o

•

THE

GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
.. OOUJ'ORT YE, ClO)lF()RT Y1I .MY PEOPLIIi, UITH YOUR 000."
•• BYDE.\VOURrNG TO KERP THR UtoiTIY 01' 'IHE SPIRIT IN 'lIHB BOND OP PBACK.··
.. JESUS CIIIUST, THE S.ulE YESTEROJ.Y, .urn ro·DAY, A.."WD POR EVER."

No. 610,

}

NEW SXRIES.

OCTOBER, 1916.

No. 1.810,
{ OLD SERIES

~te jfamil~ l~ottion;
OR.

WORDS OP SPIRITUAL CACTIOX, OOUKSEL, AND COMFORT.

" Who eomforteth us in all our tribulation, tll3t we may he able to comfort them which are in any
trouble. b}' the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of 000,"-2 OOR. i. 4.

THE KING'S HARVEST,

" The profit of the {iekl is for all: the King HilllSelf is served by
the {ield."-EcCLESIASTES v. 9.
THE cultivation of the natural soil is closely analogous to the dispensations of Divine grace in the salvation of a sinner. The Divine
ends in the sowing of the Word of Truth are two, namely, that there
may be both" seed for the Sower" and" bread for the eater."
Not only is the favoured sinner to have his portion-the BREAD OF
LIFE-but JEHOVAH the Sower must also be "served by the field,"
there must be a rich measure of glory reserved for Him Whose
Word, like seed, is scattered broadcast in the hearts. Yet, as in
nature, there needs must be much preparation within by the HOLY
GHOST if the Word is to vegetate and bring forth any increase.
What is the process of gracious cultivation ?
First, the fallow ground has to be broken up. By nature the
heart of fallen man is hard as the nether millstone. Hence we read
in the Word of the" broken heart" as one of the earliest indications
of the LORD'S purposes of mercy for the souL "The LORD is nigh
unto them that are of a broken heart" (Psalm xxxiv. 18).
And how often, even while the heart of the poor sinner is stricken
and mourning, there is added the harrowing up of sins long since
forgotten, and the. already troubled conscience is terrified by
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further revelations of the holy, righteous, perfect law of the LORD
-of that law whose terms are, " Cursed is everyone that continueth
not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do
them" (Gal. iii. 10). He stands condemned before GOD and in
his own conscience, yet every further view of the requirements of
the all-holy CREATOR only aggravates his case, adding blow upon
blow, until he is well-nigh driven to despair. Indeed, he does
despair of any escape by merits and works of his own. He is
brought to realize the law of GOD to be so perfect that to him all
his good resolutions and intentions and services when judged by
the Divine standard come to be only great sins-sins to be mourned
over, loathed, and renounced.
Then, too, how the penetrating action of the Word drags up by
the roots the deep-seated principle of self-righteousness, and creature
pride, and lays them bare to the scorching rays of GOD'S light, and
to the searching, 'vithering beams of that purity and perfection
which are inseparable from the Divine being.
And what next? Then grace is put into that broken heartgrace to receive and embrace the good seed of Gospel Truth, the
sweet and precious promises, which all centre in JESUS crucified,
risen, and exalted. Into the poor sorrowing heart the SPIRIT drops
the word of salvation, and jealously covers it over, healing up the
furrows and seams inflicted by His power at the first when it was
needful to convince of a righteousness better than man's, and to
cause a Godly sorrow within not to be repented of.
The planted grain of grace sometimes lies long under the soil
ere its tender blade creeps up and out into the light and wannth,
and develops into the ear and the full corn in the ear. But as
surely as GOD is the Sower, there will be bread for the eater. Never
does the LORD fail to receive the increase of His field. Never does
He put His hand to the plough of a sinner's salvation and look
back from the work of His power and grace. When ISRAEL was
redeemed out of EGYPT, not a hoof was left behind (Exod. x. 26),
and so, too, the incorruptible seed of the Kingdom, sown in the
prepared heart of the sinner, must and will effectuate a certain
increase-not a word of Divine Truth shall perish, but all shall be
fulfilled to the joy unspeakable of the believer in JESUS, and to
the great and eternal glory of salvation's GOD,
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Soon, soon, dear fellow-believers, the TRIUNE JEHovAH-the
gracious Sower of the Word-will send out His reapers, the angels,
to gather together His elect from the four winds of heaven. The
field of the saved will be reaped clean-not one stem will be left
standing, but all the ransomed people of GoD will be gathered into
the garner of glory. There will be no gleaning in that harvest.
Not a grain will fall to the ground. JEHovAH-JESUS, Who in the
days of His flesh went forth weeping, bearing precious seed, is
coming again, bringing His sheaves-His Own sheaves-those
whom He bought with blood, and quickened by His SPIRIT-with
Him. Oh, what a day! Then shall be brought to pass the words,
" The KING Himself is served by the field "-though the fruit, the
increase of the Gospel field, is for all, yet the KING, to Whom the
soil properly belonged, Whose was the seed sown, Whose were the
seasons to make fruitful, and Whose were the reapers, shall first be
served, and praised, and glorified, and gratified. "He shall see
His seed ... He shall see of the travail of His soul, and sha\J be
satisfied."
Are we, dear brothers and sisters in a precious CHRIST, " waiting
for" the glorious day of the KING~S harvest! And is it meanwhile
our chief end to bring forth fruit unto the praise of Him Who has
given us a good hope through grace! Be it ours, realizing that we
are spending our life like a tale that is told, prayerfully to seek
grace to redeem the time. Let us remember that JESUS so died
for us " that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto Him Which died for them, and rose again" (2 Cor.
v. 15). The power of CHRIST'S resurrection is such that wherever
it is made known in the heart by GOD the HOLY GHOST, there will
the life of the LORD JESUS be made manifest. We have been
Divinely ransomed from self, hom SATAN, hom the curse of the
law, from the guilt and reign of sin, from the sting of death, and
we now belong solely to Another-even to GOD. Possession has
been taken of our very persons, even our bodies being indwelt
6f JEHOVAH the SPIRIT. "Know ye not that your body is the
temple of the HOLY GHOST Which is in you, Which ye have of GOD,
and ye are not your own! For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify GOD in your body, and in your spirit, which are GOD'S"
(1 Cor. vi. 19, 20). Oh, may we see to it that GOD the HOLY GHOST
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within His temple is daily honoured-owned-glorified! And let
those of us whose increase is but small, seek of the SPIRIT thirtyfold, and may the thirty-fold bearers covet sixty-fold, and the
sixty-fold an hundred-fold; indeed, may none of the saved of the
LORD come short of an hundred-fold increase in service and in
worship, in faith and in patience, till the Divine HusBANDMAN
come and say to His reapers, "Gather the wheat into My
barn" (Matthew xiii. 30).
" Even so, LORD, quickly come
To Thy final Harvest-Home;
Gather Thou Thy people in,
Free from sorrow, free from si n,
There, for ever purified,
In Thy presence to abide:
Come, with all Thy angels, come,
Raise the glorious Harvest-Home."
CLIFTON, BRISTOL.

THE

EDITOR.

Now, what is this'l To be saved without money and without price;
to be saved by grace, without one atom of works, without one grain
of creature merit, without anything of the flesh. This is the gladness
of God's nation; to rejoice in free grace-grace superatounding over
the aboundings of sin~grace reigning triumphant over the dreadful
evils of our heart. Oh, sweet grace, blessed grace, when it meets our
case and reaches our souls! Oh, what a help, what a strength, what
a rest, for a poor, toiling, striving, labouring soul, to find that grace
has done all the work-to feel that grace has triumphed at the cross
of Christ-to find that nothing is required, nothing is wanted, nothing
is to be done! It is a full and perfect, complete, and finished work.
Oh, sweet relief to a heavily-burdened conscience, that groans under
sin night and day l Oh, sweet tidings to our toiling and tugging at
the oar of the law, striving to bring the boat to shore, but driven back
with every wind and wave! Oh, sweet sound for a poor backslider,
who has" started aside" from God, " like a broken bow:' and brought
guilt and wrath into his soul! Oh, sweet sound for every despairing
son and daughter of the King of kings! Oh, sweet sound for every
weary pilgrim, for every worn-out soldier, for every tempest-tossed
mariner drifting upon the seas without home and without harbour t
Sweet sound! to rest in Christ and Christ alone, and find salvation
in Him" without money and without price "-nothing to pay, He
having paid all; nothing to do, He having done all; He having
finished the work, and brought in everlasting righteousness to clothe
the naked soul. Oh, sweet sound! when experienced in the heart.The late Rev. J. C. Phi/pot.
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i!m aA] f.' ib e jJl.o tef.'.
THE PRECIOUS WORD.
" And the word of the Lord was precious in those days,. there was
no open vision. "-1 SAM. iii. l.

days referred to were the days of Eli and Samuel. At that
time the Word of God was precious or rare. There was no open
or frequent or widely spread vision. Printing had not been
invented. Bible Societies for the circulation of the Scriptures had
not been formed, and rarely did a prophet, inspired by the J!:oly
Ghost, give utterance to the Divine will. The Word of the Lord
therefore was rarely heard. The truth of God was seldom uttered.
Hence it was precious. It was precious to the Godly. Pearls are
precious, but if cast before swine they would simply trample them
under their feet. So the world at large sees no beauty in the
Word. The ungodly do not value it. But the people of God love
the Word. Its teachinga to them are" more precious than rubies."
Why is the Word precious to the Lord's family 1 That is the
question I propose to endeavour to answer in the Lord's Name,
and in dependence on the teaching of His Spirit.
1. It is precious because of its origin.
The great truths of the Bible are from God. The whole Bible
from Genesis to Revelation "came not in old time by the will
of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost" (2 Pet. i. 21). God is the Speaker throughout. He
spake unto the fathers by the pl·ophets. "All Scripture is given
by inspiration of God." A message often varies in value according
to its origin. The more exalted the source from which it proceeds
the more precious it is. The Bible has come to us from the high
and lofty One Who inhabiteth eternity. It is a unique volume.
It stands alone and apart from all other books because of its
origin. By its means the King of kings has graciously condescended to communicate His will to the sons of men. Surely that
must be precious and valuable which has come from so exalted
a source.
"Thee, its great Author, Source of light,
Thee, its Preserver, we adore;
And humbly ask a ray from Thee,
Its hidden wonders to explore! "
THE
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2. It is precious because of its rarity.
Printed Bibles are plentiful, but the preached Word is rare.
"Preach the Word" was the apostolic injunction to Timothy,
but how little is that injunction carried out by large numbers of
professed ministers of the Word. It is to be feared that you may
go into hundreds of churches and chapels and hear little or nothing
of the Word of the Gospel in the sermons which are preached.
A London minister wrote to me recently, saying, "I fear that Sis spiritually a barren place." He meant it was a place in the
main destitute of a Gospel ministry. That is true to-day of many
villages, towns, and seaside resorts. It is true in many of our
camps. Christian men who have recently entered the Army are
in many instances shut off from the full ministry of the Word.
How few, too, are the men who preach" the Word of His grace" !
Distinctive men, men who value the great doctrines of Divine
grace for which this MAGAZINE stands and has stood, are becoming
fewer and fewer. Yet it ought not to be so if men were true to
the great Protestant Confessions of Faith. The Thirty-nine
Articles of the Church of England and the Westminster Confession
of Faith are both firm in their adherence to the distinctive truths
of the Gospel. In view of the Bishop of London's recent attack
on those doctrines commonly called Calvinistic, it may be well
to quote a statement by the late Bishop J. C. Ryle, of Liverpool.
He says: "Is it not a historical fact, that all the leading Archbishops and Bishops in the reigns of Elizabeth and J ames the
First, were thorough Calvinists in matters of doctrine? And is
it not a notorious fact that the final perseverance of the saints
is one of the leading principles of the system that is called Calvinistic? Heylin himself is obliged to confess this. He says, 'It
was safer for any man in those times to have been looked upon
as a heathen or publican than an anti-Calvinist'" (Old Paths,
p. 520). Oh, for a larger number of Spirit-filled men who would
preach the full truth of eternal salvation by the sovereign and
distinguishing grace of God! As the case stands it is a rare thing
to hear the joyful sound of the Gospel as it is fully set forth in
the Scriptures of Truth.
3. It is precious because it is the g'reat means of making wise unto
sf!lvation
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This is the testimony of the Apostle in his second letter to
Timothy. The Holy Scriptures, he says, "are able to make thee
wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus." The
Scriptures are like a looking-glass, which reveal to man his true
state before God. They tell him that "the heart is deceitful
above all things and desperately wicked" (Jer. xvii. 9). The
Word of God never exalts human nature in its fallen condition.
It teaches us that man is born in sin, dead in sin, utterly corrupt,
deserving God's wrath, and incapable to deliver himself, or to
redeem his own souL Before a man will desire a Saviour he must
be taught by the Spirit, through the Word, that he is a sinner.
The heart of man is not only wicked, it is hardened in sin and
needs to be broken. "A broken and a contrite heart, 0 God,
Thou wilt not despise." The Word is used by the Spirit to break
hard hearts and to humble proud sinners before God. "Is not
My Word like as a fire 1 saith the Lord; and like a hammer that
breaketh the rock in pieces" (Jer. xxiii. 29). The Holy Ghost uses
the Word as the means to bring about the new birth. God'schildren
are born again, "not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible,
by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever" (1 Peter
i. 23). That same Word reveals Christ to the awakened, brokenhearted, and contrite sinner. It tells him that Christ was wounded
for his transgressions and bruised for his iniquities, and that with
His stripes he is healed. It assures him of pardon, peace, power,
and everlasting blessedness through the blood and righteousness
of his Divine Surety, and when the Spirit bears witness with his
spirit that he is a child of God and an heir of glory, he goes on his
way rejoicing. Oh, if the Holy Ghost has made use of the Word
to make us wise unto salvation, shall we not indeed regard it as
precious 1
" How precious is the Book Divine,
By inspiration given!
Bright as a lamp its doctrines shine,
To guide our souls to heaven.
"It sweetly cheers our droopiug hearts,
In this dark vale of tears;

Life, light, and joy its truth imparts,
And quells our rising fears."

488

The Gospel Magazine

4. It is precious because it is the believer's daily toad.
It is milk for his spiritual childhood. Hence new-born babes
are to " desire the sincere milk of the Word" that they may gro·w
thereby. By means of its teachings the spiritual babe grows and
develops into spiritual maturity. The same Word is meat for
those who are full grown. The Church of England Homily on
the Reading of Holy Scripture well says that" he that is so weak
that he is not able to brook strong meat, yet he may suck the
sweet and tender milk, and defer the rest until he wax stronger
and come to more knowledge. For God receiveth the learned
and unlearned, and casteth away none, but is indifferent unto all.
And the Scripture is full, as well of low valleys, plain ways, and
easy for every man to use and walk in, as also of high hills and
mountains, which few men can climb unto." Thus the Word is
suited to the young and to the more advanced believers. It is
adapted to the Spiritual appetites of all believers. He is a babe
who useth only the milk of the Word, "but strong meat belongeth
to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have
their senses exercised to discern both good and evil" (Heb. v. 14).
Daily bread is needed for the body, and the spiritual food of God's
Word is needed daily for the soul. The hungry sheep need daily
the green pastures of God's Word. That Word is their staff of
life. "Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and Thy
Word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of my heart." That was
Jeremiah's testimony. The Psalmist's testimony is similar. " How
sweet are Thy words unto my taste! Yea, sweeter than honey
unto my mouth" (Psa. cxix. 103).
5. It is precious because it is the believe·T's daily light.
The Word is a lamp unto his feet and a light unto his path.
The way in which he walks is often dark, and he needs the lamp
of God's Word to guide him. The heart of the believer sometimes
gets gloomy, and he needs the light of the Word to disperse the
clouds which hang over him. The world in which the believer lives
is sitting in darkness and the shadow of death. The sure Word
of prophecy, whereunto we do well that we take heed, is " a light
that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day Star
arise." For guidance, for teaching, for joy the believer needs this
light. Daily light on the believer's path is supplied from the lamp
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of God's Truth. "The entrance of Thy words giveth light; it
giveth understanding unto the simple" (Psa. cxix. 130). Precious
indeed is that Word which illumines the way in which we walk.
" 'Tis like a sun, a heavenly light,
That guides ns all the day;
And through the dangers of the night,
A lamp to lead our way."
6. It is precious because it is the believe!" s daily weapon.
He is a soldier and must fight the Lord's battles. He is exposed
to attack from the enemy and needs a weapon to defend himself.
The great Captain of his salvation fought and defeated Satan with
the weapon of God's Word, and the believer is instructed to "take
the sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God" in order that
he may do battle against his spiritual enemies. It is a sharp and
trusty weapon. It is " quick, and powerful, and sharper tlian any
two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul
and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart" (Heb. iv. 12). What need
there'is of constant sword practice if this weapon is to be of use
to the Christian warrior! How blessed to have this trusty weapon
to fall back upon for attack and defence!
7. It is precious because it is the believer's daily means of blessing
to others.
Through its teachings the believer has himself been saved,
nourished, guided, comforted, and it is his earnest desire that
others may benefit by the Word as well as himself. That Word
is adapted to this end. It is like seed which, being scattered,
falls on hearts prepared by the Spirit, and bears fruit unto life
eternal. "The seed is the Word of God." How often have others
been blessed by the scattering of this seed, and how important
that the Lord's people should use every opportunity to sow the
incorruptible seed of the 'precious Word in the hearts of others.
Such sowing may be attended with disappointment and weeping,
but, "They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. He that goeth
forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come
again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him" (Psa. cxxvi.
5, 6).
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"Precious Bible, what a store
For the sons of men to explore;
Precious Christ, it speaks of Thee;
Give us eyes Thyself to see.
"Precious Bible, what a friend
All my footsteps to attend;
All my wants it can supply;
For it brings the Saviour nigh.
"Precious Bible, what a field!
Precious truths its furrows yield;
Wide extent, and fertile ground,
Verdant pastures here are found.
" Precious Bible, what a mine!
Full of promises Divine.
I would all Thy wealth explore,
And thy Author, God, adore! "-Joseph Irons.
THO~IAS HOUGHTON.

Batll.
•

TO ALL FAINTING AND DISCOURAGED SOULS, WHO ARE
LOST' AND FATHERLESS.
DEAR FRIENDS, to you belong all the promises of this life and that
to come (Heb. vi. 17), which rich treasure God hath imparted in
several ways, that all the sons and daughters of the Truth might be
comforted in, and satisfied with, the enjoyment of God in them. To
this end here are comprised many principal promises, that you may
with more ease find them, and suck sweetness from them. Our lives
can not be sweet without them, in respect of the many miseries that
attend us within and without; but those who live by faith are not
troubled in a world of troubles, for faith in God supplies all wants.
This life of faith is the highest, therefore the best; such as through
sovereign grace live it, know it to be a sweet, precious, and powerful
life, as appears in Hebrews xi. Faith honours God most, and God
honours those most who live by faith.
By faith we live to God a life of joy in " Christ our Righteousness,"
as if we had never sinned. By faith we live above sin, infirmities,
temptations, desertions, reason, fears, and doubts. It sweetens the
sweetest mercies, yea, the bitterest miseries. Faith makes great
afflictions to be as none, and maintains the soul's strength and comfort.
By faich we know ourselves to be happy, even when to a carnal eye
we seem most miserable. By faith we can part with the sweetest
outward comforts, and welcome death, because we leave the worst
place and things, and go to a better. They who live by faith live
upon God Himself, and are feasted in Christ's banqueting house,
where there are the choicest dainties, and enough.-Samuel Richardson.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" The eternal God is thy refuge, and 'underneath are the everlasting arms:
and He shall thrust out the enemy from before thee,. and shall say,
Destroy them, "-DEUTERONOMY xxxiii. 27.

THERE is very much said in Scripture about a refuge, a need of a
refuge, and of the people who know their need of such. These are
seen as a fleeing people, making all haste to get in thither before the
pursner overtake and overcmne them, You remember what we are
told of the six Cities of Refuge-a remarkable institution under the
Old Testament dispensation, whereby protection was afforded to the
man-slayer who had unintentionally killed his brother. Fleeing to
one of these six Cities of Refuge thus appointed, followed by his pursuer
-the road kept in good repair and the guide-posts pointing to the
City of Refuge-the man who reached its gates was safe. The moment
he entered he was secure, his pursuer could lay no hand upon him,
and there he must abide until the death of the high-priest; then he
was at liberty to go whither he would. This, beloved, was the lively
type of the sinner made conscious of his sin, and risen up from wrath
and condemnation to flee, and flee to the only Refuge. Those who
are thus convinced flee unto Him to hide them. By faith they look,
they spiritually flee, they are conscious of none other refuge being of
any avail and that if help and deliverance come it must be from
Jesus alone. That is the thought in the Apostle's mind when he
speaks of those" who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope
set before us." It was by those "two immutable things "-God's
sworn word and His promise-" in which it was impossible for God
to lie, we might have a strong consolation." It was spoken unto a
particular people called "heirs of promise," and that promise was
made in Christ, their Jiving Head, before the world began. Oh, how
sure and certain this makes it! No wonder the Apostle speaks of the
promise as covenant, immutable, confirmed. It is as impossible for
God to change or to forfeit that word as to cease from being God.
The promises were made to Jesus, and in Him are all " yea and amen"
to the glory of God. And it is to Him, knowing their own helplessness
and lost condition, their hopelessness apart from Him, that His people
flee for refuge to the hope set before them. This is His gracious plan
and purpose. This is how He acts in mercy when He brings a poor
vile sinner down to see that he can do nothing for and of himself,
and that if he is saved it will be by Jesus alone. Then it is he rises
up and flees for refuge, pleads for mercy from the avenger, and finds
no rest for the sole of his foot until he is safe within the Ark, the
appointed City of Refuge.
Then take another view of God's appointed refuge in the Person of
a precious Christ. Do we not need Him as such in our daily walk
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and warfare 1 What a fight it is! Inch by inch, every step of life's
pilgrimage pursued by the enemy close at our heels, it is always fleeing into our Refuge, and proving" God is a refuge for us." The word
has several renderings, which beautifully suggest many a sweet phase
of truth in the believer's experience. Hence in Psalm xlvi. 1 we have
the soul-uplifting words, "God is our refuge and strength, a very
present help in trouble," and the Psalmist argues under gracious constraining, "therefore will not we fear." The word "refuge" here
signifies place of refuge, and is used in Psalm xiv. 6: "Ye have shamed
the counsel of the poor, because the Lord is his refuge." Also in
Psalm lxii. 7, 8: "In God is my salvation and my glory: the rock of
my strength, and my refuge is in God. Trust in Him at all times;
ye people, pour out your hearts before Him: God is a refuge for us."
Again we have the word in Isaiah iv. 6: "And there shall be a
tabernacle for a shadow in the daytime from the heat, and for a place
of refuge, and for a covelt from storm and from rain," and also in
chapter xxv. 4 of the same Prophet, where he speaks unto Him Who
has been" a refuge from the storm," and also in many other Scriptures
we have this word Makhseh ~ a place of refuge, spoken of as the one
hiding-place for the Lord's poor, tried, tempted, suffering people.
Are we not invited to run in there 1 Are we not welcomed, drawn in,
yea pulled in, as Noah putting fOlth his hand pulled the weary and
faint dove into the ark 1 And do we not find after the no rest for the
sole of the foot elsewhere, rest and safety and peace therein 1
Then again, the word "refuge" signifies a high place, a high tower,
from the Hebrew word Misgovab. So says the Psalmist when he is
speaking of the judgments which God will assuredly execute upon an
ungodly world, while, in the midst of all His righteous acts and the
terrors which overtske them who seek Him not, "The Lord will be a
refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in times of trouble" (Psa. ix. 9).
And in xlviii. 3, where the glorious declamtion is made, " God is known
in her palaces for a refuge." Ah, there is an exaltation, a dignity
conferred upon the Church of the living God! What a depth of
truth lies beneath that word, "Beautiful for situation, the joy of the
whole ealth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the
great King." She is greatly exalted. She walks her high places. She
dwells in her high tower, and thence can smile at every enemy. The
waves of God's wrath washed over the Rock once, and One could
exclaim to His Father, " All Thy waves and Thy billows are gone over
Me." And they will never in consequence go over His Church. His
Zion is safe planted upon the Rock of Ages. Oh, beloved reader,
let us ponder these truths. Let us think what it cost the Father to
put His dearly beloved Son to grief; what that only and well-beloved
Son gave up that He might redeem us to God and keep us safe all
our pilgrimage and" present us " at last" faultless before the presence
of His glory with exceeding joy." Oh, may we dwell much in our
High Tower and sing the praises of OUT Redeemer-God from thence!
Then there is another rendering of the word" refuge "-monous. It
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means in the Hebrew, place of flight. The Psalmist as fugitive king
knew much of the need of such a refuge. He was constantly fleeing
from the enemy, constantly hiding for very life from some cruel Sau!.
So it was he could sing" unto the Lord the words of this song in the
day that the Lord had delivered him out of the hand of all his enemies;
and out of the hand of Sau!. The Lord is my rock, and my fortress,
and my deliverer; the God of my rock; in Him will I trust. He is
my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my high tower, and my
refuge, my Saviour; Tbu savest me hom violence" (2 Sam. xxii. 1-3).
Yes, the Lord was His dear servant's" place of flight." There was
nowhere else to flee, and David proved it, and hence could rejoice in the
sheltering, hiding, and preserving care of his God: "But I will sing
of Thy power; yea, I will sing aloud of Thy mercy in the morning:
for Thou hast been my defence and refuge in the day of my trouble"
(Psa. \ix. 16). All other refuge, place of flight, failed him, and he
had no whither to flee but unto his God: "I cried unto Thee, 0 Lord:
I said, Thou art my refuge and my portion in the land of the living"
(Psa. cxlii. 5). It was this same refuge that Jeremiah rejoiced in " in
the day of afRiction ": "0 Lord, my strength, and my fortress, and
my refuge" (Jer. xvi. 19), and the same that every afflicted, tempesttossed soul knows and rejoices in who has fled for refuge to Jesus,
the Hope set before him. In an enemy's land, fighting on the one hand
and watching on the other, each soldier of the cross knows it is his
wisdom and safety to betake him to his Refuge, and he runs into that
ancient Name of Jehovah which has ever been His children's" strong
tower."
But there is also another suggestive thought in this word" refuge,"
which may also be rendered habitation. Ah! there are seasons,
sweet though brief it may be, when the child of God dwells securely
and peacefully in his refuge and rejoices in his "strong habitation."
It is found in "the eternal God," and then the weary, tempest-tossed,
sin-laden one can rest upon those" everlasting arms." That is the
refuge he covets. That is the habitation wherein he would continually dwell (Deut. Lxxiii. 27) . We are favoured with a little of it.
There is a rest and refreshing. There are our Elims as well as our
Marahs. There are the whispers of His love, His words of peace, His
times of giving us to prove a Saviour's love, and after some great conflict, of sitting down beneath His shadow. There are lovely moments
when we cease from self and rest in Christ. Such an habitation this!
Such a refuge! The eternal God, in Whose Divine heart ever flowed
"eternal thoughts of love" toward His children, "thoughts of peace"
in His Son for rebel-hearted sinners, thoughts of delight and complacency as He viewed them in Jesus, fleeing for the alone Refuge
whilst fully admitting their guilt and deserved condemnation. The
very truth of the declaration that " the Lord will be a refuge for His
people, a refuge in time of trouble," declares their need, their utter
helplessness and hopeless condition otherwise.
And, beloved, is not our God a true and solid refuge whereunto we
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need to daily and hourly resort? Our sius, our failures, our shortcomings, ah, how daily and hourly are these to be mourned over and
confessed! But sinners as we are, constantly to hate the sins that
make us moul'll, at every turn in our pilgl:im path to confess and
wash and crave the Lord's own keeping, and to beg Him to put a
sanctified restraint upon all our actions and thoughts, and to keep
alive in us watchfulness and prayerfulness against sloth and indifference,
and, alas! hardness; these are the things which make for our peace
and His glory. "True repentance," wrote the beloved Vl"atts
Wilkinson, "is an abiding principle in the heart. It is not for a short
time; not a few tears over a few particular past transgressions; but a
permanent and abiding principle in the heart of every real believer,
and gives occasion for him to be crying out with St. Paul, ' 0 wretched
man that I am, who shall deliver me from this body of sin and death?
I thank God through Jesus Christ my Lord.' " And this is the truth
embodied in our text. The rest of the soul is in the immutability,
the unchangeableness of J ehovah, the eternal God, Who is of one
mind towards His people. Change and sin, rebel and murmur, forget
and despise as they do and will, yet He remains" the same yesterday,
and to day, and for ever" in ChJ:ist Jesus towards them. "The
eternal God is thy refuge." He is, to-day, as He always has been,
He is at this moment of your need, "a very present help." He is
thy refuge, hiding-place, shelter, high tower, place of flight, habitation.
All the strength and love of the Divine Trinity of Persons is put forth
on behalf of the defenceless fleeing one. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
-Triune J ehovah-your eternal God and mine. And then think of
the tenderness and gentle love of Him Who places under His poor
child, spent with grief and fear, His everlasting arms. Is it not" like
as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear
Him "? Everlasting arms underneath and round about His own
children, shielding them, gathering them, supporting them, keeping
them from sinking, and there making them to smile at all theiJ.· foes.
"He shall thrust out the enemy from before thee; and shall say,
Destroy them." Yes, the Lord is going to do it all. He will not
leave us, nor desert us to our foes. He has undertaken our cause and
He will bring us forth "more than conquerors." In vain will sin,
and death, and hell oppose, for the Lord, the eternal God, is mightier
than all His foes.
Beloved reader, may we encourage our heads in these glorious
promises. In these perilous times, these places of danger and strait,
these dark days when the whole Satanic force of evil seems let loose
and the end of all things seems near at hand, may grace be given us
to rejoice and trust in our Portion, to remember that every promise
Divinely spoken for, and of, and to His people by J ehovah, His
beloved Son Jesus' ratified by His own most precious blood, and
therefore not one can miscarry. And may grace be granted His
people to rest upon Him, to remember the years of the right hand
of the Most High, to recall His former lovingkindnesses, and sing of

The Gospel Magazine

495

that sweet mercy which hath delivered in the past, and which will
continue to deliver until we are beyond the bounds of need and are
eternally shut in with Him Who has been the refuge of His people all
the way and all the days of their pilgrimage. Let us by constraining
grace join the sweet hymnist, Joseph Irons, and sing, amid and in
spite of our enemies, our fears, and our tears,. God is our refuge-we abide
In Him, and He in us;

All enemies may be defied
While we are sheltered thns.
"A very present help He's found,

When troubles rise and swell ;
A wall of fire He is round
Where'er His people dwell.
U

Hence faith exclaims, "Ve will not fear,

Though earth's huge pillars shake;
Our Covenant God is always near,

He never will forsake.'
"Uprooted mountains may be cast
Into the depths of sea;
God's living Church shall yet stand fast
Upheld by fixed decree.
"There is a river, deep and wide,

Descending from the throne,
'Vhose streams through Zion's city glide,

Where peace and joy are known.
" There the Most High still deigns to dwell
Within His Holy Place,
Defending her from earth and hell,
Enriching her with grace,"

Croydon.

R.

THERE is sometbing very precious in the revelation of the love, power,
and beauty of our Lord Jesus Christ, but the revelation of Himself
is the most precious of all. Oh, for more intense longing after the
personal manifestation of a personal Christ, and thus to enter into
the blesseduess of the words, "Gave Himself for me." There is
peculiar sweetness in this for those who are passing through the wilderness of this world, who have its rough places to wade through, its
dangers and storms to encounter, its sorrows and sufferings to bear;
to such "Himself" is all. He remains when all beside is gone in
the cloudy and dark day; as He is seen with the all-piercing eye of
faith, now crowned with glory, yet ever the same adorable Friend
and Lord; the wilderness is turned into a garden, and the desert
blooms and blossoms as a rose. How true it is that truth that gives
thoughts is not fully the right thing; but truth that gives Himself,
that is the thing we need. Jesus once here, now on high in glory,
yet with His Own still, in spirit, and again to be here, the same Jesus
all through, how blessed !-The late Rev. W. T. Turpin.
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Setmonf:l anti jl.otefi of Sennonf:l.
THE MERCY SEAT.
NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. MARY·LE-PORT CHURCH,
BRISTOL, BY THE RECTOR, THE REV. J AMES ORMTSTON.

" And thou shalt put the mercy seat above upon the ark; and in the ark
thou shalt p"t the testimony that I shall give thee. And there I will
meet with thee, and I ~dill commune with thee Irom above the
mercy seat, Ir!}m between the two cherllbims which are upon the ark
01 the testimony, 01 all things which I will give thee in commandment unto the children 01 Israel."-ExODUS xxv. 21, 22.
THESE are authoritative words spoken by the living God Himself and
penned by His command by Moses, and we have them on the sure
word of God. They concern the meeting-place of God with His
peop1e-tbe Mercy Seat. Sin bas separated us all and each iu particular from God, but this is God's method of approaching us. Where
does He find us as sinners? Outside altogether, afar off, where no
man could find us, where Satan alone could find us. God has bridged
over the gulf between us and Himself by atonement. The atonement
is the answer of Christ to human sin, which God has accepted. The
atonement was not an experiment which Jesus made. It was the
prerogative of free grace which found out a way of uniting a guilty
people to a holy God in ties of everlasting grace. Grace is not an
experiment. God did not practise an experiment, but He made up
His mind completely in days long gone by, in a past eternity, how to
deal with the problem of human sin-how to deal with it according
to Himself-the Most High God-according to Him Who is the same
yesterday, to-day, and for ever, Who is in one mind, and no power of
devil or man can turn Him from His purpose. So He has given His
people a sure place of refuge in Himself-not in any other, not in the
Church, of which we hear so much. We only want to hear of Christ,
the Eternal Refuge.
"Christ has done the mighty work,
Nothing left for us to do
But to enter on His toil,
Enter on His triumph too."
Hold to that hymn; it is true and gI'acious and tells out precious
truths, which we need in these days.
Only one Mercy Seat was ever made. It was made for the Tabernacle,
and then placed in the Temple. No second was ever made-hold to
that. There was no need for a second; that one was a type according
to God-strictly. "See, saith He, that thou make all things
according to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount" (H~b. viii.
5). And Moses had everything done according as J ehovah commanded him. So far as a type can be perfect we see in this type
the perfection of J ehovah, we see God's plenty-how He abounds in
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mercy here. What a sacred meeting-place Jehovah made for His
guilty people, to be set apart and kept apart till the veil of the Temple
was rent in twain-till that moment when Jesus bowed His head on
the cross and coincidently the veil which cut off the Mercy Seat was
rent in twain. Heaven was opened to all believers, without money,
and without price-and without priestcraft. There is only One Priest
for ever, after the order of Melchisedec, which is not going to be repeated,
God has decreed it, and He keeps His own decrees. How blessed it is
that He keeps them for His believing people and will not go from them.
We have to do with a most sure God, and we have to do with a most
sure Word.
He bids His people, because it is the Mercy Seat, draw nigh as
feeling-very feeling-sinners. You can not feel your sinnership too
painfully, or too truly. Sins are a real thing. Mine are-are yours ~
They are not something you can talk about or sing about. Sin is a
plague of the heart, a burden insufferable. To those who feel it thusfor such sins and sinners-this Mercy Seat was prepared, just for those.
The l\fercy Seat was placed upon the ark, it surmounted it. It was
separate hom it but co-measured it. It was of gold-pure, unalloyed
gold. No alloy of man entered into it, and the hands of men were
forbidden to touch it. It exactly measured the upper surfaces of the
ark; every corner of it met the corners of the other. This was according to God. He intended it to be. It did not overlap the corners of
the ark, but exactly coincided line for line. What God required in
His justice He found in His mercy line for line. Each answers to its
mate. What God in His holiness required-God the Father, God the
Son, and God the Holy Ghost-is met in the Gospel-the' grace of the
Gospel superabounds where sin abounded. "Where sin abounded,
grace did much more abound." God-the Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost-in His glorious Gospel met my needs. I am a great sinner, a
chief sinner-the sinner, the publican confessed that: "God be merciful
to me the sinner." Have you all felt that-even the youngest 1 for
even children may be taught that truth, savingly. It is a lovely sight
to see a converted child speaking of Jesus on the cross, and its hopes
of the world to come. The moment we are born we are exposed to
the wrath to come against sin, but God gives grace, His beautiful
saving grace, to some little children. Cherish and encourage grace
Scripturally in every sinner in whom you find it-you can not be
wrong there-be it a little child. Jesus loved the little children. It
was the same arms that were hom everlasting-and they are called
everlasting arms-with which He took up the little children and held
them to His breast. How tender His heart was! and how He loves
His Own, even the little children.
" There will I meet with thee." How comprehensive this is! He
speaks of His children-" there will I meet with thee." And God
has communicated with His trusting people ages after ages at the
Mercy Seat. Jesus has been the sole meeting-place of God and His
people all through the ages. He has described it as " above upon
the ark "-the essential part of the ark in the Divine intention and
32
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revelation. How lovely, then, is this Mercy Seat, commensurate
with the measurements of the ark, which covered over the ten
commandments. These were enclosed in a coffer of wood and goldimperishable; the wood typifying the human nature of Jesus, the
plates of gold signifying His Deity-not the one without the other.
In Jesus we have both-perfect God, and pure, sinless manhood,
and through Him the sinner is bidden to come in his great need.
God has ever kept His word. Daily, hourly, always, He is meeting
poor, penitent sinners at His Mercy Seat. Realize the meaning of
this continually: "there will I meet with thee." Oh, to be always-ever
-at the Mercy Seat, for God is there as a sin-forgiving Father. Jesus
is there, Who made His people's peace with God. Let faith seize it
with a firm hand. What numbers untold-as far as we are concerned
-are this morning on high in the presence of Him Who is, and was,
and is to come, in virtue of this truth, "there will I meet with thee,"
and He did meet with them. We are mourning at the present time
the departure of several loved friends who have left us. There is one
who ministered at one time among us faithfully and sweetly. Though
he was blind he could see well. He saw the King and knew Him by
sight well, and could tell us of Him sweetly and feelingly. He could
see Him with those sightless eyes as many of those who can see naturally
never see Him-they see no beauty in Him. But our beloved brother
saw Him in all His beauty, and now sees Him face to face, and we love
him because of his love for his Lord and Master.
What a sale meeting-place must that be which God Himself appoints
to be the meeting-place. It must honour God and be acceptable to
His mind-perfectly. And He ever found His sinful people who came
to meet Him there on the ground of the Mercy Seat being what He
has said it is. We are not trusting a fancy or human theory here,
but the faithful and true Word of God. "There will I meet with thee"
-have you met Him there 1 and did He meet with you according to
God, as He has declared Himself to be in His wl'itten Word 1 Go
often again, be much there, be constantly there where God is and
where He pledges Himself that He will be. You can never get too
near, though in the type it was different. How welcome that chief
sinner was-the pnblican who felt himself to be of all others the sinner.
If there be one sensibly such here to-day, how encouraged need such
an one be who responds, Such am I-chief of sinners, dost Thou not
love sinners freely 1 I state it on the credit of the Truth, of Thy holy
Word. Here is a vile helpless sinner; manifest Thy mercy on such
an one; do it now, for Jesus' sake.
" I will meet thee" at the Mercy Seat. He appoints it, even Christ
Clucified, raised, ascended, pleading, and coming again. That may be
very soon. "Of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the
angels of heaven, but j\ly Father only." May He reveal by His Spirit
in your hearts a longing after the Lord's return in His Kingdom, power,
and great glory, and may yon be found in Him" at His appearing
and His Kingdom," and be of those" that love His appearing," for
His blessed Name's sake. Amen.
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ECHOES FROM A COUNTRY CHURCH.
THE SUBSTANCE OF Two SERMONS PREACHED IN SEVINGTON PARISH
CHURCH, ON SUNDA Y, AUGUST 27TH, 1916, BY THE
REV. R. J. NOYE~, B.D., RECTOR.
" Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready
to be revealed in the last time. Wherein ye greatly rejoice."1 PETER i. 5, 6.

A CARDINAL distinction between spurious and real Christianity is
this: spurious Christianity holds out no certainty of future salvation;
but real Christianity, on the other hand, sets forth in the Gospel" a
sure and certain hope," which all who truly embrace the Gospel of
Christ possess, though it may sometimes be clouded over by sin and
unbelief.
We have clear evidence of this in my text, and its context: "Blessed
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Which according to
His abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively [living]
hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inherit·
ance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved
in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God through faith
unt{)7 salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. Wherein ye
greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness
through manifold temptations" (verses 3-6).
Take, as an illustration, the case of the poor Romanist who is kept
in uncertainty and dread all his life long, and has no solid ground
of comfort in the hour of death, but can only look forward to a
" purgatory" of uncertain duration, and supposes that he needs
prayers and " masses" to release him!
But the glad tidings contained in the Holy Scriptures tell the
contrite and believing sinner that he is saved, as in the Lord's words
(John v. 24): "Verily, Verily, I say unto you, He that heareth My
word, and believeth on Him That sent me, hath everlasting life, and
shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto
life." Moreover, God's believing people, though they may from time
to time be harassed by 'doubts and fears, are assured that they will
be "kept" unto salvation. That, in spite of the allurements of the
world, the strivings of the flesh, and the assaults of Satan, they will
be " preserved for ever," because the whole power of God is exercised
for them, Who hath loved them" with an everlasting love."
The Good Shepherd has declared that His sheep shall never perish.
" I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither
shall any man [one] pluck them out of My hand." The inheritance
is "reserved in heaven" for those who are" kept by the power of
God." It is "reserved" for them, and they are" kept" for it. "I
go to prepare a place for you," said our Lord, " And if I go and prepare
a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that
where I am, there ye maybe also."

500

The Gospel Magazine

Let uS note, briefly:1. God's people are" kept by the power of God." The R.V. translates " guarded "-guarded as in a garrison or fortress. In the present
war, fortresses have been proved to be of little value as strongholds
against modern artillery. But the power by which God's people are
kept-guarded-garrisoned~isalmighty power-" kept by the power
of God." "They shall never perish, neither shall any pluck them out
of 1V1y hand. My Father, Which gave them Me, is greater than all ;
and no man [one] is able to pluck them out of 1\1y Father's hand.
I and My Father are One." Well might the author of "Rock of
Ages" say:"Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As sure as the earnest is given

j

More happy but not more secure,

The glorified spirits in heaven."
2. The way in which they are kept-" through faith." This is the
work of the Holy Spirit within, leading the conscious and contrite
sinner away from every other ground of confidence, to trust only in
Him Who is set forth in the Scriptures as the only Saviour.
3. He maintains this faith in God's children until its object is
realized. "Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time." The R.V. reads, " Unto
a salvation." Now, we may view the great subject of salvation
under four aspects: (a) Salvation in the purpose of God in Christ,
as St. Paul wrote to Timothy (2 Tim. i. 9): "Who hath saved us,
and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but
according to His own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ
Jesus before the world began." (b) Salvation as accomplished by
the Lord Jesus, the Saviour-(l Pet. ii. 24) : "Who His own self bare
our sins in His own. body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins,
should live unto righteousness: by \-Vhose stripes ye were healed."
(c) Salvation realized in the souls of believers to their great comfort.
" By grace have ye been saved through faith." (d) Full and complete
and final salvation, or in other words, glorification-(Phil. iii. 20, 21) :
"For our conversation [citizenship] is in heaven; from whence also
we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, Who shall change our
vile body, that it may be fashioned -like unto His glorious body,
according to the working whereby He is able even to subdue all things
unto Himself." It is of this latter aspect or phase of salvation that
the text speaks. It is " ready to be revealed in the last time." When
is that ~ The context explains, verse 7: "At the appearing of
Jesus Christ." So, verse 13: "Hope to the end for the grace that
is to be brought unto you at the revelation [the unveiling] of Jesus
Christ." "When He shall come to be glorified in His saints, and
to be admired in all them that believe in that day" (2 Thess. i. 10).
"Thousands of the best students of prophecy," writes the Rev.
R. Middleton, "agree that we are on the very eve of the coming of
our Lord." The Lord's coming is the hope of the Church-His people.

----- - - - -

--------
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It has ever been the hope of the true Church, though at times much
lost sight of. Are we then rejoicing in "the grace" (that is, the
" salvation") "that is to be brought unto us at the revelation of
Jesus Christ " 1
" 'Vherein ye greatly rejoice." Oh, is this true of us 1 Can it be
said to be true of the mass of professing ChJ:istians in the present day 1
Alas, no. Do we not need reviving again 1
But there is a still higher ground of rejoicing on the part of God's
people. Read the last part of verse 7 and the first part of verse 8 :
" At the appearing of Jesus Christ; Whom having not seen ye love."
Do we love HIM 1 The question often causes anxious surmisings.
11

Do I love the Lord, or no,
Am I His, or am I not?

11

Let us meditate more and more upon His Word" and His words,
and, through the grace and power of the Holy Spirit, our love to
Him will grow stronger and stronger, and we shall be able to enter
into the spirit of the Christian poet who writes :"The bride eye. not her garments,
But her dear bridegroom's face;
I will not gaze on glory,
But on my King of grace:
Not on the crown He giveth,
But on His pierced hand,
The Lamb is all the glory
Of Immanuel's Land."
" The city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in
it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light
thereof" (Rev. x:'l:i. 23).
DIVINE PURPOSES AND HUMAN DECISIONS.

" When it was determined that we should sail into ltaly."-AcTs =vii. 1.
THE history of Paul's voyage to Rome contains a volume of gracious
instruction whenever we are favoured to have it opened to our understanding by its Author. It is the purpose of this paper to lay before
the reader an unfolding of the teaching contained in the opening words
of this chapter: "And when it was determined that we should sail
into Italy."
The word" determined" here has the force of " a settled judgment
or decision arrived at by careful deliberation," and is more than once
used in the history. We thus filid that Festus used it to Agrippa
(xxv. 25): "But when I found that he had committed nothing worthy
of death, and that he himself hath appealed to Augustus, I have determined to send him."
Then follows, in chapter xxvi., Paul's speech before Agrippa, and
the final decision of the king to send him to Rome.

502

The Gospel Magazine

But this decision, quite unknown to either Felix, Festus, or Agrippa,
was simply carrying into effect au eternal purpose of Paul's Lord and
Master, and at the same time bringing to pass the answer to au earnest
prayer that had long been breathed from the soul of the Apostle. It
may be that more than one reader of this page will be able to record
remarkable answers to prayer instrumentally brought to pass by what
appeared at the time to depend upon the decision of the creature. We
can no more comprehend how Jehovah's pmposes aud our petitious
work together than we can comprehend the unfolding of the bud of a
flower, or other silent processes of nature; but many a sweet experience has taught us that they do.
There are four principal stages in this "determination" to send
Paul to Rome.
1. The first is the Apostle's own ardent desire to go thither, implanted
in his large hearj; by his Master, and expressed in the following words:
"Without ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers;
making request, if by any means now at length" I might have a prosperous journey by the will of God to come unto you . . . Now I would
not have you ignorant, brethren, that oftentimes I pUl'posed to come
unto you, (but was let hitherto)" (Romans i. 9-13). We have here at
least seven featmes. Paul longed to go to Rome; he had prayed for
a long time to be allowed to go; he constantly mentioned the matter
in his prayers; he wished by any means to go; yet his wish was
subjected to the will of God; he had often pmposed to go; and he
had prayed for a prosperous journey.
Moreover, Paul makes an addition to this later in his Epistle to the
Romans (chapter xv. 22-33): "But now having no more place in
these parts, and having a great desire these many years to come unto
you; whensoever I take my journey into Spain, I will come to you
. . . and I am sure that, when I come unto you, I shall come in the
fulness of the blessing of the Gospel of Clll'ist."
We thus realize that the Apostle's desiJ:e to go to Rome was not a
mere passing impulse, but the prayerful earnest longing of many
years, implanted in him by his Lord, and destined to be abundantly
fulfilled to his Lord's glory.
2. The second stage in the history is the Lord's own declaration
(Acts xxiii. 11): "And the night following the Lord stood by him,
and said, Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of Me at
Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome."
It may be a little difficult to decide-and the dates in the margin
do not help us-whether this word from the Lord prompted Paul's
desire, or whether it was an answer to petitions going before. But
bearing in mind" these many years," quoted above, the inference is that
Paul's prayer to go to Rome had been submitted to his Lord for a
considerable time before he obtained this assmance that he should go.
This does not at all imply that Paul's prayer preceded his Master's
purpose; but that the Lord Jesus saw fit to conceal His purpose until
the time came to make it known, as He still does.
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3. The third stage in this instructive history is Paul's own appeal to
Nero. As a Roman citizen, he had the right, if not satisfied with the
verdict of a court of justice, to appeal to Cresar; and he chose to avail
himself of that right. After he had stood before the tribunals of
Ananias the high priest, Felix the governor, and Festus, he said:
" I stand at Cresar's judgment seat, where I ought to be judged; to
the Jews have I done no wrong, as thou very well knowest. For if I
be an offender, or have committed any thing worthy of death, I refuse
not to die: but if there be none of these things whereof these accuse
me, no man may deliver me unto them. I appeal unto Ccesar."
It would be interesting to know whether this decision of Paul's
mind was produced or influenced by the Lord's declaration; but the
sacred record is silent as to this. In any case, the decision had to be
made by Paul himself, and not by his judges. He would also fully
know that he would be sent as a prisoner, and that he would have to
conduct his own appeal before the cruel and dreaded Nero.
4. Then the fourth stage in the matter is tlie final decision of Agrippa,
in consultation with Bernice and Festus, to send him to Rome. This
was arrived at by them without knowing of Paul's desire and prayer
to go, and in entire ignorance of the Lord's purpose to send him.
And thus the prayers of this noble Apostle were answered! His
" journey" was a voyage; and it was indeed "prosperous." It
realized the requests of many years, and it was brought to pass" by
the will of God." The purpose of God controlled the decision of Paul
to appeal, and the" determination" of Agrippa to give effect to the
appeal. It was the pathway to his rest and his crown; the putting.
off of his armour; the gateway to his heavenly Home.
Twice during the past twelve months I have walked over the Yorkshire moors-on the latter occasion from Penistone, in Yorkshire, to
Castleton, in Derbyshire, a distance of twenty-six miles. After passing
!I{idhope Stones, not without prayer for guidance, there were two
roads or tracks, and I decided to take the longer road. I found afterwards that, had I chosen the shorter road, I should have had to walk,
hungry and thirsty, eight miles without being able to obtain even a
cup of tea. By choosing the longer road, I found a place of refreshment, and also an opportunity for wayside testimony. Then, entering
the Peak district above Banrford, I could look back over the open
moors, locate several landmarks by the way, and distinctly trace the
path by which I had travelled.
Thus, child of God, will it be with you at the sunset hour. You
will be able to trace the way the Lord your God has led you these
many years in the wilderness. You will then realize more clearly
than now how He has turned His purposes into prayers, and your
prayers into praises.· You will see how He has moulded your decisions
in moments of difficulty and perplexity, and even overruled your
mistakes, and turned them into blessings. You will then fully understand that the two statements of the Psalmist in the l07th Psalm
are in most perfect harmony: "They wandered" (verse 4) and, " HE
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(verse 7). "They wandered in the wilderness in a solitary
way; they found no city to dwell in. Hungry and thirsty, their
soul fainted in them. Then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble,
and He delivered them out of their distresses. And He led them forth
by the ri{jlu way, that they might go to a city of habitation."
Cricklewood.
WILLIAM WILEMaN.

LED THEM"

WALLS SALVATION, GATES PRAISE.
" Thou shalt call thy walls Salmtion, and thy gates Praise."-IsA. Ix. 18.

OF Christ, to Christ, and through Christ are all things, and so the
Prophet in this precious chapter shows the choicest, most useful,
and most valuable things in the animal world (verses 6, 7), in the
mineral world (verse 9), and in the vegetable world (verse 13) are
made subservient to the cause of God and Truth, and to the interest
of the Gospel. We have then in this text to consider :1. Zion's walls-Salvation.
2. Her gates-Praise.
First. Zion's walls-Salmtion. Zion, that is, the Church and people
of God, is spoken of in this chapter as "The city of the Lord, The Zion
of the Holy One of Israel" (verse 14). The word" Zion " does well
set forth the Church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the
Truth, fOl' it signifies a monument raised up, a heap of stones set up.
Not such a pillar as Absalom raised up for himself, but afterwards,
for his unnatural and wicked rebellion, had a heap of stones thrown
over his body-like the final doom of Antichrist, the papacy, for its
rebellion against the g;lorious Gospel of the blessed God (see Rev.
xviii. 21; Jer. li. 44). No, but as Solomon's temple was an house
of God, a monument of glory and beauty, raised up of stones already
prepared, each for its own place, in that wonderful building; so
Zion is a spiritual house, built up, as saith the Apostle, of "lively
stones" (1 Pet. ii. 5), and compacted together, yea, polished after
the similitude of a palace, and that by Jehovah Himself. "When the
Lord shall build up Zion, He shall appear in His glory," the glory of
His own rich sovereign free grace, as it is said of His first appearing
to our father Abraham-" The God of glory appeared unto our fi!-ther
Abraham when he was in MesopotamiD" before he dwelt in Charran,
and said unto him, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred,
and come into the land which I shall shew thee" (Acts vii. 2, 3).
Thus God, in His set time to favour Zion, appears also to all His elect,
the spiritual seed of Abraham, to the end of time, to gather them into
one body, one fold, one communion and fellowship, that of Himself
and of each other in Him. "Hearken, 0 daughter, and consider,
and incline thine ear; forget also thine own people, and thy father's
house; so shall the King greatly desire thy beauty: for He is thy
Lord; and worship thou Him" (Psa. xlv. 10).
Negatively, Zion is not like the pope of Rome, "a man that hath
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no rule over his own spirit; and like a city that is broken down and
hath no walls" (see Rev. xvii. 18, with Rev. xviii. 2); but, on the
contrary, she is a city that hath both walls and bulwarks, as it is said:
"Walk about Zion, and go round about her: tell the towers thereof.
Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces; that ye may tell
it to tbe generation following. For this God i, our God tor ever and
ever: He will be our guide even unto death" (Psa. xlviii. 12-14).
Her walls are Salvation, because God Himself in His glorious Trinity
of Persons is her salvation. God affirms it, and she responds. "For
I, saith the Lord, will be unto her a wall of fire round about, aud will
be the glory in the midst of her" (Zech. ii. 5). To this she responds,
" Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: for
the Lord Jehovah is my strength and my song; He also is become
my salvation" (Isa. xii. 2). Jehovah the Father, then, is her wall,
Jehovah the Son, and Jehovah the Holy Ghost. Here then is more
safety and security, defence and protection, than brazen walls or
mountains of brass. For whatever is in the Person of God the Father,
as He is by Covenant and oath to her in Christ Jesus, is hers as she
stands in need of it; to protect, deliver, and save her from sin, Satan,
death, hell, and the grave. As Jesus, in His never-to-be-overthrown
"Verily, Verily," affirms·: "My Father, Which gave them Me, is
greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of My Father's
hand." Oh, what precious security is tIlls! Then again: all that is
in the Father as a providing God (as is said of Him, "Your Father
knoweth that ye have need of all these things ") is salvation, and a
wall unto her. Also, as He is unto her the Father of spirits in His·
Cavenant dealings and faithfulness, a wall of salvation to Zion
against the enemy of souls and his preying upon her as he preys on
the bastards who escape the rod and who become a prey to his teeth:
"Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us,
and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection to the Father .of spirits, and live 1 " (Heb. xii. 9.) But His love,
mercy, grace, and faithfulness, as He draws them to the spiritual
saving and experimental knowledge of Himself, are that in Him that
proves a wall of defence. As David found-" He is my defence; I
shall not be greatly moved"; "The Lord is my defence; and my
God is the rock of my refuge" (Psa. lxii. 2. xciv. 22).
Jehovah the Son is a wall of salvation to Zion. "For the Lord is
our defence; and the Holy One of Israel is our King." None is able
to pluck a sheep of His out of His hand. His atonement is a wall of
defence against the assault of Satan, as it is said, "Who is he that
condemneth 1 It is Christ That died, yea rather, that is risen again,
Who is even at the right hand of God, Who also maketh intercession
for us." And so God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
God the Holy Ghost is a wall of defence to Zion. "Greater is
He "-that is, J ehovah the Spirit-" That is in you, than he "-that
is, the devil-" that is in the world." Greater to defend you against
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error and apostasy than is Satan to deceive you and draw you away
from God.
What a defence is the Spirit of God in His taking of the things that
are Christ's and revealing them unto them that are His. And when
He sheds God's love abroad in the heart, kindles and draws forth their
spiritual affections, and again and again mightily interposes in them
against their great enemies, the world, the flesh, and the devil. When
also, He restoreth their soul and leads them in the paths of righteous·
ness.

I

Thus, "Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, to save our souls are All
concerned," and to defend us against the hosts of hell and earth.
Secondly. Her gates, Praise. The gates of cities in Canaan were
places where refugees were received; in which transactions for matters
of business were attended to (as Abraham, when he purchased the
field and the cave that was in it; as Boaz, when he adjusted
matters with a view to marrying Ruth); as marts for selling wheat
and barley (as when the unbelieving lord was trodden down by the
people); as places of the triumphant entry of victorious kings (as
David, when he entered Rabbah of the children of Ammon-a type
of Christ in His ascension, Psa. xxiv. 7-10). But while we might
legitimately spiritualize this by applying them to matters of doctrine
and experience under the Gospel dispensation, I would the rather
take it as illustrated in the deliverance of Jerusalem and Hezekiah,
that deliverance being seen to be so evidently of God Himself as
that the issue was praise. By that most eminent and striking
deliverance, they entered more fully than they had ever done into
the truth of-" Call upon Me in the day of trouble: I will deliver
thee, and thou shalt glorify Me." In what way glorify Him 1 Why,
by praising Him, as it is said: "Whoso offereth praise glorifieth
Me." Now that is a thing that is found in Zion, in her gates. So
David: "That I may shew forth all Thy praise "-in delivering
mercies-" in the gates of the daughter of Zion: I will rejoice in Thy
salvation" (Psa. ix. 14). Especially as we find this praise given to
God is ever the issue of what preceded in appearance as an angry
stroke of providence. As in Hezekiah's case, a something is brought
about that threatens destruction and death, but the issue of which
is found to be life and salvation. "And in that day thou shalt say,
Lord, I will praise Thee: though Thou wast angry with me, Thine
anger is turned away, and Thou comfortedst me. Behold, God is
my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: for the Lord Jehovah
is my strength and my song; He also is become my salvation." It
is a saving view and discovery of J ehovah as He appears to a poor
sinner in a way of delivering mercy and grace, that calls forth praise.
Hence, till this delivering mercy and grace come, "praise waiteth,"
or "is silent," "for Thee,
God, in Sion," and, "Truly my soul
waiteth upon God," that is, also, "is silent," " from Him cometh my
salvation" (Psa. Ixv. 1 ; Psa. Ixii. 1). And although in the case of the
individual believer, as given in Psa. cvii., his way to the city of habita·
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tion is shown to be a going in and out in the matter of praise; viewing
the Church as a whole, " therefore thy gates," as in verse 11, "shall
be open continually," that is, there ","ill be found some entering at
all times His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise,
whose language is" We will praise Him for all that is past,
And trust Him for all that's to come."
Ah! how little do we consider that after we are called by sovereign
grace it is to be, as it were, overtaken by many evils, both without
and within, that by Jehovah alone we may be delivered from them
to the praise of the glory of His grace, and find matter to praise Him
in Zion's gates. The 150 Psalms finish with praise, calling on all the
creatures to join with Zion in notes of lofty praise. Amen!
Birkenhead.
G. A.
POWER AND LOVE.
THE two angels, their garments unsoiled by descent to the earth and
contact with the Galilean fishermen, asked, "Why stand ye gazing up
into heaven 1 this same Jesus ... shall so come in like manner as ye
have seen Him go into heaven." They might have said that they only
looked after Him Whom they loved; that their hearts and hopes were
with Him there; that because of what He Himself had said to them,
they had ceased to look to earth for joy. They might have said that
the saints gone before were there, and that they were thinking of .
the day when they would join them to praise God as they praised.
Dr. Owen thought that the text" Now is Christ risen from the dead,
and become the firstfruits of them that slept," means that the souls of
the Old Testament saints slept until their redemption was actually
completed, and that when the Lord re-entered heaven "with His
own blood," they waked and foHowed Him Who had atoned for
them. But that, and other revelations, would be made to the
Apostles in due time. At present they were to return to J erusaiem
and there tarry until" endued with power from on high." So to
Jerusalem they at once returned, and surely the power of the glorified
Jesus, the spirit of the Comforter, was already with them, when they
reached the empty place with" great joy." Many saints have felt
like them since, have stood bereft of friend and counsellor-alone,
but have been filled with peace and contentment.
To tarry until endued with power from OIl high is the lot of each and
every successor of the Apostles. The man who tarried for thirty-eight
years helplessly at the pool; the woman who, bowed down for eighteen
years, could in no wise lift up herself; the disciples toiling in rowing
but getting no nearer the shore-these and other instances are Spiritgiven types of the children of grace who are taught from on high that
all power is the Lord's, and that none is their own, to save or to help
themselves, or to take possession of the things of the Spirit. I had a
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letter to-day from a waiting soul, and she said, "How happy the
Lord's people must be who know their sins are forgiven. As for me,
my heart has sinned against the Lord. My sin is ever before me. I
.am afraid He will not cleanse me from all unrighteousness. Thank
you, I am much better. I have not had to leave the Chapel again."
But she waits the Lord's blessed leisure; she tarries at Jerusalem;
-she forsakes not, with her weak body, the assembling of the saints.
Before long the power which has sustained her during her watching
.and waiting and hoping will give her to know herself, according to
.John i. 12, 13, a daughter of the Lord God Almighty, and the days of
her mourning will be ended.
"Blessed are all they that wait for Him," though it be for years
learning what is not after the flesh that they have" no power of them-selves to help themselves," but learning what grows in sweetness on
the renewed heart, that the power of God means, not their destruction,
but their help, their deliverance, their salvation; that it is love,
forgiveness, comfort. It was Christ Himself Who spoke of the promise
of the Father, and gave Him Who now dwells in the redeemed the
name of "Comforter." "Will He plead against" His own "with
His great power 1 No; He will put strength in "them. This is the
strength that bears up and on through all disconsolations, the strength
that desires and prays for what God only waits to give. Of Jacob we
read: "Yea, he had power over the Angel, and prevailed," but lest
it should sound as if he was strong in his strength it continues: "He
wept, and made supplication." It was with tears of exhaustion that
he carried off the thing he asked fol'. There is a lovely instance in
Gen. xliii. of the weaker having power over the stronger. Joseph
lifted up his eyes and saw Benjamin before him. Benjamin did nothing,
said nothing; but Joseph sought where to weep, for he yearned upon
his brother. And he entered into his chamber and wept there. It is
like what the Lord said to the bride in the Song: "Turn away thine
eyes from J\fe, for they have overcome Me." Little do we think when
our moments of access are over, that they are over because the Lord
has, in a love that passes knowledge, sought where to weep forth the
weight that melts His heart. But He refrains Himself-comes forth
again to serve us. His" Benjamin "-" the beloved of the Lord "dwells" in safety by Him," though He seems, even as Joseph, to be
in a place by Himself. He makes us glad with the light of His
countenance; He makes us rest from the weariness of the journey, and
He sends us a large portion from His own right hand.
FOLLOWER-ON.
ALL my dear family are above-my Father, and my beloved Elder
Brother; all my peace and rest is there, a whisper now and then
falling on my spirit, amid the storms and tempests raging around me ;
all my light is there, and all my joy is there; my Father's hand at
times pouring a few drops of that deep, deep river into this world's
(lUp of sorrow.-Berr·idge.
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"GOOD FOR US TO BE HERE."
ST. MATTHEW xvii. 4.
THE disciples on the mount were like the children of God who rejoice
in the light of His countenance, seeing and feeling the very atmosphere'
to be comforting, exhilarating. Christ is, as it were, transfigured
before them, and in this happy delight they too feel that" it is good
for us to be here," that it is " well, on the mount of God." We have
had our blissful times, dear reader, you and I, when we have felt the
very presence and almost the touch of the loved and loving Saviour,
when earth itself seemed "a little heaven below" with the joy of
His love. "Not a-nigh me but within me is Thy joy Divine." In
such joy the" brighter blue of the skies, the sweeter green of the earth, '"
all beauty is intensified with Christ in all, and the soul is filled with
indescribable rapture. We ask with the poet :""Then I meet Him again beyond the stars,

Will the ecstasy be more keen? "
In the glory of the transfiguration, the beloved disciples were filled
with wondrous delight. St. Peter, after declaring to Jesus how good
it was to be there, asked, "If Thou wilt, let us make here three
tabernacles; one for Thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias." The
desire was keen to prolong this glorious vision. Don't we too, when
all around is bright, when the love of Jesus irradiates everywhere,.
when we realize fully" I am my Beloved's and my Beloved is mine,"
when our love-faint and feeble as it is-is reciprocated in intense·
degree, don't we too long to build a tabernacle for His sojourn, and
to be on the mount with Him perpetually in heart and vision 1
"Make here." Ah, what a miserable earth-bound wish! Om"
Father has something far, far better than building here. He has a
fairer dwelling-place for us in Christ, a more enduring home, than a
tabernacle which was moved about from place to place. We have" a
building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens."
How truly His thoughts are higher than our thoughts, and His preparations for us infinitely more than we ask or think.
But while St. Peter yet spake, "behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This
is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased; hear ye Him." Is
it not so with us too 1 When rapture is highest, a cloud comes. But
notice it is a bright cloud, dear reader. So thy supreme exultation is
damped, so to speak, by a bright cloud, and out of it is heard the
voice of God. May we not infer from the overshadowing cloud that
it veiled the Father Himself, since His voice sounded from it 1 His
satisfied voice, declaring Himself well pleased in His Son. Thus He
speaks to thy soul from bitter, yea well-nigh overwhelming, sorrow,
which but curtains Him from view, and speaking declares to thee,
" This is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased; hear ye Him."
You are treading in His footsteps. He is with you, hear His. words.
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Oh, what a reassuring statement! what a sweet command !-" Hear
ye Him." How near it brings the Person of Christ. So near is He
that, as expressed in the letter of a dear friend recently received,
" Closer is He than breathing, and nearer than hands and feet." "Hear
ye Him"-all is focused in Him. Note it, dear child of God, take it
to thy heart-" This is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased."
For we are simply" accepted in Him "-not in ourselves at all, nor
in any other person, nor in any way, but in Him. Seen in Him the
Father is well pleased in us.
H

In the Person of His Son
I am as near as He.
11

His delight is in His Son, and if we are in His Son, He sees us there.
" Christ and I togethe?' sharing
All the Father's love."
"Hear ye Him "-an exhortation that reaches the inmost heart of
the believer, who cares for no other voice in comparison with His, no
other counsel but His.
Yet" when the disciples heard it, they fell on their face, and were
sore afraid." "Sore afraid" when the Lord spake to them! "Sore
afraid" when He had just presented His beloved Son to view and
declared Himself well pleased in Him! just indicated His will-" Hear
ye Him "! Yet is it not so with us when sorrow, disappointment,
and trial appear to us suddenly after a special time of sweetest communion and glorious vision 1 We hear, and fear. The cloud obscures
our view, and the sound from it fills us with dread.
Then-as is always the case-" Jesus came and touched them."
Oh, that healing, cheering touch-the tender, magnetic touch of a
loving Saviour's hand! We have felt sometimes with a human touch
-a mother's touch or a very dear friend's-how instantly soothing
and calming it was. But what must it be to be touched by Jesus
Himself, the Divine Healer, the Vanquisher of death! What did He
say to them when He so gently touched them 1 "AIise, and be not
afraid." Just the same as when later on, on the Isle of Patmos, His
beloved disciple, overcome with the wonderful vision of Himself, fell
at His feet as dead, "He laid His right hand upon me, saying unto
me, Fear not." The touch, the right hand touch, comforted and
gave strength. The gracious words, "Fear not," and, "Arise, and
be not afraid," calmed all fear. "When they had lifted up their eyes,
they saw no man, save Jesus only." Moses, the lawgiver, the
representative of the law, gone; Elijah, the prophet, gone. For the
Fulfiller of the law, and the Fulfilment of all the prophecies stood
there saying, " Be not afraid." "Jesus only." All fulfilled in Himthe law, and the prophets. Jesus all-no man else. Reader, volumes
might be filled with this one subject. To you and to myself also are
the words given by the Holy Spil'it, " Arise, and be not afraid." For
looking up, we see Jesus only.
Ah, we say, "It is good for us to be here," when basking in the
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sunshine of our Saviour's smile. But there are many other circumstauces when we may say" It is good." David found it good when
trial came. He found it so afterward, not just at the time (see Psa.
cxix. 71): "It is good for me that I have been afflicted." '¥by 1
"That I might learn Thy statutes." The most valuable earthly
objects are acquired only through great labour, and ofttimes suffering.
Gold and diamonds exact long digging and weary painful searching.
High pinnacles of learning are gained only by long and arduous study.
Every class of gain is through patient perseverance, through endurance.
Love itself has painful unfoldings. Thus we learn that it is good to
have been afflicted even in temporal gains, much more so in spiritual
dealings. The white-robed throng described in Rev. vii. are those
who came out of great tribulation, but this was not the cause of their
white beautiful robes. No, they" have washed their robes and made
them white in the blood of the Lamb."
In the life of Joseph we read how he was sold into slavery when
very young, but he himself said to his brethren later on, when he
was lord of Egypt, " Ye thought evil against me; but God meant it
unto good." David acknowledged it. The three faithful ones in the
burning fiery furnace found One was with them in it-the Son ot
God-and there was no hurt. Daniel experienced good also in the
midst of the harmless lions. And many, many others have found
Jesus in the midst when suffering. "All things work together for
good to them that love God." And what is included in the expression
"all things" 1 Why, seeming evils, and crosses, and tears, and
suffering of all kinds.
But in " the good Land" whereunto thy pilgrim feet tread by " the
right way," there indeed, in deepest rapture, thou shalt see" it is
good for us to be Here." We read that Moses said to the children of
Israel, "The Lord thy God bringeth thee into a good land." To the
spiritual Israel, when Moses and Elias disappear and Jesus only is
seen, the Land of Promise is full of good. "In My Father's house are
many mansions . . . I go to prepare a place for you . . . I will come
again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may
be also." It will be Jesus only-Jesus all-Jesus with us visibly for
evermore.
"In those courts so fair

I

Countless hosts, yet each beholding,';
Jesus only there."
Good, good indeed, to be "Here "-at Home-for ever, where"Glory shadeless shineth
In Immanuel's Land."

" God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be
no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any
more pain; for the former things are passed away."
"They shall see His face; and His Name shall be in their
foreheads."
NETTlE.
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INCREASING DEBT.

THAT man would not be thought wise who, having placed a block of
ice in the scales and found it deficient in weight, left the ice in the
full~ blaze of the sun in the hope that when he next placed the ice on
the scales it would have increased in heaviness. And that man or
that woman is not wise who, having seen by the light of God's Word
that he or she is a sinner, hopes by and by to make himself or herself
better, forgetful of the fact that day by day he or she is but adding
to their guilt, and must continue to do so until led to believe in the
Lord Jesus.
Men deceive themselves with a vain delusion when they imagine
that they can do any outward works to commend themselves to God.
They can no more do it than can the ice be increased in weight by
being placed in the glare of the hot sun.
"Sin is the transgression of the law" (1 John iii. 4). " Where
no law is, there is no transgression" (Rom. iv. 15). But there is a
law, and this law is holy, just, and good (Rom. vii. 12). It is a reflection of God's holiness, and therefore it must condemn us, for we are
sinners; we have broken the law, we fail in word, thought, and deed.
. The holy law requires that we should love the Lord our God with
all our heart and with all our soul and with all our J:Ilind; and
further, that we should love our neighbour as ourself; and these
requirements must be carried out day and night, without any deviation
or cessation (Matt. xxii. ~37-39). Men may, to some considerable
extent, control their outward behaviour, but they can not have
complete control of their heart, for it is alienated by sin (Eph. iv. 18),
and out of the heart proceed those evil things which defile a man
(Matt. xv. 18-20).
Man may wash his body from outward stain and pollution, but he
can not reach his heart, i.e., his mind. will, and affections. So-called
" repentance" can not cleanse the soul. The man who is in debt
can not pay the money he owes by being sorry he is in debt. Grief
for debt can not provide a bank balance to meet future purchases.
A kind-hearted tradesman may forgive a debt and blot it out of his
books, but that act does not make the debt paid. It does not make
the debtor a solvent man; it does not provide for him for the future.
We need to consider these things and ponder them. Spirituallythat is, in a spiritual sense-man is a hopeless bankrupt. He can
neither liquidate the past, meet the present, nor provide for the future.
The longer a man lives the more he increases his debt to the law.
Had God left man in this miserable condition, none could have
entered into heaven. The righteous requirements of holiness are so·
far-reaching and so extensive that one breach can never be made up.
The law, which is the mirror wherein God's holiness is reflected,
tells us what is required of us, but it can not tell us how to carry it
out, nor how to correct any failures in execution. Where there. is
failure, all the law can do is to pronounce sentence of death.
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Here let it be explained that the ceremonial commandments under
the old dispensation, and which co=andments are sometimes termed
the "Law," are not the same as the law of holy obedience nnder
which Adam was created, and which law he disobeyed, and which
disobedience brought ruin on him and on all his seed.
The ceremonial law was connected with the tenure of the land of
Canaan by Israel. God gave Israel that land on condition of outward
obedience, and in case of any breach of those outward conditions
God devised a plan whereby, upon confession and certain outward
ceremonies, amends might be made for the breach, so that Israel might
Tetain possession of the land, and God might continue to dwell
amongst them as a nation. Whilst many of the rites and ceremonies
of that legal dispensation contain and convey a spiTitual lesson, yet
we must ever hold firmly to the truth, that "it is not possible that
the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins" (Heb. x. 4).
The law declares what God's holiness and righteousness require,
and it declares the consequence of disobedience. It can do no more. •
"The law made nothing perfect" (Heb. vii. 19). How could it?
It can do nothing for man. It declaTes that which is perfect, and
it insists upon conformity thereto, or in the event of failure it pronounces death.
Now, "what the law could not do" because of man's weakness
through sin, God, in His great grace, has done for man by sending
His own Son, in the likeness of man, to ohey for man, to suffer for
man, and to die for man (see Rom. viii. 3, etc.). Thus the righteousness of the law is fulfilled in those who believe in the Lord Jesus, who'
walk not afteT the flesh but afteT the Spirit.
Those who think to co=end themselves by an outward obedience
to the law, are walking after the flesh, and such "cannot please
God" (Rom. viii. 8).
" Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone that
believeth" (Rom. x. 4). "If there had been a law given which could
have given life. verily righteousness should have been by the Jaw"
(Gal. iii. 21); but the Father hath made the Lord Jesus to be sin
for us though He knew no sin, " that we might be made the Tighteousness of God in Him" (2 Cor. v. 21), "and by Him all that believe
aTe justified hom all things, hom which ye could not be justified by
the law of Moses" (Acts xiii. 39). Now those who are thus led (to
believe) by the SpiTit of God, are the sons of God (Rom. viii. 14), and
they bring forth the huit of the SpiTit (Gal. v. 18, 22, 26).
The Lord Jesus hath once suffered, the Just for the unjust, that
He might bring us to God (1 Pet. iii. 18), and He says, " Come unto
Me, all ye that laboUT and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest"
(Matt. xi. 28). Have you savingly heard those words, giving liberty
and eternal life? or," tell me, ye that desire to be under the law,.
do ye not hear the law? " (Gal. iv. 21.1 It pronounces bondage and
death!

P. I. B.
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WAYSIDE JOTTINGS IN TROUBLOUS TIMES.

ONE of the most deplorable features of these troublous times is the
apparent unwillingness of the Government of our Country to steer
clear of the deadly mines which the Papacy casts from time to time
upon the troubled waters upon which we are sailing.
It seems clearly proved that the Pope is no friend of the Allied
Powers, and all history demonstrates that he is no friend of Protestant
England; while be anathematizes the Scriptural teaching of our
Reformed Church.
Why, then, in spite of this, and in spite of the powerful protests
recently made, continue to send an Envoy to the Vatican 1 An opportunity occurred when he might have been finally withdrawn, but
instead of this, a successor is immediately appointed! We may well
ask, Why 1 We may well ask, also, What benefit has been derived
from this Mission, or can be expected to accrue from it 1 Many
believe that it will postpone that Victory and Peace for which we
• all so ardently hope.
An excellent letter on this subject was written recently to the Editor
of The English Churchman, by Sir R. Kennedy, in which he calls
attention to words of the late Mr. Gladstone in his" Vatican Decrees,"
namely, " There is a fixed purpose among the secret inspirers of Roman
Policy to pursue by the road of force, upon the arrival of any favourable opportunity, the favourite project of re-erecting the Terrestrial
Tbrone of the Popedom."
Ingenuous and artless Protestants, faithful adherents of the doctrines
of the Articles and Formularies of the Church of England, might well
have supposed that the Archbishops and Bisbops of their Church
would have headed the protest against entering into diplomatic relations with a power which is the enemy of civil and religious liberty,
as well as of all real spiritual Christianity. Such a proceeding would
have been faithful, and consistent, and would have drawn down God's
blessing upon our Nation. The Pope might have been surprised, but
would have had no ground of complaint.
Another grievous proceeding during the past month, is the introduction (according to the daily newspapers) of a prayer for the dead,
as an addition to our beautiful Burial Service, on the occasion of the
interment of those of our foes who lost their lives when their airship
was destroyed in North London.
No more flagrant public flouting of our Church's rules and teaching
has occurred in recent times. Every possible occasion is being seized
by the crypto-Romanists to further their ends.
Part of the history of Elijah the Tishbite has been recently read
in the Churches of our land. How much in that history is calculated
to cheer and hearten God's tried people, many of whom, no doubt,

/
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have been, and are, sorely tried in their circumstances, tlu:ough the
heavy increase of taxation, and of the prices of the necessaries of
life, through the war! "I have commanded the ravens to feed thee
there." God is never at a loss how to carry out His gracious design
to meet the necessities of His people, and He uses the most unlikely
instruments at times, as in Elijah's case. "The Lord knoweth how
to deliver the ungodly out of temptations [trials]" (2 Pet. ii. 9).
First the ravens! Then a widow woman, and she herself in dire
distress! "I have commanded a widow woman there to sustain
thee." The Lord might have sent an angel, as afterwards (chapter
xLx.), to sustain Elijah. But no, that was not His way. He would
show to His prophet, and also to the God-fearing widow woman, the
unfolding of His power. When Elijah's supply of water began to
fail, when the brook Cherith began to dry up, we may imagine some
of the thoughts which passed through his mind. What will become
of me when the brook is all dried up 1 "'hat shall I do 1 where shall
I go 1 For we are told that he was" a man subject to like passions
as we are," and possibly his faith was greatly tried; but only that
it might be strengthened, and grow. However it was with Elijah,
thus it is often with ourselves, till we learn again and again that" God
is faithful," that there is "nothing too hard for the Lord." "The
brook dried up." One source of supply may fail, but another is
opened in the goodness of our God.
I. And let us not fail to notice that while the Lord commanded the
widow woman to sustain His servant, He Himself sustained the widow
woman and her son, according to His word spoken by the prophet·:
" The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil
fail, until the day that the Lord sendeth rain upon the earth." The
sustaining of all three was by the gracious power of Jehovah Whose
Name is "Jehovah·Jireh." "The Lord also will be a refuge for the
oppressed, a refuge in times of trouble. And they that know Thy
Name will put their trust in Thee: for Thou, Lord, hast not forsake!'
them that seek Thee" (Psa. ix. 9, 10) .
. Sweetly does John Newton sing concerning Elijah :"Elijah's example declares,

Whatever distress may betide,
The saints may commit all their cares
To Him Who will surely provide.
When rain long withheld from the earth
Occasioned a famine of bread,
The prophet secured from the dearth,
By ravens was constantly fed.
"More likely to rob than to feed
Were ravens that live upon prey;
But when the Lord's people have need,
His goodness will find out away.
This instance to those may be strange
Who know not how faith ean prevail;
But sooner all nature shall change;
Than one of God's promises fail.
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"How safe and how happy are they
Who on the Good Shepherd rely!
He gives them ont strength for their day,
Their wants He will snrely supply:
He ravens and lions can tame,

All creatnres obey His commands;
Then let us rejoice in His Na.me,
And leave all our cares in His bands."

Sevington Rectory,
Ashford, Kent.

ROBERT J. NOYES, RD.

THE LORD'S BEREAVING HAND.
WITH the deepest feeling of sympathy for our dear brother and friend
of many years, the Rev. R. J. Noyes, and his dear wife, we make
reference to the heavy bereavement and sorrow they have been called
upon to bear in the loss of their deal'1y loved son, who was killed in
action on the 9th of September, on the Western front. In the early
stages of the War he joined the Canadian Volunteer Forces-having
lived in Canada for some years-thereby sacrificing much gained by
personal hard work. Last year he was wounded in the ankle and
was in England for an appreciable time, returning to the trenches just
before our bereaved brother took up his residence in Sevington, of
which Parish he had recently been appointed Rector. Many of our
,'eaders know Mr. Noyes personally; all are acquainted with him
through his highly valued and acceptable contributions to these pages.
They will remember him and the sorrowing mother at the Throne of
Grace, where many have been remembering their dear son, and will
extend to them their heartfelt sympathy. Only our compassionate
High Priest can assuage such grief as theirs, only He understands to
the full what it means to drink this bitter cup of sorrow-the God
of all comfort can alone truly console. But when one member of
that blessed Body sufIers, all the members sufler with it, and so we
, assure our sOl'ely tried friends they will be much in the thoughts and
prayers of all those who love our Lord Jesus Christ, and who love
them in the Lord. It is to those who do business in great waters
that the Lord shows the wonders and depths of His love, His tender
mercy, and His exceeding pitifulness: "When thou passest through
the waters, I will be with thee."
The following are the words of our dear friend to us :My DEAR MR. ORM:ISTON,-You will be sorry to hear that we
received this morning the sad news that our dear boy was killed in
battle last Saturday.
It is a hard trial, he was snch a fine character-so gentle, thonghtful,
and kind. He was very reserved and retiring, but his life was
beautiful-he never gave us an hour's trouble, as far as I can recollect.
I felt much confidence that he would be brought through in God's
mercy. But it was not to be. "Be still, and know that I am God."

-
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Perhaps a line in THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE will let some friends know,
who may have remembered him at the Throne of Grace.
Please pray for my dear wife.
I posted lIfSS. yesterday.
You may have seen that my brother Henry has lost two sons. Dr.
Frank Noyes died in Bombay, of enteric fever.
One can not but feel that the Lord is overrulmg these sad and
terrible times to the ingathering of many of His own eternally loved
ones, hastening the time when the number shall be complete.
11

Hush, be every murmur dumb-It is only' till He come.'
tl

Yours affectionately in the Lord,
ROBERT J. NOYES.
[COpy OF A LEITER }'ROM A CORPORAL OF THE COMPANY.]
" DEAR MR. AND MRS. NOYE8,-I am writing this short letter
in the hope that it will help a little to lessen the grief which I
know you are suffering. But it is my duty to let you know
that Herhert was one of the whitest men I ever met. We have
often discussed the possibility of death together, and his view
was that in a flash we were transported to something infinitely
better, and, dear Parents, he was not afraid to die! Thank
God, there is a better afterwards to look forward to! He
was killed instantly, and carried well back, to a little
cemetery where I saw him buried. In concluding, his comrades
wish me to say, that in your son we had the biggest-hearted and
most respected man in the section, both as a comrade and a
brave soldier. Please accept our most heartfelt sympathies,
"nd I do hope this letter will help a wee bit. In sorrow,
yours -

-"

'THE
EDITOR.
tt
THOUGHTS ON PSALyI CXIX. 42, 43.
By THE REV. W. LUSH, A.K.C., REOTOR OF STRETTON-EN-LE-FIELD,
ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH.
(Continued from page 458.)

42. "So shall I have to answer him I.hat reproacheth me; for I
tr'ust in Thy word." See here the best answer to the calumnies and
insults of the enemy-the manifest experience of God's power. The
Saviour Himself was reviled-" Who when He was reviled, reviled not
again." "If they have called the Master of the house Beelzebub, how
much more shall they call them of His household!" " Being reviled,"
says an Apostle, "we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it; being
defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are
VERSE
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the offscouring of all things unto this day." If ye be reproached for
the Name of Christ, happy are ye. This is part of the cost that we
must count in connection with following the Saviour, content to have
our name cast out as evil for the Son of Man's sake. This is the going
forth without the camp, bearing His reproach; but the inward:
possession of a soul-saving religion, the heartfelt enjoyment of Christ
formed in our heart the hope of glory, will enable us, like Moses, to
esteem the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of
Egypt, and thus to think it not strange concerning the fiery trial
that is to try us, as though some strange thing happened unto us, but
rather to rejoice, inasmuch as we are partakers of Christ's sufferings,
that when His glory shall be revealed, we may be glad also with
exceeding joy.
And what a solid ground of trust is the Word of God. "Heaven and
earth shall pass away, but My Word shall not pass away"; and what
does that Word declare 1 " I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee,"
so that we may boldly say, "The Lord is my Helper, I will not fear
what man shall do unto me "; for" no weapon that is formed against
thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in
judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servauts
of the Lord, and their righteousness is of Me, saith the Lord." Compare
with this 42nd verse, Proverbs xxvii. 11. There is a slight difierence
in the way in which Fry renders this passage. He translates it, " And
I will answer him that revileth me, that I have trusted in Thy word."
Verse 43. "And take not the WOI'd of truth utterly out of my mouth,
fol' I have hopefully waited fol' Thy judgments." The Gospel is called
"the Word of Tl'llth" (Ephes. i. 13, James i. 18); but rather the
meaning here is, I suppose, as Alexander has it~" Deprive me not of
this conclusive answer to my enemies, by withholding that providential
vindication of my character and practical attestation of Thy favour
towards me which I confidently look for." Out of the abundance of
the heart the mouth speaketh, and the Psalmist, no doubt, has in view
in one sense the connection there is between the heartfelt realizing
enjoyment of T{uth, and the then comparatively easy speaking of it
with the lips, compared with the deadness which is often found in the
heart, when as a consequence the chariot-wheels drag heavily, and
anything else is more enjoyable to talk about than religion. For the
meaning of the word" judgments," see previous verses.
(To be continued.)
ALBEIT the words of promise be neither performed, nor like to be
performed, yet faith should justify the promise, for true and faithful.David Dickson. THE believer's incessant cry is, Let me see" the King's face." This
is a blessing worth praying for. It is his heart's desire, his preseut
privilege, and what is infinitely better, his sure, everlasting prospect" They shall see His face" (Rev. xxii. 4).-Charles Bl'idges.
I
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Q!ortf$pOnlleuce.
THE LORD'S DELIVERING HAND.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL !l'IAOAZINE.

DEAR MR. ORMISToN,-May the dear Lord enable us to watch and
pray and wait for His glorious appearing. In submitting this to you,
I hope and trust the Lord will bless it to your own soul, so that you
may be well satisfied that it is truth and truth alone, without adding
to or taking anything from the trials or strange deliverances. I fear
few could or would receive the last trouble and deliverance. It may
seem peculiar, but the Lord is Just the same and His own people are
the same as in days of old. I should like to give the place where we
were living at the time and the cause of my breakdown, but it would
not be proper so to do.
Someone has said that "they who watch providence, will never
want a providence to watch." I have been compelled to see the hand
of God working for me many times in my life, and must say to the
honour and glory of His great and holy Name that when in family
matters we have been driven to wits' end, He has always appeared
some way or other for our deliverance, and we have been enabled to
bless Him for timely aid. Boston says that" faith can act easy when
it has help from sense, but it acts nobly when it has nothing to rest
on but God or His Word." Let me give one instance to prove my.
assertion. Once when in deep trial and distress in days gone by, I·
left home one Sunday to go to Chapel, full up to the brim in trouble,
not knowing how we should get through the coming week, the Lord
spoke these words into my heart, "Get thee up, eat and drink; for
there is a sound of abundance of rain." My trouble fled, and a very
happy day I spent, and saw the hand of the Lord the-day following
in making good the promise. Then the devil began in this way, "Do
you not see those words were spoken to a very wicked king 1" I had
not thought of that, yet faith in the end triumphed over the devil's
insinuation, knowing by the effect that the Lord spoke them home.
Let me give one instance in which the Lord appeared for us, yet
we could not see His hand at the time, neither did we have a thought
about His hand being in such a strange circumstance. We were
sitting one Sunday afternoon in the house when there was a loud
knock at the door, and on opening it a piece of bended iron fell into
the house. This was the work of some boys, nothing more or less
than mischief on their part, yet the Lord's hand was in it. We picked
the iron up and threw it on the garden, and thought no more about it.
There it lay for over a year, and when hard pressed I took it to a
blacksmith. He gave me sixpence for it. My eyes were opened
instantly to see the Lord's delivering hand, and I believe to this day
that it was sent that He might display His care. Though I took no

·,
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care of it, the Lord did, and would not suffer it to be stolen or begged,
though anybody might have had it for aught we cared about it.
I would like to give one m.ore instance of the Lord's delivering
hand-peculiar indeed was the deliverance, peculiar the trials I was
suddenly plunged in. Over the trials I must draw a veil, lest I should
offend the Most High. I am persuaded that it is wrong to speak or
write of some things that befall us in our wilderness journey, but
with our ignorance we are apt to give away what we should keep to
ourselves and withhold what should be proclaimed upon the housetops, and unless the Lord be with us in all such matters we shall
certainly do that which is wrong. So we move like Noah of old with
fear, and almost tremble lest we should offend. But to return. Some
twelve years back my nerve was shattered all to pieces suddenly,
and among other things that troubled me, was tramps calling every
few minutes of the day, and some of them were very rude to my wife
if she did not help them. She did not always because she could not,
and I away from home all day did not help my shattered nerves.
One morning when ready to go to work I noticed a piece of wire in
the key-hole of the door. This was the climax. I felt forsaken of
man and of the Lord too, feeling my cup was full of gall without one
particle of honey to sweeten, except that I tried to tell the Lord that
He had not left me in trouble before, and begged He would appear
again for me. The wire in the lock troubled me greatly; rightly or
wrongly I thought someone had tried to enter the house at night.
It was in harvest time, and on tbat memorable day another man and
I were sent to mow or cut a road round a field of grain, ready for the
reapers or binders. After we had been at work some little time one
said to the other we thought it must be dinner-time, knowing that
it was near the middle of the day when we started on the field. We
stopped for a moment to rest, both of us facing the standing corn,
when suddenly there was such a peculiar sound or noise close to our
feet. We naturally looked into the corn to see the cause, and 10, it
was close to our heels. We quickly turned round, and it was hovering
near our heads, and upward and upward it gently went until it died
away in space. We saw nothing whatever. My companion turned
pale, and said, "We shall hear of something this day." With the
poor writer it was very different. I was delivered from my fears,
and plainly saw that I was protected-before-behind-belowabove. I was satisfied that the Lord sent an angel to me and
delivered me from my fears. My reader may ask me what kind of
sound or noise or music it was. I can not say. One thing I can say
with safety, It was heavenly.
I send or cast this on the waters, that if it finds a place in your
heart it may also find a lodging in some other of the Lord's children.
Hoping you are able to leave your room a little,
Sincerely yours,
July, 1916.

W-. G-.
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"THE REVEREND AND LEARNED THOMAS BOSTON."
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
My DEAR MR. ORMISToN,-Some fifty-three years ago, being in the

house of Mr. Forsyth, Minister of the Established Church, Lochie,
successor of the Godly Mr. William Stewart, I asked him, pointing to
a row of books in his library, "Whose are these 1 " and had answer,
" Boston, of Ettrick's," with an emphasis peculiar to him.
And now, in the most kind and indulgent providence of our God,
I have, with three of my daughters, been privileged to visit Ettrick,
and spend a brief sojourn among those spots and places of earth, hills
and valleys, meadows and streams, which were so familiar to that
man of God and most diligent and faithful servant of our L'ord Jesus
Christ, during those years, 1707-1732, in which he laboured in Word
and in doctrine in his Parish of Ettrick.
We visited Ettrick Parish Church, which is not the one Mr. Boston
preached in 200 years ago, but one erected on its site, dated 1824.
The Manse also is a different dwelling, standing back from the one
Mr. Boston lived in and in which he wrote with his" golden pen,"
as Erskine terms it. We saw his elegant urn-shaped tombstone in the
same old churchyard, and by the courtesy of Mr. Horne, the present
Minister, were shown the inside of the Church, the simplicity and
style of which I much admired. We were also taken into the Manse
and shown several things belonging to Boston, as a MS. volume of
Parish jottings; a bell to be rung at funerals; brass tokens for
admission to the Lord's Table, and wooden ladles for Church collections.
No houses near the Church now, whereas forty families (weavers)
used to live close by.
The farmer, Mr. Nichol, at whose house we stayed, possessed an
old copy of Boston's" Memoirs," in which I found, in the appendi.'<:,
some letters I had not seen before-most inte:esting reading to me.
As it appeared, some of Boston's neighbour Ministers, men of Truth
and taught of the Spirit, and Boston's dear brethren, walking in love
and unity with him, had been set upon by a majority of their Presbytery
for preaching what they called Antinomian doctrine, and in these
letters one of them was vindicating himself against the spiritual
ignorance of his blind accusers. It appeared to me like a conclave of
bats sitting in envy and condemnation of the soaring eagle! The
drive over the hills from Tushilaw to Hawick was most enjoyable. I
could but wish that you and your dear daughter's might have had a
taste of it. One generation passeth away and another cometh in its
stead, and that other, alas! may have but the shell, the first carrying
off " the noble prize," the kernel-Christ in them, the hope of glory.
Peace in Him be with you,
Yours affectionately in the Truth,
GEORGE ALEXANDER.
35, Chestnut (hove, Birkennead,
30th Atlgust, 1916.
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THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE FUND.-MORE TESTIMONY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. ORMISToN,-ln these apostate days I feel that the
readers of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE must see to it that, in dependence
on the almighty hand of God, and humanly as far as in them lies,
this witness for Protestant Truth and the valued Doctrines of Grace
as set forth in God's Word and in the Articles of the Church of England,
shall be maintained.
I only wish I could contribute more to your Fund. I enclose
cheque £1 Is., and with Christian love,
I remain.
Yours very sincerely,
August 16th, 1916.
R. H. POYNOR.
[The Trustees of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge
the kindly response of readers to their appeal for the MAGAZINE Fund,
which still is in need of help. They desire to express their sincere
thanks to the following generous friends, whose donations have been
received since the September issue ;£ 8. d.
£ s. d.
1 1 0 Rev. T. Houghton
o 10 0
Mrs. E. Armitage
1 0 0 Miss Sangar
0' 2 6
Mrs. Hockley
010 0
0 5 0 Miss J ohnson
Mrs. Palmer
Two Dollars
Miss S. Ellis
010 0 I "J. S."

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-A lady wTiting from a Soldiers' Home says; "I
thank you very much for your very generous parcels of Testaments
and books. They are always so welcome in our Home, as I give out
dozens of Testaments as the men pass through the Home. It is most
kind of you Temembering us, and I send you my warmest thanks. It
is wonderful how we can reach the hearts of the men coming up, who
aTe often very sad and lonely in the new untried soldier's life, by a
kind wOTd and little gift. Thanking you fOT helping us to make this
possible."
A Chaplain to the Forces writes; "Dear iVh. BrideT,-Before writing
to you with reference to your most generous gift of Bibles, Testaments,
and books for our soldiers, I have waited to have something definite
to tell you of how it has been used and appreciated. I have four
Military Hospitals to visit, two large ones in our camps and two smaller
ones in the town. I am now able to visit them provided with a small
stock of the Testaments and magazines you have so kindly sent, aud

,
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it is a great pleasure to me to see how grateful our wounded men are
when I give them to them. Before giving them the Testaments I
get them to promise to read a portion every day, and I am glad to say
this promise is given readily, and I believe faithfully kept. Just to
mention one case of a man with his nerves shattered by shell shock.
A comrade to whom I gave one of your Testaments told me of him.
He had been so terribly depressed that nothing said to him or done
for him seemed to have any effect. The doctor had taken him in hand
as a special case and had tried every means of rousing him and cheering him, but he remained the victim of all kinds of morbid imaginings.
His friends had also done their best for him, for there is often a very
fine spirit of helpfulness in some of the roughest men. I took him
aside and had a long talk with him, listening to all his woes and troubles.
Then I told him of how simple trust in Jesus woum calm and steady
his mind. I produced one of your Testaments and took him with
me over the last verses of the 6th of St. Matthew's Gospel and the
first verses of the 4th of Philippians. I spoke of the quiet confidence
faith in God and constant prayer to God would give, and he listened.
with the greatest attention. I am certain that in his case your Testament will prove the best medicine a man could have. In several
other cases I have found a most cordial reception for the Testaments
and other literature, and again thank you very warmly for your kindness in sending them."
A Christian, R.A.M.C., at Salonica writes: "Your kind letter to
hand to-day. I have been on active service since January, 1915,
and during that time have had many trying experiences, but it is with
a thankful heart that the presence and protecting hand of the blessed
Saviour has always been felt. I have been able to conduct many
services for the benefit and spiritual guidance of my comrades, and all
who passed through our hands, wounded or sick. During my time of
active service I have been twice stricken with serious illness, but during
both of them I never more realized the presence of my blest Redeemer,
and feel that God had a useful purpose in both, of increasing my faith
and giving more strength to carry on my labour for the Master. The
wonderful way God has revealed Himself to me during my work of
love out here is beyond explanation. Just previous to your letter
coming, I was studying my Bible for the service on the morrow, and
chose those wonderful words of counsel which the Apostle Paul sent
to Timothy, 'Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to
them; that thy profiting may appear to all' (1 Tim. 4. 15). We
have had some inspiring times, and feel God's presence ever near. I
shall be glad to hear from you again; and if you will be kind enough
to forward books, I shall be only too pleased to distribute them
amongst my comrades."

6, Stirling Road, Bath Road,
Bristol, September, 1916.

Yours sincerely,

R. E.

BRIDER.
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ISABl~LLA

:meat~.

BATCHELOR.

MOST of our readers are well acquainted with, and have deeply valued,
the sweet and Scriptural poems over the pen-name of " ISA." They
have appeared from time to time throughout a long series of years
in the pages of the MAGAZINE, and have touched the hearts of not a
few. These will share our SOITOW at her loss, for she was called to
enter her eternal rest on August 25th. The" little while" down
here for her is ended-the" few steps more" of which she wrote have
been taken, and she is in the Presence of Him Who was to her bloodbought soul the Altogether Lovely One. She hears the Voice of the
Beloved-that Voice which here had soothed her heart in suffering,
which had spoken words of comfort in times of trial and sore bereavement, and peace amidst conflict. So was she fitted experimentally
to comfort, cheer, and encourage others in like case. Truly to our
dear sister were given many "songs in the night," and thus she
glol'ified her Lord and Saviour, and testified to the grace that was in
her, by the Spirit, for by nature there is no rejoicing in tribulation, no
singing in the prison, no songs in Babylon. With a heart-the new
heart-full of love to her God, she loved His people, and she loved
the works of His fingers, and the works of His hands, as those who
know her verses can testify. The pilgrim Church is the poorer for
the Home-taking of our gifted friend. The sweet voice of her singing
is silenced for ever here, the pen with which she so fervently desired
to serve her Master is for ever laid aside. How many of those to
whom she ministered will miss her. Her prayer, as expressed by
herself in lines addressed to the Holy Spirit, was :" And speak through me, who oftentimes am silent
Through fear of mortals ' c€'llsuring malign;
Ob, rouse some careless, unforgiven sinner,

And glad some gracious saint through these poor lips of mine" ;
and we believe that prayer has not gone unanswered. For her-what
shall we say 1 She is with Christ, which is far-how very far-better.
Hers is the " new song" they sing before the Throne. She sees and
adores Him Who is the King of Glory-and yet "the same Jesus,"
and we know that as she gazes on that Beloved Face hers is
H

••

•

the true eternal satisfaction,

The fulness of pure joy."
The following letter announcing to us the departure of our sister
in Christ will be read with sympathetic interest :DEAR SIR,-As a very old friend of Miss Isabella Batchelor, of
Plaistow Street, Lingfield, I write to tell you of her Home-Call on the
25th of August last.
You will remember her poetical contributions to yOUl' MAGAZINE,
under the title of " ISA."
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She was of a very quiet, retiring disposition, a trnly humble mind.
She did not visit much, but took a keen interest in her neighbours.
In illness, or distress, it was her joy to send a poem of her own composition, thereby lifting their thoughts heavenwards. She learnt
many lessons in the Master's school, and prized them for others' good
in her poems.
She had a long and trying illness. The end was in harmony with
her life-peacefu l. She had not only assurance of salvation, but a
deep longing for the Person of Christ, her Saviour and Lord, to be with
Him, to see His face. YOUl"S very sincerely,
Loui3a Head.
September 11th, 1916.
THE EDITOR.

llltotel>tant 13eacon.
DIVERS AND STRANGE

DOCTRIN1~S.

By THE LATE THE RIGHT REV. J. C. RYLE, D.D.
" Be not carried about with divers and stmnge doctrines. For it is a good
thing that the heart be established with grace,. not with meats, whieh
have not profited them that have been occupied therein."-HEB ..
xiii. 9.

THE text which heads this paper is an Apostolic caution against f"lse·
doctrine. It is a caution just as much needed now as it was eighteen
hundred years ago. Never, I think, waS it so important fOl' Christian
ministel"S to cry aloud continually, " Be not carried about."
That old enemy of mankind, the devil, has no more subtle device
for ruining souls than that of spreading false doctrine. "A murderer
and a liar from the beginning," be never ceases going to and fro in
the earth "seeking whom he may devour." Outside the Church he is
ever persuading men to maintain barbarous customs and destrnctive
superstitions. Human sacrifice to idols,-gross, revolting, crnel, disgusting worship of abominable false deities,-persecution, slavery,
c.annibalism, child-murder, devastating religious wars,-all these are
a part of Satan's handiwork, and the fruit of his suggestions. Like a
pirate, his object is to "sink, burn, and destroy." Inside the Church
he is ever labouring to sow heresies, to propagate errors, to foster
departures from the faith. If he can not prevent the waters flowing'
from the Fountain of Life, he tries hard to poison them. If he can
not destroy the medicine of the Gospel, he strives to adulterate and
corrupt it_ No wonder that he is called" Apollyon, the destroyer."
The Divine Comforter of the Church, the Holy Ghost, has always.
employed one great agent to oppose Satan's devices. That agent is
the Word of God. The Word expounded and unfolded, the Word
explained and opened up, the Word made clear to the head and applied
to the heart,-the Word is the chosen weapon by which the devil must
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be confronted and confounded. The Word was the sword which the
Lord J-esus wielded in the temptation. To every assault of the
Tempter, He replied, "It is written." The Word is the sword which
His ministers must use in the present day, if they would successfully
resist the devil. The Bible, f2ithfully and freely expounded, is the
safeguard of Christ's Church.
I desire to remember this lesson, and to invite attention to the text
which stands at the head of this paper. We live in au age when men
profess to dislike dogmas and creeds, and are filled with a morbid
dislike to controversial theology. He who dares to say of one doctrine
that" it is true," and of another that" it is false," must expect to be
called narrow-minded and uncharitable, and to lose the praise of
men. Nevertheless, the Scripture was not written in vain. Let us
examine the wieghty lessons contained in the Apostle's words to the
Hebrews. They are lessons for us as well as for them.
I. First, we have here a broad warning: "Be not carried about
with divers and strange doctrines."
11. Secondly, we have here a valuable prescription: "It is good
that the heart be established with grace, not with meats."
Ill. Lastly, we have here an instructive fact: Meats "have not
profited them which have been occupied therein."
On each of these points I have somewhat to say. If we patiently
plough up this field of truth, we shall find that there is precious treasure
hidden in it.
I. First comes the broad warning: "Be not carried about with
divers and strange doctrines."
The meaning of these words is not a hard thing which we can not
understand. "Be not tossed to and fro," the Apostle seems to say,
" by every blast of false teaching, like ships without compass or rudder.
False doctrines will arise as long as the world lasts, in number many,
in minor details varying, in one point alone always the same,-strange,
new, foreign, and departing from the Gospel of Christ. They do exist
now. They will always be found within the visible Church. Remember
this, and be not carried away." Such is the Apostle's warning.

-,

(To be continued.)
\

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.
THE Quarterly Record for October is now ready. It contains an
excellent portrait of the late Mr. William Bumstead, and a variety of
interesting articles bearing upon the work of oUI" Society. A poem on
" Deafness" is noteworthy, touching upon an afRiction of which but
little public notice is taken. Copies will be sent, post free, to any
friends who will kindly place them in the hands of those likely to
{lontribute.

.
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The work of the Society has been advocated by the Secretary at
Tadworth, Hackney, Southport, Oxford, and other places. It is the
prayerful hope of the Committee that, in these dark days, all who love
the foundation discriminating truths of the everlasting Gospel may
support this Institution, whose work is continued in the old paths,
and which has been made, and is still, such a blessing to our poor and
aged "kindred in Christ." The stress and strain of the past two
years have been severely felt, but our gracious Covenant-keeping God
has enabled the Society to meet all demands upon it. Our great need
is an increase in the number of our annual subscribers of 7s. and
upwards.
The 37th Anniversary of our Brighton Auxiliary will be held on
Tuesday, October 10th, in the North Road Hall. The Sale of Work
will open at 11 a.m., and the Afternoon Meeting, presided over by
M. Shelbourn, Esq., of Hastings, will commence at 3.30. The
attendance of friends is invited, especially those in Sussex.
Sales of Work have been held at Tunbridge Wells and Bickley, and
others have been arranged for. To the Misses Philpot, Mrs. James
J ones, and other ladies, the Committee express their hearty thanks.
Such help is a great benent to the Society.
A Garden Meeting has been held, through the kindness of Mrs.
Howe, at Navarino, Walton-on-Naze, under the presidency of
Professor H. Langhorne Orchard, M.A. Addresses were given by the
Secretary, by Mr. Holmes, late Metropolitan Police Court Missionary,
the Rev. J. Silvester, M.A., Vicar of Great Clacton, the Rev. W. G.
Proctor, Vicar of Kirby, and the Rev. W. Harrison, of Walton-onNaze. There was a good attendance, and an excellent collection
was taken.
Leaflets and booklets have been prepared for circulation among all
who desire the welfare of the Lord's aged poor, of whom 1330 are upon
our pensions. The expenditure thus involved, together with the
upkeep of the seven Homes, amounts to £43 daily, or £1 16s. every
hour. To meet this, the ordinary income is inadequate.
A friend writes of an aged pilgrim of 96: "She would walk both
ways to the house of God, though a Bath-chair was on the premises.
It is a benediction to spend an hour with her. It is a sad case; rednced
through conduct of children. Poverty is harder to those who have
been well-to·do, than to those inured to it. I am astonished sometimes at the patience of the afflicted."
Our helpers find, as Gains, when entertaining the pilgrim company, said :" He that bestows his goods upon the poor,
Shall have as much again, and ten times more."

And he added, "I have been trained up in this way a great while;
nothing teaches like experience. I have learned of my Lord to be
kind, and have found by experience that I have gained thereby;
there is that scattereth, yet increaseth."

..
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"CALVINISM AND THE BISHOP OF LONDON." By G. DOUDNEY.
Pp. 16. Price One Penny; 6s. 6d. per 100.
TESTIMONY TO CALVINISM.
By PASTOR HENRY krHERTON ..
Pp. 15. Price One Penny. (Sovereign Grace Union; General
Secretary, Rev. Henry Atherton, Tlie Parsonage, 100-102, The
Grove, Camberwell, London, S.E.)
The fil'St of these pamphlets is an able, thoughtful, and instructive·
reply to the Bishop of London's recent attack on those doctrines which
are commonly called" Calvinistic." The Author bears the honoured
name of Doudney. The following quotation from Dr. Samuel Rawson
Gardiner's " History of England" will indicate the character of this
brochure: "Wherever the struggle with Rome was the deadliest, it
was under the banner of Calvinism that the battle had been waged ..
Wherever in quiet villages, or in the lanes of great cities, anyone woke
np to the consciousness tbat a harder battle with sin was to be waged
in his heart, it was in the strength of the Calvinistic creed that he
had equipped himself for the contest. Alone witb his God the repent·
ant struggling sinner entered tbe valley of the shadow of death. Alone
witb his God be stepped fortb triumphantly to bold out a hand to
those who had passed through the like experience witb himself. The
strength of the English Calvinists lay mainly in the humble peaceable
men who found in their creed a safeguard against a life of sin."
The second pamphlet is also valuable for the testimony which it
gives concerning Calvinism from the Reformers, from historians, and
from theologians. The late Rev. C. H. Spurgeon is quoted as saying:
" There is little Gospel preached where election is deuied. . . . Above
all, we can Scarce conceive that any person who is a member of the
Established Church, and holds that faith, finding election in his own
Articles, can in the least degree deny it. It is the glory of that Church
that it hath a Calvinistic creed."
GROVE CHAPEL, CAMBERWELL-PAST DAYS REVIVED. Pp. 24. Price
Twopence. (To be obtained from the Rev. H. Atherton, The
Parsonage, The Grove, Camberwell, London, S.E.)
This is a very interesting l'eprint from The Remembrancer. It
contains extracts from the Memoir of Joseph Irons recording his early
ministry, and the building of Grove Chapel, which was opened on.
July 20th, 1819. The centenary of the Chapel, where the Doctrines.
of Grace have been faithfully preached for nearly a hundred years,
will (D.V.) be celebrated in the year 1919. The Pastor, Deacons,
and Trustees desire to mark the event by securing a house for the
Pastor and by renovating the interior and exterior of the Chapel.
Over £600 is required for this purpose, and friends of distinctiv~
Gospel Truth all over the world are invited to contribute.
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