•

•

THE

GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
o.
".n:sus

•• OOID'ORT YR, OOH70RT YE MY PBOPLB. S.urll YOUR GOD.·..
.. ENDEA.VOURING TO DU 1'BR UNITY 05" THE SPIRIT IN 'lHB DOND
RAOR,"
CHRIST, TII2 s.um YESTERDA.Y, A..."fl> T().DAY. Ab" FOR EVEB."

"No. 562,

}

OCTOBER, 1912.

NNW SERIES.

~iJe

No. 1,762.
{ OLD BREW!

.1famill1 "ottion;

OR, WORDB OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, OOUKSEL, AND COMFORT.

.. Who eomfortet.b us in &11 our tribulation, tl:lat we may be nble to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 OOR.. i. 4.

LOOKING UP!
" I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my
he1;p."-PsALM cxxi. 1.

THE Christian pilgrim feels heartened and strengthened by such a
foresight of the City of the GREAT KING as is here held out before
him in the sure Word of truth and Divine promise. His spirits
are refreshed, and his feet made willing to climb the last mountainous
heights on which New Jerusalem stands. He willingly closes his
eyes to things near at hand, the more earnestly to give his mind
to the happy vision that in the light of GOD opens to His contemplation. It has indeed a fair outlook, the antepast of good things
to come. He meditates on the faithful promises of his GOD, and
honours the unchangeable will which secures to him their realization in the minutest detail. As one has well said, " The purposes
of GOD; the Divine attributes; the immutable promises; the
Covenant, ordered in all things and sure; the providence, predestination, and proved faithfulness of the LORD-these are the
hills to which we must lift up our eyes, for from these our help
must come." The same recognized authority reflects on the next
Scripture, "My help cometh from the LORD, which made heaven
and earth "-what we need is help-" help powerful, efficient,
constant: we need a very present help in trouble. What a mercy
37
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that we have it in our GOD. Our hope is in JEHOVAH, for our
help comes from Him. Help is on the road, and will not be too
late. J EHOVAH, Who created all things, is equal to any emergency;
heaven and earth are at the disposal of Him Who made them,
therefore let us be very joyful in our infinite Helper. He will
sooner destroy heaven and earth than permit His people to be
destroyed, and the perpetual hill" themselves shall bow rather than
He shall fail Whose ways are everlasting. We are bound to look
beyond heaven and earth to Him Who made them both: it is
vain to trust the creatures: it is wise to trust the CREATOR."
It is recorded that the Rev. WILLIAM ROMAINE, the devout and
faithful preacher of the Gospel, used to read this Psalm daily,
upon which cust)m the Rev. SAMUEL EYLES PIERCE remarks, that
every word in the sacred composition is calculated to encourage
and strengthen faith and hope in GOD. The natives of India used
to say that when the godly SIR HENRY LAWRENCE looked twice
to heaven and then to earth, he knew what to do. And JOHN
BOWDLER wrote, just about a century ago :" To heaven I lift mine eye,
To heaven, JEHOVAH'S throne,
For there my SAVIOUR sits on high,
And thence shall strength and aid supply
To all He calls His own.
"He will not faint nor fail,
Nor cause thy feet to stray:
For Him no weary hours assail,
Nor evening darkness spreads her veil
0'er His eternal day.
" Beneath that light Divine
Securely shalt thou move;
The sun with milder beams shall shine,
And eve's still queen her lamp incline
Benignant from above.
"For He, thy GOD and FRIEND,
Shall keep thy soul from harm,
In each sad scene of doubt attend,
And guide thy life,_ and bless thy end,
With His almighty arm."
The happy traveller to the heavenly ZION dwells much on the
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anticipation of the Divine promises concerning the celestial City,
and by faith anticipates his joyful passage through yonder pearly
gates, of which it is pledged by the KING of kings that "he shall
no more go out" (Rev. iii. 12). He graciously and assuredly
knows Whom he believes, and hourly waits hopefully His appearing,'
as the "sure Word" foretells and certifies. CHRIST will come in
the glory of the FATHER; and what, dear brethren, will that be ?
And He is, according to His sacred pledge, to come also in
His own glorious Sonship Majesty! And then, too, the perfected
work of His grace in all the saints will be displayed by the HOLY
GHOST, in consummate glory and beauty!
Thus, the three holy, equal, and indivisible PERSONS in the
everlasting GODHEAD will be exhibited, honoured, and adored by
and before the assembled hosts of the redeemed, perfected, and
glorified saints; attended as the holy Word predicts, by countless
hosts of angelic spirits! Oh, what bliss beyond the powers of
tongue to tell and heart to conceive! In a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, the redeemed throng shall be transformed into
the perfect likeness of their adorable LORD, and shall be satisfied
for ever and ever! The sinless, spotless multitude are there-all
are there-not one is missing! All were Divinely chosen in CHRIST
before the foundation of the world, were justified by the same
precious blood and obedience of the LAMB, were sealed by the
SPIRIT as the FATHER'S very own family-sons and daughters of
the LORD GOD ALMIGHTY!
Each of the happy future host even now is enabled by the freest
of free grace to sing :" More than a Conqueror I-oh, shall it ever be !
Weak dust and ashes, shalt thou overcome?
Child of a fallen aud fading humanity,
Shalt thou in triumph be borne to thy home?
"More than a Conqueror i-vision of victory!
Promise of wonder and heavenly cheer!
One Who is mighty hath warred and hath won for thee;
Conquest is over and crowning is near.
"More than a Conqueror i-tell it yon hostile world,
, This is the victory, even our faith.'
More than a Conqueror i-tell thine own fainting heart,
. Bid it believe what the COMFORTER saith.
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"More than a Conqueror !--shout! 'tis the battle-cry;
E'en though thou fallest, again thou shalt rise.
Shout! for the souud may embolden some fallen one,
Low in the dust of defeat that now lies.
" More than a Conqueror i-yes, though thou see it not;
Jesus already is throned and crowned.
Soon thou shalt reign with Him, all things put under thee,
Satan by thee shall be bruised and bound.
" Hark! 'tis their voice who have gained the glad victory,
Theirs by the blood of the LAMB that 0' ercame ;
Singing their song to the harps of eternity,Praising the crucified CONQUEROR'S name. ,
" Glory for ever to Him Who hath loved us,
Washed us from sin by His own precious blood;
Made us victorious--sealed us invincibleCrowned us as kings and as priests to our GOD! "
Yes, beloved brother or sister, this song-and its like-will be
ours to sing, shortly, before the throne of grace, when we gather ·an
undivided multitude around the throne of the KING of GLORY.
Do your souls not prepare to anticipate the blissful moment when
you. shall actually meet, face to face, with your beloved LORD,
and clasp His blessed feet ~ He is coming-certainly coming-in
His glory! We watch His approach-we humbly respond to His
call, "I am ALPHA and OMEGA, the BEGINNING and the END, the
FIRST and the LAST. Blessed are they that do His commandments, that they may have right to the TREE of LIFE, and may
enter in through the gates into THE CITY" (Rev. xxii. 14).
"City of the pearl-bright portal;
City of the jasper wan;
City of the golden pavement;
Seat of endless festival;
City of JEHOVAH SALEM,
City of Eternity,
To Thy bridal hall of gladness,
From the prison would I flee.
Heir of glory,
That shall be for THEE and ME!"

Clilton, Bristol.

THE EDITOR.

THE poorest can give to God as much as the richest, if he give from
his heart.-Bishop Philpotts.
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THE CALLING AND THE WALK OF THE
BELIEVER.
" I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy
of the vocation wherewith ye are called."-EpHEs. iv. 1.

Two great subjects are suggested by the Apostle in these words
-the call and the walk of the believer. The one is the basis of the
othbr. There can be no acceptable walking until there has been
an effectual call out of darkness into light. The sinner must first
be called from death to life ere he can walk in the narrow way
that leads to heaven. Dr. Hodge well remarks that "the word
called . . . is never, in the epistles of the New Testament, applied
to those who are the recipients of the mere external invitation of
the Gospel. It always means effectually called, i.e., it is always·
applied to those who are really brought to accept of the blessings
to which they are invited."
Now·this call may be variously described.
First, it is a Divine call. God's people do not call themselves
into the participlltion of the blessings of the Gospel, nor are they
called by any human voice, 'though human messengers may be
used to this end. They are called of God. What is true of their
spiritual birth is also true of their call. It is "not of blood, nor
of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God." God
says, "I will call them My people, which were not My people;
and her beloved, which was not beloved. And it shall come to
pass, that in the place where it was said unto them, Ye are not My
people; there shall they be called the children of the living God"
(Rom. ix. 25, 26). Moreover, in calling His people, God works
according to His own purpose and will. They are "the called
according to His purpose" (Rom. viii. 28). Being" chosen in
Christ before the foundation of the world" they are" called according to God's purpose by His Spirit working in due season" (Article
xvii). What reason then we have to give Him the glory, dear
fellow-believers! We were in the broad way which leads to destruction. We were in danger of eternal ruin. We were unconscious of our lost condition, and helpless to rescue ourselves, but
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"God Who is rich in mercy" looked upon us with the eyes of His
compassion and called us by His Spirit. His voice came with
power to our hearts, and we were warned of our danger and "fled
for refuge to lay hold npon the hope set before us."
" Holy brethren, called and chosen by the sovereign voice of might,
See your high and holy calling, out of darI."lless into light;
Called according to His purpose and the riches of His love:
Won to listen by the leading of the gentle heavenly Dove! "
(F. R. Havergal.)
Next, observe that the caIling of the believer is a gracious call.
It is " not according to our works, but according to His own purpose
and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world
began." How fnlly the great Apostle to the Gentiles recognized
this truth! He says "When it pleased God, Who separated me
from my mother's womb, and called me by His grace, to reveal His
Son in me." Yes, the Apostle attributed His call solely to the
grace of God. " By the grace of God I am what I am." It is no
credit to us if we are numbered amongst the Lord's family. Our
God alone must have all the glory.
Again, it is described as a "heavenly calling," and "the high
caIling of God in Christ Jesus" (see Heb. iii. 1; Phi!. iii. 14).
These expressions emphasize the unearthly origin of the call. It
is a call that comes from heaven and a call to heavenly and eternal
blessings.
" A holy caIling" is another description of the vocation of the
believer.
God "hath saved us and called us with a holy caIling" (2 Tim. i. 9).
It is a call distinct and separate from all other calls. Other voices
call to the believer. Satan calls, the world calls, and the flesh
caIls, but all these are unholy calls, and sinful in their aims. The
call of God is alone a holy call. It is holy in its origin and holy in
its end. All who hear it are sanctified or made holy, and they are
instructed" to serve Him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before Him, all the days of their life."
This call is also an ir·revoClible call. It is a call which will never
be revoked. God never repents of caIling a sinner. He never
regrets the mercy and the grace He has shown the objects of His
favour. We are sometimes disappointed in those to whom we have
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shown kindness, and we are inclined to say, "If we had known all
about them we would not have done so much for them." The
Lord, however, calls His people in the full knowledge of their unworthiness. Their characters are fully known to Him, and yet, in
spite of their guilt, rebellion, and waywardness, He calls them, and
never regrets the mercy He has shown them, "For the gifts and
calling of God are without repentance" (Rom. xi. 29). Oh, how
blessed is this assurance! Though we so often show ourselves
unworthy of the least of all His mercies, He will not cast us off.
His mercy will still be extended to us through the blood.of His dear
Son. "The Lord will not cast off His people, neither will He
forsake His inheritance" (Psalm xciv. 14).
Notice further ·that the vocation of the believer is a call to
great blessings and privileges. Those to whom this sovereign,
gracious, and effectual call comes, repent of their sins, and turn
to God through Christ for pardon. Hence our Lord says, "I
came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance" (Luke
v. 32). "Repentance to salvation not to be repented of" always
follows this Divine call. The call also issues in the justification
of the sinner, for "Whom He called, them He also justified."
Such are "accounted righteous before God, only for the merit of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ by faith, and not for their
own works or deservings."
Again, God's people are "called unto the fellowship of His Son
Jesus Christ our Lord" (1 Cor. i. 9). They are called to be partakers of Christ, to partake of His life, His grace, His wisdom, His
power, and finally to behold His glory. They are called" out of
darkness into His marvellous light." "God is light, and in Him is no
darkness at all." His people are called out of the darkness of sin,
of ignorance, and of death, into the light of Him Who is " the Holy
One," "the only wise God.," and the only" living and true God."
They are "delivered from the power of darkness,"· and they are
now" light in the Lord." To crown all, God's people are called to
eternal glory. They partake of Christ's sufferings here, but they
shall share His glory hereafter. "The God of all grace ... hath
called us unto His eternal glory by Christ Jesus" (1 Pet. v. 9).
This is our portion-our predestined portion. This is the final
outcome of " the high calling of God in Christ Jesus."
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"God shall rise, and shining o'er you,
Change to day the gloom of night;
He, the Lord, shall he your glory,
God your everlasting light! "
(Cowper.)

Ye see your calling, brethren. Ye see that it is Divine, effectual,
sovereign, gracious, high, heavenly, holy, and irrevocable. Ye
see its origin, its effects, its eternal outcome. What impression
does it make upon your minds? Does it not humble you to the
9-ust to think that God in infinite mercy should have called you?
If so, what reason there is that you should seek to walk worthily,
snitably to your holy calling! This is the next thought in the
passage we are considering. "I therefore, the prisoner of the
Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith
ye are called, with all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering,
forbearing one another in love; endeavouring to keep the unity
of the Spirit in the bond of peace," At one time, "ye walked
according to the course of this world, according to the prince of
the power of the air." You fulfilled" the desires of the flesh and
of the mind." You walked in the vanity of your mind, "having
the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God."
But since that time a mighty change has taken place. " God
Who is rich in mercy" hath quickened you together with Christ.
He hath raised you up together and made you sit together in
heavenly places in Christ Jesus. By His sovereign grace He hath
saved you and made you nigh to Himself by the blood of Christ.
You now belong to " the household of God," and you are members
of " the whole family in heaven and earth." How different then
your walk should be! No longer should it be a walk according
to the world, the flesh, and the devil. But it should be a walk
according to the mind of God. He has "created you unto good
works," and He has ordained that you should walk in them. Lowliness, meekness, longsuffering, forbearance, should now characterize
your walk. These are fruits of that indwelling Spirit through
Whose mighty voice you were called into living union with your
Lord and Saviour. Let it'be your constant aim, then, by the power
of that same Spirit, to walk suitably to your calling. Remember
that Enoch and Noah "walked with God." Such walking brings
blessedness to those who engage in that holy exercise. "Blessed
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is everyone that feareth the Lord; 'that w(llketh in His ways.
For thou shalt eat the labour of thine hands: happy shalt thou be,
and it shall be well with thee" (Ps. cxxviii. 1, 2). Seek then to
walk in love, to walk as children of light, to walk circumspectly.
But you will say, "Who is sufficient for these things?" You may
well ask such a question, for we are not sufficient of ourselves to
think anything as of ourselves. No indeed! We cannot walk a
single step without enabling grace.. Hence we are bidden to
"walk in the Spirit." We are. to depend upon His power every
moment of our lives, and thus" our sufficiency is of God." " Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and
election sure: for' if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: for
so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the
everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Chri,t"
(2 Peter i. 10, 11).
THOMAS HOUGHTON.
Balh.
IT is the fashion in the present day to talk of man's enlightenment and

to represent human nature as upheaving under its load, as straining
towards a knowledge of truth; such is not in reality the case, and
whenever there is an effort in the mind untaught of the Spirit, it is
directed towards God as the great moral and not as the great spiritual
Being. A man untaught of the Holy Ghost may long to know a moral,
he can never desire to know a spiritual Being.-John Hyatt.
SOME absent themselves from public worship, under the pretence that
they can serve the Lord 'at home as well as in private. How many are
apt to say, they see not but their time may be as well spent at home,
in praying, reading some good book, or discoursing on some profitable
subject, as in the use of ordinances in public assemblies! They see
not but private prayer may be as good to them as public, or private
reading and opening the Scripture as profitable as public preaching;
they say of their private duties, as Naaman of the waters of Damascus,
2 Kings v. 12: May I not serve the Lord as acceptably, with as much
advantage, in private exercises of religion? May I not wash in these,
and be clean? They see not the great blessings God has annexed to
public worship more than to private. Oh, but if it be thus, if one be
as good as the other, what means the Lord to prefer one before the
other? To what purpose did the Lord choose the gates of Zion, to
place His name there, if He might have been worshipped as well in the
dwellings of Jacob? How do men of this conceit run counter to the
Lord! He prefers the gates of Zion, not only before one or some, hut
before all the dwellings of J acob; and they prefer one such dwelling
before the gates of Zion.-David Glarkson (1621-1686).
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WELLSPRINGS.
" For 1 am pers-uaded, that "either death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate
us from the love of God, whwh is in Christ Jesus our Lord."-RoM.
viii. 38, 39.

a high value mark the :Cord sets upou His Segullah, His peculiar
treasure (Ex. xix. 5), His" peculiar people" (Titus ii. 14). They are
His purchased possession and are marked with His mark of blood,
the seal royal of the Lamb. " On each He setteth His own secret
sign: 'They that have My Spirit, these,' saith He, 'are Mille.''' I
have redeemed them, and I claim them My rightful property, My
purchased possession. I laid down My life for them, and nothing shall
keep Me from presently presenting them to My Father, and openly
displaying to wondering worlds that they are one with Me. "I in
them and Thou in Me, that they may be made perfect in one, and
that the world may know that Thou hast sent life, and hast loved them
as Thou hast loved Me."
And this is what the grace of faith is declaring in the words of our
text, by the inspired Apostle-" For I am persuaded that neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things
present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other
creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is
in Christ Jesus our Lord." Put all the contrary powers in one scale,
and the love of God in Christ Jesus in the other, and I am persuaded,
says the Apostle, that not one of them alone, nor all of them together,
shall be able to separate God's children from God's heart of love.
We sing sometimes:" Hallelujah I Who shall part
Christ's own Church from Christ's own heart?
WHAT

Sever from the Saviour's side

Sonls for whom the Saviour died? .
Cast one precious jewel down
From Emmanuel's blood-bought crown? "

But we are yet in the mists of the valley. There are our sins, our
doubts, and our fears. There is our wretched self; there is Satan at
war with us, and our evil heart full of every abominable hateful thing.
All these are experienced by everyone of Zion's pilgrims, who move
inch by inch on their journey Home, overtaken ofttimes by fresh
surprises and oft wondering where the scene will end. But victory
is coming, and faith will surmount all. Even now faith says, "I am
persuaded "-a Divine persuasion, which nothing shall alter and which
will be realized in God's own time. Our God is a Covenant-malring
God and He is a Covenant-keeping God. He" keepeth covenant."
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This is the confidence of everyone of His redeemed to whom He has
said, "Because I live, ye shall live also."
The pen of the writer has been much occupied of late in dealing with
the conflict and warfare of the believer, and this article is more especially
directed to the precious truth contained in the thirty-ninth verse.
Nothing-not all the principalities and powers which war against the
soul, not all the conflict in which we are so frequently worsted, nor
height, nor depth, nor life, nor death itself, nor any creature" shall
be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Ohrist Jesus
our Lord." It contains all redemption's story. It is the faithful
saying that Ohrist Jesus came into the world to save sinners. It is
Ohrist and His people seen as one. It is because He died the Just
for the unjust, because He bare our sins in His own body on the tree,
that He has the right to demand, " Father, I will that they also, whom
Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am; that they may behold
My glory." He will not rest His heart until every son and daughter
of His purchase be with Him where He is, that in the midst of His
Church He may" sing praise unto Thee." Who can separate us then ~
But now we are separated in a sense. "A cloud received Him out
.of their sight," and the mourning disciples returned to Jerusalem as
they heard the glad declaration, "This same Jesus, which is taken up
from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him
go into heaven." A cloud of glory has thus hidden Him these well·
nigh two thousand years, and we are in the lowlands. But He made
gracious provision for His Church. "I will not leave you comfortless
(orphans)" ; "I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another
Comforter." And that Comforter is with us. His office is to quicken
and convince and lead to Jesus, to keep us in the way, to hold us all
the way, and to testify of Jesus to our souls. And it is thus as drawn
to our living Head in glory that we are taught to " love one another"
as members of His mystical body. This is the pleasant sight to which
the Father calls particular attention. "Behold, how good and how
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!" It is part of
the plan and purpose of our God that the disciples of their risen Head
in glory should be "knit together in love," walk in holy agreement
and fellowship, and hold co=union with one another in the Lord.
He would have it so; more, it is His gracious provision for His people.
What a lonely life He lived on earth, having" not where to lay His
head." Of the people none were with Him; all forsook Him. Alone
on Olivet's slopes; alone all night in prayer; alone in the agony of
Gethsemane; alone in the Judgment Hall; alone on Oalvary. "I
have trodden the wine-press alone, and of the people there was none with
Me. . .. And I looked, and there was none to help; and I wondered
that there was none to uphold." Oh! think, beloved, of your suffering
Saviour and of the loneliness which He knew, and remember ·that
for you He has graciously provided that you should not be alone.
He has given us that priceless jewel, the Word of God, in whose blessed
pages we "hear what God the Lord will speak." He has made our
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bodies the temple of the Holy Ghost, and when He has once taken up
His abode in a heart He never leaves it. He has provided the means
of grace in the preaching of the everlasting Gospel, and He has given
His children sweet companionship and fellowship with each other in
the Lord. He Who said at the beginning, " It is not good for jllan to
be alone," and made for Adam an help meet for him, has thus given
sanction to that holy fellowship and union of heart in Himself, and no
man may put asunder what God has thus joined together. Sweet
companionship have His saints had in all ages one with another, as
they spoke of Him, their soul's delight. Sweet was the unutterable
love which knit together as one soul the hearts of David and J onathan.
And what a touching and pathetic devotion do we see in Elisha for
Elijah. "As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave
thee. And they two went on"; "And they two stood by Jordan" ;
" And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold,
there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and .parted them
asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven." Then
again, there was the love which made Ittai the Gittite follow David
the king as he fled from Jerusalem and the treachery of Absalom:
" As the Lord liveth, and as my lord the king liveth, surely in what
place my lord the king shall be, whether in death or life, even there
also will thy servant be."
We read also of the heart-burning the two disciples experienced as
they walked the Emmaus .road talking of Him Who soon" drew near
and went with them." Did not our Lord, when on earth, take into
consideration this human need of companionship when He sent His
disciples out two and two where He Himself would comEl ~ They were
not to be alone! Jesus knew what solitariness and loneliness meant.
He would give each one a companion, and then Himself be always
that Ohief Oompanion, that Elder Brother, that Friend and Saviour,
making their path glad with His presence and their home" none other
than the house of God and the gate of heaven."
Look, too, at the love the Apostle Paul had for his son in the faith,
the youthful Timotheus; and his loving as "his own soul" the
runaway slave, Onesimus, and the restful companionship he ever
found in Titus. "Oan two walk together except they be agreed ~ "
But when agreed on the main and all-essential points of truth, let
them walk together and thus seek to adorn the doctrine of God their
Saviour in all things. Let the saints seek grace to walk in sweet accord,
loving the Ohrist in one another, and "in honour preferring one
another." Will no~ Jesus Himself draw near and go with them ~
Yet sweet and gracious as is the provision thus made for our pilgrimage journey, the time is coming when our nearest and dearest must be
parted from us and when we shall see them no more. But God is
equal to the,needs of His people; so that when the earthly tie is snapped
and" one shall be taken," He is even more than what He has taken
from His child. He is a Father to the fatherless, a Husband to the
widow, our Elder Brother born for adversity, a Friend that sticketh
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closer than a brother. When a dear child of God is called to tread
life's pilgrimage awne-the companion of his or her life-long joys
and sorrows being parted for "a little while "-then it is that the
words come home to the bereaved heart with sweet application, " Behold
I die, but God shall be with you"; and Jesus Himself has said, " Lo,
I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world." So that He
is with your beloved friend-brother-sister-whom He takes to
Himself, and He is with you according to His own word of promise.
51

Death hides, it cannot divide,

They are but on Christ's other side;
They are with Christ, and Christ with me,
Thns undivided still are we."
That is wherein the comfort lies; that is how the bitterness and sorrows
of the parting are mingled with the sweetness of knowing our beloved
ones are for ever with the Lord. He has come for one and another
of His redeemed children. The moment their work is done He says,
11

'Life's journey o'er, naught We two shall divide,
Let 'Us 'Pass over to the other side.'
It

The earthly companion stands aside and Says, "The Master is come,
and calleth for thee." With what readiness, alacrity, and gladness
does the called one arise, and lay aside all earth's fetters to join Another's
company and go down with Him to Jordan's brink. The one left
behind can only look on and silently admire and adore the grace that
makes a saint ready for his departure. It is all so wonderful. He
gave the life and will yet give" more abundantly," and He so endears
Himself to His dying saint that he is ready and willing to be gone.
They are with Him-our precious dead who have died in the Lord.
And He Who never leaves nor forsakes His own is with us; therefore
what, who, can separate us from His heart of love and from the dear
ones asleep in J esus-" Absent from the body, present with the Lord" ?
We shall soon be re-united. He will come with His saints; He will
gather His living ones and His sleeping ones, and together with Him
we shall live eternally. And, brethren, when we stand before the
Judgment-Seat of Christ, will not our souls need One Who can speak
for us, One, our Advocate, Who shall answer for us and claim .His
blood-bought rights? These are Mine, My jewels, My ransomed sheep,
and nothing shall be able to separate us one from the other. That is
the day for which we wait; that is the hour which is rapidly approaching, when sin and death and partings and tears and sorrows will have
for ever fled away, when
" Thou shalt to wondering worlds display
That Thou with us art one."
Before this article has been completed comes the announcement
of yet one more taken from earth. "One more river to be passed,"
she had said, and now she has "clean passed over." . One more of
His ransomed sinner-train has been taken through the dark river by
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J esUB Himself. And now, for that dear one, after long years of
waiting, trembling, hoping, and weeping, is "Sorrow vanquished,
labour ended, Jordan passed." And she is satisfied! She is in His
presence, in fulness of joy.
A lovely poem, lent me by a beloved friend, is so very sweet, and
so applicable to our subject, that, with the beloved Editor's kind
indulgence, I quote the whole of it, as it is too good to be broken up.
It is by the gifted Miss Barbara Montgomery.
.. THROUGH THE FLOOD ON FOOT."
.. The 81lIl had 81lIlk in the west
For & little while;
And the clouds which had gathered to
see him die
Had caught hiB dying smile.
'I

We Bat in the door of our tent

In the cool of the day,
Towards the quiet meadow
Where misty shadows lay.

11

We were talking about the King,

And our Elder Brother,
As we were used often to speak
One to another.
"The Lord standing quietly by,
In the shadows dim,
Smiling perhaps, in the dark, to hear
Our sweet, sweet talk of Him.
I think in a little while,'
I said at length,
, We Bhall Bee His face in tbe City
Of everlasting strength,

11 ,

U

And over the mountains of Moab

Afar,
We saw the first sweet gleam
Of the first star.

And sit down under the shadow
Of His smile,
Witb great delight and tbankBgiving,
To rest awhile.)

If ,
U

The great and terrible land
Of wilderness and drought
Lay in the shadows behind us,
For the Lord had bronght us out.

But the river-the awful riverIn the dying light;
And even as he spoke, the murmur
Of a river rose on the night.

1I 1
H

The great and terrible river,'
Though Bhronded yet from view,
Lay in the she.dows before us,

Bnt the Lord would bear us through.
H

/<

11

In the stillness and the star-light,
In Bight of the Blessed Land,
We thnught of the bygone desert life,
And the burning blinding sand.
Many a dreary sunset,
Many a dreary dawn,

If

We had watched upon those desert hills,
Al!I we pressed slowly OD.
11

U

I'

Yet sweet had been the silent dews
Which from God's presence fell,
And the still hours of resting
By palm-tree and: by well,
Till we pitched our tent at last)
The desert done,
Where we saw the hills of tbe Holy Land
Gleam in our sinking BUD.
And we sat in the door of our tent,
In the cool of the day,
Towards the quiet meadow
Where misty shadows lay.

And One came up through the meadow,
Where the mists lay dim.
Till He stood by my friend in the starlight
And spake to him.
'I have come to call thee Home,'
. Said our veiled Guest;
1 The terrible journey of life is done,
I will take thee to rCBt.
Arise! thou shalt come to the Palace,
To rest thee for ever.'
And He pointed across the dark meadow
And down to the river.

If 1

U

U

And my friend rose up in the shadows,
And turned to me,
, Be of good cheer,' I said faintly,
• For He calleth thee.'
For I knew, by His loving voice,
His kingly word,
The veiled Guest in tbe star-light dim
Was Christ, the Lord.

o
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{( So we three went slowly down
To the river side,
Till we stood in the heavy shadows
·By the black wild tide.
Il

I could hear that the Lord was speaking
Deep words of grace;
I could see their blessed reflection
On my friend's pale face.

" The strong and desolate- tide
Was hurrying wildly past,
As he turned to take my hand once more,
And say farewell. at last.
" . Farewell! I cannot fear;
Oh, seest thou His grace? '

And even as he spoke, he turned
Again to the Master's face.
H

So they two went closer down
To the river side,
And stood in the heavy shadows
By the black wild tide.

" But when the feet of the Lord
Were come to the waters dim,
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They rose to stand on either hand,
And left a path for Him.
«

So they two passed over swiftly
Towards the goal,
But the wistful longing gaze
Of the pa.sing soul

" Grew only more rapt and joyful,
As he clasped the Master's hand;
I think, or ever he was aware,
They were come to the Holy Land.
" Now I sit alone in the door of my tent,
In the cool of the 'day,
Towards the quiet meadow
Where misty shadows play.

" The great and terrible land
Of wilderness and drought
Lies in the shadows behind me,
For the Lord hath brought me out.
(( The great and terrible river,
I stood that night to view,
Lies in the shadows before meBut the Lord will bear me through."

R.
"ALL GLORIOUS WITHIN."
WHAT made the tabernacle of Moses lovely was not the outside, which
was very mean, as the Church of God outwardly is, through persecution,
affliction, and poverty; but what was within, having many golden
ve'ssels in it, and those typical of things much more' precious : moreover,
here the priests were to be seen in their robes, doing their duty and
service, and, at certain times, the high priest in his rich apparel; here
were seen the sacrifices slain and offered, by which the people were
taught the nature of sin, the strictness of justice, and the necessity
and efficacy of the sacrifice of Christ: here the Levites were heard
singing their songs and blowing their trumpets: but how much more
amiable are the church of God and its ordinances in Gospel times,
where Christ, the great High Priest, is seen in the glories of His person
and the fulness of His grace; where Zion's priests, or the ministers of
the Gospel, stand clothed, being full fraught with salvation and the
tidings of it; where Christ is evidently set forth, as crucified and
slain, in the ministry of the Word and the administration of ordinances;
here the Gospel trumpet is blown, and its joyful sound echoed forth,
and songs of love and grace are sung by all believers; besides, what
make these tabernacles still. more lovely are, the presence of God here
so that they are no other than the house of God, the gate of heaven;
and the provisions that are here made, and the company that is here
enjoyed.--John Gill.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. W. T. TURPIN, M.A.

THE much-beloved brother-the Rev. W. T. TURPIN, Incumbent 'of
Emmanuel Church, Eastbourne-belongs to that beautiful island so
much in evidence at the present time, and all his sympathies are with
the true and loyal hearts who know well the character of the persecuting
power to which it is proposed to subject the loyal subjects of King
George.
The subject of this sketch was educated in Dublin at a Collegiate
School, in North Great George Street. It was during his school
days there that he attended the ministry of the late beloved Rev.
W. H. Krause, M.A., in the Bethesda Chapel. The whole atmosphere
of the place and the faithful preacher left its own deep impression upon
his young heart, though as yet he had not received God's quickening,
life-giving touch of power. Mr. TURPIN is a graduate of Trinity College,
Dublin, and was ordained by the late Dr. Singer, Lord Bishop of
Meath, and filled several curacies in Ireland, amongst them his own
native town of Tullamore. He was also a missionary of the Irish
Church Mission in conjunction with the late Rev. C. F. MacCarthy,
D.D., whose assistant' he was, arid with whom he worked as a son with
a father.
His own testimony as to the preciousness of the sacred Truth which
he first received at the Bethesda Chapel, Dublin, and which was afterwards brought home in power to him by the teaching of God the Holy
Ghost, is that, in the evening of life the truth of tree sovereign grace
and covenant love, is dearer to him, and that increasiJigly so.' He has
on several occasions delivered addresses at the Clifton Conference,
and his addresses are held in high estimation among God's children
there annually.
WHY is it that God hath not dealt with us after our sins 1 Is it not
'because He' hath dealt with Another after our sins 1 Another Who
took our sins upon Him; of Whom it is said that" God chastened Him
in His fierce wrath" 1 And why did He chasten Him but for our
sins 1 0 gracious God, Thou art too just to take revenge twice for
the same faults; and therefore, having turned Thy fierce wrath upon
Him, Thou wilt not turn it upon us too; but having rewarded Him
according to our iniquities, Thou wilt now reward us according to
His mel·its.-Sir R. Baker (1568-1645).
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HOUSE.

NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED ON LORD'S-DAY EVENING,
AUGUST 18TH, 1912, BY THE REV. J. ORMISTON, RECTOR,
AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT, BRISTOL.

" Blessed are they that dwell in Thy House: they will be still prawing
Thee."-PsALM !xxxiv. 4.
THE Psalmist in the opening words of this Psalm explains in the language
of holy admiration-" How amiable are Thy tabernacles, 0 Lord of
Hosts!" and then, in the two following verses narrates His own
experience-" l\'[y soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of
the Lord; my heart and my flesh crieth out for the living God. Yea,
the sparrow hath found an house, and the swallow a nest for herself,
where she may lay her young, even Thine altars, 0 Lord of Hosts, my
King and my God"-and then follows our text. Do we realize this
subject in regard to the holy privilege we have shared in worshipping God
in simplicity of soul together 1 I pray that as long as we are sojourning
here we may know by blessed experience the joy of uniting in public
worship, not formally, but asking God to try our spirits, that we may
worship Him acceptably. It is noticeable how here the earthly places
of worship are spoken of in anticipation of heavenly worship. That
is for what we are waiting. Let us test ourselves with this question,
" Am I among those who are seeking to worship God in Spirit and in
truth 1" We need to examine ourselves, because we are so apt to
think that if we conform to outward acts we are worshippers of God.
We may do all this, and yet not be an inner-court worshipper. ,Are
we worshipping God in spirit and in truth 1 for He seeks such to
worship Him. God seeks His own worshippers. Not only that, but
God makes His own worshippers. We may have a name to live, but
know nothing of the reality of worshipping God. We need to take
heed then in praise and prayer, and in the various forms we use, taking
nothing for granted. I do earnestly ask you to beware of being satisfied
with a form because it is Scriptural. We may use it, and yet not be
taught by God the Holy Spirit; and we may bow the knee, and yet
take no part in worship. Let us be careful to avoid the snares with
which Satan is so ready to set 'to beguile us. He knows well how to use
these things. Our late dear sister who has gone Home went through
severe cross-examination of herself, and I call upon all my hearers to
be careful lest by using these forms, right in themselves, they may be
shared. May we be kept in the truth. It will cost us much in regard
to worshipping God. More and more the way becomes difficult and
narrower; it becomes difficult to keep spiritually minded, lest we
fall into the devil's snare of using words without entering into their
spiritual meaning.
This Psalm reveals a condition of mind well becoming God's people38
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" Blessed "-and in the original this word is in the plural numberthrice blessed, by the Holy Trinity Himself-are they that dwell in
Thy House, they will be still-or continually-praising Him, the Centre
of their worship. It is in reality at the mercy seat we worship, not in
this church built by the hands of men. We had better dismiss all
our surroundings, and realize ourselves as shut up to a heart·searching
God, Who knows what is in man, and knows every jot and tittle of
what is in the hearts of those appearing before Him. How highly
favoured they are who have been brought uigh to God-the heartsearching J ehovah-a people who submit themselves to God. I
remember visiting one aged member of this church-she was eighty-four
-and I asked her, " Well, how is it with you now 1 How is it with
your soul 1" and she said, "He has searched me through. He has
searched me through." She was poor in spirit, and realized that God
had indeed searched her and found her out-the realities of her heart,
and He granted her His pardon, His blessing and His grace, and she
passed away. It is well with her, and it is well with our dear sister
who has passed so lately from our midst, seated such a short time
ago among you. She was a sincere worshipper. God allowed her a
long season of heart-searching, that things might be really right with
her. Pity those who are in distress of souL Seek to minister the
balm of consolation to them. One of the-I was going to say drawbacks-of our congregation, is its scattered condition. The parish
consists of only thirty inhabitants, and there are more than thirty
here to-night. We do not restrict ourselves to the limits of the parish.
As God leads, we fain would be led. Let us seek to be faithful one to
another, and compassionate to one another, and seek to be instrumental
in keeping one another in spiritual things. The pleasure of public
worship is only enjoyed by those who are in the Lord's secret. We
need to be very forbearing to one another in these matters of the walk
with God. He is a jealous God, and takes notice of every step. Oh,
what need we have of His almighty and free grace to be kept, and He
is a good Keeper, and keeps close to Himself every true, peuitent
bel;ever who asks His acceptance of him for Christ's alone sake.
Blessed are they that dwell in Thy house; not a tabernacle made with
hands, but a spiritual one, built for a spiritual, elected people only.
Be jealous of this-be quite sure you have an interest in this calling
grace of God, and are walking as sinners saved by grace. "Nothing
in my hand I bring, simply to Thyself I cling." No other claim.
Only Jesus can clothe a believing sinner with His righteousness-His
own. He recognizes His own work, every part of it, either small or
vast. He takes full account of it, and accepts the chief sinner whom
He has set apart for Himself, and is conducting him step by step to
the House not made with hands. So is He bringing the present
company here to-llight. Let each one ask himself the searching
question-Lord, is it I 1 am I of the number of the happy ones who
are kept by His grace and for His Name's sake? Do you know much
of dwelling in the House of J ehovah 1 The House eternal in the
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heavens ~ No one ever got admission to that House who is not called
by the special grace of God, and no one ever will, there will be no such
peculiar person there, only those called and separated by the grace of
God will be found in that happy number, Blessed people-who are
made poor enough and humble enough, who take an interest in their
eternal welfare, for such God sets apart aud keeps against that day!
God knows by name everyone of His children, and He entered it in the
Book of Life before the foundations of the world were laid-they ale
all in the Father's Book, in His handwriting, Think of that, that
your name is in the heaven'ly handwriting in the Book of the eternal
Father! Do you believe that your name is in the Lamb's Book, which
is in His custody, and no one but Himself has access to it ~ He will
produce it one of these days, and the time is short, Be ye also ready,
for in such an hour as ye think not-just that hour-that momentHe has promised to come. He will come and take up the number of
His blood-bought people to be with Him in the highest Heaven, That
heaven which Jesus likened to a kingdom which could not be movedbought and paid for, It was bought by His precious blood, that
precious blood which cleanseth from all sin, Sin will never be charged
against a single member of that flock, "Fear not, little flock, it is
your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom!' What could
He say more ~ The joy of Jesus was vast and deep and incommunicable
which enabled Him to bear that testimony to His dear people, " It is
your Father's good pleasure to give "-He does not do it grudgingly.
RememberXthat text; it is yours, let it sink down into your heart,
"Blessed are they that dwell in Thy House!' Are you looking
forward to occupying a place in that House ~ "In My Father's House
are many mansions," just as many as there are many sons in the family
of God the Father. There is a seat for each one of God's people, for
they have all been equally alike redeemed with the blood of Christ.
Oh, how He loved them when He died for them! He loved them even
when they were dead in sins. All His own are by His grace made
ready for what by grace is already ready for them. God has been
filling up the seats in His kingdom for almost si..'l: thousand years, and
the crisis may come at any moment. Do not think, some of you, that
the world is going on after all much as it has been accustomed to.
When the last moment of its history comes, it will be going on filling
up the cup which God has said will be the world's portion. God will
keep His word, His immutable word. All will come to pass; are you
ready for it ~ Is your light burning ~ "Let your light so shine
before men." Is your light burning brightly ~ does it need oil ~ Call
upon Him to supply that which you so much need. He may surprise
you in His own wonderful way by vouchsafing you abundantly of His
mercy and grace, I have arrived at this, that all will be brought to pass
in our experience just as God has foretold and written in His blessed
Book. All will be accomplished in His time. And I have noticed He
is rapidly taking away from the earth His choice people-taking them
up to Himself. "Come unto Me," He says, to one and another of His
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dear children, and He gives them rest. He takes them within the
veil and shows them His glory and grace. Such a Saviour I needsuch a Saviour you need. We do not know the way, nor how, nor
when we shall be called, we leave that humbly and simply to God,
Who does as He purposes. We do not l{now what a day nor an hour
may brirg forth, but may we be found still praising Him. That is
my earnest desire for myself. They are lovely words-" still praising
Thee." Always praising-continually praising-without a break.
What grace is needed for this! What help is vouchsafed when the
Lord gives His helping hand. He can not deny Himself. Hath He
said, by His promises, and shall He not do it 1 Are you living in
humble hope and trust that He will do as He. has said 1 Among the
last conscious words spoken by her who was so short a time ago here
with us, and who is now in the glory, were these :" Just as I am, without one plea,

But that Thy blood was shed for me,
Aud that Thou bidst me come to Thee,
o Lamb of God, I come."
She was on the rock, though she trembled. Once on the rock-Christ
cruoified and living for evermore-for ever on the rook! That soul
that trusts and leans on Him only, is safe whatever reason may say,
and the workings of human reason are very subtle. God reigneth, and
God Who made the promises is on the throne, with Christ on His right
hand.
" Nothing in my hand I bring,
Simply to Thyself I cling,"
That is a safe plaoe, and sure and acoeptable, because aocepted. Are
you all there 1 Do you hear the solemn question, Is that your only
hope 1 Nothing to appear in, no righteousness of your own, no, none 1
Is. it true 1 God looked down from heaven to see if there were any
righteous, and with what result 1 There was none-not one. East,
west, north and south, He looked. No one escaped notice or could
evade His estimate; and of natural man He said, "There is none
that doeth good; no, not one." That is what God said, and He put
it in His Book, and it is there still, and you may see it. That is God's
estimate of nature's best. Only grace, free sovereign grace, meets the
oase, and that does. Grace answers all the conditions. However
poor, however needy, however worthless the sinner may be, if oalled
by grace he is on the Rook that cannot be moved-a Rock that will
not move though heaven and earth pass away.
" They will be still praising Thee." Oh, what a destiny for God's
oalled people! What a heaven awaits them-awaits you, dear ohild
of God, whenever your call oomes, however soon, and by whatever
means. Leave these issues to your loving, gracious, faithful God. All
is well with you as one of Christ's redeemed. And now we separate
at the beginning of another week, and to-morrow we lay aside the dear
well-known form ..• of that dear child of God who has attended the
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preaching of the Gospel here for between thirty and forty years. She
belonged to the dear Rev. S. A. Walker's ministry, and I inherited
her as one of the flock when I undertook the charge with trembling.
And God watched over and kept and guided and nourished His dear
child. Although He may not have given her settled assurance, she
yet humbly, so humbly, pursued the way of the believer who has the
door of the Kingdom opened by God before her; and she entered in,
and is not, because God took her. May we have grace to follow her
as she followed the Saviour.
NOTES OF A SERMON
PREACHED BY THE REV. J. M. SANGAR, M.A. (RECTOR OF ELWORTHY,
TAUNTON), AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, SEPT. 8TH, 1912.
" And I will fasten him as a nail in a sure place,. and he shall be for a
glorious throne to his father's house. And they shall hang upon him
all the glory of his father's house, the offspring and the issue, all
vessels of small quantity, from the vessels of cups, even to all the
vessels of flagons."-lsAIAH xxii. 23, 24.

THESE words undoubtedly refer in the first place to Eliakim, the son
of Hilkiah; but by comparing spiritual things with spiritual, we see
from first to last how eminently the type here is intended to set forth
the Lord Jesus, and that complete, certain, and unconditional salvation
which God through His own dear Son accomplished for the sons of
men.

Let us briefly look at the circumstances which lead up to the text.
In the reign of Hezekiah, king of Judah, the governor-general or
comptroller of the king's household, proved a thoroughly base mana traitor to the interests of the kingdom. God took the matter in
hand, sent Isaiah unto this treasurer, even unto Shebna, which was
over the house, to predict his speedy and public disgrace and utter
expulsion from the high dignity which he had held. The reader can
see for himseU this solemn judgment in the words preceding my text.
The prophet was further bidden to say, how on the very day of Shebna's
disgrace, God would raise up His servant Elialrim, and put upon him
" all the glory of his father's house." We see in his name the first
type. It means, " My God .oill raise up." It directs us straight to
Christ, whether at His incarnation, when, as a very Infant of Days, He
was, according to prophecy, "to rule l\'Iy people Israel;" or at His
resurrection from the dead, when every impediment was removed,
once and for ever, and He was raised up to fulfil to the very letter
all that He had undertaken. What God purposes to do is so certain
of fulfilment that He often speaks of a fact as accomplished before it
has taken place. The Holy Spirit brings this out beautifully in the
Epistle to the Hebrews (chapter ii. 10): "For it became Him, for
Whom are all things, and by Whom are all things, in bringi.ng many
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sons unto glory, to make the Captain of their salvation perfect through
sufferings." That is very beautiful in our English rendering, but if
the Greek could be given in quite the sense intended, it reads thus:
" It became Him, for Whom are all things . . . having brought many
sons. to glory." How beautifully that brings out the truth of God
as He saw all the work accomplished from an eternity. Jesus was seen
from eternity the Lamb slain in the Divine purpose; every event at
Calvary was beheld before creation took place. God sees things as
though they were, and speaks of things as though already accomplished.
Jesus was raised up, and gives the grace of perseverance and salvation
unto His people. It is, then, quite as impossible for any elect vessel
to become an apostate, as it would be for Jesus to be robbed of His
position at the right hand of God. So salvation is to be preached to
every creature, but not on the free-will terms of man; if so, no one
would be saved, for no one would want it, for "the carnal mind is
enmity against God." It is not otJered to man, but brought to him.
" The salvation that is to be brought unto you" the Word speaks of.
We never read of an otJered salvation in the Word, but we do read
how God" laid help upon One that was mighty," and highly exalted
Him that He should give repentance unto His Israel, even the forgiveness of their sins. In Him God has made all the promises. In Him
they are Yea and Amen.
Then, the Lord says, He will raise up Eliakim, and fasten him as a
nail in a sure place. Here is another beautiful type of Jesus. It was
the ordinary practice in oriental houses to drive a very strong nail
into a secure place, and upon that nail to hang all the vessels which
that house possessed. Is not Jesus fixed until all the purposes of
salvation are accomplished; fixed at the Father's right hand; fixed
in His mediatorial and intercessory work, until every elect vessel of
mercy is brought safe home? From the very beginning He was with
the Father, fixed in the eternal purpose. 1Iian sinned, and that he
might be saved God must become man and take the sinner's place,
to redeem him from under the law. We hear a great deal nowadays
about preparing for death. People talk of "preparing for death."
What do they mean by that? Do they mean that by what they do
they are going to make themselves fit for heaven? If so, they must
keep the whole law. But look at the four Gospels, and see the preparation for death. See there, Jesus, the Sinless One, bearing our sins in
His own sinless body on the tree! See there, eternal justice for ever
satisfied and the work once and for ever "finished." If good works
are performed by the children of God, it is not from any idea of working
FOR salvation, but as a tribute of love to Him Who has done so much
for them, and a working out all that God has worked in them.
Paul pictures the safety of him who is redeemed from under the
law. No law can touch the greatest criminal after he is dead. "Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the
body of Christ; that ye should be married to another, even to Him
Who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto
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God." If a man were to spend all his life in preparing for death, it is a
measure of defence utterly foolish and futile. But if, on the other hand,
there is one here and another there who testify by a consistent life and
walk, of the grace within them, and seek to live to the honour and
glory of Him Who has called them and keeps them, there is fruit unto
God, and preparation for death. The more our text is compared with
the Spirit's epistle to the Church of Philadelphia (Rev. ill.), the more
will the underlying beauty of out text come out. He" that openeth,
and no man shutteth," is the Eliakim of our text. In that character
He introduces Himself, and so answers to Him of Whom the prophet
speaks in our chapter: "And the key of the house of David will I
lay upon His shoulder, so He shall open, and none shall shut; and He
shall shut, and none shall open." It is He Who has the key upon His
shoulder, and none can open what He shuts nor shut what He
opens'
We have a parallel passage to the nail fastened in a sure place in
Zechariah x. 4 : "Out of him (Judah) came forth the corner, out of him
the nail, out of him the battle bow, out of him every oppressor together,"
showing that J udah, from which our Lord sprang (Heb. vii. 14), was
the seat of law, of justice, and of government.
" And they shall hang upon Him all the glory of His father's house,
the offspring and the issue," etc. This brings us to think at once of
God's dealings with mankind. He will do what He will with His
own. "Hath not the potter power over the clay 1 " And those who
really believe and rest upon the finished work of Christ are vessels of
mercy in His hand. True, they may be small vessels. Some in the
Church are granted great graces and great gifts, others are of small
quantity, "vessels of cups." Yes, there are the babes in grace;
unlearned, unskilful even in the Word of God. And some of these
vessels may have spent a whole life in sin, whilst others from their
earliest infancy have been devoted to the Lord. But this makes not
the slightest difference to their spiritual safety. They are all alike
hung upon Him Who is the glory of His Father's house. The Apostle
Paul was not one whit safer than the dying thief. We must not think
that our repentance, or our faith, or our prayers, contribute in the
slightest degree to our salvation. But if our faith tells us that our
prayers are not from" feigned lips," that our hope is fixed upon the
finished work of Christ-a finished salvation wrought out on Calvary's
cross nearly two thousand years ago, then we are amongst those vessels
of mercy. Do not, therefore, look down upon a brother or a sister
because they are but" vessels of cups." It may be such an one has
only just been brought to Jesus. Their lack of knowledge and
experience should excite our sympathy and our love, and not our
disdain; for all for whom He died are equally precious to Him.
We live in a day when the question is constsntly being asked, " How
are we to know what to believe, so many different doctrines are taught
in the church 1" The answer is as simple as possible. The minister
who tells you to look to anything or anyone for salvation outside or in
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addition to Christ is speaking lies. Have nothing to do with such a
prophet of smooth things! The salvation that Jesus wrought out for
sinners was" perfected for ever," and nothing can be added to it nor
taken from it.
So the question for each one to ask himself is, " What do I think
of Christ?" Do you only know Him from a historical point of view,
as you might any hero in history? "Oh, no," the child of God will
say, " I know He is precious to my soul, and that He is worth trusting,
and I am seeking after the assurance that He is mine from the Word
of God." Then let the Word of God speak to you: "Let them that
love Thy salvation say continually, The Lord be magnified." And if
there are any inquiring ones, who long so to know Him, but have not
yet found Him, they certaiuly will! "God is not a man that He
should lie. Hath He not said, and will He not do it ? "
And this nail that is fastened" in a sure place" takes all the weight
of the vessels, great and small. 'rhey are suspended on Him, and His
Father has spoken, "My mercy will I keep for Him "-that is, the
Lord Jesus Christ. It is all due to Him. It is a matter of justice,
and He wants the mercy as a promise to His people. "0 my soul,
thou hast said unto the Lord, Thou art my Lord: my goodness
extendeth not to Thee; but to the saints that are in the earth, and to
the excellent, in whom is all my delight" (Ps. xvi. 2, 3). There is the
word of the Lord Jesus speaking by the Psalmist. . It is as though He
would say, There is nothing to be added to My perfection, but it is to
be extended to the saints that are in the earth, in whom is My delight.
The saints! If there had been any truth in universal redemption, of
which we hear so much and which is so contrary to the Word of God,
the Lord Jesus could not truthfully have uttered these words, " The
saints-in whom is all My delight." They are those for whom He
suffered; for whom He shed His precious blood; for whom" He was
made sin Who knew no sin." Look at the fortieth Psalm. Every
word belongs to the Lord J esns Christ from first to last. There is
only one passage in it which presents a difficulty to some, namely,
" Mine iniquities have taken hold upon me, so that I am not able to
look up; they are more than the hairs of mine head." But there is
really no difficulty. Jesus for a little season was made sin, bare our
iniquities in His own body on the tree, made them His own in order
that He might remove the iniquity of His true Israel in one day.
May the Lord bless those who see these truths in this light, and who
have then to do what special work is assigned to them. May they
have grace so to abide by Him and His finished perfect work, Who
says, " I will be as the dew unto Israel: he shall grow as the lily, and
cast forth his roots as Lebanon. His branches shall spread, and his
beauty shall be as the olive tree, and his smell as Lebanon." These
are they who" shall go from strength to strength," and everyone of
them shall appear before God in Zion. For His dear Son's sake may
He bless His Word, speak peace to His saints, and establish them in
every good word and work unto His own glory.
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CHRIST IN THE PROMISE AND PROPHECY.
A SERMON BY THE LATE REV. W. H. KRAUSE, M.A., OF DUBLIN.
" We hare found Him, of Whom Moses in the law, and the Prophets, did
write, Jesus of Nazareth."-JOHN i. 45.
(Concluded from page 479.)

BUT we proceed to consider some prophecies as to His humanity.
You will observe the passage in the 3rd chapter of the book of Genesis,
which is usually considered to be the first streak of light which dawned'
upon the Church, where the Lord makes the declaration to Satan,
" I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy
seed and her seed; It shall bruise thy head." We all know that this
applies to the Lord Jesus Christ, and to the great work that has been,
and that will be, accomplished by Him, "The Seed of the woman."
Here comes in the humanity of Jesus; that blessed truth which the
Apostle John argues so fully, and upon which he lays so much stress;
that it is necessary for us to know Jesus Christ in His incarnation as
the Son of Man; that it is necessary for us to know that the Son of
God has come in the flesh.
We would here remark, that the early Christians seemed to find
more difficulty in apprehending the humanity, than the Divinity of
the Lord Jesus Christ. I believe it remained for the mind of man to
acquire something more of obliquity, if we may so say, in order to
fasten upon that error of doubting, and even denying, the Divinity
of the Lord Jesus Christ. I believe that when all the power and all '
the sovereignty of the Son of God were pressed upon the Christian
Church, the difficulty was to apprehend how He could be really man.
Now, br',lthren, it is of great importance for us to know Him as the Son.
of God, and as the Son of Man. There are those, and there have been
those, who have conceived thus of the cross of Christ: that in that
memorable crucifixion there was only the semblance of suffering;
and I believe that of the two errors this is the better. They conceived
as we said, that it was only the semblance of suffering. They thought·
that it could not be, that He, Who showed that He was that great
Being, could really have shed His life·blood upon that cross. That is
Ar·ianism. Then there is another class of men, who, as they see Him
hanging upon that cross, wag their heads and say, that He was only
man. That is Socinianism.
You remember, brethren, what a noble declaration that was, which
was wrung out from that poor heathen man who was keeping guard
beside that cross, and who exclaimed, "Truly this was the Son of
God." We say that the humanity of the Lord Jesus Christ is to us
everything. We want to see Him as God, bearing up the superstructur,~
of the Church's necessities, and the Church's sins. We want to see
Him as man, bearing the iniquities of His people in His own body on
the tree; and when you turn to Ps. xxii., Ps. Ixix., and Isa. liii., you
find Him set before us as " The Man of sorrows;" you read of Him as
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"despised and rejected of men," "dumb," "pouring out His soul
unto death."
But we must hasten on, brethren; we have not time to go more fully
into this subject; we must speak now of the work of the Lord Jesus
Christ; and here we begin with an early prophecy. The germ of all
the prophecy concerning the work of the Lord Jesus, is that which we
have in the 12th chapter of the book of Genesis, where we have the
Lord's promise to Abraham, "In thee shall all families of the earth be
blessed." Now, mark how the opening out of that work has been
carried on; all the types pointed to it; the visions and appearances
of the Lord Jesus Christ, as recorded in the Old Testament, gave some
signification of it; and here was this prophecy standing as a light to
the Church in all ages. It is true that this precious stream of salvation
ran only within the banks of the Jewish nation for nearly two thousand
years; it is also true that it sometimes overflowed its banks a little,
to water some Gentile spirit-some Naaman, or some widow of Sarepta,
but it remained for the time to come when the middle wall of partition
should be broken down, when the banks were to be levelled, when that
river was to flow unto the most remote parts of the world, even that
time when it was to be said, " Look unto Me and be ye saved, all the
ends of the earth."
Mark how the Apostle argues this matter in the 3rd of Galatians.
He shows that this promise to Abraham, "In thy seed shall all the
nations of the earth be blessed," was a precious prophecy concerning
the Lord Jesus. Read his declaration, as we have it in New Testament
language-" The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen
through faith, preached before the Gospel unto Abraham." Where are
the men who tell us there is no doctrine in the Old Testament 1"Preached before the Gospel unto Abraham; saying, In thee shall all
nations of the earth be blessed. So, then, they which be of faith,
are blessed with faithful Abraham." If there is not doctrine there,
I do not know where it is. It sets before us the mighty truths which
were wrapped up in that germ of prophecy, as we called it---" In thee
shall all nations of the earth be blessed." The Apostle shows that
after that stream had spread far and wide beyond the banks of the
Jewish nation, it was to extend to the east, and to the west, and to the
north, and to the south, until an election should be gathered out from
the four corners of the earth, and be brought to "sit down with
Abraham, with Isaac, and with J acob in the kingdom of God."
Now, brethren, in speaking of the work of the Lord Jesus, oh, how
much is set before us in the Word! Not only does the Scripture
prophecy point out when He was to be born, as we have it in Genesis
xlix.-" The sceptre shall not depart from J udah, nor a lawgiver from
betw,een his feet, until Shiloh come." Not only does it point with
minuteness to the place where He was to be born, insomuch that when
He is born, and when all Jerusalem seems to be startled by the fact;
when the king sends for those who could give him better information
t.han he had himself, and when he asks them, Where Christ was to be
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born 1 these men, who had the Scriptures, could point to Micah v.
and could tell the king that it was there prophesied that Jesus should
be born" in Bethlehem of J udea "-1 say, not only does the Scripture
mark out, with all minuteness of delineation, the time and the place,
but the Scripture shows us why He was to do these things. Here
comes in this one purpose-this one great work, in which all these rays,
as we have before said, concentrate themselves. The Scripture
teaches llS that the birth, the life, the suffering, the death of the Lord
Jesus Christ-all this was the carrying out of the great purpose of
Jehovah. We are touching on prophecy all the way, brethren, though
we are not exactly quoting the words of Scripture.
In Psalm xl. the prophetic finger points to Jesus, and tells of what
Jesus said-" Lo, I come: in the volume of the book it is written of
Me; I delight to do Thy will, 0 My God; yea, Thy law is within My
heart." This is not my application of the passage; the Holy Ghost
by the Apostle, in Hebrews x., affixes it to Christ; and tells llS that
He was to come to do J ehovah'swill.
Now, am I not borne out by Scripture in saying, that it wa" the
great purpose of the Lord to save His Church 1 Let the Church be
trampled on by the world, that Church is a precious jewel in the hand
of the Lord. He has deposited it in the keeping of the Lord Jesus;
for it He died, for it He rose: His Church died with Him, His Church
has risen with Him; and His Church is now sitting in heavenly places
in Him~ternally safe and blessed in Him.
Compare the passages which we have already quoted from Psalm xl.
and Hebrews x., with the 5th chapter of St. John's Gospel, where the
Lord Jesus Christ says, "I seek not Mine own will, but the will of
the Father Which hath sent Me." And what was this will 1-" This
is the Father's will Which hath sent Me, that of all which He hath
given Me, I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the
last day." Blessed responsibility for poor sinners! He cannot lose
one of them. When the day comes that He is to appear again, every
one of His people shall pass under His rod. You, who understand
your Scriptures, you know what I mean. His shepherd rod-all
His sheep shall pass under that rod. They shall be all told outnumbered; not one shall be missing-not a hoof shall be left behind.
Take, again, another passage. Take the 10th verse of the 53rd of
Isaiah; there are two expressions in that verse which are most remarkable; one of them is this, " It pleased J ehovah to bruise Him;" and
take it in connection with the expression in the latter part of the same
verse, "The pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His hand." You
who look into the Scriptures critically and carefully, you know that
that means the delight of Jehovah, that which Jehovah's heart went
out after-the gathering in, and the glorifying of a Church in His
own beloved Son; and this delight of J ehovah must prosper in the
hand of J esllS.
Oh, the miserable systems which are abroad in the world! Men
talk of their own doings, their own strength; but what a blessed truth
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it is, that the pleasure of J ehovah, that which has been His delight
from all eternity, shall prosper in the hand of Him Who is the Son of
God and the Son of lI1an; it must prosper in His hand. And when you
are reminded, brethren, of the importance of laying stress upon the
person of Jesus Christ, think of what is said of Him in Isaiah liii., that
" The Lord hath laid upon Him the iniquity of us all." Then, what
an One He must be, to be able to bear up this load! Psalm Ixxxix.
tells us, that it is such a work that J ehovah spake in vision concerning
it, and said, " I have laid help upon One That is mighty."
We proceed, brethren, to say a word as to the offices sustained by
the Lord Jesus Christ. When we speak of the offices which He sustains,
and unto which He was anointed as the Christ, your own minds will
at once suggest the thought that the offices to which we allude are
those of Prophet, Priest, and King.
You remember the word spoken by lI10ses in Deut. xviii. 15: "The
Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee,
of thy brethren, like unto me, unto Him ye shall hearken." In the
7th chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, Stephen applies this to the
Lord Jesus Christ, of Wbom he was preaching at that time. Here, then,
we have the declaration of His being a Prophet. In Isaiah Ixi. you
find what was His work as a Prophet. When anybody asks you,
What was meant by His being a Prophet ~ say, that He was to preach
the Gospel. Look at the first verse of Isaiah !xi., "The Spirit of the
Lord God is upon lI1e, because the Lord hath anointed Me to preach
good tidings unto th~ meek; He hath sent lI1e to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the
prison to them that are bound, to proclaim the acceptable year of the
Lord." When our blessed Lord applies this prophecy to Himself
(Luke iv.), He says, " This day is this Scripture fulfilled in your ears."
He Who carried out the Gospel in His own blood·shedding on the cross
was Himself the preacher of the -Gospel to poor sinners. Who amongst
us is in want, in distress, in misery, let him hear that blessed word,
that Jesus came to do the whole work Himself. You will never know
that it is God's doing while you are looking to yourselves to do a part
of it; but when the child of God sees that the work from first to last
is the Lord's, then the soul is set at liberty.
We shall not say much upon the Priestly office of the Lord Jesus,
because we lately dwelt upon it at some length when we were speaking
upon the types. You remember upon that occasion we reminded you
of a passage in Psalm ex., which says, "Thou art a Priest for ever
after the order of Melchisedec." " He ever liveth to make intercession
for us." So that when men are groping, as it were, wondering whether
there can be an advocate with the Father, they should at once lay hold
on that great truth, that He as the great High Priest of His people,
"is able to save to the uttermost all that come unto God by Him,
seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them."
lI10reover, Jesus is a King; and here, look at Psalm ii., Psalm xlv., the
prophecy of Zechariah. Look through the whole of the Old Testament,
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and you will remark what we have often said, and which has startled
some, that much as the Old Testament tells us of the humiliation and
suffering of the Lord Jesus Christ, it tells us much more of the glory
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Psalm xlv. is rich, Psalm ii. is glorious in
their declarations of the kingdom of God.
We would just give you a few heads; we cannot dwell on them;
but they may, perhaps, furnish you with subjects for your profitable
consideration when you return to your homes.
Remember what are the different phases of the kingdom of God.
There is a kingdom within, which is "righteousness, and peace, and
joy in the Holy Ghost." The testimony of the Holy Ghost is concerning
Christ. It is not the office of the Holy Ghost to make you delighted
with yourselves, and with your own holiness. The Holy Ghost testifies
of Jesus, and if you have one streak of light, one spark of life in your
souls, it is by the Holy Ghost testifying to you of Jesus. If you have
one lineament of similarity to the mind of God, it is by the Spirit
testifying to you of Jesus; it is not by taking you, and mending you,
and fabricating you into some holy creature with which you shall be
delighted; but the Spirit draws up the soul to Christ, till it becomes
in some little measure a reflection of Him; the Spirit does not impart
any inherent holiness to the man, but the soul being brought near to
Christ reflects His image; and, therefore, becomes something like Him.
Here is the kingdom of grace.
There is also the kingdom of providence. What does Matthew xxviii.
tell us 1 "All power," says Jesus, "an power is given unto Me in
heaven and in earth." There is the kingdom of which we love to
think in relation to the Lord Jesus Christ. This is Old Testament
declaration: "The government shall be upon His shoulder."
Now, brethren, the Scripture takes us beyond this. We have been
talking to you of the fulfilment of prophecy; but we must remember
that prophecy also throws its light forward. The enemies of Christ
never thought what they were doing when they wrote upon the cross,
"Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews." Now what does Scripture
say concerning this kingdom 1 (Luke i. 32.) When He came into this
world, this was the declaration concerning Him : "He shall be great,
and shall be called the Son of the Highest, and the Lord God shall give
unto Him the throne of His father David." Therefore, He is not only
a King in grace and a King in providence, but He is the King of the
Jews, and He shall be manifested as King of the world. He is King
of the world-all things are in His hand, though men may seem to be
pulling strong against His government; but a day is coming when, as
Revelation xi. tells us, it shall be said, " The kingdoms of this world are
become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ." Think you that
it means that there shall be such a spread of evangelical truth that
men shall be going with their Bibles in their hands to tell people of
Christ 1 Oh, no! In that day, "Every knee shall bow, and every
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father."

606

The Gospel Magazine

These are blessed truths, brethren, and they lead us to another
precious prophecy (Dan. ii.). I know of nothing which more cheers
the heart of a man of God than in a day like the present, when everything seems out of joint, and when men are exalting human kingdoms
against the Lord-I say I know of nothing which more cheers the man
of God than to read Daniel ii., which tells us that when these kingdoms
shall become "like the chaff of the summer threshing-floors," then
shall that kingdom be set up of which there shall be "no end." So
that, to take another prophecy, as you have it in Isa. xxii., wh'm all
these things shall be brought to pass, "they shall hang upon Him
all the glory of His Father's house." " He shall be King of kings and
Lord of lords."
Oh, that the Spirit may put it into your hearts, and into my heart,
with such a glorious prospect before us, to say, " EVEN SO, COME, LORD
JESUS! "

"THE VOICE OF THE BIRD."
" The birds 01 the air have nests." -MATTHEW viii. 20.
(Concluded Irom page 540.)
BIRDS are also mentioned in connection with the first coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ and with His second coming. But first let us consider the old-age experience of Eccles. xii. 1-5. '¥hat a pathetic
picture, penned by the wisest of men, portraying the decay of nature
in old age. Even" the voice of the bird" startles the old man to
" rise up." "In the day when the keepers of the house shall tremble"
-the old man's legs totter and shake under him. "The strong men
shall bow themselves "-he is nearly bent double with sheer old age.
" Those that look out of the windows be darkened "-his eyesight has
utterly gone. "And the doors shall be shut in the streets "-his very
mouth refuses to open. "When the sound of the grinding is low",
" And the grinders cease because they are few "-his teeth are gone.
" And he shall rise up at the voice of the bird." How often an old
man starts up at some slight sound. Only the voice of a bird! But
his hearing is confused and imperfect; and "the daughters of music" who
used to charm him cause him no comfort now. They are" brought low"
in his estimation and he regards them with contemptuous scorn.
" And fears shall be in the way "-he has sundry" fears" all the while
where no danger is in reality. "And the grasshopper shall be a burden,
and desire shall fail." How intensely harrowing the whole description
is, and yet which of us cannot recall having seen all this in old age
many a time 1 A little thing-only a moving insect or a tiny" bird"
-has become "a burden," and he takes no interest in anything,
and cares about nothing; his" desire" has failed completely. "I
have no pleasure in them," is the language of his weary heart.
But the Lord meets His servant just here with His own personal
loving assurance, "Even to your old age I am He: and even to hoar
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hairs will I carry you: I have made, and I will bear; even I will carry,
and will deliver you" (Isa. xlvi. 4). He will never in old age" forsake
the work of His own hands." "For we are His workmanship, created
in Christ Jesus unto good works." Frequently the Lord is specially
present and specially precious to His aged saints. They have learned
much of Him and from Him by a long life's experience, and He
seems nearer to them as time goes on. And He will " lead on softly"
to the very end. Forlorn as to human help, forgotten and forsaken by
man they may be, but they will never be forgotten nor forsaken by Him.
With David they are enabled to say, "Surely goodness and mercy
shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of
the Lord for ever." The saints have an everlasting hope.
Let us next" consider the ravens." Jesus it was Who spoke these
words. The lesson then was on over-anxiety. "Why take ye thought"
----<>r, "live in careful suspense "-" God feedeth them; how much
more are ye better than the fowls? " (Luke xii. 24.)
" And He Who feeds the ravens
Will give His children bread."-Co1lJpe,..

He is indeed caring for us all the time; let us not usurp His prerogative
and care too_ His care is careful and needful, ours is r~stless and
useless. We remember another thing about the ravens: they were
the birds which fed Elijah. So not only does He feed them, but He
can make them feed man; for He said, "I have commanded the
ravens to feed thee there." Later, the same voice said, "I have
commanded a widow woman there to sustain thee" (1 Kings xvii. 9).
If there is no "woman" at hand to help, the Lord will make use of
His lesser creatures. They, too, can do His bidding and carry out His
purpose. He can use anything and anybody anywhere. When God
" commanded" the birds of the air, "the ravens brought him (Elijah)
bread and flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh in the evening."
If they desired to devour these delicacies themselves, they did not do
so. By some means they were taught their errand and enabled to
perform it. But afterwards "a widow woman there" could feed
Elijah. If we turn on to New Testament times, in John vi. 9 we are
told of " a lad here" called to accomplish a similar commission. And
there is no difference to-day. If the Lord needs "a widow woman
there" to do His work, we shall find her at her post; and if " a lad
here" is required, he will be at hand when the time comes. Remember,
whoever you are, "widow" or "lad." invalid or worker, missionary
at home or abroad, employer or employed, if you are willing to serve
the Lord and long to glorify Him, He can use you in whatever place
He needs you; be it "here," quite close, or " there," far off. "Only
be thou strong and very co.urageous "-strong through the in-dwelling
presence of His Spirit.
Redeeming love is radiantly revealed in connection with His first
coming, in Matt. viii. 20. "The birds of the air have nests," Jesus'
said to His disciples, "but the Son of man hath not where to lay His
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head." Marvellous, matchless, stupendous love! He allowed Himself
to be a helpless Babe and a homeless Wanderer for you and for me.
The Apostle Paul words it in his straightforward, graphic way, " For
ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though He was rich,
yet for your sakes He became poor, that ye through His poverty might
be rich" (2 Cor. viii. 9). What a volume in one verse! Oh, to show
forth" the riches of His grace" more fully in our daily life!
Let us turn to another passage in which we have a bird mentioned,
in connection with change and discipline. "As an eagle stirreth up
her nest, fluttereth over her young, spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh
them, beareth them on her wings: so the Lord alone did lead him "
(Deut. xxxii. 11, 12). The Lord often stirs up our " nest," perchance
from an unexpected quarter, or perchance at an unexpected time. No
matter which or how. We would not wish to choose. David would
not when he might have done so. "Choose thee" was the message
that the Lord sent to him (2 Sam. xxiv. 12-14). But the child of God
neither dares nor desires to decide on his discipline. David did not
" choose." He only pleaded, " Let me not fall into the hand of man."
He left it to the Lord to " choose" whether it were to be " famine"
or "pestilence," whether" three days" or "three years." ¥le too
may fully trust Him to send what is really best. "For His mercies
are great" is as true to-day as in David's time. Is He stirring thy
"nest" just now, dear Christian reader, and art thou sore perplexed,
cast down ~ He knows that it is best for thee, and has some special
love lesson to convey to thee. When" the Lord" does it, it must be
right. He wants to call thee nearer to Himself. He wants thy heart's
rest and thy heart's love. Were thy heart and thy rest in the home,
the "nest" ~ But this world is not our rest, though we are slow to
learn it! Yet the rest of the believer draws on apace. Even now we
rest in the Lord. But soon we shall rest by His coming. How
speedily and how suddenly He may call His Church to Himself; and
then we shall not care whether it was from this house or that. Let
us only see to it that we are ready-that is what matters.
Birds are used to give us a note of awful warning in connection with
.our Lord's second coming. In Matt. xxiv. 28 we are told, " Wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered together." These
are the birds of prey which feed on dead bodies. There will be a
" carcase" left behind when Christ comes, as well as a body taken.
Every living member of the body will be "taken." The dead church
will be left. "Thou hast a name to live, but art dead," is a very
solemn statement. There will be a "carcase," a dead church of
profession, a church of forms and ceremonies and ritual, a huge body
with much semblance of movement and energy, but nevertheless dead,
that will not be caught up to meet the Lord in the air when He comes.
The "eagles" are even now "gathering together" to feed on
it. Reader, do you belong to the ':ead church which professes Chriit
but does not possess Him; or do you belong to the living Church,
which possesses as well as professes Him ~ Make sure that you belong
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to the latter. Make sure that Christ is your own by faith before it
be too late. Then you will be ready when He comes. If you are
only a professor you are not ready. Settle it on your knees before
God. You must meet Him some day; you may meet Him to·day.
Are you ready?
Time fails us to dwell on other interesting Bible birds, with their
instructive lessons. We can just mention the dove of Gen. viii. 8, and
the dove of John i. 32; and the wilderness quails with their wonderful
underlying teaching. It is beneath the surface of the Scriptures 'that
the Spirit hides deep and marvellous things. "Hidden riches of
secret places" and "treasures of darkness" have to be sought for
out of sight and with the Spirit's spy·glass and microscope. "He
layeth up the depth in storehouses." We must go to the bottom of
the ocean to fathom the beauties found there. The Spirit reveals
them to those who search for and seek them by His light.
Our last thought in connection with the birds shall be one of pity
for, and sympathy with, the Jews-the Saviour's pathetic appeal as
recorded in Matt. xxiii. 37: "0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem , .. how
often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen
gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!" There
is a note of unmitigated sadness in it. The Jews were rejecting Jesus ;
alas! they reject Him still. Truly of the Jew it may be said, "Like
Noah's dove, he flits between rough seas and stormy skies." There is
no peace for him anywhere; either for" the sole of his foot" (Gen.
viii. 9), or for the soul of his being. Blinded spiritually, branded
socially, he cannot carry on his former formal .services and sacrifices;
he is an outcast nationally, exposed to the scorn and contempt of the
world. Can we refrain from pitying the Jew in his present state?
Let us "pray for the peace of Jerusalem." May the Spirit of God
speedily show to the nation that this Jesus Whom they crucified is
indeed their promised and longed·for Messiah.
" Lord, gather Thy chosen as chickens, and call them
To see Thee their Saviour, their Surety, their Strength;M€diator, Messiah, and Maker: enthral them I
Prolong Thou their peace, their prosperity at length.
To Thce make them turn with belief and contrition,
Oh I rend Thou the veil and amend their condition."
For only the Lord Himself can do it. And He tells us to appeal to
Him on their behalf (Ps. cxxii. 6). He can overcome the terribly
strong Jewish prejudices, where man utterly fails to do so. His
Word, sharper than any two·edged sword, has in many Jews run in
between the joints of the armour, and weakened for ever their unbelie£.
The veil of human armour has been suddenly torn away, and the man
stands stripped of his former J udaism. The Lord grant that His
purposes concerning His chosen Jewish people may soon be accom·
plished.
Brixton.
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
3'1

610

The Gospel Magazine
CARRIED THROUGH.

THE sixty-third chapter of Isaiah is very pathetic in its expressions.
The description of the redeeming Saviour Who trod the winepress
alone in His love and in His pity, and the assertion concerning His
intense interest in His people, are sublimely beautiful. "In all their
affliction He was afflicted," so strong was His sympathy. We recall
His question, "Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me?" and His
benediction on those who fed Him and gave Him drink, clothed Him,
visited Him in sickness and prison, in the persons of His dear people.
"In all their affliction He was afflicted" -al!. My reader, what
is thy affliction? Is it sickness? He is suffering with thee. Is it
reproach? He feels it keenly also. Is it spiritual depression, or
sorrow, or anxiety? He Who agonized in Gethsemane knows it all.
Is it bereavement? He wept at a graveside. " In all their affliction
He was afflicted," not only by experience, but by intense participation
with His children, by close union with them, and incorporation.
" In all their affliction He was afflicted," and then, what practical,
powerful relief-" The Angel of His presence saved them." His
presence! How potent and how protecting. "In His love and in
His pity He redeemed them." This is life indeed; everlasting life ;
redemption from sin, from death, from all evil. And more than that,
" He bare them." They were lifted above all that could injure. "And
carried them all the days of old." Then follows a very sorrowful
" but." "But they rebelled." After all the loving salvation and
redemption and carrying, they rebelled. vYe may well exclaim,
" What is man, that Thou art mindful of him?" Not only for his
insignificance, but for his trying rebellion and lack of faith. Yet He is
infinitely patient. He is mindful of him. He loved and will love him
to the end.
My purport, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, is to call your
attention, dear reader, more particularly to the carrying. The selfstrong and the self-confident resent the thought of it. They can
walk, they think, by their own efforts and perseverance. It is very
humbling to the nature of man to be entirely helpless, to need carrying,
to be unable to walk. But to the consciously weak and the sinful,
and the spiritually weak and sinful and weary, there are rest and
comfort and refreshment in the words, "He carried them all the days
of old." That is in the past-not only of people of olden times, but of
ourselves also. "Even to hoar hairs will I carry you: I have made,
and I will bear; even I will carry and will deliver you." This is for
the future-" Even I will carry." Oh! what sweetness and security
in this" even 1." The carrying is not entrusted to priests, or saints,
or angels, but He Himself is the Bearer. Think of all that is comprehended in those tenderly reassuring words, and be comforted indeed.
" It is I; be not afraid." " Even I will carry and will deliver you."
This takes away all self-effort. We are borne above the earth; carried
in the everlasting arms of love and salvation.
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" Carried them all the days of old," and will He not also carry you?
Has He not carried you? Look back, dear reader, and see how
wondrously He bridged the river of affliction and sin and despair, and
carried you over. Carried you by virtue of His life laid down. Carried
you through the storms out of the tempest, making the storm itself
a calm, and bringing you to the desired haven. You have suffered
the loss of money, of health, of dearly-loved ones; you have battled
with many conflicts, " fightings without and fears within;" you have
wrestled" ,gainst storm and wind and tide;" you have borne reproach
and opposition; but in whatever straits you have been placed, He
carried you through, and as it is expressed in Exodus xix. 4, "I bare
you on eagle's wings "-strong wings of love soaring upward and
sunward: upward to the glory, and sunward to the Sun of Righteousness Himself.
"Carried." Ah! what a blessing to know we are in safe keeping,
for we have no power to advance, no power to surmount obstacles
and dangers. But our weakness" taketh hold of His strength," thus
we are carried through and over all. He cheers us through the" little
while," compassing us about with songs of deliverance, daily loading
us with benefits, bearing us and carrying us triumphantly step by
step to the Home above, the prepared Home and welcome and joy.
How beautifully the beloved disciple describes in the Book of the
Revelation how he was carried away in the spirit into the wilderness
(Rev. xix. 3), by one of the seven angels, to see the scarlet-coloured
beast. And again, in Rev. xxi. 10, he was invited by one of the seven
angels to come, and he would show him the Bride, the Lamb's wife. '
He carried him away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and
showed him the great city, the holy Jerusalem, having the glory of
God. To see these wondrous glimpses into the future he was carried;
so through all the way of life with its many changes, He carries and
bears His beloved people-His Bride-and brings them Home with
rei oicing. He brings by a way they know not; they cannot see a
step before them, but He knows, and carries them by the right way.
" Christ's hold will not slacken till we're safe," safe in the shining city.
Ah! and even then the Bridegroom's hold will not slacken. He is
united by everlasting bonds. May we trust Him more fully, believe
in Him more implicitly, knowing that underneath are the everlasting
arms.

" He carried them all the days of old," the saints of past ages. He
carried our loved ones now in glory, and He i~ carrying us just the
same. As we think on the ruins of the past, seeing to some extent the
seas of suffering through which the Lord's people have been led; as
we read their precious legacies of writings, and behold how they have
wrestled and struggled and conquered through Him Who gave the
victory; as we view them carried safely through all, our heart's
questionings are stilled, and we know He will carry us as He
carried them. But more than this. His own word settles us. The
Spirit brings to remembrance His assurance, " Even I will carry," and
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that sweet short whisper, with its magnitude of loving protection,
comforts and sustains.
I dare say some of my readers have read of an incident, a very
simple one, which suggested some beautiful thoughts t,) a Christian
writer (Mrs. Snow). A tired woman was struggling up a hill in
Arbroatb, Scotland, carrying her little sleeping child, and when halfway up the hill, finding him too heavy, she wakened him and put him
down to walk the remaining part of the uphill path, saying, " Ye will
hae tae gang down noo, and walk yirse!." Poor wee tired laddie, it
was hard work for his wearied weak little limbs, but, the narrator
pointed out, " He will carry you through-not half way, nor half the
day, but through life, up the Hill Difficulty into the Celestial City."
Yes, our most gracious and most precious God and Saviour does
nothing by halves. His way is perfect; all His dealings are perfect,
and He "will perfect that which concerneth me" This is our stronghold, dear reader. He Himself is our all, through life and death and
eternity, through the pilgrim journey here, and up there in Immanuel's
Land.
NETTlE.
CHRIST'S SECOND COMING.
" Behold, He cometh with clouds."-REVELATION i. 7.
ONE of the things written in the Book of the Revelation of Jesus Christ,
is His Second Coming, and a blessing is pronounced on him "that
readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those
things which are written therein."
The First Coming of the Son of God in the flesh was a coming to make
good the things written concerning Him in the law and in the prophets;
to fulfil and give being to Jehovah's counsels of old, which are faithfulness and truth; to fulfil and ratify the counsel of peace which was
entered into between the Everlasting Father and the Everlasting Son,
with respect to an elect people, chosen from among men; to become
a Priest for ever after the order of Melchisedek; to offer unto God a
Sacrifice acceptable unto Him, once for all, for the sins of His people,
and then to reign until all His and their enemies-sin, Satan, death,
hell, and the grave-are made His footstool, that is, are absolutely and
for ever put under Him and His. Which things are all blessedly
declared and summed up in many of the Psalms, amongst others, the
twentieth, twenty-first, seventy-second, and hundred and tenth.
His First Coming was, in respect of outward manifestation, lowly
in the extreme, and attended with every element of humiliation-a
coming well expressed by the words: "He humbled Himself" (Phi!.
ii. 8). His First Coming was obscure, hidden, and, as He Himself
spoke of it, without observation. Few knew of it, and to these few it
had to be specially revealed by God lIimself. This was befitting the
wisdom of God in this mystery, and also Christ's Covenant character
as Jehovah's Servant in the Covenant of grace (Isa. xlii.).
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But His Second Coming is a coming that is to be altogether the
reverse of the first. It is to be a coming with power and great glory:
"The glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it
together." He shall come with His mighty angels. "Our God "J ehovah·Jesus-" shall come, and shall not keep silence: a fire shall
devour before Him, and it shall be very tempestuous round about Him."
This comiug shall for ever silence the wicked, for" the wicked shall be
silent in darkness," and the scoffers, of whom the Apostle Peter speaks,
shall be answered once for all.
The Holy Spirit gives His special testimony to this great event
through, amongst others, Enoch, David, Paul, and John, and it is well
worthy of our observation how much His first revelation of it through
Enoch coincides with that through John, notwithstanding the years
and events which intervened. Enoch said, " Behold, the Lord cometh
with ten thousands of His saints" (Jude 14); John said, "Behold,
He cometh with clouds."
This event is to take place in the end of the world, and in a time fixed
by God and known to Him alone. The certainty of it is assured in the
words, "For yet a little while, and He that shall come will come, and
will not tarry." Then shall be manifested salvation to His chosen,
vengeance to His enemies.
After He had fully accomplished the redemption of all the men His
Father gave Him out of the world, and was risen from the dead, and
was parted from the witnesses who went with Him as far as to Bethany,
He ascended on high, and a cloud received Him out of sight. But while
these witnesses gazed upon Him ascending on high to the throne of
majesty in the heavens, angels assured them that He should come
again in like manner as they had seen Him go into heaven; hence the
words, "Behold, He cometh with clouds." If we take these to be
literal clouds, they will be such as shall be altogether grand and glorious,
and befitting the wisdom, majesty, and power of Him Who is their
Almighty Creator. But if we consider the word "clouds" as used
metaphorically, the words of both Enoch the antediluvian and Isaiah
the Jewish prophet cast Scripture light upon this great event.
" Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of His saints." "Who
are these that fly as a cloud, and as the doves to their windows 1 " is
the sight presented to the prophet's view of God's elect, lost, ruined,
gnilty, needy sinners under the Gospel dispensation as quickened by
the Holy Spirit and as betaking themselves to the windows of His
grace.
"I love the windows of Thy grace,
Through which my Lord is seen;
And long to see the Saviour'S face
Without a glass between."-Dr. Waits.
As the wind carries along the clouds of the heavens, so everyone
born again of the Holy Spirit is borne along in the pathway of life, to
wa5t upon God in the ordinan ces of His house and to sit under the
sound of the everlasting Gospel-the Yea and Amen Gospel of the Son
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of God. These seek their meat from God, and their feeding-pastures
are the high mountains of Israel. They may be in their present
assemblies only two or three, but in their aggregate they are a great
cloud of witnesses.
" I beheld," said Daniel, "till the thrones were cast down, and the
Ancient of days did sit, Whose garment was white as snow, and the
hair of His head like the pure wool: His throne was like the fiery
flame, and His wheels as burning fire. A fiery stream issued and came
forth from before Him: thousand thousands ministered unto Him,
and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him: the judgment
was set, and the books were opened."
"In Thy fair book of life and grace,
Oh, may I find my name
Recorded in some humble place,
Beneath my Lord the Lamb."
As the Lord's favour manifested to His own waiting ones is as " a
cwoo of the latter rain," the saints may look for those times of refreshing
from His presence which make them, like Naphtali, "satisfied with
favour, and full with the blessing of the Lord."
"Behold, He cometh with clouds" may also be significant of the
state of the earth when He comes the second time, "without sin unto
salvation;" when many thick clouds of darkness and of confusion,
of error, wickedness, and folly, of infidelity and of popery, shall be
found. Even such a day as this present, so well described by the
prophet ZephMliah: "The great day of the Lord is near, it is near,
and hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day of the Lord: the mighty
man shall cry there bitterly. That day is a day of wrath, a day of
trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of cwuds and thick darkness" (Zeph. i.
14, 15)-a day in which we see a city in England one week inundated
with a flood of popish errors, the worship of the Virgin Mary, " a god
that cannot save "-and another week visited with a most striking
and manifest token of J ehovah's rebuke by "the great rain of His
strength." But the world does not see anything in these signs and
tokens, though the second chapter of the Second Epistle to the
Thessalonians so plainly depicts the' present condition of things. Let
us His children comfort each other in the words of John Newton :H

Under sorrows and xeproaches

May the thought our courage raise;
Swiftly God's great day approaches;
Sighs shall then be turned to praise."
Bir'kenhead.

G. A.

WHEN God is said to cover sin, He does so, not as one would cover a
sore with a plaster, thereby merely hiding it only; but He covers it
with a plaster that effectually cures and removes it altogether.Bellarmine.
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"UNTIL THE DAY BREAK AND THE SHADOWS FLEE
AWAY."
GOD-GIVEN THOUGHTS, COMING BY HIS SPffiIT, AFTER MUCH SOUL
TROUBLE AND DARKNESS OF MIND.

OH, weary earth, without my Lord,
Thou canst not one delight afford; .
All is a dreary wilderness,
A ceaseless longing of unrest.
Without His Presence, all is gloom,
Chilling and silent as the tomb,
A ceaseless round of sad decayOf changing tlllngs that pass away.

.-

Oh, earth, vain earth! what are thy joys
But passing shadows! empty toys!
This life is but a night of care
Wrapt in the clouds of dark despair.
But let my Morning Star arise,
And shed its lustre o'er my skies,
The dawn appears in radiant flush,
And morning breaks with gentle hush.
The birds awake with new delight,
And stretch their wings for eager flight,
Up to the fount of light they soar,
While sweetest songs of joy they pour.
Anon my glorious Sun is seen,
Rising with healing in His wing,
Scattering the mists of night away:
Once more 'tis New Creation's day.
My harp I from the willows take,
And bid love's thrilling notes awake,
While at my side a Form is seen,
Fairer than all the sons of men.
Oh, wondrous rest! oh, bliss Divine!
While thus I on His breast recline!
My soul is steeped with deep rich joy,
Free from the world and sin's alloy.
Fain would I languish into life,
And dwell for ever in His sight,
Drink from the ocean of His love
In that fair slllning land above.
EMMA DEVITT.
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THE UNFOLDED BIBLE.
By THE LATE VERY REV. HENRY LAW, M.A., DEAN OF GLOUCESTER."
" The Word 01 God u not boond."-2 TIMOTHY ii. 9.
MANY, and most humbling, are the proofs of human frailty. The
most sad, perhaps, is our disregard of common blessings. Possession
excites little praise; while privation calls for loud laments. This
feeling exists, alas! in the most holy and the most ungodly. The
stream which daily flows is scarcely marked: its interruption would
occasion amazement and alarm. How different will be the heavenly
Home! Common possession there will awaken universal praise.
While we acknowledge our common fault, it is a profitable exercise to
seek amendment. It is both wise and good to select a prominent
instance, and to deduce from it spiritual improvement. The Bible at
once presents a conspicuous example. How many hands hold it; how
often is it opened, but how imperfectly is its value realized!
We proceed, then, to establish that the Bible is indubitably the
richest treasure which the world contains. When we read in faith,
we feast on more than angels' food. If we should strive by similitude
to exhibit the value of this blessing, thought would fail,-the largest
intellect would be feeble for such effort.
Imagine the primeval darkness before the birth of light. It inadequately shows the chaos of a mind without God's Word. Conceive
the inevitable ignorance. Look to the firmament on high. From the
chambers of the east a glorious orb goes forth. As it strides forward
in majestic course it fills the world with light, and joy, and plenteousness.
When it descends into its western couch, the heavens are bespangled
with a glittering host. Look around upon creation's wonders. Mark
the mighty ocean in its expanse and depth, its storms and calins. View
the mountains, towering to the skies. Contemplate the plains, the
vales, the meadows, the gardens, the groves, the streams, replete with
beauty and animate with diverse life. Consider, too, the seasons as
they come and go with undeviating regularity, crowning the world
with gladness.
Let us now ask, Whence all this wonder? Who formed, who regulates, who sustains this framework of marvel and benevolence?
We look to natural reason for reply. The downcast head and
puzzled look betray ignorance. It may presume to hazard guesses;
but the conjectures only subject it to ridicule and scorn. We open the
Bible. At once a majestic sentence gives fnll intelligence: "In the
beginning God created the heaven and the earth." In subsequent
passages it states, concerning the Lord Jesus, that" All things were
made by Him; and without Him was not anything made that was
made." The same voice continues, "By Him were all things created
that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether
they be thrones, or dominions. or principalities, or powers, all things
were created by Him and for Him; and He is before all things, and
by Him all things consist." Here is common knowledge, too often
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undervalued. Let us bless God for it. The Bible alone confers it.
Without this Book we are in more than midnight darkness.
The Creator is thus revealed, and we see Him God over all, blessed
for evermore. Do we here seek to be enlightened with knowledge of
our God 1 The Bible vouchsafes the revelation. The truth is given.
In the Godhead there are Three Persons-----{)o-essential, co-equal,
commensurate in eternal being, co-ordinate in majesty and glory. A
marvel of marvels is here unveiled; a mystery is announced which no
angel can comprehend; which no unaided intellect could ever have
conceived. From the Bible we receive it. Let us bless God for the
imparted truth.
If we proceed to Providence, it shows a series of astounding events.
Doubtless there are super-abundant proofs that benevolence holds the
sceptre; but there are marks that disorder has wide sway. Nature
seems at times wrapt in confusion and dismay. Storms rage, hurricanes
sweep the earth, the thunder roars, the lightning flashes, the fabric
of the world quakes. Disease in countless forms seizes its painstruck
victims. The scythe of death does ceaseless work. Hearts are broken,
tears flow, the sigh is oft-times heard in the morning, "Would God it
were evening! " and in the evening, " Would God it were morning! "
War desolates the earth. The arm of man is lifted against his fellow.
Swords are red with blood. Cannon roar. Plains are strewed with
the wounded, the dying, and the dead.
Whence all this misery in a world the creation of a blessing God 1
Baflled reason sees the difficulty, but can give no interpretation. We
open the Bible, and we learn what nothing bnt the Bible conld disclose.
We read of the tempter and of his arts and power; how man fell, sin
entered, corruption dethroned purity, every thought became evil,
and that continually; and how enmity trod down the love of God.
Thus wrath was awakened. Vengeance bared his arm, and the sluices
of misery flew open. Here is the solution of the mystery; and with
the Bible in our hands we turn to sin and say, " We know the birthplace
of all evil."
Next, let anxious thought inquire,-Is there no remedy 1 We open
the Book again. A blessed revelation replies in a voice from heaven.
"ve are informed of recovery, restitution, redemption, reconciliation,
atonement, expiation, full pardon, of the loss far more than amended,
of Divine righteousness provided instead of creature obedience. Do
we seek clearer light on these amazing truths 1 Reason here can give
no aid. It is impotent to teach the source and method of Redemption's
scheme. Angels cannot dive into the depths of these glories. We
open our Bible. Full revelation is as an ocean of light. We read of
eternal love, the councils of peace, the Covenant of grace, the remedy
ordained before the foundation of the world. We gain full information
of Atonement-its origin, plan, and execution. Extinguish Bible light,
and what true knowledge have we of sin and its remedy, of the fall
and of recovery, of corruption and the seed incorruptible, of the curse
and_of the blessing, of hell and of heaven 1 Unaided reason may toss
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hopelessly on these billows, but it can reach no shore. It may rove
in a vast wilderness; but it can find no resting-place. It may wander
in a labyrinth, but can discover no escape. We refer to the Bible,
and all inquiry is satisfied. The voice of God is heard traversing its
pages and proclaiming salvation through the gift and work of God's
only-begotten Son. At sundry times and in divers manners the
wondrous work is depicted. Varied types, multiform emblems,
significant portraits of the Saviour are bright as in a mirror. Prophetic
announcements give a full-grown figure of the coming Saviour. In
the fulness of time the Antitype appears. Every prediction is fulfilled.
Every expectation is realized. The Holy Spirit, in His over-shadowing
power, constructs a tabernacle for the abode of Deity. A virgin conceives. Jesus is born. Could reason in all its vaunted efforts have
imagined an event like this? The Bible tells the story. Can we
adequately bless God and clasp it too tightly to our hearts?
A train of confirming miracles is added. Events appear which no
human forethought could have imagined. See the blessed Jesus on
the cross. Mark His rising from the dead. Follow Him ascending to
the heavens. Hear the triuinphant voices of attendant hosts. Listen
to the Father's welcome. Behold Him enthroned on the right hand of
the Majesty on high. Open the ears of faith to hear His never-failing
intercession. Ponder the blessings which continuously descend. Read
this mass of truth, which the Bible, and the Bible alone, reveals, and
again give thanks and praise.
The Book ceases not with these announcements. Glorious tidings
still iIIumine its pages. The same Jesus Who ascended up on high,
returns with clouds, and every eye shall see Him. Attendant angels
and the spirits of just men made perfect throng the train. The trumpet
sounds. The graves open. The dead in Christ rise first. The elect
are gathered from the four winds; they which are alive and remain
to the final day, are caught up to meet the Lord in the air, and are for
ever with Him. We read of the beauties and the glories of God's
reign; and closing words tell of the end, when Jesus shall deliver up
the kingdom to God, even the Father, that God may be all in all.
Such is a glimpse of the revelations of this blessed Book. All is
infinitely beyond what uninspired man could have discovered. Much
is above our reason; nothing is opposed to it. The verifying faculty
does homage while it confesses that it could not have approached in
imagination the outskirts of these truths. Shall we not then from our
inmost souls bless God for this thrice precious Book, and rank it above
all earthly wealth 1 Shall we not rejoice in it as in God holding converse with us 1
Put all the learning of the world into one scale, and the Bible into
the other, it infinitely outweighs the accumulated mass. Thus men
of the mightiest genius, such as Newton and Locke, have prized it as a
heaven-born treasure. In every age it has been brought to the bar
of trial. The verdict has always been,-It is indubitably from heaven.
The history-the poetry-the inimitable recital&-have placed it on a
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pinnacle which earth-born powers could never reach. Statesmen have
found in it the best maxims of government. The greatest of conquerors
carried it in his baggage. The most eloquent of orators sought to
kindle his fire in its pages. An eminent archbishop receiving it as a
parting gift, exclaimed" All I am as man, as minister, as author, I
owe to this blessed Book!" Wise was the counsel of an aged saint
to a young preacher: "Study well your Bible. You will find all your
sermons written in it." It is the Spirit's conquering sword. Jesus
quoted, and Satan fled. The Saviour's whole career was according
to the Word. He died with it upon His lips. How many of His
followers have done the same!
As the sun is seen by its own light, so the Bible's origin is proved
by its communings with the heart. It reads the inner movements,
hidden from all but the eye of God. Apart from the Bible, what
knowledge have we of the nature, power, and victories of prayer. ?
If we approach the sages and oracles of the heathen world, and ask,
Will God indeed hear and give answer? the reply is, or rather the
guesses are, vague, contradictory, unsatisfactory, ·confused. The Bible
speaks, and shows God on His mercy-seat, more willing to hear than
we to pray, and ready to give more than we can ask or think. The
glorious promise sounds aloud, " Ask, and ye shall have."
Countless instances crowd to attest the truth. At the voice of
prayer the heavenly orbs have paused in their course. The waters of
the sea have opened a dry path. The heavens have withheld the
necessary rain, a\ld again have poured down their floods. Armies
have been driven back. Camps have been strewed with slain. Prison
doors have flown open, and chains have fallen from captive hands.
An earthquake has shaken massive walls. Other instances might be
added to show that prayer moves the Hand that rules the world.
It has been well said, "The Bible might be styled, The Exploits of
Prayer." Its every promise may be taken by the prayer of faith to
the Throne of Grace, and shall be fully redeemed.
Show me the man who is most conversant with its contents, and I
will show you the wisest man on earth. For in Christ, the main subject,
are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. He is the wisdom
of God unto salvation. Show me the man who makes it his constant
study, and I will show you the happiest man on earth, living at the
very gates of heaven. David exclaims, "Oh! how love I Thy law!
it is my meditation all the day." He is the blessed man whose" delight
is in the law of the Lord," and who meditates in it day and night.
Show me the man who is ever feasting on this heaven-sent manna,
and I will show you the holiest man on earth. It is the prayer of Jesus,
" Sanctify them through Thy truth; Thy Word is truth." It is the
assurance of Jesus, "Now ye are clean, through the Word which I
have spoken unto you." Show me the man who dares to disparage
this Word, and I will show you the veriest driveller, the most blinded
dullard, the most conceited trifler in the school of ignorance.
This is the Book-so grand, so glorious, so sublime, the very voice
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of God, the teaching of the Holy Spirit-but alas! so often disregarded
because it is within all men's reach. Surely it is wise exhortation.
Let it be the delight of our lives, and the inmate of our hearts. In
the lowliest cottage it is the highest wisdom. In the halls of literature
it is the loftiest eminence. The peasant reads; and by the Spirit's
teaching learns to be a king and a priest unto God. The monarch
reads, and he sees a crown of glory which fadeth not away.
While we bless the Triune Jehovah for salvation decreed and accomplished, let us add blessings for this Book of Life. Let the gracious
gift be the theme of common thanksgiving, and the guide of common
.
thanksgiving.
While our hearts swell with daily thanks to God for the precious
volume, shall we fail to intermingle praises for the work of the
Reformers! To each of them thanks are due for the Word of God in
the language of their country. Before their light shone forth the Bible
was locked up in the prison-house of a dead tongue. Now it is accessible
to every reader from the highest to the lowest grade.
Who can measure the oceans of delight and saving knowledge which
have been thus widely spread. The monarch has read and has longed
for the crown of life and glory. The poor man has read, and has
realized the heirdom of treasure incoITuptible---undefiled-and that
fadeth not away. The feet of the young have been guided into the
naITOW way of life---tottering old age has been supported by a staff
strong as the everlasting hills. Tears have been wiped from weeping
eyes-groans of suffering have melted into songs of praise-tormenting
passions have been lulled to rest-boisterous lusts have become calm
in heavenly purity.
But beyond all the truth of God-of heaven---salvation has gone
forth conquering throughout the world. Popery has received its
death wound. It still may send envenomed shafts; but it never can
again prevail. The Bible shows its open page: the benighted enemy
quails. At every turn it is met by the all-conquering word, "It is
written." The Adversary flees. The Believer cries unto his God,
" Do as Thou hast said," and anti-Christian superstition is levelled to
the dust. Glory be to God in the Highest for this precious gift, and
glory evermore that the Reformers have unlocked the prison-house
of an unknown tongue, and presented the unfolded pages to readers
of every creed.
ENDURING.
" Behold, we count them happy which end1tre. "-J AMES v.

n.

IT must have been one of David's bitter moments when, addressing
Abiathar, he lamented, " I have occasioned the death of all the persons
of thy father's house." He could see, in his friend's sorrow, the immediate fruit of his own doings when he fled from Saul and told Ahimelech
that he was on the king's business. And now the thing that he feared
had come upon him, and the hatred of Doeg, the descendant of Esau,
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flourished in the blood of the sons of Levi (1 Sam. xxi; xxii.). But
David knew that the triumplllng of the wicked is short. He might,
if the Holy Spirit Who never was taken away from him, so led, spend
(not waste) his sanctified hours in sorrowful regrets that on his account
his friend was bereaved; but his God raised him again into the comfort
of His saving strength, a.nd he, planted (to use his own inspired language)
" as a tree by the river," could see the wickedness of the Edomite and
"laugh at him," knowing that God would "pluck him out of his
dwelling and root him out of the land of the living" (Ps. lii). "But
I," he could add, " am like a green olive tree in the house of God: I
trust in the mercy of God for ever and ever. I will praise Thee for
ever, because Thou hast done it: and I will wait on Thy Name; for
it is good before Thy saints." Good before His saints is His Covenant
Name Who named Himself" Love," and spared noe His own Son, but
put Him to grief, delivered Him to death although He loved Him,
that His children, profitless and bent on backsliding, might never
know the sword of sin-avenging justice. And now to each He says,
as a dying David never could, even with Divine and resistless authority,
" Abide thou with Me, fear not: for he that seeketh My life seeketh
thy life: but with Me thou shalt be in safeguard."
Safeguarded by Him Whose mercy endureth for ever, Whose goodness endureth yet daily, the children of God thrive more or less in that
love which" beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things,
endureth all tlllngs." They are kind one to another, carrying to a
throne of grace burdens which at times press more than their own.
And the weight would be more than they are able to bear if it were
not that the God of hope has their hearts and minds in His own keeping.
He fixes their anchor in an immovable Rock, and they" hope all that
heaven has good." Looking back, they believe that all leadings have
been of Him; looking forward, they believe that yet all things shall
work together for their good. And as the Revealer of Jesus is pleased
in patient mercy to open their understandings, they learn to believe
all that has been spoken of the deep necessity and preciousness of a
Saviour Christ. But it is not learned at once; it is "line upon line,
line upon line, precept upon precept, precept upon precept." A God
of redemption sees the end, and, the love of Christ restraining, those
who have been made partakers of it cannot but" endure all things."
What a variety of trials is enumerated as among the" all things" by
the Lord, that we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures
might have hope.
How great a cloud of witnesses has gone before to testify to the
sustaining and performing power of the God of their strength. There
was Abraham, who patiently endured for twenty years before he
obtained the promise. There was Moses, who endured the wrath of
Pharaoh, and, realizing the power of One unseen, chose to suffer
affliction with the people of God. There was Mordecai, who sat at the
king's gate and said notlllng until the time that his word came. There'
was Lazarus, not the last to grow old in physical weakness and poverty.
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But-" I will patiently abide alway" is their Spirit-given resolve
who are known of God. His mercy holds out for ever; His goodness
lasts yet daily, and so His people are able to "endure hardness" at
the hands of the world, or, worse, at the hands of one another; they
"endure afllictions"; they" endure all things." They endure the
dragging about of a" body of sin and death" ; they endure themselves,
although they know (in growing degree) that in them, that is, in
their flesh, "dwelleth no good thing" ; they endure while they hate
the constant risings of pride and self-sufficiency; they endure the
warfare which, it is an uuspeakable mercy to know, is carried
on in the inward part of those only to whom God has a favour. He,
their Emmanuel, endured not only the cross for them, but the" contradiction of sinners against Himself" with them. Let them then
be content, with stablished hearts, to hope to the end for the grace that
is to be brought to them. Let them, while they endure the chastening
of the Lord manifested in temporal trial, endure also the chastening
peculiar to those who find a law in their members warring, who would
not do the evil which yet they do. He knows their groallings and
" has respect uuto them," while in minor key they sing :But if Thou hast appointed me still
To wrestle and suffer aud fight,
Oh I make me resigned to Thy will,
For all Thy appointments are right.
H

This mercy, at least, I entreat,
That, knowing how vile I have been,
I, with Mary, may wait at Thy feet
And weep o'er the pardon of sin,"

But there is -a building up as well as a pulling down, and a sweet
comprehensiveness in God's" all" to a Covenant and a seeking people.
All will come to pass of promised goodness to ':them; "all His paths
are mercy and truth"; all His ways are right; all His saints are in
His hand; ',all sit down at His feet, and all will get safe to land.
FOLLOWER-ON.

THOUGHTS ON FELLOWSHIP.
By THE LATE REV. CHARLES HARGROVE, M.A.
" That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also
may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the
Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ. And these things write
we unto you, that your joy may be full."-l JOHN i. 3, 4.
IT will be obvious to any carefulireader of the Scriptures, the resemblance
that exists between the opening of the Gospel of John and his first
Epistle, but there is contrast as well as resemblance. The Gospel
speaks of the Word before incarnation, the Epistle of the same Word
having become incarnate; the Gospel tells us that" the Word was
with God and was God," teaching us the perfect identity, the oneness
in the Godhead, and yet the diversity and distinctness in the persons;

'.
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the Epistle tells us of the Word of life being manifested so as to have
been heard, seen, observed, and handled by the Apostle.
In the one we have the Word with God, in the other the same blessed
Word with man, and therefore in the Gospel it is the Word "in the
beginning" when God first went forth in creation power as Gen. i.,
and so being" in the beginning" He did not then begin to be (see Prov.
viii. 22, 23), but in the Epistle it is " that which was from the beginning,"
referring us not to His essential Godhead, but to the manifestation
in the flesh of that essential Godhead, John i. 14. It is not" from the
beginning" of creation; no, for that would not be true, He was not
manifest in the flesh from the beginning of creation, but from the
beginning of the dispensation, or the Gospel as Mark i. 1, or rather of
His appearing in the flesh, as Luke i. 2. The word" beginning" will
take its distinctive meaning from its connection, so we read of the
beginning of the world, of the Gospel, of sorrows, etc., and we see
various uses of it in this Epistle, chap. ii. 7, 13, 24; iii. 8, 11.
Now each truth presented to us, that in the opening of the Gospel
and that in the Epistle, is of vast importance. If the Word was not
true andvery God according to the Gospel, then there is no atonement
for sin, and our case is hopeless; no created being however high would
be suflicient for so mighty a work; but if again, the Word in His all·
sufliciency was not manifested, how could there be atonement, or how
could we know anything of Him, or have any ground of peace or joy
or pardon of our sins? Thus we see our need of the very God, and that
God should manifest Himself for us.
All manifestation of God is in the Person of the Son, and hence it
maybe that title "the Word" is given to Him. In this Epistle we
have very much of manifestation, and we learn the importance of it.
The original word occurs nine times in the Epistle; in chap. iii., verses
5 and 8, we see the value of it, "He was manifested to take away our
sins," and again, "the Son of God was manifested, that He might
destroy the works of the devil." In chap. iv. 8 we find the most
blessed truth "God is Love," but what value is the love to us if it
be not manifested? Therefore in verse 9 we find the manifestation
of it in the only-begotten Son and our life through Him, and so as
touching our hope we read in chap. iii. 2 that" when He shall be manifested we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is:' There
may be a large sum of money 'lying to one's credit in the bank while
he is all the time in want and wretchedness, he does not know of it,
and so he is nothing the better of it; in like manner though God is
love and in His heart of love there be everything that our souls can
want, yet what avails it to us if it be not manifested, if we do not
know it.
Now the Apostles were witnesses of the manifestation of the Son of
God, or of God's love in the gift of His Son; they knew and felt its
preciousness, and in the unselfishness of love they went forth to declare
to others, not some cunningly-devised fable, no, but \vhat they heard·
and saw and observed and handled of " the Word of life," and this it
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is that makes the New Testament so precious to the saints; it is their
testimony to Jesus, it is the Spirit's testimony, for" they spake as
they were moved by the Holy Ghost."
But what was the object of this manifestation to them, and of their
declaration of it to us 1 John tells us, " That ye also may have fellowship with us." But again, what is the great value of fellowship with
the Apostles, men encompassed with like infirmities as ourselves 1
If fellowship goes no farther than this, it is but a poor thing after all.
The Apostle speedily settles this difficulty, "Truly our fellowship is
with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ."
Thus have we traced our way to this most blessed subject on which
we would dwell a little. In order to this was the God-manifestation,
and in order to this were the Apostles raised up, endowed of the Holy
Ghost and sent forth to declare it, and to effect this we need the same
Holy Spirit with us, bringing our minds into subjection to God, and
raising us out of sin and self into Jesus. It is indeed His own holy
and blessed work, it is fellowship with the Father and the Son, it is
the fellowship of the I!(:lly Ghost.
May our souls prove it more! It will ever be unto our holiness
and happiness and to God's glory; and oh, how blessed that these
should meet together, that where we can rest in full joy, God should
find His glory! How it opens His love to us !
To proceed somewhat orderly, we shall first consider-what is this
Fellowship 1
Fellowship means companionship, partnership, a joint participation
in anything. In the fifth chapter of St. Luke's Gospel we find that
John and James were partners with Simon (verse 10), they had partnership or fellowship in their boats, and fishing-nets, etc.; in the first
chapter of the Epistle to the Philippians we find that the Apostle
had fellowship with them in the grace of the Gospel (verses 5-7); in
the tenth chapter of the first Epistle to the Corinthians, verse 20, he
warns them against fellowship with devils, any participation in things
offered to devils, and in Rev. xviii. 4, we find the call to God's people
to come out of Babylon, " Come out of her, My people, that ye be not
participators of her sins," that is, have no fellowship with her; a call
surely that the servants of God should echo long and loudly in the
present day. Now from these passages we have the simple meaning
of the word, and simple it is, but wondrously deep in blessing when
the saint comes to prove it with God.
You see that by itself it has nothing of value in it; indeed, like faith
it cannot exist of itself, it must have an object, and it derives all its
value from the object with which we are allied; it is good or evil according as that with which we are allied is good or evil. If a poor one is
taken into partnership with a rich man, he becomes rich; if with a
pauper, he only becomes poorer; if I have communion with God, it
is full blessing, if with His dear people, still it is blessing, for their
co=union is with Him, but if with the world, the devil, it is only evil.
Our fellowship, our partnership is with the Father and with His
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Son Jesus Christ; by nature our fellowship is with sin and Satan.
Many little suspect it, the truth probably is hid from them under the
garb of a moral life, yet sin and self and Satan have a close partnership,
much unhallowed fellowship between them. Now God calls us into
fellowship with His Son Jesus Christ (1 Cor. i. 9), and so with Himself,
and this is the wondrous mystery of the Gospel, our calling to be partakers with Jesus, and in the truth of this partnership, to show us how
real it is, He takes our very nature and the sins of that nature and the
punishment due to those sins on Himself (1 Pet. ii. 24, iii. 18; Gal. iii.
10,13, iv. 4), and imparts to us His nature (2 Pet. i. iv.), and the pardon
of sins, and exemption from their punishment. He finds us all defiled,
and so provides for us and partakes with us, that it becomes our blessed
privilege to say in the sense of the fellowship into which we are called,
" This is our Beloved and this is our Friend-the Lord our Righteousness."
And hence we may see in the second place, that this fellowship is
the source of all our blessedness.
In that passage of the Epistle to the Corinthians to which I referred
(chap. i. 9), we find that this fellowship is the Christian's calling, and
that it rests on the very faithfulness of God-what a foundation to
have our blessings resting on! Now observe, it is not merely that we
are called to pardon, or peace, or holiness, or glory, this is all true,
but we are called to something infinitely higher, even to fellowship
with the Father and His Son Jesus Christ-God is above His blessings,
and we ought to look more at Him than at them. But look farther
on into the chapter and see what we have in the thirteenth verse
consequent upon this fellowship, " Ye are in Christ Jesus Who of God
is made unto us wisdom and righteousness (or justification) and sanctification and redemption," and wherefore all this 1 Because all this is
in Him, and we are called into fellowship with Him, and so it is, dear
brethren in the Lord, all that is in Jesns is opened to us in fellowship.
His God is our God, His Father our Father (John xx. 17), His peace our
peace (John xiv. 27), His grace our grace (2 Cor. xii. 9), His abode our
abode (John xiv. 2, 3; Eph. ii. 6), our acceptance, forgiveness, and
redemption are all in Him (Eph. i. 6, 7), and in Him we are complete,
thoroughly furnished out of His fulness (Col. ii. 10). The Father
and the Son abide with His obedient people (J.ohn xiv. 23), and by
and by they will be partners of His throne, associated with Him in .
the judgment and the glory (Rev. iii. 21; Dan. vii.; 1 Cor. vi. 2). Now
is not this wonderful! Yes, but not more wonderful than true, we have
God's word for it all, and faith neither knows nor desires a better
security. In the full consciousness of this John says, "These things
write we unto you that your joy may be full." Yes, it is full joy; realize
this fellowship aud you realize full joy, there may be more or less of
fellowship, and so more or less of joy, but nothing can add to the
joy of fellowship, indeed the joy of heaven seems to be only the joy
of fellowship realized, fulfilled, and without any interruption, and
this we may gather from the sixteenth Psalm, verse 11, " Thou wilt
show me the path of life," the path from the grave to the presence of
4°
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God, and then He says-{)ur Lord Himself is the speaker, as Peter
shows in Acts 11., "In Thy presence is fulness of joy," yes, there
is fulness of joy in God's presence-" These things write we
unto you, that your joy may be full." In fellowship we have His
presence, His presence in spirit. Faith sees Him and knows the
light of His countenance, then we have victory over every enemy,
the world, the flesh, and the devil, over earthly joys and earthly
sorrows, nothing is too great for fellowship, nothing can overcome us
in fellowship, we are conquerors over every difficulty, for we staud in
God's strength. Oh, how blessed is this fellowship. What a heaven
upon earth, this resting in Jesus, this walking, communing, counselling
with Him, as a man with his familiar friend, this going up through the
wilderness leaning on Him, this casting over on Him every rising care
and sorrow, this conscious presence of the Lord, "'Whom," as one says,
and many a one, " it is death to my soul to miss !" How blessed is this
communion, but ah, how sadly hindered by the world without and all
that is within us, by the pride and folly, and fleshly appetites, and the
devil making the most of them all !
And now some may be ready to ask how we can attain to this blessed
fellowship, and this we shall consider accordinglyIt is attained simply in the way of faith. What God reveals faith
receives, and everything that helps faith helps fellowship. Prayer,
the Word, meditation on it, watchfulness, are all helps to faith and so
helps to fellowship, for it is a thing of faith. God tells us of His love in
Jesus, of His having removed sin out of the way of our friendship,
. and now He deals with us in Jesus and calls us into fellowship with
Him, and faith responds to the call. It is not a question of merit
or of worthiness, except indeed it be of Christ's merit and worthiness;
if you are truly a believer, then fellowship is your calling and your
portion, though you may not realize it; nothing of your own can
entitle you to it, but many things may hinder it, you cannot have a
higher title than Christ's blood, it is the purchase of that blood; you
cannot have a stronger assurance than God's Word, it is the declaration
of that word, faith rests here, and as it does, fellowship is enjoyed.
Believe God, believe that He means what He says when He calls you
into fellowship, enter in by faith to the blessing, put out the arms of
faith and embrace what He gives you, don't stand fearing or doubting,
you will get nothing by this; don't be looking into yourself for a title,
but look at the cross; fix your eye, the eye of faith, steadfastly there,
and understand the meaning of all the suffering and sorrow, that it
was to put \lway sin, to raise us out of sin into fellowship with God;
and if you take your eye off the cross, then let it be to look to the right
hand of God, where Jesus is gone up "to appear in the presence of
God for us "; and if again you would shift your eye, and rest it on
something else, then let it turn to that day of glory when He shall
leave the Father's right hand and come fOIth to the everlasting joy
of His people, to their full perfected and unhindered fellowship, when
we shall be like Him and be with Him and see Him as He is. This is
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calling, brethren beloved, let us enjoy it to the glory of God. He is
glorified when we enjoy OUI blessings.
But though there is no title in us to fellowship, yet are there many
things that hinder it, and this we would now consider for a little.
As everything that helps faith helps fellowship, so everything that
hinders faith hinders fellowship. Oh, it is a tender plant, easily blighted
by the chilling ways of this evil world, and that needs constant care
to maintain it in health. It needs, dear brethren, a watchfnl prayerfnl
course to live in this holy happy fellowship, and after all yOUI prayer
and watchfnlness, be watchful again that you look not for it as the
reward of the means you use. No, it is all of the Lord, but I must
walk in His way to enjoy it, not in my own, and this is the use and value
of means. The light is in the sun, not in me, but if I would enjoy the
light of the sun, I must come where it shineth, and not abide in darkness;
this is the use of means. Now as everything that comes between us
and the sun more or less hinders his light, so everything that comes
between us and God hinders the blessed light of His countenance.
Self-will is a terrible hinderer, so are self·indulgence, pride, covetousness,
and worldliness; defective knowledge of God's mind is a great hinderer,
it hinders us from seeing His dealings with us in love, and the freeness
and fulness of His acceptance of us and OUI pardon in Christ. In short,
everything that weakens faith hinders communion, for so we lose sight
of Christ, and so does everything that ministers to the flesh, for so we
are looking off Christ for our joy to something else. Oh, it needs a
watchful COUIse to walk in the light and joy of fellowship amid the
darkness of this world. It is walking with God as Enoch, it is walking
be/ore God as Abraham, it is the having one's heart and affections
above, while the body is down here; and do not fear, as one will be
ready to suggest, that this will unfit you for the active duties of life.
No, but on the contrary a Christian can never safely enter on these
duties but in fellowship. The tendency of our daily duties and occupations in the world is, I allow, to hinder our communion with God.
It is the tendency of all around us, but enter on duty in fellowship,
continue it in fellowship with yOUI heart lifted up to Him, and in yOUI
busiest occupation you will find Him a present help to sustain you
and' carry you through temptations when others make shipwreck.
Fellowship indeed will unfit us for everything that is contrary to God's
mind, and herein it will often be a test of what is right or wrong-Can
I do this thing with God? But it will not unfit us for what is proper
and righteous, nay, it is the true SOUIce of OUI power to conduct OUIselves becomingly amid all the weakness and hindrances within and
without, for it is full joy, and as Nehemiah tells us (chap. viii. 10),
" The joy of the Lord is your strength." What duty or service may
I not enter on with this, what enemy or temptation may I not
encounter! It is consciousness, I say, and we ought to be conscious
of OUI blessings; if not, we lose the comfort of them. Our peace is in
conscious acceptance,oUI strength in conscious fellowship-" These things
have I written unto you . . . that ye may know that ye have eternal life."

OUI
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TEMPTATION.

FROM A LE'ITER BY THE REV. JOHN NEWTON, RECTOR
ST. MARY WOOLNOTH, LONDON: 1805.

OF

THE temptations of Satan (which though not the most painful, are
in reality the most dangerous) do not directly belong to my present
design. I mean those, by which he is too successful in drawing many
professors from the path of duty, in filling them with spiritual pride,
or lulling them into carnal security. In these attempts he is often
most powerful and prevalent when he is least perceived: he seldom
distresses those whom he can deceive. It is chiefly when these
endeavours fail, that he fights against the peace of the soul. He
hates the Lord's people, grudges them all their privileges and all their
comforts, and will do what he can to disquiet them, because he cannot
prevail against them. And though the Lord sets such bounds to his
rage as he cannot pass, and limits him both as to manner and time,
He is often pleased to suffer him to discover his malice to a considerable
degree; not to gratify Satan, but to humble and prove them; to
show them what is in their hearts, to make them truly sensible of their
immediate and absolute dependence upon Himself, and to quicken
them to watchfulness and prayer. Though temptations, in their own
nature, are grievous and dreadful, yet when, by the grace of God,
they are productive of these effects, they deserve to be numbered
among the" all things" which are appointed to " work together" for
the good of those who love Him. The light carriage, vain confidence,
and woeful backslidings of many professors, might, perhaps, (speaking
after the manner of men) have been in some measure prevented, had
they been more acquainted with this spiritual warfare, and had they
drunk of the cup of temptation, which but few of those who wallr
humbly and uprightly are exempted from tasting of, though not all
in the same degree. One gracious end, therefore, that the Lord has
in permitting His people to be tempted, is for the prevention of greater
evils, that they may not grow proud or careless, or be ensnared by the
corrupt custOIllB of the world. In this view, I doubt not, however
burdensome your trials may at some seasons prove, you are enabled,
by your composed judgment, to rejoice in them, and be thankful for
them. You know what you suffer now; but you know not what
might have been the consequence, if you had never smarted by the
fiery darts of the wicked one. You might have been taken in a more
fatal snare, and been numbered with those who, by their grievous
declensions and falls, have caused the ways of truth to be evil
spoken of.
Another design is, for the manifestation of His power, and wisdom,
and grace, in supporting the soul under such pressures as are evidently
beyond its own strength to sustain. A bush on fire, and not consumed,
engaged the attention of Moses. This emblem is generally applicable
to the state of a Christian in the present life, but never more 80 than
when he is in the fire of temptation. And though his heaviest sufferings
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of this kind are usually hidden from the notice of his fellow-creatures,
yet there are other eyes always upon him. "We are," says the
Apostle, " a spectacle to the world;" not only to men, but to angels
also. Many things probably pass in the invisible state, in which we
have a nearer concernment than we are ordinarily aware of. The
beginning of the book of Job throws some light upon this point, and
informs us (of which we should have been otherwise totally ignorant)
of the true cause of his unco=on sufferings. Satan had challenged
him, charged him as a hypocrite, and thought he was able to prove
him one, if he could have permission to attack him. The Lord, for
the vindication of Job's integrity, and for the manifestation of His
own faithfulness and power in favour of His servant, was pleased to
give Satan leave to try what he could do. The experiment answered
many good purposes; Job was humbled, yet approved; his friends
were instructed; Satan was confuted, and disappointed; and the
wisdom and mercy of the Lord, in His darkest dispensations towards
His people, were gloriously illustrated. This contest, and the event,
were recorded for the direction and encouragement of His Church to
the end of time. Satan's malice is not abated; and though he has
met with millions of disappointments, he still, like Goliath of old,
defies the armies of God's Israel; he challenges the stoutest and
" desires to have them that he may sift them as wheat." Indeed, he
is far an overmatch for them, considered as in themselves: but though
they are weak, their Redeemer is mighty and they are for ever secured
by His love and intercession. "The Lord knoweth them that are
His," and no weapon formed against .them can" prosper." That this
may appear with the fullest evidence, Satan is allowed to assault them.
We handle vessels of glass or chiria with caution, and endeavour to
preserve them from falls and blows, because we know they are easily
broken. But if a man had the art of making glass malleable, and,
like iron, capable of bearing the stroke of a hammer without breaking,
it is probable, that, instead of locking it carefully up, he would rather,
for the commendation of his skill, permit many to attempt to break
it, when he knew their attempts would be in vain. Believers are
compared to earthen vessels, liable in themselves to be destroyed by
a small blow; but they are so strengthened and tempered by the
power and supply of Divine grace, that the fiercest efforts of their
fiercest enemies against them may be compared to the dashing of
waves against a rock. And that this may be known and noticed,
they are exposed to many trials; but the united and repeated assaults
of the men of the world and the powers of darkness, afford but the
more incontestable demonstration, that the Lord is with them of a
truth, and that His strength is made perfect in their weakness. Surely
this thought will afford you consolation; and you will be content
to suffer, if God may be glorified by you, and in you.
Further, by enduring temptation, you, as a living member of the
body of Christ, have the honour of being conformed to your Head.
He suffered, being tempted: and because He loves you, He calls you
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to a participation of His sufferings, and to taste of His cup; not the
cup of the wrath of God: this He drank alone, and He drank it all.
But in affliction He allows His people to have fellowship with Him;
thus they fill up the measure of His sufferings, and can say, As He was,
so are we in the world. Marvel not that the world hates you, neither
marvel that Satan rages against you. Should not the disciple be as
his Lord 1 Can the servant expect or desire peace from the avowed
enemies of his Master 1 We are to follow His steps; and can we
wish, if it were possible, to walk in a path strewed with flowers, when
His was strewed with thorns 1 Let us be in nothing terrified by
the power of our adversaries; which is to them an evident token of
perdition, but to us of salvation, and that of God. To us it is given,
not only to believe in Christ, but also to suffer for His sake. If we
would make peace with the world, the world would let us alone; if
we could be content to wallr in the ways of sin, Satan would give us
no disturbance: but because grace has rescued us from his dominion,
and the love of Jesus constrains us to live to Him alone, therefore the
enemy, like a lion robbed of his prey, roars against us. He roars, but
he cannot devour; he plots and rages, but he cannot prevail; he
disquiets, but he cannot destroy. If we suffer with Christ, we shall
also reign with Him: in due time He will bruise Satan under our feet,
make us more than conquerors, and place us where we shall hear the
voice of war no more for ever.
Again, as by temptations we are conformed to the life of Christ, so
likewise, by the sanctifying power of grace, they are made subservient
to advance our conformity to His image; particularly as we thereby
acquire a sympathy and fellow-feeling with our suffering brethren.
This is eminently a branch of the mind that was in Christ. He knows
how to pity and help those who are tempted, because He has been
tempted Himself. He knows what temptations mean, not only with
that knowledge whereby He knows all things, but by experience. He
well remembers what He endured in the wilderness, and in the garden;
and though it is for His glory and our comfort that He suffered
temptation without sin, yet for that very reason, and because He was
perfectly holy, the temptations of Satan were unspeakably more
bitter to Him than they can be to us. The great duty and refuge of
the tempted now is, to apply to Him; and they have the highest
encouragement to do so, in that they are assured He is touched with
a fee1ing of our infirmities. And, for the like reason, they find some
consolation in applying to those of their brethren who have suffered
the same things. None but these can either understand or pity their
complaints. If the Lord has any children who are not exercised with
spiritual temptations, I am sure they are but poorly qualified to " speak
a word in season to them that are weary."
Once more: Temptations, by giving us a painful sensibility of the
weakness of our graces, and the strength of our inward corruptions,
tend to mortify the evil principles of self-dependence and self-righteousness, which are so deeply rooted in our fallen nature; to make Christ,
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in all His relations, offices, and characters, more precious to us; and
to convince us, that without Him we can do nothing. It would be
easy to enlarge upon these and other advantages which the Lord
enables His people to derive from the things which they suffer; so
that they may say, with Samson, " Out of the eater comes forth meat; "
and that what their adversary designs for their overthrow, contributes
to their establishment. But I have already exceeded my limits.
Enough, I hope, has been said to prove, that He has wise and gracious
ends in permitting them for a season to be tossed with tempest, and
not comforted. Ere long these designs will be more fully unfolded
to us; and we shall be satisfied that He has done all things well. In
the meanwhile it is our duty, and will be much for our comfort, to
believe it upon the authority of His Word.
I should now proceed to offer some advices to those who are
tempted; but I am ready to say, To what purpose 1 When the enemy
comes in like a flood; when the very foundations of hope are attacked;
when suspicions are raised in the mind, not only concerning an interest
in the promises, but concerning the truth of the Scripture itself;
when a dark cloud blots out, not only the sense, but almost the
remembrance of past comforts; when the mind is overwhelmed with
torrents of blasphemous, unclean, or monstrous iroaginations, things
horrible and unutterable; when the fiery darts of Satan have set the
corruptions of the heart in a flame; at such a season a person is little
disposed or able to listen to advice. I shall, however, mention some
things by which ordinarily Satan maintains his advantage against
them in these circumstances, that they may be upon their guard as
much as possible.
His principal devices are :1. To hide from them the Lord's designs in permitting him thus to
rage. Some of these I have noticed; and' they should endeavour to
keep them upon their minds. It is hard for them, during the violence
of the storm, to conceive that any good can possibly arise from the
experience of so much evil. But when the storm is over, they find
that the Lord is still mindful of them, Now, though a young soldier
may well be startled at the first onset in the field of battle, it seems
possible that those who have been often engaged should at length
gain confidence from the recollection of the many instances in which
they have formerly found, by the event, that the Lord was surely
with them in the like difficulties, and that their fears were only groundless and imaginary. When the warfare is hottest, they have still
reason to say, " Hope thou in God; for I shall yet praise Him,"
2. To make them utter impatient speeches, which do but aggravate
their distress. It is said of Job, under his first trials, "In all this he
sinned not with his lips, nor charged God foolishly." So long Satan
was unable to prevail. Afterwards he opened his mouth as Jeremiah
did likewise, and cursed the day of his birth. When he once began to
complain, his causes of complaint increased. We cannot prevent
dreadful thoughts from arising in our hearts; but we should be cautious
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of giving them vent, by speaking unadvisedly. This is like letting in
wind upon a smothering fire, which will make it burn more fiercely.
3. To persuade them that all they feel and tremble at arises
i=ediately from their own hearts. Indeed, it is a most awful proof
of our depravity, that we feel something within ready to close with
the suggestions of the enemy, in defiance of our better judgment and
desires. But it is not so in all cases. It is not always easy, nor is it
needf11l, exactly to draw the line between the temptations of Satan
and our own corruptions: but sometimes it is not impossible to distinguish them. When a child of God is prompted to blaspheme the
name that he adores, or to commit such evils as even unsanctified
nature would recoil at; the-enemy has done it, and shall be answerable for the whole guilt. The soul in this case is passive, and suffers
with extreme reluctance what it more dreads than the greatest evils
which can affect the body. Nor do the deepest wounds of this kind
leave a scar upon the conscience, when the storm is over; which is
a proof that they are not our own act.
4. To drive them from the throne of grace. Prayer, which is at
all times necessary, is especially so in a time of temptation. But how
hard is it to come boldly, that we may obtain help in this time of
need! But, however hard, it must be attempted. By discontinuing
prayer, we give the enemy the greatest encouragement possible; for
then he sees that his temptations have the effect which he intends
by them, to intercept us from our stronghold. When our Lord was
in an agony, He prayed the most earnestly; the ardour of His prayer
increased with the distress of His soul. It would be happy if we could
always imitate Him in this; but too often temptations and difficulties,
instead of rousing our application, dishearten and enfeeble us; so
that our cries are the faintest when we stand most in need of assistance.
But so long as prayer is restrained, our burden is increased (Ps. xxxii.
3, 5). If he cannot make them omit praying, he will repeatedly
endeavour to weary them by working upon the legality which cleaves
so close to the heart. Satan is a hard task-master, when he interferes
in the performance of our spiritual duties. This he does perhaps
more frequently than we think of; for he can, if it serves bis purpose,
appear as an angel of light. '\Then the soul is in a tempest, and
attempts to pray, he will suggest, that prayer on these occasions
should be protracted to such a length, and performed with such
steadiness, as is found to be at that season quite impracticable. Such
constrained efforts are wearisome; and from the manner of the performance, he takes occasion to fix fresh guilt upon the conscience.
Short, frequent, and fervent petitions, which will almost necessarily
arise from what is felt when temptation is violent, are best suited to
the case; and we need not add to the burden, by tasking ourselves
beyond our power, as if we expected to be heard .for our much speaking.
Blessed be God, that we fight with an enemy already vanquished by
our Lord, and that we have a sure promise of victory. The Lord is
our banner.
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~Otte!3pon'lJrnce.

THE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor 0/ the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR,-I trust the following letters, which have just reached
me, will have the effect of stirring up fresh help and sympathy in this
work to our soldiers and sailors. It is very encouraging to see such
men thus anxious to receive and circulate God's truth amongst their
fellow comrades. The demand for Gospel literature amongst these
men is very pressing. Bound books are also greatly needed, in view
of the coming winter, to be lent out to the seamen and soldiers. From
a Christian soldier; "Thank you so very much for the books which
I received. I was asked for something to read, and having a few of
the books left, I looked in my box for them aud gave him two or three.
We have five Christians in our battalion, and I believe they are all
faithful witnesses for Christ. The great drawback is we have no place
to meet in, and if we had we could rarely get together, as the regiment
is split up into three,-two detachments occupying forts, and one the
barracks. I should be grateful if you could send me a few more books
when convenient." From a lady; "It is always a great pleasure to
receive a parcel or box of your books. Thank you very much for this
box, which no doubt I shall find when I go down to the Sailors' Bethel
in a day or two. Ours is a work of faith. We are sure some of the good
seed is helpful to some hearts." From a missionary to sailors; "Please
accept heartiest thanks for the two valuable parcels containing most
useful books which have come to hand. We praise God for His good·
ness, and take courage; yet the need for pressing forward in the good
work of sowing the seed of Divine truth is greater than ever."
'{ours sincerely,
6, Stirling Road, Bath Road,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, September, 1912.
HALLOWED RESTING·PLACES.
To the Editor 0/ the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. ORMISTON,-While staying in North Berwick recently,
we spent a most enjoyable afternoon in the old to\vn of Haddington.
Its associations took us there; for it was the birthplace of John Knox,
and the town of the Rev. John Brown, whose Dictionary of the Bible
is perhaps better knO\vn now than any other of his writings, although
he held a place in the circle of the Evangelical divines of the 18th
century. In the beautifully-kept old churchyard-the cemetery of
the town-we found his grave, and also several other very interesting
epitaphs, showing that where the Gospel had been preached in those
years gone by, it had also borne fruit; and it is cheering to think that
in this way they" being dead yet speak."
"To the memory of Mr. John Brown, 36 years minister of the
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Gospel in Haddington, and for 20 years Professor of Divinity under the
Association Synod. After maintaining an eminent character for piety,
charity, learning and diligence, he died rejoicing in hope of the glory
of God, and admiring the riches of Divine grace to him as a sinner,
June 19th, 1787, aged 65."
Within the same enclosure are two other stones, commemorating
various members of his family, who also followed in his steps, some~of
them eminently so. I copied the epitaph of his son-in-law, which~is
as follows:
,
"To the memory of John Croumbie, merchant, of Haddington,
who died July 24th, 1816, aged 76. His ardent piety, sterling integrity,
disinterested benevolence and active zeal for the temporal and eternal
interests of mankind commanded universal respect. Though eminent
for good works, he was distinguished by humble views of himself as a
sinner, and had no hope of everlasting happiness but through the
atonement of the Redeemer. To him to live was Christ, to die was
gain."
The Rev. John Brown seems to have been followed by the Rev.
Robert Chalmers, who is buried near him, and is described as "a
faithful servant of Jesus Christ, and a warm friend of the Reformation
cause." The inscription on his stone concludes with the words, "Mark
the perfect and' behold the upright, for the end of that man is peace."
There was another stone which arrested our attention before we
had gone many steps from the entrance, which, containing the line,
" Oh, to grace how great a debtor! " seemed to hallow the spot at once
as a place where precious dust lay: "A tribute to the memory of
Thomas Ramsey, who died August 1, 1816, aged 43 years. He was
distinguished during his life by diligence in business, and ardour in
search of truth; a delighted enquirer into the works of God, and a
sincere believer in His Word. He sought to magnify his Saviour and
abase himself, often exclaiming:
'Oh, to grace how great a debtor! ' "
Then followed his wife's name, etc., concluding with, "To this 'man
will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit and that
trembleth at My word"; also his daughter, " She laboured much in the
Lord, and her works do follow her."
John Brown was a minister of the Secession Church, but loved all
those who loved" our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity" and truth, in whatever denomination, and had fellowship with them, He recommended
to the students under his charge Dr. Owen's works, the writings of
Boston and the Erskines, Coles on 'God's Sovereignty,' Marshall on
'Sanctification,' and Hervey's ' Theron and Aspasio,' with his defence
against Wesley. (He was an ardent admirer of Hervey, and his son,
Rev. John Brown of Whitburn, was author of a 'Life of Hervey,'
and also heard our immortal Toplady with great pleasure.) He also
corresponded with Lady Huntingdon, and being a teacher of divinity
students, sent her a present of all his works for the use of her students
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at Trevecca. It is very interesting to find that he was probably a
reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, for in sending them in 1779 he addressed
the parcel to her order, under the care of Messrs. Valiance and Simmons,
printers of the" G. M." His letter is long, or I should like to have
included the latter half of it, but may send it again for a page of the
MAGAZINE if you should think it suitable.
We have an interesting sketch of his life prefacing the Bible
Dictionary. Here is a little extract from it: "Oh, how these words
, He loved me and gave Himself for me' once permeated my heart,
and made me cry, ' Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and all that is within
me, bless His holy Name.' Notwithstanding all my wickedness God
hath put a bridle in my mouth, and though I have been a most perverse
sinner, yet He hath strangely restrained me. This He hath done
chiefly by His loving-kindness and tender mercy. I desire to depart
and be with Christ, which is far better. Though I have lived 60 years
very comfortably, yet I would gladly turn my back on you all to be
with Christ. Oh, how pleasant to enjoy fellowship with Christ. Any
little acquaintance I have had with Hiro deeply convinceth me of
this. And oh, how much pleasure might I have had but for my own
folly and wickedness. I now think that I could willingly die to see
Him Who is 'white and ruddy, the chiefest among ten thousand.'
0, Mr. - - , the Lord is my strength and my song, and He is become
my salvation. God is an everlasting Rock." The last words he was
heard to utter were" My Christ." The church in which this good man
preached is now used for secular purposes, and I do not know if there
are any who might be called the successors of those who gathered
there.
The house in which John Knox was born is not standing now;
but Carlyle has rendered good service to the town of Haddington,
and deserves our thanks for marking its site. On the opposite side of
the river Tyne, but seen from the churchyard, there is a little enclosure
with an iron plate attached bearing this inscription: "Near this spot
stood the house in which was born John Knox, A.D. 1505. In commemoration, an oak tree was here planted, March 29, 1881, after the
wish of the late Thomas Carlyle." Carlyle had closer relations with the
town, for his wife was born and is buried there, and many literary
admirers go to see her home, now called Carlyle House, and to read
his tribute to her on the grave-stone in the ruined part of the old abbey
(the parish church is part of the ancient building).
You will understand, dear Sir, that we left Haddington well pleased
with our visit, and with some little sense of gratitude for the mercies
shown to us, for the suitable weather granted, and the success given,
so that we saw all that we went to look for; and to visit spots made
memorable by the preaching of the everlasting Gospel is very sweet.
Praying that the Lord may ever be with you, and" prevent you
in aU your doings with His most gracious favour,"
Yours ever sincerely,

E. C. A.
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'Jrotutant i13eaton.
THE ROCK IN THE VrrLDERNESS.
CONCERNING this the Apostle said, " That rock was Christ." And it
is so in a twofold sense. It is a shelter from the heat. The prophet
so points it, and applies it to the Messiah when he describes Him as
" the shadow of a great rock in a weary land." In times of troubles,
whether of fierce persecution or of the little worries-" the little foxes
that spoil the tender grapes"---{)f daily life, the Lord Jesus, by His
spiritual presence is a sheltering rock. But the rock in the wilderness
was more thau a shelter; it was a direct type of Christ, the Redeemer.
It was smitten by the rod of Moses, he typifying the law whose curse
subjected Jesus to an ignominious death, by which" He redeemed us
from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us." From the riven
rock flowed water, which refreshed the thirsty multitude.. Our Lord
must surely have had this in His mind when, "on the great day of
the feast He stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come
unto Me and drink." That the blood and water, which both flowed
from the Lord's body after His death, signify to us that the great
twin doctrines of justification and regeneration are both grounded in
Christ is, I think, a legitimate deduction. The water in the wilderness
came from the rock not in scanty measure but in abundance; so the
supplies of grace in Christ Jesus are inexhaustible; all men, Jews and
Gentiles, bond and free, may drink of that fountain. But the rock
has yet another meaning. It is security, and -our Lord so applies it
at the close of the Sermon on the Mount: "The rain descended and
the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and
it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock." The gates of Hell cannot
prevail against the Church: it is built on the Rock. And it is of the
individual members of this Church that the Lord, its Head, affirmed,
"they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of
My hand." The hymn which, by almost universal consent, is esteemed
the best in our language, is based upon the use of this emblem in
Scripture :Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee;
Let -the water and the blood
From Thy riven side which flow'd,
Be of sin the double cure,
Cleanse me from its guilt and power.
A careful consideration of " Rock of Ages" will show what a singular
amount of Bible truth its stanzas contain.
As every lord giveth a certain livery to his servants, charity is the
very livery of Christ. Our Saviour, Who is the Lord above all lords,
would have His servants known by their badge, which is Love.Bishop Latimer.
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THE AGED PILGRHIS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY,
THE new number of the Quarterly Record contains a portrait and
sketch of the late beloved Rev, D, Lindsay J ohnson; a portrait of our
centenarian pensioner; an article by the Rev, Dr, On, of Glasgow,
and other pieces bearing upon the work of the Society, Copies will
be sent, post free, upon application, New illustrated leaflets are also
ready, and other literature, which the Co=ittee are hoping will be
taken by friends for distribution amongst new subscribers. If
accompanied by personal recommendation, such means are indeed
useful,
The Convener of the Clifton Conference has kindly given permission
for the Society's work to be described, at the afternoon meeting on
October 1st, when the Secretary will be happy to meet all interested
in the Institution, and who will have the privilege of attending this
assembly, which for so many years has been a means of grace to the
family of faith_ On Tuesday, October 8th, the 33rd Anniversary of
the Brighton Home will be held in the Royal Pavilion, General Sir
Robert Biddulph will preside in the afternoon at 3,30, when Addresses
will be given by the Rev. A. J. Day, M,A" of the Circus Church, Portsmouth, and other friends. Tea will be provided, and a Sale of Work
will be held during the day. Local friends and visitors will be heartily
welcomed.
A public meeting has been held at Walton-on-Naze, Professor
Orchard in the chair, Excellent addresses were given by the Rev,
J, Silvester, M,A" Vicar of Great Clacton, and other friends, The
Secretary has also visited Devizes and Haslemere in the interests of
the Society, and other engagements are in view, Will our friends
kindly help to make the approaching season a prosperous one, for the
claims upon the Institution become more urgent as the months go
by 1
The greater number of our pensioners of 70 years of age and upwards
are recipients of the State Old Age Pension, but only occasionally
does this debar from the help of the Society, for in most cases there is
no other reliable income, Hence our Society is as necessary as ever,
and it should be remembered that one-fourth of our pensioners are
between 60 and 70 years of age, and therefore outside the scope of the
Act. In a recent address, Mr_ F, A, Bevan said: "There is this
difference between our work and the work taken up by the State.
We are all very glad that the State has done what it has, but when the
recipients of the Old Age Pensions of five shillings per week take their
pensions at the Post Office, there is just the money and nothing more,
But there is always connected with our pensions the idea that they are
in the Lord's name, and for His sake, He consecrates the gifts, It
makes all the difference_ So I say, that though our pensions may be
smaller than those of the State, there is really much more value in
our smaller pension than there is in the State Pension, I am glad
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that the action of the State has not retarded our work, nor affected
our receipts to any appreciable extent."
The following letter from" E. D.," a pensioner in Kent, four years
too young for the Old Age Pension, shows the needs that are met:
" It is with deep gratitude of heart that I write to thank you for the
pension from the Society. How very opportunely it came, for we had
but a trifle in the house, and my husband ill in bed! We were cast
down with cares and infirmities, feeling so unequal to cope with the
requirements of the present age. I am conscious how much I lack in
heart and life, and what Divine help I need in everything."

1IJ af.lfJing iBbentfJ.
A MONTHLY RECORD.
ADDRESSES on the SECOND ADVENT of the LORD JESUS CHRIST will
(D.V.) form the subject of the Two DAYS' CONFERENCE of CHRISTIANS
of all Denominations at Clifton, Bristol, on Tuesday and Wednesday,
October 1st and 2nd, followed on Thursday, at St. l'ilary-le-Port
Church, City, by the Lord's Supper and a Sermon preached by the
Rev. W. T. TURPIN, M.A., Incumbent of Emmanuel Church, Eastbourne. The Service will be held at 7 o'clock.
Canon McCormick, Rector of St. James's, Piccadilly, has received
the following reply to a letter signed by him and others regretting that
Sunday work and a Sunday rehearsal. preceded the Royal music-hall
performance on Monday, July 1st: Balmoral Castle, August 26th,
1912. Dear Sir,-The letter signed by you; the Rector of St. Anne's,
Soho; the Vicar of St. Mary's, Soho; and Mr. Breidenbach, a parishioner of St. Anne's, Soho, has been laid before the King. As this
communication rightly infers, his Majesty had no knowledge that the
recent co=and performance at the Palace Theatre would involve
preparation on the previous Sunday. The King fully shares the views
expressed by your letter as to the due observance of Sunday, and
regrets, as his :lI'lajesty naturally always would, that the carrying out
of his commands should have entailed arrangements which offended
public susceptibilities or gave cause for protest such as your letter
implies.-Believe me, dear Sir, yours very faithfully, STAMFORDHAM
(Private Secretary to H.i\t the King).
The month of August this year has been remarkable for what we
cannot but regard as a plague of rain and waters. One morning the
headlines in one of the London newspapers read as follows: "The
country flooded. Eighteen hours of rain. Rivers overflow. Villages
deep in water. Cattle drowned. Crops washed away." Another

•

The Gospel Magazine

639

mornmg we read: "Six inches of rain. Amazing August deluge.
Trains suspended.. G.E.R. main line impassable. Norwich and
Cromer cut off. Towns and villages isolated." Later we read: "The
city of dread. Terrible plight of Norwich. Rescue scenes. Deaths
in the floods. 10,000 homeless. Lake of 20 miles in Lincolnshire."
The month was the coldest August ever recorded. An agricultural
correspondent stated that as a result of the abnormal weather, " The
loss that has occurred is irretrievable, and that loss is enormous, far
greater than most people imagine. It may be reckoned in tens of
millions, and it falls upon men who in the majority of cases are unable
to bear it. Thousands of farmers stand face to face to-day with hopeless
ruin unless help comes from some quarter outside their control. . . .
The prosperity of the agricultural industry, never as great as it should
be, has suffered a blow from which it will take years to recover."
Surely God's chastening hand is in all this, and we need to humble
ourselves as a nation before God for our national sins.
That the Lord's people should betake themselves to prayer and
humiliation when He visits the nation with His chastisements all will
agree, but we regret to see that a " call to prayer" in reference to the
flood with which the city of Norwich was visited should have been
signed by so mixed a company as "the Lord Mayor, the Bishop of
Norwich, Canon T. Fitzgeral, the chief Roman Gatholic dignitary, the
president of the Free Church Council," and others. Our Lord teaches
that there must be agreement in prayer, and we cannot see how there
can be agreement between Protestants and Romanists whose views
of access to God are so diametrically opposed. The growing tendency
for professing Protestants to unite with Romanists is one of the great
evils of the time and a mark of apostasy from God and His truth.

THE SPLENDOUR OF A GREAT HOPE. By the VENERABLE ABTHUR
EVANS MOULE. B.D. Price 3s. 60.. net. Pp. 249. (London:
ROBERT SCOTT.) 1912.
China looms large in the public press at the present time, and books
upon that land are multiplied. Archdeacon Moule, the writer of the
book before us, first landed in China over fifty years ago, and apart
from furlough and sick leave has lived there till last year. No one
knows the country better, no one has laboured more indefatigably
for it, and no one has more love for its people. He will be in China
again, if only the way clears. As for the time being he is not able to
render personal service in that land, he is anxious to arouse interest
in the people by means of his pen. From this book the reader may
gain a clear idea of the three religions of China, Confucianism, Taoism,
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and Buddhism, and realize more fully the significance of the Apostle's
words, "Without hope and without God in the world." The Archdeacon has decided views as to the message which the Church at home
should take to foreign lands, and he dreads lest substitutes for the old
Gospel should be sought with a view of conciliating the heathen. It
is to be feared that already a modified " Gospel" is being preached
by some missionaries, and there is, therefore, need that those who are
jealous for the honour of Christ should utter a word of warning. As
a specimen of the Archdeacon's style, and of the spirit in which he writes,
we quote a passage from the chapter on " Access": "I find myself
once more translated to the land I know and love. I hear and feel
and see the sounds and sights and jostling of a crowded Chinese city
or busy country town on a market morning; or, later in the day, in
a densely-crowded Mission chapel, in a noisy city street. Or imagination leaps again to Indian bazaar preaching, and the public testiroony
for Christ in every land. Things earthly and human and tangible seem
very near, and to have' access' to sensation and thought. There is
much confused noise and cross shouting. Some are standing or sitting
drowsily, or in stolid indifference. Some utter captious or frivolous
criticisms to excite a laugh. Some are polite, but either preoccupied
or quite self-satisfied. The glorious Gospel of the Blessed God, near
in the preacher's mouth, seems yet to shine far off for his hearers;
as if in some higher atmosphere than of this close room or steamy
street. Can it penetrate the dense mists of the thoughts, and history,
and cares, the folly and the wisdom, of this earthly state of man 1
Indifference disheartens the preacher; opportunity almost startles
him by its solemnity. Criticism seems so hard to answer in words
apprehended of the people. Thus for a moment! then suddenly,
through God's grace, in His dear Son's power and the might of the
Divine Spirit, the weary missionary, solitary in the crowd, realizes
the presence of God; not only' not far off,' but here, in this market
place, this bazaar, this chapel, with me, whether many or few are listening. I tell it all to Him; I come to God, He draws very nigh to me.
With the blessed access to Him, I have His fulness filling my being.
It overflows; and the captious caviller is arrested, silently listening
or earnestly enquiring; the indifferent are awake with steadfast gaze
of intense interest. The power of God, and the wisdom of God, and
the grace and peace of God, through His dear Son and by His Holy
Spirit, are very near to me, and work mightily in my hearers. 'At
my first answer no man stood with me . . . notwithstanding, the
Lord stood with me, and strengthened me ' (2 Tim. iv. 16, 17)." The
papers which the Archdeacon has collected here are of great value,
not only from a missionary point of view, but also from the standpoint
of the individual believer, and they have a special message for the
present time. The writer is familiar with the assaults which are
being made upon the Faith from most quarters, and in the midst of
all he remains quite unmoved, established upon the impregnable Rock
of Holy Scripture.

