Jesus, receive my spirit." The position of standing implied a work
still going on; just as sitting down at the right hand of God iroplies
a fini,shed work in Heb. x. 12; the receiving the last breath represents
the saving to the uttermost, that is completely, in measure, and in
duration. For these reasons salvation is presented to us under three
aspects in Scripture-the finished work of the Cross: "It is finished"
-the future full possession and development: "Now is our salvation
nearer than when we believed "-the present saving work through the
wisdom, love, and care of the High Priest in heaven, "Who is even at
the right hand of God."
Of this service of Christ we have a very beautiful and distinct type
in the Old Testament. Exodus xxi. gives us the law with respect to
the Hebrew servant. Six years was to be the period of his service;
but in the seventh he might, if he pleased, go out" free for nothing."
If, however, he pleased to continue, he might do so; if he came into
the service unmarried, so he went out; if married, his wife went out
with him; if his master had given him a wife, the wife was the master's
property. Then it is added, " And if the servant shall plainly say, I
love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go out free, then
his master shall hring him unto the judges, he shall also hring him to
the door, or unto the door post: and his master shall bore his ear
through with an awl; and he shall serve him for ever ". (Exodus xxi.
5, 6). It is thus that the Lord's love to His Father, and to the whole
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household of faith, has made Him what He is to us now. We may
also add that there is an eternal service towards some, if not all, of
the people of God. I say some (possibly), for it would appear that the
service of Rev. vii. 13-17 is to be exercised more especially towards
those-" who come out of (the) great tribulation." For all this blessed
service to us and to His Father has Jesus been consecrated and set
apart, and for it has His experience of human suffering " perfected"
Him. His omniscience as God would suffice to acquaint Him with all
our need and circumstances, as our Father knows all; but the sense
and comfort of it towards ourselves would be very different. Scripture
(the Epistle to the Hebrews especially) teaches us that Christ, the
"brother born for adversity," was perfected through the things that He
suffered. Psalm xl. 6, refers to the law of the Hebrew servant ;. " ll'l.ine
ears hast Thou opened," that is cut," or, as in margin, "digged."
These words are not included in the quotation in Heb. X., but there is
an assertion, " In the volume of the book it is written of Me," referring,
perhaps, to Exod. xxi. This" opening of the ear" is not to be confused with Isaiah I. 6. The word is different, and refers to Christ's
obeying the voice of God-listening to what His Father would speak
to Him.
Having thus far considered the fact that the Imd at God's right
hand is there exercising one of His offices as the Counsellor and High
Priest of His people, let US further give our attention to the manner in
which He carries on this work. In old Testament days, as we find
frequently recorded, God spake directly, often visibly or audibly, to
His people. The Urim and the Thummim were used for the purpose
of communicating between God and man; and although God ceased
to make known His will thus after the captivities, His mind, as is
recorded, was thus revealed before, however it may have been effected.
At the time of Joshua's appointment it was decreed that he should
stand before Eleazar the Priest, who should counsel him according to
the " judgment of Urim before the Lord." At times, God directed
His people by dreams or by signs. Of the former we have many
instances; notably in the ease of Joseph-his own dreams, and those
of Pharaoh, and of others, being so overruled and directed as to lead
to the preservation of the chosen seed.
These purposes of God which were connected with dreams were often
worked out indirectly, the dream being that of a heathen, or of some
one to whom the interpretation or fulfilment brought no benefit. Thus
it was, as between Daniel and Nebuchadnezzar. Sometimes God's
will was revealed by signs, as in the case of Gideon's fleece. Sometimes, and indeed frequently, by the Angel of J ehovah. Sometimes
by the prophets; exclusively in the prophetical age. It is said of
Saul, when God deserted him, that" when Saul enquired of the I,ord,
the Lord answered him not, neither by dreams, nor by Urim, nor by
prophets" (1 Sam. xxviii. 6). In these eases there was an intermediate
agency between God and the person seeking instruction. Moses is
said to have been an exception to this, in the fact t"at God spoke to
H
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him face to face (Num. xii. 6-8). I am thus led to consider how Christ
speaks to us.
Many express and complain of the difficulty they experience as to
knowing whether they are led of the Lord or not. l\fany also are
without doubt mistaken in paths which they take, with respect to
which understanding they have professed a conviction that they are
led of the Lord, and that they have sought guidance. How are we to
know whether we are counselled of the Lord when 'we either design or
act! This is an important question for true success, and the glory
of God, in connection with the service of the believer, depends upon
the obtaining the guidance of Christ's spirit of counsel. The difficulty
is experienced not so much with respect to the general principles which
guide a Christian life, as it is in the minor details or the actions specially
resulting from special causes or circumstances. For instance, we all
consent to the principle, "In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He
shall direct thy paths;" but when we come to an application of this
general principle to a particular path, there may be perplexity. In
treating of this subject., or applying it to our own case, we cannot be
too careful to take into solemn consideration the state and condition
of our own souls as towards God. Much perplexity results from a
spirit of insubjection to God and His Word, by reason of which we
become double-minded and unstable in all our ways. It is not by
going now and then, in cases of emergency or difficulty, to God, that
we obtain light and understanding, although Sovereign Grace can
overcome any hindrance in mercy; but it is by a constant walking
with God that we become imbued with the mind of God, and thus
habitually prepared to take His way as occasion presents itself. There
should be an abiding sense of the presence of the Holy Ghost, of whom
the Lord says, "He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you;" there
should be a realizing that every word and act should be that of Christ
Himself, as the word and act of him who is joined to Christ, and in
this new life one spirit with Him. Dealing with God through a distance
which we interpose is a more common course than subjection to the
teaching of the present High Priest, who, although at God's right hand,
is really with us by the Spirit. To cultivate this close intercourse, to
walk with God, to abide in Christ is the first thing to ensure, if we are
to receive the constant counsel we need, and to listen to and obey it.
If we have occasion to pray in special emergency or difficulty, we shall
then not be left in doubt, if doubt has arisen at all. To this the following words have reference: " If ye abide in Me, and My words abide in
you, ye shall ask what ye will, aud it shall be done unto you" (St. John
xv. 7). "Those who walk with God hear His voice, and He employs
them" (Chapman). I feel sure that much Christian failure is the
result, simply and solely, of mistake as to the presence of the Holy
Ghost in this dispensation. A broken and spasmodic action (if I might
so express it) is looked for, instead of the flowing tide of His gracious
continuance; thus He is quenched though not extinguiqhed, grieved
though not expelled. Those who keep on walking with God are not
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subjected to sudden surprises-evoking untried and startling action.
Only walk on with Him, and "thine ears shall hear a voice behind
thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it." Since, however, <rl>d uses
means, we may consider some of those means by which the Spirit of
Christ counsels and directs us.
Firstly, there is " t.he Word." Nothing can be right if "the Word"
be against it. To be guided by it, it must be the man of our counsel
hid in the heart. It is the true Drim and Thummim. You will find
both words in Psalm xix. 7, 8, "Perfect" and" Enlightening." Christ
is Himself called the Word, for reasons which I have already given,
and by "the Word" He speaks to us. The fact that God no
longer confers with man as He did in Old Testament times, is to
myself a sufficient proof that the Scriptures are enough. Surely we
are not less favoured than the saints of old. Let us hear it alone. Too
many voices calise r.onfusion. Samuel heard God in the silence of the
sanctuary of God, and was soon established to he a prophet of the
Lord. Let us not listen to opposing sounds. If Christ and the word
are to dwell in the heart, the affections must be kept clear from other
things. Did we never seek to get some one or some thing accredited as
spiritual to countenance us in a matter of the rectitude of which we
were doubtful, hut towards which our affections had, alas! turned 1
Secondly, we must bear in mind that the new man in Christ Jesus
is that which responds to the Spiritual counsel. Fallen nature is
opposed to the voice of truth. It may admire its effects in others, as
some creatures whose element is darkness are drawn towards the light,
but there is no real affinity, and it is only in proportion to the crucifying
of the flesh that the Spirit of counsel can obtain an entrance. No
doubt many of my readers know by elrperience what the difference
is between their hearing the voice of God in " the Word" in a natural
state, and hearing and receiving it in the new nature. Thus we shall
be directed as to how we hear; and receiving the trnth by the Spirit,
there will be peaceful assurance that it is none other than the voice of
God to us. " Faith is the eye, and the Holy Spirit gives the light, and
the Word of God is the lanthorn, and the Spiritual not the rational
man can perceive the things of God. God a!ld God's secret ones only
know God's secrets" (Jeremy Taylor). I lay, my readers will see,
considerable stress upon the condition of the individual spiritually who
seeks the guidance. I believe it to be the main thing. Depend upon
it, difficulties and mistakes are the result of our being out of close
communion with God. "Can two walk together except they be
agreed 1" Is it possible to conceive of Christ as having any difficulty
.in discerning His Father's will, which was His own path? But then
He was perfect with God.
Thirdly. Few subjects are more important, and, at the same time,
more difficult of decision, than the question as to how far we are to
be guided by, what I may call, intuitions. Some of the most important
issues tending to the glory of God, have sprung from obedience to it;
and many heresies and errors of fanatical enthusiasms are to be traced
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to the acting upon such impulse. Our growth in spiritual things is
not to be regarded as any guarantee against error in this respect. In
fact, the more a Christian advances, the more conscious does he become
that his battle-field is in another region than before. It is a fight" in
the heavenlies," and Satan as an angel of light manifests his various
transformations in dealing with him. I venture to suggest one or
two safeguards. Mea1lure the suggestion carefully by the Scriptures.
Be sure that you are living in communion with God, and that conscience
is clear. Consider carefully whether you are in a prayel'/ul spirit. Is
the glory of God your great object? How far does the suggestion fall
in with the desire of the natural man or the ways of the world? If the
act proposed be singular and noticeable, iq pride at work with you?
I will only add, if you are sure that the Spirit of counsel speaks to you,
let t~ere be no slothful tarrying. J 05hua always rose early in the
mornmg.
FourtWy. Are we to be guided by circumstances or Providences ?
The remark is true: "He that watcheth for Providences will never
lack Providences to watch for;" but many things are carried out by
God, and by His people, in the face of difficulty and opposition. Faith
can triumph over, and get strength from such things; and if there be
assurance that the path is right, we must go on as Israel did at Jericho,
until the walls fell. Sometimes there is really not an open door, or an
opportunity; then we must wait for God to appear, and often the way
is thus made clear, but as a general rule this occurs after the Spirit of
counsel has suggested the course, and events do not point out, but
clear the way.
I need say but little as to the Spirit of might. I have already stated
my belief that God never counsels without giving the power to perform.
The same Almight,y Spirit of the living God gives the counsel and the
force; and it is in the power of a risen, living Saviour, that God's work
is to be performed. After our Lord's resurrection, He claimed all
power for Himself in Heaven, and in earth, and said to the Apostles:
"Go ye there/ore into all the world," etc. When Jehovah spake to
Joshua, He said: "Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of
a good courage." When Gideon tarried, the God Who had commanded
him, said: "Go in this thy might." Having written so much as to
God's dealing with ourselves, I must add that the effect of communion
should be overflow in service towards others. God often counsels this,
He gives the might. "Remember that there is no man so far off,
that the arm of Christ cannot reach him; there is no man so sinful
that the blood of Christ cannot cleanse him; there is no man so
hardened that the Spirit of God cannot soften his hard heart" (Krauss).
We must remember that the Spirit of Christ in the believer, is the
same Spirit Who rested upon Christ Himself. He was led of the Spirit;
and, because there was no opposing principle, His life was one even
flow of wisdom to devise, and of power to effect. It is just in proportion
as we resign ourselves in faith to the same leading that we experience
the truth of "When I am weak, then am I strong." It is not by efforts
40
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to rise, but by falling at ChriSt's feet to be raised and carried, that we
learn what He meant, when He said, " Without Me ye can do nothing,"
and what Paul felt when he wrote, " I can do all things through Christ,
Which strengtheneth me." "Faith is not a climbing of the mountains,
but a ceasing to attempt it, and allowing Christ to carry you up in His
arms" (Bonar).
"OUR GREAT HIGH PRIEST."
"WITHIN the veil "-He liveth,
Our ever-loving Lord;
His people He forgiveth,
Oh, be His grace adored!
By right of His enthronement,
He grants them all to know
The gain of that atonement
He wrought for them below.
The angel-choir, adoring,
Upon His glory gaze,
Their gladdest strains outpouring,
Till Heav'n is filled with praise.
Bright spirits round Him pressing,
Their meed of homage bear,
His worthiness confessing,
To all that worship there.
Yet, day and night He pleadeth
Upon the mercy shrine,
For aye He intercedeth
For all the seed Divine.
His blood His pleas upholdeth,
His voice, it never tires, .
And God, in love, beholdeth,
And grants Him His desires.
And so amidst the splendour
And ceaseless songs of heaven,
He still is the Defender
Of all, in grace, forgiven!
And soon shall come the meeting
Of Him and those He won,
While all shall he repeating
What great things He hath done.
F. BICKFORD HEARD.
OUR doctrine, blessed be God, is pure; we have all the articles of our
faith grounded upon the Holy Scriptures.-Martin Ltuher.
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Q!Ottt£lPOll'iJ mrc.
FRUIT.
To the Editol' of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

DEAR 1IIR. ORMISTON,
RESPECTING the article entitled, "A Time for Every Purpose
and Every Work," which appeared in the September number, some
precious and interesting testimony has resulted. And whilst " R's "
pen can only claim to be that which tied the garland together, one
feels very thanHul to our God Who has graciously used the narratives
to the edification and encouragement of His believing, much tried
people.
The subjoined letter just to hand is yet another instance of how,
when He shutteth, no mau openeth, and that His time and His thought5
are always perfect. The letter is as follows :"Dear Christian Friend,-You will be surprised to hear from
me, perhaps, though you may recollect your visit to Sale some years
ago. It still has a fragrant memory to me even though it may never
be enjoyed again. I feel drawn to write a line or two after reading to
a dear friend who is very afflicted your piece in the' G. M.,' entitled,
, A Time to Keep Silence,' etc. Since you visited us it has pleased the
Lord of the vineyard to open my lips in His dear Name in various places
in the North, including Birkenhead, where it has been a pleasure to
stay with Mr. G. Alexander and hear of your welfare. The circumstances I felt you would like to hear occurred, however, in one of the
towns in Lancashire, which I visited for the first and only time some
months ago, and they seemed very similar to the accounts you record,
that I felt it to be a further confirmation of the Lord's hand in my
attempts to speak in His great Name. On the occasion referred to
it was a great concern to me, while travelling on the Saturday evening,
to know if my ministry was of the Lord. On the following morning
I spoke with liberty, and hoped it would be so in the afternoon. I had
a text, but not much feeling or insight into the truth contained in it.
Whilst singing the hymn preceding the sermon, great darkness came over
the Word, and I was quite confused, but kept crying to the Lord.
Then the words came with power, 'This is the way, walk ye in it.' I
tried to find it, but did not know exactly where it was. Just as the
people finished singing, my eyes fell on the words, and scarcely knowing
what to do, I read it for my text. I was helped to speak of the way
of salvation through Jesus; the way to the kingdom, its narrowness,
perplexities, and peculiar windings, yet its safety and end.
" It was the Lord's doing, and I thanked Him for His help. Coming
out of the chapel, one of the deacons, who had not been present in the
morning, came to me with eyes filled with tears. He said that the
reading of the text had nearly broken him down before the people.
One of his sons had met with a serious accident a few days before, and
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in the midst of his grief, while at work, the words had been spoken to
his heart with great power and assurance, and were now confirmed.
The son was restored, but the sweetness of the words remained and
has been a help often since. How we prove He is ever the Same! "
Such fragrant testimony surely greatly encourages God's dear
servants and faithful witnesses to exhort their own hearts constantly
in the words, "My soul, wait thou only upon God, for my expectation
is from Him."
Believe me, dear Mr. Ormiston,
Yours in Gospel bonds,
RUTH COWELL.
FELLOWSHIP.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. EDITOR,
YOUR correspondent, "Nettie," in the September" G.M.," was enabled
to set forth some precious eternal verities in the consoling- and comforting truth, "They Shall See His Face." The thought of a personal
vision of }J is face has often been most astonishing to me, yet not more
so than real, for I cordially believe that it shall be "even so." We
admire and adore when we speak of or contemplate Jehovah's "I
wills," but how humbling and wonderful when we consider that He
who saith 1 will also saith ThelJ shall, in the face of all the unbelief,
distrust, seeming distance, and want of that personal contact for the
ear of faith to catch the sound they shall, and expectant hope to
wait patiently, clinging to the same comforting words. A minister
whom I used to hear in the days of childhood used to call hope the
night nurse at her post in the dark, watching whilst others slept.
There is in the last chapter of Jeremiah an account of those who were
taken into captivity, and some slain; amongst them were some who
it says, "were near the King's person," or as the margin renders it,
" saw the face of the King," or " seers of His face." I think what an
honourable and exalted position to be called to, near the King's person
(one says, "for living so near Him His secrets they learn") : a doorkeeper,
while Jesus is within, and as He passes to and fro to get a sight of His
face through the lattice of His Word and the ordinances of His House,
in breaking of bread and in prayer. Surely feeble faith now and then
sees His faith thus, which makes her still say, " More frequent let Thy
visits be, or let them longer last." And may we not sometimes see
the reflection of His face when we come in contact with His poor, tried,
and -su1Iering, grace-led and grace-taught, chastened, and humble
followers, who live upon His bounty, and are lightened by His smiles.
One such who passed away in the Infirmary was asked if he had many
visitors. Smiling, he said, "The King comes here;" and now he
sees Him face to face.
Yours sincerely,
JABEZ.
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THE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor 0/ the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR,
I SHOULD like, by your kindness, to place the two following brief
letters before our friends. They will serve to show how much the
magazines and books which we distribute are appreciated.
From a Chaplain :-" Very many thanks for the books you so kindly
sent. They will be most useful for distribution, and I shall be glad
if you will think of us again."
From a worker amongst sailors :-" I acknowledge with grateful
thanks the box of books so very kindly sent, and assure you that they
are most useful and will be thoroughly appreciated by the sailors."
Yours sincerely,
16, Stirling Road,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bath Road, Bristol.
Sept. 1908.
A GOOD

SUGGESTION.

To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. ORMISTON,-THE Lord, in answer to prayer, has most
mercifully interfered and stopped the "procession of the Host" last
Sunday afternoon. This seems to me the call of God for united
thanksgiving, as also for continuance in prayer. The dangers ahead
of this nation are very great: nearly air the papers, as far as IlnlOw,
are in favour of this procession as soon as it can be made legal. Will
you invite the people of God to assemble on Sunday, Nov. 1st, for
special thanksgiving and earnest prayer and humiliation before God,
against Whom we have trespassed? The events of last Sunday surely
call for praise and prayer.
Jeremiah xxxii. 27 has greatly cheered me under deep depression
arising from the state of things.
Yours in sincerity,
M. J. TRYON.
Sept. 17th, 1908.
"THOU, 0 Lord, art a shield for me; my glory and the lifter up of
mine head" (Ps. iii. 3). In darkest days faith shines with brightest
glow. In the wild storm it looks to God and sings. No weapou can
succeed against it. God, even God Himself, surrounds His children as
a shield. The shaft which touches them must pierce through God.
Welcome, too, reproach and obloquy and scorn. No disgrace can soil
their name. They are renowned among the sons of men. Their glory
is their God. No billows can submerge them. God, even their own
God, lifts up their heads. From deepest waters Jesus rose to God's
right hand. Where the Head is, there too shall the members be.Dean Law.
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AN ADDRESS.
By

THE LATE

MR.

NEIL SMITH,

ABERDEEN (1872).

THE Apostle of the Gentiles (or rather, we should say, to the Gentiles,
for the entire apostolate was composed of Jews converted to the faith
of Christ), writing to his beloved son in the faith, Timothy, says, " This
know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come." It is the
spreading and increasing conviction of the Church of Christ in the
world that we have at least entered upon these times, if indeed we be
not rather entering upon the experience of the fruits which are to
accompany their consummation.
No man ever did-no man ever could-sink the Jew in tIle Christian
more fully than the Apostle Paul did; no man ever did more fullyvery few if any so fully-as he, count all things loss for Christ; yea,
" those things which were gain to me, these I counted loss for· Christ,"
was a declaration fully verified in the entire course of his life,
from the very hour of his conversion to Christ. It is remarkable how
speedily, as well as entirely, Christianity superseded J udaism-how
very thoroughly the Gospel in his case took the place of the Law, in
comparison for instance with Peter, although Paul had bonds to the
old faith far stronger than ever was the case with Peter; and if any
of the other apostles took as clear and undoubting a hold of the new
revelation as he did, most certainly not one of them excelled him in
this matter. To him, assuredly, Christ was the end of the law for
righteousness; and, satisfied abundantly with his justification by
faith, he never came near to the grolmd upon which Christ would have
profited him nothing.
If you read 2 Tim. iii. 2-5, you wiIllearn what shall be the characteristics of the perilous times-what may indeed be said to constitute
the peril of the last days, of the coming of which Paul forewarns the
Church, no doubt partly at least on the principle that to be forewarned
is, ih the case of wise· men, to be forearmed. Are any of the characters
named by the Apostle peculiarly characteristic of our times? Unhappily, they are more or less characteristic of all times, since the fall
drove man out of Paradise, the holy and happy abode of once sinless
man; but it is evident that they are to have an unhappy prominence
in the latter days. Under the very exhaustive catalogue of sin drawn
by the Apostle, almost every iniquitous practice might, without any
strained effort, be shown to be included. Without endeavouring
particularly to show under what head of the Apostle's dark catalogue
of sin the two subjects which I desire to bring under your notice might
be ranged, I shall only say that they are both of high place in the
system of revealed truth, and of paramount importance as touching
the salvation of the individual sinner. These subjects are, the integrity
of the Bible as the Word of God; and the nature of Christ, whether
Divine or created. No subject can exceed these in importance, unless
perhaps the question of the very being of God. For sad it is to l.-uow
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.it as a truth, that there are apostles of darkness, eugaged by others,
or employed by themselves, as in a congenial and loved work, to go
forth among the nations of the earth, to proclaim to them that there
is no God to supervise them socially, or to bring them into judgment
inilividually. Philosophy, too, has been in these latter days attach.ing,
if not a new meaning to its name, at least a new design to its professed
object. The love and the pursuit of wisdom, in searching into and
expatiating upon the wonders of the wisdom of God, as displayed in
the works of His hand, had used to be understood as the peculiar
province of true ph.ilosophy; but now, that province seems to have
been exchanged for the prosecution of inqu.iry how best to prove the
existence and maintenance of the world altogether independently
of a Great First Cause-that is, independently of a (',-od at all.
It was no part of the business of the Bible to prove the existence
of God; it is always assumed there as an It priori truth of which every
man has the witness with.in h.imself. And so true is th.is assumption,
that the ex.istence of conscience in the human breast is most properly
taken by the Apostle Paul, in writing of heathens, as a proof not only
of the ex.istence of God, but still further, of man's accountability to
Him. But now we not only find science trying to account for the
ex.istence of the world without any obligation to a God in that behalf,
but also for the ex.istence of man from an origin which might well
banish pride out of the world; and men, proud of their ex.istence only
as being without any obligation to God, going forth as. apostles of
Atheism, glorying in their shame. It has been oft.en doubted whether
it is possible for man to be an Atheist: I confess that I doubt so still.
Of course, we must· believe that there are men who affirm that they are
Atheists; bu~ does neither mind nor heart ever misgive them ~ We
wonld not believe that, with whatever affirmation the denial might be
accompanied. We do not believe that it is in the power of man so
utterly to slay God's witness in the human soul that it shall never
speak again in behalf of God. It is true, as Scripture tells us, that
there are wicked in whose death there are no bands, but of what
description of wicked, Scripture does not tell us. We are disposed
to believe that they are probably the licentious and intemperate,
who have so embruted their nature, that the mind can now scarcely
realize anytillng of the powers of the world to come, or anything of
their own relation to them, and 80 they die without thinking, and, of
course, without fearing. It cannot be said that there were no bands
in the deaths of those arch-apostles of infidelity, Thomas Paine and
Voltaire. The nearest approach to out-and-out Atheism we remember
to have ever read of occurred in the city of Paris, during the first
French Revolution. On one of those days, when the people were met
in great numbers to celebrate one of their insane and godless festivals,
one bolder than the others, and truer to ills atheistical principles, with
right hand uplifted to heaven, defied God in the face of that great
multitude, challenging Him, if He ex.isted, to prove His existence by
sending His stroke upon the challenger. But God kept silence. His
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time for speaking out was not yet come; truly, "His way is in the
sea, and His path in the great waters!' Over and over again before now
had He spoken out in a way of solemn judgment, on occasions of what
we would consider far less provocation than the instance we have
cited. Such a daring act of impiety far exceeded, in our view, the
act of Achan, which was visited (and justly) with such an awful act
of the Divine displeasure.
And how very far more, in our apprehension, was the daring and
impious act alluded to above, dishonouring to _God, in its impious
defiance of the Divine omnipotence, than was the act of Uzza in pntting
forth his hand to preaerve the Ark of God from being overthrown,
when it was shaken by reason of the oxen stumbling. It was no deed
of defiance to God, but well meant, though done ignorantly. Uzza
l.-new and should have remembered that the Ark of God could be lawfully touched by no man but a Levite. We have no doubt hut that
the displeasure which was expreased by David upon this breach made
by God upon Uzza, has been- ignorantly shared by mallY others when
reading the narrative of the transaction. They"forget at the moment
the glorious trnth that God is love, and that the wisdom of God is a
great deep. An economy like that of the Jewish, wherein ritual
observance and holy times and holy duties entered so largely into the
Divine service, required to be guarded by fences which, in the more
spiritual service of the new economy, were comparatively but little
needed. And, at any rate, though the subject were darker to us than
it really is, every mouth should be shut by the Divine aphorism, " Shall
not the Judge of all the earth do right 1" and again, "The Lord gave,
and. the Lord hath taken away, blessed be the name of the Lord!'
The glory of the first Covenant was eclipsed by the coming of the glory
that excelleth. The judgments of the Lord are a deep too profound
for created understanding. The utmost attainment of creature wisdom
is to be wise up to what is written, and to rest content there, knowing
that the Lord doeth all things well, and that much-very muchof what we know not now, we shall know hereafter. Yet, even in
heaven itself there will be room for faith, and rOOlll also for that other
excellent grace, humility. The first and fatally seducing lie perpetrated
on earth-" Ye shall be as gods "-will remain a lie for ever.
But it is time that we turn now to the first topic to which we wish
to draw your most serious attention. We allude to the question of
whether the Bible be really and truly the Word of God or not: the
question, in other words, of the plenary inspiration of the Scriptures
-what is implied in that scriptural declaration, The Word of Godwhat it involves, and what it includes. "All scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable," that the lllan of God may be
perfect. That is the purpose and end for which the Word of God is
given to men; and though it has never accomplished this end-in any
of the sons of men in this world, yet it has wrought such wonderful
transformations, and also so< many, as clearly to evidence the Divine
origin of the instrument; and the world to come, with its multitude
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which no mall call number, and every individual bearing the perfected
likeness of Him who knew no sin, will for ever shut the mouths of all
gainsayers. But the effects of Bihle teaching and of Bible believing,
even in this world, are so many, and so truly great, as to render utterly
inexcusable all who see, and who yet refuse to test the truth by their
own experience. "If any man will do His will, he shall know of the
doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of Myself." The
test to which Christ here puts His Word, and His truth and faithfulness,
is one which can be-which must be-put to the proof of every man's
own .personal experience; it is a far-spreading test, and has already
been one of a long endurance. It has stood the test hitherto, and
the more crucially it has been tried, the more effectually has its truth
been established: so truly and so fully has His knowledge and faithfulness been cstablished by increasing experience, that the friends of
Christ and of His truth fear no future clashing experience, well assurcd
that their Lord did indeed know all t.hings, and the end from the
beginning.
With the Atheist we have here nothing to do, for if there be no God,
there can be no Word of God; but the Deist, if he is honest, is
directly interested in the question of the origin of the Bible; for if
there be a God, it is at least possihle, if not indeed very probable,
that He would make a revelation of His mind and will to His creatures.
The world is certainly not in that state of knowledge and peace and
enjoyment and purity, as to make a revelation from God a piece of
supererogatory legislation. And therefore, if there is in the world a
book claiming a Divine origin, he is bound in prudence to hiq own
interest and safety, to weigh its evidence and come to a judgment of
truth. His misbelief-and especially if it is a contented misbelief,
founded upon his own mere preconceptions, into which no inquiry
has been carried-,vill not save him from the effect of having rejected
the Word of God, and of having leaned on his own understanding.
" The lion hath roared, who will not fear? the Lord God hath spoken,
who can but prophesy? "
The question, then, not whether the Bible contains words of God,
but whether it be in its entirety The Word 0/ God, is one of the most
important of all questions for men-for all men throughout the world.
For if there be revealed truth in the Bible, while it is not all revealed
truth, as some affirm, then we need what the Papists say they have
got-namely, an infallible iuterpreter; or else every man's reason,
clouded as it is by sin, and biassed as it is by passion and self-interest,
must be his own guide through the labyrinth. Were such the matter
of fact, it would be curious and interesting, were is not so very
lIIelancholy, to trace the treatment which the Book would find at the
hands of men. How it would be,cut up into portions of greater or less
credibility, according to the likings and dislikings of Illen: for rule or
compass to guide there would not be, and men would just follow their
own understanding, or rather their 'own will, like to the Jews when
there was no supreme authority in· the land, and every Illan did that
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which was right in his own eyes. Such a speckled revelation as this
wowd be, certainly does not bear the impress of the Divine wisdom so
conspicnous in all the works of His hands, and would be a sad and
bewildering anomaly in His creation and in His providence.
But such an anomaly does not exist: every Christian man can say
with David, " Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my
path"; and with the old negro, whose definition of the excellence of
the Word of God was, that it was never old, and never cold. And how
near to each other come the estimate of the old slave, now fast nearing
the land of everlasting light and of eternal liberty, and that of probably
the greatest novelist that ever lived-Sir WaIter Scott. When asked
a few days before his death what book he would have read to him, he
replied, "Can you ask! there is but one Book." Let us hope that
he reached the same haven of life and liberty into which the old slave
had passed before him.
There is a self-evidencing power in the Word of God, which has
convinced more, and that too with saving power, than all the volumes
upon the evidences that were ever written. Not that we undervalue
such works, very far from it: they have their own place, and have
doubtless done good service in it; but, after all, it is the entrance of
God's Word into the soul that gives to the soul the true and abiding
light. We have been hearing much in recent years of the Fathers
of the early Church, and of the value of patristic literature; and here
again we allow that doubtless it has its value, especially when kept in
its own place. To us it has a very singular value in respect of its
comparison with Scripture. These Fathers were the great and the
learned, and they followed in the order of time, some more, some less
closely, the Apostles of the Lotd. Let anyone sit down quietly and
dispassionately, and read their works, comparing as he goes on the
effect which thev have on the mind as contrasted with that of the
Scriptures; and'if he is not forced to the conclusion that there is a
power in the one which is altogether wanting in the other-a simplicity,
and yet an energy, which place the Scriptures in a rank by themselves,
in unrivalled dignity and power, we shall be greatly astonished. This
estimate,of the grandeur and power with which the Scriptures set forth
the character of God, the glory of His great work of creation, and the
glory and grace of Hi~ yet greater work of redemption, applies to the
whole book of God-that is, to the entire canouical Scriptures. At
the same time, the whole narrative, from beginning to end, is clothed
in a simplicity unequalled, and may we not add inimitable? The
bulky folios of the Fathers, as they are called, are in comparatively
few hands, but let the experiment of comparison be tried between
the Scriptures as we have them on the one side, and the apocryphal
books on the other, and you perceive at once that you have got into
a region of widely different thought and feeling, the very antipodes
of the Scriptures of truth-into a region of wild fable, outraging, like
the lying and absurd legends of Popery, not all right religious feeling
only, but the very reason with which God has endowed us as accountable
creatures.
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The apocryphal fables and the Popish fables are entirely homogeneous,
and worthy of eac·h other-their miracles are alike childish and absurd.
Compare them, we were going to say, but there really is not standing
room for comparison, therefore we say, contrast them with the miracles
recorded in the Bible, whether these be the miracles wrought i=ediately by Christ Himself, or those wrought by prophets and apostles
at the instigation or motion of the Holy Spirit, and by the temporary
delegation of Divine power, and you are immediately struck by the
. absolute and all-pervading difference. The scriptural miracles are
all wrought on most fitting and providential occasions, for ends worthy
of the interference of God, and with results worthy of the wisdom and
grace of God; they do thoroughly justify the coming of Nicodemus
to Christ, and his own account of the reason of his coming: "We
know that Thou art a teacher come from God, for no man can do these
miracles which Thou doest except God be with him." The others,
again, do not stagger the belief of all reasonable men, for it is impossible
for any reasonable man to entertain belief of them for a moment; and
that not so much for their impossibility as for their utter absurdity.
The miracles recorded in the Bible are at once glorifying to God, and
not only beneficial to the immediate partakers in them, but they
elevate and exalt the conceptions of the power and glory of God of
believers of all generations, and furnish a strong foundation for hope
and confidence toward God in every humble, lowly-hearted believer
to the end of time. It is truly a marvellous thing, that in this enlightened age of the world's history, intelligent and educated men should
be found capable of believing, or of even professing a belief in, the
wild and God-dishonouring legends of Popery. It is marvellous indeed
if they do believe them, and discreditable indeed if, not believing, they
profess a faith which they do not possess, whatever be the motive for
the pretended belief. But what is there that the human mind may
not be brought, by the power of superstition, to do ~ When a man
has been found able to swallow the doctrine of transubstantiation, we
should suppose that after that there is not much to stagger his faith:
he is not very far from the standpoint of him who said, on being told
that a particular matter of his faith was impossible, " I believe, because
it is impossible." Surely this was a true son of the Church, a son to
the very mind ·and heart of the infallible father. "Try the doctrine,"
said the Apostle John, "whether it be of God": do no such thing,
says the infallible Pope, else you will lose your soul. The beloved
disciple was not infallible, and made no pretension of it; and the
Pope's predecessor, Peter, did not need with word of mouth to disavow
his possession of it-his conduct did that for him.
Bnt let me remind you that while the Book was the Word of God
in its entirety and integrity, as it was delivered to prophets and
apostles by the Spirit of God, and as it was again delivered by these
llider the inspIring motion of the same Spirit (for holy men of God
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost), the various translations
Ilnd versions which have been made by good and learned men have
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no claim to be considered as made under the same inspiration. And
when we consider the large number of copyists through whose hands
the Scriptures passed in the ages previous to the invention of printing,
it .is. impossible but that, unless miracle had been interposed, which
there was no reason to expect, and which we have no reason whatever
to believe was interposed, some errors must have crept into the text.
This was more' likely to be the case in respect of numerals, and
particularly from the mode by wl).ich numerals are expressed in the
Hebrew. But whilst we could not have expected such a Divine
snpervision of transcriptions and translations as to obviate every error,
however minute, we might have expected that the providence of God
would take care to prevent that deadly error which would subvert
the very end for which God most graciously provided the revelation
should find no place in the Book which is called by His name. That
this reasonable expectation has been realized, is evident from the
complete homogeneousness of narrative and doctrine from beginning
to end.
One thing more I would bring under your notice, viz., that there
are a good many passages in the Bible whose only title to be called part.
of. the Word of God is, that they are faithfully narrated there. An
anecdote will perhaps best illustrate my meaning. Some years ago
I went, one evening, into one of the most respectable of the parish
churches in London. The preacher seemed to be a really good man,
and his heart in his work-no High Churchman was he, certainly.
He gave out his text from the book of Job, the words being from the
speeches of one of Job's three friends, who, as we all know, spoke
so far from the truth and fitness of things, that they brought thelllSelves
under the severe reproof of God Himself. The text was very manifestly one of those erroneous utterances which called down that reproof.
The good man was himself staggered by the words of his text, which
be allowed did not seem to carry truth in them; but then, when
allo\ving this, he added, that, being found in the Bible, they must be
true, their seeming error notwithstanding. He forgot that the words
of the devil and of bad men were not true, though recorded in the Bible,
and that the Bible was no further responsible for them than that they
were faithfully recorded.
Wherefore, dear young friends, "stand fast in the faith, quit you
like men, be strong."
(To be continued.)
NOTES ON THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.
ON September 3rd a Public Meeting in aid of the Society was held at
Walton-on·Naze, Essex, under the auspices of Mrs. Howe and Mrs.
Matthews. Mr. S. Combridge, of Brighton, kindly presided, and
addresses were given by Professor B. Pite, and the Revs. J. Silvester,
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D. L. Johnson, T. H. Cook, and the Secretary. A good collection was
taken, and it was felt that not a little had been done to interest the
Lord's people in a work so signally bles3ed for more than 101 years.
The Committee will be happy to send a deputation to any Drawing
Room Meetings with which friends can kindly favour them.
By the death of the Rev. S. H. Bland, of Ipswich, the Society has
lost its oldest subscriber and one who was ever ready to serve its
in~ests. His first sermon was preached in 1845, from: "This is a
faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief;" five years ago
his last sermon was preached from the same text; beautiful commencement and ending of a free and sovereign grace ministry! He had
subscribed continuously since the year 1844, and from 1846 to 1871
he had been a member of the Board. The Secretary conducted his
funeral service in Ipswich Cemetery, on August 24th.
The October issue of the Quarterly Record contains a portrait of the
late Mr. Frands Abel Smith, of Nottingham; a grandson of the late
Lady Lucy Sini'th, and an esteemed benefactor of the Society. There
are also articles by the Revs. W. R. Mowll, and W. Brooke, of
Croydon, and a likeness of a pensioner, aged 95. Copies will be sent
post free upon application at the Office.
Through the kindness of the Convener of the Clifton Conference,
the Society will have a place at the Wednesday afternoon meeting,
when the E1ecretary will attend as a deputation. A Drawing Room
Meeting in the Albany Hotel, Hastings, has also been arranged for
November 4th, at 3.30 p.m.
On Tuesday, October 13th, the anniversary of the Brighton Branch
of the Society will be held. There will be a Sale of Work in the Royal
Pavilion, conducted by the ladies, during the day, and in the afternoon
at 3.30 a Public Meeting will take place, presided over by Mr. F. A.
Bevan; addresses will be given by the Rev. W. Brooke, of Croydon,
and other friends. Mr. S. Combridge ,and the Committee will heartily
welcome all who can make it convenient to attend. Tea \vill be
provided at 6d. each.
1675 pensioners are now upon the books, and upwardS of £12,000
per annum are expended in pensions; the upkeep of the Homes and
the maintenance of the funds connected with them absorb another
£2,000 per annum; a special effort is being made to obtain new annual
subscriptions of 7s.
The work is the Lord's, and to Him the Committee would continually
look for those supplies which will enable them to minister yet more
generously to the comforts of the poor and aged members of the
family of faith.
God erects a house of prayer,
The devil's sure to build a temple there;
And true it is, on strictest observation,
Th e latter has the greater congregation."

"WHEREVER
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A MEMORABLE NATIONAL DELIVERANOE.
LORD'S DAY, SEPTEMBER 13th, 1908, deserves, from a national point of
view, to take a foremost place among the historic anniversaries which
we are accustomed to co=emorate in this "Protestant kingdom."
On that day the merciful hand of our God frustrated the commission of
a Governmental act which would have been not only to afford official
protection to an open contravention of the laws of our country, but
to contract the guilt of complicity with that sin which, above all others,
the Lord has sternly forbidden and denounced in His Word, the sin
of idolatry. In connection with a Roman Oatholic Oongress in honour
of the Mass, held in London, and attended by a Papal Legate, numerous
foreign Oardinals, Bishops, Priests, and Monks, it was arranged by the
authorities of the Vatican that there should be a public demonstration
of the strength of the Papacy in England at which the wafer-dcitythe "Host" (Hostia= Victim) should be carried in state to receive
the organized adoration of tholL~ands of Papists in the streets of the
Metropolis. Earnest prayer, on the contrary, went up to God that
it might please Him to stop the perpetration of an act full of insult to
His Divine majesty, a denial of the truth of the Gospel of Ohrist, and
an overt provocation of the Protestant convictions of the King's loyal
subjects. Protests were respectfully addressed to the Sovereign and
his responsible State Ministers. The secular pres·s, with few exceptions,
pointed out the illegal character of the Papal procedure, and called
on the Government to forbid the Procession of the Mass Victim. It
was not, however, till comparatively a few hours prior to the time
fixed for the event at Westminster, that the Prime Minister took
decided measures to prohibit the realization of the Popish plans.
The offensive features of the progra=e were, therefore, absent.
The high dignitaries of the Church of Rome, stripped of their illegal
Mass Vestments outside the walls of the so-called "Oathedral,"
perambulated its precincts, and, above all, the helpless wafer-god had
to be left behind, derelict, unhonoured, and unsung! Thus our prayerinspiring God and Father heard and answered His suppliant people,
and vindicated their trust in His power and His promises. England
has thus once more been saved from the hands of her implacable,
merciless enemy, and our praises and thanksgiving are called for
before His heavenly throne. As a nation, we have escapednarrowly-from falling into the net maliciously laid for us. "Blessed
be the Lord, Who hath not given us as a prey to their teeth."
Let, then, our individual and united gratitude ascend as acceptable
incense through the High-priestly hands of the living Ohrist, the
one and only Mediat~r between God and men. Let us also plead
continually tbat our rulers in Ohurch and State may be stirred up to
increased vigilance and resolution lest further maleficent designs
against the Protestant Faith-and our blood-won liberties-especially
of a legislative nature-be attempted by the Papists~
THE EDITOR.
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19t1lH.ing 1Ehentll.
A MONTHLY RECORD.

THE principal event last month was the defeat of the organized forces
of the Papacy to have the idolatrous "Host" carried through the
streets of Westminster, accompanied in state by a Legate from the
Pope, with numerous foreign and other Cardinals, Bishops, Abbots,
and Monks. Much prayer was offered to God for His providential
interference, and fiftv·one Protestant Societies met and concerted
prompt and wise measures to influence the Goverument to uphold the
laws of the land by prohibiting the idolatrous display. Prayer was
heard, the law was vindicated, the public carrying of the" Host" was
forbidden. Our God be praised!
The wrath of England's implacable foe has, of course, thus been
provoked, and a threat has been uttered that Parliament shall be
appealed to to repeal the Act which makes penal such ecclesiastical
demonstrations outside the walls of Romish churches and chapels. In
the city of Rome itself, it should be remembered, Italian law makes
religious processions illegaL They are directly offensive to the convictions of Christians of other denominations, and the State naturally
protects those convictions as coming within the sphere of the rights of
human conscience. It is not improbable that an angry attack will be
made on the statutory Declaration made by English Sovereigns against
the" blasphemous fables and dangerous deceits" of the Roman Mass
aud the imposture of Transubstantiation, as well as on certain
Protestant provisions contained in the Coronation Oath. Thus,
vigilance, prayer, and well-organized action must be adopted by all
who wish to retain the civil and religious liberties secured for our
country at the Reformation and the Revolution. Too many concessions have already been made by our rulers to the insatiable demands
of the Roman Antichrist and the powerful system over which he
presides, and the crisis has now come when not only all further yielding
to the foe must cease, but Constitutional steps must be taken to recover
much ground that has been lost. May wisdom be granted from above.
A timely protest against the Lord's Day desecration inseparable from
the Romish Procession was made in the columns of the Times last
month by the Rev. Dr. Peake, Secretary of the Lord's Day Observance
Society. In the course of his letter, Dr. Peake well said: " Englishmen
in general resent this new attempt to impose distasteful foreign ideas
and methods upon them, especially in connexion with a professedly
religious gathering, which ought to know better than to offer what
it regards as the most sacred mystery of its Faith as a show to a crowd
of London sightseers."
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The King, in commemoration of his visit to Avonmouth in July to
open the Royal Edward Dock, has been pleased to present to St.
Andrew's Church, Avonmouth, a large lectern Bible, bound in red
leather, with the inscription, " Presented by his Majesty King Edward
the Seventh to St.•'\ndrew's Church, Avonmouth, July, 1908."
-'-The ninetieth Report of the Irish Society, and the eighty-seventh
Report of the Scripture Readers' Society, now amalgamated, forming
the "Scripture Readers' and Irish Society" for the promotion of
Christ's kingdom in Ireland by the circulation and teaching of God's
Word, contains some encouraging records. We commend these to the
kind attention of our readers.
Accounts are to hand of the annual festival of the Melbournc
Y.M.C.A., held on June 25th. The first item in the programme was a
visit to the Association premises in FJinders Street by His Excellency
the Governor, who was received by Dr. D. Montgomerie Paton,
President, and Mr. W. Gordon Sprigg, General Secretary. In the
Town Hall tea was served at six o'clock, and was followed by an athletic
display and public meeting. "In nearly all their work," said the
President, " the Directors were greatly handicapped for want of space.
They could fill their present bnilding with the boys' department-which
was now confined to the basement-if some wise millionaire would give
£50,000 towards crecting a Y.M.C.A. worthy of the metropolis of
Victoria." Mr. Sprigg was most cordially greeted as the new Secretary.
His Association policy, he said, aimed at the conversion and regeneration
of young men. Mr. Mauger, Postmaster·General, spoke upon the
subject of " Young men and the times." " We in Victoria," he said,
" spent last year over four million pounds pn intoxicants, and £765,000
on education. Would it not be wise for the Government to endow an
institution like the Young Men's Christian Association, which is doing
so much to promote a better life 1" The membership of the Melbourne
Association is now approximating 1,OOO-seniors 800, juniors 200.
The Australian daily papers have contained very full and appreciative
accounts of the opening of the new building of the Sydney Y.M.C.A.
The State Governor, Sir Harry Rawson, who took part in the pro·
ceedings, congratulated the Association on the result of its efforts, as
did also the Premier, Mr. Wade. The building is a very handsome
structure with every modern convenience. The Governor-General,
Lord Northcote, presided over the annual festival held in the Town
Hall. There was a great gathering of men.

THE cross of Christ is the Christian's crown; the reproach of Christ
is the Christian's riches; and the shame of Christ is his glory.-

JanelCay.
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