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No. XVI.
" And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency ot
speech or ot wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony ot God.
For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus
Christ, and Him crucified."-l CORINTHlANS ii. 1, 2.
THE DISTRICT PARISH OF HOLY TRINITY, OLD HILL,
STAFFORDSHIRE.
TOWARDS the close of 1879 the MASTER, long waited upon in the
matter, granted the desire of several of His servants by opening
a way for the holding of Cottage Services in one of the densest and
poorest parts of the Parish. In a population like that of OLD HI~L
there will always be found large numbers of aged and afHicted
persons whose circumstances entirely deprive them of the blessing
of attending a place of worship. They are willing and even anxious
to avail themselves of the ministry of the Word, but thus hindered
they are practically shepherdless. In addition, there is always a
large class whose lack of decent clothes indisposes them to mix
at Church with their more favoured neighbours. And there are,
too, the masses whose utter indifference to spiritual things is so
strong that unless the Gospel is taken into their dwellings by
37
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special agencies, they would never hear its sound. In the month
of November, therefore, the first of a series of short simple weekevening services was held in Black Wagon Street. These services
were conducted in the cottage of a much afflicted man of GOD,
thus affording yet another instance of how GOD answers fervent
prayer. Without any knowledge on this man's part of how the
LORD had been laying it upon the hearts of some of His servants
to undertake such work, he had for months been praying that
some means of grace might be provided for him in his physical
helplessness. One day an active member of the congregation, while
visiting him, incidentally mentioned the VICAR'S desire that weekday services should be held in that district, and the poor man's
joy was great, for to him it was a Divine answer to his petitions,
and he forthwith offered the use of his room. At the first meeting
it was deeply touching to hear him praising and blessing GOD
that his humble cottage which was "once a swearing house is
now a praying house," and that what was once" a drunken house"
had been turned into a "GoD-fearing house." Week by week the
room was always filled, and many found it good to be there. GOD
greatly blessed this work and gave yet another proof of the truth
of His word: "Not by might, nor by power, but by :My SPIRIT."
The same year the VICAR was enabled to institute fortnightly
Gospel services in Gorsty Hill, an outlying hamlet divided between
the parishes of Halesowen, Blackheath, and OLD HILL, from which
fact and in consequence of its position it had long felt itself to be
a "No-man's-land." During the previous two winters considerable
temporal relief had been distributed amongst the poor nailers and
other residents there who had patiently endured much suffering,
but it had always been the VICAR'S wish to provide a religious
service during the week in that district. On the first Friday evening
in April, 1879, through the Baptist congregation generously granting the use of their chapel to the VICAR of OLD HILL as a mission
room, the first service of the series was held. The building was
crowded to excess, even the pulpit steps being occupied, and many
who could not obtain seats stood during the entire hour. The
singing was remarkably hearty. Amongst those present were
several who had never attended a place of worship before-the
very ones sought to be reached by the effort. The address, which

The GosPel M agaztne

I- •

579

was listened to with the closest attention, was based on the words
of JESUS, "If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with ME" (John
xiii. 8). Many encouraging incidents came to the knowledge of
the VICAR in connection with this opening meeting, and fortnight
by fortnight the services continued to be largely attended, and
testimony after .testimony was borne by hearers to the preciousness
of the Word of GOD'S grace to their souls. As the months passed,
the LORD set His seal very manifestly upon the work in that longneglected hamlet, and although the services were started for a
short period only, their success demanded their continuance up
to the time the VICAR left OLD HILL for a new sphere of labour.
This year too (1879), throughout the whole Parish the SPIRIT
very manifestly "moved on ~he face of the waters." In the
October issue of the Old Hill Church Magazine the VICAR wrote:
"For weeks past our weekly Prayer Meetings have been marked
not only by increasing numbers of praying people, but by more
fervency and faith in petitioning the KING. The Throne of Grace
is becoming to many a blessed reality, and believing access unto
it their felt privilege. The power of prayer is openly bearing
fruit in the congregation and neighbourhood. The preached Word
is effectual in the convincing of sinners and the building up of
saints in a much more manifest way than at any period of its
ministry since the opening of the-Church in 1876. Not a week
passes by without some blessed testimonies to the faithfulness of
a prayer-hearing GOD. The work at Gorsty Hill is no exception.
Both the September meetings there were distinctly honoured by
the SPIRIT of grace. The passages thus used were :-' I will fasten
Him as a nail in a sure place,' and, ' Behold, I have caused thine
iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of
raiment.' "
In January, 1880, the VICAR announced to his parishioners that
he had been offered and had finally accepted the Rectory of
ST. MARY-LE-PORT, BRISTOL-the Church and Parish occupied for
twenty-two years by his very old friend, the late beloved REV.
S. A. WALKER.
In his address at the New Year Congregational Tea Meeting held
that month, the VICAR spoke of the goodness of GOD in allowing
him to meet his dear people again at their New Year gathering,
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his suffering health having the previous year hindered his presence
among them. But, he continued, now that he had been spared to
bring them together it was his sorrowful duty to announce that
that would probably be the last New Year's Congregational
Gathering over which he would, as their PASTOR, preside. Two
years before, his life had been rejected by London life assurance
companies, and a leading physician had warned him that the
greatest care was needful if his life was to be prolonged. The
heavy and ever-increasing responsibilities of a parish such as OLD
HILL, together with the drain on the physical powers demanded
by the size of their Church-from neither of which mental and
bodily claims had he ever shrunk-had at last, in the tender
providence of his MASTER, had a bound set to them, and a much
less trying sphere of labour had been allotted to him. He could
not trust himself that night to give expression to the sentiments
of his soul in the prospect of the separation which that providence
involved. He hoped to have further opportunities of meeting
them, and so long as he remained their pastor they might count
upon his willingness to serve them for the MASTER'S sake as in the
past. He deeply felt the force of that magnificent meeting [1040
sat down to tea, and that number was very considerably increased
as soon as additional space was available], for it interpreted
unmistakably the goodwill of those who had rallied under the
Gospel he had for nearly four years been enabled to proclaim in
OLD HILL.
" PASTORAL FAREWELL.
"[With the REV. J AMES ORMISTON'S affectionate love in
CHRIST JESUS.]
" , Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of good comfort, be
of one mind, live in peace,. and the GOD of love and peace shall be
with you' (2 COR. xiii. 11).
" , Soon, soon, shall come that glorious day,
When, seated on Thy throne,
Thott shalt to wondering worlds display
That THOU with us art ONE.'

"BELOVED FRIENDs,-Grace, mercy, and peace be with you

all from the ever blessed Three in One.
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" My parting promise to write you a few farewell words in default
(under medical advice) of speaking them has, I feel, been too long
delayed in its fulfilment. The bereaving hand of the LORD in my
family, and other special circumstances, account for this apparent
tardiness. A personal knowledge of your generous hearts is, however, my assurance that you will acquit me of the charge of neglect
and ingratitude.
" Yet how can I hope adequately to express the deep feelings
stirred within me by that providence of our Covenant GOD which
has ministerially-not spiritually-sundered us?
" The tenderly affectionate sentiments contained in those Christian ADDRESSES which accompanied your munificent OFFERINGS
on the 22nd of March-sentiments conveying altogether too high
an estimate of GOD'S unworthy servant and yours-constrain my
profoundest gratitude. I am too painfully conscious of manifold
shortcomings, however, to feel at liberty to accept those MEMORIALS
of our providential association together, during the past four
years, without much humiliation before our common LORD and
MASTER.
" The rich mea~hre of blessing that rested upon the Word of the
preached Gospel, and the abounding testimonies borne by souls
led and fed of the HOLY GHOST, through my poor instrumentality,
had already requited me above all my faith and prayers. Again
and again the quickening of the dead and the edifying of the living
amongst you had fulfilled the promise, 'They that sow in tears
shall reap in joy' (Psa. cxxvi. 5). From week to week, especially
during the past year, the dear children of GOD, by bringing forth
'more fruit' (John xv. 2) and drawing closer together in prayer
and service (Mal. iii. 16) cheered their PASTOR'S heart, and filled
his mouth with praise (3 John 4). He needed therefore no such
goodly 'epistles of commendation' as those which to-day evoke
his warmest, truest thanks. 'YE are our epistle written in our
hearts, known and read of all men: forasmuch as ye are manifestly
declared to be the epistle of CHRIST ministered by us, written not
with ink, but with the SPIRIT of the living GOD; not in tables of
stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart' (2 Cor. iii. 1-3). To the
GOD of all grace be the praise. Not unto us be one word of glory
ascribed (Psa. cxv. 1). He Who led me into your midst in 1876,
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and led me out thence in 1880-' the Shepherd and Bishop of your
souls' (1 Pet. n. 25) and mine-had a work which He deigned to
do at OLD HILL by my means, and He did it (Eph. n. 10). The
grace in it, and the success of it, were His, the faults and the flesh
in it were mine (John xv. 5).
"

e

e

All that I did of truth and life
I owe, my GOD, to Thee;
The motive false, the effort vain,
Belonged alone to me.
The effort vain, the motive false,
Oblivion just shall see;
That truth shall stand, that life survive,
To own they came of Thee.'

" Yes; now that that work, so far as any active ministrations
of mine are concerned, is for ever past, I humbly and confidently
leave it with our righteous LORD (1 Cor. ii. 1-5). The' wood, hay,
and stubble' which mingled with the' gold, silver, and precious
stones,' will, I pray GOD, be speedily burnt up (1 Cor. iii. 12, 13).
May the blessed work of the HOLY GHOST begun in your hearts,
dear friends, be Divinely prospered (Phi!. i. 6). TRIED that work
will be-must be (1 Pet. i. 6, 7). But GOD'S fine gold, His grace
in the saints, bears well the fire (Job xxiii. 10). It suffers neither
in weight nor brightness by the ordeal of fiery trial (Heb. xii. 11).
The GOD of salvation-' our own GOD' (Psa. lxvii. 6)-is a jealous
GOD. He will 'perfect' His people.
othing less glorious than
a Church 'not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing' will
satisfy His eternal purpose (Eph. v. 27). Oh, wonder! that He
should find materials for such a ' glorious Church' in sinners such
as we. Oh! marvel of power and grace that so transforms the
morally and spiritually wounded and bruised (Isa. i. 6; Rom. iii.
9-12), the black (Song of Solomon i. 5), and the base (1 Cor. i.
26-29), that not even a 'wrinkle, or any such thing,' is discernible
in them to JEHOVAH'S eye as they stand accepted in the Person of
CHRIST JESUS (Eph. i. 4). Is it surprising, beloved friends, that
Satan should entertain enmity towards such a favoured people as
this (Gen. iii. 15; Job i. 6) ~ Or is it a strange thing that a world
that lieth in the wicked one should hate and oppose those whose
aims and lives are avowedly spiritual (John xv. 17-21) ~ The
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comfort, then, which I enjoy touching your souls' welfare is this,
that He, to Whose Word of grace I have affectionately and in
simple faith committed you, is not only 'able to keep you from
falling' (Jude 24), but has absolutely pledged Himself to His
Church, His vineyard, 'Lest any hurt it, I WILL KEEP IT NIGHT
AND DAY' (Isa. xxvii. 3).
" And though the leadings of Him Who indwells the' cloudy
pillar' of Covenant Providence (Exod. xiii. 21, 22; Matt. xxviii. 20)
have caused us to part company on the road of our Zion pilgrimage
for a little while, let me plight you my troth that, as grace enables,
I shall often have you in my petitions at the KING'S mercy seat
(Eph. i. 16), that you may give 'earnest heed to the things
which you have heard' (Heb, ii. 1), that you may stand firm in
'the old paths, where is the good way' (Jer. vi. 16), that you may
, be filled with the SPIRIT' (Eph. v. 18), that you may 'not know
any thing among [men], save JESUS CHRIST, and Him crucified'
(1 Cor. ii. 2), that you may' prove all things; hold fast that which
is good' (1 Thess. v. 21), that as you have received CHRIST JESUS
the LORD, so you may walk in Him (Col. ii. 6), that' as the elect of
GOD, holy and beloved,' you may' put on bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; forbearing
one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel.
against any: even as CHRIST forgave you, so also do ye' (Col. iii.
12,13) ; 'and the LORD make you to increase and abound in love
one toward another, and toward all men, even as we do toward you:
to the end He may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness
before GOD, even our FATHER, at the coming of our LORD JESUS
CHRIST with all His saints' (1 Thess. iii. 12, 13).
" Nor need I ask your fervent intercession in return, for I am
not unaware that as the LORD'S remembrancers you have, like
Jacob, much power with GOD (Gen. xXJrn. 28). The' door' in
this place, which the sovereign HEAD of the Church has opened for
me, is also an ' effectual' one (1 Cor. xvi. 9), I rejoice to say, and
our weekly prayer meeting (Monday) forebodes coming blessing
(Dan. ix. 23; Heb. x. 25; Acts xii. 5-17; Matt. xviii. 19).
"Thus, then, our mutual petitions and intercessions for each
other will cause us to meet often, in spirit, at the one mercy seat
where the 'communion of saints' (Eph. vi. 18)-that oneness of
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faith and of heart which is our family privilege-will be enjoyed
by us in common as an antepast of that blissful hour when we shall
gather together within the banquet-hall of our REDEEMER-KING,
there to feast, AS THE ONE BODY AND BRIDE OF THE LAMB, upon
HIS INFINITE FULNESS OF SALVATION (Rev. xix. 7-9).
"Till that promised consummation arrive, may you and I be
enabled by the power of the HOLY GHOST to watch, to bear, and
to serve (Phi!. iv. 13).
" In concluding these farewell words, allow me, dear friends, to
thank you, not only again for your latest much treasured tokens
of confidence and loving esteem in the LORD (presented with such
unselfish regard for the state of my health), but also for the uniform
kindliness, sympathy, and generosity of feeling shown to me and
mine by you during the past four years.
" It was with much sorrow that I found it, in the midst of the
large congregation to whom it was my privilege to minister at OLD
HILL Church, really impracticable to take a personal farewell of
you all. Trusting, therefore, that you will accept in a Christian
spirit these parting lines, and on my part entertaining only one
sentiment of goodwill towards every inhabitant of my late Parish,
I beg leave to subscribe myself,
"Dear friends,
" Yours ever to serve in CHRIST JESUS,
" J AMES ORMISTON.
" CLIFTON, BRISTOL, May 3rd, 1880."
CLIFTON, BRISTOL,

THE EDITOR.

September 7th, 1914.

(To be continued hereafter-D. V.)
No danger can hurt when God doth command us to enter into it;
and all dangers overcome us if we choose them ourselves, besides
God's commandment; as Peter, when he went at God's commandment
upon the water, took no hurt; but when he entered into the high
priest's house upon his own presumption, was overcome and denied
Christ. The Israelites, when they fought at God's commandment,
the peril was nothing; but when they would do it of their own heads,
they perished: so that we are bound to attend upon God's commandment, and then no danger shall destroy us, though it pain us.Bishop Hooper.
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HEZEKIAH'S PRAYER.
" And Hezelciah prayed before the Lord, and said, 0 Lord God of
Israel, Which dwellest between the cherubims, Thou art the God,
even Thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth,. Thou hast
made heaven and earth. Lord, bow down Thine ear, and hear:
open, Lord, Thine eyes, and see: and hear the words of Sennacherib, which hath sent him to 1'eproach the living God."2 KINGS xix. 15, 16.

....

HEZEKIAH, the King of Judah, who offered this prayer, was one
()f the few kings of Judah who" did that which was right in the
sight of the Lord." In the description which is given of his character in the previous chapter three things are prominent. First,
his jealousy for God's honour. "He removed the high places, and
brake the images, and cut down the groves, and brake in pieces
the brazen serpent that Moses had made: for unto those days
the children of Israel did burn incense to it: and he called it
Nehushtan" (i.e., a piece of brass). Secondly, his faith in God.
" He trusted in the Lord God of Israel." Thirdly, his obedience
to God's commands. "He clave to the Lord, and departed not
from following Him, but kept His commandments, which the Lord
commanded Moses." These three things are marks of a true child
()f God. They show that he was born again of the Holy Ghost,
and hence the fruits of faith, love, and holiness were manifest in
his walk and conversation. But though he was one of the Lord's
elect people, he was not exempt from trial. The Lord allows his
()Wl1 people to pass through deep waters.
"Many are the affiictions
()f the righteous," but how blessed is the promise, "The Lord
delivereth him out of them all." At the time when Hezekiah
()ffered this prayer a great host had come against Jerusalem, and
there was danger that the invading army would capture the city.
Tt was this national peril which led him to cry unto God in prayer.
Sennacherib, the King of Assyria, had sent him a letter in which
he ridiculed Hezekiah's confidence in God, boasted of the conquests
()f the Assyrian kings, and suggested that the God of Israel would
be just as powerless as the gods of the heathen nations which had
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already been conquered. Hezekiah was naturally alarmed. He
realized his own weakness, and spread his trouble before the Lord,
and the Lord heard his cry, and miraculously intervened on his
behalf. Now, in dependence on the guidance and teaching of the
Spirit let us make this prayer the subject of our meditation.
1. It was a prayer which recognized God's Oovenant relationship
with His people.
In invoking the aid of J ehovah, Hezekiah addressed Him as
the God of Israel. He said, " 0 Lord, the God of Israel" (R. v.).
J ehovah was in a special sense the God of Israel. To Moses at the
bush He had said, "I am the God of thy father, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." Subsequently
He had said, "I will take you to Me for a people, and I will be
to you a God" (Exod.· vi. 7). And when He spake to them from
Mount Sinai, He said, " I am the Lord thy God, Which have brought
thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage." This
expression, "The Lord thy God," occurs in each of the first five
commandments, if we include the preface just quoted (Exod. xx. 2).
Thus God had in sovereign grace taken them to be His people, and
He had bound Himself in covenant to be their God. Hezekiah
called this truth to mind in the prayer which he offered. He
recognized God as the Covenant God of His people, and therefore
as the God Who loved them, cared for them, and Who would certainly undertake for them in this time of national danger. And
is He the Covenant God of the literal Israel only ~ Is He not the
Covenant God of all the Israel of God ~ Hath He not said of the
Church which He hath purchased with His own blood, "I will
dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and
they shall be My people" (2 Cor. vi. 16) ~ Take comfort from
this great assurance, dear children of God. This God is your
God. He has said so. Surely then He loves you, He cares for
you, and all His attributes will be used on your behalf. When you
approach Him in prayer, remember that one of the great promises
of the everlasting Covenant is, "I will be to them a God, and
they shall be to Me a people" (Heb. viii. 10).
2. It was a prayer which realized God's presence with His people.
Hezekiah said, "0 Lord God of Israel, Which dwellest between
the cherubims." That is a phrase which points to the presence
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of God with His people. The cherubims were "in the two ends
of the mercy seat" which covered the ark of the covenant in
the Holy of holies. Between the cherubims God manifested His
presence amongst His people. " There will I meet with thee, and
I will commune with thee from above the mercy seat, from between·
the two cherubims which are upon the ark of the testimony, of all
things which I will give thee in commandment unto the children
of Israel" (Exod. :xxv. 18-22). It was thus that God fulfilled the
promise, "I will dwell among the children of Israel, and will be
their God" (Exod. xxix. 45). The Holy One of Israel was in the
midst of them. When Hezekiah spread Sennacherib's letter before
the Lord, and cried unto Him in prayer, he realized that He was
not a God afar off, but a God near at hand, a God Who was verily
present in the midst of His chosen people. Let God's children
to-day realize the same precious truth. The Lord is near to them
in their trials. He dwells among them. They are" a people near
unto Him," and He is a God Who dwelleth in them and is ever
near at hand to help them in all dangers and adversities.
3. It was a prayer which recognized God's sovereignty over the earth.
Sennacherib regarded God as a mere local deity like the false
gods of the heathen. In contrast, Hezekiah addresses Him as
the God of all the earth. "Thou art the God, even Thou alone,
of all the kingdoms of the earth."
. His sovereign sway, His supreme power extends to the whole
earth. He rules in the armies of heaven and among the inhabitants
of the earth. All things are under His control, and He " worketh
all things after the counsel of His own wilL" The sovereignty of
God over the whole earth was a comfort to Hezekiah. He realized
that even the high and mighty King of Assyria could do nothing
without His permission. Let God's people now take comfort
from this truth, "The Lord reigneth." Mighty emperors, backed
by immense armies, may seek to dominate the earth, but He That
sitteth in the heavens can control, hold back and overwhelm the
mightiest armies. Be it ours to trust in the living God "Who is
the only Giver of all victory."
4. It was a prayer which recognized God's almighty power.
"Thou hast made the heaven and the earth." Surely then Thou
hast all power. Nothing is too hard for Thee. Sennacherib may
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reproach and blaspheme the living God, but he little realizes that
He against Whom he rages is able to put His hook in his nose, and
His bridle in his lips, and to turn him back by the way which he
came. The God to Whom we cry in our distress is the omnipotent
God. "Our help is in the name of the Lord, Who made heaven
and earth." "The Lord is the true God, He is the living God, and
an everlasting King: at His wrath the earth shall tremble, and the
nations shall not be able to abide His indignation. Thus shall ye
say unto them, The gods that have not made the heavens and the
earth, even they shall perish from the earth, and from under these
heavens. He hath made the earth by His power, He hath established the world by His wisdom, and hath stretched out the heavens
by His discretion. When He uttereth His voice there is a multitude
of waters in the heavens, and He causeth the vapours to ascend
from the ends of the earth; He maketh lightnings with rain, and
bringeth forth the wind out of His treasures" (Jer. x. 10-13). This
is the God to Whose throne the Lord's people are privileged to
come. Surely He is "able to do exceeding abundantly above all
that we ask or think."
5. It was a prayer which was marked by earnestness and reality.
Oftentimes we have to mourn over the coldness and formality
of our prayers, but when we are in great peril the Spirit makes use
of our needy circumstances to stir us up to reality and warmth in
our prayers. In the presence of Sennacherib's host Hezekiah was
real and earnest in prayer. " Lord, bow down Thine ear, and hear:
open, Lord, Thine eyes, and see: and hear the words of Sennacherib,
which hath sent him to reproach the living God."
6. It was a prayer which was definite in its obiect.
Hezekiah and his people were in great danger. They needed
deliverance, and for this he definitely prayed. "Now, therefore,
o Lord our God, I beseech Thee, save Thou us out of his hand."
Others might trust in horses and chariots, but Hezekiah looked to
the Lord for salvation. He relied upon the Lord God of Israel,
and definitely besought Him to deliver him. Let us remember
that the Lord alone can save His people from the power of sin and
of Satan. "Truly in the Lord our God is the salvation of Israel"
(Jer. ill. 23). In vain shall we look elsewhere for deliverance from
the many perils which confront us. In vain shall we look merely
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to our army and navy for deliverance from present national perils.
" The horse is prepared against the day of battle; but safety is
of the Lord." Would that reliance upon the arm of God for deliverance in this most solemn time was more conspicuous in the utterances of our public men. We are glad, however, to record an
expression of confidence in God in a recent speech of Lord Rosebery's.
He said: "Above all, we are going to win because we have a high,
a pure, and a just cause, and we can appeal with humble but, I
think, earnest confidence to Him Who in the words of our
beautiful old paraphrase we recognize as the' God of Bethel, by
IVhose hand our people still are led.' "
7. Finally, it was a prayer which sought God's glory.
That was the great end for which Hezekiah prayed. He besought
the Lord to save Israel, " that all the kingdoms of the earth may
know that Thou art the Lord God, even Thou only." The putting
forth of God's power in the salvation of Israel was intended to
demonstrate that the Holy One of Israel was the only living and
true God. So the chief end of our prayers should ever be that God
may be glorified in His actings on behalf of His people. How
wonderfully the Lord answered Hezekiah's prayer. "Thus saith
the Lord concerning the 1.'i.ng of Assyria, He shall not come into
this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come before it with shield,
nor cast a bank against it. By the way that he came, by the
same shall he return . . . And it came to pass in that night that
the angel of the Lord went out, and smote in the camp of the
Assyrians an hundred fourscore and five thousand." Truly the
Lord hears the prayers of His people, and" He hath scattered the
proud in the imagination of their hearts." Let the Lord's people
everywhere follow Hezekiah's example in this time of unparalleled
danger. Our Covenant God is able to "abate the pride, assuage
the malice, and confound the devices" of those who have set
themselves against us.
Bath.
THOMAS HOUGHTON.
WORDS are but the body, the garment, the outside of prayer; sighs
are nearer the heart work. A dumb beggar getteth an alms at Christ's
gate, even by making signs, when his tongue can not plead for him;
and the rather, because he is dumb. Tears have a tongue and grammar
and language that our Father knoweth.-Samuel Rutherford.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Now also many nations are gathered against thee, that say, Let her be
defiled, and let our eye look upon Zion. But they know not the
thoughts of the Lord, neither understand they His counsel: for He
shall gather them as the sheaves into the floor. Arise and thresh, 0
daughter of Zion: for l will make thine horn iron, and I will make
thy hoofs brass: and thou shalt beat in pieces many people,. and I
will consecrate their gain unto the Lord, and their substance unto
the Lord of the whole earth."-MICAH iv. 11, 12, 13.

WE are in the throes of war as I write-a greater war probably than
the annals of the world have ever recorded. Suddenly, without any
warning, England was involved in what we may humbly say is a
righteous war-she has gone into it with clean hands, so to speakbut a war of seven nations (probably more ere this article is finished),
a world-wide upheaval. We are not called upon in the pages of our
spiritual MAGAZINE to go into particulars, nor is it a place for party
politics. But God's people have long felt sure that heavy chastisement must fall on our guilty land for her departure from the living
God; the desecration of His Sabbaths; the closed Bible, that one-time
" secret of England's greatness"; pleasure-loving, ease, and frivolity;
the unholy alliance of Church and people with strangers to God and
with those whose system dethrones a precious Christ. All this and
much more which has been working like leaven in our midst has brought
the children of God much distress of mind, much righteous indignation and vexation of soul, and the persuasion that sooner or later
judgment must fall, as it ever does when a nation forgets God. And
now the cloud has burst upon us. The word of the great God is, " Now
will I arise." Oh! how we mourn over those sins which reach unto
the very clouds, and how justly we merit His wrath and indignation
against us. He has long forbearingly borne with us. He has given
us warning after warning to " hear the rod and Who hath appointed
it." His patience and longsuffering have been marvellously exercised
toward us. "He hath not dealt so with any nation."
Think, dear reader, of the prolonged war in South Africa. What
losses there! What great reverses! And then the death of our
beloved sovereign Queen Victoria. We had many and humbling
lessons to learn at that time; but, ala~! did we profit by them ~ Nor
did our troubles cease with the reign of our gracious King Edward,
who used every effort to ensure peace with the various countries.
What pomp and ceremony were prepared for his coronation, and when
everything was ready the nation's joy was blasted by the news which
came on the eve of the great day-a postponed coronation through
the sudden illness of our beloved king. A nation again brought to
their knees, acknowledging their God as a God of Providence, Who
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" will be enquired of" and Who is ready to hear, hearken, and do.
Through God's mercy our king was given back to his loyal people, but
alas! for a few short years only. Then our land was again suddenly
plunged into sorrow and mourning. Was the voice of the Lord heard
then in judgment ~
Shall we recall another solemn voice and heavy judgment ~ Man
had counted upon his superior knowledge and skill, but God" casteth
forth His ice like morsels: who can stand before His cold ~" and
the huge" Titanic "-said by man to be "unsinkable "-was by one
blow from an unexpected iceberg sunk in a few minutes. God" uttered
His voice," and hearts quaked with fear. Eternity will doubtless
reveal many to whom that word of judgment was a word of mercy.
In one week of 1913-" Black Week" as it has been called-four
terrible catastrophes, each involving heavy loss of life, occurred, on
land, at sea, in the air, and underground: two railway accidents, the
sinking of a submarine, the. wrecking of an airship, and a mine
disaster. Was this solemn fourfold visitation heeded ~ This year
there has been the sinking of " The Empress of Ireland," and those
who" observe these things" have noted that this disaster happened
at the time of the second reading of the Home Rule Bill.
But we forbear. There have been" many such things" with Him,
beloved. And we as a nation have stopped our ears and hardened
our hearts and gone on presumptuously, unheedingly, frowardly. God
has not been in all our thoughts. We have been lifted up in pride.
We have been" lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God." We
have " mingled with the heathen" like Israel of old, and "learned
their ways." His people have marvelled at the longsuffering of God;
but at length He has arisen and sent upon us the heaviest scourge a
nation can suffer-war, and that by land and by sea. For want of a
name a secular paper, and even more than one paper, has gone to the
Bible, and called it "Armageddon." The reader turns for that word
to Revelation xvi. 16. In the preceding verse we read: "Behold,
I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his
garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame."
Now the very heart of Great Britain is stirred. Rich and poor
alike are, one thankfully records it, truly loyal to their King and
Country, and ready to do their duty. Slowly the people are being
brought to their knees. England to-day is seeking God. I write this
article on the day set apart as a " Day of Humiliation." How solemn
are the passing hours. News comes by telegram of " a fierce battle
raging, between two millions, with a line of 245 miles"; and Brusselsthat fair city-in the hands of the enemy. God is being publicly
acknowledged as the God of Providence; and His hidden ones are
turning to their stronghold, taking hold of God's strength, and lifting
up their heads because they know that their" redemption draweth
nigh." May we have the words ready on our lips and heart, "Lo,
this is our God; we have waited for Him, and He will save us" ; "This
Man shall be the peace, when the Assyrian shall come into our land."
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Great Britain is at last humbled under the mighty hand of God. And
His people who have long calTied the burden of their guilty nation
upon their hearts are quietly thankful for it. They have grown weary
with their groanings and been righteously" vexed" at the flood of
evil, the depths of sinful frivolity and pleasure and carelessness, the
steady and sure inroads of Jesuitism and Romanism, of infidelity and
secularism. And now, as Moses, Samuel, Daniel, and Jeremiah of old,
His people to-day, who are the nation's sanctuary, are graciously
drawn to besiege the mercy seat, and to pour out their hearts before
the Lord; to plead, to knock, to seek importunately. Oh! if the
spirit of contrite prayer is poured out for our individual and our
national sins, who can tell but that the Lord will again turn and have
mercy upon us, bring out of this seeming curse a blessing, and let
us see His smiling face once more. Then under the humbling hand
of our God our land shall again be purified and blessed, and the nation
be in its right place, acknowledging Him.
Amidst the darkness there is yet much cause for praise and for the
blessed conviction that the Lord has not let this war come upon us a
moment sooner or later than He intended. It matters little that an
arrogant emperor had commanded a hundred thousand men to be
ready to rise to arms at a given moment. He left the King of kings
out of his calculations, Who says, " Thou couldest have no power at all
except it were given thee from above." It has been remarked that
had the war come a fortnight later it might have found England sinfully involved in civil war with her sister Isle. In Great Britain there
is a little company who hear in this European war the direct voice of
God, in heavy correction and chastisement, showing His displeasure
for the God-dishonouring Home Rule for Ireland Bill. They had
cried day and night unto Him to deliver England from this unrighteous
act. He has delivered them from this immediate calamity, but in sore
judgment and in a way they least conceived, although they felt some
cloud hovering near. So His children humbly praise Him for overturning once again" the devices of the crafty, that their hands perform
not their enterprise." Also, had the war come a day or two later, it
would have found Lord Kitchener gone from our shores. But thanks
to an overruling Providence, he is with us, inspiring by his keen and
wise judgment, confidence in all, whilst His saints bless Him in secret
for this, Who performeth all things for them. We have other causes
for praise in the Godly influence at home and abroad of many of our
officers and men; in the great spread of temperance in both the navy
and the army; in the increased circulation of the Scriptures and the
eagerness of the men leaving for the front to receive them; in the
gracious and God-honouring work done by the late Lord Radstock in
Paris; and in the faithful and loving ministrations of Adam Podin in
Russia, and of many in Germany, whose names are in the Book of
Life. And we surely have cause for praise in the spirit of prayer
poured out upon us; the humbling effect this terrible chastisement
has had on us as a nation; the wondrous peace of mind which, passing
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all understanding, is possessing and keeping the children of God, the
quiet strong confidence in Rim.
And now, beloved reader, we have dwelt to an unusual length
upon circumstances; but the all-absorbing topic of our dark and
cloudy day demanded it. Let us, however, turn to our Stronghold as "prisoners of hope" may well do; run into our strong
Tower, even the unchangeable faithful Name of Jehovah; relilt upon
the Rock of Ages, that inimitable foundation which can never give
way, and thus, grace enabling us, " smile at all our foes," and" be
not troubled." He has told us " before" that all these things mU8t
come to pass, and that when they do it is time for His children to lift
up their heads, knowing that their" redemption draweth nigh." The
true Jerusalem, the city of the living God, will and does see" many
nations gathered against" her, " that say, Let her be defiled, and let
our eye look upon Zion " and see her reproach, her shame, her downfall. "But they know not the thoughts of the Lord" -those eternal
thoughts of love to His Church, those thoughts which He says" are not
your th01lghtB," those" thoughts of peace, and not of evil, ~o give them
an expected end"; those unchangeably faithful thoughts; those
thoughts which, put into action, " bring mighty things to pass"; those
thoughts which are covenanted for in " the sure mercies of David,"
and which are sealed by the precious all-prevailing blood; those
thoughts which ride on in unhurried majesty. He knows that persecution will work out to His people's salvation and His own glory ; thatthe
enemy, though coming in, as a flood, can not touch the life hid with
Christ in God, and that the flail is just the instrument in His hand to
separate the precious from the vile. And He encourages their hearts
as they see His great work, His mighty acts, His rising to their help.
" Arise and thresh, 0 daughter of Zion: for I will make thine horn
iron, and I will make thy hoofs brass." The enemy shall be threshed
out and made subservient to the glorious and ultimate end when they
shall be " still as a stone" and Zion shall reign all victorious!
In this fourth chapter of Micah are set forth the birth, kingdom,
peace, and final victory of the Church of Christ, and that too amidst
abounding evil and wicked imaginations of the heart of man, which is
evil only and continually. Mercy outruns all. Unchanging love and
faithfulness bind an unchangeably faithful J ehovah to His oath, and
His Zion abides. And whilst unrest, upheaval, wars, and every ill
surround her, she may well watch with calm composure the rebuking
of the devourer, and see the fury of the oppressor die away into silence;
hear the words of Divine power spoken to the proud waves, " Hitherto
shalt thou come, but no further," and in quietness and confidence, with
Divinely implanted strength, sing of victory.
The Lord did not describe nor locate the earthly Zion without a
spiritual intention. He reminds His true Zion how as a mount she
shall never: be moved; how no enemy can harm her; how round
about her are the mountains of everlasting love, faithfulness, and
mercy. "Salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks."
•
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And now, in the midst of war and disquietude, He Who sits upon
the throne directs the course of His Church. He Who provides shoes
of iron' ap.d brass for her pilgrimage, provides also " thine horn iron"
and" thy hoofs brass" against her enemies. Beset behind and before,
she shall yet push through the hosts of evil and with her horn exalted
in the Lord Who alone gives the victory, shout, " Rejoice not against
me, 0 mine enemy: when I fall, I shall arise; when I sit in darkness,
the Lord shall be a light unto me."
These" horns of iron" are symbolical of strength and endurance;
horns which shall be exalted in the Lord; horns of ability whereby
He will subdue every enemy and give His children to make their boast
in Him. "My horn shalt Thou exalt like the horn of an unicorn."
It is now the time of Jacob's trouble, but he shall assuredly be saved
out of it. He Who has been with His people in six troubles, will not
leave them to perish in the seventh. Ihtherto is holy argument for
exercised hearts to use, that He will keep them all the journey through.
He hath delivered, He doth deliver, and He it is Who, we trust and
fully believe, will yet deliver. "The feeblest saint shall win the day,
though earth and hell oppose the way," and with her" hoofs of
brass" the enemy from behind shall not be able to overthrow the
Church. Brass-that durable metal, that metal of which the altar
was made on which innumerable sacrifices were offered, and which
stood the test of fire all the year round and year after year, lively
type of Him Who as Gift and Altar was sanctified in one thereby.
Beloved reader, do you recall how the I,.ord's promise was fulfilled
to His people Israel, that in the day when Pharaoh would gladly thrust
them out, there would be not so much as an hoof left behind? And
if Jehovah cared so minutely for His national Israel, will He not much
more care for His spiritual? Oh! they will come up out of the world
none feeble, none lost; all, from the least to the greatest, brought safely
Home to the heavenly Canaan. Yes, Christ's Church shall come off
more than conqueror. Her enemies shall not overcome her from behind.
In "the whole armour of God," with which the Christian is to be
equipped, there is, as has often been pointed out, no protection for the
back. The shield, which is Christ, is provided over against the enemy
he has to face, and for him there is no turning the back. There is
sweet comfort in the thought that J ehovah has promised these" hoofs
of brass," and also has said that" He that endureth to the end shall be
saved." Brethren, take heart of courage. Now is the time to trust
our God, to lean upon His Name, and to believe His word that in all
these things we shall be " more than conquerors through Him That
loved us." "Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath
great recompence of reward. For ye have need of patience, that, after
ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise. For yet
a little while, and He That shall come will come, and will not tarry."
Our position is that of watching and waiting, and we will" praise Him
for all that is past and trust Him for all that's to come."
R.
Tunbridge Wells, Aug. 21st.
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THE FRONTISPIECE.
GENERAL VIEW OF THE PYRAMIDS OF GIZEH (EGYPT).
MANY of our Readers have, we are aware, been following with deep
interest the full account of the Pyramids of Glzeh furnished by the
late Rev. C. B. SNEPP, LL.M., in his " Eastern Tour" as reproduced
in recent issues of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. They will welcome, therefore, our illustration of this month which presents a general view of
the Pyramids-one of the "Seven Wonders of the WorId ": THE
PYRAMID OF CHUFU (or CHEOPS), THE PYRAMID OF CHEPHREN, and
'THE PYRAMID OF MYCERINUS. The Pyramid of Chephren, it will be
noticed, has a part of the original casing on the top. These casings
were not a mere" veneer" or "film," as they have been called, but
were of massive blocks, usually greater in thickness than in height.
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THE FINISHED WORK OF THE LORD JESUS ..
NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. J. ORMISTON,
AT ST. PAUL'S, GOSWELL ROAD, LONDON, ON JULY 18TH, 1877.
«

I have glorified Thee on the earth: I have finished the worle which Thou
gavest Me to dO."-JOHN xvii. 4.

I PURPOSE, dear friends, in dependence on the Lord's help, to consider
our text in the order of the points presented therein. First, we consider the Speaker-Who; then, How, and Where, is that done of which
He speaks; What is the work, and lastly, When was it given.
Who 7:S the Speaker? At the outset I am bold to say that no believer
in the Lord Jesus Christ has ever been enabled, at any point of his
€arthly service, to say" I have glorified Thee on the earth: I have
finished the work which Thou gavest me to do." The ability to, use
those words is the sole prerogative of God's own Son: of Him of Whom
the Prophet spoke as Jehovah's Servant-it Behold My Servant, Whom
I uphold; Mine Elect, in Whom My soul delighteth." In the twofold
capacity of Son and Servant we have the Lord speaking in our text.
And what service can be like that which springs from sonship. We
have this tie between employer and employed in Malachi iii. 17: "I
will spare them, as· a man spareth his own son that serveth him."
Such was the service of Jesus, and therefore on the part of the Father
what sympathy, what special interest would there be in the work;
and on the part of the Son, with what faithfulness would He fulfil that
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which was a service of happy liberty-not of mere obligation but also
of love. A matter of obligation certainly. as He had engaged in a
past eternity to do the work, but an obligation that bad its foundation
in love. And of this work Jesus could say to the Father, "I, Thy
Servant-Thy Servant because Thy Son-have finished it."
The more I am led to study God's Word, dear friends, the more I
am led to the conclusion that the name Son as applied to the Lord
Jesus is more a title of office than of relationship. Some of you know
how much importance I attach to the actual words of Holy Scripture,
and for this reason, because I believe that in every case J ehovah selects
the best word to express His mind. It is therefore wise and profitable
to consider why this or that word is used in any particular place.
With regard then to the use of the word Son as applied to Christ in
Scripture, we note how very little is said of the Sonship of the Lord
Jesus in the Old Testament. It seems as if the revelation of God's
ideal of Sonship had been reserved for the "Gospel Dispensation."
It is the special office of God the Holy Ghost to glorify the Son. " He
shall glorify Me," said Jesus, by revealing My Sonship. Hence He,
the Holy Ghost, is called" The Spirit of adoption" (or sonship)-a
New Testament title taken from God's ideal of Sonship as seen in the
Lord Jesus, the Pattern which God has revealed to each believer as
his portion in measure. 'I And because ye are sons, God hath sent
forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father," or,
" Father, dear Father." There is a connection too, we gather, between
the Sonship of Christ and of the believer. The Holy Ghost is the
revealer of both the Sonship of Jesus and that of the Church.
I repeat, it appears more and more clear to me that the Sonship of
the Lord Jesus is a title of office rather than of relationship, for it is
plain that Jehovah Jesus, the Christ of God, was from everlasting in
the bosom of the Father, that He was without beginning of days or
end of life-the true Melchisedec. And the deep mystery of the
eternal generation of the Son is simplified by the remembrance of the
fact that in the Deity are three Persons-the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Ghost-all co-equal not only as regards a future eternity but a
past, and bearing separate offices in the Godhead. The Son in His
work ever had His office in view. His work ever tended toward the
Father. In this prayer of His before us the title "Father" is its
very keynote. "Father," He says in verse 1; again," Holy Father"
(verse 11); and yet again, "Righteous Father" (verse 25), as if
ascending higher and higher in the expression of relationship to God.
" I have glorified Thee." And we now ask-How? From Scripture
we learn He That is very God was made in the likeness of sinful flesh.
It pleased Him for His people's salvation to lay by His greatness of
glory, to make Himself" of no reputation," to take upon Him" the
form of a servant," to become poor that they through His poverty
might be rich. And at any and every point of His earthly mission His
work was always perfect. There was never anything to unsay or undo.
He so discharged His Covenant work that His Father could ever say,
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" This is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased." As the Son
in service we see Him ever, even when at twelve years of age He said,
" I must be about My Father's business." From the obligations to
which He had committed Himself, from the promises He had made,
from the oath He had sworn t,o His neighbour's interest but to His
own hurt, He would not go back (Psalm xv.).
And in the prosecution of His work, how we hear Him again and
again referring to His Father. "This commandment have I received
of My Father," He said when speaking of His purpose to lay down
His life for the sheep. And let us remember, brethren, how in all our
Lord did and said He ever sought the glory of the Father, and may
that be our desire in all we do and say. As we have said, He swore
to His own hurt, yet turned not back, but trusting in His Father's
faithfulness He fulfilled the conditions of His meritorious service
though the price was His own blood-" He stedfastly set His face to
go to Jerusalem." "The zeal of Thine house hath eaten Me up," we
heard our Lord saying in the Psalms this evening. The house of God
is the Church; no man-made denomination or communion, but the
chosen, redeemed, Spirit-quickened people of God spoken of in Ephesians ii. 22 as " an habitation of God through the Spirit," " framed
together," or cemented. And every individual stone shall set forth
God's truth, righteousness, and salvation; none shall'be passed by,
and upon the most uncomely shall be bestowed "more abundant
comeliness." In contemplation of every concern in the salvation,
preservation, guidance, presentation, and glorification of these the
Lord Jesus faced the cross and was willing to be betrayed.
" I have finished the work which Thou gavest :Me to do "-Where?
On earth. He had already done it in heaven. In the untold ages of
eternity He had struck hands for His Church. He had become surety
for her, knowing her real condition, We have this in Ephesians v. 23,
where He is spoken of as" the Head of the Church" and" the Saviour
of the body." In this twofold capacity He received the Church £rpm
the Father, till that time when" all things shall be subdued unto
Him" and" the Son also Himself shall be subject unto Him That put
all things under Him, that God may be all in all." What that profound passage of Scripture may intend, I do not attempt to explain;
but of this I feel assured, that it points to the time when Christ's
Covenant engagements concerning His Church will have their full end.
It will be the terminus of His obligations. But on earth He finished
the work of His Father. The guilt of His Church was charged upon
Him. During His life on earth God's will was in His heart to fulfil it,
as it is written in Psalm xl. 8: "I delight to do Thy will, 0 My God:
yea, Thy law is within My heart." He went in and out, up and down,
in the land of Canaan, doing this will, but never out of the land. :Mark
that: for that land was a type of the portion of the Lord's people,
the Church'!, inheritance, our heaven, beloved in the Lord. It is true
He was taken to Egypt that the Scripture might be fulfilled-" Out of
Egypt have I called My Son," but in His work He never left the land
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through which Abraham was told to walk I t in the length of it, and in
the breadth of it." In this land Jesus, the true "Father of many
nations," Abraham's Seed (not" seeds," Gal. ill. 16), fulfilled His trust
and waited to be glorified in His Father's own way, having glorified
His Father on the earth.
These words, too, were spoken in the hour of coming judgment,
when He was about to pay the penalty, to seal the Covenant with His
blood. Though in purpose He had already completely discharged
His engagement, that engagement must yet become a historic fact.
The sacrifice must be offered, the Lamb slain. Wherefore it is prophetically written of Him (Isaiah 1. 5: "The Lord God hath opened Mine
ear, and I was not rebellious, neither turned away back. I gave My
back to the smiters, and My cheeks to them that plucked off the hair:
I hid not My face from shame and spitting. For the Lord God will
help Me; therefore shall I not be confounded: therefore have I set
My face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed. He is
near That justifieth Me." Shall Abraham account God able to raise
his son from the dead, and Jesus not trust His Father? Oh, no!
Wherefore He saith " He is near That justifieth Me"; "Father, into
Thy hands I commend My spirit"; though He had said, "My God,
My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?" We see in these passages
the language of God's own Son and Servant-His true Servant because
His real Son-under the aggregate guilt of the Church. He lays down
His life to receive the price of His blood at the very pit's mouth in His
Father's words of welcome, " Thou art My Son, this day have I begotten
Thee."
And now, What was the work of the Lord Jesus? I fear there are
many in these days who deny that He did any specific work, therefore
it is well that we should definitely know what that work was; and I
say at once that it was coincident with the will of God the Father, and
what that will was the Lord tells us. "This is the Father's will Which
hath sent Me, that of all which He hath given Me I should lose nothing,
but should raise it up again at the last day." And again: "This is the
will of God, even your sanctification" (1 Thess. iv. 3). It is in the
fulfilment of J ehovah's will that any soul is separated from his fellowsinners and called to a knowledge of God, that anyone is born again;
as it is written, "Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God." Or as St. James says, " Of
His own will begat He us with the Word of truth, that we should be a
kind of firstfruits of His creatures"; and again, St. Peter says,
"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Which
according to His abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively
hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead." It is all due,
I say, to the will of the triune Jehovah that any are delivered from a
death of trespasses and sins and made alive unto God, the Lord Jesus
having so worked out that will as to ensure the salvation of His Body,
the Church, and having returned to His Ifather's throne to claim the
reward of His blood in the presentation of His beloved in exceeding
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glory. On Him may our trust be fixed, for He has triumphed over all
enemies. He hath gotten Himself the victory. He works alone,
without any co-operation of the flesh. For from first to last, salvation
is of God-" Not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of
God That sheweth mercy." "I will have mercy on whom I will have
mercy," saith the Lord. "I will have mercy," Satan notwithstanding;
the world, the flesh, unbelief, doubtings, questionings, fearings, fightings, notwithstanding. Enough that the Lord wills, and a way will
be found, the work consummated, and His glory secured. The Lord
Jesus bore the curse. He poured out His soul unto death. He righteously endured the individual deaths of His people (Isaiah liii. 9,
margin) and" He shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall be
satisfied."
" The work which Thou gavest Me to do." When was it given?
In a past eternity, and every jot of it has been performed, and in
every particular, down to the smallest, has the will of God been carried
out. How often in the Gospels we read concerning one and another
of Christ's works, " That the Scripture might be fulfilled" this or that
was done. Or as the Psalmist says, " For ever, 0 Lord, Thy Word is
settled in heaven."
In conclusion, I would ask each of my hearers, What interest have
you in the work of Christ ~ Has He been set before you as the only
Substitute ~ Have you, under a sense of the curse of the Law, found
in Him the rock of shelter ~ Do you know Him as your risen Head ~
Has He been revealed to you as a suitable Saviour, as the only One
Who meets your need ~ Rejoice, if such be the case; for He will,
notwithstanding all your doubts, go on to reveal Himself. He Who
has chosen, redeemed, and quickened you, will guide your feet into the
way of peace. He is responsible to do it, and you who are kept by His
power humbly walking before Him in the world s~all wear the likeness
of the Firstborn. Therefore, though tempted and tried, hold on;
mighty is our Redeemer, yea, our God is mercy full. His word is
passed that He will never leave nor forsake His people; and when tuey
pass through the waters, when the fires are fierce and storms rage,
they shall hear a voice saying, " It is I; be not afraid." Amen.

"JESUS IN THE MIDST.H
NOTES OF

A SERMON PREACHED RECENTLY AT CHRIST CHURCH,
JOHANNESBURG, S. A., BY THE REV. J. J. BEDDOW,
LATE VICAR OF DRYPOOL, HULL.

"Where they crucified Him, and two other with Him, on either side one,
and Jesus in the midst."-JOHN xix. 18.
IT is considered by many that the city Jerusalem is, geographically,
the centre of the world. It is unmistakably true that the Crucifixion
of Jesus Christ is the central fact of history, and also that Jesus Christ is
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the central Object of the universe. There is a profound truth in
the words of our Lord, "And I, if I be lifted up from the earth,
will draw all men unto Me" (John xii. 32). The text, in like manner,
'places the honour on the head of Christ. We may briefly consider it
under seven distinct aspects.
I. "Jesus in the midst" 0/ the doct01'S (Luke ii. 46). For" doctors"
we may read" teachers." Very early in our Lord's earthly history
He is found there to the astonishment of all concerned. But that is
a position seldom accorded Him. There are very few things so
characteristic of the present day, as for the world's teacher~ to either
reject or disparage Christ's authority. In day schools and seminaries
and in scientific circles, this is often strikingly manifested. In witness,
we may instance the supreme efforts of science to banish God from
creation, and to account for the marvellous existences which throng
the universe, as though they were produced without the intervention
of a Divine Creator. Yet, after 6000 years of inquiry and investigation,
after the discovery of innumerable fossils and remains, scientists were
compelled to admit defeat, as they only found themselves, to use the
language of Professor Schafer, "against a blank wall of nescience."
On the other hand, God has put His Son" in the midst," as the Source
or Head of all knowledge and wisdom, in that Henot only understands,
but He made, all things. In Heb. i. 1, 2, we read, "God . . . hath
in these last days spoken unto us by His Son, Whom He hath appointed
heir of all things, by Whom also He made the worlds," etc., etc.
So, too, St. J olm says (chapter i. 3), " All things were made by Him, and
without Him was not anything made that was made." (See also Col.
i. 15-18, and 1 Cor. i. 23, 24.) Thus, in the purposes of God, all creation
is subordinated to the Lord Jesus Christ. Even in the physical world
we shall know nothing as we ought to know it until He is assigned
His rightful place-It Jesus in the midst" of the doctors.
n. " Jesus in the midst" on the cross (John xix. 18). On the part
of man He was, by common consent, rejected. Against Him" both
Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel,
were gathered" (Acts iv. 27). The lips which on Palm Sunday sang
their Hallelujahs to Jesus as the King of Israel, a few days afterwards
cried out, "Not this Man, but Barabbas"; "Crucify Him, Crucify
Him"; "We have no king but Cresar." He was rejected, as we
know, as the Son of God, as the Son of Man, and as the Messiah-King
of Israel. (See the various records of His trial and crucifixion.) Yet
He averred His Kingship (see John xviii. 37, R.V. margin), and even
Pilate was constrained by some overwhelming power to proclaim it.
When the chief priests desired that he would alter the inscription
over the cross, " Jesus of Nazareth the King of the Jews," his response
was "What I have written I have written." It must stand! It
pro~laimed what He was, though in rejection and humiliation. N?tic~,
before passing on, two great facts: (I) The cross of Jesus Chn.st IS
the great separating force. He was" in the midst," with the perntent
sinner on one side and the impenitent blaspheming sinner on the other
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side. As it was then, so it is now! "They who on earth ar,edivided
by the cross, are they who in heaven will be separated by the throne."
(2) In the penitent robber, we have the first trophy of the dying love
of our adorable Redeemer. On the part of Christ, there is a " majesty
in His misery," wherein, amidst the surrounding gloom, humiliation,
and apparent helplessness, He disposes of the seats in bliss. Towards
the penitent robber there is a marvellous display of saving grace and
loving condescension. As far as we know he had never done a praiseworthy deed. He was a condemned malefactor in every sense of
the word. Though we may not always care to recognize the fact, his
salvation was a type of ours. If we are saved at all it will be " by
grace"-unmerited favour. The stages through which he passed
show that in a comparatively brief space of time he had been led into
deep and wonderful revelations. This he shows in his words to his
fellow-malefactor. Notice briefly, as shown in Luke xxiii.: (i.) The
fear of God (v. 40); (ii.) Acknowledgment of sinfulness (v. 41);
(iii.) Proclamation, amidst surrounding contradictions, of the spotless
innocence of Christ, "This Man hath done nothing amiss" (v. 41).
Then followed the wondrous prayer, or golden chain 6f three links,
wrought by the Spirit of God, " Lord, remember me." Have we ever
breathed that prayer? It has never yet been slighted or disregarded
when it has been wrung from the heart of the truly penitent. We
have for that the unfailing promise of our living Lord, "Him that
cometh unto Me, I will in no wt:se cast out." Wonderful exchange,
was it not, for the penitent thief. From the malefactor's cross to
paradise. From the haunts of sin and vice and the noisy rabble of
the mocking crowd, to the presence of Him, Who in profound love
answered his prayer, "Verily I say unto thee, To-day shalt thou be
with Me in paradise."
Ill. " Jesus in the midst" in resurrection power. This evening's
second Lesson thus represents our Lord (John xx. 19). He appeared
in the midst of the little, timid, fearful, doubting band of believers
who were gathered in the upper room. It was a manifestation in grace
as well as power. Viewing them as individuals they were no better
than ourselves. They had all forsaken Him. Some had openly
denied Him, and the boldest of all had done so with imprecations.
Yet it was to them He showed the prints of the nails in hands and
feet, and the wounded side. It was infinite love displaying itself.
Herein we have the source of salvation. It comes through a
crucified and risen Redeemer. Only by a living faith in Him, and a
vital union with Him, can we be saved. It is as one has truly
expressed it :.. Upon a life I did not live, upon a death I did not die,
Another's life, Another's death, I stake my whole eternity."

IV. " Jesus in the midst" on the throne of grace. Our Lord is not
yet on His own throne of glory. That is still future. He is with
His Father on the throne of grace, where He ever lives to make inter-
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cession for all who come unto God through Him. For this we have
our Lord's own authority (see Heb. i. 3, Rev. iii. 21, and v. 6). Upon
this the Apostle rests the encouraging exhortation: "For we have
not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our
infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.
Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need" (Heb. iv. 15, 16).
V. " Jesus in the midst" of His people on earth. We hear very
much nowadays of the" Real Presence" of Christ. Our Lord here
tells us where it is to be found. "For where two or three are gathered
together in My Name, there am I in the midst of them" (Matt. xviii. 20).
No such promise is attached to a so-cal!ed presence in the elements of
the Lord's Supper. In Rev. i. He is described as walking amidst the
seven golden candlesticks, and holding the seven stars in His right
hand. The candlesticks are explained as representing the Church in
its fulness, and the stars are the messengers of the Churches. One of
our hymns beautifully expresses the same blessed truth :"Jesus, where'er Thy people meet,
There they behold Thy mercy seat;
Where'er they seek Thee, Thou art found,
And every place is hallowed ground."
This is most gloriously true. Wherever His own believing, trusting,
worshipping people are found, in the wild prairie, on the broad veld,
in the palace, the hut, the cathedral, or the closet-Jesus is present
in spiritual power to bless and to succour them. His promise is,
" I will never leave thee nor forsake thee, until I have done that which
was spoken to thee of."
VI. "Jesus in the midst" as the Shepherd. VII." Jesus in the
midst" in glory. As completing the sevenfold circuit of revealed
Truth, our blessed Lord is described" in the midst" as the " Great
Shepherd" of the sheep (see Heb. xiii. 20, Rev. vii. 17). And finally,
"in the midst," leading the eternal praises of His blood-bought and
glorified family (Heb. ii. 12).
May the Holy Spirit graciously bless our meditation upon this
wondrous theme.
IF you ask what it is to hope in God, to trust in God, and to wait
on Him, I answer, that to hope in God, is to expect help from God.
To trust in God, is to rely, or rest upon God for help. And to wait
on Him, is to continue, and abide in this expectation or reliance.
Properly, according to Scripture phrase, trusting in God is the recumbency, or the reliance of the soul upon God in Christ, for some good
thing that lies out of sight. I say first, it is the recumbency, or
reliance of the soul upon God; so you read in Isaiall xxvi. 3: "Thou
wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee, because
he trusteth in Thee." So the Spouse in the Canticles is found leaning
upon her Beloved, and so we are commanded to trust.-W. Bridge.
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"SEE THAT YE BE NOT TROUBLED."
" Take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged
with . . . cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares.
For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of the
whole earth."-LuKE xxi. 34, 35.

events are making men think, even the commonly thoughtless. Surely the end of the present dispensation may be close upon
us, and the Lord may at any moment call up the living believers and
"the dead in Christ." Passage after passage of Scripture comes
before one, both as reminder and as assurance, especially our Lord's
own words on the subject as recorded by the three Evangelists,
Matthew, Mark, and Luke.
Matthew xxiv. 6-8, 42, 44: "Ye shall hear of wars and rumours
of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come
to pass, but the end is not yet. For nation shall rise against nation,
and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and
pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. All these are the
beginning of sorrows"; " Watch therefore"; "Therefore be ye also
ready."
Mark xiii. 7, 8, 33, 35, 37: "When ye shall hear of wars and rumours
of wars, be ye not troubled: for such things must needs be; but the
end shall not be yet. For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom: and there shall be earthquakes in divers places,
and there shall be famines and troubles: these are the beginnings of
sorrows"; "Watch and pray"; "Watch ye therefore"; "Watch."
Luke xxi. 9-11, 25-28, 36: "But when ye shall hear of wars and
commotions, be not terrified: for these things must first come to pass:
but the end is not by and by. Then said He unto them, Nation shall
rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and great earthquakes shall be in divers places, and famines, and pestilences; and
fearful sights and great signs shall there be from heaven"; " And there
shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon
the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves
roaring; men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after
those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven
shall be shaken." This latter passage may mean literally a gigantic
storm in the heavens and a correspondingly tremendous storm on the
sea; or it may be metaphorical, implying the shaking of great temporal
powers and empires, such as is happening to-day; or possibly it may
be a prophecy of both. "And then shall they see the Son of man
coming in a cloud with power and great glory. And when these things
begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your
redemption draweth nigh." "Your redemption," all living believers,
" draweth nigh" in the coming of Christ for you. 'fhe world will not
" see" or acknowledge these "signs," therefore the world will not
know that" He is at the door" (Matt. xxiv. 33, margin). The world
does not listen or believe to-day when told that" the kingdom of God
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is nigh at hand." But" when ye see these things come to pass, know
ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand." " Watch ye therefore,
and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these
things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man."
Surely the Church of God may now" look up " and lift up her head
as never before, in an attitude of attentive and earnest anticipation of
her Bridegroom's return. Our Lord in these passages was addressing
only His own people. To bear this in mind will save us much confusion.
For He tells His followers what they are to expect and experience
themselves; but He also tells them what will happen when He comes
the second time" in power and great glory." And these words of His
give us encouragement not to fear during the present terrors and
trials. Verily, beloved reader, we need have no fear for two reasons.
First, because the Church of God ib equally safe in calm and in storm.
" God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble."
And secondly, because He has told us that when" these things begin
to come to pass" we are to understand them as precursors and signs
of His near approach. His own people are to InlOw and remember
thereby that" He is at the door."
We are enjoined to" take heed to" ourselves, that" that day come"
not upon us " unawares" (Luke :xxi. 34). Now is a searching time,
a time of personal, definite searching to each one of us. Are we well
assured that we are" in the Lord "~ Is He my Saviour? Have I
the witness in my spirit, given by His Spirit, that I am indeed a child
of God? Oh! let us make very sure that we can truly answer, Yes,
to these questions. And again: if I am indeed His 0"'11, how am I
walking? Am I prayerful and careful that none of my words and
actions shall be a hindrance or a stumbling-block to the Church or the
world? :M:ay the Holy Spirit prompt these questions and enable us
to forego whatever is doubtful in our daily life. Then, and then only,
shall" that day" not overtake us " as a thief in the night." Verily
"these things" seem already to have begun" to come to pass,"
so we may "look up "-not down, nor around, by any means. It
may be that the present terrible war is part of the Lord's eternally
prearranged plan for the close of this dispensation. Certainly the
passages quoted prophesy just what is happening on the earth to-day.
But the Lord will keep, guide, and uphold His own people" even unto
the end." Let us then put our trust in our living Jehovah, not in any
human means-these may all fail-but in the everlasting God. So
long as we 'do this, we shall be blessed by Him individually, whatever
evils may overtake our land and nation. "The Lord reigneth " is a
blessed fact, and" The Lord cometh" is a glad assurance, for it may
be that the Lord is seeing fit to chastise England for her national sins.
How, how has she lived latterly? She has trifled with her responsibilities and held lightly her spiritual privileges; notably God's Word,
God's Day, and God's House. Is she not to-day as a nation ungodly
and Godless? How many in our land read the Bible daily? How
many attend a place of worship? How many" remember the sabbath
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day to keep it holy"? I fear that for one who does these things,
ninety-nine make no profession of religion. This is tremendously
solemn. And God will not be forgotten and ignored for ever. For
years England has sinned against light and knowledge; sinned
wilfully and persistently in spite of a wide-scattered Bible and hundreds
of churches and chapels; sinned in spite of her glorious and bloodstained Reformation, until Reformation truth has well-nigh died out
in our midst. England has laughed and mocked at God, and in
Proverbs i. 26 we read: "I also will laugh at your calamity; I will
mock when your fear cometh." This is God's own Word, and He
keeps every word of His Word. But this passage does not apply to the
children of God. They are absolutely safe whatever happens. While
we trust in Him we are kept in peace even in time of war.
Many of us believe that our day of service is fast closing, and that
the day of judgment is consequently fast approaching. In this belief
may we with Spirit-filled fervour declare perpetually in the words of
Enoch, "Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of His saints, to
execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among
them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed,
and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken
against Him" (Jude 14,15) "Watch" is our Lord's special word to the
Christian, lovingly repeated again and again. Let us not stand idly
waiting because we are" ready," but rather let us use every moment
in His service, for His glory, and with His strength pass on the knowledge of salvation to others. The times are serious and yet encouraging,
for people are now more willing to listen to "the things concerning
the kingdom." May we each and all be found active watchers when
our Lord eometh, whether that be " at even, or at midnight, or at the
cock crowing, or in the morning: lest coming suddenly He find you
sleeping" (Mark xiii. 35, 36). "What I say unto you, I say unto all,
Watch" (Mark xiii. 37).
Brixton.
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
"CALL UPON ME."
" He trIaketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth."-PSALM xlvi. 9.

WARS upon the earth, nation rising against nation, with the result
that thousands of men are given over to wounds, bloodshed, and death,
is all a fruit and effect of sin, and is all to be traced up to the transgression of the first man Adam, and his eating"The fruit
Of that forbidden tree, whose mortal taste
Brought death into the world, and all our woe."
Eden, as coming forth from the hand of an almighty, beneficent, and
bountiful Creator, was a scene of perfect peace and earthly comfort.
Man in the state of innocence was capable of appreciating and enjoying
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such a condition; and he did both, until the hour in which he became
a transgressor of the word of God, and consequently was driven out of
Eden, since he could no longer continue to retain a privilege and a
possession that appertained only to such as were in the obedience and
friendship of the great Owner and Donor of so pleasant and so peaceful
a scene of earth.
This was the first taking of peace from the earth, in which Satan,
the implacable foe of God and man, was found to be the chief
instrument. And if sin set fallen man at war against God, how much
more will it set men at war against each other.
That is an awful catalogue of crime which the Holy Ghost attributes
to the" Mystery, Babylon the Great," where He says: " And in her
was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that were
slain upon the earth" (Rev. xviii. 24). And we ask, who shall say
how much and how far her hand is in this present mighty raging
struggle ~
How many contrary interests were stirred up in the conflict between
Absalom and David; and Ziba doubtless reckoned he had struck a
likely note when he thus slandered good Mephibosheth: "He said,
To day shall the house of Israel restore me the kingdom of my father"
(2 Sam. xvi. 3). We have been astonished to see how already the
daily press has been utilized to exploit the intereEts of the Papacy in
respect of news items of the war.
But now to the text. Have not God's people the warrant of Holy
.Scripture to pray to Him that He might be merciful and gracious,
and send a speedy termination of the war ~ If God does this thing,
if it is He That maketh wars to cease unto the ends of the earth, destroying arms and chariots, then His dear people can not be wrong in
approaching the throne of grace in the alone Name of Jesus, the Son of
His love, and begging Him to appear for them. It lli a day of trouble,
and many are filled with distressing fears and alarms. "Call upon
M;e," says God, " in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou
shalt glorify Me" (Psa. 1. 15). To call for a sword upon a nation or
nations is a prerogative which the righteous Judge of the whole earth
claims as His (Jer. xxv. 29; Ezek. xiv. 21). To number certain to it,
and to protect from it, is His also. Yea, midst the confused noise of
battle and garments rolled in blood, it is His to save and to destroy,
to bring this war to an end and send forth the dove with the olive
branch in her mouth.
With respect to His dear elect ·people, He accomplishes the word
and truth of this Scripture when His arrows of spiritual conviction are
sharp in their hearts, bringing them down under Him to sue for peace
upon His own Divine terms (Isa. Iv. 1; Luke vii. 42; Rom. v. 16),
as those who have through sovereign gTace been brought to consider
that they are not able with ten thousand to contend with Him That
cometh against them with twenty thousand.
Birkenhead.

G. A.
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COMFORT FROM "THE LORD'S WORD."
" In the Lord's word will I comfort me."-PSALM lvi. 10 (P.B.V.)

THE people of God are ever needing strong consolation as they tread
the pilgrim way. It is the Zionward way but beset with many trials,
many fears, many temptations. And in His own gracious time He
sends many supplies of comfort lest they faint in the way. Indeed,
there is abundant supply for every need and every longing, so that we
may always say, "I rejoice at Thy Word as one that findeth great
spoil"; "In the multitude of my thoughts within me Thy comforts
delight my soul." The more we search in His Holy Word, the more
increasingly we derive consolation and strength.
A Christian lady once said, " Oh! I am so sorry for people who will
shut God out, for there is no other' exceeding joy' left for them."
To those who have tasted and seen how good the Lord is, and have
drunk of the rivers of His pleasures, the thought of Christless sorrow
is very terrible.
Now, dear reader, just think for a few minutes of His comforting
assurances to His people in their perfect entire Covenant certainty:
" I, saith the Lord, will be unto her a wall of fire round about." Consider it-" A wall of fire" all round, who can approach the child of God
to injure ~ His protection is complete; not one-sided or even manysided, but all rattOO, a glory and a defence. Another passage of
'great consolation is, " The angel of the Lord encampeth round about
them that fear Him, and delivereth them." "Encampeth round
about": this is suggestive of abiding protection; not merely a flying
to deliver, setting free, and going away, but encamping to be always on
guard to deliver. Deliverance, always deliverance, dear child of God.
Just notice in that beautiful Psalm xxxiv. the succession of deliverances.
Verse 4: "I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from
all my fears." Verse 6: "This poor man cried, and the Lord heard
him, and saved [or delivered] him out of all his troubles." Verse 7,
the verse we have just considered: "The angel of the Lord encampeth
round about them that fear Him, and delivereth them.': Verse 17 :
" The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth, and delivereth them out of
all their troubles." Verse 19: "Many are the afflictions of the
righteous; but the Lord delivereth him out of them all." And in
Psalm cvii. 6: "Then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, and
He delivered them out of their distresses." Almost the identical words
occur again in verses 13, 19, and 28. In that incomparably strengthgiving Psalm, the 91st, we read: " Surely [verily, assuredly, certainly]
He shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome
pestilence." Delivered from the plots and wiles of the evil one!
How comforting that is, for he lays snares on every hand; and from
the noisome pestilence of sickness; and from danger too. "He shall
cover thee with His feathers." Close to Himself shalt thou be, and
therefore indeed safe within His clasp, within His folded wings-safe
sheltered in Him. "And under His wings shalt thou trust." Ah!
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how delightful then to be under His wings. How parental His care
and protection, for none but their own young will birds suffer under
their 'wings. "Hide me under the shadow of Thy wings" (Psa. xvii.
8) was the prayer of David. And thus his trustful experimental joy,
" Because Thou hast been my help, therefore under the shadow of
Thy wings will I rejoice." In Psalm xxxvi. 7 : " How excellent is Thy
lovingkindness, 0 God! therefore the children of men put their trust
under the shadow of Thy wings." Thus the joy and safety under
the covering of His feathers, and the trusting under His wings.
:Moreover, His truth-His never-failing Word-shall be my shield and
buckler.
Farther on in this magnificent 91st Psalm we read: "Because He
hath set His love upon Me, therefore will I deliver him: I will set him
on high, because he hath known My name. He shall call upon Me, and
I will answer him: I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and
honour him." We read in Deut. vii. 7: "The Lord did not set His
love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were more in number than
any people; for ye were the fewest of all people: but because the
Lord loved you." Oh! how comfortably He speaks to the hearts of
His people; not their numbers, nothing in them8elves, attracted Him;
it was just pure love from Himself, love that magnetized, so to speak.
The Lord of the whole earth, the Almighty, the Everlasting God, has
drawn each of His people individually with cords of a man, with bands
of love.
In verse 15 of this same Psalm He says, " He shall call upon Me,
and I will answer him: I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver
him." See also Psa. l. 15: "Call upon Me in the day of trouble: I
will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me." Reader, let us count
over His deliverances and praise Him, knowing He is just the same
delivering God now: "Who delive'red us from so great a death, and
doth deliver: in Whom we trust that He will yet deliver us." Oh!
may we glorify Him more.
Then it is very good and comforting to know how completely He
surrounds us from every harm. "The Lord, He it is That doth go
before thee" (Deut. xxxi. 8); "My presence shall go with thee"
(Exod. xxxiii. 14); "He is at my rtght hand, I shall not be moved"
(Psa. xvi. 8) ; "His left hand is under my head" (Song of Solomon ii. 6) ;
"Thy right hand hath holden me up" (Psa. xviii. 35); "The Lord
will go before you; and the God of Israel will be your rereward" (lsa.
lii. 12); "Underneath are the everlasting arms" (Deut. xxxiii. 27) ;
"His banner over me was love" (Song of Solomon ii. 4). Thus with the
almighty God Who loveth at all times, before, behind, on the right
hand, on the left hand, above, underneath, we are abundantly " comforted on every side."
In times of war David prayed, " Wilt not Thou, 0 God, go forth
with our hosts ~ Give us help from trouble: for vain is the help of
man. Through God we shall do valiantly: for He it is That shall
tread down our enemies" (Psa. cviii. 11-13). How often He showed
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His people that numbers were nothing to Him; indeed, He frequently
saved by the few to make His mighty power known. Most comforting
were the remarks by dear Mr. Hawker in a recent sermon at St. Maryle-Port Church from Deut. xx. 1-4, when he called attention to the
fourfold exhortation in verse 3: « Let not your hearts faint-Fear
not-Do not tremble-Neither be ye terrified because of them." And
then the glorious sequel: « The Lord your God is He That goeth with
you, to fight for you against your enemies, to save you."
How tenderly the Lord deals with His little flock. I was much
impressed with the remark in a dear friend's letter lately concerning
Isa. xli. 10: « Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed;
for I am thy God." She called a,ttention to the fact that the words
« Be not dismayed" are in the original" Look not around."
Just as
though the dear loving Father in soothing His fearing child would
fain put His hands over the eyes so that he should not see that which
terrified him. "Look not around." It is all so gentle and sweet.
As the child looks up into His face, he is comforted. "They looked
unto Him and were lightened, and their faces were not ashamed."
In Isa. xxxiii. 19, 20, we read: "Thou shalt not see a fierce people."
" Look v,pon Zion . . . there the glorious Lord will be unto us a place
of broad rivers and streams "-refreshing, and rest. Have you
noticed, dear reader, how Jesus considered the weakness of His disciples. See St. Mark iv. 33: "With many such parables spake He the
word unto them, as they were able to hear it"; and St. John xvi. 12 :
« I have many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now"and so He did not say them. Then when He found them asleep during
His agony, there was no anger, only the infinitely tender words:
« The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak."
In the days of
old « He led them on safely, so that they feared not: but the sea
overwhelmed their enemies" (Psa. lxxviii. 53). His lovingkindnesses
are ever with His people. "They may forget, yet will I not forget
thee. Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of My hands; thy
walls are continually before Me."
What grand faith heroes those in days of old who « through faith
subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises." God
is the same God still. He does answer prayer and bestows strong faith.
« The God of J acob is our refuge," and He graciously favours individual'
requests. I have proved it myself, and have often heard from the
Lord's people of very direct answers to prayer. I was much impressed
with an account in thi~ month's Gospel Echo, of that wonderful man of
God, full of faith and signally blessed, Mr. Miiller of Bristol. He
was travelling to Quebec, and off the coast of Newfoundland the
steamer was delayed by fog. The captain narrates: « George Miiller
came to me and said, ' Captain, I have come to tell you, I must be in
Quebec on Saturday afternoon.' 'It is impossible,' I said. 'Very
well, if your ship can not take me, God will find some other way. I
have never broken an engagement for fifty-seven years.. Let us go
dGwn into the chart room and pray.' I looked at that man of God,
39
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-and thought to myself, ' What lunatic asylum could that man have
come from ~ I never heard of such a thing as this.' 'Mr. Miiller,' I
said, ' do you know how dense this fog is ~' 'No,' he replied, 'my
eye is not on the density of the fog, but on the living God Who controls
every circumstance of my life.' He knelt down, and he prayed one
of the most simple prayers. When he had finished, I was going to
pray, but he put his hand on my shoulder and told me not to pray!
, First, you do not believe He will; and second, I believe He has, and
there is no need whatever for you to pray about it.' I looked at him,
and George Miiller said, ' Captain, I have known my Lord for fiftyseven years, and there has never been a single day that I have failed
to get an audience with the King. Get up, Captain, and open the
door, and you will find the fog is gone.' I got up, and the fog was
indeed gone. On Saturday afternoon George MiiJler was in Quebec
for his engagement." Dear reader, the Lord will send fogs or lift
fogs, or send rain or snow or wind or any of His inexhaustible forces,
'to help and protect His beloved people who know His Name and trust
in Him.
One more thought and then I must close. See Psalm Ix. 4: cc Thou
hast given a banner to them that fear Thee, that it may be displayed
because of the truth." A banner is a sign of victory as well as of
battle and of union. cc Thou hast given" -given, dear reader-CC a
banner " -victory : cc His banner over me was love." He cc loved me,
and gave Himself for me." He so loved that He gave His only-begotten
Son. Note the variety as well as the greatness of His love, the depth and
the height, the breadth and the length; the love in giving His beloved
Son, and the love of the Son in giving Himself. cc On such love, my
soul, still ponder." Sit down under His shadow with great delight
and feast on the many sweet aspects of His unbounded most tender
love. "The Father Himself loveth you"; and," As the Father hath
loved Me, so have I loved you"; and, " Thou hast sent Me, and hast
loved them, as Thou hast loved Me." And all is sealed and confirmed
and revealed by the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, Who abideth with us
and in us. "Who shall separat,e us from the love of Christ ~ " the
love that passeth knowledge, the love of the Spirit, the love of the
Father. "Thou hast loved my soul from the pit" (Isa. xxxviii. 17,
margin). "Loved with an everlasting love." "Behold, what manner
of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called
the sons of God."
Verily" His banner over me was love" -His victory banner. "With
lovingkindness have I drawn thee." His victory banner is my victory
banner: "More than conquerors through Him That loved us." It is
His union banner: " One in us "; "I in them, and Thou in Me, that
they may be made perfect in one." Nothing and no one" shall be
able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our
Lord."
Thus, " In the Lord's word will I comfort me."
NETTlE.
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WAYSIDE JOTTINGS IN TROUBLOUS TIMES.
READ this morning (Aug. 22nd) Romans v. 1-11, and was much impressed by the words: "This grace wherein we stand." How blessed
for us, who by grace are resting upon the merits of Christ alone, to
know that we are justified, that is, accounted righteous, in the sight
of God. "Being justified freely by His grace through the redemption
that is in Christ Jesus" (Rom. iii. 24). This grace of justification
" wherein we stand," not only implies that we are freed from all the
guilt of sin, inasmuch as " There is no condemnation to them which
are in Christ Jesus"; but also, that in Him we stand as righteous
before God-" For as by one man's disobedience many were made
sinners, so by the obedience of One shall many be made righteous."
"Lest that the shadow of a spot
Should on my soul be found,
God took the robe the Saviour wrought
And cast it all around."
Moreover, as God's free gift to us, we have eternal life, through Jesus
Christ our Lord, " That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might
grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our
Lord" (Rom. v. 21). Therefore we " rejoice in hope of the glory of
God. And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing
that tribulation worketh patience; and patience, experience, and
experience, hope; and hope maketh not ashamed."
In order to take a correct view of what is now going on in the world
in which we live, we must clear our minds of all conventionality, and
seek for light in God's Holy Word, depending upon the teaching of the
Holy Spirit. This terrible war is of God's permitting, and therefore,
in a sense, of His appointing, for He " worketh all things after the
counsel of His own will" (Eph. i. 11); but the root cause is the fall of
man, and the workings of his corrupt nature, energized by the devil,
" the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience" (Eph.
ii. 2). All must, finally, accomplish God's purposes of grace, as well
as judgment, and bring glory to His great Name.
When I returned from Canada to England, now nearly two years
ago, I had an interview, soon after my arrival, with the beloved EDITOR
of this MAGAZINE. He spoke most solemnly, and his words now seem
to me to have been prophetic. "God," he said, " is going to glorify
Himself through the devil," and speaking further of the evil one, he
quoted most impressively the Scripture: " He knoweth that he hath
but a short time" (Rev. xii. 12).
Our Lord charged the Jews with seeking to kill Him, and in so doing,
He declared, they were following the instigation of the devil. "Ye
are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He
was a murderer (literally, manslayer) from the beginning" (John viii.
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44). Yet we know that our Lord Jesus was delivered into their hands
by the will of God: « Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel
and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have
crucified and slain" (Acts ii. 23). It is the great enemy, the devil,
who is the prime mover in the present war.
I am inclined to think that, out of this great war, sooner or later,
may result the revelation of the Antichrist; but as I humbly believe
that the true Church of God will, in the riches of His grace, be removed
from this earthly scene before the advent of « the great tribulation,"
it is ours to comfort one another with the words of 1 Thess. iv. 16, 17 :
« For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead
in Christ shall rise firs.t: then we which are alive and remain shall be
caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the
air: and-so shall we ever be with the Lord." We must heed, too, the
exhortation of 1 Thess. v. 1-9.
We may be sure that the present troubles fall in the righteous judgment of God. War is one of His" four sore judgments." The nations
of Europe, as nations, have despised the proclamation of His grace,
and rejected His Holy Word. In their great cities Sabbath breahng,
vice, and intemperance are rampant. Only three months ago, an
article was published in Onr Hope (New York) describing the fearful
moral corruption of the city of Berlin. Nor, from reliable testimony
and from what has come under one's own observation, can the other
great cities of the world be said to be much, if any, better. I heard a
God-fearing professional man say recently that Berlin, Brussels, Paris,
and London, were worse than Sodom and Gomorrah! Moreover, the
professedly Christian Churches, as Churches, have departed from the
simplicity of the Gospel, and from ·the spiritual worship of Him Who
is a Spirit, and must be worshipped « in spirit and in truth." The
Roman and Greek Churches are corrupt to the core, while our own
National Church has, within living memory, grievously departed from
its own standards of doctrine, and simplicity of worship, and thousands
of her accredited ministers have reintroduced the soul-destroying
doctrines and practices of the Roman Apostasy. Can we be surprised
then that God's righteous judgment has fallen ~
But our God is gracious and longsuffering. The words of the prophet
Hosea are applicable to our case: "0 Israel, return unto the Lord thy
God; for thou hast fallen by thine iniquity. Take with you words,
and turn to the Lord: say unto Him, Take away all iniquity, and
receive us graciously: so will we render the calves of our lips. Asshur
shall not save us." And again: « Come, and let us return' unto the
Lord: for He hath torn, and He will heal us; He hath smitten, and
He will bind us up."
There is, alas! a great tendency in most quarters to rely upon the
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might of our fleet, the valour of our army, and the strength and prowess
of our allies; but such a trust will prove vain if we forget God; and
it may be that sharp reverses will be necessary to bring us, as a nation,
to trust only in Him. The words of the Psalmist are; "I will not
trust in my bow, neither shall my sword save me. But Thou hast
saved us from our enemies, and hast put them to shame that hated
us" (Psa. xliv. 6, 7). England owes wonderful deliverances in the
past, not to numbers, fleets, and armies, but to the gracious intervention of God .in Whom she trusted, and in answer to the prayers of His
own people.

-

What a sad spectacle it is that professedly Christian nations should
be in arms against one another! What a sore puzzle it must be to
the heathen world we have been evangelizing! The German Emperor;
in word at least, acknowledges God, and the German people have had
their day of prayer! What can solve this puzzle but the recollection
of the distinction between Nominal and Real Christianity, between
the professing Churches and the true Church of God, the members of
which latter are scattered through all countries and peoples. There
are true Christians in Germany, and many of these, by reason of the
exigencies of compulsory military service, will be fighting against us !
For them we should continually pray, as members of the same body.
" Whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it " (1 Cor.
xii. 26).

It is the prayers of the true and living Church of God, God's own
people, which will prevail at this crisis; and the burden of their prayers
will be that His will may be done, and His great Name glorified
" Surely the wrath of man shall praise Thee; the remainder of wrath
shalt Thou restrain." "Dust shall be the serpent's meat." "The
kingdoms of this world" must, in God's own good time, become
the kingdoms of our Lord, and of His Christ; and He shall reign for
ever and ever."
It

-

It is to be noted that many students of the prophetic Word have
foretold from Scripture that tl:\e time$ of the Gentiles" would come
to a close somewhere about the present date; and if this be indeed so,
then we may expect that God will ere long bring about the fulfilment
of the prophecies of the last days and of the day of judgment, the
Day of the Lord," so often spoken of by His prophets. :May He grant
that we may be found among those whose citizenship" is in heaven;
from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ;
Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto His
glorious body, according to the working whereby He is able even to
subdue all things unto Himself" (Phil. iii. 20, 21);
R. J. NoYEs, B.D.
It

It
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OUR HEAVENLY HOME.

" Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of
man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love Him."
-1 COR. ii. 9.

MANY penS have been occupied in the endeavour to describe our
heavenly Home; but when we have well considered all that the Scriptures have revealed concerning it, we are still far from acquiring an
intelligible conception of the things that God hath prepared for those
that love Him. We are therefore forced to regard much that has been
said and written on the subject, as so many vain imaginings.
There is, however, one aspect of this glorious theme upon which the
Word of God appears to be sufficiently explicit to enable us to understand much that makes for a right apprehension of the term" Recognition in Heaven." All know that this expression signifies a belief that
there will be recognition and remembrance in heaven of persons known
and things done while in this world. Such a belief is, doubtless, very
sweet to those who are so persuaded; but it is submitted that from
the teaching of the Scriptures, and on the analogy of truth, this belief
can not be sustained, except in a greatly modified form, in conception
and scope.
As conceived by the world, it becomes a palliative to sorrow in those
who entertain a hope-based upon a visionary idea-that their dead
will be at Home in heaven-regardless of the lives they had lived, and
the beliefs they had entertained. And, alas! there are those amongst
us-well-meaning people-who encourage these unscriptural hopes,
in the trust that a chastened spirit on the part of the bereavedalthough induced by mistaken belief-may, perhaps, lead to a spiritual
change of heart. But, is it possible that any believer in Christ can
feel justified by the Word of God in imparting comfort to any soul
under such conditions?
Of course, we may not limit the mercy of God in any case. There
may have been instances when the Holy Spirit had, according to God's
sovereign purpose, breathed life at the last moment into the souls of
some who, like the thief on the cross, had been ready to perish.
But we must not assume Divine Life in those who had exhibited
only deadness while living. In other words, we must not assume any
individual to be a child of God without some token, conformable to
the Scriptures.
In speaking, or writing, of Heaven should we not endeavour, at the
very outset, to make it clear that" that which is born of the Spirit is
spirit" agreeably to our Lord's words (John iii. 3). Until this truism
is rightly understood the mind is a prey to every " fond thing vainly
invented, and grounded upon no warranty of Scripture."
It is most important in these evil times that believers in Christ
should inculcate an understanding of their heavenly hope, based solely
on the Word of God,. the more so now, because of the increase of sacerdotalism or priestcraft in very many so-called churches where the
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ignorant are taught that if the dying receive" the last rites of the
[their] church," salvation is assured-a false pretension and repugnant
to the Scriptures, which nowhere encourage carnal hopes, induced by
carnal practices. Alas! thm~ it is that unenlightened sorrowing
friends are deceived, and " comforted."
An instance of wild carnal talk about Heaven is heard sometimes in
a suggestion that there must needs be disappointment and sorrow in
Heaven through the absence of loved ones known in the flesh; but
what saith the Scripture ~-" And God shall wipe away all tears from
their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor
crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things
are passed away " (Rev. xxi. 4). From this alone it seems obvious
that all recollection of former things done in a carnal or natural spirit,
with all forgiven sins, must be relegated to the former things that will
have passed away. (See Isa. lxv. 17, margin.)
.
The new spirit from God is essentially different from the spirit that
dwells naturally in man; and therefore there can be no communion
between the natural and spiritual born, between darkness and light.
In Heaven the new or Divine spirit in the new man, the new creature
in Christ Jesus, could have no interest in carnal doings which had
passed away. "He That sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all
things new" (Rev. xxi. 5).
The Apostle John wrote: "Beloved, now are we children of God,
and it is not yet made manifest what we shall be; we know [by faith]
that if He shall be manifested, we shall be like Him: for we shall see
Him, even as He is" (1 John iii. 2, R.V.). Then we shall be manifestly
one in Him. What He is, such will His children be, as members of the
one Body.
That there will be recognition in Heaven is made clear by the Word of
God, but this can only be between those who form part of the one
Body of whom Christ the Lord is the Head. Moreover, recognition
will, it is suggested, not only be through some earthly knowing, but
by reason of all being partakers of the same Spirit in Whom they had
become members of Christ and members one of another; who together
in the Spirit have had sweet communion and fellowship at the mercy
seat.
"There is a spot where spirits blend,
And friend holds fellowship with friend;
Though sunder'd far, by faith they meet
Around one common mercy seat."
At the transfiguration of Jesus, Peter and those with him recognized
Moses and Elijah. Luke states that the disciples were heavy with
sleep, and when they were awake, they saw His glory (chap. ix. 32).
How beautifully illustrative this is of the state of those that sleep in
Jesus and after they are awake will behold His glory Whom they will
recognize as their own Beloved, in Whom their souls had ever delighted
since He called them by His Spirit out of darkness into light, to rejoice
in hope of the glory of God.
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This is a great mystery, and we must wait for our initiation before
we can understand it fully.
In 1 Cor. xiii. 9-12 we read: "For we know in [Gr. ek-out of] part
.... but when that which is perfect is come, then that which is out of
part shall be done away. . . . For now we see through a glass, darkly;
but then face to face: now I know out 0/ part; but then shall I know
even as also I am known"; or, " Then I shall know fully, even as
also I was fully known" [R.V. margin]. By the words, " When that
which is perfect is come," the Apostle indicated a condition of completeness; when the new man, or creation in Christ, is emancipated
from the flesh. But until we see face to face, that condition will not
be realized'. What we shall be, when emancipated from the fleshwhich is probably that part which shall be done away-mortal man
can never know; because mortality shall be swallowed up of the Life:
but then will it be, that" I shall know fully, even as also I was fully
known."
In treating the Apostle's words" When that which is perfect is
come," as referring to a condition of final completeness in God's sight
through the blood and righteousness of His dear Son, we must not lose
sight of the eternal truth, that judicially all whom the Father gave to
Jesus to redeem and sanctify were accounted per/eet in Him when,
for them, Jesus was, in the eternal counsels, the Lamb slain from the
foundation of the world; to the praise of the glory of His grace which
He freely bestowed upon us in the Beloved (Eph. i. 6, R.V.).
" Our Heavenly Home" is a subject upon which none can write or
speak dogmatically. The most that any anxious student of the Word
.can do, is to point a. direction in which all thoughts should travel,
towards a right understanding, in sole dependence upon the Holy
Spirit's teaching.
Each believer in Christ looks forward in faith, when the time of
dissolution shall come, or the Day of the Lord's coming, to a glorious
reunion of kindred spirits, when together they may enjoy in the everlasting sunshine of their dear Lord's presence the contemplation of
the love, and mercy, and goodness, and faithfulness of their Covenant
God, Who hath made them" partakers of the Kingdom of Heaven."

E. H.

Cromer.

THE FIRST TRANSLATION.
GENESIS v. 24.
(From " The Protoplast.")
(Concluded from page 557.)

'I WOULD notice another circumstance in Elijah's removal from this
world, " The chariot of fire and horses of fire." These have generally
been considered a convoy of angels; and the expression in Psalm
.lxxviii. 17 has been quoted in illustration of this view. I do not,
however, accept this interpretation, and rather think that this appear-
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ance was designed of God to prefigure that fiery baptism which is to
accompany the day of the Lord, through which the changed saints
shall pass unhurt.
As the fire injured not the transformed spiritualized body of the
ascending prophet, so the brimstone-rain of the day of Christ will
have no power over the ransomed of the Lord. In the midst of it
shall they walk with the Form of the Son of God; and their enemies
will acknowledge concerning them, "Nor was an hair of their head
singed, neither were their coats changed, nor the smell of fire had
passed on them."
One word more. Elijah was taken up into heaven. If, then. a
momentary doubt could ever have entered the mind as to the locality
of the translated Enoch, this express declaration altogether removes
it. And let this be the everlasting answer to the saying of some, that
the redeemed are to pass eternity upon this earth in a renovated
condition.
In heaven Christ hath prepared our places for us, and to the very
innermost sanctuary of our God shall the translated saints have
entrance.
Yet once again after Elijah's glorification did Jehovah present to
man in visible manifestation that great truth which peculiarly comes
before us for consideration in this Paper-the Transformation of those
saints whose privilege it will be to escape death.
I must ask my readers now to carry forward their thoughts to the
days of the Son of Man, and to the vision of the" holy mount." .
In the hour of Christ's Transfiguration, He showed Himself as the
pattern of the Translation-believers, just as in the hour of His return
from the grave He showed Himself as the pattern of the Resurrectionbelievers. It is important at all times to mark the connection of
events in the life of Jesus; and it is especially necessary to notice in
what circumstances this peculiar revelation of His glory was made.
In Luke ix. 18-28 we read of a conversation held between Jesus and
His followers, respecting His death at Jerusalem. We who have
never known Christ after the flesh can not imagine the anguish with
which the conviction smote upon the hearts of those who loved Him,
that they were so soon to losl( Him, by a death of pain and shame.
So hateful was the idea to Peter that, as another Evangelist tells us,
he tried to turn his Master from His appointed path, drawing forth
that severe rebuke, "Get thee behind Me, Satan."
Even although the Lord spoke in the same discourse of His resurrec-.
tion from the dead and the glory of His Second Advent, all was lost
upon the sorrowing disciples, and the one thing present to their
imagination was the inevitable suffering of their precious Friend.
Partly in compassion to the intensity of their grief, partly that they
might be the better witnesses to us of certain truths, Christ selected
three of His servants to behold by anticipation the future glory of the
day of God. It is written in the 28th verse of the same chapter--'" And it came to pass about an eight days after these sayings, He
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took Peter and John and James, and went up into a moulltainto pray.
And as He prayed, the fashio·n of His countenance was altered, and
His raiment was white and glistering. And, behold, there talked
with Him two· men, which were Moses and· Elias: who appeared in
glory, and spake of His decease which He should accomplish at
Jerusalem."
Think, now, what great truths were brought before the disciples in
this heavenly vision.
First. It set forth the nature of that mighty change which must
pass upon flesh and blood before it can inherit the kingdom of God.
Although it was the incorruptible body of Ohrist which was before
them, yet it changed as they gazed upon it; the marred visage and
bowed form of sorrow were transfigured, and wore another likeness.
Matthew describes the appearance of glory by the expression-" His
face did shine as the sun," using almost the same words in which John
depicts His beauty as seen in the Apocalyptic vision (Rev. i. 16). As
it was with Jesus, it shall be with His people: the fashion of their
countenances shall alter in the day of their redemption, assuming
immortality and beauty never seen in this present state, and their
old-worn garments shall become the white raiment which is to endure
for ever:
Secondly. The vision showed them the certainty of Christ's future
glorification. He Who had proclaimed to them His approaching
degradation, and rejection of men, was for one brief moment shown
to them in the Form which He should hereafter wear as King of kings
and Lord of lords. They saw Him declared to be the Son of God;
they were eye-witnesses of His majesty; the voice of His heavenly
Father proclaimed Him as the Messiah, and attested His mission to
the world.
Thirdly. This vision taught the ResulTection of the Dead, and the
Transfigmation of the Living, in their immediate connection with
the revelation of Christ in glory. Moses appeared as the representative
of those who, though they be dead, yet shall live; and Elias as the
representative of those who, living and believing in Christ, "shall
never die." The one saint was an earnest of the Resurrection, the
other an earnest of the Transformation. Both wele revealed in one
common glory, standing side by side with Him Who is the Lord of. the
dead and the living, the eternal Head of the living and the changed.
Thus did Jesus bring suddenly before them the events of that latter
day when He shall stand upon the earth between two companies of
the redeemed-those who have overcome death, and those who have
escaped death through their union with Himself, the heavenly Adam,
Whose glorious image they shall both wear henceforth for ever.
Now, observe how this remarkable revelation of things to come met
the doubts and sorrows and perplexities of the disciples; Christ had
spoken of His futme glory, and they had not understood His words.
Therefore "He was transfigured before them." He had told them
of the ·resurrection from the dead, and they had marvelled. Therefore
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Moses, the Resurrection-tyPe, stood before them. He had referred
to those who shall be found on earth at His Second Coming, and they
had doubted of His meaning. Therefore Elias, the translated prophet.
also appeared as the Transfiguration-type. Remember also how it is
said-These two men spake with Jesus of His decease which He should
accomplish at Jerusalem, that very event to which they had looked
forward with such agonized feeling. Think you not that as they
listened to that celestial converse they learnt the necessity of their
Master's suffering, and knew that were He to turn from His life'work
neither dead saints could rise nor living saints be changed, nor He
Himself, the Covenant Head of both, be glorified ~ The vision passed;
the disciples found themselves alone with Jesus; He was again to
them the Man of Sorrows; and they descended the mountain with
Him, to mingle again with th\l crowd from which they had been withdrawn. It is evident, however, that they pondered over what they
had seen; and it is very remarkable that Matthew relates a conversation which took place between them and their Lord just after the
vision and in reference to it: "Jesus charged them, saying, Tell the
vision to no man, until the Son of Man be risen again from the dead.
And His disciples asked Him, saying, Why then say the scribes that
Elias must first come r" They seem to have connected Elijah'g
appearance on the mount with the prophecy of Malachi, without
possessing any clear and definite ideas on the subject. Mark well
Christ's answer-" Elias truly shall first come, and restore all things.
But I say unto you, That Elias is come already, and they knew him
not, but have done unto him whatsoever they listed." In these words
Jesus explains the nature of the Elijah-type, and teaches the disciples
not to look for the actual presence of the translated prophet.
As years rolled on, the truths taught to Peter, James, and John,
in the hour of Apocalypse spent with Jesus on the mount, became
better understood; and when the New Testament Church arose, all
the Apostles with one voice proclaimed them boldly, clearly, in demonstration of the Spirit and in power.
Let us turn, in co'nclusion, to the writings of St. Paul and see how
beautifully he touches upon the theme of our consideration. Look
first to 1 Cor. xv. 51-" We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump."
Think of that mysterious change, so instantaneous, so entire, so abiding;
a change from sorrow to joy, from pain to perfection, from weakness to
strength, from deformity to beauty, from corruption to immortality;
a change which will fit us to dwell for ever with the Son of God. Now,
look at 1 Thess. iv. 15, 16-" We which are alive and remain unto
the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For
the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice
of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ
shall rise first: then we which are alive and remain shall be caught
up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air ;
and so shall we ever be with the Lord."
.
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How beautiful is the thought, that the last act of Christ's Militant
Church on earth will be to wait for their brethren. Even although
tJiey long to gather around their approaching Saviour, they will pause
at the threshold of their happiness, and tarry for the perfection of the
beloved sleepers in the dust of earth. Then shall the risen and the
changed ascend together to meet Him from Whom all their future
blessedness shall be derived. Then shall the Hosanna of the redeemed
burst forth as one mighty sound from unnumbered voices-" Salvation
to our God Which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb."
One final word. I know that of late years a strong desire has been
felt by many Christians to outlive the storm which is so plainly gathering over us; and to be among the generations of those who shall see
the Second Appearing of the Lord's Christ. Perhaps this may be the
case with some readers of this Paper, their daily prayer is that God
would count them worthy to receive their Master, as His friends upon
the earth; to hail His approach as those who have watched, and
waited, for His coming. I would say to such-Know ye what ye ask?
Have you considered well that tremendous tribulation which lies
between you and the glory upon which your thoughts are dwelling ~
Are you -able to drink the last cup of bitterness, and to be baptized
with the last baptism of suffering 1 If in the confidence of faith you
answer, "We are able," then let me entreat you to study well the
Enoch-type. Seek to be conformed unto the first translated saint,
in your life and in your ministry. Endeavour to walk with God, as
he did, leaning your whole weight upon almighty strength. If for
a moment you quit your hold of One Who can alone sustain the soul
in the" hour of temptation," your feet will stumble. Seek Him in
trivial things, for He numbereth the grains of sand upon the seashore; seek Him in gladness, for He sanctifieth; seek Him in sorrow,
for He comforteth; seek Him in disease, for He healeth; seek Him
in sin, for He pardoneth; seek Him in every state, and in all circumstances, for He loveth you at all times.
Let your mission resemble that of Enoch. Think of the responsibility
of God's last witnesses in a fallen world. You will have to bear your
part in a mightier struggle than has ever yet been known between
God's army and Satan. In a peculiar manner you will have to wrestle
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness
of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high things. Take unto
you then the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand
in the evil day, and having done all to stand. Fear not to prophesy
that Christ cometh quickly, while the world proclaims, "There is no
God." Fear not to stand by the altars of Baal, and appeal to the
fiery answer of the day of the Lord. Fear not to tell of the judgment,
and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries. When the
thrones of earth are swept away, and the kingdoms of men crumble
into dust, look up to heaven and see Jesus at the right hand of God.
To Him Whose right it is shall the dominion be shortly given. Possess
your souls in patience. Watch, but wait. Remember always that if
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you live, you" live unto the Lord," and if you die, you" die unto the
Lord"; living or dying, therefore, you are the Lord's. Neither
" death" nor" life" can separate you from Jesus. He died for you,
that whether you wake or sleep you should live together with Him.

"TO ABRAHAM AND HIS SEED."
A POOR woman left her solitary house in the country to make her four
or five miles' way to the neighbouring town, with its one attractionthe chapel. She was poor in very many ways temporally, and she was
poor in spirit. As she was crossing one of the fields she said aloud to
herself (the angels, her constant companions, listening), "It says
, Without Me, ye can do nothing,' and I suppose' nothing' means
nothing." She got to the chapel, and hungrily followed the preliminaries to the preaching. In the course of his sermon the minister
said that some time before, one of his deacons had come into the vestry
saying, '" Without Me, ye can do nothing,' and' nothing' means
nothing." The poor dear woman long remembered her lift by the
way, her cheer, and the encouragement still to go through all sorts of
difficulties, to " press through the crowd," to get at the Lord Who so
kindly sent her tokens, confirming a once spoken word: "0 Israel,
thou shalt not be forgotten of Me."
To be remembered of Him means that at the appointed time, " in
the end," the vision will speak and will not lie, though it tarry. It did
not tarry with the poor woman of Luke xiii.; the appointed eighteen
years were run out, and Jesus opened His lips-almighty and free
mercy unlocked them-and spoke her health and cure. If she had
learned nothing beside, she had learned in weariness and painfulness
that she could do nothing to make herself straight. Jesus said that
she was a "daughter of Abraham." He had been called from
heathenism and darkness, and had been put into possession of the
knowledge of his own God and Saviour. And she had been" called
unto Him " in illustration of His own truth, "It is not of him that
willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God That sheweth mercy" ;
"Not of works, but of Him That calleth." Father and daughter alike
had been brought nigh to Him according to a beautiful classification
in Numbers xvi. 5: "Him whom He hath chosen will He cause to
come near unto Him"-he is His and holy.
It is very encouraging to consider that no hungering and thirsting
for the Lord; no breath of prayer for best things, for a part and lot
or for increase in the heavenly matter, is without Him. "Ye can do
nothing." This removes as forgiven sin everything that is not of Him,
that is " by might and power" of the natural heart; but it marks as
" the communion of the Holy Ghost" all the movings of the living
soul, often unrecognized but kept up till the day of Christ in confession,
laments, thanksgivings, and praises.
" Abraham drew near" to plead with the Lord, and to intercede
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for Sodom. God was pleased to pour upon him the spirit of prayer
and supplication, so that he ceased not to let his requests be made
known. But there was no sweetness in the enlargement, it was rather
" the burden of the word of the Lord" that pressed the patriarch's
heart. The Lord seemed to leave with His friend all the weight of
his own petitions; left him to realize all his poverty and nothingness
and to fear before the Majesty of heaven. And then He went His
way; and, solitary, Abraham returned to his place.
"It is good for me," said one of Abraham's seed, "to draw near unto
God." Every separate petition for the saving of Sodom had been
heard of God, heard and remembered; and nothing could be done in
its destruction until the Church of the Firstborn, the family of
Abraham, had been sent out of the midst of the overthrow.
FOLLOWER-ON.
"THE CHRISTIAN JOURNAL OF A HARVEST-DAY."
By THE LATE REV. JOHN BROWN, OF HADDINGTON.
[EXTRACTS.]
" Speak to the earth, and it shall teach thee: and the fishes of the sea shall
declare unto thee."-JoB xii. 8.

" HERE is a field of rank corn quite laid down; it will scarce afford
anything but plenty of coarse straw. Alas! how many, who in the
early period of life flourish exceedingly, overtop all around in knowledge and apparent seriousness, do, by after sloth, by lying down to
slumber, become quite barren and unfruitful, serve no purpose in the
Church, but to bear bulk! How many, in days of adversity and
drought, promise fair; but when God plentifully rains upon them
outward enjoyments or advanceth them to higher stations in the
world, become careless and earthly minded; a reproach to God, and
to themselves! How ready, at last, to be trodden down as straw for
the dunghill,and to have their portion in hell-fire. Here is a field of
charming corn: numbers of stalks grow from one root, the ears are
large and heavy. How charming to see a saint abound in the fruits of
righteousness, to see him at once devout, always leaning on his Saviour,
always walking with his God, a dutiful child, an affectionate husband,
a truly kind parent, a faithful subject, a peaceful neighbour, a generous
friend, a redeemer of time, a counsellor in perplexity, a sympathizer in
trouble, a comforter amidst grief; firm, intrepid, judicious, full of
tenderness, compassion, and benevolence; devout, without seeking
to be seen of men; modest, without bashfulness; frank and affable,
without impertinence; obliging and complaisant, without servility;
cheerful, without noise. How charming, to behold the increase of
glory to God, peace on earth, and goodwill to men, which Jesus hath
brought forth! And thrice happy day, when an 'handful of corn:
Jesus Christ preached by a few ministers, in a few ordinances, 'on the
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tops of mountains,' among barren Gentile sinners, 'shakes with fruit
like trees,' produceth numerous converts, fruitful in good works."
"The summer drought hath so withered this spot, that the late rains
can not recover it. How rarely are professors, who, after a springtide
flourishing, wither away, recovered from their apostasy! Publicans
and harlots go before them into the kingdom of God. All summer,
hath the seed of this ridge lain under the clod; and but just now
springs up when it ought to ripen. Oh, the disorder introduced into
life by the want of early concern for our salvation! Of how many
summerlike, precious, heart-warming ordinances and influences do we
hereby lose the benefit. Ah, how we endanger our soul; late repentance being seldom found. Here the corn is good, but warped with
brambles. How often doth the most eminent, the liveliest grace,
dwell together with the most foolish, peevish, or rugged temper.
Where weakness and sin abound, grace much more abounds. Yonder
field is quite overrun with thistles, neglect to weed this corn in the
proper season renders it painful to reap it, and impossible to do it to
perfection. Negligence to mortify lusts, and purify our way, issueth
in awful vexation, and loss to ourselves and others. Oh, the piercing
pain, and hurtful ruin, which early spiritual sloth, or timorousness,
prepares for our soul at last. How ripe is this field of corn, the roots
loose, the ears hang down, the grain is firm and hard. Oh, that my
heart were but loosed and weaned from this present world, that all
my inward powers hung downwards in deep humility and self-denial,
that my graces, desires, and exercises were no more light and shadowy
but solid and substantial, then should I be truly ripe for death, the
grave, and the presence of God. But while it is otherwise, what am I
ripe for, but the judgments of heaven! Every field brings forth
according to the nature of the grain sown; what a man soweth, that
doth he reap. And as sin or grace is sown in my heart, such is my
fruit; as I sow in this world so shall I reap in the next. If I to the
flesh sow corruption, corruption and woe shall be my harvest; if by
receiving grace and practising holiness I sow to the Spirit, then shall I
reap life everlasting."
"Here the reapers hire themselves. Lord Jesus, how many hireling
pastors and professors are in Thy Church ~ May I serve Thee from
love to Thy'Person and work; may I count my work my wages. Dear
bought beforehand, infinitely deep in Thy debt, let me serve Thee with
such cheerfulness and diligence as testify that I can not but love and
serve Thee; then shall my labour not be in vain in the Lord. To-day
the reapers insist for higher wages. Alas! what high value doth our
legal heart put upon the mere shadow of service to Christ! But when
I have done all, let me count myself an unprofitable servant. Lord,
damnation is the best wages that my best works can deserve, let me
therefore have redemption through Thy blood, the forgiveness of my
duties as well as my sins, according to the riches of Thy grace."
"Here they reap: every stroke of the sickle cuts down a multitude
of ears. Ye sweeping judgments of heaven, what havoc do you often
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make of nations! 0 death, what multitudes cuttest thou down every
moment; perhaps more than an hundred thousand of our guilty race
are often thy daily meal! While I speak, what thousands perish by
thy unrelenting hand, and expire in thy bloody jaws! Lord, be Thou
their present help in time of need. Awful thought! how. many of
them launch forth into eternal fire. How terrible to die, without
thoughts of death and preparation for it. Let Jesus keep my house,
my heart, always in order, for I shall die and not live. Let Him, by
the Gospel, cut thousands from their natural root, and bind them up
in the bundle of life with Himself. How quickly is this reaped corn
bound into sheaves. At death, and judgment, shall the various
classes of sinners be gathered and irrecoverably set apart for destruction,
and the saints unalterably separated unto life eternal." . . . . . .
" What noise do I hear! It is that of the guns discharged from yonder castle, to celebrate the late victory of our troops. How astonishing! Have an army of blasphemers obtained a victory in favour of an
abandoned, a perjured people ~ Lord, how great is Thy goodness, how
great is· Thy sovereignty. Rejoice evermore, my soul; rejoice, ye
ransomed, that Jesus triumphed over principalities and powers, making
a show of them openly on His cross; that He hath subdued the nations,
goeth forth conquering and to conquer; that He shall destroy Antichrist, and every other opposer; gather the kingdoms of this world to
Himself-that Christ in me, shall quickly subdue and root out every
lust, that I, with millions, shall, in endless Hosannas, celebrate His
nonsuch victories on Calvary and on the judgment-seat."
" Already this industrious farmer hath got his corn cut down, and
gathered in; perhaps he now feasts his reapers. Oh, happy day, when
Jesus cuts down His saints by death, when He sends forth His angels,
and gathers them to Him at His Second Coming; then shall He make
for them' a feast of fat things, of wines on the lees, of fat things full of
marrow, of wines on the lees well refined.' Let us be glad and rejoice,
for the Lamb's feast of ingathering shall come; 'the ransomed of the
Lord shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy
upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and
sighing shall flee away.' "
TOUR IN THE HOLY LAND.

By THE LATE REV.

CHARLES B. SNEPP, LL.M., VICAR OF PERRY BARE,
BIRMINGHAM.

(Oontinued from page 564.)
BUT I have anticipated our journey a little. I must not forget our
arrival at Messina, Monday morning, at 10, January 1st, 1877. I
greatly enjoyed the close of the old year, and the opening of the new,
with prayer and praise, pouring out the heart before God for His many
mercies, and not the least for those of our Eastern tour, and especially
for abating the late awful storm.
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Afterwards I joined my friend, Mr. Cooper; we read and prayed
together. It was a holy happy season, and our hearts were refreshed
greatly.
It was a lovely new year's morning, full of bright hope and promise,
as we reached Messina; the sea so calm, and the bright rays of the
sun lighting up the range of beautiful hills which crowned the town,
covered with orange, and I think, olive trees; while a long line of
handsome-looking buildings facing the sea presented a very pleasing
appearance. We entered one of the Roman Catholic churches, found
the service had just begun, but grieved to find so much tawdry and
tinsel show, together with numerous lighted candles, and the sadly
unscriptural service of the mass going on, together with the other
Romish superstitions.
The day following we reached Naples, spending a few hours on shore,
as previously stated.
Left Naples 5 p.m. Sea calm and lovely. The view of the Bay of
Naples and the great Vesuvius smoking slowly is very fine. Many of
our party give the preference to the Bay of Beyrout. It may be of somewhat smaller circuit, but then the grand and beautiful range of Mount
Lebanon on the northern side of the bay gives sublime grandeur
to Beyrout. Naples however was very beautiful, and as we steamed
away, and daylight gave place to the long lines and curves of gas lamps
stretching all round the bay, the effect was exceedingly pretty, reaching
for miles.
Naples is a large city, the population said to be 450,000, and with
the suburbs reaching 600,000. Various rocky islands are strewed all
about the first part of our night passage, some with and some without
lighthouses, one of these lighthouses in particular shining with great
brilliancy on the top of a rocky summit, jutting out into the sea, and
sending its bright beams to a great distance. Oh, what means for
safety on a dark, tempestuous night! Such too is God's holy Word,
in the night of trial and temptation, when the Divine promises shine
into the believer's heart and preserve his faith from shipwreck and
powerfully refresh his soul.
Soon afterwards the wind appeared to be rising, and our conductor
warned us to prepare for another stormy night. This suggested the
importance and privilege of prayer. So rejoicing in the use of it, I
asked of the Lord to be pleased to keep down the winds and waves,
and to grant us in mercy a calm and peaceful night. Through the
goodness of our God the prayer was heard and most graciously answered.
I remained on deck till 10 o'clock with a smooth and tranquil sea.
The next morning returning very early to the deck, I found the same
state of things; and this continued all day, affording us beautiful
weather and lovely views of the different parts of the coast of Italy,
and the different groups of the islands through which we have been
steaming at the rate of ten knots an hour.
The Bible and prayer have been very precious to me all the morning,
and I have enjoyed arranging a series of subjects for the Manchester
40
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Mission Week, and preparing outlines of sermons for my own dear
congregation at Perry Barr. Yes, many hours have been thus
employed during our tour, from day to day; and I delight to be
thinking of, and working for, the spiritual welfare of my people, and
the precious souls committed to my charge. And now a series of
twelve sermons has been thus prepared, partly in the Holy Land, and
partly on the steamer, as we journeyed about 2000 miles along the blue
waters of the Mediterranean Sea. While thus occupied for my people,
I can truly say my heart has gone forth in fervent prayer for the Divine
blessing upon them all; yea, and I felt it could and did rest in
the faithful promises of our Covenant-keeping God. Moreover I
often enjoyed prayer and reading God's Word with Dr. Cranage and
Mr. Weston.
The island of Elba is now just appearing in view, stretching from
north to south much farther than I supposed.
The coast of Italy on the other side is shining in the sunbeams, and
presenting numerous bays and creeks and rocky mountains all along.
To my right and left rise up out of the sea two picturesque islands;
they seem to be little more than large rocks, covered only with a little
grass; and upon the top of each the remains of an ancient castle
arrest the eye. We are now only about fifty miles from Leghorn,
which we hope to reach by eight this evening, and spend the next
day on shore.
Thursday, Jan. 4th, 1877, on deck till nearly two hours after midnight; enjoying prayer and communion with God. Rose at seven,
left steamer at 10 a.m.; by boat to harbour, thence by rail to spend
the day at Pisa, viewing its interesting cathedral, baptistery and leaning
tower, and the sacred burial place, where they say fifty shiploads of
soil from the Holy Land have been brought to bury their dead. The
monuments and sculpture here are very beautiful. In the cathedral
they say the great Galileo sat and watched the swinging of one of
the great lamps, which gave rise to the invention of the pendulum
for clocks.
.
The baptistery too is very wonderful, with its truly marvellous echo,
and vibrations, and perfect harmonics. I ventured to start aloud
the Doxology to the Holy and Blessed Trinity, and the resonance
was perfectly grand. The leaning tower, too, is very beautiful, and the
Campo Santo most remarkable. On our way through the city of
Pisa our party were delighted with the exquisite specimens of sculpture,
and stayed to make many purchases.
We got back to our steamer about 5 p.m. The wind was rising,
the storm threatened, and by 8 p.m. was high. At 10 the saloon
was cleared of movable chairs, etc., and all prepared for a stormy
night. I could only humbly ask of the Lord to be pleased to check
it, and to spare us from another similar to that we had lately undergone;
and so He did most graciously, and restrained the winds. How fully
we then realized the beauty of the inspired Psalmist's description,
and his ascription of praise unto the Lord: "Oh that men would
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praise the Lord for His goodness, and for His wonderful works to the
children of men ! "
At length our sea voyage is over; we reach Genoa in safety, and
right glad were we to be able to finish the rest of our journey by rail
(excepting the short crossing of the Channel). We land early in the
morning at Genoa, and spend most of the day in driving around and
through the beautiful city, and visiting its many interesting sights.
We drove first to the beautiful garden and grounds belonging to the
Countess - - , whence we obtained splendid views of the harbour
.and bay of Genoa. We passed several most interesting places in a
drive of many miles; fortifications, cascades, and sea views, on our
way to the very celebrated Campo Santo, the finest and most beautiful
<lemetery in the world, with its marvellous collection of sculptures.
The journal of my Eastern tour which has appeared in our Parish
Magazine for the last twelve months is now drawing to a close. I
have written it out more fully than intended, as many kind friends
have expressed much interest and pleasure in it; and the number of
readers has greatly increased. It goes monthly in all directions,
north, south, east, and west, abroad as well as at home. The
·encouraging letters received are very cheering, and warrant the hope
that it has been made useful not only in diffusing information, but
also in strengthening faith and quickening prayer. Besides this, it is
calling forth the interest of many towards the Holy Land, and
.encouraging them to search the sacred volume for those wonderful
predictions concerning its magnificent future. Another letter brought
through this morning's post expresses the same lively interest, and
requests two copies of the work to be sent as soon as completed. When
reprinted in one volume it will form one of the cheapest and most
recent books on " The Holy Land" and the East, including the ancient
.and modern views of the most wonderful building ever erected on the
face of the earth, viz., " the Great Pyramid of Egypt," which, as the
Astronomer Royal for Scotland justly infers, must have been built by
Divine inspiration, as its wonderful measurements indicate the year
,of the Messiah's birth, the distance of the sun from the earth, the mean
density of the earth, the precession of equinoxes, together with
numerous and accurate calculations of weights and measures and the
sacred cubit of Scripture. I had some thoughts of adding lectures
upon " Jerusalem, the City of the Great King"; but must reserve
these for a future opportunity, if the Lord will, as the present work
has already exceeded more than I originally intended; and from 600
to 700 copies monthly have been already issued in our Parish Magazine.
(To be continued.)
LIVING on past experiences will not do; dreaming of heavenly
places and living an earthly life, will not do. Oh! let it not be said
now as once it was said of Ephraim, "Gray hairs are here and there
-upon him, yet he knoweth not."-J. Denham Smith.
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" A GOSPEL MINISTRY OF FIFTY YEARS."
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. EDITOR,-After reading the touching story of your" Gospel
Ministry of Fifty Years," the readers of this MAGAZINE will doubtless
be interested to know what result there has been to those faithful
and sustained labours. Is there anything to show for the earnest
efforts which must have cost many tears and entailed many sorrows?
Is there any lasting result, or has the effect of that ministry simply
been the kindling of a few emotional fires which have long since burnt
out, or of gaining the admiration of the congregations who have
listened to your beautiful and eloquent discourses?
The recent issues of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE have demonstrated
something of the spiritual, and therefore the eternal and abiding,
result of that ministrv in the conversion of souls. And this was
brought about, not by"modern methods of " dealing" with the sinner
by inducing him to confess he has done wrong, but by convincing him
(by thA preaching of the Word, applied by the Spirit) that man is a
sinner by nature-heart and soul. The late Rev. Thomas Davis, of
Harborne, was wont to say that many people can be found" who
deplore their sins and bemoan them as their' infirmity'; but sin is
more than an infirmity, it is a disease." We can have no doubt with
regard to the preaching of the doctrines of grace and Scriptural
teaching as to man's total depravity and God's way of salvation, that
God always owns it and blesses it, and I personally can testify that
your ministry at Old Hill, comparatively brief though it was, resulted
in both the salvation of sinners and the permanent blessing of the
souls of the saints. I have had conversation lately with a few of the
oldest members of the parish, who sat under your ministry, and they
have spoken with evident pleasure of the blessed times they then
enjoyed. One told me of the remarkable way in which his faith was
established by your sermon on the words, " Remember me, 0 Lord,
with the favour that Thou bearest unto Thy people: 0 visit me with
Thy salvation; that I may see the good of Thy chosen, that I may
rejoice in the gladness of Thy nation, that I may glory with Thine
inheritance" (Psa. cvi. 4, 5). The word was so powerfully applied
that this hearer then realized as never before, his position among the
number of God's people; a conviction which, through the wonderful
power of that word, he has never lost. Another, who was a little lad
at the time you came to Old Hill, has spoken to me of the addresses
you used to give to the Sunday School scholars on "The Pilgrim's
Progress" every month in the Church. These were so interesting and
so suited to those young minds that the scholars became absorbed in
them, and used eagerly to look forward to them. He spoke, too, of
the aggressive Protestant work in which you encouraged your
congregation to engage, and which you yourself led. Others have
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spoken to me of their experiences under the pulpit of Holy Trinity
Church, and of how they used to rely upon its teaching as a constant
source of comfort to their thirsty souls. They all would like to say
that not only is the memory of the delights of those" green pastures"
present with them to this day, but the benefits received under your
ministry abide with them and still sustain them.
I have had the opportunity of seeing for myself the permanent
result of your labours upon the parish which has grown so considerably
since then. The work you did was, first and foremost, to lay a
foundation. The character of that foundation will be understood
when it is stated that that foundation remains to-day, and that it is
due to the stability of it that the work carried on since has been so
successful in spiritual results. Without depreciating the work of the
Godly men who followed you, the present position of Holy Trinity
Church as one of the remaining bulwarks of sturdy Protestant truth
and free-grace teaching is due under God's blessing, to your labours.
The Church is well known all around for its phin congregational service,
its use of the despised black gown, and the independent spirit of its
members, who are undismayed by the claims and assertions of
clericalism, and refuse to listen to anything that is not in accordance
with Bible truth, rallying willingly to the support of all truly
Scriptural and Christian work. One is able easily to account for the
remarkable vitality of the work in the parish. Its sturdy Protestantism
is not merely the relic of times when Protestantism was more general,
but it is the holding fast of those traditions which you taught the parish
in its early days (2 Thess. ii. 15), and this Protestantism is no mere
negative or political Protestantism but a Protestantism based upon
the knowledge of God's Word and a belief in those doctrines rightly
designated by the word" Grace." Without doubt it is due to your
labours that Evangelical truth finds such a congenial soil in Old Hill
and thrives so well. This is a vindication of those words, " Cast thy
bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it after many days." Good
work was accomplished in the hearts of many, and these now readily
respond to the preaching of the deepest truths. Where men have not
been properly taught in the essential truths of God's Word, the deeper
and more blessed truths can not easily be taught; but when other
hands have well prepared the soil, the work of those who follow is
greatly lightened. To change the metaphor, "One soweth, and
another reapeth." Thus you have the solid satisfaction of knowing
that your labours were not in vain in the Lord.
It is the prayer of those who still remember you and love you that
the Lord may continue to sustain you in your bodily weakness, and
make the truths with which you comforted others a comfort to your
own soul. And may we, with you, magnify the Lord's grace which
has worked so wonderfully through you, for so many years, in so many
places, and in so many ways. "As it is written, He that glorieth,
let him glory in the Lord."
Yours in Him,
August 22nd, 1914.
JUVENIS.
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THE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR,-The children of God have now in this terrible time an
abundant opportunity for holy service, and I once more lay before all
friends of the soldier and sailor the claims of these dear men on our
support and sympathy. Gospels, Testaments, magazines, etc., have
been sent forward in large numbers, and also circulated amongst the
wounded in hospitals and the new army, and now we are needing
fresh help to continue this blessed service, and shall welcome further
gifts. The following has reached me from the Second Cruiser Squadron:
Dear friend, Thank you very much for packet and cheering letter.
I am sure that many have been stirred up to pray who had forgotten
how. But the battle is the Lord's, and we can rest in Him and enjoy
His peace even now." Many other letters have reached me from
Christian men. We are corresponding with a good number of these,
and are also sending words of cheer to the wives left behind. I am
making an appeal for 300 volumes of helpful Christian books, which
I :want to send to these Christian men. Doubtless, many friends can
spare one such volume from their bookcase, and I shall welcome their
kind co-operation in this matter. Let us see to it that we encourage
our fellow-Christians in the services with Scriptural books. Pray for
our soldiers and sailors and their dear ones left at home. With many
thanks for your kind insertions in the venerable GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
Yours sincerely,
6, STIRLING ROAD, BATH ROAD,
R. E. BRIDER.
BRISTOL. Sept., 1914.
11
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THE CHURCH ON THE THAMES.
A LECTURE DELIVERED BY THE LATE REV. S. A. WALKER, M.A.,
IN ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, IN 1877.
OUR subject this evening is "The Church on the Thames," which
means the Church of England. I have selected the 5th verse of the
41st chapter of Isaiah, by way of introducing this subject. "The
isles saw it and feared; the ends of the earth were afraid, drew near,
and came." This chapter, which we have read this evening, represents
to us God's way of dealing with the Gentiles, and of extending the
knowledge of His Truth to the isles of the sea and to the ends of the
earth. We have to remember that God sent His blessed Word to
this island of ours, and that it is to Him we are to feel indebted for
all the blessings we enjoy as a Christian people. Now, the Church of
this country is an ancient Church; and no one, I believe, will deny
that it has had a great deal to do in moulding the history, prosperity,
manners, and dispositions of the people of the country, that it has
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exercised a mighty influence from the first, and that it does exercise
an important influence still; so that no parties, whether they
belong to the Church or not, can be insensible to the importance of
the position it occupies, to the healthy influence it exercises over the
minds of the people, and to its bearing faithful testimony, as an instrument that God is pleased to employ, to that glorious Truth which He
has revealed in His Word. As I have already explained to you, the
Church is only the vehicle of Truth; it is not a thing to be believed or
trusted in itself, it is only an instrument in God's hands. A national
Church, or a particular Church, is just an instrument whereby God's
Truth is maintained and is disseminated both in the neighbourhood
and in distant places; but this national, local, or denomination
Church is very different from the Church of the living God. Let
us always remember that. The Church of God is one thing, but.
llational or sectarian Churches in their various peculiar cireumstances, presenting as they do features that are both in harmony
with God and out of harmony with God, sometimes good and
sometimes evil, sometimes representing God's revelation of Himself
and sometimes representing sinful man's imaginations and corrupt
inventions, are quite another; they are but instruments serving
a temporal purpose, sure to inherit the destiny of all earthly things,
and to come to an end. It is not so with God's Church, composed
of the living members of His family, those who are truly born again,
converted to God by the Word and Spirit, and consecrated to His
service, not for time only but for eternity, those who are separated
from the world and given to Jesus, who belong to Him by various
titles, those who are heirs of eternal glory; for they are members of a
community or family that will live for ever.
Now, we have to consider this evening a National Church-that is,
the Church of England. As I have said, that Church has exercised
an important influence over this country, and not only that, but it
has exercised a very great influence over other countries that are
connected with this, such as our colonies, and other places which to a
certain extent are in union with us. For example, our Church has
extended its influence to the United States of America, where there
exists what is called a sister Church, a Church which everybody knows
had its origin in the Church of England; and, although it is not an
established Church, yet it presents features very identical with the
Church of this country. In these circumstances, one sees the importance of this association which we call the Church of England. Of
course, a Christian Church is connected with Christianity, and it must
date its origin from Christianity in any locality or country. And so
it is with the Church of England. We have reason to believe that
Christianity was introduced into this country at a very early period,
as early, certainly, as the second century; but by whom it was introduced is very doubtful, in fact it is not known at all. There are
various surmises and theories on the subject, but they are only theories,
and nothing can be ascertained with certainty. However, it was
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introduced early, and there was a Church here for many centuries
before the Bishop of Rome, Gregory 1., sent a mission to this land of
ours in 597, composed of Augustine and a number of monks. They
came over from Rome to introduce Christianity after the fashion of the
Christianity of Rome. When Augustine came he found there were
Christians here already, and not only that, but that there were bishops
and presbyters. He succeeded in·commending himself to one of the
kings of the country, whose wife was a Christian, obtained his support,_
and the king was soon himself baptized. In that way Augustine
obtained a considerable influence in the land; he became Archbishop
of Canterbury, the first archbishop of that see.
Augustine, finding another Church and other bishops in the land,
recommended them to submit to the jurisdiction of the pope of Rome,
and to adopt some of the peculiar customs in which the Church of
this ,country differed from the Church of Rome. The bishops and
pastors of the ancient Church of this country refused most
decidedly to submit to the authority of the pope of Rome. They
said they had always been independent, and they would continue
independent; they refused to adopt the Romish customs, and they
charged Augustine and his followers with adopting many idolatries
and superstitions of which they had never heard before, and which
they entirely repudiated. They would not accommodate themselves
to the new party that had come to introduce Christianity into
Britain, and the consequence was that Augustine became very angry,
and, whether it was by design or accident, or whether it was by the
ancient Saxons or any other party, is not very well known, but a very
large proportion of the early Christians were put to death shortly
afterwards, and Augustine has been charged with at least being
accessory to the death of these people. In consequence of that and
other acts of violence, the remaining members of the British Church
retired into Scotland, and Augustine and his party took possession of
Britain, in which they set up a Church after the Romish form. Hence
it was that in course of time Romanism became the religion of the land,
the religion of the Established Church. It continued to be so for
centuries, but with this difference probably from other countries,
that the kings of this country always held out against submitting
themselves to the popes of Rome; they were always in a state of
conflict with the popes upon the subject of supremacy-the popes
claiming to be supreme not only in matters ecclesiastical, but even
in secular matters, in this land. The kings of England, one after
another, determined, as they said, to be kings and rulers in their own
land, to be the head of the Church as well as the head of the State,
and it was a matter of conflict, more or less, for centuries; sometimes
the kings gave way, and sometimes they maintained their position.
William the Conqueror would not submit to the pope; we know that
even that bad King John held out for a long time, but was at last
obliged to submit and surrender his crown into the hands of the pope
of Rome, or to his legate, who was sent over to bring him into subjection.
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The conflict continued up to the time of Henry VIII., when the
country and the Church of England were separated from the jurisdiction of the pope of Rome. Henry VIII. determined he would not
submit any longer. What his motives were we need not be very
curious to inquire, they may have been good or bad; but one thing
is certain, he succeeded in separating this country from the dominion
of Rome, and secured to himself and the future monarchs of England
the right of ruling their country after their own manner, without any
interference of the popes who had hitherto exercised a disastrous
influence over the secular and spiritual interests of the country. Then
it was that what we call the Reformation really began. As soon as
Henry VIII. was constituted head of the Church, he proceeded to
make certain alterations, or rather he commended them to Parliament,
by which they were adopted. Some of the services which had hitherto
been conducted in Latin, were turned into English. This was the
first thing, the turning of the commandments, the creeds, and some
of the litanies into English. That was a very important change,
very important to the people who heretofore had been very ignorant
of the nature of the services, hearing them repeated in the Latin tongue,
which they did not understand. That alteration, once begun, went
on and continued. Henry VIII. produced a book of devotion, which
was called the King's Book, and which in point of fact was a kind of
Prayer Book, and we may say the origin of the Prayer Book that we
have now. It was a compilation of certain collects and prayers, and
so on, taken from the old Romish Mass Book, excluding some of the
medieval superstitions and including some of the prayers and creeds
used in the earliest time.
You remember that Henry contended with Luther-from this and
other facts we know that he was a determined opponent of the Reformation proper. The Reformation consisted not in merely translating
the Latin services, or teaching the people to recite the creeds, or to
repeat prayers; it was something more vital than that-it was the
recovery of that glorious Gospel of the grace of God which had been
withdrawn from the professing Church for centuries. The Reformation, you know, dear friends, consisted in the restoration to poor
sinners of the knowledge of God's Truth as revealed in the Lord Jesus
Christ; it was the delivering them from the bondage of superstition, and
bringing them back into the enjoyment of Christian life and liberty;
it was the reopening of God's Word; it was the setting aside of man's
inventions; it was the restoring of God's revelation from above. It
was in that that the Reformation consisted. Man has ever sought to
supersede, at the instigation of Satan, I believe, God's teaching by
his own; to introduce something more in harmony with his own
corrupt views and feelings-something less spiritual, less heavenlysomething that he could appreciate because he himself is corrupt and
impure, and to adopt something more agreeable to his own taste,
although it is utterly abhorrent to God and entirely out of harmony
with the revelation God has made. The great object of God is to
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recover man from his lost condition-man is a fallen being, he has
fallen away from God, he has become degraded and debased by sin
and by the bondage of Satan, and in that condition of course he is
unfitted to associate with God, and God repudiates him in that
condition. The object of Christianity was to restore man, to lead him
up from that degraded condition into a state of spirituality, purity
and holiness, so that he might be fit for union and association with
God. Association with God must ever be a joy to the creature, the
intelligent creature; and separation from God must ever be his degradation and misery. I believe that union with God is the heaven that
God has provided-union, association, communion, and all the blessed
effects of that holy nearness to God which will be the portion of His
people, that will be the state of heaven or blessedness; whereas entire
separation from God, alienation, or, as it is called emphatically,
" destruction from His presence," will be the hell of the wicked, the
state in which there will be no enjoyment, or any of those blessings
that are to be found only in the Deity, and the absence of which must
be felt in separation from Him.
The great object of Satan is of course to keep men separate from
God, and he knows that the object of Christianity, that is, of Christ's
work, was to bring the objects of His love near to God by the sacrifice of
Himself, by the removal of difficulties and hindrances; the object of
Satan now is to neutralize the work of the Lord Jesus, so that it shall
not act in that direction-that instead of Christianity being a system
whereby man is renewed, purified, and made nigh to God by the blood
of the cross and by the power of the Holy Ghost, it shall be a system
to deprave and corrupt him all the more, so as to render him quite
unfitted to be associated with so holy a Being. I have no hesitation
in charging what we call popery, the religion of Rome. with that desire,
of superseding the religion of the Lord Jesus and putting man's religion
in its place; a religion which, whilst suited to his fallen taste, at the
same time bears so much semblance to that which God has given, as to
impose upon the unenlightened and ignorant mind of man, but to act
as effectually in keeping him separate from God as if he had no religion
at all, or a religion of the most heathenish and idolatrous kind. It
is just the religion that satisfies man's corrupt mind, while at the same
time it effectually accomplishes the work of Satan; and therefore it
is not the religion of the Lord Jesus Christ. The religion of the Lord
Jesus Christ brings us directly into union with Him. Remember that,
dear friends, it is the effect of God's great work to bring His people
into union with Christ by the power of the Holy Ghost; and in that
union with Christ you see we want nothing, we want no provision
from man, we want no inventions of our own, we want no exercise of
our own powers, no performances of our own hands, simply because
God in Christ has provided for the accomplishment of His own design,
which is to bring His people back to Himself, and He has fulfilled all
that is necessary in that direction by the work of the cross.
The Reformation reopened the Word of God, which had been long
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closed. John Wycliffe, who was called" The Morning Star of the
Reformation," appeared a hundred years before Luther. He translated
the blessed Bible into English. It was the work which God assigned
to him, and he did it. From the time the Bible was translated there
was always a light in this country. The good Wycliffe's followers;
who were called Lollards, were so persecuted that they were almost
annihilated; but still, here and there, there were remains of the blessed
work which he had accomplished by his Bible and teachers sent forth
by him through the country. So, when the Reformation began in
this country, there were here and there a certain number of people
who could understand the nature and value of it, and who could see
that it resembled what Wycliffe had done towards it. At the Reformation, then, the Church of England became reformed, and its Prayer
Book became conformed to the Bible, so that, you observe, the Church
of England is identified with the Reformation. The Church of England
is also identified with the unsealing of the Bible, and the new and
more Scriptural version of its Prayer Book. Those two events mark
the history of the Church of England. First the Reformation, or conformity in religion to the Word of God, and then the revision of the
Prayer Book, which was originally in Latin, and which included a
number of superstitious rites and unscriptural observances, which
misrepresented the religion of the Lord Jesus Christ, and which
encouraged all kinds of idolatry and superstition. The Reformation
retained what was Scriptural and good, and cast out everything
superstitious and idolatrous.
Some part of the work was done in the reign of Henry VIII.; and
when he died, his son, Edward VI., succeeded. During his short reign
the Reformation and the revision of the Prayer Book advanced with
rapid strides, so that both were left by him almost perfect. Mary
succeeded-that Romish bigot who inflicted so much injury on
Protestantism in this country, and who occasioned so many people to
be burnt to death at the stake. During her also brief reign matters
went back to their original position, and all the good laws of Henry VIII.
and Edward VI. were repealed, and the Romish, or canon law, restored.
It was a season of darkness, and as long as it lasted the Reformation
was reversed; but upon the succession of Elizabeth the Romish law
was again repea.led, and the Reformation proceeded. Ot course, the
Church of England again assumed its Protestant and Evangelical
form, and the use of the Bible, and its revised Prayer Book, and all the
advantages it had gained, were restored.
(To be continued.)
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.

,-

THE October number of " The Quarterly Record" is now ready. It
contains a portrait and sketch of the late Mr. Edward Doudney, and
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other illustrations, together with the Rev. Thomas Houghton's address
at the Annual Meeting, and other interesting articles and poetry.
Copies will be sent, post free, to any friends upon application. The
circulation of this magazine will be found an excellent means of
enlisting the help of new friends.
The 35th Anniversary of the Brighton Home will be held (D.V.) in
the Royal Pavilion. on Tuesday, October 13th. The ladies will hold
their usual Sale of Work throughout the day. A refreshment stall and
tea will be provided. In the afternoon at 3.30, F. A. Bevan, Esq., will
preside over a meeting to be addressed by the Rev. T. Houghton, of
Bath, and others. The attendance of all who desire the welfare of
the Lord's aged poor is cordially invited.
On Friday, November 6th, the Autumn Sale of Work will take
place at our Hornsey Rise Home, at 3 o'clock. At 5 o'clock a tea
will be proVided in the Hall, at 6d. each, and in the evening, at 6.30,
the Rev. J. W. Dance, A.K.C., of Leamington, will preach in the
Chapel of the Home, when a collection will be made for the Maintenance
Fund. The Committee and our old folk will be delighted to welcome
visitors.
Collections after sermons have been a cheering feature of the work
of the past few weeks. The Secretary has visited Walkern, Tadworth,
Hastings, Lewes and Southport, and the Rev. J. W. Merryweather,
M.A., has most kindly made a collection at Fullwood Church, Sheffield.
Such help is of the greatest value to our Institution.
A pensioner writes: "I feel I should like to let you know how I
have been going on since I received my last pension. I was very ill
the latter part of March, but thank God I am better and can get out
again and hear the birds singing in the heavens and look at the fields.
But oh! this is nothing to that sweet Dove of Peace. with His softening,
melting influence, drawing me near to the blessed Christ. I feel, even
now, ' I could from all things parted be, but never, dearest Lord, from
Thee.' I hope I am watching His hand, both in Providence and
Grace, knowing that all will be right in the end." This friend is
representative of the 1530 who are in receipt of the pensions of
the Society. Round their tottering tabernacles the shades of night
may be falling, but on their souls the light of eternal day is breaking, and round them already the soft mellow radiance of heaven
shines.
Owing to the National crisis, and the consequent financial strain
upon the country, our Society, with its daily expenditure of £43, is
already feeling the stress. Investments are not realizable at present,
payments of legacies are delayed, and many contributions will be
reduced. Under these circumstances the Committee ask for donations
to tide over this period. Should you be able to help, we should be
grateful. We are sure that we shall have your prayers and sympathy
in this effort to maintain the work of the Institution, which the Lord
has blessed to the welfare of His aged people for 107 years.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
ON the occasion of the departure of the Expeditionary Force for
France, the KING sent to the troops the following message :-" You
are leaving home to fight for the safety and honour of My Empire.
Belgium, whose country we are pledged to defend, has been attacked,
and France is about to be invaded by the same powerful foe. I have
implicit confidence in you My soldiers. Duty is your watchword, and
I know your duty will be nobly done. I shall follow your every movement with deepest interest and mark with eager satistaction your
daily progress; indeed your welfare will never be absent from My
thoughts. I pray God to bless you and guard you and bring you back
victorious."

-

Since we went to press last month many stirring events have happened in connection with the war. The fall of Namur was followed
by a gradual falling back of the Allied forces, during which fierce engagements took place. When the Allies, however, were within a few miles
of Paris they took the offensive, and a great battle ensued. The result
up to Sept. 14 may be given in the summary of The Times of that date
as follows: "What was at first cautiously regarded by the French
General Staff as a success in the first stage of the great battle, a success
gratifying and eneouraging but by no means decisive, is now seen to be
a complete rolling back of the German Armies along their whole lines.
Yesterday afternoon the French War Minister at Bordeaux published
a communication from General Joffre, who announced that the victory
of the Allies was more and more complete, with the enemy everywhere
in retreat and everywhere abandoning prisoners, wounded, and
materials of war. The Allied left, he said, had crossed the Aisne
below Soissons, having thus gained about 65 miles in six days. Their
centre was already north of the Marne. The armies of Lorraine and
the Vosges were already within sight of the frontier."
The successes of the Russian forces are thus described: "The
Russian successes in the east are, if anything, more sweeping than
those of the Allies in the west. The left wing of the Austrian army
operating on the Russo-Galician border has been cut off from the main
body of the Austrian troops in Galicia, and is in imminent danger of
annihilation unless it accepts the alternative of complete surrender.
Already it has lost over 30,000 men and 400 guns cut off during the
passage of the San. Farther south the Austrian centre, between
Rawaruska and Grudek, is also threatened with disaster. Russian
cavalry have ridden round its rear. Though it has been reinforced by
German troops its constituent parts appear to be in a demoralized
condition, and the Russian General Staff confidently anticipates its
complete defeat."
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Our Navy also has acquitted itself splendidly, as the following cutting,
dated Aug. 29th, clearly shows: "The first great naval success of the
war was officially announced last night. A strong force of British
destroyers, supported by light cruisers and battle cruisers and submarines, attacked the German destroyers and cruisers guarding the
a.pproach to' the German coast near Heligoland. After a heavy engagement two German destroyers were sunk and many damaged, all the
British destroyers remaining afloat and returning in good order. The
:first Light Cruiser Squadron sank the German cruiser Mainz, the first
Battle Squadron sank a German cruiser of the Koln class, and a third
German cruiser disappeared, on fire and in a sinking condition. All
the German cruisers engaged were disposed of. The Battle Cruiser
Squadron was attacked by submarines and floating mines, but was
undamaged. There were no casualties in the Light Cruiser Squadron.
The flotilla cruiser Amethyst and the destroyer Laertes were damaged.
No other vessels were seriously injured. British loss of life was not
heavy."
The Colonies are nobly rallying round the Mother Country in her
hour of great danger, and India has contributed a contingent of 70,000
men, and many Indian princes have volunteered for active service. A
hospital ship, horses, camels, and money for the purchase of machineguns have been promised. The Dalai Lama has offered 1,000 Tibetan
troops for service.
The KING'S message to the Governments and Peoples of his Selfgoverning Dominions, which appeared in the Press on Sept. 10th, is
as follows: "During the past few weeks the peoples of My whole
Empire at Home and Overseas have moved with one mind and purpose
to confront and overthrow an unparalleled assault upon the continuity
of civilization and the peace of mankind. The calamitous conflict is
not of My seeking, My voice has been cast throughout on the side of
peace. My Ministers earnestly strove to allay the causes of strife and
to appease differences with which My Empire was not concerned.
Had I stood aside when, in defiance of pledges to which My Kingdom
was a party, the soil of Belgium was violated and her cities laid desolate,
when the very life of the French nation was threatened with extinction,
I should have sacri:ficed My honour and given to destruction the
liberties of My Empire and of mankind. I rejoice that every part of
the Empire is with me in this decision. Paramount regard for treaty
faith and the pledged word of rulers and peoples is the common heritage
of Great Britain and of the Empire. My peoples in the Self-Governing
Dominions have shown beyond all doubt that they wholeheartedly
endorse the grave decision which it was necessary to take. My personal
knowledge of the loyalty and devotion of My Oversell. Dominions had
led me to expect that they would cheerfully make the great efforts and
bear the great sacrifices which the present conflict entails. The full
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measure in which they have placed their services and resources at My
disposal fills me with gratitude, and I am proud to be able to show to
the world that My Peoples Oversea are as determined as the People of
the United Kingdom to prosecute a just cause to a successful end.
The Dominion of Canada, the Commonwealth of Australia, and the
Dominion of New Zealand have placed at My disposal their naval
forces, which have already rendered good service for the Empire.
Strong Expeditionary forces are being prepared in Canada, in Australia,
and in New Zealand for service at the front, and the Union of South
Africa has released all British Troops and has undertaken important
military responsibilities the discharge of which will be of the utmost
value to the Empire. Newfoundland has doubled the numbers of its
branch of the Royal Naval Reserve and is sending a body of men to
take part in the operations at ,the front. From the Dominion and
Provincial Governments of Canada large and welcome gifts of supplies
are on their way for the use both of My Naval and Military Forces and
for the relief of the distress in the United Kingdom which must inevitably follow in the wake of war. All parts of My Oversea Dominions
have thus demonstrated in the most unmistakable manner the fundamental unity of the Empire amidst all its diversity of situation and
circumstance.',
The number of recruits who have been enlisted into the Army since
the declaration of war, exclusive of those who have joined the Territorials, was 439,000 up to the evening of September 9th. With the
addition of another 500,000 men-an increase sanctioned by the House
of Commons on Sept. 10th-we shall be in a position to put something like 1,200,000 men into the field. This is the provision made by
the Mother Country, and is exclusive of the Territorials, the National
Reserve, and the magnificent contributions promised from India and
the Dominions. God's people, however, need continually to cry unto
Him, remembering that" Victory is of the Lord."

THE STORY OF THE BIRMINGHAM THIEF AT OLD HILL OHURCH. By
the REV. J. ORMISTON. Pp. 16. Price Id.; 12 for 7d.; 50 for
Is. 3d.; 100 for 2s.; 500 for 8s.; post free. ['1'0 be had of Miss
R. Cowell, 1, Elliston Road, Redland, Bristol. Any profits to be
given to the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society.]
Old Hill is a 'parish a few miles from Birmingham, of which the
beloved EDITOR of this MAGAZINE (the Rev. J. Ormiston) was the
first Vicar. His ministry there was much owned of God. "The
Story of the Birmingham Thief" is a striking instance of the wonderful
way in which the Lord used His servant in ministering to one of His
backsliding sheep. The story was told in the June issue of the GOSPEL
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MAGAZINE. It is a remarkable illustration of how a child of God may
be led by evil influences into paths of sin. The subject of the narrative was a Sunday School teacher, a member of the Y.M.C.A., and an
earnest worker in the Lord's vineyard. He was living in lodgings, and
through his landlord's influence was led into the sin of gambling.
Card-playing led to drink, and one sin led on to another until dishonest
means were resorted to to meet his liabilities. The Lord, however,
by a wonderful chain of providences brought the young man to Old
Hill Church one Lord's day. The sermons preached by Mr. Ormiston
were suited to his case, and issued in great blessing to his soul. The
Lord, according to His faithful promise, did not cast off His erring
servant, but restored unto him the full joy of salvation, though he
had to undergo severe chastisement.
We rejoice that this story has been reprinted in tract form, and we
hope it may have a very large circulation. It is suitable for all, but
especially for young men living in lodgings in our large towns. Parents
would dO,well to give a copy to their sons on leaving home, and the
Young Men's Christian Association would do well to circulate it amongst '
its members.
THE BIBLE MAGAZINE. One penny monthly; Is. 6d. per ~nnum
post free. (LONDON: A. HOLNESS, 14, Paternoster Row, KC.)
Particulars of this new magazine will be found in our advertisement pages. Its cover announces that it is" a monthly journal for all
lovers of free and sovereign grace, and for all who revere the Word of
God." This description is fully borne out by the contents. 'All the
writers are known for their fidelity to Truth. The Rev. J. B.
Barraclough, M.A., writes on " The Bible"; Mr. Blair Neatby, M.A.,
contributes a devotional article, and Pastor James Stephens, M.A.,
has an appropriate and most timely word on " The Publicity of our
Lord's Return." The magazine contains useful extracts from the
writings of the late Bishop J. C. Ryle, J. C. PhiIpot, Dr. Wylie, and R.
Murray McCheyne. An article by Mr. W. A. Limbrick (Secretary of
the Protestant Reformation' Society) dealing with "The Bible in
British History," a Young People's Page, and Review columns are some
of the features of a very successful first number, and we cordially
wish the magazine God speed.
GOD is truly and savingly known only in and through His Son.
God is indeed darkly known in His works, as a God of power; ,i).l His
providence, as a God of authority, wisdom, and order; in His common
mercies, as a God of bounty; and in His punishments and judgments,
as a God of justice; but in Christ opened and preached in the Gospel,
God is known with a clear, a comfortable and saving knowledge, as
a Father of grace and singular mercy and lovingkindness. His power,
wisdom, truth, love, and goodness are much magnified and very glorious
in their apprehensions who know Him in Christ Jesus.-A. Gro.sse.
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