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TO OUR READERS.
THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
ON behalf of the Trustees of the "Gospel Magazine" we
desire to place before our readers a brief but frank statement
of the financial position.
At the lIleeting of the Trustees held on June 18th, 1920,
the situation was carefully reviewed. It was found that
although the sum of about £ 158 had been received in
donations to this Fund in the year 1919, the total expenditure
exceeded the income by about £49.
Since then a letter dated Sept. 10th, 1920, regretfully
announces the need of another heavy advance in the cost
of printing, due to further increases in the cost of paper
and labour. This advance will mean an additional burden
of about £120 per year.
The Trustees therefore desire to say that they need a
special and regular income of about £330 a year in order.
to keep the Magazine going. They feel sure that these facts
need only to be known and all our readers, rich and poor
alike, will rally to the support of this time-honoured publication. While warmly thanking our many readers for their
liberal support in the past, we appeal to them to continue
their much-needed help.
Donations and Annual Contributions may be sent to the
Publisher, Mr. Samuel Arnold, 74 Strand, London, w.e. 2,
or to the Editor.
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WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION,

COUNSEL,

AND OOMFORT.

Who comforteth us in all our tribulatioD, that we may be able to comfort them which are in
any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God"'-2 COR. I. 4.

RESPONSIBILITY:

HUMAN AND DIVINE.

" Them also I must bring. "-JOHN x. 16.

RECENTLY we received a letter from one of our readers asking a
question about man's responsibility. Some of our correspondent's
friends seemed to believe that men are responsible to GOD for their
own salvation. It was suggested that we should either give our
thoughts on this subject in a letter or in an article. We have
decided on the latter course. It is, however, much easier to ask
a question than to answer it. The subject of human responsibility
has its difficulties. We do not feel that we have any special fitted·
ness to deal with it. After much prayer and thought, however,
we propose to place before our readers some thoughts on this great
subject. We trust that the LORD will enable us to write in harmony
with the teaching of His Word. The subject is of great importance,
and the members. of the LORD'S family for whom this article is
written need to have clear views about it.
1. First, then, we would set before our readers a few thoughts on
human responsibility.
The word "responsible" means answerable or liable to give or
,render an account. It also means able to discharge an obligation.
Responsibility means the state of being responsible for a trust,
office, or debt. A trustee is responsible to fulfil the duties assigned
to him in a trust deed. A person who holds an office is responsible
to perform the duties of that office. If he fails in performing them,
the person who has appointed him to the office expects him to be
ready to answer questions in regard to his failure, and if his failure
is due to culpable neglect of his duties, he may dismiss him from
his post and censure him for his negligence.
Let us go to Scripture and see what the Word of GOD teaches
on the subject of human responsibility. Take the case of Adam
before the Fall. GOD made him in His Own image and placed
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him in the garden which He Himself had planted. He told him
that he might eat freely of every tree of the garden, except the tree
of knowledge of good and evil. In reference to that particnlar
tree GOD said, " Thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thon
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die" (Gen. iii. 16, 17). Adam in
his unfallen state was obviously responsible to obey his CREATOR'S
command. His failure to do so was culpable, and bronght upon
him spiritual death, a fallen nature, exclusion from the garden,
sorrow all the days of his life, bodily death, and a liability, unless
the grace of GOD intervened, to eternal death. There can be no
doubt that Adam was responsible to GOD for his sin.
Take the case of Cain, subsequent to the Fall. Cain was born
to Adam after the Fall. He was therefore shapen in iniquity and
conceived in sin. When born he was by nature a child of wrath.
He possessed a carnal mind, which is " enmity against GOD," and
" is not subject to the law of GOD, neither indeed can be" (Rom.
viii. 7). Abel, too, was born in sin and was by nature a child of
wrath (Ephes. ii. 3). But electing love and sovereign grace had
pnt a difference between these two brothers. Cain's" works were
evil and his brother's righteous," but it was no credit to Abel that
there was a vital difference between him and his brother. Abel
had saving faith,. but his faith was a Divine gift. Cain was one of
the " children in whom is no faith" (Heb. xi. 4; Deut. xxxii. 20).
Cain was fallen and unregenerate. Yet he was held responsible
for the sin of murder. GOD did not come to Adam and say, "Where
is Abel thy son ~ " as though Adam were responsible for the death of
Abel, but He came to Cain and said, "Where is Abel thy brother ~ "
GOD held him responsible and visited him with punishment for
his sin (Gen. iv. 9-13). Obviously, then, fallen man is responsible
to GOD for his breaches of Divine law. There is another important
sense in which all the posterity of Adam are responsible creatures.
When Adam sinned he stood in a public or representative capacity.
He was the federal and representative head of all his posterity.
There was a covenant of works between him and GOD. Virtually
Goc said to him, " Obey Me and thou shalt live: disobey and thou
shalt die." All his descendants were in him when he sinned.
Rence his sin was their sin, his fall was tbeirg.
" As through one man sin entered into the world, and death

418

The Gospel Magazine

through sin; and so death passed unto all men, for that all sinned"
(Rom. v. 12, R.V.). That is to say, all men sinned in Adam.
They being in him sinned when he sinned. They fell when he fell.
The descendants of Adam are not personally responsible for Adam's
sin, but they are representatively responsible. His sin is imputed
to them because they were in him when he fell. This is the teaching of the fifth chapter of Romans. "As by the offence of one, judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by tbe righteousness of one, the free gift came upon all men unto justification
.of life. For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners,
so by the obedience of One shall many be made righteous" (Rom.
v. 18, 19). Through the disobedience of the first Adam all who were
in him are regarded as, and treated as, sinners; and through the
obedience unto death of the last Adam all who are in Him are
regarded as, and treated as, righteous. We did not personally
disobey when Adam sinned, yet because we were in him we are
treated as sinners. In~like manner all who are in CHRIST did not
personally obey when CHRIST obeyed, yet they are treated as
righteous. This teaching shows, what we shall see later, that the
responsibility for the salvation of GOD'S elect people was undertaken by CHRIST the last Adam, and that it is due to His obedience
that His people are justified, and subsequently glorified. Returning
to the subject of human responsibility, it is plain that all through
the Bible men and nations are held responsible for individual
and national sins. Men's fallen condition does not relieve them
of responsibility for sin and wrong-doing. The flood was sent
upon the Old World because its inhabitants were held responsible
for their sin. Sodom and Gomorrah were overthrown for the same
reason. Jacob was held responsible for deceiving his father, and
his sons were held responsible for their hatred of J oseph. The
people of Israel were held responsible for their apostasy from
GOD. The LORD GOD sent to them by His messengers, because
He had compassion on them. "But they mocked the messengers
of GOD, and despised His word" and misused His prophets, until
the wrath of the LORD arose against His people, till there was no
remedy" (2 Chron. xxxvi. 15, 16). Heathen rulers such as
Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar, and godly rulers such as David
and Solomon, were held responsible for sin. It is plain that rulers
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and snbjects, masters and servants, husbands and wives, and
parents and children have each their particular responsibilities.
Though men are by nature dead in trespasses and sins they are said
to be " without excuse," and the wrath of GOD is revealed against
them (Rom. i. 18-20). Their apostasy from GOD is their own
doing. "When they knew GOD, they glorified Him not as GOD,
neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations,
and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing themselves to
be wise, they became fools, and changed the glory of the uncorruptible GOD into an image like to corruptible man, and to birds, and
fourfooted beasts, and creeping things" (Rom. i. 21-23). Sin is
man's work. Men are held responsible for sin; for sin is their
own act. " Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of
GOD: for GOD cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth He
any man: but every man is tempted when he is drawn away of
his own lust, and enticed" (James i. 13, 14). Those who had the
great advantage of hearing the teaching of CHRIST, and of witnesbing
His wonderful miracles, were held responsible for their rejection of
Him. Our LORD pronounced woes upon Chorazin, Bethsaida, and
Capernaum for their sin in rejecting Him, notwithstanding the
mighty works which He did in those cities (Matt. xi. 20-24). He
lipbraided these cities because they repented not. There are two
kinds of repentance-natural and spiritual. The natural man is
capable of the former, but not of the latter. He is responsible therefor that repentance of which he is capable-a repentance which,
as in the case of Ahab and the Ninevites, saves from temporal
judgments. Men's temporal well-being may be improved, if, as
the result of the spiritual privileges they enjoy in a Christian
country, they restrain themselves from the grosser forms of sin,
and pay an outward reverence to GOD, to His Word, and to His
Holy Day. The late Dr. C. Y. Biss says, " There is, then, a repentance of which man is naturally capable, and a repentance of which
man is naturally incapable. . . . The Ninevites could repent,
Bethsaida could repent, 'the men of this generation' who rejected
CHRIST could repent, and the men of our time could likewise
repent, as regards all repentance, all change of mind from wrong
to right of which man's natural faculties are capable when under
the guidance of revealed truth in the Scripture. But of that
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spiritual repentance, however, which is wrought by the HOLY
SPIRIT in the soul, GOD shining in the soul to give the light of His
Own knowledge in the face of JESUS CHRIST, man is not independently capable; and as it is with this repentance that faith is
essentially conjoined, it is clear that of such faith man, by himself,
by the exercise of his natural powers, is likewise not capable. It
is of the deepest importance to distinguish the responsibilities to
which man is held in virtue of the natural powers bestowed upon
him by GOD, from those which he can only discharge in virtue of
capabilities which are bestowed upon him by the converting work
of the SPIRIT OF GOD. For the former he is responsible; the
latter he can only perform, and is only invited to perform, under
circumstances which indicate that that work of the SPIRIT which
is needful has already been begun."-(The Gospel of the Grace of
God, pp. 56, 57.)
Dr. Gill says: "Men indeed, in an unregenerate state, might do
many things which they do not; -such as reading the Scriptures,
attending on public worship, etc. No doubt but the persons in
the parable who )I'ere invited to the dinner could have gone to it,
had they had a will, as well as the one did to his farm, and the
other to his merchandise. Men have an equal power, had they a
heart, a will, an inclination, to go to a place of worship, as to ~
tavern, or alehouse; but it is easy to observe, that persons often·
times have it in the power of their hands, when they have it not
in the power of their hearts, to do a good work. ... Unregenerate
men are capable of performing works, which are in a natural and
civil, though not in a spiritual sense, good. They may do those
things which externally, in appearance, and as to the matter and
substance of them, may be good; such as hearing, reading, praying, giving alms to the poor, etc., when the circumstances requisite
to good works are wanting; for whatsoever is done as a good
work, must be done in obedience to the will of GOD; from a principle
of love to Him; must be performed in faith; in the name of
CHRIST, and to the glory of GOD by Him. Therefore, it must be
denied that wicked, unregenerate men have a power to perform
good works in a spiritual manner. . .. They must be created in
CHRIST JESUS, have the SPIRIT of CHRIST put into them, and His
grace implanted in them; they must be believers in Him, before
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they are capable of doing that which is spiritually good."-(Dr.
Gill on Gen. iv. 7 in The Cause of God and Truth).
2. We would now set before our readers a few thoughts on Divine
Responsibility.
Although, as we have shown, there. is a responsibility attaching
to fallen men, we are nowhere taught that man is responsible for
his own salvation. Yet many suggest that he is. They teach
that GOD has done his part and we are to do our part. They
suggest that GOD has provided a SAVIOUR and that men must
provide their own faith and repentance, and that they are responsible to do this. Failing this they must perish. This doctrine
that man is responsible ultimately for his own salvation ignores
the doctrine of human inability.
The Scriptures teach that man is "dead in trespasses and sins,"
that while he is thus spiritually dead he has neither the desire
nor the power to draw near to GOD. "There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after GOD" (Rom. iii. 11).
Our LORD invites weary and heavy-laden sinners to come to Him
and promises to give them rest, but He says, " No man can come
to Me, except the Father Which hath sent Me draw him" (John vi.
44). The responsibility, then, for drawing a sinner to CHRIST
rests with the FATHER. Here is Divine responsibility. But there is
no doubt that the FATHER will draw His chosen ones to CHRIST, for
CHRIST says, " All that the FATHER giveth Me shall come to Me;
and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out" (John vi.
37). Again, our LORD says, " This is life eternal, that they might
know Thee the only true GOD, and JESUS CHRIST, Whom Thou
hast sent." But how are men brought to know the FATHER ~
'Not through any action of their own. "No man knoweth the
SON, but the FATHER; neither knoweth any man the FATHER,
save the SON, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal Him" (John
xvii. 3; Matt. xi. 27). The SON, then, is responsible to reveal
the FATHER to His sheep. Our LORD again says, "Except a man
be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of GOD," and He fnrther
teaches that the new birth is the work, not of the man himself,
but of the SPIRIT. As we had no hand in our natural birth, we
. have no hand in our spiritual birth. (See John iii. 3, 5, 6.) If we
are amongst GOD'S regenerated people we are" born, not of blood,
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nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of GOD "
(John i. 13). "Of His Own will begat He us with the word of
truth" (James i. 18). GOD the HOLY GHOST is responsible to
regenerate and to quicken the elect people of GOD. The triune
JEHOVAH has graciously made Himself responsible for the eternal
salvation of all Whom He chose in CHRIST before the foundation
of the world. GOD the FATHER chose them from the beginning
to salvation, through sanctification of the SPIRIT and belief of
the truth: whereunto He called them by the Gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our LORD JESUS CHRIST (2 Thess. ii. 13, 14).
GOD the SON as the SURETY of the New Covenant (Heb. vii. 22)
undertook the responsibility of redeeming His people from the
curse of the law. He voluntarily laid down His life for the sheep
(John x. 15, 17, 18). He came to give His life a ransom for many
(Matt. xx. 28), and by His One Offering He hath put away their
sins, and perfected for ever them that are sanctified. (See Heb.
ix. 26; x. 14.)
GOD the HOLY GHOST is evidently responsible for the regeneration
and sanctification of all the elect people of GOD. To Him they
owe their new birth, their consciousness of sin, their faith in that
SAVIOUR of Whom He testifies (John xv. 26; xvi. 8, 14).
The LORD JESUS as the Mediator of the eternal Covenant of
grace dispenses the SPIRIT to His chosen ones. He was exalted
to be a PRINCE and a SAVIOUR to give repentance and forgiveness
to Israel. We have not to provide our own repentance. Christ
gives it (Acts v. 31). Nor are we 1'esponsible to provide O!tr oum
faith. That, too, is a Divine gilt. (See Eph. ii. 8; and Phi!. i. 29.)
If we believe on the LORD JESUS CHRIST and are saved, the credit
does not belong to us. How was it that some Gentiles in Antioch
in Pisidia believed on the LORD JESUS CrrnIsT? The Word of
GOD gives the answer. "As many as were ordained to eternal
life, believed" (Acts xiii. 48). Our salvation is wholly of the LORD.
GOD "hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not
according to our works, but according to His Own purpose and
grace, which was given to us in CHRIST JESUS before the world
began" (2 Tim. i. 8, 9). If the responsibility to save rested with
us, not one. of us would ever be saved. Blessed be GOD tha.t the
triune J EHOVAH has undertaken the responsibility of saving a
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great multitude which no man can number. "GOD, Who is rich
in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us, even when
we were dead in sins hath quickened us together with CHRIST,"
and thus demonstrated the exceeding riches of His saving grace
(Eph. ii. 5-10).
Blessed be GOD that CHRIST our DIVINE SURETY hath taken
the responsibility on His Own great shoulders to save all whom
the FATHER hath given Him. He says, "Other sheep I have
which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall
hear My voice; and there shall be one fold (Gk., flock), and one
SHEPHERD." Here surely is Divine responsibility. The DIVINE
SHEPHERD has undertaken to bring everyone of the lost sheep
given Him by the FATHER, and to see to it that they shall hear His
voice and be numbered amongst His flock. " I give unto them
eternal life; and they shall never perish" (John x. 16, 28). He
came both to seek and to save, and it is His will-a will that
cannot be frustrated-that those whom the FATHER hath given
Him shall be with Him in heaven and behold His glory (John
xvii. 24). The late esteemed Editor of this MAGAZINE (Mr.
Ormiston) has written a beautiful tract on the last words of a
workhouse saint. That saint said to Mr. Ormiston, "Oh, sir!
I do love Him so, I do! He has paid all my debts-He has not
left me a farthing to pay. And JESUS loves me. He will take
me to His FATHER'S feet, and will say, 'FATHER, HERE HE IS!
I HAVEN'T LOST HIM!' Oh! sir, He is all my hope-all my
hope!" Mr. Ormiston commenting on these touching words
says, "What a realization of the precious truth that Christ is
responsible to the Father ior the salvation oi those He has given Him!
. . . Rarely, indeed, are professing Christians of our day thus
grounded in the fundamental truth of Christ's Covenant responsibility; for alas, few pulpits in our land now proclaim the essential
verity of the Suretyship oi Jesus, whilst too many perplex GOD'S
little ones with unscriptural theories about the responsibility oi
'1nan. "

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Noriollc.

THE EDITOR.
(Thomas Houghton.)
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CITIES TURNED INTO ASHES.

" Then the Lord rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone
and fire from the Lord out of heaven,. and He overthrew those
cities, and all the plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and
that which grew upon the ground."-GENEsls xix. 24, 25.
DR. ORR, in His Problem of the Old Testament says, "It does not
put the matter too strongly, then, to say that, to the more radical
school of critics, the Old Testament is in the main unhistorieal.
. . . . To illustrate: the Book of Genesis, we are told, is 'A
book of sacred legend, with a mythical introduction.' It yields
us 'no historical knowledge of the patriarchs.''' (Pp. 56, 57.)
We turn to a dictionary and we see that legend means" a traditional, historically unauthentic relation or narrative, generally of
a more or less marvellous or incredible description." This is the
attitude which the Higher Critics would have us take in regard
to the first Book of the Bible. Its narratives are mere legends,
unhistorical and incredible, not to be believed. We draw attention
to these Higher Critical views to warn our readers against men
who teach them, and against books, schools, and colleges in which
such teaching is endorsed. For ourselves we believe with our
Lord and Master that the law of Moses, the prophets, and the
Psalms are all fully inspired by the Holy Ghost. Hence we do
not hesitate to draw our readers' attention to the solenm record
in the Book of Genesis of the "turning the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah into ashes" (2 Peter ii. 6). This judgment of God is
one of the most well-established facts in history. It is referred
to as historical by Moses at the close of the fomy years' wandering
(Deut. xxix. 23). Five prophets-Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel,
Amos, and Zephaniah-refer to this terrible judgment as a solemn
historical event (Isa. xiii. 19; J er. 1. 40; Ezek. xvi. 49, 50; Amos
iv. 11; Zeph. ii. 9). Our Lord refers to it on three different
occasions (Matt. x. 15; xi. 23, 24; Luke xvii. 29). In one of
these passages He says, "The same day that Lot went out of
Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed
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them all." Three inspired writers of the New Testament had·no
doubt about the historical truth of the overthrow of these cities
of the plain (Rom. ix. 29; 2 Pet. ii. 6; Jude 7). We have no
hesitation, then, in believing this record. We dare not doubt
what our Divine Lord believed. We dare not regard as incredible
an event whose truth is borne witness to by holy men of God who
spake and wrote as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. Fully
believing the narrative of the overthrow of the cities of the plain,
let us reverently consider some of its teaching.
1. The redudion of the cities of the plain to ashes was a
divine judgment. "The Lord rained upon Sodom and upon
Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven." It
was His act. How He did it we are not told. In some way or
other not recorded the Lord caused brimstone and fire to descend
on these cities so that they were completely destroyed. Sodom
and Gomorrah were but small kingdoms. They were in federal
union with three other cities-Admah, Zeboim, and Bela (Zoar)
(Gen. xiv. 2, 8). All of them perished except Zoar, which was
spared for Lot's sake (Gen. xix. 19-23). These cities" the Lord
overthrew in His anger, and in His wrath" (Deut. xxix. 23).
Those who say that God is too merciful to punish the ungodly
have only a one-sided and distorted view of His character. Not
only in the Old Testament but also in the New are we taught that
God is a God of judgment. In the New Testament we read of
"the wrath to come." There, too, we read that "the wrath of
God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men" (Rom. i. 17), and of One Who" treadeth
the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God"
(Rev. xix. 15). As the late Bishop J. C. Ryle says, "Hell, hellfire, the damnation of hell, eternal damnation, the resurrection of
damnation, everlasting fire, the place of torment, destruction,
outer darkness, the worm that never dies, the fire that is not
quenched, the place of weeping, wailing, and gnashing of teeth,
everlasting punishment-these, these are the words which the
Lord Jesus Christ Himself employs." He goes on to say, "Once
allow that hell is not eternal, and you may as well say that God
and heaven are not eternal. The same Greek word which is used
in the expression 'everlasting punishment,' is the word that is
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used by the Lord Jesus in the expression 'life. eternal,' and by
St. Paul in the expression 'everlasting God'" (Matt. xxv. 46 ;
Rom. xvi. 26).-(Holiness, Its Nature, etc., pp. 249, 250.)
How can we doubt that God is a God of judgment after the
terrible and appalling war which caused and is causing such awful
and untold suffering 1 All history, sacred and profane, goes to
. prove that a time may come when God will righteously punish
that city or nation which gives itself over to rebellion against His
authority. "Righteousness and judgment are the foundation
of His throne" (Psa. xcvii. 2; R. V.).
"The Lord hath His way in the whirlwind and in the storm,
and the clouds are the dust of His feet. . .. 1%0 can stand before
His indignation 1 and who can abide in the fierceness of His
anger 1 His fury is poured out like fire, and the rocks are thrown
down by Him" (Nahum i. 3, 6). Blessed are they who tremble
at His word, and who hide themselves in that Saviour Whom He,
in wondrous grace and mercy, has provided for the eternal salvation of His people.
2. The reduction 0/ the cities 0/ the plain to ashes was a retributive
judgment.
It was because of sin. "The men of Sodom were wicked and
sinners before the Lord exceedingly." The sin of those cities ,,-as
"very grievous." It cried for vengeance (Gen. xiii. 13; xviii. 20).
They gloried in sin, so that it is written, "They declare their sin
as Sodom, they hide it not" (Isa. iii. 9). They were without
shame. They had no painful sensation arising from a sense of
guilt. "Behold, this was the iniquity of. . . Sodom, pride,
fulness of bread, and abundance of idleness was in her and in her
daughters, neither did she strengthen the hand of the poor and
needy. And they were haughty, and committed abomination
before Me: therefore I took them away as I saw good" (Ezek.
xvi. 49, 50). Pride, haughtiness, idleness and sensuality were
some of the sins of which these cities were guilty. They had
fulness of bread, but they forgot the God to Whom they owed
their prosperity, and being lifted up with pride they were brought
low and, abased by the retributive justice of God. Ah, what need
there is for nations and individuals to beware lest they forget the
Lord. "lVhen thou shalt have eaten and be full, then beware
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lest thou forget the Lord" (Deut. vi. 11, 12). We may depend
upon it that when judgment comes upon a nation or an individual,
sin is the cause.
3. The reduction of the cities of the plain to ashes was an overwhelming iudgment.
It was awful in its character. The cities, all the plain, all the
inhabitants and that which grew up(jn the ground, were all overthrown. When Abraham got up early in the morning and looked
toward Sodom and Gomorrah he "beheld, and 10, the smoke of
the country went up as the smoke of a furnace." " It rained fire
and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all." Not one
person escaped. No sooner had Lot and his two daughters left
Sodom and entered into Zoar than overwhelming judgment came
upon the cities and all the inhabitants thereof. Not ten righteous
persons could be counted in Sodom. Probably when Lot, his
wife and daughters had left, not a single righteous person remained.
What an awful condition morally these cities were in! How ripe
they were for judgment, and how terrible and overwhelming the
judgment was when at last it came! And why was this judgment
recorded .~ It was recorded partly that we might know that
"the Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly" (such as Lot),
" out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of
judgment to be punished" (2 Pet. ii. 4-9). Is it not solemn to
think of the sin and iniquity which abound in our own cities ~
Despite all the sufferings and chastisements of the War, there is
no real sign of repentance. As a nation we are turning more and
more away from God. Our newspapers recommend that our
parks should be opened for games on the Lord's day. The
desecration of the Sabbath is increasing. That restraint which
the hearing of God's Word read and preached is calculated to
impose upon people's minds is becoming less and less powerful,
becau£e attendance at places of worship is declining. If men
break the Fourth Commandment, what security is there that they
will not break the others ~ The safety o,f life and the security of
property are dependent upon reverence for the laws of the decalogue. If these are forgotten and the message of the Gospel is
spurned, lawlessness is bound to increase, and merited judgment
will sooner or later follow.
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4. The reduction of these cities to ashes was a sudden and un-

I

expected judgment.
The morning when this Divine judgment came was bright and
glorious. "The sun was risen upon the earth when Lot entered
into Zoar." It was, then, when all seemed bright and beautiful
that the Lord rained upon the cities of the plain brimstone and
fire. Note the "when" of verse twenty-three, and the "then"
of verse twenty-four. "When Lot entered into Zoar" the sun
was risen. "Then the Lord rained . . . brimstone and fire fram
the Lord out of heaven." No indication of this awful judgment
was manifest. The aspect of the plain of Jordan was presumably
as beautiful as ever, "even as the garden of the Lord, like the land
of Egypt, as thou comest unto Zoar" (Gen. xiii. 10). Eating and
drinking, buying and selling, planting and building were going on
as before (Luke xvii. 28). Lot's announcement that the Lord
would destroy Sodom was received with absolute incredulity. No
judgment could overtake the city, however, till Lot was safe.
" Haste thee, escape thither; for I cannot do anything till thou be
come thither" (Gen. xix. 22). The Lord remembered Abraham's
prayer, and He graciously refrained from any action until Lot was
safe. Then suddenly, unexpectedly, and overwhelmingly, judgment
fell upon these guilty cities.
" Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily,
therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do
evil" (Eccles. viii. 11). They go on in their sins as though judgment would never come, and as though the teaching of the Bible
in regard to judgment were not true. Oh the folly of ignoring what
a righteous God hath revealed. "He that, being often reproved,
hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without
remedy" (Prav. xxix. 1). Awful indeed is.divine judgment when
at last it comes. "Sodom was overthrown as in a moment, and
no hands stayed on her" (Lam. iv. 6). Scoffers may to-day
ridicule the idea of coming judgment, but" When they shall say,
peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them,
as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape"
(1 Thess. v. 3). The Lord in mercy to His elect people doth not
yet fulfil all His revealed purposes of judgment. Their eternal
salvation is at present His concern. He is longsuffering to His
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people, not willing that any of them should perish, but that all of
them should come to repentance. "But the day of the Lord
will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shalt
pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with
fervent heat; the earth also, and the works that are therein, shall
be burned up" (2 Peter iii. 10). As fire was used to destroy the
cities of the plain, so the present heavens and the earth are
"reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition
of ungodly men."
5. The reduction of these cities to ashes was an act of differential
ivilgment.
The Lord put a difference between His own people and the
ungodly. Abraham, standing afar off, beheld the smoke of the
country going up as the smoke of a furnace. Lot was aware of
the awful judgment though he was forbidden to look behind him.
Neither Abraham nor Lot, however, perished in this awful catastrophe. Why? They were both God's people. Both were
accounted righteous before God in the blood and righteousness
of a Coming Redeemer: By the grace of God they had been
saved, and by that same grace not a hair of their heads was singed
by the fire and brimstone which fell from heaven. When the Lord
determined to slay all the firstborn in the land of Egypt He said,
"But against any of the children of Israel shall not a dog move
his tongue, against man or beast: that ye may know how .that
the Lord doth put a difference between the Egyptians and Israel"
(Exod. xi. 7). Under the shelter of the blood of the passover lamb
Israel's firstborn were safe, and under the shelter of the blood of
the Lamb of God the Church of God is safe. There is no condemnation for them that are in Christ Jesus. Blessed truth indeed!
Not that our merits can in any measure secure our safety. Such
a thought must never for a moment be entertained. It was grace
which saved Lot, and it is by grace that all the people of God are
saved. The angels laid hold on Lot's hand, "the Lord being
merci/ul unto him," and Lot acknowledged that his deliverance
was due to grace. "Behold now, Thy servant hath found grace in
Thy sight, and Thou hast magnified Thy mercy, which Thou hast
shewed unto me in saving my life." It was grace which provided Lot
with a city of refuge. The same grace hath provided Christ to be
29
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the city of refuge for all the elect people of God. Reader, art thou
in safety ~ Art thou in the City of refuge ~ Is Christ thy Hidingplace ~
"Enwrapt in thick Egyptian night,
And loving darkness more than light,
I madly ran my sinful race,
Too proud to seek a Hiding-place.
" But lo! a gracious voice I heard,
And mercy's heavenly form appeared;
She led me on with smiling face,
To Jesus as my Hiding-place."
(J. Brewer).

THE

The Vicarage, Whitington,
Btoke Ferry, Norfolk.

EDITOR.

(Thomas Houghton.)

AN AWFUL WISH .
.IN the market place of the ancient town of Devizes a beautiful
monument has been erected on which there is an inscription which
illustrates in a remarkable way the Divine displeasure against sin.
The following is the inscription :"The Mayor and Corporation avail themselves of the stability
of this building to transmit to future times the record of an awful
even t which occurred in this market-place in the year 1753, hoping
that such a record may serve as a salutary warning against the danger
of impiously invoking Divine vengeance, or of calling on the holy
name of God to conceal the devices of falsehood and fraud.
"On Thursday, the 25th of January, 1753, Ruth Pierce, of Potterne,
in this county, agreed with three other women to buy a sack of wheat
in the market, each paying her due proportion towards the same. One
of these, in collecting the several quotas of money, discovered a
deficiency, and demanded of Ruth Pierce the sum which was wanting
to make good the amount. Ruth Pierce protested that she had paid
her share, and said' she wished she might drop down dead if she had
not.' She rashly repeated this awful wish, when, to the consternation
and terror of the surrounding multitude, she instantly fell down and
expired, having the money in her hand."
some reason or other a Christian lady took a dislike to an old
woman in the congregation of the place of worship which she attended.
One day, when talking to the minister ontside the chapel, "she noticed
the object of her aversion standing at a little distance and said to him
in her impulsive mallJ.ler, 'I do not like that old woman.' He quietly
replied, ' But the Lord does.' "
FOR
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Then spalee Solomon, The Lord said that He would dwell in the thick
darkness. I have surely built thee an house to dwell in, a settled
place for thee to abide in for ever."-1 KINGS viii. 12, 13.

THE first word in our text brings us to a note of time-" Then."
Solomon the king spake this word after that the priests were come
out of the holy place. The ark had been placed there, and now the
symbol of the Divine and promised presence is evident as "the cloud
filled the house of the Lord, so that the priests could not stand to
minister because of the cloud; for the glory of the Lord had filled
the house of the Lord."
The thick darkness of the cloud, or the dazzling glory which shone
through it, struck terror in their hearts so that they could not stand
to minister therein. They felt holy awe at the Divine presence and
majesty. They could neither minister nor burn incense "for the
glory." From the cloud, the bright and glorious stream of light came
forth and spread itself over the house, and then took up its abode in
the most holy place. "A cloud covered the tent of the congregation
and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle" in the wilderness
(Exod. xl. 34).
The same glory was seen in the vision of Ezekiel when" behold the
glory of the God of Israel came from. the way of the east; and His
voice was lilre a noise of many waters: and the earth shined with his
glory ... and the glory of the Lord came into the house" (Ezek.
xliii. 2, 4, 5). It is the glory of the Lord that is found wherever His
people are, Where His true worshippers are, there is He in their
midst. "Then" it was that Solomon the king who had built this
"exceeding magnifical" house, prompted by the wisdom asked of
and bestowed bv his God, it was then that Solomon rehearsed the
Covenant promi;e, " The Lord said that He would dwell in the thick
darkness; I have surely built thee an hcuse to dwell in, a settled
place for thee to abide in for ever."
He thus allays the priests' consternation, and quiets the terror
which had seized them that they could not proceed in their ministerial
offices. "The Lord said." Then this is a fulfilment of His word!
" For hath He not said and shall He not do it?" "God is not a
man that He should lie." Will He break His word? Will He ever
forego His promise? "The Lord said." Oh! let this quiet the minds
of some exercised soul, who is hanging his all, staking his eternity,
as it were, upon some word of His upon which he has been caused to
hope. It is a blessed reality to be enabled to go to the throne of
grace with " Thou saidst" on our lips. It is a strong plea, a holy
argument. It is active, lively faith, though the possessor can see no
further than these ten letters. Every child of God will prove its
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fuliilment sooner or later, and is charged to "wait" "though the
vision tarry." "Thou sawst, I will surely do thee good," and every
worm Jacob will praise the" good" done by his God sooner or later
in God's own time and way.
And thus Solomon is declaring that God is fuliilling what He said
He would do, just like the apostle in later days of Pentecostal blessing.
" For these are not dlUnken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the third
hour of the day. But this is· that which was spoken by the prophet
Joel."
It was the fuliilment of the word of the Lord, and not a jot or tittle
of this can ever fail. This is the performance of His sworn word
which gives His children sooner or later to admire and adore.
Oh! how soon our fears arise and questionings and doubts possess
our minds, and we forget the promises. The priests needed the'
reminder of the Word of the Lord and the encouraging from the king.
The much darkness preceding the breaking forth of glory would fill
them with great awe and solemn fear and questioning as to what
the darkness portended. Doubtless nothing that they expected.
The Lord's ways are not man's ways, and the darkness goes before
the revelation of light. "For God who commanded the light to
shine out of darkness hath shined in our hearts to give the light
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ."
V{hen that blessed revelation of light is risen upon us, we quarrel not
with the darkness which makes so majestic a background.
It was" when the sun was going down, and a deep sleep fell upOn
Abram," that the Lord's dear servant suffered" an horror of great
darkness," but Abram had presently the revelation and "behold a
smoking furnace and a burning lamp that passed between the pieces"
of his sacrifice, and his God was there!
Jacob would not have been without his lonely pilgrim journey,
the stones for his pillow, and the dark night, when he was favoured
witb that heavenly dream, and beheld" a ladder set up on the earth,
and the top of it reached to heaven, and behold the angels of God
ascending and descending on it," and then and there the receiving into
his heart the Covenant promise of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob's God!
His, even Jacob's God, was there! Nor would Moses, who did exceedingly quake and tremble at the awful majesty of God in the mount,
have been without that dispensational dealing when he was presently
to hear out of the mount" that burned with fire," and out of the
"blackness, and darkness, and tempest," the voice of glorious'
Majesty which declared unto His servant, "Lo, I come lmto thee in
a thick cloud." Moses' God was there.
And we are led on in thought to that darkness unlike any other,
even that "darkness which was over all the land from the si.:"th to
the ninth hour," when they clUcified the Lord of life and glory, when
being made sin who knew no sin, the spotless Lamb of God, the Sinbearer of His people, suffered as none can comprehend, the curse of
God; the hiding of His Father's face because the holy and righteous.
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God could not look upon sin. But oh! beloved, what glory rested
upon that " cloud of darkness"? what was presently to result
therefrom? even Rest, Victory, and Resurrection; a sun to arise
which should never set; a morning of life to follow that dark night
of death, a morning without clouds, one Everlasting Day!
Now, children of God, you may have profitably taken home to your
hearts this portion of Scripture for your meditation. You may have
fOlmd it corresponding with your experience, and the writer's. Our
last article upon valley treading has been singularly appropriate to
our experience, and it may have met the case of those treading the
valley of sorrow, trial, or afRiction. Little did the writer think when
penning it how soon she was to find herself there that she might praise
in her own soul what was sent forth to comfort others of the elect
family.
And now the valley of sorrow has again been traversed: and again
she has been called to yield up another dear sister after many weeks
of weariness. During that time of ministry the soul was utterly
cast upon the absolute sovereignty of God, though blessedly given to
recognize His pity joined with His power. The answer did not come
in the way asked, and for the most part the Lord was silent. Yet in
mercy there was even rest in His silence; I'est in His sovereignty;
rest in His tl1lth that He was God, and that "whatsoever the Lord
pleased that did He in heaven, and in earth, in the sea, and all deep
places."
Yes, " the Lord hath HIS way in the whirlwind and in the storm,"
and presently His children prove to their restored joy how "clouds
are the dust of His feet." Well is it when they are preserved from
a kicking, murmuring, and rebelling spirit, for He will have His way,
and that way is all mercy for them. Submit they must, sooner or
later, and reign He will in and for them. So that it is our wisdom
to come straight to Him and leave all in His dear hands, to choose
and to command, whilst we remind our exercised hearts that He is
" too wise to err and too good to be unkind." It is for faith to say,
" It is the Lord, let Him do what seemeth Him good," and to leave
HinI in His own time and way to break the silence and explain. It is
for little faith to repose upon her unchangeably faithful Friend, and
however deep the waters, or fiery the afRiction, to prove they do not
overwhelm us. The furnace may be heated seven times hotter than
was wont, but like the three youths, everyone of God's watched-over
and Divinely-cared-for children shall come forth unharmed.
Daniel only saw the CLOSED mouths of the lions as he testified, " My
God hath sent His angel and hath shut the lions' mouths."
And ofttimes, you children of God have looked on when in afRiction,
and been enabled to testify that the fire burns you not, the waters
drown you not, but that your God is faithful to His work and word,
when He hath tried you, you will come forth as gold.
Yet the darkness is very real and meant to " be felt." "The Lord
hath said He would dwell in the thick darkness," and how often during
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those sad and weary weeks did the heart repeat with quiet content,
"He in the thickest da.rkness dwells,
Performs His work, the cause conceals,

And while His methods are unknown,
Judgment and Truth support His throne."
It reminded one of the psalmist's words: "Clouds and darkness
are round about Him, righteousness and judgment are the habitation
of His t,hrone." It is all light and one eternal day with Him. It is
we who perceive Him not and who lose sight of Him. But our wisdom
and our mercy is to rest there. For said Daniel, " He knoweth what
is in the darkness, and the light dwelleth with Him." He knoweth all
that darkness of thine, poor tempest-tossed soul. He is there and
even dwelling in it with unhurried majesty, unchanging purpose to
do His will, and intent to do thee good in thy latter end. And the
light also is with Him-is His, and it "dwelleth with Him." Oh!
is not this sufficient to quiet our fears and silence our questionings 1
If, dear child of God, you are now walking in darkness and have no
light, oh! may faith he given you to sustain you meanwhile, that
you may wait for God's day, wait though the vision tarry, wait though
in the valley of weeping for the door of hope to open, and wait until
the night of weeping shall give place to the morning of singing, and
the revelation from Himself that He Who was in the darkness was
doing His sure work, which would presently bring thee forth to the
light. He gives the treasures of darkness and hidden riches of secret
places, that thou mayest know that He, the Lord Who calls thee by
thy name, is the God of Israel. God, even our own God, has made
darkness His secret place, and that is the dwelling-place of His children.
Such He assures them" shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty."
Thus we are safe and secure. Thus may we be content to dwell and
wait until the Lord our God arise and shine upon us with His eyerlasting light, and change our night of weeping to the moming of singing.
Then the language of our hearts in that delivering hour will be,
"He brought me forth also into a large place; he delivered me, because
He delighted in me."
R.
" THERE be some who seem to speak as if they meant to say nothing,
and they succeed to their heart's content, if that is their intention;
nothing comes of it. The children of God trained under their auspices
do not know whether God has au elect people or not-whether the
saints will persevere or whether they will fall away and perishthey do not know whether Christ redeemed everybody, or somebody.
They have no clear notion whatsoever of the things which make for
their peace. May we be preserved from all wilfuJ ignorance and
woeful infatuation. May God supply us constantly with strong meat
and SOillld health to digest it."-(Spurgeon's "Trumpet Calls to
Christian Energy," p. 306.)
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,Sermonr,; anll N oUr,; of j;etmonf3,
HIS PRESENCE.
A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL,
BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON.
"When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee."ISAIAH xliii., part of the 2nd vel'Se.
I THINK, dear friends, that the history and experience of the Lord's
true people may be su=ed up in the words of the Psalmist when
he says, "We went through fire and through water; but Thou
broughtest us out into a wealthy place." I say I think that that in
a few words embraces the entirll history and experience of God's
true people on earth. "We went through "-we went through fire,
and "we went through "-we went through water, but those things
being so, nevertheless Thou didst bring us out, and not merely bring
us out, but didst bring us into "a wealthy place." That is always
God's ulterior design regarding the afflictions of His Church, to give
her "an expected end," the end upon which He has set His heart.
Notwithstanding the depth of these waters and the fierce heat of these
flames, you see they are impotent to hurt the people of God. And
so to-day we have this precious promise given us, "I will be with
thee when thou passest through the waters."
In the figurative language of Scripture, waters are often used to
imply sorrows, troubles, afflictions, and death. These are figuratively
spoken of as waters.
Now, in the first place our text gives no promise to the people of
God of inlmunity from these waters; on the contrary, we take the
language of the text to confirm the certainty of these waters, that
they shall be 'passed thl'Ough and passed out of by all believers. Of
course, the Lord in His Sovereignty varies the depths of these waters
in tbe particular cases of His deal' children; all His saints do not
pass through the same deep waters of SOlTOW, the same deep watersof trouble, the same deep waters of affliction perhaps, or the same
experiences in death perhaps, but the Lord regulates all these things
by measure. He takes each into account and determines upon the
issues always with an eye to the advantage of His exercised children.
No, there is no pl'Omise of i=unity from these waters; it is not
written, "If thou passest thl'Ough the waters, I will be with thee "not if, but" when thou passest through." I say again, there is no
pl'Omise of escape from the passage through the waters, in some
measure or other of them. The Children of Israel of WhOlll we have
been reading to-day and their entering into the Land of Promise, of
Covenant promise, must needs pass thl'Ough the waters, fil'St the
waters of the Red Sea and afterwards the waters of the Jordan. They
must pass through the waters both at the beginuing and at the ending
of their wilderness experience extending for forty years. There were
o
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waters that beset them, that hindered their going, and therefore the
Lord undertook for His true Israel.· The waters are His waters. The
sea is His, and He made it, imd the rivers, too, are His-the rivers
of waters, He turneth them whithersoever He will. The Lord sitteth
above the water flood, the flood is always beneath His feet. Literally
was this the case, as you remember, when the poor, tried, tempesttossed disciples on the Sea of Galilee needed to be saved; the Lord
Jesus hastened to their help, treading the waters which threatened
them under His blessed feet; they were nothing to Him, He used
them, if I may so put it, to convey Himself to His disciples in their
fears. And so we delight to think the Lord's ways are still to keep
the waters beneath His feet, He is always above the waters, He sitteth
above the waters. And so, dear children of God, if you are-as you
are-interested in this subject, just note a few pOints.
The children of Israel must pass through the swellings of Jordan.
There was no other way into the Land; not only no shorter way, no
easier way, but no other way. And so there is no other way Home to
the Heavenly Canaan but through the waters of passage which the
Lord has determined. "When thou pasoost through the waters."
You will observe in the next place the Lord does promise, gloriously
promise, to His people His Presence when they pass through the
waters, whatever form, figuratively" speaking, these waters may
take---sorrow, trouble, aflliction, or death. The Lord has pledged His
OWl) great Name that He will be present with His people.
"I,
Jehovah, will be with thee." How beautifully illustrated this truth
was in the case of the literal Israel and their passing through the river
Jordan. We were told this morning that Jordan was at the flood
at that particular time and date. The Lord so ordained it that it
should be in the spring season that Israel shonld pass from the wilderness side to the Canaan side of Jordan. They entered the Land upon
the anniversary of the day of the slaying of the Paschanamb in Egypt
-to the very day. How marvellously the Lord times, does He not,
His dealings with His people ~ And so in this case He would bring
them across Jordan. Jordan was in flood,· Jordan overfloweth all
his banks in the harvest on aCCOtUlt of the melting of the snows in
the north, Hermon and Leba.nus. The melting of the snows as the
warm weather returns fills the Jordan to overflowing, and that was
now exactly the season. You see here is illustrated man's extremity
being God's opportunity. However deep the waters if He so determine, He will show Himself to be superior to the waters. The fact
that Jordan was in flood was no difficulty to Israel's God, the God
of the promises, and therefore He made revelation of His will concerning the people and their passage across the Jordan to His dear servant
Joshua-Joshua the type of Jesus, the very name signifying" He
shall save." And then Joshua delivered the revelation God had
made to him unto Israel. He gave the revelation of God's mind to
.the priests and told them what must be done. They must carry the
Ark of the Covenant which was the token of J ehovah's Presence into
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the Jordan. We do not find that a single priest raised any objection;
said, " How is this to be done, Jordan is in flood 1" They left these
matters alone because apparently they were men of faith, consequently
men of obedience. And so they lifted the Ark; it was not this time
carried by the Kohathites, but carried by priests-Levites, and so
soon as the feet of these men who carried the Ark-the symbol of
Jehovah's Presence----.so soon as the soles of their feet touched the
fringe of the waters, the mere margin of the waters of Jordan, they
parted. God put forth His power along with this instrumentality.
If you remember, the waters of the Red Sea were parted by the outstretching of the rod of Moses in accordance with God's comm.andment,
but there is no rod in use here. The Ark was not indeed constructed
when they crossed the waters of the Red Sea, but now God had been
pleased to localize His Presence in connection with this symbol, this
Ark of the Covenant, and so, as it was borne to the waters, the waters
parted. It was not the soles of the feet of the priests that did anything,
it was the Lord's Presence, it was the symbol of His Presence borne
shoulder high by those obedient, believing priests that caused the
waters to flee. What aileth thee, 0 sea; and thou, 0 Jordan, what
aileth thee, that thou wast driven back 1 Jordan was troubled at the
Presence of the Lord, and as His will was to restrain its mighty waters
in their descent from the northern part of the country into the sea,
the Dead Sea, Jordan stood back and became a heap as it were, a
congealed mass of waters very far from the spot where Israel crossed,
so that immense numbers of people might pass over on either side
of the Ark when once it reached the bed of the river and the waters
were dried up. It was not a narrow passage, mark you, through
which the Lord led about a million people at that time, through which
to hasten oveT. We are told they did hasten, but plenty of room
was Divinely provided for them that they might pass over in an orderly
way. God is not the God of confusion but of order, and so they
passed over without let or hindrance, the Lord providing the way.
So He promises His Presence to His dear spiJ:itual Israel, "When
thou passest through the waters thou shalt not lack My Presence, I
will be there to go down with thee into the deeps."
Now I ask you to turn for a few moments to the historical record
we have of the passage of the Jordan in the 4th of Joshua; there we
read in the 10th verse: "The priests which bare the ark stood in
the midst of Jordan "-until when 1 "until everything was finished."
There I pause-" until everything was finisqed." The ark might
not go up out of the bed of the river until everything was finished
that God had revealed it His purpose to perform, and which He had
commanded Joshua to tell the people. This word "finished" is
emphatic. God always finishes what He begins. If He begin a work
of grace in a dear favoured sinner's heart, that beginning is a pledge
of His perfected performance. Said the apostle Paul, I am persuaded
" that He Who hath begun a good work in you, will perform it until
the day of Jesus Christ." Whence got he that persuasion but under
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the teaching of the Holy Spirit that God's work is a perfect work?
Once begun the pledge is given of the finishing of the work. And so
the Ark was to remain in the bed of the Jordan until, mark it, everything was finished. However little, however great, all must come to
pass that the Lord had revealed of His will concerning the passage,
the safe passage, of these His dependent people through the Jordan,
though the time was the swelling of Jordan. "And the people hasted
and passed over." It was a good time, their hearts were very joyous.
The delivering hand of God had already brought mighty things to
pass and the Land was immediately before them. They had only
to lift their eyes across the dried-up bed of the Jordan and there stood
Canaan, the Land promised to Abraham, and to Isaac, and to Jacob,
ages and ages before. God-keeping His word, God-fulfilling His
promise, God-present in the midst of His people. "And it came
to pass, when all the people "-not a babe, nor the weakest in the
families of Israel left behind-" were clean passed over," that is, when
the last had well set his foot upon the Canaan side of the river, "that
the ark of the Lord passed over"; just as the Ark was the first to
enter so it was the last to go out of the bed of the river. God's
purpose was to carry over His people in safety, and therefore see how
He watched step by step in bringing this thing to pass. It was the
presence of the Ark in the bed of the Jordan which kept the waters
piled up as a heap many miles away. God can work at great distances.
God in His beloved Son this morning rules in the heavens. He equally
rules all things on the earth. He is able. Distance is nothing to Him.
He is able to will yonder and it comes to pass here. "All power is
given unto Me, all power in Heaven and earth." And so it came to
pass that, when all the people were clean passed over, the Ark of
the Lord passed over, and the priests, in the presence of the people,
so that I suppose as th~y passed over they turned their faces Jordanwards because there the presence of the Lord was localized. The
right posture, the right form, and the right frame of the worshipper
is to look God-ward. "I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills," why
so? Our God is the God of the hills, the hills are the settlement of
His purposes and promises, and therefore we look up. Jesus, even
Jesus, in the 17th of John it is recorded, lifted up His eyes to Heaven
and said, "Father." And so be it ours through grace ever to look
God-ward in all our worship and in all our service, and in all our goings,
for if our eyes are set upon Him, our feet will not go far astray. If
we pray, "Hold Thou me up in my goings," His answer is, "Look
unto Me." And thus it was, it says so distinctly in the passage I have
read, "When all the people were clean passed over" the Ark came
forth borne by the priests "in the presence of the people." They had
not turned their backs upon it. In the presence of the people the
Ark was brought up out of the deeps and the waters returned in all
their strength again-Israel all of them down to the least and the last
now on the Land, the good Land, the Land flowing with milk and honey,
the Land promised and pledged and sworn unto Abraham and his seed.
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And so I would seek to comfort God's children this morning who
are passing through waters, it may be, in the case of some, waters of
godly sorrow. Now the Lord says, "I will be with thee when thou
passest through the waters of godly sorrow." Godly sorrow ever
becomes us; sorrow for sin, not once in a way only, nor at the beginning of our Christian experience merely, but a life of godly sorrow
becomes us because we continue to be sinners, although forgiven
sinners. VV'e continue to be great sinners, although our great sins are
blotted out. Godly sorrow is therefore still fitting and comely in
the children .of God, and the more humble our hearts grow in a sense
of sin the more blessed will be the measure of the Lord's presence
realised by us in the waters of godly sorrow. I say "waters" in
Scripture figuratively illustrate and imply godly sorrow, sorrow of
all sorts, but especially godly sorrow.
Then again the circumstantial troubles of the Lord's people. "Man
is born to trouble as the sparks fly upwards." "Man is born "-that
refers to his first birth; all men are born to trouble because they
are sinners by birth, and sin and trouble are inseparable. But man
when he is born. again, man born again, is born to further trouble.
There are not only the common troubles of the flesh to which flesh is
heir, but there are the troubles of the righteous, " many are the troubles
of the righteous." Now the Lord says to His dear troubled people,
"I am with thee-I am with thee. Passing through as you are the
deep waters of trouble, La, I am with thee." The Ark is yet in the
bed of the river; Christ is present with His people day by day, and
all the day; night by night, and all the night. "La, I am with you
all the days, even unto the end of the world." "When thou passest
through the appointed troubles-many are the troubles of the
righteous-I will be with thee." Remember Who it is speaketh
thus-it is the God of all consolation. However many and however
bitter the troubles of the Lord's people, whether they are troubles
outward or inward troubles, the Lord is pleased to sanctify them by
His presence. If we have the Lord with us in our troubles, how light
they become. We find no longer pressure under their burden, we
find them profitable to our souls; the bitter becomes sweet, and the
rough places smooth, and the darkness is to us as light, for if He be
with us-and He is-in these troubles according to His promise, He
sweetens by His presence them all, and makes them unto us good
and profitable.
The soul afllictions of the Lord's people, how frequent they are.
Not only does not a day pass by without soul afllictions in the household and family of God, but, oh! from hour to hour afllictions are
appointed, some of them greater than others, some of them more
acute than others, some of them lasting longer than others. Oh,
many are the soul afllictions of the Lord's people. Jeremiah speaks
for them, I think, as well as for himself, when he says, "I am the man
that hath seen aflliction." He speaks for the family, he speaks for
each believer. There is not a dear child of God here this morning
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who is riot at this present time passing through more or less of soulafRiction. It must be so in the nature of the case because we are not
yet perfect, not yet perfected, and we bear about with us a body of
sin and death all the day long, and the plague of our own hearts is
always with us. Now the Lord says, I too am with you; while the
plague of your hearts is always with you, I too am with you in the
deep waters of soul afRiction; and if I be with you it is to beal' you
across, to carry you through, to bring you out and to bring you up.
And therefore the children of God learn as Hezekiah did in his day" By these things men live, and in all these things is the life of my
spirit." Thus the Lord by keeping His word keeps us in perfect
peace_ By keeping His word of promise to us He gives us courage
and strength to hold out, and to hold on, and to hold through.
And then lastly, the appointed circumstances of death. Death is
spoken of in Scripture figuratively as "waters." Now the Lord in
this, as in all other phases of this promise, is true to Himself. Remember
that He Who promises to be with His people in the swellings of Jordan,
in the article and circumstances of death, is the Resurrection and the
Life. "I will be with you when nature gives way, your Streugth and
your Stay. When death shall seem to be acquiring the victory, I
will, as the Resurrection and the Life, give the soul victory over
death." 0 death, where is thy sting if these things be so 1 Where
is thy victory, 0 grave-if these things be so 1 And these things are
so. It is God Himself Who cannot lie, Who here pledges His great
Name that He will be present in the deep waters of a life of godly
sorrow, of circumstantial trouble, of sonl affiiction, and in the circumstances of death.

•

•

QUESTIONS PROPOUNDED IN HOLY WRIT.

V.
" Who in the heaven can be compared u.nto the Lord? Who among the
sons 0/ the mighty can be likened u.nto the Lord? "-PSAL)! Lxxxix. 6.
\

THESE words, taken in connection with the context, declare the almighty
. power of the Lord, and the Psalmist calls heaven and earth to witness
thereof. After all he had been privileged to experience of the mercies
and faithfulness of the Lord described in verses 1-5, language failed
him to express adequately his praise of the Lord's majesty, glory, and
holiness, and he exclaims in a strain of adoration ;"Who in the heaven can be compared unto the Lord 1 Who
among the sons of the mighty can be likened unto the Lord 1 "
The question has a twofold bearing, viz., an appeal to the sky,
which shows forth the stupendous works of God in creation, and to
the mighty of this world; the difference between these two, viz.,
inanimate and animate, with the sacred person named is so infinitely
great that the question tends only to exalt the Lord in His wondrous
works in creation, and His immutable love in the Covenant of grace.
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" And the heavens shall praise thy wonders, 0 Lord: thy faithfulness also in the congregation of the saints" (verse 5).
The Lord our God is incomparably great and Holy in all His works
and attributes-" there is none like unto the Lord our God" (Exod.
viii. 10). He is not to be limited in His power, for that is Almighty,
or in His holiness, for He is most holy. The children of Ephraim
provoked Him in the wilderness-" and limited the Holy One of
Israel" (Psa. Ixxviii. 40,41), and wicked men of the present day are
doing the same; but
"The Lord reigneth, He is clothed with majesty; the Lord is
clothed with strength, wherewith He hath girded Himself: the world
also is stablished, that it cannot be moved.
"Thy throne is established of old: Thou art from everlasting"
(Psa. xciii. 1-2).
Consider the glorious name of the Lord as rendered in Psalm lxxxiii.
18, and Isaiah xii. 2-Jehovah-revealed to Moses as "I AM THAT
I AM." (See Exod. iii. 14.)
" That men may know that Thou whose name alone is J ehovah,
art the most high over all the earth."
It has been observed, and rightly so, that, as the Lord is Jehovah,
so that sacred name belongs to each Person of the Godhead-(Dr.
Hawker's Concordance and Dictionary to the Bible, pp. 323, 402)Jehovah the Father, Jehovah the Son, Jehovah the Holy Ghost. One
glorious Triune J ehovah.
Peter in his first Epistle, chap. 1, declares the blessed offices and
operations of each glorious person of the Godhead. See also the
testimonies of Panl in Ephesians i. 3; John in John i. 1; Peter in
Acts v. 3 and 4.
"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ."
In the third verse of Psalm lxxxix. there is direct reference to
the Covenant of grace with the Lord's chosen.
"I have made a Covenant with My chosen, I have sworn unto
David My servant."
The glory of God and the infinite mercies and blessings of this
Covenant are the themes that lead up to the Psalmist's question.
Notice that in the context, and in l}"lany other parts of the Scriptnres,
David is presented to view as a type of the Lord Jesus Christ, the
spiritual David, and that the meaning of his name-" Beloved, Dear,'"
adds great beauty to the type, e.g. :" Then thou spakest in vision to thy holy one, and saidst, I have
laid help upon One that is mighty; I have exalted one chosen out of
the people."
" I have found David my servant; with my holy oil have I anointed
him" (Psa. lxxxix. 19, 20).
And in the genealogy of Jesus Christ, recorded in the first chapter
of Matthew, He is mentioned as being the Son of David.
" The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the
son of Abraham."

•

•

The Gospel Magazine

442

Further notice the context has reference to the Covenant of grace.
The three glorious persons of the Godhead entered into this Covenant
with everlasting love to all the spiritual seed of David for their eternal
salvation.
" He hath given meat unto them that fear Him: He will ever be
mindful of His Covenant" (Psa. cxi. 5).
"Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our
Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of
the everlasting Covenant" (Heb. xiii. 20).
It is a Covenant ordered in all things and sure.
" Although my house be not so with God; yet He hath made with
me an everlasting Covenant, ordered in all things and sure: for this
is all my salvation, and all my desire, although he make it not to
grow" (2 Sam. xxiii. 5).
God the Father chose a family in God the Son to be their Redeemer,
and all whom the Father has chosen are predestinated "unto the
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to Him.self, according to the good
pleasure of His will " (Ephes. i. 5). And they are regenerated, sanctified, and sealed by God the Holy Ghost, and made meet for their
inheritance above.
The prophet Isaiah is in accord with the Psahnist. See chapter
40, verses 18, 28, and 29.
" To whom then will ye liken God! or what likeness will ye compare
unto Him ~ "
" Hast thou not known ~ hast thou not heard, that the everlasting
God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not,
neither is weary! there is no searching of His understanding.
" He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might
He increaseth strength."
With a desire towards His Holy Name, the children of God, knowing
and feeling their need of a Saviour, they, as poor broken-hearted and
miserable sinners, are led .to cry with the Psalmist for mercy.
"I will slllg of the mercies of the Lord for ever: with my mouth
will I make known Thy faithfulness to all generations.
" For I have said, mercy shall be built up for ever: thy faithfulness
shalt Thou establish in the very heavens" (Psa. lxxxi:"L 1, 2).
"Eternal God I 0 Thou that ouly art
The sacred fountain of eternal light,
And blessed loadstone of my better part,
o Thou, my heart's desire, my soul's delight I
Reflect upon my soul, and touch my heart,
And then my heart shall prize no good above Thee;
And then my soul shall know Thee; knowing, love Thee;
And then my trembling thoughts shall never start
From Thy commands, or swerve the least degree,
Or once presume to move, but as they move in Thee."
(Franci. Quar/e•.)

St. Leonards-on-Seo..

EBENEZER CARR.
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"AND KEEP SAYING UNTO THEE, FEAR NOT."

1T is so sweet in this dear family MAGAZINE to have the co-operation
and precious fellowship which exists in no small degree amongst its
members. So I do value the love of the beloved reader who has just
sent me the following translation of Isaiah xli. 13, the American
version, " For I the Lord Jehovah will hold thy right hand and keep
saying mlto thee, Fear not, I will help thee." The words, "and
keep saying," have gripped my heart, for they so exactly express His
constant care and continual presence and His most tender, patient
love. We are such creatures of sense and fear that we need incessant
re-assurance from His own lips, and are not satisfied without it. It
has been aptly said that the life of the believer is summed up in two
words, "constant dependence," and, praise to His matchless grace,
also in "constant upholding."
May the Holy Spirit guide us into all truth as we seek His enlightenment and His mind upon this very precious and God-given passage.
In our own authorized version we have the words, "For I Jehovah
thy God "-which is ill some measure more reassuring than the
American translation, "For I the Lord Jehovah." There is an
intensely personal note in the words" thy God" which speaks volumes
to the heart of our personal possession, of His separated interest in
His own, of His familiar dealing. We recall the loving transactions
with us individually in His own sweet, peculiar way, which only they
who have not only tasted that He is gracious, but who know Him
intimately, can read or understand. Thus the expression" Jehovah
thy God" is especially dear to His beloved people.
At the same time the American definition" I the Lord Jehovah "
has peculiar sweetness to the believer from the fact that it expresses
the power of God, His majesty and His absolute omnipotence. It is
a very strong, infinitely stl'Ong assertion. "I the Lord Jehovah."
And His personal interest is signified in the words which follow: "I
the Lord Jehovah will hold thy right hand." Jehovah the Covenant
Three in One---in the threefold act of redemption, purchase, and indwelling, in the love, the sacrifice, and the sealing. The Ahnighty
Father Who freely gave the Son Who for the joy that was set before
Hinl suffered the Just for the unjust, the Holy Spirit Who enlightens,
sanctifies, and comforts, are all engaged with one purpose holding thy
right hand, Christ-loved believer.
There is the definite promise, upholding thy right hand. Many
times the significance of the right hand has been pointed out in these
pages, so I will not recapitulate, only draw attention to the sweetness
and security of being held. We are all familiar with the sight of the
parent holding the hand of the little child, and how skilfully it is guided
in the safe path and turned aside from the danger which often looks
so very pleasant to inexperienced sight. Thus our tender Heavenly
Father deals with us. "I will hold thy right hand." But the right
hand is not always held just during walking, it is held for acting, and
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the double pressure ensures the carrying out, the accomplishment of
the object. The held hand is power, the single weak hand is failure.
The" I will" of Jehovah is the greatest possible assurance, and thus
His holding is firm and incontestable. "I will hold thy right hand."
Say it over and over again, dear reader, till the sweetness permeates
thy heart and thou wilt be strong, strong in the Lord of hosts, strong,
not in thy right hand, but in the holding of thy right hand-by the
Lord Jehovah.
Now take the most supremely exquisite words "and keep saying
unto thee, Fear not, I will help thee." He does not assert this fact
just once, and expect us to remember. No, He knows our feeble
frames, our ready fears, our poor memories, our trembling hands and
hearts. So He reminds us and keeps saying whilst holding, " Fear not,
I will help thee." Is not this indeed graciousness and constant
assurance 1 Again and again has He whispered in our e~tremities,
" Fear not," and we have seen and known His timely help; yet we
forget, or, seeing only the peril or the difficulty with the eye of sense,
we feel again ready to perish. In the days of Jesus' humiliation when
the great tempest in the sea aroused the fears of His poor disciples,
they appealed unto Him, saying, "Lord save us: we perish." In
another passage, St. Mark puts it more bluntly, " Master, carest Thou
not that we perish 1" He did care. How swiftly He rose and calmed
the winds and waves, and how gently He spoke to His alarmed
disciples, "Why are ye so fearful, 0 ye of little faith 1" They saw
only the raging sea, they did not realize that Christ was on the ship,
but their appeal to His power was not made in vain. Thus, dear
child of God, is it now. He sees thy fear, and He sees that although
thou knowest Almighty power is on thy side, thou art afraid, and He
keeps saying to thee all the time holding thy hand, "Fear not, I will
help thee."
" Against me earth and hell combine:

•
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But on my side is power Divine;
J egUB is all, and He is mine."

Three times in the chapter from which this assurance is taken is it
reiterated in the course of five verses.
And He does help, and He does hold safely. He" will nenr, never
let go your hand," as Dr. Weymouth translates Heb. xiii. 5. His
attention is not diverted by passing objects. His care never relaxes
for a moment. His grip is always firm, and to cheer you along He
not only holds your hand securely but keeps saying, "Fear not, I-will
help thee." He is saying it now to His sons and daughters in these
dark, dark days, when all seems so very mysterious, and we feel so
very, very helpless. How often. David, the man after God's own
heart, appealed to Him for help and testified, " I was brought low and
He helped me."
Believer, this is part of His discipline to bring low that we may see
and feel how utterly weak and helpless we are. "He raiseth them
that fall" (Psa. cxlv. 14). Our stumbling feet and powerless hands
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and trembling hearts are being constantly dealt with, never forgotten;
our feet are guided, our hands held and our hearts cheered with His
continual" Fear not, I will help thee." It may be the long weariness
of pain, but He keeps saying, "Fear not, I will help thee, and there
is no pain where I am leading thee." Or, it may be the loneliness of
bereavement. One by one the tender hands of loved ones are withdrawn, and the hearts that never failed to respond to thine are taken
away to the land of love, but He keeps saying, "Fear not, I will help,
and thine heart shall rejoice with Me in resurrection reunion by and
by." Or, it may be that thine earthly possessions are dwindling in
these terrible days, but He keeps saying, "Fear not, I will help thee.
Ye have in heaven a better and an enduring substance." Or, it may
be none of these but the suffering of hearts estranged, of misunderstanding, of persecution in a thousand subtle ways, of cold looks,
avel'ted eyes; and disparagement, yet He keeps saying, "Fear not,
I wiII help thee, 1 suffered and I understand." Or, it may be thy
spirit is weighted with apprehension and consciousness of sin, with
inability to lay hold on the refuge set before us; yet He keeps saying
unto thee, "Fear not, I will help thee, I the Sin Bearer. Come unto
ilk" There are even deeper depths that the exercised family of God
pass through, times of darkness, fire and tempest, fierce assaults from
the world, the flesh, and the devil, when not eveH His Whisper is heard,
but all the same He " never, never lets go the hand." He is always
near. His perpetual presence is ours even here, and though" all hell
should endeavour to shake He'll never, no never, no never forsake."
"Ye are bought with a price," "JJurchased with His Own Blood,"
ransomed from sin, death, and hell, and so precious to Him, loved
with an everlasting love. May our loving Lord make this contemplation a word in season to some of His houbled ones.
" On earth the song begins,
In heaven more sweet and loud,
To Him who drowns our sins

In His atoning Blood."

"HE TOLD NOT illS FATHER OR illS MOTHER."
IT is to be remarked that twice over in Judges xiv. it is said of Samson,
" he told not his father or his mother" what he had done: but it is
plain that his whole line of action was of God. And knowing from
Hebrews xi. that it was through faith that he wrollght his mighty
deeds, perhaps we may imply that it was from his earliest days tha.t
the secret of the Lord was with him, and that in all his subsequent
passions and depressions, in the opposition and plaguing of his friends,
in the solitariliess of his power and prowess, he knew, as only those
who have faith know, where his great strength lay. It was a prayer
of simple faith and dependenee that he prayed after the slaughtel' of
the thousand Philistines. "Thou hast given this great deliverance
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into the hand of Thy servant, and now shall I die for thirst 1" Help·
less and spent after the tremendousness of the effort, he lay at the
feet of God in Whose hand was his life. He had nothing to claim of
the Lord for what he had done. Elijah had nothing to claim after his
slaughter of the enemies of Israel and of God. They must still be
" the poor dependents on His grace," and faith and prayer have little
time for idling. Samson rests from his labours now, but he might not
rest at Ramath-lehi, although heaps upon heaps, his dead lay at his
feet. His body was weary and his tongue parched, but it is in the
wilderness of circumstances that faith flourishes, and there the Lord
revives the spirits, and strengthens the hearts of His waiting people.
If Paul had had time to tell more of Samson, he would no doubt have
admired the faith that shone out of his sightless eyes when he looked
up to the Lord and prayed his last prayer. He believed himself
forgiven for all that was past; he regarded not his own fault that
had brought him to be the plaything of his enemies; but he poured
out his soul to God, and he obtained his request. Perhaps it was a
desire that had burned in his soul during the long grinding in the
prison house, perhaps he prayed that if the Lord had a favour to him
still, entirely undeserving as he was, he would give him once more
to be avenged on his and his Lord's enemies. It would be one of the
secrets of his heart, untold as the early day secrets were to any but
to God. In the silence and sorrow of his captivity, a kinder voice
than Delilah's would invite him to tell out all his heart, and he in the
inevitable obedience of faith would pour out confession, repentance,
and fainting hope. "My sheep," Christ said, and He spoke of such
as Samson, "hear My voice." Ire tells them, as they arc able to bear,
all that is in His heart. He told them (when He was here) of the
Father-His and theirs-and of the Comforter. He told them of
the place to which He was going, but He would not have spoken of
such a destination if it had not been theirs too. Many things He told
them in parables, and they were as dull of comprehension as we are;
many things He told them plainly, and they rejoiced or grieved on
hearing them. They grieved when He said, "I tell you the truth,
it is expedient for you that I go away." It was expedient then that
He 'should leave them behind for a while. It is expedient now that
His people should mourn His absence from their souls, His inactivity
when they are tossed with tempest, and His long tarryi.ngs. Day
and night they wait upon Him. "Tell me, 0 Thou Whom my soul
loveth "-" Tell Thy servant" and He, Who speaks Tmth, says, "I
tell you though He bear long with them, I tell you He will avenge
them speedily."
FOLLOWER-ON.
"THERE is but one sure guide, and hut one path to either
truth or unity, the Spirit and Word of God; and happy are those
who suhmit to be led by that guide, and to walk in that path."Dr. Charles Hodge.
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SOME FUNDAMENTAL TRUTHS.

IX.

JUSTIFICATION.

IN one of the oldest, most probably the oldest book of the Bible,
the question is asked: "How should man be just with God"?
(Job ix. 2)-righteous be/ore God, as the margin reads, i.e., in His
sight, or presence. The form of the question, and its context, implies
the impossibility of a man's standing righteous before God, by reason
of his own righteousness. So the Psalmist (Psa. cxliii. 2), "Enter
not into judgment with thy servant: for in Thy sight shall no man
living be justified."
.
Job's question is one which has troubled every conscious, sinconvinced, sin-burdened sinner, since the world began. How can [,
guilty sinner that I am, appear before God as righteous ?
Others, the ungodly, the unregenerate, are not troubled by it, or
if they give the matter a thougbt, suppose that a fancied righteousness
of their own, what they have done, or have refrained from doing, or
yet hope to do, can enable them to stand before God, and escape His
wrath!
What a delusion for a sinful man to imagine that he could stand
as righteous before that Holy One, Who .is "of purer eyes than to
behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity" (Hab. i. 13).
It is utterly impossible for a man to stand before God on account of
some (imaginary) righteousness or goodness of his own, for (1) The
Holy Scriptures are dead against such a thought. "There is none
righteous, no, not one" (Rom. iii. 10). "There is none that doeth
good, no, not one" (v. 12). All are "by nature, the children of
wrath" (Eph. ii. 3). (2) A man's own righteousness-creature
" goodness "-such as is commonly spoken of amongst men, and of
unregenerate men, is a law 0/ obedience, a partial obedience rendered
to the letter of the law of God, but failing to yield that full obedience
which it demands, viz., perfect love to God and man (see Matt. xxii.
35-40). And SO it is written: "Now we know that what things
soever the law saith, it saith to them that are under the law; that
every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty
before God" [R.V., "may be brought under the judgment of God "]
(Rom. ill. 19). "Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no
flesh be justified in His sight" (v. 20). (3) Every child of Adam is
by nature and practice a sinner, and therefore it would be a contradiction in terms to speak of such an one as righteous. "All have
sinned, and come short of the glory (that is of the praise or approval)
of God " (Rom. iii. 23).
And yet, in the riches of His grace, the Gospel makes known the
glorious truth that God does justify, that is, account just, or righteous,
His people chosen in Christ. "Whom He called, them He also
justified" (Rom. viii. 30).
To justify is to account righteous. It is not to make righteous,
by infusing, or imparting righteousness, but to account, reckon, or
•
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consider to be righteous. When we read (Luke xvi. 15), " Ye are they
that justify yourselves before men; but God knoweth your hearts,"
we understand that the Pharisees accounted 01' considered themselves
righteous.
And when we find the Apostle Paul triumphantly exclaiming (Rom.
viii. 33), "Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect 1 It
is God that justifieth," we know that it means that God accounts,
and declares in His Word, that His people are righteous, and that
no one can therefore lay anything to their charge. Nor will God
Himself lay anything to their charge, for the words may be translated:
Shall God that justifieth 1
In this Scriptural sense of the word, is justification defined in the
eleventh of the "articles of religion" of the Church of England, on
"Justification." ""vVe are accounted righteous before God, only for
the merit of om Lord and Saviom Jesus Chl'ist by faith, and not for
our own works or deservings."
Now (1) Justification is by grace, the sovereign grace of God.
Rom. iii. 24: "Being justified freely by His grace, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus." The words "freely by His grace,"
show that justification is irrespective of any works done by its subjects.
It is not for our merit 01' deservings, but altogether gratuitous-of
God's free grace, of "His kindness towards us through Christ Jesus."
Nor does human sin place any barrier in its way, for God" JUSTIFJETH
THE UNGODLY" (Rom. iv. 5).
This is true of every justified person, but is conspicuous in the case
of some in the Chmch of God at Corinth, who had been formerly
notoriously depraved sinners, and of whom it is written: "And
such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but
ye are JUSTIFIED in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of
om God" (1 Cor. vi. 9-11).
(2) Justification is "through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus." We are justified" freely," by the grace of God, "Who is
rich in mercy" (Eph. ii. 4), but at what a cost! The procming cause
is the death of the Son of God, Who, as the Sin·bearer, " gave His
life a ransom for many." We are" justified by His blood." God, in
the riches of His grace, "justifies the ungodly" (Rom. iv. 5), inasmuch
as "Christ died for the ungodly" (Rom. v. 6), and "Being now
justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him"
(Rom. v. 9).
.
In the chapter just quoted from, it is shown that, as sin, condemua·
tiou, and death have passed upon all in union with the first man,
Adam, so "the gift of righteousness" (v. 17), 01' " justification unto
life " (v. 18), has come upon all in union with" the last Adam,"
the Lord Jesus Christ. "For as by one man's disobedience many
were made sinners, so by the obedience of One shall many be made
righteous" (v. 19).
The meaning of this last text is that ".the many," those
in tmion with the Lord Jesus Christ, shall be constituted righteous,
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or be "justified," by reason of His obedience, Who "became
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross" (Phi!. ii. 8). This
stupendous truth is made abundantly clear by (2 Cor. v. 21, RV.),
" Him who knew no sin He made to be sin on our behalf; that we
might become THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD IN HIM:."
(3) Justification is realized, experimentally, by faith, a faith founded
upon what God hath made known in His Word. In Rom. iii. 22 we
read that" The righteousness of God" is "by faith of Jesus C4rist,
unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference;
for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; being justified
freely by His grace, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus;
Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith." The
sin-distressed sinner, " taught of God," and hearing of Jesus the great
SaviolU", trusts in Him, believes His word, and has the comfort of
knowing that He is "of God made unto us wisdom, and righteousness,
and sanctification, and redemption" (1 Cor. i..30).
But his faith is not the ground of his justification, but the means
whereby he comes to know that he is justified, and to have the enjoyment of this" grace." Being justified by faith we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ: by whom also we have access by
faith into this grace wherein we stand" (Rom. v. 1, 2). Faith is
God's gift (Eph. ii. 8), a " fruit of the Spirit" (Ga!. v. 22), and so far
from its being meritorious, it is expressly declared (Rom. iv. 16, RV.),
" For this cause it is of faith, that it may be according to grace."
(4) Faith is evidenced by its fruit. Calvin wrote: "It is faith
alone which justifies, but the faith which justifies can never be alone."
Similarly, the Church of England declared, "Good works . . . do
spring out necessarily of a true and lively faith; insomuch that by
them a lively faith may be as evidently knO\\~l as a tree discerned
by the fruit (Article XIL).
.
This is distinctly enforced in the Epistle of James (cl/. ii). In that
chapter, a faith apart from works is described as " dead" (v. 17) and
"barren" (v. 20, RV.). It is the kind of faith which devils have
(v. 19), a belief in God, but no love for Him, only fear. "The devils
believe and tremble."
On the other hand, Abraham's faith led him to obey God, when
severely tried by His co=and to offer Isaac his son upon the altar.
Rahab's faith, too, led her to hide the messengers, and to send them
out another way. She acted thus. because she believed in God
(Joshua ii. 11). Abraham and Rahab were "justified by works"
(i.e., evidentially), their deeds proving the genuineness of their faith.
In concluding this paper on justification, I think I cannot do better
than quote the words of the "judicious" Hooker, as he has been
called: "The righteousness wherein we must be found, if we will
be justified, is not om own; therefore we ca·nnot be justified by any
inherent quality. Christ hath merited righteousness for as many as
are found in Him. In Him God findeth us if we be faithful, for by
faith we are incorporated into Him.. Then, although in ourselves
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we be altogether sinful and unrighteous, yet even the man which in
himself is impious, full of iniquity, full of sin; him being found in
Christ through faith, and having his sin in hatred through repentance;
him God beholdeth with a gracious eye, putting away his sin, by not
imputing it, taketh away the punishment due thereunto, by pardoning
it; and accepteth him in Jesus Christ as perfectly righteous, as if
he had fulfilled all that is commanded him in the law; shall I say
more perfectly righteous than if himself had fulfilled the whole law 1
I must take heed what I say; but the Apostle saith, ' God made Him
Which knew no sin; to be sin for us, that we might be made the
righteousness of God in Him.' Such are we in the sight of God the
Father, as is the very Son of God Himself.
" Let it be counted folly, or phrensy, or fury, or whatsoever. It is
our wisdom and our comfort; we care for no other knowledge in the
world but this, that man hath sinned, and God hath suffered; that
God hath made Himself the sin of man, and that men are made the
righteousness of God."
Marshall (Sask.), Canada.
ROBERT J. NoYEs.
RESTORING.
" Then I restored that which I took not away."-l'sALM Ixix. 4.
THESE words suggest that Christ restored even" to man a righteousness
divine, complete, a royal robe to suit the nuptial rite." Jehovah
the Son did this as a foundation or groundwork for recovering unto
us, and restoring unto us, and regaining unto us, as Milton says,
"those seats of heavenly bliss we forfeited by our rebellion against
God in our fall in and by Adam." So I believe there is a true worship
of "God rendered by that poor sinner who in the house of the Lord
"sings the praises of the Lord, with the Spirit and with the understanding in the words of such a hymn as Mr. Hart's :-

" When Adam by transgression fell
And conscience fled His Maker' ~ face,

Link'd in clandestine league with hell,
He ruin'd all his future race.
Tbe seed of evil once brought in,
Increased and filled the world with sin."
Yes, it is a blessed thing to join in the singing of such a hymn, and
feel the soul there and thus visited and blessed with the gracious power
of the Holy Spirit, and to feel His doctrine drop as the rain, distil
as the dew, as the small rain upon the tender herb, and as the showers
upon the grass.
We observe that a striking similarity is found between Psalms xxi.
and xxii., and Ixviii. and Ixix: the triumphant notes of the firstnamed being succeeded by the mournful notes of the Psalm immediately following, showing that the Man of sorrows has His eyes first
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o~ the joy set before Him in His triumph over all His and His people's
enemies. "Who for the joy that was set before Him endured the
cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the
throne of God."
Christ never took away the honour due to God by man's obedience
to the holy law, for the law as given to Adam and his posterity reckoned
in him was holy, just, and good. Nay, it was man, by listening to and
receiving the lie of Satan, that took away the honour due to it, by
his breach of the covenant of works made with him in Eden, which
disobedience on his part opened up or made a way for Him to come
-the glorious Speaker in the text Who, in the Covenant of grace, is
called the Healer of the breach, the Restorer of paths to dwell in.
Christ represented in that Covenant everyone of Jehovah's vessels
of mercy, everyone of the" given ones" (John xvii), everyone chosen
in Him before the foundation of the world, as the Man whose obedience,
in the days of His flesh, should constitute them righteous. "Thy
people also shall be all righteous and their righteousness is of Me, saith
the Lord." This blessed Restorer, the author and finisher of their
faith, gives them faith to deny and to turn away from their own and
all other righteousness whatsoever, and to look alone to Him and
His righteousness and to depend on it, to trust in it, to abide by it, and
to cleave to ·it.
,
We certainly cannot tell how long a space of time would have been
given to Adam as the representative of the human race in the covenant
of works, before God should have confirmed both him and them as
righteous therein to all eternity. Had it been an obedience of a
thousand years, i.e., seventy less than his natural life upon earth,
it would have been a glorious testimony borne by man in a state of
innocence and uprightness to the honour due to the law and its just
claims upon him; but man came short in "continuing not in all
things written" therein, and in the breaking of one command quickly
found himself involved in the guilt and transgression of all. Freewill might be said to be then in the field, and this is the ulmost it
could do for man in innocence. What now can it do for bim, corrupt
and depraved, sold under sin, and in the hand of Satan, who, as the
strong man armed, is mightier than he'l But after all it would have
been only a human righteousness handed down to his posterity, had
Adam continued in obedience, bringing the creature no nearer to
God than the obedience of the unfallen, elect angels who through
the grace of their election kept their first estate and have been
confirmed of God in Christ therein. Here is a Divine Restorer by
His suretyship obedience magnifying the law, and so making both it
and His redeemed honourable-so it is His own word-" Since thou
wast precious in My sight. thou hast been honourable, and I have loved
thee." To go back to that" since," you must consider and attend
to what is said in Jeremiah's thirty-first chapter, This is the fruit
of the earth which is excellent and comely, extending itself to " an
inheritance incormptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away,
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reserved· in heaven for them who are kept by the power of God through
faith unto salvation." So there is seen to be a deep meaning in our
Lord's words-" If thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments." Hence Erskule :"When Christ the tree of life did climb
I see both law and grace in Him."
Wnen this Restorer cried, "It is finished," He had so met all the
vast claims of God's law that in Hinl His people are justified from
all things from which the law of Moses could not justify them, and yet
with all their privileges there are thousands in England to-day,
unconscious, it may be, of the fact, seeking to be justified by it
(Rom. x. 3).
Sin being a want of conformity unto, as well as a transgression of,
the law of God, the Church's Surety, Christ, first comes in where Adam
went out, in a contilluance in, and a confonnity to, the law, by whose
obedience, as we have said, "many are made righteous" and shall
inherit glory. But He no less bears and endures the threatened
penalty, and by His sufferillgs and death He restores or makes peace
by the blood of His cross, so as to have all His prisoners delivered
from the pit of hell in which is no water.
Was Pharaoh's butler restored to his former place and office to
taste the wine and serve therewith his lord and master? Lo! this
Restorer and Ransomer by His death delivers His people from a
worse prison, even from sin, Satan, the world, death, hell, and the
grave; and advances them to a place where He drinks wine with
them in His killgdom.
Had Adam communion with God in a state of illnocence? Surely
he had, though we know not to what extent. Who took that away?
Not Christ his Maker and his God. And who restored it to him, to
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, and to the two disciples on the way
to Emmaus? (Luke xxiv. 32.)
Can we for ourselves say of Him and of the Holy Spirit :U

His sweet communion charms the soul,

And gives true peace and joy,
Which Satan's power cannot control
Nor all his wiles destroy."
It may be but a little while till some writers and readers of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE be called hence to be no more seen upon earth.
Now they may be feeling the infirmities and trials of old age. Oh!
,,,hat a mercy for them if Christ shall appear unto them ill their last
battle with their adversary, and with the last enemy, in order that
He may restore comforts to them and to their mourners, and restore
to them in their blessed experience "the years that the caterpillar
and the locust have eaten." Yea, to restore their souls to a knowledge
with power of what He is to them, for His great Name's sake.

Birkenhecui.

G. A.
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My DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,-After I had sent in my" article" Restoring"
for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, if struck me that I was not sufficiently
clear in one sentence, viz., One of the Covenant titles of our Lord
Jesus Christ is "The Healer of the breach, the Restorer of paths to
dwell in." I find I have erred ill so saying, as it is spoken (Isa. lviii.
12) concerning the ChUI"ch, and so may have a reference and respect to
the breach between Jew and Gentile uuder the Gospel dispensation
as Paul says in Ephesians, " For He is OUI" peace who hath made both
one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition." Yes, even
if it sound paradoxical, viz., the breaking down of a wall and the
healing of a breach. But certainly and pre-eminently, is our Lord
Jesus Christ, as restoring what He took not away, both a Healer and
a Restorer of paths to dwell in, for by His stripes we are healed of
the curse due to OUI" sins, and by His blood applied by the Spirit we
are delivered both from its guilt and "festering sores." So the
Psalmist blessedly found when he said, "Who forgiveth all thine
iniquities; ""no healeth all thy diseases" (Psa. ciii. 3). And" paths
to dwell in " remind us of the promise that" all the paths of the Lord
are mercy and truth unto such as keep His Covenant and His testi·
monies" (Prov. viii. 20, 21; Psa. xxiii. 3).
I am now finding not a few of the infirmities of my years, and the
very suitableness of the prayer and petition, " Cast me not of! in the
time of old age; forsake me not when my strength faileth." But I
have lived on earth to see much of the goodness of the Lord in the
land of the living. It is many years since an aunt of my mother's,
an old Scotch woman, said to me in about my twentieth year, "0
laddie, may you get grace, may you get grace." She used to read the
sermons of Joseph Irons, and I daresay would have been surprised
had I said to her, "Auntie, some years hence I shall stand in Mr.
Irons' very pulpit and preach the same doctrine, and, after coming
down from it, be told by an old hearer of his, 'I saw in you the very
spirit of Irons.''' Excuse this, dear brother. "The t<lstimony of
God is greater."
I am,
Yours affectionately in the Truth,
GEORGE ALEXANDER.
=====~

"BEING IN THE WAY."
LUKE xiii. 11-13..
WE do not read the woman sought Him,
Or knew that there His mission brought Him;
But she was with the throng
Who sang J ehovah's song;
Weary, and possibly derided,
She sought the rest by heaven provided;The teaching of the word,
The presence of the Lord.

454

The Gospel Magazine
He called her to Him; sure each eye
Within that Synagogue was on her';
In painful prominence she went;
And Jesus laid His hand upon her;"Woman, I set thee free
From thine infirmity."
Then, starting upwards in surprise,
She faced the God within His eyes,
And blest tbe power which brought
So great a boon, unsought.
I like the thought that Jesus called her;
For Satan had so long enthralled her;
She hoped for no salvation
Save dogged resignation;
Ah, Jesus knows how some long sorrow
Deadens the hope of a.ny morrow;
And fail we to pursue Him,
Unless He calls us to Him.

Oh, visit, Lord, our congregations;
Thon art the source of all salvations ;
Many, for many a year,
Have, stooping, gathered there;
And year by year continue stooping,
Till every working grace seems drooping;
They wait Thy Spirit's sealing,
Lord, call them out for healing.
Galleywood.
~I. A.
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MISS RUTH COWELL.
Too late for mention in the September issue we received the sad news
of the death of Miss Ruth Cowell's sister whieh took place. on Friday,
August 20th, at Redland, Bristol. Miss R. Cowell writes, " Again the
cloud of sorrow has fallen upon this home, and I am again bereaved
of a dear one, and am now 'alone yet not alone.' My dear sister
slept away on Friday at five minutes to seven p.m. After seven
weeks of weariness and weakness. . . With our God are these things.
He is with us in the deep waters and He has His way in the whirlwind
and in the storm." Miss R. Cowell, as our readers are well aware,
has for a long period ministered comfort and help to the Lord's family
by nieans of her Pilgrim Papers ill the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. In a
special degree, therefore, the sympathy of our readers will be felt for
her in this fresh great son-ow. The Lord is upholding her, and she
has been enabled to send her usual Pilgrim Paper for this issue. She
wishes "to thank the beloved readers for their words of eheer and
sympathy. "~t is impossible," she says, "to write individually. The
prayers of God's dear cbildren have done much to strengthen my
hands at this time of deep need, and I ask them to continue in their
prayers for me."
THE SALVATION OF INFANTS.
THE salvation of infants is a subject of deep interest. When we were
conversing some months ago with a friend in London, a reader of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE and a lover of its truths, he expressed the view
that the multitude of the saved would ultimately be greater than the
multitude of the lost, on the ground that in all things Christ must have
the pre·eminence. In har'mony ,vith this view we give extracts from
the writi.'1gs of the Rev. Joseph Irons, Dr. Charles Hodge, and Dr. A.
A. Hodge, and from. the Westminster Confession of Faith.
The late Rev. Joseph Irons says: "Shall I tell you Sunday-school
children, and other youths, why I am so desirous of hearing youthful
voices praise the Lor'd 1 Among other reasons of which I could adduee
many, it is because I think that when I get to heaven I shall hear
thousands of youthful voices to one adult's voice. The adults-those
persons who are saved by grace-are only' a little flock,' 'a handful
of corn'; but more than half the human race die in infancy, and I
believe that all who die in infancy go to glory; and consequently
when I get there I shall expect to hear a thousand infant voices to the
voice of one adult, though I will lift np mine, God helping me, as
loudly as I can among them all, to sing of salvation full and free."(Grove Chapel Pulpit, VoL Ill., p. 463.)
To the above conviction of so strong a Calvinist as the Rev. Joseph
Irons may be added the testimony of the Rev. Dr. A. A. Hodge. He
said, "The multitude of the redeemed will be incomparably greater
than the number of the lost. My father (Dr. Charles Hodge), at the
close of his long life spent in defence of Calvinism, wrote on one of his
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conference papers, in trembling characters, a little while before he
died, 'I am fully persuaded that the vast majority of the human race
,vill share in the beatitudes and glories of our Lord's redemption.'
Remember that all who die before complete moral agency have been
given to Christ."-(Evangelical Theology, p. 401.)
.
We note that the Westminster Oonfession of Faith, Chapter X, Section
nI, says, "Elect infants, dying in infancy, are regenerated and saved
by Christ through the Spirit, Who worketh when, and where, and how
He pleaseth. So also are all other elect persons, who are incapable of
being olltwardly called by the ministry of the Word." We suppose
this latter statement would refer to idiots.
In Dr. Charles Hodge's great work, Systematic Theology, VoL I, p.
27, that distinguished theologian says, "The conduct and language
of our Lord in reference to children are not to be regarded as matters
of sentiment, or simply expressive of kindly feeling. He evidently
looked upon them as the lambs of the flock for which, as the Good
Shepherd, He laid down His life, and of whom He said they shall never
perish, and no man could pluck them out of His hands. Of such He'
tells us is the kingdom of heaven, as though heaven was, in great
measure, composed of the souls of redeemed infants. It is therefore
the general belief of Protestants, contrary to the doctrine of Romanists
and Romanizers, that all who die in infancy are saved."
Dr. C. Hodge also says, " This is not inconsistent with the declaration
of our I..ord, in Matthew vii. 14, that only a few enter the gate which
leadeth unto life. This is to he understood of adults" (p. 26). Though
the subject is not free from difficulties, our readers will, we feel sure,
be glad to have the thoughts of eminent and good men in tegard to it.

CHRIST'S DEATH FOR HIS CHOSEN PEOPLE.
By THE LATE 11'1:&. C. H. SPURGEON.
" NINE persons out of ten who go to a place of worship do not know
the meaning of the Saviour shedding His blood for the remission of
sin. If you press them to tell you how it is that Christ saves, they
will tell you that He did something or other by which God is able to
forgive. Though the grand fact that Christ actually was punished
in the room, place, and stead of His chosen people is a fact as clear in
the Scripture as noonday-they do not see it. The doctrine of general
redemption-that Christ died for the damned in hell, and suffered the
torments of those who are afterwards tormented for ever-seems to
me to be detestable, subversive of the whole Gospel, and destructive
of the only pillar upon which our hopes can be built. Christ stood
in the stead of His elect; for them He made full atonement; for
them He so suffered that not a sin of theirs shall ever be laid at their
door. As the Father's love embraced them, so the death of His Son
reconciled them. And who are these that are thus redeemed from
among men 1 They are those that believe in Jesus Christ. This defini-
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tion is not more simple than conclusive to those to whom the work
of the Spirit of God is intelligible. If you do put your trust in Him,
it is evident that Christ died for you ill a way and manner that He
never died for Judas; He died for you so vicariously, that the offences
you have committed were imputed to Him and not to you, therefore
your sins are forgiven you. If you trust Him you cannot be punished
for your sins, for Christ was punished for them.. How can debts be
demanded of you that were paid originally by your Saviour ~ You
are clear. The Master said, 'If ye seek Me, let these go their way; ,
and when they seized Jesus they let His chosen people go. You are
clear, before God's bar you are clear. Nobody can lay anything to
your charge if you trust in Jesus Christ, for He suffered in your stead.
Ignorance of that great fundamental truth of the whole Gospel keep~
thousands in darkness."-(Spurgeon's Trumpet Calls to Christian
Energy, pp. 15, 16).

<ltoneaponlJrnct.
A READER'S APPEAL.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
"LITTLE DENE," DENE ROAD,
GUILDFORD, SURREY,
•
August 14th, 1920.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,-I have your letter of 13th instant. I feel sure
that if all the readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE make up their minds
that the truth of God shall continue to hold the field in these dark
days, they will see to it that its publication shall not be jeopardized
owing to the want of the funds necessary.
This most valuable Magazine has shone as a beacon light for 154
years, and, having regard to the imminence of our Lord's return,
surely it is the wish and determination of all its readers that their
Magazine shall still, and right up to the end, be an active instrument
in the hands of Almighty God for and on behalf of Christ, in reflecting
the true light amid the surrowlding darkness which seems to have
become Illore impenetrable as the Day approaches.
The late Dr. Hawker, in the latter part of the eighteenth century,
wrote as follows: "Were the interests of Zion ever at a lower ebb
than now ~ Did the waters of the sanctuary run less in a stream in
any period of the Church than the present ~ Surely it is like the
ingathering of the fruits of the earth at the autunlll of the year; the
. choicest are gone, the trees are unladen. It is only here and there,
as ' the shaking of an olive tree, two or three berries in the top of the
uppermost bough' (Isa. xvii. 6). The Lord hath been calling hOllle
His chosen. Death hath been housing the servants of the Lord. And
even those that remain, alas! are t"hey not more like the gleanings
than like the first ripe fruits ~ Who is there interested for Zion 1:
Who layeth it to heart that she languisheth in all her borders ~ "
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Such was Dr. Hawker's view of the state of the Church in his day,
and can it be said that conditions have improved since 1 Is not Dr.
Hawker's lamentation equally suited to the present times 1 Such
being the case, it behoves an the subscribers to determine that the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, at least, shall not fail.
Yours sincerely,
A. W. BIRD.

•

GOOD CHEER FROM TASMANIA.
To the Editor 01 THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. HouGHToN,-Herewith please find P.O.O. for £2 for GOSPEL
MAGAZINE printing fund, wishing you every success in your labours.
The good old Magazine is always welcome and is often the means of
blessing.
With kind regards,
Yours sincerely,
HOLDER BROS.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE" ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor 01 THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-We are needing the help of new friends in our efforts
to spread the Gospel of Christ amongst our soldiers and sailors, many
friends and helpers having been called home. A servant of Christ
writes, " I acknowledge very gratefully your gift of magazines, books,
and Testaments for distribution in connection with our work. The
parcels coming at a time when our stock was quite exhausted we look
upon as an answer to prayer. I am really grateful for your kiud
remembrance of us." Parcels of books are also welcome, and should
be sent either by Parcel Post 01' Goods Train, carriage paid.
Yours in Gospel bonds,
6, Stirling Road, Bath Road,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, September 1st, 1920.
THEREFORE let us humble ourselves to our God and Father everlasting, that He would increase that faith in us, and bring forth in us those
most blessed and sweet fruits of faith in our hearts and lives, which He
useth to work in those whom He hath elected; that so our faith,
being fruitful of good works, may appear to be, not a feigned but a
true faith; not a dead but a living faith; not a human but a divine
work in us; that so it may be to us an infallible pledge of our salvation to come. Let us labour to show ourselves the legitimate and
undoubted children of God in seeking above all things, that His holy
name may be sanctified in ourselves and others; and in imitating
His admirable love and gentleness which makes His sun to shine on
good and bad.-M. A. Flaminius (circ. 1541).
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Urotel:ltnllt iBeacon.
THE LAMBETH CONFERENCE.
THE English Churchman, in its issue for August 26th, concludes its
leading article on the Lambeth manifesto on reunion with the following faithful words :" It will be seen, then, that the actual study of this manifesto on
reunion strips it of the glamour in which it was at first invested. No
one can point out a single obstacle that it has removed, or step in
advance that it has taken. It has left things where they were in the
matter of re-ordination. It has rendered the interchange of pulpits
no easier than it was before. Its consent to the joint Communion
of believers could scarcely be more grudging. And its advice about
co·operation in social and philanthropic efforts is neither original nor
specially helpful. No real progress has been made. Indeed the
issue maybe the reverse of progress; for lack of advance often results
in retrogression. And the reason is not far to seek. The Bishops
forgot the old proverb, 'Physician, heal thyself.' It is idle for them
to talk of unifying the whole of Christendom while the divisions in
their own Chmch are so wide and deep. As long as they allow virtual
Romanism to prevail within the Reformed Church, their appeals will
not only bear the appearance of unreality, but will also manifest the
weakness which the attempt to reconcile contradictories must always
produce."
Another leader in the English Churchman for September 2nd says:
': It is a remarkable and a solemn fact that the recent Lambeth
Conference, consisting of two hundred and fifty bishops from all parts
of the world, in Communion with the Church of England, has not a
word to say about the serious departures from the faith which now
characterize a large number of the ministers of that Church. So
intent were the members of this Conference on 'reaching out towards
the goal of a reunited Catholic Church' consisting of the Church of
Rome, the Eastern Chmch, their own Church, and the Free Churches,
that not a word of concern is uttered about the glaring apostasy from
Reformation principles, the evil teachings of the Higher Critics, and
the denial of the Virgin Birth and the Resurrection. To contend for
the one faith which was delivered to the saints is surely one of the
paramount duties of the Episcopate. Moreover, a word about that
Divinely-given and precious faith in the righteousness of our God
and Saviour Jesus Christ would not have been out of place. There
is surely a great need in these days that the members of the professing
Church should be reminded of that great foundation truth that 'a
man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.''' On the
subject of Christian Unity which was one of the prominent subjects
dealt with at the Lambeth Conference, we would recommend our
readers to read again the" Wayside Notes" article in our issue of May,
1919. The dangers of present-day proposals are there pointed out.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.

WE would remind our readers of the service to be held (D.V.) in
John Newton's Church, St. },Iary Woolnoth, Lombard Street, on
Friday evening, October 8th, at 7 o'clock, when the Rev. G. W. Neatby,
Vicar of St. John's, Highbury, will preach. The Committee hope to
see the church filled on this occasion. Newton's hymns will be sung
as when the late Dr. Doudney occupied the pulpit of this church on
behalf of our Institution.
Sermons and collections have formed a special feature of the work
of the past month. The Rev. J. P. Wiles, M.A., of Devizes, again
showed his regard for Aged Pilgrims, and at Oxford and other places
much local interest was awakened.
Our friends at Brighton will be glad to see a good attendance at
the Annivm'sary in.the North Road Rooms on Tuesday, October 12th,
when, under the presidency of Mr. Joseph A. Densham, well·known
ministers will speak.
Tunbridge Wells continues to take a deepening interest in the work.
A Sale on behalf of the Home there has recently been held, Miss Philpot
and other ladies taking part therein.
The pension list of the Society is increasing and the expenditure in
pensions and upon the seven Homes is much in advance of last year.
The new Annual Report is ready and will be sent post free to any
address.

ll\ehiewll anb jl..otirell of 15ookll.
THE ROAD THAT LED ME TO CHRIST. By LIEUT.-COLONEL SETON
CHURCHILL. Pp. 12. Price 2d. or Is. 6d. per doz. (The Church
Book Room, 82, Victoria St., London, S.W.I.).
Lieut.-Col. Seton Churchill is well known as an Evangelical and
Protestant Churchman and a Christian writer of many books and
pamphlets. The pamphlet before us gives a deeply interesting account
of how this officer in the Army was led to a saving knowledge of the
Lord Jesus Christ. The sudden death of a friend, the faithful letter
of a Christian sister, a talk with a clergyman in his study, conversation
with a major, a question by a young subaltern, the lines of Dr_
Doddridge, "0 happy day that fixed my choice," etc., which were
being privately sung by the late Lieut. Neville Sherbrooke, who afterwards became Vicar of Clifton, all were used of God, until at last he
was enabled to say, "One thing I know, that whereas I was blind,
now I see." There are expressions used in this pamphlet of an
Arminian character, but apart from these the pamphlet illustrates
how the great Shepherd seeks and saves the sheep given to Him by
the Father. Incidentally the author writes of the great value of a
Christian home.
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