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" Who comforteth us in all our tribula.tion, that we may be able to comfort them which are in aDy
trouble, b}' the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 OOR.. i. 4.

TREMBLING SAINTS ASSURED.
" Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage;
be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the LORD thy GOD is
with thee whithersoever thou goest."-JOSHUA i. 9.

THE saints of GOD are a timid"and a much-tried people. The LORD
knows this, and has laid up in His sacred Word numerous precious
promises to refresh and strengthen them. By His SPIRIT He gives
their souls confidence in these sure pledges of His truth, and enables
faith to appropriate their blessedness. The crookedness and roughness of the path by which GOD'S children are DIVINELY led serve
to make the counsels of their heavenly FATHER exceeding sweet
and timely, and they cheer the desponding spirits of His pilgrim
saints even unto fulness of joy. He Who knows the end of the
pilgrimage from the outset guides and provides His flock with
consummate skill and tender sympathy, and fails not to meet every
exigence with unfailing faithfulness and love. How well provided
are the subjects of GOD'S sovereign grace and Covenant salvation!
We see this in the way of His purposes-" Have not I commanded
thee ~" He it is Who designs all, provides all, and effects allHimself. Nothing is left to chance, contingency, or the ignorant
free will of man. GOD'S people are not sent a warfare at their
own charges. The wilderness through which they pass was made
and is superintended by their own GOD, and He makes all things
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for Himself. How blessed it is that He Who foresees the end from
before the beginning provides infallibly to meet for them all the
minutest necessities of life's experience. Step by step, His hand
provides, conducts, upholds, delivers. Oh, how good it is to live,
and walk, and endure by faith! "I can do all things, through
CHRIST, which strengtheneth me," is the happy assurance of the
man of GOD who has confidence in the all-sufficient, almighty,
wonder-working, promise-performing JEHOVAH.
Oh, the blessedness of remitting to Him all contingency and
possibility throughout the sphere of our Christian experience, and
to rest implicitly and acquiescingly on the settlements which GOD'S
loving wisdom has decreed and ordained for His own glory and our
highest good. It is indeed a wonder past finding out, how He can
make all things-the smallest and most insignificant-fulfil His
profound counsels and designs. "Have not I commanded?"
All things are subject to His Kingly sceptre and Royal pleasure, .
and there is no failure or miscarriage possible throughout the realm
of His administration. Our souls-through infirmity-often fail to
realize this precious truth, but the certitude of GOD'S perfect ways
is absolute and invariable, and demands our continual admiration.
The human element of change is wholly absent from the counsel of
our GOD. We rest on the actings of a will which is a law to itself
-infinitely holy-and one not dependent on the caprice of human
approval. And it is a law of absolute love and mercy, beneath
which we shelter, brethren beloved.
Oh, let us give thanks, and sing a song of unending praise to
our all-gracious GOD! Let us seek to be of "a good courage,"
and not yield to slavish fear. "Perfect love casteth out fear"
(1 John iv. 18). Our tender GOD and FATHER forbids our
natural dread and foolish apprehensions of evil. With Him
on our side Who rules the powers of heaven, earth, and hell,
of what need we be afraid? That one promise of our GOD which
stands at the head of this article is abundantly enough for us"For the LORD thy GOD is with thee whithersoever thou goest."
That word is omnipotent for us with Divine good. That masterkey of Scripture opens for us every Providential lock! The
presence of the KING commands all the riches of heaven in the
interests of the poorest of His subjects. Let, then, the meanest
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saint seek to realize his privilege-" I have all, and abound." In
this short passage of the" sure Word" is contained ALL the bliss of
heaven-for evermore! What more can JEHOVAH declare? What
more can He bestow? It is enough. Children of GOD, your grateful service is due-due for ever to the FATHER, the SON, and the
HOLY SPIRIT, for this great and gracious salvation! Oh, cease not
in tendering this your reasonable service-cease not day or night.
Your salvation is JEHOVAH'S masterpiece. It demands eternal
song!
Clifton.
THE EDITOR.
"LET HIM TAKE ALL."
(2 SAMUEL xix. 30.)
LET Him take all, if it be His" good pleasure; "
Oh, struggle not against His mighty haud
Who formed the earth, and limited the ocean
With feeble grains of sand.*
L

Let Him take all. All things are His, beloved;
Thy treasure-lots are treasures lent long days;
Return His loans with offering of thanksgiving,
With" sacrifice of praise."
Let Him take all. Let Him remove the idols
Which thou hast made of His love·tokens rareWhich thou hast set within thy heart, created
To be His temple fair.
Let Him take all, and thou shalt not be loser;
He will allot thee sweet, unearthly gainHis perfect peace which" passeth understanding,"
Which passeth not for pain.
Let Him take all; for He, the Lord all-loving,
Whom all the angels worship evermore,
Gave up all Heaven, and His Own life all freely,
For thy soul's life, of yore.
Let Him take all, if it be His" good pleasure,"
And yield thyself to Him 'mid earth's annoy,
And He Himself will be thy Glorious Portion,
And thine Exceeding Joy.
ISA.
* Jeremiah v. 22.
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"A PEOPLE OF INHERITANCE."
.. !Jut the Lord hath taken you, and brought you forth out of the
iron furnace, even out of Egypt, to be unto Him a people of inheritance,
as ye are this day."-DEUT. iv. 20.
THE word "inheritance" is very frequently used to denote the
land which GOD promised to ABRAHAM and to his seed for an everlasting possession (see verses 21, 38). But the word is often used
also to describe GOD'S people to whom the land was promised.
This is the use of the word here. "The LORD hath taken you . . .
to be unto Him a people of inheritance." When Israel fell into
idolatry, MOSES reminded the LORD of this precious relationship.
"Yet," he said, " they are Thy people and Thine inheritance, which
Thou broughtest out by Thy mighty power and by Thy stretched
out arm" !Deut. ix. 29). It is also an unspeakably blessed truth
that the LORD is Himself the inheritance of His people. "The
LORD is my portion, saith my soul; therefore will I hope in Him"
(Lam. iii. 24). " Whom have I in heaven but Thee'~ and there is
none upon earth that I desire beside Thee. My flesh and my heart
faileth, but GOD is the strength of my heart and my portion for
ever" (Ps. Ixxiii. 25, 26). Thus, as the LORD'S people can say,
" My Beloved is mine, and I am His," so they can say, "The LORD
is our Inheritance and we are His." His word is, "The LORD'S
portion is His people:; J ACOB is the lot of His inheritance" (Deut.
xxxii. 9).
Let the family of GOD, then, for whom these words are being
specially written, take comfort from the precious assurance that
He regards them, and has taken them to be unto Him "a people
of inheritance."
This precious truth may well be pondered by us. May" the
COMFORTER, which is the HOLY GHOST," enable us to do so
with profit to our souls.
Observe, first, that the Lord's people are the Lord's chosen and
redeemed inheritance.
An inheritance may be an estate inherited from an ancestor,
or it may be a possession which has come into the hands of the
owner by choice and purchase. In this latter sense the word is
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used of GOD'S people. The LORD desired an inheritance, and
because of His special, peculiar and distinguishing love to the
people of Israel He chose them to be His inheritance. " The
LORD thy GOD hath chosen thee to be a special people unto
Himself, above all people that are upon the face of the earth"
(Deut. vii. 6). There were other nations whom He might have
chosen instead of the people of Israel, but in the exercise of His
sovereign love He chose them. Then having selected His
inheritance He proceeded to redeem and purchase it. The
"people of inheritance" were in bondage. They were in "the
iron furnace." But He brought them out by His mighty hand
and by His stret<lhed out arm. Hence MOSES prayed-" 0 LORD
GOD, destroy not Thy people and Thine inheritance, which Thou
hast redeemed through Thy greatness, which Thou hast brought
forth out of Egypt with a mighty hand" (Deut. ix. 26).
So the Psalmist prays, "Remember Thy congregation, which
Thou hast purchased of old; the rod of Thine inheritance, which
Thou hast redeemed; this mount Zion, wherein Thou hast dwelt"
(Ps. lxxiv. 2) So, dear children of GOD, ye are GOD'S chosen and
redeemed inheritance. Unworthy and sinful though you are, the
LORD hath set His love upon you and chosen you to be His own
inheritance. Before the stars began to shine the LORD loved you
and chose you in CHRIST. "Ye are a chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people," lit., a people for
(GOD'S) own possession; "that ye should shew forth the praises
of Him Who hath called you out of darkness into His marvellous
light; which in time past were not a people, but are now the people
of GOD" (see 1 Pet. ii. 9, 10; Tit. ii. 14, R.V.). Moreover, He
hath also redeemed and purchased you to be His own peculiar
possession. He sent forth His own dear Son to redeem them that
were under the law, and you can say, " CHRIST hath redeemed us
from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us:" "We have
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according
to the riches of His grace."
Secondly, notice that God's people are His separated inheritance.
This is how SOLOMON describes them in his prayer. "Thou
didst separate them from among all the people of the earth, to
be Thine inheritance" (1 Kings viii. 53). When an inheritance
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is selected and purchased it is hedged round, and fenced oH from
all other estates. So GOD'S people were separated from all the
other nations to be a holy nation unto the LORD. "Thou art an
holy people unto the LORD thy GOD, and the LORD hath chosen
thee to be a peculiar people unto Himself, above all the nations
that are upon the earth" (Deut. xiv. 2). Is not this the case with
the spiritual Israel ~ They are" an holy nation" (1 Pet. ii. 9), set
apart from the world by the regenerating and sanctifying operations of the HOLY GHOST. They are" chosen out of the world,"
chosen in CHRIST that they" should be holy and without blame
before Him in love." What need, dear children of GOD, that we
should ever keep in mind that we are a separated inheritance!
There should be no mingling with the world, no fellowship with
those who are in the broad way. "Be ye separate," is the LORD'S
co=and to His people. Let your life, walk and conversation
become those who are "strangers and pilgrims on the earth."
" As He which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner
of conversation."
" Awake! awake! ye saints of GOD,
Redeemed and cleansed with precious blood,
In CHRIST pronounced just:
Your beauteous garments daily wear,
Let your true dignity appear,
Shake off the earthly dust.
" Why should this world delight you so ~
Why grovel in the dust below ~
Your portion is in heaven.
Oh, hear your glorious Bridegroom say,
, Rise up, My love, and come away,
Eternal life is given.' "
Thirdly, notice that Go(J!s people are an inheritance in which He
dwells.
Having purchased a possession and separated it oH, the owner
then goes and lives on his estate. So the LORD dwells among His
people, those who are "a people of inheritance." "Let them
make Me a sanctuary," He said, " that I may dwell among them: "
" I will dwell among the children of Israel, and will be their GOD"
(Exod. xxv. 8; xxix. 45, 46). Do we realize sufficiently, dear
fellow-believers, that the LORD has, by His Spirit, taken up His
abode in our hearts ~ He has said, "I will dwell in them, and

,

•

The Gospel Magazine

583

walk in them; and I will be their GOD, and they shall be My
people" (2 Cor. vi. 16). The practical outcome of this great truth
should be separation from the world. Hence it is added, "Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the
LORD, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, and
will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters,
saith the LORD ALMIGHTY" (2 Cor. vi. 17, 18). Oh, how important
it is that the LORD'S people should beware lest by the inconsistency
of their walk they give " occasion to the enemies of the LORD to
blaspheme."
Finally, God's people are an inheritance in which He delights.
When a man has an inheritance he walks up and down in it,
takes pleasure in it, and enjoys it. So the LORD graciously delights
in the people whom He hath chosen to be His inheritance. " The
LORD taketh pleasure in His people" (Ps. cxlviii. 4). Think of
that, dear child of GOD. The LORD taketh pleasure in you. You
feel yourself to be poor, insignificant, and unworthy. Yet He
delights in you. You are the object of His love and tender care.
" The LORD thy GOD in the midst of thee is mighty; He will
save, He will rejoice over thee with joy; He will rest in His love,
He will joy over thee with singing" (Zeph. iii. 17). How prone
we are to forget this precious truth! We imagine the LORD is
against us, when in reality He is ever for us and delighting in us.
"He careth for you." His people are identified with the" land
which the LORD thy GOD careth for: the eyes of the LORD thy
GOD are always upon it, from the beginning of the year even unto
the end of the year" (Deut. xi. 12).
Be of good cheer, then, ye children of GOD, "For the LORD will
not cast off His people, neither will He forsake His inheritance."
Is not your case a happy and blessed one ~ Have you not reason
to praise your GOD for taking you to be unto Him a people of
inheritance, as ye are this day ~
Well may the Psalmist say, as he calls to mind this glorious truth,
" Blessed is the nation whose GOD is the LORD; and the people
whom- He hath chosen for His own inheritance" (Ps. xxxiii. 12.)
Let our prayer be, "Save Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance; feed them also, and lift them up
, for ever" (Ps. xxviii. 9.)
Bath.

THOMAS HOUGHTON.
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WELLSPRIN GS.
" By laith Moses, when he was come to years, relused to be called the
son 01 Plw,raoh's daughter,. choosing rather to suffer affliction with the
people 01 God, tlw,n to enjoy the pleasures 01 sin lor a season,. esteeming
the reproach 01 Christ greater r·iches tlw,n the treasures in Egypt: lor he
had respect unto the recompence 01 the reward."-HEB. xi. 24--26.

THERE was no prophet, the Word tells us, "like unto Moses, whom
the Lord knew face to face." He was highly endowed with special
gifts to do a special work as the leader and ruler of Israel in their
wilderness journeyings. He received the law upon Sinai, and, as the
beloved Stephen declared of him, "was learned in all the wisdom of
Egypt," where, in the heathen monarch's court, he had been brought
up, through that wonderful providence whereby he escaped when, by
Pharaoh's decree, all the male children were to be slain. That very
heathen monarch's daughter spared his life because she found him a
goodly and fair child as he lay in his ark of bulrushes, had him brought
to the palace and nursed for her, even by his own mother, though she
knew not how, in all this seemingly adverse history, 'I God meant it
unto good," and that Moses was presently to be advanced to great
honour: "For this cause have I raised thee up, for to show in thee My
power." All these events and many more which we might enlarge
upon go to make up the life of one of the most wonderful men in the
Old Testament Scriptures. "Very meek above all men upon the
earth," was the Lord's acknowledgment of His own gracious work in
His servant. "Faithful in all My house," He also declared him to be,
and" there is not a prophet since like unto Moses," unto whom the Lord
" made known His ways." And we read in our text, " By faith" hc
" refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; choosing rather
to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures
of sin for a season; esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches
than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence
of the reward."
He abandoned himself, so to speak; he forsook all, even the riches
and pomp and earthly fame of Egypt where he might have been
promoted to still greater honour. He esteemed "the reproach of
Christ greater riches," not to be compared, not to be thought of in
comparison, with those of Egypt. Oh! how clear and gracious a
conclusion was this dear servant brought to! The writer often mourns
the utter falling short in the daily life of taking up the cross of Christ
and denying oneself in following the despised Nazarene in these days
of refinement, luxurv, and ease!
'
What is the reproa~h of Christ? "Choosing rather to suffer aflliction
with the people of God than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season."
St. Paul knew of this reproach to a large extent. He says, writing to
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his brethren at Colosse, "Who now rejoice in my slliIerings for you,
and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh
for His body's sake, which is the Church." He bore, as he said, in
his " body, the marks of the Lord Jesus:" "Always bearing about in
the. body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might
be made manifest in our body." As the late Thomas Hardy, of
Leicester, so truly said, "There is no preaching the cross of Christ,
without carrying it."
So that, if He send affliction, it is to be counted an honour to suffer
with Christ. "If we suffer with Him, we shall also reign with Him."
If we suffer the enmity of the world, the flesh, and the devil, is it not
a comforting truth brought home to our souls that we should thus be
dealt with, that we might not be partakers with the world 1 In our
right mind we bless Him for every cross He sends, every thorn that
stirs our rest, and every" rough wind" that lays low our self-chosen
gourd. To quote the eminent Hardy again, " There is a worm at the
root of every gourd; and wisdom and love have created that worm
for the children of God; for though our all-glorious Father will treat
us with many cakes and toys by the way, He keeps saying by the voice
of the worm, to every peevish J onah, 'This is not your rest; onward,
onward.' The entire world would be too poor a dowry for His beloved.
, It doth not yet appear what we shall be, but we know that when He
shall appear we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.' It
may take many furnaces to purge our dross, much of His eye·salve to
clear our vision, many bitters on the deceitful breasts of the creature
before we can say, 'Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly!' I hear you
have more love-tokens in family afflictions. If they work well, you
will feel the dross; and when you kiss the rod, and take Jesus for your
only portion, you will say, 'He hath done all things well.' The more
you see of Him, the less you will want a make-weight for Him, the less
you will love all other things, except for His sake. Oh! for grace
to trust Him wholly, and to account He is all ours, however He
deal with us ! His enjoyed love will humble our pride, purge our
bitterness, and enable us to possess our souls in God-honouring
patience."
Beloved reader, how gracious of the Lord thus to deal with us! He
goes about, so to speak, to take much pains to bring His rebellious,
wayward, fractious children to His feet, and to keep them there, that,
after He has tried them He may rejoice over them to do them good, and
" we shall come forth as gold." It is not that He cuts us off when He
sends chastening and reproving; it is in order to further demonstrate
how He loves us with an everlasting love. It is in that love that He
often sees fit to shut us off from some creature-comforts; to snap a
worldly bond; break an ensnaring tie, which would mean an unholy
alliance and would soil our garments which sMuld be always white.
Some of you, my readers, may have been called upon to yield up, as
the hymn says, what was never yours; or to see some idol formed of
clay shattered at your feet; your heart was becoming entwined by
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some earthly affection, and He saw it. Oh! the mercy and goodness
which, rather than say, " Ephraim is joined unto idols, let him alone,"
blasted the gourd and laid you low that you might fall at His feet. It
was painful but necessary, and you will presently kiss the rod and
rej oice that He thus taught you the truth of His own promise, " Come
out from among them, and touch not the unclean thing, and I will be a
Father to you." Sweet relationship! Gracious receiving! Tenderest
bond of love! "Abba, dear Father! " is presently lisped.
These are the lessons we learn when the balances have settled down,
when the tossings of nature's questionings have been silenced, and the
Lord has come with His recompensing smile, His precious love-tokens,
His redeeming pity and unutterable tenderness. Then He brings you
to that" wealthy place" after the fire and water, and, looking back
over that page of your history, you exult in the grace granted you to
esteem the reproach of Christ greater and more endurable than those
of any corruptible, defiled inheritance.
What an honour, dear child of God, that you are counted worthy to
suffer shame for His dear sake! It is a love-token to you from His
pierced Hand, a proof that He loves you too well to let you go and
dwell at ease like guilty Moab, and become entangled in the wilderness
like sinful Israel. Thus He blessedly allures, calls His child to " come
apart" and hear His word spoken" comfortably" to the heart; and
whilst you have not perceived it, there has been strength imparted and
a growing exercise. You have, under the wintry blast, been tahng
deeper root downward. The great Husbandman sees to that. You
have been helped to slight the things that are seen, temporal, and
changing, and to fix your affections more firmly upon that which
cannot be shaken but which remains. Egypt's treasures, what are
they to-day 1 Where are they 1 Worm-eaten, cankered, destroyed,
passed away! But" the recompense of reward" unto which Moses
had" regard," is laid up in that eternal, incorruptible inheritance of
the saints. It is undefiled, it fadeth not, it passeth not away. It is
" kept" for you, and you are "kept" for it "by the power of God,
through faith unto salvation."
Oh! what a mercy if His dealing with you has brought you to this
conclusion! Jesus has filled the void by Himself, has stood in the
gap and made up for every loss a thousand-fold, by giving you more
and more of Himself, His love, His grace, His strength, His joy, His
peace. If so, like the disciples of old, you have rejoiced that you were
"counted worthy to suffer shame for His name," and up yonder,
presently, you will sing the song of Moses and the Lamb to that grace
which redeemed your life from destruction and crowned you with
loving-kindness and tender mercies all the way.
Let me close with yet another quotation from the richly experimental
Hardy: "These exercises I am forced to have, for' in all these things
is the life of my spirit.' I am always kept, or, if I catch a fall, I am
always lifted up again. 'He restoreth my sou!.' But I am at times
sorely afraid the Lord will either faint or grow weary; but He never
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does, and this always breaks my heart again. 'The grace of Christ is
ever new.' When I can look unto Jesus, all is as well as ever. Surely
, in Him ' I can say, and I cannot doubt of it at times, ' have I righteousness and strength l' Yea, as much as I can possibly want. I am
complete in Him, and however numerous mine enemies, or however
mighty, He is the Head over all principalities and powers. And when
the Holy Ghost is testifying thereof, I sing, ' 0 be joyful,' 'Therefore
will we not fear.' I wrap myself up in the promises, and feel as grand
as a courtier, as great as a prince, as strong as a giant, as bold as a lion,
as little as a child, and as quiet as an angel, if not as happy and ready and
willing to be up and doing; for I feel myself a man under the authority
of redeeming love. The Lord grant us much of this. These are my
holidays! Oh, for more of them! God's children love holidays
always, as well as others."
Child of God, whoever you be, who read these words to find they
are spoken for you at a season of trial, soul-con1lict, or experience such
as has been described here, may you have grace given you to encourage
your own soul and faith to hang upon His all-faithful Word; and meanwhile to wait, and wait ouly, upon God. He has some rich blessing, it
may be, at hand for you, amongst the good things which He will not
withhold from His children. In Christ you have "all things," and
abound; and if He has removed from you some providential mercy,
it is that He may give you a richer one spiritually. The very thing
that now seems so against you, is the thing that is for you and will work
your salvation. If it brings you to the sanctuary, there to wrestle
and plead, it shall preseutly, in the sanctified "afterward," give you
to prove how it was thus you received one of your richest blessings,
and how good a thing it is for the soul to wait only upon God, and have
her" expectation" only" from Him."
Thus all the exercises through which we daily pass, are making up
character, training for the glory, when we shall join in the redemptionsong of Moses and the Lamb, and acknowledge, as we look over life's
finished story, "just and right are all Thy ways, Thou King of Saints."
" We cannot trace the turnings
In God's long cord of love;
We cannot see the windings
By matchless Wisdom wove.
" E'en as a skein when ravell'd
Still holds the hidden end,
So Love's mysterious windings
Around our chastenings blend.
" That cord can ne' er be broken;
'Tis held by God alone;
His own seal is the token;
He knows, He helps His own.
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" And when the Father chasteneth,
His children's faith to prove,
The cord is held by Jesus:
The unseen end is Love !
" Love! deep, divine, unchanging!
Love is the binding cord
Which, hid beneath the chastening,
Twines round the saints of God."

R.
THE JUSTICE OF GOD.
I WAS much pained, a few days ago, when reading an account of a
lecture recently given in the south of England upon re-incarnation.
It was asserted that we are re-incarnated seven times in this planet, and
may also be re-incarnated in other planets in addition. This theory
was brought forward for the purpose of demonstrating the justice of
God! It only shows the strange devices of man's unenlightened
mind, that he should attempt to explain, in this round-about, unscriptural way the just dealings of G9d with afllicted or short-lived
people. Truly" the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit
of God: for they are foolishness unto him; neither can he know them,
because they are spiritually discerned." How clearly He has revealed
the mind of the Spirit to the Spirit-quickened soul. Oh! how simple,
how sweet, yet how profound, the justice of God-justice that is
tenderly, pathetically blended with the deepest love; love which man
camiot fathom-" the deep that knows no sounding;" love which
passeth even the spiritual man's full understanding; the justice which
provides" a just God and a Saviour." "He is just and having salvation." Man's puerile scheme, which proclaims re-incarnation as compensation for a life of seemingly total misery and oppression, or for a
brief life, or for a long, diseased life, how poor, how futile, how foolish
is it! One wonders how men can argue it seriously, or how audiences
can be found to listen. The natural man's insight into the ways of
God are as if one took a spoonful of water from the sea and thought the
sight of the Atlantic was there; or as if a man, hemmed in by mountains,
judged the size of London by an Alpine village; or as if a child, knowing words of two letters, ~hought he could read and understand the
literature of the world.
However, it is not my province to discuss such notions as re-incarnation, and I only alluded to it in order to bring into stronger relief the
fact that" Heaven's artless, unencumbered plan," which is so "majestic
in its own simplicity," is far, tar above human-laboured devices and
imaginations. The child of God sees clearly how sublimely justice and
mercy blend in the dealings of his Father; the justice born of profoundest love. He sees how mercy and truth have met together, how
righteousness and peace have kissed each other in the Person of the
Lord Jesus Christ.
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" A just God and a Saviour." Do contemplate that fact for a brief
time, dear reader, and gather encouragement and consolation from it.
Man was formed in the likeness of God, in the image of God, honoured,
surrounded with comfort, fenced round from all evil, yet-he fell:
fell through the very one who was provided as a helpmeet and companion for him; and through him sin entered into the world, and death
by sin. Sin so grievous that again and again a holy God, Who cannot
look on iniquity, was wounded to the very core. Judgment after
judgment followed, yet He could not destroy, He could not lose. And
in the councils of the Eternal Three in One man's redemption was
planned, planned from everlasting before the sin, before the formation
of man. "In His love and in His pity He redeemed them."
"How should man be just with God 1" or "before God" (see
marginal reference of Job ix. 2). This was the question of Job, and
has been the question of myriads since. "How shall I put thee among
the children 1 " asked the Lord (Jer. iii. 19). One reads with heart
agony of the affecting pleading and grief of the Lord in the pages of
the weeping prophet, so yearning in His love, yet so just in His dealings:
" How shall I put thee among the children 1" " Is Ephraim my dear
son 1" "Since I spake against him I do earnestly remember him
still . . . I will surely have mercy upon him, saith the Lord." "Is
there anything too hard for Me 1" Read of His counting up His
people's sins-" My people "-and then of His" turning again" to
them. He is of a truth "slow to anger, forgiving iniquity, transgression and sin, yet will by no means clear the guilty." "How shall
I put thee among the children 1" "Thou hast been weary of Me,"
He mourns (Isa. xliii. 22). Weary of their Deliverer, their Redeemer!
He adds, "Thou hast wearied Me with thine iniquities." Yet the
very next words are, "I, even I "-He Whom thou hast wearied
with thine iniquities-" am He that bloueth out thy transgressions
for Mine own sake, and will not remember thy sin." There is no
attempt even to plead with the sinner, but the yearning, surging heart
of love broods over the guilty one, and for His own sake He not only
forgives, but will not remember sin, blotting it out. "Put Me in
remembrance," He says, "let us plead together." Oh! what condescension! What sweet familiarity! "Come, now, let us reason
together," He said in an earlier chapter, " though your sins be as scarlet"
-that dye which cannot be obliterated-" they shall be as white as
snow "-that dazzlingly white radiance which makes the whitest
raiment look soiled beside it: "though they be red like crimson "the blood colour of deepest crime-" they shall be as wool "-the
pure white God-given covering. And now "let us plead together,
declare thou that thou mayest be justified." Just think! Justified!
Justified, after wearying Him with iniquity. "Thy first father hath
sinned, and thy teachers have transgressed against Me." Yet He goes
on to say later, "Fear not, 0 J acob, My servant," " Fear ye not, nor
be afraid," and later on, "Thou shalt not be forgotten of Me." Not
forgotten! how 1 So guilty, so backsliding, sO full of iniquity, wearying
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Him with sins, are they not forgotten 1 Ah! dear reader, ponder the
tenderness and the love. Read on: "Thou shalt not be forgotten of
Me. I have blotted out as a thick cloud thy transgression, and as a
cloud thy sins: return unto :life, for I have redeemed thee." Then in
His joy He exclaims, " Sing, 0 ye heavens, for the Lord hath done it."
But how, MW hath He done it 1 He is a just God: "Justice and
judgment are the habitation of His throne." Here comes in the old,
sweet story, "The Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all."
" Behold the Lamb of God! Which taketh away the sin of the world."
The Son of God was" wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised
for our iniquities." And so "with His stripes we are healed." "He
was made sin for us, Who knew no sin, that we might be made the
righteousness of God in Him." So in His Person we are accounted
righteous. His glorious resurrection proclaims our justification and
complete acceptance. Thus united in Him and with Him, the Lord
says, " For Mine own sake "-for we are in Him-" I will not remember
thy sin." It is His righteousness, "that He might be iust and the
ju~tifier of him which believeth in Jesus" (Rom. iii. 26). Do grasp
the fact, dear reader, through the light of the Holy Spirit in His own
Word, that it is not thyself at all, but thy standing in His beloved,
righteous Son, in Whom He is well pleased; "well pleased for His
righteousness' sake." And as one life pervades thee and Him, thou
hast everlasting life, everlasting righteousness, everlasting joy, and
everlasting glory in Him.
It is a favourite subject with the world that knows not God to
impugn His justice and His love. "They know riot what they do,"
was the Saviour's loving plea when dying on the shameful cross. And
this is the only palliation we can offer-" They know not." They
have never tasted the sweetness of forgiving love, they have never
rejoiced in being freely justified from all things, they do not anticipate
the keen joy before them of the ever-nearing home with Himself and
all we love in Him. May we pray more and more earnestly that these
poor, dark sonls, who dimly and blindly see only the surface, may be
brought under Divine grace to see themselves as they really are, and
then to see Him in all His loveliness: "the light of the knowledge of
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ." So will they exclaim,
" Once I was blind, but now I see," and they will understand in a very
small measure the love, the patience, the wisdom, and the justice of
God. The dealings that are so mysterious to us we yet know are all
well since He is at the helm, and the silver lining of love is beneath
the darkest cloud of our mortal sight.
" A just God." "If we confess our sins He is faithful and iust to
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." Do
think of it, dear child of God. Forgiveness is sweet, for we know that
we are in favour with Him. Mercv is sweet, for we know we shall be
graciously and tenderly dealt with. Faithfnlness is sweet, for we
know He will be true to all His promises; but to know that we are
justified by a just God in the Person of His dear Son Christ J esns,
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transcends all. "Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not
impute sin;" not charge with sin at all. "For your life is hid with
Christ." Imagine this, dear reader! Covered with Christ, immersed
in Christ, unseen because in Him, concealed in His Person, possessing
.
a life hidden" with Christ in God."
" And whom He justified, them He also glorified." The one is
linked with the other. How He will rejoice then in the travail of His
soul. He will see and be satisfied. And we shall be satisfied when
we awake with His likeness. We shall regain the likeness to Him
which we lost by sin in the first Adam, and being so united in Him and
with Him, shall never lose it again.
" Your life is hid with Christ in God,
Beyond the reach of harm."
He will keep us hidden in Himself, and we shall be for ever safe.
my precious Saviour, " Thy heart was pressed with sorrow,
The bonds of death to sever,
To make us free, that we might be
Thy crown of joy for ever."

-

Oh!

Wonderful, wonderful love of " a just God and a Saviour!" " Just,
and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus." "Who shall lay
anything to the charge of God's elect 1 It is God that justifieth."
" The love of Christ which passeth knowledge." "Altogether lovely."
NETTlE.

ABRAHAM'S SOJOURN IN THE LAi'{D OF THE PHILISTINES.
" And Abraham sojourned in the Philistines' land many days."GEN. xxi. 34.

•
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IN our Lord's prayer, as recorded in John xvii., we find the words,
" As Thou hast sent Me into the world, even so have I also sent them
into the world." He sent them at the time appointed. Thus Enoch
was before Noah, and Noah before Abraham. Not only did God fix
the time of their appearing on the earth, but also the place of their
abode in it, and the number of days they should occupy that abode.
Likewise has He appointed every remove from one place of abode to
another, till the final remove to the silent grave.
What an encouragement is here to the Lord's dear people to cast
all their care upon Him, for He careth for them. The hairs of their
head are all numbered, and they are of more value to Him than many
sparrows.
In the directing of Abraham's steps into the land of the Philistines,
where he was to sojourn many days, the Lord designed to show him His
Covenant faithfulness. He showed it at his first coming into that
land, by fulfilling His word of promise, "Fear not, Abraham, I am
thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward," and later proved that as
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Abraham's God and the God of his spiritual seed to all generations,
He was God in heaven above, and in earth beneath. The inspired
account of Abraham's first coming into contact with Abimelech also
shows it. What a word was that to Abimelech! "I also withheld
thee from sinning against Me: therefore suffered I thee not to touch
her."

What a powerful impression must the providence of God in the whole
affair have produced on the mind of that king and his people !" In every state secure,

Kept as J ehovah's eye,
'Tis well with them while life endure,
And well when called to die."
How could it be but that the eye of Abimelech and his people should
be upon Abraham from that time forward, even all the many days he
sojourned in their land.
But marvellous and mighty as was that notable interposition on the
part of God in protecting the interests of Abraham, it did not prevent
the evil-doing of Abimelech's herdmen, who shortly thereafter seized
and violently took from Abraham a well of excellent water which his
servants had digged.
And why did not the Abraham who before this had armed himself and his servants to go forth and rescue Lot and recover all the
goods that had been violently taken away, at once bestir himself to
recover the well of water? I believe it was owing to the leading, the
teaching, and the guiding of God.
God would teach His dear child the same" things of the Spirit" as
He has enjoined on his spiritual seed under the Gospel dispensation:
"Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves;" "Be patient, brethren,
unto the coming of the Lord;" "Not rendering evil for evil;" "For
this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief,
SUffering wrongfully;" "But if, when ye do well and suffer for it,
ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God; " "And who is he
that will harm you, if ye be followers of that which is good ~ "
Was it to Abraham's faith and trust in God that Jesus, speaking in
the Psalms, referred in the words, " Our fathers trusted in Thee: they
trusted and Thou didst deliver them. They cried unto Thee, and were
delivered: they trusted in Thee, and were not confounded "~ Abraham
trusted in the Lord and did good, and so he dwelt in that land and was
fed. There was food for his faith in watching the hand of God towards
him, in observing the things of God's providence and so understanding
the loving-kindness of the Lord. "What wilt Thou give me ~" What
wilt Thou do for me 1 is Abraham's attitude towards God, and that by
the sovereign grace of God upon him.
And now follows an important visit of Abimelech and Phichol,
the chief captain of his host, t9 Abraham. Their coming is
a proof of the truth of the statement that if a man's ways please the
Lord, He maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him. Oh,
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what a God is our God in proving to them that are His that they shall
not be ashamed that wait for Him, that put their trust in Him. What
Abimelech and Phichol said to Abraham is a testimony to the truth
of God's Word, " God is with thee in all that thou doest;" for, saith
God, "All that see them shall acknowledge them, that they are the
seed which the Lord hath blessed" (Isa. hi. 9). And the promise,
" Thou shalt be a blessing," is re-echoed in, "I will make them, and
the places round about my hill a blessing" (Ezek. xxxiv. 26). We also
see the truth of that word, "Even the rich among the people shall
entreat thy favour" (Ps. xlv. 12) exemplified in this incident.
Abraham is afforded an opportunity to show that open rebuke is
better than secret love, and that "if thy brother offend against thee,
rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him." Abraham acted in
accordance with those commands, and the blessing of God attended,
convincing Abimelech that Abraham had patiently endured a wrong
at the hands of his servants, of which he himself had had no knowledge.
What wisdom, forbearance, and kindness is seen in Abraham's
giving the seven ewe-lambs as a present to Abimelech for a witness to
close the matter and end the strife. Truly God "gives conduct to
fools, and courage to worms." And so His people are preserved in a
world that knows not God, a world which is in opposition to God and
to His people.
Abraham could well afford to swear to Abimelech that he would not
deal falsely with his house for three generations to come, when he had
had it from God Himself that over 400 years must elapse ere his seed
should be put into possession of Canaan. Thus Abraham and Abimelech made a covenant, and lived in peace all the while Abraham
sojourned in the land of the Philistines.
After many years we find David receiving favour and kindness at
the hand of Achish the Philistine. David was a son of Abraham, both
by lineal descent and by the operation of God, and so was "holpen
in remembrance of His mercy to Abraham and to his seed for ever."
Isaac was born near this well of the oath, " filling their mouth with
laughter and their tongue ,vith singing;" there also took place the
casting out of the bondwoman and her son; but our chief thought in
the present meditation has been the Lord's appearing to Abraham in
that country of the Philistines, as his shield, maintaining his right and
his cause, and blessing him with providential mercies and deliverances,
thereby encouraging our trust in Him.
Birkenhead.
G. A.
THERE is the same reason for obedience to one command as another,
God's authority, Who is the Lawgiver; and therefore, when men
choose one duty and overlook others, they do not so much obey the
will of God, as gratify their own humours and fancies, pleasing Him
only so far as they can please themselves too; and this is not reasonable; we' never yield Him a "reasonable service" but when it is
universal.-Edward Veal.
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THE "EVIL DAY," AND "THE DAY'S EVIL."
(EPH. vi. 13; MATT. vi. 34.)

EVER since the time when" By one man sin entered into the world,
and death by sin," all through the centuries before Christ's first
coming, since His Advent, and until His coming again, it has been,
and will be, an " evil day." Immediately after the fall of Adam, the
Lord God said, "Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy
wife, and hast eaten of the tree of which I commanded thee, saying,
Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow
shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life." "The whole creation,"
wrote the Apostle Paul (Rom. viii. 22), "groaneth and travaileth in
pain together until now."
Before the Deluge, which awful judgment was brought down by the
peculiar and universal depravity of mankind at that time, we read
that, "God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth,
and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil
continually," and after the flood the Lord declared, " The imagination
of man's heart is evil from his youth" (Gen. vi. 5; and viii. 21).
We have a Divine record of the course of "the evil day" in the
Old Testament Scriptures, extending from the time when Satan brought
about man's fall and expulsion from Paradise, to the appointed day
when "the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the
works of the Devil." And" the Lord of glory" having come, was
rejected and crucified! In that evil hour, Satan bruised the heel of
the promised Seed, as was foretold, though it was overruled, as all is
overruled, by our Gracious God, for His own glory and His people's
everlasting benefit.
The "Evil day" has continued unto the present hour, of which
even ecclesiastical history is a proof. Nor is this to be marvelled at
when we remember that the world has, for a time, fallen under the
dominion of Satan, "the Evil one," the enemy of Christ and His
Church. He is called" the god of this world" (Greek, "age ") (2 Cor.
iv. 4), and the Apostle John declares, "The whole world lieth in
wickedness" (literally, " in the Evil One ").
The Apostolic day was in some respects better than the present,
inasmuch as the Christian Church was purer. "The mystery of
iniquity," although already working (2 Thess. ii.), had not developed
to any extent; yet even so the days were evil, as we read (Eph. v. 16),
"Redeeming the time, because' THE DA.YS ARE EVIL." And in the
same Epistle, the saints are exhorted to take the whole armour of God,
that they may be able to withstand "IN THE EVIL DAY"; and the
reason given why they should do so, is that they "may be able to
stand against the wiles of the Devil." But the inspired Apostle foretold that in the last days grievous times should come, when "evil
men and seducers" (or" impostors," as the Greek word which occurs
only in 2 Tim. iii. 13, signifies) should go to greater lengths in deception,
" deceiving and being deceived."
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What a solemn thought it is, that there are impostors in the professing Church of Christ, themselves deceived, and deceiving others.
But faithfulness to God and truth compels us to say that such are
those who have turned the Lord's Supper into the Mass, and require
superstitious and idolatrous worship to be rendered to a supposed
localized presence of Christ upon a so-called altar. Only the tremendous power of the devil can account for this travesty of real Christianity, and for the reception which the precious" Gospel of the grace
of God" meets with on the part of a perishing world. "If our gospel
be hid, it is hid to them that are lost [or" perishing "J: in whom the
god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not,
lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ [or, "the gospel of the
glory of Christ "J, Who is the image of God, should shine unto them"
(2 Cor. iv. 3, 4).
How awful must be the power and malice of Satan, thus to deceive Christendom, and so, finally, to bring about the foretold great
apostasy.
Now indeed it is " night," and" our wrestling is not against flesh
and blood, but against the principalities, against the powers, against
the world-rulers of this darkness" (Eph. vi. 12, R.V.). The only light
is the Word of God, to which we are exhorted to " take heed in our
hearts, as unto a light which shineth in it dark place" (2 Peter i. 19).
But" the night is far spent, the day is at hand." We who are" the
children of light" and "the children of the day" know that "the
Daystar" will ere long arise, even that blessed One Who said: "I
am the bright and morning star." If we do not sleep, as do others, but
are watchful and sober, we shall be "looking for that blessed hope
and the glorious appearing [or the appearing of the gloryJ of our great
God and Saviour Jesus Christ" (Titus ii. 13).
THE

DAY'S

EVIL.

But, in the meantime, there is the" evil" which each day brings.
" Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof," said our Lord. There is
the evil wrought in the world, and also in the Church, which is so
grievous and distressing to God's children; and many of them have a
similar experience to that of Lot of old: "For that righteous man
dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul
from day to day with their unlawful deeds." But this is not the
only" evil." When man fell, God spake to both the woman and the
man of impending "sorrow." Having eaten of "the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil," they must have, and their posterity must
have, personal and experimental knowledge of evil, and all human
experience proves that "man is born to trouble as the sparks fly
upward."
The children of God are not exempt, but, on the contrary, they have
trials peculiar to their position as "chosen out of the world," and
also trials necessary for their discipline and instruction. "Many are
the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord delivereth him out of
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them all" (Ps. xxxiv. 19). The Lord Jesus forewarned His disciples,
" In the world ye shall have tribulation "; and this, assuredly, they
found to be the case. The Apostle Paul, also, writes to Timothy
respecting "the afRictions of the Gospel," and declares, " Yea, and
all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution" (2 Tim.
i. 8, and iii. 12).
Moreover, the children of God are often subject to trials in their
circumstances, and, especially those who are of an anxious temperament, are often inclined to be depressed about the future. Against
such a state of mind the Lord Jesus dehorts, saying, " Be not anxious"
(this is the meaning of the original, and of the old English expression
" Take no thought "). "Be not therefore anxious, saying, What shall
we eat 1 or, what shall we drink 1 or, wherewithal shall we be clothed 1
For your heaveuly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these
things. But seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness,
and all these things shall be added unto you. Be not anxious, therefore,
for the morrow, for the morrow will be anxious for itself [i.e. will bring
cares of its own-the day's trials]. Sufficient unto the day is the evil
thereof" (Matt. vi. 31-34). Each day will bring its cares, but grace
will enable God's children "to cast all their anxieties upon Him,"
remembering that" He caret~ " for them.
" Yes, for me, for me He careth
With a brother's tender care:
Yes, with me, with me He shareth
Every burden, every fear."
How often has our undue anxiety regarding the things of this life
cast dishonour on the Lord, and how often we have had cause to say:
" Be still, my heart! These anxious cares
To thee are burdens, thorns, and snares,
They cast dishonour on the Lord,
And contradict His gracious Word.
" Brought safely by His hand thus far,
Why wilt thou now give place to fear 1
How canst thou want if He provide 1
Or lose thy way with such a Gnide 1 "
The sure promises of God in Christ forbid such anxiety. Past
deliverances prove its folly. "God is faithful, Who will not suffer
you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation
also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it." And
there is " nothing too hard" for Him.
May all the believing children of God have grace bestowed to repose
in His will, knowing that it is true of them, as of Israel of old; "He
led them forth by the right way, that they might go to a city of
habitation," and His promise is, " As thy days, so shall thy strength
be."
Marshal! (Sask.), Oanada.
ROBERT J. NoYEs.
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Sermons an'iJ j)}..ow, of Sermons.
"FEAR NOT."
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. A. HEWLETT,
OF ASTLEY, NEAR MANCHESTER.

D.D.,

VICAR

" After these things the word of the Lord came unto Abram in a vision,
saying, Fear not, Abram. I AM thy shield, AND thy exceeding great
reward."-GENEsls xv. 1.
IF we believe the sacred records of Divine truth, we believe that whatsoever things are written in this Book, whether in the Old Testament
or in the New, are written for our learning, that we through patience
and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope. We know what it is
to find hope dwindling down, as it were, to a very small point; we
know what it is to find our hopes waning like the moon, ebbing like
the tide; and we know what it is to have our hopes encouraged and
increased abundantly; but whenever our hopes are increased, it is
through knowledge, understanding, and appreciation of the blessed
truths of God's Word, when they are brought home by the power of
God's Spirit to our souls.
God's Spirit brings nothing to the soul of the believer but what has
first been recorded in this Volume. This precious Word of God,
full as it is, complete as it is, and perfect as it is, is nothing either to
you or to me, but as it is applied by the Spirit of God to our souls.
Hence you know, my friends, when we come to the house of God, we
should come with the spirit of prayer, earnestly beseeching God to
speak to us; as David, when he went up to the tabernacle, said, "I
will hear what God the Lord will say unto me; for the Lord will speak
peace unto His people, unto His prophets and His saints, that they
turn not again to folly."
David's teaching was the same teaching as ours. The books out of
which he was taught were not so full and complete as ours are, but
still he had the same Teacher; the same truth sustained his soul;
the same voice spoke to his heart; and through the burnt offering, the
peace offering, the sin offering, the meat offering, the trespass offering,
He then spoke as He does now-unto you and to me, through the
sacred volume of inspiration.
These Divine words are taken out of the Old Testament, a book
which tells us of the beginning. of all things. The beginning of the
creation of the world, the beginning of the Covenant of God with man,
the beginning of the declaration of God's Covenant of grace with sinners,
is contained in it.
We have expressed, then, even from the mouth of the Most High, a
word of encouragement, a word of direction, a word of exhortation,
unto one who is welL known in the Christian Church as the" father
of the faithful," the pattern of believers, "the friend of God," one
who has been held up in all ages of the world as the pattern for all who
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would come unto God in the simplicity and sincerity and in the childlike faith which he exhibited, in reference to that portion of God's
mind which was made known unto liim-that amount of revealed
truth which God was pleased to lay before him.
The words of my text contain in the first place an encouraging
direction-" Fear not." Then they contain, in the next place, a
condescending explanation of the reason why fear should not be
dominant in the breast of a sinner,-" Fear not; for I am thy shield,
and thy exceeding great reward."
You must never lose sight, my friends, of little words in the sentences
of God's Book. Even little words such as for are very important.
You see in the words of my text that word for is the connecting link
between the exhortation and the reason why tills exhortation is
addressed.
" Fear not! "-why? I must fear; I cannot help fearing; I am
all fear; I am swallowed up with fear; I am driven hither and thither
by timidity. "Fear not," when I am so sinful, and so guilty?
" Fear not," when I have such potent enemies all around me? " Fear
not," when I halt and stumble all the way that I go? " Fear not,"
child of the strong God, for I, thy God, am thy shield against thine
enemies, and thine exceeding great reward; so that if thou shouldest
lose all and yet retain thy hold upon God thou wilt be a greater gainer
by a thousand million times than the man who retains his hold of all
his possessions, of all his property, of all his faculties, of all his friends,
and of all his expectations, but has no hold of the exceeding great
reward. That is God's way of arguing with His people. This is not
an argument drawn up by a shallow-minded philosopher; it is not
an argument drawn up by a person of deep research into cause and
effect; but it is an argument drawn up by the loving God Himself,
unto Whom all things are opened. Even hell itself is uncovered before
the ken of the Most High God. He who knows what is in the heart
of every man, who knows what is in His own purpose concerning every
man, who knows the potency of our spiritnal foes, and the weakness of
our own hearts, says unto us, " Fear not."
Now, my dear friends, in God's blessed Word you will read several
times certain declarations concerning fear which seem to be rather
incongruous or paradoxical. For instance, you are sometimes exhorted not to fear, as in the words of my text; and on other occasions
you will find fear is strikingly commended. "Blessed is the man that
feareth always." Then again we read, "They that feared the Lord
.spake often one to another; and the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and
a book of remembrance was written before Him for them that feared
the Lord, and that thought upon His name." And again it is written,
" Unto you that fear My name shall the Sun of Righteousness arise
with healing in His wings." Then again, you hear fear reprobated as
a proof of imperfection. "Perfect love casteth out fear; because
fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love."
Now, if we would understand the difference and distinction between
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these encouraging addresses where fear is commended and recommended, possessing which the soul is declared to be in a happy and
blessed state, and that fear, on the other hand, which is reprobated
and spoken disparagingly of, and against which we have an encouragement set forth in my text, we must take notice of these two things:
first, that there is in the Word of God a fear spoken of which is
equivalent to love, and proceeds from faith. That is the fear spoken
of by Malachi. That is the fear that God says, in the 40th verse of the
xxxii. chapter of Jeremiah, He will put in His people's hearts. It is
a reverential fear, a fear which is a high expression of love towards the
object, or person, or being said to be feared. In no part of God's
Word is the soul blamed for being in the exercise of this fear. This is
the fear of the Lord which is the beginning of wisdom. "A good
understanding have they that are exercised therein." But then you
will observe, " Fear not" does not refer, as some have imagined, to a
slavish fear which hath bondage, and which gendereth to bondage.
It does not refer to a slavish fear such as that which influenced Ahab
when he put on sackcloth and humbled himself before God, or such as
that which influenced Cain when he said, "My punishment is greater
than I can bear." For that fear, you will observe, was not the peculiar
fear of God's children in any way. It was the fear that ungodly men
have to a very great extent. But the fear here spoken of is that
timidity, that natural timidity, which belongs to all true Christians;
. and in thirty-three other places in the Word of God you will find the
exhortation, "Fear not." Now, from this very circumstance, an allwise God addressing Abram and all His people in the same language,
" Fear not," you will notice, first, this great fact, that while we are
in the flesh we are liable to be exercised by fear, liable to give way
to fear or timidity, or we are liable to allow that timidity to have
dominion over our hearts and souls so that you may sometimes have
heard it said concerning sincere Christians, they dare not do right
for fear of doing wrong, they dare not enjoy the privileges that God
confers upon them for fear of taking something that does not belong
to them. Some of you, perhaps, may have been, at some period,
exercised in this way; nay, you may even now be so exercised; and
if you are not at this present moment, you may not go very long before
you are exercised in this way, or with a certain amount of doubt,
which arises from the weakness of our faith, from the corruptions of
our own sinful hearts, from the ellIll.ity of Satan, and the opposition
that there is in the world to the ways of God.
Now let us notice for a minute or two what it is that causes a humble
soul to be afraid, or to fear when he onght to be confident. In the
first place, a man fears when he considers the number of his transgressions against the great, the high, the holy, the lofty Eternal Being
with Whom he has to do. If you consider only the character of God
as a God of justice, a God of truth, a God of holiness and purity, and
at the same time consider your own character as a man, a sinful man,
a worm of the dust, the offscouring of all things, and consider the
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helplessness that is in yourself, no wonder that you are cast down by
fear; no wonder that you are ready to say at times, "Why art thou
cast down, oh, my soul; why art thou so disquieted within me 1 "
when you remember how many times you have offended against God.
" Who can tell how oft he offendeth 1" If we say we have offended
God many times every day, we shall only tell the truth; when in our
confession we say, " We have left undone those things which we ought
to have done, and have done those things which we ought not to have
done, and there is no health in us," is not this the acknowledgment
of numerous transgressions 1 But" Fear not!" Though your transgressions are more in number than the hairs of your head, fear them
not, for Jesus Christ hath died, the just for the unjust, that He might
hring us unto God. "Fear not," for the Lord hath laid on Him
the iniquities of us all. ". Fear not," for He hath said, "I, even I,
am He that blotteth out thy transgressions for Mine own sake, and
will not remember thy sins." But some one may say, It is not merely
the number of transgressions I have committed and been guilty of
against God; but I will tell you what it is that makes me fear. I fear,
because the fountain is so foul. I fear, because there is a root of bitterness within. I fear, because" when I would do good evil is present
with me." I fear, because I cannot shut out the world, even when I
have shut the doors of my chamber. I fear, because I cannot leave
the world behind, even when I have come into the house of God. I
fear, because I cannot set my mind upon the things of God, even when
I come to His holy table; therefore I have reason to fear, to be dejected,
and to be distressed. If you could show me the Lord speaks to such
as me when He says, "Fear not "-" Fear not, little flock, for it is
your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom;" "Fear not, I
am the first and the last," I should think there would be some degree
of hope for me; my fears would be banished for ever.
Now, my dear friends, do not expect from any man what no man
can accomplish. If God is pleased to own any observations made at
any time by anyone of His servants, give Him all the glory, for it
belongs to Him. At the same time, while you do not expect from
God's ministers what they cannot accomplish, I pray you do not
expect from your heart that which you will never find. As long as
you are in the body you will be liable to every evil thought and imagination; I mean to say, you will be liable at any time, in any place, under
any circumstances whatever, to have the fiery darts of Satan cast into
your soul; and then what will take place 1 Cast a firebrand into a
magazine of gunpowder, and what will take place 1 An explosion,
and certainly a fearful one, unless some one has the courage to pluck
the firebrand away ere the explosion takes place. So, my friends, we
see time and place however solemn and sacred, circumstances however
inappropriate they may seem for the injection of sinful thoughts and
corrupt imaginations, for the stirring up of the pride, the envy,
malice, and hatred of the human heart, are nothing to our great,
our potent foe, who is continually injecting into the minds of the Lord's
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people that which disturbs their peace, which creates the fear of which
I have been speaking. But, my dear friends, just observe this, there
remains behind it one great fact, that there is at one and the same
moment in every believing soul the lust of the flesh contrary to God's
Word, and the work of the Spirit in harmony with God's Word. There
is in one and the same believer in the Lord Jesus an old principle and
a new principle, the old man and the new man, sin and Divine grace.
These are contrary the one to the other. You will bear in mind that
St. Paul's experience of this led him to cry out, " Oh, wretched man
that I am; who shall deliver me from the body of this death?" But
you will also bear in mind, that in the same experience, the experience
of struggle, the experience of conflict, was the experience that a greater
than human nature was there, and made him add these words, " I
thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord."
Now we are all apt to sit in judgment upon our fellow-creatures. We
can see something of their walk, their life, and their conversation. We
see their faults, their failings, their slips, and their trippings·up on the
way. But we see nothing of the conflict that is going on in their souls,
nothing of the struggling, the striving, the praying, the groaning and
the wrestling with the desire to be kept from these things; we see
nothing of the penitential sorrow, the heart-broken sighs, the cravings
which they feel after strong faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. And if we
would exercise a little more Christian charity towards our Christian
. brethren, a little more vigilance over our own hearts, we should have
more peace in our own minds, and be more useful in our day and
generation than we are at present.
" Fear not." Thou hast a heart that is deceitful above all things
and desperately wicked. Thou hast a carnal mind that is at enmity
against God; thou hast sore struggling, it may be; tears shed by thee
which are beheld by no eye but by the all-seeing eye of God; groans
which cannot be uttered, which are wrought in thy soul by the power
of the Spirit of God, and are heard in the courts of heaven, and will
bring down an answer of peace to thy soul. But recollect thy peace is
not to come from the consideration that grace is better than sin, that
the new man is stronger than the old man; but thy peace is to come,
and thy fears are to be banished, from the consideration that for every
particle of thy heart-sin, the Lord Jesus Christ groaned in the bitterness of His spirit, that He hath redeemed thee unto God by the shedding
of His own precious blood.
But then the soul that is so exercised says, I fear and have sorrow
not only on account of the remembrance of my past transgressions,
not only from feeling the depth of the wickedness that is in my own
heart, but I fear also when I consider the course on which I have to go,
when I consider the narrow path I have to walk on. I fear I shall one
day fall into the hands of Satan, for as a roaring lion he goeth about,
seeking whom he may devour, be overcome by the world in which
my lot has been appointed, and instead of receiving any encouragement
from within, I find that there is a traitor in the camp, ever ready to
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open the gates, and admit a troop of the enemy. I fear I shall be like
Gad, of whom it was said, "Gad, a troop shall overcome him."
Well,
poor soul, thou mayest thus fear: for this fear is a wholesome fear
when it leads you to distrust yourself, but it is an unwholesome fear
when it leads you to distrust God. Fear is wholesome when it leads
you to distrust the means of grace as having no power in themselves,
to distrust man as being unable to communicate anything to you of
himself, but it is unwholesome when it leads you to distrust the God
of the .means, the Master Who sends His servant to you in His name.
But I say again, "Fear not." Though you have the world
against you, Satan against you, and your own heart in league with the
world and the devil, He that is for you is greater than they that are
against you. And though, like Gad, it hath been your lot to be overcome by a troop, yet remember what was said of that tribe, " Gad, a
troop shall overcome him, but he shall overcome at the last." Now,
you will recollect in a wrestling match it is not the person who gets the
most throws in each match that is said to win, but he that gets the last
throw and keeps his adversary down. And so it is written and felt
of all the children of the living God. They have been and they may
be overcome, but they shall overcome at the last. Peter was overcome
several times, and the last was the most grievous fall he had, when with
oaths and curses he denied that he knew his blessed Lord and Master.
But did not he overcome at the last 1 Did he not shout the prean of
victory when he wrote his first Epistle, bearing this testimony to the
truth-" The God of all grace, Who hath called us unto His eternal
glory, by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered awhile, make you
perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you" 1 How did he know that 1
He knew it from God's Word, which said it; but he had another
testimony, the testimony of the experience of the faithfulness of God.
Thus it is when we speak to the people of God. We speak not only
the truth of God's Word, which is the foundation of all, but we speak
it with this recommendation, we say probatum est. God will be faithful
to you, for He has been faithful to me. God will comfort you, because
He hath comforted me in all my tribulations. "Fear not," then, "little
flock; it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the Kingdom."
Whatever imaginary evils and real dangers stand in your way,
though you sigh and say when on your knees before God, "Why art
thou cast down, 0 my soul, why art thou disquieted within me 1 "
you may still add with David, "I shall yet praise Him Who is the
health of my countenance." "Fear not." God speaks to you.
God the Father says to you, " Fear not." God the Son says to you,
weakling, "Fear not." God the Holy Ghost speaks to your souls in
His Word and says, " Fear not." And then God in His condescension
gives you a reason why you need not fear.
Fear not, Abraham; fear not, Thomas; fear not, Mary; fear not,
Hannah; fear not, Elizabeth; "I am thy shield, and thy exceeding
great reward." Fear not thy enemies, for I am thy shield. Fear not the
loss of possessions; I am thy exceeding great reward. You will see the
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line of argument; there are so many enemies, and they are so potent.
Granted, but God is omnipotent. They are potent, but not omnipotent.
They can do a great deal, but they cannot do all things; they can
fight very fiercely, but they cannot fight as God. "Who is he that
kicketh against the thick bosses of the Almighty's buckler 1" Who
is he that dares to lift up his hand against God 1 Canst thou thunder
like God 1 "Thy shield." You know how beautifully the Psalmist
spoke: "Behold, 0 God, our shield, and look upon the face of Thine
Anointed." And again, in the same (84th) Psalm, "For the Lord God
is a sun and shield."
What is a shield 1 A shield is a piece of defensive armour, worn
upon the left arm, used in warfare by the holder of the shield lifting it
up to defend his head when he believes the fatal dart is aimed at it,
and letting it fall again when he needs to protect his breast. But
you know, dear friends, these shields, these weapons, these pieces of
defensive armour, are no defence at all unless God be for us. "Except
the Lord bnild the house, their labour is but vain that build it; except
the Lord build the city, the watchman waketh but in vain." Except
the Lord fight for us and be our shield, all our own defences are in vain.
"I am thy shield." My righteousness is thy shield and buckler.
My love is thy shield, My faithfulness is thy shield. You will observe
that God interposes Himself, His love, His faithfulness, His power,
His grace, and His mercy between the sonl and all its enemies. You
recollect when St. Paul describes the spiritual armour of the Christian
soldier in the 6th chapter of his epistle to the Ephesians, he has these
words, " Above all taking the shield of faith." Now, I look upon it,
he does not mean that your faith or mine will be a good shield against
our enemies. I should not like to trust to my faith as my shield.
Taking the shield of faith is laying hold on God, Who says" I am thy
shield." That is taking it as David did when he went to contend
against the great giant Goliath. He tried Sau!'s armour, but he had to
take it of!. The Spirit of God whispered to him that he should not
trust in it. "It is better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence"
in any armour. He had not proved it. He had proved that the
fai thfulness of God was to him a shield and buckler. Re had proved
that the Lord was his goodness, and his fortress, his strong tower, and
his deliverer. He said, " I will go in the name of the Lord God, and in
the strength of the Lord J ehovah." He laid hold by faith upon God
as his shield; he went forth conquering and to conquer. It is in this
way the Lord says, " I am thy shield." You know, if you are going
into battle you would not like to go unprotected. You wonld wish
to have something or other to protect, to shield, or to shelter you from
the hard blows of the adversary. If you have a shield, you prove it,
and take it on' your arm. So, when you have to contend against
crafty, subtle, mighty, and spiritual foes, waiting for you, watching
for your slipping on this or on that side, it is assuring to know that you
have God for your shield, and that you can repose confidence in your
God. Just take God's Word as a description of what the Lord is to
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you in His" everlasting Covenant, ordered in all things and sure," of
what the Lord will do for you. Make Him the great object of your trust,
your confidence, and your hope.
Then He says, "Fear not, Abram, I am thy exceeding great
reward." Abram went out from his father's house, from his country,
and his kindred, unto a land which the Lord showed unto him, and
which He promised to give unto him and to his seed by covenant,
but He did not suffer him to have so much as one foot of it. He led
him about from time to time in the land of promise as in a strange
country, and still whispering in his ear, "I am thy exceeding great
reward." Why, the man that has God for his portion, God for his
exceeding great reward, I ask you what else he wants 1 God has
made Himself over to him! You may learn in the schools of divinity
and theology about the attributes and perfections of the Most High
God; all that God is, all that God ever has done, and all that the
Ahnighty God ever can do, will do, and must do, He has made over to
you, though you may be amongst the poorest of His children! You
may lose all things for Christ's sake, you may strip yourself of all this
world can give-I do not mean literally, but that you may lose all regard
for the things of this world-and yet fail to realize all that expression.
J oseph said, "Regard not the stuff, for the good of all the land of
Egypt is yours." Care not for the stuff-the things of time and sense;
all that God is, all that He can do, all that the Lord will do and must do,
is yours for time and eternity. There is the exceeding great reward.
When· a poor man looks abroad upon the earth, sees its manifold
beauties, admires every painted flower which blossoms, gratifying the
eye to behold and perfuming the breeze with its fragrance, he sees
that God made all these things to gratify him in the world: the skies
which His fingers have made, the trees and the fruits of the earth to
give meat in their season, the stars and planets which bedeck the sky;
and then looks beyond the sky and the clouds to the heaven of heavens,
and says with David, " Although my house be not so with God, yet
He hath made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things
and sure; for this is all my salvation and all my desire, although He
make it not to grow." Then you may say concerning such a man, "0
Lord of hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth in Thee! "
How then does He bring us up to this highly exalted position, bring
us to look through everything up to God, to receive everything at
His hands, to own Him in everything, to place everything at His
disposal, to trust Him, to worship Him, to obey Him, to have our
conscience clear, our communications upright, our conversation void
of offence before God and before men 1 It is by directing our thoughts
up to heaven, that our minds may be occupied with the things of
eternity, to have continually upon our memory that which lies before
us-death, or the glorious coming of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ, judgment, and everlasting glory, and that we may have a
conscience void of offence towards God and towards man.
Do not think I am legal, for I have done with the law as a motive,
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but I have not done with the law of love; I hope I never shall, and I
hope you never will. You have this task pressed from the law of love
without any bondage about it. As long as we are upon this earth, let
our light shine before men. I find a new reading of God's Word in the
Old Testament. We see there were clean and unclean beasts, and the
children of Israel were commanded only to eat those which were clean.
Those beasts which chewed the cud and divided the hoof were con·
sidered clean, and those fishes which had fins and scales were regarded
as clean. Did the Lord speak these things only for those of the old
dispensation 1 Nothing of the sort! It was written for our learning.
Those persous with whom we should associate are represented by the
beasts who chew the cud and divide the hoof. That is to say, they
meditate upou God's Word, as the cow returns its food back again
into her mouth, after it has fallen down into the first stomach, and
turns it over and over again; so do those who are renewed by the
Spirit, who are the excellent of the earth, meditate upon the things
which they have heard. Not satisfied merely with hearing God's
Word they meditate thereupon-" In His law do they meditate day
and night." They divide the hoof-they come out from the world.
You know, my dear friends, under the law it was not the beast that
chewed the cud only, but the beast which divided the hoof also that
was clean. So you must manifest the two parts of the Christian
character. You must meditate on the law of God, and come out from
the world. The mere ascetic may come out from the world, monks
and nuns may retire from the world, yet not any of them meditate
upon God's truth in their souls. You will observe as in old times
under the law there were beasts clean and unclean, so in the present
day under the Gospel there must be a manifest distinction between
the world and the Church.
And so with fishes. The clean fishes had fins and scales. What
were the fins for 1 To direct their motion; they steer themselves by
their fins as a vessel is steered by the helm. And so must we have
fins, a divine knowledge that we may swim, but not along with the
multitude-nothing is so easy as to swim down the stream-but to
direct our course according to God's Word.
And then again, clean fish must have scales. The scales were set
close, for smoothing the passage, for ornament and safety. So the
scales of our faith and love must be set so close and near one
another in accordance with God's blessed Word that no temptation
may come between.
And now,_ my dear friends, Christianity is more than a mere name.
It is a vitality, godliness in the soul; it is the excellency of conduct
and conversation and communication, the spirit and temper and disposition in the life which is the exhibition of the power of God's grace,
constraining the soul to walk in the ways of God's commandments,
because God has set the soul at liberty. There is a diflerence, you
see, between legal bondage and the Christian's walk with God. "I
will run in the way of Thy co=andments," says David, "because
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Thou hast set my heart at liberty." The Christian rule is " Whether
therefore, ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of
God," through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
May God of His own goodness bless His precious Word, and give it
power. May He give to you and to me the spirit of power, of love, and
a sound mind. We cannot communicate that power. Unless the Lord
Himself bless the messenger, no power is communicated from one to
another by any spiritual intercourse or even by the exhibition of
those glorious, holy mysteries whereby the Lord often encourages His
people. May He therefore bless, and may we give Him all the glory
due unto His name.
NOTES OF A SERMON
PREACHED BY REV. J. W. GOWRING, B.A.,
AT ST. GILES'S, CRIPPLEGATE, IN 1872.
" Game, ye children, hearken unto me,. I will teach you the lear 01 the
Lord."-PsALM xxxiv. 1l.
WE considered the persons addressed last Sunday-" Come, ye
children," they are those that are God's children-those that are
" born from above," to whom the privilege of childship is granted,
i.e. they are taken into the Lord's school-He undertakes to instruct
them, that they may understand those great and precious promises
which are Yea and Amen in Christ Jesus. These things can only be
known and experienced in the heart as we are brought through the
vicissitudes of great troubles, to find" when heart and flesh fail, the
Lord is the strength of our heart and our portion for ever." It is a
law of Christ's kingdom that" through much tribtilation we must
enter the kingdom of God": and so in Heb. xii. 7, "If ye endure
chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he
whom the Father chasteneth not?" When we bear in mind that that
word chastening is taken from the word child, so far from chastening
and aflliction being any token that God does not care, it is the very
reverse. Those that have no changes, fear not God; but" whom
the Lord loveth, He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He
receiveth." There is a quotation in Heb. xli. from Prov. ill. showing
us how we are to take the expression" My Son": "Ye have forgotten
the exhortation which speaketh unto you, as unto children, My son,
despise not thou the chastening of the Lord," etc. It is addressed to
God's children; it is God's voice now speaking to them.
So here, whilst we have the testimony of David in this Psalm, it is
the Holy Ghost that speaks, and we look at it, not merely as the
testimony of David (we see it is the result of the Lord's teaching with
him); but it is God's voice now speal.:ing to His children, to those
manifested as such, who have been translated from the l.:ingdom of
darkness into the kingdom of His dear Son.
"Come, ye children, hearken unto me," etc. They are bid to
"come." Where the Lord says Come, there is power, for it is the word
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of a King. Jesus still says, " All that the Father giveth Me shall come
to Me; and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out." He
never casts out the poor inquirer who comes to Him. Take the case
of Nicodemus; see how Jesus bore with his ignorance! But the word
here is, "Come and hearken." This is often the way in God's Holy
Word. In Isaiah li. we read, "Hearken to Me, ye that follow after
righteousness, ye that seek the Lord," again (v. 4) "Hearken unto
Me, My people"; then a third time, in v. 7, "Hearken unto Me, ye
that know righteousness," etc. The Lord calls to us: hearken, and
where He speaks, He fulfils that promise (Ps. cx. 3), "Thy people
shall be willing in the day of Thy power." When the Lord thus calls
to hearken, there will be the response, "I will hear what God the
Lord will speak unto me "-sitting at the feet of Jesus, listening to
His words. The new-born babes "desire the sincere milk of the
word, that they may grow thereby "-they want renewed tokens;
"Remember, 0 Lord, the word unto thy servant, upon which Thou
hast caused me to hope."
We should ask ourselves, How do I come to God's Word? I trust
you do read God's Word; do you come to it, wishing to know what
God's mind is? Are you desiring, like Mary, to sit at the feet of Jesus?
True, He is not now upon earth; but Jesus is present in the Word,
and many have witnessed, " Thy words were found, and I did eat them,
and Thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of my heart." When
the Lord speaA"$, the word is fitly spoken; sometimes it may be to cast
down, to bring low; but remember, there is no healing without being
wounded,. no lifting up, without being cast down.
We should come, then, to God's Word (and to the assembly where
two or three are gathered in His Name) to hear what God the Lord will
speak to us. The devil is ever ready to snatch away the word that lies
on the surface, and is not found in the heart. When the Lord bids His
children to hearken, He speaks to the heart. "With the heart. man
believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made
unto salvation."
David desired not to eat his morsel alone-he set forth what he had
experienced and tasted: the dealings of God with His children are
recorded, under the teaching of the Holy Spirit, for our instruction.
God's Word is full of these precious testimonies, that we may hearken
to what He has spoken in time past; and then, if we have the circumcized heart, there will be the desire to be found obedient children, not
like the deaf adder that stoppeth her ear. How many put away the
Word of God from them! "Ye seek to kill Me, because My word
hath no place in you, said Jesus" (John viii. 37).
Now we will consider the substance of what David said here: "Come,
ye children, hearken unto me, I will teach you the fear of the Lord."
He could not teach what he did not know himself-he had experienced
it. Like as in Psalm li. he cried to God under the trouble he felt,
" Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation," etc, "then," he adds,
" will I teach transgressors Thy ways, and sinners shall be converted
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unto Thee," so here, "I will teach you the fear of the Lord." What
are wc to understand by the "fear of the Lord"? There are two kinds
of fear spoken of in God's Word. The one is slavish, and drives from
God; the other is a filial fear, and draws to God. "The transgression
of the wicked saith within my heart that there is no fear of God before
his eyes." Yet he is afraid of God. He fears as Cain feared; he
was sorry that he must bear the punishment of his sin, not sorry that
he had grieved God. The fear David referred to is that filial fear
that pertains to God's children. In the ninth verse he says, "Oh,
fear the Lord, ye His saints: for there is no want to them that fear
Him." David speaks of this fear in Psalm xix., " The law (or doctrine)
of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul "-(the" law," not merely
the ten commandments, it includes those). "The testimony of the
Lord is sure, making wise the simple. The statutes of the Lord are
right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord is pure,
enlightening the eyes. The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring for
ever." I think in these five things there is the successive experience
of the Lord's children. "The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring for
ever" (not that fear that is to be cast out). Then," the judgments
of the Lord are true, and righteous altogether. More to be desired
are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold; sweeter also than honey
and the honeycomb: moreover, by them is Thy servant warned," etc.
That fear of the Lord that is clean, it endures for ever. Of that it is
the Psalmist speaks again in Psalm xxv. 14, "The secret of the Lord
is with them that fear Him." The secrets are not made known to the
servants, but to the family. "I thank Thee, 0 Father, Lord of heaven
and earth, that Thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent,
and hast revealed them unto babes." "The natural man receiveth
not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him:
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned"
(1 Cor. ii. 14).
When anyone is born from above he is a new creature; the Bible is
a new book to him: "Old things are passed away, behold, all things
are become new." "The secret of the Lord is with them that fear
Him, and His Covenant to make them know it" (margin). What
Covenant 1
In Isaiah Iv. 3, we find, " Incline your ear and come unto Me: hear,
and your soul shall live ; and I will make an everlasting Covenant with
you, even the sure mercies of David." "An everlasting Covenant
ordered in all things and sure." "I will make an everlasting Covenant
with them, that I will not turn away from them to do them good; but
I will put My fear in their hearts." That is God's Covenant; He puts
His fear into their hearts. See what it accomplishes: "In the fear
of the Lord is strong confidence, and His children shall have a place of
refnge." "The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life, to depart from
the snares of death" (Prov. xiv. 26, 27).
Do you wish to know the fear of the Lord 1 Search the Scriptures;
and remember it is only as the Holy Spirit teaches, that God's Word
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can be received and welcomed in the heart. "Neither is he that
planteth anything, neither he that watereth, but God that giveth the
increase." What a blessing is connected with the fear of the Lord in
Jer. xxxii. 40: "I will put My fear in their hearts, that they shall not
depart from Me."

L

r

Oh, search the Scriptures-receive not what I say on my testimony,
but search the Scriptures daily (like the Bereans), whether these things
are so. May God's Word be established in my heart, and in your
hearts, to show that there is still a people who fear God and walk in
His ways.
,
THE PORTRAIT.
THE LATE REV. JAMES IRWIN DUNCAN.
OUR portrait this month recalls the face and the life-work of one who
represented, through a ministry of more than forty years, the best
type of Irish and English clerical life. Born and educated in Ireland,
and of Irish descent for several generations, he combined Irish fervour
and eloquence with characteristics of thoroughness and method which
are more generally attributed to English origin.
J AMES IRWIN DUNCAN was born in 1830. His University career at
Trinity College, Dublin, was shortened by his early acceptance of a
mastership at the Malta Protestant College. In the year 1854 he was
ordained by the Bishop of Gibraltar, and in 1855 he returned to
Ireland and took up the curacy of Drumconrath, Co. Meath. In 1861
he moved to England, and was successively Curate of Tattenhall
(Cheshire), and St. Thomas', Kendal. At Kendal his Vicar was Mr.
La Trobe, for whom he had a strong affection. In 1865 he began a
fruitful ministry in Bristol (first as Curate at St. Michael's and the
Blind Asylum, under Canon Kuight, and afterwards at St. James's,
under Mr. Bruce), which is remembered with deep thankfulness even
to the present day. While at St. James's, he was given the special
charge of St. James-the-Less. One who knew his. work in that sphere
writes: "The circumstances were very difficult, many of the inhabitants being sunk in degradation, but he was the means, under
God, of raising the tone in a way that to many seemed almost
miraculous. A poor old woman, hearing a rumour of his probable
removal, told me how very helpful his preaching had been to her,
adding, with tears, ' If he was preaching six miles away, I'd get up at
5.0 o'clock and walk to hear him.''' Another friend of those days
writes: "In visiting his flock, which he did most carefully and diligently, he was full of sympathy with suffering and sorrow, and he was
like his Master in dealing with sin in every form. His whole heart and
energy were in any work, even the smallest, which he considered that
his Master had given him to do, and it was done with his might." His
experience of the havoc wrought among the poor in Bristol by strong
drink led him to gather his household together, that all the members
might solemuly unite in taking the total abstinence pledge, and he was
39
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ever eager to set an example of holy living before those to whom he
ministered. After seven years of strenuous work in Bristol, he was
appointed Incumbent of Natland, near Kendal, in 1871, and from there,
in 1875, he moved to the Vicarage of Christ Church, Carlisle, to which
he was appointed by Dean Close. For fifteen years he served God as
Vicar of the Carlisle parish, and exercised a strong spiritual influence on
the town and neighbourhood, throwing himself with unsparing devotion
into the thorough administration of church, parish and schools. His
work at Carlisle led to at least five young men giving themselves to
the ministry of the Church of England. His preaching was always
spiritual and helpful-the result of careful preparation, condensed into
notes covering all the points of the subject. Th.ree or four times a
year he preached definitely on some branch of the controversy with
Rome, wh.ose fruits he had known so well in Malta and Ireland. The
effect of his Sunday evening sermons was frequently followed up by
a short after-meeting in which he pressed home God's message and
drew us all very near to God in prayer. He never sought the praise
of men. His uncompromising allegiance to Protestant truths was, as
he well knew, a barrier to ecclesiastical distinction, and he used sometimes to say with a smile, "My canonry is in heaven." At a clerical
meeting, on an occasion well remembered by the writer, he very
fervently prayed that God would keep His servants faithful, and
added-" Lord, keep us in the very middle of the narrow way." While
at Carlisle he suffered irreparable bereavement in the death, after a
long illness, of his loving and deeply-loved wife. He never fully
recovered from the bereavement, and failing health induced him to
resign the living of Christ Church in 1890. He took occasional duty
during the next few years at Turin, Wishaw (near Birmingham), and
Felsham (Suffolk), until the home-call came in 1895, after an illness
borne with Christian fortitude, and he entered into the joy of
his Lord. His two sons survive him-the elder is now organizing
Secretary of the Church of England Zenana Missionary Society, and
the second is Vicar of St. J ulian's, Shrewsbury. The writer of
this brief notice counts it a sacred privilege to recall some of the
chief features of a life lived to the glory of God by one of whom
the world was not worthy, and who will assuredly have many
souls for his hire in the great day.
We would add to the above notes (kindly supplied to us) that the
second son of the subject of this memoir, the Rev. N. F. Duncan,
M.A., will (D. v.) preach the sermon at the forthcoming Clifton
Conference, on Wednesday evening, October 5th, at the Memorial
Church, Victoria Square, at 7.0 o'clock.
SUPPOSE the furnace be heated seven times hotter, yet God can make
the sufferer seventy times happier. Those who are here crossed for
well-doing, shall hereafter be crowned for well-dying.-W. Seeker.
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AN ADDRESS BY MR. JOHN WOOD
(HONORARY SECRETARY OF THE EVANGELIZATION SOCIETY),
AT THE MILDMAY CONFERENCE, JUNE, 1910.
IN the second chapter of Paul's Epistle to Titus, aud the eleventh
verse, we read, "For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath
appeared." It will never disappear, as long a;; eternal ages roll. In
1 Peter i. 9, we read, " Receiving the end of your faith, the salvation
of your souls. Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and
searched diligently." A few lines down, "Which things the angels
desire to look into."
Salvation is the greatest theme in the Bible. Like the scarlet line,
and the living water, it runs through the Word from Genesis to Revelation. It is first mentioned in Genesis xlix. 18, where old Jacob says,
"I have waited for Thy salvation, 0 Lord." The second time it
occurs is in Exodus xiv. 13, " Stand still and see the salvation of the
Lord." And the last time it is mentioned is in Rev. xix. 1, " Salvation,
glory, honour, and power to the Lord our God."
Salvation is mentioned in the Word of God about one hundred and
seventy times. I mean the word "salvation." If we had time to
turn to these pa;;sages what a rich feast we should have, what wonderful adjectives we should require; but that, of course, is out of the
question.
Salvation is the result of grace, love, and righteousness; not grace
and love without righteousness, but grace and love through righteousness. This salvation is the work of the Holy Trinity against another
trinity. It is always, it seems to me, the work of the Father against
the world, of the Son against the Devil, of the Holy Spirit against the
flesh. It is the design of the Father, and the undertaking of the Son;
the application thereof is always through the Holy Ghost. Or, again,
it is the purpose of the Father; the purchase of the Son-when He took
our nature, served in that nature, suffered in our nature, sweated great
drops of blood in our nature, went to the Cross in our nature, and is
coming in it, in glory; and made ours by the teaching of the Holy
Ghost. Or, again, the source is of the Father, the channel is through
the Son, and the power that of the Holy Ghost. It is illustrated in
Exodus xvii. by the Father on the Rock; the Son, the smitten Rock;
the water freely flowing, the gift of salvation, the Holy Ghost, the
river of the water of life-either will do. Or again, it is the Father (in
New Testament language) running to meet the prodigal, it is the Son
purcha;;ing the best robe to give to the prodigal, it is the Holy Ghost
causing the prodigal to come to himself.
Salvation means the eternal security of everyone of the children of
God; it means also a glorious deliverance from all the powers of the
Wicked One, from all the powers of evil; and, best of all-there is no
.getting beyond this-it means that the Lord Himself has become our
salvation, according to Exodus xv. 1, 2: "Then sang Moses and the
children of. Israel this song unto the Lord, and spake, saying, I will
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sing unto the Lord, for He hath triumphed gloriously: the horse and
his rider hath He thrown into the sea. The Lord Jehovah is my
strength and song, and He is become my salvation: He is my God,
and I will prepare Him an habitation; my father's God, and I will
exalt Him."
To illustrate this-for one can only illustrate so vast a theme-a
theme, as I said before, running throughout Scripture. One can only
pick, as it were, a verse or two, a thought or two, or a picture or two,
here and there. As my brother, who follows, will probably refer more
or less to Luke xv., that most wonderful illustration of the work of the
Trinity, I shall confine myself to a few thoughts from the Book of
Exodus.
The first of three main divisions is this-the eternal security of
every one of the true children of God. When our brother led us in
prayer, he confessed our sin, our transgressions, our ignorances, our
coldness, our failures, our mistakes. Oh, how thankful I, for one, feel
that there is an answer to them all in the precious blood! My theme
stands for this, and the Word of God stands for this-that the precious
blood covers all the sin, from beginning to end, of the believer's life,
and there is nothing that can, by any possibility, be added to this
glorious blessed title; "When I see the blood I will pass over you."
God taught me this experimentally and personally before I ever
set foot in dear old King Henry Street Conference Hall, before this
Conference Hall was built. And now, after forty years, I rejoice to
stand here and to tell you that my title is just the same to·night as it
was forty years ago-nothing added; not one's experience, preaching,
effort, or growth in grace, oh no. Let us keep the title perfectly clear,
once and for ever-the infinitely precious atoning work of the Lord
Jesus, on which every believer stands, and to which title nothing can
ever be added.
Having established that, let us go a step further. The fourteenth
of Exodus should be read with the twelfth, because the twelfth recorda
what we all require to know-a glorious deliverance. Oh that Israel
had known when they were brought out under that arch of blood,
that the God who brought them out undertook to be their guide all
along their journey, and undertook to bring them in. Then they
would have had no terror, fear, anxiety, about Pharaoh and his host;
there would have been nothing like, "Because there were no graves in
Egypt hast thou taken us away to clie in the wilderness? "
My dear hearers, what was that 1 Unbelief! and what limits our
service but this miserable, wretched unbelief 1 By the grace of God
shall we seek to put our feet firmly upon these two things-'that He
makes us safe for ever, and undertakes to deliver us from every foe,
'!Whoever and whatever that foe may be.
What a supreme moment when Moses saw some of the great sights
in Exodus xiv. Not only when God specially strengthened him by
another great sight-the burning bush. But, in Exodus xiv., the
pillar. of cloud altered its position, so that Moses might have looked up
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and said, "What is the Lord going to do now 1" and Israel might
have enquired, " What means this sudden change in the pillar cloud 1 "
What a supreme moment when Moses knew that the Red Sea was in
front 'of him and Pharaoh's picked chariots behind him, and all the
artillery and infantry of Egypt behind those chariots, Reason would
have said that the case of Israel was hopeless, Reason would never
have grasped that the whole question resolved itself into this: where
was the Lord 1 On whose side,was the Lord 1 Israel did not grasp the
fact that every tiny child was just as safe from Pharaoh as were the
warriors that came" harnessed" out of Egypt, but it was so, Every
one of those two and a half millions of men, women, and children
could never by any possibility be overthrown in the Red Sea, for the
Lord was there, His purpose was deliverance, a glorious, magnificent
salvation, Now, by the grace of God, shall we put our feet firmly
down on deliverance-that He Who has saved us is gloriously able to
carry us all the journey through, and to bring us safely home one by
one, if the Lord Jesus tarry,
As we have been reminded to-night already, the Lord Jesus may
possibly not tarry. From this platform many times to my own
personal knowledge, has the glad hope been impressed that it might be
the last Conference down here in Mildmay; that we might all have our
Conference up yonder, when caught up to meet the Lord in the air.
Be that as it may, dear Christian friends, this I do know: that our
security does not depend upon our strength or upon an arm of flesh,
upon anything in us or about us. It depends entirely on that
sovereign grace that called us in the" far country," that quickened
us from the dead; that sovereign grace which has given us all the
promises from Genesis to Revelation, that sovereign grace which,
having taken us up, will never, never give us up, a sovereign grace
which can strengthen us against all our foes; and perhaps our biggest
foe still is unbelief.
Unbelief is, to-day, alas! mixed with disbelief, and disbelief with
disobedience. Will you put those three things together- Here's a
trinity-unbelief, disbelief, disobedience. How can we believers who
have work to do for our Master, day by day, be " strong in faith, giving
glory to God," using the magnificent resources that God has put into
our hands, how can we possibly go forward unless we actually believe
that this Book lying before me here is the veritable Word of God, from
cover to cover 1
Look at the Church of God in its width and breadth-how is it we
are so weak 1 We have not strength to go forth into heathenism as
we ought, to go into the dark places of the earth as we would. How is
it that so many of our young men come up from our colleges with no
certain message, with no grip of the Word of God, no power through the
Holy Ghost, allowing foundations to be taken from under their feet.
Thank God it is not so here at Mildmay. I urge upon everyone of you
to take care of your knowledge of the Word of God and of the salvation
therein contained, with the revelation that God has given to UB. If
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He has not given us this revelation we have none; but if God has
revealed Himself and His truth to us, in this holy, blessed Book, let
us see to it that obedience goes along with the b'elief; and that the
unbelief and the disbelief and the disobedience have no place in our
minds, hearts, or souls.
It is a glorious thing to remember that the disobedient, unbelieving,
ungracious, unIovely people that the Lord brought safely out of Egypt
were borne with in spite of all their failure. And if it were not for
the Lord's exceeding gracious bearing with us here to·night, where
should we be 1 As I look at Israel's weakness and at God's grace
triumphing over it all, I learn that the same God is my God and your
God, even for evermore.
I do not think there is anything more beautiful than to compare
Exodus xii. and xiv., and then to go on to Exodus xv., the song of
victory, and how this song was raised in honour of the Lord HimselfI suppose one ought to say, the Triune God Himself.
Have you ever noticed this-probably many of you have-that in
Romans ill. you get a great deal of precious truth concerning salvation 1
Here it is the Lord Jesus Christ and the salvation wrought by Him,
the perfect righteousness given to us through His blood. This is preeminent and prominent all through that chapter. But when we turn
over to Romans iv., have you noticed that the Lord Jesus scarcely
appears in that chapter at all 1 In Romans iv. it is God, all the way
through, God the Father. This brings me to the thought that in
Exodus xv. and elsewhere throughout the Word of God, we are warranted in saying that salvation is the work of Him Who said in the
beginning, "Let us make man in our image," and Who also said-this
is the subject, I think, to-morrow or the day after-" Who will go for
us

~
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But this I venture to say, before I close: it is no use any of us seeking to go for Him-the living God, the Triune God-unless we have
these foundation truths absolutely secure in our own hearts and minds.
Doubt as to any part of the Word of God; doubt as to the essential
Deity of the Lord Jesus; doubt as to the resurrection, ascension, and
coming again of the Lord Jesus in power and great glory, and that
quickly-doubt in any of these mighty truths will make every arm
powerless and every heart hopeless. May the Lord grant that we all
may be " strong in faith, giving glory to God."
The disciples said to the Lord, "Increase our faith." If faith can
keep her hold, love will come along all right in unison; and if faith and
love can keep their hold, obedience will always result.
We need not be afraid of Gospel truth. Sometimes we hear men
trying to preach the Gosp~l, and they fence and guard as if they were
afraid of it; as if, somehow, they thought there was danger in the
declaration of God's mighty truths, these foundation truths. Oh, no.
God will take care of His own truth; we need not be afraid, and fence
it. Whenever God gives the opportunity of preaching it, one trut.h
will never destroy another. The Lord give us grace rightly to divide
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the Word of truth, to hammer it with all our might, and not be afraid;
because God is ever true to His own Word, and the Holy Spirit will
ever bless that Word, and will keep revealing the scheme of salvation
to one and another under the teaching and preaching of that Gospel,
which is now, and shall be until the Lord Jesus comes, " the power of
God unto salvation, to everyone that believeth "-black man, white
man, yellow man, the old, the young, the profligate, or the Pharisee,
the far-off as the prodigal, the estranged as the elder brother-God is
able to bring home with power, with saving efficacy, the Gospel of His
grace_ This alone is His power. The power is not in the preacher,
but in the message, in the Word. The Holy Ghost has undertaken to
bring that home, and to effect His mighty and gracious purposes in the
salvation and completion of the Church of God. Therefore it is ours
to use the magnificent provision that He has put into our hands.
Knowing this Book and the indwelling Spirit, and the throne of grace,
what have we to fear 1 " Stand still, and see the salvation of God."
The battle is the Lord's. Fear not, go forth in Divine strength, in
Divine wisdom, trusting only the forces which God has placed within
your reach and mine, unworthy though we are.

PARTICULAR PRAYER.
Two considerations unite to exalt the Christian's privilege in prayer
above that enjoyed by the Old Testament saints. He, to Whom,
through Whom and by Whom our supplications ascend seeking the
throne of grace, is known to us as a Man, a Brother of our nature, a
Being formed like us; One Who is experimentally acquainted both
with the temptations that assail us, and with the infirmity of the
frame that must sustain the conflict. No longer clad in terrible
mystery, speaking from the midst of the fire and the thick darkness,
and causing our hearts to quake. He Whom we worship has revealed
Himself to us in a character to engage our confidence, and to assure us
of His tender sympathy in all our wants and woes.
The other consideration is, that to Him all power is given both in
heaven and earth. Those of old made no question of God's infinite
might; but they beheld it as it were dimly, obscured by its own
terribleness, not as we do, shining forth in the bright glory of His
infinite love. We may trace this feeling of deep and distant awe in
most of their addresses, contrasted with the language of Paul, Peter,
John, enabled by the Holy Ghost to draw nigh; not, indeed, with less
reverence, but with far greater boldness, more filial freedom, and
perfect assurance of having One to plead for them Who could not fail.
But David enjoyed wonderful freedom of access to God in prayer.
Not only do his beautiful psalms breathe the happiest spirit of loving,
trusting dependence; but in various passages of his life we find him
carrying present troubles and anxieties to the Lord, as to a Friend who
could sympathize as well as relieve. During the periods of those two
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heavy trials to which he was subjected-the violent persecution of Saul,
and the rebellion of Absalom-we trace a habit of prayer that loved
to go into particulars, to lay the minutire of his case before God, to
appeal to Him as to One Who knew not only the fact of his being under
afflictions, but the precise character also of those afllictions, the number,
names, dispositions, acts, and designs of his enemies. David seems
to have derived comfort even from the assurance that the Lord knew
all the evil of his heart, whether displayed by actions, uttered in
words, or secretly working in its deepest recesses, in thoughts known
to no man but himself; and motives concealed, perhaps, from him,
through the deceitfulness of sin. He appears like a patient who, in
some desperate case, comes to the physician, anxiously desirous that
he should search it out thoroughly, and building his chief hope on the
worst being known.
It is hence that the beauty springs which commends itself to the
feeling of every believer who takes up the Psalmist's strain. It is the
peculiar drawing nigh to God, the confiding tone of those humble
aspirations, the desire to be, as it were, continually under the dissecting
knife of Him from Whose piercing eye our depravity naturally shrinks,
and would hide itself. David must have had very clear views of Christ,
or he could not thus have felt and acted; but prophet as he was, and
type also both of the suffering Jesus and His Church, the conquering
Messiah and His Kingdom-he could not have that close knowledge
which is vouchsafed to us of Him Whose actual history lies spread
before us, as though we had seen all His wondrous doings, and heard
all the gracious words that proceeded out of His mouth-had wept
before His cross, and wondered at His sepulchre, and gazed up into
heaven ere yet the cloud that received His ascending form had vanished
in the distance. Surely, then, we ought not to be less bold in coming
to the throne of grace, with whose divine Occupant we are thus person·
ally acquainted, than David was who, compared with us, beheld Him
afar off.
There is a beautiful point in this praying king's history that may
yield a very valuable lesson. When Absalom revolted, he had, among
the abettors of his parricidal treason, one really wise counsellor, Ahithophel, who had filled that office to David; and the king well knew the
value of his aid, and how greatly the evil cause that he had espoused
might be promoted by his sagacious advice. In this state of feeling,
when apprised of the traitor's defection from him, he put up this short,
plain,- distinct petition, "0 Lord, I pray Thee, turn the counsel of
Ahithophel into foolishness"! Here was the individual named whose
working he feared, the means by which he would probably work-his
counsel pointed out, and the exact remedy, in a purely defensive
spirit, suggested. He did not ask for Ahithophel's destruction, nor
even chastisement; but simply that his wisdom, employed in an
unrighteous cause against his lawful king, might become foolishness.
Having so prayed, he took the best means presented to him for the
furtherance of that object, by detaching a most faithful friend from
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his party, and seemingly from his cause, that he might be on the spot
to become instrumental in defeating the counsel of Ahithophel. The
Lord accepted the prayer, and used the very means chosen by David.
Ahithophel's very sensible and very wicked counsel was turned into
foolishness, by the vain and shallow Absalom preferring before it the
feigned opinion of Hushai. The rebels, then misled, were defeated,
Absalom slain, David restored; and Ahithophel, foreseeing such an
issue to the rejection of his crafty counsel and the destiny that would
await him under the recovered sceptre of his injured monarch, went
home and hanged himself.
A doubt seems often to prevail among praying people as to the
extent to which they should enter into particulars in making their
requests known unto God. Many dread the sin of presumption in
saying too much on what they may suppose very trivial matters in
the sight of the Most High; but surely nothing can be trivial in His
sight that concerns the welfare, the usefulness, the peace of His children. We shall find, if we examine with that object in view, how
graciously the Lord reveals His infinite knowledge and care in what we
term little and unimportant things. What a volume of profitable
sermons might be written on that one text: "Are not two sparrows
sold for a farthing 1 And one of them shall not fall to the ground
without your Father." The small coin at which the poor little bird is
priced among men is first specified as a thing not too minute for the
Lord to take cognizance of; and then is added the declaration that
such bird shall not even descend from its flight to the earth unnoticed
by the Lord God Almighty, Whose great and terrible Name men are
commanded to fear; before Whose awful Presence the angels cover
their faces, and Who deigns from the throne of His glory to look down
and number the hairs of our head. In that short and lovely history
of the Church recorded in the Acts of the Apostles, we have many such
intimations. An angel tells Cornelius that Peter lodges at J oppa, at
the house of one Simon, a tanner, by the seaside. There are few mortal
dukes who would not consider it below their dignity to know so much
of a fisherman's lodging and a tanner's locality as this bright angel
was delighted to announce. Again, when Ananias was to bear a
message of mercy and gladness to the praying Saul, we do not read
that he was conducted by some mysterious, internal impulse to the
spot, but the Lord Himself verbally directs him: "Arise, and go into
the street which is called Straight, and enquire in the house' of Judas
for one called Saul of Tarsus." How wretchedly contemptible is the
littleness of human pride, when brought into view with this Divine
~ondescension; and how erring the false humility of mortal unbelief,
that would hesitate to act upon these gracious intimations.
Our lives are made up of a succession of actions; feelings that when
viewed singly and separately are unimportant, but each of them has
some bearing, immediate or remote, on other and more evidently
important circumstances influencing the formation of our character,
or the complexion of our lot. To bring all these in detail before the
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Lord, to ask help, correction, guidance, as the present hour may seem
to require, is one of the great secrets alike of holiness and of happiness.
We are ready to admit that there is no such thing as a little sin, so
small as to be overlooked of God, so unimportant as not to require the
blood of the Cross to wash it out; and on the same principle we ought
to believe that there is no step so indifferent as to be safely taken
independently of help from above. This was clearly the general frame
of David's mind; he lived near to God, and that nearness was manifested by the frequency and fulness of his appeals at the throne of
grace. Nor are we left, as a matter of choice, to follow his example
or not: "Pray without ceasing"; "In everything give thanks" ;
" Be careful for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God." These,
and similar commands, prove that what we ought to regard as our
highest privilege and consolation, is no less our bounden duty, and the
Lord has enjoined no duty that we do not find to be also an advantage
to us.
Spiritual gifts will be sought in prayer by every believer, together
with such temporal things as are generally necessary, but the filial
confidence that approaches near, laying the minor, peculiar, individual
circumstances of our daily experience or expectation before the Lord,
is so precious in the eyes of those who have accustomed themselves to
use it that they would not forego it on any persuasion. It is to the
hesitating Christian, who fears intruding too far into the divine presence,
that the word of exhortation should come, reminding that as Satan
will most assuredly leave no occasion unimproved for the trial of his
seductive or harassing arts, so there is no occasion on which he does
not need the special help of Satan's mighty Conqueror. The little
domestic and family crosses that everyone must frequently encounter,
only become real crosses, sanctified trials of patience, when they are
brought to the Lord to be blessed by Him. In this we may take from
Antichrist himself a lesson of Christian wisdom; the baubles held in
such high esteem and considered so efficacious against evil-the
crucifixes, water, beads, images, etc., are nothing until a popish benediction has endued them .with supposed virtues; and thus with regard to
the " all things" that are made to work together for good to God's
children; they must be laid before Him-" sanctified by the word of
God and prayer," and then none of them are too insignificant to contribute to our present comfort and future welfare. We may have cause,
in our small way, to dread the mischievous cleverness of some private
Ahithophel; let us pray that, as far as we are concerned, God will turn
it into foolishness. Some malignant Shimei may hang upon our path,
to grieve us with undeserved reproach; let us lay it before the Lord,
and pass silently on. Some J oab, sincere towards us, but replete with
worldly wisdom and cold expediency, may perplex us with counsel not
of the Lord's dictating; let us cease from man, and bring the matter
to Him Who knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptation. In
short, let us take in its most unlimited, most comprehensive sense,
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the encouraging invitation, and embrace with our whole hearts the
sweet 8Ssurance that sanctions it: "Casting ALL your care upon Him;
for He careth for you."-(From the "Christian Lady's Magazine,"
1841.)
.
GRACE AND PEACE.
(FROM HALDANE'S "EXPOSITION OF THE GALATIANS.")

" Grace be to you, and peace, from God the Father, and from our Lord
Jesus Christ."-GAL. i. 3.
THIS is the Apostle's usual salutation when addressing the churches;
it comprehends everything essential to our welfare. Grace is necessarily free and unmerited; it is pure favour, and to this we must
trace every spiritual and heavenly blessing. Grace alone can take
away sin, for the sinner has no claim upon God. It is bestowed by
God the Father, not immediately, for He Who cannot look upon sin
has had no direct friendly intercourse with man since the fall. Grace
flows t<> sinners through Jesus Christ our Lord. He is the only medium
of communication between God Who is glorious in holiness and sinful
man; the only way in which we come to God, and in which His kindness
and mercy flow to us. In virtue of the unity of the Father and the
Son, grace is described as proceeding from both. In God's dealings
with our fallen race, it has plealled the Divine Majesty to give a
discovery of His manifold wisdom, and to show that with Him nothing
is impossible. While He justifies the ungodly, He gives a more awful
proof of His inflexible justice and abhorrence of sin, than if not an
individual of the human race had escaped. Grace reigns through
righteousness unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our Lord.
The law entered that sin might abound; but where sin abounded,
grace superabounded. Salvation is by grace, through faith which is
the gift of God, communicated to the members of the Church which
Christ hath purchased with His own blood; to those who were given
Him out of the world, who having been predestinated to the adoption
of children by Jesus Christ, are called and justified and glorified with
their Elder Brother. They are no longer under the law but under
grace, and in every situation in which they can be placed Christ's
language to them is, " My grace is sufficient for thee; My strength is
made perfect in weakness." During the whole of their pilgrimage
they lean upon Christ, and receive out of His fulness grace for grace,
by which they are conformed to His image. The Gospel is the manifestation of the grace of God, from Whom cometh down every good and
perfect gift.
Peace is connected with grace, upon which, as its foundation, it
securely rests. Our hearts condemn us; we know that in many
things we offend; but the Gospel of the grace of God gives to believers
the knowledge of salvation by the remission of their sins, which are all
washed away by the blood of Christ. He has made peace by the
blood of His cross; and when He manifests Himself to us, as He does
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not to the world, we experience the peace of God, delivering us from
the spirit of bondage unto fear, and giving us the spirit of adoption,
whereby we cry Abba, Father.
This peace springs from our perceiving the perfection of the atonement made upon Calvary, by which God's anger is turned away from
His people. Hence, He is described as the God of peace, Who brought
from the dead the Lord Jesus, the great Shepherd of the sheep, through
the blood of the everlasting Covenant; and through the same blood
shall all His sheep be brought to share the glories of His everlasting
Kingdom. He who knew no sin was made sin for His people-He
endured the curse of the law which they had broken-for them He
tasted the bitterness of death, and in token of His having fulfilled all
righteousness, He was raised to the power of an endless life. Thus He
became the firstfruits of them that slept. As the Head and Surety of
His people, He fully satisfied justice on their behalf; He finished
transgression-made an end of sin-made reconciliation for iniquity,
and brought in everlasting righteousness. The resurrection of the
Head was the justification of the members, the proof of their deliverance
from that load of guilt which would have carried them down to the
pit; it was the pledge that they would all in due time be raised to
dwell with Christ in the mansions which He is gone before to prepare.
In the Lord's last discourse before He suffered, He bequeathed
peace to His apostles as the representatives of His Church, and as the
executor of His own will He put them in possession of the legacy. On
the evening of the resurrection, He stood in the midst of them, and said,
"Peace be unto you." By His victory over death and the grave,
believers are begotten again to a lively hope of an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away. The inheritance is
doubly secured; it is reserved in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
corrupt, nor do thieves break through and steal; while believers are
kept for the enjoyment of it by the power of God.
Such is the grace and peace which the Apostle prays that the
Galatians may enjoy; it proceeds from God the Father and from our
Lord Jesus Christ. Paul traces it to its origin. All things are of
God; all grace springs from Him Who is love; but it can only reach
us through Jesus Christ, Who is given to be Head over all things to His
Church.
We have a conclusive proof of the divinity of Christ in the same
things being attributed equally to Him and to the Father. God will
not give His glory to another. He is God alone, and beside Him
there is none else; and if Christ were not God over all, He would not
be described, as in this place, as the Bestower of grace and peace.
I HAVE felt much cloud on my mind through sin and clinging
too much to some earthly objects. The dear Lord pardon, restore,
and snap the ties which bind me down to earth. Oh, that my dear
friends might be wings to me, instead of fetters !-Ruth Bryan.
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"THE GLORIOUS GOSPEL OF THE BLESSED GOD."
1 TIM. i. n.

.-.

To those who have been "awakened "-whose ears have been
nnstopped, and whose eyes have been anointed with" eyesalve," the
above words will, indeed, have a "joyful sound." The" Gospel,"
or " good news," of salvation is to them a subject of deep importance,
and that upon which their eternal interest centres. The Gospel,
although generally referred to as the Gospel of Christ, is, on two or
three occasions only, referred to as the" Gospel of God," as, for instance,
in Rom. i. 1, and 15, 16, and also in our text. And, indeed, it is" God's
Gospel"-the Gospel of God's grace and mercy "in" Christ Jesus.
But it is also referred to in our text especially as the glorious Gospel,
as also in 2 Cor. iv. 4. Wherein does this glory consist ~ Or why is
the Gospel so glorious ~ Let us turn to Rom. i., from which I think
we shall gather the answer. In carefully looking through the chapter,
the answer seems to be threefold. Firstly, it is glorious because it
concerns the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God (Rom. i. 1-3). The
Gospel of God, concerning His Son Jesus Christ. And, indeed, what
glory could the Gospel have apart from Him 1 If we take Christ from
the Gospel, what would there be left 1 What message could it bring
to poor fallen man ~ What balm could it"" afford to the sin-sick,
wounded soul ~ What cheer could it give to the faint-hearted 1 What
hope of eternal life, and of glory hereafter ~ We find the apostles
continually preaching the Gospel-as St. Paul says-" Christ sent me
. . . to preach the Gospel" (1 Cor. i. 17). But what did they preach 1
What was the Gospel 1 What was their continual theme 1 Let us
turn to one or two passages which plainly show us what their Gospel
message was. (1 Cor. i. 23) : "We," says the apostle, " preach Christ
crucified. _. the power of God, and the wisdom of God" (1 Cor. ii. 2) :
" For I determined to know nothing among you, save Jesus Christ
and Him crucified" (2 Cor. iv. 5): "We preach not ourselves, but
Christ Jesus the Lord" (Gal. i. 16): "That I might preach Him "
(Eph. iii. 8): "Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is
this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles, the unsearchable riches of Christ"; and in 1 Cor. 15, the apostle again tells us
plainly what the Gospel was that he preached. "Moreover, brethren,
I declare unto you the Gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye
have received, and wherein ye stand; by which also ye are saved . . .
For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures; and that He
was buried, and that He rose again the third day a{)cording to the
Scriptures" : ete.
Also, the same apostle again says in Gal. i. 8, "Though we, or an
angel from heaven, preach any other Gospel unto you than that which
we have preached unto you, let him be accursed." And to emphasize
this, he even repeats it in the next verse. From these passages we
cannot fail to see what the theme of the apostle's preaching was-
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" Jesus Christ and Him crucified." And St. Paul himself says, " God
forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ"
(Gal. vi. 14).
Hence, the glory of the Gospel is seen in its exaltation of Him Who
is the Life, the Truth, and the Way. He, as the" Sun of Righteousness" by the warming and enlightening beams of His everlasting love,
gives the Gospel its life, its power, and attraction. The Gospel is
glorious, because it tells of the person and work of the Son of God, as
the Saviour and Redeemer of those whom the Father gave to Him.
Because it tells of His one great and all-sufficient Sacrifice for their
sins, and of His glorious resurrection and ascension, and of His intercession now in the presence of God for all His chosen, redeemed people.
This is, indeed, a glorious Gospel for poor, perishing sinners, who are
made alive to their state and condition.
But, secondly, its glory is further seen in that" it is the power of
God unto salvation to everyone that believeth" (Rom. i. 16). And
this is the reason that the apostle gives for not being ashamed of it.
It is, and always has been, by and through the preaching of the Gospel
that sinners have been awakened and led to seek refuge in the Lord
Jesus Christ. It is the power of God, or we may say, that which God
" makes powerful" to the conversion and ingathering of His " elect."
We are told, too, in 1 Cor. i. 21, "It pleased God by the foolishness
of preaching, to save them that believe." Also in Titus i. 3, "God
. . . hath in due times manifested His word through preaching."
Hence the glory of the Gospel is seen, I think, in this-because it is
that alone which God is pleased to use, through the Holy Spirit's
application-either by its being preached or read-to "glorify"
Himself, in bringing about the salvation of His one Church, for He is
glorified in the salvation of every individual member of that Church.
And, thirdly, the glory of the Gospel is seen because in it is the
righteousness of God revealed (Rom. i. 17), viz., "How that God is
righteous in all His ways, and holy in all His works" (Ps. cxlv. 17).
How that He can be " just, and yet the justifier of him that believeth

.
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J esus. "

" Therein is the righteousness of God revealed "-His divine faithfulness-His righteousness in choosing one and leaving another; His
righteousness in loving J acob and hating Esau (Rom. i)c. 13); His
righteousness in having mercy on whom He will have mercy (Rom.
ix. 15). Well may we say with the Psalmist, " Justice and judgment are
the habitation of Thy throne; mercy and truth shall go before Thy face"
(Ps. lxxxix.14). Here, too, in a measure, can we realize the blessedness
of those words, "Mercy and truth are met together, righteousness
and peace have kissed each other" (Ps. lxxxv. 10). Where met 1
but in Christ-through His mediatorial work. Thus, then, do we see
in Him "the glory of the Gospel," the power of the Gospel, and the
fulness of the Gospel (Col. i. 19). Without Him the Gospel would be no
Gospel; He is the glory in the midst. "I, saith the Lord," spea1.-ing
of His Jerusalem, "will be the glory in the midst of her" (Zech. ii. 5).
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Simeon, too, prophesied of Christ as the glory of His people Israel.
And it is only as we " behold, as in a glass, the glory of the Lord, that
we are changed into the same image from glory to glory" by the Spirit
of the Lord.
Tills, then, is " the glorious Gospel of the blessed God." Well may
the Psalmist say: "Blessed is the people that know the joyful
sound: they shall walk, 0 Lord, in the light of Thy countenance. In
Thy Name shall they rejoice all the day: and in Thy righteousness
shall they be exalted. For Thou art the glory of their strength: and
in Thy favour our horn shall be exalted" (Ps. lxxxix. 15, 16, 17).
J. W. TIER.
EXTRACT FROM AN ADDRESS BY THE LATE
MR. MULLER, DEC. 30th, 1894.
(ACTS xii. 1-17.)

--

L

"PETER . . . was kept in prison : but prayer was made without ceasing
of the Church unto God for illm."
Notice tills particularly earnest prayer, constant prayer. They
betook themselves to their Heavenly Friend. And when in trial and
perplexity, we ought to turn to tills narrative and learn from it the way
out of it all. Very many here know the power of prayer, have
proved it for themselves; I do. During the 69 years and 2 months of
my Christian life I have found the power of prayer in many thousands
of instances.
Prayer was not answered at once, and Peter remained in prison.
Why was tills ~ That God might be glorified and patience strengthened,
and faith also. Sometimes God does not at once answer prayer because
we are not ready for the blessing; but it will come at the right time,
willch is God's time, and that is always the very best time. Peter
sleeping between two soldiers, chained to the arm of each; everytillng
done to make escape impossible; but when God wills to work, no
power of any kind can prevent Him, for He is God Almighty.
" And, behold, the angel of the Lord came." An express messenger
from heaven. When the light shone suddenly in the dark prison we
should have said, " It will waken the soldiers." But no! God would
deliver Peter; they remain asleep. The chains fall off. Here we need
to be on our guard, lest some should say, " There are no miracles now,
then they were very common; but we cannot expect them to be worked
on our behalf now." Satan thus seeks to rob us of blessing. If it
were necessary for the Church's blessing, God could and would work
miracles now. Also, without going out of the course of nature, God,
by arranging these, could cause tillngs we tillnk impossible, to be
accomplished. There was no hurry; even sandals were to be put on.
Why not go out barefoot and run no risk of wakening the soldiers ~
But God can afford to let noise be made. What cannot our Heavenly
Friend do ~ How precious to have such a Friend! How do we get
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this Friend on our side ? Washed in the precious blood of Christ, we
become His blood-bought ones, precious in His sight, and the objects
of His care.
" They came unto the iron gate." This is often the way in our
own experience. We are in perplexity and trial, and we pray, and
help and deliverance seem coming; then suddenly, instead of this, rises
another still greater difficulty that we had not expected. Are we to
stop praying and give up the matter as hopeless? No! we are to go
on in faith and patience, and an answer will surely come. Here is this
iron gate; how can I get out? It is impossible with man, but with
God nothing, nothing, nothing is impossible. The Creator of the
heavens and earth is my precious friend. He is on my side. Let me
go on, waiting, waiting, waiting, and blessing will come. And allow
me to say, in my long Christian career, this has invariably, invariably,
invariably been the case, and I expect it to be so to the end. . . . God
could have opened one hundred iron gates had they been there to set
Peter free.
"Which opened . . . of its own accord." This was miraculous,
but God has thousands of ways of helping without anything of this.
"When they ... saw him, they were astonished." Faith knows
nothing, nothing, nothing of astonishment. Take it from an old
disciple, that if, when the next answer to prayer comes, you are
astonished, it is a proof that either you had no faith, or that it had
failed in the end. I say it again, faith knows nothing of astonishment.
Faith is like good coin, sure to be honoured. Whatever comes, we take
it humbly and gratefully from God, and with no astonishment.

TRUE RICHES.
WHAT! saint, dost thou complain of poverty? Dost thou cry out of
want? If thou art poor in any thing, it is in thy views and apprehensions of thine inheritance, they are so shallow and confined. But, as
God said to Abraham of his seed, so says He to thee of thy possessions,
" See, if thou- canst count them all up." Knowest thou the measure
of thine inheritance, or the breadth and boundary of thy kingdom?
Survey the midnight sky, and see the sparkling orbs above-these are
all thine own; and if they can advantage thy soul, and bring about
thy good, not one of them shall be withheld from thee, seeing thou art
the King's son., Now, how rich art thou, if, as philosophers say, every
twinkling star be a sun to dependent orbs that form their system!
Canst thou, then, be cast down for a footbreadth of this world below?
" But oh ! " repliest thou, "you would not talk at such a rate, did
you know my troubles. Heaven is conscious that I am daily groaning
under poverty and affliction, and that my thoughts are divided and
distracted, while fear of miseries at one time assails me, and at another
time hope in His mercy composes my mind: while now I would fain
have confidence in the promise, and then I am all anxiety about the
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providence. Now, if it were as thou sayest, why has all this befallen
me? Why is it thus with me ? "
What! saint, thinkest thou that the promises are illusive words, or
that God speaks ironically to His people? No; but with the sincerity
of a true friend, with the affection of a tender father. It fares no
otherwise with thee in all thy complaints than with a young heir to
a great estate, who is fed sparingly and put under severer discipline
than others who have not such great expectations. He is not able
to comprehend the meaning of such hard usage till he grows up, and
then he finds himself possessed of a regular appetite, a fine state of
health, and a vigorous constitution, as well as of an extensive inheritance which gluttony and licentiousness in younger years might have
destroyed. So thou, 0 saint! when grown up to the measure of a
perfect man in Christ Jesus (for while in this world thou art but of
yesterday, and knowest nothing), thou shalt see the excellent use of
affiictions, and the noble design at keeping thee at a poor table of
creature comforts; but the satisfying of thy carnal appetite had sent
leanness into thy soul. Then all His way shall be made plain, which
must remain unriddled till the mystery of providence be opened up
in the light o.f glory. All things, then, are yours; and the earth and
the fulness thereof, sun, moon, and starry heavens are but the least
part of thy possession, who hast a right to the bright and morning Star
of eternity, to the Creator of the ends of the earth, to God Almighty,
as thy shield and exceeding great reward.
How like the Possessor of heaven and earth art thou! For as this is
His footstool, so the woman (the Church in all her members) that is
clothed with the sun has the moon (the earth) under her feet! Why,
then, anxious about possession on that which is not only God's footstool,
but should be thine? Wouldst thou appear in all thy state while in
the desert, the land of thy pilgrimage; since the better country,
where the King of glory has His royal pavilion and residence lies before
thee to be inherited? Thine eyes may climb to the stars, and say,
"These are mine." But why terminate there? Faith may rise
higher, and claim Him who counts their numbers and gives them all
their names. Oh, how at once thy possessions grow too vast to be
described, and extend infinitely on every hand! God, in all His
glorious perfections, reconciled in His Son Who is appointed Heir of all
things, is yours, and you are His! Why, then, be disquieted about
dust and ashes, wind and vanity, when the unseen realities of eternity
are before you, and shall give the purest joy, the most refined pleasure,
in the eternal possession ?-Extract tram M eikle's "Solitude Sweetened."
May 20th, 1759.
IT may be thou art godly and poor. 'Tis well; but canst thou tell
whether, if thou wert not poor, thou wouldst be godly? Surely God
knows us better than we ourselves do, and therefore can best fit the
estate to the person.-Giles Fletcher.
4°
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llJroufJtant I;eacon.
THE REFORMATION-WHAT DO WE OWE TO IT 1
POLITICALLY, NATIONALLY, ECCLESIASTICALLY,
RELIGIOUSLY, SOCIALLY, PERSONALLY.
Paper by the Rev. E. H. F. COSENS, M.A., late Vicar of Holy Trinity,
Tewkesbury, read at the Evangelical Protestant Union Conference,
held in Manchester, Oct. 12th, 1899.
WHAT was the Reformation 1-Tears and anguish and blood, rivers
of woe waded through, such as few can imagine! That is one view of
the Reformation. Europe, without form and void in its darkness, and
a still small voice, "Let there be light" among its cities-that is another
view. And a fair plant, with lovely blossoms, springing up here and
there from a too stubborn soil, and given for the healing of the nations
-that is another view of it. Certainly the hand of God was in it,
opening understandings, unlocking hearts, tearing up vice by the roots,
showing fallen sinners Christ, a Saviour and a King.
Perverted minds have likened the Reformation to a limb badly set,
and folly has called it a De-formation; but the Lord's people will
always hail it as God's" Let there be light" again, and as the power
of God unto salvation.
If I have feared the task that our beloved and honoured Secretary
has allotted to me, it is not because I do not bless God with you for
the Reformation, nor because I do not feel how urgent a duty, how
pressing a necessity it is to make young and old familiar with its
occurrences, but because the subject is so great. A few words must
be spoken by me, and the Lord can use them. I must confine myself
to England. Our Reformation was no hasty outburst, but a slowgrowing and always inevitable necessity.
The 16th century saw the sharp crisis of it; but in the 13th century
(reigns of Henry Ill. and Edward 1.) the country was parched and
thirsting for it. There was plenty of wealth and grandeur, but there
were intolerable disorders in the Church. The Bible was virtually a
closed book. The Pope was thrusting boys of twelve into wealthy
English livings. The monstrous doctrine of Transubstantiation was
clenched on us; a consecrated wafer had come to be adored; friars,
monks and priests were wallowing in sin. The land was weary and
thirsting for Reformation.
The 14th century we may call the John Wicliff century. John Wicliff
was its safety-valve; without him its iniquities must have exploded!
It is true that splendid cathedrals-Lincoln, Wells, Peterborough, and
Salisbury-were being finished at this time; but this "blaze" was
" only a veil over the central darkness beneath."
Before the beginning of the 15th century there were loud demands,
we are told, all over Europe, for a Reformation. In our own land,
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the Lollards, whose startling motto was, "Thy Word is a light to my
feet," were preaching. As early as 1401, William Sautre, a London
rector, was our first martyr to the Mass. In 1433 there were more
burnings at Smithfield; men were sentenced to imprisonment an
publicly whipped for the Bible's sake; and the Lollards hid themselves.
In 1485 the Abbot of Spanheim described the clergy as "ignorant,
rude, and murdering the sheep of Christ by their infamous morals."
In 1509 Erasmus was in England, and reported that it was
" incredible what a world of bones, skulls, chins, teeth, hands, fingers,
and whole arms were preserved as sacred relics at Canterbury, to be
adored and kissed by pilgrims."
The bishops either had no copies of the Scriptures, or few; and the
Popes were public scandals. So that it was not too soon for Henry VIII.,
who has been called "a Turkish Sultan," and "changeable as the
winds," and yet who lived and died in the faitJt of Rome, to be an
unconscious instrument in casting off the Pope's temporal yoke, and
sweeping away the Monasteries, and planting a Bible in every Church.
At Henry VIII's death a majority at Court favoured the Reformers.
The torture and burning of Ann Askew and others, the year before,
had given a great disgust, and Lord Hertford, Edward VI.'s guardian,
was Protestant. We know what a power Archbishop Cranmer was in
Edward VI.'s short but lovely reign: to it we assign the Prayer Books
of 1549 and of 1552.
Then were the five evil years of Mary, when our amazing Cranmer,
to whom we owe our 39 Articles and who shall say how much more,
and Ridley and Hooper, with a noble host of Martyrs, faced the fires.
Elizabeth came, as a preacher of the day said, " as a dove that brought
the laurel leaf to Noah;" and, say what we may of her rigid
individuality or of the stress and trial of that transition period, we
have this fact, that upon the new Act of Uniformity, 1559, Elizabeth
was able to appoint as many as 20 Protestant Bishops within a short
time!
I. Now what, under God, do we owe to the Reformation, politically,
by which I mean in our civil Government 1 Our Sovereigns had been
under a very decided suzerainty; our revenue was drained for the
Pope, and Rome's tyranny taught our vassal kings to be despotic.
You get one glimpse of that grinding under a foreign yoke in Macaulay's
description of the shameful submission of Queen Mary and of our
Lords and Co=ons to the Legate of Rome. "The Lords and
Commons," Popish Bishop Gardiner said in public assembly, "had
seen their error in having swerved from obedience to the See Apostolic,
and humbly craved forgiveness and re·union with Rome;" and
Popish Philip and Mary dropping on their knees, Pole, the Legate,
" had the delight of reading a solemn form of Papal absolution."
If you open any middle·aged Prayer Book, at the Ordination of
Deacons, you ,viII find the oath of the Queen's supremacy and against
the power and authority of all foreign potentates, "to be ministered
unto everyone of them that are to be ordered." In our later Prayer
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Books the oath has disappeared-there is not a word of it! I invite
you to enquire by what act of treachery this has been accomplished.
There is, unhappily, no doubt that the Foe of the Bible is removing by
secret efforts all our Reformation landmarks; and yet it is, under God,
to the Reformation. movement that we owe our deliverance politically
from the heel of Rome.
Il. We owe to the Reformation, in the next place, an immense debt
nationally. I mean in our status or position among the nations.
" Righteousness exalteth a nation;" but Rome's apostasy is glaringly
unrighteous. Therefore there can be no surprise at the assertion, made
persistently and supported by facts, that in arms and in industries
Protestant lands excel, while Papal countries dwindle and decay.
Instance Spain, finely situated, with a noble people and a great history,
but the land of the auto de fe, and that shuts the door in the face of
Gospel messengers. We hear of Spain parting with her last possession!
On the ot er hend, and not without trembling (for are we holding
fast that which we have 'I), how England has been blessed since we
broke our images (before some of them were brought back again,) and
reverenced the Bible. Some have quoted the Prophet Hosea-" They
that dwell under his shadow shall return; they shall revive as the corn
and grow as the vine; " and have applied the words, however dubiously,
to England! But undeniably we have leaped, since we became a
Bible land, from some 4! to 26 millions of people. We are beyond
measure influential; our industries, I imagine, are unrivalled, and
men trace them largely to those hunted Huguenot Christians who
found asylum here, and brought with them their skill, their energy,
and their Reformation light.
Ill. What do we owe to the Reformation ecclesiastically-I mean as
regards relations between the clergy and people 1 The Monasteries
were suppressed. Their inmates had done some good in their day.
But it is a melancholy mistake that mewing up men and women in
abbeys or convents can sanctify them. Before Wicliff's time these
places had become intolerably corrupt. Monks were idle and licentious.
Abbots were described as " putrefied old oaks;" and however mixed
Henry VIlI.'s motives may have been, their greed and depravity might
last no longer. The monasteries were" visited" and suppressed, and
their great, utterly disproportionate wealth turned to other uses. We
have different Bishops. We are told by Burnet that in Wicliff's day
the Bishops took no notice in their Courts of crimes, vices, and
irregularities of priests, monks, and friars, but they worried and fleeced
the community at large by their claim to control wills, contracts, and
divorces, by the endless dues and fees they exacted, and the countless
legal citations of all classes of citizens, on irritating pretexts, to extort
costs and fines.
Compare Latiroer, Bishop of Worcester, who had come under the
spirit of the Reformation, rising at two in the morning to pursue his
studies, constantly preaching Christ on all sides, receiving those who
came to him under temporal suffering or for spiritual help. Where the
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doctrines of the Reformation penetrated there you got a penetrated
clergy.
.
And Convocation was reduced to order. Edward I. wished to make
the clergy a third estate-Lords, Commons, Clergy-and Convocation
developed into an Ecclesiastical Parliament. This positively brought
about two rival sources of jurisdiction. But by an Act of Henry VIII.
Convocation was" never from henceforth to presume to attempt, allege,
claim, or put in use any new Canons, provincial or otherwise, unless the
King's most royal assent and licence may to them be had." From the
date of that Act until recent times our Clerical Debating Chamber has
receded into a " venerable shadow" of its former self. We might have
been glad if Convocation had been less conspicuous and far less Roman
in this past summer, and we could have dispensed with what Mr.
Tomlinson called, in a Paper on the "Revival of Canon Law," "an
incipient attempt to re-introduce this Canon Law by new ecclesiastical
enquiries." I, for one, am exceedingly apprehensive as to Archbishops'
hearings and opinions in an additional Chamber, called at present" not
a Court," but so closely resembling one, and presuming to give decisions
afresh on matters already definitely rnled by the tribunals of the land.
Legally recognized Ecclesiastical Courts are one thing; a new yoke of
this kind looks sadly like a recrudescence of Popery, and another tIling.
IV. But now what do we owe to the Reformation, religiously, as
regards our system of Faith arid Worship? Alas! that we should have
to say that in the Romanism of our Ritualistic Churches we have a
retnrn of the religious frauds from which we were rescued at the
Reformation. We were rescued from a Sacramental system, from
the figment of Transubstantiation, from the lying office of the Mass,
from the horrors of a belief in Purgatory, from the anti-Scriptural
practice of Praying for the Dead, from an anti-Christian Pope, claiming nniversal fealty, from a ritual of candles, Jewish incense, and
holy water, from prayers in an unknown tongue, and from the worship
of the Virgin Mary, the saints, and graven images! From these and
from Rome's more recent enormities the Reformation, in the mercy
of God, freed us.
I am referring partly to what Mr. Dearden, in his" Modern Romanism
Examined," tells us of "New Romish Cults," of a " People's Manual
of St. Joseph," which says to the suffering and needy, " Go to J oseph,"
and of a worship of the Sacred Heart which is explained to be of
the material heart of our Divine SavlOur, and similarly of the
" very sacred heart of Mary," of the modern pilgrimages to the sites
of mendacious apparitions (as at Lourdes), of these pilgrimages being
said to be meritorious and to bring about magical cures, and of new
articles of faith, which have been termed a development of " seeds of
corruption."
In place of all this poisonous stubble, let me note three governing
blessings which our God gave us at the Reformation:
(a) A true rule of faith. " Whereas" (here I quote Dr. Blakeney)
" the Romanist receives as his rule, not Scripture, nor even Scripture
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and tradition conjointly, but the decrees of certain ecclesiastics,
assembled in Council, which he chooses to call the Church," our Church
of England's Sixth Article brings everything to the test of Holy
Scripture. Woe unto him that speaks not " according to this word"
(Isa. viii. 20).
(b) A Scriptural definition of Justification. Whereas Rome leaves
fallen and powerless man to justify himself by the meritoriousness of
enabled works, and by a sacramental scheme extending from Baptism
to Purgatory, the Reformation has taught us that "we are all as an
unclean thing" (Isa. lxiv. 6), and that Christ, by His obedience and
death, has wrought out a righteousness for them that believe; moreover, that this imputed righteousness, being the righteousness of Christ,
can neither be increased nor lost. (Yet are good works in tbe believer
"pleasing and acceptable.")
(c) The one atoning Priest. Whereas, in the Pontificale Romanum,
those entering the Roman ministry are ordained to be sacrificing
priests (these are the words addressed to every candidate-" Receive
thou power to offer sacrifice to God, and to celebrate Masses both for
the living and the dead "); and these men are made judges in auricular
confession, and it is declared to be a mortal sin even in a female to
conceal anything at that time from them,-in the place of this miraclemongering and this mind-pollution, God gave us, in the Reformation
(I quote from our Ordinal), messengers, watchmen, and stewards "to
teach and premonish, and to seek for Christ's sheep dispersed abroad, and
for His children in this naughty world, that they may be saved through
Christ for ever." The" unchangeable Priesthood" (Heb. vii. 25),
that passeth not to another (margin) is CHRIST'S. Religiously these
three blessings carry all with them; they demolish fables; they are
God's channel for conveying every Gospel gift.
V. I touch only on what we owe to our Reformation socially. If
we open our histories at the reign of Elizabeth, much as there is to be
said on two sides of her character-(the " excellency of the power"
was not in Queen Elizabeth, it was of God)-she did come, in the words
of the preacher I have quoted, as " a sweet shower to the thirsty land."
What advances we made socially in that Protestant reign, with authors
such as Spenser and Shakespeare; discoverers like Sir John Hawkins,
and Frobisher, and Sir WaIter Raleigh; and a world-widening commerce and growing religious liberty! Very marked among the social
mercies of the Reformation were the marriage of the Clergy and the
closing up of the foul sink of the Confessional.
VI. Once more, what do we owe to the Reformation personally?
It held out to the individual a sound faith. In other words, there
being but two ways to eternity-God's way and Satan's way-whosoever listed, it commended to him, on the highest possible authorityGod's way. In the Church Association's Tract 17, I find admirably set
forth the relation between soundness in the faith and spirituality in life.
There is the utmost need now for showing this, for setting forth, if you
will in the words of Mr. Aitken-who is exceedingly tender to the
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devout Sacerdotalist-that " the spiritual and mechanical conceptions"
of Christianity are mutually exclusive of each other. There is a
relation between soundness in the faith and deep spirituality in the
life. When e.g. our Church's Homily on Prayer says regarding prayers
for the Dead, "these words," (Luke xvi. 19) "as they confound the
opinion of helping the dead by prayer, so they do clean confute and
take away the vain error of Purgatory,"-it is carrying up our thoughts
away from our beseechings and from purgatorial flames to a spiritual
feeding on the grace that accepts us in the Beloved. On the other
hand (to quote again the excellent Church Association Tract 17), "it
is damaljing to the soul, dangerous to the Church, and distressing to all
who know anything about the life of God in the soul of man, when
men are drawing poor sinners to the tribunal of a man, when they ought
to be standing in the presence-chamber of God, to confess only, always,
everything to Him. You may squeeze out corruption under the
pressure of confession to man, but you can only distil the essences and
the aromatics of 'pure spiritual sorrow and service when you put the
sOnl under the subtle influence which comes from direct contact and
communion with God."
And so, whilst we should be ever careful to distinguish between a
delusive system and some pious but deluded promoter of it, thoughts
on the Reformation bring us to the relation of soundness in the faith to
spirituality in the life. The Lord keep us from anything like a
censorious judging one of another. Yet, with the utmost stretch of
Christian love and with the liveliest charity that thinketh no evil,
must it not come to this-Can I have Spirit-given intercourse with.
my God if I am grieving the Spirit of my God 1 and am I not
grieving the Spirit of my God, if I am putting deadly stumblingblocks in my hrother's way, and causing him to believe a lie 1
(2 Thess. ii. 11, compare Acts v. 3). I may be very prominent,
winning, and devout, but I say that to claim for me, if I am
grieving the Spirit of my God, that I am spiritually-minded is
a misuse of terms, maudlin, and delusive. I should fear to call a
grand character like Arius, who grieved the Son of God, or Pelagius,
who grieved the Holy Ghost, or I,eo XIII. who, consciously or
unconsciously, sets traps and catches men, spiritually-minded. Mark
well 1 Cor. xiv. 37. There is "a relation between soundness in the
faith and (genuine) spirituality in the life," and we dare not ignore it !
And oh! to let go this Gospel purity, to throw up our political, our
national, our ecclesiastical, our religious, our social, our personal high
mercies, to go back to the wallowing in the mire; (and if experience
and if God's Word may speak, that is wl1at philandering with antiChrist means :) the thought of it is heart-rending, and the reality of it
fills one's soul with shame!
If Christ is true, suffer anything rather than this blotting out of
truth! Endure every conceivable loss and agony rather than see
silently Rome's thick darkness supplanting God's supreme gift to usthe Reformation!
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'!rottefjponbcnce.
THE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor

0/ the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

DEAR SIR,During the past few months we have been kept busy scattering the
Word of Life amongst our soldiers and sailors. A chaplain to sailors
writes to us, "If you can again send us a supply, we shall be glad.
The Gospel tracts and books you sent were distributed at our several
centres, and in many cases made a means of blessing. 'Ne are not
without encouragement, signs following. 'We preach Christ crucified:
to the Jews a stumbling.block, and to the Greeks foolishness; but to
those who are called, the power of God and the wisdom of God.' We
have constant evidence that the Gospel is the power of God unto
salvation, as witnessed by conversions. Remember us at the throne
of grace." Another worker writes, "Please accept our heartiest
thanks for the two boxes of books received. We are having great
demands on our resources, and your gift comes most opportunely."
Another chaplain sends his" warmest thanks for so kindly sending a
box of books for our brave sailors." Gifts of helpful Christian books
and magazines, or contributions towards their purchase and for general
expenses, should be addressed to me.
Yours sincerely,
6, STIRLING ROAD, BATH ROAD,
R. E. BRIDER.
. BRISTOL, September, 1910.
TESTIMONY.
To the Editor 0/ the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR AND BROTHER IN THE LORD,-Though we are unknown
to each other in the flesh, I am persuaded we are members of that
" one body," the Church of the Living God.
It is now about two years since first I became acquainted with your
writings. At the request of a sister I obtained for her your" Wine
and Oil from Immanuel's Land," and I found a sweet savour of Christ
therein, and felt a knitting of spirit to the author; and of late I have
much enjoyed the spiritual "Editorials" in the English Churchman,
and the "Sound Doctrine" following them; and also have had the
pleasure of reading the GOSPEL MAGAZINE the last three months.
For these reasons I am writing to you, with heart-felt gratitude to God
for the blessing that has rested upon your writings, and prayer that
you may be abundantly blessed in your labour of love.
It is now about four years since the Lord brought me sweetly into
the liberty of the Gospel. Just previous to this I was greatly helped
in hearing a sermon by Mr. Henry Popham, of Tunbridge Wells, from
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these words, "Dost thou believe on the Son of God?" But it was in
reading an extract from Dr. Owen's exposition of the 130th Psalm that
the Lord set me at blessed liberty. Closely following this, I was led
so into the Covenant faithfulness of God and the security of the
believer in Christ, that my soul was as a well-watered garden. My
eyes were opened to see the distinction between the perfect, complete,
and finished work of Christ for me at Calvary, and the various and
varying operations of the blessed Spirit within me. Preyious to this
I had been much tossed; sometimes under some sweet manifestation
of the Spirit, lifted up and full of joy; at other times, under a sense of
my own wretched barrenness, cast down, and casting away my former
confidence. But, oh, what a resting place I have found since in the
finished work of Christ, when barrenness, prayerlessness, coldness, and
helplessness have made me groan. I often say I was months experimentally in Rom. vii. 24. before being brought into verse 25.
Since then I have to say with dear Dr. Hawker: "I make a nice
distinction in my creed (and yet not more nice than important), between
the actings of my faith, and the Almighty Object of that faith; between what I feel, or say, or do, and what the Lord Jesus Christ hath
done in accomplishing redemption; between what Jesus is in God
the Father's view, and what is mine. Were I to substitute anything
of my own, by way of recommendation, or what is to the same effect,
mingle anything of my own as a procuring cause to the Divine favour,
this were to lessen the infinite dignity and merit of the Redeemer's
person and righteousness, and render the Covenant of grace, uncertain,
and nugatory.
"In every mingling of this kind, it might with truth be said, '0 thou
man of God, there is death in the pot' (2 Kings iv. 40). Moral virtues,
pious dispositions, holiness of life and conversation, yea, faith itself as
an act of man, form no part in the justification of a sinner before God.
All these are highly proper in their place, accompanying a work of
grace wrought in the heart, and become precious evidences of the
renewed life. But all the while these are effects only, not causes;
streams, not the fountain. Jesus is the whole in redemption, for
there is salvation in no other. And the glorious inscription over the very
gate of heaven must be read to this effect:. ' To the praise of the glory of
His grace wherein He hath made us accepted in the Beloved' (Eph. i. 6).
If it were not for swelling this preface beyond the limit I must observe,
I should humbly beg to add another observation on this important
point, and say that I am every day more and more convinced that
the want of thus living wholly upon Christ is the sole cause why so
many of God's children go so lean from day to day. For if He, Who
is the Father's glory, was made the believer's confidence, and while we
know (as we do know) 'that in Him are hid all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge,.' from Him we seek for all we need, wisdom,
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption: there would be nothing
fluctuating in our happiness, while there was found nothing wavering
or unsteady in our faith. This would be to enter into the sweet retirings
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of Jesus, and to realize that blessed promise, 'Thou mU keep him in
p~fect peMe whose mind is stayed on Thee, because he trusteth in Thee '
(Isaiah xxvi. 4)."
Dear Mr. Ormiston, the above extract is from the preface to the second
edition of Hawker's "Poor Man's Evening Portion." Those parts
which were in italics I have underlined. If you should deem tllis
extract suitable for insertion in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, it might be a
word in season to some.
Wishing you every needed blessing,
I am,
Yours sincerely in Gospel bonds,
57, Cobden Street,
DAvID W. SARGEANT.
Radford, Nottingham.

======

JUSTIFICATION AND SANCTIFICATION.
(FROM A LETTER BY THE REV. JOHN BERRIDGE.)
I TRUST the Lord has made me to hate sin, and to hunger after righteousness; yet I am often seeking after holiness in such a manner as
stiffens my heart, brings a dry and lean soul, and my eyes lose the
sight of Christ's salvation. Tllis convinces me there is a mystery in
the manner of obtaining sanctification that we are not soon acquainted
with. We are apt to consider sanctification as a separate work from
justification, following after it, and wholly independent of it; whereas,
they seem to be connected works, inseparable from each other, and
resulting one from the other. The clearer sight we get of Christ, and
the sweeter views we have of our adoption, the more our hearts are
filled with love, joy, peace, and all the fruits of the Spirit-which is
sanctification. When Jesus gives a clear view of His dying love, He
always accompanies that view with the graces of the Spirit. The heart
is filled at the same time with pardon and holiness, with justification
and sanctification; so that if we desire to be holy, we must seek to be
happy in the Saviour's love, must seek a clear evidence of our adoption,
and labour to keep it clear. As our views of Christ are more cloudy
and discouraging, our bosoms will be more barren of heavenly tempers.
A man may be constitutionally meek as the lamb, constitutionally kind
as the spaniel, constitutionally cheerful as the lark, and constitutionally
modest as the owl-but this is not sanctification. No sweet,
humble, heavenly tempers, no sanctifying graces are found but in the
cross. Jesus says, "He that eateth My flesh and drinketh My blood
hath eternal life." Then He showeth how eternal life (which must
comprise the whole of spiritual life) is obtained: by eating His flesh,
and drinking His blood; i.e., by feeding on His atonement.
Thus all Divine life and all the precious fruits of it-pardon, peace,
and holiness-spring from the CTOSS; and is not this intimated by John,
when he says, "One of the soldiers pierced His side, and forthwith
came there out blood and water "~ They did not follow one another,
but came out together, the blood betokening pardon, the water saneti-
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fication. Carnal men make the water come out first, and the blood
follow; they seek a little obedience first, and then hope to have the
benefit of the blood. Professors often make the blood .come first, and
the water follow; that is, they seek first to be justified, and then to be
sanctified. But I do believe experienced Christians find the blood
and water flow together, get holiness by clear views of the cross, and
find eternal life by feeding on the Saviour's flesh and blood. Was not
a lamb sacrificed every morning and evening in the Jewish temple ~
And was not this intended to show that we must feed on Christ's
atonement every day, and derive all our life of peace and holiness from
His death 1 Upright people are often coming to me with complaints,
and telling me that since they received pardon, and have been seeking
after sanctification (as a separate work). their hearts have become
exceedingly dry and barren. I ask them how they find their hearts
when Jesus shows His dying love; they tell me, full of love and peace
and heavenly tempers. Then, I answer, Jesus thereby shows you
that holiness, as well as pardon, is to be had from the blood of the
cross.

THE COVENANT.
READER, be assured that God hath set the day of prosperity and the
day of adversity one over against the other. If there be special
provision, there is to be special exercise, If the Angel of the Covenant
raises our faint and slumbering souls in order to partake of the provision
He has so signally prepared, we may expect, prophet-like, to have to go
in the strength of that meat, it may be, twice forty days and forty
nights. "Shall the children of the bridechamber fast while the Bridegroom is with them ~ The time cometh when the Bridegroom shall
be taken away, then shall they fast in those days." But oh, how great
the mercy, beloved, with respect to this solitude and this fasting, as
expressed by the blessed Kent"Here let the weary rest,
Who love the Saviour's name,
Though with no sweet enioyments blest,
The COVENANT stands the same."
The Covenant! the Covenant! God be praised for the Covenant!DT. Doudney.
THOSE who are willing to be combatants for God, shall also be more
than conquerors through God. None are so truly courageous as those
who are truly religious. If a Christian live, he knows by Whose might
he stands; and if he die, he knows for Whose sake he falls. When
there is no confidence in God, there will be no continuance with God.
When the wind of faith ceases to fill the sails, the ship of obedience
ceases to plough the seas. The taunts of Ishmael shall never make an
Isaac disesteem his inheritance.-William Seeker.
/
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.

By

THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.

ON Friday evening, November 4th, the Rev. W. Lush, Rector of
Stretton, will (D.V.) preach in the Chapel of the Hornsey Rise Asylum,
at 6.30. The service will be preceded by a Tea and a Sale of Work on
behalf of the Benevolent Fund for aiding the sick and infirm inmates.
The attendance of all friends of the Lord's aged poor is heartily invited.
A meeting in aid of the Society has been held at Walton-on-Naze.
Professor Orchard presided, and addresses were given by the Rev. D.
Lindsay Johnson, Mr. T. H. Cook, Mr. J. Silvester, and the Secretary.
Much local interest was drawn out, and friends from Colchester and
other places were present, much to the encouragement of Mrs. Howe,
the kind convener of the meeting. The claims of the Institution
have also been advocated at Acton, Haslemere and Norwood.
The present season is to be devoted to a special effort to increase the
number of annual subscribers of sums below one guinea. This is
essential to the financial stability and progress of the Institution, upon
which the claims for life pensions are continually growing. In these
days of declension, it is earnestly hoped that this Society, which has,
through the favour of " our own God," stood fast in " the old paths,"
may receive further support from all to whom distinctive truth is dear.
The kindness of the Convener of the Clifton C-onference has again
been shown to the Society by giving it a place at one of the Afternoon
Meetings, where it has been similarly favoured for many years past.
A remarkable instance of the providence of God to one in the Society's
Homes will cheer many. More than sixty years ago a helpless infant
was discovered, in a small boat, off the Irish coast, the sole survivor of
a shipwreck. A gentleman in his yacht found her and cared for her.
Now, after a life of many trials, she has found a resting-place, and can
testify that though totally ignorant of her parentage, the Lord, in
providence and grace, took her up, and has" kept her to this day."
Those who visit our Homes often have their souls refreshed and their
faith strengthened by the narratives of oUT dear aged pilgrims, of
whom 1675 are now upon the books.
The new Quarterly Record contains a sketch of the late Mr. W.
Tiptaft, with illustrations. Copies will be gladly sent upon application.
This publication will be found to contain much of interest pertaining
to the Institution.
The calls made by oUT honorary collectors are not scheduled, but
they frequently involve much walking. Sometimes a cool reception
awaits them; in other cases such a visit leads to good and permanent
results. One lady collector in Sussex obtained upwards of £22 recently.
She writes, "I have had nineteen days' collecting; some days I have
walked twenty miles; I am very thankful to do it once more, but
have used up my strength for the present. Truly God is good."
" He that bestows his goods upon the poor,
Shall have so much again, and ten times more."
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
practice of Reservation of the Sacrament has again become
prominent in consequence of the controversy at Brighton between the
Bishop of Chichester and several of the Ritualistic Incumbents at that
fashionable watering-place. The Bishop, contrary as we believe to the
plain teaching of the Prayer Book, says, "I direct that Reserved Sacrament shall be kept for its primitive and Catholic use-namely, for the
Communion of the sick and dying, and that it shall not be used for any
public services such as Exposition, Benediction, etc." But surely if
the Bishop goes back far enough to Apostolic times he will find no
warrant for such a practice. The New Testament knows nothing of
Reserving the Sacrament for the sick and dying. The Reformers took
special care to forbid such a practice, knowing as we showed in our
issue last month that it resulted in idolatry. The twenty-eighth Article
e,!<pressly says: "The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper is not by
Christ's ordinance reserved, carried about, lifted up or worshipped."
The rubric in the Communion Service forbids that the bread and wine
which remain after all have communicated should be carried out of
the church. The question of Reservation was argued before the
Archbishops of Canterbury and York (Dr. Temple and Dr. Maclagan)
about ten years ago. The decision which they arrived at was wholly
against the practice. Archbishop Temple said: "I am obliged to
decide that the Church of England does not at present allow Reservation
in any form, and that those who think it ought to be allowed, though
perfectly justified in endeavouring to get the proper authorities to
alter the law, are not justified in practising Reservation until the law
has been altered." Archbishop Maclagan said: "I can come to no
other decision than that the practice of Reservation has no sanction
from the Church of England at the present time, that it was deliberately
abandoned at the time of the Reformation, and that it is not lawful
for any individual clergyman to resume such practice in ministering to
the souls committed to his charge." Yet in spite of the plain teaching
of the Prayer Book and the opinion thus given the Bishop of Chichester
claims to allow Reservation under certain conditions. We consider
that such a claim should be firmly resisted.

THE

,

The English Churchman for Sept. 1st has the following note which
indicates how Ritualism is being fostered in connection with many of
our Continental Chaplaincies: "We have heard but little of late of
the Sacerdotal character of Anglican chaplaincies on the Continent.
In a recent number of the Reunion Magazine, however, there is a letter
from the Rev. R. Langford-James, Chaplain of St. Paul's Church,
Cannes, which ought not to pass unnoticed. 'We have daily Mass,'
he says, ' and frequent sung Masses (at least every other Sunday), five
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points (ceremonially), and, to my unspeakable thankfulness and
gratitude, Reservation for the Sick. Roman Catholics very frequently
come into my church to look round-even priests at times-and
frequently attend our services or some part of them.' Mr. LangfordJ ames continues: 'There are at least five other churches on the
Riviera, where they have five points, and there are St. Andrew's, Pau,
with six, as [1] a daily Mass, and the latter also with Reservation.
And in this place, where there are three other English churches, two
of the others have three points (E.P., lights, and colours), and one
other two altars (we have three). All this is most valuable witness to
the position of " Ecclesia Anglicana." , This is written to show 'the
value of the Continental chaplaincy as a factor in reunion, given that
things are done decently and in order.' This is the kind of service
that is fostered by the Bishop of Gibraltar and the S.P.G. It should
be noted that the Bishop owes his appointment to the present Archbishop of Canterbury."
The Annual Meetings of the British Association have been held at
Sheffield this year. On August 31st the new president, the Rev
Professor T. G. Bonney, delivered his opening address to a brilliant
audience. He remarked that "what were originally hypotheses
were often apt to masquerade as facts, and this was true of more than
one theory in regard to glacial action." A statement like this from an
eminent scientist should be remembered when efforts are made to
undermine the authority of God's Word by so-called scientific facts.
A Scotswoman when told that a science called Geology cast doubts
upon the accuracy of the Bible replied, "So much the worse for
Geology."
The Standard for Monday, August 22nd, gives a brief report of a
sermon by the Bishop of Carlisle on the "Evils of Sensationalism,"
which we subjoin: "The Bishop of Carlisle, preaching in the Carlisle
Cathedral, yesterday, to lIfanitoban teachers who are on a visit to
Cumberland, inveighed against what he described as the showy sensationalism of the present day. Sensationalism, he said, was like
dram-drinking, the more they had the more they wanted. He wondered how many of them would take a ticket to Blackpool to see a
swallow fly; but they would take a ticket to see a man at any rate
try to fly in an aeroplane, although the flight of an aeroplane was not
so wonderful or so beautiful as that of a swallow. People went to the
theatre to see over-dressed, bedizened persons in bad paint, but they
never stopped to look at a daffodil in the valley. Any sort of pigmybrained creature could see an aeroplane fly or a farce on the music-hall
stage; but the test of greatness was the comprehension of little things.
One of the reasons why religion had so little hold on people was that
they had dramatized it too mueh, and got away from the simplicities of
the Gospel. They had arrived at that stage in regard to Holy Com-
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munion when they could have a church full of people watching a drama,
and perhaps not more than half a dozen out of the whole crowd doing
the duty of taking hread and wine in remembrance of the Lord."
The Report has come into our hands of the Annual Meeting of the
Church of England Clerical and Lay Association (Western District) for
the Maintenance of Evangelical Principles. The meeting was held in
Bath on June 7th and 8th last. Amongst the suhjects considered
were "The Essentials of Evangelicalism." The opening paper on
this topic was read by the Rev. Guy Wannan, RD., Principal of St.
Aidan's College, Birkenhead. While frankly acknowledging that the
paper contained much that was excellent, we feel that some of the
sentiments expressed were very different from the views held by the
older Evangelicals. For example, Principal Warman says: "It may
have been expedient in the past that Evangelicals should wear the
gown in the pulpit, should refrain from putting their choirs into surplices, should shrink nom the appearance of anything like a cross in
their churches, even in Christmas decorations. Some of these things,
perhaps, are still inexpedient in some cases; for it is never wise to
ignore either deep-rooted prejudice or the likes and dislikes of pious
but old-fashioned people. They are matters of taste and expediency,
must be treated as such: they are not matters of principle, essentials."
We venture to think, however, that the putting of choirs into surplices
is a distinctly retrograde step for which no warrant can be found in
God's Word. It is a departure from that simplicity in worship which
is prescribed by our I,ord in the great rubric of John iv. 24. Surpliced
choirs are an encouragement to outward display and show. They
involve the deliberate employment of in many cases unconverted boys
to lead the praises of God's people. They contravene the principle
of "spiritual men for spiritual work" laid down by the Apostles in
reference to the choice of seven men for distribnting alms to the poor
(see Acts vi.). They are often introduced because men have a lessened
faith in the power of the Holy Ghost to gather out God's elect people
by means of the preaching of the Gospel in dependence on the Spirit's
power. Moreover, it is evident that the increase of surpliced choirs
coincides with a decrease in the preaching of the Gospel of the grace of
God in all its fulness and richness.
Then what shall be said of the suggestion that no principle is involved
in the introduction of crosses into our churches 1 Many have felt
that a cross on or above the Communion table was an outward and
visible sign of departure from Evangelical truth. Are they wrong in
this view 1 There is certainly no warrant in Scripture for using the
cross as a symbol, and it may be safely said that as a rule those who
introduce crosses are not the men under whose ministry the sheep
of Christ are likely to be fed with the green pastures of God's
Word.
A discussion followed the Rev. Guy Warman's paper and several
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speakers expressed their strong disagreement with some of the views
advanced. In reply the Rev. Guy Warmansaid: "It was wrong to judge
a man by whether he had a liking for a cross, or by whether he allowed
his congregation to stand when he came into the church, or by whether
he \lad a surpliced choir or not. Surely their Evangelical principles were
not a matter of externals. How could they judge a man's spiritual
life by whether he wore a surplice or the gown; by whether his congre.
gation rose when he entered the church or not 1 He always believed
he was an Evangelical, but yet he was not afraid to wear the cross of
the Church of England Men's Society, and his students always rose in
the college chapel when he entered. He did not think the leakage in
the Church was due to the fact that Evangelicals had surpliced choirs,
ancl so on. He thought older Evangelicals should be tolerant to
younger men of their own school whose views did not quite fit in with
their own. They could not make young men fit into the moulds of
the past generation (why not 1 we would ask), and it depended on
themselves whether they made the Evangelical party a small one or
not." We would say here that what we want is not quantity but
quality. Men of truth have always been few in number. There were
other things in the Principal's remarks in relation to the authorship of
the books of Deuteronomy and Isaiah to which we take strong exception. It is a cause of great concern to us that one who is training
young men for the ministry of the Church of England should give
utterance to the sentiments to which we have drawn attention.

ANTI-RITUALISM. A CATECHISM FOR PROTESTANT COMMUNICANTS.
By the late Rev. W. PRESTON, D.D. New edition, carefully
revised by the Rev. CHARLES NEIL, lIf.A., Vicar of St. Mary's,
Stamford Brook, W., Joint Editor of the" Protestant Dictionary."
C. J. Thynne, 6, Great Queen Street, London, E.C.
Price 3d. and 6d.. pp. 111.
THIS is an excellent Protestant Catechism. Within a comparatively
short compass it contains a large amount of information bearing on
the Ritualistic controversy. As the preface says: "It is believed that
the work in its present carefully revised form will be more than ever
useful to the ordinary reader, as well as to the Protestant teacher and
lecturer. Its main purpose is to serve as a useful corrective of Ritualistic
error, and an incentive to uphold in our own day the sacred trust of
Scriptural truth bequeathed to us by the I}eformers, at the cost of
their own lives, and to hand it down unimpaired to future generations."
We cordially commend the work to our readers, and we hope that
large numbers of our young people will obtain and read it as we have
done, from cover to' cover.
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