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Who comforteth us in all our tribulo.tion, that we ma.y be a.ble to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of 'God. "-2 COR. i. 4.

SOME ASPECTS OF THE PRIESTHOOD OF CHRIST.
"Thou art a Priest for ever after the Order of lvlelchisedec."HEB. vii. 17.

DIVINE PRIESTHOOD is not a primary but a remedial institution,
and our knowledge of it is restricted to revelation. It is essentially
mediatorial in its character. The perfect mediator is one who can,
in point of equality, lay his hand on both GOD and man, Himself
being both God and Man.
Human sin effected a moral breach between JEHOVAH, the
CREATOR, and man, His creature, which, in justice could only be
rectified by an expiation commensurate with the guilt of the
transgression. But where could the required atoning victim be
found? In the living GOD Himself only! That eternal " WORD,"
which" was GOD," took flesh into indissoluble union with His very
DEITY, and in the riches of grace and mercy qualified Himself to
effect perfect reconciliation for sin. JESUS substituted Himself in
the favoured sinner's guilty place. His precious blood was infinitely
more than an equivalent for the sins that were imputed to His
sinless person on the tree of curse. Where sin abounded grace did
much more abound. CHRIST, crucified, raised, exalted, and glorified
is " salvation unto the uttermost"-for evermore. His presence on
37
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high, as the MEDIATOR between the FATHER and His sinful family,
efficiently meets their present condition of imperfection, failure,
and need, while there are also inexhaustible reserves and resources
in Him for all eternity. That which chiefly concerns the consciences
of believers, however, is sin. They know by faith that the guilt
of their sins has once for all been put away. The blood of the
LAMB is security for that. But indwelling sin, the plague of the
heart-the principle of evil itself-is constantly with them. As
the Apostle PAUL said of himself, "I find then alas, that, when I
would do good, evil is present with me." What, then 1 Provision
for this has been made in the Priesthood of CHRIST-GOD and MAN.
" If any man sin"-the Scripture here speaks of the believing man"we have an ADVOCATE with the FATHER, JESUS CHRIST the
righteous One; and He is the propitiation for our sins." Observe
the expiation for the sins of believers-the children of the FATHERis of ever-existent efficacy. The truth is that not only Jesus was
the propitiation for the sins of His brethren, but He " is " so to-day,
and all the days. Dark days and bright days alike, the bloodsprinkled mercy-seat is open to the appeals of faith on the part of
defiled consciences.
The sins of believers differ intrinsically from the sins of the
unjustified. The sins of the latter are those of God's enemies, the
sins of the former of His children. The sins of believers are committed against their FATHER, and are dealt with by Him on that
ground, and not on the ground of law. By consequence, the sins
of believers are more aggravated and grievous than those of the
unregenerate. They are sins against light and knowledge-against
assured love, favour, and mercy. Yet, see, how free and sovereign
grace has anticipated this contingency in the walk of GOD'S frail
saints! The heart of our FATHER is indeed "full of compassion."
He perfectly knows the infirmities of His children. "Like as a
father pitieth his children, so JEHOVAH pitieth them that fear Him.
He knoweth our frame; He remembereth that we are dust"sinful and sinning dust! This distinction between the sins of
believers and unbelievers is the special aspect of CHRIST'S remedial
Priesthood on which our present article lays stress. The Advocacy
of "JESUS CHRIST the righteous One" is too little realized by
believers in general as peculiar to themselves. And its special
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application to their daily walk is apprehended with only limited
spiritual intelligence.
There is also another aspect of the Priesthood of CHRIST which
bears intimately on the present condition of GOD'S people, namely,
that which refers to the sins of their holy things. The typical
Priesthood of Aaron foreshadowed this merciful provision of the
Divine grace. Thus we read: "And thou shalt make a plate of
pure gold, and grave upon it, like the engravings of a signet, Holiness
to the Lord, and thou shalt put it on a blue lace, that it may be upon
the mitre, upon the forefront of the mitre it shall be. And it shall
be upon AARON'S forehead, that AARON may bear the imquity of the
holy things, which the children of Israel shall hallow in all their
holy gifts; and it shall be always upon his forehead, that they may
be accepted before the LORD" (Exod. xxviii. 36-38). Our worship
is mixed, and needs to be purged. JESUS died for all the sins of
His people-including those which mingle with their approaches
to GOD and their service in His Name. Not a prayer is offered by
a believer that does not need to pass through the Priestly hands of
the LORD JESUS CHRIST before it is presented to the FATHER!
Without the purging action of fire no incense can ascend on high to
be " a sweet savour" unto J EHOVAH. It is this mediatorial function
of CHRIST that gives acceptance and prevalence to the petitions of
GOD'S needy people on earth. What sweet encouragement does
this revealed truth afford our hearts, conscious as we are of the
manifold infirmities that constantly beset us in our dealings with
" holy things." How grateful and praiseful should we feel towards
our heavenly FATHER for thus making abundant provision to meet
our present sinful defects and infirmities. How humbly and
vigilantly, too, should we walk in view of the love that devised the
plan, and at such infinite cost to Himself in the Sacrifice of His
Beloved SON! Oh, for consciences made tenderly sensitive to the
subtle approaches of the TEMPTER and the motions of evil within
our deceptive hearts. May the precious blood of JESUS be continually visible to the eye of faith.
THE EDITOR.
A SINNER pardoned through the blood of the Lamb is the greatest
wonder in earth or heaven.-Rev. Matthew Welland.
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PERPLEXING THOUGHTS.
" In the multitude of my thoughts within me, Thy comforts delight
my soul."-Ps. xciv. 19.

THE anonymous but God-inspired Psalmist speaks of multitudinous
thoughts which occupied and distressed him. This experience is
one not peculiar to the holy writer. All true children of God share
in it. Hebrew authorities point to an instructive fact in connection with the word translated" thoughts." Thus Dr. Gill in loco
observes, "The word for thoughts is used of branches of trees,
thick and entwined, and so denotes perplexed and distressing
thoughts, such as good men so~etimes have concerning God,
His awful and tremendous majesty, the perfection of His nature,
particularly His power, purity, and holiness; concerning their
relation to Him, His presence with them, and goodwill towards
them, which, because of their sins, they are ~eady to doubt of ;
thoughts concerning sin,-that there are no sins like theirs, attended
with such aggravated circumstances: that they are such as will
not be forgiven; or they fear their corruptions will be too many
for them, and they shall perish by them; or, that they shall so fall
as to bring dishonour on the ways of God; and sometimes that
they have sinned against the Holy Ghost i-thoughts concerning
the law of God, that their sins are a violation of the holiness and
spirituality of it, by comparing themselves with which they find
they are deficient, and very carnal, and ready to fear that all the
curses of it belong to them, and the condemnation of it will light
upon them; thoughts concerning Christ the Saviour, that He
is the Saviour of others but not of them, that He is able to save,
but they cannot think that He is willing to save such vile sinners
as they are ;-thoughts concerning the work of the Spirit of God
upon them, calling it into question, fearing it was never begun"
because of the power and prevalence of sin and corruption in them ;'
-thoughts concerning their present and future state, how it is
with them now, and how it will be with them hereafter: how they
shall pass through the troubles and difficulties of this world, and
pass over Jordan's river, or get through the valley of the shadow
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of death, and how they shall appear before the judgment-seat of
God, and how things will be with them to all eternity ;-these are
some of the perplexing and distressing thoughts, a multitude of
which rise up at times in the minds of God's people who yet are
favoured with the same gracious. experience as the Psalmist was."
What child of God reading these lines has not like searching,
humbling, painful seasons of "thought" 1 Herein, however,
he differs from the unregenerate, natural man. Such perplexing,
conflicting frames of soul are peculiar to those who, because
regenerated by the Spirit of life and grace, are partakers of two
opposite natures-flesh and spirit-the dominant principles
actuating one of them being unsanctified reason, and of the other
faith in God. These antagonistic principles are seated deep in
the respective natures of the child of God, and are the secret cause
of a "multitude of thoughts" in the soul.
The Psalmist uses the term "within me," denoting the
intimacy or closeness of his grief. The Septuagint Version
implies-" in my very heart." As Solomon has said, "The
heart knoweth his own bitterness."
It is secret, it is
sacred. Human comfort cannot pacify this inward turbulence,
human wisdom fails to interpret the mystery. This mental
agitation is aptly illustrated by the action of the wind on
the branches of a tree. How soon does even a slight breath set
the branches in motion, and the complex mass sways hither and
thither as the storm rises in its strength. So are the multitudinous
thoughts of the heart when once they are stirred by the hand of
God, or of Satan. Sometimes reason, and at others faith is in the
ascendant; but, in either, the believer's soul is the arena or battleground on which the conflict is waged. The soul is the sentient
subject of the perplexity, agitation, distress, and grief. The
occasion of this mental exercise sometimes arises from an incident
-comparatively small-in the walk and conduct of God's dear
children. A false step, a surprising temptation, a wrong action,
affords" the Accuser of the Brethren" a favourable opportunity
to worry and distress the objects of his malice and enmity. He
gladly takes advantage of it, and, knowing that he is powerless to
destroy, he seeks to create such doubts and fears in the conscience
of the Father's little ones as robs them of the enjoyment of sweet
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fellowship with Him for the time present, and causes them to walk
in gloominess and bondage of soul. So long as Satan can, he aims
at diverting the humble faith of God's tempted ones from the
gracious provision of the Gospel-" And if any man sin, we have
an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous, and
He is the propitiation for our sins." But the Spirit of Oonsolation is nigh at hand to deliver the captive from the mighty
and cruel one.
Mark well, dear reader, the minute word "in" as it stands in
our encouraging text: "In the multitude of my thoughts within
me Thy comforts delight my soul." Just when the climax of
perplexing, distracting, tempestuous thoughts was reached, then
the comforts of the God of all consolation were promptly made
to delight, or refresh, the troubled soul. Such comforts come
immediately from God Himself. A discriminating divine on this
word "in" says, "That is, just when they were come to their
height and extremity in me. The comforts of God are seasonable,
and observe the proper time for their coming, neither too soon
nor too late, but 'in,' that is, just in the very point and nick of
time." When the Lord, the Spirit, appears for the consolation of
troubled, burdened, distracted hearts, it is indeed a time of
restoration and renewal. "Thy comforts." They flow direct
from Jehovah's heart, and are as free as they are abundant. How
fresh, how sweet are they to the sorrowful, anxious, wounded
spirit of the child of God. "Who," wrote Mr. Spurgeon,-" Who
can muse upon eternal love, immutable purposes, Oovenant
promises, finished redemption, the risen Saviour, His union with
His people, the coming glory, and such like themes, without feeling
his heart leaping with joy 1 The little world within is, like the
great world without, full of confusion and strife; but when Jesus
enters it, and whispers, 'Peace be unto you,' there is a calm, yea,
a rapture of bliss." When, by His tender, timely ministrations,
the Spirit of Oonsolation applies the assuring promises of Divine
grace, the downcast, depressed soul is delivered, like a bird from
the snare of the fowler, and soars on high with inexpressible joy
and gratitude to the presence of its God, there to renew the
communion which for a gloomy season has been interrupted and
mourned. The sprinkled blood of Christ restores peace and
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gladness. It is as a renewal of the espousals between the soul and
her beloved Lord. "My Beloved spake, and said unto me, Rise
up, My love, My fair one, and come away. For 10, the winter is
past, the rain is over and gone; the flowers appear on the earth;
the time of the singing of birds is come, and the voice of the turtle
is heard in our land: the fig-tree putteth forth her green figs, and
the vines with the tender grape give a good smell. Arise, My love,
My fair one, and come away." Thus it is often that seasons of
darkness and mental conflict are, by sanctifying grace, preparations
for closer fellowship with the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.
" Though ye have lien among the pots, yet shall ye be as the wings
of a dove covered with silver, and her feathers with yellow gold."
Well can we understand that Scripture which tells us that the little
company who sorely mourned the death of their Lord and
Master, were beyond measure rejoiced when His risen presence
turned their captivity and dried up their tears-" Then were the
disciples glad when they saw the Lord." Old things passed
away; behold all things became new! When sins are blotted
out and iniquities are forgiven, it is " meet" to make spiritually
merry and be glad, for the "God of pardons" is thereby
glorified, His faithfulness is magnified, and His salvation is
exalted. The humble, too, hear thereof, and are made glad.
It, further, tends to confirm the hearts that have been
exercised in hope for the future. Anxious thoughts may return
again, and so the remembrance of former deliverances may
graciously serve to cheer and strengthen.
" His love in times past forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink;
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review
Confirms His good pleasure to help me quite through.
" Since all that I meet shall work for my good,
The bitter is sweet, the medicine is food;
Though painful at present, 'twill cease before long,
And then, oh, how pleasant the conqueror'S' song ! "

J. O.
MAN, left to himself, wanders into sin, disgrace, and danger; therefore the Lord gives the Holy Spirit to lead and guide His children. The
Spirit always leads us out of ourselves to Christ.-Rev. James Smith.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" He is near that fustifieth Me,. who will contend with Me? let us stand
together: who is Mine adversary? let him come near to Me. Behold,
the Lord God will help Me,. who is he that shall condemn Me? lo,
they all shall wax old as a garment,. the moth shall eat them up. Who
is among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of His
servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no light? let him trust in
the name of the Lord, and stay upon his God."-IsA. 1. 8-10.
SURELY we have in the chapter before us a prophetic declaration of the
rejection of the Messiah by the Jews, and some precious discoveries
likewise of the life, character, and work of Jehovah-Jesus in and for
His Church. There stands forth the Man, God's" fellow," the One
Who alone had" the tongue of the learned"; the willing Servant of
Jehovah, Whose ear was opened, and He "was not rebellious,
neither turned away back." He could say in the language before us,
" I gave My back to the smiters, and My cheeks to them that plucked
off the hair; I hid not My face from shame and spitting." Oh! was
there any such degradation, any sorrow like unto that suffered by the
Man of Sorrows, the innocent, spotless Victim ~ Yet His confidence
is unchanged in His Father Who bruised Rim and put Him to grief,
and He says (verse 7), "For the Lord God will help Me, therefore I
shall not be confounded; therefore have I set My face like a flint. I
know that I shall not be ashamed." He is speaking that He knew
and that He had heard of His Father in vision when He spake to
His holy One, saying, "I have laid help upon One that is mighty; I
have exalted One chosen out of the people. I have found David, My
Servant; with My holy oil have I anointed Him; with Whom My
hand shall be established; Mine arm also shall strengthen Him"
(Ps. lxxxix. 19-21). And then He gives forth that mighty challenge,
and searches the universe over to find One Who can contend with Him;
who can condemn the innocent, guiltless, sinless, Lamb of God ~ "He
is near that justifieth Me; who will contend with Me ~ let us stand
together; who is Mine adversary ~ let him come near to Me." What
a challenge! Accepted by none; but put to confusion was every
enemy, and "Jesus was left alone," yet not alone, for the Father was
with Him; and He alone was exalted to the highest place that Heaven
could afford, whilst in the setting of Jesus on high by the arch-enemy,
they had, in their sin and shame, fulfilled the eternal counsel and foreknowledge of God. And" Jesus lives Whom they crucified; He Whom
they slew and hanged upon a tree hath God raised up, because it was not
possible for death to hold Him."
Yes! He rose. The Victor, Conqueror, and Justifier of His people.
Hence they can say in holy confidence, "Who shall lay anything to
the charge of God's elect ~ It is God that justifieth, Who is he that
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condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea, rather, is risen again, Who
is even at the right hand of God,Who also maketh intercession for us."
A glorious challenge this, and a gracious answer!
And so interwoven was all His work in and for His Body the Church,
that every member may take up the language of our verses and triumph
in his Head, because of the truth fulfilled in them by their mighty
Breaker Who is gone up before them.
Child of God, you must needs tread in some humble far-off measure
the steps of your Divine Leader. You must go through-though in, oh,
how far lesser experience-the humbling before the exaltation, the
suffering before the reigning. Look well to the abasing, and you shall
not need to look for the exalting, for" everyone that exalteth himself
shall be abased, and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted."
" The Lord God will help me; who is he that shall condemn me ? "
But there are very low times in one's spiritual experience; when the
enemy comes in like a flood, and Satan accuses and man seems to
prevail, and the child of God fears he will sink and fall away beyond
recovery. "When the enemy comes in like a flood"! Oh ,! when the
storm gathers, the waves lash their fury upon our little bark, and the
enemies are many, lively, and strong. Amalek, Egypt, and Philistia,
all combined seemingly in one force to beat down and overthrow the
poor child of God in his far-spent pilgrimage; then, then, dear fighting,
weary pilgrim, is the word of our text made so precious, "He is near
that justifieth me; who will contend with me? let us stand together;
who is mine adversary? let him come near to me." Look at the
margin. Who is mine adversary? is, who is master of my c&unsel?
And that turns the whole matter about. And the very thing that
seemed to be our final overthrow is for establishment. The very
one who was to be our adversary is made master of our cause, and
" The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace." " Rejoice
not then against me, 0 mine enemy; when I fall, I shall arise; when I
sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto me."
o child of God, get away alone with your God, the Master of your
counsel in your battles; in your dark days; in your conflicts! Do
your business in the deep waters alone with Him, and see the works of
the Lord for you thus. Seek much grace for this. Seek to give your
companions, His sons and daughters, your bright side. Encourage
them by outward testimony and glad rehearsal of His faithfulness,
His goodness, His mercy in the past. The writer has long been convinced of His mind in this matter. Perhaps some dear children of
God may be groaning under unbelief and temptation like yourself, and
rather than root them the firmer in that miserable low estate, your
glad testimony to a delivering God may, by His gracious condescensjon, lift them out of the mire in which their feet had well-nigh
sunk.
May He so order our conversation and tune our hearts to
praise, praise, praise Him, that we show the bright side to our fellow
pilgrims and leave Him Who alone can deal with us wisely, faithfully,
graciously, and victoriously to know the black side of our cloud. Seek
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to help by encouragement rather than distress; by the language of hope
rather than dejection; by so abundantly uttering the memory of His
great goodness in the past as to leave no shadow of a doubt that the
Faithful and True will forego His word and leave you. And
though at present walking in darkness and having no light may be
your apportioned way, yet" let him trust in the name of the Lord, and
stay upon his God." For"Who waits for Thy salvation, Lord,
Shall thy salvation see."

Let him trust in the Name 0/ the Lord! Oh! it requires great faith
to trust a slaying God. Yet Job attained it. Gracious God-given
faith in that dear tried servant enabled him to say, " Though He slay
me, yet will I trust in Him," and that is the language of the Church, " I
held Him, and would not let Him go." It is a low place in experience
when the child of God is brought to this slaying point. To see death
written across the promises-to see not our signs nor tokens; all
evidences of His work in us-as never begun, put out of sight, and the
midnight cry of the soul, "Hath God forgotten," wrung from our
hearts! But lie we ever so low at His feet, wait we ever so long and so
wearily, yet faith, gracious faith, never-dying faith, because of its
Divine Author, says within, Let Him smite, let Him slay, yet will I trust
in Him; and even though it bring not manifest peace at the time, it
saves the soul from utter despair; and faith, having nothing to rest upon
but bare omnipotence, accredits her God able to deliver, perfectly just
in all His ways, and Divine in all His performances, whilst somewhere,
deep down in the recesses of the heart, there is a tiny spark of neverdying hope, which cannot give up saying to her soul, "Hope thou in
God "; and thus she waits long, waits enduringly, and waits not in
vain. For she waits for blessing. She receives those "peaceable
fruits" of her God's "afterward." As Erskine puts it,
" Heaven's healing work is oft commenced with wounds;
Terror begins what lovingkindness crowns."
Mercy is ever of swift wings to follow judgment; the hand that
smites is ever more ready to heal; the One Who has power to cast
down is tenderly near to raise up again. Let us, therefore, beloved
readers, seek to counsel one another, that when we are walking" in
darkness and have no light," we trust in the Name of the Lord, and
, , stay ourselves" upon our God.

R.
EVERY relation in which Jesus stands to His people is precious. He
is not only our Saviour, but our Brother, possessing our nature, being
part of the same family. He watches over us with a Brother's eye,
and loves with a Brother's love. He is the Brother born for adversity.
-Rev. James Smith.
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THE MYSTERY AND MARROW OF THE BIBLE IN GOD'S
COVENANTS.-No. XXXVIII.
By FRANCIS ROBERTS, M.A., 1657, A.D.-Edited by the Rev. J. E.
WALKER, M.A.

(Continued from page 555.)
ONE of the chief excellencies of our devout Author's work "On the
Covenants" lies in the way in which he has traced the gradual development of God's revelation of grace through six successive administrations
of promise-several of which, as belonging to the One Eternal Covenant,
are themselves called "Covenants"-until the final and seventh
administration of fulfilment, in the better Covenant, was confirmed
and sealed in the most precious Death and Resurrection of our Lord,
by Whom, as the Mediator of the Everlasting Covenant, all the counsels
of grace have been perfected for ever.
Now it is remarkable that under the six dispensations of promise
the Covenant is said to have been made by God with six persons, as
representative and typical persons, and with their (spiritul\l) seed after
them, by actual word; Noah, Abraham together with Isaac and Jacob,
with Phineas also, and with David. With all these it is expressly said
that God was pleased, in His most merciful and loving condescension,
to enter into covenant. It is not said so of Adam, to whom the earliest
promise was yet given, nor to Moses, nor to the leaders of the returning
captivity. If Exodus xxxiv. 27 should be pleaded to the contrary, it
may be replied that Moses is there rather spoken of as among the
people than as a representative or typical person.
It is not said so of Adam, for Adam's principal federal relation, as
the head of the human race, was to the Covenant of works, which, when
broken (Hos. vi. 7), admitted of no restoration. Thus St. Paul directly
contrasts the first Adam and the last Adam. It is true indeed that
Adam was, as a single person undone and fallen by his own transgression, within the gracious purposes of the Covenant of promise, and yet
it is also true that it is never said that God entered into covenant with
him, because by this, as it is necessary to remember-his name being
so immediately identified with the broken Covenant of Works-the
antithesis between the first and last Adam would have been obscured.
The promise was only made of the Seed of the woman, and that in
the words said of Eve.
Nor would it appear to be said of Moses, perhaps because he was,
pre-eminently, the lawgiver. So jealous indeed was God of the glory
of the Law, as the temporal expression of His Eternal Righteousness,
that the minister and mediator of the Legal Covenant, though himself
sinful and human, might not die after the manner of men, nor even in
the sight of men, nor might he be buried by human hands. By" the
kiss of God," says the sweet old Jewish tradition, did Moses die. By
the hands of God was he laid in the unknown sepulchre. It would
even seem from his appearing in bodily presence with Elias upon the
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Mount of Transfiguration that his dead body was not suffered by God
to lie long in the grave where God's Hands had laid him to rest in a
valley in the land of Moab. As the minister of the Eternal Law it
might not then be said that God made His Covenant with Moses who
was the lawgivel, for in the Law was contained "the ministration of
condemnation," though it could not annul, but indeed typically
confirmed, and with an enlarged wealth of prefigurative symbols and
signs, the Abrahamic Covenant of promise and of faith.
When the Captivity returned to the Holy City, made desolate for
the idolatrous apostasy of the people of the external Covenant, the
sixth dispensation of the Eternal Covenant-the last dispensation of
hope and promise-was to usher in the full and perfect glory of the
seventh, the New or Better Covenant. So the ministration is not given
personally, but has a wider relation as preparative to the dispensation
of the Spirit. Zerubbabel and Joshua were indeed illustrious types of
Christ, as King, and Lord, and Priest, but it is never said that the
Covenant was made with them: rather with the people, to whom, as
typical of the children of the Eternal Covenant-" the people" for
whose redemption He, Who was born at Bethlehem, was called Jesus-it was said: "I will be their God, and they shall be My people" (Jer.
xxxi. 31-34).
Now to Noah, to Abraham together ,vith Isaac and J acob, to Phinehas
also, and to David, God said: "I will make My Covenant with you,
and with your seed after you"-the natural seed being typical of the
spiritual-and those federal persons, who were all types of Christ, were,
Phinehas excepted, representatives also of the Church, though the Church
is only called by the name of one of them, and that one, by the word of
the Divine Comforter Himself, poor, wrestling, exiled Jacob, for the
true Church has all those marks and tokens; being known by conflict
as certainly as by victory; by halting and weakness as well as by
strength and power; named J acob as "leaning upon the Beloved in
the way through the wilderness," rather than Abraham. And yet it
is true that even the Father of the faithful often stumbled in his pilgrimway! Oh, how the soul longs to feel the realization of the words, " This
is the victory which overcometh the world, even our faith," and yet
has to confess how faint and weary she becomes in the path of unceasing
conflict and sad affliction! (Gen. xlvii. 9.)
Phinehas represents the Priesthood of our Lord, and perhaps it may
have been the Divine intention that thus, after Aaron's unhappy sin
in the idolatry of the golden calf, the Covenant should be expressed
rather under his son's name who was faithful, than under his own. All
the rest, as federal persons, represent Christ and the Church under the
two-fold aspect attached to their life's story, and thus they stood for
their several dispensations, in which it pleased the Will of God to reveal
in a continually increasing clearness His Covenant of grace in Christ
Jesus.
It is as David represents the whole election of grace that we now
consider the Covenant made with him.
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These words of Witsius are distinctly true :" Such is the inexhaustible copiousness of the holy scriptures that
not only the words are significative of things, but that even the things,
which are first signified by the words, do likewise represent other
things, which they were appointed to prefigure long before they happened. Christ, principally, and St. Paul have informed us of this,
when they apply most of the things, which happened under the old
dispensation, to the Messiah, and to the economy of a better Testament.
And indeed, if the old institutions had not their mystical significations,
they might deservedly be accounted unworthy of God. These are
things, which not only Christians require to be granted to them, but
also were acknowledged by the ancient Jews, who, besides a literal or
plain meaning, sought also a mystical sense in Scripture. And it was
a constant and received opinion amongst them, that all things were
mystical in the law of Moses, and therefore may be mystically explained.
" Their mystical signification points to Christ, in His Person, offices,
and works, and in His spiritual body, the Church: for Christ is the
End of the law (Rom. x. 4), or Substance of the ceremonial shadows
(Col. ii. 17), and the Centre of the prophecies (Acts x. 43). The doctrine
of Christ is the key of knowledge (Luke xi. 42), without which nothing
can be savingly understood in Moses .and the Prophets. As is apparent
in the Pharisees of old, and the Socinians in our day; who, being
tainted with false notions concerning the Messiah, pollute all the testimonies concerning the common salvation by their impure interpretations. It was very well said that' the Lord Jesus Christ was the Spirit
and Soul of the whole, both of the Old and New Testaments.'
"It is an unquestionable truth, that the Old Testament believers,
especially those who were favoured with a fuller measure of the Spirit,
applied themselves, with peculiar diligence, to find out the mystical
meaning of the types; in which study they were very much assisted
by the prophets and divinely-inspired priests. Thus David declared
that he had seen God in the sanctuary (Ps. lxiii. 2), that is, that he had,
by the figures of the levitical service, searched, by holy meditation,
into the very truth of the things. This made believers then so cheerful
in the acts of external worship; not that they were very much taken
with those minute corporal performances, but that they beheld in them
the beauty of Jeh'ovah, and inquired in His temple (Ps. xxvii. 4). They
were not put off with mere shadows, but were satisfied with the goodness
of God's house, even of His holy temple,. and though it was but darkly,
yet they heard Him there speaking terrible things in righteousness
(Ps. lxv. 4, 5).
"The strength of those arguments rests on this supposition, that
God was pleased to give the Church at that time, in those memorable
persons of the Old Testament to whom some remarkable things happened in an extraordinary way, and in the whole of His instituted
worship, a beautiful picture, and one becoming the accuracy of so
great an artist, in which Christ with His mystical Body might be
delineated. The Apostle, when he argued with the Jews, in his epistles
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to the Galatians and Hebrews, lays this down as a fundamental truth;
and having laid that foundation, directly proceeds, with a kind of
divine skill, to the application of the types. For, when there is any
thing in the antitype resembling the type, it is justly affirmed, that
God, Who knows all things from the beginning, ordered the type in
such a manner, that it might signify beforehand that truth which was
in the antitype. Unless we would rather maintain, that the likeness
of an ingenious picture to the original was rather the effect of chance,
than of the intention of the artist; which is contrary to all reason."
Again he has rightly added :" Whenever it is evident that any person or thing is a type of Christ,
we are not to imagine that every circumstance in that person or thing
is typical. For it may be that, in the same context, some things are
peculiar only to the type, others only to the antitype, and others
common to both. For instance, in 2 Sam. vii. Solomon is proposed as
a type of Christ. But this verse agrees to Solomon, and not to Christ;
< If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men, and
with the stripes of the children of men' (ver. 14); and this to Christ,
and not to Solomon, in its full signification-' I will establish the throne
{)f His kingdom for ever' (ver. 13). For the kingdom became extinct
in the posterity of Solomon by the Babylonish captivity. And this
again is applicable to both-' He shall build a house for My name.' W ~
may consider other instances in the same manner."~.
Our Author has well said: "This Covenant made' by. God with
David and his seed was a Covenant of faith in Jesus Christ as promised.
For in its nature it was not a Covenant of works, holding forth righteousness and life upon condition of perfect doing; but a Covenant of faith
in Christ, ministering Righteousness and Life through faith in Christ,
.and that in Christ, as He was promised, and as He was to be revealed
afterwards in the fulness of time. That this is the nature of God's
Covenant with David and his seed may be thus evinced.
"David indeed remained still under the obligation' and authority
of the Sinai-Covenant after this more perfect Covenant was made
with him, as well as before. Before this Covenant was made with
David, he was under the obligation of the Sinai-Covenant. This is
plain. By David' 8 enquiring of the Lord by the levitical Ephod and
by Abiathar the Priest, and by the Lord's own answer. By his zeal
and diligence in bringing up the Ark of God (the chiefest of the holy
things in the Tabernacle) into the place prepared for it in the City of
David. By his offering of levitical sacrifices-burnt-offerings and
peace-offerings. By his zealous purposes for building a House to the
Lord, even an habitation for Him to put His Name there, as God had
promised by Moses. After God had made this Covenant with David
he was also under the obligation of the Sinai-Covenant. For, as soon
as Nathan had revealed God's Covenant to David and to his house,
David presently went into the Tabernacle before the Ark with his
praise and prayer before the Lord. After his sin in the matter of
Uriah the Hittite, he went into the levitical House of the Lord and
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worshipped. He also sought the pardon of his sin in that phrase,
, Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be
whiter than snow,' alluding to the ceremonial purgations and washings.
And he promised' burnt-offerings, whole burnt-offerings, and bullocks'
to be offered upon God's altar. In his flight from Absalom, his son,
David had Zadok, the priest, and all the levites with him, bearing the
Ark of the Covenant of God. When he had carnally numbered the
people, whereupon the Lord slew in three days 70,000 men with the
pestilence, 'he built an altar, and offered burnt-offerings and peaceofferings, aE the Lord commanded him,' for the staying of the plague.
Finally, before his death, he made great preparations for the building
of the Temple, received the pattern of it from God, gave it to Solomon,
instructing and encouraging him unto the work. Both before and
after his Covenant David was under the full obligation of the SinaiCovenant, because that Covenant remained in full force from the giving
of it at Mount Sinai till the Death of Christ at .Jerusalem. Now David,
both before and after this Covenant was made with him, remaining
still under the Sinai-Covenantl', these Covenants must needs be botk
of like nature, Covenants of faith in Christ presignified and promiaed, for David could not at one and the same time be under the
obligation of two auch opposite Covenants as of works and faith.
"Jesus Christ, to be revealed long after the times of David, was the
great Covenant-blessing promised to David in this Covenant, the
perpetuity of David's seed and of his kingdom having its fullest accomplishment in Jesus Christ and His everlasting Kingdom. Now Jesus
Chl:ist was never revealed in the Covenant of works, wherein is no need
of a Mediator, but only in the Covenant of grace and faith. And that
Covenant of faith, which reveals and promises Christ as to be Personally
revealed afterwards, is properly to be referred to the Covenants of
proIllise.
.
"David, even under this Covenant which God' made with him,
describes and sets forth the Righteousness of faith without our own
works of the Law, as Paul shows (Ps. xxxii. 1, 2). Therefore this
Covenant with David was a Covenant of faith, not of works; the Righteousness of faith without works being the peculiar tenor of the
Covenant of faith.
"IV. David and his seed (with whoIll this Covenant was Illade)
were (as has been said) special types of Jesus Christ, the true David,
principally intended in this Covenant. Consequently this Covenant
was a Covenant of faith in Christ proIllised, Who is the very foundation
of this Covenant."
And here Illay we pause to insist that these argUIllents overthrow
entirely the COIllIllon belief, that arises froIll a strained and exaggerated
interpretation of St. Paul's words in Gal. v. 1-4, and Heb. xii. 18-22 ;
that the Sinai-Covenant was essentially and radically opposed as a
Covenant to the Zion-Covenant. The words of the saIlle Epistle to
the Hebrews, indeed, ought to altogether forbid such thoughts to the
graciously instructed Illind, for it is expressly said that the difference
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was comparative and not absolute. Else what is the meaning of the
adjective, " the better Covenant "~ And how could the opposition be
absolute, when David, abiding, as our Author says, under the sanction
and obligation of the Mosaic Covenant, is called, nevertheless, as a
chief witness-yes, and together with Moses himself-by the same
Apos~le, to the blessedness of every soul, which is justified through
faith in the Righteousness of Jesus Christ and without works ~ (Ps.
xxxii. 1-2, quoted in Rom. iv. 6-8.) When David magnifies the
Abrahamic Covenant of grace and faith, as St. Paul al80 does, it is
without a single indication of any consciousness of any-the leasthostility or opposition between that earlier dispensation-so fundamental to all the succeeding ministrations of the One Eternal Covenant
-and the later legal dispensation. The spirit of the bondwoman had
no place in David's attachment to the Divinely-appointed service of
the earthly sanctuary, under which he lived and wrote, and in his
prayers and psalms we may find expressed the spiritual relation between
that typical economy and every elect soul that was quickened by grace
in those preparative times for the Gospel, for the Sinai-Covenant
endured until" the Redeemer came to Zion." When, in his great confession, David therefore employs the symbolic language of the Law, he
turns his soul away from all that was merely outward and ceremonial
to the inward and experimental: "Purge me with hyssop, and I shall
be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow" (Ps. li. 7). And
this prayer cry is made not to the Aaronical but to the Divine High
Priest: "Thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it; Thou
delightest not in burnt-offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken
spirit; a broken and a contrite heart, 0 God, Thou wilt not despise"
(Ps. li. 16, 17).
This spiritual" inwardness," which could not rest upon the external
and typical things of the ancient religion, and that could only be
satisfied with grace felt within, breathes in every psalm of David. How
the cry of the living soul is heard in those words: "As the hart panteth
after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after Thee, 0 God. My
soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall I come and
appear before God ~ " (Ps. xlii. 1, 2.)
St. Paul himself cannot excel in clearness of expression the testimony of the thirty-second Psalm to the doctrine of justifying grace.
And the Christian faith can rise no higher, nor find more acceptable
voices of spiritual worship and communion than those of the Psalms
of David and of the Canticles of Solomon.
In the later times of this royal Covenant, how fully and clearly the
prophecies of Isaiah maintain the same inwardness of grace: Christ,
presignified and foretold; Christ in the heart as its redemption and
righteousness is all and everything! The opening words of Isa. xl.
1-2, which John Newton sweetly interprets, "Speak to the heart of
Jerusalem" (and comp. Hos. ii. 14, 15), "for she hath received twice
as much grace, or double mercy, for her single sinfulness," set the key
to the whole of the rest of this" Book of consolation." All that is
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said after of righteousness and redemption is said, as these are and can
only become applied by the Comforter to the heart--to the heart which
He, the Holy Ghost, has quickened unto faith, and so the Apostle has
said (quoting even the words of the Law) :" The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that
is, the word of faith which we preach;
"That, if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and
shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead,
thou shalt be saved.
" For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the
mouth confession is made unto salvation" (Rom. x. 8-10).
Habakkuk, who prophesied towards the close of the royal period
under J osiah-within, then, the times of this royal Covenant, and
while the Sinaitic Covenant was still enduring-gives the very words
which St. Paul loves to repeat as the Divine witness to the free justification of the soul when quickened, under either Testament, unto faith
(Hab. ii. 4; and Rom. i. 17; Gal. iii. 11; Heb. x. 38). How sweetly
the three prophets-Nahum, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah-follow after
those glorious words of Micah, in which he seems to pronounce his own
name" Who is a God like unto Thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth
by the transgression of the remnant of His heritage 1 He retaineth
not His anger for ever, because He delighteth in mercy.
" He will turn again, He will have compassion; He will subdue our
iniquities; and Thou wilt cast all their sins into the depth of the sea.
"Thou wilt perform the truth to J acob, and the mercy to Abraham,
which Thou hast sworn unto our fathers from the days of old" (Micah
vii. 18-20):
and in which, as a prophet under the Mosaic Covenant, he consents
entirely with St. Paul in his words of the Abrahamic Covenant :" And this I say, that the Covenant, that was confirmed before of
God in Christ, the law, which was four hundred and thirty years after,
cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of none effect.
"For, if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of promise: but
God gave it to Abraham by promise" (Gal. iii. 17, 18).
For if "Micah" means "Who is like Jehovah," "Nahum" is
interpreted" consolation," " Habakkuk," "the bosom,'·' the bosom of
God, which is the home of every justified and forgiven soul, and
"Zephaniah" is "whom Jehovah hides" (comp. Zeph. ii. 3). Surely
the two silver trumpets-the Law and the Gospel-are" of one whole
piece" (in the Hebrew, "beaten work "), and they have one melody of
grace when filled with the breath of our High Priest, whether blown
over the typical peace-offerings in the Old Testament, or over the
anti-typical Oblation of Golgotha under the New, the One Sacrifice
only that could" take away sin, and make the worshipper accepted"
(Heb. x. 1-22).
But let us hear our Author again in certain sweet" inferences" :38
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" Hence, God's Covenant with David was His Gospel to David. For
this was a Covenant of faith, preaching the glad tidings of Life and
Salvation by Jesus Christ! to all that believe in Him, and particularly
to David and all His believing seed. And this is pure Gospel. Oh,
how sweet was this Gospel-Covenant to blessed David, saying of it:
This is all my salvation, and all my desire. As it was said of J acob,
that his life was bound up in his son's life: so it might be infinitely
more said of David, that his life, salvation, and delight were bound up
in this Covenant, and in Jesus Christ, his promised Seed that should
sit upon His throne for ever. When, therefore, we read God's Covenant
with David, or the explanation thereof in the Old or New Testament,
we should still remember we are reading the Gospel of God in Jesus
Christ: and that should allure us to read on, and meditate therein
with great delight.
"Hence God's Covenant with David was one of the Covenants of
promise. The Covenant of faith comprises in it: (1) the Covenants
of promise in Christ, promised from the foundation of the world, and
to be revealed in Human Flesh in the fulness of time; (2) the Covenant
of fulfilment in Christ actually manifested in the Flesh. And this is,
only, the New Covenant. Now this Covenant with David had reference
to Christ Who should be revealed, in Incarnation, of the house and
lineage of David; and, therefore, it was not the Covenant of fulfilment,
but one of the Covenants of promise; yet an eminent Covenant of
promise, in some regards surpassing all that went before. Therefore
David, his house, and the whole Church of the Jews had their hopes
and expectations sweetly raised towards Christ, and their longing
desires exceedingly inflamed and incited after Christ by this Covenant."
The Lord of Hosts (2 Sam. vii. 8). This title of the God of Heaven
is found first in the inspired books that contain the history of David
(1 Sam. i. 11). It seems thus dedicated to the royal annals of the
kingdom, and claims all sovereignty for the Eternal King. It is found
some 260 times in the Old Testament.
The Rock of Israel (2 Sam. xxiii. 3-5). Upon this our Author says :" When David in his last words comforted himself with God's Covenant, the foundation of his faith and hope, he thus prefaced them, ' The
God of Israel said, the Rock of Israel spake to me': that is, Israel's
Covenant-God, Who had accepted them as His peculiar treasure, as His
special people; Who dwelt in the midst of them, and walked amongst
them, and is nigh unto them in all things that they call upon Him for.
This God of Israel became David's Covenant-God, spake to him many
times by inspiration, and gave Him this Covenant in vision. Again,
, The Rock of Israel'; that is, 'The Rock,' by emphasis; the only
Rock in the world; 'For Who is God save the Lord ~ or Who is a Rock
save our God ~ , (Ps. xviii. 31). He is the only sure, immutable, everlasting, and all-sufficient Foundation, Fortress, and Refuge of His
people, flying to Him, and trusting in Him. He is their Rock of
salvation (Deut. xxxii. 15); their Rock and their Salvation (Ps.lxii. 7) ;
their Rock and Redeemer (Ps. xix. 15); their Rock of refuge (Ps. xciv.
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22); the Rock of their strength (Ps. lxii. 7, 8, and xxxi. 3; Isa. xvii.
10); He became the Rock of David's heart, and his portion for ever."
" He shall cry unto Me, Thou art My Father." "This is spoken in
reference to God's Covenant with David (Ps. lxxxix. 26), yea, this is
one clause of the Covenant. 'Father' 'is a name of most loving, sweet,
and comfortable relation. And no father in the world is such a Father
as this God of all grace, in Whom alone all fatherly perfections and
properties are all-sufficient, immutable, eternal, infinite. This Heavenly
Father became David's Covenant-Father. How confidently, how
prevailingly might David look up by faith and prayer to this Father."
" , As the God of David.' 'He shall cry unto Me, Thou art My
Father, My God,' said the Lord, in His recital of His Covenant with
David. By this Covenant God intended to enable David to plead his
interest in God as his God. To have the Lord for our Covenant-God in
Christ, and to be able in assurance of faith to say, ' Thou art my God,'
is a high degree of happiness. Yea, this is the highest Covenantblessing."
"As the Rock of David's salvation. In the Lord's giving of His
Covenant to David, He represents Himself also thus: 'He shall cry
unto Me, Thou art my Father, my God, and the Rock of my salvation.'
Of what salvation? Of all salvation, temporal, spiritual, and eternal.
The whole stress of all his salvation should rest and be founded on
God alone, as the Rock thereof. And so, resting upon Him, David's
salvation should be strong, sure, unshaken, and constant. Hence
David, looking upon God's Covenant, ' ordered in all things and sure,'
comforted himself against all the adversities and afflictions in his family,
saying, 'Therefore this is all my salvation, and all my desire, although
He make it not to grow.' "
We may pass over the Covenant-relation to David himself, for what
is true of this will be also as true to all his spiritual seed. But we must
linger upon the testimonies in David's own words, so pathetically said,
to the freeness and sovereignty of the Lord's goodness and mercy to him.
"The inward moving cause" (says our Puritan Author) "of this
Covenant was only God's own rich grace and mercy. As appears: (1)
by David's thankful acknowledgments presently upon God's revealing
of this Covenant to him by Nathan, saying, ' According to Thine own
heart (of Thy mere grace, not of any merit of mine) hast Thou done all
these great things' (these great things of this Covenant now revealed
by Nathan), ' to make Thy servant know them.' Or, as it is elsewhere,
, According to Thine own heart hast Thou done all this greatness, in
making known all these greatnesses '; that is, according to the mere
.good pleasure of Thine own Will hast Thou revealed this Covenant to
me. Thou hast fetched all motives and impulses from within Thyself
only, from Thine own mere grace and mercy. (Hence, Peter Martyr:
" According to Thine own heart. For God is so good, that He expects
not our merits, but is moved by His own will and mercy.) Therefore
St. Paul has said, , God worketh all things according to the counsel of
His own will (Eph. i. ll)."
(2) By God's own testimony, calling the
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substance of this Covenant, Mercy: not only materially, because the
blessings covenanted therein were mercies, a compound (or quintessence)
of mercy: and that not only because they were promised and performed as mercies; but also because they were the peculiar fruits and
effects of the Divine mercy and grace. "My faithfulness and My
mercy shall be with him, and in My Name shall his horn be exalted.'
, My mercy will I keep for him for evermore; and My Covenant shall
stand fast with him.' Ethan also, the Ezrahite, speaking of this
Covenant, styles it by way of emphasis, mercy: 'For I have said
mercy shall be built up for ever: Thy faithfulness shalt Thou establish
in the very heavens.'
"2. The outward moving cause of this Covenant was only Christ
Jesus, the Messiah, and His merit, in Whom alone the Lord so accepted
David as to make this excellent Covenant with him; not anything at
all in David's person or in his family. Hence David, in his thankful
return to God for this Covenant, first removes all causality of it from
himself, then casts it all upon the Messiah. He confesses that nothing
in him could move or incline God to grace him with such favour:
, Then went King David in and sat before the Lord, and he said, Who
am I, 0 Lord God 1 and what is my house, that Thou bast brought me
hitherto 1 ' (2 Sam. vii. 18). As if he had said, '0 Lord, I am even
astonished at this transcendent Covenant-mercy. For there is nothing
in me, nor in my house, that might in the least measure incite
Thee thereunto.' "
And then our Author parallels 2 Sam. vii. 21, and 1 Chron. xvii. 19 :
" for Thy word's sake" with "for Thy servant's sake," inclining to
their opinion who understand this of Christ, the Essential Word of
God, Christ being also called God's Servant in regard of His mediatorial
office in Isa. xlii. 1; St. Matt. xii. 18.
And he then does give the deeper sense of 1 Chron. xvii. 17, 18, which
has been, in the last paper, referred to Christ, the Mediator of the everlasting Covenant and the King of grace. Now our Author very sweetly
says upon the sad words of David: "Although my house be not so
with God.•. .":"The foundation of all this felicity of David's house and kingdom
was God's everlasting, well-ordered, and sure Covenant with him,
wherein he abundantly comforts himself in hope of the future fulfilment
in Christ, though the present condition of his house came far short of
these promises: 'Although my house be not so with God, yet He hath
made with me an everlasting Covenant, ordered in all things and sure:
Therefore, this is all my salvation, and all my delight, although
He make it not to grow.' Thus the Hebrew may well be translated, and so the sense is more full and clear. As if David had said,
'This Righteousness, and royal splendour and felicity, promised to
me and mine, are most sweet and precious mercies; but, alas, my
house comes infinitely short of all these blessings, my house and kingdom
are not so with God; the promise in them does not yet shine so clearly,
nor yet bud and grow so prosperously. Yet God's Covenant with me
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touching all these mercies is sure, ordered in all things, and everlasting.
Therefore, whatever be the present infirm, low, mean, afflicted, cloudy
condition of my house, I lay the whole stress of all my salvation and
delight upon this, His Covenant, and this is my great stay and comfort
now in myoId age, when I am going to my grave, that, according to
this Covenant, at last my house shall be fully built and every way most
blessed in and through the promised Messiah, Jesus Christ, that is to
descend from me according to the flesh.' "
We meet here face to face with a controversy, unhappily raised in
these last days" of departing from the faith,"-Irom the faith so graciously sealed upon the hearts of the saints of other days; and it is a
controversy vital to the very existence of the old Covenant-truth.
Is the promise of an everlasting throne to David Jewish and earthly?
Or is it a dispensational pre-signifying of a spiritual and heavenly
kingdom to be revealed in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and therefore
now existent, though only to be absolutely realized in the everlasting
life? And here we will take leave awhile of our Author, to give a
summary of the words of the late revered Bishop Waldegrave, whose
Bampton Lectures-even if the moderate millennial views of Elliott
are preferred and received-contain a most valuable antidote to ultradispensationalism, and the first of the Bishop's arguments is taken
from the internal unity of the mediatorial offices of our Lord. These
cannot be detached, nor are they separable in themselves or in their
exercise and function. He is " One Christ" (as the Athanasian Creed
rightly names Him), not only in the Unity of His Person, but also in
His mediation, and to those, unto whom He is Jesus in redemption and
justifying grace and Righteousness, He must be Christ also, their
anointed Prophet, Priest, and King. We cannot call Him Christ but
in the faith, not of His single or dual, but of His threefold Anointing.
Again, the Bishop well says, " Surely the Kingship of Jesus depends
upon the appointment of the Father, not upon the recognition of that
Kingly Office by the children of men." And this royal mediation is
in truth a principal object of faith, and was never intended in the
Divine counsels to be otherwise (St. John xviii. 37; Acts ii. 29-36).
" This kingdom (continues the Bishop) our Lord spoke much of and
claimed as His own. 'The Gospel of the Kingdom'; 'The glad
tidings of the Kingdom of God'; 'The Kingdom of Heaven'; 'The
Kingdom of God'; 'The Kingdom of the Son of Man'; all these are
in the Gospel convertible terms. No marvel that the people (hearing
His words, but understanding them not) should have purposed at one
time to take Jesus by force to make Him a king; at another, have
accused Him before Pilate of making Himself a king.
" The spiritual nature of this kingdom our Lord is at infinite pains
to show in His long series of parables in opposition to the Jewish
conception of a temporal sovereignty of the expected Messiah. The
Jews looked for an outward kingdom, but Jesus for a kingdom of
inward grace." Lampe has said upon St. John xviii. 36, "This describes the quality of the kingdom of Christ. Even when bound He
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declares that He has a kingdom. By that confession before Pilate He
intends chiefly the mediatorial kingdom, given to Him by the Covenant
of the Father, promised to Him through so many prophecies, which
kingdom He had in shadow under the Old Testament, and now by His
Blood would establish, and should shortly possess by His exaltation to
the right hand of God. But this kingdom was not of this world.
Established it should indeed be in the world, but it was not of the
world. Other kingdoms-those of earthly kings-are ended by death;
Christ's kingdom must be possessed and established through death."
Upon St. John xvii. 20, 21 (and comp. Rom. xiv. 7), Waldegrave has
these words: "It seems certain that the A.V. is correct in rendering
not' among,' but' within' you. St. Paul, too, is very explicit in
Rom. xiv. 17." This kingdom was to be set up gradually and by the
new processes of grace in the grace of the Spirit. Now of this slow
and spiritual operation of grace the new revivalism is impatient to the
last degree. It is almost as intolerant of the Divine methods, that
have so little apparent outward result, as it is of the Divine Sovereignty
of grace Itself in this kingdom.
This spiritual kingdom is by our Lord said, as it is visible, to be,
throughout its continuance and until its perfected and everlasting
manifestation, of mixed character, which exactly agrees with what we
see under this dispensation of grace. (St. Matt. xiii.)
It is to endure" till He comes," and Waldegrave has rightly remarked
upon" the adoption of a symbol" (in the first and fundamental vision
of Daniel) "numerically distinct from the (metallic) symbols, by
which the kingdoms of the world were prefigured, for this kingdom is
not of this world." It is not an image, but" a stone, cut out without
hands," that" becomes a great mountain." And thus the Bishop
urges that while we read "many times in the Gospels the words-' the
kingdom of heaven is at hand' - not once do we find them in the Acts
and Epistles. And why so ~ Is the kingdom postponed ~ By no
means. It has been established." (Col. i. 13; Rev. i. 9.)
Yet, further, the King has been enthroned. Most definite are the
words in Acts ii. 36: "Let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that
God hath made that same Jesus, Whom ye have crucified, both Lord
and Christ." So also may the clear testimonies be added in St. John
iii. 35, vii. 2; Acts x. 36; Col. ii. 10; Rev. i. 5; 1 Pet. iii. 22; Phil.
ii. 8-11. Nor can the words in Heb. ii. 7, 8, be objected in the face of
this multiform witness, Divine and Apostolical, for they are evidently
concerned with the manifestation of the kingdom,-" Now we see not
yet "-rather than its inward and invisible grace.
The ministers of this kingdom are in the King's commission-Ps.
lxviii. 18, and Eph. iv. 8-12. They are His servants, His ambassadors
(a title of royal commission). They form a royal priesthood (1 Pet.
ii. 9; Rev. i. 6). They are the King's soldiers, and" they receive a
kingdom which cannot be moved" (Heb. xii. 26-28). Must not these
last words mean, as the good Bishop says, that" the converts to the
Christian from the Jewish religion received, instead of the transitory
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Mosaic dispensation, the enduring Gospel-kingdom," therefore it
is added, "Let us have (now and at the present) grace whereby we may
serve God acceptably, with reverence and godly fear." Surely there
is superabundant evidence in the inspired Word to the identity of the
Kingdom with the Church, apart from all the prophetic words of the
Old Testament!
And what have we to meet by way of objection ~
The petition in the Lord's Prayer, which might, in distinction from
St. John xvii., be rather called" the disciples' Prayer," is urged: "Thy
kingdom come." But is not the acknowledged division of the Kingdom
into the militant and triumphant sufficient to explain that Divinelygiven prayer ~
The other objection is taken from those words of our Lord in St.
Luke xix. 11-27. Upon this, Bishop Waldegrave has said (Bampton
I~eetures, Oxford, 1854, pp. 53-5): "This parable, it is affirmed,
plainly teaches that the kingdom of the Messiah was not to be set up
till after a long period of time. Say, rather, that that kingdom, though
actually soon to be established, was not to be manifested in visible
glory till many centuries had rolled away. Examine the passage itself.
Take that portion which tells the occasion on which the parable was
uttered: 'Jesus added and spake a parable, because He was nigh to
Jerusalem, and because they thought the kingdom of God should
immediately appear' . . . that is (literally rendered) to shine forth in
visible majesty. No marvel if the minds of the attendant multitude
were filled with fond anticipations of the speedy manifestations of all
the glories of the Messiah's kingdom. But disappointment awaited
them. For this the parable was intended to prepare the disciples.
It confirmed indeed the expectation that the kingdom of the Messiah
would soon be established, for Jesus was the Messiah, and soon would
He depart and go to the Father. There would He be invested
with power and great authority. But it also taught that that kingdom would not be universally recognized. For it would be essentially
spiritual (St. Luke xix. 14). Some would yield but a feigned obedience;
others would prove themselves good and faithful servants of their
reigning, but unseen and absent Lord. But things would not always
continue so. The King would one day be seen coming in the clouds of
heaven to inaugurate an eternal and glorious kingdom."
In a concluding paper on this Davidic Covenant some of the more
precious and consolatory sayings of our devout Author shall be given,
if the Lord will; and we hope to prove that this royal Covenant remains
and endures in all its essential characteristics. If it is lost, it is as the
dawn in the day, not-as the Legal Covenant was lost-as the shadows
in the dawn.
.:~:
(To be continued.)
IT is a mercy for us that God's promises to us are the same, when we
cannot pray, or even believe them.-Rev. Matthew Welland.
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THE PORTRAIT.-REV. W. BRIDGE, M.A.

ABOUT two years ago we inserted a portrait of this truly Evangelical
Divine, with letter-press sketch. The likeness, however, which had
appeared in this MAGAZINE in 1782, was not quite to our taste. Our
readers are now presented with a second, and more worthy, portrait.
This we take from the five-volume collection of BRIDGE'S collected
works, published in 1845.
We append an extract from the discourses of this spirituallyminded, persecuted servant of Christ. Those of our readers who do
not possess the precious writings of BRIDGE'S hallowed pen, would do
well to procure them. They form a rich spiritual treasury, and
in these days, when Covenant truth is little esteemed, they may
often be procured second-hand at small cost.
THE FULNESS OF CHRIST.
THERE is that in Jesus Christ that suiteth to all conditions: what
condition can you come into but there is a promise suited to it; and
what are the promises but the veins wherein the blood of Christ
doth run? There is no condition but hath a promise suited to it,
and so there is ~hat in Christ that suits all conditions. To instance
a little:
Are you poor and needy? "I counsel thee to buy of Me gold tried
in the fire, that thou mayest be rich" (Rev. iii. 18). Are you naked?
says He, " I counsel thee to buy of Me white raiment, that thou mayest
be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear." Are
you out of the way,. wandering ? "I am the way" (John xiv. 6). Are
you in the dark in reference to any business, or your condition ~ "I
am the light (says He) and the light of life" (John viii. 12). Are you
hungry? "I am the bread of life" (John vi. 48). Are you thirsty?
" I am the water of life? He that drinketh of the water that I shall
give him shall never thirst more" (John iv. 14). Do you need justification? He is " the Lord our righteousness" (Jer. xxiii. 6). Do you
need sanctification? "For this cause do I sanctify Myself that they
also may be truly sanctified" (John xvii. 19). Do you need consolation? "I will send the Comforter" (John xvi. 7). Do you need
protection? "He is the Rock of ages; the Lord J ehovah" (Isa. xxvi.
4). Are you in a paradise of prosperity? He is the "Tree of Life"
(Rev. xxii. 14). Are you in a wilderness of adversity? He is "the
Manna that came down from heaven" (John vi. 50). So, that then,
there is that in Him that is suited to all conditions.
There is that, too, in Jesus Christ that doth answer to all our fears,
doubts, and objections. Hearken; if there be ever a poor doubting
soul here, there is that in Christ that doth answer to all thy fears,
doubts, and objections.
Will you say, I am a poor lost creature ~ Then saith Christ, "I
came to seek and to save that which was lost" (Luke xix. 10). Will
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you say, Oh, but I am a sinner, a great sinner ~ Saith Christ, " I came
not to call the righteous but sinners to repentance" (Matt. ix. 13). Will
you say, Oh, but I cannot repent ~ Then see what the Apostle saith
(Acts v. 31) concerning Christ, " Him hath God exalted with His right
hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance unto Israel, and
remission of sin"; not only remission of sin, but repentance: it is
Christ's work to give repentance as well as forgiveness of sin. Will you
say, Oh, but I cannot leave my sins, I cannot turn away from my sins ~
Then read what the Apostle saith (Acts iii. 26), "Unto you first God
having raised up His Son Jesus, sent Him to bless you, in turning away
everyone of you from his iniquities." Will you say, Oh, but I cannot
come to Christ ~ Then He tells you that He is come to you: "I came
to seek and to save that which was lost." He brings the lost sheep
home upon His shoulder, as in the parable. Will you say, Oh, but His
sheep follow Him, and I cannot follow Him ~ Then He tells you, " He
will carry the lambs in His arms, and gently lead those that are with
young" (Isa. xl. 11). He will drive you at your own pace. Will you
say, Oh, but I have provoked Christ, and He is angry, and will cast
me off ~ You know what He says then: "Those that come unto Me
I will in no wise cast out" (John vi. 37). He is meek and lowly: He
is meek, and therefore will not be angry with you; He is lowly, and
therefore will not disdain you. "Learn of Me," says He, "for I am
meek and lowly" (Matt. xi. 29). Will you say, Oh, but I have sinned
to the very utmost ~ Then the Apostle tells you, that" He is able to
save to the uttermost" (Heb. vii. 25). So that there is plainly that in
Christ that answereth to all our fears, doubts, and objections.
Yet one thing more. There is that in Jesus Christ which doth and
will supply all our wants. What is there that you want ~ Do you
labour under desertion ~ Then saith He, "I will lead you in a way
that you have not known" (Isa. xlii. 16). "And I will never leave
you nor forsake you" (Heb. xiii. 5). Do you labour under corruption
and bondage to sin ~ There is freedom in Christ; "Those the Son
makes free are free indeed" (John viii. 36), indeed really, indeed
eminently; "Those the Son makes free are free indeed"; indeed and .
indeed. Do you labour under great temptations ~ It is He tha.t
"treads down Satan under our feet" (Rom. xvi. 20); and says He,
" My grace is sufficient for thee" (2 Cor. xii. 9). Do you labour under
the want of the means of grace, or the ministry of the W ord~. " He
hath received gifts for men" ; and what those giftlil are the Apostle
tells you (Eph. iv. 11), apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and
teachers. Do you labour under weakness, spiritual infirmity ~ Then
he hath seven horns, and seven eyes, as you find Him described, Rev.
v. 6, answering to your infirmity or weakness. Or do you labour under
any affliction, outward or inward, under persecution from enemies ~
Then see what is said concerning Christ, Micah v. 5, " And this Man
shall be the peace when the Assyrian shall come into our land." Are
you afraid of an enemy coming into the land ~ "This Man shall be
the peace when the Assyrian shall come into our land." This man;
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what man 1 See at verse 2 it is plainly spoken of Christ: "But thou
Bethlehem-Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of
Judah, yet out of thee shall come forth unto Me, that is to be ruler in
Israel, whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting, and,
He shall stand and feed in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of
the name of the Lord His God, and this Man shall be the peace ": this
Man, that is, Christ; He shall be our peace when the worst of enemies
come into our land.
Aye, but you will say, we see no likelihood of this; mark then what
is said at verse 7, " And the remnant of Jacob shall be in the midst of
many people as a dew from the Lord, and as the showers upon the grass
that tarrieth not for man, nor waiteth for the sons of men." If a
garden be to be watered with a watering pot, it stays for man; but if
it be watered with the dew, it stays not for man. So, saith the Lord,
shall the remnant of My people be, as the ground that waits upon the
dew, that tan-ieth not for man; though you see no likelihood of deliverance, no means whereby ye should be delivered, when the Assyrian
comes into our land, when the worst of enemies come into our land;
yet ye shall be delivered, " For this Man shall be the peace": so that
look, whatsoever that is which you want, it is all to be had in Christ.
And thus now you see in these several particulars, what there is in
Jesus Christ that may and can and doth afford sufficient comfort and
relief, in the worst of times and conditions.
Well but then you will say, This is good in the general, but what is
this to us 1 We know there is enough in Christ to succour, comfort,
and relieve in the worst of times and conditions, but what is that to us 1
Yes, it is to you, and to you very much; for,
If you be overcomers and do overcome the evil of the times and
places where you live, then all this fulness and excellency that is in
Christ doth belong to you; for if you look into Rev. ii. and iii., you
shall find, that unto every church there mentioned, there is a promise
made of giving out some of the fulness and excellency of Christ; and
still the promise runs, to him that overcometh, at the end of every
Epistle: "To him that overcometh "; that is, to him that overcometh
the evil mentioned in that Epistle; not in the general, but the evil mentioned in that Epistle. As now to instance in the church of Laodicea,
saith He, Rev. iii. 21, " To him that overcometh, will I grant to sit with
Me in My throne; even as I also overcame, and am set down with My
Father in His throne." What is the thing promised here 1 Communion with Christ in His kingdom on earth. Well, but who are those
that shall partake thereof 1 Such as overcome; "to him that overcometh." That overcometb, what 1 That Laodicean lukewarmness;
the sin forbidden in this Epistle is lukewarmness, a mixture in the worship of God: he that overcometh this mixture, he shall have communion with Christ in His kingdom on earth. Now I say, this fulness
and excellency of Christ is promised to him that overcometh. Then,
friends, you know what the evils of the times are: if you overcome
the evils of the times wherein you live and are, then shall you be made
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partakers of this excellency, and fulness of Christ, and so this concerns
you.
If our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ hath therefore received all this
excellency and fulness from the Father, that He may give it out to
you; then it concerns you, and much concerns you. Now why bath
Christ received all this excellency from the Father; why hath He
received the Spirit; why was He anointed with the Spirit ~ He tells
you in Isa. lxi. 1, " The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, because the
Lord hath anointed Me." Why ~ "To preach good tidings unto the
meek, He hath sent Me to bind up the broken hearted, to proclaim
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are
bound": for this cause was I anointed. And why hath our Lord and
Saviour Christ received gifts ~ The Apostle tells us, and the Psalmist
tells us, "for men, for the rebellious also" (Eph. iv. 8; Ps.lxviii. 18).
Will you say, Oh, but I am a poor rebel ~ He hath received gifts for
men, for wicked men, even for rebels: Paul was a rebel, and Christ
received gifts for Paul, even that rebel. And why hath He received
all power in heaven and earth from God the Father, but in reference
to your concernments ~ Matt. xxviii. 18, "Jesus came and spake
unto them, saying, All power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth."
What then ~ "Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, anu of the Holy Ghost;
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you,
and 10, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world." Go ye
therefore; mark what a "therefore" is here: "All power is given unto
Me in heaven and in earth; go ye therefore." Jesus Christ hath
received all power in heaven and in earth in reference to your concernments; therefore it is much to you, that there is that in Jesus Christ
whereby He is able to succour, comfort, and relieve in the worst of
times.
Yet again, If that our Lord and Saviour Christ doth therefore stoop
to your infirmities, because He is clothed with majesty and excellency,
and invested with all this power; then this that I have said is to you,
and much to you. Now look into John xiii., you have there an assurance of what you shall find in Christ now, by what He did then when
He was to die, verse 3, " Jesus knowing that the Father had given all
things into His hands, He riseth from supper, and laid aside His garments, and took a towel and girded Himself: after that He poured
water into a bason, and began to wash the disciples' feet." Whence
doth this arise ~ See at verse 3, " Jesus knowing that the Father had
given all things into His hands"; He was not therefore proud, He did
not therefore disdain His poor disciples; no, but He did condescend
to them upon this account, and stoops to their infirmity: His humility
prompts on His excellency to be good to us. Now, if He therefore
stoops to your infirmity, because He is clothed with excellency, then
this that I have said is to you, and much to you. And so you have
the doctrine cleared.
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"WELL PLEASED.".

THE words " pleasure" and " pleased" used in the Sacred Scriptures,
concerning God often mean His purpose and will. Yet I am sure that
in some instances they are used to convey the expression of His det:ght.
The joy of the Lord, the rejoicing of the Lord, the delight of the Lord,
are all described and all in connection with His people in Christ. It
is a wonderful thought, transcending all human understanding, that
the Lord of heaven and earth, the Sovereign Ruler of the world and the
Creator of all things, should take pleasure in worms of the dust, as
we are. Formed from dust and to return to dust, yet within the
Divine Spark of immortal life, and heirs of God, the subjects of so
great salvation. Such great privileges, called to be saints. Accepted
in the Beloved. What a favoured lot is ours. We may well speak
of "the love that passeth knowledge," "the love that passeth all
understanding.' ,
It is therefore a matter of deep interest to know what constitutes
God's pleasure; and our constant concern should be to be "well
pleasing in His sight." His love and care are so great and so tender
towards us; the Holy Spirit enables us by His grace spontaneously,
though so feebly, to exclaim: "Blessed be the Lord who daily loadeth
us with benefits."
Concerning His pleasure, we read in Ps. cxlix. 4, "The Lord taketh
pleasure in His people," and a still further description is given in Ps.
cxlvii. 11, " The Lord taketh pleasure in them that fear Him, in those
that hope in His mercy." Fear Him-that is, sensitive to Him-not
dreading Him, but pulsing, as it were, with eager desire not to offend
Him in any way, because He hath " so loved us," and" those that hope
in His mercy," knowing He is" the Lord God merciful and gracious,"
delighting in mercy, therefore confidence is strong in Him; and they
hope in His mercy, knowing He will not fail His" Dove in the clefts of
the rock."
Another increasingly precious phase of His pleasure is 'in Ps. xxxv. 27,
" Let the Lord be magnified, which hath pleasure in the prosperity of
His servant." Pleasure in His people's prosperity. 0 child of God,
since He is continually with thee, holding thee by thy right hand, saying
unto thee, " Fear not," and taking pleasure in thy prosperity, rejoicerejoice in Him. Prosperity is not always that which seems prosperity
in this world; it is not of the world, nor in the world, excepting when
the Lover of the soul deems it absolutely safe for thee. But He has
pleasure in thy real prosperity, which is of a far higher, more enduring,
kind than thou canst see here. And in the radiant light before the
throne,"When we shall stand with Christ in glory,
Looking o'er life's finished story,
Then, Lord, shall we fully knowNot till then-how much we owe."
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There is another sweet thought in Isa. liii. 10, " The pleasure of the
Lord shall prosper in His Hand." Oh! how safe, how sure, howeverlastingly certain since it is in the Hand of Christ. And it is only in
Christ that He has any pleasure in us, or in our prosperity. Apart
from Him we are nothing-in fact, we are absolutely hateful to Him;
but joined to Him and in Him, we are His exceeding joy. The believer
has noted with strong consolation the expressions" Rooted in Him" ;
" Built up in Him"; "Complete in Him"; "In heavenly places in.
Christ Jesus"; "Made nigh in Christ"; "In Whom we have obtained
an inheritance." All in Christ, and" joined to Him in living union,"
we have all things and abound. In this union we are" the pleasure
of the Lord," and know that that pleasure shall prosper in His Hand.
The Hands which were nailed to the cross for us-the Hands that
obtained eternal redemption for us-the Hands that bear us continually
engraven on the palms-the Hands that shall welcome us to the Father's
House with the prepared place all ready, " I go to prepare a place for
you."
Yet another most precious assurance concerning God's pleasure is
given in St. Luke xii. 32, by Himself, and given 80 reassuringly, so
consolingly: "Fear not, little flock, it is your Father's good pleasure to
give you the kingdom." "I and My Father are One." "My Father
and your Father." Doubtless the expression" pleasure" here might
be rendered purpose or will; but it is given graciously, just as any
human friend will often say when we ask a favour, "Certainly, with
pleasure," and we feel the cheerful willingness thus pleasantly expressed,
especially, as is often the case, the friend's looks show it is a real pleasure
to him to gratify us. "The Kingdom" is thus described in Rom. xiv.
17, "The kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but righteousness and
peace and joy in the Holy Ghost." How precious this is to the conscience-stricken guilty sinner: "No condemnation to them which are
in Christ Jesus," but the kingdom of " righteousness and peace and joy
in the Holy Ghost." "Blessed are the poor in spirit, }or theirs is the
kingdom of God," Jesus Himself declared; and, again, " Blessed are
they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven." Be not afraid, Zion-bound pilgrims, the world
sees not the blessedness, it is spiritually discerned, and thou art satisfied with the sight. "Having nothing, yet possessing all things."
" Great is your reward in heaven, for so persecuted they the prophets.
which were before you." Yes, and more than this, so persecuted they
Christ Himself; therefore they will persecute the members of His body:
" If they have persecuted Me, they will also persecute you." It is a.
blessed mark, then, of union with Him; and remember always you are
" persecuted but not forsaken." Not forsaken. Christ liveth with you
and in you. Yours is a dual life. "Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou
Me ~" He reproachfully asked the amazed persecutor, who had not.
then realized the extent of his opposition, and who bore it on his
conscience ever after-" Not meet to be called an apostle, because I
persecuted the Church of God.".l
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Again, there is the Kingdom of Glory. See 2 Thess. ii. 12, "God Who
hath called you unto His kingdom and glory." On the Resurrection
morning, that which was sown in dishonour shall be raised in glory,
" changed from glory to glory." An eternal weight of glory. "Thus
shall ye appear with Him in glory." It is linked with Christ, " Because
I live, ye shall live also"; and it may well be said that in Him the kingdom of grace is the bud of glory, and the kingdom of glory is the matured
flower of grace.
We will glance for a moment at St. Matt. iii. 17, "My beloved Son,
in Whom I am well pleased," and couple with it Isa. xlii. 21, "The
Lord is well pleased for His righteousness' sake." We come back again
to the thought of the pleasure of the Lord prospering in His hand. It
is a kindred thought all through Scripture, from Genesis to Revelation;
from the sacrificial lamb of Abel to " the Lamb as it had been slain" in
Revelation. Union with Christ and salvation through Him is the
point all through. His people are seen in Him-" I in them"viewing His people thus in their Substitute, their Sin-bearer, their
Saviour, the Father exclaims, "My beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased," for He is well pleased for His righteousness' sake.
" I in them and Thou in Me." Notice the co-operation of the Father
and the Son revealed to us by the grace and power of the Holy Spirit
in that wonderful passage, which to me is one of the most inexhaustively
precious and marvellous passages in the whole of God's inspired Word.
I have often quoted it, but it seems to rise again and again to still more
sublime heights and depths. This passage is 2 Cor. v. 19 and 21 ;
" God was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself." "He hath
made Him to be sin for us Who knew no sin, that we might be made the
:righteousness of God in Him."
" Oh! for this love let rocks and hills
Their lasting silence break,
And an harmonious human tongues
The Saviour's praises speak."
Righteousness-the righteousness of God. It is truly His righteousness-designed in Him, carried out in Him, and finished in Him. "It
hath pleased the Father that in Him should all fulness dwell." So it
is taken out of our poor, feeble, wavering, sinful hands altogetheraltogether. The faith which clasps is God-given, the love which burns
was because God first loved us. He chose us because He loved us. We
were His choice. Oh! that terribly misused word" choice" in many
pulpits and meetings and writings-the choice is not ours, but His.
"Ye have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you" (St. John xv. 16) ;
.and, again, "Chosen in Him before the foundation of the world"
(Eph. i. 4). What a fountain of consolation here. Chosen when?
Before the foundation of the world. Chosen where? In Christ.
Chosen by Whom? God. Whom did He choose? "The poor of this
world." Poor in spirit, lowly in their own eyes-less than the least,
but esteemed of Goa. Yes," child of the King,'~ chosen of God and
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precious. Described in the New Jerusalem as the" called and chosen
and faithful." What a rich, rich possession is yours, the inheritance
in Christ. Time fails, words fail, to express the sovereign grace and
love and glory summed up in those God-given words, " In Christ."
Feed on them, live in them, rejoice in them, and as this life which thou
now livest is life in Him, so will be thy life of glory union with Him.
Heirs of God, joint-heirs with Christ. To what sublime heights He
raises His chosen people, His peculiar treasures, His jewels, His crown
of glory, His royal diadem. Were it not all expressly stated in His
own infallible Word of Truth, we might well think we were dreaming.
It is all so far above our understandings. But He delights in using
every humanly known symbol of love and treasure to describe His
blood-purchased sons and daughters.
"Chosen-not for good in me,
Wakened up from wrath to flee.
Hidden in the Saviour's side,
By the Spirit sanctified."
This is the position of the believer, dear fearing one, doubting thy
interest in the Saviour; doubting thine acceptance; doubting thy
present salvation and future heaven with Him. Oh! dwell on those
words" in Christ," and see in them thy safety. See how thou art
"chosen, not jar good in thee," but because He loved thee and designed
to save thee. Dost thou say, "Ah! if I knew He had chosen me."
Has He not wakened thee ~ "Wakened up from wrath to flee." Has
not the Holy Spirit opened thine eyes and quickened thee ~ Thou
seest, thou longest-yes, and thou dost feel there is nothing on earth
thou desirest more than His love and favour. Those who are left alone,
who are dead, are unconcerned,-they have no desire; no interest. But
thou longest, longest because He draws thee: "Venture all thy care
on Him." Fear not, it is thy Father's good pleasure to give thee-to·
give thee-the kingdom. It is His gift, not thy merit.
" All the fitness He requireth
Is to feel thy need of Him."
And thou dost feel thy need of Him. Is it not so ~ And thou lovest
Him..
" Thus knowing if I love Thee
Thou must have loved me first."
Look off-off from self and fears to Jesus. Look unto-not thine
own changing, changeable heart, but unto thy glorious unchanging
Substitute Jesus.
"Not all things below nor above,
Can make Him His purpose forego,
Or sever my soul from His love."
Looking unto Him and living in Him bring peace and joy in the
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Holy Ghost, and thou art a pleasure unto God. Hidden-" hidden in
the Saviour's side," thou, thyself, not seen at all; and in Him God is
well pleased for His righteousness' sake. "Your life is hid with Christ
in God, when Christ, Who is our life, shall appear with Him in glory"
(Col. iii. 3, 4). "Thou shalt make them drink of the river of Thy
pleasures" (Ps. xxxvi. 9). "And the glory which Thou gavest Me I
have given them; that they may be one, even as We are One; I in
them and Thou in Me, that they may be made perfect in One."
" Father, I will that they also whom Thou hast given Me be with Me
where I am; that they may behold My glory."
This is the consummation of His pleasure when He shall"To wondering worlds display
That He with us is One."
NETTlE.
THE SUFFERING SAVIOUR.
By THE LATE REV. F. W. KRUMMACHER, D.D.
(Continued from page 567.)
"I Thirst."
THAT portion of the history of our Saviour's passion, which forms
the subject of our present meditation, does not apparently belong to
the more important and edifying parts of it. But let us not be deceived
by the mere appearance, for if we dig sufficiently deep, we shall here
find also the water of life abundantly springing forth from the inexhaustible well of salvation which was opened for us on Calvary.
It is about the ninth hour, or three o'clock in the afternoon. The
awful cry of "Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani!" has just been uttered,
which, whilst it was doubtless a cry of distress, was, at the same time,
a shout of victory and triumph. The sun again shines forth from its
gloomy covering, and heaven again looks kindly down upon the earth.
But you would be under a mistake in supposing this to be a sign that
the agonizing darkness which reigned in the Redeemer's soul was now
over. It continues even till the moment of His decease, although
essentially diminished by the clearness of faith which He had regained;
and even the words, " I thirst! " reach our ears from the midst of that
darkness. To doubt this would show little acquaintance with the
sixty-ninth psalm, the mournful expressions in which receive their
final fulfilment in this last stage of our Lord's crucifixion.
It is true that Jesus knew, according to the express declaration of
the evangelist, that His passion was drawing to its close. He clearly
saw that the cup of suffering was emptied, with the exception of the
last drops; but these last drops still remained, and required also to be
drunk; and believe me, they did not yield in bitterness to those already
tasted. Ah, see, He already drinks them! The woes of that death
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which was threatened in paradise, seize Him. He enters into that
state of which the spirit of prophecy represents Hiin, in the abovementioned psalm, as complaining and saying, " I am weary of my crying,
my throat is dried, mine eyes fail while I wait for my God. Draw nigh
unto my soul and redeem it. Reproach hath broken my heart, and I
am full of heaviness. I looked for some to take pity, but there was
none, and for comforters, but I found none." And these complaints
conclude with the remarkable and prophetic words, "They gave me
also gall for my meat, and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink."
This trait, which also points out no resting-place in the Saviour's path
of suffering, had to be realized in the progress of His passion; and as
a proof that this was really the case, or, as the Gospel expresses it,
" that the Scriptures might be fulfilled," our Lord exclaims from the
cross, "I thirst!" Yes, these words tell of complaint, distress, and
agony. This, the psalm above-mentioned, which portrays to us a
succession of trials, places beyond a doubt.
But of what nature was the distress expressed by the cry? . First, it
was certainly of a physical kind. How wounded and exhausted was
the Saviour, even when He reached Mount Calvary; and He had
already hung nearly six hours on the cross. The blood-vessels of His
sacred body are almost dried up. A dreadful fever rages through His
frame. His juices have disappeared. His tongue cleaves to His jaws.
His lips glow, and a drop of water seems a great refreshment to Him.
There is scarcely a greater torment than that of an insatiable thirst.
Travellers who have experienced it in the burning steppes of the East,
give us descriptions of it which fill us with horror. They assure us
that when thus situated, if they had possessed all the gold in the world,
they would gladly have resigned it for a few drops even of the muddiest
water of our brooks. If they discovered a glimmering spot at a
distance, which seemed to them a pond or lagoon, they rushed towards
it like madmen. But if it turned out to be only a burning sandy
surface, on which the sun's rays played, their disappointment plunged
them into a state of despair, which caused them to break out into loud
howlings. Only think, the Saviour of the world was no stranger to
this torment also! Even to this depth of destitution and wretchedness
did He, who was so unspeakably rich, divest Himself. And all this
for us, " that we through His poverty might be made rich!" Who is
able to comprehend and worthily to praise sucb amazing love?
But the cry from the cross, "I thirst," refers to something more
horrible still than bodily torment. Does it not remind you of the awful
representation from the invisible world, which the Lord once portrayed
to our view in one of His parables? Does not the remembrance of
the rich man present itself to you, who, whilst on earth, clothed himself
in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day; but after
inexorable death had swept him away, wrung his hands desparingly,
being in pain and torment; and agonized by a nameless inward thirst,
he called upon father Abraham to send Lazarus, that he might dip
the tip of his finger in water, and cool his parched tongue, but whose
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request was refused without mercy, however suppliantly it knocked at
heaven's gates from the habitations of eternal night 1
" No," you reply; "we did not think of this parable here. How
should the rich man in torment remind us of the Holy and Righteous
Sufferer 1 We should deem it impious to compare the thirst of the
guiltless Jesus with that of this child of hell. By such a comparison
we think we should be acting worse than the Jews in numbering Him
with the transgressors." So you say; but know, my friends, that only
those can speak thus who do not believe what the Scriptures state of
the vicarious enduring of the curse by Jesus Christ. But he to whom
the light of the Holy Spirit has risen upon the words, "the chastisement of our peace was upon Him, and with His stripes we are healed,"
would be indeed astonished if the Mediator did not actually experience
the lot of the man in the parable-that is, if He had not tasted, as far as
was possible, all the torments of the damned. And He actually did so !
The bitter scorn and ridicule which reached His ear from below, and
was also expressed in the words, "Let us see if Elias will come and
help Him," was only a faint and human representation of the more
horrible assaults which He had to endure behind the veil of that which
was external. There, unseen, He was surrounded by the bands of
Belial. There the powers of darkness aimed at Him their most
dangerous missiles. There Satan sifted Him like wheat, and from this
appalling host of adversaries, from this horrible desert, from this" pit
in which there was no water," and in which He could only believe that
God was His God, without feeling Him to be so, rose, like the prayer
of the lost man to send Lazarus, the cry, "I thirst!" To spare us,
sinners, the thirst of an infinite absence of comfort, He submitted to
such torment in His mediatorial capacity! Oh what a well of consolation has He opened for us by His thirst! If we sinners now exclaim,
" Be not terrible unto me, Thou Who art my confidence in distress,"
the flowing streams of peace bear the divine amen! to our prayers for
the sake of the Redeemer's thirst.
" I thirst!" For what did He thirst 1 I think the answer now is
plain. It was not only for earthly water that He languished, but for
something greater, higher, and more essential. He longed for the
termination of His redeeming toil and the completion of His great work
of mediation. When this object was attained, He would again be
restored to the full beatifying fellowship of His heavenly Father, and
would again see, whereas He now only believed. He would not then
have laboriously to struggle for the consciousness that God was kindly
and paternally inclined towards Him, but would again taste it, for He
would then rest, as formerly, in His Father's bosom, and instead of the
horrible images of sin, the curse, and death, the radiance of a spotless
purity and holiness would beam upon Him anew from every side. Peace
and joy would then return. The viperous hissing of the powers of
darkness around Him would be silenced. He would hear only the
hallelujahs of angels, and the blest above. Every discord would be
dissolved in blissful harmony, and the atmos. here in which He breathed,
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would again be love, entirely love. Yes, He thirsted after the full
restoration of His Father's countenance, and after His Father's renewed
and plain declaration, " Thou art My beloved Son, in Whom I am well
pleased," as well as after the paternal confirmation of His work of
redemption, as being spotlessly perfect. That He thirsted chiefly for
this, is no arbitrary supposition, but is derived from those passages of
the sixty-ninth Psalm, which belong here, and which represent Him as
saying in His agony, "Save Me, 0 God, for the waters are come in
unto My soul. My prayer is unto Thee, 0 Lord! hear Me in the truth
of Thy salvation. Turn unto Me according to the multitude of Thy
tender mercies. Hide not Thy face from Thy servant, for I am in
trouble. Hear Me speedily; draw nigh unto My soul, and redeem it."
Hence His thirst is an expression of desire towards His heavenly
Father.
But think not that in this complaint He had only Himself and what
belonged to His peace in view. It was not for His own sake that He
hung upon the cross. He longed to be again· received into fellowship
with God, because His reception into it would be a pledge of theirs
whom He bore vicariously upon His heart. As the second Adam, He
experienced their fate in what He endured, and by that means acquired
a legal claim to prepare their future inheritance. After taking their
place, as their Representative, He could not be justified, exalted, and
crowned, without their participating in it. But how did He long for
the moment when He could appear before His Father, and say "Here
am I, and those whom Thou hast given Me! I have redeemed them,
have bought them with My blood, and now present them before Thee
unreproveable. Henceforth they are Thine and Mine, and worthy to
enter into Thy courts." It is to this desire of His heart, and to this
especially, that He gave utterance in the symbolical words, " I thirst! "
Oh with what rich garlands of love has Jesus adorned the accursed
tree!
But we do not fail to perceive that the words, "I thirst," not only
expressed the Saviour's longing after God His heavenly Father, but
likewise a request to mankind, whom He saw represented on Calvary
by those who crucified Him. Even from them He solicited a charitable
act. He requested of them cooling water for His parched tongue. Do
not overlook this circumstance. However trivial the trait may seem,
there is something great concealed under it. Who, even if he had
been the noblest of his race, would, in Jesus' situation, have uttered
those words to his scoffing foes, and have besought of them a manifestation of kindness and charity? These men were deserving of proud
contempt; but as a proof that He was so differently minded from His
brethren after the flesh, and that nothing dwelt in His heart of all that
is termed wounded pride, revenge, or angry feeling-·He solicits from
His adversaries an act of compassion and kindness, and says to them
suppliantly, " I thirst." What else did He intend to say by this, than,
" See, I do not break with you. I continue faithfully inclined towards
you, and hold the bond firmly which connects Me with you." Let him
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look here, who does not yet know what it is to heap coals of fire on his
enemy's head. How does the holiness of your Redeemer again
manifest itself! How does the pure golden grain of His Divine nature
here display itself afresh! Yes, light is His garment. But it was
necessary that He, who was willing to be our Surety and Mediator, should
be so constituted. A speck on the white robe of His righteousness
would have sufficed to have deprived Him of the ability for the accomplishment of His great work.
f It might be supposed that the delicate trait of heartfelt approximation and confiding condescension, as evidenced in the words, " I thirst,"
must have filled those who crucified the Saviour with a confusion which
would have scarcely permitted them to lift up their eyes any more.
And it certainly seems as if it had not entirely failed of its conciliating
impression, by producing in them milder sentiments. We see them
;mmediately prepare to fulfil His request. One of them runs and
fetches a branch of hyssop, and after they had dipped a sponge in
vinegar and put it on the reed, they held it up to His mouth that He
might suck it. But even this miserable refreshment is mingled with
the gall of renewed mockery. "Let alone," say they, "let us see
whether Elias will come to take Him down!" But if I mistake not,
there is more seriousness than jest in this speech, and that they really
intended by it to disguise the better and gentler feelings of compassion-nay, even a certain inclining towards the dying Man, which they
felt arise within them at that moment. If we wish to gain our
opponents, we cannot do so more rapidly or surely than by requesting
them to do us a kindness, and thus oblige ourselves to thank them.
This will immediately soften them. But in order to this a degree of
humility and charity is requisite which everyone does not possess.
But this charity and humility dwelt in the Saviour in unlimited fulness ;
and in order to place Himself in a position to owe the world His thanks,
He gives the latter, by saying, " I thirst," the opportunity of presenting
Him with the last earthly solace of His life.
What an affecting and heart-winning trait is this! Oh that it may
win our hearts also, if they are not already gained for Jesus! For
that for which He chiefly thirsts is, that He may gain us over to Himself. The principal object of His desire and longing is, that transgressors may bp freed from sin; they that are under the curse, absolved;
those that are bound, liberated, and the prisoners set free. But that
this great end of human redemption may be accomplished, He still
thirsts for our love, the resignation of ourselves to Him, and for our
childlike confidence in His saving name. We therefore know how and
with what we can still refresh the Lord of Glory. The first solace
which He, with desire, awaits from us, is our tears of penitence and
repentance. Oh let us bear them to Him! Shall we never fall weeping
into each other's arms, saying, "Come, and let us return unto the
Lord; for He hath torn, and He will heal us; He hath smitten, and
He will bind us up ?" Shall the blood which flowed on the cross,
never succeed in softening the hard ground of our hearts, nor the love
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which died for us, inflame our frigid souls with a reciprocal affection 1
Oh the abundance of awakening voices and attracting powers, which
urge themselves upon us from the cross! Will we ever resist them, as
if W(l considered it an honour to make it evident that the hardness of our
hearts was altogether invincible? May God prevent it, and bestow
upon us the humility of the publican, and the ardent desire of the
dying malefactor!
There may be some of my readers whose eyes, from which a penitential tear never flowed, will soon close in death. Oh that they would
melt before despair hardens them for ever! There may be those who
from childhood up, have witnessed what many prophets and kings have
desired to see and have not seen, and yet are far from recognising the
one thing that is needful. Oh that they would weep at length over their
blindness, and their base and appalling ingratitude! There may be
those also, whose eyes require no light to reveal to them their misdeeds,
and yet are nevertheless like sealed fountains which yield no water. Oh
that you could weep as Peter wept, and like David, who watered his
Jouch with his tears! Such tears are the drink-offering for which the
Saviour still thirsts. God grant that we may approach His throne
with them! As soon as this takes place, the actions change, the
relations are reversed. It is then He who gives us to drink, and refreshes us; and we imbibe and enjoy. And blessed is he who experiences in himself the truth of His words, "Whosoever drinketh of the
water that I shall give him, shall never thirst; but the water that I
shall give him, shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life." Who would not say with the Samaritan woman, with
reference to such a draught, "Lord, give me this water, that I thirst
no more I"
"It is Finished I "
These are the greatest and most momentous words that were ever
spoken upon earth. Who does not find in them a cry of victory? It
is a shout of triumph, which announces to the kingdom of darkness its
complete overthrow, and to the kingdom of heaven upon earth its
eternal establishment. How wonderful! At the very moment when,
for the Hero of Judah, all seems lost, His words declare that all is won
and accomplished! Our Lord's exclamation is like the sound of a
heavenly jubilee-trumpet, and announces to the race of Adam, which
was under the curse, the commencement of a free and sabbatic year,
which will evermore extensively display its blessings, but never come
to an end. Listen, and it will appear to you as if in the words, "It
is finished !" you heard fetters burst, and prison walls fall down. At
these words, barriers as high as heaven are overthrown, and gates which
had been closed for thousands of years again move on their hingt's.
But what was it that was finished at the moment when that cry was
uttered? The Evangelist introduces his narrative with the words,
" After this, Jesus knowing that all things were accomplished." Only
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think-" All things!" What more can we want? But wherein did
they consist? We hasten to lift the veil, and view in detail what was
realized and brought about, and may the full peace be imparted to us
which the words, " It is finished! " announce to the world!
Jesus cried with a loud voice, "It is finished!" It would seem as
if He had wished to drink only to make this victorious cry sound forth
with full force, like the voice of a herald or the sound of a trumpet.
The Lord has now reached the termination of His labours. He has
performed the stupendous task which He undertook in the council of
peace, before the world was, when He said, " I delight to do Thy will,
o My God!" Death, to which He is on the point of submitting, formed
the summit, but also the concluding act of His mediatorial work. Only
take into your hands the Divine programme of His vicarious earthly
course, as compiled in types and prophecies in the archives of the Old
Testament, and be convinced how it has been most minutely carried
out. The mysterious delineation of the Messiah, as it passes before us
in increasing brightness and completeness, in the writings of Moses and
the prophets, is fully realized in its smallest and minutest traits in the
person of Jesus. 1£ you ask for the wondrous infant of Bethlehem
described by Micah, " whose goings forth have been of old, from everlasting;" or for" the Child born, and the Son given, with the government upon His shoulder," whom Isaiah brings before us; or for the
meek and lowly King mentioned by Zechariah, who makes His entrance
into Jerusalem on the foal of an ass-it meets you bodily in Jesus
Christ. Do you seek for the seed of the woman, who, with His wounded
heel, bruises the serpent's head; or the second Aaron, who should
actually bring about a reconciliation between God and a sinful worldlook up to the cross, and there you see all combined in One.
Do you look about you for the antitype of the brazen serpent in the
wilderness, or of the paschal lamb and its delivering blood in Egypt;
or for the Exalted Sufferer, who appears in the appalling description
given us in Psalms xxii. and lxix., which record a malefactor's awful
doom, even to the mournful cry of "My God, my God, why hast Thou
forsaken me! "-all is combined in the bleeding Saviour who hangs
yonder, and exclaims, "It is finished!" Then take a retrospective
look into the writings of the ancient prophets, and what meets your
view '( The ancient types have lost their significancy. They have put
on flesh and blood in Jesus Christ. Their importance to us is henceforth limited to the testimony they bear that the divinely promised
Messiah is indeed come, and that no other is to be looked for. Every
condition of the work of human redemption had been fulfilled at the
moment when Christ uttered the words, "It is finished! " with the
exception of one, which was included and taken for granted in them,
because it inevitably awaited Him, and actually took place immediately
afterwards-thus bringing the whole to a perfect conclusion.
That which still remained unaccomplished clearly proves that Jesus
did not hang on the cross on His own account, but as our representative.
It was our death. The laws of nature forbade that a green and
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thoroughly healthy tree, which was rooted in eternity, should bleed and
sink beneath the blows of "the last enemy." It was oontrary to the
Divine government that One, who had not, with Ada,m, tasted the
forbidden fruit, should nevertheless fall under the senteIlce pronounced
upon the latter, " In the day that thou eatest thereof, thOU shalt surely
die !" It was also entirely opposed to the immutable aDd fundamental
statutes of the sanctuary, that a tribute should be demanded of a
righteous person, which is there expressly indicated as the wages of sin.
It was at variance with the express promise of the Most High-" This
do, and thou shalt live," that One, who did not leave unfulfilled one
iota~:oflthe Divine commands, should not live, but die. He Himself
repeatedly declared that the universal law of Dlortality had,
abstractedly considered, no claim upon His person. He asserted most
pointedly that no one, not even His Father in heaven, took away His
life, but that He laid it voluntarily down. Truly, the death of Jesus
would have shaken the throne of the Almighty to its foundations, have
broken through the ordinances of His house, and violated all the statutes
of the Divine government, if it were not permitted us to carry the idea
of it beyond the bounds of such a death as all experienoe.
These considerations compel us-irrespective of any revelation which
the Scriptures afford-to regard the death of Christ as something
extraordinary and unique in its kind. And certainly it is a fact which
stands solitary in history, and with which none beside" can compare.
He who, according to Divine right, was exempt from dell-th, freely submitted to it in our stead, as the last bitter drop of the accursed cup.
Whether you believe this or not, the Scriptures most e:s:pressly affirm
it in many and powerful words. They tell us, that "Christ tasted
death by the grace of God," and therefore not as the reSlJlt of a natural
necessity. They say, "In that He died, He died unto sin." And
when they assert that, "If One died for all, then were all dead," it
points out the vicarious nature of His death so plainly, that I know not
how it could be more clearly expressed. If, by His death, He paid the
wages of sin for us, His death naturally could not resemble Elijah's
ascent to Heaven, nor the cheerful striking-sail of old Simeon, nor the
exulting triumph of a Stephen, nor the peaceful going home of a John,
nor such a falling asleep as is granted at present to thousands of
believers under the smile of heaven, and with the joy of redemption
npon their lips. No; an eternal statute required that He should yield,
as far as possible, to the stroke of the king of terrors, and taste the death
to which the first Adam was sentenced. Under its horrors He bowed
His head. Observe the continued silence on high conoerning Himthe appalling restraint upon all the heavenly powers-the three ho~rs
darkness in which He was involved-and the jeers and blasphemIes
which assail Him from below. Truly, in all this you peroeive no cheering picture of the state in which He descends into the gloomy vale of
death. No; He does not die on the downy couch of fI. pre-assumed
blessedness, as many of the poorest sinners now die at His expense.
Nevertheless, He dies in the crown of triumph. At the moment when
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His heart ceased to beat, the words, "It is finished! " revealed the
entire fulness of their meaning. He had now reached the final completion of His work of redemption. The exclamation, " It is finished! "
resounded in heaven, and awoke hallelujahs to the Lamb, which shall
never more be mute. They reverberated through the abodes of darkness, like the thunders of God, announcing the termination of the
dominion of their prince. But a more blissful sound on earth does
not strike the ear of the penitent sinner to this hour than the words,
" It is finished!" It is as the sound of the great jubilee-trumpet, and
the proclamation of an eternal salvation.
Yes, my readers we are delivered. There is no longer any cause
for anxiety, except in the case of those who refuse to acknowledge
their sinfulness, and lost in pharisaic self-sufficiency, turn their backfl
on the Man of Sorrows on the cross. But if we are otherwise minded,
and, honouring truth, have judged and condemned ourselves in the
presence of God, then come! No more circuitous paths-no fruitless
efforts to help yourselves-no vain recourse to the empty cisterns of
this world, whatever proud names they may bear! The voice of peace
is heard on Calvary. Oh that we were solemnly conscious how much
was done for us there! Great was our guilt; we were condemned to
death, and the curse lay upon us; but all is done away in the words,
., It is finished!" If He has paid the ransom, how can a righteous
God in heaven demand payment a second time ~ Know you not the
assertion of the Apostle," There is now no condemnation to them that
are in Christ J esus ~" Let us give our whole hearts to Him, and
neither the multitude nor the heinousness of our sins need appal us. His
closed eyes, His death-like visage, His pierced hands and feet, oblige
us, even for the glorifying of His name, to oppose not only the infernal
accuser and the judge in our own breasts, but even Moses, the
administrator of eternal justice, with the Apostle's watchword, "Who
is he that condemneth, since Christ hath died ~ "
What invaluable fruit, therefore, do we reap from the tree of the
cross! That which the Saviour accomplished by His death was not
merely the work of satisfaction to Divine justice, by which He removed
the curse form our heads, but likewise His representative obedience,
which is henceforth imputed to His believing people, as the righteousness which avails in the sight of God. Along with the sentence,
" Depart from Me, ye cursed! " is also the" Mene, Tekel," erased from
our walls, and in its stead we read the mighty words, "Ye are washed,
ye are sanctified, ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus." And
that we are so is confirmed to us by the fact, that God now lovingly
inclines towards us, breathes His Spirit into us, leads us in bonds of
mercy and kindness, and as soon as we have finished our course, opens
the gates o£ His heavenly mansions to us. But that condemned sinners
are regarded as holy before God, without any infringement on His
justice, holiness, and truth, is intimated by that which the suffering
Saviour accomplished on the cross. Even the twenty-second Psalm
asserts that this would be the consequence of His death, since, in the
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last verse it is said, " They shall come and shall declare His righteousness
unto a. people that shall be born, that He hath done this." How just
and well-founded is, therefore, the victorious cry, " It is finished! " with
which the Lord, after performing His work, inclined His head to rest!
After these elucidations, you will easily understand the enigmatical
words in Heb. x. 14, "With one offering He hath for ever perfected
them that are sanctified." Yes, by the one act of the offering up of
Himself, He has so laid the foundation for all who believe in Him, of
their justificlJ,tion, sanctification, and redemption, that they may now
unhesitatingly rejoice in the first as an accomplished fact; that they
bear in them the s.econd, indeed, only as a germ, but such a one as
strives, by an inward necessity, for a perfect future development; and
that they have the third as surely and certainly in prospect, as Christ
their representative has already taken possession, in their names, of the
glorious and heavenly inheritance. As respects the capability, groundwork, and rudiments, there is, therefore, in every believer, the ideal
man-the man of the future glorified world, already created and presented to God. A creative act of a spiritual kind was accomplished
on the cross; and when that which was there created, shall have
attained to its perfect development, and have laid aside all its earthly
veils and coverings, the full truth of the triumphal shout, "It is
finished! " will become apparent, and the entire extent of its signification be revealed to us.
For know that the eye of the crucified Saviour, on uttering these
sublime words, rested not merely on individual sinners, for whose return
to their paradisaic state He prepared the blood-stained path, but also
on the whole world at large. It was then that He satisfied the desire
of all nations, as expressed for thousands of years, in mysterious
usages and religious rites, legends, songs, and imagery, and could now
most justly call the whole world His own. He had dissolved the ban
that lay upon it-had snatched it from the curse which justice had
impended over it, and had rent from the powers of darkness the
desolated earth, which, by the Divine decision, had fallen to them on
account of sin, had conquered it for Himself, and consecrated it to be
the scene of His future kingdom. There is, consequently, nothing more
groundless than the fear that the earth may again become in perpetuity
a fief of the prince of darkness, or a wilderness and desert of barbarism
and sin. The blood of Christ claims its transformation into an abode
of righteousness-its renovation to a paradise-its renewed amalgamation with heaven; and the Eternal Father, who has solemnly sworn to
His Son, saying, " Ask of Me, and I will give Thee the heathen for an
inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for a possession," will
not refuse to listen to the claims of the blood of His only begotten Son.
Whatever confusion and desolation may yet come upon our world, its
future is secure. On the cross, the ground of its inevitable transformation and glorification was laid, and the Holy Spirit was commissioned
not to rest till, at the cost of Immanuel, the great work of that new
creation shall have been completed. The model He has to realize has
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long been handed to Him. Do you wish to see the heavenly programme, which is to serve Him as the standard of His working and
operation 1 the wish can be granted you. The Prophet Isaiah displays
it before you in the sixty-fifth chapter of his prophecy, where you may
read as follows, from the seventeenth verse: "Behold, I create new
heavens and a new earth, and the former shall not be remembered nor
come into mind. But be ye glad and rejoice for ever in that which I
create; for behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing and her people a joy.
And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in My people; and the voice
of weeping shall no more be heard in her, nor the voice of crying.
There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an old man that
hath not filled his days; for the child shall die an hundred years old,
but the sinner being an hundred years old shall be accursed. And
they shall build houses and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards and eat the fruit of them. They shall not build and another
inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for as the days of a tree
are the days of My people, and Mine elect shall long enjoy the work of
their hands. They shall not labour in vain, nor bring forth for trouble,
for they are the seed of the blessed of the Lord, and their offspring
with them. And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will
answer, and while they are yet speaking I will hear. The wolf and the
lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall eat straw like the bullock,
and dust shall be the serpent's meat. They shall not hurt nor destroy
in all My holy mountain, saith the Lord."
When the glorious representations which are here given us become
life and reality, we shall then be truly conscious in what a stupendous
and comprehensive sense the dying Redeemer uttered the words" It is
finished!" At that moment, the entire fulness ~f deliverance and
glorification there depicted, had been won by Him, and the new world,
in all the preliminary conditions of its realization, was formed.
Let us avail ourselves, then, of the treasures of consolation and hope
which lie concealed for us in the words, " It is finished!" Let us more
closely encircle the cross, and derive from the death of the Redeemer,
along with the happy consciousness that our sins are forgiven us, desire,
courage, and strength, to live henceforth only to Him who gave such an
invaluable ransom for us. If we now wish to see what He has made
of us, poor children of Adam, by the offering up of Himself, let us cast a
look at the Church triumphant above. The just made perfect there
were once people like ourselves. Amongst them are the malefactor,
the publican, Magdalene, Zacchreus, and a host of other poor sinners.
Who recognizes them in their glorified state, their shining garments
and unfading crowns of life before the throne of God ¥ But if you
would know how they attained to this glory, listen to what is said in the
book of Revelation: "These are they that have come out of great
tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb." See, my friends, this is the whole of the mystery.
In those saints, the words, " It is finished! " have, as it were, assumed a
form. They display to us the entire greatness of the expression. They
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form its living and visible commentary. Let us therefore follow in their
steps. No other banner but the cross accompanies us to the city of
God. Let us join the band of travellers who follow this:oriflamme, and
let the full-toned echo, which resounds from the depth of our hearts, to
the cry, " It is finished! " be heard both now, and especially in our last
hour, "Who is he that condemneth, since Christ hath died 1 "
(To be continued).

THE SHIELD OF FAITH.
" ABOVE all, taking the shield of faith, whereby ye shall be able to
quench all the fiery darts of the wicked." The Apostle, when he
comes to speak of this grace, lifts up its head, as it were, above all its
fellows. What is this faith which is here commended, which is to
enable the Christian soldier to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked
,one 1
It is not a bare assent to the truths of the Gospel. Assent to these
is but an act of the understanding. But justifying faith has its seat
both in the understanding and will, and therefore is called a believing
with the heart (Acts viii. 37).
Faith is not assurance. Assurance is rather the fruit of faith
than faith itself. Faith, in time, after much communion with God,
and experience of His dealings, may flourish into assurance; but, as
the root lives before the flower appears, and continues when that is
gone again, so does true justifying faith live before assurance comes,
and after it disappears. Assurance is, as it were, the cream of faith.
Now you know there is milk before there is cream; this rises not but
after some time standing, and there remains milk after it is skimmed
off. Assurance is like the sunflower, which opens with the day, and
shuts with the night. It follows the motion of God's Face; if that
looks smilingly on the soul, it lives; if that frowns, or hides itself, it
dies. But faith is a plant that can grow in the shade-a grace that
can find the way to Heaven in a dark night. It can trust in a withdrawing God; it can walk in darkness and have no light, and yet stay
upon its God. This requires a holy boldness of faith, indeed, to
venture into God's Presence, as Esther into Ahasuerus's, when no
smile is to be seen on His face, no golden sceptre of the promise
perceived by the soul. Now this is hard work, and will try the
Christian's mettle to purpose. Yet such a spirit we find in that poor
woman of Canaan, who takes up the bullets Christ shot at her, and with
a humble boldness of faith sends them back again in her prayer.
Assurance says, I believe my sins are pardoned through Christ;
faith's language is, I believe on Christ for the pardon of them. The
word of God directs our faith to Christ, and terminates it on Him;
it is called therefore a coming to Christ (Matt. xi. 28); a receiving of
Him (John i. 12); a believing on Him (John xvii. 20). The promise
is the marriage-ring on the hand of faith; now we are not married to
the ring, but with it unto Christ. "All promises," saith the Apostle,
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" are Yea and Amen in Him !" To run away with a promise, and not
to close with Christ, is as if a man should rend a branch from a tree,
and lay it up in his chest, expecting it to be'U fruit there.
Faith is that act of the soul whereby it rests on Christ crucified for
pardon and life, and that upon the warrant of the promises. Christ and
faith are relatives, which must not be severed. Christ, He is the
treasure, and faith the hand which receives it. Christ's righteousness
is the robe, and faith the hand that puts it on. Faith's office is only
to receive Christ, whereby He becomes ours. It is not the sight of
a man's arm stretched out to a man in the water which will save him
from drowning, but the taking hold of it.
Why is faith compared to a shield ~
The shield is not for the defence of any particular part, but it is
intended for the protection of the whole body. This doth excellently
well set forth the universal use that faith is of to the Christian; it
defends the whole man; and as the shield is a defence to the soldier's
armour also, so faith is a grace that preserves all the other graces.
Faith is a right pilgrim grace; it travels with us to Heaven, and
when it sees us safe got within our Father's doors, it takes leave of us.
Faith finds all the graces with work; he that is careful to live in the
exercise of faith shall have a flow and increase of all other graces.
Hence it is that the saints, when they would advance to a high pitch,
pray for the increase of their faith. Our Saviour, when He would wind
up the love of His Apostles, to a high pitch, sets them a very hard
lesson, to forgive their offending brother seven times in a day. Now
mark; the disciples, apprehending the difficulty of the duty, said unto
the Lord, "Increase our faith." But why did they not rather say,
" Increase our love," seeing that was the grace they were to exercise in
forgiving their brother ~ Surely it was because love has its increase
from faith. The more strongly they could believe on Christ for the
pardon of their own sins, the more easy it would be to forgive their
brother. Indeed, no grace is safe if from under the wing of faith;
therefore to secure Peter from falling from all grace, Christ tells him
He has prayed that his faith should not fail. This is the grace that
makes Satan face about, and take to his heels.
But many never think that the promise which presents Christ to be
leaned on as a Saviour, presents Him at the same time to be chosen as
a Lord and Prince! Hath the Spirit of God thus put His golden key
into the lock of Thy will, to open the everlasting door of thy heart, to
let Christ the King of Glory in ~ Hath He not only opened the eye
of thy understanding, as He awaked Peter, asleep in prison, and caused
the chains of senselessness and stupidity to fall off thy conscience, but
also opened the iron gate of thy will to let thee out of the prison of
impenitency ~ Yea, brought thee to knock at Heaven's door for
entertainment, as Peter did at the house of Mary ~
Be of good comfort; thou mayest know assuredly that God hath
sent, not His angel, but His own Spirit, to deliver thee out of the hand
of sin and Satan.
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The habitation which pleaseth God most is thy heart, but it must be
a believing heart. Oh, how dare you sleep a night in that house where
God does not dwell ?
Oh,ljft up thy cry aloud unto God for faith! He that could, without
any prayer made to Him, give Christ for thee, will not be unwilling,
now thou so earnestly prayest, to give faith unto thee.
Then, seeing faith is such a choice grace, be stirred up to a more than
ordinary care to preserve it. Wouldst thou preserve faith, look to thy
conscience; for if faith be the jewel, a good conscience is the cabinet
in which it is kept.
Exercise they faith, if thou meanest to preserve it. We live by
faith, and faith lives by exercise. As we say of some stirring men,
they are never well but at work; so, hinder faith from working, and
you are enemies to the very life and being of it. Let the child seldom
see his father or mother, and when he comes into their presence he
will not make much after them. 0 Christian, take heed of letting
your faith be long out of work; if you do not use it when you ought,
it may fail you when you most desire it; like a servant who, because
his master very seldom employs him, makes bold to be gadding about,
and so, when his master calls him upon some extraordinary occasion,
he is out of the way, and not to be found.
But maybe you will ask, "How may I know whether my faith be
strong or weak ? "
First, the more entirely a Christian can rely on God's Word in the
promise, the stronger his faith is. Bless God for the experiences and
sensible tastes thou hast at any time of His love; but know that we
cannot judge of our faith by them. Experiences are like crutches,
which do indeed help a lame man to go, but they do not make him
sound or strong. A strong man may make good use of his staff now
and then to defend himself, though he does not lean on it all the way.
Thus the strong Christian may make good use of his experiences,
though he does not lay the weight of his faith on them, but on the
promise. Labour to lean more on the promise, and less on sensible
expressions of God's love, whether in the present feeling or past
experience of it. I would not take you off from improving these, but
from limiting the actings of our faith to these. Strong faith fears not
when God carries the creature beyond the depth of his reason, whereas
weak faith is taken up, how to reconcile the promise and the creature's
understanding; hence those many questions which drop from its
mouth. "Shall we go and buy two-hundred pennyworth of bread? "
as if Christ's word could not spare that cost and trouble. " Whereby
shall I know this?" saith Zacharias, to the Angel, "for I am an old
man." His faith was not strong enough to digest, at present, this
strange news.
Secondly, the more composed the heart is under the changes of the
Christian's condition in the world, the stronger his faith is. Weak
bodies cannot bear change of weather so well as healthful and strong
do. Thus strong faith can live in any climate, and fadge with any
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condition. St. Paul tells us he had learned, in whatsoever state he
was, to be content. Alas! all Christ's scholars are not in Paul's form;
but if you ask him who was his master that taught him this hard lesson,
he will tell you that he had it, not by sitting at Gamaliel's feet, but
Christ's. We must know God believingly to be what He is, before
our hearts will be still.
Thirdly, the more able to wait long for answers to our desires and
prayers, the stronger faith is. Weak faith is all for the present; if
it hath not presently its desires answered, it hath much ado to be kept
out of a fainting-fit; but strong faith waits God's leisure. It is low
water sometimes with the Christian; but faith brings in succours when
other graces fail. As you would not therefore live uncomfortably, and
have a dull, melancholy walk of it to Heaven, labour to strengthen
your faith.
" Whereby ye shall be able" (not an uncertain" maybe ye shall ")
" to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked!" Oh, stand off the devil's
mark, unless you mean to have one of his arrows in your side! Darts
or arrows cut their passage through the air, without telling us by any
crack or report that they are coming; thus insensibly does temptation
make its approach, giving us no warning. Nay, sometimes Satan is
so secret, that he borrows God's bow to shoot his arrows from. Job
cried out of the arrows of the Almighty, when it was Satan all the while
that was playing his pranks upon him. God was friends with this
good man, only Satan begged His leave, and God gave it for a time,
thus to affright him. Make use of faith, 0 ye saints, particularly for
quenching this kind of fiery darts. Let not Satan. take thee without
thy shield, as David took Saul in the cave, with his spear sticking in
the ground, which should have been in his hand.
Faith has a piercing eye; it is the evidence of things not seen. It
looks behind the curtain of sense, and sees sin before its finery is on.
It enables the soul not only to see the nature of all sin, but also how
transient its false pleasures are. It will not lose sure mercies for
uncertain pleasures. This made Moses leap out of the Egyptian court
into the fire of affliction. Should you see a man in a ship throw himself
overboard into the sea, you might at first think him out of his wits ;
but if a little while after you should see him stand safe on the shore,
and the ship swallowed up of the waves, you would then think he took
the wisest course. Faith sees the world and all the pleasures of sin
sinking; there is a leak in them which the wit of man cannot stop.
" Oh ! " saith Satan, "if thou wouldst but venture on a lie, make
bold a little with such a command, this wedge of gold is thine." Now
faith will teach the soul to reply, "I am well provided for already."
How canst thou want, 0 my soul, that by the promise hast command
of God's purse ~ Let him that is without God in the world shift and
sherk by his wits; do thou live by thy faith. Saul did not more
willingly leave seeking his father's asses, when he heard of a kingdom,
than the believing soul leaves prowling for the earth, now it hears of
Heaven.
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Every one as they like. Let them that love the world, take the
world; but, Lord, pay not my portion in gold or silver, but in pardon
of sin; this I wait for; my hope is even in Thee!
When thou art in thy depths of affliction, and Satan tempts thee
to asperse God, as if He were forgetful of thee, stop his mouth with this
-" No, Satan, God hath not forgot to do for me, but I have forgot
what He hath done, or I could not question His fatherly care over me."
Go, Christian, praise God for past mercies, and it will not be long
before thou hast a new song put into thy mouth for a present mercy.
Faith has a good memory, and can tell the Christian many stories of
ancient mercies; and when his present meal falls short, it can entertain
the soul with a cold dish. God intends more comfort from every mercy
He gives than the mercy itself amounts to. He would have thee make
it a help to thy faith, and a shore to thy hope, when shaken by any
future strait whatsoever. The husbandman does not sell all his corn
that he reaps, but saves some for seed, which may bring him another
crop; so thou shouldst not only feast thyself with the joy of thy
mercy, but save the remembrance of it as hope-seed. You do not
expect to find that money in your chest which you never laid there;
neither will you find in your heart to praise God for those mercies you
never committed to memory.
The great revenue of praise is paid into God's exchequer from those
who have had great sins pardoned. To the faith of every believer
Christ gives His whole self; all is yours,-the world, things present,
things to come-all are yours, you that are Christ's. Oh, what mayest
thou not, poor soul, take up from the promise upon the credit of 80
great a Redeemer!
WILLIAM GURNALL.

THE FIRST SIN.
By THE AUTHOR OF "THE PROTOPLAST."
" When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she
took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also to her husband
with her; and he did eat."-GENEsls iii. 6.

I HAVE ventured to take the event recorded in the above words as
the First Sin. It may be urged, that as angels probably fell, through
the infringement of some command of God, their offence should be
considered as the First Sin. But as, if it be so, we are left in total
ignorance of both the law which they broke, and the nature of their
crime, I feel justified in regarding this act of man as the first true
sin or law-transgression of which we have record in the Word of God.
I propose in this paper to look first at the offence of our federal parents,
as at once the great type and origin of all future Sin; then to pass
from the individuality of the first transgression, to more general and
enlarged views of our solemn subject, contemplating Sin, as it exists
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unchanged to this day, under various aspects; so, freely glvmg
expression to such thoughts as may arise in the mind, through their
connection with our present theme.
Let us not forget, that, as sinners, we are to study sin: and may He
who took the name of Jesus, that His very title might tell the tale of
salvation, be of our company, that when our hearts fail, He may restore
peace, and whisper to us, as He did to the Magdalene at His feet, in
days of old, "Thy sins, which are many, are forgiven thee."
Mark, first, the character of the First Sin. "She took of the fruit
thereof, and did eat." Was this the crime which cast the world into
such deep shadow 1
Had we been left to our own speculations, instead of being guided
by the Spirit's testimony, we should have fancied something very
different as the first offence of man. How many have read the story
of Eve's fall with deepest wonder. Can it be, they think, that upon
such a very trifle, as the eating or not eating a certain fruit, so much
hung suspended 1 Is all the guilt and misery of this burdened world
to be traced back to such a source 1 So strong has been the surprise
in the minds of some, as they have pondered over the simple record in
the book of Genesis, that they have, at length, concluded the whole
history to be an allegory. But the more we study the ways of God,
the deeper is the conviction that as the heavens are high above the
earth, so are all His thoughts above our thoughts. It is because we
have lost our own simplicity, that we cannot comprehend His mystery.
Surely, it is by the character of the first transgression that God would
teach us the abstract nature of sin. An act of disobedience to a known
command of Adam's Lord ruined the whole world. And that command, how simple! to abstain from the fruit of one tree in a garden.
God asked no gfeat thing from His creature, man, when He said, " Of
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat." And
yet it was as surely ruin to transgress this one commandment as to utter
blasphemy against Him who gave it. It seems to me, that in the
wondrous, history of the fall we begin to see the development of that
great principle, so beautifully and emphatically expressed by the
Apostle John, in after-days: "Sin is illegality."
The strength of the First Sin was the law of God. There was no
intrinsic poison in the forbidden fruit, for God cannot produce an
essentially evil thing; the creature's disobedience gave to it its deadly
power. We have glanced at this point in the First IJaw, but its importtance may justify my recurring to it again, here. It is the plain truth,
that by an act of such apparent insignificance as the tasting certain
fruit, our first parents wrought their own and our ruin: which instructs
us in the nature of that fearful thing which has separated us far from
God. Alas! how ill have we learned the lesson thus so early and so
practically taught. Day by day we forget that sin consists in whatsoever opposeth or falleth short of the law of God. We are too much
inclined to weigh actions in an untrue balance. We make to ourselves
a:rule of righteousness; and by it we measure the deeds of men, and
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pronounce upon the comparative enormity of crime. God hath
another scale-the revelation of His will to be done by His creatures:
this is His holy, pure, and spotless law-by this only He trieth the
thoughts, words, and actions of men. As a King, He giveth commandment to all flesh; that commandment may enforce some moral duty,
or may concern the form and fashion of some brazen pot or pan for
the temple service; in either case it is alike sacred: He that said, " Do
no~ commit adultery," said also, "Do not kill;" He that said, "Do
not kill," said also, "Thot). shalt not eat of the tree of knowledge."
His word is the law of His creature, His will the measure of righteousness. At the very onset of His dealings with man, He, by the very
simplicity of His command, asserted the absolute sovereignty of His
government. He hath a right to do what He will with His own. We
are not judges of the righteousness and wisdom of His exactions. He
gave to the first man, as a test of obedience, the restriction, "Of the
tree of knowledge, thou shalt not eat," and Adam ate. In after-days
He said to another of His creatures, "Go and smite Amalek, and
utterly destroy all that they have, and spare them not; but slay both
man and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass,"
and Saul spared the best of the sheep and oxen. Again, He spoke to
one of His own prophets, "Thou shalt go, and preach to Nineveh,"
and J onah fled to Tarshish. He saith now, "A new commandment
I give unto you, that ye love one another," and there are backbitings,
envyings, and divisions amongst us. Is it because the creature hath
failed again and again, that we are to dispute the righteousness of the
Lawgiver? Rather, let us rejoice that One is manifested to take away
our sin, and in Him is no sin. Only let the great principle, expressed
in the words, " Rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft; and stubbornness
is as iniquity and idolatry," be fully established in our souls, and we
shall look upon sin, as God looketh upon it. Henceforth no transgression of the least commandment, will seem a trifle in our eyes. We
shall not follow the Romish Apostasy, in making a distinction between
sins venial and sins mortal; we shall remember how mortal was the
taste of the forbidden fruit, and tremble to disobey God in what the
world calls a small matter. If, indeed, we study the character of the
first fatal transgression with understanding hearts, it will be to our
profit; there will be a holy jealousy, lest we should be betrayed into
calling any of God's injunctions unneeded or unsuitable. With new
interest shall we read all those minute directions concerning domestic
and national economy, given in the books of Moses; and which, too
often, are passed over by the Bible student. Insignificant in themselves; yet, as forming part of the law of commandments contained
in ordinances, for the use of Israel after the flesh, they become invested
with a glory and importance; like the stones in the breast-plate of the
high-priest, no sooner are they set in the law of the Lord, than they
shine with unchanging brightness, and the believer looking thereon,
beholdeth the light of God. These views will open to us the meaning
of the Apostle Paul, when he said, " There is nothing unclean of itself; "
4°
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and again, "Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing,
but the keeping of the commandments of God." They will preserve
us from the delusions of a party in the religious world, who have made
it a part of their system to set aside the ministry, sabbath-keeping, and
the Lord's Supper. I pray that the character of Adam's sin may not
be forgotten by us, when we hear it said of such or such an injunction,
that it is unimportant; or of such and such a fault, that it is a trifle.
Look next at the dvelopment of the First Sin. " When the woman
saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the
eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit
thereof, and did eat." Love hath ever been the fulfilling of the Law.
So long as the creature's love for God was perfect, the first law remained
unbroken; but even as in Elijah's days, there arose out of the sea a
vapour, not larger than a man's hand, which gathered unto itself other
clouds, until the whole heaven was covered with blackness; so there
arose in the horizon of Eden, as a little cloud, a doubt of God's love, and
behold now the sky is overcast above our heads, even with the shadow
of death. Yes, Eve began to think that her Maker had withholden
from her that which was good. She, looking upon the forbidden tree,
formed an independent judgment upon its qualities; she pronounced
that it was good for food, pleasant to the sight, and of a nature to
communicate wisdom to the partaker thereof. This was the first step
in the development of her sin. Next, she desired it. It was" a tree
to be desired." This was the first manifestation of that" phronema
sarkos," which, as the Ninth Article of the English Church hath it,
" some do expound the wisdom, some sensuality, some the affection,
some the desire of the flesh, and which is not subject to the law of
God." There is something wonderful in the typicality of the First Sin.
How distinctly do we see the shadow of that which is now in the world,
as the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of an intellectual
life. If we prove our own hearts, we shall trace in almost every act of
disobedience to God something of the working of Eve's motives, when
she put forth her hand to the tree of knowledge. Either the thing
which we desire, is "good for food," is to increase our temporal
advantages; or is to gratify our senses, as "pleasant to the eyes; "
or, more often still, is to minister to our intellectual pride, making us
'wiser in the world's knowledge than we were before. In the full and
iinal development of sin, the woman took of the fruit and ate. The deed
.of wickedness followed the unholy thought; and the ruin of the world
was completed. Does not an apostle say, "When lust hath conceived
it bringeth forth sin, and sin when it is finished, bringeth forth death " ~
;80 it was emphatically in the fin;t transgression. Further on in our
subject we shall see that sin does not always come to its full end; it
1.S sometimes, by the power of God's almighty grace and Spirit, checked
in its conception, and this was my reason for calling attention here to
the:.manner of its development in our first parents.
I would next notice the prolific nature of the First Sin. "The woman
gave also unto her husband, and he did eat." There is nothing,
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more wonderful in sin than its reproductive character. It is never
unfruitful. No sooner is one sin truly born, or brought forth in its
maturity, than it becomes the parent of a thousand, or a million, of
other transgressions. There is no point which should make us dread
sin more than its hydra-like multiplication. It branches forth in every
direction; it is impossible to check its rapidity of reproduction. Oh!
if it were possible that we could look forward, and see the myriads of
offences against God, in those around us, which spring from one idle
word or unrighteous deed of ours, we should estimate sin more truly.
But although we cannot trace out all the various ramifications of sin
which proceed from one root of bitterness, yet we can perceive that our
sin never standeth alone; it beareth fruit unto death. You can never
utter an unguarded expression of unkindness, that it does not call
forth an answering feeling of resentment in the mind of the person to
whom it is addressed. How fearful is the effect of one cross word! It
is spoken hastily, and immediately there springs up a desire of retaliation
in the heart of the aggrieved one, and a still unkinder word is returned:
the fire of discord is lighted, and who can tell what the end will be ?
Bitter feelings, cruel taunts, mutual recriminations, false accusations,
guilt of soul, loss of communion with a God of Love: all following as
the fruit of the first hasty expression of unkindness. Well does the
Apostle say, " The tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity:" it" setteth
on fire the course of nature, and is set on fire of helL" Blessed are
those who by "a soft answer," know how" to turn away wrath."
" Where no fuel is, the fire goeth out;" the strife of words ceaseth,
and the multiplication of sin receives a check. Would that there were
with us more peacemakers. They shall indeed be called the children of
God. The misery which is caused in a family by one unhappy or irritable temper is incalculable: let us, in watching ,the ravages made in
the peace and harmony of households by the scourge 01 the tongue, learn
to keep watch over our own lips, lest we be the first to throw down
the firebrand, or to rekindle it when it would die away for want of
fresh fuel. It is not, however, alone in the effect of angry words that
we mark the prolific nature of sin. A jesting word has often the same
effect in causing infinite sin and misery as an unkind word. Solomon
alludes to this, " As a madman, who casteth firebrands, arrows, and
death, so is the man that deceiveth his neighbour, and ~aith, Am I
not in sport?" You say a thing thoughtlessly, as a joke, for which
you have no ground: perhaps, it may be, that such an one is engaged
to be married; you may blight the life-long happiness of another by
such a speech; and years of misery, hopeless, wasted affection, aye
and sin also, may be traced back-in the day when the secrets of all
hearts shall be revealed-to ypur careless, wanton folly. These things
cannot take place except as ordered in the providence of a righteous
God, but is your condemnation the less? Shall not your foolishness
be accounted sin before Him who trieth the heart? I may seem to
speak harshly, but I have seen and marked the havoc wrought by
some joke, as it is called; and I cannot help warning the Christian to
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keep watch over himself in these matters. It may appear a light
thing to repeat a piece of scandal, or to tell a good story; but remember,
you who would shudder at the thought of hurting another physically,
" there is that speaketh like the piercings of a sword." Think also
that with the "same measure you mete it shall be measured to you
again." He that said, " Death and life are in the power of the tongue,"
saith also, "They that love it shall eat the fruit thereof."
And are not deeds of wickedness as reproductive of sin in others as
words? Surely they are. Every act of injustice and oppression is
almost sure to cause many like offences. The Apostle, seeing this, in
his time, saith, "Brother goeth to law with brother, and that before
the unbelievers." "Why do you not rather take wrong? why do
you not rather suffer yourselves to be defrauded?" He felt that there
was a reaction in every unjust or tyrannical deed; and therefore he
was urgent with his hearers to suffer an injury rather than resent it.
Again, he says to servants, "Be obedient, not only to the good and
gentle, but also to the froward." Many a dependant traces his ruin
to his superior. A labourer unjustly dealt with by his employer is the
first to join a revolutionary scheme. It is a common saying amongst
us, "A bad master makes a bad servant;" "A bad parent, a bad
child;" "A bad husband, a bad wife." There is truth in all this, and
it showeth the infection of sin.
Many a young creature hath gone, with warm, bright affections, to
seek rest in the house of her husband; and ere long hath discovered
his unfaithfulness to his marriage-vow: sad, blighted, disappointed,
and weary, she hath been thrown upon others for consolation, and in
an evil hour has fallen. Is she excused? Nay, in her iniquity she
standeth before God; but her blood shall be required at her husband's
hand. I might pursue this subject far further, but I forbear; let that
which has been said suffice to bring before us that fearful truth, the
prolific nature of sin. The contagion of the leprosy was the symbolic
representation, by which the Israelites were taught this great lesson.
May we learn it unto our profit.
The next and last point I would notice in the Sin of our First Parents
is the perpetuity of its effect on their posterity.
There is perhaps no doctrine which presents more difficulties to the
mind of the young Christian student than that of Original Sin; and I
think that with increasing light and knowledge these do not altogether
disappear: in our present state, it may be, we are not capable of understanding God's dealing in this matter; but if so, shall we not trust
Him still? The day will come when "He shall be justified in His
saying, and shall be clear when He is judged." I have not touched
upon the subject in the hope of explaining away perplexities, but
rather to ask my readers to search with me into what is really revealed
in Scripture upon the point, so that we may keep our minds unburdened
by the added systems of man. St. Paul treats of the subject in the
fifth of Romans. From the 12th to the 20th verse he shows the federal
character of the first Adam, as the law-breaker; and of the second
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Adam as the law-fulfiller. The first covenant of life was made with
Adam and his posterity, on the condition of his obedience to the first
law, as the representative of men. He broke that covenant, and
dying, according to the words of the Law Giver, in the day of his transgression, he gave birth to a dying seed. "As by one man sin entered
into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed apon all men,
for that all have sinned." Every offspring of the fallen parents came
into the world as legally dead before God; dead under the penalty of
an already broken law. It did not need that each child of Adam
should personally put forth his hand to the tree of knowledge, and eat
thereof, to sow within him the seeds of death; he was already dead.
"Death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not
sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression." God did not
say to Cain and Abel, "Ye shall not do such and such things, lest ye
die." Nay, they were dead men already in His sight; dead morally,
for they were sinners; dead legally, for the law of God was broken ;
dead physically, for their bodies were returning every moment unto
the dust. "By one man's disobedience, many were made sinners,"
are the concluding words of the Apostle's argument. They contain
the Scripture doctrine of Original Sin. They show us that the first
transgression was a federal act; and that in the perpetuity of its effect
it reaches unto us, who have proceeded from Adam. We were in the
loins of our father when he took the forbidden fruit; we were represented by him as our great head. We come not into this world to
stand our trial, as he did; we are not individually placed in a probationary state, with power to keep the terms of a yet unbroken
covenant. The probation time is past; the trial has been made;
the covenant has been broken; the creature man has failed. This is
the truth which is found so difficult to believe; how emphatically it
is said, " God hath concluded all under sin." How completely are we
shut out for ever from the possibility of being our own saviours. It
seems as if, by the hopelessness of our condition, God would drive us
to self-despair; that we might go at once to seek the gift of righteousness from Christ.
But consider further, not only do the children of Adam enter into
existence under the legal penalty of death, condemned through the
federal character of their father's sin; but moreover they inherit his
fallen and corrupted nature: instead of bearing the image of God,
they bear the image of Satan; their whole being is polluted; they do
not become sinners, they are born sinners; their filst thoughts are
thoughts of sin; their first words, words of mischief; their first deeds,
deeds of darkness. "As soon as they are born, they go astray and
speak lies," is the Spirit's testimony. And does not experience confirm
it? Can we look back into the depths of memory, to a time when our
rebel will did not rise within us, opposing the law of God? Can we
not call to mind the early ebullitions of passion, almost from the
cradle? Were we not envious, proud, selfish, when we hanged yet
upon our mother's breasts? Foolishness (yea, the germ of that
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foolishness which saith in after-days, " There is no God ") is bound up
in the heart of the little child. It is not any after-yielding to the
Tempter's voice which effects his ruin, the deadly poiwn of the tree of
knowledge has infected his veins; he is born a leper, for he is a leper's
son. David, referring to this birth-sin, says, "Behold, I was
shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me." No
fragment of the first man's creature-righteousness remaineth; the
whole nature of the Adam-born seed is corrupt; every imagination of the heart is evil only, and continually.
How faithfully does the Church of England on this point echo the
witness of the book of God: "Original sin standeth not in the following of Adam (as the Pelagians do vainly talk), but it is the fault and
corruption of the nature of every man that naturally is engendered of
the offspring of Adam, whereby man is very far gone from original
righteousness, and is of his own nature inclined to evil," etc.
This is, I believe, the true statement of the doctrine of Original
Sin. Much has been added to it by the darkening comments of
divines; but in its simplicity it exists on the page of God's revelation,
and we cannot reject it. It is a great mystery; I do not attempt to
explain it; it is one of those things which we must trust God to open
to us in a future state, when we shall see no longer through a glass,
darkly. If ever the thought arise, "Why doth He yet find fault? "
let us answer our own hearts, "Who art thou that repliest against
God?" And remember, this doctrine is the great parallel of that
glorious truth, the federal headship of the Second Adam, and the
imputation of His righteousness to all who believe in Him. We cannot
take the one into our creed, and leave out the other. "As by the
disobedience of one man, many were made sinners, so by the obedience
of one shall many be made righteous." "As in Adam all die, so in
Christ shall all be made alive."
Remember also another thing. Notwithstanding the imputation
of the first offence to Adam's posterity, each individual sinner perishes
by his own iniquity; he stands before God for ever, as self-destroyed
by his personal transgression of the law. This is very important to be
kept in view, while upholding the Scripture truth of Original Sin. The
Lord meets the complaint of His creatures with this argument, reasoning with them after the manner Of men: "What mean ye, that ye use
this proverb, saying, The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the
children's teeth are set on edge? As I live, saith the Lord God, ye
shall not have occasion any more to use this proverb in Israel," etc.
"The soul that sinneth, it shall die." See the whole chapter of the
eighteenth of Ezekiel, where this matter is fully treated, and the
righteous government of God vindicated from every charge.
Mark how God pleaded with the first offspring of the fallen, the
first who was " born in sin." "If thou doest well, shalt thou not be
accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door." Even
in these few words, God plainly showeth that He will deal with men
as individual transgressors. Since Adam fell, not one lost soul has
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passed to that world where sin receives its final judgment, who hath
not, while upon earth, signed and sealed his own condemnation;
not one whom Christ may not include in the fearful charge which He
made against the Jews of His day, " Ye allow the deeds of your fathers."
We are each in our own persons, by individual acts of rebellion, consenting to our first parents' guilt; completing the fulness of the world's
iniquity; and filling up, as Jesus said, the measure of om fathers. So
shall we be speechless in the day of account. I would just say, if this
be so, how manifest is the safety of those infants who die before they
commit actual sin. The peculiar promises of God concerning them;
the grounds of our hope, yea, assurance as to their blessedness, will
come before us in a future paper; but in passing over our present
ground, the thought suggests itself-How vast is the number of those
who day by day are passing hence, without the bitter knowledge of
their lost estate in the first Adam, to the glorious inheritance secured
to them by the righteousness of the Second Adam; they die under a
covenant of peace which eternity reveals to them, and find themselves
with white robes before the throne of God, washed from Original Sin
in the blood of the Lamb.
(To be continued.)

"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY 1"
LEVITICUS

xiii. 1-3.

" AND the Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron, saying, When a man
shall have in the skin of his flesh a rising, a scab, or bright spot, and it
be in the skin of his flesh like the plague of leprosy; then he shall be
brought unto Aaron the priest, or unto one of his sons the priests;
and the priest shall look on the plague in the skin of the flesh; and
when the hair in the plague i" turned white, and the plague in sight be
deeper than the skin of his flesh, it is a plague of leprosy; and the
priest shall look on him, and pronounce him unclean." The plague of
leprosy is an evil thing to enter the camp of God. How noticeable is
the fact of the minuteness in detail with which the inquiry into the
suspected case of leprosy is conducted by the priest-lest there should
be any mistake. No human priest could cure that plague, though he
might look upon it. But the Lord Jesus can cleanse the leprous soul
with His own blood. "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."
The leprosy of sin is deeper than our skin, for it has spread over the
entire man. There is no mode of healing the plague of leprosy. Sin
must be judged, and all hope in the flesh must be repudiated. A new
and contrite heart is the believer's portion. How clean is he whom
the Spirit makes a new creature-old things have passed away, all
things have become new. Jesus can make the leper a whole manperfectly whole.
Le'icester.
MARY.
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MELCHISEDEC.

(FROM DR. JOHN OWENS' EXPOSITION OF THE EPISTLE TO THE
HEBREWS.)
FOR the person spoken of and described by his name, Melchisedec,
I shall in this place say no more of him but what is necessary for the
understanding of the text. For I shall not here examine those opinions
and disputes concerning him, which, for the most part, have been
raised by needless curiosity. The fond and impious opinion of them
who would have him, some of them, to be the Holy Ghost, and some
of them God, even the Father Himself, have been long since exploded.
That he was an angel, in human appearance, is so contrary to the design
of the Apostle, that not many have given countenance to that opinion.
But that he was the Son of God Himself, in a prelibation of His
incarnation, taking upon Him the form of a man, as He did afterwards
the internal form and being in the personal union, some learned men
have conjectured and contended. Howbeit, this also is directly
contrary to the text, wherein he is said to be " made like unto the Son
of God." And indeed all such opinions as make him more than man
are wholly inconsistent with the design of the Apostle, which is to
prove that, even among men, there was a priest and priesthood
representative of Christ and His priesthood, superior to that of the
law; which hath nothing of argument in it, if he were more than a
man. Besides, he lays it down for a eertain principle, that every
high-priest is taken from among men, (chap. v. 1). And therefore,
if Melchisedec were a high priest, he was also thus taken from among
men.
Among those who grant that he was a mere man, very many, following
the opinion of the Jews, contend that he was Shem, the son of Noah,
who was certainly then alive, and of great authority in the world by
virtue of his primogeniture. But this also riseth up in contradiction
to our Apostle, beyond all possibility of reconciliation. The Jews,
who are no further concerned in him but as to what is declared by
Moses, may safely, as to their own principles, though not truly, conjecture him to be Shem. But whereas our Apostle affirms that he was
"without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither
beginning of days nor end of life," we are not allowed to interpret
these things of him, concerning whom most of these things are expressly
recorded. Nor will it suffice to say that these things indeed are written
of him under the name of Shem, but not under the name of Melchisedec :
for this were to make the Apostle to lay the weight of so important
an argument as that in hand, and from whence he infers the removal
of all the ancient legal institutions out of the Church, upon a nicety,
and to catch, as it were, at an advantage for it. Besides, let him be
called as he will, it is his person in the discharge of his office which
the Apostle speaks of, and the things affirmed of him are not true
concerning, or not truly applicable unto, Shem. And we may. observe
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by the way what a blessed effect it is of the care and wisdom of God
towards the Church, that there are so few things in the Scriptures that
seem to administer occasion unto the curiosities and conjectures of
men, and of those, not any of them needful unto our faith and obedience,
80 as that these should receive the least prejudice by our ignorance of
the precise sense of those places. The whole is filled with such depths
of wisdom and truth as require our humble, diligent, reverend, careful
search into them, all the days of our lives. But particular passages,
historical or mystical, such as leave room for variety of conjectures, are
very few; had they been multiplied, especially in matters of any importance, it could not have been avoided but that religion would have
been filled with fruitless notions and speculations. And thus it hath
fallen out in this matter of Melchisedec, which being veiled or hidden in
the Old Testament, and that on purpose that we should know no more
of him, nor any of his concerns,but what is expressly written; all ages
have been fruitlessly exercised, yea, pestered, with such curious
enquiries about him as rise up in direct opposition unto the scope of
the Holy Ghost, in the account given concerning him.
These things, therefore, are certain, and belong unto faith in this
matter.
First, that he was a mere man, and no more than a man. For
(1) Every high-priest was to be taken from among men (chap. v. 1).
So that the Son of God Himself could not have been a priest had He
not assumed our nature. (2) If he were more than a man, there were
no mystery in his being introduced in the Scripture without father,
without mother, without pedigree, for none but men have so. (3)
Without this conception of him, there is no force in the Apostle's
argument against the Jews.
Secondly, that he eame not to his office by the right of primogeniture
(which includes a genealogy), or by any successive way, but was raised
up and immediately called of God thereunto. For in that respect
Christ is said to be a priest after his order.
Thirdly, that he had no successor on the earth, nor could have;
for there was no law to constitute an order of succession, and he was
a priest only after an extraordinary call. These things belong unto
faith in this matter, and no more.
Two things, every way consistent with the scope and purpose of
the Apostle, yea, eminently subservient thereunto, I shall take leave
to add; the one as my judgment, the other as a probable conjecture
only. And the first is, that although he lived and dwelt in Canaan,
then and afterwards principally possessed by the posterity of the son
of Ham so called, yet he was none of the seven nations or people therein,
that were in the curse of Noah devoted unto bondage and destruction.
For whereas they were therein by a spirit of prophecy anathematized
and cast out of the Church, as also devoted unto destruction, God would
not raise up among them, that is, of their accursed seed, the most
glorious ministry that ever was in the world with respect unto typical
signification, which was all that could be in the world, until the Son
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of God came in His own person. This I take to be true, and do somewhat wonder that no expositors did ever take any notice of it, seeing
it is necessary to be granted from the analogy of sacred truth.
My conjecture is that he was a person of the posterity of Japheth,
who was principally to be regarded as the father of the Gentiles who
were to be called. Noah had prophesied that God should enlarge the
heart of J apheth, or persuade him so as that he should return to dwell
in the tents of Shem (Gen. ix. 27). Unto Shem he had before granted
the present blessing of the Covenant in those words, "Blessed be the
Lord God of Shem" (v. 26), and thereby the bringing forth of the
promised seed was confined unto his posterity. Hereon, among them
was the Church of God to be continued, and upon the matter confined
until the Shiloh came, unto whom the gathering of the Gentiles was
to be, in the enlargement of J apheth, and his return to dwell in the
tents of Shem. And whereas the land of Canaan was designed of God
for the seat of the Church in his posterity, he suffered it to be possessed
first by the seed of cursed Canaan, that in their dispossessing and
destruction He might give a representation and security of the victory
and final success of the Lord Christ and His Church over all their
adversaries. Before this came to pass, God, as I suppose, brought this
Melchisedec and some others of the posterity of Japheth into the land
of Canaan, even before Abraham himself (in pursuit of the promise
made unto Shem) had possession of it; and placed him there in a
condition of office superior unto Abraham himself. And this might
be done for two ends: (1) That a claim might be put in on the behalf of
J apheth unto an interest in the tents of Shem, in the type of the
privilege for a while confined unto his family. This right and
rule of Melchisedec in those places which were to be the seat of
the Church enjoying the promise made to Shem, took, as it were,
livery and seizin for the Gentile posterity of J apheth, which was in
due time to be brought into the full possession of all the rights and
privileges of it. (2) That he might manifest that the state of Gentile
converts, in the enjoyment of the promise and spiritual privileges of
the Church, should be far more excellent and better than was the state
and privileges of the posterity of Shem whilst in their separate condition,
God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us
should not be made perfect. But these things are submitted to the
judgment of every candid reader.
I shall only add, what is certain and indubitable, namely, that we
have herein a signal instance of the sovereignty and wisdom of God.
All the world had, at this time, generally fallen into idolatry and false
worship. The progenitors of Abraham, though a principal branch
of the posterity of Shem (as it is like in the line of primogeniture),
"dwelt beyond the river and served other gods" (Joshua xxiv. 2).
Probably Abraham himself was not free from the guilt of that apostasy
before his call. Canaan was inhabited by the Amorites with the rest
of the devoted nations on the one hand, and the Sodomites on the
other. In the midst of these sinners above others was this man raised
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up, the great type of Christ, with all the illustrious qualifications to be
afterwards declared. And we may learn,1. That God can raise the greatest light in the midst of the greatest
darkness (as Matt. iv. 16).
2. He can raise up instruments for His service, and unto His glory>
when, where, and how He pleaseth.
3. This signal prefiguration of Christ in the nations of the world,
at the same time, when Abraham received the promises for himself
and his posterity, gave a pledge and assurance of the certain future
call of the Gentiles unto an interest in Him and participation of Him.
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THE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR,I thank you most gratefully for your kind words of encouragement
in the July number of the valuable GOSPEL MAGAZINE. It would be
difficult to express fully what our country owes to her soldiers and
sailors; therefore it behoves us to remember them. The gratitude
shown by these men for the books sent them should stimulate the
people of God to help forward the work of scattering Gospel seed in the
Army and Navy. Resting upon the Lord and waiting for Him, may
we seek to abound in the work of the Lord.
The following letters have just reached me :From a Missionary to sailors. "Many thanks for useful box of
books which arrived quite safe, some of them are being carried already
to various parts by our sailor friends, who are always hungering after
books. I am cheered by the way they look for my visit, and the
literature I am enabled to give them. I am looking forward to the
time when I shall be able to fit them up with a small library ; some of
the vessels are here every three weeks, so a few good books would do
to start with. God is blessing the labour of our hands among the sons
of the sea."
From another Missionary. "Allow me to thank you for the box of
books we have just received from you for the use of our Mission work
among the sailors and fishermen visiting our port."
From a Chaplain. "Your kind letter has reached me. I am deeply
grateful to you for your kind gift and the thought that inspired it, and
am sure that our seamen will greatly appreciate the books you have
sent. It is astonishing how they look for a ' bit of reading' to cheer
up the loneliness of their voyages, and we are sometimes hard pressed
to find sufficient supplies for them all. It is only by the help of kind
friends, who always seem to come in just when needed most, that we
are able to meet all demands. Please accept my warmest thanks."
Yours sincerely,
6, STIRLING ROAD,
R. E. BRIDER.
BATH ROAD, BRISTOL, Sept., 1909.
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IN MEMORIAM.
DEAR SIR,On Thursday, August 26th last, in her 90th year, a very faithful
disciple of our risen Lord, Marianne Taylor, widow of Dr. John Taylor,
late of Ferns, Co. Wicklow, and sister of the late Stearne Phillips, Esq.,
of Multifarnham, West Meath, was called up higher, after a long and
lingering illness borne with the fortitude of one who knew in whom
she trusted. Although not moving in the limelight of great publicity,
yet her burning zeal for the Kingdom of God, and her fruitfulness in
good works, with her intensely prayerful spirit, were known to many,
including readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE; therefore I hope a few
lines in remembrance of her devoted Christian life will not be out of
place in this standard-bearer of the doctrines she so much loved-I
mean the doctrines of grace with which she was powerfully impressed
in her early days, under the ministry of the eminent W. H. Krause,
incumbent of the Bethesda Chapel, Dublin. My acquaintance with
the subject of this notice was in the year 1857. She advertised for an
opening in a clergyman's family, with a view to help in parish work.
In replying to this advertisement, I enclosed a copy of my little tract,
" Thou shalt die," and the reading of this tract decided her to accept
the offer of a home in my family, and the prospect of work in
my then parish of Wolvey, Warwickshire. For about two years
she rendered gocd service in the Sunday School, and as a district
visitor and collector for Evangelical Societies, not forgetting the
Irish Society and Irish Church Missions. Naturally, as an Irish gentlewoman, she felt acutely the wrongs inflicted on her native land by bad
legislation, and especially by the one-sided administration of the law
in favour of Popish aggression. On my preferment to the Rectory of
Tickenham, Somerset, by my Diocesan, Dr. Pepys, Bishop of Worcester,
in 1859, although the then vicarage house did not admit of her continuing as a member of my family, she occupied rooms in the parish and
continued her valuable work, in addition to subscribing largely to the
building of the existing rectory house. After my short stay at Tickenham, Miss Phillips, as she then was, resumed her place in the Vicarage
of St. Luke's, Wt'\llington, Hanley, helped greatly in building schools
(there being none in 1860), and labouring with marked blessing among
the elder girls in Sunday School. This good work continued until I
removed to Somers Town, and she was married to Dr.Taylor of Terns,
in 1868. Her marriage did not interrupt our friendship, nor her
continuous Christian work. She was still the helper of her clergyman
and a mother in Israel. However, on Dr. Taylor's death, about 1888,
she removed to Bath, and settled down with great comfort under the
ministry of the late Rev. W. H. Etches, minister of Kensington Chapel,
and made many warm friends in Bath, especially in the family of Mr.
Etches. After his lamented decease this friendship continued until
Miss Etches, his sister, received her sudden home call, and his widow
and daughters were scattered, some by marriage and some by missionary
work, as in the case of Miss Susie Etches, so well known for her effective
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evangelistic and missionary addresses. Mrs. Etches, however, was able
to visit my friend from time to time, and soothed her failing faculties.
The Rcv.Thos. Houghton, the present Incumbent of Kensington Chapel,
was also a great comfort by his constant pastoral visits. It is to these
last two I am mainly indebted for particulars of her later years, as my
failing health deprived me of the pleasure of seeing her for the last
four years. To look back on our fifty-two years unbroken friendship
is a very sweet memory, and I may adopt the words which Milton
addressed to a somewhat similar friend :"When faith and love, which parted from thee never,
Had ripened thy just soul to dwell with God,
Meekly thou didst resign this earthly load
Of death, called life; which us from life doth sever."
Sept. IIth, 1909.
J. N. WORSFOLD,
(late Rector of Haddlesey).
=====~=

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
(BY THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.)

ON September 2nd, a well attended meeting, in aid of the Society, was
held at Walton-on-Naze, in the Round Gardens Assembly Room, under
the auspices of Mrs. Howe. Professor Orchard presided, and addresses
were given by the Revs. T. H. Cook, Vicar of Frinton, D. L. Johnson,
M.A., Rector of Peldon, J. Silvester, M.A., Vicar of Great Clacton, and
the Secretary and other friends. A liberal collection was taken, and
interest in the Institution quickened. The Committee are making a
special effort by such meetings and in other ways to secure additional
annual subscribers of sums under one guinea, amounts within the
power of many to give. The claims upon the Society are rapidly
increasing, and the number of pensioners and the sum expended in
pensions are larger than ever. £43 daily are required.
The New Quarterly Record is ready, and copies will be sent to any
friends who will kindly place them in the hands of non-subscribers.
This issue contains a portrait and biographical sketch of Thomas Hardy
of Leicester, who was a steadfast friend of the Society, and who is so
well known by his two volumes of "Letters." Other articles bearing
upon the Society will prove interesting to all lovers of the Lord's aged
poor.
One hundred and two years have rolled away since the commencement of the Society, and the need for its work is greater than ever. It
was evidently a thought suggested by God's own Spirit, and a purpose
sustained and animated by One Whose wisdom is infinite, and Who is
alive for evermore. Though the mind from which the effort at first
originated has long since passed from these scenes of mortality, and
the hand that launched it has crumbled in the clay, a heavenly life is at
its basis, and a Covenant God will keep the ark afloat. Once a project
in the solitary and prayerful mind of the Rev. James Bisset, it was
cast forth upon the waters; at first it looked as if it would never get to
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,sea, but at length it floated with three pensioners; and now, notwithstanding all rocks and billows, it carries 1,682. It brings young and
old, rich and poor together, and makes the last years of many hundreds
of God's aged people brighter and happier than they otherwise would
be. The dismal thought of the workhouse as the last stage of the
journey fades away, and families who are honestly struggling in life
.have the satisfaction of seeing aged parents provided for; a spirit of
healthy independence is fostered, and the commonwealth derives
benefit from the silent but penetrative influence of the lives of those
who are maintained in all parts of the land.
" Though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed
,day by day," and the aged pilgrim is not like a crumbling ruin, picturesque in its decay and falling to rise no more, but the possessor of
a hope full of immortality and the partaker of the knowledge of Christ
.and " the power of His resurrection." To such" the day of death is
better than the day of one's birth," and life's brightest hours are often
,at its close, when revelations of His grace glance on the darkening sight,
and radiant thoughts cheer the traveller who is near home. To such
this Society ministers and by personal protection as well as by pecuniary help, seeks to cheer those who are sometimes tempted to deem
themselves forgotten, but who to the very end prove the faithfulness
-and lovingkindness of the Lord.
GOD THE END OF ALL THINGS.
throne is in the heavens; the heavens depend not upon the earth,
nor God upon His creatures. Since He is independent in regard of His
essence, He is so in His dominion, which flows from the excellency and
fulness of His essence. As He receives 'His essence from none, so He
.derives His dominion from none. All other dominion except paternal
authority is rooted originally in the wills of men. The first title was
the consent of the people, or the conquest of others by the help of those
people that first consented. And in the exercise of it, earthly dominion
depends upon assistance of the subjects, and the members being
joined with the head carry on the work of government, and prevent
civil dissensions; in the support of it, it depends upon the subjects'
contributions and taxes. The subjects in their strength are the arms,
and in their purses the sinews of government. But God depends upon
none in the foundation of His government; He is not a Lord by the
votes of His vassals. Nor is it successively handed to Him by any
predecessor, nor constituted by the power of a superior. Nor forced
He His way by war and conquest, nor precariously attained it by suit
or flattery or bribing promises. He holds not the right of His empire
from any other; He hath no superior to hand Him to His throne, and
settle Him by commission. He is therefore called King of kings and
Lord of lords, having none above Him: "A great King above all gods"
(Ps. xcv. 3); needing no licence from any when to act, nor direction.
HIS

-Stephen Charnock.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE preliminary prayer meetings on the three Friday evenings preceding the holding of the Conference at Clifton are in course of being
held, and are well attended, a considerable amount of interest in the
subject chosen for consideration at the Convention being manifested.
" Priesthood" is a topic on which much superficial knowledge is entertained amongst Christians, especially on the Priesthood of believers,
and it is highly desirable that sound information should be disseminated.
The Melchisedec Priesthood of Christ, too, is one but partially apprehended, and a keen interest in it will be provoked by the testimony
borne by the brethren at Clifton, among whom may be mentioned
the Rev. Canon Head, Rev. Trevor Fielder, Colonel H. B. O. Savile,
C.B., Mr. G. F. Bergin, the Rev. Dl. Peake, the Rev. J. P. Wiles,
Mr. J. L. Stanley, Mr. J. E. Hazelton, the Rev. Thomas Houghton, the
Rev. G. W. Neatby, Mr. John Wood, the Rev. Isaac Hawker, the
Rev. D. L. Johnson, etc. Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday,
October 5-7, are the days of meeting, which we hope will be favoured
with suitable weather, and bring great blessing to all concerned. A
Report will be published.
The Papacy has determined on a great political campaign in France.
Though the main object is not avowed publicly, I have no doubt that
it is the overthrowing of the Republic and the re-establishment of the
Monarchy on lines that shall make it the humble tool of the Vatican.
The Pari!: correspondent of the Times writes a long account of this
political movement. He states :-" Close observers here are witnessing
the :first steps in the formation of a Roman Catholic Party, which only
the utmost prudence can prevent from becoming an object of suspicion
to the political world, aI,ld to the great mass of public opinion in France.
The more enlightened organs of Roman Catholic opinion here are well
aware of the danger lurking in the formation of a Roman Catholic Party
which shall actively undertake to promote political ends."
The seventh annual Commemoration of the Martyrdom of John
Kensit 'will (D.V.) be celebrated this year at Bolton. On Thursday,
September 30th, there will be a great Protestant demonstration in
the Victoria Hall, when Mr. J. A. Kensit will give his popular lecture
entitled "The Life and Times of my Martyred Father." On the
'following Sunday (October 3rd) special services will be held in St. Paul's
Church, Halliwell, when the preacher will be the Rev. Hyma H.
Redgrave, M.A. (Vicar of St. Paul's, Burslem). These commemoration
.services will conclude with a united gathering in the Temperance Hall
.at 8.15 p.m., when the Rev. Hyma H. Redgrave and Mr. J. A. Kensit
will preach.
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The forthcoming Annual Conference which opens in Caxton Hall,
London, on October 19th, celebrates the sixty-second birthday of the
Evangelical Alliance. The speakers are numerous and the subjects of
national and international interest. Lord Kinnaird is to preside at
the opening meeting on Tuesday evening, October 19th, when the
chief speaker will be Dr. G. Campbell Morgan. During the two following days the subj~cts for consideration include" The Authority of the
Holy Scriptures," "The Spread of Romanism in England," and
" Christian Reunion," while the speakers include the Dean of Canterbury, the Rev. George Hanson, D.D., the Rev. F. S. Webster, M.A.,
the Rev. J. Stuart Holden, M.A., and Bishop Hasse.
The Week of Prayer annually organized by the Alliance throughout
the world falls earlier than usual in January, the first complete week
commencing on Sunday, January 2nd. The Week of Prayer will
therefore be observed from January 2nd to the 8th. The progress of
religious liberty in Albania has rendered possible a translation of the
Week of Prayer programme in the Albanian language. Every Mission
station in China is also receiving a Chinese translation. Wales also
is being supplied with a translation into Welsh.

il{ebiewfJ aull !Jl,ottcefJ of }3oo!tfJ.
THE LIFE OF WILLIAM HUNTINGTON, S.S. By THOMAS WRIGHT
(Author of "The Life of William Cowper," etc.). Pp. 304.
5s. net. (London: Farncombe & Son). 1909.
We refer to the issue of a deeply interesting and scholarly life of this
extraordinary man of God, hoping to return to it in a future number.
THE GLORY OF THE BODY OF CHRIST: AN OPENING Up OF THE EPISTLE
TO THE EPHESIANS. By E. F. STROTER. 2s. 6d. net. (London:
Morgan & Scott). 1909.
This appears to be a helpful commentary on the precious portion of
God's revealed Word, and we wish it good success.
SONGS IN THE NIGHT. By JAMES B. DURAND. Is. 3d. net. (London:
Farncombe & Son). 1909.
A choice collection of spiritual songs, together with a memoir of a
gracious American youth who was early called" Home."
THE tried Christian sometimes looks around upon the ungodly, and
wonders at God's dealings with them. Judging by sense, he is
stumbled, until, like Asaph, he repairs to the Sanctuary-of the Word.Rev. J ames Smith.
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