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THE REJECTED PSALM.
"So that a man shall say, Ve;rily there is a reward for the righteou:; :
verily He is a God that judgeth in the earth."-PsALM lviii. 11.

WE have headed our "Family Portion" for this month with the
words, "The Rejected Psalm," because the Canterbury Houses of
Convocation have recommended that the fifty-eighth Psalm should
cease to be recited in the services of the Church of England. This
has been done because, together with other Psalms, it is thought
that it contains statements " not in accordance with the teaching
of the New Testament," and seems to "encourage an unchristian
spirit of revenge." We are deeply pained at the attitude thus
taken in regard to an inspired portion of GOD'S Word. Doubtless
many of the LORD'S family who have read of this attitude were
also deeply pained. We propose therefore to ask the attention of
our Christian readers to the teaching of this Psalm. We believe
it will be found to be strictly in accordance with other portions of
GOD'S Word, and that its teaching is indeed profitable to the man
of GOD.
It is believed that David wrote this Psalm in reference to the
period when Saul was seeking his life. The title of the Psalm is
in harmony with this view, and, together with the historical
narrative in the Old Testament, shows that David was free from
28
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that" spirit of revenge" which modern interpreters allege against
this Psalm. The title is " Al-taschith," which means "Destroy
not." On two occasions David had it in his power to kill Saul,
his enemy. Once, when Saul entered alone into a cave where
David and his men were hid, David contented himself by cutting
of! the skirt of Saul's robe privily, saying, " The LORD forbid that
I should . . . stretch forth mine hand against him." Subsequently,
when Sau! had left the cave, David rose up and cried after him,
exhibit.ing the skirt of his robe as a proof that he could have killed
him, and saying, " The LORD judge between me and thee, and the
JJORD avenge me of thee: but mine hand shall not be upon thee"
(I Sam. xxiv. 3-12). Thus David recognized the teaching of the
New Testament which says, "Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath : for it is written,
Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord" (Rom. xii. 19).
This quotation of the Apostle is, however, itself quoted from the
Old Testament (see Deut. xxxii. 35). On another occasion, when
David had Saul in his power, Abishai earnestly besought David
to give him leave to smite him. But David said, "Destroy him
not : for who can stretch forth his hand against the LORD'S
anointed, and be guiltless 1 " (I Sam. xxvi. 8, 9). "Al·taschith,"
destroy not, is the title of this very Psalm which probably has
reference to this event, and the title itself shows that the author
of the Psalm was not animated by a vindictive spirit.
Coming now to the Psalm itself, let us note :i. The inspi1'ed statement contained in the Psalm as to the sinfulness of the wicked.
We say" an inspired statement," because the Psalms, no leSs
than other portions of the Old Testament, Were given by inspiration
of GOD. The Evangelist Luke speaks of them as the Scriptures.
(See Luke xxiv. 44, 45.) Our LORD, referring to the Psalms,
says, "The Scripture cannot be broken." (See John x. 34, 35;
and Psalm lxxxii. 6.) Quoting the one h\Uldred and tenth Psalm,
our LORD said, "David himself said by the Holy Ghost. The LORD
said to my LORD, Sit Thou on My right hand, till I make Thy
foes Thy footstool" (Mark xii. 36). If, then, the Psalms are
inspired by the Holy Ghost, who are we that we should find fault
with them ~ "Who art thou that. repliest against GOD 1 "
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(Rom. ix. 20). Oh, beloved friends, let us beware of failure to
tremble at the Word of GOD! We believe, then, that the HOLY
GHOST-GOD the HOLY GHOST-is the Author of this rejected
Psalm. What does the HOLY GHOST say in this Psalm about the
sinfulness of the wicked.
(1) He teaches that they are born in sin.
"The wicked are estranged from the womb" (v. 3). From
their very birth they are estranged from GOD. And this is true
of the righteous as well as of those who remain in their wickedness.
David was a righteous man, and yet he said, "Behold, I was
shapen in iniquity; and in -sin did my mother conceive me"
(Psa. ]i. 5). This truth is taught in the New Testament. Men are
represented as "dead in trespasses and sins," "by nature the
children of wrath," " darkened" in their understanding, " alienated
from the life of GOD," " guilty before GOD." (See Ephes. ii. 1, 3 ;
iv. 18; Rom. iii. 9-19.) Ah, if we only know the plague of our
own hearts, we shall not have one good word to say of ourselves.
(2) He teaches that they are sinlul in heart.
"Yea, in heai't ye work wickedness" (v. 2). This, too, is in
the New Testament. He who knows the heart says, "Out 01 the
heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications,
thefts, false witness, blasphemies" (Matt. xv. 19). This is wh.v
we need a new heart. The old heart is deceitful above all things
and desperately wicked. (See J er. xvii. 9.)
(3) He teaches that they are sinlul in the warks 01 their hands.
The heart being wrong, no wonder that the hands are employed
in acts of sin. " Ye weigh the violence of your hands in the earth"
(v. 2). Fausset says, " Scales and weights symbolize the administration of justice." (See Job xxxi. 6.) Instead of weighing out
justice, however, the wicked weigh out violence. The wickedness
of the heart is manifested in the wicked works of the hands. Men
devise iniquity in their hearts and then " practise it, because it is
in the power of their hand" (Micah ii. 1).
(4) He teaches that they are sinlt,l in tongue.
" They go astray as soon as they be born, speaking lies" (v. 3).
In keeping with this Old Testament teaching, the New Testament
says, "With their tongues they have used deceit; the poison
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of asps is under their lips." The tongue is" an unruly evil, full of
deadly poison" (Rom. iii. 13; James iii. 8).
(5) He teaches that sin attaches to thew eaTS.
"They are like the deaf adder that stoppeth her ear; which
will not hearken to the voice of charmers, charming never so
wisely" (vv. 4, 5). I,ike the serpent which closes her ear to the
fascinating words of one who seeks to charm her and bring her
under his spell, the ears of the wicked are ,. dull of hearing, and
their ears they have closed; lest at any time they should . . .
hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart and
should be converted" (Matt. xiii. 15). Having itching ears, they
turn away their ears from the truth and are turned unto fables.
(See 2 Tim. iv. 3, 4). Thus, this Psalm teaches us that the wicked
are sinful in nature, and sinful in healt, and that sin attaches to
their hands, their tongues, and their ears, and all this is corroborated
in the New Testament. It is this teaching concerning sin which
is so lacking in modern preaching. Yet this Psalm, forsooth,
must no longer be recited in Church services. Guilty before GOD,
then, we all are, and the wages of our sin is death. . Thank GOD,
however, that the Fountain of CHRIST'S atoning blood c1eanseth
His believing people from their "manifold transgressions" and
their" mighty sins."
" There is a Fowltain filled with blood
Drawn from Emmannel's veins,
And sinners plWlged beneath that flood
Lose all their guilty stains."

2. Notice the inspiTed payeT of the Psalmist in TefeTence to the
wicked.
The wicked are always more Or less antagonistic to the righteous.
There is perpetual enmity between the seed of the woman and the
seed of the serpent. Hence we read, " The wicked plotteth against
the just, and gnasheth upon him with his teeth." They have
"drawn out the sword, and have bent their bow, to cast down
the poor and needy, and to slay such as be of upright conversation" (Psa. xxxvii. 12-14). The wicked raged and plotted against
CHRIST, and they plot against His people. When they do so, what
shall the righteous do? Surely they will pray against their
enemies. They will cry to GOD to frustrate their purposes,
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defeat their designs, and render powerless their efforts to persecute
and to harm the children of GOD. This is what the Psalmist,
inspired by the HOLY GHOST, does in this rejected Psalm. "Break
their teeth, 0 GOD, in their mouth; break out the great teeth
of the young lions, 0 LORD" (v. 6). He likens his enemies to
lions, and prays that GOD may render them powerless to devour
him. He prays in figurative language that GOD may break the
teeth of the ungodly. (See Psa. iii. 7.) Is not this in strict
accordance with New Testament teaching? When Herod took
Peter and imprisoned him, intending, after the Passover, to put
him to death, the Church of GOD at Jerusalem prayed without
ceasing for Peter. What did they pray for? Surely that the
purpose of Herod might be frustrated, and that GOD would render
him powerless to injure Peter and bring about the apostle's deliverance. GOD has many ways of answering such prayers. On thisoccasion He sent His angel and delivered Peter out of the hand
of Herod and from all the expectation of the people of the Jews.
(See Acts xii.) But He might have smitten Herod with death,
as He afterwards did, and by this means set Peter free. In either
case the Church would have felt that GOD had wrought in answer
to prayer. The Apostle Paul besought the prayers of the Roman
and Thessalonian Christians that he might be delivered from
" unreasonable and wicked men" (Rom. xv. 30, 31; 2 Thess. iii.
1, 2). The Psalmist was only doing the same thing, but he uses
striking and figurative language. If we, following the teaching of
-our LORD, pray, "Deliver us from the evil one," we are asking
GOD to overthrow or to render powerless Satan and all the agents
whom he uses against us. If we pray for victory over the Germans,
are we not in effect asking that our artillery may have such terrible
results on our foes that they may be utterly routed and completely
overwhelmed, and yet we may not have, and ought not to have, any
personal hatred, or revengeful feelings towards those who have
set themselves against us. In like manner the Psalmist prays that
his enemies may melt away as quickly-flowing waters, that their
arrows shot at GOD'S people may be rendered powerless to injure,
and that they may be as helpless to do harm to the righteous as
the untimely fruit of a woman. He is warranted thus to pray,
for he is assured by the HOLY GHOST that, " their sword [the sword
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of the wicked] shall enter into their own hearts, and their bows
shall be broken." "The transgressors shall be destroyed together:
the end of the \Vicked shall be cut off " (Psa. xxxvii. 15, 38).
3. Finally,1wtice the inspi1'ed assurance of the Psalmist in reference
to God's righteous judgments.
He is assured that the plans of the wicked shall be overthrown.
" Before your pots can feel the thorns, He shall take them away
with a whirlwind, the green and the burning alike" (v. 9, R.V.).
Here is a figure of travellers who have made a fire and are preparing
a meal, but suddenly a storm comes and sweeps away the fire and
the cooking utensils and the food, and thus disappoints the hopes
of those gathered round the fire. In like manner GOD shall frustrate and upset the devices of the wicked against the righteous.
" Upon the wicked He shall rain snares, fire and brimstone, and
an horrible tempest: this shall be the portion of their cup"
(Psa. xi. 6). So GOD upset the plans of Pharaoh at the Red Sea,
the plans of Haman against Mordecai and the Jews, and thc
conspiracy of Herod, Pontius Pilate, the Gentiles, and the people
of Israel against CHRIST. They \Vere only able to do that which
His hand and His counsel determined before to be done (Acts iv.
25-28). And He that sitteth in the heavens \V'as able to say,
" Yet have I set My KING upon My holy hill of Zion" (Psa. ii. 6).
Here is comfort for the family of GoD. Here is inspired truth
to cheer them. "No weapon that is formed against thee shall
prosper" (Isa. liv. 17). Here is comfort in this terrible war.
In so far as Germany is guilty of sin in connection with this
awful conflict judgment will come upon her. She shall not
escape the righteous judgment of GOD. The Psalmist is assured
that the righteous shall be victorious and shall be recompen,sed.
"The righteous shall rejoice when he seeth the vengeance: he
shall wash his footsteps in the blood of the wicked" (v. 10). Would
not we rejoice if the LORD wrought in overthrowing the enemies
of our souls and the enemies of His cause? When Bloody Mary
died and Elizabeth came to the throne, the historian Green says,
"A burst of enthusiastic joy hailed the accession of Elizabeth."
Was it unchristian to rej oice that the terrible martyrdoms of
Smithfield were now at an end, and that the cause of Bible truth
was now likely to flourish? It cannot be unchristian to obey
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the voice of CHRIST, and He says in reference to the fall of Babylon,
"Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apostles and prophets,
for Gcm hath avenged you on her." These words are iu the
New Testament. Our readers will find them in Rev. xviii. 20
(see also Rev. xix. 1-3). Writing of the joy of the righteous in
Psa. Iviii. 10, the late Mr. Spurgeon says, "He will have no hand
in meting it out [the vengeance on the ungodly], neither will he
rejoice in the spirit of revenge, but his righteous soul shall acquiesce
in the judgments of GOD, and he shall rejoice to see justice
triumphant. There is , nothing in Scripture of that sympathy
with GOD'S enemies which modern traitors are so fond of parading
as the finest species of benevolence."
To wash one's feet in the blood of the ungodly is only a highly
realistic way of speaking of victory over our enemies. A conqueror,
as he returned from the battlefield, would literally walk over bloodstained ground, and his garments might very really be stained
,vith blood. Our LORD says, I will" tmmple them in My fury;
and their blood shall be sprinkled upon My garments" (Isa. lxiii.
3). As a result of His victory over' His enemies at His second
coming, He is described in the New Testament as "clothed with
a vesture dipped in blood" (Rev. xix. 13, 15). "A broad and
vital distinction is to be made between desire lor the gratification.
01 personal vengeance, and zeal for the vindication 01 the glory 01
God. . . . Desire for retaliation is always wrong; desire for retrilmtion may be in the highest degree praiseworthy. For personal
motives only can I desire retaliation upon the wrongdoer; but
for motives most disinterested and noble I may desire retribution" (quoted in Spurgeon's "Treasury of David," vo!' iii., p. 73).
The Divine overthrow of the wicked will make it evident that
there is a reward for the righteous. GOD will thus avenge His~
Own elect which cry day and night unto Him. The Divine judgments upon the wicked and the Divine blessings which will be
bestowed on the righteous are the great themes of the thirtyseventh Psalm. "Evil-doers shall be cut of!: but those that wait
upon the LORD, they shall inherit the earth" (Psa. xxxvii. 9).
The Psalmist is assured that the God 01 heaven reigneth and ruleth.
The result of GOD'S righteous government of the world will be
that a man shall be able to say, " Verily He is a GOD that judgeth
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in the earth" (v. 11). What a mercy this is! What a comfort!
There is indeed a GOD Who judgeth in the earth, ·even in this time
of unparalleled warfare. He has not abdicated His throne. He
reigns still. He worketh all things after the counsel of His Own
will. He is carrying out His purposes even now and even yet.
All the ups and downs in this war, all the mighty changes in
governments, the delays, the hindrances, the disappointments,
the failures and the follies are all tending to the fulfilment of His
eternal purposes, the glory of His holy Name and the eternal
salvation and good of His redeemed people.
The righteous dealings of GOD with men ana nations will enable
GOD'S people to say with Dr. Watts" Thus shall the vengeance of the Lord
Safety and joy to saints afford;
And all that hear shall join and say,
, Sure there's a God that rules on high,
A God that hears His children cry,
And will their sufferings well repay.' "

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR.

THE BREADTH OF CHRIST'S LOVE.
WHAT is the" breadth" ? This word is to show that God is over all;
spreading of His wings everywhere, stretching out His goodness to
the utmost bounds, for the good of those that are His people.
In the sin of His people there is a breadth; a breadth that spreadeth
over all, wheresoever a man shall look. The sin of the saints is a
spreading leprosy. Sin is a scab that spreadeth; it is a spreading
plague; it knows no bounds: or as David saith, "I have seen the
,vicked spreading himself." Hence it is compared to a cloud, to a
thick cloud, that covereth or spreadeth over the face of all the sky.
Wherefore here is a breadth called for, a breadth that can cover all,
. or else what is done is to no purpose. Therefore, to answer this, here
we have a breadth, a spreading breadth: "I spread my skirt over
thee"; but how far? Even so far as to cover all. "I spread my
skirt over thee" and covered thy nakedness. Here now is a breadth
aecording to the spreading nature of the sin of this wretched one;
yea, a super-abounding spreading, a spreading beyolld, a spreading
to cover. Blessed is he whose sin is covered, whose spreading sin
is covered by the mercy of God through Christ. This is the spreading
cloud, whose spreadings none can understand: "He spread a cloud
for a covering, fire to give light in the night "-(From " The Unsearchable
Riches 01 Christ," IYIJ John Bnnyan.)
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SYMBOLISM.
" Which was a fig'ure lor the t'ime then present, in which were offered
both gilts and sacrifices, that could not make him that did the
service perlect, as pm·taining to the conscience."-HEBREws ix. 9.

ALL the symbolism of the Tabernacle, its priests, sacrifices, and
altars, divinely-ordained though it was, is now by the same divine
authority abolished. In connection with the new Covenant there
are no material holy places, no sacrificing priests, no vestments,
no altars, no candlesticks, no incense. All these are done away
in Christ.
The words, "Which was a figure for the time then present,"
grammatically refer to the first compartment of the Tabernacle
called" the first tabernacle." The context, however, shows that
the words are intended to set forth the true character of the whole
Levitical system.
All was figurative, symbolical, typical of something better. The
Tabernacle prefigured "a greater and more perfect tabernacle."
The priests prefigured -the "high priest of good things to come."
The sacrifices prefigured "the blood of Christ Who through the
eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God."
The Revised Version translates the passage under consideration
as follows: "Which (is) a parable for the time (now) present."
A parable is a comparison of one thing with another. It is a
throwing together of two things, so that the one may be compared
with the other, and may illustrate the other.
Our Lord says, " Now learn a parable of the fig tree," and then
He proceeds to compare the fact that the budding of the fig tree
indicates the approach of summer, with the fact that certain
future events would be a sure indication of His second coming.
In like manner the w)lOle Levitical system was but a parable
illustrative of better things. It pointed to a better tabernacle,
a better sacrifice, a superior priesthood, a better covenant, and
better promises.
Let us try to develop this thought. The words of the Apostolic
writer teach us that the Tabernacle was parabolic in character
and temporary in duration.
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1. Let tts consider how the Tabernacle was parabolic in character.

(1) It was a symbol of the real dwelling-place of God. Heaven
is God's throne, and earth is His footstool, but under the symbol
of a cloud the Most High manifested His presence and dwelt
amongst His people in the Tabernacle which Moses erected in the
wilderness.
" Make me a sanctuary [God saidl that I may dwell among them"
(Exod. xxv. 8). "The glory of the Lord filled the Tabernacle"
(Exod. xl. 34). The Tabernacle was made according to a Divine
pattern shown to Moses in the Mount, and it was clearly intended
to symbolize the holy place of Heaven, " the true tabernacle which
the Lord pitched, and not man," "a greater and more perfect
tabernacle, not made with hands."
"For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with
hands, which are the figures of the true; but into Heaven itself,
now to appear in the presence of God for us." (See also Heb. ix.)
(2) It was a symbol of the glories of Christ. We are not by any
means exhausting the symbolic meaning of the Tabernacle, but
only mentioning a few of the things to which the symbols pointed.
The furniture of the tabernacle symbolized the glories of Christ.
The candlestick pointed to Him as "the Light of the World."
The table of shewbread pointed to Him as the food of His people,
and the altar of incense pointed to Him as the Intercessor of His
people. The Ark containing the tables of the Covenant, exactly
covered over by the mercy-seat of gold, tells of Christ as the
righteousness and propitiation of His people, through Whom "'e
may come with boldness unto the throne-the heavenly throne
of grace and mercy.
(3) Its priests symbolized the priesthood of Christ. There are
many contrasts·between the priesthood of Aaron and the priesthood
of Christ, but there are also many comparisons. The Jewish high
priest officiating on the day of atonement in connection with the
earthly tabernacle, is compared in this chapter with Christ, the
"High Priest of good things to come," officiating in connection
with the Heavenly Tabernacle (Heb. ix. 7, 11). Thus the one
symbolized the other.
. (4) Its sacrifices symboli7.ed .the sacrifice of Chl·ist. In the
earthly tabernacle "were offered both gifts and sacrifices that
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could not make him that did the service pel'fect, as pertaining
to the conscience." In connection with the Heavenly Tabernacle
Christ offered Himself as a sacrifice, concerning which it is said,
"How much more shall the blood of Christ . . . purge your
conscience from dead works to serve the living God" (Heb. LX.
~, 14).
2. Now let liS consider the temporary character of the Tabernacle,
and the whole Levitical system of which it was the centre. It was
" a parable for the time then present." These words are contrasted
with the words, " carnal ordinances imposed on them until a time
of reformation" (Heb. ix. 10). Plainly, as soon as "the time of
reformation," of rect.ification, of amendment, had arrived, there
was. no further need of the parable which prefigured it. The
temporary character of the Levitical system is clear from the
following facts ;(1) Its priesthood was to be superseded. If God had designed
a continuance of the Aaronic priesthood, He would never have
spoken of another priesthood. When He said to His Son, " Thou
art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec," He implied
that the Aaronic priesthood was to be superseded by the eternal
priesthood of the Lord Jesus Christ.
" If there was perfection through the Levitical priesthood . . .
what further need was there that another priest should arise after
the order of Melchisedec, and not be reckoned after the order of
Aaron ~ For the priesthood being changed, there is made of
necessity a change also of the law. . . . For there is a disannulling
of a foregoing commandment because of its weakness and unprofitableness . . . and a bringing in thereupon of a better hope,
through which we draw nigh unto God" (Heb. vii. 11, 12, 18,
19, R.V.)
(2) Its covenant was to be superseded. "I.f that first covenant
had been faultless, then should no place have been sought for the
~eco~d. For finding fault with them He saith, 'Behold the days
are come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with
the house of Israel.'" "In that He saith 'a new covenant,' He
hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth
old is ready to vanish away" (Heb. viii. 6-8, 13).
(3) Its sacrifices were to be superseded. These sacrifices were
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but "carnal ordinances, which could not make the worshipper
"perfect as pertaining to the conscience." At the most they could
only" sanctify to the purifying of the flesh," "for it is not possible
that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins." Hence
these sacrifices Were only " imposed until the time of the reformation."
, But Christ having come and offered Himself once for all as
a sacrifice for sin, He wholly abolished all the sacrifices of the
Jewish dispensation. "He taketh away the first [the Jewish
sacrifices] that He may establish the second [His own sacrifice]."
(See Heb. ix. 9, 14; x. 1, 2, 5-9). The words "perfect" and
"perfected," in the Epistle to the Hebrews, are worthy of special
study in this connection.
The Jewish priests were imperfect, Christ was perfected for evermore (Heb. vii. 28, margin). The Jewish sacrifices could not make
the worshippers perfect as pertaining to the conscience. Christ
by His sacrifice purges the conscience. By one offering He hath
perfected for ever them that are sanctified. The Jewish sacrifices
were often repeated, and could not procure pardon of sin. Christ's
sacrifice offered once for all procured remission of sin, and" where
remission of these is, there no more offering for sin!" (See
Heb. ix. 9, 14; x. 14, 18.)
The Jewish priests ministered in a tabernacle which was pitched
by man, and was therefore imperfect. Christ is the minister of
a perfect tabernacle not made with hands. It is abundantly
clear then that the whole Levitical system, which was divinely
ordained, has been divinely abolished.
In its place" we have a great High Priest," Who had no predecessors, and'Vho had no successors; we have a Heavenly Tabernacle in which He now appears on behalf of His people; we rejoice
in His once-for-all-offered, never-to-be-repeated, and all-efficacious
sacrifice, and we delight in the blessings of the everlasting Covenant
of grace, of which He is the Surety and .Mediator.
What place then is there for the Symbolism of Romish Ritual?
With the teaching of the Epistle to the Hebrews before us, what
scriptural warrant is there for sacrificing priests, priestly vestments,
altars, eucharistic sacrifices for the living and the dead, bowings,
prostrations, candles, incense, and __holy water? All these are

,

•

The Gospel Magazine

445

absolutely foreign to the Christian dispensation, wholly without
warrant in the Word of God, and are illegal in the Church of
England.
With the exception of water, bread, and wine, there are no
symbols whatsoever in connection with the new and better
Covenant. "Stand fast, therefore, in the liberty wherewith
Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the
yoke of bondage."

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE

"HOW LONG, 0 LORD, HOW LONG

~

EDITOR.

"

WHEN shall they cease-these wars of hateAnd earth be ruled by love ~
When He shall come for Whom we wait,
Back from His home above!
When shall they cease-these wars of mightAnd strength no more prevail ~
When He shall come Whose reign of right
Shall never, n~ver fail!
When shall they cease-these wars of woeAnd sorrow flee away ~
When He shall come Whose slmrise glow
Shall turn our night to day!
Ah, then, yes, then, our eyes shall s.ec,
This world its Sovereign own,
And wars shall cease and heavenly peace
Shall issue from His Throne!
Hasten that glorious day, 0 Lord,
Come from Thy home above,
Our hearts are resting in Thy Word,
Rejoicing in Thy love!
Crookes Vicarage,
Sheffield, August 3rd, 1917.

N. F. DUNCAN.

"

"REPENTANCE is, like the Holy Spirit and the forgiveness of sins,
a gift of God. . . . It has been a deceit of Satan to persuade people
they can repent when they please, and this keeps half the world easy
in their sins." -John Cennick.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" In all their affliction He was afflicted, and the angel 0/ His lJresence
saved them.. in His love and in His pity 1Ie redeemed them.. and
He bare them, and carried them all the days 0/ old."-IsAIAH lxiii. 9.

" Do you believe in the ministry of angels? " asked a beloved aged
child of God, as she commended me to His safe keeping on my journey;
and to which another dear friend replied"Bright seraphs despatched from the throne,
Rep"ir to their stations assigned;
And angels elect are sent down
To gnard the elect of mankind."
And the third friend proved again on her return the following day, to
her place assigned her, that indeed and eminently had the Lord sent
forth His ministering servants, that goodness and mercy indeed had
followed her, and that the Lord Himself had fulfilled His own threefold promises, given His servant in her going forth and coming in. So
that, whether it be by His ministering angels who are at His bidding,
the willing spirits sent forth to minister and attend the heirs of salvation-to uphold them in their goings-to encamp ronnd about them
as a bodyguard, llllseen of man and yet an invulnerable wall of defence,
or whether we are brought to a deeper, closer, and more holy enjoyment
of communion and fellowship with the Creator of 8ngels and of all
creatures, Who is so infinitely concerned with the goings and wellbeing of His saints, we have this precious truth, that it is His power
and love, and even Himself, that is put forth on the behalf of and for
the wellbeing of everyone of His saints.
In onr text we have this high and holy truth set forth, and that not
only in reference to the angels, but the text tells of His presence and
identity with His people" in all their affliction," and how by "the Angel
of His Presence, He redeemed them." The word here might be rendered, " He redeemed them as by a kinsman." That is indeed a sweet
truth and comforting realization! He acts in and for and over and
toward them" in His love and pity," feels for them with a fellowsufferer's sympathy, and cares for them as One Who knows:
H

He knows what strong temptation means,

For He has felt the s:>me;
and
In every pang that rends the heart,
The Man of Sorrows hath a part."
And feeling infinitely, caring intensely, and loving supremely, He is
with them, to save and deliver them. He is called here, "the Angel" ;
that is, One sent. And was not Jesus sent of the Father-sent from
Jehovah, and the only One able and willing perfectly to undertake and
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accomplish the work given Him to do, and Who could say, "I delight
to do Thy will, 0 lily God," and" I have finished the work which Thou
gavest Me to do " 1
Let us look back into some of the Old Testament Scriptures which
set forth this Angel of His Presence. Was it not the 1,ord Himself
Whom Hagar rejoiced in when after" the Angel of the Lord had found
her by a fOlilltain of water in the wilderness," whither she had fled in
her sorrow and misery from Sarai her mistress, "she called the name
of the Lord that spake unto her, Thou God seest me " 1 (Gen. xvi. 13).
The second person is here alluded to as God.
And again, in chapter xlviii. 16, "The Angel which redeemed me,"
said Jacob, which could be none other than the Lord Jesus, the only
and one Redeemer, the one and only Blesser. Jacob is here recalling
the promise spoken to him upwards of fifty years before, when his Lord
stood above the ladder set up on the earth, and whose top reached to
heaven, and proclaimed, " And behold, I am with thee, and will keep
thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into
this land-; for I will not leave thee until I have done that which I
have spoken to thee of." Was it not, too, the same blessed Angel of
His Presence which went before the Church ill the wilderness, in all the
Shekinah cloud of glory, leading them, guiding them, and deciding for
them when to march and when to encamp; condncting them by a
thousand miracles, and safely bringing them at length, when all His
purposes concerning them were accomplished, to the promised land 1
" A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren,
like unto me, him shall ye hear," rehearsed the martyr Stephen,
speaking from the Mosaical dispensation: "This is He that was with
the Church in the wilderness, with the Angel which spake to him at
Sinai, and with our fathers; who received the lively oracles of God"
(Acts vii. 38).
Did not Moses, too, have a gracious revelation of the Angel Presenc~
of Jehovah-Jesus when" he looked and behold, the bush burned with
fire, and the bush was not consumed" 1 (Exodns iii. 2). Did he not
" turn aside to see this great sight," and to hear the voice of his God
calling to him " out of the midst of the bush," and declaring unto him
His name and character: "I am the God of thy father, the God of
Abraham, the God of 1saac, and the God of J acoblAnd Moses hid
his face, for he was afraid to look upon God." The secret and precious
truth which couched beneath was, that because of the indwelt power
and presence of Jehovah in that bush, it was" not burnt "-a lively
type of the Lord Jesus, Who stood the fiery test of the law lillsinged !
A "great sight," indeed, and one of the many of which the Psalmist
says, "'fhe works of the Lord are great, sought out of all them that
have pleasnre therein."
And was not Joshua similarly favoured with a pre-incarnation sight
of Jehovah-Jesus 1 He, as" Captain of the host of the Lord," appeared
unto him, and told His servant to "loose thy shoe from off thy foot,
for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground." So He proved
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to, Joshua in Whose presence he was and Whose word of command he
was receiving (Joshua v. 13-15). And to Manoah and his wife, did not
the Heavenly Messenger declare Who He was 1 He answered the
Lord's servant, "Why askest thou' thus after My name. Seeing it is
secret" [margin, "wonderful," and same as in Isa. ix. 6]. He also
ascended in the flame of the altar, typifying that He was Christ Who
had thus appeared, and that by His own 'oblation He would pacify
Divine wrath and be the true sacrifice for His people (Judges xiii.). .
Gideon, too, knew when he had" seen an Angel of the Lord face to
face," that he was undone, and must needs build "an altar there unto
the Lord, and he called it Jehovah·Shalom, the Lord send peace"
(Judges vi. 22).
,
Likewise to the three Hebrew youths in the burning fiery fumace
appeared thei.. Deliverer, of Whom the heathen monarch declared,
" Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire 1 . . .
and Lo, I see four men loose, walking in t,he midst of the fire, and they
have no hurt, and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God" (Dan.
iii. 24, 25). Thus the Angel of His Presence saved them. And also
in the case of Daniel, the God of His suffering servant was with him in
the deathly danger, and "stopped the mouth of lions," so that" no
manner of hurt was found upon him, because he believed in his God"
(chap. vi. 22-23). Again the Angel Presence loved, pitied, and redeemed from all hurt or harm. Gloriously great, faithful, and true was the
Lord's" Messenger," for Whom the Baptist prepared the way, and, as
the Lord's prophe1;-to-be, was the sent and qualified one to declare His
coming, the coming of the Angel of the Covenant, Who should suddenly
appear in His temple, God manifest in the flesh, Kinsman-Redeemer,
God-Man, Presence-AngeL
But not to multiply more instances, let us turn to oill' text and see
how in its literal meaning it is the P..e,';ence· Angel Who in all their
affliction was afilicted. See what a lovely truth is here! Angels are His
willing messengers. They are ready and swift to do His bidding and
fulfil the Royal mandate of their King. Bnt they are uncreated beings.
They cannot feel for us and suffer with us in all Oill' affliction. But the
Angel of the Covenant can and does. He became flesh. He took
upon Him our nature, "that He might have compassion." He was
our Kinsman-Redeemer and our middle man, the One Who suffered in
our stead, and Who alone can bring us to God. In no other way can
we approach Jehovah but through our Redeeming Angel of the Covenant. How can we appeal to Him but in and through the Person of
our Kinsman-Redeemer 1 He is in us, ove.. us, with us, and /0" us, and
towa..dus,-toguide, guard, plead, help, strengthen, bless, preserve, and
keep.
He it is of Whom the Psalmist writes, "The Angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear Him and delivereth them" (Psa.
xxxiv. 7), and of whom the Prophet Zechariah, speaking by Divine
inspiration, declares, "For I, saith the Lord, will be unto her a wall of
fire round about, and will be the glory in the midst of her" (Zech. ii. 5).
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He declares likewise, " And I will encamp about Mine house bec.ause of
t,he army, because of him that passeth by, and because of him that
returneth; and no oppressor shall pass through them any more; for
now have I seen with mine eyes" (chap, ix. 8).
Thus, dear children of God, are you not, one and 3.11, constrained to
testify to the abiding faithfulness, the Covenant-keeping power and
the gracious defence of your God all through your pilgrimage 1 Has
He not over and over again come into your affiictJion, and shown Himself as " afflicted" on your behalf; felt for you; relieved your oppression, or granted grace to endure 1 Have you not had the sweet assurance that He is before the Throne, your Advocate, appearirg in the
very Presence of God for you, and pleading your cause meritoriously
and effectually 1 Has one good thing of all His promises failed to
you 1 Have you lacked anything 1 Has the enemy been allowed to
triumph 1 Have you been overwhelmed by the flood of evil; or submersed in the stormy billows which have so often threatened shiP.
wreck 1 Nay, the very thirgs that the world and Satan's hosts, combined with our own evil hearts, meant unto evil and our overthrow,
have turned out for our good, and we have enjoyed more of the Lord's
gracious presence and compassions than we shonld have done without
them. "These affiictions," wrote the saintly Thomas Watson from
his study at St. Stephen's, Walbrook, in 1653-" These affiictions do
bring more of God's immediate presence into our soul. When we
are most assaulted, we shall be most assisted. 'I will be with him in
trouble' (Psa, xci. 15), It cannot be ill with that man with whom God
is by His powerful presence in supporting, and His gracious presence
in sweetening the present trial. God will be with us in trouble, not
only. to behold us, but to uphold us ; as He was with Daniel in the lions'
den, and the three children in the furnace. What if we have more
trouble than others, if we have more of God with us than others have 1
\-Ve never have sweeter smiles from God's face th3.n when the world
begins to look strange; 'Thy statutes have been my songs '-Where 1
Not when I was npon the thron~" but-' in the house of my pilgrimage' (Psa. cxix. 54). We read that' t,he Lord was not in the wind, nor
in the earthquake, nor in the fire,' but, in a metaphorical and spiritual
sense, when the wind of aflliction blows upon a believer, God is in the
wind; when the fire of aflliction kindles upon him, God is in the fire,
to sanctify, to support, aud to sweeten. If God be with us, the furnace
shall be turned into a festival, the prison into a paradise, the earthquake into a joyful dance. Oh, why should I be discontented, when
I have more of God's company 1 "
Beloved re3.der, as fellow-heirs of immortality we are sealed
with the Holy Spirit of Promise, Our badge is the mark of His
children, 'tis true, and that is affiictioll; and we must through
much tribulation enter into "the kingdom," but it all serves
to fulfil His own sweet and secure word, "I will be with
Thee," and infinitely concerned is He in all the dangers that sur,'
round, and which threaten to overwhelm us in our passage through
29
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this sin-stricken, death-doomed world. And so He is infinitely
nigh to snccour, cheer-help and deliver-and by the Angel of His
Presence save and redeem us. May the Lord encoura"e us as we look
into His Holy Word and read of one and all the sa;;;'ts whom" He
bare" and" carried" all the days of old, and whom He brought safely
" into their desired haven!" May the eye of faith turn to Him Who is
pleading your and my cause at this very moment before His Father's
throne, and Who will cheer us in our darkest and loneliest moments
by " the health of His countenance!" He also will hide us in the secret
place, and in His royal pavilion spread a canopy over us. He will be
our all-prevailing Advocate with the Father, until we are safely introduced to His Presence where is fulness of joy, and at Wbose right hand
are pleasures for ever more. Until that moment, until with our latest
breath, we need our Presence-Angel, our Redeeming Kinsman here,
we shall enter with a measure of sweetness into the tmth of our text,
" In all their affliction, He was afflicted, and the Angel of His Presence
saved them; in His love and in His pity He redeemed them; and He
bare them, and carried them all the days of otd."
The Presence-Angel will in His own time present each elect vessel
of mercy before His Father's presence, faultless and with exceeding
joy, and there to enter into the joy of His own heart and to behold His
glory!
May the Lord encourage our hearts and strengthen our faith, tha t
we may endure and hope to the end, and meanwhile glorify Him by
a simple, childlike trust in the safe convoy and unfailing care of Ollr
Angel-Presence, Who, having loved His own which were in the world,
loves them utterly, unto the end. Kinsman-Redeemer! PresenceAngel! bring to Thy way-wotn, weary saints their much-looked-for
R.
and long-promised Redemption!

Sfl'mOn~
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"GOD, MY EXCEEDING JOY."
PSALM xliii. 4.
SUBSTANCE OF A SER~ION PREACHED BY THE
REV. J. J. BEDDOW, A.K.C., MINISTER OF "JIREH" CHAPEL, LEWES,
ON MAY 20TH, 1917.

'rms Psalm is by common consent attributed to King David, the
sweet psalmist of the "Israel of God." It is similar in character to
Psalm xlii., and appears to be a sort of addendum to it. It is easy to
gather from its expressions that it was written at a time when David
was banished from Jerusalem, and from the worship of the Tabernacle.
Some commentators assign it to the period covering Absalom's rebellion, but, as Calvin says, it seems to fit in better with the more
prolonged banishment occllsioned by the persecutions of King SauL
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As David expresses it, he was then" hunted as a partridge on the
mountains"; and yet, even in those early days he had learnt to
value communion with his God. In this enforced and prolonged
absence from the" Courts of the Lord," he compared himself to the
hunted stag who stands braying and panting over the covered
aqueducts whicb conveyed the water for which the poor animal
thirsted, but which he found altogether inaccessible. "As the hart
panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after Thee, 0
God. My soul is athirst fO'!' God, for the living God: when shall I
come and appear before God." That yearning, which flows through
the forty-second, is carried into the forty·third Psalm, sustained by
the refrain, "Why art thou cast down, 0 my soul 1 And why art
thou disquieted within me 1 Hope thou in God; for I shall yet
praise Him, Who is the health of my countenance and my God."
The former of the two Psalms is a kind of spiritnal soliloquy. In
tbe latter Psalm, David finds his spirit drawn out in prayer which
he brings to a climax in v. 3: "0 send ont Thy light and Thy truth:
let them lead me; let them bring me Wlto Thy holy hill, and to Thy
tabernacles." As corresponding to that prayer, notice first,The man'ner of approach to God.
It was by means of the altar. Being led, as he had prayed, the
Psalmist says, " Then will I go unto t.he altar of God." The altar of
burnt-offering was the first object that confronted the worshipper on
approaching the Tabernacle. That altar represented the fragrance and
preciousness of the one whole Burnt'offering, afterwards to be offered
by Christ on the Cross of Calvary. It symbolically included all the
valne and the everlasting efficacy of the work of Christ, as the Redeemer
of His people. As the Israelite could not become a worshipper at the
Tabernacle or the Temple until his sacrifice had been ltccepted and
also offered on the altar, no more can we draw near to God except
throngh the Lord Jesus Christ. "No man cometh unto the Father
but by Me " (St. John xiv. 6). Through Him alone may we approach
God. But through Him the way is open. He brings the penitent
sinner to God, and eventually reveals Him to the sinner's heart in
such gracious fulness that, like David, every newborn soul knows
God to be his "exceeding joy." David did not forget this blessed
relationship even in banishment and painful wanderings. Why was
such an Altar, and such a Sacrifice necessary 1 Becanse"Sin is exceeding sinful."
So the Apostle describes it in Romans vii. 13. He says that it " slew
him." When the spiritnality of the holy law of God was revealed
to him by the Holy Spirit, he says, "Sin revived, and I died." He
found himself alienated and doomed! And if such was St. Paul's
condition, is it not equally so with ourselves 1 David, labouring under
the same deep sense of the exceeding sinfulness of sin, took the place
of the leper. When he prayed, "Purge me with hyssop, and I shall
be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow" (Psa. li. 7), he
doubtless had in his mind Leviticus xiv. 1-7. Has the human heart
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changed since the days of David and ·of Panll Where are we to look
to discover this improvement manifested 1 Is the combined testimony
of psalmist and apostle, as given in Romans iii., a thing of the past 1
Alas, where is the evidence that such is the case 1 With a world at
war, with sin and iniquity abounding, and disregard of God and of
His claims by the mass of people never more obvious than it is at
the present moment, is it not as true to-day as when the words were
first written, that "The heart is deceitful above all things, and
desperately wicked" 1 (Jer. xvii. 9). It is also equally true that the
only remedy for the exceeding sinfulness of sin is the atoning death of
the Lord Jesus Christ. And you will observe that as our adorable
Redeemer "set His face like a flint" to accomplish that wonderful
salvation, and entered into the horror of it all, it is said tha.t He " began
to he sorrowful and very heavy." "My soul," He exclaimed, "is
exceeding sorrowful, even unto death" (Matt. xxvii. 38). "Behold,
and see if there be any sonow like unto My sorrow, which is done unto
Me !" Who can fathom the mysterious depths of tha.t SOrl'OW 1
Aud that was followed immediately by the shame and ignominy of
a malefactor's cross! . Oh, beware, dear hrethren, of making light of
the Atonement! That is preceded by making light of sin, and this
is the prevailing teudency of present-day religion. Remember, it
was the very Son of God Himself Who said, "I gave My back to the
smiters, and My cheeks to them that plucked off the hair: I hid not
My face from shame and spitting." It is of the spirit of Antichrist
to underestimate the infinite value of that redemption, or to esteem
anything besides as meritorious in the matter of the sonl's redemption!
As arising out of these momentous considerations, the text suggests
a helpful train of thought. We may ne,,:t enquire, How and when
do we attain the blessed experience of the text, " God my exceeding
joy" 1 This is enjoyed hy those to whom God reveals" The exceeding riches of His grace."
So indeed we read in Ephesians ii. Notice there the wonderful
contrasts: "Dead in trespasses and sins," "walking according to
the course of this world," "according to the prince of the power of
the air,"." we all had our manner of life in times past in the lusts of
our flesh," etc., etc., "even as the rest."
" Bu'r !" What a volume of meaning hangs npon that little word!
How freqnently in the Word of God it changes, qnite abruptly, the
whole aspect of things! Here it puts in vivid contrast our condition
by nature, "dead in trespasses and sins," and our position when
"quickeued together with Christ." To quicken means "to hring
from death to life." And first of all we are told that God Himself
is the source and author of salvation. It must needs be so. Dead
souls could not possibly generate their own salvation. As in Genesis
we read "In the beginning God," so here, God is the heginning of
redemption. "Rich in mercy," " on account of His great love wherewith He loved us," He nol; only" quickened us together with Christ,"
but also" raised us up togel;her, and made us sit with Him in heavenly
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places in Christ Jesus." A13 vitally united to their great Head, the
whole family of the redeemed are here regarded as already seated in
the heavenlies, and are thus assured of their final glorification. The
soul to which this redeeming love is revealed in any fulness, cannot
but be made" exceeding glad." It will be the theme of wondering
ages, as we read in v. 7, and that chiefly because it is of grace-" that
in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches 01 His grace
in kindness towards us through Christ Jesus. For by grace are ye
saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of
God: not of works, lest any man should boast." On experiencing
this marvellous transformation from" death unto life," the redeemed
and quickened sinner is made" exceeding glad" with the" cotmtenance " of the Lord's anointed. The rays of the Sun of Righteousness
have shone into his previously darkened soul, and he is made to
" rejoice with joy unspeakable and full' of glory." He receives" grace
for grace" in the gradual unfolding of Covenant verities, so that at
length, like the Apostle, be is enabled to say, "I count all things
loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord:
for Whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them
bnt dung, that I may win Christ, and be fowld in Him . . . that I
illay know Him and the power of His resurrection" (Phil. iil. 8). Both
in the Old and New Testament there is a gracious couespondence in
the sanctified aspirations of the children of God as the result of this
Spirit-wrought experience. David in the Psalms before us give.~
ardent expression to the yearnings of one who has tasted the sweets
of pardoning love, and held spiritual communion with the "God of
all grace." Deprived for a while of this hallowed fellowship, he cries,
" As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so longeth my soul after
Thee, 0 God. My soul is athirst for God, for the living God: when
shall I come and appear before God" (Psa. xlii. I, 2). The figure
employed here is very striking. The word translated "after" really
means" upon" or "over," and the Psalmist is thinking of the hunted
hind standing over one of the many enclosed acqueducts then to be
seen in Palestine. She has been hunted to the point of exhaustion,
and the water is rippling under h<:r feet, and yet she cannot lap its
refreshing draughts, but stands agonizing over it. Such for the time
being is David's painful experience. Indeed, nnder all experiences
this longing for closer fellowship, and a fuller knowledge of God in
Christ Jesus, will be the normal condition of everyone" born of the
Spirit," as St. Paul expresses that longing in Phil. iii. 12-14. Touched
with the magnet of Divine love, such a soul will turn to God
just as naturally as the needle of the compass turns to the North
Pole.
David, cast down, dispirited and disconsolate shows that the sense
of this hallowed relationship is seldom entirely lacking. Communing
with his own spirit, he exclaims, "Why art thou cast down, 0 my
soul 1 and why art thou disquieted in me 1 Hope thou in God: for
I shall yet praise Him for the help of His countenance" (Psa. xlii. 5).
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The Hebrew Ior "help,"* is "salvation." It is in the plural and
thus it signifies" great salvation." "All thy waves and thy billows
are gone over me," he cries! "Yet "-and here faith breaks in
once more-" yet the Lord will command His loving-kindness in
the daytime, and in the night His song shall be with me, and my
prayer unto the God of my life." When the Lord turns the captivity
of His people, then are they" like unto them that dream." It is one
of the paradoxes of the Christian life ihat the Lord's blood-bought
people are to take their deepest sorrows as an assmed pledge that they
will ultimately" Be glad with exceeding ioy."
They are to " greatly rejoice" in the revelation of the" abundant
mercy" already bestowed, and as "beloved" of the Father, and
redeemed by the" precious blood" of Christ, they are to " Think it
not strange concerning the fiery trial whieh is to try you, as though
some strange thing happened unto you: but rejoice, inasmuch as ye
are partakers of Christ's sufferings: that when His glory shall be
revealed, ye may be glad with exceeding ioy" (1 Pet. iv. 12). What
a glorious transition-from the condemnation of sin which is " exceeding sinful" in the sight of a Holy God, to the "exceeding joy" of
sharing in His glory! And all this is effected by the "love of
Christ" 'Nhose soul became" exceeding sorrowful, even unto death,"
in working out this glorious redemption.
. The present is a time when the reality of our faith is being severely
tested. How we should praise God, if by His grace He has brought
us to know that we have been made "accepted in the Beloved."
Then, whatever lies between, the final issue will be that we " shall be
glorified together" (see Rom. viii. 16-18). Many testimonies have
been borne to the" all-sufficiency" of this saving grace even in the
din of battle and the horrors of the war which is now raging. For
our mutual encouragement, and especially for the comfort of godly
parents, let me read a letter written on the eve of battle by a young
mau, the son of a personal friend, and whose acquaintance I was
privileged to make a few years ago. He was killed in battle nearly a
year ago, but his papers and belongings have only quite recently
reached his sorrowing family.
"NEAR ALBERT, FRANCE.
"Saturday, 1st July, 1916.
"DEAR FATHER AND MOTHER AND ALL,-As I am expecting to
, go over the top' (i.e., to join in lUshing German trenches) within the
next few days, and may therefore never have the joy of seeing you
all once again on earth, I am writing to tell you once more how much
I love you all, and to remind you that if you get news of my death in
action, it will not be long before we shall all meet again in Heaven,
because we are all members of the body of Christ, and are all united
in our love to Him, believing and knowing as we do that our Lord
I I

'The RV. has" he..lth" here: .. word often employed in Old EnKlish for
salva.tion.' I
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Jesus Christ, Son of God and Son of Man, gave Himself once for all
on Calvary as a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice f01' our sins.
" It is a glorious thing just now, when I can hear our guns pounding
away at' the German lines, and know that though I am now a few
miles to the rear, I shall soon (possibly within a few hours) bc in thc
thick of it-to know that I am perfectly safe, because' to me to live is
Christ, and to die is gain.'
"Don't be'sad if I am killed, but rejoice in the victory for our
armies, because our cause is a righteous one. I shall be proud and
glad to die in such a canse, though naturally, if I had my own natural,
selfish will, I should prefer a longer life.
" And remember that quite soon (in God's time if not in ours) we
shall all see each other again_ I hope that you will all have long,
happy lives of service, and then meet me up above."
There is no " khaki religion" there, dear brethren, but a living faith
in a living and glorified Redeemer! ]\fay you and I be found
possessed of this living faith when the time of our departure has
arrived!
With a salvation so rich and so free thus set before us, may the
Holy Spirit enable us to emulate the Psalmist, In the Psalm of our
te:\-t he put his cause into the hand of God, the Righteous J udge_
Earnestly he prays, "0 send out Thy light and Thy truth: let them
lead me; let them bi'ing me unto Thy holy hill, and to Thy tabernacles." The result is a sanctified determination-" Then will I go unto
t.he altar of God, unto God my exceedinrJ joy: yea, upon the harp will
'I praise thee, 0 God, my God." The first act is prompted by adoring
love. He seems to say, " I will go and worship Him." I will unburden
all my cares before Him. I will listen to His voice. I will tell him
all my sorrows, my trials, my losses; speak to Him about those sore
beruvements which I have sustained. Satisfied and calmed even
in the" present distress," I will leave in His loving Hand the mysterious problems concerning the war; my anxieties respecting the coming
harvest! Even though He seem to disappoint at times, and my prayer
returns into" mine own bosom," I will still say, "Why art thou cast
down, 0 my soul 1 and why art thou disquieted within me 1 HOPE
IN GOD: for I shall yet praise Him, Who is the health of my countenance,
and my God" (last verse). His loving voice is ever, " Come unto Me" ;
so "I, will go "! Even with my failures, my sins, and my temptations, I will still go, for'" where sin abounded, grace did much more
abound."
To the children of God the most trying' and painful experiences
are designed to promote this end, namely, to draw ns into closer
fellowship with our Heavenly Father-to God our" exceeding joy."
So the Apostle affirms: "For all things are for your sakes, that
the ablmdant grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound
to the glory of God." The" afHiction," distressing and perplexing
though it may be, is relatively "light"; it endures but "for a
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moment," and it "worketh "-the Greek is "worketh out for uS
more and more exceedingly an eternal weight of glory" (2 Cor. iv.
15-17). May the Lord establish our hearts by revealing to us these
eternal and comforting truths in more of their gracious fulness.
"Now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling [Greilk,
" stumbling "j and to present you faultless before the presence of. His
glory in exceeding joy. To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory
and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen"
(Jude 24).
THOUGHTS ON THE LIFE
AFTER DEATH.
,
:i\IUCH has been written on this snbject, and much it would seem to

little purpose, considering the remark frequently made by Ohristian
folk, viz., " How little the Bible tells us concerning the life beyond."
Moreover, a statement that we are told as much as our fallen understanding can comprehend startles not a few into asking, "Where 1 "
the reply to which query forms the subject of this article. Turning to
St. Luke xvi. 19-31, we find our Lord teaching in the parable of Dives
and Lazarus with great fulness on the subject. Let us carefully and
prayerfully listen to Him. 'fhe parable opens (v. 19) with the words,
" There was a certain rich man." Wealth in itself is no sinful possession, as is plainly seen in the case of King Solomon, riches being one
of God's many gifts to him. "I will give thee riches and wealth"
(2 Ohron. i. 12). The Psalmist also affirms, "Blessed is the man that
feareth the Lord, that delighteth greatly in His commandments . . .
wealth and riches shall be in his house" (Psa. cxii. 1,3). And we know
that when our Lord said, "How hardly shall they that have riches
enter into the kingdom ·of God" (St. Luke xviii. 24), He was not
speaking of those who possessed the riches, but of those whose riches
possessed them.
The parable proceeds to describe the rich man's habit of
attire-" clothed in purple and fine linen." Of the former, suffice
it to say that the dye (traditionally said to come from a small
vessel in the throat of a shell-fish) was of such a costly nature as to be
the insignia of royalty and official distinction; while the "fine linen"
(the Greek f3V<F<FO~, from the Hebrew buts) was the material used for
the robes of kings (Esther viii. 15), and betokened splendour (see
Rev. xviii. 16). Are there not points here which mark the man as
already in the grip of the god of luxury 1
Next in point comes the rich man's habit of living. He" fared
sumptnously every day" " living in mirth and splendour every day"
(R.V. margin) the Greek w'!'patl'''I''''uC telling of the merry-making,
the Aaf'1rpW~, by implication, of the self-indulgent feeding.
So much for the life of the rich man whose name, be it noted, is never
once mentioned.
We tnrn now to " a certain beggar" (v. 20), a poor man reduced to
beggary. His name 1 La7.arus. (Hebrew, Eliezer), mea.ning, "God
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my helper," a fact which throws a strong sidelight both on the possible
godly parentage and the faith of the man.
Following our previous train of thought, we note the beggar's habit
of attire. The garment of loathsome disease barely shielded by rags
and tatters, since the dogs, the street scavengers, came and soothed
his sores by their lickings.
Again, the beggar's habit of living. Unsatisfied hunger-" desiring
to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table," a
longing for leavings which we are not told was gratified. To-day,
the world, speaking of the rich man, would say-" He is a lucky fellow,
born under a lucky star! let us court his friendship"; while of the
poor man tlle world's comment would be-" Poor unlucky beggar!
fallen on evil days! one of the submerged tenth!" High up in the
blue the angelic register reads as a contra-statement. But to return.
In point of narrative the death of the beggar is the first recorded.
"And . . . the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into
Abraham's bosom" (v. 22). A simple statement--death-and then
angelic bearers take up the work, winging the spirit and soul to Paradise,
called by the Jews Abraham's bosom.
To proceed, "The rich man also died, and was buried"; and bearing
in mind his mode of life, it is not difficnlt to fill up the picture with
those imposing obsequies which characterize the rich worldling in
death. The small boy who exclaimed, " Mother! Mrs. So-and-so was
buried to-day; she had such a grand funeral! " was expressing all
unconsciously a deep truth in worldly history.
And now we pass through death's portal, and are granted the vision
of the" Hereafter" of both lives. Both are in Hades, the unseen
world, revealed to us as the abode of departed human spirits after
death until the resurrection. Between them, however, lies an
impassable chasm, and thns we see that when the home-call sounds
for each one of us, then we enter upon the realization of our earthly
life, and the great truth lies revealed, that what we are" NOW," is a
most important factor in what we shall be "HEREAFTER."
Again, we read that the ,ich man" lifted up his eyes, being in torments," and seeth Abraham, whom he had never seen on earth, and
Lazarus, whom he had probably never noticed; thus we note it is a life
0/ recognit-ion. Moreover, his supplication shows" speech" as existent;
which closes the door to the sleep theory; while if it be urged that
only the saints sleep, the incongruity is still apparent in the fact of
the rich man petitioning that one who had entered the state of sleep
be sent to minister to him. Then," being in torments," he pleads that
Lazarus " may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue"
-and we pass ia thought to the" faring snmptuously every day,"
and note with awe that the organ which was the means of the sinful
_ self-indulgence on earth, has become the means of torture in Hades;
thereby proving it to be a 11:/e 0/ retribution. What a far-reaching
meaning this fact gives to the apostolic injunction of Gal. vi. 7" Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth.
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that shall he also reap." And again, in this connection do we not
begin to grapple with the meaning of those words, " The Lord knoweth
how to deliver the godly out of temptation, and to keep the unrighteous
under punishment unto the day of iudgment" (2 Pet. ii. 9, R.V.).
Again, we see by one word the fact strongly emphasized that it is
a life of recollection. The awfulness of that word "remember" cannot
fail to strike us. Knowing as we all do something of the power of
memory in the earthly life, there rises before us a faint sense of what
it must mean in a life intensified tenfold, and where the sense is made
more poignant by the intensifying power. It has been urged that
the rich man's mention of his five brethren tends to show a softening
of the selfish nature; but surely this is straining, and in the nature
of reading into the narrative what is not there. The point seems to
fall before the fact that if it is a sign of repentance in any form, it
is entirely ignored.
In the reply of the Father of the Faithful-" They have Moses and
the prophets," etc., two very solemn lessons are taught us: (1) The
words prove by actual fact the truth of Psalm xlix. 6-8: "There be
some that put their trust in their goods; and boast themselves in
the multitude of their riches." "But no man may deliver his brother:
nor make agreement unto God for him." " For it cost more to ·redeem
their souls: so that he must let that alone for ever." (2) The word.
impress upon us our duty in the study of the Word of God, emphatically
the Prophetic Word: "If they hear not Moses and the prophets,
neither will they be persuaded though one rose from the dead"and over the hills of Time there float the sound of those heart·searching
words spoken in resurrection power, "0 fools, and slow of heart to
believe all that the prophets have spoken" (St. Luke xxiv. 25), and
we stand self-condemned.
In the story concerning Lazarus we are plainly taught that for the
saints the life beyond the veins one of Reccreative Rest (v. 23), by which
we are not to understand a state of doing nothing. For the Jew
the rest on Abraham's bosom meant a state of blessed and hallowed
fellowship; while for the Christian saint the words "to depart and
he with Christ, which is far better" (Phi!. i. 23), far from depicting
a life of inactivity, satisfy every yearning of the heart until it well-nigh
overflowsH

Jesu, Master, once with Thee,

Nothing else seems worth a thought."
True, the words" they rest from their labours" are ofttimes quoted
in support of the' do-nothing' theory, but we must remember that
labour is one thing and work another, and to discern the bearing of
the two we must go back to the Edenic Covenant in Gen. ii. 15-17.
It is a life, too, of Rich Recompense (v. 25). Yet while the eyes of our
being may keep in view the reward, the eyes of our heart are fixed on
the Rewarder, for to our aching human hearts the greatest joy is
summed up in His promise: .. Where I am, there ye may he also"
E. S. W.
,{St. John xiv. 3).
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WHEN 1 AN ARDENT ENQUIRY.

"0 when wilt THOU come

Ul1~ ME

1 "-PSALM ci. 2.

IT would appear that Abraham had a great interest and concern in the
Lord's righteous judgments, as He is the Judge of all the earth; that
the honour due unto His Name might be vindicated, seen, and confirmed in them before angels, men, and devils. So his pleading with
the Lord, as recorded in Genesis xviii., has in it much of the element of
the subsequent pleading of Joshua, " and what wilt Thou do unto Thy
great Name 1" It is when he says unto the Lord in this pleading,
" Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord, which
am but dust and ashes," that he, in a measure, apprehends the disparity
that subsists between himself and the great Creator and J udgc.
So in the ardent enquiry of the Psalmist, " 0 when wilt Thou come
unto me 1 " he, in a measure, realizes this disparity, and being also
conscious of the truth that the Lord is a Holy Lord God, and himself a
sinfnl creatnre, the disparity is seen to be greater. It is a wonder that
the Lord should condescend to perfect!y satisfy Abraham that His
destroying Sodom, in which ten righteous could not be found, was a
righteous judgment, and no less a wonder that He should say to Lot,
"I cannot do anything till thou be come thither," i.e., out of it.
This enquiry is the prayer and the desire of the upright in heart, as
contrasted with the will and desire of wicked men, who say unto God,
" Depart from us; for we desire not the knowledge of Thy ways."
Who is the party here addressed 1 He is the high and lofty One,
that inhabiteth eternity, Whose Name is Holy, Who dwells in the high
and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and hnmble spirit,
to revive the spirit of the humble and to revive the heart of the contrite
ones. 0 when wilt Thou come unto me, to do these things for me 1 "
This enquiry, prayer, and supplication may be viewed as-first,
that of a needy sinner; second, that of a longing soul.
God's elect people are spoken of in the seventy-second Psalm as the
poor and the needy. So, as horn again from above, quickened by the
Spirit and regenerated, they feel themselves to be both poor sinners
and needy sinners; they are such as have felt the guilt of sin and the
misery of sin. Their eye, then, is towards One Who saves from sin,
and One Who can and Who does deliver out of all the misery of a
fallen state and condition. 0 when, then, as the Redeemer of Thine
Own Israel, and the Saviour thereof in their time of trouble, wilt Thou
come UlltO me 1 Wilt Thou come unto me as the good Samaritan came
to the poor man that had fallen among thieves 1 Alas! have I not
fallen 3 mong them,-am not I wounded, robbed, and spoiled 1 Is not
my Goul in a woful and needy case 1 Do I not mourn in my complaint,
and make a noise 1 Am I not helpless as well 1 Is not my case
experimentally that of the poor and the needy, which seeketh water
and there is none 1 0 when wilt Thou, Who alone hast the bread of
life and the water of life to give, come unto me with it, that I may eat
and not die, and drink and for ever live 1
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Art Thou not He of Whom it is written, " Who is this that cometh
from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah! This That is glorious
in His apparel, travelling in the greatness of His strength! I that
speak in righteousness, mighty to save." And doth not that justifying Righteousness, wrought out and brought in, constitute Thee mighty
to deliver my soul from all my foes, my spiritual enemies, and adversaries! Is uot Thy Spirit also, Which is given to and Who dwells in
all that are Thine by gift and by blood, one with Thee to" Revive 'Tny drooping faith,
My doubts aud fears remove,

And kindle in my breast the flames
Of never-dying love.

And, as I need Thee to deliYer me from the guilt, pollution, and power
of sin, so also do I long for Thee to satiate my weary soul, and to
replenish and refresh my sorrowful soul. Hungry and thirsty, how
many times my soul fainteth in me.
o when wilt Thou come unt.o me, to do for me as Thou hast said!
" I will come again and receive you nnto Myself, that where I am,
there ye may be also." Paul was atrue witness when he said, "To
be with Christ is far better," viz., than mourning here below, or than
fighting with beasts at Ephesus. As J acob sore longed for his father's
house, so there is on the earth to-day a Jacob, an Israel of God, known
to Him in His Covenant love in Christ Jesus, who does the same.
o when! Our time on earth is measured by minutes, hours, days,
weeks, months, and years. 0 when! How many more of these must
elapse till I come to my bound which I cannot pass, even unto that
appointed time for man, for every man, upon earth!
Well, certain it is, that He that shall come will come, and will not
tarry.
U

\

A few morc days, or months, or years,

In this dark desert to complain;
A few more sighs, a few more tears,

And we shall bid adieu to pain."

(Swain.)

1\1r. Hart also speaks the language of mauy a longing soul in these
three verses"0 when will God our joy complete,
And make an end of sin?
When shall we walk the land and meet
No Canaanite therein ?
Will this precede the day of death,
Or must we wait till then?
Ye struggling souls, be strong in faith,

And quit )'ourselves like men.
Our dear Deliverer's love is such,

He cannot long delay;
lIIeantime, that foe can't boast of much,
Who makes us watch and pray,"

Birkenhead.

G.

A.

•
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NOT STRANGERS, BUT FELLOW-CITIZENS.
THE dear child of God often feels his experiences expressed in the
language of the hymn :.. I'm but a stranger here,
He3lven is my home.

Earth is a desert drear,
Heaven is my home.
Dangers and sorrows stand

Round me on every hand:
Heaven is my Fatherland,
Heaven is my home."

Abraham felt this when in his sorrowful bereavement the remains
of his beloved wife were to be laid in the grave in a land of strangers
-the beautiful fair wife, the mother of his God-given son. "I am
a stranger and a sojourn er with you," was his pathetic expression.
There is always a feeling akin to this when dearly-loved ones, who have
been the joy and solace and support of our lives, are taken from us to
the "better country." Earth then is not only "a desert drear,"
but a land of strangers, although surrounded with kind friends and
loving relatives. There is the loneliness, the strangeness, the unhomeliness, if one lUay coin such a term, and the language of the aching heart
is, "I am a stranger."
Again, David in his prayer said, "I am a stranger with Thee, and
a sojourner, as all my fathers were." He recalls the brevity and
fragility of earthly life, and knowing his position before God (for he
was the" man after God's own heart "), he pleaded his oneness with
his God in the words, "I am a stranger with Thee." Mark, dear
reader, he did not say, "I am a stranger to 'fhee," bnt, "I am a
stranger with Thee," evidencing his separation from the world, his
separation to God, and his walk with God. Again, in Psalm cxix. 19,
whether the writer was David in his youth, or some other psalmist,
the family note is the same-." I am a stranger in the earth; hide not
'fhy commandments from me." Amidst strangers, e is feeling for
his Father's hand, his Father's voice, and his Father's will, that he
may fulfil his Father's pleasure.
In the Epistle to the Hebrews, amongst the records of the heroes
of faith-Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Sarah,
-occurs the passage, "These all died in faith . . . and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For
they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country." Yes, they do not define themselves as strangers when at.
home or in congenial surroundings. How often we heal' the expression, " I feel quite at home here," the friendliness and complete
accord of spirit giving such ease of speech and action. On the other
hand, when surrounded by uncongenial although possibly kind and
well-meaning friends, the candid avowal made in confidence to a
kindred spirit is, "I feel a complete stranger here," Thus it is with
the people of God. They tell Him that which they could not confide
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to those around, that they are utterly alone and strangers, but nevertheless they are strangers with Him-alone, yet not alone, since He
is with them. And in far-off climes, away from native land and
friends, if entering a home where Christ is' all and in all, the very
atmosphere is full of the peace that passeth all understanding, and
the spirit in its glad response exclaims, "I feel quite at home Rere."
" Who am I, and what is my people 1 " cried David when he offered
praise and thanksgiving for the willing offerings of his people for the
house of the Lord. "We are all strangers before Thee, and sojourners,
as were all our fathers "-strangers in the earth, yet the Lord was the
"Lord God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Israel our fathers." Not
strangers to Him. There is a satisfaction to the Lord's people in
being strangers where He is not at home. We would fain linger over
this fact, for we are living in very solemn times, when as I believe the
end of all things here is at hand. And the joy is almost in sight, for
we look for His coming, which may be any moment, when we shall
be caught np together with them--our loved ones who have gone
before-caught np together with them to meet Him. What a superabounding, transcendent, wonderful thrill of joy it ,viII be! Oh!
dear Christ-loving and Christ-loved friends, how longingly we look
forward to His presence, the fuIness of joy for evermore. We may
dwell with Him more closely by faith now-be in t.he heaven lies with
Him now-living above all these manifold changes of the present
world,-SO dwelling with Him and abiding in Him that we know the
blessed force of the words, "Ye are come unto mount Sion, and illlt.O
the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem." "Our conversation is in heaven." And then note, too, what St. Paul says in his
Epistle to the Ephesians: "Now, therefore [the" therefore" referring
to the complete reconciliation to God in Christ Jesus], ye are no more
strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the
household of God." Now fellow-citizens with the saints, and builded
upon the foundation of which Jesus Christ Himself (H'imself, mark
you) is the chief' corner-stone, in Whom all the building, fitly framed
together, groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord. In Whom ye also
are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.
What a stupendous thought this is! What a glorious positionbnilded togethel'-welded together-joined together-and all with
Himself, the corner-stone. In the building, in the dwelling, in His
Body, in the Vine, in the Bride, all one with Him and in Him. He
is so united with His people that :"The full, deep tide of God's delights
He would not drink alone."

No, He is one with His people in joy as in suffering, their case is His
c~se, their position His position, their glory His glory. Well may we
smg :"Portion blest beyond all telling,Christ, aud nought beside."
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Reader, are you satisfied without Christ 1 For the comfort of
those who do desire Him beyond everything, yet cannot read their
title clear, I would fain say in thc words of the late Rev. J. C. Martin,
"If you are not satisfied withont Christ, it is just the outcome of
Christ not being satisfied without you." It is His magnetic drawing
by the Holy Spirit. "I am my Beloved's, and His desire is toward
me," is the exultant language of the Bride in the Song of Songs.
" So shall the King g',eatly desire thy beauty, " is the assurance in the
bridal Psalm (Psa. xlv.). To what does the little word" so " refer 1
"-·Hearken, 0 daughter, and consider; forget also thine own people
and thy father's house." As in the marriage service the bride and
bridegroom promise, forsaking all other, to keep only to each other,
so Christ demands of His Bride that she shall forsake all other and
cleave entirely to Him. So shall He greatly desire thy beauty. She
is to be a stranger here, for she is joined unto Him. But she is no
more a stranger in the Better Land. She is a fellow-citizen with the
saints, and of the household of God,-the Lamb's wife, very soon,
dear reader, to be called to the marriage supper.
" All Heaven awaits the shining marriage train,
The Bridegroom and the Bride t "
Oh! think of it, think of it, dear reader. These are days when
"dangers and sorrows stand round ns on every hand." How c31m
is the spirit that is stayed upon God amidst air raids, amidst the
thunder of guns, amidst all eonceivable terrors! From the testimony
of personal friends I have felt how marvellously the Lord is displaying
His power to calm His dear ehildren and to keep them resting in His
love and trusting so implicitly in Him. One sees more and more
the reality of His personal dealings, His personal care, and His personal
tenderness. He is coming very soon-these increasing trials do but
herald His close approach. Only a little while to testify of His love,
to walk by faith, to weep, to suffer, and then-then the welcome, the
joy, the sight.
.
a Those Footsteps draw so near,

80

near;

Earth hears the echo of His tread."
They are the footsteps of Him Who is "the future glory and the
present smile." We shall be satisfied, satisfied, then, when we see
Him, and He, too, will be satisfied when He sees of the travail of
His soul.
"That moment of unknown delight
Will

SOOD,

will soon be bere.

1I

NETTlE.

" SOME years ago, a friend of a clergyman now living, said to him,
, Sir, you have just as many ehildren as the patriarch Jacob.' 'True:
answered the good old divine: 'and I have also Jacob's God to
provide for them.' "-Toplady's Works.

The Gospel M Ilgazine
A SWEET PROMISE.

" I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not,. I will lead them in
paths that they have not known: I will make darkness light before
them, and crooked things straight. 1'hese things will I do unto
them, and not forsake them."-IsAIAH xlii. 16.
IN the first place, we notice in the above words of promise the" I will
bring," "I will lead," "I will make." The fulfilment of a promise,
and the extent to which it can be trusted and relied upon, depends so
much upon the speaker, the one making the promise. A man's word
should be his bond. How much more the word of the eternal God.
Yet even sincere and honest men might promise and find themselves
unable through inability, weakness, or want of forethought, to perform
what they had 'promised; but not so the Speaker here. This is the
word of the Eternal, Everliving, and Everlasting God, Who has all
power in heaven and in earth, and will always retain that power, and
He engages to do all,-to bring, to lead, to illuminate, and to grant His
ever-abiding presence. The characters to whom this promise is made
are the blind. We always have a deep sympathetic feeling towards
the blind, on account of their helplessness, weakness, and despondency,
remembering how Jesus, the sinner's Friend, when He walked below,
took them by the hand, touched their eyes, and gave them sight.
What words of comfort and stay these are for those who are sensible of
their blindness, feeling their need of a sure guide and of a firm standing!
What condescending grace in the deal' Saviour to take the poor blind
man by the hand, and lead him out of the town! Also to shed rays of
light upon the dark pathway, to assure such an one that He will not
leave him, but make darkness light before him. It might not be so
difficult for a blind person to walk in a straight way, or a way of plainness, but in a crooked path or way, danger and stumbling must attend
him. Yet even here the Lord's word of promise comes in. He will
for the blind make crooked things straight, and they shall go on safely
and secure. "These things will I do unto them and not forsake
them." Lately my spirit was nnder great pressure, and I was trying
to unburden it all before the Lord, when a piece by C. H. Spurgeon in
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, "Do as Thon hast said," came as a word of
direction from the Lord. Plead His promise, trust His grace. Go to
Him with His own word, and say, "Do as Thou hast said." I was
enabled in faith to take the word at the head of this paper, and plead it
before the Lord with" Do as Thon hast said." It calmed my mind,
wrought in me a spirit of prayer to lay the whole matter before the
Lord, and pray for grace to leave it there, and I have been in a great
measure enabled to do so, looking for the nnfolding and fulfilment of
His faithful word, to bring, to lead, to shine through the clouds, and
remove the stumbling-blocks out of the way, and show a plain path
wherein He would have me go.
It also reminded me of a beloved sister in Christ, long since with
Him, who often quoted this in her correspondence with me, and I
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turned to one of her old letters. On Feb. 9th, 1873, she writes :" Cares have pressed just as heavily. I find no cessation from daily
trials. Methinks they are the medium used to keep me very near my
best Friend. In and with Him I find loving companionship. The
bountiful hand of my ever blessed Keeper supplies my need. He is
not slack concerning His promise. Faith looks for, expects, the promised aid, and is never disappointed, never, never. Bless His dear
Name, His arm is strong to bear all my weight of woe, care, dread, and
uncertainty. I know it, I have proved it, and am fully assured that
He will do as He has said."
There has recently come into my possession Joseph Irons' first book
of original" Zion's Hymns," published by him while pastor at Sawston
in 1816 No. 120 is "The wonders of Christ's Kingdom," from Isaiah
xlii. 16 :" How kind are all Jehovah's ways!
How wonderful His love!
Awa.ke, ye saints, and sing His praise;

For you His kindness prove.
He brings the blind by paths unknown
Up from the gates of hell ;
And leads them to His heavenly throne,
Before His face to dwell.
Their crooked things and crooked minds
His grace makes plain and straight;
Their souls He oft in darkness finds,
But He can light create.
These things He promises to do,
And says He'll not forsake:
Ye saints, your God is just and true,
His word He will not break.
All things are working for your good,
Though dark and crooked now;
Strength is derived from bitter food,
Then with submission bow."

J.
THE BELIEVER'S REST.
THE subject of Rest is very blessed to humble believers, who are often
sad and sorrowful because they find the life of faith is a life of hard
conflict, strenuous toil, and weary walking through a wilderness which
is not their rest (Micah ii. 10). The Apostle sets forth the gracious
experience we refer to in the words: "We which have believed do
enter into rest" (Heb. iv. 3). May the Holy Spirit help us to consider
and lead us into, the precious rest of faith. There is :
1. The Sabbatic Rest. On the seventh day God did rest from His
works of creation, because He saw it all was good (Gen. i. 31). This,
30
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therefore, was the rest of complacency and delight. Now, a precious
Christ is the Substance of the Sabbath; and, "He that into Christ
believes, what a rich faith hath he !" Faith's view of an interest in
the good aud perfect work of the Lord Jesus Christ in redemption,
enables the heavy-laden soul most truly to rest in the Lord, by ceasing
from his own works, and simply trusting Christ's finished salvation;
and he finds it sweet and delightful to thus rest, " lying passive" in
His Lord's hands for time and eternity. This is the Sabbath rest of
the soul.
2. The Lord's Presence gives rest. "My presence shall go with
thee, and I will give thee rest" (Exod. xxxiii. H). The Lord's presence
realized by faith affords a glorious rest to His people, as they turn from
all beside to Him, with minds stayed upon Him (Isa. xxvi. 3), trusting
in Jehovah for ever, for He is the Rock of Ages (ver. 4). This is a
sacredly real experience, when faith leans on the bosom of the Lord
with John (John xni. 25); or sits at His feet with Mary (Luke x. 39),
listening, looking, learning, loving.
3. There is the Rest 01 the Green Pastures (Psa. xxili. 2), where the
sheep are made to lie down, and where they find sweetest food as well
as satisfying repose. These are the pastures of the Word, ever fresh,
soft, sacred, and abundant, as the Good Shepherd leads in and out;
and, now and then, "ith tenderest compulsion makes His flock "lie
down" in peace. SojOUl'lling for a season in the green pastures, the
sheep are strengthened for the onward and forward march through
the wilderness, or over the bleak and barren mountains, as HE leads
the way. Yet, even in a rough and rugged pathway, now and then
occurs4. The N oon·tide Rest, when" He maketh His flock to rest at noon"
(Song i. 7) under the shadow of the great Rock in the weary land (Isa.
xxxii. 2). That Rock is Christ; and, sheltered by Him, the sheep
are safe, notwithstanding the fierce blaze of temptation's sun, as the
heat and burden of life's day makes the shade of the Rock of Ages
increasingly desirable. Here is a " quiet resting-place," affording all
needful protection and security. Oh, to be kept continually" under
His shadow" ! (Song n. 3).
5. There is also the Rest 01 the Lord's Love. "He rests in His love."
Now, Christians sometimes seek mistakenly to find a resting-place in
their love to Him; but this proves" a bed too short, and a covering
too narrow," for real comfort. Their love is fickle, changeable, and
weak. The only rest for poor weary souls is in the dear Saviour's love
to them, eternal and unchangeable. So far as this is realized by
faith, so far the Christian enters into6. The Rest 01 the Oovenant. The assurance of faith in the enjoyment
of Covenant blessings is needed for this, in the sweet feeling of His
Covenant love communicated by the Spirit to the longing, thirsting
soul. A yet higher degree of the "lull assurance" of that faith,
" which shines most bright when all around is dark as night," is
expressed in the very precious lines of a deeply-taught one:
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.. Here let the weary rest,
Who love the Saviour's Name;
Though with no sweet enjoyments blest,
This Covenant stands the same."
Such are some of the Resting-places of the" Flock of slaughter,"
as they from time to time enter into the experieuce described: "We
which have believed do enter into rest"; and this experience brings
peace into the heart, gives freedom from legal bondage, anel is the
source of all good works.
Bath.
E. C.
WAYSIDE JOTTINGS IN TROUBLOUS TIMES.
AT the present time we frequently read in the daily newspapers such
sentiments as, for example, the following: "We have a good hope
that, when Germany is beaten, the reign of lawlessness will cease for
ever upon the earth." Again, a War Cabinet Minister is reported to
have said: "We must carry on until such a victory is gained as will
remove all practical danger of war for the future." This seems to be
the general expectation. But it shows great ignorance of, or unbeJief
in, the prophetical Scriptures. If we believe in the teaching of the
Bible, it is clear that wars will continue until the very end of this age,
and until the Lord's appearing in glory at His second advent. Fallen
human nature will not be improved, nor the innate evil of the human
heart be eradicated, by the defeat of the Germans. Covetousness and
greed will not be abolished. "The works of the flesh-hatred,
enmities, strifes, jealousies, wraths," etc. (Gal. v. 19-21), will still be
rampant. The only consolation for the Lord's people is "Looking
for the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great God and
Saviour Jesus Christ."
The Holy Scriptures teach us that lawlessness will increase, until
<.' the lawless one shall be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus shall slay
with the breath of His mouth, and bring to nought by the manifestation
of His coming" (2 Thess. ii. 8, R.V.).
We cannot therefore expect the world to grow better, but rather
worse, before the return of our Lord and the establishment of His
millennial kingdom.
The Pope, falsely claiming to be the Head of the Church, and also
the Vicar of Christ on earth, has put forth proposals for peace. But
inasmuch as he is the Head of an apostate Church, and seeing that
he has proved himself a friend of our foes, and hostile to England,
we cannot admit that he has any judicial or moral right to interfere,
or act as an intermediary. It must be admitted that in these days
one would have felt a measure of surprise had some such a declaration
as the above been promulgated by the Church of England prelates;
and yet we cannot doubt that the Reformers of the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries would haye put forth a similar, if not a. still
sterner, pronouncement.
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The people of God cannot but grieve that the majority of their
countrymen seem to be trusting in "an arm of flesh," and although
such has again and again failed them in the past. Some time back,
for instance, there was a leaning upon Russia, and now that Russia
seems to have failed to fulfil expectations, America is relied upon!
" The astonishing thing is that not a word is said about God, and
as for the destined King Who will some day be enthroned as King
of kings, and Lord of lords, His blessed Name is not even mentioned.
What God has said in His Holy Word, His revelation concerning the
future, is entirely ignored" (Our Hope, August, 1917). This witness
is true. Oh that the Divine Word was heard: "CLlrsed be the man
that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart
departeth from the Lord. Blessed is the man that trusteth in the
Lord, and whose hope the Lord is" (Jer. xvii. 5, 7).
SEVINGTON RECTORY,
ROBERT J. NOYES, RD.
ASHFORD, KENT.

=====

THE CONFIDENCE OF THE POOR.
" ALTHOUGH the fig tree shall not blossom." We all know Habakkuk's
song of confidence, writteu as it was, and sent to the chief singer,
while he trembled at God's majesty, and when" rottenness entered his
bones." Though desolation reigned, and creature supply failed, yet
he had a portion which made him glad and strong. Heknew what it
was to cry and to wait and to watch, to turn again and again in the
exercises that rent his soul to an only and all-abiding Holy One and
resting-place, Whose wrath was such a reality, but Whose mercy
endured. He knew what it meant, as the Apostle said, to have
nothing, and yet possess all things; bis very riches involving a
continual Jlense of emptiness; his poverty implying an exhaustless
possession. He was sure that while he had nothing, he had enough.
Many of the [saints have known this literally. We have only to
read the accounts left us by some of the "poor in tbis world, rich
in faith," who have had absolutely nothing to eat, and no prospect
of getting anything, bull they have been SURE of supply, and while
they looked the table has been spread. There was a poor dear who,
as she sat by the fire for hours, and read and comforted herself, said
that with a crust and Christ she was content. And she thought she
meant it, but she had more than a crust as well as Christ. The larder
was as full as it need be, and four meals a day followed each other in
heaven-sent variety. But the time came when" Christ and a crust"
was more of a reality; she was depelldenll for her bread, and she wept
and praised Him Who was with her in weariness and painfulness, to
show her His tender mindfulness and constant love and forgiving grace.
David said, " I am poor and needy, yet the Lord thinketh upon me " ;
and that is one of the plaintive songs of Zion, sweet in the ears of
the Lord and pregnant with the praise that is "comely." Habakkuk
had nothing, but he rejoiced in the Lord and joyed in the strength
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of his salvation. He might have nothing, but God lived. "The Lord
liveth, and blessed by my Rock, and let the God of my salvation be
exalted." Trials, griefs, fears, sins, and mistakes and failures-wants
of all sorts-all are brought rolling over each other to the God of
salvation. What a blessed persuasion it is. The Lord liveth. Whatever has been, the Lord lives now, casting out none that come to Him,
however familiar their faces are at the throne of grace, or however
new. There is blood to cleanse, there is grace to help, there is strength
to give, and He has promised that they sha.ll not be ashamed that wait
for Him.
FOLLOWER-ON.
THOUGHTS ON PSALM CXIX, 95-104

By THE REV. W. LUSH, A.K.C., RECTOR OF STRETTON-EN-LE-FIELD,
ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH.
(Continued from page 426.)
Verse 95. "The wicked have waited for me, to destroy me, but I ·will
consider Thy test·imonies." What malice is ever fouud in the hearts
of God's enemies! Not content themselves with walking in a way
that leads to death, they are represented here as waiting and watching
their opportunity to draw away the people of God from the right ways
of religion and Godliness into the ways of sin and wickedness. What
enemy can be so mischievous as he who seeks to ruin me for ever! 'We
are surrounded by such, at the head of whom stands our great adversary, who, as a roaring lion, goeth about seeking whom he may devour.
What is our remedy 1 What our strength 1-" I will consider Thy
testimonies." The word here denotes a fixed and intelligent attention; how God can bring good to His people out of evil, and make the
wrath of man to praise Him; when the only effect of our enemies'
malignant plots is a still more serious contemplation of God's precepts.
How true is it that" all things work together for good to them that
love God, and are the called according to His purpose."
Verse 96. "To all perfection I have seen an end, but wide is Thy
command exceedingly." The bounds of created perfection may be
defined, but those of God's law, in its nature, application, and influence,
are infinite; there is no human thing so perfect but that something is
wanting to it; its limits are narrow, whereas God's law is of infinite
breadth, reaching to all cases, perfectly meeting what each requires,
and to all times (Psa.. xix. 3, 6, 7-11; Eccles. iii. 11). It cannot be
cramped within any definitions of man's dogmatical systems. Man
never outgrows the Word; it does not shock the ignorant man with
declared anticipations of discoveries which he has not yet made;
whilst in it the man of science finds his newest discoveries, by tacit
anticipation, provided for. Reader, something will be gained if you
shall be able to see the spirituality of God's law, as reaching to the
thonghts and intents of the heart; as that which is so exceeding
broad that you are compelled to say-I have, through this, seen an
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end of all creature perfection; hence my desire is to be presented
"PERFECT IN CHRIST JESUS."

Verse 97. "How I love Thy law. All the day it is my meditation."
The whole Word of God is oftentimes to be understood by the expression "law" in the Scriptures, and Dr. Gill is of opinion that the
doctrinal part of the Word-the truths of the Gospel-is intended by
the word translated" law" in this passage. (See Psalm i. 2, and compare Josh. i. 8.) Joshua did not do this perfectly, nor Moses, nor
David, nor anyone among the saints of God. It is true, in its fullest
sense, only of Him Who was anointed with the oil of gladness above
His fellows. The word "meditation" also includes "discourses";
and this is a proof of affection for the Word; for what men lovepersons or things-they often think of and frequently talk of (see
Deut. vi. 6, 7). What a simple and yet what a sweet illustration of the
passage is found in the following anecdote :When Mr. Hone, who wrote the" Every Day Book," and was of
sceptical views, was travelling through Wales, he stopped at a cottage
to ask for a drink of water, and a little girl answered him, " Oh, yes!
sir, I have no doubt mother will give you some milk; come in." He
went in and sat down. The little girl was reading her Bible. Mr.
Hone said, "Well, my little girl, you are getting your task 1" "No,
sir, I am not," she replied, "I am reading the Bible." "Yes," said
he, "You are getting your task out of the Bible 1" "Oh, no," she
replied, "it is no task to read the Bible; I love the Bible." "And
why do you love the Bible 1 " said he. Her simple, childlike answer
was, "I thought everybody loved the Bible." Her own love to the
precious volume had made her innocently believe that everybody else
was equally delighted to read God's Word. Mr. Hone was so touched
with the sincerity of that expression that he read the Bible himself;
and, instead of being an opponent to the things of God, came to be a
friend of Divine truth.
Verse 98. "Thou, through Thy commandments, hast made me wiser
than mine enemies, tor they are ever with me." Bishop Horsley translates the words, "Thou hast given me understanding in Thy commandments, above mine enemies." This verse shows us that the godly
in all ages may expect enemies, who are oftentimes in worldly things
wiser than the children of light; but in the things of God, by means
of the Scriptures and through the teaching of the Holy Spirit, the
children of God are made wise unto salvation. Another rendering of
the passage is, " It hath made me wiser in Thy commandments than
mine enemies"; that is, the law hath; and so is another reason why
it was so greatly loved by him. Kimchi gives the following as the
sense, " By mine enemies Thou hast made me wise; Thou hast learned
me Thy commandments." The latter part of the verse, literally translated, runs, "for to eternity it is mine," that is, my inalienable, indefeasible possession. Note the word" it," in the singular, showing how
all the statutes of J ehovah may be viewed as one great comprehensive
precept; a similar construction is found in the Hebrew in 2 Sam. xxii.

"

The Gospel Magazine

471

23, " As for His statutes, I did not depart from it "; and also 2 Kings
xvii. 22, "The sins of Jeroboam which he did, they depart not from
it "; where his sins are spoken of as concentrated into one mass. Who,
reader, that feels what this concentration of sin is in his own case, does
not prize that precious blood, which removeth mountains of guilt and
cleanseth from all sin.
Verse 99. "1 have more understanding than all my teachers, for Thy
testimonies are my meditation." The word "teachers" signifies my
superiors in natural and worldly wisdom. Ainsworth translates the
words, " I am more prudent," and Alexander, " I act wisely, more than
my teachers."
.
Verse 100. "1 understand more than the ancients, because 1 keep Thy
precepts." Luther says that antiquity is no help against stupidity,
where it does not accord with God's Word. Hence, they who would
have us rest on the Ohurch, and the authority of the Fathers, are oftentimes bidding us lean on the staff of a broken reed, which may run into
our sides and pierce us. (Compare Job xxxii. 9.) The Bible is the
key of all knowledge-the history of the world, past, present, and to
come. (See Psa. cxi. 10.) "He who doeth the will of God shall know
of the doctrine" (John vii. 17). "Understanding," says Fawsett, "is
practised skill." (See Psa. ii. 10; xxxii. 8.)
Verse 101. "1 have refrained my feet from every evil way, that 1
might keep Thy word." Surely this verse points largely to Jesus, for of
whom else could it be true in its fullest sense; not but that in this
every child of God desires to be an imitator of Jesus, but, alas, daily
finds to his sorrow, " when I would do good, evil is present with me " ;
and knows by practical experience the meaning of the Lord's words to
Peter, "He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is
clean every whit." Only of Him Who was holy, harmless, undefiled,
and separate from sinners, is it true that His feet are like unto fine
brass, as if they burned in a furnace; unsusceptible, therefore, of
corruption or taint, even though obliged to tread amidst that which is
defiled and defiling.
Verse 102. "1 have not departed from Thy judgments, for Thou hast
taught me." 'Ye have here, says one, another word of comprehensive
meaning. The Divine judgments in this Psalm are always the external
exhibitions of the Divine righteousness in word or deed, by precept or
by punishment; here, of course, the former are specially intended.
The figure of a way, though not expressed, is still indicated by the
verbs depart and guide-true again in its highest sense of Jesus, for
who else could say, I have never departed from Thy judgments; yet,
in connection with a child of God, in so far as he is enabled to keep in
the way of these judgments, it is clear that such an one claims nothing
as belonging to himself, or as accomplished in his own strength, but
ascribes all to the power and grace of God. The word" taught" may
perhaps be more correctly rendered " guide"; and does not the pro,
mise run, "Thou shalt guide me with Thy cmIDsel, and after that
receive me to glory." Hence the prayer, founded on such a promise ;-
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"Guide me, 0 Thou great Jehovah,
Pilgrim through tills barren land;
I am weak, but Thou art mighty;
Hold me with Thy powerful hand.
Strong Deliverer!
Be Thou still my Strength and Shield."

Verse 103. "How sweet are Thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter
than Mney to my mouth!" The passive form may here possibly denote
that the Psalmist's relish for God's Word was not a native but an
acquired taste. No man, naturally, can say, "Thy words were found
unto me, and I did eat them, snd Thy word was unto me the joy and
rejoicing of my soul." John was commanded to eat the little book,
and it was to be in his mouth sweet as honey; for all knowledge communicated by God to His children is sweet; but there is another truth
not to be kept back, namely, that the truth which is sweet as honey to
the pala.te is to make the belly bitter (Rev. x. 9, 10); for when it becomes digested and incorporated, as it were, into tbe soul's knowledge,
tbat which is in itself pleasant, is in its result bitter; for the knowledge
of God, brought to bear in the midst of a ruined and transgressing
world, will be found to place itself in sorrowful testimony against
peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings, yea, against the whole
world that lieth in the wicked one. When Jesus Himself first walked
this earth, He humbly took the place of suflering testimony, and prophesied only to be rejected; so it is now with His Church, who must be
content to go forth without the camp, bearing His reproach; by and by
it wiII be exalted, and the people of Gqd, who have suffered with
Christ, shall also reign with Him. Meanwhile it is blessed, individually,
to feel" How sweet are Thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter than
honey unto my mouth! "
Verse 104. "Through Thy precepts I get understanding, therefore I
hate every false way." The Psalmist had understanding in the wiII of
God, in the nature and manner of His worship, in the use and importance
of His ordinances, and in the excellency of His doctrines; hence, he
hated every false way of worship, all superstition, and will worship,
the commandments and inventions of men, and every false doctrine, all .
lies in hypocrisy-for no lie is of the truth--everything contrary to the
Word of God, and which was opposed to truth and godliness. Reader,
may it be yours and mine to get true spiritual understanding in the
things of God in the same way, and then the result shall be the same
with us as with the Psalmist-hatred of evil and love to the truth
which is in Jesus.
(To be continued.)
"IT is not deemed presumptuous for the favourites of an earthly
king to know and be conscious that they are so; •.nd why should it
be deemed presumptuous for the favourites of God to be assured of
His love? "-A. M. Top/ady.
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Cltonesponllmce,
A CLERGYMAN'S TESTIMONY,
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
DEAR MR, HOUGHTON,-If there is a work of salvation going on
anywhere and in any soul, it must be all of God to be real and lasting,
"By grace are ye saved, , , and that not of yourselves," I am
learning daily to love the doctrines of grace stilL They are the only
ones that touch the soul in a time of real need. When I met Mr.
Ormiston, ten years ago, I was fighting them hard, and I daresay he
remembered that afterwards, He had a right to do so. But now
I love to feel that grace is free. Election is in the Bible, whatever
any say of it, and whatever myoid nature might think of it; and
whatever in it is mysterious and hidden is sure to be revealed hereafter
as glorious and loving. In the meantime Election fits the facts of
every-day experience around us. Some of the deep things of the
Word I am only feeling my way in, and we shall be so, perhaps, to
the end, all of us. But I bought an old copy of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
some time ago, and have been enjoying some of it very much,
With Christian regards and wishes, believe me,
Yours sincerely in our Lord Jesus,
H. A. L.
Diep River,
Cape Province, S. Africa.
July 7th, 19_17_.

_

To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
THE following interesting letter was addressed to the present Vicar of
St, Luke's, Bedminster, and sent on to US.-EDITOR.
35, BRADFORD AVENUE, CRAFTON, Pa"
Aug. 6, 1917.
THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE AND REV, DR. DOUDNEY'S
SERMONS,
REVEREND AND DEAR SIR,-I write you as the only means that appears
to me available as to obtaining information I am in search of. I am
an Episcopalian, but a firm Calvinist, and am much interested in the
writings of the former Vicar of your Church-the Rev. Dr. D. A.
Doudney, I have several volumes of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE of over
fifty years ago, of which he was then Editor. I am anxious to know if
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE is still being published, and if any volumes of
Mr. Doudney's sermons are available 1 If such is the case, will you
kindly place this letter in the hands of the proper parties to afford me
the information that I am seeking 1
Thanking you very much for your courtesy in the matter, I am,
Very truly yours,
JAMES S. HARING,
Civil Engineer.

•
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-The following earnest appeal for more Testaments
has just reached me, and shows the continued need for the Word of
God. Whilst sin and llllgodliness abolllld, we are encouraged to
see a hungering and thirsting for the Word. "I sincerely thank you
for the splendid parcels of Testaments received from you. They are
much appreciated. If you can send us further snpplies we can use
them, for a Chaplain says, it is no uncommon sight to see one man
reading a Testament and others waiting for the loan of it."
A Christian soldier at the front writes: "I thank you for your
loving remembrance of me by your letter, which by its mere coming
gives cheer and encouragement by the way. The struggle is hard out
here, one is beset all around by problems of life and conduct, with
nothing but the Word of God to help; but thanks be to God, this is
sufficient. I came out here nearly twelve months ago, after doing
ten months' training in England, but in God's goodness and mercy
have been spared the scenes of front-line work, as owing to my civilian
employment, a dispenser, I was sent to this base. Each Lord's day
about twenty of us gather together, and we have some happy times
of fellowship. I shall be glad of a few English Testaments. We have
had some interesting talks with the people here, and have given out
some French Testaments."
A distributer writes: "I am glad to write and let you know how
the Lord's work is going on. The books you sent, are being greedily
received by the men wherever I go. At - - a large number were
given out to the men who were going to France the next day. It
was quite cheering to see the men gathering rOlllld me for a book.
Trust you are being cheered in your work. I can do with more
books. There is plenty of work to do."
Parcels of GOSPEL MAGAZINES and other books will be welcomed
by me for use in the Mission.
Yours sincerely,
6, STIRLING ROAD,
R. E. BRIDER.
BATH ROAD, BRISTOL, September 1st, 1917.

•

" I ALSO saw, moreover, that it was not my good frame of heart that
made my righteousness better, nor yet my bad frame that made my
righteousness worse; for my righteousness was Jesus Christ Himself,
the same yesterday, to-day, and for e~er."-Bunyan's Grace Abounding.
I HAVE an equally firm conviction that a low and imperfect view
of sin is the origin of most of the errors, heresies, and false doctrines
of the present day. If a man does not realize the extent and dangerous
nature of his soul's disease, you cannot wonder if he is content with
false or inlperfect remedies.-Bishop J. G. Ryle.
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1J.ro!tl3tant !5eacon.
THE PRIESTHOOD OF THE LORD JESUS.
PAPER READ BY THE REV. H. SIVITER, L.TH. (DURHAM), INCUMBENT
OF CIRCUS CHURCH, PORTSMOUTH, AT THE EVANGELICAL
PROTESTANT UNION, BLACKBURN, 1916.
THE word" priesthood" is a borrowed word from the Old Testament.
It is used in connection with the priestly office of the Law. All the
Mosaic worship was centred around a sacrifice, the sacrifice itself
being a type of the great and perfect sacrifice of the Lord Jesus. Such
sacrifices demanded a priesthood. The special work of the priests
involved the offering of a sacrifice-taking of the blood into the holy
place within the Tabernacle. When the blood of the sacrifice had been
offered to God, the priest could pronounce forgiveness of sins upon the
people. Let us take a retrospect, as it were, of the Old Testament
priesthood, for it is only as we see the real meaning of this office that
our perspective of the Lord Jesus as a priest becomes clear. God
appointed with the order of ritual connected with the Tabernacle an
" order of priests." These men were strictly set apart-consecrated,
to serve and to wait at the altar, and to perform other services connected with the sanctuary of God. The high priest, known as the
Anointed One, was the Head or Chief Priest. The high priest's work.
is particularly connected with the Day of Atonement (Lev. xvi.). A
priest is, in the strictest sense, "One who offers to God a sacrifice for
another." On the Day of Atonement, the high priest" shall make
an atonement for the holy place, because of the uncleanness of the
children of Israel, and because of their transgressions in their sins."
This was after the high priest had made atonement for himself and his
house. The priest, not being sinless, was compelled to offer sacrifice
for his own sins as well as for those of the children of Israel. All this
beautiful typology helps us to understand the truth of the great sacrifice of the Lord Jesus, Who "offered Himself without spot to God."
The death of Christ was the antitype of every sacrifice which was
carried out under the Divine Law. He is Priest and Victim to us in
this day of grace. He is the One Who has offered Himself a Sacrifice
for the sins of His people, and Who lives to intercede for His redeemed
ones in glory-He is the glorious High-priest.
We turn to the New Testament, and there we read of priest-priests
-high priest and priesthood. All these names are used by the Holy
Spirit to teach us how the Lord Jesus fulfils such titles, offices, and
characters.
The word" priest" is used in reference to Melchizedec who, returning from the slaughter of the kings, blessed Abraham (Heb. vii.). He
was the priest of the most high God. In this connection the word is
used twice. Fifty-one times the word is used in connection with the
Jewish priesthood. Fifteen times the word is used in reference to
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Jesus Christ. Only in the Epistle to the Hebrews is Christ called the
" High Priest." No man to-day, however great a dignatory or clever
<l. scholar, has power to take this honour upon himself.
The priesthood of Melchizedec was different from that of Aaron. We are distinctly taught in Psalm ex. that Ohrist's priesthood was not after
the Order of Aaron. (See also Heb. vii. 11-17.) It teaches also that
Ohrist was made a priest with an oath. "The oath of God was the
great seal of heaven, designated to intimate the importance of the deed
to which it was set, and to show the heirs of promise the immutability
of His counsel." Kindly note that the twofold office of king and
priest was incompatible according to the old Mosaic law. The Jews,
unless blinded by prejudice, must have realized that a new order and
constitution must have arisen for a priest to sit upon a throne. The
" Priest-King" is referred to in Zech. vi. 13.
"Even He shall build the Temple of the Lord; and He [the Lord
Jesus] shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon the throne; and
He shall be a priest upon His throne; and the counsel of peace shall
be between them both."
Only in Christ can this scripture be possibly fulfilled. He is a priest
Who came not after the order of Aaron, but after the order of Melchizedek who was" King of Salem."
Appointment to the Jewish priesthood appertained to those who
could claim lineal descent. Before a Jew could be initiated into the
priesthood, he was compelled to show and prove his direct descent
from Aaron the high priest. This was not so with Christ. The book
of Nehemiah declares the imperfection of the Aaronic priesthood.
After the return of the children of Israel from Babylon, we read of
those who were not able to trace their descent, and who could not
prove their ancestry as members of a priestly family. "These sought
their register among those that were reckoned by genealogy, but it
was not found; therefore were they as polluted put from the
priesthood" (Neh. vii. 63, 64).
Thus Israel to day has lost her roll of descent, so as to be unable to
claim any position in the Aaronic priesthood. Her priestly genea.logies
have been destroyed. Nevertheless the imperfect priesthood was followed by a Perfect Priesthood, namely, the Priesthood of the Lord
Jesus. His is a priesthood, not after the order of Aaron, but after the
order of Melchizedek, who was King of Righteousness and King of
Peace, '\without father, without mother, without descent, having
neither beginning of days nor end of life; but made like unto the Son
of God."
Our blessed Lord was made a Priest with the oath of His Father. The
Levitical priests were made priests without an oath. Then, again,
the Aaronic priesthood necessitated a succession of priests, but Christ
is a Priest for ever, after the Order of Melchizedek. Our Lord, Who is
holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners, "needeth not
daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for his own sins,
and then for the" people's; for this He did once, when He offered up
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Himself." "Ohrist is the end of the Law for righteousness to every
one that believeth. We are now able to consider the sacrificial work
of the Lord Jesus. Just as the sacrifice with the shedding of blood met
the demands of a Holy God, so the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus met all
the requirements of His righteous Father. The prayer of John xvii.
(known as the high priestly prayer) could only have been offered by
Ohrist, Who was sacrificed on behalf of those" whom the Father had
given Him."

The cup which our Lord figuratively drank was propitiatory. It
was penal and sacrificial. As the High Priest on the day of Atonement
made expiation for Israel, so our ascended High Priest made Atonement for His people by the sacrifice of Himself. For" now once ill
the end of tlie world hath He appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice
of Himself." The work of Ohrist on the cross of Oalvarv is for ever a
finished work. He sacrificed once and for all. To attempt to repeat
this mighty sacrifice must be abhorent to God, Who made His Son to be
an offering and a sacrifice for ever. There is no room to-day for hUIIl&n
priesthood, yet it is astounding to see such a "pseudo revival" of
priestly pretentions in our land. To attempt to sacrifice anything
in connection with the death of Ohrist is to be guilty of a gross sin. It
is crucifying the Son of God afresh and putting Him to an open shame.
When the Lord's Supper is turned into what is known as the Mass-a
pretence of repeating the sacrifice of Christ-our Lord is insulted and
His death is held up to ridicule and blasphemy. The so-called altar
with a so-called priest and a so-called sacrifice in the Mass, are a
Satanic combination. Our Lord built no altar when He instituted the
beautiful and simple ordinance of the Lord's Supper. He instituted
this solemn ordinance out of love to His people, and asks us to remember
what He has done for His purchased possession. "Do this in remembrance of Me." The practice to-day of trying to repeat what Ohrist
has declared to be finished, is an open libel upon the never-failing
priesthood of the Lord Jesus. Having tried to prove that Ohrist has,
by virtue of His death, atoned for sin-may we ever remember that He
has gone within the veil by His own blood, and having passed into the
heavens, He is the mediator of a new and better Oovenant. This priesthood is indispensable and imperishable. Our blessed Lord has no
successor. He lives for ever. He has no substitute, for He exercises
His office perfectly and all-sufficiently. His priesthood is not the less
efficacious that it is comprehensive, permanent, and sincere. Ohrist's
sacrifice is the means of drawing sinners into vital union with God. It
remedies that which is evil. It has secured salvation for the unworthy
and chiefest of sinners. All that has been done for the redeemed of
Zion, has been accomplished through Ohrist. Our salvation comes
from Ohrist-" By grace are ye saved through faith, and that not of
yourselves; it is the gift of God." "We are His workmanship, created
in Ohrist Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that
we should walk in them" (Eph. ii. 8-10). Our blessings flow as a
l'esult of the sacrifice of Ohrist: "Blessed with all spiritual blessings

-
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in heavenly places in Christ, according as He hath chosen us in Him
before the foundation of the world" (Eph. i. 3, 4). 0", fnture inheritance has been purchased for us by the sacrifice of Christ.
" In Whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated
according to the purpose of Him Who worketh all things after the
counsel of His own will; that we should be to the praise of His glory,
who first trusted in Christ" (Eph. i. 11-13). All emanate from the
Cross of Christ-all has been accomplished by our great High Priest.
U

I need no priest save Him Who is above,

No altar but the heavcnly mercy· seat.
Christ's finished work, which speaks of pardoning love,
By which in holy peace my God I meet."~
In this dispensation of grace our Lord discharges all the priestly func.tions. The New Testament knows of no other priesthood but that of
Christ--" He is the Apostle and High Priest of our profession. Our
Lord has offered a real sacrifice, doing in reality what has been done
in figure before. His high priestly position in glory is proof positive
of His faultless priestly power. He remains a priest for e"er after the
Order of Melchizedek.
Christ's redeemed and blood-bought host are made partakers of His
death. In like manner they are sharers of His glory and blessed kingdom. They are a royal people, a holy priesthood, chosen to offer up
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. "Unto Him
That loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood, and hath
made us kings and priests unto God and His Father; to Him be glory
and dominion for ever and ever." Let us go boldly to our Great High
Priest, even to His Throne of Grace, that we may find grace to help in
time of need.
"I have a Great High Priest beyond the Btarry Bky,
A fountain of eternal love-a Saviour ever nigh;
He bears me on His inmost hea.rt, through sunshine, cloud, and sea,
And from HiB love I cannot part-since J eBUS died for me.

The golden censer in His hand contains my feeble prayers,
And there my Saviour ever stands and all my burden bears.
His precionB blood iB sprinkled still in every path I tread,
It marks my way to Zion's hill, my dwelling-place with God."

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE new number of the Quarterly Record is ready, and will be sent to
any address. Through the kindness of Mrs. Nicholson, of Egham, it
contains a portrait of the late Rev. Frederick Silver; a biographical
'sketch has been added, which, with other illustrations and articles,
constitute an interesting exposition of the work and needs of the
Society. Annual reports and other literature will also be supplied.
On Friday, November 2nd, the Autumn Meeting and Sale of Work
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will (D.V.) be held at our Hornsey Rise Home, in the afternoon and
evening, tea being provided. The Rev. Ernest Roe, of the Surrey
Tabernacle, will preach at 6.30. The attendance of friends will be
welcomed.
Mrs. Howe, of Waiton-on-Naze, has recently given a Garden Meeting, under the presidency of Professor Orchard; the Editor of THE
GOSPEL MAGAZINE furnished us with an excellent address, and considerable local support was forthcoming.
Under the auspices of the Hastings' Auxiliary, a Sale of Work,
organized by the Misses Pearce and Marchant, has been held at Balcombe. The Rev. D. L. Secretan, M.A., the Rector, presided, supported by Lady Denman, the Rev. J. W. Tobitt, and the Secretary of
the Society. Mrs. Shelbourn, of St. Leonard's, kindly opened the Sale.
Ladies at Tunbridge Wells have again had a Sale in the Belgrave
Rooms, very kindly lent by the Misses Steele. The Rooms were
filled throughout the day. Among those taking part in the proceedings were the Rev. W. H. Parsons, Vicar of St. John's, the Rev. S.
Mayne Wade, M.A., Vicar of Christ Church, and the Secretary. The
Misses Philpot, who have for so long been deeply interested in the
Institution, were present. The following afternoon a tea was given
to local peusioners.
Financial strain, caused by war conditions, has been materially eased
during the month by generous contributions from anonymous friends,
but new annual subscriptions would be thankfully received, so that
the vacant places in our list may be more than filled.
This Institution, like Barzillai, provides for the faint and weary in
the wilderness, and the Son of David says to those who have ministered
to Him, in the persons of His poor and aged people (1,210 of whom
are on the books), "I will feed thee with Me in Jerusalem." "For
the Lamb Which is in the midst of the Throne shall feed them, and
shall lead them unto living fountains of waters; and God shall wipe
away all tears from their eyes." Present help will be doubly welcome,
for
"In heaven are found no sons of neecl.
There all these duties are no more."

THE POPE AND THE WAR. By BARON PORCELLI. Price threepence.
(PROTESTANT TRUTH SOCIETY, 3 and 4, St. Paul's Churchyard,
London, E.C.4.)
Baron PorcelIi is a well-known and able controversialist. In this
well-written pamphlet he collects together a series of important facts
proving that it is the design of the Papacy to promote the restoration
of the pope's temporal sovereignty, if necessary by a European War.
He quotes Cardinal Manning as saying" there is only one solution of

•

480

The Gospel Magazine

the difficulty-a solution, I fear, impending-and that is, the terrible
scourge of continental war, a war which will exceed the horrors of any
of the wars of the first Empire. And it is my firm conviction that in
spite of all obstacles the Vicar of Jesus Christ will be put again in his
own rightful place. But THAT DAY will not be until his adversaries
shall have crushed each other with mutual destruction." He quotes
a Roman Catholic paper as saying, "From a European War . . .
Cardinal Rampolla expected the settlement of the Roman question."
The connection between the Papacy and the present terrible war seems
therefore obvious.
GOD IN BRITISH HISTORY. By ARTHUR PRITCHARD, M.A. Price
Is. net.
WHAT GOOD IS IT 1 By HENRY D. HOUGHTON. Price Id. (ROllERT
BANKS & SON, Racquet Court, Fleet Street, KC.)
These two pamphlets are written in favour of the view" that the
Anglo-British and American race are lineally God's chosen people
Israel." We believe that this doctrine is a perversion of Scripture, and
cannot, therefore, commend the writings on this subject. An able
reply to Anglo-Israel theories has recently been written by the Rev.
David Baron, himself a converted Jew. It is entitled, "The Historv
of the Ten 'Lost' Tribes. Anglo-Israelism Examined" (published
by Morgan & Scott, 12, Paternoster Buildings, London, KC. Price Is.).
In his preface, the Rev. David Baron says, "Towards the persons of
the propagandists of this theory I have, I trust, no other feelings than
those of Christian charity; but the theory itself I cannot help regarding, after a close study of its principles, as subversive of the truth, and
as one of the dangerous delusions of these latter days."
,

THE COMING END OF THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES. By COLONEL
GARNIER (late R.K). Pp. 33. Price 6d. London: ROBERT
BANKS & SON, Racquet Court, Fleet Street, KC.)
The author of this pamphlet believes that'" the overthrow of Turkish
dominion'in Palestine will be the fulfilment of 'The Times of the
Gentiles_' . . . It will be the great sign and precursor of the end of
this dispensation." The date of that overthrow he believes will be
about March 25th, 1918. He thinks that it is probable that the
Great War is destined to last 1335 days, and that its end will almost
coincide with the termination of Turkish rule in Palestine, i.e., about
the end of March, 1918. The manner in which the author arrives at
these conclusions is ingenious and clever, but, like many other writers
on prophecy, the views he propounds appear to us, in so far as they
refer to the fixing of dates, to be highly speculative. Most Christians
concur in the view that this great War is fulfilling the Divine purposes
and helping to bring the end of all things near, but many feel that
the fixing of dates is unwarranted by Scripture.
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