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No. XXVIII.
" And I, bl'eth1'en, when I came to you, came not with excellency of
•
speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God.
Fol' I determined not to "know any thing among you, save Jesus
Christ, and Him cTucified."-1 CORINTffiANS ii. 1, 2.

"PREACH the Gospel to every creature" (St. 1I1ark xvi. 15) was
one of the last commands of our blessed LORD and 1I1ASTER before
"He was received up into Heaven, and sat on the right hand of
GOD." It is a co=and which, empowered by the HOLY GHOST,
faithful ministers of the Word will be fOlmd to carry out till that
moment when the mighty blast of the Trump of GOD will announce
that the Day of Grace is ended, that the number of the vast bloodbought multitude is complete, not one overlooked, not one-the
least-missing, not one left uncalled, for "the LORD knoweth
them that are His." That He will hasten the joyful moment of
His return in His own time, is the prayer of each one of His bloodwashed, waiting people.
It was in obedience to this loving command, and in conformity
with the will of the LORD JESUS CHRIST, that the UNITED BRISTOL
37
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MISSION was founded in 1856, that by its means the glorious
message of salvation through faith in the LORD JESUS might be
carried into the homes of the neglected masses of poor perishing
sinners in the poorest parts of that City-to those who, often alas!
through carelessness and indifference, never hear of the redeeming
love of JESUS, of that precious, precious blood which cleanseth
from all sin, who have no hope, and are without GOD in the world.
Many of our dear Readers are aware of the intimate association
of the MISSION with ST. MARY-LE-PORT, the late Rector, the Rev.
S. A. Walker, being largely instrumental in its foundation. He
acted as its Honorary Secretary, and in this post in 1880 we followed our dear brother on his decease. Eight missionaries, truly
regenerate men of deep spiritual experience, were then employed,
and a ninth was added at one period through the generosity of
a friend. Their one all-sufficient weapon was the written Word
of GOD, prayerfully employed in the warfare with sin, ignorance,
unbelief and error, in their large, specified districts. Humbly and
perseveringly throughout many years this little band of Gospel
witnesses carried on the daily work, by the HOLY SPIRIT'S enabling
grace, of tending the sick and dying in their own poor dwellings,
or in the wards of the hospitals; of ministering the Word of grace
and comfort to the aged and bereaved, the sorrowful and friendless; and of preaching the Gospel of GOD'S free grace in the open
air, in rooms, or wherever opportunity offered. What greater
honour can the LORD put on a poor grace-saved sinner than to
make him the instrument of directing souls "heavy laden" with
the burden of their sins to the LORD JESUS, the only Way of salvation, Who alone can ease the soul of its burden and let the oppressed
go free; of arousing those who as yet have never felt themselves
to be sinners in need of an ALMIGHTY SAVIOUR, and of being the
human means employed by the HOLY SPIRIT to lead such as "sit
in darkness, and in the shadow of death" into GOD'S marvellous
light .~ Every servant of CHRIST, in however humble a sphere,
feelingly echoes the words of dear sainted RUTHERFORD-If one
such soul
" Meet me at GOD'S right hand,
My Heaven will be two Heavens
In IMMANUEL'S Land."
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These devoted men of GOD have sought faithfully and patiently,
in dependence on the HOLY SPIRIT OF TRUTH, to cast the breadseed of the Word upon the waters, and our merciful Heavenly
FATHER has permitted them the joy of knowing, sometimes after
many years, that, blessed by that same SPIRIT, their labours have
not been in vain in the LORD. Six of this little company of
CHRIST'S humble ministering servants have been called Home, to the
rest that remaineth "to the people of GOD "-four, while working
in this earthly vineyard of the LORD. Two remain, to continue
this blessed work, which has been owned and honoured by the
DIVINE MASTER, though often sorely tried.
"In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold
not thine hand," and only GOD'S sent ministers who have come to
the time of the evening sowing can enter into its full meaning.
Surely it is with much weeping the evening sower goes forth, in
weariness and painfulness, with the assaults of the great enemy
growing ever more persistent and bitter, feeling ever more deeply
his own unworthiness and the sinfulness of his heart, and yet ever
more and mo!e deeply conscious of the compelling power of the
SPIRIT to sow the precious seed although it be evening, before the
shadows lengthen into night. "For thou knowest not whether
shall prosper, either this or that, or whether they both shall be alike
good" (Ecc!. xi. 6). "He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing
precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing
his sheaves with him" (Psa. cxxvi. 6). What blessed consolation
do these promises of our compassionate, loving Heaveuly FATHER
afford the tried and afflicted of His labouring servants when at
last He bids them lay the burden down. The DIVINE MASTERSOWER alone can fully enter into and be touched with the feeling
of the infirmities of His lowly brethren. Was He not out-wearied
physically though sinlessly, as He preached the Gospel to the
poor, when He healed the broken-hearted, set at liberty the
captives, and opened the prison to them who had been long bound ~
He alone knows what it costs the sower to sow his" precious seed" ;
what wrestling, what agonizing in prayer before the mercy-seat,
before he may go forth to the sowing with the seed-corn received
at the gracious MASTER'S blessed hand. And the "husbandman
hath long patience," and waits GOD'S own_time to make fruitful
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the seed cast into the soil-the soil of the SPIRIT'S own preparing.
Manifest blessing-the increase-may not be forthcoming till
many years have passed away, till the sower himself perhaps has
long since been called to rest from his labours; but the promise is
tme and faithful as JEHOVAH Himself, that he shall" come again
with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him."
The Honorary Secretary, as was also Mr. Walker's custom, has
met these dear men of GOD once a month for upwards of thirty
years, for prayer, conversation regarding their work, examination
of the Journals faithfully kept, and for the study of the Word of
GOD. It will be believed how pleasant and instmctive this study
has been, under we trust the teaching of the HOLY SPIRIT of Light
and Tmth, when seven years were devoted to the searching into
the deep things of GOD in the Book of Job, and nine years passed
in the study of the Epistle to the Hebrews. Very happy and
mutually helpful have these meetings been, held in the Vestry of
ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH. Once a month also, for many years,
a meeting was conducted by the Honorary Secretary for the
Collectors of the Ladies' Auxiliary, for prayer concerJ.ling the work
and all those connected with it, and for Bible Reading.
To the GOD of all grace is given the praise of the blessed fruits
which have followed the simple reading and proclamation of the
Word of the Gospel throughout the fifty-nine years the MISSION
has existed. May our TRIUNE GOD-FATHER, SON, and HOLY
GHOST-continue to glorify Himself in the salvation of precious
souls by means of this MISSION, if it be His holy Will, thereby
owning it and honouring it-" till He come."
CLIFTON, BRISTOL,
S~~))lb\\1, \W\.';'..

THE EDITOR.

(To be continued hereafter-D. V.)
IN the last will and testament of the eminent Reformer, Martin
Luther, occurs the following remarkable passage: "Lord God, 1
thank Thee, for that Thou hast been pleased to make me a poor and
indigent man upon earth. I have neither house, uor land, nor money.
to leave behind me. Thou hast given me wife and children, whom I
now restore to thee. Lorn, llOUl'i.sb, 't~lIcb, linO. l),l'~\l~lV\) tb\)ID, 1:1\\
Thou ha8t me."
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Mlall£lllle jIl,ote£l.
THE CHRISTIAN SOLDIER'S VICTORY.

" Death is sWf,lllawed up in victory."-l COR. xv. 54.
CONTRARY to my usual custom I have ventured to write a series
of Wayside Notes on the Christian soldier. They have been suggested to our mind by the terrible war which still rages. We have
thought about the Enrolment, the Equipment, the Commander,
the Regulations, and the Warfare of the Christian soldier. We
now come to the concluding article of this series-the Christian
Soldier's Victory. We are all longing for victory in the present
war. We expect it, and the nation will doubtless strain every
nerve to obtain it. No one, however, can be absolutely sure as to
what the final issue of this terrible war may be. It is different with
the Christian soldier. He is assured of final and complete victory
over all the forces of evil. The conflict may be long and strenuous,
but in the end Christ and His people will gain the day. Let us
then think of the victory which is assured to the Christian soldier.
1. It is a victory which is to be aimed at.
The constant aim of the believer is to resist effectually every
temptation with which he may be confronted. "Be not overcome
of evil [says the Apostle]. but overcome evil with good" (Rom. xii.
21). All the blessings of the future are promised to the victors, the
overcomers, the conquerors, because it is assumed that victory will
be aimed at and gained. The tree of life is promised to the overcomer. " To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of
life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God" (Rev. ii. 7).
Deliverance from the second death is promised to the overcomer.
" He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death" (Rev.
ii. 11). Sovereignty with Christ is promised to the overcomer. "To
him that overcometh will I grant to sit with Me in My throne, even
as I also overcame, and am set down with My Father in His throne"
(Rev. iii. 21). Deliverance from death, sorrow, and pain is promised to the overcomer. "God shall wipe away all tears from
their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor
crying, neither shall there be any more pain. . . . He that over·
cometh shall inherit these things [see margin] ; and I will be his
God, and he shall be My son" (Rev. xxi. 4, 7).
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Those who fight the Lord's battles, therefore, must not think of
retreat or defeat. They should, in the Lord's Name, courageously
face the foe, with final and complete victory as their aim and
expectation. It was thus that "David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and with a stone." He said to the giant, " Thou
comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield:
but I come to thee in the Name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the
armies of Israel, Whom thou hast defied. This day will the Lord
deliver thee into mine hand; and I will smite thee, and take thine
head from thee; and I will give the carcases of the host of the
Philistines this day unto the fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts
of the earth; that all the earth may know that there is a God in
Israel" (1 Sam. xvii. 45, 46).
" We need not fly, we need not fear,
Since He Who reigns above,
.In all our conflicts will be near
The people of His love.
" Our foes are strong, and many too,
Yet why these doubts and fears 1
For while we keep our Lord in view,
Our strength is more than theirs.
" If thus we face the adverse pow'rs,
If thus we meet the strife,

The victory will then be ours,
And ours a crown of life."-Kelly.
2. It is a victory which may be. largely expected now.

Temporary defeats may be met with. The recorded failures
and sins of God's saints, both in the Old Testament and in the New,
as well as our own personal experience in the great conflict in which
we are engaged, all tend to show that" In many things we offend
all," and that therefore our spiritual enemies gain temporary
advantages over us. Nevertheless, the children of God may
expect victory even now.
First, they may expect victory over the devil.
We are bidden to resist this great enemy of our souls, and to give
him no place. "The devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: whom resist stedfast in the faith."
" Neither give place to the devil" (1 Pet. v. 8, 9; Eph. iv. 27). A
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firm resistance to his subtle temptations issues in his flight. "Resist the devil, and he will flee from you" (James iv. 7). There were
those who overcame the power of Satan in apostolic days. The
Apostle John writes,." I have written unto you, young men, because
ye are strong, and the Word of God abideth in you, and ye have
overcome the wicked one" (l John ii. 14). They were" strong in
the Lord and in the power of His might." They grasped "the
sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God," and hence they
overcame the wicked one. So we read of those who "overcame
him (Satan) by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their
testimony" (Rev. xii. 11). By His blood they were justified, and
on that ground they could stand against Satan's charges and
accusations. By His blood they entered into the holiest and
obtained grace to help them in time of temptation. We, too, may
expect victory over our great enemy. Clothed with the whole
armour of God we shall be "able to stand against the wiles of the
devil." Protected by the shield of faith we shall be "able to
quench all the fiery darts of the wicked" (Eph. vi. 11, 16). In his
valuable book, "The Satan of Scripture," the esteemed Editor of
this MAGAZINE well says, "We have to do, and daily to do, with a
monster, a living monster of evil. . . . Is there not a cause, then,
for the sacred exhortation-' Put on the whole armour of God ' .~
Blessed be God, there is a shield for every dart that Satan can cast
at the saints, and that shield is the faith of God's elect. Let all
who are afraid of Satan and his wiles put on this whole armour of
God. It is found in the person and work of a precious Christ.
There only is an answer for every accusation the adversary can
bring against the believer. The blcod of the Lamb and His
righteousness meet all the demerit and guilt the enemy of the
trembling sinner's heart can point at. There in Christ Jesus is
perfection, completeness, salvation, to which the finger of humble
faith may defiantly point him when ~e comes into the sin-troubled
conscience, and whispers, 'Where is now thy God ~' There, in
Christ, and only there, are safety and rest from the troubler of
Israel-there, and only there, is found the tempted soul's right to
expect victory over sin, the world, and the terrible one" (pages
66, 67).
Secondly, they may expect victory over the world. That foe has
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already been conquered by the Captain of our salvation. He says,
" In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I
have overcome the world" (John xvi. 33). Thus we are dealing
with a conquered foe, and if He Who overcame the world is with us,
we, too, shall overcome by faith in His power. Accordingly we
read, "Whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this
is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. Who is
he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is
the Son of God? " (1 John v. 4, 5.)
Thirdly, they ma,y expect victory over the flesh.
By the indwelling power of the Spirit they resist the temptations
of the flesh. It is through the Spirit that they are enabled to
mortify the deeds of the body, and to those who "walk in the
Spirit" the promise is given, " Ye shall not £ulfil the lust of the
flesh" (Rom. viii. 13; Gal. v. 16).
Fourthly, they may expect victory over false teachers.
In apostolic times many false prophets had gone out into the
world. False prophets are now spreading and inculcating doctrines
contrary to God's Word, and our Lord forewarns His people that,
" There shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew
great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they
shall deceive the very elect." If we are proof against these false
teachers it is because of the presence of the Spirit-God the Holy
Ghost-in our hearts. " Ye are of God, little children, and have
overcome them: because greater is He That is in you, than he that
is in the world" (1 John iv. 1, 4).
3. It is a victory which will be full and complete lwreafter.
The campaign may be long, the conflict severe, but final victory
is sure. It is the predestined purpose of God that all His and the
Church's enemies shall be overthrown. The doom of Satan and all
whom he inspires is certain. "The God of peace shall bruise Satan
under your feet shortly" (!'tom. xvi. 20). The beast and the
kings of the earth may gather together to make war against J ehovah
and His Anointed One, but the beast and the false prophet are both
to be " cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone," and
the remnant are to be slain with the sword of Him That sat upon
the horse (Rev. xix. 19-21). Satan himself may go forth as a last
final effort among men to deceive the nations which are in the four
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quarters of the earth, but he will be " cast into the lake of fire and
brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, alllr shall be
tormented day and night for ever and ever."
Death, too, is to be cast into the lake of fire, and all who are not
found written in the Book of Life shall also be cast into that same
lake of fire. These are indeed solemn statements. We write
them with all tenderness of heart. May the mention of such
solemn realities be a means of awakening some who may still be
dead in sin and led captive by the devil! But while Satan's doom
and the doom of the impenitent is clearly revealed in the Scriptures
of truth, complete victory and blessedness are to be the portion of
God's beloved, chosen and redeemed people. Believers who have
died in the Lord are to be raised incorruptible, and those who are
living when the Lord comes are to be changed. "This corruptible
must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on i=ortality."
" Then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is
swallowed up in victory. 0 death, where is thy sting ~ 0 grave,
where is thy victory ~ The sting of death is sin; and the strength
of sin is the law. But thanks be to God Which giveth us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Cor. xv. 52-57). God Himself
shall wipe away all tears from the eyes of His people, and " there
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall
there be any more pain." For this glorious consummation we wait
and long.
" Thy saints in all this glorious war
Shall conquer, though they're slain;
They see the triumph from afar,
And shall with Jesus reign.
" When that illustrious day shall rise,
And all Thine armies shine
In robes of victory through the skies,
The glory shall be Thine! "-TValts.

Bath.

THOMAS HOUGHTON.

YOD may have the water of the Spirit poured upon you in sanctification, though not the oil of gladness in assurance; there may be
the faith of adherence, and not of evidence. There may be life in
the root when there is no fruit on the branches to be seen; so, faith
in the spirit when no fruit of assurance.-Thomas TValson.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" And, behold, there arose a great tempest in the sea, insomuch that the
ship was covered with the waves: but He was asleep. And His
disciples came to Him, and awoke Him, saying, Lord, save us : we
perish. And He saith unto them, Why are ye fearful, 0 ye of little
faith? Then He arose, and rebuked the winds and the' sea,. and
there was a great calm. "-MATTHEW viii. 24--26.
" AND, behold, there arose a great tempest in the sea, insomuch that
the ship was covered with the waves." The" ship" was probably
an open boat carrying sails, and "the sea" was the inland Sea of
Tiberias or Galilee, which is about fifteen miles in length and about
seven in breadth, and through which pass the waters of the Jordan in
its course to the Dead Sea. The steep and rocky surroundings of the
lake lend themselves to violent storms, which beat down in their fury
upon it. What sacred associations are here! What hallowed waters,
which bare upon their calm, or again their furious, waves that" most
precious freightage-the incarnate Son of God"! From a little ship
He would preach to the multitudes on the shore, and when He would
betake Himself from them, He would" pass over unto the other side"
with His chosen few. On these waters He bid the zealous Peter come
to Him, and raised him when in fear he had begun to sink. On the
shores He had awaited His toiling disciples' return, with a fire of coals,
and fish laid thereon. Many a hallowed story is associated with that
Galilean lake. On the occasion of our text, it was He-their Lord and
Master-Who had first entered the ship, followed by His disciples.
Had they thought, had they known, they might have remembered
that this very fact showed that no harm could possibly reach them.
Where He leads and His children follow, there can not be anything
else but good. And "e are like those dear disciples of old-so ready
to follow Jesus, and so soon forgetting Him; so brave in times of
peace, so full of fears when the storm comes.
We read: "The ship was covered with the waves." "The waves
beat into the ship, so that it was now full," tells lIiark, whilst the third
Evangelist adds, " They were in jeopardy."
And He was asleep! Oh! what a word is this! Jesus - the
Maker of heaven and earth-to Whom all things are subject, to 'Whom
all principalities and powers must bow, is asleep, in the calm composure
of unhurried majesty. Nothing disturbs Him. "All things wait His
word." Oh, could we but believe these precious truths when the
storm is breaking over us, when the waves of care and trouble, sorrow
and anguish, threaten to capsize our frail bark, and we see naught but
angry lashing waves, dark clouds ov~rhead, and death threatening us
and ours! And He asleep! Yet not in indifference nor unconcern.
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"Why, my soul, so sad and fearful,
Crossing life's dark ocean tide?
\Yhy that upward eye so tearful?
Christ is sleeping by thy side I
"Tho' the storm and tossing billow
Seem the only presence near,
Cl1rist is nearer, on a pillow

Sleeping by thee--wherefore fear?
"Wakes the storm ?-It is to try thee I
Sleeps the Christ ?-'tis for thy sake 1
Let thy heart but feel Him nigh thee,
Lift thy voice-and He'll awake I
U

He'll awake, and wind and ocean

Soon shall bow before His will,
All thy weary heart's emotion
Hushed before His 'Peace, be still.' "
Asleep He was, but was He unmindful? Did He not care? Was
He not swift to arise and quell the fears of His servants and hush the
angry waves? Did they perish? Were their fears realized? How
could they be, when Omnipotence was with them in the boat. And
how can you, dear reader, or I, suffer shipwreck with" Christ in our
vessel"? :1Iiay we not rather" smile at the storm." May He grant
us faith so to do, whatever our storm be.
He was asleep. It was but to try His dear disciples' faith, and test
their trust in His" all power." They had nowhere else to look. They
had seen some of His wonder· working skill before. They were cast off
all creature help and driven to cry to the only One Who could help
them-" Lord, save us: we perish." And was He deaf to their cry?
Did He remain asleep, unheedful of their distress? Far from it I
He arose and rebuked the winds and waves, and ended the alarm of
His companions. "And He saith unto them, Why are ye fearful, 0
ye of little faith? Then He arose, and rebuked the winds and the sea;
and there was a great calm." Calm and peace must always and at
once be restored when Jesus speaks.
On another occasion the holy Son of Man had sent away the multitudes and gone" up into a mountain apart to pray," having told His
disciples "to go before Him unto the other side." "But the
ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with waves: for the wind
was contrary." Tossing billows, angry waves, and contrary winds
are always our experience, dear child of God, when" an absent God
we mourn." And this the disciples proved while Jesus was absent
from them. But" in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto
them, walking on the sea." Omnipotence could tread those stormy
waves. Omniscience knew they needed Him, and Omnipresence
revealed Himself to them. And a present Jesus made all the difference.
"Be of good cheer; it is I "-the great I AM-" be not afraid."
" And when they "-Peter and the Lord-" were come into the ship,
the wind ceased."
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" , Who is this That calms the ocean?
Thus they cried, who were on board,
I

When they saw the wild commotion
Cease, as Jesus spake the word;

When the sudden calm they saw,
Wonder filled their minds,eand awe.
"He Who bids the tempest riot
On the deep, and makes it swell,
He alone the storm can quiet,
Saying to it, 'Peace, be 8vill ,--

He, Whose power to all gives birthAll in heaven and all on earth.
"He ,"Vha calms the sea when raging,
Stills the tumult of the son I ;
By His word the storm assnagingStorms too furious to control;

But He binds them in His hand,
And they cease at His command."

And every trouble in which you, dear reader, and I are plunged will
sooner or later be hushed into a great calm. He will arise with His
Peace, be still, and the angry waves will cease their fury and resume their
placidity.. What manner of Man is this 1 Ah, what indeed! Who am
11 Sinful dust and ashes, beneath the claim of notice, unworthy of the
glance of His holy eye or thought from His pure heart. And yet so
it is that I am the subject of His unceasing care and the object of His
unchangeable love! Well may the adoring heart cry out, What manner
of Man is this, Who does thus for His unworthy child!
" Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us,
that we should be called the sons of God." And with such manner of
love He freely gives us all things. It is wonderful love. It passeth
knowledge-it is beyond our ken-but it is because He is God. And
that love is Divine, and knows no variableness, neither shadow of
turning
" My soul through many changes goes,
His love no variation knows."

Brethren, what can we say to these things 1 "If God be for us,
who can be against us 1" True, the heart constantly needs a renewal
and reviving, and we are constantly sinking. "Hope deferred maketh
the heart sick," and the prolongation of a peculiar trial, the constant
recurring attacks of the enemy, great fight of afflictions, make the
child of God weary of conflict and fearful of after all being overcome
by the enemy. But the Holy Spirit comes, renews, revives, and
restores; reminds of past deliverances; brings some Gospel word to
light, and all is well. Holpen with a little help, on we go again, taking
courage from the remembrance of former lovingkindnesses, earlier
blessings, and the promise" I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee."
So we have no cause for distress, no real ground for fear.

a
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Awful as the War in all its aspects is-a veritable field of bloodyet the heart is reminded that the Lord is Governor and His Name is
excellent in all the earth. The barbarous wholesale wreckage of life
at sea makes one's heart sink unutterably, yet we remember "The
sea is His, and He made it," and He knows" whatsoever passeth
through the paths of the sea." In that day, when the sea shall give
up her dead, and many crowns adorn the mighty Victor's brow, then
from its ocean bed many a jewel, many a ransomed soul, will rise to
the Father's kingdom "prepared" for it "from the foundation of
the world."
Jesus has all power. He can make the wrath of man to praise
Him, and restrain the remainder. He, Who had but to speak and
there was" a great calm," is waiting. He is waiting until all things
are put under Him, until that day when He shall tread every enemy
beneath His feet and shall reign the Mighty Conqueror over death,
hell, and the grave, every enemy being destroyed. Over the stormy
waters, over life's tempestuous sea, in a voice such as you, beloved,
and I have never yet heard, of sweet melodious sound, will He say
the words, " Rise up, My love, My fair one, and come away."
No more storms! No more waves of care! No more unrest!·
Not another fear! But a sea of glass-unruffled, unutterable peace.
Then.. When we stand with Christ in glory,
Looking o'er life's finished story,
Then, Lord, shall I fully kuow,
Not till then, llOW much I owe."
May He speak His" Peace, be still," even now to troubled hearts,
and bring His tempest-tossed children to rest in " a great calm" of
soul as they remember that their Anchor holds within the veil, that
their Forerunner is for them entered, and how they.. Who in the Lord confide, who shelter in His riven side,
Shall see the danger overpast, ride every storm, aud live at last."
From her death-bed a former beloved correspondent of the GOSPEL
:M:AGAZINE, who wrote under the initials" E. W.," penned a precious
letter to her friend and helper in the Lord, " G. C." She testified to
the ever-watchful care and unchangeable faithfulness of her Covenant
God, Whom but a brief while afterwards she was to see face to face.
She enclosed the following lines, the production of her own pen, and
they are so in keeping with my subject, that dear Readers will need
no apology for their inclusion in this article.
U

IT IS I j BE NOT AFRAID."

"'Vhen walking o'er the sea of life,
With all its turmoil, noise, and strife,

Then Jesus lends His ready aid,
And says, "Tis I;' be not afraid.'
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.. But first the cry must issue forth,
(Our vain attempts are nothing worth)
'Lord, save I we perish '.-At the word
We see a hand-' It is the Lord.'

.. Then mildly chiding, Jesus saith:
'Why doubt, 0 thou of little faith? '
Though sinking, He will not npbraid,
But says, "Tis I; be not afraid.'

... Nor billows high, nor storms that lower,
Shall keep Me from thee in the hour
I hear thy call; I'll lend My aid,
F or .. It'18 I j b e no t af ral'd"
.
I

"

R.
AN EXTRACT.

"Sabbath Evening, January 23rd, 1774 :-When I began family
worship this forenoon, with singing at the beginning of Psalm ciii., in
our ordinary course, I was very much impressed with it, that my dear
and heavenly brother. Mr. McPhail, had begun his everlasting song
with Christ in Paradise. The impression became stronger in time of
prayer, and upon retiring after worship I could not help breaking out
into a flood of tears, and sighs, and plaints, and sorrows, for my
sweetest, dearest, and most precious friend; not for himself, but for
my own great and, in appearance, irreparable loss, and for the loss to
his family, flock, and the Church of Christ-yet could not conclude
absolutely that he was gone.
"Tuesday, 25th :-Received the mournful news of what was so
strongly impressed on my anxious mind Sabbath morning, namely,
the much-to-be-Iamented death of the most eminently pious, zealous,
active, laborious minister of Christ I ever saw, the most lovely living
image of his adorable Lord and Master that ever I was acquainted
with. ,Alas! a brave standard-bearer, a great prince, is fallen in
Israel-a blank, a breach made on this declining Church, and in this
poor corner in particular, the sorest, the most affecting, the most
afllicting I ever saw of the kind. Help, Lord! for the Godly man
ceaseth; for the faithful fail frofm among the children of men. Lord,
sanctify this mournful breach to his family and flock, to me, to mine,
to all; and, Lord, repair it iu due time of Thy rich grace and infinite
mercy. Amen."-Frorn the Diary 0/ James Caldel, Minister 0/
Croy.
IT is a blessed thing to have the Covenant to fly to in all times of
straits and troubles;" there is always an anchot-hold of hope there.
God has engaged Himself to do His people good; and it is time for Him
to work when the enemy exalts himself. We may plead God's promise
and the enemy's power too; both are a ground of hope to a believer
in Jesus.-John Hill (1711-1746).
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THE PORTRAIT.
THE UTE REV. ROBERT HAWKER, D.D.
IN connection with the recently celebrated 250th Anniversary of
the Consecration of Charles Church, Plymouth, we have much pleasure
in presenting our Readers with a Portrait and Facsimile Signature of
the graciously great DOCTOR ROBERT HAWKER, who for nearly fifty
years, first as Curate, then as Vicar, ministered in that Church the
glorious Gospel of the sovereign grace of our God.
As the Author of "The Poor Man's Morning and Evening POltions,"
and other sound experimental writings, DOCTOR HAWKER'S name is
a household word among the Truth-loving Readers of THE GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, who will therefore welcome the appended article by our
valued contributor, Miss R. Cowell, furnishing as it does much of
interest concerning that eminent Minister of the Eighteenth Century.
For the admirable Portrait and the Autograph, we are indebted to
the esteemed Secretary of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society.
THE EDITOR.
THE 250TH ANNIVERSARY OF CHARLES CHURCH,
PLYMOUTH.
A VERY interesting event recently took place at Plymouth, when on
September 2nd, the present Vicar of Charles Church, the Rev. J. P.
Baker, observed the 250th Anniversary of the Consecration of that
sacred edifice. A small handbook has been published for the occasion
by Messrs. Underhill & Co., which gives a record of all the Incumbents
since the Consecration in 1665, and which no doubt forms very interesting reading to those who have known the Church.
But my purpose in writing this article is to bring before the Readers
d the MAGAZINE some of the more recent and familiar names, revered
and beloved as they are for the means of grace their writings and
ministry have been to many-'I refer to the honoured names of Hawker
and Doudney.
l'he Illustrated Western Weekly News gives much of interest surrounding the Church. It tells how" it was on September 2nd, 1665, that
Dr. Seth Ward, the Bishop of Exeter, consecrated the' Church of
Plymouth called Charles,' " and that until that time there had been
but one Church there. Much interesting matter is given in tracing
the history of this famous Church during the 250 years of its standing.
" Mr. Baker has found out all he could about the Vicars who succeeded
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Mr. Francis Porter," and a list of their names is given. "Porter died
on New Year's Day, 1673. But' our greatest Vicar,' to use Mr. Baker's
phrase, was Robert Hawker," and as this article continues we shall
hope to give some interesting details in connection with that eminent
servant of Christ.
Let us for the moment concentrate our interest on the auspicious
day-September 2nd-which brought together a large number of
friends-old friends, former Vicars, and Cumtes, and Workers.
Among those whom the Vicar, the Rev. J. P. Baker, had the pleasure
of welcoming were Canon Chapman, Prebendary Howard, the Rev.
S. Thelwall, the Rev. Isaac Hawker, the Rev. G. B. Berry, the Rev.
w. Vicars, and the Rev. Dr. Lemon.
The name of Hawker draws us naturally to give preference to the
address by the Rev. Isaac Hawker, the esteemed grandson of the
beloved Dr. Hawker. And dear Mr. Hawker is well known and rightly
beloved "s a true servant of Jesus Christ, a worthy follower of his
saintly grandfather, and as also for his untiring ministerial labours at
St. Mary-Ie-Port, Bristol, during the long illness of the dear Rector.
In writing of the recent Anniversary, lli. Hawker says: "It was
a very large gathering on the previous day and many brief speeches
were made by former Curates-I came among them. I spoke of the
great interest I felt in the Church for the following reasons: (1) My
dear mother as a young woman became settled in the faith in Charles;
(2) I was converted in the Church; (3) I buried my sainted grandfather
in the Church; (4) I was Curate for some years. My grandfather
first introduced Sunday Schools into Plymouth. He founded the
Penitentiary, and acted as Chaplain to the Citadel. On the 2nd of
September were special Services, and the Bishop of Exeter preached
in the evening. On the 3rd Prebendary Howard delivered a Co=union Address, and the Lord's Supper was partaken of afterwards."
In the evening Mr. Hawker preached from Luke xxii. 19, and after
referring to the unique occasion of their heing gathered together, and
shown how the word C01n7nunion was an important one, said: "Hence
we would learn its nature. It was specially ordained by Christ Him·
self as a means. It was His prerogative, and the duty of the Church
of Christ is to obey her Lord's co=and. It is not to make any new
sacrament which has no spiritual or internal grace. 'Holy Communion ' maintains, if not produces, co=union with each other as
members of one Family, and with the Father, the Giver of the' Bread'
which gives life. 'The Holy Eucharist' is nowhere found in the
Bible. .Man's invention tends to set aside the Lord's institution and
produce cliscord. The words of a dying friend are treasured up and
obeyed.
" The Auth01· (and this will characterize it) was the Lord Jesus.
There was intense simplicity (as in all His mimcles), but what
importance, connected with His death! which points out His incarnation, life, and death by which sin was put away. And this
ordinance speaks of all the blessings which were the purchase price
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of this life and death, Christ the Head now in heaven is ill. touch with
us on earth: What is 80 social on' earth as a mea) 1 'The Lord instituted this ordinance, and surely, ought He not to be obeyed, and
sought for in this sacrament 1 If the substance is wanting, what
satisfaction have we 1 If the head of the feast is absent (1 Sam. xvi.
11), what joy can there be to the guests 1 His presence in heaven
gives His people foretaste and reality.
.
" The time. It was the night before His sufferings. It was the
antitype of the Passover. How sweet after the day's duties and toil
to spend a little time in co=union with Him Who has overcome the
world.
" The ordinance sets forth the nature and character of His death.
And Jesus' took bread,' showing it was absolutely necessary to them
for daily food. The manna was sufficient for everyone, and to ask
for more was a sin. He gave them broken bread, representing that
His body was to be broken for them. 'The cup is the new testament
in My blood which is shed for you.' It was not then shed, hence it
was typical. So in its reception. He did eat but not drink with them.
Why 1 Verses 16-18; John iv. 34. What did our Lord drink 1
John iv. 7; xviii. 11, and Matt. xxvii. 34. And He gives His children
the cup of salvation, the purchase of His blood. Shall we not 'do
this in remembrance of Him ' 1 Remember Him and His work."
,
Such is a brief outline of doubtless a helpful and spiritual discourse
by MI·. Hawker, who has kindly allowed me to make use of his notes.
And I am sure the Readers of the MAGAZINE will rejoice that Mr.
Hawker, who is the oldest Curate of Charles Church living, has been
allowed the joy of seeing the old Church of his youth packed from
end to end and a hearty service in which all joined, and of once more
standing up in the pulpit so memorable for the Gospel of the grace of
God, to declare his Master's message.
"
R. 'COWELL.
(To be continued.)
CHRIST'S first coming was the expectation of nations, His next is
the expectation of Christians. "Look up, and lift up your heads,
for your redemption draweth nigh" (Luke xxi. 28). Our eyes are
still dropping in this valley of tears; but we look for the precious beams
of the Sun of Mercy, That shall dry them up. No Jew did ever more
earnestly wish for the Jubilee; no stranger so longs to be at home; no
overladen soul so groaneth for ease; no soldier so heartily contendeth
to have his wars determined with conquest, as the saints expect the
promise of the coming of Jesus Christ. It is the strength of their
hopes, the sweet object of their faith, in the midst of all sorrows;
the comfort of their hearts, the heart of their comforts, the encouragement of their wearied spirits, the life of their encouraged souls, the
continual period and shutting up of their prayers. "Come, Lord
Jesus, come quickly. Amen."-Adams.
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AT THE DOOR.
NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED AT OLD HILL, STAFFORDSHIRE,
REV. JAMES ORMISTON, AS VICAR OF THAT PARISH, 181'9.

BY

THE

" Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear My voice, and
open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and
he with Me."-REvELATION iii. 20.
WORDS are these of mercy, and also of judgment. By Him Who walks
among " the golden candlesticks "-the Churches-were they spoken.
"These thiJ,lgs saith the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness."
The slothful, slumbering, lukewarm Laodicean Church first heard our
text. But it has a voice for Christian men and women in all time.
For no state of soul is so tempting, nor any so common, as that referred
to in this Scripture. "Thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with
goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art
wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked." Remember, I beg you, dear people, our text has to do, not with dead professors,
but with lukewarm believers in Christ. It is language spoken, not
to those who never tasted of the saving grace of God, but to saved
souls, who are wrapped in spiritual sleep. No question is here of the
love of Christ, for the verse, just before, says: "As many as I love,
I rebuke and chasten." Rebuke and chastisement, then, underlie
our text. May we, to·day, have an ear to hear " what the Spirit".
herein " saith to the Churches."
Christ ever plainly warns ere He smites. Does He bid His three
Apostles tarry and watch with Him in Gethsemane 1 They fall
asleep. How gently do His rebukes increase in force, till the sharpest
comes at last: "Sleep on now, and take your Test: behold, the hour
is at hand, and the Son of man is betrayed into the hands of sinners."
Does the Church of the Laodiceans receive the glorious Gospel, with
all its privileges and responsibilities 1 Is it the command of the
Master-" Occupy till I come" 1 Instead of occupying or trading
with the Gospel and with the grace of God, granted to them (as indiyiduals), they congratulate one another in a spirit of religious sufficiency,
they provide pillows for sloth, and soon feel indisposed for the selfdenial and activities of the warfare inseparable from a faithful witness·
ship in Christ's cause.
Let us observe well the very first note of rebuke which falls from
the lips of the unsleeping Head of the Church. "Behold!" saith He
-as though He sounded forth the awakening blast of the resurrection
trump-" Behold! ye false and fallen ones who bear My colours but
deny My Name-Behold! awake! and be ashamed! "
. "I stand at the door "-at the closed door. Alas! what sight is
more pitiable than that of a quickened son of God with his eyes closed,
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his hands folded, and all his spiritual energies unbent under the influence
of Satan's baleful narcotic-the Devil's sleeping-draught---" Ye have.
need of nothing"! Such was Christian Laodicea's state of heart
when Christ stood at the door. Such, alas! is the state of only too
many in our professing Christian denominations 1800 years later!
'rhis condition of spiritual being is, I am confident, in these days of
fleshly religionism and of unmeaning generalities in matters of faith
and doctrine one of the most common, and one concerning which we
need examine oUl"selves most jealously. Mark, now, well the fact,
my hearers, that Christ the Great Searcher of hearts is " at the door."
Your door and mine are no barriers to His all-penetrating eye. It
may be, indeed, He has long stood at the door, and neither that truth
in itself, nor His awakening" Behold," has convinced our dormant
consciences. We still are spiritually deceiving ourselves with the
belief-" I am rich, I have need of nothing; I have faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ, what lack I yet 1" If so, then see, He adds-" I
stand at 'the door, and knock"! Power belongs unto Him Who says
" Behold," and Who stands at the closed door of the lukewarm,
slumbering heart. Remember that every succeeding ordinance His
providence sets before you, fellow-believer, is, substantially, another
loving token that He stands at the door of your drowsy, unspiritual
heart. Each Gospel Sermon, each Prayer Meeting, Bible Class, Lord's
Supper, is a prolonged proof that our text is true-" Behold, I stand
at the door, and knock."
Let me again affectionately and earnestly impress upon every
believer in this congregation that both my Divine Master and His
ambassador to-day are dealing, not with the dead, but wit.h the livingwith the conscience of the living. That this is so may he seen in the
words-" If any man hear My voice, and open the door." To" open"
is the act of one who is spiritually in life. But there may be existence,
or life, and yet sleep, or inactivity. To the sleeping ones (whose
consciences, then, awake under a sense of their wretched declension)
comes the accusation, as it did to J onah of old-" What meanest
thou, 0 sleeper 1 Arise, call upon thy God." Is it a present duty,
or a present privilege to which the Lord calls His slothful servant 1
Though the sleep has been long and the affections have grown very
cold, even then where there is a gracious readiness shown by the backslider to "open the door," the long-suffering One will "come in to
him." "Draw nigh to God" in repentant grief, and He will draw
nigh to thee, poor erring believer, in abounding mercy. Yes," I will
sup with him, and he with Me." There shall be a season of spiritual
joy hetween the Bridegroom and the Bride-the soul and the Saviour.
The heart so long cold in His service, so dead in His worship, so
indifferent to His favours, now awakened to realize how the Spirit
has been grieved, will pour itself out in willing obedience. Every
word of Truth will be accounted as sweeter than the honeycomb.
Every ordinance of the Gospel will be thankfully waited upon. Jesus
will be sought for in every daily event, and acknowledged in every
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act of duty. His glory, and not self-interest, will be the aim and end!
of each performance.
Beloved in Christ, has this subject no appeal to any of us 1 Are
our consciences easy and free 1 Alas! if our eyes are still closed
to the fact that, as a Church, we put little honour on some of those
blessed ordinances which the loving Redeemer has provided for our
souls! Once more He has spread amongst us His table, and by that
act of gracious favour He pleads with those of Laodicea-with thoseQf His disciples who are pillowed on the false belief, " I have need of
nothing." By these few warning words this morning He once more·
utters another "Behold!" Oh, that the Spirit of power may be
pleased to constrain some sleeper to arise from his slothful slumbers,
and with a trembling hand to stretch forth his fingers unto the" handle
of the lock." Oh! that some who have often heard His voice in,
the ordinances but have sat still and drawn not nigh unto the door,
may gratefully this day bid welcome to Him Who waits .to bless.
" I will come in to him, and sup with him, and he with Me."
NOTES OF A SERMON
PREACHED AT STRETTEN-EN-LE-FIELD CHURCH, ASHBY'DE-LA-ZOUCH,
AUGUST 29TH, 1915. BY THE REV. WILLIAM LUSH, A.K.C., RECTOR.

" But now thus saith the Inrd That lYreated thee, 0 Jacob, and He That
formed thee, 0 Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have
called thee by thy name: thou art Mine. When thou passest through
the waters, I will be with thee: and through the rivers, they shall'
not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not
be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. For I am theInrd thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour: I gave Egypt
for thy rans(}ln, Ethiopia and Seba for thee. Since thou wa.st
preeiou.s in My sight, thou hast bren honourable, and I have loved'
thee."-ISAIAH xliii. 1--4.
MAY the words of our text this morning be found as " grace to help in
time of need" to any of my hearers who can enter into the experience
of the hymn," Ye pilgrims of Zion, and chosen of God,
Whose spirits are filled with dismay."
For they are prefaced with a "Thus saith the Lord," and end with
" I have loved thee." And if the Spirit of God is graciously pleased
to apply them, they will be found as " cold water to a thirsty sou!."
Notice in the first place, the character spoken of who had the
twofold name of J acob, and Israel: the first referring to his earthly
origin as a fallen sinner, being J acob the supplanter (Gen. xxvii. 36),
and the worm (Isa. xli. 14); the second to his heavenly calling as a
prince who had power with God and with man, and prevailed
(Gen. =xii. 28). By this second name he was amongst those of
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whom we read: "This people, have I formed for Mys.elf; they, shall
'llhew forth My praise" (Isa. xliii: 21).
,
,',
'
,
, The expressiv~ " Fear not" is one so frequently used in the Wora
that it shows the slavish fears to which God's children are very ofteJ;1
liable, and which can be removed only by the power of Him Whq
said even to Abraham, "Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield"
(Gen. xv. 1).
The knowledge of an interest in redemption is God's way of frequently removing this state of bondage to which the people of God
are so subject and wlllch so often calls forth the Psalmist:;; cry, " Say
unto my soul, I am thy salvation." We need continually to grasp
what is involved in redemption, which is neither more nor less than
the full payment" of the required price, and release or deliverance as
the result.
This knowledge is the groundwork of the words, "Sing, 0 ye heavens;
for the Lord hath done it . . . for the Lord hath redeemed Jacob,
and glorified Himself in Israel" (Isa. xliv. 23). The value of this
redemption consists in the fact that we are not redeemed with corruptible things as silver and gold, but with the precious blood of Christ
(1 Peter i. 18).
Well may the poet say:"When to me that blood's applied,
'Tis then it does me good."
" I have called thee by thy na.me." This is none other than the name
spoken of in Isa. Ixii. 4: "Thou shalt be called Hephzi·bah," that
is, as it is in the margin, " My delight is in her"; and this is being
called by that new name which the mouth of the Lord shall name
(Isa. Ixii. 2).
" Thou art Mine." Here is Covenant possession, for we are not
()ur own, but are bought with a price; and hence the words of the
Saviour in the beautiful prayer of Joh1\ xvii, 10: "All Mine are 'I:hine,
and Thine are Mine; and I am glorified in them." They were His
by the Father's gift (John xvii. 6), and also by the purchase of His
blood (1 Peter i. 18, 19).
Verse 2. Viewed literally, this verse must be taken in connectio!1
with the passage of Israel through the Red Sea (Heb. xi. 29) and
represent spiritually those bitt!'r watel'S of trouble through which a
believer has to pass and which are well illustrated in the case of Naomi,
who was constrained to say, " Call me not Naomi, call me )\'lara: for
the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me" (Ruth i. 20, 21);
for in some way or other the Lord will always first empty those wholJl
He is about to fill. with the fulness of God, and each heart knoweth
its own bitterness. But though heaviness may endure for a night" Joy in the morning shall snrely abound, '
For no shadow of turning in Jesus is fonnd."
•
He never fails His people Who has said: "Fear thou not; for I am
with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen
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thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right
hand of My righteousness" (Isa. xli. 10). So that we may well lay
claim to Him as our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
And many a dear child of God has fuIly proved the truth of those
comforting words:" The sonl that on Jesus hath leaned for repose,
He will not, He will not desert to his foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavour to shake,
Jehovah will never, no, never forsake 1"
"Rivers." When Israel was carried captive, they declared of themselves under the desertion which they experienced in leaving the land
of their fathers: "By the rivers of Babylon there we sat down; yea,
we wept, when we remembered Zion. We hanged our harps upon
the wilIows in the midst thereof" (Psa. cxx.wii. I, 2). This is the
state of one under soul desertion, who has often found comfort from
the cheering lines of Toplady :"Your harps, ye trembling saints,
Down from the willows take;
Loud to the praise of Love Divine,
Bid every string awake."

For instead of being drowned in the waters, the soul has found in the
past what he will realize when he comes to the Jordan of death, that" His grace shall to the end
Stronger and brighter shine,
Nor present things. nor things to come,
Shall quench the spark Divine."
And as by means of the Ark the children of Israel got safely ,over
that Jordan which overfloweth all her banks at the time of harvest,
so shall the presence of Him of Whom the Ark was a type, convey
everyone of His children safely to the Home which Jesus has gone to
prepare.
" When thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned.. neither
shall the flame kindle upon thee." So, literaIly, found the three Hebrew
worthies, and that because of the presence of Him Who is described
as the Son of God (Dan. iii. 25). And while this fire may spirituaIly
represent the persecutions through which God's children all down
the ages have had to pass, their love of the Truth has been so burned
'into them that no fire of man's kindling can ever burn it out. So
that" Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake:
for their's is the kingdom of heaven."
,
" lam the Lord thy God." Here is sweet Covenant relationship,
and this knowledge is the desire of every living soul who feels the
truth of the words:-,
" Oh I could I say•• The Lord is mine',
'Tis all,my soul desires."
·This, though ,it may be seldom realized, is the blessed standing of
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even the babe in grace, and is the faithful promise of a faithful God,
even to those who can aspire no higher than the words:.. Those feeble desires, those- wishes so weak,
'Tia Jesus inspires, and bids you still seek."
For He has never said to the seed of Jacob, .. Seek ye Me in vain " ;
and the life of God in the soul of man is seen by the unextinguished
desire to feel" Who loved me, and gave Himself for me."
" I gave Egypt for thy ransom." This was literally fulfilled when
Egypt's king with his chosen chariots and horsemen, who were pursuing
God's people with a lrigh hand, sank like lead in the mighty waters,
and fulfilled God's promise: "The Egyptians whom ye have seen
to-day, ye shall see them again no more for ever. The Lord shall
fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace."
Now turn to Israel in another part of their history. When
Sennacherib had them almost in his grip, and fear filled their hearts,
two things caused him to retire from what appeared a certain conquest. First, the angel of death spread his wings and destroyed
185,000 Assyrians; and secondly, he heard a rumour that Tirhakah,
king of Ethiopia, was come out to fight against him (Isa. xxxvii. 9).
So marvellously and often unexpectedly does the Lord appear for
His people when He seeth that their power is gone, and that there is
none shut up or left.
" Since thou wast precious." These are " the precious sons of Zion,
comparable to fine gold" (Lam. iv. 2), who have been chosen in
Christ and are brought by Divine grace under the Spirit's teaching.
They are precious in their life, precious in their death, for" Precious
in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints." And they will
be precious to Him to all eternity, for they are the jewels of which
He has said: .. They shall be Mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that
day when I make up ~fy special treasure" (Mal. iii. 17, margin).
And so, as the children taught of God, they are spoken of as honourable, because they seek the honour that cometh from God only
(John v. 44). Such was Jabez, of whom we read (1 Chron. iv. 9)
that he was more honourable than his brethren, and called upon the
God of Israel for spiritual blessings, and God granted him that which
he requested.
" I have loved thee." And that with an everlasting love (Jer. xxxi.
3). Thus drawn to Him Who has said, " I, if I be lifted up, will draw
all unto Me," they shall each be made to endorse the words :.. Loved with an everlasting love,
With love to Thee I'd burn;
Chosen in Christ ere time be~au,
I'd choose Thee in return.'
Dear hCllorers, may this blessed and rich experience be yours an~
mine, -and fit us for singing that .sweetest song, "Unto ,Him. That
loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own brood, arid hat4
made us kings and priests unto God and His Father; to H~ be
glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen."
-

.,no-_'
......

TM. ·..G.ospd",Magazin'e

: ' "TIlE RANG]: OF TllE' :MOUNTAINS," "., ~ l r " '
.
" The ra71{je of the'mauntains is his'pasture, a1ul he sea1'cheth after every
,
,green thing."-JOB xxxix. 8.'
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JE!WYAH, in His conaesc~';ding'expostulation ~th 'His afflicted child
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and sel'Vant Job, brings to his view and consideration 'some of the
marvellous works of His creation' power, wisdom, and goodness, to
instruct thereby and humble him in His sight, and that in contrast
with such examples and manifestations of Himself in His works of
creation Job might come to some right knowledge of himself as a
poor, weak. guilty, empty, foolish sinner, and be brought to own
himself to be'so before God. which he did (Job xlii. 5, 6).
Among others the work of His hand, the Lord here directs Job to
the wild ass, and the freedom such a creatme has and enjoys in having
the" range of the mountains" for his pastme, free from the multitude
of the city, where his captmed and tamed fellows are laden with heavy
bmdens at their owners' pleasme, or ridden upon-as by Abraham,
Balaam, Ahithophel, the Judges of Deborah's Song, or the Lord
Himself. Others, again, made to ca,rry dumb idols, the work of men's
hands, as the Prophet describes: "Bel boweth down, Nebo stoopeth,
their idols were upon the beasts, and upon the cattle" (which would
include camels and asses): "your carriages were heavy loaden ; they
are a bmden to the weary beast" (Isa. xlvi. 1). Aye, and a bmden
to the "weary land " also in which they are set up, bringing down
upon it the' heavy judgments of'a jealous God.
, This work of Jehovah as the God of creation brings to our mind
lIis greater, and more endming, work as a God of sovereign grace,
wherein and whereby He looses the bonds of poor sinners, His 9wn
elect in Christ Jesus, and that by the same power whereby He raised
His dear Son ~esus from the dead. A work of grace done and accomplished in the day of His power, as is witnessed by David and by
Paul-" 0 Lord, truly I am Thy servant; I am Thy servant, and the
son of Thine handmaid: Thou hast loosed my bonds" (Psa. cxvi. 16) ;
" Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness. . . . But now being made free from sin, and become servants
to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting
life" (Rom. vi. 18, 22).
,
, Here we have the spiritual and the enduring substance'in the new
creation of sovereign grace, as contrasted with this creature of the
old, the first visible, creation, the wild ass of the wilderness and of the
barren land.
These two things, then, attributed to this creature of the first
creation of God, the wild ass-as free, ranging the mountains; and
searching after every green thing-may very well set forth, and that
both Scripturally and experimentally, the spiritual path and doings
of the just or justified, which I!hineth more and more unto the perfect
day:
'
, First, theni there 'are four'great things spoken of Jehovah of which

a poo~ sensible sinner, q~ckeMd of God and taught of the Spirit, :il>.
led forth into some saving views lInd discoveries. 4nd .in all, oh 1
how .. wide the range, namely, His mercy;. His faithfl,l1ness, His
righteou~ness, His juqgmeJ;lts. And there is his own deep beartfelt
need of these being manifested to him froll! time t()time in a way
<;>f love, in and by the Lord Jesus.
..
"Thy mercy, 0 Lord, is in the· heavens; and 'l,'hy faith~ulness
reacheth unto the clQuds. Thy righteousness is like th.e great mountains " (the mountains of God); "Thy judgments are a great deep:
o Lord, Thou preservest man and beast" (Psa. xxxvi. 5, 6). When
the quickened sinner ranges these mountains of God he, as blessed by
the Holy Spirit's unction upon his soul, finds both pasture and every
green thing in the discovery and contemplation of God's foundation
as a God of sovereign grace. "His foundation," saith the Prophet,
" is in the holy mOlmtains. The Lord loveth the gates of Zion more
than all the dwellings of Jacob " (Psa. lxxxvii. 1, 2). That foundation
of mercy to the failen sons of men was mercy determined on, decreed,
and to be made manifest in due time. And this foundation standeth
sure. Nothing can be more so. It is the foundation of God, and
hath " this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are His. And, Let every
one that nameth the Name of Christ depalt from iniquity." .. Blessed
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who hath blessed us
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: jl.ccording as
He hath chosen us in Hint before the foundation of the world, that
we "-most unholy in ourselves and by our fall in Adam-" should be
holy and without blame before Him in love." For without that
holiness, which He alone has to bestow, no man shall see His face with
joy. Here then Paul in his Seeking Qf pasture and every green thing
for himself and for the sheep of Christ finds himself free and ranging
among the chief things of the ancient mountains and among the
precious things oi the lasting hills. Here these mountains are breaking
forth before. hint into singing. Here they are dropping down new
wine, such· wine as cheereth God and man. When the Apostle Peter
begins his letter to the strangers scattered, he is soon found leading
Ch,ist's -sheep and lambs into the fat pastures of the mountains of
God-His eternal election of them in Christ the Son of His love.
"'J'he lofty mountains shall bring forth
Unto the people peace;
Likewise the little hills the same
8hall do, by righteousness."

.

Ah, say some" the.se lines refer to Christian kings, magistrates, and
the ordinances of the Gospel, as Jehovah's ordained meallS and instruments of peace· to a nation, True indeed, as witness England when
her kings and her magistrates were such as detested the popish Mass
and would not countenance it. Bu.t none the less there is ~ound in
the Gospel dispensation 'suqh mQuntains, the feet of those UpOJ;l them
being found beautiful both in the eyes of God and in the eyes of lijs
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saints. "And in this mountain shall the Lord of hosts make unto
all people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat
things full of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined "-even when
He fulfils His promise and gives pastors after His heart to feed His
people with knowledge and understanding in all ages.
In the writings extant of our blessed Reformers and Puritan divines,
what a wide range of Scripture Truth in all its branches do we possess
-a rich legacy, where many sheep of Christ now in glory with them,
have in their wilderness journey found themselves on the mountains
of Israel spiritually considered and feeding in a fat pasture, so proving
for themselves iihe truth of the ancient promise: "I will feed them
in a good pasture, and upon the high mountains of Israel shall their
fold be: there shall they lie in a good fold, and in a fat pasture shall
they feed upon the mountains of Israel" (Ezek. xxxiv. 14).
This" searching for every green thing" implies that many of the
mountains over which this keen-eyed, quick·scented creature of
hunger and thirst ranges, are barren, rocky, or stony, with only here
and there a bunch of herbage springing up. Even so also there are
mountains to-day destitute of pasture, yea, if we speak truth, destitute
of any and every green thing. Christ is not among them, nor His
Spirit with His dew. Gilboa and Ebal are not the mountains on
which the voice of the Church's Beloved is heard as He comes" leaping
upon the mountains, skipping upon the hills."
But there are mountains noted in Holy Writ where green things
have been found, fresh and nourishing to faith, and enduring likewise.
As when the Ark rested upon the mountains of Ararat. There
Noah found the" green thing" of God's acceptance of him and his
sacrifice. "The Lord smelled a sweet savour [a savour of rest, margin]"
-a shadow of that good thing to come, namely, that of Mount Calvary,
and oh, what a wide range of time and events is found between these
two! Both accepted of God. The first with His sign the rainbow,
that "green thing" testifying He would no more drown the earth
in a flood of water. The latter, that He would be no more wroth
with those whose sins His own dear Son bore in His own body on the
tree. This latter is such a " green thing" that the song of those who
celebrate the same is called" a new song."
Again, as on Mount Moriah. There Abraham found the "green
thing" of Jehovah's Divine approbation sounding in his ears: "For
because thou bast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son,
thine only son." Yea, and the" green thing" of Jehovah's Name
pledged to all time and with it a ram for a burnt offering, a substitute
for Isaac-even as Christ is a Lamb of God's own substituting, in
the room of every child of promise.
On the top of Mount Pi.gah Moses found a "green thing " - 8 ;
sight both of the goodness and severity of God the Lord, forbidding
him entrance into the earthly Canaan, yet granting-an entrance into
the heavenly, that preeminentIy good land, that exceeding good land
and glory of all lands.
' ' '"
-
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On the top of Carmel did Elijah find a full answer from God to all
his fervent prayers and petitions. So he found a " green thing," a
thing to be kept fresh and green in the minds and memories of men
of like passions, namely, that Jehovah neither turned away his prayer
nor withheld His needed mercy. Yea, in the cloud, the little cloud
out of the sea, like a man's hand, there was a " green thing" searched
out of the Divine faithfulness, that soon once more covered the face
of the dry earth with verdure.
Elisha found a " green thing" to allay the fearS of his servant, in
the mountain being" full of horses and chariots of fire round about
Elisha." This thing was green in the days of Peter, of Paul, of Luther,
Calvin, and Knox.
And what a " green thing" was found upon the mount in the days
of Christ's flesh! even of that eternal union subsisting between the
Father and the Son, and also subsisting between Christ and His dear
people; a union whereby"Worms of earth shall ever be
One with incarnate Deity."
In the last quarter of the eighteenth century a gracious Spirit·
taught man of God, Paul Avril by name, left behind him a most
interesting diary in which he had noted down certain days in the
which he attended many places in London where the Truth was fully
preached, and the various good and profitable seasons he had under
the Word, when he found the Gospel sweet and yielding, as Kent says,
"her honey, milk, and wine." He gives the names of several of
these ministers-Toplady, Romaine, Medley, Huntington, Berridge,
and others. What a "range of the mountains" of lovely Mount
Zion in his day, even for pasture and to search out every green thing.

G. A.

Birke;nhead.
RETRACINGS.

" I REMEMBER the days of old." This was David's expression-" the
days of old." In this remembrance of his, many scenes must have been
recalled: the watch by night of the sheep-the family circle-the
visit of Samuel-the slaying of Goliath-the envy of Saul-the love
of Jonathan-the stormy fighting days-the days of temptation and
sin-the days of treachery on the part of false so-called friends-the
rebellion of a son; many experiences, but most treasured of all the
faithhtlness and grace of his Lord. We, too, remember the days of old
-childhood's days; inexperienced thoughtless days of youth; days
of deadness, without knowledge of Jesus, without even desiring Him;
days of conviction of sin, when we wished we had never been born, all
dark all around. Ye's, and we look back too, thank God, upon
the time when He revealed' Himself in His loveliness and matchless
grace. We look back upon all He has wrought for us and in us, and we
exclaim with deep heart fervour, "The desire of our soul is to Thy Name;

Th~
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1lJ;ld, to the reme~branGe of Thee," His Name is as ointment poured
forth......:healing- in· its effects, sweet in 'its perfume; alld all 011J' heart
and all our·desire· are to that precious, precious Name which is" a balm
for every wound, a cordial for our fear." "With my soul have I desired
Thee in. the nig)lt.'" 1'(1 the night-in darkness-darkness of soul-.
<larkness of sorrow-.darkness of temptation. In the darkness have
I desired Thee. Ah! He has never failed us. It is just in the darkness
we feel after Him and cling most closely to Him, and it is just in the
darkness He grips our hand most tightly, causing us to feel" It is not
night if Thou be near." The desire of our soul is also" 1.0 the remembrance 01 Thee "-'Thyself-Tlllne own dear Self, Who didst give Thyself for us and Whose delight is in us notwithstanding all our weakness;
all our folly, all our sin, all our fears, all our faithlessness. "His
desire is toward me." He delighteth in me. And the remembrance
of Thee, dear Lord, is all my desire. Constant remembrance of Him
brightens every joy and softens every frown.
" The righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance." The everlasting remembrance of the Lord! Tlllnk of this! What a stay this
is for the poor weak lonely trembling child of God. " I remember
thee." Yea, if we forget" yet will I not lorget thee." The memory of
the just is blessed amongst his fellow-men on earth also. I have frequently seen tills in the case of our late dear Editor, Dr. Doudney.
While recently visiting Southsea and Portsmouth-the places of his
birth and early life and of his Home-call-I heard many say, " Remember Illm 1 I should think I do !" Then followed the relation of some
little incident of his kindness and interest, and his telling words.
He is held in remembrance, and his bright cheery words and
loving deeds will never die. There is a sacred delight in looking
upon places which have been inhabited by the dear ones now in glory.
W~ n:'ark the way they trod, the earthly views which gave them
pleasure. Their voices, their forms, their smiles return to memory,
not as transient "ships that pass in the night," but as eternally
absorbed in the nature of Him That remaineth " the same yesterday,
and to day, and for ever." In Him they live still, and shall be raised
again bodily.
.
In company with the beloved daughter of Dr. Doudney I had the
sacred deeply interesting privilege of seeing many places, and hearing
many details of persons and places he loved. We viewed the house in
which he was born, now much altered. One felt how rich a treasure
had been given within those walls-such a bright and faithful witness
for the Master, such a bearer of fellow-creatures' burdens, such a tenderhearted son-brother-father-friend-and Pastor. There in that
busy Portsmouth. street the walls of the house still stand, and with
loving reverence I gazed and pondered, We visited St. Johp's,
Portsea, in which he proclaimed the. everlasting Gospel, the interior
still just as when he saw it last. We passed his temporary home in
Burgoyne Road, redolent with .fragrant memOl·ies. And we saw also
the house from which his happy spirit aSCended from the body which
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had been its dwelling for eighty-two years. Sacred is the rooniindeed, the house seemed mutely to picture him. The vestibule
recalled the venerable stately form and the hearty welcome and everready hospitality. The very gates seemed to speak of his frequent
goings and returnings on the Master's errands. For he was ever intent
on His commissions, and the" ammunition "-as he playfully called
his booklets and Old Jonathans-always large. His conversations and
his animated face revealed where his treasure was and where his heart
reposed. Then we visited the grave 'where his precious remains are
lying till the Resurrection morning-" till He come." How ·often had
he contemplated the grave with trembling, yet how joyously he " un~
dressed" for it. Not the least dread, the Lord specially strengthening
him. He particularly desired that the Readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE might be told that the Lord had manifested Himself to him in
an especial manner, and so sweetly filled him with His own presence,
peace, and love that from the first moment of his illness he had not
had the least dread of death, and he asked that the verse beginning" Jesus can make a dying bed
Feel soft as downy pillows.are "might be written out; then he dated it, and signed it as his dying
experience. Some of his last words were, "Mine has been a life of
goodness and mer~y. Goodness and mercy have followed me all my
days"; "Happy! Happy!" (This is related in the Memoir by his
son and daughter.) Oh! if he could but have known in the days in
which he often spoke with tear-dimmed eyes of his dread of the article
of death, how it 1V0uld be with him.
.
Reader, dear reader, perchance thou too art dreading this solemn
good-bye to earth, this delightful antechamber of heaven-perhapi;
not even an antechamber, but a swift glad step in a moment Home.
Yet, as with dear Dr. Doudney and many others, the weather will be
fair, the crossing will be possibly very momentary-one moment
speaking 0/ Jesus, the next moment speaking to Jesus; one moment
the sad faces of those you love around you, the next moment the smile
of welcome and the tender loving face of Jesus. Or it may be you will
linger long on the threshold beholding the fair, fair City drawing nearer
and nearer, as one pin after another loosens the earthly tabernacle_
And as you say to Him, " When wilt Thou come for me, dear Lord?
It is sweet here, but' sweeter far Thy face to see, and in Thy Presence
rest' ", He will answer: "I am coming. Surely I come quickly,"
and will cheer your spirit and satisfy your longing soul. What He did
for dear Dr. Doudney and others of His loved children He will do for
you too. Be of good cheer. Ah! dear reader,11

Who knows in how brief a space,

Another turn in the pathway
May mean Home and the Master's face "and then fulness of joy for evermore.
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One more reminiscence of the visit to Southsea. We had a very
happy day in the beautiful home of one of Dr. Doudney's great-nieces.
On the way there we passed" The Cottage," endeared by memories of
"Aunt Lucy." Twenty-five years ago she welcomed dear Dr.
Doudney, Mrs. Doudney, my loved mother, and myself, in her pretty
home. It was on the occasion of the enlargement of the little Mission
Hall, formerly a blacksII!ith's shed, which dear" Aunt Lucy " and her
devoted daughters had acquired and equipped. As it soon became
too small for thelittle flock assembling there, it had to be enlarged, and
Dr. Doudney preached the reopening sermon. An account of this
ever·memorable gathering appeared in Old J onathan, and I will give
my readers an extract from it.
" Although the service was in the afternoon and on a week-day, yet
the room was quite full, many having walked a great distance to
attend. The congregation was composed of all ages, from grey-haired
men and women to tiny children. Very reverently and earnestly all
joined in the singing and listened to the address delivered by the
beloved Editor of Old J onathan. After a short comment upon a few
verses in the prayer that King Solomon offered at the dedication of
the Temple, '0 God, our help in ages past' was sung with fervour.
Ah! He Who has in very deed been the past help of His people will
also be faithful still and ever be" • Our shelter from the stormy blast,
And our eternal Home.'
" And then the text was given out--St. Luke xix. 10: 'The Son of
man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.' The story of
Zacchoous furnished some beautiful thoughts upon the care and deep
interest of the Lord in each of His children. 'The hairs of your head
;<re all numbered,' quoted the venerable preacher, and he continued:
, No mother, however dearly she loves her child and knows the exact
colour of its hair and likes to dress that hair, ever yet counted' her
child's hairs. ' Yet our heavenly Father says He knows the number
of the hairs of His children, and I venture to affirm that if a stray hair
blew across the sea He knows to whose head it belonged.' He gave
us some interesting anecdotes of the unsatisfying nature of earthly
riches, and the cares and sorrows they often bring; and spoke of ' the
depth of that love that came to seek and to save that which was lostnot the attractive, or the rich, or the full, but the needy. And however hidden from human view, as Zacchoous up in the sycamore tree,
Jesus knew. He looked up and saw him, and said, " I must abide at
thy house." Oh, what a joyful announcement from the Son of man,
the Saviour of mankind, to the longing heart of Zacchoous! Not only
to see Him, but to be seen; not only to be seen, but to be spoken to ;
not only to be spoken to, but to have the distinguishing privilege of
Jesus being his guest. And further than that-" This day is salvation
come to this house." ,
" At the close that beautiful f.amiliar hymn, ' Through the love of
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God our Saviour,' was heartily sung. Oh! may it be the crowning.
joy of each soul in that building that day, to know the full salvation
here sung and preached! Then, indeed, ' all will be well,' whatever
the sorrows may be."
Now, out of the group of five that bright day-Dr. and Mrs. Doudney,
" Aunt Lucy," my dear mother, and myself-only I remain. They
are all Up There in the glory. Thank God, it is not a remaining here,
but a following on. What a lovely day that was! Lovely iu nature,
with shining sun, and flowers, and trees, and birds. Lovely, too, in
gracious words and deeds. The sweet" Aunt Lucy " moving to and
fro with gentle words and kindly acts and hospitable ways. The conversation was "concerning Himself" and His wonderful dealings,
His love, and guidance. It was" a little heaven below" for the time
being. Now they enjoy it continually. They. . .. " see His f ace,
And never. never sin,

And from the rivers of His grace,
Drink endless pleasures in."

Truly Lovedean is a sacred spot. The little Mission Hall, with
sweet reassuring texts from the Word of Life hung almost all over its
walls, the gifts of love on all sides-from preaching-table to !imaller
offerings-all testify the loving spirit which pervades the building.
While I was walking with one of " Aunt Lucy's " cherished daughters,
who ministers so largely to the well-being of the little building-not only
the material building but the spiritual building also-she related in
her tender sweet way instances of one after another of God's children,
many born again in that little building so hallowed with precious
memories, so blessed by the Holy Spirit. Long may it be the gatheringplace of the Lord's people, and be the means of ingathering, of comforting, and of edifying. Our hearts burned within us as we gazed on one
landmark after another of the long life-story of the beloved Dr:
Doudney, so dear to us, and dearer still to the loved and loving Saviour
Who was all his desire. Oh, the longings he had for a sight of His
face! Now the longing soul is satisfied. It isH

Not one glimpse, but for ever,

For ever at Home with Thee;
At Home in the Father's palace,
At Home by the crystal sea.
But in all Thy beautiful heaven,
Will anything ever efface
Or outshine one raptured momentThe first, first sight of Thy face I "
Yes, dear reader, " not one glimpse, but for ever."

Think of that!
NETTlE.

GOD may cast thee down, but He will not cast thee oU.-Case.
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CONFLICT.

" The fl~h lusteth against the Spirit, and t~ Spirit against the flesT. :
and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the
things that ye would."-GALATIANS v. 17.
" And these are contrary." Believers must therefore expect incessant
conflict as long as they are in the world. But as we grow in
grace and understand doctrinal truth more deeply, we shall realize
more as time gqes on, that we need not and must not be unduly
depressed and cast down by the deeds of the flesh. Depending on the
help of the Spirit, let us look into the subject.
" The flesh" may be viewed in a twofold light: its desires, and its
deeds. The deeds are the outcome of the desires. And yet the desires
do not always result in deeds, because at times" the Spirit" stays
"the flesh." Temptation assails us, and "the flesh" rises up in
strong desire to give way to that temptation. . But "the Spirit" is
" against" it. And the child of God knows full well that if he buckles
on his armour, and calls upon 'his God to keep him, the desire can
be checked and overcome, and prevented from becoming a deed. But
so swift and subtle sometimes is the desire, that it is followed by the
deed seemingly with the suddenness of the lightning flash. Then it
is that the Christian is taken off his guard; and therefore it is that
the Christian needs to be always watching. We are never safe from
sudden and swift committals of sin, by reason of the weakness of " the
flesh"; we are always safe when we appeal to the Lord by reason of
the strength of " the Spirit." Our God is both able and willing to
deliver and to keep. May. we be enabled to watch unto prayer.
Watch unto prayer-that is, our watching must take the definite form
of prayer, if we expect and desire to be kept. If we watch without
prayer, we shall fall; if we pray without watching, we sball fall. If
we watch and pray, we shall be kept. This is a great consolation.
But we must not overlook the other side-failure. For unless we beat
in mind our proneness to fail, we are apt to get unduly cast do\vn by
our oft-repeated falls. It will assuredly hinder us to dwell despairingly on our failures. In Philippians iii. Paul speaks of "following
after" (v. 12), of" reaching forth" (v. 13), and of "pressing toward"
(v. H). This bespeaks energy and progress. We, too, must follow after,
reach forward and press on. We must not lie still because we have
fallen. And we may, we are meant to, derive great comfort from the
never-ceasing forgiveness of our God. His constant unfailing forgiveness rather than encouraging licence to sin, constrains us to hate sin
more and more. This is both the work and the effect of His love
and His Spirit. It is His love working in our hearts because His
Spirit has taken possession there. When" the flesh" constrains us to
sin, " the Spirit" constrains us to resist.
Another great consolation to us in our warfare is that nothing
depends on our prayers. The Lord calls us to pray for a particular
thing because He has purposed to do it. That is the true way of
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putting it. "We know not what we should pray for as we ought,"
but the Spirit knows what is prepared for us, and consequently
prompts us to pray in the line of what is already planned and purposed.
When the Lord has purposes of grace towards a dead soul, He ofttimes
calls many of His own servants to plead definitely for the bringing in
of that one. But which came first-His plan, or our prayer 1 That
soul for whom we prayed was chosen in Christ before the foundation
of the world. His purpose preceded the prayer-the prayer was part
of the outcome of His plan. Well for us that it is so! Well for us
that our mercies and our victories in conflict and our strength in trial
are not meted out to us according to the measure of our forgetful,
fitful and poverty-stricken prayers, but according to His abundant
riches in glory by Christ Jesus our Lord.
The same thing applies to our safety. That, too, depends not on
our hold of Him, but on His hold of us. He tells us, " I will hold thy
right hand" and " I will uphold thee." Man can not say, "I will
hold to Thee." Peter once said something similar, but however
willing his spirit was, his flesh was weak when the test came. He did
not hold to the Lord Jesus Christ. But the Lord Jesus Christ held
Peter, and did not allow him to slip away from His grasp. Neither
can we hold to our Lord apart from enabling grace. But He will both
hold and uphold us. Nor will He ever let go one child whom He has
called into the family of grace. No! our safety does not depend
either on our hold or on our prayers, but entirely on His almighty
power to defend and keep us. His love is the tie that binds us safely
and eternally to Him-the Father's electing love, the Son's redeeming
love, and the Spirit's reclaiming love, is the threefold unbreakable
cord. The Three-in-One and the One-in-Three undertook all this,
ere time began, for the whole company of the redeemed.
Think
you that He will ever permit either our sins or our conflicts to
separate us permanently from Him 1 Never!
Just so with our prayers when we are under trial and in conflict.
Our triumph over trials and conflicts does not depend on our prayers,
but absolutely and solely on the Lord's lovingkindness and tender
mercies-on Him, not on us. It is a help and comfort to remember
and realize this, dear child of God. And because this is a doctrinal
truth which comparatively few grasp, our comfort in times of conflict
and trial is often small. Partly too, from our backwardness to apply
these truths to our individual case and need. For who does not know
at times his utter inability to pray 1 We would, but we can not. We
want to, but it seems impossible. The" flesh" is "against" and
" contrary" to the" Spirit." Ab! how would it be with us at these
times, if He ceased giving because we ceased asking_if He ceased to
bless because we ceased to plead 1 It would be terribly ill with us if His
bounty and blessings were measured according to our prayers, or ouly
bestowed in answer to them. Therefore, as I have already said, we
understand the conflict better as we grow in knowledge and experience. We are, as it were, better instructed in it, and thus better
39
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prepared to face it. For face it we must. We shalLnever get away
from it or live it down while in the flesh. Not till we have drawn
our last hreath shall we he released from this endless warfare. Then
and then only it will cease, and then it will cease for ever. Well did
the Lord Jesus Christ say to His beloved disciples, " The spirit indeed
is willing, but the flesh is weak." How fearfully weak indeed! How
we fall again and again into the same snare, into the same sin. Yet
we are now, and we shall be abundantly in the future, "more than
conquerors through Him That loved us." For the Trinity of good is
infinitely greater and stronger than the trinity of evil. The Father,
the Son, alld the Spirit-the world, the flesh, and the devil. The
strong Trinity is for us, the weak trinity against us. The Triune God
has made His unbreakable Covenant, therefore the believer is .sure of
final victory. May we be enabled so to live that in our last moments
we can say with the Apostle Paul, " I have fought a good fight, I have
finished my course, I have kept the faith: henceforth there is laid up
for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge,
shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also
that love His appearing" (2 Tim. iv. 7, 8).
" Thanks be to God, Which giveth us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ."

Olapton, N. E.

ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.

"VERY GREAT ARE HIS MERCIES."
MOSES exhorted his flock, .. Ascribe ye greatness unto our God." God's
greatness it was-not independent nature-that had divided the sea,
that had sent enough food for the day, and for every day throughout
all the long journey. God, great in power, had clothed and fed and
shod t,hem all, young and old.
David said "His greatness is unsearchable." This was the
Psalmist's conclusion after long experience of God's great goodness, of
His gracious slowness to anger, of His great mercy, of the glory of His
Kingdom (Psa. cxlv.), of His terrible acts. He had, before this, considered the heavens-the work of God's fingers-the moon and the
stars; he had seen the Lord in nature, in providence, and in grace, and
had asked, " What is man, that Thou art mindful of him? and the
son of man, that Thou visitest him?" God gave the man after His
own heart a very rich portion. He gave him not only to enjoy the
beauties and bounties and mysteries of the earth, but the" good
Spirit' to guide him to things better and lasting, so that while he saw
all God's works praising Him, he had a place with the saints in
blessing Him Whose power reaches even unto death, and gives the
proud heart of man to take its proper place and to look to God only
for salvation.
.. Ascribe ye greatness unto our God." Joseph spoke of God's
great deliverance; Daniel of His great signs; Joshua of His great
Name; Job of the great things which He does. John speaks of His
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great power; Peter of His great and precious promises; Paul of His
great love. Never was love to be compared to that which waS manifested when the Son of God left His glory and came to us. It does not
vary through all the changing moods and tempers and wants of the
children who are ever in His sight. It was love from everlasting, it is
love now-the drawing of a precious Lord-that makes the soul to seek
His face; to seek and to find and to learn how great His goodness is.
" Truly God is good," Asaph said, and although he would not always
allow it he had learned that by experience, for he knew what it was to
be supported " in the sinking flood"; he knew the plague of his own
heart, his folly, and his ignorance. He waged the conflict of a soul
alive to God, and God remained the same, ever approachable and of
great kindness. Toplady thought :" Oh, it is a sweet employ to bless the God of love t
This completes the glorious joy of happier souls above;
Saints admitted to the throne, sing the grace that brought them there:
Let us as we journey on, the heavenly triumph share."
David did so. He talked and meditated of God's doings. Christian
and Hopeful did so by the way. Often the saints begin in twos, but
before they finish, Jesus joins Himself and makes them glad. And
the Holy Spirit leads on still. It is a sweet introduction-" I will tell
you what He has done for my souL" It is sweeter to see it all in Jesus
and to say, " Thou hast made Him most blessed for ever"; "Thou
hast crowned Him with glory and honour." He is the First, and a
strong Foundation to the soul that knows "Thou hast wrought all
our works in us ", " Thou hast heard the cry of the humble ", " Thou
hast girded me with strength to the battle ", " Thou hast maintained
my cause ", " Thou hast enlarged me when I was in distress." There
.is an encouraging comprehensiveness in the ascription "Thou hast
wrought all our works in us," for, more or less, trial, temptation, and
care seem connected with all. A dear saint said: "If the Lord ever
uses or blesses me to anyone, He always humbles me in the matter."
In His hands faith in Christ, love, dependence, and a better hope rise
on the ruin of creature strength and sufficiency. Job complained:
.. If I wash myself with snow water, and make my hands never so
clean; yet shalt Thou plunge me in the ditch, and mine own clothes
shall abhor me," and the soul is empty again, and finished, and poor.
"The Lord kiIleth", "The Lord bringeth down", "Thou hast
shewed Thy people hard things "-why should these not also be reckoned
great 1 Why should we not prize more readily the conflicts and toils
and failures 1 Each is in His hand Who is great in counsel and mighty
in work. There is much rest in what the Lord tells us by Paul: "Ye
are not your own." He must perfect His own work. It will be worthy
of Himself. We need grace to do as Elihu said, to " magnify His
work." Not to belittle His operations because of our utter unworthiness of the least of His notice. God does yet" in very deed dwell with
men on the earth," and when with Solomon our prayers are ended, the
glory of the Lord will fill the house of the Lord.
FOLLOWER-ON.
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WAYSIDE JOTTINGS IN TROUBLOUS TIMES.

THE times are indeed grievous! More than a year of horrible warfare,
in which it is estimated that considerably over two millions of men
have lost their lives, has passed, and the end is not in sight!
Such prophecies as J oel iii. 10: "Beat your plowshares into swords,
and your pruning hooks into spears" seem being fulfilled before
our eyes! The fact that multitudes of workers in many nations are
straining every nerve in the manufacture of instruments of destruction
and death, corresponds with wonderful preciseness to the figurative
words of the Prophet.
The clllldren of God ought to contemplate the possibility, nay, the
probability, of the speedy ending of " the times of the Gentiles" and
the eventual glorious Return of Him Who is " King of kings, and Lord
of lords"; and in the meantime to be "looking for that blessed
hope, and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour
Jesus Christ."
When will "the times of the Gentiles" end ~ The answer to tills
question seems clear and decided in our Lord's words, Luke xxi. 24 :
" And they "-[" tills people," verse 23]-" shall fall by the edge of the
sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem
shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles
be fulfilled." "The times of the Gentiles" is the period throughout
which Jerusalem is trodden down by the nations of the world, and
during which period it is the nations' "day of grace," in which a people
is being taken out of them "for His Name" (Acts xv. 14). A day
is coming when Jerusalem will cease to be trodden down by the nations,
as it has been by the Roman, and subsequently since A.D. 636 by the
Mohammedan possession. Then it will be re-possessed by Israel.
For the prophetic word is sure, Acts xv. 16: "Alter this I will return,
and will build again the tabernacle of David, wlllch is fallen down;
and I will build again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up: that the
residue of men might seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon
whom My Name is called, saith the Lord, Who doeth all these things."
See Amos ix. 11-15, and Romans xi. (passim.)
Satan, " the god of this age," who is a liar and a murderer, is, with
Ills hosts, very active just now, knowing that his time is short. Yet
the Lord will cause all to work for His glory.
The children of God, His witnesses in the world, are no doubt now,
more than ever, subject to Satan's attacks and subtle temptations
(1 Peter v. 8, 9), but there is One mightier than the" strong man
armed," and we are urged to " Be strong in the Lord, and in the power
of His might," and to " put on the whole armour of God" that we may
"be able to stand in the evil day, and having done [or, overcome] all,
to stand."
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What cause of thankfulness to God have we for His mercies to us,
and care over us during the past fourteen months! Assuredly His
people have found His promise true; "I will never leave thee, nor
forsake thee," and have proved Him to be " Jehovah Jireh."
Our Country, too, has been kept from invasion by the enemy, food
has been abundant, and although we have not yet been granted victory,
things are by no means so bad as they might have been.
The prospect, indeed, is not bright, to say the least. We hope for
final victory, but if this be granted, at what a tremendous cost it must
necessarily be !
Much prayer has been made, yet God has not manifestly appeared
for us up to the present. Why is this 1 Must we not in all faithfulness
confess that it is because we have not, as a nation, repented of our
greatest sin in God's sight, namely, that of Idolatry. The idolatrous
and blasphemous Mass (see Prayer Book and Axticles of the Church of
England) has, within the last half century or so, been widely reintroduced into England's Church. Latimer's" Candle," though not
extinguished, has been burning very dimly! The King's Protestant
Declaration has been toned down! An Envoy has been sent to the
pope, the head of an apostate and anti· Christian Church, by the
British Govel'llment! At the xisk of reiteration, we must again and
again assert that this is the gravest of OUr national sins. Those in
high ecclesiastical places, while deploring other national sins, ignore
this crying one! But God's people know frOm His Word that there
is no sin so heinous in His sight as the departure of His professed
people from the purity of the faith, and from that worship" in spirit
and in truth" with which He must be worshipped Who is ". Spirit."
When the Lord's people, Israel, lapsed into idolatry, " He sold them
into the hands of their enemies round about, so that they could not
any longer stand before their enemies." It was only when they
repented and cried unto the Lord that He raised up deliverers for
them. See Judges ii. 11-16, and x. 10--16.
Recently, a solemn service was held in St. Paul's Cathedral, London,
at which our gracious King was present, and the service commenced
by the singing of Toplady's hymn, the opening stanza of which runs ;-

.

"Rock of Ages, cleft for me.
Let me hide myself in Thee;
Let the water and the blood.
From Thy riven side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure,
Cleanse me from its

~uilt

and power,"

Yet the great and precious truths set forth in the MAGAZINE in
which that beautiful and Scriptural hymn was first published, and
still maintained in the same MAGAZINE after the lapse of a century
and a half-I mean THE GOSPEL J\<lAGAZINE-are but very rarely
preached at the present time in the Church of England. Nay, I will
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go a step further, and say how seldom is heard from the pulpits of the
Church of England the truth so clearly elucidated in the hymn" Rock
of Ages "-Salvation apart from works; salvation by grace alone
through the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ; as, for example,
in the lines :" Nothing in my hand I bring,
Simply to Thy cross I cling;
Naked, come to Thee for dress;
Helpless, look to Thee for grace;
Foul, I to the fountain fly ;
Wash me, Saviour, or I die:'

I wonder what Toplady would have thought could he have known
that in the course of one hundred and fifty years, the Mass, and the
accompaniments of the Mass-the meretricious Mass Vestmentswould be largely in evidence in the Church of England. And would
he not have been greatly astonished that some of those who
countenance, and even approve of this, should join in singing his
hymn !!
It is because of this terrible sin of Apostasy and Idolatry, as well as
of other notorious sins, that one fears for the future of England and
our Empire, except we repent.
It may be that God has begun to deal in judgment with apostate
Christendom, and that ~re long the cry will be raised: "BabyIon the
great is fallen, is fallen" !
Amidst all, the child of God will find consolation in the fact that
" THE LORD REIGNETH."
Limavady, Co. Derry.
ROBERT J. NoYEs, B.D.

MOSES, AARON, AND JESUS.

I. THE INABILITY OF MOSES: As REPRESENTING GOD'S HOLY LAW.
1.-" THIS thing is too heavy for thee; thou art not able to perform
it thyself alone. "_" I am not able to bear all this people alone, because
it is too heavy for me."-" I am not able to bear you myself alone. . . .
How can I myself alone bear your cumbrance, and your burden, and
your strife 1 " (Exod. xviii. 18; Numb. xi. 14; Deut. i. 9, 12.)
2.-" And Moses was not able to enter into the tent of the congrega·
tion, because the cloud abode thereon, and the glory of the Lord
filled the tabernacle" (Exod. xl. 35).
3.-" And the Lord spake unto Moses . . . Because ye believed Me
not, to sanctify Me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye
shall not bring this congregation into the land which I have given
them" (Numb. xx. 12).
4.-" If he be able, he may redeem himself."_" And the kinsman
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said, I cannot redeem it for myself. . . . I cannot redeem it." (Lev.
xxv. 49; Ruth iv. 6.)
5.-" Justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified
by the law of Moses."-" Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall
no flesh be justified in His sight." (Acts xiii. 39; Rom. iii. 20.)
6.-" For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through
the flesh. . . ." (Rom. viii. 3).
7.-" The children of Israel could 'not stedfastly behold the face of
Moses."-" The children of Israel could not stedfastly look to the end
of that which is abolished" (2 Cor. iii. 7, 13).
"WHEREFORE HE IS ABLE ALSO TO SAVE THEM TO THE UTTERMOST
THAT COME UNTO GOD BY HIM" (Heb. vii. 25).

n.

THE INABILITY OF AARON: As REPRESENTING THE CEREMONIAL
LAW.

1.-" And the Lord spake unto . . . Aaron, Because ye believed
Me not . . . therefore ye shall not bring this congregation into the
land which I have given them."-" Aaron shall be gathered unto his
people: for he shall not enter into the land which I have given unto
the children of Israel."-" And strip Aaron of his garments . . . and
Aaron shall be gathered unto his people, and shall die there."-" And
l\l:oses stripped Aaron of his garments" (Numb. xx. 12, 24, 26, 28).
2.-" And the Lord was very angry with Aaran, to have destroyed
him" (Deut. ix. 20).
3.-" For the law "-the law of offerings-" made nothing perfect"
(Heb. vii. 19).
4.-" The high priest . . . not without blood, which he offered
for himself" (Heb. ix. 7).
5.-" Sacrifices, that could not make him that did the serViCe
perfect" (lIeb. ix. 9).
6.-" The law . . . can never with those sacrifices . . . make the
corners thereunto perfect."-" Sacrifices, which can never take away
sins" (Heb. x. 1, 11).
7.-" For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should
take away sins" (Heb. x. 4).

"FOR BY ONE OFFERING HE HATH PERFECTED FOR EVER THEM THAT
ARE SANCTIFIED" (Heb: x. 14).
Crickle;wood.
WILLIAM WILEMAN.
THOSE who are the subjects of Christ's love, He will not leave, for
He pardoned them when they were enemies, and He will not leave
them now they are His friends. A soul may fall from the comforts
of grace, but not from the habits of grace. A child of God may be
cast down, but he can not be cast off.-Charnock.
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GLORIFICATION.
A PAPER READ AT THE SOVEREIGN GRACE UNION CONFERENCE, AT
CAMBERWELL, MAY, 1915, BY THE REV. J. J. BEDDOW, A.K.C.,
LATE VICAR OF DRYPOOL, HULL.
THE subject which the Committee of this Conference has assigned to
me is one which is very inspiring. It would not lend itself to exhaustive
treatment if it were necessary to give a detailed description of the
final state of Glory to which the" redeemed of the Lord" will ultimately be introduced. But that is neither necessary nor practicable.
In our present imperfect condition our faculties are too much affected
by that which is material to be able to apprehend what is embraced in
the inspired allusion of the Apostle when he was led to put in contrast
the .. light affliction" of this present state, and the .. eternal weight
0/ glory" associated with the everlasting possessions of the ransomed
inheritance.
Therefore the Scriptures contain no attempt to describe fully what
we have now to consider, but they give us just the amount of knowledge respecting it that our imperfect faculties, aided by the Holy
Spirit, are able to understand.
My subject, as you will know, is The Glorification 0/ the People 0/
God.

At this stage of the Conference it will scarcely be necessary to
reiterate truths which have already been so clearly, forcibly, and, I
may add, so graciously, put before us by the brethren who have
preceded me. It is sufficient to affirm that the" Glorification of the
Church" is the necessary and logical climax of the subject which has
been occupying the attention of the Conference. It is the topstone
in the spiritual edifice which had its origin in the eternal counsels
of the Three Divine Persons of the Blessed Trinity. The hierarchies
of heaven are to learn from this something of the highest manifestation
of Divine wisdom, and the" breadth," and .. length," and " depth,"
and "height" of Divine love.
Reference has already been made several times to that wonderful
chapter, the 8th of Romans, a chapter full of such sustaining food,
and of unending comfort to the quickened soul.
Just for a moment we may notice the inspired catena, perfect in
every link, contained in verses 29 and 30: .. For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His
Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover, whom He did predestinate, them He also called: and whom He
called, them He also justified: and whom He justified, THEM HE ALSO
GLORIFIED." The Apostle speaks of this glorification as an accom·
plished fact. That is, because it is assured by the eternal plan and
unchanging purpose of God. Dr. Moule, the Bishop of Durham,
expounding this passage, says, " So indissolubh is the chain that the
last link is here viewed as an ac complished fact, because the first
links are so."
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"It seems difficult, without violence to both the letter and the
spirit of this passage, to deny that it represents the salvation of the
children of God as a line drawn from eternity to eternity: first, a
sovereign choice of souls; then the call of the chosen, resulting in
their faith and their acceptance; then the final entrance on heavenly
bliss of these same called ones; and also their note and characteristic
now-love to God." Such, dear friends, is the eternal purpose of
God.
In the Epistle to the Ephesians the Apostle gives expression to the
same gracious truths. And there, you will notice, they are associated
with the word" together." Beginning at the 4th verse of the 2nd
chapter we read that, in the rich mercy of our Covenant God, those
who were once " dead in trespasses and sins," He " hath quickened
together with Christ," and" raised up together, and made sit together in
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, "-their spiritual union with Him
ensuring their" glorification together" with Christ.
These blessed and soul-elevating truths having been thus revealed
to the Apostle Paul, we can not wonder at the lofty plEan of Christian
victory which concludes the 8th chapter of his Epistle to the Romans
(verses 37-39), with which we are all so familiar.
Thus it will be seen that although, as already intimated, categorical
details are not given in Holy Scripture respecting the Glorification of
God's People, more is said concerning it than can possibly be dealt
with in a brief paper like the present.
The subject is of course intimately associated with that of the
" Resurrection of the Saints," as set forth in the following, and many
similar, passages of Scripture.
In 1 Cor. xv. we have the most complete treatment of that sublime
subject. Verses 48 and 49 exhibit the wonderful transformation
which will then be effected for all who are" in Jesus Christ": "As
is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as is the
heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly. And as we have borne
the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly."
In Col. iii. 4, we read, "For ye are dead, and your life is hid with
Christ in God. When Christ, Who is our life, shall appear, then shall
ye also appear [or be manifested] with Hirn in glory."
Again, John, the beloved Apostle, writes, "Beloved, now are we
the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but
we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; jor we
shall see Him as He is" (1 John iii. 2).
These Scriptures contain in substance all that we can with certainty
know and understand of this great subject. To" appear with Him
in glory," to be" like Him," to" bear His image," will be to participate
in the actual realization of all that is revealed in those comprehensive
words, " He hath made us accepted in the Beloved"; "Ye are complete in Him"; "Perfect in Christ Jesus "-perfect in the Beloved
of the Father; manifested with and made like unto the One Who is
" altogether lovely," and Whose very Name has been as the fragrance
of many ointments!
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These Scriptures carry our minds back to utterances by our adorable
Redeemer, which are an essential part of the teaching connected with
this subject. For example, in St. John vi. 35, we read, " And Jesus
said unto them, I am the Bread of Life: he that cometh to Me shall
never hunger; and he that believeth on Me shall never thirs t . . ..
ALL that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me: and him that
cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out." Here we bave Divine
sovereignty, combined with the graciousness of the welcome given to
the contrite sinner-made such by the Holy Spirit.
Then our Lord adds (verses 38, 39), " For I came down from heaven,
not to do Mine own will, but the will of Him That sent Me. And
this is the Father's will Which hath sent Me, that of all which He hath
given Me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last
day." In the next verse He proclaims it to be the Father's will,
" that everyone which seeth the Son, and believeth on Him, may have
evel'lasting life," and in verse 47 He concentrates this truth by a
double" Vel'ily "-" Verily, veTily, I say unto you, He that believeth
on Me HATH everlasting life." He has it as a present possession. He
has not to wait fol' what is called the " Judgment Day" for that life.
It is already imparted, for he " has passed out 01 death into lile"
(John v. 24, R.V.)
The same gracious truths are enunciated in the 10th cbapter, where
OUT Lord assumes the relationship of the Shepherd to the sheep.
After declaring that He is the "Good Shepherd" Who giveth His
life for the sheep, He says, "My sheep hear My voice, and I know
them, and they follow Me: and I give unto them eternal life; and
they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My
hand." These rich and precious uttel'3nces again ensure the" glorification" of His blood-bought inheritance! And notice, dear mends,
how lovingly He extends the application of the words in verse 16,
where we read, " And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold:
them also I must bring, and they shall hear My voice; and there shall
be one FLOCK, and one Shepherd."
A certain modern school of the prophets endeavour to show that
these words have no reference to the Church of this dispensation,
which, they affirm, is not referred to here, nor in the rest of the
Gospels, nor yet in the Acts of the Apostles! But their arbitrary
interpretations can not explain away such language as this, which
is clearly in accord with that already quoted from the Epistles. As
a Gentile believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, I refuse to accept the
theory that these are merely Jewish Scriptures in which the Church,
as such, is not referred to, and is not included. I decline to be deprived
of the unspeakably blessed comfort which they bring to my soul, and
the confirmation they give to my faith. I desire earnestly to be
gl'aciously included amongst those of whom our Lord so lovingly
spoke when He uttered these words, as well as those equally explicit
and encouraging in the eleventh chapter: "I am the resurrection,
and the life: he that believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet
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shall he l~ve: and whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall never
die."
But we proceed. And for a moment let us stand in thought at the
threshold of Gethsemane, and at the foot of the hill called Calvary.
There we hear the memorable words recorded in the 17th chapter of
this same Gospel-when Jesus lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said,
" Father, the hour is come!" There is, you will perceive, a note of
triumph in the utterance! "THE hour is come; glorify Thy Son,
that Thy Son also may glorify Thee. As Thou hast given Him power
over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as Thou hast
given Binz,."
Here again it is clear that these emphatic words are not to be limited
to the " sheep" of the Jewish fold; and I earnestly trust that you
and I, dear friends, a.re included in the indescribable blessedness here
referred to--" that He should give eternal life to as many as Thou hast
given Hin"L"
You will find that there are seven things in this chapter which
our Lord says He has done. Seven is the Scripture number of perfection, and each of the seven things here referred to would form a more
than sufficient subject for a sermon! May the Holy Spirit enable us
to take in some measure of their sweet significance.
Verse 4: "I have glorified Thee on the earth."
Verse 4: "I have finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do."
Verse 6: "I have manifested Thy Name unto the men which Thou
gavest Me out of the world."
Verse 8: "I have given unto them the words which Thou gavest
lIIe." "I·have given them Thy Word."
Verse 12: "Those whom Thou gavest Me I have kept in Thy Name:
and I guarded them and not one of them is lost" (so the Greek).
Verse 18: "I have sent them into the world as Thou hast sent Me
into the world."
Finally, as bearing upon our present absorbing theme, we read :Verse 22: "And the glory which Thou gavest Me I have given them;
that they may be one, even as We are One: I IN THEM, AND THOU
IN ME, that they may be made perfect in One."
Is not that really grand and beautiful! And to think that this
blessedness and glory is destined for those who in themselves have
to confess, like Jacob, that they are" unworthy of the least" of the
Divine mercies!
At the same time, it would be impossible for words to be more
explicit, or more lovingly suggestive! The occasion itself adds infinite
value to their siguificance.
Standing in full view of Gethsemane and the cross, and all that they
meant for Himself, the Great Shepherd of the sheep proclaimed that
the grand purpose of His mission was to " give eternal life to as many
8S" the Father had given Him!
We can not go beyond that fact,
whatever may be the mystery lying behind the wonderful declaration.
And as the" eternal life " here spoken of could only be consu=ated
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in " glory," our Lord adds, " I have given them the glory which Thou
gavest Me "-" I in them, and Thou in Me." What riches of redeeming
love and grace are enshrined in those words! It is not merely that
we shall be " manifested with Him," and be " like Him," but we shall
be raised up together, in the MANIFESTED WORTHINESS OF CHRIST! "I
IN THEM, AND THOU IN ME."

Tills, dear friends, is the "Glorification of the People of God,"
as described by the great Head of the Church. You will not expect
me to unravel or delineate that glory. To acquire the penetrating
knowledge of an archangel, to soar on seraph's wings, would not
enable me to acllleve that task. Though" eye hath not seen, nor
ear heard" the glory, and the music of that benign condition, the
Holy Spirit enables us in a slight measure to perceive them; but
though St. Paul was once vouchsafed a nearer glimpse, he knew not
whether he was" in the body" or " out of the body," when he " heard
unspeakable words, which it is not possible for a man to utter." It
is no slight privilege for a poor sinner saved by sovereign grace, to be
permitted for a moment to dilate upon such a theme. The Illghest
intelligences can only bow in adoring wonder as they contemplate its
profundity. "Angels desire to look into them"; and, in like manner,
the Apostle prayed for the Ephesian Christians: "The eyes of your
understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the
hope of His calling, and what the riches of the glory of His inheritance
in the saints"; "That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith;
that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, may he able to comprehend
with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and
height." It will require all the saints to apprehend these tlllngs,
and especially the "love of Christ," which, at present, "passeth
inlowledge" ! (Ephes. i. and iii.) For ever, there will be more to krww!
In the 5th chapter of tills Epistle the inspired writer introduces
a beautiful figure by wlllch to emphasize tills consummation in glory:
"Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the Church,
and gave Himself for it; that He might sanctify and cleanse it with
the waslllng of water by the Word, that He might present to Himself
the Church arrayed in glory [so the Greek], not having spot, or wrinkle,
or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish."
" The Church arrayed in glory," such is the force of the Greek.
The phrase" present it to Himself," might be translated, " Have it
standing by Him." The Greek word translated "present" means
first to " stand by, or near," and in process of transition it comes to
mean, "to give in marriage." These usages are appropriately seen
in 2 Cor. iv. 14; Col. i. 22, 28; 2 Cor. xi. 2. In our present passage
the thought is undoubtedly that of the Heavenly Bridegroom welcoming the glorified Bride and having her standing by Him: just as an
ealthly bride stands beside the bridegroom on the day when, in all
true marriage, they become mystically united and are made "one
flesh."
He Who" gave Himself FOR" His heavenly Bride, now gives Him-
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self TO her. "He that lm;elh his wife loveth himself" proceeds theApostolic utteranee-" for no man ever yet hated his own flesh;'
but nounsheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the Church: because
we are members of His body, of His flesh, and of His bones."
.. On such love, my soul, still ponder I
Love

great, so rich, so free;
Say, while lost in holy wonder,
90

Why, 0 Lord, such love to ME?"
The passage takes our mind back to the first type in Scripture. The'
marriage instituted in Eden was really, in the plan of God, a type of
the union between' Christ and His Church. The Lord God caused a
deep sleep to fall upon Adam, " And He took one of his ribs, and
closed up the flesh instead thereof; and the rib, which the Lord God
had taken from man, builded He a woman, and brought her unto the·
man" (Gen. ii. 21, 22, margin). As Eve was in Adam, so Christ's,
Church was in Him, This is a blessed truth. God's people were·
never, in the purpose of God, out of Christ. God always saw them.
and does see them IN Christ. Here, they are radiant with His glory"
and, like Esther, clothed with the royal apparel! "He That sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one" (Heb. ii. 11).
Just as the mercy-seat and the cherubim were out of one piece of
solid gold, taken and beaten out of the solid lump, not joined or
fastened on, but " all out of one" piece, so Christ and His Church.
That is the glorious hope set before us.
" We wait for a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall transform [fashion anew] the body of our humiliation, that it may be con·
formed to the body of His glory" (Phil. iii. 21, R.V.).
We shall then be divested of all that has been derived simply from
the first Adam. All that is "natural" or comes under the words
earthly." H unholy," tt infirm," 11 sinful," or le corruptible," will
have been left in the grave never more to be assumed. We shall be
outwardly and inwardly conformed to the image and glory of our
adorable Redeemer and Lord. As the sainted Rutherford expresses
it:.
.. I shall sleep sound in Jesus:
Filled with His likeness rise,
To live and to adore Him,
To Bee Him with these eyes."
Death and suffering will then be swallowed up in victory. "The
Sl.iFFERINGS of this present time are not worthy to be compared with
the GLORY which shall be revealed in us" (Rom. viii. 18). How this
should cheer those who "moum in Zion"! Lingering disease,
corroding cancer, burning fevers, palsied limbs, foul temptations,
painful watchings, heart-rending bereavements, "stripes above
measure," prisons more frequent, perils in the wilderness, in the sea,
and amongst false brethren-these comprise the " light affliction "and yet who can measure their aggregate intensity l-But they are
" .light" in comparison with the" eternal wetght of glory" which the·
I'
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Eternal Lover has in store for His blood-bought Bride. The" Lamb
without blemish" has her "standing by Him," without even a
" 10rinkle" of that which is earthy-Oh, the mystery of eternal love,
and the greatness of the riches of His grace! "For He hath made
Him to be sin for us, Who knew no sin; that we might be made the
righteousness of God in Him" (2 Cor. v. 21).
" When this passing world is done,
When has sunk yon glaring sun ;
When we stand with Christ in glory,
Looking o'er life's finished story:
Then, Lord, shall I fully 1:nowNot till then-how much I owe.
" When I stand before the throne,
Dressed in beauty not mine own;

When I see Thee as Thou art,
Love Thee with unsinning heart:
Then, Lord, shall I fully knowNot till then-how much I owe."
THE SILVER AND THE GOLD.

" The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine, saith the Lord of hosts. The
glory oj this lauer house shall be greater than of the jormer."HAGGAI ii. 8, 9.
YES, LORD, the silver and the gold are Thine,
With all the wealth Thy wide dominion yields:
The silver harvest that the waves resign,
And all the golden harvest of the fields.
Thine are the glories of the newborn Spring,
When Earth responds to Thy creating voice:
The silver daisies Thy rich praises sing,
And golden cups in vernal dells rejoice.
The crescent of the evening sky is Thine,
Arrayed in silver beauty of its own:
The sun, with splendour golden and Divine,
Reflects the higher glory of Thy throne.
In Moses' law, as silver mirror bright,
They read Thy justice in the days of old:
But in Thy Gospel, with a new delight,
Thy gold of Grace in JESUS we behold.
Here, then, we rest, and at Thy footstool bow,
And wait the sweet fulfilment of Thy Word:
The silver is-The LORD is with us now;
The gold will be-" FOR EVER WITH THE LORD."

Cricklewood.

WILLIAM WILEMA..".
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(l!ottesponbrntt.
RESURRECTION!

To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. ORMISTON,-I enclose MS. for your kind acceptance. It
consists mainly of reminiscences this time. You will have heard that
dear ~1rs. Adams and I have recently visited Southsea for the purpose
of once more seeing the birthplace and homes of her beloved father
and the Resurrection ground from which will arise his glorified body.
It occurred to me (I trust from the Holy Spirit's prompting) that it
might not be uninteresting to the Readers of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
to recall some of the landmarks of time.
We had a very happy time together, not only in these visits but in
gleaning from the Word of God many sweet things" concerning Himself."
I do hope you are better; the weather has been warm and fine
but rather enervating. I am sure, however, you are reposing in the
love that never fails, the love that" with Him also "-that is such a
sweet word to me-" with Him also freely gives us all things." . . . .
What an inestimable blessing to have" a good hope through grace."
It brightens this life, even though we only" see through a glass darkly."
But what will it be when" face to face"! That hope strengthens one
in these stern strenuous times. We know all-all-is well.
With much Christian love,
Believe me, dear Mr. Ormiston,
Very sincerely yours,
September 12th, 1915.
NETTlE.

-------

TESTIMONY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL :IIfAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR,-I was very much moved in my spirit when reading the
article in the MAGAZINE on " He always chose the heavier end." What
an account of a young man apparently, who on the testimony of
his comrades always showed such unselfishness in choosing the heaviest
load! How my heart went out to him, and felt natural grief that
his life had been laid down, though for his King and Country. But
he has gone, we believe, to that Home where pain and suffering and'
all tears are passed away. I thought of him in his bodily presence,
amongst all the hellish inventions of destruction, with a hope and a
life which can never die.
Dark days we live in, abounding in error, pride, unbelief, infidelity.
I work among the artisan class, and you would be smprised at the
spirit of pride and self-confidence, boasting and pleasure-seeking, the
want of natural affection, and above all the materialistic spirit which
astonishes one considering the wonderful works of Creation around us.
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But what was foretold should come in the" last days" in 2 Tiro. iii.,
seems to betoken the time we live in.
I know, dear Sir, the deep depravity of my heart, what it could
and would do if grace prevented not. I could not tell all that has
passed since the Lord sent the arrow of conviction into my soul and
stopped my wild career. Many changes have I experienced since
then. And how beautiful and sweet is that word of the Saviour to
a poor sin-tossed and devil·harassed soul, "Come unto Me, all ye
that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." Ah!
that rest! Can we describe it! No, it is beyond words. Rest from
ourselves, rest from all the struggles to keep the Law, rest from the
world, and from the aIlurements of natural things. And a going out
unto Christ by faith, a hope begotten in us, having the love of God
shed abroad in our hearts. But how we find "the flesh lusteth
against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh, and these are
contrary the one to the other."
Oh! that wonderful change of which Paul speaks: ., If any man
be in Christ, he is a new creature; old things are passed away; behold,
all things are become new." Ah, they do ! when by faith we see Him
"Who His own Self bare our sins in His own body on the tree,
that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by Whose
stripes ye were healed. For ye were as sheep going astray; but are
now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls." Can I
praise Him enough Who is "a Prince and a Saviour, for to give
repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins." That precious blood!
that dying love! "that worms of earth should be one with Incarnate
Deity" !
And the Lord Who is ever merciful, long-suffering, and full of pity
d<;>es not leave me when I sin against light and knowledge. What
crosses and losses and disappointments we have to bear before we
learn that it is not in anger but in Fatherly care and Covenant love
that they are sent. What wandering silly sheep we are, but what a
mercy when we can say from the heart, " Thy will be done." What
stubborn wills we have, some of us. But the Lord knows how to
deal with each of us. . . . . .
Believe me,
Yours sincerely,
A READER.
September, 1915.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARJIY AND NAVY.
To the Editor 01 THE GOSPEL fuGAZINE.
DEAR SIR,-A Chaplain writes: "How good of you to send me
another parcel of Bibles. They have come most opportunely, for
my supply was running short and the demands increasing. The
opportunities and responsibilities are greater. Accept my sincere
and very grateful regard and thanks for these precious volumes."
A Missionary at Aldershot writes: "The parcel of publications

The Gospel Magazine

625

and Testaments you have so kindly sent me has come to hand, with
many thanks. I visited the barracks on Friday and distributed
my last Gospels and publications, and I was thinking and wondering
where the next supply was to come from, and when your parcel came
to hand on Saturday evening it took me by sUTprise, and made me
very grateful, seeing at once the hand of our loving Lord supplying
my need to enable me to continue my visits to the men in the barracks.
I have made up many little parcels and placed them in the barracks
that I have visited. This has been and is very pleasant work indeep.
Truly the Spirit of the Lord is working among the men in the army.
Ever since last winter, before leaving my home to visit the men my
dear :vife and I ask our dear loving Lord to kindly lead me to the men
that will receive His precious Word, and every time the Lord has
led me and prospered my work. To God be all the praise and glory.
His Word shall not return void, it shall prosper. May every copy
that you have sent me be owned and blessed by the Lord to the salvation of souls. May the God of all grace bless and prosper you in your
labour of love."
This friend worked many years ago amongst the seamen at Venice,
and would value the prayers of Christian friends on behalf of his work
at the great military centre of Aldershot.
New doors are opening on all hands, and fresh help for our Soldiers
and Sailors is much needed.
YOUTS sincerely,
6, STIRLING ROAD,
R. E. BRIDER.
BATH ROAD, BRISTOL.
September, 1915.
WHEN Christ was upon the earth, His first and His great care was
for those that were weak in graee, the first sermon that He preached
-" Blessed are the poor in spirit" and " Blessed are they that mourn"
(Matt. v. 3, 4). He doth not say, "Blessed are those that have
assurance of the love of God," and" Blessed are those that have the
sense of His love in their hearts," but, "Blessed are the poor," and
"Blessed are they that mourn." And when any poor, doubting,
trembling soul came unto Him, He would not cast away their service
because it was accompanied with infirmity; but He would rather
pass by their infirmity because it was accompanied with sincerity.
So the woman that came behind Him; so Nicodemus. And when
any poor soul could not come to Christ in Christ's way, Christ would
come down to him in his way. "Thomas," saith He, " thou wilt not
honour Me by believing unless thou seest; Thomas, thou wilt not
come up to Me in My way: well, I ,viII come down to thee in thy way;
come, reach hither thy finger, and thrust thy hand into My side,
and be not faithless, but believing." Oh, the admirable condescension
of the love of Jesus Christ! Beloved, He is the same now in heaven.Bridge.
4°
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19rotelitant 16earon.
WORDS OF WARNING.
MOST solemn, most true, and most timely are the words of warning
addressed to his fellow-countrymen by that veteran Protestant
standard-bearer, the Rev. C. Stirling, in a pamphlet entitled, "Is
England Doomed 1 "
. We join our brother in testifying that the security and ascendancy
amongst the nations of this Protestant Empire depend on her
faithfulness to that Word of God which forbids all complicity with
Idolatry and Infidelity, and co=ands uncompromising allegiance to
" the Faith which was once delivered unto the saints." The voice of
God-the living God-is speaking to our Nation in tones of unmistakable emphasis. The needof the hour is the grace of repentance. We
beseech our Readers to plead with our prayer-hearing God that repentance may be granted to our rulers and fellow-subjects at large ere
it be too late.
Mr. Stirling has also issued a one-page su=ary of the main points
of his forcible pamphlet, to whi~h he appends a tabular statement of
the persistent progress made by the Church of Rome in our beloved
Country during a range of years extending from the year 1851 to the
end of 1914.
This summary runs as follows :" THE' ROMAN CATHOLIC EMANCIPATION' ACT, 1829, THE SOURCE OF
ENGLAND'S WOES.
" ENGLAND! BE WARNED!
" ENGLISHMEN!
"THE CHASTENING ROD OF THE ALMIGHTY IS UPON OUR COUNTRY.
" GOD HAS ACONTROVERSY WITH OUR LAND, AND 'WHAT IS THAT
CONTROVERSY 1
"TAUGHT by the history of Ancient Israel, recorded for our learning,
we find that a People entrusted with a knowledge of the One and
only True God has prospered when faithful to Him-but when lapsing
into Idolatry, has been instantly and severely punished.
" So it has been with England.
" The deposit of Divine Truth enshrined in the Bible, was confided
to England at the Reformation in the Sixteenth Century, and wonderfully secured to us, after a struggle of about 150 years, from 1550
to 1700, by the Protestant Constitution estahlished at the glorious
Revolution.
,
" So long as England, during the last three centuries and a half, has
been faithful to her Protestantism, she has been prosperous at home,
and respected abroad. But whenever she has swerved from the
Protestant Religion, and fostered Romish Idolatry and Superstition,
she has invariably been visited with disaster and humiliation.
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" By the Constitution of 1689, POPERY WAS PUT DOWN. Papists
were excluded from Parliament, and from all Puhlic Offices, and
disfranchised, as being the votaries and subjects, not of a Protestant
Sovereign, but of a usurping, alien, and hostile power, the Pope of
Rome, the Papal Antichrist, and, as such, a danger to the State and
unwOlthy to be trusted with political power.
" But in 1793 the Franchise was restored to them on their solemnly
swearing (a1Ul the oath was suggested by themselves) that they would:
(a) Jot use this privilege to attack the settlement of property in
Ireland; nor (b) assail the Protestant Church; nor (c) attempt to
interfere with the Protestant Succession to the Throne.
"This concession was followed by the demand for the admission
of Papists to Parliament.

" This claim was called
" 'ROMAN CA'fROLIC EMANCIPATION.'
"To obtain it, the Pope, who had restored in 1814 the Jesuit Order
(suppressed "for ever" by his predecessor in 1773), launched their
force against England, through Ireland-and stirred up the spirit of
sedition and rehellion in that country, civil war being threatened in case
the Roman Catholic demand were refused.
" At the same time the usual deceit and wiles were employed, the
same oaths being proffered as those by which the Franchise was
obtained, such oaths being intended only to be broken.
"The Government of Wellington and Peel bent to the storm, and
to avert, as they declared, the evils of civil war, they abandoned all
their former pledges to the Protestants, and introduced and ' rushed'
through Parliament in 1829, that Fatal Measure of so-called
" 'ROMAN CATHOLIC EMANCIPATION.'
" By that Act, the noble work of our forefathers was undone-the
Protestant Constitution was overthrown-the Protestant Flag was
hauled down, and Popery, the inveterate foe of England and of all
Religious and Civil Freedom, was elevated once more to Political
power.

"The consequences of that surrender have been, as foreseen and
predicted, that England has become, practically, a satellite of the
Pope, who dominates Parliament by his 86 Romish 'Members for
the Pope,' in the British House of Co=ons.
" In 1845, we endowed the Romish College of Maynooth.
" In 1854, sent forth Romish Priests with the Army to set up THE
MASS in the British Camp.
"In 1857, placed Romish Priests in India on the same footing with
Protestant Chaplains.
.
" In 1860-70, introduced Rome's Priests into our Workhouses and
Gaols.
" In 1869, disestablished and plundered the Irish Protestant Church.
" In the Boer War, again we set up the Mass in the Camp.

•
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"In Ireland, we have established a University controlled by Rome.
"In 1910, we abolished the Royal' Declaration against Transubstantiation and the Mass and Worship of the Virgin, as Superstitious and
Idolatrous,' thus opening the Succession to the Throne to a Papist.
" In 1915, we have sent a Plenipotentiary practically to grovel at the
feet of the Pope.
"Over a Million of the Public Money is devoted annually to the
support of Popery.
" The Established Church has been captmed by the Jesuits, and the
Mass has been restored in our Churches.
"England has been, as foretold in 1829, u.nprotestantized, and disaster
has followed each stage of our apostasy, and now we are being brought
low.
" The Almighty is visiting us for our lapse into the old Idolatry.
There is but one remedy. Put Popery down. Repeal the fatal Act
of 1829. Re·establish your Protestant Constitution. Renew your
testimony to God's Glorious Truth! Then victory will once more
be chained to your standards; Then England will be herself again!
" I am, Your faithful Servant,
"CHARLES STIRLING, ilL'\., OXON.
" (Formerly Vicar of New Maiden and Ooombe, Su.rrey.)
"Weston·super-Mare, 1915."
" Is England Doomed? " may be had from the Author, at Westonsuper-Mare, price One Penny, or 7s. per hundred. We trust it will
be. widely circulated and much owned of God.
THE EDITOR.
"IS THERE NOT A CAUSE? "
" THE DEFEAT OF THE SPANISH ARMADA COMPARED WITH THE
PRESENT WAR."
UNDER the above title, the Rev. J. J. Beddow, late Vicar of
Drypool, Hull, has issued in pamphlet form a national warning,
from which we feel constrained to quote at some length, in the prayerful hope that the circulation of our brother's weighty words may
thereby be promoted at this solemn crisis in our beloved Country's
history.
After commenting on the persistent marked neglect by our Nation
to give God " His true and proper honour as the Governor and Arbiter
of the destiny of nations," and "the equally widespread failure to
take our proper position in unreserved confession of our national sins
and shortcomings," Mr. Beddow proceeds :" If it be true that ' Promotion cometh neither from the east, nor
from the west, nor from the south. But God is the Judge: He putteth
down one, and ~etteth up another' (Psa. lxxv. 6, 7), the history of the
British Empire for the past 300 or 400 years exhibits a striking object-
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lesson of Divine favour distinguishingly bestowed upon a particular
people. During that period we have risen from a third-rate nation
to an Empire 'upon which the sun never sets.' Unless we are prepared to banish God from His Universe, He must have controlled this.
"Nowadays, however, men write and act as though everything
depends upon human skill and prudence, and the effectiveness of
munitions and implements of scientific warfare. It is true that there
are a few praiseworthy exceptions to the general rule, in which
recognized leaders of religious thought have spoken and prayed in
subordination to the Divine Will, and in unqualified acknowledgment
of the many and surprising favours, evidently due to Divine interposition, which stand out in bold outline in the history of our Empire.
But the prevailing impression left by recent utterances and official
action is, that' God is on the side of the big battalions.' We are of
course considering the' religious' sphere, in which it is assumed that
the statements of high officials and Church dignitaries reflect the
general sentiment.
"Cromwell's motto, on the other hand, was 'Trust in God, and
keep your powder dry!' Trust in God came first. It would not be
difficult to illustrate that attitude by other incidents in other great
crises of our national history, of a similar character.
" Is that descriptive of the state of mind existing amongst us at
the present moment? Perhaps it may be in some measure increasingly existent now, as compared with the earlier proceedings connected
with the War. But the first indications were: a natural pride in the
maguificent outburst of spontaneous loyalty which overspread Great
Britain and her Dependencies; a long-existent confidence in the
invulnerability of our Navy; and an almost unqualified assurance
that om cause in this conflict was indisputably a righteous cause, and
therefore we must unquestionably be ultimately victorious.
" The present writer was in South Africa at the outbreak of the
War, and during its progress for several months. He remembers how
the above features were dominant in the English newspapers which
reached that Colony from week to week, and how, in a great measure,
they were reflected by the loyalists of South Africa. But another
fact impresses him most in connection with the War as it affected that
part of our possessions. General Botha is at this moment before the
world as the victor in our conflict with Germany in that quarter of the
globe. And what was the inspiring motive which dominated his
conduct? 'The Sacredness of an Oath.' In other words, ' The fear
of God'! There were undoubtedly other serious considerations
involved, but this was decisive. Few Englishmen, out of South Africa,
have any conception of the great dangers which surrounded him, or
of the innumerable contingencies which, humanly speaking, might
have accomplished his ruin, and thereby have resulted in irreparable
loss to our Empire. In the result God has placed upon him a signal
honour. Friendship, and kinship, devotion to his native land, as well
as possible personal advantage to himself, were all set aside in loyalty
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to the Sovereign to whom he had sworn fealty in the name of God.
, Them that honour Me I will honour, and they that despise Me shall
be lightly esteemed' (I Sam. ii. 30). Instrumentally he secured the
first decisive victory of the War.
" Is it possible that the special feature referred to as existing with
General Botha has been lacking on the part of those engaged in the
conflict nearer home 1 Have the considerations before referred to
outweighed our sense of indebtedness to, or dependence upon, God 1
Have we anything to guide us in the past in following up such an
inquiry 1 It happened that the defea;t of the Spanish Armada occurred
about this period of the year in 1588-just 327 years ago. Probably
no attempt to invade the British Isles can in any proper sense be
compared with that. . . . There are some points in which it resembled
the present conflict with Germany. There is certainly a correspondence in the magnitude of the preparations made by our antagonists
in both cases. There is also a striking similarity with regard to the
extent of the area laid under reqnisition. The long line of coast extending from Cape Finisterre to the extreme point of Sicily was at that time
converted into one vast building-yard by our enemies. At intervals
along this line of some 1,500 or 2,000 miles, keels were laid down of
a size then deemed colossal, and carpenters were busy fastening thereto
the bulging ribs. Wherever shipbuilders were to be found, whether
in the West Indies or in America, Philip n. searched them out, and
had them transported to Spain to help forward the great and holy
work of crushing England and thereby exterminating heresy. One
writer states that' thousands of looms were set to work to weave cloth
for sails; hundreds of forges were in full blaze, smelting the ore, which
gangs of workmen were hammering into guns, pikes, and all sorts of
war material. . . . The ships were victualled for six months. It was
believed that by the expiry of that period the object of the Armada
would be accomplished, and the sailors and soldiers of Spain would
eat of the corn of England.'
" The Armada numbered 150 vessels, great and small, armed, and
fully pl'Ovisioned. Its burden was 60,000 tons, compared with the
28 sail of the English navy, the aggregate tonnage of which did not
exceed the tonnage of a .single transatlantic steamer of our day..
There were, besides, several features in these preparations which
resembled very closely certain accompaniments of the present War.
Like the Kaiser, Philip n. of Spain, whilst these preparations were
being made, expressed the most friendly feelings towards England,
and everything was done to conceal the fact of the preparations, and,
when they were discovered, to assign their destiny to an entirely
different part of the world. The English agent in l\iadrid was misled
by these explanations, and wrote home an account which lulled
suspicions to sleep. . . . . . . . .
" Another point of contact was that, in addition to the preparations
by Philip himself, the Duke of Parma, his governor in Belgium, said
to be the ablest general of his age, was preparing another Armada to
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co-operate with that raised by Philip. Flanders, which has been the
seat of sucb stupendous operations during the present War, tben contributed vastly to swell tbe Armada's proportions. Dunkirk, Nieuport,
tbe Yper-Iee, Dixmude, Antwerp, Ghent, and Bruges, besides tbe
wbole of tbe Spanish Netherlands, were laid under requisition. Again
tbere was treacbery and falsebood. Wben Queen Elizabcth sent her
Commissioners to tbe Low Countries to inquire as to these extensive
preparations, Parma protested, with tears in bis eyes, tbat there lived
not on earth one who more vehemently desired peace tban bimself.
These protestations were accepted, the Commissioners returned at tbe
end of three months, and England was sootbed into dreams of peace,
wbicb were scarcely broken until tbe guns of tbe Spanisb Armada
were heard in the English Cbannel. So much for the parallel, of
which very much more might be written. Now for the contrast.
" Just as the Armada was about to sail, tbe Marquis Santa Cruz,
wbo had been appointed to the chief command, died. Tbat was
calamity No. 1. It was next found that the tiny sails were so out of
proportion to the huge hulks, tbat in 21 days it was not able to double
Cape Finisterre. In crossing the Bay of Biscay it encountered a storm
which scattered these towering vessels in every direction. In calmer
weatber tbey rallied, but in a second storm off Usbant one of the
largest vessels went down witb all hands, and two others were stranded
on the shores of France. It was not until two montbs after sailing
from Lisbon that the beacon fires on the shores and hills of England
proclaimed the fact that the Spanish fleet was in tbe Channel. Rumour
had not exaggerated its proportions. All controversies were forgotten
in the one absorbing interest; 'and the cry of tbe Nation went up to
tbe Throne above, tbat He Who covered His people in Egypt on that
awful night when the angel passed through the land, would spread
His wing over England and not suffer tbe Destroyer to touch it.' And
was that cry unheeded? Did not God fight for England then? 'Thou
didst blow with Thy wind, the sea covered them: they sank as lead
in the mighty waters' (Exod. xv. 10) must surely be our calm conviction as we read tbe bistorian's description of that momentous
struggle! . . . . . . . . .
" As the time approached for a decisive engagement the Spaniards
became anxious at tbe non-appearance of the otber section of the
Armada under the command of Parma. The Duke of Medina Sidonia
sent messenger after messenger urging a speedy arrival. It was all in
vain. Tbe Hand which can frustrate the most perfectly developed
buman contrivances was evidently controlling tbe movements of every
section of tbe opposing forces. Tbe Land wbicb was being assailed
bad become tbe bome of Gospel Trutb and the bulwark of civil and
religious liberty. The assailants were tbe representatives of a religious
and moral tyranny which the bulk of tbe nations of Europe bad found
intolerable. Had Pbilip succeeded in bis enterprise, and Spain taken
the place of England, it is appalling to tbink what at tbis bour would
bave been the condition of tbe world. Wbat bad become of Parma's
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fleet, upon which, in the Spanish interests, so much depended at this
critical juncture 1
" The Dutch had drawn a line of warships along the Netherland
coast, and Parma and his sailors and soldiers were imprisoned in their
own ports. What an oversight, you say! Months of labour and
millions of ducats lost for want of the means of exit. An' oversight'
indeed, but one which, surely, revealed the Hand of God! There have
been' oversights' in the present 'Var, serious in their consequences;
but have they been so manifestly on the side favoured at the time
now under consideration 1 If not, why not 1 The scenes which
followed are amongst the most thrilling in our national history.
Bravery, resourceful skill, and dogged perseverance were conspicuous
throughout on the side of the assailed; but never perhaps, in human
history, was there a more literal fulfilment of the words, 'Thy right
hand, 0 Lord, is become glorious in power: Thy right hand, 0 Lord,
hath dashed in pieces the enemy. And in the greatness of Thine
excellency Thou hast overthrown them that rose up against Thee '.
Thou sentest forth Thy wrath, which consumed them as stubble'
(Exod. xv. 6, 7).
" The eight English fire-ships which were sent amongst the massed
Spanish galleons in the dar:l-ness of the night, caused them to cut their
cables, and to bear away into the North Sea in the utmost confusion
and panic. The English pursued, riddled them with fire, converting
the ships into shambles, and a freshening breeze threatened to wreck
them on the coast of Flanders. At the end of this engagement the
power of the Armada had been broken; most of its vessels were in a
sinking condition; from 4000 to 5000 of its soldiers had been shot
down; and at least as many more lay wounded and dying on board
their shattered galleons. Of the English not more than 100 had
fallen!
" Choosing the lesser of two evils, the officers of the Armada decided
to return to Spain, though they had to do so in battered ships, without
pilots, and through unknown and dangerous seas. Drake followed
them for a day or two. As his ammunition was exhausted, he could
not fire a shot, but the sight of his ships was enough, the Spaniards
fled, and did not even stay to succour their leaking vessels, which
went down unhelped amid the waves. With powder all gone, and
fearing famine amongst his crews, Drake turned back from the fleeing
foe. But the tempest took up the pursuit, and the last the English
saw of the Armada were the vanishing forms of the retreating galleons.
They were, writes the historian, 'driven from light into darkness' ;
they were ' chased out of the world.' What succeeded as the angry
billows followed the vessels with relentless cruelty is almost indescribable
.
" In appraising the issue one writer thus describes the prevailing
sentiment. 'All acknowledged the skill and daring of the English
Admirals, and the patriotism and bravery of the English sailors and
soldiers, but all at the same time confessed that these alone could not

'
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haveTsaved the throne of Elizabeth. . . . Even the Spaniards con·
fessed that the Divine Hand was upon them; that ONE looked forth
at times from the storm-cloud that pursued them, and troubled them.'
That, surely, was the great lesson of the defeat of the Spanish Armada.
Until the present War no attempt of such proportions had been made
to bring about the conquest of England.
" In reviewing the present War, so stupendous in its operations, can
we say that the Hand of God has been with us so manifestly 1 Valour,
courage, heroism, fortitude, skill, self-denial, have been exhibited in a
superlative degree. No officers or men could have fought with more
indomitable courage against the unprecedented forces and machinations
which have been arrayed against them than our sailors and soldiers
have displayed! Providences, too, there have doubtless been experienced, both individually and collectively, to strengthen in some
measure our cause. But what comparison do they bear to those of
the Armada 1 And how are we to explain the blundering and confusion which have admittedly been so rampant 1 Have not our
hearts been lacerated by the reflection that probably thousands of
precious Jives have been sacrificed on the altars of incompetency and
inefficiency 1 It is needless to enter into details. The question which
suggests itself is, Does not all this point to the fact that something is
lacking compared with the past 1 In the Book, which our forefathers
reverenced, allusion is made to Israel under circumstances of Divine
favour, and it is said of them, 'For the Lord hath driven out from
before you great nations and strong: but as for you, no man hath been
able to stand before you unto this day. One man of you shall chase
a thousand: for the Lord your God, He it is That fighteth for you'
(Joshua xxiii. 9, 10). So that God is not necessarily on the side of the
big battalions
Although our cause is undoubtedly a righteous
cause, God has hitherto withheld from us the Victory for which we
are striving. Does this not suggest that, apart from the merits of the
present dispute, something is religiously and morally wrong with the
Nation 1 If so, the fact that other nations may be more culpable
than ourselves, and that such charges apply, in an unexampled degree,
to the enemy now arrayed against us, are not mitigating circumstances
for the time being as regards ourselves! Assuming that we have been
a favoured and privileged people in the past, we may, at least temporarily, have forfeited the special regard of the Arbiter of the destiny
of nations, by our wrong-doing and apostasy-apostasy, that is, from
Truth previously held, and departure from recognized principles
under which we had, in preceding crises, been more favourably dealt
with. It is not necessary to be 'pro-German' to pursue such an
inquiry, any more than it is necessary to pronounce a surgeon brutal
because he probes a dangerous wound
.
"Is it not true that hefore a German bomb had been levelled
against us there had been sapping and mining in the religious
and moral sphere 1 Long before the policy of Bernhardi was
exploited and recognized, the philosophical and theological teach·
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ings of German 'Higher Criticism' had been accepted in England
to such an extent, that there is scarcely a College or University which
has not more or less succumbed to its influence. It is not enough to
hold up holy hands in protest against the teaching of Treitschke and
Nietzsche. When the first eleven chapters of Genesis are almost
universally treated as of a merely legendary character, and the imprimatur of the Lord Jesus Christ on the subject of Inspiration is virtually,
if not specifically, rejected, what remains 1 Has not the citadel
been surrendered 1 Apart from the authority of Christ, and the
binding character of an inspired Book, one man's opinion concerning
the moral and religious value of the' Sermon on the Mount' is as good
as another's. It is only the halo of an inherited religiousness which
will, in such circumstances, hinder the widespread approval of the
dogmas now reprobated as inhuman and barbarous, and which have
been put into actual practice by Germany. The disintegrating
.
influences operating in this direction may be easily shown
The Articles of the Church of England, and the no less explicit
, Trust Deeds' of Nonconformity, have been treated as ' a mere scrap
of paper.' . . .
"'Take another view! From the period of the Spanish Armada,
to which reference has been made, the Established Church of this
Country became the representative of a reformed, Evangelical fait!:,
based upon the inspired Scriptures, and an exponent of the true
principles of civil and religious liberty which have invariably accompanied a genuine belief in the Bible. How does it now answer that
description 1 It is affirmed that over 9,000 of its clergy are supporters
of the Oxford movement, 3,413 (of whom 21 are Bishops), although
they have solemnly subscribed to the xxxix Articles, have joined the
'English Church Union.' That Union is pledged to support the
introduction and use of Mass Vestments, Altar Lights, Incense, Wafer
Bread, the Eastward (or sacrificial) Position, and the Mixed Chalice.
Dr. Wace, the Dean of Canterbury, has frequently stated that the
Bishops themselves are mainly responsible for the chaotic condition
thus produced in the Church of England. He declares that at the
present moment they are, as a body, endeavouring to amend the
Constitution of the Church so as to satisfy lawbreakers and con. t ors.I . . . . . . . . .
splfa
"The worship of the Virgin Mary is maintained in the most
unequivocal manner. She is held up as entitled to adoration because
she 'consented' to become the Mother of our Lord, and gave
, permission' for Him to die on Calvary! When Bishops are appealed
to they have no stronger condemnation than that the language is
, unwise' and' unguarded.' The fact that these Prelates have given
a solemn promise, before God, to ' banish and drive away all erroneous
and strange doctrine, contrary to God's Word,' does not count. It is
only a 'scrap of paper'! Can it be a matter of surprise, under all
these suggestive circumstances, that God has apparently disregarded
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our prayers 1 May we not, with David in the Valley of Elah, ask the
question, ' Is there not a cause 1 ' . . ..
" Religious teachers and moralists have written profusely concerning the Cause, both before the War and since its outbreak. They have
lamented the general lack of that outward reverence for God which
our forefathers manifested. Our inordinate love of pleasure; the
gambling spirit; the revelations of the Divorce Courts; the selfish
extravagance manifested in the millions per annum spent in games
and sports and luxuries; the £166,000,000 per annum spent on
intoxicants; the immoral tendency of the theatres and other places
of public entertainment. These with other 'signs of the times'
undoubtedly go to make up a formidable indictment. And yet the
real cause may be deeper still. It is of the nature of leprosy that it
proceeds at first as an internal corruption, before it is manifested on
the surface. The foregoing message is intended to suggest that a
similar process has been sapping the moral and spiritual fibre of our
Nation. Whilst there is so much insincerity and unreality in our
prayers, how can we expect' God to regard them 1 The words of
Daniel may well be reiterated in our ears: 'Thou hast praised the
gods of silver, and gold, of b-ass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not,
nor hear, nor know: and the God in 'Whose hand thy breath is, and
Whose are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified' (Dan. v. 23). . . .
Assuming that our condition approximates in any substantial proportions to that which is outlined above, the following may be the Divine
message to us as a people :-' Son of man, these men have set up
their idols in their heart, and put the stumblingblock of their iniquity
before their face: should I be enquired of at all by them 1 Therefore
speak unto them, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God;
Every man of the house of Israel that setteth up his idols in h;s heart,
and putteth the stumblingblock of his injquity before his face, and
cometh to the prophet; I the Lord 'TIll answer him that cometh
according to the multitude of his idols; that I may take the house of
Israel in their own heart, because they are all estranged from Me
through their idols. Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus
saith the Lord God; Repent, and turn yourselves from your idols;
and turn away your faces from all your abominations. . . . . .. Ye
shall know that I have not done without cause all that I have done in it,
saith the Lord God' (Ezek. xiv. 3-6, and 23).
" There are not lacking many in our favoured land who are laying
these things seriously to heart and who are earnestly pleading at the
Throne of Grace, that God may be pleased to give us true, unfeigned
repentance, and restore us to that simplicity of Faith and Worship
under which He so graciously blessed and caused us to prosper. They
are the' Lord's Remembrancers' (Isa. Ixii. 6, margin). That their
number may be multiplied a thomandfold is the earnest prayer of the
Writer.
" , Turn us again, 0 Lord God of hosts, cause Thy face to shine;
and we shall be saved' (Psa. Ixxx. 19)."
.
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May the Spirit of Truth abundantly bless this faithful testimony-.
The pamphlet, consisting of 20 clearly printed pages, and of convenient
size for enclosure in ordinary correspondence, maybe obtained from
Messrs. Farncombe & Sons, Ltd., 30, Imperial Bnildings, Ludgate
Circus, London, E.C.; from Mr. J. T. Cox, 85, Abbey Street, Hull;
or from the Hon. Sec., Sovereign Grace Union, 3, Claude Villas, Love
Walk, Denmark Hill, London, S.E. Price One Penny; 10d. per
dozen; 6/6 per 100: all orders over one dozen post free.
THE EDITOR.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.

By

THE

SOCIETY'S

SECRETARY.

ON Tuesday, October 12th, the Annual Sale of Work and Afternoon
Meeting of the Brighton Branch will (n.v.) be held in the North Road
Lecture Hall, Brighton, near the Station. The Sale will open in the
morning at 11.0 o'clock, and in the afternoon at 3.30. Mr. Samuel
Banfield will preside over the Anniversary Meeting, when addresses
will be given by the Revs. W. Dodgson Sykes, M.A., RD., J. W. Tobitt,
J.K. Popham, and others. The attendance of all friends of the Society
and visitors to the town is heartily invited. Tea will be provided.
Mr. S. Combridge, our local Hon. Secretary, and the Ladies and
Committee, are desirous that in this time of stress the work of the
Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society should be specially remembered.
The Quarterly Record for October has been issued, this number
completing its thirtieth year. It is illustrated, and contains articles
bearing upon the work of the Society. Copies will be sent to any
friends willing to distribute them in promising quarters. Every
effort is being made to keep the Institution well before all who value
the truths upon which it is based. In these strenuous days the
sympathy and support of all the Lord's people are urgently needed.
If systematic giving were generally calTied out there would not be
financial difficulties, and it would remove the erroneous idea that a
little is not worth much. A few pence here, and a few pence there,
how can they be of any real value 1 Why, as a fact, it is the small
sums, regularly given, which gladden those whose work it is to raise
funds. The large donation is thankfully received, but that constant
small subscription, that long list of constant small subscriptions.
which can be depended upon to come in regularly, is far better. And
then do something, as well as give. Money is not everything. Make
yourself acquainted with the work, speak a word for it in season,
and you will find that your actual gift is but a part of the real good
you have accomplished.
The majority of our 1390 pensioners have heard the clock of time
strike out its solemn threescore years and ten, and their old age is
commonly a period of declining bodily powers and sometimes of
increasing mental decrepitude. Do not the ears often become deaf,
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and the eyes darkened, and manifold infirmities increase 1 Christians
have no immunity from disease or poverty, or from afRiction or bodily
decline, and in their need they mutely appeal to the sympathies and
help of their fellow-believers. The Bible has been their daily companion. Many a passage has been to them a "rod" and" staff,"
through their long pilgrimage, and they can testify to the goodness and
mercy that have followed them, as promised by a Covenant-keeping
God. As they who voyage to the Spice Islands catch the fragrance
as they approach the shore, so the travellers to the Better Country
inhale some sweet foretastes, when they draw nearer Home. May
many new helpers be constrained to joy in this ministration.
" 'The poor-lI'Iy poor-are with you still,
And ye may help them when and as ye will ':Such was the legacy Incarnate Love
Bequeath'd His own before He soared above."

1~

asstng

iEbents.

A MONTHLY RECORD.
ON September 5th the Tsar took the supreme command of the Russian
forces on the Eastern frontiers. He addressed a message to the Grand
Duke Nicholas, thanking him for his" steady bravery," and saying
that now that the enemy had penetrated into the interior of the
Empire, it was his duty to share with his army the fatigues of war.
The Grand Duke Nicholas now commands in the Caucasus.
At the reassembling of Parliament on September 14th, the UnderSecretary for War stated that the British casualties for the first year
of the War, up to August 21st, were 381,982. Of these the killed, or
those who died of wounds, numbered: officers, 4,965, other ranks,
70,992. These figures include the casualties in the Dardanelles, where
the total for all ranks is 87,630; 3,874 being officers, and 83,756 men.
Hostile aircraft have on several occasions during the past month
visited the Eastern Counties, and also the London district, dropping
bombs. The casualties were almost wholly confined to civilians, and
no damage of any military importance was effected. Such raids serVe
to illustrate th~ barbarous and cruel methods of warfare resorted to
by a so-called 'cultured" nation.
Admiral Sir Percy M. Scott, Bt., K.C.B., KC.V.O., LL.D., has been
appointed to take charge of the gunnery defences of London against
attack by enemy aircraft.
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It was announced in the House of Lords on September 14th that
the Royal approval had been given that morning to an Order in
Council decreeing that the date of Disestablishment under the Welsh
Church Act should be postponed until the end o~ the present War.

A recent issue of The English Churchman says: "Lord Cromer's
articles on Germany, which are appearing in The Spectator, are well
worthy of attentive consideration. They are both well-informed and
illuminating as to the conditions which have combined to produce
German thought, character, and life. In the fourth of the series he
deals with religion, and points out two matters of most serious
import. One is the spread of infidelity among the learned men,
and the other is the bondage of the Lutheran Church, which has
practically degenerated into a department of the Civil Service. He
tells us that' the views of many of the leaders of German thought are
frankly atheistical,' and that even where a Superior Power is acknowledged the doctrines of Christianity are contemptuously abjured.
Consequently the Professors have indoctrinated the plastic minds of
their pupils with a supercilious antagonism to all truc religious sentiment and action. The old practice known as 'tuning the pulpits'
has been in vogue for a long time, and the pastors have been e:\"1lected
to speak in accordance with the reqnirements of the State, Even
if they had a desire to do otherwise they had not the power, for' the
German Church, like everything else German, is admirably organized,
but the clergy depend on the Government for their daily bread.' As
a consequence, the pastors have been 'either unwilling or wholly
unable to do anything to stem the tide of materialism and brutality
which, after gathering head for many years, has now swept like a
devastating hurricane over the country.' This correct and straightforward account of the malign influences at work and their result
should put a stop to the Romish campaign of slander again~t
Protestantism. The present state of things is not due to the teaching
of Luther and his followers, but to the deliberate rejection of that
teaching, both in the Universities and the Churches."

Mr. Kensit, who \VI'ote to Sir Edward Grey asking whether the
rumour that Sir Henry Howard had been recalled from the Vatican
was correct, has received from the Foreign Office the following reply:
" In reply to your letter of the 2nd inst, relative to the reported recall
of the British Mission to the Vatican, I am directed by the secretary
of Sir Edward Grey to state that Sir Henry Howard has recently
returned to England on leave of absence for a short time, and that
during his absence Mr. Gregory is acting as His Majesty's Charge
d'Ariaires."
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Even the secular Press seems beginning to acknowledge that
obedience to the Sabbath law is best in regard to the production of
war munitions. We quote from The Time-<. "There seems to be no
room for doubt that the constant strain to which many war workers
are being subjected is telling upon their physical strength. This has
been especially noted in those cases where a week-end rest has had
to be given up and where long hours of working-as much as twelve
hours a day-are in force. Some of the workers have broken down
under the pressure, and some have been incapacitated for longer 01'
shorter periods. . . . It seems clear that the week-end rest is after
all the most economical solution of the problem; the men return to
work on Monday stronger and better, and they work harder in conse·
quence, while the wastage through breakdown and illness is reduced."
An Evangelical contemporary writing on tlus subject well says:
" Behind this problem, however, lies a deeper one-does the Govern·
ment, does the Nation, honestly desire to ' remember the Sabbath Day
to keep it holy' 1 That is the crux of the whole matter. If they do;
we should have thought that some way of avoiding Sunday work
could surely be found; if they do not, then the position is very serious.
One conespondent puts quite clearly the points he desires to urge:
, Our Bishops, Clergy, and Christian leaders are calling upon us to
set aside a time for prayer that God would bless our Government in
this its day of tremendous perplexity and anxiety; but can we expect
God to int<lrvene on our behalf when the very Government and leaders
for whom we are praying are breaking one of God's clearest commands 1
Ir is my firm conviction that the quickest way to end this terrible
state of affairs is for all Government offices and works to close down
altogether every Sunday. Let all those in authority set apart Sunday
for prayer and intercession on behalf of the Nation. "Them that
honour Me, 'I will honour.'"
\Ve know the enormous pressure under
which Government work has to be done, but God's law stands first,
and Christian people must join with their protests earnest prayer
that the heart of the Nation may be ' inclined' to keep it."

SOUND DOCTRINE. By the late REV. ALFRED HEWLETT, D.D."
Incumbent of Astley, near Manchester. Pp. 212. Price, Is. 6d.
and Is. (LONDON: CHARLES J. THYNNE, Great Queen Street,
Kingsway. Also from the Hon. Secretary, Sovereign Grace
Union, 3, C1aude Villas, Love Walk, Denmark Hill, London, S.E.)
WE warmly welcome this reprint of thirteen Sermons preached by the
late Dr. Hewlett, Vicar of Astley. The discourse entitled, " Defend·
ing the Faith," has been published separately, and was reviewed in the
Mar-issue of the MAGAZINE. Those who have read it will have realized
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that Dr. Hewlett was a faithful and clear exponent of those precious
doctrines of Grace which are dear to the hearts of the readers of THE
GOSPEL MAGAZINE. The Sermon on" The Grace of God Not in Vain"
was preached on the occasion of the death of the late Rev. W. Nunn,
of Manchester. All the Sermons are marked by fulness of Scripture
quotation and clear statement of Gospel Truth, and are well described
as " Sound Doctrine," such as is heard from very few Church of England
pulpits in these days.
THE WAR: A SCOURGE. WHY 1 ALSO AMAZING PROGRESS OF
MONASTICISM, AND OTHER INTERESTING FACTS. By S. J. ABBOTT.
Price Id. (London: Women's Protestant Union, 26, Denison
House, 296, Vauxhall Bridge Road, Westminster, S.W.; Brighton:
S. J. Abbott, Secretary, Convent Enquiry Society, 175, Ditchling
Road.)
We co=end this pamphlet, full of sad suggestiveness to every
Christian and Patriot, to the serious consideration of the Readers of
THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE. It deserves a wide circulation.
ESPECIALLY. By J. E. HAZELTON. Price 6s. per 100, or in smaller
quantities. (London: Office of The Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society,
19, Ludgate Hill, E.C.)
This little booklet, the fifth of a series from the able and prolific
pen of Mr. Hazelton, is like the others of the set, full of narrative
interest and precious truth. It tells of the marvellous work done by
the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, in carrying out the trust committed
to its charge, even that of caring for, and lightening the burden of, the
aged Christian. And as the Society is thus responsible for no fewer
than 1,390 pensioners, whose united pensions amount to £10,823 per
annum, it will readily be seen how vast a responsibility rests upon
its Secretary. To cheer him in his abundant labours, and to help
forward this excellent work, upon which the smile of Divine approval
and blessing eminently rests, Readers of the MAGAZINE would do
well to circulate prayerfully these booklets, and thereby seek to add
. new subscribers to the Society.

WE may observe in this the difference between Christ and the
tempter. Christ hath His fan in His hand, and He fanneth us; the
devil hath a sieve in his hand, and he sifteth us. Now a fan casteth
out the worst and keepeth in the best; a sieve keepeth in the worst
and casteth out the best. So Christ and His trials purgeth chaff and
corruption out of us, and nourisheth and increaseth His graces in
us. Contrariwise, the devil, what evil soever is in us, he confirmeth
it; what faith or good thing soever, he weakeneth it.-Trapp.

