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.. Who oom1orteth us in all our tribulation. that we may be able to comfort them which are In any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. t.

DAYS OF TROUBLE.
" And call upon ME in the day of troubk: I will deliller thee, and
thou shalt glorify ME."-PSALM l. 15.

YEARS ago we remember reading a true story in the pages of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE which beautifully illustrates the truth of this
precious promise. Though we quote from memory, we think the
facts were so imprinted on our mind that our relation of them is
accurate. A servant of GOD was in great financial need. For
some time he cried unto the LORD to supply his wants, and no
response Came. At last the precious words of Psalm fifty, fifteen,
",vere deeply impressed on his heart, and with great earnestness he
pleaded the promise in prayer. On the following day he received a
letter containing a sheet of note paper. Nothing was written
upon it except Psalm I. 15, but inside the envelope were two fivepound notes. The anonymous sender of this substantial help knew
nothing of the special need of the LORD'S servant, and he had no
idea that the words of the Psalm quoted above had deeply impressed
the mind of the one in need. The Lord, however, knew all about
it, and in this remarkable way he was faithful to His promise. He
is still faithful, dear reader. Your faith may be tried by one form
of trouble or another, but He will not forsake you. He says to His
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tried people, " He shall call upon ME, and I will answer him: I will
be with him in trouble; I will deliver him; and hon6ur him" (Psao
xci. 15). Days of trouble come to all men, and GOD'S people are
not exempt from them. "Man is born unto trouble, as the sparks
fly upward." As man is born in sin, so he is born to trouble.
Trouble is divinely.appointed to man because of his sin. He is " of
few days, and full of trouble" (Job v. 7; xiv. 1). of course
trouble is not always immediately due to sin, but if there had been
no sin there would have been no trouble. Trouble takes different
forms.
1. A consciousness of sin causes days of trouble.
Trouble of mind seized many of Peter's congregation as they
listenedo to his sermon on the day of Pentecost. "They were
pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the
apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do 1" (Acts ii. 37). They
realized that they had been guilty of crucifying the LORD of glory,
that they had despised,. rejected, and slain their long-promised
Messiah. They became conscious of the corruption and depravity
of their hearts, and of the enormity of their sin, and they were therefore sorely troubled in mind. They knew that the soul that sinneth
it shall die, and they earnestly longed for escape from merited wrath.
The same kind of trouble took hold of the Philippian jailer when he
cried, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved 1" It is a blessed thing
when men are overtaken with this form of trouble. Men in general
make light of sin, and they make light of the message which tells
of deliverance from sin's penalty. They go their way, one to his
farm, and another to his merchandise, utterly indifferent to Gospel
truth. Some even have gone the length of persecuting those who
bring good tidings, and of putting them to death. Of Israel of old
it is said, "They mocked the messengers of GOD, and despised His
words, and n:isusedHis prophets" (2 Chron. xxxvi. 16). It is an
indication of Divine love, a token of Divine favour, if the HOLY
GHOST has convinced me of my sin. It proves that I am an object
of eternal love, and that the GOD of grace designs to bring me into
the enjoyments of pardon and peace through the bfood of the ever.lasting Covenant. A heart broken with a sense of sin is an object
of Divine mercy. " He healeth the broken in heart." .He cleanseth
them from their sins in the fountain of CHRIST'S blood. Blessed
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are.they.that mourn and are in trouble because of felt sin, forlluch
shall assuredly be comforted. The LeRD JESUS will comfort· aU
that so mourn.
2. Persecution brings days 0/ trouble.
" All that will live godly in CHRIST JESUS shall suffer persecution"
(2 Tim. iii, 12).' It is their appointed portion. The more closely
we walk with CHRIST the more shall we be treated as He was. We
are bidden to go forth unto Him without the camp, bearing His
reproach. Moses esteemed the reproach of CHRIST greater riches'
than the treasures in Egypt. David speaks of his enemies who
gathered against him and persecuted him. But in the same Psalm
he beautifully says, "I will sing of Thy power; yea, I will sing
aloud of Thy mercy in the morning: for Thou hast been my defence
and refuge in the day of my trouble" (Psa. lix. 1-3, 16). If we are
soldiers of CHRIST we must be prepared to endure hardness. Through
much tribulation we enter the kingdom of heaven. The more
faithful we are, the more lonely we shall be, and the more sha,ll we
-be rejected by the world, and even by the professing Church. But
the LORD is mindful of His persecuted people. "It' is a righteous
thing with GOD to recompense tribulation to them that trouble
you; and to you who are troubled, rest with us, when the LORD
JESUS shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels" .
(2 Thess. i. 4-7). It is when the LORD JESUS shall be revealed from
heaven that our troubles shall cease. Rejoice, then, and be exceeding glad, even in the midst of present sufferings for CHRIST'S sake,
" for great is your reward in heaven." At the revelation of His
glory ye shall be glad with exceeding joy.
3. Family and business matters may cause days 0/ trouble.
The upbringing, the education, and the placing of children involve
many anxious thoughts, demand from the Christian parent much
travail in prayer, and much concern in regard to their spiritual welfare. If parents seek first the kingdom of GOD and His righteousness, if they put the spiritual well-being of their children in the
foreground, the difficulties which will confront them will be many.
The religious teaching of many of the text-books now used in schools
is often more or less permeated by Higher Critiool or Sacerdotal
views. Scientific books also may in some cases undermine those
who read them in regard to the truths of Revelation.. There is
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spiritual peril in sending our children to Universities, colleges, and
schools. The churches whidh they. may be expected.to attend may
encourage a love of the ornate, and be the means of implanting in
their young minds doctrines contrary to Scripture. Financial diffi·
culties, too, arise, and cause trouble of mind. Business worries,
sickness, and many other trials arise which cause days of trouble
in the experience of GOD'S people. "Many are the afflictions of
the righteous" is a statement that is found to be abundantly true,
but the words which follow are no less true: "The LORD delivereth
him out of thpm all." The GOD of .all comfort comforteth us in all
our tribulation. He knoweth our needs. He careth for His
family. He is never unmindful of them in their varied troubles.
"Though troubles assail, and dangers affright,
Though friends should all fail, and foes all unite,
Yet one thing secures us, whatever betide,
The Scripture assures us, 'The LORD will provide.'''
To the glory of our faithful GOD we ourselves can bear testimony
to the LORD'S wonderful goodness and striking providential lead·
ings and favours. Great tests of faith have been freqnent, but we
have often proved how true are the words of Dr. Watts, when he
says," Just in the last distressing hour
The LORD displays delivering power;
•
The mount of danger is the place
Where we shall see surprising grace."
4. Lack of assurance may cause days of trouble.
You feel yourself to be a sinner, and you are convinced that you
can only be saved through CHRIST'S blood and righteousness, but
often anxious thoughts arise in your mind as to whether you are
amongst the saved. It is a real spiritual trouble if you are not
assured of your soul's eternal salvation. For your comfort it may
be said that your knowledge of the plague of your own heart and
your concern about assurance are in themselves evidences that the
HOLY GHOST hath quickened you and begun the good work in your
hearts. Your hunger for assurance proves the presence of life, and
you may rest on the word, " He satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth
the hungry soul with goodness" (Psa. cvii. 9). The hungry one
shall be filled. Moreover, if the LORD has led you to trust or believe
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in ·CHRIST as your Substitute and Saviour, beware of doubting the
Word of GOD as ·to the forgiveness, the eternal safety and security.
of all believers in CHRIST. See such passages as John iii. 36; Acts
x.43-; xiii. 38, 39; 1 John v; 13. Beware, too, of regarding inconsistencies of life as a proof that you are not a child of GOD. All
believers have sorrowfully to own that in many things they off~nd
(Jas. iii. 2). Remember, to(), that there is a danger of trusting in
a godly and a righteous life as a ground of salvation. The only
. ground of salvation is CHRIST'S blood and righteousness. If I am
'assured of salvation only because the LORD is enabling me to walk
close to Him, then I am making my holy walk the ground of my
assurance instead of CHRIST'S merits. I am cherishing the unscriptural doctrine of salvation by my own merits. If I am saved, I am.
saved according to GOD'S Own purpose and grace given to me in
CHRIST before the world began, and the variations in my walk can
never alter my eternal security in CHRIST. They can neither
increase nor diminish it. I am not to be indifferent to a holy walk.
I ought to pray _that the fruits of GOD'S salvation may abound in
my heart and life, but these are to be distinguished from the eternal
forgiveness bestowed upon me through the merits of CHRIST.
"My love is ofttimes low,
My joy still ebbs and flows;
But peace with Him remains the same,
No change JEHOVAH kn()ws."-(Dr. H. Banar.}
5. Some of the doctrines of God's Word may cause days of trouble.

t

Such doctrines as predestination, election, Divine. sovereignty,
particular redemption,and. eternal punishment have proved a
stumbling-block to many. We remember a young lady who put
her fingers into her ears when, in answer to something she said, we
quoted the ninth of Romans to her. Those who occupy the position of teachers ought not to be flippant or harsh in dealing with
cases of this kind. We who hold the precious doctrines of grace
ought especially to be humble and gentle. We believe that the
knowledge of all saving truth comes only from GoD, that we owe it.
to His grace if we have been taught aright in the great truths of His
Word. That should make us very humble, and we have need of
patience and gentleness with those who as yet have not eyes to see
what we see. Toplady himself, who formerly edited this Magazine,
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was brought nigh to GOD when·he was fifteen, but for some time
subsequently he Sll-YS of himself, "There- was riot a more haughty
and violent free-wilier within the compass of the four seas." When'
he discovered to his dismay that the 39 Anicles were Calvinistic he
resolved to sever his connection from the Church of England, and'
to become a minister in one of the dissenting and Arminian churches.
" And," as he says of himself, "he had certainly carried his design
into execution, had it not pleased GOD to open the eyes of his
understanding and initiate him into the doctrines of grace while at
the University and previous to his ordination," One day after he
had been stoutly setting forth his free-will views, an old ~entleman,
taking him by the button of his coat, observed in a mild tone, " My
dear sir, there are some marks of spirituality in your conversation;
though tinged with an unhappy mixture of pride and self-righteous-'
ness, You have been speaking largely in favour of free will; but
from arguments let us come to experience. Do let me ask you one
question, How was it with you when the LORD laid hold on you in
effectual calling ~ Had you any hand in obtaining that grace ~
Nay, would you not have resisted and baffied it, if GOD'S SPIRIT had
left you in the hand of your own counsel ~" "I felt," says
Toplady, the conclusiveness of these simple but forcible interrogations more strongly than J was then willing to acknowledge"
(Thomas Wright's "Life of Augustus M, Toplady," pp. 18-20).
Those of GoD'S children who are troubled in mind about some of
the great, mysterious, and profound doctrines of GOD'S Word need
a meek and teachable spirit. Truths may be plainly revealed
which we may not be able to fathom or understand. They may
seem contrary to our ideas of right and justice. But if they are
clearly revealed we need to meekly and humbly receive them, We
must be ready to say, "Even so, FATHER: for so it seemed good in
Thy sight" (Matt. xi. 26). Nor should we expect fully to fathom
the depths of all revealed truth, nor to be able to explain it to
others. We know that" the LoRD is righteous in all His ways and
holy in all His works," and it is not becoming for us to reply against
GoD. " Shall the thing formed say to Him that formed it, Why
hast Thou made me -thus ~ " (Rom. ix, 20). Moreover, if some parts
of GOD'S Word seem too high for us, we may feed upon those parts
which He has made plain, and by degrees, as we continue prayerfully
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and .meekly to ·study His 'Word, difficulties will be removed, and we·
shall be more fully prepared to feed upon the "strong meat"
which "belongeth to them that are of full age" (Heb. v. 14).
Let our hunible prayer be, "Open Thou mine eyes, that· I may
behold wondrous things out of Thy law."
6. Some of our days of trouble rlUJ,y be caus3d by groundless fears.
We are prone to meet trouble half way, to cross the bridge before
we come to it. Sometimes our imagination runs riot, and all sorts
of groundless fears occupy our thoughts. We are ready to say,
"Fearfulness and trembling are come upon me, and horror hath
overwhelmed me" (Psa. Iv. 5). With the Apostle Paul we may
have said, "We were troubled on every side; without were fight.
ings, within were fears" (2 Cor. vii. 5). Many of our fears are
doubtless due to the state of our nerves, and often they are due to
a want of faith. Hence many troubles are really imaginary, and
we need to pray that our minds may be so stayed upon the LORD
that they may be kept in perfect peace. It is a blessed thing when
it can be said of us, "He shall not be afraid of evil tidings: his
heart is fixed, trusting in the LORD" (psa. cxii. 7)., When fear
takes possession of our hearts, the remedy is to call upon the
LORD. Then we shall be able to say; "J sought the LORD, and
He heard me, and delivered ~e from all my fears" (Psa. xxxiv..4).
7. Finally, national affairs may bring days of trouble.
When the king of Assyria sent a great host against Jerusalem,
Hezekiah said, "This day is a day of trouble, and of rebuke and
blasphemy" (2 Kings xix.3): What days of trouble we have had
since the great war broke out in August, 1914! How many
thousands, of our loved ones have fallen on the field of battle
or perished in the deep since that eventful month! A time of un·
paralleled trouble it has been, ,and still is. The sorrows of this
period are too awful to contemplate. But all our troubles give
opportunity for the display of the power, faithfulness, and loving.
kindness of our God. If our troubles have abounded; our consola~
tiop.s also have abound~d. No trouble can separate us from the
love of GOD which is ,in CHRIST' JESUS our LORD. No trouble can
deprive us of pardon; peace with GOD, adoption, the promiSe!!, and
the goodness·,and mercy and' faithfulness of out Covenant.keeping
GilD. Nor can any trouble hinder·our final glorification when the
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LORD comes. Count up your mercies, then, ye troubled ones, and
be glad in the LORD and rejoice. Shout for joy, ye that are upright
in heart. Call upon your GOD when a day of trouble dawns.' He is
" a refuge in times of trouble." In the time of trouble He will
hide you in His pavilion. HEj will. be your stronghold. He will
hear your cries for help. He will deliver you from difficulty, triaL
and perplexity, and you will have occasion to glorify His name by
saying, "This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him, and saved
him out of all his troubles" (Psa. xxxiv. 6).
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR.

PURITANISM.
QUIETLY, and without a struggle, as men who bowed to the inscrutable
will of God, the farmers and traders who had dashed Rupert's chivalry'
to pieces on Naseby field, who had scattered at Worcester the" army
of the aliens," and driven into helpless flight the sovereign that now
came" to enjoy his own again," who had renewed beyond sea the
glories of Crecy and Agincourt, had mastered the Parliament, had
brought the king to justice and the block, had given laws to England,
and held even Cromwell in awe, became farmers and traders again, and
were known among their fellow·men by no other sign than their greater
sobernes j and industry. And, with them, Puritanism laid down the
sword. It ceased from the long ,attempt to build up a kingdom of
God by force and violence, and fell back on its truer work of building
up a kingdom of righteousness in the hearts and consciences of men.
lt was from the' moment of its seeming fall that its real victory began:
As soon as the wild orgy of the Restoration was over, men began to
see that nothing that was really worthy in the work of Puritanism haa
been undone. The revels of Whitehall, the scepticism and debauchery
of courtiers, the corruption of statesmen, left the mass of Englishmen
what Puritanism had made them, serious, earnest, sober in life and
conduct, firm in their love of Protestantism and of freedom. In the
Revolution of 1688 Puritanism did the work of civil liberty which it
had failed to do in that of 1642. It wrought out through Wesley and
the revival of the eighteenth century the 'work of religious reform which
its earlier efforts had only thrown back for a hundred years. Slowly
but steadily it introduced its own seriousness and purity into English
society, English literature, English politics. The whole history of
English progress since the Restoration, on its moral and spiritual sides,
has been the history of Puritanism.-GTeen's Short History of the
E",glish People, p. 604.
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THE BODY OF CHRIST.
" Now ye are tlie body of Clirist, and members in particular."1 CORINTHIANS xii. 27..

•

THE Church of God is frequently likened to the human body. "We
being many are one body in Christ, and everyone members one of
another" (Rom. xii. 5). The Apostle Paul frequently alludes to
this truth in the Epistles to the Ephesians and the Colossians, and
he dwells at length on this subject in the first Epistle to the Corinth·
ians. Very blessed and important teaching is connected with this
figure. Clirist is tlie Head of this body. "He is the Head of th.e
body, the Church" (Col. i. 18). There is a vital union between
Christ and His people. They are His body, and they derive all
their life, wisdom, and guidance from Him. From Him" all the
body by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit
together, increaseth with the increase of God" (Col. ii. 19). If the
head were severed from the human body, death would at once.
ensue. So if the Church were severed from Christ, spiritulltl death
would immediately take place. Clirist is the Saviour of tlie body.,
He " is the Head of the Church, and He is the Saviour of the body"
(Eph. v. 23). All the members of the true Church of God owe
their salvation to Him. All the members of His body were written
in His book of life, and He was so concerned about them, and so
full of love for them, that He undertook to save them from eternal
death and ruin. He loved the Church which is His body, and gave
Himself for her that He might sanctify and cleanse her, and present
her to Himself a glorious Church, not having spot or wrinkle or any
such thing. With His Own precious blood He redeemed her.
There is no other Saviour of the Church which is His body. The'
members thereof do not and can not save themselves. He, and He
alone, is the Saviour of the body. The song of the redeemed therefore is, "Salvation to our God Which sitteth upon the throne, and
unto the Lamb" (Rev. vii. 10).
Clirist has but one body, and only those who are members of His one
body can share His life and partake of His salvation. It is of the
. highest importance, therefore, to know whether I belong to this
body. Am lone of its parts ¥ Am I a member of Christ, a child

•

The Gospel Magazine

436

of God, and an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven? In his letter
to the Corinthians the Apostle says, " Ye are the body of Christ."
How did they become members of Christ's body'? The Apostle
answers the question for us. He says, "By one Spirit are we all
baptiz~d into one body, whether we be Jews .or Gentiles, whether we
bebond or free" (1 Cor. xii. 13). The Holy Spirit was poured out
upon them in regenerating power. He it was Who brought them
into living union with Christ. The body of Christ is a living body.
Each member can say, "I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me."
He has been quickened, made alive by the Spirit of life, and he
continues to live because Christ by His Spirit liveth in him. By
the baptism of the Spirit, the pouring out of the Spirit, the quickening operations of the Spirit, the sinner is made a member of Christ's
body. Not by the mere baptism of water, but by the baptism of
the .Spirit is this vital union with Christ effected. Faith in Christ
is an evidence of Divine life in the soul. It is of those who were
believers in Him that our Lord said, "lam the Vine, ye are the
branches" (John xv. 5). All believers, then, are in living and
vital union with Christ. As a branch is in vital union with a tree,
and as liJllbs are in vital union with the head of a body, so God's
people are vitally united to Christ. The Corinthians to whom Paul
addressed his letter were a people washed, sanctified, justified in the
name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God (1 Cor. vi. ll).
Have I been washed from my sins by the precious blood of Christ .?
Have I been sanctified to God the Father by the Holy Ghost?
Have I been justified through the imputed righteousness of Christ?
If s(j, I am one of those to whom it is said, " Ye are the body of
Christ, and members in particular."
The members of Christ's body are diverse tram one another. "The
body is not one member,but many" (1 Cor. xii. 14). Hence each
member has its own peculiar function. The foot, the hand, the
ear, and the eye, all have their se~arate and distinct offices. Each
member of the. body has the position which God has assigned to
him. " Now hath God set the members everyone of them in the
body, as it hath pleased Him" (1 Cor. xii. 18). All cannot occupy
~he same place, o.r. e~er~ise
the same functions, though all' are
.
.
needed to make the body complete. " If the whole body were an
eye, where were the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where
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were the smelling 1" -If each member is in the place where God has
been pleased to put him, he must be in the very best pOBBible place,
and he should be content with God's arrangement for him, and seek
to exercise with cheerfulness and devotion those functions which
appertain to his position in the mystical body of Christ. When
Paul. was a prisoner in Rome, he recognized
, that he was "the
prisoner 0/ the Lord." It was his Lord Who had arranged for him
to be a prisoner in Rome. In a secondary sense he was the prisoner
-of the Roman Emperor, but Paul looked to first causes, and instead
·.of repining over his lot he made. the most of his opportunities. He
"received all that came in unto him, preaching the kingdom of
God, and teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus
- Christ" (Acts xxviii. 30, 31).
Dear believing reader, remember this truth. YQU are where
God in His providence has placed you. Rejoice in the Lord
where you are. Be faithful to Him where you are. Glorify'
Him where you are. Think of Joseph in Potiphar's house, and
afterwards in prison. The Lord was with him in both places,
and he was faithful in the discharge of the duties assigned to
him, and "the Lord made all that he did to prosper." He
might have been idle and repining, but he recognized that God in
His ·sovereignwisdom had sent him beforehand to. Egypt, and he
having been faithful in little, the Lord exalted him and gave him
the opportunity to be faithful in much. Joseph knew that behind
the unkindness, the hatred, and the cruelty· of his brethren was the
" determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God." "It was not
you that sent me hither, but God." Let us remember, dear
children of God, that God has set us where we are in the body of
Christ, and let us seek to be faithful where He has placed us.
Another truth taught us by the inspired Apostle is that the members
0/ the body are dependent on each other. "The eye cannot say unto
the hand, I have no need of thee: nor, again, the head to the feet,
I have no need of you" (1 Cor. xii. 21). How true this is in regard
to the human body. How much the eye needs the tender treatment of the hand if some foreign body gets into it! Howmuch
the head .needs the feet if it is to be moved from one place to
another. Take another illustration. The eye beholds some
luscious fruit on a tree, and the desire is awakened to partake of it.
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To this end the hand must be put forth to pluck the fruit, and the
mouth must be used to partake of 'it ere the body's want can be
satisfied. So all the members of the body are dependent on each
other. This. is true in the Church. Even the Divine Head does
not say to the feet, "I have no need of you." The Lord Jesus is
not content to be without any member of His mystical body. He
is not complete without them. We all need each other. We
occupy different positions, but we are all needed, and we are all
dependent more orless on each other. 0 may we recognize this
truth! May we think lovingly of each other, and beware of thinking lightly of any members of Christ's body. All are valued by
Him. May we value each other!
FinaUy, think of the sympathy which the members of the body have
for each other. "Whether one member suffer, all the members
suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the members rejoice
with it" (1 Cor. xii. 26). If a thorn gets into the foot the whole
body bends
, down to render sympathetic assistance. The eye gazes
intently at the affected part, and the hand is put forth to remove
the cause of the trouble. An injured member calls forth the sympathy of the other members. On the other hand, joy fills the body
when the injury is cured and the suffering member is restored to
. wonted health. This should. be true of all the members of Christ's
mystical body. They are to be full of sympathy towards each
other. They are to " rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep
with them that weep" (Rom. xii. 15). 0 that this sympathy and
fellow-feeling were more marked among God's people!
How full of tender sympathy the Head of the body is for His
members! " No m;Ln ever yet h!tted his own flesh; but nourisheth
and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the Church: for we are memo
bers of His body, of His flesh, and of His bones" (Eph. v. 29, 30).
He doth indeed nourish and cherish His people.
"He sympathizes with our grief,
And to the sufferer sends relief."
May we, writer and readers, walk as those who are members of
His redeemed body.
THE EDITOR.

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, He saith unto the
ruler of the synagogue, Be not afraid, only believe."-.MARK v. 36.

THE haughtiness-and pride of man once asked, in attempting to set at
naught the despised Nazarene, "Do the rulers indeed know that this
is the very Christ 1 -" "Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisl\es
believed on Him 1" Thus -in their sin and blindedness they were
vainly bringing Him to the level- of man's judgment.. But with our
God, " the God of all grace," all things are possible, and distinguishing
mercy reaches :hardened hearts and transforms lives and brings them
-into willing-subjection to the feet of Jesus. Thus we have here a ruler
of. the synagogue, a great man, J airus by name, whom the salvation
of Jesus had transformed into another man. He had laid aside all his
learning, authority, and position, and in his trouble was drawn to
apply to the only One Who could help and relieve. And he draws
near in a befitting frame of mind and heart, for we read, "And when he
saw Him, he fell at His feet and besought Him greatly, saying, My
little daughter lieth at the point of death. I pray Thee, come and lay
Thy hands on her, that she may be healed, and she shall live."
This little daughter was an only one, and niuch beloved by her
father, and at twelve years of age she lay dying as the stricken, sorrow-_
ing parent makes his way to the only One Who could help and relieve.
It was probably the last resource and a desperate venture. The child
was as good as dead_ in the fat)1er's fears and anticipations.
Matthew tells how when the ruler reached Jesus, he said, " My
daughter is even now dead." The case was so hopeless, and she was
given up long ago by the doctors. But it is true that living faith has
many devices and resources. Living faith may have death upon the
promises, but holy arguments yet to ply those promises and believe
that with her God all things are possible, and nothing too hard for Him
to overcome. Faith knows how her God has infinite resources at His
command, and in holy confidence, laying her requests at His feet, will
hope yet in His mercy and ability to do according to His word. The
sorro"ing father is graciously convinced that it is only needful for
Jesus to " come and lay His hand upon her, and she shall live." Oh!
that must have gladdened the heart of Jesus to hear! He had not to
sorrow in this case, and marvel at unbelief, but rather He must have
inwardly been rejoicing in His Own work of living, justifying faith.
Meanwhile He will try it. Gracious faith must oft be in the crucible.
The Refiner's furnace must needs prove between spurious and genuine,
between nature and faith, between what is human and what Divine.
That is why, dear children of God, you and I are so often and so constantly in the fires of afRiction. That is why we must be tried as by
fire, tha.t the dross may be consumed and the gold he refined. "That
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the trial of your faith, being much more p,recious than of gold that
perisheth, might be found unto praise and' honour and glory at the
appearing of Jesus Christ."
The ruler's faith is thus to be tested arid tried. He had gained the
sympathizing Ear and Heart of the Compassionate Man Who went
about doing good, and Who was ever re,.dy to heal and help. So Soon
as He had heard the urgent appeal of Jairus, we read, " And Jesus went
.with him." Oh, how well we feel it'to be when Jesus goes with us in
the way! It is all sunshine then Oil our pathway! All the clouds
seem gone, and we forget all the past sorrows in the present joy when
He Hi,tfiself is with us. But how soon we find the scene all changed,
and ·are called to mourn an absent Lord or a Lord Who is never in
haste. Who may, as He did on hearing of the death of His friend
.Lazarus, abide two days in the place where He was. Now He is
·detained on His way with the ruler. The people followed and thronged
Him. Donbtless there were many with hearts as full of sorrow and
need as was the ruler's. Jesus was ever surrounded by sick and sorrowful, needy and dying .people. Amongst the crowd was a poor woman,
who had" suffered many things of many physicians" for twelve years.
Who had" spent all her living" on doctors and was nothing bettered,
but rather grew worse.
.
Is not this just a picture of the poor, heavy-laden sinner, who seeks
every other remedy but the. one and only right one, and who, as a last
reSource and hope applies to .the One Who from the first was the Only
.Remedy? Jesus is ready to save and to heal, but it is not until the
needy one has been convinced that" none hut Jesus can do helpless
sinners good." Then' the .voice is so welcome,
U

Come hither, soul; I am the Way /'

and we learn after painful and futile wanderings how there is but one
Way-that by Jesus, Who Himself declared, "I am the Way, the
'1 ruth, and the Life; no man cometh unto the Father bllt by
Me."
This poor woman had heard of Jesus. She would hear that He was
doing miracles unlike any other ; that none he"led anc\ cured as He
did, and that He was granting His favours and blessings not only efficaciously, but" without money and without price." So in her distress
and extremity, "she came in the press behind, and touched His garment. For she said, If I may but liQuch His clothes I shall be whole."
And she was! "And straightway the fountain of het blood was
dried up; and she felt in her body that she was healed of that plague."
Oh, children of God, have you read your own case here? Has yours
been as desperate a· venture, a Divinely-inspired resolution? Oh!
what a blessed afterward if the day of your trouble is the day of your
venturing your all upon Christ; and waiting only upon Him, and believ.ing that if you can as it were but touch even the hem of :gis garment
.you will be· made whole.
There. is no failure; no uncertainty, no refusal. It must be an
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answer of peace from the Heart of Him Who all the time had" thoughts
of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end."
" And Jesus, immediately knowing in Himself that virtue had gone
out of Him, turned Him about in the press, and said, Who touched My
clothes? "
Virtue means His inherent power. And if virtue was perceived by
Jesus to have" gone out" of Himself, it had as assuredly entered this
poor woman, and brought her instant healing and restoration after long
years of suffering.
"Who touched Me!" Ah! Who, indeed, but little and living
faith. The throng understood not this. "His disciples said unto
Him, Thou seest the multitude thronging Thee, and sayest Thou, Who
touched Me ?" The multitude may throng, but it is living faith alone
that touches.
'
" And He looked round about to see her that had done this thing."
The Eye of Jesus sought her out of the multitude. The Heart of Jesus
met her heart. The virtue and life of the Divine Healer had restored
her soul, and she was overcome with gladness and joy, mixed with fear
and trembling. But it was filial fear now. She did not seek to get
away from Him. "She came and fell down bjlfore Him, and told Him
all the truth," and He sent her on her way with those glad and .tender
words, " Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole. Go in peace, and
be whole of thy plague." Thus we find, dear children of God, that the
Lord does not overlook any of His children. You and I may get into
very low water, and think how others seem to be getting the blessing,
and we go mourning all our days. But the Lord has His Eye and His
tender Heart of pity upon us in all our low places, and there is a moment
fixed when He will visit our hearts with His salvation and set us at
liberty. Afflictions are appointed to us, and temptations are not a few'
which try us. These are appointed to exercise the faith of His people,
but in the end to prove what a God is ours! "I will leave in the midst
of thee a poor and' affiicted people, and they shall trust in the Lord."
It is His office to suBtain them and to fulfil His Promise, " and call
upon Me in the day of trouble, I wiII deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify
Me."

But we have seen how all this happened on the way with Jairus to
his home where his little daughter lay dying. The faith of this' dear
man was being as sorely tried as was the faith of the woman who had
in her desperate case ventured upon His healing virtue and mercy.
How disturbed the father's heart must have been! Oh, that Jesus
would hasten and quicken His pace! Oh, that the multitude would
not throng and impede His progress! And then this woman to further
deter Him, whilst the life breath was fast· ebbing out of his little
daughter! But delays are not denials. Faith must be tried, and
gracious faith can afford to wait. It can even be brought to expiring
point, to be inspired and rekindled; but it nev.er dies, being Divine.
" While He yet spake, there came from the ruler of the synagogu.e's
house, certain which said, Thy daughter is dead; why troublest thou
29
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the Master any further ~ AB soon as Jesus heard the word that was
spoken, He saith unto the ruler of the synagogue, Be not afraid, only
believe."
" As soon"! Oh, how ready to sympathize and cheer was Jesus!
He knew all this would take place. He knew the child must die. He
knew how He would exercise the heart of the fond father, and presently
show him the glory of God! He knew hrow the trial of Jairus's faith,
being precious, would be found unto praise and honour and glory afterward. Meanwhile the exercised heart was feeling only the trial of it..
He knew the many thoughts that would arise in his heart, and He read
all the fears there. But the grace of faith would stand the test. He
that feareth God with that filial, childlike trust, shall come forth of all
his trials, and rejoice in the God of salvation, the God of deliverances,
the God Who, as its Divine Author, honours the faith of His children.
They go into the furnace as dross, but they come forth as gold purified
seven tinles. Happy is the man that endureth the chastening Hand
of his God! His God seeth not as man seeth. He reads the heart and
knows all the evil workings therein, all the needs be for the laying low
and the trying and testing. Impatient we may be. We may chafe
and fret and murmur and rebel at the trials, but the Lord will not
leave us. His patience with us is Divine as Hinlself, and our mercy is
that He will not give us up. He will not fail nor be disappointed of
His end for us. He will assuredly do us good and get to Himself all the
glory. May grace bind our hearts and curb our wayward, restless wills,
to wait and wait only for His appearing, and keep us meanwhile content,
assured that our God's tinle for deliverance will be the right moment;
not a moment sooner and not a moment later than He has seen well and
best for His tried child.
"He touched my restless heart, and all was still,
And I was just content to wait His will.
He told me how I yet should surely see
That He had planned the very best for meCould I not trace His love in all the past?
Well might I know all would be right at lastAh! blessed, soothing touch! 'tis His, I know,
No other hand could ever touch me so.
The longings, and the achings, and the pain,
But meet that touch, and all is calm again.
He touched me first, when I was full of sin,
For I have heard Him, saying, 'Be thou clean.'
And then He touched my eyes that I might see
His beauty, which eclipsed all else for me.
Without His tender touch, my hands by turn
Hang idle or with restless fever burn;
That touch alone can loose the speechless tongue,
So that His endless praises may be sung.
And so I need His touches day by day,
Earth's fevers and earth's fears to take away:
To bid the wanderings &Dd the doubtings cease,
And fill me with His own unclouded pea<l!>."
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Oh! children of God, quarrel not with the trial of your faith!
Think of the ·certain end, and rest in the sure and certain blessing
which must result, for" as for God, His way is perfect."
You would not change your lot with any who is not in the Divine
secret, in spite of all your trials and bitter crosses. Think of the differ·
ence of examples in this veq chapter under our consideration. The
Gadarenes "began to pray Him to depart out of their coasts" when
they saw how He had driven the unclean spirits out of him that was
possessed of them. They had no desire after Him. His miracles fHled
them with fear. Their consciences, hard and seared, were filled with
remorse at the wonderful doings of this Perfect Man. They will not
have this man to reign over them. They cry, " Depart from us."
Now see the sweet and gracious contrast. The man healed and in
his right mind" besought Jesus that he might be with Him."
The ruler of the synagogue in his domestic sorrow applies himself to
Jesus, the Divine Healer and alone Helper. The woman diseased
argues by holy faith, "If I may but touch the hem of His garment I
shall be whole." Oh! living faith never misjudges her God! Never
miscarries. She is actuated by holy art and gracious ingenuities; and
where she cannllt fall before His feet, she will creep behind to touch
but the hem of His garment; yet in every case she is never disappointed.
Gracious faith in the heart has many ways of working; she is very
persevering; though she thinks she is at e~:piring point, yet she is not
to be thwarted. She will take no refusal, and she knows, however
prolonged the ,trial, that she will hear God's" thoughts of peace, and.
not of evil," pronounced upon her: "Go in peace, and be whole of thy
plague." "Be not afraid, only believe!" In the one case a diseased
body is restored; in the other a dead child given back to her father and
mother. Your case and mine may be just as desperate, dear reader,
but with our God all things are possible! "He hateth putting away."
"He cannot deny Himself." He i~ the God of the impossible. Man's
extremity He makes His gracious opportunity.
R.
" THE late venerable and godly Dr. Archibald Alexander, of Prince·
ton, United States, had been a preacher of Christ for sixty years, and a
professor of divinity for forty. He died on the 22nd October, 1851.
On his death·bed he was heard to say to a friend, , All my theology is
reduced to this narrow compass-Jesus Christ came into the world to
save sinners.' "-Feathers for Arrows.
"IF it be admitted that the work of the Spirit is as essential to
salvation as the work of Christ, an atonement for all brings no one
nearer to the Kingdom of God; for without the sovereign efficacious
work of the Spirit, there is an absolute impossibility of a sinner's
salvation, ·so that your opening a door of hope for all is only uncovering
a grave that the dead may come forth; . it is lighting a candle that
the blind may see; it is opening a door for a man without legs to
walk·out of prison."-J. A. Haldane, "Lives of the Haldanes," p. 605.
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Sermonl:l anb N ottl:l of .$nmonl:l.
TRIED FAITH.
NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. A. J. DAY, ·M.A., AT
ST. MARY-LE-PORT, BRISTOL, THURSDAY, Nov. 8TH, 1917.

" Oompassed about with so great a cloud of

witnesSes."-HEBREWS

xii. 1.

WE noticed something about these witnesses spoken of in the text last
. week. And God has not left this " great cloud of witnesses" for nothing in His Word. Let us consider a portion of their testimony, God
helping us.
Let us go back to Abraham. You find in verse 17 of the previous
chapter, " By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac," etc.
(17-19). You remember the incident recorded in the Old Testament
is here introduced. We read in Genesis xxii. 1, that" it came to pass
after these things, God did tempt Abraham." It was after these things.
Abraham had been tempted many times before. God had tempted
him much; tried him, put him to the test. He had let him see how
little or how great his faith was, according to the circumstances,_ and
He had tried him very, very much. You and I would have thought
that then God would put far from him further trial, and reward, encourage, and bless his much tried faith. God did; but not in the way that
you or -I should have thought. God's ways are not our ways. But
you know God's ways are always right, and our ways are always wrong.
Well, He tempted Abraham. He did not tempt him in the way we
understand. He did not tempt His servant to sin. Gbd is not the
Author of sin; but He tries you and tries me if we are His children. If
we are His people, He chastens, scourges, tries us. We may think He
sometimes tries us beyond our faith, and He tries us beyond our understanding. See it here! "He that had received the promise." Oh!
how Abraham had waited for that promise and its performance. Faith,
deeply exercised in waiting, still held on, and " Is anything too hard for
the Lord 1" Abraham and Sarah would say, " Of course not," but
when they were left alone, what must they have thought 1 In any
case, Abraham had" received the promises." You notice it is in the
plural. Isaac, the promised child, was given after long waiting and
trial of faith; and now when everything appeared to be going smoothly,
and there was a culminating of joy and blessing, then it is that God
steps in and tries Abraham's faith; and when God tries faith, He does try
it! He tried Joseph's faith in a prison. He tries ours, till we come
to this conclusion, "Well, we have got some faith to be tried, even the
faith of God's elect." Yes. He tried Abraham; told him to take- his
only son and offer him up! God only tells you and me a little at a
time; here a little and there a little; line upon line; precept upon
precept. He doesn't tell us all at once, but quite enough for us to go
upon. Step by step He led His servant on. And presently He says,
" I will show you the mountain. You make all the preparation." And
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Abraham did so. It was wonderful faith, but the reason of it being
wonderful was that it was God's faith, and so Divine. It was the
faith of God's elect. The faith that God makes,. produces; and gives;
aud He keeps it alive. ,He never lets it die, but He makes it to increase
and grow by testing it. This is a wonderful incident! We know little
about it; and every time we read it Qver we, as it were, discover fresh
light, new lessons and teaching and comfort. Abraham had to learn
'what you and I have to learn, that is, to trust God, to believe in Him,
and, not to donbt in any respect! Of course God' gave Abraham
faith according to his day, and He, gives it you and me thus. If He's
going to try you and me as He did Abraham, He will give you needful
grace, all that is necessary to meet the trial. Don't be afraid whether
you will hold out under persecutions, and be faithful to the end. It
will be according to your day that your God will deal with you. I
suppose, even our own brave men and bishops who suffered martyrdom
were not different from us, but when ,the time came, God gave them
faith according to their need; and He will do the same for you and me
according to OUT need.
Well, Abraham bound his son upon the altar, and all under the
Divine command. His power was manifested in the whole procedure.
We see that Abraham was able to take his son, and bind him, and that
upon lsaac's part there was no remonstrance! Isaac said, "My
father, behold the fire and the wood; where is the lamb for a burnt
offering 1" But Abraham never spoke a word more than, "My son,
God will provide Himself a lamb," etc., thinking that Isaac was th~
lamb chosen and selected!
We can't enter into Abraham's feelings as he took the knife in his
hand, saying to himself, "This is what my Father', my God, my Creator,
has told me to do." ReaS<\n might have argued this is contrary to ,the
love of God, but Abraham believed God, and was convinced in his mind
" that God was able to raise him up even from the dead." What was
going to be done with " the promises" 1 God's promises cannot fail !
And yet here is the knife in the hand, and still Abraham feels God is
able to raise him from the dead. "Is anything too hard for the Lord 1 "
" Too hard" for anybody else!' But not "too hard" for his God!
Just at the last moment, as he was about to slay his son, God comes
m. God always is in time, to the very instant. He is never before
His time, and He is never behind His time. "Abraham! stay now
thine hand." ." Now I know that thou fearest God," etc. Didn't
God know it before 1 Yes, but He rewarded his much·tried faith.
You and I would give a ~reat deal for this to be said of ours. How
often God answers our greatest fears when we have been led to cast
them into His gracious keeping. You and I may think Abraham saw
in all this the wonderful type of the sacrificial death of the Lord Jesus
Christ. But lsaac really represents the Church of Christ freed by the
Ram caught in the thicket. Cllrist instead of the Church of the living
God, and that is the Gospel! That is salvation!
But we are speaking of the faith of Abraham. It was marvellous!
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If you and I have Divinely-given faith, what difficulty cannot you and
I surmount; what extremity cannot we be delivered from! The
more we trust Him, the more must we see what He can do. You can't
trust Him without involving His honour to appear for you and to do
as He has promised on your behalf. Thus He honoured Abraham's
faith, and the great part of the triumph of the faith of Abraham was
that" he had received the promises," which, instead of being fulfilled,
appeared as if they wer~ about to be cancelled. Ah! we are children
of reason as well as of faith. Reason may conjecture, think, and
argue, instead of remembering what God says and what He is. We
dwell on our troubles, till at last we get into a 'corner; but we have to
come out and cast ourselves at the feet of Him Who will never cast us
out, nor cast us off, nor cast away the prayer of His people. So much
for Abraham. Don't be afraid. Trust in Him. He is J ehovah, the
Rock of Ages. So trust Him whether things be dark or bright. He
never varies nor changes, and the Rock of Ages never Clumbles nor
gives way beneath us. Abraham would say to us, "I trusted God,
and He'brought me through, and He blessed me beyond all my expectations." "In the mount of the Lord it shall be seen." Yes, we must not
forget these great trials and difficulties, which assume such proportions, that it is in the mount of God that it shall be seen! God has
caused the mount to be raised up to show what God can and will do.
It is worth a great deal to stand still and see what God can do! Whatever your trial is, whatever your circumstances are, dear child of God,
take this truth home to your heart, "the Lord will provide." He
always has, and He always will. Why! To take no better growld
than this, a man is said to be worse than an infidel who provides not
for his children! In all reverence I say it, if our Heavenly Father
provide not for His children, what could we say 1 But we know that
He does, He will, and that He will never forsake nor fail us. He may
lead you into and through great difficulties and straits in order to
make His power known, and to increase our little bit of faith, but He
does things worthy of Himself and to the ultimate comfort, peace, and
well-being of His exercised children.

R.

THE APPLE TREE AND THE FIG TREE.
" All have sinned "-" The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth..us from all
sin. "-ROMANS iii. 23; 1 JOHN i. 7.
" I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul ~hall be 10yful. in .My God;
for He hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, He hath covered
me with the robe of righteousness."-IsAIAH Ixi. 10.

" I RAISED thee up under the apple tree" (S. S. viii. 5). "When thou
wast under the fig tree, I saw thee" (John i. 48). Between these two
lie the epitome of the GospeL Both are the words of the Lord Jesus
Ghrist. May the Holy Spirit reveal some helpful thoughts to us
while we put together these passages' about the apl'le tree and the fig
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tree. We need not touch on the ordinary ground constantly dwelt on,
viz., that the fig tree represents the Jewish nation in the Scriptures.
Being an accepted fact, we will take up other points.
Let us commence with the first question in the Word of God, spoken
by Himself, as it is connected with these two trees. "Where art
thou 1 " the Lord God asked Adam. The question still holds good
for every son of Adam. It will be heard and answered by every chosen
son of God. Ah, man, where art thou in thy first estate, where art
thou in thy birth by nature, where art thou in thy original condition 1
" Under the apple tree" verily! Defying thy God, disobeying His
laws, desiring the fruit forbidden. And what happens to thee there 1
We go from the sin of "the apple tree" to the safety of the" fig
leaves "-as we think. But 'it is vain. Well may guilty nature sayassuredly guilty nature will say, when roused by the Spirit's call-" I
heard Thy Voice . . . and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I
hid myself." Ma!"s place at first was in innocent prosperity but
within the realm of temptation. He chose the place of sin and death.
Man fell in Adam, and cannot now regain his innocence save through
the sinlessness of another. "I have found a Ransom, deliver him"
who hides in IvIy Son, is the forgiving language of God the Father;
" Come unto Me" is the reconciling.language of God the Son; "Come"
is also the attractive language of God the Spirit. But ere man will
" come" to Him Who says, "Deliver," he would fain first halt under
the fig tree. He begins by trying to hide in his own self-made, selffancied righteousness. When Adam discovered his lost integrity, he .
set about to replace it himself, "they sewed fig leaves together and
made themselves aprons." Seemingly that flimsy, fumbling sewing,
that fig leaf covering, did not satisfy him or ease his fear. For even
after he had accomplished it, he still declared himself" afraid." " Where
art thou 1 " asked his Creator's Voice, penetrating right to his hidingplace. "And he said, I heard Thy Voice in the garden, and I was
afraid because I was naked; and I hid myself." He was not hidden,
for God found him. "When thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee."
Dear reader, are you hidden or found 1 "Afraid" and hidden,or
found and safe 1 It is one or the other with you. Or rather you are
hidden in one of two places. Hidden in self·righteousness, and therefore in danger-for" all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags," in
God's sight; or you are hidden in the Rock of Ages, and therefore safe.
Let your own conscience answer which. Are your sins hidden by the'
blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, and have you come to Him asking for'
penitence and forgiveness 1 Have you ever prayed, " Create in me a
clean heart, 0 God; and renew a right spirit within me "1 " I was
afraid, so I hid myself." Everyone must feel this fear sooner or later,
here or hereafter. If by the work of the Spirit we are roused to it in
life, we shall not feel it after death. For when the Spirit rouses this
godly fear, He goes on to reveal the Saviour to liS, and causes us to hide
in Him for safety. But if in this life we refuse the Voice of Him that
speaketh, we shall take that awful place of fear after death and desire
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to hide. It will be too late then. Now we may hide by faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ. After death, at the day of judgment, it will be
vain to cry to the rocks to fall on us to hide us, when the God of
judgment arises to shake terribly the earth. Oh! sinner, may you be
warned in time. "Call ye upon Him while He is near, and He will
abundantly pardon."
"I heard Thy Voice in the garden," Adam answered the Lord in
Eden. "God hath heard the voice of the lad where he is," the Angel
assured Hagar in the wilderness. Adam was not safe in Eden, he fell
there. The believer is quite safe in the wildemess, the Lord hears him
there and restores him to life. He leads him safely through the wilderness from grace to glory. Ishmael was "in the wilderness of Beersheba." What part of it? Perchance iu the same place where Adam
was found-" under" a fig tree. For Hagar was a fugitive. "And
she cast the child under one of the shrubs." She cast him there to die.
There, "where he (was)" the voice of the lad was heard by God.
When the Lord by His Spirit calls man, he hears-Ad am "heard"
that call. When man cries out in penitence to God, He hears too.
"God heard the voice of the lad." Hagar" cast" him down, and
"said, Let llle not see the death of the child "-" And God opened
her eyes, and she saw a well of water" instead. The" water"
restored "the lad " to life. He was " cast out" before he was raised
up. He was "cast out" by Sarah, by circumstances,. by human
jealousy. Sarah" said unto Abraham, cast out this bondwoman and
her son." Yet God permitted it, for" God said unto Abraham . . .
in all that Sarah hath said . . . hearken." But the Lord raised him
up in spite of Sarah's casting out. Ishmael lived in spite of Hagar's
despair. She was both hard up and hemmed in. How often we are
the same before our Covenant-keeping J ehovah shows us deliverance!
Hagar was hard up--she saw no help for it but to let " the lad" die;
hemmed in, God had appointed life for the lad. He was "cast out"
by man, but raised up by God. (Gen. xxi.)
Now notice the wording of Scripture. Hagar cast Ishmael "under
one of the shrubs." Exactly. So with you, so with me. Many a
child of God appears to be "cast out" for the time being. So the
Angel reassured Hagar, " God bath heard the voice of the lad where he
i.'I." Adam and Ishmael and Natbanael and you and I were all in the
vicinity of danger. To remain there must terminate in death. Again,
the very fruit of shrubs is commonly dangerous, a deadly fruit. The
fruit of nature's" apple tree" is deadly too. Adam immediately hid
himself after partaking. He knew that he had tampered with danger
and <leath. So he betook himself to another" shrub," a fig tree, but
he found it no safer. After all, he could not hide himself from the
presence of God. He had to be found and" raised up" by the Trinity,
for his" fig leaves" were as death-tainted as his " apple tree."
Let us turn next to Nathanael's state. The Lord Jesus saw him in
the same place- in New Testament days. "Whence knewest Thou
me ?" asked the man in amazement. And the Divine answer came
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with startling conviction, "When thou wast under the fig tree, I saw
thee" (John i. 45-48) We can neither hide nor cover or find ourselves. So the Saviour began at .the very beginning;' and did all for
us-" When thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee." . We 'were
seen before we turned to Him, and called when we had hidden from
Him. It was in our absolutely lost condition that the Lord God
appeared to us. He knew both where we were and what we were
doing. We were unconsciously sleeping the sleep of death until the
Voice of God arrested us. Trying to hide, we might be, from very
fear, yet was it of no avail. Because the Lord God found us as He
found Adam;' He "heard" us as He heard Ishmael; He" saw" us
as .He saw Nathanael. There is no evading and no escaping when the
Heavenly Shepherd seeks His straying sheep. We shall be brought" up
from the wilderness leaning upon (our) Beloved," having been safely
kept in His safe keeping (S. of S. viii. 5). "He led them forth by the
right way," and that a very safe one, every step of the wilderness
journey, albeit they feared and fainted and faltered, yea, many a time!
Lastly, let us contrast the Divine and the human robing. The
human was. hopelessly foolish and helpletlSly futile; "they sewed fig
leaves together, and made themselves aprons." Jehovah Himself substituted this with the "skins" of Divinely slain animals. Blessed
type of the Divine Substitute immediately provided by promise.
" I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto Me." The
Lord Jesus Christ submitted to be "li~ed up," that He might raise
us up. Three times the Saviour was" lifted up from the earth." He.
was" lifted up " on the cross, He was " lifted up " out of the tomb.
He was ." lifted up" when He ascended to Heaven. They" put on
Him a scarlet robe" (Matt. xxvii. 28), that He might put on us a
white one. "Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white
as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool."
Times are dark; we are wp-s.k, and our foes are strong..These things
make the Christian long with increasing longing to lay down the
weapons, to put off the armour, and to quit the battle-field. Oh! to
find ourselves at Home with our Captain, and know the warfare over!
Well, beloved, it will come in His time. Then the rest and the rejoicing
will be perfect. Let us use all our powers now, strengthened by His
Spirit, to usher in His kingdom and to hasten the day of His coming.
Then, as a blood-washed, white-robed throng, we shall see Him as He
is. "I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with Thy likeness."
" We long to pass within the veil, inside the Presence Chamber
Of Him Whom we have known and loved, and find in Him no
stranger!

We long to cease from grieving Him with evil thoughts unspoken;
For Him to close the endless strife with laws so often broken. .
We long to see our Well Beloved, and stand with Him for ever,
Where sorrow shall not find a place, nor sin, nor parting never."
-(E. C. B.l

Clapron, E.5.

ELEANOR CONYERS BOWEIl.
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PEACE AND VICTORY.

" Peace I leave with you, My peace I gire unto you,' not as the world
giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let
. it be afraid. "-JOHN x.iv. 27.

IN these days of national stress and anxiety consequent upon the
terrible war in which our nation and the greater part of the world are
engaged, the hearts of all true Britons are filled with a longing desire
for victory over our enemies and for peace established upon a right
basis.
.
In this world's warfare peace cannot be concluded until victory over
the enemy has been obtained, but in spiritual warfare God's order
is-peace first, and then victory through our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ, beautifully expressed by good John Kent :U

Peace, by His CroBs, hath Jesus made,

The Church's everlasting Head;
O'er hell and sin hath victory won,
And with a shout to glory gone."
See our Lord's words to His disdples quoted a~ the heading of this
articl~, and the testimony of the Holy Spirit by the Apostle Paul in
1 Cor. xv. 54-57: "So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be
brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in
victory. 0 death, where is thy sting 1 0 grave, where is thy victory 1
The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But
thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus
Cprist."
Poignant sorrow and anxiety owing to the sufferings and deaths of
thousands of Great Britain's manhood, as well as of all the nations
engaged in this fearhll and solellll1ly portentous conflict, are shared
by all-elect and reprobate, but not by all alike spiritually, for the
"remnant according to the election of grace" are favoured by the
power and blessing of God the Holy Ghost to see by the eye of faith
the fulfilment of the decrees of J ehovah-Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost, as revealed in the Scriptures of truth.
Although the reason for Great Britain entering upon the war was
right, viz., that of honourably standing by our treaty with France to
uphold the independence of Belgium, yet as a nation we are guilty
of departing from our Reformation privileges and blessings, and ·from
the paths of righteousness, of consorting with the enemies of the Lord
and of His people, of trusting in an arm of flesh, of desecrating the
Lord's Day, of heresies and idolatry which abound on every hand,
and Jehovah, the almighty Ruler of the destinies of nations, is not
acknowledged by the greater part of the masses of the people.
Our rulers, in sending an envoy to the Pope of Rome, the head of
that abominable conspiracy against the peace and prosperity of
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nations under its domination, are verily guilty of contravening the
Ptotestant constitution of out nation, and of persistently pursuing
a policy inimical to the best interests of our country nationally.
Defection from the principles of true Christianity which God merci·
fully gave to Great Britain by the Reformation, and sealed by the
blood of the godly martyrs, has been succeeded by an unrighteous
peace made with "the rulers of the darkness of this world."
All these things, under the garb of peace and liberty of conscience,
have combined to undennine the blessings of the Protestant faith,
resulting in libertinism, idolatry, and innumerable evils socially and
nationally.
Surely God's people have ill requited Him for graciously delivering
them from the cruel tyranny and thraldom of the Papacy. Like
Israel of old, "we have sinned with our fathers, we have committed
iniquity, we have done wickedly" (Psa. cvi. 6).
In an especial manner God's children, like Israel of old, have grievously
sinned against light and knowledge, incurring the displeasure of the
Almighty. "For the house of Israel and the house of Judah have
dealt very treacherously against Me, saith the Lord" (Jer. v. 11).
" The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their
IDeans: and My people love to have it so: and what will ye do in
the end thereof! " (Jer. v. 31).
After all this departure from the paths of righteousness the Lord
asks the solemn question, "What will ye do in the end thereof! "
Oh, that the chosen of God in Christ Jesus IDay pray for the Holy.
Spirit to unite their hearts in supplications to our Heavenly Father
for the gifts of repentance and humility, and that in all their petitions
at the throne of;;race on behalf of our nation they would cry to Him
to graciously give us victory over our cruel enemies, and to establish
peace in righteousness, giving to us pardon for our forgetfulness and
forsaking of Him! "But J eshurun waxed fat, and kicked: thou
art waxen fat, thou art grown thick, thou art covered with fatness;
then he forsook God which made him, and lightly esteemed the Rock
of his salvation" (Deut. Xl!.xii. 15).
Oh, that God would awaken our rulers and the nation to a realization
of our needs spiritually and nationally, and to an acknowledgment of
Jehovah the Almighty Ruler. Oh, that He would cause them to
cease from depending upon an arm of flesh, and to look up to Him
to be with us to overcome our enemy and to fight our battles. "With
him is an arm of flesh; but with us is the Lord our God to help us,
and to fight our battles. And the people rested themselves upon
the words of Hezekiah, king of Judah " (2 Chron. xxxii. 8). May the
children of. the living God be led.by the sweet constraint" of the Holy
Spirit to praise and glorify Him for the great blessing that in our land
" there is a remnant according to the election of grace," for our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ declares of His people that" Ye are the
salt of the earth," and "Ye are the light of the. world."
In this world the child of God experiences a continual spiritual
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warlare- and a path of tribulation. Foes from within and foes from
without. beset the Christian.. See our Lord's gracious words: "These
things have I spoken unto you, that in Me ye might have peace. In
the world ye shall have tribulation: but. be of good cheer; I have
overcome the world" (John xvi. 33).
This conflict is graphically described by Hart.in his matchless hymn
entitled, " The Paradox" :"How strange is the course that a Christian must steer!
. How perplext is the path he must tread!
The hope of his happiness rises from fear,
And his life he receives from the dead.
His fairest pretensions must wholly be waived,
And his best resolutions be crost;
Nor can he expect to be perfectly saved,
Till he finds himself utterly lost.
When all this is done, and his heart is assured
Of the total remission of sins;
When his pardon is signed, and his peace is procured,
From that moment his conflict begins."
" For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities,
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against
spiritual wickedness in high places" (Ephes. vi. 12).
. Peace, perfect peace, is secured to the Lord's chosen eternally in
the covenant of grace, through the everlasting love of God our Heavenly
Father in Christ Jesus and the sanctification of God the Holy Ghost.
" Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord
Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of .the
everlasting covenant. Make you perfect in every good work to do
His will, working in you that which is well pleasing in His sight,
through Jesus Christ; to Whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen"
(Heb. xiii. 20, 21).
This glorious peace "passeth all understanding" and "shall keep
[garrison or guard] your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus"
(Phi!. iv. 7).
And when the Lord has gathered in all His elect, then the full chorus
of VICTORY will be sung by the hosts of the redeemed. "And I saw
as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire: and them that had gotten
the victory over the beast, and over his image, and over his mark,
and over the number of his name, stand on the sea of glass, having
the harps of God. And they sing the song of Mo.scs the servant of
God, and the song of the Lamb, saymg, Great and marvellous are
Thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are Thy ways, Thou
King of saints" (Rev. xv. 2, 3).
23, Plympton Road,
London, N. W. 6, June, 1918.

EBENEZER CUR.
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JACOB'S SONS AND MOSES' TRIBES.

IX.
"Naphtali is a hind let loose; he giveth goodly words." "And of
Naphtali he said, 0 Naphtali, satisfied with favour, and full with
the blessing of the Lord: possess thou the west and .the south."GENESIS xlix. 21; DEUTERONOMY xxxiii. 23.

To begin with, can we do better than give a brief extract from that
eminent man of truth, Dr. Hawker, on the 22nd Psalm 1 viz.," Is not
Christ discoverable in the very title of this Psalm 1 For who is the
Hind of the Morning but Jesus 1 Aiieleth Shakar means Hind of the
Morning, and is so rendered in the margin of our old Bibles.. Sweet
thought! Jesus was so from the everlasting morning, when set up
from everlasting! And when in time, was he not hunted and slaughtered by the dogs here spoken of in this Psalm 1 See Song viii. 14."
In the eternal counsel and thoughts of God's heart-peace to all His
Elect in Christ Jesus-His going forth is prepared as the morning;
and He shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto
the earth.. The Sun of Righteousness coming out of His chamber,
rejoicing as a strong man to run a race. So-IS

He ra.n outright

So

sa.ving race,

For those who unto death Him chase."
All the time the dear Redeemer dwelt in the land of Zabulon (Nazareth),
in the obscurity of Joseph and Mary's dwelling, the Holy Spirit, with
one exception, has drawn a veil over His goodly words, and yei the'
words spoken in that one instance at Jerusalem, " Wist ye not that I
must be about My Father's business 1" were they not goodly 'words 1
Were they not a reaffirming of Isaiah xlix. 5, 6, and Isaiah Iv. 4, 51
But when the time came for Him to come forth out of that obscurity
into the land of Nepthalim, then, indeed, we find the fulfilment of
Isaiah I. 4, "The Lord God hath given me the tongue of the learned,
that I should know how to speak a word in season to him that is
weary": for in and all around that country given to Naphtali, were
given to the men of His generation those goodly words which many
prophets and kings desired to hear, but heard them not. Words sounded
in the ears of the people of Bethsaida and Chorazin a privilege that
exalted them to heaven, and a privilege contemned that brought them
down to hell. So also it fell out to the men of Antioch who contemned,
opposed, and put away from them the goodly words of Paul, when in·
their synagogue he testified of Christ and of the salvation that is in
Him with eternal glory; being then, as now to-day, to some, a savour
of life unto life; and to others, of death unto death (Matt. xiii. 11 ;
Acts xiii. 42, 46). What goodly words were those He spake in the ears
of the fishermen of Lake Tiberius! "Follow ]\{e, and I will make you
fishers of men." To Nathanael, "When th\lu wast under the fig tree I saw thee." "Thou shalt see greater things than these." He spake
goodly words also when He said, " All that the Father giveth Me shall
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come to Me; and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out."
Surely, if His words enlighten, strengthen, deliver, help, and uphold
such poor, such spiritually poor and needy sinners as have for themselves, from time to time, so proved them, they must be goodly wr.rds_
He must be also a true witness who said, " Never man spake like this
man." Yea, were these not goodly words which were addressed to His
great adversary Satan: "It is written, It is written, It is written:
Get thee hence" 1 So in reference to all writers and preachers to-day
who, either like the papists add to, or like the Socinians take away from,
His goodly words given us in the whole and entire canon of holy Scripture, there is written that solemn denunciation at the close of the
Bible which they will find to be for ever settled in heaven.
But if His words, as "a teacher come from God," are the most
gracious and encouraging to weary, heavy-laden sinners-yea, as apples
of gold in pictures of silver,-so are His words spoken to His Eternal
Father, as given in the 17th chapter of John. And here would I pause
and ask-Is there anything contrary to Christ's goodly words in that
longest and most excellent 17th Article of the Church of England 1
Why, then, do so many that eat her bread hate it and rise up against
it 1 Why is it true that in their hearts is found a wish, and in their
hands is found an endeavour, to set it aside 1 (Psalm ii. 3; Ixxix. 1.)
As the heavens declare the glory of God in creation, and the firmament
His handiwork therein, so, by and by, shall the higher heavens bear
witness and testify to the efficacy of His goodly words, spoken in
sovereign mercy and sovereign grace to the people of His pasture and
the sheep of His hand. "My sheep," saith He, " hear My voice, and
I give unto them eternal life."
It was after the mighty angel, clothed with a cloud and a rainbow
upon his head (Rev. x.), had given forth a little book open, which I take
to be the Word of God so long before shut up and withheld by the
papacy, but again given by the special and marvellous grace and
illumination of the Holy Spirit to dispel the errors of " That wicked,"
by the instrumentality of Calvin, Luther, Knox, and King Edward VI.,
that the seven thunders (vv. 3, 4) uttered their voices. These voices
represent the Pope and his satellites, who, seeing their Dagon falling,
gave forth their voices in the decrees of the Council of Trent, cursing
the Gospel. But, however high in the esteem of men and devils, from
that day to this, we find they are of no account with God, or those
taught of God. They are sealed up by God to do no more mischief
to His saints than His wisdom and providence shall suffer, and the
author of their perverse words shall shortly be sealed up in the bottomless pit into which he is to be cast.
Joseph of old, in so many things a type of Christ, nor less so in
" giving goodly words," said to his astonished and troubled brethren,
"Behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin, that
it is my mouth that speaketh unto you." "And ye shall tell my
father of all my glory in Egypt." So likewise we shall tell of Christ's
glory in putting away our sins by the sacrifice of Himself.
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"We'll tell the F"ther in that d"y,
And Thou shalt witness what we s"y,
I

We're clean, Just God" we're clean!

I "

Did Joseph say, "every man go out from me" 1 So," Jesus, seeing
the multitudes, went up into a mountain, and when He was set His
disciples came unto Him, and He opened His mouth and taugh~ them,
saying, Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven; " to which and all other His goodly words Peter bore witness
that they were the words of etemal life. Where all are alike goodly,
holy, and true, we cannot mention any to the setting aside or disparagement of the others, but we would desire never to lose sight of these:
" It is finished," and, " Learn of Me, for I am meek and lowly in heart:
and ye shall find rest unto your souls." We would hear His sayings
and, through grace, do' them, and so find ourselves bottomed on the
Rock, never to fall, to be dislodged, or swept away.
As Naphtali "is a hind let loose," so was Christ, the Hind of the
Morning, by His resurrection, loosed from the pains of death, for it was
impossible that He should be holden of them. And after His resurrection He spake these goodly words, "I ascend unto My Father, and
your Father; and to My God, and your God."
Is it not found that any Scripture sealed on our hearts by the Spirit's
power are goodly words spoken by Him that cannot lie?
Is not this to be satisfied with favour and full with the blessing
of the Lord 1 Art thou weak, feeble, dejected 1 Then He saith to thee,
"0 man greatly beloved, fear not: peace be unto thee, be strong.
Yea, be strong. And when He had spoken unto me, I was strength- .
ened, and said, Let my Lord speak; for Thou hast strengthened
me" (Dan. x. 19).
Are we comfortless and cast down 1 Then He saith to us, "As one
whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you; and ye shall be
comforted in Jerusalem" (Isa. lxvi. 13).
The favour, the everlasting love of a Triune, Covenant J ehovah, as
manifested in the Person of Christ, in His obedience and blood for
their justification before God and their full forgiveness, together with
the Holy Spirit's abiding presence with them while they remain on
earth, till they come tQ His presence above, makes all God's Naphtalis
to be satisfied, even as with marrow and fatness. Are not the lines of
Toplady-under t,he quickening grace by the Holy Spirit-their very
desire 1
"Let me attest 'l'hy power,
Let me 'l'hy goodness prove,
Till my full soul can hold no more
Of everlasting love."
G. A.
Birkenhead.
THE Gospel is a sovereign remedy, but none take it till they are
sensible they want it. It relates the same good news to all, but
convinced sinners only are willing to receive it.-W. Romaine.
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BEHOLD!

THIS word is frequently found in the sacred Scriptures of God. It
implies something more than a mere looking; it signifies fixed, considerative gaze. So when we read it let us ponder, for every word of
God is inspired, and let us implore the enlightening power of the Holy
Spirit to enable us to see and to clearly distinguish His message in it.
In the first place we see the Lord's gaze. "His eyes behold, His
eyelids try the children of men." From whence does He behold 1
From His throne in heaven (Ps. xi. 4). Think of it, dear reader. From
His tl).rone in heaven His eyes behold-whom 1 Tile children of men,'
mortals, sinful, wayward mortals. Yes, and He does more than behold.
He doubly considers, for" His eyelids try." You know the movement: scanning through almost closed eyelids, scrutinizing, reading
between or beneath the sight, a pondering, searching gaze. Thus does
the Lord from His throne in heaven fix His gaze upon the children of
men.
The next feature is the child of God's scrutiny of himself. The
Spirit-opened eyes see only sin, deformity, pollution in every part.
Like Job when he saw his own true state before God, he exclaims,
" Behold, I am vile." The penetrating eyes of God see him as he is.
Ah! as he is. But only by the consciousness of sin can he. feel the
need of a Saviour, and a mighty Saviour. Therefore it is the gracious
power of the Holy Spirit that has opened his eyes.
Dear believer, cheer thy drooping heart with the next "behold."
See in Isa. lxv. 1, " Behold Me, behold Me." Look upon Him, and
behold in Him thy Redeemer, the" mighty to save," the sin Bearer.
And in another verse, " Behold the Lamb of God Which taketh away
the sin of the world." See the mighty sacrifice for sin, sacrificed for
us, typified by the multitudes of sacrificed lambs in the Jewish rites
.
through so many years.
" Behold the man!" How much deeper meaning was there in those
words than Pilate saw when he uttered them. "Jesus wearing the
crown of thorns and the purple robe." Pilate had just declared, "I
find no fault in Him. Behold the man," "The man Christ Jesus."
Study Him. No fault in Him, yet He was wearing the crown of thorns,
emblems of sovereignty and the curse (see Gen. iii. 18). The purple
robe, the colour of royalty, but put on in mockery, sinful mockery!
" Behold the man," crowned, robed, but the man in human form. Ah,
reader, look and wonder, and mourn and rejoice. "Behold the man,"
not a man, but the innocent, thorn-crowned, purple-robed sufferer.
· "Behold the man." Later on, Pilate reiterated his belief in His
innocence, and evidently wished to shift all responsibility to other
shoulders, saying, "Take ye Him and crucify Him, for I find no fault
in Him." After vainly endeavo'uing to release Him, He uttered
· another great truth unwittingly, "Behold your King." Spoken in
taunting mockery, but full of deepest reality.
Jesus· suffered, died, and was buried. "Behold the place where
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they laid Him." His Body was only there three days. He rose again,
and when His terrified disciples were alarmed with the sight of their
risen Master, He gently asked them to " behold His hands and His feet,"
so that they could see" that it is I Myself." Then so graciously He
showed them His hands and His feet. Think of His tenderness, His
comfort, and His friendliness. Their terror was c,hanged into wondering joy, and to emphasize His Bodily Presence, He said, "Have ye
here any meat ~" He took it, and did eat before them.
. How quickly' He notes every sign of life and love and faith! (see
Acts ix. 11.) "The Lotd said . . . behold, he pril.yeth." The Lord
saw Saul of Tarsus in that new-birth condition, and called upon His
dear servant to behold-behold what ~ "He prayeth." We can
imagine the rejoicing tone of the Father in that brief sentence, and our
thoughts travel, too, to the Heavenly Bridegroom looking upon His
Church in her robe of white, His righteousness, saying in exulting
admiration, " Behold thou art fair." This is thrice repeated in Cant.
i. .15, 16, and in the fourth chapter·He adds, as if after minute observation, " There is no spot in thee." Behold, behold, thou art incomparably beautiful. What wonderful words of love from the spotless Son
of God to His blood-washed Bride.
" Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us,
that we should be called the sons of God." Consider" What manner
of love." There are many manners Of love. Some in giving, some in
endearing expressions, some in self-sacrifices, some in tender devotions;
but oh! what manner of love was His, " to give His Son to save the.
lost," and even more than that, those who were rebels and lost being
called" the sons of God." Not servants, not guests, not acquaintances,
'not friends only, but sons. "Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and
it doth not yet appear what we shall be." There is more in store.
Much more. "We kpow that when He shan appear," and that may
be very soon, "we, shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is."
Sons imitate and admire their fathers, and strive to be living reproducers of them. When they see their fathers, they are constantly
rehearsing their sayings and doings, and thus become like them.
How lovingly the Son, God's beloved Son, desired the joy and fellowship of His people when He prayed (nay more than prayed, He expressed His will), "Father, I will." It was His strong desire that His
people should" be with Me where I am, that they may behold the glory
which Thou hast given Me: for Thou lovedst Me before the foundation
of the world." Yes, dear reader, and He loved wi in Christ too before
the foundation of the world.
In Psalm xlvi. 8, the " behold " is more strongly expressed. " Come,
behold," tantamount to saying, "Come here, stand still, and contemplate for a time." "Behold the works of the Lord, what desolations
He hath made in the earth." We feel that doubly true just now with
the devastations of homes, and cities, and villages, and properties in
this war. He has a glorious plan, and is working it out in His own
inimitable way. "God moves in. a mysterious way His wonders to
3°
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perform." And we shall see some bright future day, when His purposes shall be accomplished, how glorious that plan was.
" And we shall own with happy, glad surprise,
That earth's dark shadows led to endless day."
He will say, "Behold," and we shall behold and rejoice. Even now in
His gracious prospering of our armies we thankfully and praisefully
own (at least His people do) how all is so quickly turned and counterbalanced. How? Not by additional forces and skilful strategy, but
" He worketh all things after the counsel of His own will." Behold,
dear child of God,-b"ehold,-wonder and adore!
I recently heard a wonderful sermon on " A time to rend and a time
to sew," showing that the Lord has His rending times, as now in the
desolation of the earth, but He has also His sewing times, when He puts
together, He unites the rent pieces in fairer and more complete form.
See in Gen. i. 7, "God . . . divided the waters which were under the
firmament from the waters which were above the firmament." Then
in ver. 9: "God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered
together unto one place, and let the dry land appear." Thus in many
places through Bible story the rending, and the, sewing together are
traced, even as it is now-rending homes, rending hearts. The
preacher (Rev. I. Siviter) dwelt pathetically on our bereavements, so
sore to loving, lonely hearts ; but there will be the sewing on the'
Resurrection morn.
'
Once more, His final assurance to His waiting, longing Ohurch is,
" Behold, I come quickly." He comes quickly now to help, to soothe,
to deliver; and He will come in visible glorious Person. "Behold, I
come 'quickly." You and I, dear reader, shall see Him. " In my
flesh shall I see God. Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall
behold, and not another." Yes," As for me, I will behold Thy face in
righteousness: I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with Thy likeness."
NETTlE.

THE FORMER DAYS.
IT has been remarked by those in whose lot controversy has a place,
that argument must cease when the Bible, as, supreme authority, is,
disallowed, If texts or passages are adduced by one as infallible
proof, and the other does not acknowledge their authenticity, or source,
or inspiration, further debate is useless. How strong and conclusive
is the example which the Lord gave, when He said to His enemy,
without defence of the word, or apology, "It is written." How final
was the answer from heaven, that if Moses and the prophets went
unheard, no persuasion was possible. Here every doctrine, and every
experience, every precept, every' promise has its own, its best, its
eternal place. The Bible is never behind the times. God, with Whom
the end of a thing is as near as the beginning, wrote it for all time; and
therefore, all that is true, all that is false, every side to any question,
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has its own prominence and setting. Yet we love to read the works
of good meri, their God·given openings-out, their instructions and
enlightenings, though now and then we are not sure that we lJtlite
agree, and we turn to the shadow of the Word of God, as affording a
shadow which no other book can. We" are allowed of God," as Paul
said, to love singing our psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, their
very imperfections sometimes bringing out the solaces of the Gospel.
We might sing-"Himself shaH be thy helping Friend, thy good Physician,
nay, thy NurseTo make thy bed shall condescend, and from the affiiction
take the curse,"

and singing, find it" sweet to reflect" that the curse is gone already:
gone long before the afRiction appeared. How can there be curse
when the Lord is there, when" Himself took our infirmities, and bare
our sicknesses" 1 How can there be curse when sin is out of God's
sight 1 How can there be curse where the Holy Spirit lives 1 We
might make the mercy of God" the theme of our song," and join in the
lines that-U

'Twas Jesus, my Friend, when He hung on the tree,

That opened the channel of mercy for me"and think of the mercy not new in the garden of Eden, and that shone
more and more unto the perfect day of Christ's incarnation.
But perhaps Hart and Stocker would say that they need not be
made offenders for a word, and perhaps Cowper would have thought a
minister of God unkind in his comments on the question, "Where is
the blessedness I knew when first' I saw the Lord 1 " and also unkind
in his comments on Cowper's reflection, " What peaceful hours I then
enjoyed." The minister thought that the saints often complain unjustly that their early days have more shining than their later ones;
or at least more blessedness, and that they compare unfairly the solid
peace and the greater quietness and confidence of experience with the
joys and raptures of first things. But Cowper wrote for himself. We
know that with his years his joys declined; and the aged servant of
the Lord honoured Him by laying it upon his hearers not to deny or
belittle what the Lord had done for them, by encouraging them to
seek greater things of the Lord, and to acknowledge His blessed,
willing hand in their bestowal.
C!,wper's wail was but a repetition of Job's: "0 that it were with
me as in months past, when the candle of the Lord shone about me,
and when by His light I walked through darkness." He was not
condemned by the Lord for his grief; happier days were in store, but
Job wore himself down by enquiring (as Solomon says) why the former
days were better. They felt better, they looked better, but in the
Lord's account the dark and the light were both alike. "The Lord
taketh pleasure in His people" from the day they appear upon the
earth till the day they leave it. There is mercy for every hour, and at
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the present" it is well." The former days may have been better, the
future ones are sure to be better still, the passing ones are the malring
of th!, Lord, and will be sanctified by Him. We want the spirit of
David. He indeed lamented, "Where are Thy former lovinglrindnesses 1" but he waited patiently for the Lord, Who inclined unto
him and heard his cry. Oh, for wisdom to do the same, to acknowledge, as he did, our sins and wickedness, to recognize and to prize
His chastisements, knowing that He punishes us less than our iniquities
deserve; and may we in all things hope for the salvation of God.
FOLLOWER-ON.

ARTICLE XVII. AND BAPTISMAL REGENERATION.
" THE last Article I will ask the reader to observe is the seventeenth.
The subject of that Article is Predestination and Election. It is a
subject which many people dislike exceedingly, and are ready to stop
their ears whenever it is mentioned. I acknowledge freely that it is a
deep subject. But there stands the Article! It cannot be denied
that it forms part ofour Church's confession of faith. Whether men
like it or not, they must not talk as if it did not exist, in discussing the
subject of the Church's doctrines. The Article begins with laying
down the great truth that God 'hath constantly decreed by His
counsel secret to us, to deliver from curse and damnation those whom
He hatll chosen in Christ out of mankind, and to bring them by Christ
to everlasting salvation. It then proceeds to describe the calling of
these persons by God's Spirit, and the consequences of that calling:
, They through grace obey the calling: they be justified freely; they
be made sons of God by adoption: they be made like the image of His
only begotten Son Jesus Christ; they walk religiously in good works,
and at length by God's mercy they attain to everlasting felicity.' Now
all I ask the reader to consider is this, did the writers of the Articles
mean to say that these persons were a separate and distinct class from
those who were 'regenerated,' or not 1 We must think so, if we
consider baptism is always accompanied by Regeneration. The
things spoken of in this description are things of which multitudes of .
baptized persons know nothing at all. I do not, however, believe that
such an idea ever entered into the minds of those who wrote the
.Articles. I believe that they looked on Election, Justification, Adoption, and Regeneration, as the peculiar privileges of a certain number
but not of all members of the visible Church; and that just as all baptized people are not eleC't, justified, and sanctified, so also all baptized
people are not regenerated. Very strilring is the difference between
the language of the Article which treats of baptism, and the Article
'which treats of election. In the former we find the cautious general
statement, that in baptism 'the promises of our adoption to be the
sons of God are visibly signed and sealed.' In the latter we find the
broati assertion that the elect be made the sons 0/ God by adoption."The late Bishop J. G. Ryle on Prayer Book Statements About Regeneration.
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THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
To OUR READERS.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE are very grateful to all its
readers who have responded so warmly to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
Fund since the last considerable rise in the cost of producing this time- ,
honoured MAGAZINE, The generous response of our many friends
has cheered their hearts and enabled them to continue the muchneeded testimony to those distinctive truths for which the Magazine
stands.
They much regret, however, that the printers have again felt obliged
to notjfy another serious rise in the cost of production, beginning
with the July number. The increase in the postal rates will also add
greatly to the yearly expenditure. The whole subject was considered
by the Trustees at their recent meeting, and they feel sure that the
friends of distinctive truth will still rally round this, the oldest
religious Magazine, in this crisis in its history. It is well known that
all newspapers and magazines are affected by the increased cost of
paper and other materials, and the great advance in wages. It would
be a great calamity, however, if this disastrous war were to silence
the testimony to God's truth which we seek to bear by means of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
The Trustees, therefore, confidently appeal to all its readers and
friends for continued and increased support. They suggest that' a
large number may feel it a privilege to send regular annual subscriptions to this Fund, as they are in the habit of doing for the support'
of other departments of God's work. The increasing apostasy from
the old truths makes it imperative that testimony to those great
doctrines of grace, revealed in God's inspired and infallible Word,
should s.till be lovingly and unflinchingly bOrne in the pages of this
Magazine.
Donations or Subscriptions may be sent, as before, to the Publisher
'
or to the Editor.
The Trustees very gratefully acknowl~dge the receipt of the following,
sums :£ s. d.
£ S', d.
Mr. C. W. Dearle
0 4 0 "A Reader" ..
060
Mr. R. McNeall
1 1 0 Mrs. E. S. Kelk
1 10
060
Mr. A. P. Hands
0 10 0 " Gratitude" ..
Miss, Mary Atkinson . . 1 0,0 S, M. & E. C. (Lewes)
220
o 10 0
" Well- Wisher "
.. ,16 0 0 Miss J. Alexander
Mr. J. C. Dennis
5 5 0
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LIGHT IN THE NIGHT.
NAHUM i. 7.
My heart was sad because of sin,
I sought for comfort from the Book,
Cold waters from the heavenly brook,
To cleanse and quicken me within.
" The Lord is good "-the message came.
Kind to the righteous, did it mean 1
Yes, and to sinners too . . . unclean,
Who seek forgiveness for their shame.
" A stronghold in the troublous days" :
A sheltering wall, by day, by night.
Soul, here is safety, here is light
Beyond all human yeas and nays.
" He knoweth them that trust in Him."
Surely! He knows them through and through.
The good in them . . . the evil too ;
And yet His mercy grows not dim.
I closed the Bible gratefully,
My soul was melted into tears;
And, oh, through coming fights and fears,
May this sweet word my buckler be.
RUFus.

•

NEW UNIVERSITY IN JERUSALEM,
of the objects which the Zionist Commission to Palestine had in
view was the establishment of a Hebrew University in Jerusalem. We
now hear that the initial stage of this important undertaking has been
successfully accomplished. A site on Mount Scopus was legally transferred to the Zionists by Lady Gray Hill, and there, on July 24, the
foundation-stone of the new University was laid. We are told that
the ceremony was very impressive. Among those present were the
Commander-in-Chief of the British forces, and representatives of the
French and Italian troops serving in Palestine, An interesting feature
of the proceedings was the reading ·of a message from Mr. Balfour in
the following terms: "Please accept my cordial good wishes for the
future of the Hebrew University on Mount Scopus. May it carry out
its noble purpose with ever-increasing success as years go on. I offer
my ·warm congratulations to all· who have laboured so assiduously to
found this school of learning, which should be an addition to the forces
of progress throughout the world." It has thus fallen to the lot of
Great Britain, both to make the work possible and to express, through
her Foreign Secretary; heartfelt good wishes for its success. Previous
announcements show that the necessary fnnds are in hand, so that
there need'be no delay on that·score.-The English Churchman.
ONE
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THOUGHTS ON PSALM CXIX, 166-176.
By THE LATE REV. W. LUSH, A.K.C., RECTOR OF STRETTON-EN-LEFIELD, ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH.
(Concluded from page 420.)
VERSE 166. "I have hoped for Thy salvation, 0 Jehovah, and done
Thy commandments." The word signifies "to look attentively in
expectation of."· It is the human nature of Christ that is here the
speaker-that nature which is referred to in such passages as Psa. lxix.
18, " Save me, 0 God, for the waters are come in even unto My soul:
draw nigh unto My soul and save it, 0 deliver Me because of Mine
enemies." The Apostle refers to His offering up prayers and supplications with strong cries and tears unto Him That was able to save Him
from death, and was heard in that He feared. Who else could say, I
have done Thy commandments 1 It is ours to say, I have broken Thy
commandments; His to say, I have kept them. Happy they who thus
see in Jesus their" law-fulfilling righteousness of God made sin to be."
. In this light read the remainder of this portion of the Psalm.
Verses 167, 168. "My soul hath kept Thy testimonies, and I have
loved them much; I have observed Thy precepts and Thy testimonies,
because all my ways are before Thee." Observe here the sort of obedience,
not a mere external conformity, but" with my soul," because I love
them greatly. Who could make such an appeal to God as that in the
last verse but the One Who was holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate
from sinners 1 Here absolutely is an appeal to God for the truth of
what He had said Who saw and knew all the ways in which He walked.
Reader, if you would read this Psalm and not be discouraged, you
must all along see Christ in it. In this view the Psalm is full of comfort
and instruction; but if we regard it as descriptive of a believer, it
presents, as I said in the beginning, a work never realized by mere
humanity, and becomes a yoke which neither we nor our fathers were
able to bear. There is nothing more important than to keep an accurate
distinction between Law and Gospel, Sinai and Zion; if this is not
done, there can be no walking in the liberty wherewith Christ hath
made us free, but there will be a continually being enti>ngled again with
the yoke of bondage. The Lord open our eyes to see that the testimony
of Jesus is the spirit of Old Testament prophecy.
Veree 169. "Let my cry come near before Thee, 0 J ehovah; according
to Thy word make me understand." The word " cry" denotes an audible
expression of strong feeling (see Psa. xvii. 1). Come near before Theenot only near enough to be heard, but into Thy presence, so that he who
utters it may be seen (Alexander). Reader, contemplate this in the
light of Jesus pleading for thee; how much is there in such a thought to
comfort and encourage thee! Thy Saviour's glorious Person is beheld,
while of His petitions it is said, "Him the Father heareth alway."
According to Thy word-Thy commandment which requires and Thy
promise which secures the understanding of Thy will.
Verse 170. "Let my supplication come before Thee; according to
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Thy promise deliver me." The word supplication denotes a pmyer for
grace or favour. In this and the preceding verse, says Alexander, the
prayer for deliverance from outward trou.ble is subordinate to that for
grace to do the will of God. How beautifully again the human nature
of Christ is seen here., How exactly it corresponds to His words" Father, if it be' possible, let this cup pass from Me: nevertheless, not
My will, but Thine be done."
Verse 171. "My lips shall pour forth praise, for Thou wilt teach me
Thy statutes." The pouring forth is the gushing or flowing, and denotes
eager, abundant, and uuceasing praise. The last clause expresses the
confident expectation of the blessing so often and importunately asked
for throughout the Psalm. As if he had said, Now shall my lips praise,
for I am about to receive what I had prayed for.
Verse 172. "My tongue shall speak of Thy word, for all Thy com·
mandments are righteous." The idea here, when read in the light of the
Person of the Lord·Jesus, is very beautiful, because so perfectly carried
out. It is that of responding to a precept or a promise by the language
of praise, and so acquiescing in the righteousness thereof. What poor
fallen sinner that has believed in Jesus could use such language at all
times of· himself 1 But the whole life of the Saviour was a most perfect
exhibition of such conduct..
Verse 173. "Let Thy hand be My help, for I have chosen Thy precepts." Having voluntarily made choice of God's will as His rule of
conduct, and thereby having 'renounced all other protection-let Thy
hand be near to help. Read the 22nd Psalm, and there we have the
strong crying for help of the Redeemer. And what is his confident
expectation as declared by the prophet 1 See Isa: I. 9: "For the Lord
God will help me, therefore shall I not be confounded; therefore have I
set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed." .
Verse 174. "I have longed for Thy salvation, 0 Jehovah, and Thy law
is my delight." With the first part compare verses 40, 81, 131; with
the second, verses 24,77,92. Well may He "Yho was Jehovah's salvation unto the end of the earth, long to see the result. He shall see of
the travail of His BOul and be satisfied in the many BOns that are brought
to glory; and well may He Who could say, "Thy law is within My
heart" (Psa. xl. 8-lit., in the midst of my bowels) add, " Thy law is My
delight."
Verse 175. "Letmy'soulliiJe, and it shall praise Thee; and let Thy
judgments help me." The prayer here I take to be nothing else than
the glorious resurrection Jesus anticipated in the character of His
people's Surety. We know that the Church is called His" dead body"
(Isa. xxvi. 19); and as regards Himself, we have only 'to read Acts ii.
25-32. And Hezekiah says, "The living, the living he shall praise
Thee as I do this day." What a delightful employment! And when
we reflect that God's dealings with us shall by and by be all seen to
have been right, these very dealings of God shall help us the more to
praise Him ; for what we. know not now we shall know ·hereafter, and
then all things will be seen to'have worked together for our good~
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Verse 176. "I have wandered like a lost sheep .. seek Thy servant, for
I have not forgotten Thy commandments." These words may seem so
to militate against the theory that Christ is the Alpha and Omega of
this Psalm, that I prefer, at the risk of enlarging somewhat more fully
than I had intended, giving in extenso the thoughts of a'well-known
commentator on it. He says: "If I understand the meaning of the
language in many parts of this Psalm, there is an unequivocal assertion
in the presence of the heart-searching God of unsullied purity and perfection, and that not with respect to some particular transaction, or in
regard to some unfounded slander of an enemy, but in view of the
utmost demand of the whole law, 'exceeding broad' as are its' commandments.' If this· be the fact, the claim of David and of every
child of man to be the subject of these lines-the Alpha and Omega of
this alphabetical Psalm-must be absolutely denied. It Inust necessarily relate, in its full amount, to the holy breathings of tile spotless
soul of Jesus Christ. And although we are bound to imitate His
example to the utmost, and the universality of our intention of obedience
is an excellent criterion of faithfulness; yet we must not lower the
meaning of the language of the Psalm to accommodate it to the actual
attainments of any saint upon earth, or to express that joyful boast of
the mind which on some occasions a humble Christian may feel on the
retrospect of what he has been enabled to do. Some expressions, however, in the Psalm will seem to militate against this notion of its subject,
inasmuch as they intimate errors and imperfections. If such be .the
case, we must allow that they cannot apply to our blessed Lord, for He
was perfect in the full meaning of that term. But it is upon the assump- .
tion that these passages admit of an interpretation conformable to that
general claim to absolute purity and perfection which is asserted by
the suppliant in the Psalm, that I have been led to suppose that suppliant is none other than our great Redeemer, ' the Holy One of Israel.'
These passages we will examine in order. They will be found in the
67th, the 7lst, the 75th, and the last verse, and for myself I feel no
difficulty whatever, except in the last verse, to reconcile these expressions with the assertion of perfection, and with the character of our
Lord. And in the last verse I hesitate not, upon the whole, to conclude that the metaphor of the stray sheep is to be .understoodin a
sense a little different from that in which at first it strikes us, perhaps
on account of its common usage.
"To begin with the first of these passages, the 67th verse; the difficuty arises only from the misconception of the translators: 'Before
I ·was afflicted I went astray, but now have I kept Thy word.' 'Before I ·was afflicted,' that is, not' before' indefinitely, but at the time
when I had yet to suffer-' when I was just going to suffer I recoiled
or hesitated; but immediately· [or; forthwith] I kept Thy word.'
This is clearly illustrated by what is related of our Lord's passion in
the garden of Gethsemane. Our Divine Surety had a will, it is evident,
in its own nature adverse to the suffering which for our sakes He'must
needs endure, and His heart recoiled ·fromthe view of the horrible task.
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He hesitates, He gives vent to the wishes of His human soul: 'Father,
if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me.' But He i=ediately submits: 'If this cup may not pass from Me except I drink it, Thy will,
not Mine, be done.'
"The 7lst verse will admit of a still more easy solution. 'It is good
for me to have been afflicted, that I might learn Thy statutes,' or
'Thy decrees,' 'Thy appointments,' or 'the appointed task whicb.
Thou hast prescribed to Me.' These expressions are not more than
equivalent to those of the Apostle in his epistle to the Hebrews: 'For
it became Him for Whom are all'things, and by Whom are all things,
in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the Captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings.' ' Though He were a Son, yet learned
He obedience by the things which He suffered.'
" Verse 75 scarcely need detain us,' since we shall all understand
that there is a faithfulness in judgment which induced the righteous
God ' to afflict and put to grief' the sinner's Surety, no less than to
chastise His offending children; nay, it were not so proper to say, because God.is righteous, therefore He afflicts His people; but rather
because He is a loving Father, and seeks the moral improvement of His
children; but the righteousness of J ehovah is, strictly speaking, that
which constituted the necessity of the Saviour's sufferings-judgment
and truth required it.
" In the last verse I have acknowledged a difficulty at first sight:
. 'I have wandered like a lost sheep; seek Thyservant, for I have not
forgotten Thy commandments'; but .even here, unless I am much
mistaken, the expression, •I have not forgotten Thy commandments,'
means nothing less than 'I have not neglected to observe them.'
Compare verses 61, 83, 109, 141, and 153. The wandering, therefore,
in the former part of the verse cannot refer to a departure from moral
perfection in the Servant of Jehovah, but must relate merely to the
destitute situation of the Redeemer's soul. The wandering of the lost
sheep is, I grant, generally used as a metaphor for moral delinquency,
but not always; for in I~aiah xiii. 14, it evidently is used to describe
the destitute state of an unprotected object: 'And it shall be as the
chased roe, and as a sheep that no man taketh up.' It is therefore not
inapplicable to the analogy of Scripture language to understand the
metaphor in the passage before us, in reference to this event, and not
to the errors of a peccable creature. . Having thus removed the objections that might be urged against the application of this PS/lo!m to
Christ, I am sure I may congratulate the enlightened and spiritual
Christian on tile discovery, if it be a discovery to him, that this remark·
able Psalm is indeed descriptive of .his Surety's righteousness, and
relates to His conformity to the holy law. It contains indeed the
bright exemplar that the believer is bound to copy all his days; yet
it is not the standard whereby we are to ascertain the actual existence
of that imitative holiness which is the fruit of faith, and without which
nO man shall see the Lord; nor is it to be imagi,ned that the attainment
of the children of Go.d can ever warrant in them the glory and boast
•
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which the spotless suppliant in this Psalm offered without hesitation
to the heart-searching God.
, "The reader, perhaps, has set ont in his religious walk with this determination on his lips, which we find in an early part of the Psalm before
us-' Then shall I not be ashamed when I have respect unto all Thy
commandments'; and though with Paul, as a Pharisee, he could say
he was, 'touching the commandments, blameless'; or with the ruler
whom Jesus loved, ' All these things have I kept from my youth up ,
yet he has found, with the above-mentioned Apostle, when under the
teaching of the Spirit of God, -that 'the law is spiritual, and he is
carnal '-' and the commandment ordained to life, is found to be unto
death, working in him all manner of concupiscence,' etc., etc. This
experience has necessarily overwhelmed him with shame; and so long
as he regards this Psalm or other similar Scriptures as measuring the .
actual attainments of the accepted saint, and believes that until he
has acquired this perfection he may not rejoice in the privileges of a
child of God and of an heir of the pro,mises-while these are his views
he must needs be cast down by every comment that can be framed on
these principles on the 119th' Psalm-the spirit of bondage must necessarily be endangered; but when it is understood to relate to the holy
and spotless purity of Him Who ' is the end of the law for righteousness
to everyone that believeth,' the Psalm may then be read with comfort
and instruction, and the imitation of its holy precepts, as far as ruined
man can imitate, may be much more successfully attempted.
"If an additional proof be required that this Psalm relates directly
and exclusively to Christ, I refer the reader to the 40th Psalm-that'
unquestionably belongs to Christ. See Hebrews x. Now we may
justly call the 4th and four following verses of that Psalm an epitome
of this 119th; and if the former is known to belong to Christ, it is a
sufficient reason to refer the other to Him also. I conclude, therefore,
that the Lord Jesus Christ is the Alpha and Omega of this alphabetical
Psalm; and will repeat, that I have some suspicion the title of' ALPHA
and OMEGA' was given in the New Testament to our Divine Surety
because of these ancient delineations of His righteous character in the
Psalms artificially composed to answer in order to the letters of the
Hebrew alphabet."
THE CONVERSION OF SAlIIUEL FAlRCLOUGH,
RECTOR OF KEDINGTON, SUFFOLK, IN THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY.
" GOD was pleased to begin a work of grace in the heart of Samuel
Fairclough very early and betimes, by awakening his conscience by
the terror of the law, and by bestowing a sincere repentance upon him
thereby, and by working an effectual faith in him; and all this
done by the ministry of the Word preached bi}' Mr. Samuel Ward, then
Lecturer of Haverhill. Mr. Ward had answered for him in baptism,
and had always a hearty love to him. Preaching one day on the conversion of Zaccheus, and discoursing upon his fourfold restitution in
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cases of rapine and extortion, Mr. Ward used that frequent expression,
that no man can expect pardon from God of the wrong done to another's
estate, except he make full restitution to the wronged person, if it may
possibly be done. This was as a dart directed by the hand of God to
the heart of young Fairclough, who, together with one John Trigg,
afterwards a famous physician'in London, had the very week before
robbed the orchard of one Goodman Jude, of that town, and had filled
their pockets as well as their bellies with the fruit of a mellowpear tree.
" At and after sermon, young Fairclough mourned much and had
not any sleep all the night following;. and, rising on the Monday
morning, he went to his companion Trigg, and told him that he was
going to Goodman Jude's, to carry' him twelve pence by way of restitution for three pennyworth of pears of which he had wronged him.
Trigg, fearing that if the thing were confessed to Jude, he would
acquaint Robotham their master therewith, and that corporal correc·
tion would follow, did earnestly strive to divert the poor child from
his purpose of restitution. But Fairclough replied that God would
not pardon the sin except restitution were made. To which Trigg
answered thus: 'Thou talkest like a fool, Sam; God will forgive us
ten times sooner than old J ude will forgive us once.' But our Samuel
was of another mind, and therefore he goes on to Jude's house, and
there told him his errand, and offered him a shilling, which Jude refusing
(though he declared his forgiveness of the wrong) the youth's wound
smarted 80, that he could get no rest till he went to his spiritual father,
Mr. Ward, and opened to him the whole state of his soul, both on
account of this particular sin and many others, and most especially
the sin of sins, the original sin and depravation of his nature.
"Mr. Ward received him with great affection and tenderness, and
proved the good Samaritan to him, pouring wine and oil into his
wounds, answering all his questions, satisfying his fears, and preaching
Jesus to him so fully and effectually that he became a true and sincere
convert, and dedicated and devoted himself to his Saviour and
Redeemer all the days of his life after."-Quoted by Bishop J. C. Ryle
in" Light from Old Times," p. 237-9.

.

.
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CHEERING TESTIMONY FROM BRITISH COLUMBIA.
To the Editor or TH;E GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
My DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,-. . . I am like a "bird "ll alone on the
housetop" as regards interchange of thoughts upon the· glorious
Covenant of Grace. Not a 80ul have I met, now' for eight years, 80
taught. How different from one's past experience in the Old Country!
Your highly interesting article anent "the late Rev. J.B. Waddington
and p.rotestantism" (August issue) placed me.in the midst of myoId
friends of the past, as well as those still in battle array; and With such a
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• relish, that I was reminded o~ the words, " As cold waters to a thirsty

soul, so is good news from a far country." 'What champions! Well,
it was a great privilege evet to have known them.
I purposed when next writing to you to state what a fine inspiration
you had treated us to by printing the extract trom Dr. Moody Stuart
on'" The Dying Thief," etc. (July number), but I found some other
friend speaks of it as " being sublime," and I am not surprised. The
subject of the dying thief's faith, and the good old verse, "The dying
thief rejoiced to see," etc., has ever been precious to me, so much so,
that the writer's beautiful vision melted me to tears. It was a transition from earth to heaven to me. I am glad that others saw the like
charm in it, and doubtless many others of your readers will be equally,
grateful. In passing, let me say for one, how good it is of you to
enable us still to hear dear Mr. Ormiston's faithful and trenchant testi·
mony to the glorious doctrines of grace. Truly," he being dead yet
speaketh " to us. As for your helpful writings, all I will say is, I am
heartily glad the Editorship of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE has fallen into
such good hands. May He Who has placed you at the helm give you
grace and strength for the work for many years to come, so that you
may continue to feed the household of God.
Yours, with kindest Christian love, in the faith of God's elect,
" BrUlgefield," Happy Valley, B.G.,
W. W. WINTER.
Ganada, Aug. 11, 1918.
THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" A....~D FREE LIBRARIES.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR,-We have taken your Magazine for about fifty years, also
The English Ghurchl11AJ,n, in which, about six months ago, a reader gave
an account of the success met with in supplying the E. G. to public
Reading Libraries. I at once gave an order to a bookseller to send
the E. G. and your Magazine to the Free Library here. They were
gladly accepted by the Committee. I wonder would you insert this
note, or one of your own on the subject, in your Magazine, when
perhaps other readers would take steps to send copies to Reading
Room Libraries. Many letters appear in the E.G. now fro in people who
are doing this since reading the account in the E.G. six months ago.
I am, Yours sincerely,
E. F. BERNARD.
This is a very admirable suggestion. We earnestly urge a large
number of readers to follow it.-EDITOR..
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRlEND,-The following appeal is from one who has distributed
books for us for close upon forty years. "Can you send us a good
supply of Gospel literature for our work amongst the sailors? Our
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supplies are getting low, our opportunities are many, and in these times
it is important that the proclamation of the truth should be actively
maintained." To our brave sailors we owe much, and we need the
help of friends to enable us to respond to such requests as these.
.
Yours sincerely,
.
6, Stirling Road, Bath Road,
R. E. BRlDER
Bristol, September, 191&.

18ututant 15raron.
By

THE

PRIESTHOOD.
REV. W. DODGSON SYKES, M.A.

A RIGHT conception of the Christian ministry is of the utmost
importance. It is important for the ministers themselves to know
exactly what is their commission; and it is important for Christial).
people to know exactly what to expect from the ministry.
Two seTious effects follow a wrong conception of the ministry. On
the one hand, the rights and liberties of Christian people will be infringed. On the other hand, there wiII be an unwarrantable intrusion
upon the sole Priesthood of our Lord and Saviour.
It is important, then, to enquire carefully what is the nature of the
Christian Ministry.
.
" What the Church teaches."
A little while ago I had occasion to purchase some pamphlets upon
the subject of the Ministry; and one of those offered to me bore the
significant title, " What the Church teaches me about the Ministry."
That title shows the point at which so many go wrong in their views
of the ministry. They take what is given to them by " the Church,"
without asking the further and all-important question whether the
statements of the Church are right or wrong.
The question which we have to ask is, " What does the Word say 1 "
We have now no longer the living voice of the Saviour and of His
Apostles; but we have what is the real successor of the Apostolate,
the written Word. It is that which must teach us.
Our One High Priest.
The one outstanding feature of the revelation of God in .the New
Covenant is, that the saints have One High Priest-the Lord Jesus
Christ. This precious truth is insisted on again and agai" in the
Epistle to the Hebrews. Thus we read in Heb. ii. 17, 18 and iii. 1 :" Wherefore in all things it behoved Him to be made like unto His
bl'ethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in
things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the
people. For in that He Himself hath suffered being tempted, He is
able to. succour them that are tempted. . Wherefore, holy brethren,
partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest
of our profession, Christ Jesus.", . . .
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Oi, again, in Heb. iv. 14-:-16 :" Seeing then that we have a great High Priest, That is passed intO
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. For
we have not a High Priest which cannot be touched [literally, Who
cannot sympathize] with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all
points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come
boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find
grace to help in time of need."
Or, again, in Heb. vii. 23-27 :" And they truly were many priests, because they were not suffered
to continue by reason of death: but this man, because He continueth
ever, hath an linchangeable priesthood. Wherefore He is able also to
save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He
ever liveth to make intercession for them. For such an High Priest
became us, Who is holy, harmless, midefiled, separate from sinners, and
made higher than the heavens; Who needeth not daily, as those high
priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for His own sins, and then for the
people's: for this He did once [literally, "Once for all "] when He
offered up Himself."
\
,
Those of us who have been taught by the Holy Spirit to value, and
daily to rejoice in, such a High Priest, will want no other priest. We
have one High Priest, Who is merciful and faithful, Who is able to
succour the tempted, Who can sympathize with our feelings, Who is
able to save to the uttermost, Who ever lives to make intercession for
us; and He suffices us.
No mm:e offering for sin.
Another precious truth of the New Covenant is that One Sacrifice has
been once for all offered, and· that there is no more offering for sin.
" For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands,
which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear
in the presence of God for us: nor yet that He should offer Himself
often, as the high priest entereth into the holy place every year with
blood of others; for then must He often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once in the end of the world hath He
appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. And as it· is
appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment; so
Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that
look for Him shall He appear the second time without sin unto salvation " (Heb. ix. 24-:-28).
As a man dies once, so Christ was once offered. "In that He died,
He died unto sin once" (Rom. vi. 10). The consequence is that there is "no more offering for sin" (Heb.
x. 18).
.
"Every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes
the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins: but this malf,
after He had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the
right hand of God; from henceforth expecting till His enemies be
•
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made His footstool. For by one offering He hath perfected ,for ever
them that are sanctified" (Heb. x. 11-14).
No ministerial " Priesthood" in New Testament.
Hence the Lord Jesus Christ is the High Priest to Whom we rCSQrt,
and His sacrifice---<>nce offered-is the grouud of our faith. But now
the question comes, "Is there nothing more in the New Testame,nt
.
about Priesthood? "
One answer which we are bound to give is that ministers of the New
Covenant are never called" priests," i.e., sacrificing priests. They are
called by various names, but not by the name " priest." Sacrificial
words may and do appear, but they are never used of the Christian
ministry. In the lists of ministerial functions, in all the references to
the work of ministry, the common word for a sacerdotal office is distinctly avoided. And, if we realize in our hearts the significance of
the Priesthood of our Lord and the value of His one Offering, we shall
readily appreciate the meaning of this omission, We shall see, as
Bishop Lightfoot expresses it, " The Epistle to the Hebrews leaves no
place for a Christian Priesthood."
Priesthood of all Christians.
A further answer would be that, in the New Testament, sacrificial
'words are used of all Christians. The people of God are all called
"priests unto God,," and they are said to "offer spiritual sacrifices."
But with this figurative use of sacrificial words, we hope to deal (D.V.)
in our next month's notes. This month we desire to be occupied only
with the One High Priest and His One Offering.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE new Quarterly Record will be sent, post free, to any address. It
con'tains a portrait and sketch of the late Mr. J. C. Pembrey, M.A., and
an illustration and description of the Martyrs' Memorial, Oxford, with
other articles bearing upon the Society. The 11lth Annual Report in
wrapper, and with illustrations, has also been published. Several sales
of work have been held, and sermons preached on behalf of the Institution. On Tuesday, October 15th, the Anniversary and Sale of Work
at. Brighton will be 'held. J. C. Dellllis, Esq., will preside over the
Afternoon Meeting at 3.30, when Messrs. W. Brooke, J. K. Popham, J.
H. Hallett, and A. Hayles will give Addresses. A hearty welcome
will be given to all visitors to the North Road Lecture Hall.
One thousand one hundred and thirty-nine recipients are on the books.
The pensions and the maintenance of the seven Homes cost £43 daily.
A friend recently gave a cheque for this amount that the Society might
have a "Bank Holiday." We should be thankful if this example
might be followed 'by other well-wishers.
The work commends itself to the sympathy and support of God's
people, for it rests upon the love of our Divine Lord, Who has said,
"Inasmuch as ye have done it ,unto one of the least of these My
brethren, ye have done it unto Me."
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