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No. IV.
" And 1, brethren, when 1 came to you, came not with excellency of
speech 01' of wisdom, decla.ring unto you the testimony of God.
For 1 determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus
Christ, and Him erucified."-l CORINTIDA..'fS ii. 1, 2.

DURING a short visit to London, early in the year 1866, the pastoral
oversight of a district situated in the North of London was offered
to me by the Rev. G. A. ROGERS, M.A., as a sub-division of his Parish
-St. Luke's, West Holloway-with the responsibility of raising
funds for the erection of a separate Church, together ,vith Parochial
Schools and other institutions required by a population of about
7,000 poor. The proposed district comprised a large part of the
area known as the" Metropolitan Cattle Market," and included
among its l'esidents the classes more or less occupied in connection
therewith. A small Mission Room existed, maintained at the
e},,-pense of a Co=ittee, and used on the Lord's Day as.a school
for, perhaps, fewer than 100 children. A site had been purchased
fol' the erection thereon of a Church and Schools, but whence was
the necessary cost to come ~ It was a difficult and responsible
post, but the" Divine promises" were a.\l in CHRIST, and everyone
37
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of them was" Yea and Amen" to the glory of GOD the FATHER.
Several Clergymen had already faced the problem and, for various
reasons personal to themselves, had subsequently retired from
the charge. In reliance on the gracious promises of guidance,
however, held forth by his heavenly FATHER, to" go forward" in
His all-sufficiency--seemed to be His holy will. The offer was
humbly accepted, in dependence entirely on God's promised
guidance, support, and blessing.
Within the first few months of his accepting the Charge, a
short Pastoral Address was prayerfully prepared, and placed in
the hands of his future flock, which ran as follows :-" ST.
DAVID'S TEMPORARY CHURCH, Wellington Road, Islington, N.
-My DEAR FRIENDS OF THE CONGREGATION AND DISTRICT,Having been appointed to the Designate Incumbency of your
District only a few months since, and therefore having been able to
make the acquaintance of not more than a small proportion of the
vast population comprising my flock,! gladly take this seasonable
opportunity (Christmas) of expressing my fervent desire that' my
coming to you' in the capacity of yOUT Pastor may prove to be
'in the fulness of the blessing of the Gospel of Christ' (Rom. xv. 29).
The relation in which we stand to each other is the most sacred,
next to that of the soul to GOD in CHRIST. Its issues are laden
with the most solemn of interests, and the most paramount of
considerations. Deeply sensible, then, of the weighty obligations
imposed on me as a Minister of CHRIST'S Gospel, while from the
depths of my heart I offer you warmest congratulations and good
wishes at this joyous season, I would especially direct myself in
this brief Address to the affectionate and faithful delivery of that
message which has the salvation of man as its theme, and the glory
of the THREE-ONE GOD as its end. Standing alone among you
in the great work of the ministry, and with only a small Room
wherein to proclaim that' Word which is able to save your souls'
(James i. 21)-my personal testimony being thereby necessarily
limited-I the more urgently solicit your attention on behalf of
what follows.
Take it, dear friends, as an earnest of my Pastoral interest in
your spiritual welfare, and a substitute (though an imperfect
one) for those ministrations which a permanent Church and more
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extensive organisation would afford. The Bible-in defence
of whose Truth our forefathers rejoicingly yielded up their
lives at the stake-those 'Holy Scriptures which are able to
make wise unto salvation' suggest what I write, and may the
blessed SPIRIT of grace, Who in them' spake by the prophets,' give
you understanding in all things (2 Tim. iii. 15). But now I must
address myself, dear reader, to you, to your PRECIOUS SOUL,
nmIVIDUAI,LY. My message is personal, and I earnestly press
home th1'cc questions for your solemn consideration. First, Do YOU
BELIEVE GOD'S ESTIMATE OF YOU IS LITERALLY, TOO LITERALLY,
TRUE, when including YOU in the human family, HE DECLARES,
, They are all gone out of the way' (Rom. iii. 12)-' There is none
that doeth good, no, not one' (Ps. liii. 3)-' The carnal mind is
enmity against GOD' (Rom. viii. 7)-' They that are in the flesh
cannot please GOD' (Rom. iii. 8)-' Without Me (i.e. CHRIST) ye
can do nothing' (John xv. 5)-' No man can come to Me, except
the FATHER draw him ' (John vi. 44, 45, 65). Oh, my dear friend,
has grace enabled you to receive these heart-humbling truths ~
Has the quickening SPIRIT opened your eyes to behold in these
GOD-drawn lines the portrait of your natural self? If so, then it is
your happy privilege to know that you' have passed from death
unto life' (John v. 24). For only the spiritual man will ever assent
to these Divine condemnations of the flesh and its works (1 Cor.
ii. 14). But, next, HAVE YOU, DEAR FRIEND, BEEN ENABLED BY
THE HOLY GHOST THROUGH FAITH TO READ IN THE PERSON AND
WORK OF THE GOD-MAN CHRIST JESUS, THE GLORIOUS FACT OF A
FINISHED SALVATION ~ Has the SPIRIT revealed HIM to you as
your SURETY and SUBSTITUTE under the curse of the broken Law ~
And has God's peace been thereby shed abroad in ,your heart ~
Peace arising from any other source is false peace, and must fail in
the hour of life's extremity. True peace springs alone from a
personal appropriation of the' unsearchable riches' which are the
secured reward of CHRIST'S meritorious substitutionary obedience.
Peace is made between GOD and His once lost, rebellious people
(Col. i. 20); and' being justified by faith, we have peace with GOD,
through our LORD JESUS CHRIST' (Rom. v. 1). THERE REMAINS
NOTHING FOR THE SINNER TO DO TO MAKE PEACE WITH GOD.
CHRIST is our peace (Eph. ii. 14). Then, dear friend.. have you
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peace-peace through the blood and righteousness of JESUS?
Lastly, ARE YOU READY FOR THE GREAT APPROACHING EVENTTHE COMING AGAIN OF THE LORD JESUS? 'The sands of time are
sinking, the dawn of heaven breaks,' and current events in the
visible Church and in the world unite in proclaiming, 'The LORD
is at hand' (PhiL iv. 5)-' The coming of the LORD draweth nigh'
(James v. 8). The cry of GOD'S waiting people, 'Thy kingdom
come' has entered the ear of JEHOVAH-JESUS; and He answers,
'Behold, I come quickly' (Rev. xxii. 7). To be looking for Him
is the true position and calling of every believer. His personal
coming is emphatically , That blessed hope' (Titus ii. 13). Oh,
dear friend, if the LAMB'S blood has washed you, and the j llstifying
righteousness of GOD is upon you, seek to walk worthy 0/ this holy
and heavenly calling. LIVE AS IF YOU EXPECTED YOUR ABSENT
LORD. Avoid all appearance of evil, not only in the world, but
especially in the JYro/essing Church. Corrupt doctrine 'and super·
stitious externalism in worship make these days' perilous ,times'
(2 Tim. iii). ' The form of godliness' is co=on, but' the way of
truth is evil spoken of' (2 Pet ii. 1, 2). As you value your precious
soul, and love your deal' REDEEMER, , from such t'urn away.' TEST
ALL YOU HEAR BY THE WRITTEN WORD (1 John iv. 1), and' earnestly
contend for the Faith which was once delivered to the saints'
(Jude 3). ' Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments '
(Rev. xvi. 15).
And now, my dear people, what more can I say than that
to these solemn questions I add my fervent prayers and tears,
pleading with all affection that the gracious SPIRIT may, in
the sovereignty of His mighty power, make these feeble breathings
instrumental to the salvation of your precious souls, and that I
may meet you presently at the CHIEF SHEPHERD'S right hand,
complete in His completeness (Col. ii. lO)-perfect through His
comeliness put upon you (Ezekiel xvi. 14)? Till then, entreating
yOUT prayers on my behalf, I remain, in dependence on GOD'S
free and sufficient grace-Your servant for Jesu's sake-JAMEs
ORMISTON."
This simple Address was extensively and prayerfully circulated
throughout the District; and encouraging words were spoken
upon it by a little band of LORD'S DAY school teachers, foremost
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among whom was a Mr. BRUNKER, who held a posItIon in the
General Post Office, and acted as a volunteer manager of the affairs
at the Mission Room. Then there was also Mr. G. RARRISON (of
R. M. C.), who graciously superintended the teaching in the school,
and in course of time became Vicar's Churchwarden.
Clifton, Bristol,
Sept. 17th, 1913.

THE EDITOR.

(To be continued-God uilling.)
COMING.
" Behold, the Bridegroom cometh."-MATT. xxv. 6.

AND call it be that I shall see
My glorious Lord descending?
Shall hear the shout and trumpet note
With angel voices blending?
The dead in Christ shall first arise,
Then we with Rinl ascending,
Shall rise to meet our Bridegroom sweet,
And low before Hinl bending
Shall cast our crowns before His throne,
No judgment now impending;
But" Worthy is the Lamb" our song.
Heaven's highest arches rending.
Oh, wondrous thought! Oh, blessed hope!
Beyond our comprehending.
To leave behind these robes defiled,
In nothing more offending.
Spotless and white, to be "caught up "
To joys which are unending,
To rest and peace and heavenly bliss,
Yea, happiness transcending.
l!'riedenheim, Mar. 18th, 1913.

E. P.

LET Christians abound as much as they will in the holy heavenly
exercise of singing in God's house and in their own houses; but let
it be performed as a holy act. wherein they have immediately and
visibly to do with God. When any social open act of devotion or
solemn worship of God is performed, God should be reverenced as
present.-Jonathan Edwards.
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DIVINE IN'fERPOSrfIONS IN THE BOOK 01<' GENESIS.

" Now therefore. be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold
hither: for God did send me before you to preserve life."GENESIS xlv. 5.
me

GOD'S people are often brought into great straits. Difficulties and
trials present themselves which are apparently insurmountable.
Their faith is greatly tried, and their case seems hopeless. Then
the Lord interposes on their behalf and grants delivering mercy.
They cry lmto Him in their trouble and He delivers them out of
their distresses. Instances of God's interpositions on behalf of His
people abound in His Word, and it is good to recall them for the
encouragement of our faith. \Ve need to "remember the works
of the Lord," and His "wonders of old" (Psalm lxxvii. 11). The
recollection of His past displays of power encourages us to sing ;" His love in times past forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink;
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review
Confirms His good pleasure to help me quite through."
If we can say " The Lord hath beeli mindful of us," we can also
add, " He will bless us." Now, if the Lord is with us in our medita-

tions, a grouping together of some Divine interpositions as given
in the Book of Genesis will be found profitable and helpful.
First, we have an in.stance of Divine interposition when Ada-m
sinned. Death stared Adam and his \vife in the face. They had
taken of the forbidden fruit, and the penalty of their sin was death.
"In the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die."
Spiritual death had already taken place, but they were in danger of
eternal death. No way of escape presented itself. Then the Lord
appeared on the scene, and though rebuking and chastising them
for their sin, He gave them the hope of deliverance from its eternal
consequences in the promise that the Seed of the woman should
bruise the head of the serpent (Gen. iii. 15). It was a promise
given in mercy. " It was dearly a promise of relief, an antidote to
perfect despair. It contained the prediction that someone should be
born of the seed of the woman who' should blwse the head of the
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Tempter,' by whom therefore the penal effect of man's transgression
should be in some way reversed" (Davison, "On Prophecy,"
p. 55). The promise thus given was in due time fulfilled. " God
sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to
redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the
adoption of sons." Hence we can say:" Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wandering from the fold of God;
He to rescue me from danger,
Interposed His precious blood."
Secondly, we have an instance of Di'IJine interposition on behalf of
Noah. Adam was excluded from Eden, and men multiplied on the
earth, and the terrible effects of Adam's fall became more and more
manifest. Then" God saw that the wickedness of man was great
in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his
heart was only evil continually" (Gen. vi. 5). "And the Lord
said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the
earth." "The end of all flesh is come before Me." But Noah was
one of the Lord's people. Through God's distinguishing grace he
was" a just man and perfect in his generations," and he " walked
with God." If God brings in a flood "upon the world of the ungodly," how will Noah escape? Here again we see Divine interposition. God provided for Noah's safety. He instructed him to
build an ark, and then said to him: "With thee will I establish My
covenant; and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons.
and thy wife, and thy sons' wives with thee." Thus Noah's safety
was secured. God interposed on his behalf. So even now " The
Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to
reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished"
(2 Pet. ii. 9). Take comfort from this, 0 tried believer! If you
are confronted with danger and difficulty remember that "'fhe
Lord knoweth how to deliver" thee.
Thirdly, we have Dimne interposit'ions on behalf of Abralw.m.
Abraham was called into fellowship with God. He was also called
to leave his country and his kindred and to go into the .land of
Canaan. Subsequently a famine arose in the land, and he went
down into Egypt. Then his faith began to fail. He was afraid .the
Egyptians would kill him if they knew Sarai was his wife. Accord·
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ingly he counselled deception. "Say, I pray thee, thou art my
sister: that it may be well with me for thy sake, and my soul shall
live because of thee." The princes of Pharaoh attracted by Sarai's
beauty commended her to Pharaoh, and she was taken into
Pharaoh's house, and there was grave danger that she would
become Pharaoh's wife. But the Lord interposed. He was concerned about His servant Abraham, and He " plagued Pharaoh and
his house with great plagues because of Sarai Abram's wife," with
the result that Sarai was restored to Abraham (Gen. xii). Later on
a more severe and terrible trial conrronted Abraham. To test his
faith God commanded him to take his son, his only son Isaac, whom
he loved, and offer him for a burnt offering. Abraham !:Ose up
early in the morning to carry out the Divine command. He and
Isaac " came to the place which God had told him of; and Abraham
built an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound lsaac
his son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood." Then he
" stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son."
We can not possibly realize the terrible agony of mind from which
Abraham mnst have been sufiering at this moment. But just at
the last moment the Angel of the Lord interposed and said, " Lay
not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou anything unto him:
for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from Me " (Gen. xxii). Is not this often
the Lord's way with His people ~ We know from personal experience that He often puts His people to an extreme test of faith.
They cry unto Him for deliverance, and for His interposing hand,
and no apparent answer comes to their prayers. It seems to them
as if God had" forgotten to be gracious," and that He had" shut
up His tender mercies." Then, as Dr. Watts beautifully puts it-" Just in the last distressing hour
The Lord displays delivering power;
The Mount of danger is the place
Where we shall see surprising grace."
Fourthly, we have D·ivine interpositions on behalf of Lot. Lot
was a righteous man, although he set his affections too much on
worldly things. The Lord made him to smart for his worldliness,
and his case is a solemn warning to all believers in every age. In
consequence of his worldly spirit he took up his abode in Sodom,
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the inhabitants of which" were wicked and sinners before the Lord
exceedingly." When the battle of four kings against five took
place, Lot was taken and all his goods. The Lord, however,
graciously interposed on his behalf by means of Abraham, and Lot
was rescued and all his goods brought back We should have
supposed that Lot would have said, " I have done with Sodom after
this," but sad to relate he again took up his abode in that wicked
place. How slow we are to learn the lessons which our God would
have us learn! The Lord, however, does not cast off His people,
notwithstanding their sins. Hence, when He arranged in righteous
retribution to tUl'll "the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes,"
"making them an ensample unto those that after should live
ungodly," He " delivered just Lot," and in answer to Abraham's
intercessions, He "sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow,
when He overthrew the cities in the which Lot dwelt." This was
another remarkable instance of the Lord interposing on behalf of
His people (Gen. xix. and 2 Pet. ii.).
Fifthly, we have Divine interpositions on behalf of Jacob. When
Laban pursued after Jacob, intending to do him hurt, "God came
to Laban the Syrian in a dream by night, and said unto him, Take
heed that thou speak not to Jacob either good or bad." The
result was that Laban was restrained from his evil designs and
Jacob was delivered out of his hand (Gen. xxxi. 24, 29).
Subsequently" Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed" when
he heard that Esau was coming to meet him with four hundred men,
and in his pmyer to God he said, "I fear him, lest he will come
and smite me, and the mother with the children." The Lord heard
his prayer, and interposed on his behalf, by influencing the mind of
Esau, with the result that" Esau ran to meet him, and embraced
him, and fell on his neck, and kissed him" (Genesis xxxii. and
xxxiii. 4). Thus all hearts are under Divine control. Even," The
king's heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of water: He
turneth it whithersoever He will" (Prov. xxi. 1).
Sixthly, we have Divine interpositions in the case of Joseph. He
was unjustly put in prison by his master and kept there for more
than two years. He felt his position keenly and must often have
wondered if deliverance would come. At length, however, God
providentially interposed on his behalf, and he was brought out of
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the dungeon and exalted to the highest place in the kingdom next
to the bng. The dreams of the butler and the baker were the first
links in the chain of God's providence to bring about this marvellous
result. Joseph's interpretation of these by Divine power led to his
being called to interpret Pharaoh's dreams, and this led to his
exaltation (Gen. xli. 9-14).
Lastly, we have Divine interposition on behalf of all the family of
J acob. J oseph's brethren were guilty of sin in selling their brother
to the Ishmaelites, but behind their sin was God's purpose of mercy.
" God did send me before you to preserve life." " As for you, ye
thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to
pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive" (Gen. xlv. 5;
I. 20).
So in like manner God has interposed for the eternal salvation
of His people. Men by ,vicked hands crucified and slew the Lord
of glory, but God meant the death of His Son for good. He designed
that it should be the means of saving" a great multitude which no
man could number." Hence, His dear Son was" delivered by the
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God" (Acts ii. 23). God
in His infinite mercy and grace interposed" to save His people from
their sins." Take comfort, then, from these narratives of God's
dealings with His people in the times of old. He is still" the same
yesterday, and to-day, and for ever."
" This God is the God we adore,
Our faithful, unchangeable Friend;
Whose love is as large as His pow'r,
And neither knows measure nor end.
" 'Tis Jesus, the First and the Last,
Whose Spirit shall guide us safe home,
We'll praise Him for all that is past,
And trust Him for all that's to come."-{Hart.}
Balh.

THOMAS HOUGHTON.

IF we have nothing but the rod, we profit not by the rod; yea, if
we have nothing but the Word, we shall never profit by the Word.
It is the Spirit given with the Word, and the Spirit given with the
rod, by which we profit under both, or either. Chastening and Divine
teaching must go together, else there will be no profit by chastening.
-Joseph Caryl.
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1lhlgtim lIJapm•.
WELLSPRINGS.
"Jesus went unto the Mount of Olives."-JoRN viii. 1.
IT was the writer's privilege recently to submit the subject of " The
Mount of Olives and Its Associations" to the St. Mary-le-Port Bible
Class. There were, owing to a variety of causes, many absent members, and so there were but few who spoke on the subject. Yet it
was profitable and sweet to endeavour to trace the footsteps of
Jesus and to speak of the heights and depths of that love which
brought the Lord of Life and Glory to this sin-cursed earth; to follow
the Lonely 'Stranger in His constant resort to the Mount of Olives,
and to consider the rich grace of the Suffering Saviour, Who" made
Himself of no reputation," Who went in and out among the people
" aoing good," and Whose arm brought salvation; Who finished the
work His Father had giveu Him to do; and Who is again "passed
into the heavens" and for ever is set down at the right hand of the
Majesty on high. It was He Who made Olivet what it is to us who
love to trace the goings of the Son of Man. The place itself was nothing,
so to speak; its associations are everything. There was nothing of
grandeur, nor beauty, nor picturesqueness. It was low, too, in comparison with the hills around. Hence the words of the 68th Psalm,
"erse 16: "Why leap ye, ye high hills 1 This "-this little hill-" is
the hill which God desireth to dwell in; yea, the Lord will dwell in it
for ever. "
And thus this Mount has unparalleled, never-dying interest. It
reminds one, in its position as regards Jerusalem, of the unchanging
love of Jehovah-Jesus. "As the mountains are round about Jeru'salem, so the Lord is round about His people from henceforth
even for ever" (Ps. cxxv. 2). It was" on the east side of the city,"
as we learn from the prophecy of Ezekiel; in close proximity to
Jerusalem, the Holy City, with only the narrow gorge of Kidron
separating them. It probably derived its name "Olivet" or " The
Olives" from the abundance of the olive trees round about. And
the olive had a sacredness; its wood was used in the most conspicuous
and hallowed parts of Solomon's temple-" Two cherubims of olive
tree"; "Doors of olive tree" were" for the entering of the oracle" ;
" The door of the temple posts of olive tree" (1 Kings vi. 23, 31, 33).
The oil of the olive, too, was used in sacrifice for its fragrance (Lev.
xxiv. 2), and in many Scriptures we see the sacred use to which it
was put, and how in the pressing out of the olive the sufferings of
Jesns were set forth. Olive trees so abounded in Palestine that it.
has been called" The land of olives" ; plantations and woods of the
tree covered the mOlmtain slopes, and the gnarled trunks and twisted
stems show how ancient some of them are.
Again, we get allusions such as, "His beauty shall be as the olive
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tree" (Hosea xiv. 6), and, "I am like a green olive tree in the house
of God" (Ps. lii. 8), all setting forth the growth of the tree and the
spreading of its branches as the Chmch of God in her condition
under Gospel blessings and its sanctifying effects. We think, too, of
the dove sent forth by Noah plucking the olive leaf and retmning to
the ark, whereby she showed that the waters were abating from off
the earth and God was again speaking peace.
To return to the Mount of Olives: we can not overlook one Old
Testament pictme, and turn to 2 Sam. xv. 13-20. There we see
David, an uncrowned king, pursuing his flight from his treacherous
son Absalom, "by the ascent of Olivet." "And David went up by
the ascent of Mount Olivet, and wept as he went up, and had his head
covered, and he went barefoot: and all the people that was with him
covered every man his head, and they went up, weeping as they went
up." A weeping procession! the uncrowned king and his loyal banil
of followers passing over Kidron, with the bodyguard, six hundred in all,
Absalom having" st<lle.n the hearts of the children of Israel." Do we
see here in type the greater than David, even David's Lord and ours 1
In John xviii. 1 we read: "When Jesus had spoken these words,
He went forth with His disciples over the brook Cedron." The Man
of Sorrows was on His way to Gethsemane and its sorrows. He had
"stedfastly set His face toward Jerusalem," and" the hour" had
come. The purpose for which He came into the world was nearing
its accomplishment, and" How am I straitened till it be accomplished,"
He said to His disciples when speaking of the fiery baptism He was
indeed to be baptized with (Luke xii. 50).
Oh! beloved reader, do we ponder, pause, and consider these things
sufficiently 1 Understand or explain the great mystery of love we
can "",ver, but we do well to stay, to sit still, and wait upon the Lord
for His Divine communication, His revelation, His melting down our
souls under the Word, and to look to Him more and more to give us
to "eat" to the joy and rejoicing of our hearts. Think of the" strong
cryings and tears" which were poured out to His Father, and how
He "was heard in that He feared." Consider the groans and sighs
from the heart of the Divine Man to which Olivet was witness; the
aloneness of the ~lan of Sorrows; the bloody sweat; the finding of
the three disciples who should have watched with Him on that
momentous occasion-asleep! Then of the night scenes when every
man had gone to his own house, and Jesus had gone to the Mount of
Olives (John vii. 53, viii. 1). It was there He had prayed and communed with His Father many times. It was there He spent whole
nights in prayer for His people, returning " early" to the work His
Father had given Him to do, His "Father's business." There He
must have witnessed glorious sunrises over the hills of Moab, He Who
was the Sun of Righteousness, He Who was the Everlasting Light
and Everlasting Glory of His Church, the Eternal Creator of it all.
Tnrn for a moment to Ezekiel xi. 23: "The glory of the Lord went
up from the midst of the Cily, and stood upon the mountain which is
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on the east side of the city." 'fhat was the Mount of Olives. That
was Jehovah's seal of approval of the glory which He would make for
the place of His dear Son's feet. He was looking to the Coming One,
and the place His feet should tread. "And His feet shall stand in
that day upon the Mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the
east" (Zech. xiv. 4).
Over that Mount shone the Shekinah of the Father's presence those
three and a half years of His beloved Son's sojourn and ministry, until
" a cloud" from that very spot" received Him out of their sight."
Blessed thought this, that whilst He was alone as regarded man-a
solitary Stranger, a wonderful and misunderstood Man-yet on the
mountains He had His earthly home with His Father, held communion
with Him. The Father was with Him, with His well-beloved Son in
Whom He was ever well pleased. (See Matt. xiv. 23; Luke vi. 12;
Luke xxi. 37.)
It was from Olivet that He wept over Jerusalem (Luke xix. 41-44).
It was from Olivet that He sent two of His disciples for the ass whereon
He would ride, "the meek and lowly One," into Jerusalem (j)<Iatt.
Hi. 1-3, and Luke xix. 28-34).
It was, as we have said, the scene of the agony in the garden (Luke
xxii. 39-49, and John xviii. 1-9)-an agony beyond human expression.
As Hart puts it :"Gethsemane-the Olive P.ress,
And why so called let Christians guess;
Fit name I Fit place I Where vengeance strove

And gripp'd and grappled hard with love.
"Oh, Mount of OHves I Sacred grove I
Oh, garden scene of tragic love!

What bitter herbs thy bed produce,
How rank their scent, how harsh their juice! "

"Jesus went 11.nto the M~ount of Olives." He" ofttimes resorted
thither," to the sacred garden on its slopes, for you and me, beloved
reader. He prayed there for you and me. He sweated" as it were
great drops of blood," " being in an agony," an agony worse than any
physical agony. It was for you and me that Christ our Lord thus
suffered--endured. Oh! let us remember Olivet, and when we get
into our low and slippery places, when our souls are discouraged
because of the way, let us consider Him, dwell on His way and words
and work, and remember how "He endured the cross, despising the
shame" "for the joy that was set before Him," Wno is now passed
into the heavens, our great High Priest. All the work is ended; all
redemption's scheme is completed; God's" great salvation" is accomplished, and He is now awaiting the fulfilment of that time when the
whole of the redeemed and ransomed throng shall be with Him where
He is, to behold His glory, to drink in full draughts of bliss, having
done with self and sin and warfare against the world, the flesh, and
the devil. Then will they be satisfied, lost in the glory of seeing His
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face-the face of the Lamb of Calvary Who "is all the glory of Immanuel's Land."
"Jesus went unto the Mount of Olives." Beloved reader, has He
led you there in holy contemplation? Have you cried unto the Holy
Spirit to teach you more and more day by day of the Meek and Lowly
One, to lead you in His steps, even though it be to be despised and
disowned of the world and ofttimes misunderstood by those around
you? When sin overtakes and overwhelms and grieves and casts down,
again let us remember Jesus on the Mount that is called Olivet, and
why He loved that spot; how there He battled with and overcame
the evil one for His people, whose sins He undertook to cancel, whose
complete redemption He died to accomplish, and for whose justification
He ever lives.
U

Lead ns, Lord, to Calvary's mountain,
Where He poured the cleansing flood."

And then look onward and upward, and hope to the end for the
grace that is to be brought unto you at His appearing, when" in like
malluer" as the little pilgrim band saw Him ascend into heaven, He
shall come again, blessing His people with that blessing which knows
no end, which will go on through the eternal ages, and which was
wrought out and paid for and secured by their Great Saviour on
~~
R.
THE

FULNESS

OF CHRIST.

" 0/ His /ulness have all we reeeived, and grace for grace."-JoHN i. 16.
is a blessed word for all to whom Isaiah cries, "Ho, everyone that
thirsteth, come ye to the waters"; the simplest construction of the
words in Greek, being this, " Of His fulness have all we received, and
grace answerable to (His) grace." Consider then, weary and heavyladen sinner, the various graces that you need. There is the grace of
faith, of hope, of love, of brokenness of heart, of abhorrency of sin, of
patience, longsuffering, meekness, perseverance, and many more.
Are not these, everyone of them, and all others, found in Jesus without
measure? Fear not then, come to Him, for they are all free gifts :
ask for them out of " His fulness." True it is that except you are a
sinner, a real sinner, not a self-esteemed saint, and feel your own
emptiness, you have no room in your heart for His fulness. But the
more empty you are under a feeling sense of your ignorance, hardness
of heart, and unbelief, the more you must expect and receive from Him
Who is always most full. Do you need faith? Ask for a measure of
it answerable to the spirit of faith which is in Him. Do you need
love, hope, brokenness of heart, abhorrency of sin, patience, longsuffering, meekness, perseverauce, and many more? Ask for a measure
of them all, answerable to the unmeasurable fulness of them every
one in Him.
THIS

THE LATE REV. BERNARD GILPIN.
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THE PORTRAIT.
THE REV.

G.

A.

ROGERS,

M.A.

WE cannot refrain from reproducing the portrait of the erstwhile
PATRON of St. David's, Holloway, although several years ago i& appeared in our columns. Dear Mr. ROGERS! We owed him much" in
the LORD," and found in him a true helpmate. He now rests from
his arduous labour8, and his gracious works follow him, to God's glory
and honour!
'fHE EDI1'oR.

Sermnns anb jl.ntes of SermnUl5.
DIVINELY KEPT.
NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT, BRISTOL.
BY THE RECTOR, THE REV. J. ORMISTON, ON
THURSDAY EVENING, AUGUST 7th, 1913.

" Wherefore king Darius signed the writing and the decree. N 010. when
Daniel knew tho1, the writing was signed, he went into his "rose;
and his windows being open in his chamher toward J erusale-m, he
kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave
thanks before his God, as he did aIoretime."-DAN. vi. 9, 10.
THIS was a man of God, who was kept by the grace of God, His allsufficient grace; it kept him in the hour of peril. The Word of the
Lord tried him but did not leave him; it sustained him hour by hour.
There had been a conspiracy against Daniel, a deep conspiracy and
one very grievous in its character. Daniel was being put to the proof,
but God kept him firm and faithful throughout the trying ordeal. Oh,
dear friends, what trials the people of God have, in their time, passed
through. What trials they have endured! But they have stood
faithful to the end, "more than conquerors through Him That loved"
them, and such are God's people up to the present hour-" more than
conquerors." The trials of the righteous may vary iu form and degree
but they are not to be lightly dealt with; the people of God are to
endure them. "Blessed is the man that endureth temptation," or
trial. There is a blessing at the commencement of it. The door of
entrance into tribulation is always at the Lord's command, and God
Who opens tbe door for tribulation to begin will see His child safely
through. "The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations," or trials-He knoweth how to deliver. What wonders He has
wrought on behalf of His trusting, trembling people! Oh, credit the
living God with this secret that He knows how to deliver. You may
not know, you may not foresee how He will do it; it may seem dense
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and dark and hopeless, and altogether past your knowledge to touch
the matter. Well, leave it to the Lord, the Matchless One. Dwell on
that word" how," and 'as He lnlOweth how, well, then, trust in Him,
lean on Him, hope in Him, and expect Him to do according to His
promise. God can not deny Himself, He must keep His Word, every
word. 'fhe Word of the Lord endureth for ever. That is the Word He
keeps matchlessly, for His own great and gracious Name's sake, on
every occasion. He did now. Daniel was very dear to God-he was
" greatly beloved" of God. He was a young man at the beginning of
his trials, but he suffered patiently and hopefully and expectantly.
He knew the Lord and he trusted Him in the dark hour of temptation.
A great change had taken place in this Eastern kingdom. It had
passed into the hands of Darius, the Median. He" took the kingdom,
being about threescore and two years old." This man of sixty-two
was at the head of the state at this particular part of Daniel's
history_ The Lord puts on the throne one and abaseth another. It is
easy for the Lord to pluck up a man who has long and firmly stood.
Because of his iniquities He plucks him out, and throws him from
Him. Power belongeth nnto God, whether it be the destruction or the
exaltation of a nation. None can resist His hand or say nnto Him,
What doest Thon 1 And so we have this man Darius. There are some
features about his character that are enconraging to us. He befriended
Daniel, and we thank God he did. Yon can not possibly de/end a
child of God and suffer for it. The Lord watches, and notes the goodness and kindness bestowed by any on His saints. But there were
enemies of Daniel's, not a few, who conspired against hin1, and they
said, " We shall not find any occasion against this Daniel, except we
find it against him concerning the law of his God." Oh, what a
character, what a blessed character that was that Daniel had
conferred on him by his bitter enemies! It spoke well for him
and his after-history. The Lord wonld take knowledge of him, and
carry him through his difficnlties. He might well cast his care on God
and fear no evil. 'fhe presidents and princes assembled together
against Daniel, and came to the king " and said thus unto him, King
Darius, live for ever. All the presidents of the kingdom, the governors
and the princes, the counsellors, and the captains, have consulted
together to establish a royal statute, and to make a firm decree, that
whosoever shall ask a petition of any god or man for thirty days, save
of thee, 0 king, he shall be cast into the den of lions." And the 9th
verse says, "Wherefore king Darius signed the writing and the
decree." He asked no questions about it, but doubtless he thought
and also felt much on the matter. He signed the document according
to the law of the Medes and Persians which altereth not-it could not
be changed. "Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed,"
did he alter his conduct 1 Did he doubt his God 1 Did he expect
any alteration in the Divine purpose and plan 1 He appears not to
have been moved or disturbed in his gracious equanimity in the very
least measure.
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Look at the tenth verse carefully, " He went into his house." He
had been there daily before, and had waited on his God there, pouring out the secret deep things of his heart which disturbed and
distressed him. He knew the writing was signed and would not
and could not be altered, but he would cast himself on the infinite
resources of the Omnipotent One Who is the same yesterday, and
to-day, and for ever. He would abandon himself to His mercy and
providence and grace. "He went into his house," and the Lord also
went into that house. The Lord followed him in, and set His heart
upon him. Daniel was never more dear to his God than at this moment.
The Lord had an everlasting favour towards him, and He was with
him in his house. It was to Daniel the very gate of the heaven of
heavens. He had before sought his God there, and had never been
refllsed or denied. The Lord remained faithflll though He suffered
His servant to be sorely tried. The Lord is never against His dear
people though He sllffer them to be cast into darkness and danger. How
faithful, how true are the precious promises! God will not deny
Himself nor disappoint the hopes of His trusting people.
" And his windows being open in his chamber "-it did not require
Daniel to open the windows of his chamber, they were open. He had
left them so when he went out and he found them so on his return.
This man's ways pleased the Lord. And his windows were open in a
particular direction-" toward Jerusalem," the city of the great King
-the city so associated with the blessing of the coming lVIessiah.
Because Daniel's hope centred in Jerusalem, he always prayed in that
direction. When he lifted up his heart on high he remembered
Jerusalem. " If I forget thee, 0 Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her
cunning." Be sure your windows are open in the right direction, fitted
according to God, and you will find them as you left them. Always
see to the windows-see they are in the right place " open towards
Jerusalem," where your hope is centred. It will be a time then to
kneel upon the knees in an attitude of prayer. Daniel" kneeled upon
his knees "-this is with great exactness recorded, and contains many
lessons for the saints in these last days. How particular the people of
God need to be in prayer, in the observance of little things as well as
of great. Daniel did not kneel down carelessly or unexpectantly.
His heart was tried by the God Who knows no change nor variableness.
He kneeled" three times a day, and prayed and gave thanks before
his God as he did aforetime." He did it on this day, this critical day,
when the enemies of his soul were set against him. Hell centred its
hopes-has it any? Yes, in ill-will towards Zion-in this deep-laid
plot. The thoughts of hell were against Daniel, but they know nothing
of such prayer as his in that deep, deep pit. There is no bending of the
knee there in prostration of soul before a heart-searching God. Daniel
felt he could not be too often at the mercy-seat, and therefore he prayed
not once in a way, not once in a day, but" three times a day," and
how much more in secret besides? Oh, when God puts His people,
individually or unitedly, into prayer, what things He will do for them!
38
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How surprisingly He will keep His promises, giving His people opportunity to trust Him still, to hope in Him still. Daniel bowed the knee,
and prayed. How thankful we ought to be to God in giving us so
many statements of truth in this short word. Daniel gave thanks;
he not only prayed with his windows open, but he also" gave thanks
before his God "-1 like that "his "-his own particular God in
Whom he trusted, and was not afraid-" as he did aforetime." It
was an old, old custom. He had been taught the old, old way-the
way of the Lord, the old way of the Covenant-keeping God. Saints
in all ages have assembled and waited on God, and found Him true and
faithful; presiding over all coincidences and providences, the least
as well as the greatest being at His command. Daniel was not
ashamed of his previous acknowledgment of God, and the glory of
trusting in Him implicitly and never in vain. What prayers God had
answered aforetime, and His dear servant had been kept by His grace
-aforetime. Now there was a threat against this man Daniel, but
all hell may threaten a Daniel, a true child of God, and find the
impossibility of doing him evil. "All His saints are in Thy hand."
There is a passage in the Psalms where there is a reference to the search
men have made before now for their hands, and have failed to find
them (Ps. Ixxvi. 5). Failed to find their own hands! Man has no
power of his own, no, not even the strength of a hand. Some unbelievers have said, " Our lips are our own." Ab! the child of God
knows his lips are not his own, and he thanks God for that. It is one
of the mercies bestowed on him by grace that his lips are not his own,
but that the Lord has set them apart for Himself.
"There are many devices in a man's heart, nevertheless the counsel
of the Lord that shall stand." And so, in my humble measure, to-night
I would testify that all power belongeth unto God, in heaven and earth.
He putteth down one and setteth up another and no weapon formed
against a child of God shall prosper. How we glory in the grace of
God conferred on this Daniel, the" man greatly beloved." By what
a path God omniscient brought him, step by step, and preserved him.
What a man of God was Daniel! We see every child of God in this
man, in a greater or less degree as God would have it. All are kept by God,
all are preserved of God in Jesus. No weapon was ever formed against
the Church of God, and prevailed. Many devices have been conceived
against her, but she remains to this day. Six thousand years have
nearly come and gone, there just remains of them a fragment of timethe 'passing decades of the last century of the six thousandth year! And
we ask Him, "Is Thy coming, 0 Lord, close at haud? Wilt Thou not
hasten it in Thy time, and bring glory to Thy waiting Church, whose
cry daily is, 'Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly.' Glorify Thyself."
The time is coming when the wicked shall cease from troubling and
when the saiuts shall rest in their lot at the end of the days. Daniel
had this sweet promise given to him at the end of the book, " Blessed
is he that waiteth. . . . But go thou thy way till the end be; for thou
shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days."
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THE BLESSEDNESS OF THE DEAD IN CHRIST.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE BISHOP C. P. MClLVAINE, D.D.,
BISHOP OF THE PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN Omo, V.S.A.
" Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord."-REV. xiv. 13.
(Continued from page 537.)
LET us, then, now consider:
11. The blessedness of those who die in the Lord.
There is something very remarkable in the formal and solemn manner
in which St. John is made to announce the precious declaration con·
tained in this passage. He begins-" I heard a voice from heaven
saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from
henceforth." Then another voice is heard, giving a confirming testimony to the declaration of the first: "Yea, saith the Spirit, for they
rest from their labours." One is led to inquire, Why this peculiar
solemnity; this new declaration from heaven; this new·commacd.ed
record and this superadded celestial attestation of the same 1 W&s
there anything new to the Church, in the days of St. John, in the plain,
though precious truth, he was thus commanded to record 1 Had
it not been the consolation of believers, and especially of martyrs
rejoicing at the stake, ever since the Gospel was preached 1 Had not
St. Paul said, some half-century before, that he knew that when his
body should be dissolved, he should have" a building of God, eternal
in the heavens"; and that for a child of God to be " absent from the
body" is to be " present with the Lord" 1
Let it be remembered that this extraordinary announcement of so
plain and familiar a truth occurs in the midst of the prophecies of
St. John concerning the persecutions of the saints by that mystic
Antichrist called by St. Paul "the Man of Sin," "the mystery of
iniquity"; known now as the Church of Rome; but called in the
verses just preceding our text, Babylon, because of its eminent likeness
to that ancient city of corruption, in its wars against the Israel of God,
and in the abominations of its idolatries. The prophet St. John had
just predicted the utter ruin of that apostate church in these awful
words: "Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made
all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornications." Next, an
angel denounces the vengeance of God upon all who should participate in her crimes. Then, as if to show that maintaining a faithful
resistance to all her blandishments and persecutions, would be the
great trial of the faithfulness of the true people of God, the prophet
abruptly declares: "Here is the patience of the saints: here are they
that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus." Then, to
comfort them in their struggle, comes the declaration: "I heard a
voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which
die in the Lord from henceforth."
Mark the word Henceforth. Does it mean, from the time John was
directed to write 1 But why should the dead in Christ be blessed
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from that period more than any other 1 There was nothing in the
close of John's ministry (when he received the revelation) to make
any remarkable epoch in the blessedness of the saints departed. Does
it mean. from a certain point of time. in the course of the fulfilment
of the prophecies of this book; a time then in the distant future; as
if the voice from heaven speaking to John were issuing from the midst
of the events of that future time, and saying, " from henceforth," from
that period, "blessed are the dead" 1 Such interpretation would
teach that it is given only to a certain portion of the dead in Christ to
be blessed and to rest from their labours, while it is not given to
another; and that the distinction rests only upon times and external
events in this life, having no connection with the inward state of
believers; that it is not because they die in the Lord, that some
are blessed and rest from their labours, but because they die at a certain
period, amidst certain events. But this is inconsistent with the
analogy of faith. and with the plain teaching of St. Paul. when. speaking
of the departure of believers in general. he teaches that to depart in
Christ is to be with Christ; and therefore to be blessed with the most
glorious rest. It was long before this hearing the voice from heaven.
that John had seen in a vision a " great multitude which no man could
number," standing" before the throne, and before the Lamb. clothed
with white robes, and palms in their hands," and saying. " Salvation
to our God Which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb." They
had" come out of great tribulation, and had washed their robes, and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb." They were absent from
the body and present with the Lord. They had died in the Lord, and
were now blessed in His presence, and love, and glory, and they rested
from their labours. Their rest is described: "They shall hunger no
more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them,
nor any heat. For the Lamb Which is in the midst of the throne shall
feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes." What sweet rest!
It is exactly what the voice from heaven said would be the portion of
the dead in Christ. And it teaches that as soon as they came out of
the great tribulation, as soon as they died, they were thus before the
throne; and moreover, that their being thus blessed and glorified, was
simply because they had "washed their robes and made them white
in the blood of the Lamb "-in other words, had died in the Lord.
From henceforth, from that time of their death, they were so blessed,
and entered into that sweet rest. We therefore understand .the word
" henceforth" (" Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from
henceforth ") just as our Church, causing it to be read over the graves
of her people, would teach us to understand it, and as the Scriptures
in. other places teach us concerning the state of the dead in Christ,
namely, from the time of their dying in the Lord; as if it were written,
Blessed, from the moment of death, are the dead who die in the Lord.
Viewed in this light there is abundant explanation of the very
peculiar emphasis and solemnity with ~hich a voice from heaven
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declared anew, and directed John to record anew, what the primitive
Church so well understood, and Apostles had so plainly taught, and
faithful followers of Christ had so long cherished, and in inspired
epistles to the Churches was so indelibly written. It was foreseen that
a time would come when that truth, so dear to a dying believer, so
unspeakably comforting when a Christian is called to suffer for his
Master, would be almost erased from the memory and belief of men;
when, though it would remain written in the Scriptures, a Church,
professing to be the exclusive keeper and interpreter of the Scriptures,
would so keep it out of sight, by keeping the whole Scriptures in bondage; would so conceal it by her rubbish of false doctrine and vain
tradition, and so deny it by positive decree, requiring universal belief
in precisely the opposite-thus putting darkness for light, that it
would be necessary that so vital a truth as the redemption in Christ
Jesus should be recorded again, published anew, established afresh,
and with an emphasis and solemnity, as if a new revelation from
heaven had been received. The text is not only a foresight of that
necessity, but a prophecy, that at that time of darkness and corruption
of the truth, there would be, under the Spirit of the Lord, a great
revival of that very doctrine of the present blessedness of the dead in
Christ from the very time of their death; a fresh writing of it in the
creeds of all Christians; a new record of it in their hearts; and a
new attestation thereof by the Spirit of God, accompanying such
revived teachings of the truth which is in Jesus with His own sanctifying power. All this, we well know, was fulfilled_
Opposed to this truth is the doctrine of the Church of Rome concerning the state of the dead in Christ; her abominable invention of
purgatorial sufferings to make them meet for the inheritance of the
saints. The greatest persecutor of God's people, "drunk with the
blood of His saints," she has forbidden all men, under pain of her
anathema, to believe that very hope of being with Christ and resting
from his labours at the time of death, which the faithful confessor feels
to be his precious consolation when suffering her torments, in his
Master's name. Not henceforth, she pronounces, against that voice
from heaven. They that die in the Lord are not blessed when they
die; they do not rest from their labours; they are not present with
the Lord. Such is the voice, not from heaven, but of Antichrist.
What that" mystery of iniquity" has co=anded to be written, and
has established by solemn decree, under seal of pretended infallible
teaching of the Spirit of God, is, that the dead in Christ, instead of
resting from their labours, have entered on labours and pains more
severe than ever they knew before; instead of being blessed and
happy with Christ, are suffering for their sins in distant and dark
separation from Him; instead of finding that His blood" cleanseth
from all sin," are experiencing the pains of purgatorial flames, for the
finishing of the work that He hath left undone; instead of being relieved
by death, are more wretched than before they died; instead of being
liberated from all terrestrial things, are now dependent on the prayers,
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and masses, and indulgences of the Church on earth, on the will of
priests, and the charity of sinners, and the payment of money to buy
the priest's mediation, for the diminution of their years of suffering.
What an abomination of the devil, the "father of lies"! What a
horrible poison to cast into the cup of the children of God, turning
all its sweet consolations into bitterness. How can that spiritual
communion be else than Antichrist, which thus sets itself up in the
temple of God as if it were God, and as if it held the keys of death;
which opposes Christ at the death·bed of His saints, prohibits them
His consolations, takes away" the garment of praise," with which He
invests the dying believer, and substitutes" the spirit of heaviness,"
yea, denies what the Lord has written for His people, to be read by
them in the valley of death, and writes precisely the reverse 1
Early began the rudiments of that profaneness. It was part of
that" mystery of iniquity," which Paul said had begun to work even
in his day. It went on working and maturing, as the Church declined
more and more from the purity of the Gospel, till it became the fullgrown, regularly-decreed and sealed doctrine of the Church of Rome.
No man was allowed to believe otherwise, under pain of her curse.
At the beginning of the sixteenth century that evil doctrine was at
its height. It was bringing in enormous gains to the treasury of the
Church and to the vices of her priesthood, in the payments of poor,
ignorant people for masses and indulgences, which pretended to deliver
the suffering souls of Christ's people out of the flames of purgatory.
It was the mine of her wealth, the factory of her merchandise, the
very lever of her power. The truth of the Gospel concerning the
blessedness of the dead in Christ, as well as their free and perfect
justification in His righteousness only, had become almost as unknown
as if it had never been written. It was in the Bible yet, but the Bible
was locked up and forbidden the people. Then came the Revivalthe Reformation. As if a voice from heaven had just been heard,
saying: "Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth," from the hour they die; as if the confirmation, " Yea, saith the
Spirit, that they may rest from their labours," had just sounded from
on high,-there took place a marvellous and wide re-establishment of
that blessed truth. It was Tetzel's preaching that very doctrine of
purgatory, and his making merchandise of men's souls thereby, that
first roused the spirit of Luther, and caused the first blast of the trump
of the Reformation. The Scriptures were re-opened-the Gospel was
preached anew; the whole trnth of the sinner's complete justification
in the righteousness of Christ, through faith only, without merit of
works, or aid of priests, or saints, or penances, or indulgences, was
re-written, re-attested, re-established. With it was set up anew, in
the creeds and hearts of believers, the assurance of the present felicity
and rest in Christ, and with Christ, of all that have died in Him. It
is now written before every eye, by the publication of the Scriptures
in so many languages, and their being placed in the hands of so many
millions. It is written so that it can never be concealed again, wher-
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ever the Gospel is preached. Thousands and thousands of faithful
ministers of Christ are engaged in obeying the command to write it.
It is written by the Spirit of God in the hearts of a multitude that
can not be numbered, and no powers of Antichrist, no wiles of the
devil, can ever deface or take it away. Our mother Church wrote it,
not only in her whole testimony to the Gospel doctrine of a free and
perfect justification of every believer in Jesus, by His righteousness
only; but particularly in her office for the burial of the dead, testifying therein that" the souls of the faithful, after they depart hence in
the Lord, and are delivered from the burden of the flesh," do live with
God, and "are in joy and felicity": so making, as well her .graveyards, as her pulpits, proclaim it-so writing it over the chambers of
the dead. That testimony is ours also, and in the same words. We
renew our solemn protest against one of the vilest inventions of Antichrist, every time we lay a believer in his last bed; proclaiming over
his grave, "I heard a voice from heaven ~aying unto me, Write.
Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea,
saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours."
Let us pause on these words. and meditate on the happiness of which
they speak. They that die in the Lord are blessed in death itself.
Found in Christ, how changed is death to them! The sting is taken
away. The terror is abolished. Where flesh and blood are vanquished and fall, the spirit rises in triumph and sings her song, lil,e
Miriam at the Red Sea, !< Thanks be to God Which giveth us the victory,
through our Lord Jesus Christ." "Precious in the sight of the Lord
is the death of Hi.s saints." It is their blessedness in death to have
Him 'specially near to them; to have most precious communion with
Him; to feel a freeness and strength of faith in committing their all
to Him, which they have not known before; to say with a confidence,
and love, and peace, sweeter than ever they realized before: "The
Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want--I fear no evil-Thou art with
me"; "'rhe Lord is my light arid my salvation; whom shall I fear 1
The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom then shall I be afraid 1 "
They" sleep in Jesus." How sweet that description, by the Holy
Ghost, of the death of those who die in the Lord! It is going to rest
after a weary day. It is all peace, as the sleep of a child folded in a
mother's arms. "To die is gain." It is the crossing the river to the
blessed land, and the river is divided that the believer may go over
unharmed, untroubled.
(To be continued.)
GOD is a Friend Who meets every want in our nature, Who can supply
every need. So when we are. weak aud fainting, and unable to meet
the brunt of battle, Bnd striving against sin, and sorrow, and the
wrath of man, He is our safe, quiet, resting-place-our fortress also
where no harm can reach us, no attBck injure us.-M. B. M.
Duncan.
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GOD'S "I KNOW."

WE trust, by the Holy Spirit's enlightening, to look into a few of the
" I know" of God. May He abundantly bless us in the study.
In commencing, let us think first upon the" 1." He Who knows
is the mighty God, yet thy Redeemer; the all-seeing God, yet thy
Comforter; the all-present God, yet thy Father. In the omnipotent
" I " are embraced all strength and all tenderness. He is the Just God
and the Justifier also of them who believe in Jesus. For He is the
pivot upon which all hangs. "My beloved Son, in Whom I am well
pleased." "I know." " He knoweth them that trust in Him."
Now let us look at His" I know" in St. John x. 24, "I know My
sheep." He knows all the foolish wandering and the various injuries,
small and great, that afflict His sheep in their going astray. "I know
the things that come into your mind," not only the actions but the
thoughts that are not always carried into action. "I know that thou
wouldest deal very treacherously." The sins and the rebellions and
the wanderings are no surprise to Him. He knew them all beforehand. And therefore was the Covenant purpose formed to rescue His
sheep. Sheep, as we all know, are easily frightened, and they infect
each other with fear. If one go astray all the flock will follow; just
as now, if any error be promulgated, numbers congregate to hear it, and
many, like the poor sheep, think there is safety in numbers. But the
Lord knows His sheep; knows them by name, not simply in the
aggregate as a flock, albeit they all bear His mark upon them, but
personally, each one by name. "He calleth His own sheep by name,
and leadeth them out." The sweetness of the word "Ieadeth" was
pointed out to me lately. He does not say, "That is the way, go
there," but, " Come along with Me." It implies taking by the hand.
The Lord knows His sheep-and the passage goes on to say, "and
am known of Mine." There is a mutual knowledge. They know His
voice, they know His word, they know His leading, they know His love,
they know His faithfulness, they know Him, and they follow Him.
" A stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know
not the voice of strangers." Is not this just like the people of God 1
New ideas, strange theories, up-to-date ways of thinking have no charm
for His sheep. They know not, they recognize not Him in them, and
they flee from all that does not embrace the full pure Gospel of His
grace, the Gospel that shines through and through with Himself.
" They know not the voice of strangers," and will not follow. I dare
say many of my readers heard the late beloved Dr. Doudney, a
former EDITOR of this MAGAZINE, relate how he tested this fact once
when in Ireland. Seeing how closely the sheep followed the shepherd
and knew his voice however distant, he bought some of the sheep and
proceeded to call them to him, but they took no notice of him. He
used the same words and the same sounds, but they would not come
to him or follow him. They knew not the voice of the stranger, and
a stranger would they not follow.
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" I know My sheep, and am known of Mine." There is the heart to
heart fellowship, the heart to heart knowledge. Yes," I know them,
and they follow Me: and I give unto them eternal life ; and they shall
never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand." He
is a bountiful Giver, even at the cost of His own precious life-for He
gave His life for His sheep. "I am the good shepherd, the good
shepherd giveth His life for the sheep." He gave His life that He
might give wnto them eternal life. Well do the sheep know Him and
love Him. "I am known of Mine." " Mine"! Oh! what a sacred
word. "Thou art Mine "-My sheep, My redeemed, My blood·bought
purchase, My gift from My Father; "Mine "-known of Me from the
foundation of the world, and Mine everlastingly. " Neither shall any
man plnck them out of My hand "-My special treasure, My jewels,
My beloved. Wondrous union! " I in them," and we "in Christ."
His suffering, His shame, His death, His resurrection, His glory, all
ours, for we are in Him and He in us. As one wrote sweetly more
than five hundred and fifty years ago :"I dwell in thee, and with thee am I crowned,
And thou dost dwell in Me.
Thou art joined to Me, 0 Mine own) for ever,

And nearer thou canst not be.
Shall aught on earth or in heaven sever
Myself from Me?"
Another" I know" is in Exod. ill. 7. "I know their sorrows." Ah!
does not He enter into the heart's deepest agony. He knows all, dear
mourning reader, dear sorrowing reader; of whatever nature or degree
thy sorrow is, He knows. He knows how it came, why it came, and
how long it will last; it is all in His own hands. Sometimes we meet
someone, and with our surface knowledge say: "Oh, how bright she is!
Life seems to flow along so smoothly with her, as it does for some
people; she evidently knows nothing of care or perplexity." Ah!
but the Lord says, "I know her sorrows." She may present a smiling
face to outsiders, for she has told Him all, and He knows more than she
has told Him. She has learnt the happy secret of the two lines"Give others the sunshine,

Tell Jesus the rest,"
and also of"What though drought be all around me,
Desert land on every side,
With that Spring of love and gladness
Shall I not be satisfied?"
Mourning child of God, think upon Him and tell Him all. He
knows how to comfort. The disciples after burying John the Baptist
"went and told Jesus." They found in that telling their sweetest
solace. Hath He not bid thee to cast all thy care npon Him, for He
careth for thee? " Bring every weary burden, thy sin, thy fear, thy
grief." You need not enter into every detail, describing every pang-
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no; FIe knows. You know the sense of restfulness when, in great
inexpressible sorrow, you are with a dear and intimate friend or a sweet
tender moth,er; you just sit beside her with her hand clasped in yours
saying nothing, but her intense silent sympathy goes out to you and
soothes you in a way that no torrent of words ever could. You feel
that she knows your sorrow and that she fully understands it all without
any explanation. Thus FIe knows and comforts. The silence of love
with Him indicates its depth, and" as one whom his mother comforteth,
so will I comfort you."
But do note the continuation of the passage: "I know their sorrows;
and I am come down to deliver them." The Lord not only knows but
will deliver, and, as St. Peter expressed it, " The Lord knoweth how to
deliver." He is not straitened. "His wisdom is great as His power,
and neither knows measure nor end." All seems so dark and mysterious
to us, so impossible; but the impossible with men is possible with God.
Be assured, dear reader, He not only knows thy sorrows but will come
down to deliver thee. It may not be immediately that thy sorrow
will be relieved. In the case these words concern, the Lord was forty
years in bringing His people through the Red Sea and the wildern ess,
but He led them safely, and by "the right way." They entered the
Promised Land with rejoicing, even as He had said.
Another" I know," which will come home to the active Christian,
is the assurance repeated seven times to the Churches-" I know thy
works." Each Church, even as each individual member of the Church,
is known and his works are scrutinized. I have noticed several times
how gently the Lord of the Church criticizes. "He will not break the
bruised reed, nor quench the smoking flax." "I know thy works,"
He says, " and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not
bear them which are evil." With each He begins with commendation
ere He proceeds to point out the evil. He holds up the fainting head
lest it be overcome with the censure, so gentle is He in all His dealings.
Thus He says to each one of us, " I know thy works."
Then, lastly, the sweet" I know" in J er. xxix. 11: "I know the
thoughts that I think toward you." But, dear reader, He does not
end there, leaving us in doubt and fear as to the trend of His thoughts;
He graciously proceeds to reveal the character of His thoughts"thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end." This
emphatic" I know" implies strong assurance. They are thoughts of
peace, reconciliation between God and man in Christ Jesus, peace which
is cloudless, peace from the Covenant love in Divine purpose, peace
from the light of His countenance---" the peace of God." He is not a
God of vengeance to His own people. He is not a God of hatred to the
sons of His love. No, His thoughts are not of evil but of peace, to give
you an expected end. The end or object is expected and known to
Him, and what FIe expects will not fail. It is sme. His thoughts of
peace are abiding thoughts and unchanging. The end He expects is
one of peace, the accomplishment of the finished work of " the Prince
of Peace." Notice, dear reader, the word" give,"-" to give you an
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expected end." "The gift of God is eternal life," and" this life is in
His Son." He" gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." These thoughts
of peace are all wrought in Christ Jesus. He is the Peace.
See, dear child of God, how all is concentrated in Him, the Gift and
the Giver. Thoughts of peace-since Christ died and rose again;
thoughts of peace-sealed by the Holy Comforter to the believer's soul;
thoughts of peace-" My peace I give unto you; not as the world
giveth "; thoughts of peace-the "peace that passeth all understanding"; thoughts of peace-peace which will culminate in the
heaven of the Presence of the God of peace, when we shall be presented
"faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy"faultless, because in Christ Jesus.
NETTIE.

" SEEN" AND" NOT SEEN."
" Whom having not seen, ye love,. in Whom, though now ye see Him not,
yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and lull 0/ glory:
receiving the end 0/ your faith, even the salvation 0/ you.r sou.ls."1 PETER i. 8, 9.
(Concluded /rr>m page 549.)
LAST month we considered "Seen" and" Not Seen" under three
allpects: estate, experience, and eternity. Let us now consider the
" seen" and "not seen" of establishment. With the teaching of
the Spirit, we may gain a lesson from Thomas, as given us in John
xx. 29. Thomas was undoubtedly already a believer, but he was not
wholly established in the faith. What do we know about him ~
Much more by inference than by information, for we have few of his
words recorded. Apparently his love was deep, ardent, and quiet.
There seems more of longing than of lack of faith in John xiv. 5.
Possibly, too, he was more apt to speak to others than directly to
Jesus Himself (see John xi. 16). Perhaps all human beings are prone
to this. It is more easy to most of us to appeal to a friend than to
go simply to Jesus. But how infinitely better to go straight to Him
with everything. Although on this occasion Thomas did not remonstrate with his Lord or attempt to turn Him from His purpose, his
words imply something of his character, and suggest real love and
ardent devotion. When he fancied that Jesus was going into danger
and death, his impulse, his immediate desire, was to " die with Him."
For the moment he forgot everything but the fear of losing sight of
His beloved Master. How far could the human man "go" with
Him when later he had the opportunity ~ A very little way-not
8S far as he might have done.
When he was permitted to "go"
with Jesus on the way to His death, Thomas, like the rest, " forsook
Him and fled." But at the time of which we are speaking Thomas
believed in himself, whether or no he believed in Jesus.
A little afterwards eame the test, that terrible ten days in his life,
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between the crucifixion and the second Sabbath. It must have been an
awful time to Thomas. Surely there was, as it were, only a suspension
of faith. He had believed that Jesus was the Messiah. Probably he
still in a way believed it. He clung to the belief maybe as a hope,
and yet, like the others, feared that it was a dead hope after all. We
know nothing of how Thomas spent this interim. Where he was and
what he was doing we are not told. But we are told that he was not
where he ought to have been, and we are told what he lost by it. On
the resurrection day he was not" where the disciples were assembled"
to praise and pray. His faith had so far failed as to allow him to
forfeit one thing that was left to him. The privilege of worslllp was
still his, but he did not avail himself of it. How like we are to Thomas.
If one thing that we value is withdrawn, we often cease to value what
is still left to us. So" Thomas ... was not with them when Jesus
came." And when he heard what had happened, he refused to
"believe." But oh! the conflict wlllch must have ensued and raged
ceaselessly within him. Has ever mortal man lived through a week
of more agonizing suspense than Thomas went through between that
first Easter day and the following Sabbath, "after eight days"?
Surely not! Can not you picture the man? Miserable, restless,
lonely, and alone. Mefancies he scarcely sought or wanted his fellowmen-just then. What conflict, what soul torture, he must have
endured; fear consuming him, faith and hope, self-blame for his lost
opportunity, longing love for his Lord, all commiogliog duriog that
seemingly intermioable "eight days." But it was over at last!
" And after eight days, again His disciples were within, and Thomas
with them: then came Jesus." Surely not one of them more ardently
desired His coming, scarcely one can have watched for that comiog
as Thomas watched. And this same Jesus, Who had said to the
believing Mary, " Touch Me not," said to Thomas, " Reach Illther thy
hand and thrust it into My side, and be not faithless but believing.
And Thomas answered ... My Lord and my God." Assurance
came with the look. Apparently the touch was not needed. We
are told that he spoke in response, we are not told that he touched
Jesus. I believe that he did not, but we can not be sure. We know
that Mary Magdalene was permitted to "touch" Him finally--she
with the other Mary "came and held Him by the feet" (Matt. xxviii. 9).
We have our Lord's declaration concerniog the establishment of
Thomas's faith, "Because thou hast seen !\'le, thou hast believed:
blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed." We have
not now the physical touch, we have not even the physical eyesight.
\Ve must "believe" though we "have not seen" that Jesus is the
Son of God and that He died and rose for our redemption. "Blessed"
are they to whom the Spirit reveals this by faith. Blessed, thrice
blessed are they who grasp the Redeemer's matchless love as evidenced
to Thomas. Jesus stooped to the much-tried faith of the much-tried
man. He built up and established that which was well-nigh gone.
His love is as merciful and as matchless to-day. To-day He still holds
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out His hand to the trembling, longing, weak believer. To-day the
response may again be given, "My Lord and my God."
Turn next to the" seen" and" not seen" of endurance, Rom. viii.
24, 25. " Hope that is seen is not hope," but" we hope for that we
see not." Yes, the Spirit-born child of God groans indeed to be
delivered from the bondage of corruption. Whichever way we turn
we are met by our own inbred sinfulness, by our actively wrong
inclinations, by our evil propensities; in fact, in self, nothing but
corruption meets us. We must look away to the renewing influence
of the Spirit and the redeeming efficacy of our Saviour's blood to
be delivered from the present evil. But salvation is much more than
this. We are waiting and groaning for the redemption of our body.
We also "hope for that we see not, then do we ,vith patience wait
for it." This final redemption includes everything. The soul of the
believer is redeemed now, but we still" wait" for" the redemption of
our body." This will usher in perfection. A perfect salvation
includes a perfect body, a perfect home, and a perfect future with a
perfect Saviour. Yes, and a perfect spirit, too. For how often here
our spirit is oat of tune; how often now our spirit is weary even of
good things, because of the infirmities of the flesh and the influence of
the body. It will not be so there, for our endurance will then be over.
This leads us to the" seen" and" not seen" of enjoyment. "Eye
hath not seen ... but God hath revealed" (1 Cor. ii. 9-12). Many
of " the things which God hath prepared" are as yet unseen save to
the Spirit-taught man. To him how much is "revealed." What
wonderful present preparation the Christian is constantly discovering
in his every-day life. "Now we have received, not the spirit of the
world. but the spirit which is of God; that we might /.;now the
things that are freely given to us of God." There is unutterable
enjoyment in this grand revelation, which is given in a greater or less
degree to every blood-bought soul. "I know Whom I have believed,
and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed
unto Him against that day." This is the believing thankful language
of his heart, and his faith reaches forward to the full future which will
cover all his needs and complete all his desires. By faith it is all
" revealed" to him now, though" eye hath not seen" it as yet. He
has a present enjoyment of future prospects and a present realization
of spiritual things. He can "see" what he has" not seen" really!
Let us look now at the "seen" and "not seen" of evidence, as
shown to us in Heb. xi. 1, 3, 7. "Faith is the substance of things
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen"; "Through faith we
understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that
things which are seen were not made of things which do appear." "By
faith" it was also, that Noah was " moved with fear," "being warned
of God of things not seen as yet." We did not see the creation take
place; by faith we believe that it happened. Noah did not see the
flood beforehand, except by faith. He believed that" things not seen
as yet" were to follow. Terrible" things," destructive" things," his
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faith in God told him were coming, and he acted accordingly. Would
we were as quick to take the Lord's warnings. How many they are.
How often they sound. How frequently we have abundant evidence
that life is short and death is often sudden. How" few," in spite
of Noah's active preaching, were ready for the flood. "Only eight
persons were saved." How few, in spite of awful things happening
around us now, are ready for death. Beloved reader, are you ready 1
Have you the evidence of faith 1 You have often been warned. Not
long ago you had a dangerous illness, recently your friend was killed
in a railway accident. These are God's warnings. And all these
things are as nothing compared with an eternity in hell, "prepared"
-so God says-" for the devil and his angels." Has it ever struck
you that if you are Dot on the Lord's side, you are one of the devit's
" angels" 1 It is an awful thought, but it is God's statement and I
can not alter it and you can not alter it. Oh! may YOtl never sce those
awful" things."
One more-the" seen" and" not seen" of expectation. "Blessed
are the eyes which see the things that ye see: for I tell you, that many
prophets and kings have desired to see those things which ye see, and
have not seen them" (Luke x. 23, 24). These are our Lord's own
words. Long desire, long, long expectation, had run through all the
ages-to "see" the first coming of Christ and all that it involved.
Now it has been" seen." But a new hope, a new expectation still
remains to the Church, the expectation of His second coming. It
is one of " the things not seen" as yet, but like many prophets and
kings of old, we too long to see all that His coming involves. "He
That shall come, will come and will not tarry" when the fullness of th~
time is come! Then shall our expectation be turned into sight when
that which is perfect is come. "Now we see through a glass darkly;
but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know
even as also I am known." This shall be " at the appearing of J esllS
Christ," "Whom having not seen (we) love."
Brixton.

ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.

CERTAINTY.
THE subject of assurance is a most important point in Christian
experience. It is the witness in the court of conscience; it is the
sealing of the Spirit; it is the testimony of God in the soul; it is the
liberty of the children to call God Father; it is the knowledge of the
forgiveness of sins; it is the most blessed spot a child of God can reach
before he enters heaven. But how is it to be obtained 1 That is the
question about which .huge mistakes are made-mistakes that do but
rivet the fetters which bind the people of God, whereby the righteous
are made sad and hypocrites rejoice. The most are for giving a
recipe whereby· the difficulty may be removed, but in the mode of
dealing with bandaged souls the Arminianism of our nature often
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crops up, however sound upon other points of doctrine. Many will
recoil from the idea of setting the creature to work, or giving him any
share in conversion, and yet in the matter of liberty will set the poor
soul to work as hard as the Israelites of old. The duty-faith creed so
popular in our day is nothing more nor less than Egyptian tyranny,
that says, "Ye are idle, ye are idle: go therefore now and work, for
there shall no straw be given you, yet shall ye deliver the tale of bricks."
The Arminian notion that there is a free will in man capable of turning
to God is, so to speak, the raw material out of which he can weave a
covering. Now, those who are enlightened, and understand a little
of God's free-grace salvation, reject this view; they do not credit the
doctrine of raw material left, whereby, with the aid of the Spirit's
striving, fallen man can produce a covering in part, or in whole; but
many hold this view, that, when a soul is converted, a stock of grace
is given which man can turn to account, and whereby he can make use
of the letter of the Word to spiritual profit: therefore, with the grace
given, and the Word before his eyes, he can receive and embrace
Gospel truth, to the comfort and enjoyment of his soul, and to the
happy assurance of his present and final safety. Now, this is subtle
Arn'inianism. Those who hold this opinion-and they are legion-do
not see through this veil; but the mischief they have done, and continue to do, in the Church of God, is a matter of sorrowful experience
to tried souls. When Paul arrived at Ephesus and found certain
disciples there, he put this question to them, "Have ye received the
Holy Ghost since ye believed ~" Their answer was, " We have not
so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost." Now, this is
applicable to the teaching of the present time, and this lies at the root
of the evil in the matter of assurance; man is set to do that for himself,
through the letter of the Word, which only can be effected by the
sovereign power of the Holy Ghost. The Apostle, writing to the
Ephesians, says, "Mter that ye believed, ye were sealed with that
Holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest of our inheritance." This
was the internal evidence to the work of salvation, which gives validity
to, and a sense of personal interest in, the work of Christ. But the
momentous point is how to get at it ~ Only by the sovereign power of
the Holy Ghost, revealing and applying the work of Christ. "Hc
shall take of Mine and shew it unto you." There is no other way.
" This is the work of God, that ye believe." But this" believing" is
a term confounded with a natural faith in the mind of many, whereas,
in Scripture, it is defined as a special and supernatural gift to some
of the family of man, who are begotten again by the will of God,
and thus made partakers of " the faith of God's elect," and that by
"the operation of God " upon the soul. Sinners who are made new
creatures in Christ Jesus want to know that they shall be saved. They
want to be told by the Lord that they are His. They want to know
that they shall be received into heaven when they die, and not go to
hell with the Godless. They want to have that all-important question
settled, and to have the peace of God in their souL No letter evidence
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will do for such; no false peace will satisfy them; the good opinion
of others affords no comfort; this vital question must be settled by
God Himself.
"Speak, Lord, and my terrors shall cease;

The blood of atonement apply;
And lead me to Jesus for peaceThe Rock that is higher than 1."
So the cry is, "Say unto my soul, I am thy salvation." To such
tremblers in Zion belong all the privileges and blessings of the Gospel.
But here we must distinguish between fact and experience. God's elect,
as they stand in Christ Jesus, are accepted, justified, sanctified,
pardoned, and blessed with all spiritual blessings in Christ. They
"are complete in Him." All the days of their unregeneracy they are
sanctified by God the Father and preserved in Christ J esns; but in
God's time they are called to the 1:nowledge of themselves as sinners,
and of Christ as the only remedy for sin. The soul made sensible 01
its lost state by nature is a firm believer in his own sinnership; he has no
doubts at all on this point; he is in the full assurance of guilt, deserved
wrath, and utter helplessness. And here many a dear child of God
has been kept long years, and dare not say that anyone Gospel blessing
was his. But how wonderful to retrace the way when deliverance is
vouchsafed, and to remember the helps, "the handfuls of purpose,"
the secret supports, the love tokens, the gracious whispers, the blinks
of mercy that kept the soul, in its lowest state, from despair, and
encouraged the heart to hope against hope, so that the poor tried child
of God could say, " Other refuge have I none." Tell him to believe
and be happy-he can not; he would if he could, but the herculean
task is beyond his power; gladly would he roll off his burden, but he
is unable to do it. Tell him he ought to believe, and it is his duty to
rejoice and be glad, for the written Word is full of promises, and meets
his case exactly; this is but to rub salt into his wounds. Tell him
by refusing the blessings of the Gospel, in the pardon of sin and happiness in Christ, he makes God a liar, and dishonours the God he adores;
this is to strike the dying dead. Neither coaxing nor scolding can
bring a living soul into liberty, any more than it can give a dead soul
life. " It is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of
God That sheweth mercy." And so everyone born of the Spirit finds
out sooner or later, and that Gospel liberty is a matter of Divine, special,
sovereign Ievelation. It runs thus, "I will, and they shall!" And,
when the time of love appointed by the Father of mercies is come, then,
by the gracious power of the Spirit of God, the day of release sets the
captive free, the child cries, " Abba, Father," and the heir enters upon
his inheritance.
As in conversion, so in the matter of liberty, the Lord is pleased to
make use of instruments to accomplish His own work; but for the
most part He puts the seal Himself, by the Word of His grace spoken
to the soul. The affecting story of the reconciliation of J oseph and
his brethren has often been repeated, spiritually, in the experience of
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God's people: "And he cried, Cause every man to go out from me;
and there stood no man with him while J oseph made himself known
unto his brethren."
The display of sovereignty in the gift of pardon and peace to a
believer is manifest in the individual history of each child of God.
Some are favoured at an earlier stage with the Irnowledge of the
remission of sins than others, who have to lie long wlder the misery of
unpardoned guilt; and some, after they have had the clearest proofs of
childship, drop into doubts and fears, and pass through severe trial by
the loss of their roll. In this spot the support of " a full assurance of
understanding" in God's truth is blessedly valuable, and the enlightened
believer who is led into the secret of Covenant mercy, and can look to the
doctrines of the Gospel as the foundation of his deliverance, has great
advantage over those who are taught that faith lmites the sinner to
Christ, and makes the starting-point in religion to begin in time, and
not in the annals of eternity, when Father, Son, and Spirit covenanted to
choose and save the Church of God.
It is very common, in dealing with souls in bondage, to draw out
legal rules, framed upon the letter of the Word, as means whereby the
pardon of sin may be obtained; but there is no way whereby a sinner
can work himseH out of prison but by the power ofalmighty grace that sets
the prisoner free and delivers the lawful captive. Many are the devices
of legal teachers to pnsh convinced souls into liberty, and that numbers
get into false peace is evident from lamentable results. The Word
is received with joy, but our Lord declared, "He that endureth to the
end, the same shall be saved." The instructions contained in the Word
of God for distressed souls may be snmmed up in two words, "Pray"
and" Wait." "But," say some, "does not the Word say, 'Make your
calling and election sure' 1" True, and this is an encouragement to
pray. The promise runs, " The vision is yet for an appointed time; in
the end it shall speak, and not lie," and this is sweet encouragement
to wait. Distressed souls are sure to pick up crumbs here and there
from the Book of God, and sometimes they will even turn upon the
enemy, and make their dismal state a ground of hope, when the talk of
legal teachers and rejoicing professors drives them to the borders of
despair. There is no danger of a living soul being satisfied with a
false peace or legal obedience as the way to liberty. The Spirit of God
in the soul will cry out against such miserable comforters. Persuaded
of their own helplessness, they want the voice of Jesus to say, "Loose
him and let him go." The Apostles, when falsely imprisoned, would
not accept of liberty from subordinates. "Nay, verily," said they,
" let them come themselves and fetch us ont." So says a child of
God in a spiritual sense. The appeals to the sinner in bonds to deliver
himself, to come to Jesus, and obtain his liberty on the ground of the
printed Word, received by a natmal faith, the weakest believer feels
is to dishonour the work of God's Spirit, as said our Lord, " It is tbe
Spirit That qnickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I
speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life." To many of God's
39
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redeemed and called family the want of assurance as to salvation is the
cross that has followed them all their spiritnal life, till they reached the
brink of Jordan. It has been the clond that has shaded all their
mercies, temporal and spiritual; they have, like J acob, gone halting
all their journey; bnt, at the last, the light of God has shone in upon
them, so that their end has been joy and peace in believing, and poor
tremblers in Zion have gone Home with a shout of triumph, and proved
that" the lame take the prey."
"But," say some objectors, " how low they lived below their privileges." Privilege means peculiar benefits freely and gratuitously
bestowed, nor can any possess beyond what God is pleased to give,
but all the privileges God designs He will see that His childreu shall
have and enjoy. So, when the time of liberty, pardon, and peace is
come, the' winter then is past, the rain is over and gone, the flowers
appear on the earth, and the time of the singing of birds is come, the
voice of the turtle is heard in the land, and the child of God receives with
joy then, and not till then, the peculiar privilege his soul has long
desired.
"But," say some, "how dishonouring are all doubts to the fullness of
blessing that there is for saints as treasured up in the Gospel!" We
deny that it is dishonouring; such honest but anxious souls are
unconsciously doing a great work under great disadvantages. They
are tacitly, at least, asserting the sovereignty of the Spirit, for they
would faiu be delivered from their bonds, but they can not undo the
prison doors till Jesus comes and sets them free. They are living
testimonies to the power of grace, that keeps them clinging to Jesus,
amidst all discouragements, and to the mightiness of that faith which
says, "Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him "-year after year
waiting for the word of release, and yet not wearied out: still looking,
still hoping, still crying. Surely this is somewhat like the sight Moses
of old saw, the bush burning with fire, and the bush not consumed.
Such poor tried souls are living wonders, for they are" kept by the
power of God through faith unto salvation." They belong to the flock
of slaughter, and are marked as God's property, and it shall be true
concerning these sheep, " Them also I must bring, and they shall hear
My voice."
But during this gloomy interval many important lessons are learnt
in Christ's school, such as the worth of the mercy seat, the value of the
Word, the use of Gospel means, humility, separation from the world,
tenderness of conscience, sobriety of conduct, close cleaving to the.
people of God. All these, and many other useful lessons, are .taught
the child of God while in legal bonds, which mark the difference between
the lifeless professor that desires and hath nothing, and the quickened
soul. So the promise shall be fulfilled at last in all the elect family of
God, " Howbeit when He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will guide
you into all truth. . . . . He shall glorify Me: for He shall receive of
Mine, and shall shew it unto you."
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FAITH AND WORKS.
"COME and let us go over to the Philistines' garrison," J onathan
proposed to his armour-bearer. And the armour-bearer, of one heart
and the same mind, willingly agreed. The way lay between two sharp
rocks, and it was by laborious climbing rather than by easy walking
that they reached their goal. But God was in it, and with them, and
they gained a prompt victory over their enemies. And although
,Jonathan's faith at the beginning had grasped only a " may be".. there is no restraint to the Lord "-yet at thc end the" let us" was
seen to have been" ye shall."
The Apostle, speaking in the Word of the Lord, invites his brethren
and sisters to join him in the narrow way. "Let us go forth unto Him
without the camp, bearing His reproach." .. Let us lay aside every
weight" -every clog of our present estate; let us lay aside also" the sin
which doth so easily beset us," and" let us run with patience the race
that is set before us." He says again: "Let us hold fast the profession
of our faith without wavering "-the outward profession of the truths
of the Gospel, iu meekness contending against those who oppose themselves; the inward profession, amid the ceaseless exercises of faith,
of that which we have in experience of Christ's salvation. "Let us
cleanse ourselves from the filthiness of the flesh", let us cast off the
works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. Such are the
precepts of the Gospel of Christ, and He said Himself that narrow is
the way.
He gives more grace. He is not a father who commanc13 and does
not receive obedience. In following, "the soul of the diligent shall be
made fat", "He that tilleth his land shall have plenty of bread"; bnt
yet it remains that the sole increase is of God. "Having then gifts
differing according to the grace that is given to ns, whether prophecy,
let ns prophesy according to the proportion of faith; or ministry, let
us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; or he
that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with
simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy,
with cheerfulness "-delivered on the one hand from Pharisaic zeal
and pride and from creature ability; on the other hand either from
sloth, or from too great carefnlness, as if results were other than the
Lord's.
" Let ns go on unto perfection," though no thing good towards God
was ever in, or ever shall come out of, the flesh. "Let us, as many as
be perfect, be thus miuded " with Paul-to press forward" forgetting
the things which are behind," while yet God says we shall remember
all the way that He has led us. "Let us fear" with a Godly, childlike
fear. "Let us labour to enter into rest," at the same time ceasing from
our own works. "Let us consider one another," not unwisely comparing; "let us love one another."
To return to J onathan and the young man, his armour-bearer. We
read with regard to the rocks that" the name of the one was Bozez, and
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the name of the other Seneh. The forefront of the one was situate
northward over against Michmash, and the other southward over
against Gibeah." It may be that there is a spiritual significance in
all this which does not at once appear. But they" climbed up upon
[their] hands and upon [their] feet," and we may think of Paul's" holy
hands" lifted up " without wrath or donbting "; we may think of his
"feet shod with the preparation of the Gospel." But how short in
knowledge, how lacking in wisdom, might, and understanding the
family of God is. Yet He gives liberally, upbraiding not. He says,
" If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God." He is able to give
exceeding abundantly above all we can ask or think, for Christ's sake.
" Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need"; boldly, yet not
presumptuously; asking largely, bnt all in Jesus' name. "Let us draw
near with a true heart in fnll assurance of faith."
The Holy Ghost reveals the love of the Father and the grace of the
Redeemer, and in the power of the Spirit-though on the one hand
God's righteonsness is as the great mountains, on the other iniquities
abound-the way is found that leads to victory. The conflict ceases.
" Come, My beloved, let us go forth into the field; let us lodge in the
villages. Let us get up early to the vineyards: let us see if the vine
flourish, whether the tender grape appear, and the pomegranates bud
forth: there will I give thee My loves." Shall they not who love these
things say among themselves, "0 come, let us sing unto the Lord:
let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of our salvation. Let us come
before His presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto
Him with psalms" 1
FOLLOWER·ON.

A RELIC OF 'IOPLADY.

" The r'ighteOlt8 is an everlasting !Oltndation."-PRoV. x. 25.
THE Daily Telegraph of Aug. 26th and of Sept. 1st, gave a most
interesting article, with a photographic view, on the famous Orange
Street Chapel in St. lVlartin's Street, which is now to be demolished.
It was the place of worship used by the Huguenots whell they took
refuge in England at the time of the religious persecntiOtlS of the
si.." teenth century. "Henry VIII., "'ith his usual large views, refused
to surrender any religions refngee. From the beginning of his reign
to the end he little realized the enormous part he was playing in the
renascellce of Christiallity, aud probably he would have scouted the
idea that even at the end of his life he was a sympathizer with Luther.
But it was a different matter wherever territorial rights were concerned,
and Henry's long tight upper lip stiffened at the mere whisper of extra·
ditioll." Thns the persecuted religious bodies on the Continent came
over to England, and were allowed to settle; and were" patterns for
Thrift, Honesty, Industry, and Sobriety." They had their places of
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worship, notably the Crypt in Canterbury Cathedral (in which our
revered EDI'roR of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE has been privileged to preach
the everlasting Gospel to their descendants); and the Church in
Orange Street, which adjoins the famous house built and resided in by
Sir Isaac Newton, who chose the spot" because there he might have
his observatory free from obstructions."
In this" oldest of the Nonconformist churches in Westminster,"
says the Daily Telegraph, " (for this unpretentious building was founded
by French Huguenots as far back as 1693) the last religious services
were held yesterday (Aug. 31st), and the fabric will at once pass to
the housebreaker. Newton's house will, it is understood, soon after be
involved in the common destruction," and a modern place of worship
is to be erected in their stead.
Our minds revert to the sacred associations of the immortal Augustus
Montague Toplady with the Orange Street Church. During the last
year of his life (1778), which he spent mostly in London, he preached
again and again in Orange Street. From" The Life of Toplady," by
Mr. Wright, of Olney, we glean some references to this sacred spot.
From Salisbury, where owing to his enfeebled health he broke his
journey to Broad Hembury, whither he was going to settle up his
earthly affairs, he writes to Mr. Hussey: '" God's good providence
brought me hither yesterday early in the afternoon, quite unfatigued
by the journey, and rejoicing in spirit before Him. My mind is quite
at rest. All my affairs respecting both this world and a better are
completely settled. My salvation was provided for, in the Covenant of
Grace, from all eternity, and sealed by the finished redemption of my
adorable Saviour. God only can tell how deeply my Christian friends
and the dear people at Orange Street dwell upon my heart.''' "By
April 18th Toplady was back in town, and on the 19th, Easter Sunday,
he preached again iu Orange Street, taking for his text Ps. xxvi. 19.
But he looked ill and worn, and his hoarseness was so great that he was
unahle to finish the sermon. On each of the four succeeding Sundays
he occupied the pulpit; and his devoted and affectionate people,
seeing death in his wasted face, listened each time as if it were to be the
last. One Sunday evening, he was so feeble that he would have been
unable to ascend the pulpit stairs had not Dr. Gifford and the Rev.
John Ryland come forward to assist him. He preached on that
occasion from Gen. vii. 16: 'The Lord shut him in,' and among his
auditory were the Countess of Huntingdon, Lady Anne Erskine, the
Honourable Thomas Erskine, the Earl of Dartmouth, Sir Joshua
Reynolds, David Garrick, Waiter Row, Dr. William Kendrick, the Rev.
John Barclay, and Mr. Brooksbank, a lay preacher at the Moorfields
Tabernacle. . . . In the middle of May his physicians prevailed upon
him to keep his room; but a little later the news reached him that a
report was circulatiug to the effect that he had renounced those principles which it had been his life's work to proclaim. The old fire burnt
within him, and he straightway resolved, let the consequences be what
they might, to deny the report with his own lips and in public. His
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physicians vainly implored him to abandon the idea, declaring he
would probably die in the execution of it. ' I would rather,' replied
Toplady with firmness, ' die in the harness than in the stall.' And so,
on Sunday morning, June 14th, he had his poor emaciated body, in
which dwelt an ardent and unconquerable soul, conveyed to Orange
Street. The sermon was preached by Dr. I1lingworth (his curate),
and when it was over, Toplady, to the ntter astonishment of the
people, who had never expected to see him or hear his voice again,
ascended the pulpit. He gave out his text, 2 Pet. i. 13, 14, 'Yea, I
think it meet,' etc. . . . The incident was an affecting one. Many
hearts were touched, many eyes welled with tears; the invitation so
heartily given [to some elder brethren of another denomination in the
congregation to join afterwards in commemorating with them the
Lord's dying love at His table] was willingly accepted. One who was
present at this loving sacrament, said of Toplady, 'His unbounded
confidence in the fullness of God, and his joy and rejoicing in Christ
Jesus, I have not words to describe. He appeared more like an inhabitant from heaven than a mortal man encumbered with disease and
pain.' "
The illness which ended fatally soon after this last appearance in
Orange Street Church was-to use his biographer's words as uttered
by the beloved Toplady mmself-" , An almost uninterrupted sunshine
of God's countenance,' and his mind was wholly occupied with heavenly
things. 'Oh, what delights! ' he would exclaim; 'Who can fathom
the joys of heaven. I praise God for continuing to me my understanding in clearness; but,' he added in a rapture, ' for what is most of all
His abiding presence and the shining of His love upon my soul. The
sky is clear, there is no cloud. Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly.'''
And soon after, the immortal spirit of the beloved Augustus Montague
Toplady passed into the immediate presence of Jesus, Who is the
Centre and Sun of heaven's refulgent glory_
Orange Street Church was the poorer for the removal of this eminent
servant of God. But our God has His servants in reserve, and after
Toplady's decease the pulpit was occupied at intervals by those faithful
ambassadors of Christ, the Rev. Richard Cecil, the Rev. Henry Foster,
and the Rev. Thomas Scott the commentator. Subsequently, in 1787,
the chapel was purchased by the Congregationalists, who have held it
up to the present time, and whose object in demolishing this edifice,
around which are woven such sacred associations, is to replace it by a
more modern and commodious building. To us, "the memory of the
just is blessed," and the same living Word declares, "The righteous
shall be had in everlasting remembrance"; "Their works do follow
them." So that promised and Covenanted-for " seed," which is yet
to" serve Him," rejoice to recount how the precious truths of the everlasting Gospel, which was so faithfully and fully preached by the servants of God who have long since gone to their rest, are yet as sweet
music in their ears, and will live and continue so long as the Lord, the
faithful God, has a people to be sought for, brought out, built up, and
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fed by the same truths which satisfied our forefathers all along the ages ;
and which taught them to give all the glory of their salvation unto the
One Who alone is worthy to receive it.

R.

A MELTING SEASON.
" Grace reigns to pardon crimson sine,

And melt the hardest hearts;
And from the work it once begins,
It nevermore departs."--Newton.

BLESSED be God for this, and that thereby the Covenant promise of a
Triune J ehovah is made good and accomplished in the sweet experience
of one of His vessels of mercy, namely, "Then will I sprinkle clean
water upon you, and ye shall be clean; from all your fiJthiMSS, and
from all your idols, will I cleanse you. A new heart also will I give
you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the
stony heart out of your flesh; and I will give you an heart of flesh"
(Ezek. xxxvi. 25, 26).
The truth of this Scripture was most sweetly illustrated to the writer
by a passage in the" Memorials of a Gracious Life, with the Diary and
Letters of George Cowell" (page 39) :-" At that time I followed from
place to place' men of truth,' the Lord opening my heart to receive it
with joy. Jewin Crescent Chapel, where Mr. Irons used to preach on
Wednesday evenings, was a place of constant resort, and like a true
shepherd, dear J oseph Irons closely watched me and carefully tended
me. I was much exercised on the subject of baptism, and he was wont
to invite me to his vestry before the service, and many a sweet converse
did we have hefore he went into his pulpit and I into my pew. But
that favoured spot, Grove Chapel, was really my spiritual birthplace.
Yes, in No. 5 pew the Lord met and melted me, through the Word
preached by dear J oseph Irons from the Song of Solomon vi. 11, "I
went down into the garden of nuts to see the fruits of the valley, and
to see whether the vine flourished, and the pomegranates budded.' In
that sermon, and under the expression 'the pomegranates budded' I
became sensibly affected, and wept like a child. The dear man of God
seemed to turn out my heart, and tell of all I had been realizing as ' a
seeker after Jesus.' My eldest sister was with me at the time, and
knew that it was life Divine I was experiencing, and the work of Divine
grace in my soul, through the power of the Holy Spirit. On the
following Sabbath evening, Mr. Irons preached from the words, ' Babes
in Grace.' This broke me down altogether, joy and peace followed,
yet afterwards doubts and fears lest it was all a delusion.
" Thank God it was no deception, and as I write these words, forty
years after, I can declare the God of my salvation has kept me and
blessed me abundantly. It was the revelation of Himself that broke
my heart and caused me to feel He was just the Saviour of love and
mercy I needed. It WaS a sovereign act, all of grace and mercy, and
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it commenced a work within that nothing can cr h, and a life that
nothing coo destroy."
What a sweet fulfilment we have in this testimony of Isaiah li v.,
which speaks of the rending of the heavens, of water poured out upon
him, the loved" Wayside Notes" writer, of floods upon his dry ground,
of mountains of felt separatiou between his soul and his God flowing
down at His presence, aud at the same time of the fire of Divine lovethe love of God shed abroad in his heart-melting his soul in contrition, wonder, love, joy, and lively thanksgiving. The rain coming
down from heaven and the melting fire burning may appear to be a
mixed metaphor; but as they speak of but one and the same blessing
of sovereign grace bestowed, so are they found and realized to be one
in expenence.

Our favourite, Erskine, will well come in here to con.flrm it. In one
" Gospel Sonnet" he asks"DOBt thou affect His dwelling'place,
And mak'st it thy repair,
Beca.use thine eyes have seen, through grace,

Thy Husband's glory there?"
Which question he answers in another sonnet" By faith my melting soul repents
When pierced Christ appears;
My heart in grateful praises vents,
Mine eyes in joyful tears."
Yes, as in Erskine's day and Irons' day, He That is the First and the
Last still walks in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks, putting
honour upon the preached Word according as it is found to be agreeable to His own oracles.
Not a few of God's called elect people but can testify to a time when
they also proved His earthly conrts to be to them upon certain occasions both a Bethel and a Bochim.
They are melted down at His dear feet, and prove for themselves
that a day in His courts is better than a thousand. Oh, what have
our modern Sabbath-desecraters to show in respect of gain as compared to these" Mighty works or mightier Name of our Eternal King,"
as He is thus" held in the galleries" of His own manifested grace by a
willing people in the day of His power? Theirs are the shadows, that
is, the former do " pursue but shadows winged:' while the latter are in
blessed possession of the substance of the" God of glory in the field
of grace." And we sigh as we note the abounding of iniquity, the love
of many waxing cold, and the shadows of an evening time being
stretched out.
Birkenhead.
G. A.
SOUND love of God f10weth from and is joined with sound knowledge
of God, as His majesty is declared to us in Scripture: the believer who
hath set his love upon God, "hath known My Name," saith He.David Dickson.
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DONALD MACDONALD.

(OF THE FREE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, SHIELDAlG.)
(Concluded from page 561,)

"THE LAMB Ol" GOD."-(John i. 29.)
CHRIST is "the Lamb of God." The subjects of discovery here are
His Divine and human natures united in one Person. The fullness of
the Godhead dwells bodily in Him. He counts it no robbery to be
equal with God. He is called the Lamb of God in opposition to false
Christs or false Saviours. His people are invited to raise their mind.
to God in heaven and the Divinely provided Saviour and Sacrifice, and
cOllllselled not to look to themselves or any other for salvation. "There
is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must
be saved" (Acts iv. 12). This salvation is sufficient to deliver them
from all sin and to bring them to heaven at last. Christ is called a
Lamb for two reasons: (1) There is no creature more harmless, gentle.
and innocent than a lamb. There was no person more harmless and
innocent than Christ. He was" holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate
:from sinners." There was none so gentle to relieve distress and so
tender to bind up the wounds and heal the diseases of poor sinners.
(2) The lamb in the sacrifices of the Old Testament was a type of Christ.
In the Passover a lamb was slain, roasted, and eaten by Israel. Its
blood was sprinkled on the lintels and doorposts of their houses that
they might be saved from the destroying angel. Christ was slain to
save His people from the sword of justice, and to take away their sins,
and lead them through this world to glory. His blood was sufficient
to satisfy justice and to atone for their SillS, so that they shall not
perish. The children of Israel were to eat the lamb with bitter herbs.
We must live upon Christ by faith and partake of Him with bitter
herbs, such as sorrow for sin, a sense of the rottenuess of the body of
corruption, Satan's temptations and persecutions. These are bitter
herbs. Sin, when it prevails in the soul, brings guilt on the conscience,
fears of being lost, spiritual death, distance from God, and spiritual
barrenness. Nothing is more bitter than the chastisements of God,
and nothing sweeter than the consolations of the Gospel and the communion and favour of Christ.
"THE FORGIVEN PENITENT."-(Luke vii. 37,38.)
THIS woman was anxious to get rid of Satau as a master, but at onc
time she was quite in hcr element in his service. Christ now became
'precious to her. Is He precious to you 1 Or is He to you as "a
root out of a dry growld "1 Do yOll find sin sweeter tlian Christ 1
Did you ever cry with another. " Oh, that I knew where I might find
Him"! Wherc is He to be found 1
1. Christ is to be found in His own Word. Do you search the
Scriptures for Christ 1 He promised to ope!l the door to those who
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knock, and He said, " Seek, and ye shall find." Are you anxious to
find Christ in His Word? Remember there is a woe against those at
ease in Zion. Are you afraid of death? We must all die, "we must
all appear before the judgment seat of Christ." Many found Christ
in His Word. The Bible is sweet to God's people, because they find
Christ and His blessings there.
2. I would ask you to seek for Chl'ist in seCl'Ct prayer: "Come unto
Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 1 will give you l'est."
The poor in spirit are destitute of all good in themselves, so that they
go to Christ for every blessing. They have no confidence in the flesh;
they are done for ever with their' own works. "By the deeds of the
law shall no flesh be justified." They now look to Christ for salvation,
and not to the law. . . . Do you know anything of His people's joys
and sorrows? Are you going to eontinue in sin and spend yonr eternity
in outer darkness 1 All you will have of this world will soon be over.
A few boards of wood and a little cheap linen will be the end of it. Do
not make this world your pOl'tion.
We find the woman now at Christ's feet. She is weeping there.
Why is she weeping 1 Because of her sins. YOUI' sins will cause you
to weep yet, eithel' in time 01' eternity. She denied herself, renonnced
her sins, and shed tears of Godly sorrow. Her religion was not the
fashionable religion in hel' day. Her cry was-" Save me, I perish."
Oh, why do you weep so bitterly 1 "Ab, I have been such a wicked,
such an abandoned sinner." Her formel' sins were now made very
bitter to her. The anows of conviction wel'e drinking up her spirit.
" Oh, that my grief were thoroughly weighed!" The tears came like
heavy rain, so copiously, as her former sins came to her remembrance,
like Job's messengers coming with sad tidings. The holy law condemned her, the thunders of Mount Sinai were in her ears. "Oh, can
I find mercy, can I get pardon 1" "0 woman, look at ' the blood.'
There is efficacy there to cleanse from all sin." "My sins are as
scarlet, how can I look up 1" The Holy Spirit enlightened her mind
in the knowledge of Christ, as if saying: "Come you to the great
Sacrifice for sin. There is forgiveness in Christ for the chief of sinners,
you need not despair." . . . She was richly anointed. with the Holy
Ghost, and therefol'e was at Christ's feet, worshipping" in spirit and
in truth." There is a sweet odour arising from the broken-hearted of
God's children, wherever they are. The Holy Spirit is pOUI'ed upon
them, and they, from that day forward, recommend Christ. As the
dear martyr shouted, when laying down his life in the flames for Christ
and His cause-" None but Christ for me; Christ, Christ, none but
' "
Ch fist.
"THE BELIE;VER'S DESIRE."-{Phil. iii. 8, 9.)
CHRIST is at once created and uncreated, without beginning or end
as to His Divinity. He possesses two natures, a Divine and a human;
the one infinite and the other finite, subsisting in the Person of the
Son of God. He was anointed with the Holy Ghost without meaSUI'e,
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in the womb and at His baptism, the Father declaring He was the
Son of God. He was filled with all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.
Some of the treasures of Divine knowledge and wisdom began to
appear in Him in youth when He questioned the doctors in the temple,
and His miracles and works bore convincing testimony afterwards that
He was the Son of God. It is only a little of His glory that c..n be
enjoyed by us in this world. Still it is so sweet and leaves one so
happy, that one likes to be ravished with it. The degree of glory and
enjoyment the saints have in heaven in their perfect state would be
tormenting and not comforting here.
Do you want a friend? Christ is a friend that sticketh closer than
a brother. He dwells in the hearts of His people. The friendship of
tbe most faithful in this world may change, and no trace of it be left
to relieve you in your extremities. Death puts an end to the most
faithful friendship. But once you are in Christ there is nothing to
dissolve His friendship. Christ is a friend that relieves you in all
trials. He will not give up His friendship though you be in a poor
and low condition. You dare not claim friendship with the rich.
This is not the way with Christ. The poorer you are" in spirit" and
circumstances, and the more you look to Christ, the more Christ will
be taken up with you and your wants. The more one cries in Christ's
ears and makes known his wants to Him, the more Christ loves that
one.
.. For God the poor hears, and will not
His prisoners contemn;
J..Jet heaven, and earth, and seas Him praise,
And all that move in them." (Ps. lxix. 33, 34.)

"JOSEPH'S BRETHREN."-(Gen. xlii. 1, 2.)
CIrnIST could not weep as God, but He sought and found a place to
weep in. He became a Man of SOlTOWS, and acquainted with grief.
We are not told any ever saw Him laughing, but many saw Him weeping. They saw Him weeping over Jerusalem when He said, "If
thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things
belon/!;ing unto thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes."
They saw Him weep at the grave of Lazarus-" Jesus wept." Christ
wept in order that sinners might not weep in the depths of hell for ever.
He found a place to weep when the load of the guilt of His people's
sin was laid upon Him-in the garden of Gethsemane He was bathed
in a sweat of blood. There He prayed with strong crying and tears,
" The cup that My Father hath given Me, shall I not drink it ?" He
drank it in order that Satan's head should be bruised, and that death
and hell might be robbed of their prey. Do you weep for your sins?
" You who have not wept tears of repentance on earth will yet bedew
the floor of hell with your tears," says Dr. Love. You, children of
God, should weep also for the sufferings of Christ. When the weeping
is over, Christ, like J oseph, orders a feast for His brethren. When
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Christ brings you to enjoy a feast with Himself, He dislodges all
strangers-the devils must be put out-the Egyptians are put out.
The devil, the world, and unbelief are put out. "Every natural
man," says Dr. Love, "has a devil coiled in his breast." Oh! the
light that burst iu upon their souls when he said, " I am J oseph." . . . .
There is wine on the table also. "And in this mountain shall the Lord
of hosts make unto all people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on
the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines ou tbe lees well refined."
This wine makes glad the heart of man. It is the best wine; that of
the Covenant of Grace. It is as old as eternity. At this table He
makes Himself known to His people, and He gives each his own portion.
He also gives them Himself, and that makes up all their wants. Each
would say, "He is my brother." So can you, poor child of God, say,
" Christ· is my brother, husband, prophet, priest, and king." Then
cast thy burden on the Lord, and He shall sustain thee. The burdens
are heavy, but He has a strong back to carry both yourself and your
burdens. Many a heavy one He carried before yours. To conclude,
we see that there was a sweet meeting between Joseph and his brethren.
At the end of the meeting he said to them, " Go ye, and tell my father
all my glory in the land of Egypt." So go ye, and tell all the world
the glory of Christ, and that He sitteth on the right hand of the Father.
Go ye and tell that all power in heaven and on earth is put into His
hand, and that, therefore, He is able to save to the uttermost them
that come to God by Him. There was not a more glorious moment in
heaven, than when Jesus Christ entered with His elect, blood-bought
people engraved upon His breastplate. "Tell my father about my
glory in Egypt." Are you dumb yet about the glory of Christ? If
you have seen His glory, be you telling others, and you will be getting
crumbs yourself. Tbe telling and the heaTing of it will be like oil to
your wheels. "I will," said J acob, "go down and see J oseph." I
will go down to the valley of humiliation to see Christ; for God resisteth the proud, they shal1 go down to the chambers of death; but
He giveth grace to the bumble. J acob came to the conclusion that
be would never see Joseph again. You may have come to the conclusion that you will never see Christ's face in mercy; but if you have
got but one spark of His love in your heart, you will certainly spend
an endless eternity with Him. "Who shall separate us from the love
of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or peril, or sword? . . . Nay, in all these things we are
more than conquerors through Him That loved us."
"CHRIST'S INVITATION

TO

HIS BRIDE."-(Song of Solomon ii.1O-12.)

You that are out of Christ, you have no sense that God is angry
with you for your sins that are not pardoned. Your winter is not
past. If you go with your sins to God's bar, you shall endure an
eternity of God's wrath. When millions of years are past in hell, you
will be saying, "Alas, when shall my winter be past?" But Christ
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shall never say to you, " Arise from eternal torments; your winter is
past."
Christ says to His spouse, "Rise up; the winter that laid you low
is past." She replies, "I am so weak, I can not rise; for strangers
have eaten up my strength." He answers, "My grace is sufficient
for thee; roll all your burdens on Me and My finished work; My
strength is made perfect in weakness. I shall be life and light unto
thee. Rise; you can not do without Me, and I can not do without
you. The honour of My name is in danger, if I will not implement
My promises relative to you. Arise from sorrows, doubts, and fears
to partake of the full blessings that you can realize at the throne of
grace. Come to the rivers of pleasures to drink thy fill out of them.
Come to the means of grace, to prayer, to reading, to hearing the Word
preached. . . . "Come with Me through a frowning providence. I
shall be with thee, as I was with Job and David. Come with Me
through pain and sickness. I shall bless you and make everything
work for your good at last. Come with Me from Lebanon, which is
sometimes termed a pleasant and glorious place, at other times a
barren wilderness, abowlding with wild beasts. 'Come with Me
from Lebanon, My spouse, with Me from Lebanon; look from the
top of Shenir and Hermon, from the lions' dens, from the monntains
of the leopards.' Come with Me, because where you are is barren and
dangerous, exposed to privations and ill-treatment from tyrants and
persecutors as savage and bloody as wild beasts. Come with Me to
Mount Zion to consider your glorious and exalted position, as also the
heavenly society to which you belong (Heb. xii. 22-24). Come with
Me to death and then to glory, to perfect your happiness and to drink
eternally out of the wells of living waters, and where My presence
shall put you in possession of an eternal snnUller."
"THE SONS

0,'

GOD."-(Rom. viii. 14.)

"OH," someone thinks, "wonld that I might say I belong to God.
Oh, that I might get a place in the favour of God. Oh, that the Holy
Spirit would sprinkle my soul with the blood of Christ: oh, that I
might find Him!" If yon are a child of God, you will hunger and
thirst after the promise, and when you get it, the devil will try to take
it from you. The great privilege of the Lord's people is, that they are
heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ. Others are not in the Spirit,
but they think that they are, because they hear so much of the Gospel;
but they do not love God or His people, and they read novels instead
of the Bible. There are millions of such in this land who go to the
Lord's table to eat and drink judgment to themselves. They drink
up every doctrine, every contaminating heresy, that comes from
Godless professors' chairs. That is a very sad state of matters.
Think on the doctrines that are being taught the rising generation,
and it is enough to cause you to shed tears of blood."
Haddington.
J. G.
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SOME EXTRACTS FROM A SERMON

PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. J. E. WALKER, M.A., MINISTER OF
THE SCOTTISH CHURCH, CHELTENHAM. on HOSEA XIII. 9-XIV. 5.
IT is often a regret to those who desire to have a spiritual understanding
of the truth and sweetness of Holy Scripture, that the arrangement
of the sacred text into chapters, for convenient reference to particular
places, has in more than one instance proved sadly to the injury of
the real meaning and intention, and to the Divine beauty of the words.
These following examples may be given. How exquisite is the
connection of the first words of the fifteenth chapter of St. Luke when
they have their continuity unbroken with the closing words of chapter
xiv.: "He that hath ears to hear, let him hear." Then it is seen to
whom the hearing ear is given by the grace of Christ through the
Spirit: "Then drew near the publicans and silmers for to hear Him."
Again, you will not need to be reminded of the unhappy emphasis
that religious self-conceit too often, and with an absolute ignorance
painful to observe, lays upon the divisions into chapters-a division
entirely of human convenience and not in the very least of any inspired
authority-in the Epistle to the Romans, as between the seventh and
the eighth chapters. These ignorant souls affect to look down on the
poor trembling heart that wrestles against a body of indwelling sin,
and is constrained to cry aloud with the holy Apostle, " 0 wretched
man that I am" (chapter vii. 24), while, truth to tell, the pen of St.
Paul ran on continuously into the eighth chapter, and there is no kind
of interval or of spiritual condition between. While he was confessing
the prevalence of indwelling corruption and mourning under it, he was
at the self-same time rejoicing that" There is no condemnation to the
soul that is in Christ Jesus." Indescribable harm has been done to
the true experience of the gracious life by the man-made division here.
One further instance must suffice. How vivid the contrast presented
in the last verses of the eleventh chapter of the Second Epistle to the
Corinthians and the first words of the twelfth chapter! How humbling
the letting down in a basket to the former" Pharisee of the Pharisees,"
that he might so escape the violence of his former religious associates!
How glorious the taking up into heaven, into Paradise, to hear words
such as never man had heard! Yet all this is lost by the uninspired
division into chapters. Is it not true in the experience of all the Lord's
flock, as it is afterward said, " When I am weak, then am I strong"
(chapter xii., verses 4 to 11) ~ Humbled, they become exalted; persecuted and forsaken, comforted exceedingly (2 Cor. i. 3-11).
And so we come to our text, in which, again, the division into chapters
has marred the continuity, and consequently the beauty, of the passage.
Not only so, but the words of the fifteenth verse of Hosea xiii. need an
alteration which the Hebrew justifies. "Though he be fruitful"
would seem rather to be " because Ephraim shall be fruitful." Thus
the words are a promise, not a threatening, and how sweetly they then
unite with the next chapter. It is true indeed that Ephraim shall be
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bitterly chastened. He must be humbled and broken; an east wind,
the wind of the Lord, shall come to dry up all his springs and fountains
of earthly delight; but he shall be ransomed from death, and when he
returns to the Lord, the promise shall be his: "I will be as the dew
unto Israel: he shall grow as the lily." Thus the words of infinite
tenderness and pathos in Jer. xxx. 18, 22 and Hos. xiii. 14 are fulfilled
by the sovereign compassion of God. To Ephraim this sweet promise
is made, " I will be as the dew." How the Divine grace seems to delight
in abounding over sin; yes, even over that saddest of sins-the sinning
against light and grace. Such had been Ephraim's sin (Deut. xxxii. 15).
Now the promise is a gloriously Divine one. It is not: "He shall
receive of the dews of ~race and blessing," but, " 1 will be as the dew."
The grace given is thus identified with the Gracious One Who gives.
In giving, He gives Himself; in receiving, Ephraim receives God
Himself. And how beautiful is the symbol taken from one of the
loveliest, and in hot climates one of the most necessary and life-giving,
gifts of Nature. The dew falls silently, plenteously, spontaneouslyspontaneously, for it can neither be produced by human labour nor
imitation. It is the fruit of heaven's kindness. It flows from the
fountain of the plenitude of heaven, visiting all places, refreshing all
herbage; the offspring of an unsought, undeserved benediction, that
" tarrieth not for man, nor waiteth for the sons of men."
And is not the visitation of grace such? It is the heart of
God overflowing in His own loving mercy. It is the sovereignty
of the God of all grace visiting the soul in self-quickened, soulquickening love: "I will be merciful to whom I will be merciful," and
so it is said, "I will be as the dew." Not" My Word shall be," nor
.. My grace shall be," but" I will be" in My grace and through My
Word. Again, there is the plenteousness of this life-giving dew. It visits
every place, every corner, where there is a poor drooping soul, whose
sorrowfulness and whose spiritual sense of dryness crave for, long
after, desire the quickening grace. Yes, it falls in a time of love and
regeneration, to minister life where through sin and the fall there
have been only dryness and death, and it comes to revive in the time
of restoring grace, and to minister soul-reviving comfort to any poor
heart that is ready to cry, " My hope is perished from the Lord." It
thus abounds over the many backslidings. It is abounding grace.
Ah! how our souls can sing, " With the Lord there is mercy, and with
Him is plenteous redemption," and also, "He shall come down like
rain upon the mown grass: as showers that water the earth."
Yet again, the dew falls silently. Self-advertising religion, that can
only exist when it is observed, is but a caricature of true and gracious
heart religion. The grace of God that falls silently upon a favoured
soul, makes that soul one with itself, as our Lord says, " So is everyone
that is born of the Spirit." The kingdom of God that is inward and
cometh not with observation, makes the soul whose seat it is, shy and
modest and shrinking from observation. The heart that has had the
words of this prophet, or rather of the Lord of all prophets, fulfilled
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within itself, "I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and
speak comfortably unto her. And I will give her her vineyards from
thence," etc. (u. 14, 15), can never be bold and upstart, longing to
draw all eyes upon itself. It will, if called to the public life of religion,
have the temper of Christ's forerunner. It will be only" a voice"
ready to "decrease." Oh! how self-unconscious such preaching is,
and like the Master's own, of Whom it is said, "He shall not strive,
nor cry; neither shall any man hear His voice in the streets. A bruised
reed shall He not break, and smoking flax shall He not quench, till He
send forth judgment unto victory" (Matt. xii. 19, 20). There will be
tones of sweetness, whispers of peace, that tell of the silent dew that
has fallen on a humbled heart, so unlike the affectation of a selfconscious, self-parading, self-exalted pride.
Moreover, the dew never falls in thundery weather. Oh! how full
of dew was the first sermon, as far as it is written, in the Gospcl of
St. Luke, chapter iv., verses 18-27. The day of vengeance, so nearly
united in the prophet, is by our Lord omitted. It was the time of the
falling dews, falling so gently in that synagogue of Nazareth on any
hearts broken, any souls bruised. If the event proved such were so
few that we hear of not one in the story, I would not therefore'say
there were none. Surely that Divine dew was intended for souls poor
and desolate, and it might fall on all hearers, rather than that one
poor shrinking hidden soul should be nnvisited, unblessed.
Now as the dew only falls in calm weather, and its coming is, they
say, a sure token that the red lightning will not flash, so the falling of
the holy dews of grace upon any poor sou! tells of judgment removed
through expiation required at the hands of Another, and of righteousness fnlfilled by Him, the Victim in the one great Sacrifice. The
Canticles sing in His own Person, " Open to Me, for My head is filled
with dew, and My locks with the drops of the night." His tears in
Gethsemane, His bloody sweat in the garden of that great agony,
with the dews of blood and sorrow, have become the fountain of the
dewB of grace to those for whom He died. The thunders of Sinai,
the lightnings of Horeb, the condemnation of the fiery law die away
into silence among those rugged mountains to those who by faith
watch His sorrows in Gethsemane, and who kneel before the Crucified
on the hill called Calvary.
Then follows the other promise. " He [Ephraim] shall grow as the
lily." Is Jesus-Immanuel in His passion sorrows the Rose of Sharon,
and in His fair innocence the Lily of the Valleys 1 Then the congregation of grace, the Church, the true ecclesia, called out of spiritual death
and sin, is the lily among thorns. Would God she-and we, we hope
-in her mystical fellowship, were in truth and in deed without thorns,
and only among the thorns of an injurious world. You will remember
how in the two Divine and Messianic Psalms, the i5th and the 69th,
in the inspired titles two lilies are entwined (Shoshannim) 1 In the
69th the Church is twined about the beating heart and undying love
of her sinless Surety, dying on the tree that her judgment may fall
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upon Him, and her sin be required of His human soul. In the 45th
His righteousness and eternal glory are made hers. Indeed, the Psalm
is a mystical extension of the words in 1 Cor. i. 30. The betrothal of
the Church is celebrated in the Psalm, and her everlasting Homecoming unto Him is prophetically hymned by the Holy Ghost, and
both these Psalms are" lily" Psalms.
If the growth of this mystical lily means the true sanctification of
the Spirit, let us ever remember that, as the lily of the valley has the
droop of its bells, upon which its fruitfulness depends, exactly adjusted
to the gravitation of the earth's whole mass, so the sanctified heart
is made fruitful only by humility. If the lily-bells were loosened
from the earth's clasp, its erect position must be its death and disappearance in time from the flowers of the field. Even so, spiritual
self-conceit is the death and decay of all true religion. May the love
of God and the dews of the Spirit and the grace of Christ make of our
souls lilies clasped about His feet.
TOUR IN THE HOLY LAND.
By THE LATE REV. CHARLES B. SNEPP, LL.M., VICAR OF PERRY BARR,
BIRMINGHAM.
(Oontinued from page 565.)

SATURDAY, December 15th.
THE howling dogs kept us awake part of the night. Got up at 4,
breakfast 5.30. Family prayer as usual after breakfast, read John xv.
Started 6.30, riding along the shore over soft deep sands, rather tiring
to our horses; and mine being changed for an old grey refused to
make much progress, and proved a very obstinate stupid creature, a
great contrast to my former little splendid Arab horse, which had
carried me famously all along from Jaffa, from the first day of our
march till now. Upon inquiry I was told a saddle sore had laid him
up; but my own impression was he showed other symptoms of something like a bad cold, etc., much to my great regret. Passing from
the seashore we climbed the rocks, covered here and there with beautiful
Howers; a mass of the cyclamen, dogtooth violets, etc., were in full
bloom, near the spot where it is said the prophet Jonah was cast out
from the belly of the great fish. And, curiously enough, by a remark·
able coincidence our party were interested in seeing two great sharks
come in near the shore and fight one with the other. A little farther
on, in the midst of a great sandy plain, not far from the sea, we observed
a well, surrounded with drinking-troughs of stone, for the use of thirsty
travellers and beasts of burden. Soon we mount another rocky hill,
and for a few moments were delighted with a fine clear view of what
we vainly supposed to be Beyrout. But no, it was no such good
fortune. Beyrout lay beyond that, and we had another five hours' ride
before we reached it.
Lunch 10.30 a.m., at Damoor, of fish, booree, from the sea, three
4°
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fish weighing about six lb. each. Our lunch was in an orchard of
mulberry trees, stripped of their leaves to feed the silkworms: also
around us. were the castor-oil trees. The sun's rays were almost
scorching us as we took shelter here near to the suspension bridge
over the river Damoor, built by subscriptions from the Christians.
We are now said to be in what is called a part of Christian Lebanon;
but very little signs of Christianity. We galloped over a remarkable
sandbed extending some miles, and said to be of recent origin, whether
brought by the wind, or by the sea, or by what else it is difficult to
determine. This sandy plain is gradually gaining ground over the
precincts of Beyrout, and creating alarm in the minds of some, as it
seems covering and destroying the land around.
IN CAMP, NEAR THE ANCIENT SIDON.

December 15th, 1876.
How often do my thoughts and fervent prayers go forth towards my
parish and dear ones at " Home!" What a loved and sacred name is
that. But no letters have reached me of later date than November
24th. The post is so uncertain, extending from fifteen days to twentyone, and a telegram about three days. But I hope to find letters
to-morrow at Beyrout. We have had to rough it considerably; but
the gracious Lord has watched over and protected us froIP a thousand
dangers, and blessed us with wonderfully fine weather day by day!
The dark rain clouds have threatened, but more than once they have
been lifted up and away from us in answer to special prayer. The
roads along which we journey are little more than bypaths, over
rocks, and stones, and mountains, and valleys, such as none could
imagine except they had been here! The difficulties almost exceed
everything we have read of. None of our party imagined them, or
few would have encountered them. Nearly all have been ill; but
through God's mercy I have suffered less than most, indeed I should
gratefully say, scarcely at all. I grieve to say Dr. Cranage has been
very poorly nearly the whole time. We have to journey daily from
six to eight or even nine hours in the saddle, and generally under the
burning sun, like our July or August. For this reason we rise at 4
a.m.; breakfast and family prayer by 6, and mount our horses sometimes in the dark, by starlight, to be ready to start the first moment
of the break of day, which is generally about 6.30 a.m., so as to make
as much progress as possible before the burning sun of mid-day, when
we encamp for lunch, under the shade of some tree wherever water can
be got fit to drink (which is by no means a light matter). Then paths
are so rocky, rugged, and difficult that for miles our horses can only
creep along, at the rate of sometimes less than three miles an hour,
slow enough, but in crossing dozens of mountains it is often just lilre
going up stone staircases. Providentially our horses are gifted with
wonderful instinct, and are very sure-footed. Nevertheless many of
our party have had a fall, though not hurt; and several horses have
either been laid up, or died, or could not go on. We have about seven-
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teen riding horses, and about fifty-three altogether, including mules
and drivers, attending to the camp and tents, etc., etc. We carry our
kitchen with us; all is cooked on charcoal; but many things are so
greasy and disagreeable I can not touch them. Home life, and scenes,
and food will be more prized than ever ; absence, too, makes the heart
grow fonder; and I shall be so delighted to be once more with you all.
God grant it, in health, and peace, and every blessing. But we have
seen and heard wonderful things, never to be forgotten; and oh, how
minutely and exactly and accurately do they corroborate the statements in the Bible. It is indeed the Book of God! and all around
affords evidences of the work of our great and holy God, and tells us
that the fearful curses denounced by the prophets are exactly and
awfully fulfilled. It may well lead us to fear sin and the Divine displeasure, while on the other hand it equally assures us every promised
blessing shall indeed be performed to the children of God, each one in
its season. See Deuteronomy :xxx., and the whole of Jeremiah xxxi.
Tell this to all our dear friends and congregation. I spend many halfhours in prayer for you all, when riding as well as in my tent. On
Monday we go by diligence to Damascus, a drive of fourteen hours;
rather tiring, but Obliged to do so, from Beyrout. We leave Damascus
(D.V.), about December 20th; return to Beyrout December 21st, and
thence by steamer from Beyrout to Alexandria again, thence to Cairo
and the Pyramids, and hope to start tor dear old England about
December 29th or 30th. Thence we have a very long sea voyage
before us, of some two thousand miles (about seven days) to Genoa, and
thence across France to Paris, London, and Home. The good Lord
grant us a safe and prosperous journey. Pray for it and for us, though
I am sure I need scarcely say so, for I know many will be much in prayer
on our behalf. Tell all my dear people that I have been very anxious
to write accounts of my tour on their account, and I do so hope it may
afford real interest and pleasure to you all.

De£errWer 16th, 1876.-We continued riding along the sandy plains,
varied sometimes by lofty mounds; and while the greater number
were hurrying on at full speed to Beyrout, three or four of us took it
more quietly. The truth was, two of us had very bad horses that day,
and scarcely knew how to keep up. At length one of our party discovered a means of " persuasion," and using his umbrella in the place
of a whip started off at full gallop. Suddenly we lost sight of each
other through a bend in the road; after a few minutes I resolved to
follow his supposed course, and plied my steed onwards as fast as
possible. In the good providence of God it was well I had done so,
for as it happened I turned the corner at a most critical moment, and
found my friend, Mr. Mercer, surrounded by three Turkish robbers ;
two of them had sprung at his horse's bridle, demanding" Baksheesh ! "
They appeared rather handsome-looking fellows, and one of them very
tall; however, the moment they espied me coming, they loosed their
hold of the reins, seemed utterly confounded, and unable to run away.
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Probably they feared more of our English party were at hand; however, be that as it may, it did not take long to reach my friend. I was
soon alongside, and though we were but two against three, "right"
was on our side and " fear" on theirs; so a good shake of the stick,
together with some English words, of which they might have guessed
the meaning, made them pretty well understand their true position,
and something like tremble in dismay. Mr. Mercer acted bravely,
and though taken somewhat by surprise in being stopped by three
Turkish robbers, neither his courage nor presence of mind forsook him;
his whole trust was in the Lord, he had no fear, but with great presence
of mind managed, notwithstanding their grasp of the bridle, to turn
his horse's head right round, and notwithstanding one of them had
seized his umbrella he managed to point with it in the direction I was
coming. We little supposed such an attack awaited any of our party,
especially so near the civilized outskirts of Beyrout; and though
several suspicious-looking characters had passed us, we little dreamt
of any cause for alarm here.
This was, however, the second merciful escape from danger; for
during our luncheon hour at the castle of Tibnin a few days before, a
horrible Mussulman was so enraged with my friend Mr. Mercer that he
was in danger of being pitched over the parapet wall, for some offence
unwittingly committed. On reaching Beyrout I gave information of
the three robbers to the British consul, who promised to see the Turkish
authorities about it and supposed they might have been three deserters
from among the recruits of the Turkish army, who had broken loose
and were on their way home, pillaging for bread; however, be that as
it may, we were very glad to escape them. Had they been in greater
numbers it might have been more trying to us, but not to the Lord;
for as Asa, king of J udah, said: " Lord, it is nothing with Thee to help,
whether with many, or with them that have no power: help us, for we
rest on Thee." See this remarkably illustrated in 2 Chron. xiv. 9-12,
also xvi. 7-9. It is a beautiful passage of Holy Scripture, and deserves
to be well remembered and quoted in full. "Were not the Ethiopians
and the Lubims a huge host, with very many chariots and horsemen?
yet, because thou didst rely on the Lord, He delivered them into thine
hand. For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole
earth, to shew Himself strong in behalf of them whose heart is perfect
toward Him" (w. 8, 9).
We now pass along lanes deeply cut, or rather embanked on both
sides by red sand; on the top of the banks we observed large cacti
growing, and forming hedges of protection for the mulberry gardens,
and palm trees, and pines: The appearance was extremely pretty,
and the methods of irrigation novel but simple. Indeed some of these
deep-cut lanes seemed as if they were occasionally used to convey
torrents of water, and then by holes cut through the embankment they
let in the streams of water to the mulberry gardens. The whole aspect
of the country is changed here, and signs of industry and intelligence
abound aa we draw nearer to Beyrout. Houses, silk manufactories,
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and drinking-places, where people congregate for smoking and lazy
amusements, are dotted round about.
Soon after leaving these lanes, we enter upon a great open drive, on
the right and left of which we observe grand avenues of pine trees very
shady and beautiful, a general public resort and drive, like the Champs
Elysees of Paris, but of course on a very different scale; it is called
" the forest of Beyrout," and reminded me somewhat of the pine trees
of Bournemouth, though grander.
We soon entered Beyrout, and were delighted with the appearance
of the town, and to our great joy observed English characters walking
and driving through the streets. The enthusiasm of some of our party
was very great, having been so long without seeing English ladies and
equipagM, nothing but Turks and foreigners with foreign manners and
dreBB. One gentleman in our party most enthusiastically and politely
took off his hat in recognition of the first English lady he met. As we
passed along the streets we noticed several large buildings; among
them, a very pretty English church belonging to the Americans, and
shared by the Scotch.
We passed very large barracks and a decent-looking hospital. Farther on were large buildings including the Prussian Deaconess' Institution' and above all our own large and valued" Syrian Schools," commenced by Mrs. Bowen Thompson, and carried on after her death by
her sister and brother-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Mott.
With much satisfaction we reached the close of our camping life,
after fourteen days' continuous riding, and fourteen nights in our tents,
all of which gave us the greater relish for a comfortable hotel, where we
spent a quiet and happy Sabbath. The scenery was very beautiful
all around. To the south and west lay the beautiful and still waters
of the Mediterranean; on the north, the magnificent range of Lebanon
in all its grandeur; while towards the east was the elevated and picturesque city of Beyrout. Our hotel was the New Oriental, kept by
N. Bassoul, who took great pleasure in making our party most comfortable. We found several English visitors and other foreigners
there who made themselves very agreeable. After diuner I started to
call on the American clergyman, the Rev. Dr. J essop, a very devoted
and able man who had been labouring there with great blessing and
success for about twenty years. On my way there I was met by a
Mr. - - , bringing an invitation to conduct an English service on
Sunday evening in the large hall at Mr. and Mrs. Mott's Syrian Schools.
Dr. Jessop's service was in the morning in Arabic, and the church was
crowded chiefly with Syrians and converts from the Moslems listening
to his eloquent and burning words. He asked me to address his large
Sunday-schools in the afternoon, promising to translate word for word
into Arabic. It was a novel but most interesting scene. After
glancing in at the morning Arabic service, I went up in the afternoon,
found the church filled with young people, boys and girls, men and
women, including an adult Bible class and a class for blind men. The
table was covered with tin collecting-boxes, one for each class; and
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the contributions were opened every Sunday and entered in a book;
these amounting to a very considerable sum,exceeding those of most
of our Sunday-schools in England; and these collections (just then)
were, I believe, for a new and handsome pulpit in the new church he
was building. On this particular Sunday there were 182 money pieces,
from 35 classes, 333 pupils; value 43 piastres. One interesting and
special feature I noticed was that the young people looked so very
happy, and their classes instead of being numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, etc., etc.,
were named after choice flowers, as follows: Daughters of J udah ;
Flowers of Carmel; Mount of Olives; The Simple Ones; Love of the
Neighbour; The Sowers; Sun of Righteousness; Rock of Ages;
Children of Peace; The New Covenant; Ornament of a Meek and
Quiet Spirit; Beginning of Wisdom; The Soldiers of Faith ~ The
Armour of Righteousness; Mount Moriah; The Elect; The Tree of
Life; Daughters of Syria; Corner Stone; Rose of Sharon; Bartimeus
(a blind class); Cedars of Lebanon; The Reapers, and others; all
constituting the" Society of the Morning Star."
(To be cont<"...d.)

~Otn~ponlJrnCf.

THE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor 0/ the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR,-Encouraging letters of thanks are reaching me from
various stations acknowledging gifts of magazines and books. It is
our joy to be able to scatter the good seed, realizing the need is greater
than ever. A young soldier writes: "A few weeks ago while on
Brigade training I received a parcel from you. I must thank you
very much indeed. Some of the books I distributed in camp the
following Sunday, and one or two I kept to read. These I found very
helpful. Yes, it is my one desire to know more of the Lord Jesus.
There is nothing which affords so much joy as to be consecrated to His
service; in fact, nothing would give me greater joy than to be called
to His service in the foreign field. We do not see the results in our
Battalion that we should like to; but still we trust that in answer to
prayer the Holy Spirit is working quietly in many hearts. I am very
grateful for your kind letter and the packet." A Chaplain, who is
working amongst seamen, says: "Please send a good parcel of Gospel
literature, which we will use carefully with prayer." And another
writes: "Please accept hearty thanks for the box of literature. All
will be used to good purpose in the service of the sailors." And again :
"The two large parcels of books have duly arrived. Thanking you
again for remembering the needs of our seamen." We earnestly invite
the co-operation of the Lord's people in the work of spreading the
pure truth.
Yours sincerely,
6, STIRLING ROAD,
R. E. BRIDER.
BAoTH ROAoD, BRISTOL, Sept., 1913.
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l!ltoterHant 15eacon.
THE CHURCH UNDER THE ALTAR.
A LECTURE DELIVERED BY THE LATE REV. S. A. WALKER, M.A.,
IN ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, IN 1877.
OUR subject to'night, dear friends, is a peculiar one, "The Church
under the Altar." I dare say most of you know what is meant by
that-Gad's people in peculiar circumstances, which are described
in the sixth chapter of the Book of Revelation, 9th, 10th, and 11th
verses-" And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar
the souls of them that were slain for the Word of God, and for the testimony which they held. And they cried with a loud voice, saying,
How long, 0 Lord, holy and true, dost Thou not judge and avenge our
blood on them that dwell on the earth 1 And white robes were given
unto everyone of them; and it was said unto-them, -that they should
rest yet for a little season, until their fellow-servants also, and their
brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled." I
need scarcely remind you, dear friends, that all this that John saw
under the influence of the Holy Spirit was symbolical, was visionary,
and prophetical. God was revealing to him by certain signs and figures
what wonderful things were to occur in future times in connection with
the Church. It was, in point of fact, the history of the Church revealed
in symbols. And so we find this is a symbol here. Now, you know,
we are not to use a symbol as if it were a revelation of some actual
occurrence, but to believe that it is used merely to convey to us some
important truth which God considered necessary for our instruction,
our guidance, and our comfort. The first glance that we take at this
is evidently intended to teach us that the world which the Church of
-God yet occupies is a hostile world, and that there must be conflict,
irreconcilable conflict, between the world and the Church, between
those who belong to God and those who belong to Satan. That is the
actual state of things-that God is taking out of this Satanic world a
people for His name, and that when those people are taken from Satan
he is very angry, and stirs up all kinds of opposition to them, and
pursues them even to the very death.
We have to thank God that in our day persecution unto death is not
quite so easy a thing to be accomplished as it was in old times, but still
Satan finds many ways to exercise his hostility. In old times, in the
early days of the Apostles, and in the times that succeeded them for
three or four hundred years, the people of God were persecuted to the
death. We remember how this persecution began with Stephen. He
was the first martyr. The word martyr means simply a witness, and
it has come to siguify a witness unto death, although that is not the
literal meaning of it. It means a witness of any kind. Well, Stephen
was the first witness for Christ unto death. Then there came J ames,
the brother of John, who was slain by Herod. Peter would have been
the next victim, only that Christ delivered him, and saved him out of
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his enemies' hand. We have reason to believe that he afterwards did
become the victim of a cruel persecution unto crucilixion and death,
and that St. Paul and other Apostles and disciples of our Lord suffered
violent deaths.
This Book gives us an idea of the extent to which that persecution
was carried. The Lord Jesus Christ told His people that they who
killed them would think that they did God service, and that being so,
it is no wonder that the evil passions of man indulged themselves to the
uttermost. So it has been in more modern times. There was at the
time of the Reformation, and after that, cruel persecution against
those who cast off the tra=els of Popery, and turned back to the
blessed Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, that had been crushed and
almost lost under the superstitions, and idolatries, and carnal inventions of men. But when the Word of God was once more opened, and
the truth in Jesus was revealed, then God gave the Spirit to
this one and that one, and they soon discovered that the religion of
Popery was not the religion of God, and so they cast aside this terrible
apostasy and turned unto Him Who is " mighty to save" (Isa. lxiii. 1).
Then arose a dreadful persecution, and thousands and tens of thousands,
yea, even millions, perished from time to time under the ruthless and
bloodthirsty policy of that idolatrous system, to compel men and
women to continue under its degrading and soul-destroying influence.
But God enabled men, women, and even children to stand fast in the
truth, and to defy the utmost efforts of the enemy of His cause.
Now, what we find here is something very encouraging to those who
are persecuted for righteousness' sake. At the time when John wrote
this there was great persecution against the children of God. After
his time, again, that persecution became more and more active and
inveterate, and the Roman emperors proclaimed it to be their inteution-and they thought they had the power to carry it out-to extirpate Christianity, to put an end to it altogether; and in point of fact
there is a pillar in Rome existing at this moment upon which one of the
emperors inscribed the glaring falsehood that he had extinguished
Christianity, and that pillar was raised as a monument of the fact.
But we know that in fighting against Christianity, those great emperors
were fighting against God, and we can pretty well guess, dear friends,
when people fight against God what the result will be. God will be
triumphant, and the poor worm of the earth will be taught a lesson of
shame, and sorrow, and ruin, unless he repent. We know that the
cause of Christ has triumphed everywhere, and that the blood of the
martyrs has been the seed of the Church; that instead of putting down
Christianity, Christianity has everywhere triumphed over that to
which it has been opposed. There is no fragment existing of the
heathenism that was rife in the world when Christianity was first called
into being; there is not a single remnant of the kind of heathenism
that then existed. All those false gods and goddesses that men worshipped in those days have fallen from their pedestals, and that
peculiar kind of religion no longer exists. Christianity put it com-
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pletely down, but the people of God who laboured and fought for
Christianity suffered dreadfully in the effort. We, therefore, owe
much to those who have gone before us; we should revere their memories, we should feel proud of them, that they have preceded us, that
that they have fought the battle, that they have borne the burden and
heat of the day, and that they have inscribed with their blood the
bleaaed truths that you and I embrace at the present day. They have
said to us, as plainly as dying men could say, '" Stand fast in the
liberty wherewith Christ hath made you free, and be not entangled
again with the yoke of bondage' (Gal. v. 1). Turn not back to idolatry
in any shape, and surrender not the glorious Gospel of the Lord Jesus
Christ for any solicitations or threatenings of men-cling to J eBus."
That is what they said to us, "Cling to Jesus; let nothing move you
from the faith of the Gospel; there is but one way of salvation, and
that is God's scheme of redemption in Christ: the blood of J eBUS
cleanses from all sin, and the sufferinga of Jesus atone for man's guilt,
the death of Jesus has paid the penalty that man incurred to God, and
the resurrection of Jesus has secured the victory to poor dying men and
women, so that they who were condemned to die by reason of sin,
through faith in the Lord Jesus have become inheritors of resurrection
life, and the pOBSessors of eternal glory."
Let us look more closely at this very suggestive representationthis vision where the people of God are emblematically seen and heard:
" I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain." They did
not die a natural death; they died a violent death because of the truth.
Observe, the Apostle says, he " saw the souls of them that were slain."
Now there are some people who use this figurative scene as an argument in favour of certain ideas of their own about the intermediate
state. Dear friends, let me warn you against that. We are not going
to discuss the intermediate state to-night, simply because this Scripture
gives us no key to it whatever. It sets before us merely a vision, and
it is evident that John could not see souls, because souls are, we believe,
impalpable beings that can not be seen or felt. We can see bodies, but
not souls. No, it was a visionary representation; but why he says he
saw the souls was this, that he wished to represent, or rather God did,
that the beings to whom those souls belonged had been killed, and
that they were not men now, that they were only those parts that God
had infused into our human bodies as the better and more glorious
portions of us, by which we are united to God and to eternal things.
Those souls were evidently waiting, they were in a state of expectation,
they had been deprived of the life that is.
Well, then, where were they 1 They were under the altar. Now
the whole of this statement relates to the vision which John saw in
the temple. You know there was a temple at J ernsalem, and outside
of that temple there was an altar, and upon that altar victims were
offered to God; and then the high priest that offered them went into
the temple on the great day of atonement, and there presented their
blood before God. Some of the blood he poured out at the bottom of
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the altar, and so the blood came as it were to be under the altar. Now
that is what is represented here. The blood was the life of the victims,
and the life was represented here as connected with the altar, under
the altar, subject to the altar as it were, protected by the altar, kept by
the altar. What did it mean 1 It meant just what St. Paul said, " Ye
are dead [or ye have died], and your life is hid with Christ in God"
(Col. iii. 3). That altar represents Jesus. He was slain upon the altar
of God's justice, His blood was poured out upon that altar, and there
are His people now, their blood mingling as it were with that of J esllS,
and so manifesting their union with Him, their dependence upon Him,
and their confidence in the great sacrifice that was offered for sin.
These waiting souls represent this fact, that it was for that great truth
concerning J esllS and His redemption that they were persecuted, and
that they died. They were under that altar, and they clung to it as a
thing that they were content to lose their lives for. Oh, dear friends,
when they were in life they would not have believed any man that
spoke to them about another altar. If he had said, " There is another
altar in this church, and we are going to offer sacrifices upon it," they
would have repudiated the idea. They clung to Jesus, and Him alone;
they clung to Him as the victim that God had provided; they clung
to His blood as the only means by which their souls were to be purged
from sin; they clung to the sacrifice as the great atonement that was
made between them and God, by which they were liberated from the
condemnation that they deserved, from the chain of their sin, and
were made free to God, and heirs of everlasting life. That is what is
here represented to us-that the blessedness of the people of God in the
future depends upon their union with Christ, and their interest in that
sacrifice that Jesus offered for sin. That is what is here represented.
The souls were under the altar; they were sheltered by the altar; they
were covered by the altar; they were content to submit their judgments to all the great truths represented by that altar; and they
sought no other refuge than the one which that altar supplied. And
so it is with believers now. Those who are inheritors of glory cling to
Jesus and only Jesus, and they do not believe any man's invention,
or any man's substitution that he may offer to them instead of Christ,
as the ground of their confidence in God.
But further: under that altar we are told " were the souls of them
that were slain." And why were they slain 1 Why had they suffered 1
Why had their blood been shed 1 We are informed "For the Word
of God and for the testimony which they bore." Yes, my dear friends,
it has ever been so. The word of man is agreeable to man, but the
Word of God is not. The Word of God has not been popular in this
world. The Word of God is too holy; it has too much truth about it;
it has too much of the Spirit of God about it; it has too much of heaven
about it; it is too spiritual, it is too pure, for the people of this world to
like, relish, or accept. We shall never accept the Word of God until
taught by the Spirit of God to feel that it is God's revelation-that it
is not the word of man, but the Word of the living God. There are
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numbers of people-millions of people-in the world who prefer the
word of man to the Word of God. They wish a minister, when he
appears in the pulpit, not to preach the Word of God to them; not to
preach Jesus to them; not to preach the Word of God's glorious truth,
which proclaims His sovereignty, and which speaks of His way of con·
verting sinners, and His way of saving souls, and His way of " turnin/(
men from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God ..
(Acts xxvi. 18), His way of rooting sin out of the world, and His way
of restoring that which Satan has destroyed. Unregenerate men do
not like to hear that.' They say to their ministers, " Tell us something
more agreeable to us; tell us how we can do something ourselves; tell
us what part we ought to perform; tell us what goodness there is in us;
tell us what ability we can employ; tell us what department of salvation work is allotted to us, and let us go and do it; tell us how much
we are to pay for the pardon of sin; tell us how much money, how much
labour, how much suffering, how much self-denial, we are to give;
only lay down some rule for us; give us some task; lay upon us some
burden; and we will be obliged to you: but if you tell us about Jesus
having done it all, leaving nothing for us, that to God shall be all the
glory, and that we must be mere recipients of His mercy and grace, we
do not like that state of things; it is not at all agreeable to our way of
thinking that we should depend on God's mercy. and on His sovereign
might; that we should have nothing but what we receive from Him,
'without money and without price.' Do you mean to say that we
are to do nothing-is that the sort of Gospel you preach?" Yes, I, for
one, say that is the sort of Gospel that God has put iuto my mouth.
He simply bids me go and tell people what He has done, and what He
will accomplish; and that when sinners are pardoned and saved, the
glory is His, and He alone shall be magnified in and by the wonderful
things He has done-every saved soul being a monument of His Divine
grace and love.
You know, dear friends, as well as I, that men of the world do not
like that style of preaching, and will not have it. They will not have
the pure Word of God; they prefer the word of man. And there is
too much of man's word given to them, either exclnsively, or with a
little of God's Word mingled with it. But God will not have any
mi.xcture or mingling. He will have nothing but the pure Word. And
be assured of this: that nothing but that pure Word of God will save
you and me. It is by that Word-that living Word-that souls are
to be born; born not of " corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the
Word of God that liveth and abideth for ever" (1 Pet. i. 23). That is
the way the new birth is accomplished, and the soul saved. The
Apostle Paul, writing to the Thessalonians, says that" the Gospel did
not come to them in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy
Ghost, and in much assurance" (1 Thess. i. 5). It is in that way the
Word of God is brought home-not by my persuading you by subtle
argnments, influencing your reason, or your passions, or your prejudices; but simply by pressing home the blessed truths of God's eternal
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purposes in Jesus, and leaving the Holy Spirit to apply them as it
seemeth best to His Godly wisdom. And so the work is done. When
men went forth and preached Jesus, remember the people of the world
would not receive it. They were grieved because Peter and John
preached, through Jesus, the resurrection of the dead. First of all,
they did not like the doctrine of the resurrection, and a great many
people do not like it now. They did not like to hear that this
resurrection depended on Jesus; that there were no means of
getting to heaven except through resurrection and in union with
Him. What the Apostles preached, the Sadducees would not have;
so they persecuted John and Peter, because they preached Jesus
and the resurrection. They said, "Do not speak or teach men in the
name of Jesus" (Acts iv. 18). "Why," replied John, "what folly
that is; we are speaking of things we have seeu and heard; God has
commanded us to do it; and do you think we are going to hearken to
man rather than to God 1 Whether is it right for us to obey God or
you 1 Do you yourselves decide. God told us to go and preach in the
name of the Lord Jesus, salvation, pardon, reconciliation, heaven,
glory; and you tell us not to do it. Are we to obey God or man 1 "
Of course those foolish men would have them obey them; but the
Apostles said, "No, we will die rather!" And so they did; and so
men died in thousands-they died rather than preach anything but the
Word of the living God, because they knew that, according to what the
Apostle Paul said, woe would be to them if they preached not the
Gospel (1 Cor. ix. 16). And so I say, dear friends, I can but preach
from this pUlpit what God puts into my mouth. Many times have I
been charged with preaching what is erroneous, unscriptural, untrue.
I have been sneered at, condemned, and abused, for preaching the
blessed Word that I believe God has taught me. I tell you all plainly
-and I tell all this city and kingdom-that until God takes away my
breath, I shall preach the same thing, because God, I believe, has commissioned me to do so. I can never accept man's carnal thoughts,
inventions, or human ways of thinking and judging of the blessed Word;
or man's idea of how poor, sinful, hell-deserving man ought to be
saved. I have no knowledge of any way of salvation but the way
which God has set before me in His Word; and I must preach to you
according to God's Word, not adding to or taking from it, or inveuting
anything. That is what people will not have.
Now, those men in old times were condemned and put to death for
the Word of God and their faith, first of all; because they loved God
and not themselves, because they were guided by His Word and testimony concerning Jesus and the Holy Spirit, and those things that men
can know nothing about unless God has informed them. What do
you and I know about God, except what His Word tells us 1 Or what
do we know about the way of salvation, except what the Lord Jesus
Christ has revealed 1 What do we know about earth, heaven, hell,
eternity, or things to come, except what we have been taught by His
blessed Word 1 Is there any other book in the world that tells us, but
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God's Word 1 We must think of that, and even if we are condemned
to die for it we must cling to it, because it is the Word of the living God.
We are told that these men suffered for that Word. We know they
did; history tells us so. But the extraordinary fact connected with
this is, that their souls are represented as crying unto God from under
the altar, asking the question, " How long, 0 Lord, holy and true, dost
Thou not judge and avenge our blood on the dwellers on the earth 1"
There was a sort of feeling of impatience in the language of these souls,
you observe. But we are not to believe-because these were the souls
of men made perfect, and they represented God's dear servants-that
they were really impatient. It is only this: God made use of that
kind of language as proceeding from them that He might have an
opportunity of telling us something about His way of dealing with His
people. The blood of those martyrs was represented just like the
blood of Abel, crying to God from the ground. You see that the
language is highly figurative. It represents just this-that no suffering of God's people is unnoticed or disregarded by Him. Every sigh,
every groan of the children of God, is recorded in God's book, and they
who suffer for Him are well observed; their prayers are heard, their
sorrows and their trials are marked; God knows where they are, what
they are suffering, and why they are suffering. Then the question
arises, Why does God allow them to suffer 1 Because it serves His
purpose, because it does His work, because it advances His cause,
because the very sufferings of His people bring out their graces. Why,
look at the sufferings of those who were afllicted in the old time-the
sufferings of Daniel, for example. Without the lessons of wisdom
derived from the fact that Daniel was cast into the lions' den we should
never have learnt the example of that man's faith, never known the
value of such faith, what a blessed thing it is to trust God-we should
never have learnt that, if Daniel had not been so rudely and cruelly
tried as he was. Then the three men who were cast into the fire.
There we learn again the power of faith and confidence in God. Those
three men would not do what was required by their adversaries, because they had more respect for God than to do it. They trusted in
God, and God delivered them. Then we have this blessed lessonthat God is with His people, as He was in the lions' den, and in the
furnace; and that when they pass through the waters He is with
them, that when they pass through the fire He is with them (Isa. xliii.
2), that whenever they come in conflict with their enemies He is with
them; that in all their sorrows, trials, and temptations, God never
leaves them or forsakes them. Then to the question, Why did God
allow them to suffer, this is the reply, Just because great truths were to
be brought out, that we who succeed them, and who may be called on
to suffer in other ways, may be admonished by their example, comforted and encouraged by seeing how God dealt with them, how He
supported them, and how He delivered them; that we may say, The
God of these men is our God, this same God is able to help us in every
time of need. We see there the love of God in Christ, we see there how

688

The Gospel Magazine

God interests Himself for His people, how He sympathizes with them.
We would never know the extent of that sympathy unless we had seen
it exercised in the case of those who were tried, and who needed God's
assistance, and who found it in the day of their extremity. That is
just what we learn. How many have been converted by these examples
of God's suffel'ing people in old tinte ?
(To be continued.)
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.
AT Walton-on-Naze a Meeting in aid of the Society was recently
held, under the auspices of Mrs. Howe, when an excellent collection
was taken. Professor Orchard occupied the chair, and addresses
were given by the Rev. J. Silvester, M.A., Vicar of Great Clacton,
Messrs. E. Spurrier, of Colchester, W. Harrison, of Walton-on-Naze,
and the Secretary. Mr. Silvester dwelt powerfully upon the obligation
of proportionate giving. All the Lord's people are receivers from
Hint, and whether rich or poor, they should all be givers, "especially
unto the household of faith."
The Secretary has also advocated the claints of the Institution at
Malmesbury, Southport, Hastings, Devizes, and Leicester, with
encouraging results, and it is hoped that yet more friends in these
places will become supporters. At the approaching CIiIton Conference
the Convener has kindly allotted the Society a place at the Meeting
held to give accounts of the Lord's work, on the afternoon of Wednesday, October 8th.
The new" Quarterly Record" is now ready, and will be sent post
free on application. It contains a portrait and sketch of the late Mr.
J oseph Martin, of Littleport, an illustration of the South London Sale
of Work, and a variety of articles of an interesting character.
Fifteen hundred and seventy pensioners are upon the books. They
live in all parts of the United Kingdom, and upwards of 180 dwell in
the seven Homes. £43 daily are needed to meet all expenditure, and
the raising of this sum is becoming an increasingly arduous work. A
valued contributor, in a recent letter, says: "I have doubled my
subscription this year, as I think we ought, if possible, to quicken our
steps when we are ourselves' nearing the goal.' Even with the Old Age
Pension your help will not create affluence for the old folks, but will
at any rate place them outside the reach of want, and fulfil the
Psalmist's confidence: 'I was young, and now am old; yet never
saw I the righteous forsaken and his seed begging their bread.'
With every good wish."
A Buckinghamshire pensioner has passed away who, by God's
blessing, had been most useful in his district. For many years he
walked on Sundays distances of eight or twelve miles, each way, to
preach the Gospel. If bereavement came to a home he would trudge
miles to pay a visit. Rough men, hardened in sin, on their dying beds
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have refused to see any servant of God except our late friend. He
was a diligent tract distributor, and when one poor man was unable
to walk he wheeled him about all over the district in a bath-chair.
He was a deep and intelligent student of prophecy, warmly cherishing
in his heart" the blessed hope," and constantly sounding the comforting encouraging cry to waiting saints and the warning to careless
sinners, "Behold, He cometh."
Such as he are" the salt of the earth," and it is no small privilege to
minister to their need. Like Mr. Standfast in the" Pilgrim's Progress,"
each can say, " 'I have little or nothing to send to my family, unless
it be prayers and tears for them; of which it will suffice if thou acquaint
them, peradventure they may prevail.' When Mr. Standfast had thus
set things in order and the time being come to haste him away,
he also went down to the river testifying, 'I see myseU now at the
end of my journey; my toilsome days are ended; now I go where I
shall be with Him in Whose company I delight myself.' "
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
ALL our readers will be interested to hear that the Jubilee of the Clifton
Conference will, God willing, be held at the Victoria Rooms, Clifton,
on Wednesday and Thursday, October 8th and 9th. The meetings on
Wednesday will be at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. On Thursday there
also will be a meeting at 11 a.m., and the Conference Sermon will be
preached, at 7 p.m., on the same day at St. Mary-le-Port Church,
City. This will be followed by the Lord's Supper. On both days
there will also be held afternoon meetings from 3 to 5, which will be
devoted to Bible Readings, and also to Addresses on the Lord's Work
at Home and Abroad. The subject of the Conference will be "The
Coming of the Lord Draweth Nigh." The esteemed Convener of this
Conference, who is also the beloved EDITOR of this MAGAZINE, earnestly
solicits the intercessions of the Lord's people that strength and guidanca
may be granted to him in connection with the work of this historic
gathering.
The following correspondence indicates that one bishop at least has
frankly acknowledged the good work which is being done by Mr. J. A.
Kensit :" Verulam House, St. Albans.
"Aug. 11, 1913.
"Dear Sir,-In reference to my letter of the 9th of July, the Bishop
of St. Albans asks me to send you the enclosed statement of his action
with regard to the' Catholic League,' and to say that in his opinion
you did a public service in calling his attention to the illegal service
held at Corringham.-Yours faithfully,
E. A. DUCAVE,
"Mr. J. A. Kensit."
Chaplain.
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" 3 and 4, St. Paul's Churchyard, .
"London, E.C. Aug. 12, 1913.
" My Lord Bishop,-I am indeed gratified to learn from the copy of
the St. Alban,s Diocesan Gazette you have kindly sent me that your Lordship has taken such prompt and decisive action for the suppression
of the Catholic League. The expression of your opinion that I have
done a public service in calling your attention to the illegal inaugural
service at Corringham I much appreciate, but I can assure your Lordship that I felt constrained to approach you out of love for our Church
and the glory of her Master.
"Your inhibition of the Superior General of the League, the apology
from the Vicar of Corringham, the withdrawal of the license of the
Parochial Reader, the legal test demanded for the retention of the
Mary Image, or 'Shrine,' the stipulation that no similar service shall
be held in any church in your diocese, the general discountenance of
the spread of the principles of the Catholic League, and the clear
statement that you will not tolerate them, demonstrate conclusively
how much might yet be done to restore a measure of law and order in
the Church of England. This Pro-Roman League-as you justly
describe it-and other similar bodies, have created serious difficulties
through the length and breadth of our Church, but with tact and firmness the Bishops-if willing as a body to act-could save us from the
overthrow which the masses of the people will demand when they once
realize that the National Church does not enshrine' the Protestant
Reformed Religion as by law established.'
"I therefore pray that you may be Divinely upheld in your present
faithful endeavours as chief shepherd of the Diocese to banish and
drive away doctrines and practices so contrary to God's blessed Word.
"Yours for God's Truth,
J. A. KENSIT.
"The Rt. Rev. the Bishop of St. Albans, Verulam House, St. Albans."
The One Hundred and Ninth Report of the British and Foreign
Bible Society has just been published. During the 108 years of its
existence the Society has expended £16,409,992 17s. 6d. in the circulation of 244,400,000 copies of the Scriptures, in whole or in part. These
have been printed in 450 languages. In 111 of these the whole Bible
is printed, and in 108 more the complete New Testament. Ten new
Versions have been added to the Society's list during the past year.
For the benefit of the blind, the Society issues portions of the Bible in
thirty-three different languages in embossed type. The total number
of copies of the Scriptures in whole or in part issued from the Bible
House during the past year was 7,899,562. Of these China received
1,868,000 copies, Japan 330,000, and India 500,000.
The growth of Sabbath desecration may be gathered from the fact
that the Editor of "Golf Illustrated" recently informed a representative of a London Daily that it would be quite an exceptional thing to
find a golf course not open on Sundays, excepting in Scotland, or Wales,
or some of the remote country districts of England.

