"

THE

GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
" COMFORT YE, COWORT YE MY PEOPLE, SAITH YOUR 000."
.. ENDEAVOURING TO KEEP THE UNITY OF TIlE SPIRIT IN TB:E BOND OF' PEACE."
.. JESUS CHRIST, TIm SAME YESTERDAY, AND TO·DAY, AND FOR EVER,"

No. 670.
NEW SBR1ES.

I

f

OCTOBER, 1921.

( No. ·1.870,
lOLD SERIl<S

AN APPEAL TO OUR READERS.'
THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
TWELVE months ago we placed before our readers,
on
,
behalf of our Co-Trustees, a frank statement of our financial position. In consequence of the greatly increased cost
of printing and postage we felt it necessary to make an
urgent appeal for prayer and for regular financial help.
The Trustees desire to thank God for His gracious answer
to our united prayers. They praise Him for enabling .them
to meet all their obligations for the year 1920, and they
warmly thank our many readers, rich and poor, for their
liberal response to our appeal.
They wish, however, to remind them that the need is
no less urgent than it was twelve months ago. The
Magazine is published very considerably below cost price,
and only by the regular help of our many friends can it
continue to be issued. The need of testimony to the great
doctrines of grace was never greater. The Trustees, therefore, confidently look up to our Covenant-keeping God still
to dispose the hearts of His scattered people to supply
them with the necessary funds to carry on this important
work. They would also urge our readers to use all their
influence to increase the circulation.
Donations and Annual Contributions may be sent to the
Publisher, Mr. Samuel Arnold, 74 Strand, London, w.e. 2,
or to the Editor.
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WORDS 011' SPIRITUAL CAUTION, OOUN8EL., AND COMPOBT.

" Who oomforteth us in all our tribulatlon. that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by We comfort wherewitli we ourselves are comforted of G"od."-2 COR. i. 4.
.

A CENSUS

~CH

CANNOT BE TAKEN.

" I beheld, and, 10, a great 1nuUitude, which nq man could number."
-REVELATION vii. 9.

ALL over the kingdom on June 20th of this year the head of every
household was required by law to fill up a Census paper. An
organized effort was being made to find out the exact number of
the people dwelling in the United Kingdom. The population of
the kingdom may indeed be described as a great multitude, but
it is a multitude which man can number. There is a multitude,
however, which no man can number. GOD alone can number
them. He Who has numbered the very hairs of our heads can
tell the exact number of the redeemed. He kDoweth them that
are His, and He kDoweth their exact number. There are many
things which man can not number. He can not number the stars.
Powerful telescopes may enable the astronomer to give some idea
of the number of the heavenly bodies, but it is approximate only.
"The host of heaven cannot be numbered" by man (Jer. xxxiii.
22). The LORD alone kDoweth their number. "He telleth the
number of the stars; He calleth them all by their names" (Psa.
cxlvii. 4). "Lift up your eyes on high, and behold Who hath
created these things, that bringeth out their host by number:
He calleth them all by names by the greatness of His might, for
that He is strong in power; not one faileth" (Isa. xl. 26). Man
can not number the grains 0/ sand on the seash01·e. Even the grains
of a child's bucketful of sand could not be numbered, much less
the miles and miles of sand at our various seaside resorts. J acob
in his prayer quoted the promise of GOD, "I "ill surely do thee
good, and make thy seed as the sand of the sea, which cannot be
numbered for multitude" (Gen. JaL',:ii. 12). The seed of Jacob
is the seed of Abraham, and Abraham's seed is not confined to his
literal descendants. "They which are of faith, the same are the
children of Abraham." "If ye be CHRIST'S, then are ye Abraham's

The Gospel Magazine

417

seed, and heirs according to the promise" (Gal. iii. 7, 29). The
complete fulfilment, therefore, of GOD'S promise to Abraham,
lsaac, and J acob, in reference to their seed, will take place when
GOD has" accomplished the number of His elect." Then it will
be evident that Abraham's seed is "as the stars of the sky in
multitude, and as the sand which is by the seashore innumerable"
(Heb. xi. 12). Though at present the number of those who enter
the strait gate is few, the ultimate result of GOD'S electing love and
redeeming grace will be the eternal glorification of a great multitude which no man can number. Blessed be GOD that the number
of the saved will be innumerable. The grace of GOD that bringeth
salvation will save a countless multitude.
Man can not nu,mber God's works and His thoughts towards His
people. "Many, 0 LORD my GOD, are Thy wonderful works
which Thou hast done, and Thy thoughts which are to us-ward:
they cannot be reckoned up in order unto Thee: if I would declare
and speak of them, they are more than can be numbered" (Psa.
xl. 5). Scientific men may tell us much about the works of GOD
in creation. They may astonish us with their statements about
the immense distances of the stars from our little planet. They
may tell us much about animals and fish, birds and insects, plants
and flowers, hills and mountains, valleys and rivers; but they
cannot number all the works of GOD. Their h'"llowledge is limited.
He "doeth great things past finding out; yea, and wonders
without number" (Job ix. 10).
Man can not number the multitude of the saved. The LORD
alone knoweth them that are His. We cannot read the heart.
H we were to try to separate the sheep from the goats we should
make great blunders. Many who are goats would be placed on
the right hand, and many who are sheep would be placed on the
left hand. The tares are not to be separated from the wheat now,
lest, while gathering the tares, we root up the wheat with them.
Nor will it be left to man to do this business at the end of ,this
age. "The SON OF MAN shall send forth His angels, and they
shall gather out of His kingdom all things that offend, and them
which do iniquity" (Matt. xiii. 41). The Census of the redeemed
people of GOD has already been Divinely taken. Their names
were written in the J"AMB'S book of life from the foundation of the
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world (Rev. Xlll. 8; xvii. 8}. "Rejoice," says CHRIST to His
people, "because your names are written in heaven" (Luke x.
20). In this book of life there are the names of females as well
as males. Some such were known to the Apostle Pau!. He said,
"Help those women which laboured with me in the gospel, with
Clement also, and with other my fellow-labourers, whose names
are in the book of life" (Phi!. iv. 3). In this book are written the
names of the whole Church of GOD which He hath purchased with
His Own blood. Hence we read of "the church of the first-born,
which are written in heaven" (Heb. xii. 23). Only those who
are inscribed in the LAMB'S book of life shall enter the heavenly
city of the living GOD. "There shall in no wise enter into it
any thing that defileth, neitber whatsoever worketh abomination,
or maketh a lie; but they which are written in the LAMB'S book
of life" (Rev. xxi. 27). Add to these inspired words the solemn
declaration found in Rev. xx. 15, "Whosoever was not found
written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire."
Oh, the mercy of being inscribed on one of the pages of the LAMB'S
book of life! To have our names on an earthly Census -paper is
of small moment, but to have our names in the heavenly Census
book, that is an unspeakably precious privilege. Dr. Doddridge
felt this when he wrote :" Grace first inscribed my name
In GOD'S eternal book;
'Twas grace that gave me to the
Who all my sonows took."

LA~m.

Toplady felt this when he wrote :" Sweet to look back and see my name
In life's fair book set down ;
Sweet to look forward and behold
Eternal joys my own."
Many particulars had to be set down on the Census papers
distributed to the people of the United Kingdom. Those whose
names were inscribed thereon had to declare their sex, age, nationality and occupation. In like manner many particulars are given
concerning the great multitude which no man could number.
1. We are told something about the nationality of this multitude.
The Revised Version tells us that it was a multitude "out of
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every nation, and of all tribes and peoples and tongues." Those
who shall form this countless throng will therefore come from all
parts of the earth.. They will "come from the east and west,
and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the
kingdom of heaven." CHRIST, when He comes aga.in, will "send
forth His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall
gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of
heaven to the other" (Matt. viii. 11; xxiv. 30).
GOD'S people are thus found in every nation. GOD is visiting.
all the nations of the earth to take out of them a people for His
name. Not whole villages, whole towns, whole countries are being
saved. Not on the mass, as some now suggest, is GOD displaying
His saving power, but He is manifesting His mercy to individuals
in every nation .and of every tongue, and these shall go to make
up the great multitude which no man can number. During the
period when" the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD,
as the waters cover the sea" the number of the saved will
evidently be on a larger scale than it is now. "As truly as I live"
(Jehovah said to Moses) '- all the earth shall be filled with the
glory of the LORD" (Isa. xi. 9; Num. xiv. 21) .. Satan cannot
hinder the Divine purpose to save all the people of His eternal
choice who have been redeemed by the blood of the eternal
covenant. In spiGe of all opposition the countless multitude of
the saved shall eventually stand before the throne, Toplady
smgs .:" I saw, and 10 ! a countless throng,
The elect of every nation, name and tongue,
Assembled round the everlasting throne;
With robes of white endued,
(The righteousness of GOD !)
And each a palm sustained
In his victorious hand;
When thus the bright melodious choir begun :
, Salvatiou to Thy name,
•
Eternal GOD, and co-eternal LAMB I
In power, in glory, and in essence, ONE! ' "
'2. We are told something about the dress 0/ this multitude.
They were "clothed with white robes." They· were" arrayed
in garments washed in blood." Their robes have been washed
and made white in the blood of the L~¥B. In other words they
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have been cleansed from all their sins in the fountain of CHRIST'S
blood. They have been delivered not only from sin's penalty and
power, but from the very presence of sin. It was for this end that
CHRIST, the heavenly BRIDEGROOM manifested His love to the
bride. He" loved the Church, and gave Himself for it; that He
might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the
Word, that He might present it to Himself a glorious church, not
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but, that it should be
.holy and without blemish" (Ephes. v. 25-27).
Those who are numbered amongst this multitude were able to
say with the prophet Isaiah, "I will greatly rejoice in the LORD,
my soul shall be joyful in my GOD; for He hath clothed me with
the garments of salvacion, He hath covered me with the robe of
righteousness." They renounced the filthy rags of their own
righteousness, and by faith they have put on the best robe-the
garment of CHRIST'S righteousness. Their song has been :Thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress,
Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head."

"JESUS,

Can we say, dear readers, that CHRIST hath washed us from our
sins in His own blood, and that we have" obtained precious faith
in the righteousness of our GOD and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST" ~
(2 Pet. i. 1, R.V.).
Blessed indeed are they who can say they have redemption
through CHRIST'S blood, the forgiveness of sins according to the
riches of Divine grace. Many may be numbered amongst the
population of England and yet not be washed and made white
in the blood of the LAMB.
3. W ~ a1"e told something about the expe1"ience of this multitude.
They have come out of great tribulation (Rev. vii. 14). The
words may in the first instance refer to the great tribulation which
will immediately precede the coming of the LORD. (See our LORD'S
words in Matt. xxiv. 21, 29). But tribulation is the appointed
portion of all believers. Tribulation arises because of the Word
(Matt. xiii. 21). Our LORD said to His disciples, "In the world
ye shall have tribulation" (John xvi. 33). "We must through
much tribulation enter into the kingdom of GOD" was the teaching
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of the Apostle Paul (Acts xiii. 22). To the Thessalonian converts
he wrote "That no man should be moved by these afllictions
(tribulations): for yourselves know that we are appointed thereunto" (1 Thess. iii. 3). The Apostle John spoke of himself as
"your brother, and companion in tribulation" (Rev. i. 9). The
experience then of all GOD'S people goes to show that many are
the afllictions and trials of the righteous. Divers trials come to
them as well as to others. They may be in heaviness through
manifold temptations. They may suffer from sickness in their
homes, and isolation from friends and dear ones. They may suffer
from lack of coal through a prolonged miners' strike. They may
suffer from straitened circumstances through limited incomes and
high prices. They are sure to suffer persecution, more or less keen,
if they are true to CHRIST, and uncompromising towards error and
worldliness. "Yea, and all that will live godly in CHRIST JESUS
shall suffer persecution" (2 Tim. iii. 12). Our LORD has plainly
forewarned us of this. "Men sh~n revile you, and persecute you,
and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for My sake."
That will be more or less the portion of GOD'S true people. If
they are not suffering for CHRIST'S sake in any degree they are
failing to go forth unto Him without the camp, bearing His
reproach. Suffering for CHRIST'S sake is the lot of all tl1lly faithful ministers of the Gospel. They are even rejected by professed
Evangelicals. They are excluded from important positions in the
professing Church, and however lovingly they proclaim the
distinctive truths of the Gospel their testimony is rejected by many.
Many hearers" shall turn away their ears from the truth and shall
be turned unto fables" (2 Tim. iv. 4). The experience of this
great multitude will have been an experience of trial. Tribulation
will have been their portion, though this will have been mixed
with many and great mercies. But they shall come out of their
tribulations. The period of their trials will at length terminate,
and rest from tribulation will eternally be their portion. "To
you who are troubled rest with us, when the LORD JESUS shall
be revealed from heaven ... when He shall come to be glorified
in His saints" (2 Thess. i. 7-10).
Rejoice, then, ye afflicted and troubled saints of GOD. Great.
tribulation will be followed by a great reward in heaven. "A.
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great fight of afflictions" will be followed by "great recompence
of reward" (Heb. x. 32, 35).
,
4. We are told sorrwthing about the occupation 01 this great
rnultitude.
One of the items on the Census papers had reference to our
occupations. Those who make up this countless multitude are
partly occupied in praising GOD and the LAMB. They cry, "with
a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our GOD which sitteth upon the
throne, and unto the LAMB." No thought of human merit will
be permitted to enter their minds. The glory of their eternal
salvation will be given entirely to GOD and to the LAMB. The
FATHER planned their salvation, the LAMB purchased it by His
own blood, and the HOLY GHOST communicated its blessings to
their souls. It was GOD Who had saved them and called them
with an holy calling, and. He did this, not according to their works,
but according to His own purpose and grace, given them in CHRIST
JESUS before the world began. To Him, then, will they ascribe
all the honour and glory. The thought of a salvation in which
man doeS his part and GOD does the other part, will have no place
in the minds of the glorified saints. With a loud voice they will
acknowledge that salvation is of GOD alone.
" Salvation is of GOD alone;
This truth let all His people own,
And to His name the praise be given
By saints on earth, and saints in heaven! "
We are further told that the glorified saints are occupied in
service. They are before the throne of GOD" and serve Him day
and night in His temple: and He that sitteth on the throne shall
dwell among them" (Rev. vii. 15). They were first saved, and
then they served the LORD imperfectly down here. Later, however,
when they stand before the throne, they serve GOD continually
and perfectly, and they enjoy His presence, for He dwelleth among
them. What is the cause of all the woe and sorrow of these six
thousand years since GOD first placed man in the garden of Eden 1
Is it not sin 1 And is not sin the transgression of GoD'S law,
a refusal to serve GOD and to walk in His ways 1 Who can
measure the woes and the sorrows which have arisen from serving
the devil 1 Such service will cease in regard to this countless
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multitude. Day and night, always throughout eternity, they will
serve J EHOVAH in His temple, and He will be their eternal portion.
There is really no night in heaven. The words " day and night"
therefore only mean continually. There will be nothing to hinder
their constancy of service. There will be no temptations arising
.from the world, the flesh, and the devil. Joyful and happy service
will therefore be continually rendered.
5. Lastly, we are told something of the happiness of th,;s great
multitude.
The Registrar-General, when arranging the CeI!sus, was not
specially concerned about the happiness or misery .of the people.
His chief aim was merely to count heads and to discover the exact
number of the people. Some whose names were in.~cribed in the
Census forms were rich, some poor; some old, some young; some
were happy, and some miserable. Those, however, who make up
the countless multitude who stand before the throne are all happy.
They are for ever delivered from want. "They sh'tll hunger no
mere, neither thirst any more." They are for ever delivered
from discomfort. "Neither shall the sun light on them nor any
heat." They are for ever delivered from sorrow. "The LAMB
Which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall
lead them UDtO living fountains of waters: and God shall wip~
away all tears from their eyes."
Reader, wilt thou be amoDgst this " grea.t multitude which no
man could number" ?
"Wbile I beheld the amazing sight,
A seraph pointed to the saints in white,
And told me who they were, and whence they came:
'These are they whose lot below
Was persecution, pain, and woe;
These are the chosen purchased flock,
Who ne'er their LORD forsook;
Through His imputed merit free from blame;
Redeemed from every sin ;
And, as thou seest, whose garments were made clean,
Washed in the blood of yon exalted LAMB.'
" 'Saved by His righteousness alone,
Spotless they stand before the throne,
And in the ethereal temple chant His praise:
Himself among them deigns to dwell,

.
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And face to face His light reveal:
Hunger and thirst, as heretofore,
And pain and heat, they know no more,
Nor need, as once, the sun's prolific rays:
EMMANuEL here His people feeds,
I To streams of joy perennial leads,
And wipes, for ever wipes, the tears from every face: "
(Toplady. )

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR,

(Tho7'lU£S H oughton).
•

WORLDLINESS IN OUR CHURCHES.
OUR esteemed friend,.. the Rev. W. W. Winter, Rector of Trinity
Church, Happy Valley, B.C., writes as follows to the Reformed Episco·
palian, in its issue for May last :In the April number of your valued publication appears an excellent
article by Rev. H. R Hadden, one paragraph of which deals a death
knell to the increasing inroad of worldliness, into the order of Divine
Worship, which should be strictly spirituaL
In advocating a "Social Gospel," he candidly states-" But I
sometimes fear that in our eagerness to meet the social needs of the
hour, we have swung the pendulum a little too far in one direction,
and as a result many of our social activities are merely surface supply
agencies, that is, may supply for the time being certain physical
cravings and passing fancies, and their mission ends there:'
"There is no spiritual note, no prayer, no Christ, behind them."
How deplorably true this admission, and unless drastic measures are
adopted to rid the Church of this worldliness, it will go from bad to
worse, as in the case of Ritualism, with its craze for ornate services;
the natural man, like the Norse leader, cried" more," "more," until
in many cases blatant Popery now rules, where spiritual worship
should reign.
So with the present craze for amusement in our Churches. If continued, we shall lose not only the spiritual character of the services,
but, worse still, all spiritual blessing. To avert such a calamity,
instead of studying how far we may swing the pendulum, we should
put the worldly clock clean out of the Church, and let Jehovah have
our heart's gratitude in strictly spiritual devotion.
We ought not to lose sight of the aim and object of the Christian
ministry, that of the proclamation of the glorious Gospel of Christ,
through which sinners are saved and comforted. Sinners do not
derive comfort from beautifully rendered solos, but on the contrary
it adds to their hurt, and over the doors of such Churches Jehovah
might reiterate the words--Jer. viii. 20-22. And now may this be
obviated by " Getting back to the Word."
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A CALL TO CHEERFULNESS.
" Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall
be even as it was told me."-AcTs xxvii. 25.

•

THE word "cheerfulness" only occurs once in the Authorized
Version (Rom. xii. 8), but the exhortation to be of good cheer is
fOlmd often. Some people are naturally of a cheerful temperament,
and it is therefore easier for them to be cheerful than it is for others
who are prone to be gloomy, and to look on the dark side of things.
There are many things which are saddening, the thought of which
militates against cheerfulness. It is depressing to notice the
tremendous amount of unrest there has been in the world at large
since the signing of the Armistice. The Great War brought about
such a universal upheaval that it is taking a long time for things
to settle down again. Our statesmen need much wisdom and
guidance in reference to all the great problems which have arisen
among the nations. We in our own beloved country have been
suffering greatly from labour disputes. The happenings in Ireland
have been distressing in the extreme. Our newspapers have also
chronicled troubles in India and in Egypt.
In addition to these, the ecclesiastical outlook is becoming
increasingly dark. Even many of those who still cling to the
name Evangelical have broken loose from the old Evangelical
truths. The old antagonism to Romanism is dying out. The
great truths of Inspiration, the Fall, the Atonement, Eternal
Punishment, and the former simplicity of worship are being abandoned. As for the comforting doctrine of Election, that is totally
rejected by the larger number, in spite of a solemn assent to the
Seventeenth Article of Religion. Add to these things the increasing
looseness in regard to the sanctity of the Lord's Day, the loose ideas
as to divorce and the growing rejection of the Divine command,
"Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth," and we
cannot but feel that the predicted apostasy which is to precede
the end is rapidly coming to its full development. All these things
are depressing to the Spirit-taught children of God. Yet the
increasing darkness portends the dawn. The growing gloom only
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shows that the day of glory is drawing nearer. But in any case,
however long it may be ere the full redemption of God's people
takes place, they have reason to lift up their heads and to rejoice.
"Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice," said the
apostolic prisoner of the Lord, in his letter to the Church at
Philippi. The injunction is no less binding upon the Christians
of to-day. There are always grounds for cheerfulness in the case
of God's redeemed people. Though sorrowful they may always
rejoice. The things that are happening only demonstrate the truth
of the predictions of God's inspired Word. The lawlessness, the
crimes, the i=orality, the sabbath desecration, the impatience
of all restraint, .human and divine, all go to prove that the heart
of man is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked. Men
may deny the Fall and cry up human nature, but both Scripture
and experience teach us that men are living in rebellion against
God, that there is no fear of God before their eyes, that their walk
and conversation are according to the prince of the power of the
air, the evil spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience,
and that they are by nature the children of wrath.
But we must not unduly dwell on the things which are dark and
depressing. Rather let us think of some of the reasons why the
members of the Lord's family should be of good cheer. Some of
these reasons may be found in the chapter quoted from at the head
of these Wayside Notes.
1. There may be reason to be of good cheer tlwugh our troubks are
of our own 'YIWking.
The Apostle Paul, a prisoner on board the storm-tossed slpp
which was making for the imperial city of Rome, had admonished
those in charge of the ship that there would be danger in proceeding
on the voyage. But they doubted the wisdom of his advice. The
result was the ship was caught in a tempestuous wind and "all
hope that they should be saved was taken away." Yet, though
the authorities on board had brought this trial on themselves, the
Apostle said to them, "Be of good cheer." (See Acts xxvii. 10,
11,21). Are not many of our troubles of our own making ~ The
greatest trouble of all is our failure in Adam to hearken unto God.
He was warned against the sin of partaking of the forbidden fruit.
But the woman hearkened to the voice of Satan, and Adam
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hearkened to the voice of his wife, in preference to the voice of
God. Hence we are worthily deserving of eternal death. We are
by nature the children of wrath. Yet in spite of our sin in Adam,
our sinful riature, and our personal trans"crressions, we have reason
to be of good cheer. There shall be no loss of any man's life who
is sailing with Christ to the heavenly Jerusalem. Christ" the last
Adam " is their Surety. He has borne the penalty of their sins, and .
they have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins,
according to the riches of Divine grace. Be of good cheer, then,
ye who feel the burden of your sins. The Lord hath laid on your
Divine Surety all your iniquity. He made Him to be sin for you,
that you might be made the righteousness of God in Him. With
His stripes you are healed. Your Covenant God saith to you,
"I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and
their iniquities will I remember no more ," (Heb. viii. 12). "Blessed
are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted" (Matt. v. 4).
In like manner, if through going your own way you have brought
some trial on yourself, you need not despair. You may smart for
your folly, but the Lord will not cast you of!. Be of good cheer!
" The Lord will not cast of! His people, neither will he forsake
His inheritance" (Ps. xciv. 14).
2. Secondly, there may be reason to be 0/ good cheer though our way
may he dark and cheerless.

"When neither sun nor stars in many days appeared, and no
small tempest lay on us, all hope that we should be saved was then
taken away" (Acts xxvii. 20). This was the experience of those on
the ship in which Paul was sailing. Things were dark and gloomy.
No small tempest lay on them. Yet the Apostle said to them, "Be
of good cheer." Such an experience may be felt by the awakened
sinner. He is deeply conscious of sin, but there is no light on his
path. He is weighed down with the burden and longs for deliverance, but it fai).s to come. Yet he has reason to be of good cheer.
His very consciousness of sin is an indication that God in grace
and mercy has begun the good work in his soul. In due time
the Dayspring from on high will give light to him that sitteth in
darkness and in the shadow of death, and will guide his feet into
the way of peace. (See Luke i. 78, 79). God, Who commauded
the light to shine out of darkness will shine into his heart and
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disperse the gloom by which he is encircled. The path of the
believer may sometimes be dark and cheerless. Dark circumstances
may often beset the children of God. There is such a thing as
•
walking in dar1..ness. Occasionally one reads booklets which
suggest in rather flippant language that nothing but joy and gladness should be the experience of the child of God. A well-balanced
grasp of the teaching of Scripture would preserve such writers
from this mistake. Surely, the Lord Jesus Himself must have
been in the dark when He cried, "My God, My God, why hast
Thou forsaken Me ?" Dark experiences are clearly suggested by
the question, "Who is among you that feareth the Lord, that
obeyeth the voice of His servant, that walketh in darkness and
hath no light?" Yet to such an one the prophet goes on to say,
" Let him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay upon His God"
(Isa. 1. 10). And will the Lord forsake any who trust in Him?
Surely not. " They that trust in the Lord shall be as Mount Zion,
which cannot be removed, but abideth for ever. As the mountains
are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is round about His people
from henceforth even for ever" (Ps. cxxi. 1, 2). However dark
your path is, the Lord is with you, and He will be your light and
your salvation. With the prophet Micah you can therefore say,
"Rejoice not against me, 0 mine enemy: when I fall, I shall
arise; when I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto me"
(Micah vii. 8). Wherefore, be of good cheer.
"Though dark be my way,
Since He is my Guide,
'Tis mine to obey,
'Tis His to provide:
Though cisterns be broken,
And creatures all fail,
The word He has spoken
Will surely prevail."

3. Thirdly, there may be reason to be 01 good cheer though our case
seems hopeless.
" All hope that we should be saved was then taken away"
(Acts xxvii. 20). That was the position of things. Humanly speaking, there was no prospect of deliverance. The ship and all on board
seemed doomed to perish. Yet it was just at this point that Paul
stood forth and said, " And now I exhort you to be of good cheer:
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for there shall be no loss of any man's life among you, but of the
ship" (v. 22). The apostle knew what he was saying. He knew
that despite the hopelessness of the situation God would intervene,
and full deliverance would be granted. Therefore he said, " Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer." Convicted sinner, does thy case seem
hopeless? Dost thou think that thy sins are so numerous and so
black that there cannot possibly be any pardon for thee? Dost
thou think that none has ever sinned as tl;l.OU hast, and that though
there may be mercy for others there cannot possibly be any mercy
for thee? Listen'to what the chief of sinners said, and his words
were inspired by the Holy Ghost. "Howbeit for this cause I obtained
mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show forth all longsufIering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on
Him to life everlasting" (1 Tim. i. 16). Here you have a pattern,
a sample of the kind of sinners whom the Lord Jesus saves. Saul
of Tarsus was a "blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious."
He was the chief of sinners. Yet he obtained mercy. Thou, too,
o weary and burdened sinner, shalt obtain mercy. The Lord hath
revealed to thee thy sinnership that He might also reveal to thee
that nhrist His dear Son is mighty to save sinners. Thy Redeemer invites thee to come to Him. He says, "Come unto Me,
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest."
Repair to Him, then, just as thou art, and thou wilt find that the
blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son, cleanseth from all sin. (See
1 Tim. i. 13, 15, 16; Matt. xi. 28). Hast thou been brought, 0
child of God, into trying circumstances out of which there seems
no way of escape? Is thy case seemingly hopeless? Put away
thy despondency. Remember that there is nothing too hard for
the Lord. Was not Abraham's trial great? Did it not seem up
to the last moment that he must slay his ouly and beloved son?
Yet just when he had taken the knife into his hand the Lord intervened and provided a lamb for a burnt-offering which Abraham
offered in the stead of his son.
Did not Peter's case seem hopeless when Herod intended to put
him to death on the morrow? Yet the Lord sent His angel and
" delivered him out of the hand of Herod, and from all the expectation of the people of the Jews." Wherefore, be of good cheer.
Thy God is able to deliver thee. Thy extremity is His opportunity.
Dr. Watts was right when he said,29
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"Just in the last distressing hour
The Lord displays delivering power;
The mount of danger is the place
Where we shall see surprising grace! "

4. Lastly, there is always reason to be of good cheer because of God's
promises to His people.
God had pledged His word of promise that all on board that
tempest-tossed ship should be saved. Not one was to perish.
" There shall not an hair fall from the head of any of you" (v. 34).
An angel of God had stood by Paul that night, saying, " Fear not,
Paul; thou must be brought before Cresar: and, 10, God hath
given thee all them that sail with thee." Hence the apostle said,
" Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall
be even as it was told me" (00. 23-25). The temporal salvation
of all on board was therefore assured. Not a single life would be
lost. God, that cannot lie, had pledged His word that all of them
would be saved. They would be saved though they were many
in number. They were" in all in the ship two hundred threescore
and sixteen souls" (v. 37). They would be saved in spite of the
continued tempest and in spite of the rocks (vv. 27, 29). They
were to be saved completely. In spite of the soldiers' counsel to
kill the prisoners, and though some had to swim to reach the shore,
and others had to betake themselves to boards and broken pieces
of the ship, yet" it came to pass, that they escaped all safe to land"
(vv. 42-44). And hath not God pledged His Word of promise that
all His elect people shall be saved. "I give unto them," says
Christ, "eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall
any man pluck them out of My hand. My Father, Which gave
them Me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them
out of My Father's hand" (John x. 28, 29).
Those given to Christ are a great multitude which no' man can
number. Yet they will all be saved. Lo, God hath given Him
aU them that sail with Him. If we are sailing with Christ and
washed in His blood we shall all reach the shores of the heavenly
Canaan. There may be many storms and tempests, many rocks'
and quicksands, many devices of Satan and of men to prevent
our final salvation, but" This is the promise that He hath promised
us, even eternal life" (1 John ii. 25). It is His good pleasure to
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give us the Kingdom, and nothing can thwart His gracious purposes. He has promised to comfort, to guide, to deliver, and to
provide for His people. He has determined to glorify them, and
He is the faithful God Who keepeth covenant and mercy. " Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer." Surely we believe God that it shall
be even as it is told us in His inspired Word.
"Ion Thy promises depend
(At least I to depend desire)
That Thou wilt love me to the end,
Be with me in temptation's fire,
Wilt for me work, and in me too,
And guide me right, and bring me through.
"No other stay have I beside;
If these can alter, I must fall:
I look to Thee to be supplied
With life, with will, with power, with all:
Rich souls may glory in their store,
But Jesus will relieve the poor! "
(Joseph Hart.)
Whitington Vicarage,
THE EDITOR,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.
(Thomas H oughton).
BEWARE OF FALSE PROPHETS.
OUR Lord has told us beforehand that" There shall arise false Christs,
and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch
that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect." The need
for this warning is becoming increasingly important. The apostasy
among professed evangelicals from the old paths is a case in point.
The welcoming at professed Evangelical Conferences of Ritualistic
and Broad Church Speakers is another. The following cutting from
the Daily Telegraph for Tuesday, May 24, 1921, is another illustration
of the rise of false teachers :"NEW YORK, Monday.
"Judge Rutherford, president of the International Bible Students'
Association, successor to the late Pastor Russell, told a great audience
at New York yesterday that no one need die after 1925 unless he chose,
because that year was clearly stated in the Bible fOf judgment on the
Satanic order which now mles the world. Immortality would be
accomplished in that year, said Judge Rutherford, by the rediscovery
of a perfect food, which Adam forfeited by sinning. Those then living
would he nourished and sustained for ever by the perfect food, which
the Lord would reveal to His people. Bald men will have their hair
restored, toothless gums will grow new teeth, and men and women
will become as beautiful and shapely as in the days of their youth."
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls."
1 PETER i. 9.
CONVERSING recently, when from home, with an aged saint, from whose
long and rich experience we always felt privileged to learn, we found
her arrived at that spot where all the saints of God are brought at
the end of their pilgrimage, acknowledging herself "a poor sinner
and nothing at all, and Jesus Christ her All in All."
She was dwelling much upon those words which head this paper,
with hope and faith in a risen, exalted, and coming Saviour, whilst
bemoaning her own sinfulness, poverty, and emptiness. I was speak·
ing of this aged saint's testimony to one who had long known and
loved her, and she remarked tersely, "Yes, it's all wrapped up in a
very little compass, , even the salvation of your souls.''' On returnlllg
home, my chapter for the daily reading was 1 Pet. i., and it was sweet
to recall this fellowship with the saints as I read verse 9, and read
another mention of "end" in verse 13. "Hope to the end for the
grace that is to be brought unto you, at the revelation of Jesus Christ."
May our meditation be seasonable and profitable to our souls, as the
Holy Spirit enables and guides the heart and pen. Truly the. beloved
Apostle Peter could write feelingly of "the trial of your faith being
much more precious than of gold that perisheth." He had passed
through fierce temptation; he had fallen grievously; he had basely
denied his Lord and Master, he had failed so often in attempts in
his own strength, and had been convinced, as we all are who
are savingly taught in the Covenant of grace, that it must be of
Him and by Him and through Him alone that we are held and kept
and prevented from final falling. Thus he could write of that golden
word of grace, "Kept by the power of God, through faith, unto
salvation." And as he was taught by humbling and painful experience,
so are we. But unless the Lord watch us and watch Satan, and keep
us in the hour of temptation, we falter and fall and bring dishonour
upon the name of Him Whose we are. And so Peter could glory in
the sweet prospect with confident hope and expectation "That the
trial of faith being much more precious than of gold that perisheth,
though it be tried by fire, might be found unto praise and honour
and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ." "Whom having not
seen, ye love; in Whom though now ye see Him not, yet believing,
ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory; Receiving the end
of your faith, even the salvation of your souls." Most sweetly does
the graciously gifted Archbishop Leighton write upon this theme.
He writes of "the nature of it as being salvation, and the import
of it being full deliverance from every kind of misery and the safe
possession of perfect happiness, when the soul shall be out of reach
of all adversities." He shows how "it is called the salvation of the
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soul; not excluding the body from the society of that glory, when it
shall be raised and re-united to the soul; but because the soul is of
itself an immortal substance, and both the more noble part of man,
and the prime subject both of grace and glory, and because it arrives
first at that blessedness, and for a time leaves the body in the dust
to do homage to its original; therefore it is alone uamed here. But
Jesus is the Saviour of the body t<Jo, and He will at His coming change
our vile bodies and make them like unto His glorious Body."
Archbishop Leighton also speaks of " the end of your faith; or the
reward; for it is both. It is the end," he says, "either at which
faith aims, or wherein it ceaseth. It is the reward, not of their works,
nor of faith, as a work deserving it, but as the condition of the new
Covenant, which God, according to the tenor of that Covenant, first
works in His own, and then rewards as if it were their work. And
this salvation, or fruition of Christ, is the proper reward of faith,
which believes in Him unseen, and so o:lbtains that happy sight. It
is the proper work of faith to believe what thou seest not, and the
reward of faith, to see what thou hast believed."
It is worth all the trial and waiting for, is it not, beloved reader?
We fear a thousand times whether we shall endure to the end, or
make shipwreck. But the soul is happily superior to those fears,
having been put into possession of that Divine deposit of grace which
can never cease since its Author is God Himself Who cannot lie; and
thus faith will outrun all our fears, will rise above the last of them and
receive her reward, even the salvation of the soul. Of the Prince and
Captain of their salvation the saints are reminded "of the increase
of His government and peace there shall be no end" (Isa. ix. 7).
And of Him did the angel declare in the annunciation to Mary,
" And He shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of His
kingdom there shall be no end" (Luke i. 33). And of Himself did He
declare to St. John the Divine, " I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning
and the end-I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of
the water of life freely" (Rev. xxi. 6). Thus we are brought to the
precious and unassailable truth that the Lord Jesus is the Life of
His Church; that all she derives of eternal life is in Him; that in
Him she lives and moves and has her being; that the faith she reposes
in the Son of God is Divine faith and owns God alone for its Author
and Finisher. Thus she is preserved and holds on her way and will
unto the end" receive the end of her faith, even the salvation of her
soul." God has but one end for His people. The righteous are
one day to "shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father,"
and the glorious contrasts of that inimitable chapter (1 Cor. xv.) will
be proved and manifested in each and all of them-incorruption for
conuption; glory for dishonour; power for weakness; eternal life
in fullness of joy!
But we must speak for a moment of the faith of our text. Faith is
the gift of God as the Scriptures declare. It is His work in keeping
alive the soul. It is a heart-purifying grace, being of heavenly nature.

434

The Gospel Magazine

It is also a heart-strengthening grace. Faith fixes upon eternal realities
not seen. She calls for no outward witnesses, but has the witness within
the heart; and by faith the soul lives upon the Son of God, and can
say He "loved me and 'gave Himself for me." And when, as sooner
or later in the e>.:perience of every child of God in their earthly
pilgrimage they have to cry out, "My flesh and my heart faileth " ;
the work of faith is then in evidence, as they add in peace and quiet
joy, "But God is the strength of my heart and my portion for ever."
There may be small faith (dear Mr. Ormiston used to say there was
no such thing as weak faith), even the grain of mustard seed faith,
but little faith lays hold on a strong Christ. She clings to the mighty
God of Jacob, and in the hand of little faith there lies the kev to unlock the cabinet of precious promises from her God Who cannot lie
and who keeps her holding out and hanging on till "she receive the
end of her faith, even the salvation of her soul."
That is God's" expected eJ1d" which He holds out to His children,
and preserves them holding on until they attain it. Thus faith and
hope go hand in hand. "Christ as a Son over His own house, whose
house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and rejoicing of the hope
firm unto the end."
"The end of the Lord" in the faith of His elect is seen in His
Providential dealings, in grace and in glory. In Providence, in circumstantial dealings, in the minutire of our daily lives, how wonderfully
we are led to trace and see how the Lord had His "end" in view,
and that a gracious and merciful end. It may have been that heart
and flesh have quailed and failed, but the Lord was true, and you
have lived to come through some deep place, or through the flood
on foot; through fire and water; some domestic trouble; some
bodily suffering; some fierce assault of the great enemy; some
humbling lesson; and lo! the end of the Lord is reached and you have
received the end of your faith in that particular dispensation, and
salvation out of it.
This article was thus far penned, when the post brought the Report
of the Ashley Down Orphan Houses, and I confess that reading it is
an annual feast to me and a great encouragement to faith. Thank
God the old paths are still asked for and traversed; the old faith that
trusts a slaying as well as an all·providing God is the faith that yet
lives and, works in the hearts of the faithful brethren in those Orphan
Houses. What has Dr. W. M. Bergin to testify of the past year ~
He opens with a note of praise (Psa. cxlv. 9-12), then writes, " It is a
joy and a privilege to tell of the' mighty acts' of ollr God during another
year in connection with His work on Ashley Down, in order that others
may talk of His power and be led to praise His blessed and glorious
Name. All previous financial records of the work have been surpassed, the Lord, Who knew that the expenditure would be heavier
than ever, grac\ously supplying us with an income more than £7000
in excess of last year's, which was the highest up to that time. The
total income received during the year is £54,360 7s. 8td., this large
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sum, enabling us to meet all the expenses, and close tbe year with a
balance of £6125 Os. 7d. We know this will cause many of the Lord's
people to exclaim, ' Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and all that is within
me bless His holy Name.'
"In looking at the manner in which the Lord has brought this
large amount to us we note, that, while the donations have been
slightly less than last year, the legacies have, we believe, been greater
than ever. His goodness to us in this matter has kept US entirely
free from financial strain throughout the whole year. So heavy,
however, have been the expenses, that the actual margin of income
over expenditure during the twelve months was only about £1,300.
During the last three months of the year our income was considerably
below our expenditure, thus showing to us our absolute dependence
upon God Himself, and not upon any human prop of whatever kind."
Dr. Bergin goes on to praise God for the comparative health of
the children and staff; and of the admittance into the Homes during
the year of seventy-eight boys and ninety-three girls. Then I cannot
forbear quoting again his own words-so telliJ:Jg and so forcible: "Mr.
Green and I find it impossible to adequately express our deep gratitude
to all friends scattered over the world, who take such a prayerful
interest in the Lord's work here. We bel·ieve that the days will become
(the'italics are my own.-R. C.) more and more difficult /Ot' all truly
spiritual work. There/ore we would bespeak from the Lord's people a
double portion 0/ their prayers, that, as new c(mditions have to be laced,
we may act not in the wisdom 0/ man, but in the wisdom 0/ God, and that
we may be enabled always to use the balances 0/ the sanctuary for our
wor/c." Which, when we read, we thanked God and took courage.
So many friends when we are away from home ask the writer, "Is
Muller's keeping on the old lines 1 " and it is so encouraging to be
able to reply that they are, and that they still testify to ~he faithfulness
of their God, the same God Who was George Muller's God, and that
they betake themselves still to the sanctuary and use the balances
thereof alone, in the promotion of their work! Thank God, that the
labourers at Ashley Down are still preserved from worldly concessions,
unholy compromise, condoning with the professing world, or turning
aside into any by-path. The trium,ph of their song of praise is, " Jesus
Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever," and" This God
is our God for ever and ever. He will be our Guide even unto
death." Thus.. God the same abiding, we cannot but rejoice."
Now, beloved reader, our paper is already lengthened out, and
space forbids our adding much more. But if in Providence or in
grace you have come to some" end of the Lord" in the trial of your
faith, and once again proved His faithfulness, seek grace to testify
to it. Tell it out! Declare His faithfulness! You may have been
sorely tried, severely tested, but your faith has stood, and that not
in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. He has tried
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His own corn. He knew what it could stand when put to the test,
and in the fining pot nothing but dross has been left. The f: ith He
gave and tested has stood the strain and endured to the end He had
in view. He is thereby glorified, and you are constrained to add yet
one more Ebenezer to His praise. God is faithful Who will not suffer
His children to be tempted above that they are able to bear, and He
rewards His own grace, He honours His own faith. He gives His
people a new song to sing to the glory of their Chief Singer on their
stringed instruments. Dr. Hawker points out that the root of the
word singer or musician itself means th.e end. And Christ" is the end
of the law for righteousness to everyone that believeth." "Come
then," he says, "my soul, strike up thy hymn of praise. God the
Holy Ghost is exciting thee. It is He which points to Jesus. He
• shows thee Jesus the King in His beauty, and bids thee behold Hie
suitableness, transcendent excellencies, grace, love, favour, and gloJY.
Carry, then, all concerns to this Chief Musician. Put forth all thy
strength to praise Him, that while Jesus is attentive to the hallelujahs
of heaven, he may hear thy feeble note amidst all the songs which
are offered Him, giving glory to His great Name from the uttermost
parts of the earth." Thus, beloved reader, we have a blessed end
ever in view, and Jesus shall have all the glory of His people's salvation.
1>fay we seek more and more the grace of praise that shall glorify
Him for all the way He leads us, all the tender providences over us,
all the mercies dealt out to us, all the blessings showered upon us, and
for that faith which will never fail us, being Divinely inwrought, and
which will preserve us to the end when we shall "receive the end
of our faith, the salvation of our souls."
Well and truly may we sing with Beddome ;11

Faith 'tis a precious grace,

Where'er it is bestowed,
It boasts of a celestial birth,
And is the gift of God.
"Jesus it owns &s King,

And all· atoning Priest;
It claims no merits of its own,

But looks alone to Christ."
Children of God, may the sweet truth of Jesu's answer to the
cavilling unbelieving Jews come home to your and my heart with
Divine power, as we daily prove Him to be the same" yesterday, and
to·day, al'l.d for ever." Said the Jews unto Him, "Who art thou?
And Jesus saith unto them, Even the same that I said unto you from
the beginning.':
And He, Who is of one mind and Whom none can tUTIl, having
loved His own which were in the world, will love them unto the end.
He is the same to each one of His saints as He has been" from the
beginning."· No change in Him, whilst unto us He is precious, exceedingly precious and increasingly precious.

R.

•

The Gospel Magazine

437

SermOllf-> all1J 'Notef-> of ,Sermonf->.
A SPIRITUAL PARADOX.
A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL,
BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTOK.
" As ha1Jing nothing, and yet possessing all things. "-2 COP.. vi. part
of 1J. 10.
PERHAPS some readers of these words may conclude that they apply
only to the Apostle Paul who penned them; but they are the common
property of all believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. In tbemselvesthe letter of them-they constitute a paradox, a very striking paradox.
and an apparent contradiction: "As having nothing, and yet possessing all things," and those only can understand this spiritual paradox
with whom the secret of the LQrd is, and you know the Word says,
"The secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him." Those who
fear, as I lately pointed out, those who in the Old Testament are spoken
of as fe::-ring the Lord, are identical with those who in th<l New
Testament are said to be believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. So that
believers in the Lord Jesus Christ alone enter into the deep, practical,
and doctrinal meaning of this pandox. " As having nothing. and yet
possessing all things." Believers in Christ are, as Jesus teaches us, a
people called out of the world. Jesus, addressing a little handful
once of believers, said, " If ye were of the world, the world would love
his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you
out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. You know that
it hated Me before it hated you, and the disciple is not above his lord;
the sel'Vant is not greater than nis master." And so, dear friends,
we see that the people of Gild, those who are called by grace, who
have been made new creatures by the Holy Ghost-new creatures in
Christ Jesus-have renounced the world, they have been called .out
of it, they have left it behind them, and they are a sepanted people
passing, circumstantially passing, through it, but not of it-merely
passing through it. Just as Israel were not a wilderness people, they
were a Canaan people, but they had to pass through a wilderness to
reach Canaan and they were forty years passing through the wilderness. But they were never of the wilderness, they were the seed of
Abraham on whom God had been pleased to set His heart aud unto
whom He had been pleased to pledge Himself by exceeding great and
precious promises. He had made a Covenant indeed with Abraham
and with Isaac and with Jacob, and for the sake of the Covenant
which He had once sworn unto them He watched over these His
people, the national people of Gild, as they journeyed for forty years
in the wilderness. They were all those years a pecnliar people, called
out of Egypt, on their passage, on their journey to Canaan. And so
the people, the Israel of Gild-those upon whom God has set His hear~
from the days of eternity and whom He presently gave into the hands
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of His dear Son by Covenant to redeem them from all iniquity-are a
people who are passing through a present evil world, and are journeying homewards to the Land of Promise which has been assured unto
them and unto which they certainly shall attain. They are a people,
therefore, I say, who have been called out of the world and are separate
from it, who are passing through it but are not part of it. The world
gazes upon these people and marvels at them; they are just what the
Scripture tells us-a people wondered at. The world calls God's
people fools because they do not walk according to the wisdom of this
world, but according to that wisdom which is from above, which is
first pure and then peaceable. And then, because God's people are
a militant people, of necessity they are in opposition to the world,
and they must needs resist it and all its encroachments and all its
approaches unto them; they must make it perfectly plain to the
world by their walk and conversation that their hearts are set on
things above, and not on things on the earth, that their" life is hid
with Christ in God," and that they are a people who are looking for
the coming again of Him Who loved them and gave Himself for them,
hastening unto the Day of God, holding with a loose and ever loosening hand all the things that are merely temporal and which are perishing
with the using. God's people glory in rejection when grace enables
them to realize Whose they are and whither they are being led. God's
people account it a joy to fall into trials and affiictions when the cause
of Christ is thereby served, when the name of their Master is thereby
magnified-they delight to have it so. They know-they have learnt
it under the teaching of the Holy Spirit-that" the friendship of the'
world is enmity with God," and as they are walking in fellowship
with God they must be found in enmity with the world; this is their
conviction, and they find pelasure in the recognition of it and of its
blessed obligations. They have nothing then to seek under the sun.
They have nothing, according W our text, to call a possession here,
they seek not to settle down here and to have a portion in the earth.
The world, however, is in a sense theirs. You turn with me to the
first Epistle to the Corinthians penned by the same inspired apostle,
and ¥l the third chapter, the twenty-first and following verses, we hear
him saying to God's believing, called-out people: "All things are
yours; whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or
death, or things present, or things to come; all are yours." There
is a sense in whieh the world belongs to the Church, a sense in whieh
the world belongs to every believer, but it is not as a portion, it is
not as a possession, it is not something in which he can settle down and
say to himself, " Soul, thou hast mueh goods laid up for many years,.
take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry "-not so. The use of the'
world-its use, I say, not its abuse-is that which God has been pleased
to give His people as they pass through it. When Israel passed through
the wilderness, the wilderness was made to yield God's people the
supply of their daily need. It was in the wilderness the manna
was found; it was the rocks of the wilderness which yielded
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God's ancient people springs of water, water that followed them
whithersoever they went. The Lord provided manna for temporal
supplies for His people in the wilderness, and appeared for them in
many a difficulty and temporal distress while they passed through
the wilderness. And so the Lord now will supply His children with
daily supplies of all that is really necessary. The Apostle Paul tells
us how he had all and abounded. Said he, "I have all and abound,"
and yet we know many of the straits and difficulties of a temporal
kind into which the Lord brought that dear servant. He committedas one of the Lord's dear, trusting people---{X)mmitted his case to his
Lord and left it to Him to undertake for him, to deliver him, to uphold
and to counsel and to bring through, and he doubtless came of! more
than conqueror, as all God's people do; "more than conquerors,"
not merely conquerors but "hyper·conquerors" as the Greek is"hyper-conquerors." They come of! more than conquerors through
Him Who loved them_ The Lord is the Victory of His people, the
Lord is their Strength, the Lord is their Defender, the Lord is their
King, and He takes a delight in His people and they are His. I say
it is a wonderful thought that chief sinners should under any possible
circumstances be constituted-but they are, by grace Divine-a
people in whom a holy God can take delight, yet the Lord's delight is
in His people, and if you come to consider character or experience you
will find the Lord takes singular pleasure in the poor in spirit, the
humble in heart, the contrite ones. "To this man will I look," and
then He describes him, and he is just a poor, trembling, grace-saved
sinner-that is the man in whom the Lord takes delight. His delight
is not in angels, principalities, and powers on high, these were made
for their own ends and purposes which the Lord will yet explain to
us, but His pleasure is in His redeemed people. The angels whq
never fell from their first estate and were therefore never in need of
redemption, are not redeemed. It is those whom God has redeemed
unto Himself by the precious blood of His dear Son who constitute
His delight-down to the humblest believer here to-night. The
merest new-born babe in Christ Jesus who as yet knows very little
of Divine truth, but whom the Lord has been pleased to regenerate by
His grace in the day of His power-the Lord's delight is in that little
one. And these are a poor peopM, a needy people; they have nothing,
the world would say they have nothing_ Paul the apostle was a tentmaker by trade, and he sometimes worked to maintain himself;
especially he was anxious not to be chargeable to the poor saints,
and therefore he spared them their gifts in their poverty and worked
with his own hands, and not only so, he desired to have something
he might himself distribute which had cost him the work of his own
hands that he might communicate to others. Well, he had no earthly
portion; probably he had a natural right to an earthly portion, but
in common with the other followers of the Uord Jesus in those early
days, doubtless he had forsaken all to follow Christ. And our text
may have a literal reference first to the apostle that he possessed
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nothing that he could call his own after the manner of men; but
much more than that is hidden in this brief passage of Scripture.
God's people are a people who have nothing of their own in which
they can boast before God. They have no righteousness, or if they
have the Scriptures declare it to be but" filthy rags," and they cannot
appear in the court of God's most holy Presence thus clothed. The
thing is impossible. Nothing that defileth shall enter in, and therefore they cannot enter in because by nature they are defiled, and their
best works are defilements, and their righteousnesses-theiT best things
-are as filthy rags. They have nothing to commend them to God;
their hearts are wrong to begin with, their minds are perverted, and
their wills are all opposed to God. Them is nothing in human nature
in which God can take pleasure, nothing in which He can rest with
satisfaction, it is all abhorrent to His Divine holiness. Wnat a thought
that, is! Man by nature rejects that thought. He maintains that he
has a righteousness and is capable of pleasing God, and so he gives
himself to the work; but by the deeds of the flesh, the deeds of the
law, can no flesh living be justified. It must be of grace, it must be
by Divine favour, it must be of God's mercy, free, undeseTved meTcy,
God must be the fiTSt in the work of salvation; He must begin the
good work. Man by nature will never seek after God. God did look
down from Heaven to see if there were any that sought afteT God,
but He found not one-not one; and He is the Searcher of hearts,
He did not merely look to the ways of man, but He looked upon man's
heart and judged him accordingly. And so it was when we were
" without strength" to do good, or to be good, dear fellow-believers,
"Christ died for the ungodly." He did not die for believers, He
died for the ungodly, He died for His enemies. "If, when we were
enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son "-that
is part of the argument of the Epistle to the Romans, "when we
were enemies," "when we were yet without strength," "Christ died
for us ;" thus it is wholly of grace ham first to last.
(To be continued, D. V.).
SOLOMON'S SONG, DISCOURSE

n.

A SERMON PREACHED IN ST. DUNSTAN'S CHURCH, IN THE 'VEST,
LONDON, IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY,
By THE REV. WILLIAM ROMAINE, M.A.
" Draw me, we will r·un after Thee."-SONG OF SONGS 1. 4.

(Continued from p. 394.)
THUS the Holy Spirit is the convincer of sin, and the convincer of
righteousness, and by these two convictions He draws the sinner and
unites him unto Christ. He shows him that he wants a Saviour, and
then He shows him his interest in the Saviour. He first makes him
feel that he is a lost simier in himself, and then that he is saved by
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the righteousness of Jesus Christ. This is the established method,
in which the Holy Spirit draws the sinner unto the Saviour, and this
is a farther proof of its being necessary he should be drawn, since the
Scripture has infonned us both of the agent by whom, and also of the
method by which, he is drawn unto Christ.
My brethren, have you experienced this 1 Has the Holy Spirit
drawn you from the love of sin and self 1 Have you left the world,
and all that is called great and happy in it, to follow Christ 1 Is no
object more desirable than He is, in your eyes 1 Can you take up the
cross, and run after Him with joy, although reproach, ridicule, and
opposition meet you at every step 1 Examine your own hearts, and try
them by the certain effects, which follow upon the Holy Spirit's drawing the soul to Christ; and this is the third particular in the text.
" Draw'me, and we will run after Thee."
The natural man cannot follow Christ, because his heart and his
affections are in another interest. He loves to follow the world and
its pleasures. And if he was convinced it was right to follow Christ,
he would meet with many insuperable difficulties before he could set
out and run after Him. But when the Holy Spirit draws him, He
then removes that unwillingness which made the way appear so difficult, and when He renews the faculties, He then gives them strength
to overcome every difficulty. By His grace the inbred opposition is
subdued. The understanding is enlightened, and sees the way clearly;
the will follows it readily; the heart and the affections pursue it
cheerfully. They follow their Lord and Saviour, whithersoever He
goeth. They run after Him with ease, in the way that was before·
difficult; with pleasure in the way, that was before painful; and with
continuance in the way, wherein before they could not take a step.
When the Holy Spirit has drawn the sinner to Christ, and really united
him by faith to the Head of the mystical body, he is then a new creature;
old things are passed away, behold all things are become new, both in
his state and actions. The branch of the wild olive tree is grafted
in and partakes of the root and fatness of the good olive tree, whereby
its nature is changed. There is a real and an entire change made,
which appears evidently to the common observer, by the outward
change in a man's life and conversation. He act~ upon different
motives to what he did before. He pursues different ends and by
different means. Before he ran after the world, now he runs after
Christ. Christ is now become all his treasure, and the heart will be
where its treasure is, and where the heart is, the other faculties will
follow. No opposition shall discourage them. Let them be drawn
and united to Christ, and none of His commandments will be grievous.
Even self-denial, the hardest commandment, will be easy. Place the
love of Christ in the heart, and the man who before shrunk from and
trembled at reproach, is nothing moved at it. He that was afraid
of having his name cast out with contempt, now can rejoice in being
despised for Christ's sake. He can give up his character; he was
once reckoned a learned and a good man, but now he can bear to be
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called a madman and a fool. He take.s up his cross daily, and runs
on rejoicing. The contempt of the world hastens his steps. It spurs
him on. It drives him nearer to his Saviour, and makes him live in
closer communion with Him. If worldly men knew what infinite
service they do us by their opposition, they would alter their behaviour,
for they are our real friends. though they do not intend us any kindness. They make us sit looser and freer from the world than we
otherwise should do, and when we are willing sometimes to take a
little rest, and our love and zeal begin to abate something of their
ardour. then they stir us up, and make us mend our pace homewards.
Thus the Holy Spirit causes all things to work together for our good;
even outward opposition, sanctified by His grace, helps us forward,
and enables us to run the faster after Christ. And I hope there are
many of us, who can say with the apostle. that nothing shall separate
us from our blessed Lord and Saviour.-" I am persuaded," says he.
" that neither tribulation nor distress, persecution, famine, nakedness,
peril, or sword, shall be able to separate us from the love of God,
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord."
My brethren, if you have been drawn to Christ, have these effects
followed ~ Are you running after Him in the ways of His co=andments, and running with delight, as after the greatest happiness you
can enjoy in time and in etemity ~ If this be yo ur state, then in you
is this Scripture fulfilled. May He keep you by His almighty grace,
and lead you on safely, until He draw you up to Himself, and make
you blessed with Him for ever and ever. But if this be not your
state, then it is incumbent upon me to wam you of your guilt, and of
your danger, and to call upon you by every thing that is dear and
valuable, to reflect seriously upon the situation you are in; and this
brings me to the fourth and last particular upon which I was to speak.
While I am applying it as closely as God shall enable me, oh may He
second my application by His grace, and carry it with His effectual
working to everyone of your consciences.
And first, in the spirit of love, I address myself to those persons,
whose affections are not drawn out after Christ, by the sweet influence
of His Spirit. Although Christ has every beauty, every perfection in
Himself, and is willing to communicate to us of His fullness grace for
grace, yet alas! few persons desire Him, and fewer run after Him.
You may easily draw them to a play, to a concert, or to a ball; but
to the God of all grace and glory, what arguments, what motives can
draw them ~ Propose to them a fair opportunity of getting a great
fortune, show them the way to honour and grandeur, their hearts
meet the proposal with raptures: but change the discourse, and offer *
to them the inestimable riches of Jesus Christ, and the eternal honours
and grandeur which He has to give, they feel no emotion. What
can be the cause of this strange inconsistency ~ Whence is it, that
men who love pleasure, should nevertheless be so absurd, as to prefer
• Or proclaim to them. (Ed.).
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sensual to spiritual, and temporal to eternal pleasures ~ Nay, so
monstrously and wickedly absurd, as to let the love of the world shut
out the love of that God Who made it, and Who will soon destroy it.
What can be the reason of this ~ But that man is a corrupt fallen
creature, depraved in every faculty of soul and body, insomuch, that
in spiritual matters he is as incapable of acting aright as a dead man
is of acting at all: for he is dead in trespasses and sins. Before he
can move or stir a step, he must be awakened, and convinced of his
own helplessness. Then he will have reason to wait upon God for
His help. But if he nevei finds himself sick, he will never send for
the physician. If he be never convinced that he cannot go to Christ
unless he be drawn, he will never desire the Holy Spirit to draw him.
And if any of you be in this case, awake, thou that sleepest in death.
Whither can sin draw thee, but to hell ~ Consider thy danger, how
near thou art to it. Thy heart and affections have never been drawn
after Christ; but they are still placed upon those objects, which draw
the love of all natural men unto themselves. Either money, or pleasure,
or ambition, are their favourite pursuits, so far as to exclude Jesus
Christ, yea the very hungering or thirsting after Him. You have
not even a desire to experience His love. And therefore you may be
assured, that you have no work of grace in you. You are still in your
natural state. At an infinite distance from God. You have the
guilt of your nature and the guilt of your lives to answer for at His
great tribunal. His holy law has already condemned you, and has
passed sentence upon you, threatening to pour out all its curses upon
your guilty heads. The righteous judge is bound to see them executed
upon you. And you know not how soon He may call you to judgment.
Oh, may God rouse up your fears, my brethren, and alarm you at the
sight of your danger! Shall you, who fly with eager haste from
temporal danger, be easy and careless, while the almighty God is your
enemy, and He may this moment come and get glory to all His attributes by your everlasting destruction ~ Can you think yourselves secure
in this case, while there is only this little light vapour in your nostrils
between you and hell ~ Lord Jesus forbid it. If any person hear me
this day, who came hither without any intention to be made uneasy about
the state of his soul, oh let him now feel the misery of being separated
from Thee the Fountain of good, and draw him to Thyself; dear
Lord, now draw his heart, from sin, and Satan, from the world, and the
things of it, that he may follow me with profit, and be edified and
comforted from what I have to apply.
Secondly, To those persons, whose desires the Holy Spirit has begull
to draw unto Christ. I hope many of you are brought thus far, and
can truly say, "Draw me, and we will run after Thee." If you can
desire this sincerely, then the Holy Spirit has already begun to set
your hearts at liberty. Wait upon Him, and He will enable you to
follow Christ with delight, whithersoever He calleth you. He will
let you see so much of your want of Christ, and of His all-sufficiency
to supply your wants, that you will resolve to give up all for Rim.
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You will see nothing more worthy of your pursuit, than the knowledge
of your interest in Jesus. There is indeed nothing else worth your
pursuit. Unless you are found in Him. God the Father is your enemy.
as you are a sinner in yourself; but when He sees you in ~he Son of
His love. a living member of His body, all His blessings are yours in
time and eternity. Oh then be earnest. be unwearied at tbe throne
of grace, until you are drawn effectually to Christ, and by faith united
to Him. Whatever keeps you from Him, pray that it may be removed.
And be it ever so dear an object, a right hand, or a right eye. look up
to Him, and He will give grace sufficient for you. If it be sin, He is
almighty to save you from it. If it be great sin, His merits and
righteousness are infinite. If they be many sins, what~ proportion
do they bear to infinity 1 Are you a poor lost sinner, did not He come
to seek and to save that which was lost 1 Are your sins of a deep dye 1
The greatest have been pardoned. But none, you think, were ever so
great as yours. How can that be 1 Is it not written, Jesus Christ
came into the world to save sinners, of whom I, says Paul, am chief.
But still the sense of your great unworthiness fills you with doubts
and fears. You forget that Christ is the Saviour of the unworthy;
and when He gives you Paul's faith, and you can say with hilll • Jesus
Christ loved me, and gave Himself for me, then your doubts and
fears will fly before it. Whatever keeps you from closing in with
Christ is an enemy to your soul. Pray therefore against it. Entreat
the Holy Spirit to remove it. that you may be drawn to the loving
Saviour of sinners. and united to Him by living faith. And until
He produce this grace in you, seek Him diligently in all His ordinances.
They are the instituted means by which He draws sinners to Himself.
and more closely unites believers. The Word is the OTdinance which
He chiefly uses to the awakening of sinners. Glory be to Him for
that attractive virtue and powerful efficacy which still accompanies
the preaching of it. By His blessing it is daily effectual to the convincing and converting of careless sinners, and to the building up
and establishing of believers. Wait then under it, and look up to
God for the quickening Spirit to enable you to mix faith with what
you hear. Be much in prayer. Pray to have your affections drawn
from the world. and fixed upon God. Seek His presence in every
ordinance, .and when you find Him in it. He will give yon that grace
which He intended it should convey. And thus persevere in the
use of the means, until He bring you to the end. You shall find Him
Whom your soul seeketh. He will draw you to Himself, and then
you will be able to run after Him to whatever He calls you to do,
or to suffer. I hope there are several of you in this happy condition,
and to you. my Christian brethren, I address myself in the third and
last place.
You know the truth of this Scripture by your own experience.
Having been convinced that you could not come unto Christ, except
the- Father had drawn you by His good Spirit, you waited upon Him,
until He gave you faith, and united you to Jesus Christ: being united
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to the Lord and Giver of grace and glory, all things are become yours.
You are now the sons of God, and your heavenly Father will make
all things work together for your good. You are heirs of God, and
joint heirs with Christ: Oh remember then your privileges, and walk
as children and sons of the most high God. Keep near to your
reconciled Father, and be ever looking to Jesus your dear Redeemer,
and seek to be drawn nearer to Him daily by waiting upon Him in
His ordinances, that you may have more of His life and love. And
let the great things He hath done for your souls be manifested by
your outward walking. Show that you have nearness to God the
Father through the Son of His love, and access with confidence through
the faith that is in Him. Let this appear by your living upon Christ's
fullness and receiving from thence grace for grace. And the more
grace you receive, in the strength of it run the faster after Christ for
more grace. Run in the ways of His commandments. Follow His
example. Press close after Him in His steps. And be assured the
closer you follow Him upon earth, the nearer will you come to Him
in heaven. The more you are conformed to Him in holiness, the
more shall you be like Him in glory.
Happy are you, my Christian brethren, who have been thus drawn
to Christ, and are thus running after Him. Hold on your course,
determined in God's strength not to stop upon account of what He
shall either call you to do, or to suffer. Pursue the way of duty, in
which Christ walked, whatever difficulties you may meet with, and
fear not but He will give you strength to go on conquering and to
conquer. Whatever His will is concerning you, rely upon Him, and
He will make you more than conquerors. You know where your
strength is. God is your refuge and strength. Go to Him in every
hour of temptation, and IJ;e will give you grace sufficient for you.
Ask and you shall have. The .Father will give whatever you ask in
His Son's name. This is your great privilege, and God grant you may
ever make use of it in time of need. Let us now use it to crave a
blessing upon what we have heard. And the whole of this discourse
is excellently summed up in the collect of our church for this day:
" Grant to us, Lord, we beseech Thee, the Spirit to think and do always
such things as be rightful, that we who cannot do any thing that is
good without Thee, may, by Thee, be enabled to live according to Thy
will, through Jesus Christ our Lord." Amen.
THE Lord reigns, and He will certainly act for the best. His wisdom,
power, goodness, and love are equal to everything consistent with His
holiness and justice, His Covenant and His promise. Our duty and
our greatest comfort must arise from communion with a precious
Jesus and conformity to Him; and this is a sufficient reason why we
should live much at the throne of grace. There is no blessing to be
expected but in a way of free grace, and we ought not to enjoy a grain
of comfort without giving glory to the Lord.-Wm. Bull.
3°
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"A DEBTOR TO MERCY ALONE" IN CHINESE.
By THE EDITOR.
ONE of our readers is a lady missionary in China. In a letter, dated
July 6th last, she sent a kind donation for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE Fund.
In the course of her letter, she said, " \Ve value the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
more and more, and each number seems better than the last. I think
your article about 'Neo-Evangelicals' in the May number is most
timely and helpful, and I wish it could be printed as a tract to have a
much wider circulation. It is most needful teaching in these days
when few Christians seem either to Ul1derstand or preach the doctrine
of substitution. I have always sought to ground the Chinese Chris·
tians in it, and when I was in charge of - - station (before my marriage) I had Toplady's hymn, ' A debtor to mercy alone,' printed on
separate sheets of paper the same size as our hymn book and inserted
at' the end of the supplement of all the hymn books used in our district.
I taught a good many of the Christians the hymn, and constantly had
it sung. Then I gave talks on it with proof texts for the different lines.
I am enclosing tvm or three sheets of the hymn in this letter. . . . Since
I last wrote to you we have had some little encouragement in the work
here. This year we have had very good attendances of heathen people
on Sunday aftemoons, and some seem interested in what they hear.
We pray that the Lord will bring out His chosen ones, and that we
may have the joy of seeing souls brought to Him.... With our
kindest Christian greetings and praying for much blessing on your
labours in connection with the GOSPEL MAGAZINE."
We were deeply interested to hear that Toplady's beautiful hYIm1
had been translated into Chinese, and we were glad to receive copies
of it in that difficult language. We invite our readers to pray for the
Lord's blessing on the labours of this lady missional)" and her husband.
We were struck recently with the statement that God has more of
His creatures living in China than in any other country in the world.
Who knows but that more of His elect are there also than in any
other country ~ We are responsible to do what in us lies to have the
Gospel preached unto them as well as unto others. It is thus that God
calls out His people. "How shall they believe in Him of Whom they
have not heard ~ and how shall they hear without a preacher 1" How
beautiful are the feet of them that preach the Gospel of peace in China
as in other places. May the number of faithful witnesses to the pure
'G<Jspel of God's grace be increased in that distant and thickly·populated
land, and may all whom He calls and saves in China be able intelligently
to sing,
11

A debtor to mercy alone,

Of Covenant mercy I sing,
Nor fear with Thy righteousness

OD,

My person and offering to bring."
"DUTY

IS

pleasant when God is present."-A. M.. Toplady.
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COME YE YOURSELVES APART.
My own soul has reverted again and again to the contemplation of
the tender consideration of our precious Saviour when He said,
" Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place and rest awhile." One
pictures the distressed disciples full of horror concerning the death
of the beloved forerunner of the Master. "They went and told
Jesus." One pictures the sympathy with which He received the
news. He shared their distress. In one account of this circumstance (St. Matt. xiv. 13) we read that" When Jesus heard of it He
departed thence by ship into a desert place apart." We realize that
His love and di\;tress craved solitude; for we too wh;n a beloved one
is taken from us just want to be alone. The very sound of voices grates
upon the ear, even when tender sympathy is expressed. We want
to be quite, quite alone. The Christ-loving soul seeks its sole consolation in the Crucified One who knows and understands. We want
to " go and tell Jesus."
But the account in St. Mark's Gospel amplifies His sweet concern.
We read that" the Apostles gathered themselves together unto Jesus
and told Him all things, both what they had done and what they had
taught." Listening to all, beholding how arduously they laboured,
for" they had no leisure so much as to eat," He was moved with compassion as He ever was, and said unto them, "Come ye ylYUrselves
apart into a desert place and rest awhile," or as Dr. Weymouth's translation has it, " Come away, all of you, to a quiet place and rest awhile."
Dr. Moffat renders it, " Come away to some lonely spot and get a little
rest." Can we not see again the eager telling and the interested
listening, the patient Master's patient love, and His manifest concern
in all they told Him.
So it is now. Dear reader, you and I may likewise" gather our- .
selves together unto Jesus," and then at His feet tell Him all things.
Not only shall we tell Him but hear His words, for He will respondjust as Mary of Bethany who also (implying that her sister IMartha
loved to sit there) sat at Jesu's feet and heard His Word. And not
only is it our wish to hear but to receive His words into. our hearts.
Some tell and hear, and there the matter ends, but we linger, praying
to be heart receivers, as in Deut. xxxiii. 3. "Yea, He loved the people,
all His saints are in Thy Hand, and they sat down at Thy Feet; everyone shall receive of Thy words."
He will listen. He will counsel. It may be His counsel will be,
" Let us go into Judea again" (St. John xi. 7), but the sweet words are
" Let us go," Himself with us. On this occasion He led to the grave
of a friend, " our friend Lazarus." And He wept. His tears mingled
with theirs. Jesus saw the sister" weeping and the Jews also weeping
with her. He groaned in the spirit and was troubled." He could
not behold sorrow without sharing it, although He had such a glorious
surprise in store for them.
Ah! we would rather wallr with Christ in the dark-in sorrow-
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"than walk alone in the light." When His brethren asked Him to
go up to the feast of tabernacles that His disciples might see His works,
although they knew the Jews were seeking to kill Him-they were
not in any danger-He said, " Go ye up unto this feast. I go not up
yetjunto this feast." They went up without Him. Can we, dear
reader, bear the thought of going up to a feast without Jesus? Ah!
it would be no feast apart from Him.
But-to return to the point of divergence. It may be that, as in
this instance, when the disciples came to Him with their sorrows
and their confidences, He will counsel, "Come ye yourselves apart
into a desert place and rest awhile." He knows the soothing power of
solitude, and the quietude of the desert which is, I believe, almost
appalling in its utter loneliness, lack of roads, and many dangers.
Howbeit, when He says" Come," the desert will be delightful with
Him. We read" They departed," and in another place (St. Luke ix.
10). "He took them and went aside privately into a desert place."
He took them. One feels how supremely privileged these beloved
men were to be taken aside privately with Him. One feels how very
sweet the intimacy with Him must have been. Dear reader, are you
taken aside and many things confided to you which He does not tell
the multitude ~ He trusts you with many 'heart-to-heart secrets
which are not known to all His people.
How very exceedingly patient and full of consideration He was,
seeing His disciples did not understand His sayings. In our daily life
how dragging it is, so to speak, to converse with people who fail to
grasp our meaning. How disappointing it is to us to be so faintly
understood. Yet He bore it, and He knew their capacities. In His
last talk with His own disciples, when all precious messages were
expressed, He yearned to say more but tenderly refrained, saying, "I
have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now."
We read in.£everal places, " Then understood the disciples." Looking
back, remembering His sayings, they could see clearly. And we, too,
shall see "afterward" the wisdom and love in all His dealings. In
these troubled days, when many things oppose us, "and though our
souls have many a billow breasted," with" others rising in the distance
now," He will Himself go before and say, "It is I. be not afraid."
He will comfort us in the desert place. One feels how "darkness
thickens" here, but let us be of good cheer. He knows what He is
doing (see Ps. xlvi. 8). "Come, behold the works of the Lord, ""hat
desolations He hath made in the earth." He understands and He
listens to all our sayings. He loves us to approach Him. Like the
great type of Christ, Joseph, He says, "Come near to lIie." Don't
let us be as the disciples on one occasion (St. lIiark ix. 32). "afraid
to ask Him." Let ns be " desirous to ask Him," and He will answer
us, " Come, tell me all that ye have said and done, your victories and
failures, hopes and fears." He loves to hear all, " the converse which
the world has never known." "Let lIie see thy countenance, let Me
hear thy voice, for sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is comely."
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The voices of His redeemed are sweet unto Him; for He has made
them sweet with joy and praise. Their countenances are comely to
Him; for He has imprinted His own comeliness-all fair-no spot
in them.
May the Holy Spirit so teach us to see our own nothingness and His
fullness, that we may even in the wilderness and solitary place rejoice ;
for we shall come up from the wilderness leaning upon the Beloved.
Together here, together in the bright For Ever, not to rest awhile, but
eternally.
"Christ
shall reign for ever and ever" (Rev. xi. 15). "His
servants
shall reign for ever and ever (Rev. xxii. 5).
No separation.
NETTlE.
MY HEART'S DESIRE.
J ONAH "wished in himself to die." Twice over in vexation and
disappointment he petulantly felt (as Elijah did disconsolately) that
no place could be so sweet as " the clods of the valley where the wicked
cease from troubling." Forgetting the Lord his Maker, his soul
fainted in him, as David's would have done unless he had believed
to see the goodness of the Lord, not among the habitations of the
dead but" in the land of the living." Not that David's faith was
always triumphing over things seen. Time was when he wished and
said, " Oh that I had the wings of a dove, then would I flyaway. . . .
I would wander far off and remain in the wilderness." He would
leave all his enemies (he had no friends I) and would seek the solitude
or companionship of owls and dragons, and with them find comfort
and rest. Very likely, had he got to the wilderness, he would have
found many of his friends there before him, and others would have
dropped in after him, till the wilderness and the solitary place were
made glad with the feet and the voices of the saints.
How spontaneously we seem to think that to have something or
somebody or ourselves removed is the only possible way for help to
come. We also forget that Christ is the resurrection and the life,
that He came not to destroy but to save, to give life and to give it
more abundantly. He gives more grace, instead of removing it.
He makes the crooked straight, and in the place where feeling or
circumstances said they were not His people, there are they " called
the children of the living God," and there the living praise Him, as
Hezekiah did that day.
We could find scarcely a saint in the Bible with whom we do not
connect some long-drawn desire, or some all-engrossing wish. The
Apostle John wished" above all things" that his beloved Gaius might
prosper and be in health, even as his soul prospered. With that
assertion of affection and solicitude he opened his letter to his dear
friend who was delicate evidently or had been ill, and John spoke the
hope of his heart that strength might be increased~ a tender hope
for an earthly good. We are sometimes afraid to express our hopes

450

The Gospel Magazine

with the aged apostle's simplicity, feeling that perhaps they may not
accord with God's will. "Many are the afflictions of the righteous."
" In the world ye shall have tribulation." Such words are misapplied
to make us forget that the Lord takes pleasure in the prosperity of
His people, that He has given Himself the name of Restorer and
Healer, and that He is the God of all comfort and of hope. So John
was not afraid of his hope, nor was he afraid of his joy. He rejoiced
greatly when the brethren came and testified of the truth that was
in his friend. It warmed his heart to learn that the children also
wallred in the truth. He was not afraid to praise Gaius, and to
encourage him. He withheld not good from his neighbour when it
was in the power of his hand to do it. He commended him for what
he had done for the brethren, although it was no more than his duty
to do. He was not afraid of the judgment he formed regarding
Diotrephes. He had the mind of God and of Christ and the direction
of " the Author of peace and lover of concord," when he calmly and
dignifiedly denounced the malicious man. He was not afraid of his
doctrine. "He that doeth good is 'if God, but he that doeth evil
hath not seen God." God only was the first and last good. No
creature sincerity would avail for righteousness. All was evil that
came not of the unchangeable Lord, whether in practice or in ·belief.
With the hoar-haired Apostle God was all in all. He had leant on the
bosom of Jesus and had heard His words, the words of the Father,
full of grace and truth. He had, since the departure of His Lord,
another Comforter, all for John, as He still is all for each individual
for whom Christ prayed before He left us behind Him here. And so
he had been led into all truth, the truth to which he so often refers
and of which he writes. All his salvation and all his desire were in
One higher than himself. He was not his own, but he was forgiven
and blessed. He was loved, and he loved much. Love filled up all the
interstices of his epistles, and he would have made them longer if he
had not expected soon to see his friends. So he laid down his pen,
and closed the inkpot (perhaps), and would have said to each one
of us who love His Lord and for whose sake the letter to Gaius was
Divinely written and published; "I trust I shall shortly see thee and
we shall speak face to face. Peace be to thee. Our friends salute
thee: greet the friends by name."
FOLLOWER-ON.

"CURSED IS THE GROUND."
" Ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and
gold . .. but with the precious blood 01 Christ."-1 PETER i. 18, 19.

IN the third and fourth chapters of Genesis, where the introduction of
sin is given, the ground is mentioned three tinles; each sentence is
spoken by J ehovah and each line in connection with sin. "Cursed
is the ground for thy sake" (iii. 17). "In the sweat of thy face shalt
thou eat bread till thou return unto the ground" (iii. 19). "The
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voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto Me from the ground" (iv. 19).
May the Holy Spirit illuminate the subject while we consider" the
ground" in connection with redemption.
'.' Cursed is the ground for thy sake." Sin and death thenceforth
have ever gone hand in hand. Death passed over the groU11d as well
as over man, when man overstepped the boundary in Eden. Sin is
such a grievous curse that even the very ground is stained and
polluted by it. From that time on its future produce was to be,
"thorns also and thistles." Was this why thorns found their place
at the Cl11cifixion ~ To what an awful purpose were they then
applied! They" platted a crown of thorns" to further wound our
dear Redeemer. The sin-stained growth of the cursed groU11d was
used to lacerate His flesh. In His infinite, matchless love He wore
that crown of thorns for us. He permitted that part of the curse
to touch Him, that He might redeem us from the result of the curse.
When wearing those thorns the Lord Jesus Christ was manifested
as Jehovah's counterplanting-" I will bring forth My servant, the
Branch," "The Branch of My planting." The sinless Branch on
. the tree of Calvary bought redemption. The gmnd final result of
this counterplanting in the groU11d will be, "Instead of the thorn
shall come up the fir tree; and instead of the briar shall come up
the myrtle tree." The cursed ground will eventually be healed.
"The earth' . . . opened her mouth to receive" the blood of Abe!.
" The voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto Me horn the gJ:Ound."
The ground was blood-stained by sin.
"In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread till thou return
unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken; for dust thou
art, and unto dust shalt thou return." Such is the needful awful
fiat on sin. There is no redemption from this for any son of Adam
during time. The curse will stand to the letter till nature fails
or till Christ comes.- We are formed of the dust of the ground, the
very dust of the ground contains the germs of the diseases from
which we die. "Unto dust shalt thou return," but not for ever!
Only" until the redemptioll of the purchased possession." We wait
for" the redemption" of our body. We lmow that it will take place.
"For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must
put on immortality." "Then shall be brought to pass the saying
that is written: Death is swallowed up in victory." As yet, beloved,
it is only "written"; then it will be experienced! W'hen the last
Adam, the Lord from Heaven, comes to call and claim His own, this
dust of death will put on life. This is our blessed hope. We have
shared the fall, the sin, the sorrow; we shall aL~o share the life everlasting. Then physical as well as spiritual" death shall have no more
dominion over" us. For death will be swallowed up of life, and the
curse will be removed from" the dust of the ground" !
The blood of Christ atones for man's sin. Applied to our hearts by
the Spirit it brings peace; but blood is also used in judgment. Used
thus, the waters of the ground were once turned into blood. Perhaps
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tbis stands out as tbe most awful of tbe ten plagues. It is yet to bappen
again. "Tbe sea . . . rivers and fountains of water" will become
" blood" once more during the final fulfilment of Revelation. The
reason for this is given. Blood calls for righteous retribution. "They
have shed the hlood of saints and prophets, and Thou hast given them
blood to drink" (Rev. xvi. 3-6).
No sin is hidden from God, and no sin is hidden for ever. Ahel's
hlood cried from the ground. A day is coming when this sin-charged
" earth shall disclose her blood, and sball no more cover her slain."
Every murder, every suicide, will he revealed at last. It is only the
sins of the ungodly that will then he brought to light. All sin that has
been covered by the atoning blood of Christ in tbis life, will he then
forgotten. It will not come up for judgment, because it has heen
previously forgiven. But after the sins of the wicked have been dis·
closed and judged, " there shall be no more curse." Sin and its effects
will he for ever blotted out. How is it with you, dear reader 1 Are
your sins under the blood or 011 your conscience 1 Tbe Lord Jesus
Cbrist came to put away sin hy the sacrifice of HilllSelf. Are your sins
" put away" 1 This is a most momentous question. 1Ilay tbe Holy
Spirit rouse you to answer it and quicken you into life,if you are as
yet" dead in trespasses and sins."
" Without shedding of blood is no remission." Ch1~st's blood and
that alone has made peace between God and man. Repentance for
sin alld faith in His suhstitutionary work are the free gifts of God conveyed by the Spirit. Our only bope for eternal life and safety is in
" The Man, Christ Jesus, Who gave Himself a Ransom for all, to be
testified in due time."
Oh! the exceeding sinfulness of sin to need such a mighty Sacrifice.
Oh! the exceeding love of Christ that met the demand. Trnly, this
is love indeed "which passeth all understanding."
Ne'f./J Eltham, S.E.9.

ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
•

THE PRIME MINISTER OF ENGLAND AND DIVINE
GUIDANCE.
" REPLYING to a resolution of sympathy with him in tbe difficulties
of his many problems, passed by the Anglesey C.E. monthly meeting,
Mr. Lloyd George wrote: 'My hest support in the midst of trouhlous
times is the sympathy and faithfulness of friends, especially my
friends in Wales. My heart is full of gratitude to the Anglesey monthly
meeting for tbeir kind thoughts and prayers. I have a strong belief
in tbe Divine guidance. Nothing less than the guidance of the Almighty
could have led our cOuntry successfully through the perilous straits
of the recent war and the storms wbich we bave gone through. I
believe there are signs now that the worst is over and that peace will
once again reign among the nations of the world.' "-Daily Telegraph,
June 29, 1921.
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A CHEERING WORD FROM CANADA.
UNDER date Aug. 22, the Rev. W. W. Winter, formerly of Derby,
writes a cheering word in reference to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Mr.
Winter is now living in Happy Valley, British Colwnbia. He says,
"I wanted to tell you how much I have enjoyed reading the good
old GOSPEL MAGAZINE of late, too good throughout to note its unctious
articles individually. You have given us, old pilgrims, a rare treat
in laying before us Mr. Winder's highly interesting chat upon' calling
to remembrance the former days.' The list of the worthies who so
lovingly sustained the Free Grace cause in the large upper room in
Manchester, England, cheered one's heart more than a little. I seemed
to have the benefit of their gracious company again and again. It
was my great privilege to have profited by their spiritual teachings,
and to have enjoyed the personal friendship of nearly all those whose
names are recorded in the August number, page 354. Tmly the
memory of the just is a blessing, and I greatly enjoy it. Well, I hope
ere long to renew their acquaintance."
The Rev. R. J. Noyes also writes from another part of Canada and
says, "I may (D.V.) send you a few' Reminiscences,' having been led
to these by ~Ir. Winder's two papers." It is very encouraging to
learn that the various articles in the ~lAGAZINE are valued by so many
of our readers in different parts of the earth.
SCIENCE AND THE BIBLE.
THE late Sir William Dawson, LL.D., F.R.S., F.G.S., etc., who stood
in the front rank of modern scientists, was asked, "What is your belief
as to the origin of man 1" He answered, "I know nothing about the
origin of man except what I am told in the Scripture-that God created
him. I do not know anything more than that, and I do not know anybody who does. I would say with Lord Kelvin that there is nothing
in science that reaches the ORIGIN 0/ anything a.t all. That man is a
product, a Divine creation, is all that I can say. So ,vith the first
aniroal, it must have been a prodnct of absolute creation. With man
something new is introduced into the world-a rational and moral
nature, of which there is no trace in the animal kingdom. That is why
in the first chapter of Genesis man is said to have been' created,' an
inferior term, 'made,' being usually employed in the case of the
animals."
Sir William was asked: "As a scientific man have you any
difficulty in accepting the miracles of both the Old and New
Testaments 1 "
His reply was: "None whatever. The two must stand or fall
together. I do not think a man can logically reject the Old Testament without also rejecting the New. The evidence of inspiration in
the Old Testament, considered as a preparatory dispensation for
Christ's coming, is just as good, in my judgment, as in that of the
New."-Bible Lea.{jue Quarterly, July-Sept., 1921, p. 55.
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THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
'THE Trustees very gratefully acknowledge the receipt of the following sums, up to Sept. 15th:£ s. d.
£ s. d.
'HL. G. T."
.. 0 10 0 Miss Atkinson . .
1 0 0
Mrs. F. J. Cornwall
0 9 6 Mr. F. Bolton. .
0 2 6
"E. M. A."
o 5 0 "A Widow" ..
0 2 0
Mr. John Cordle
1 10 0 Mr. A. Gurney, 4 dollars
Mrs. Hammond
076
(Canadian).

SPIRITUAL MEDITATIONS.
By THE LATE G. A., OF BIRKENHEAD.
·ONE of our poets says:
'I

I prize the privilege of prayer,

But oh! what backwardness to pray."
'This backwardness I have often found; alas! how very often has
it been felt to be present with me. It is a very powerful limb of the
old man; tbere are in it many of tbe fmits and effects of the fall. If
I would compare it to a tree I should say that the native ungodliness
of the human heart composes its roots; its main stock is selfsufficiency; its lower branches are worldliness (that is, the power the
things of this life obtain in the heart and affections), enmity, pride, selfrighteousness, hardness 'or impenitence, unbelief and lukewarmness,
'barrenness in the things of God, and blindness of mind, so as not to
see our sins, mourn over them and confess them; so as not to see
our spiritual poverty in being destitute of communion with God,
which is the vital part of true godliness. The top branches of this
rank upas are: paltry excuses for a more convenient season; distrust
of the Blessed Spirit's aid, without which we can make no speed at a
throne of grace; a cleaving to a nonentity in the soul, in a supposed
power and will in us to come to God when we may.
The leaves of this tree, and the fruit which it bears, are an uneven
walk and conversation, a felt distance from God the source of all our
'joys, a shyness of the most lively of His people, who abide under the
shadow of that green olive tree in and from Whom all spritual fruit is
alone found.
Now what is the only remedy for this state of things, in the ways of
a child of God 1 It is in His promise of grace, which promise was
given him as an elect vessel of mercy in Christ Jesus before the world
.began. He will speak a word of power to the heart, and when this
word goes forth from His mouth Who executes righteousness and
judgment for all that are oppressed (Psa. ciii. 6), its effects will very
,speedily be apparent to that soul. Before this, and when the tree is
'yet in its greenness, the soul is oppressed, every gracious principle is,
or appears to be, overborne by indwelling sin, it can only sigh and cry,
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"My leanness, my leanness, oh, for a day of power in my heart! "
But behold! where the Word of King Jesus is, there is power! for
His Word that goeth forth out of His mouth shall not return unto
Him void, but it shall accomplish His pleasure; and His pleasure is
His people's fruitfulness; for therein is His Eternal Father glorified.
It shall therefore prosper in the thing whereunto He sent it.
I compared this backwardness to spiritual prayer to a tree; but,
unlike most trees, it is very quick in its growth; even when a blow
from the axe of free grace has cut it down to the very stump, it may,
in the quickness of its growth, be compared to Jonah's gourd which
sprang up in a night; and to sit Ullder its shadow is to be in the felt
presence of spiritual death. The soul is shut up, and cannot come"
forth; a mountain of difficulty is in the way of access to a gracious
Covenant God, in the feelings of the soul. But who art thou, 0 great
mountain 1 The Lord speaks His gracious word of power into the
soul, and there is a removing of the mountain, a cutting down of the
green tree, and a coming forth to the soul from its prison. It goes out
with joy, and by the power of the blessed Spirit it is led forth with
peace, the mountains (that is, the hard rocky feelings) give way before
the burning of the melting fire of Divine love, and the hills break forth
into singing, and all the trees of the forest clap their hands. Gladness,
joy, liberty, and light come into the soul. It is bedewed under the
blessed Spirit's anointings. It is satiated with goodness and full with
the blessing of the Lord. It finds, instead of the thorn the fir tree, and
instead of the briar the myrtle tree, which shall be to the Lord for a
name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. The soul is
again brought into the delightful element of spiritual prayer, finds
access to God, and power to plead with Him.
The many deliverances which the Lord's people stand in need of
from time to time can only be brought about by the Lord fulfilling
in them the promises of His free grace. Deliverance is not in the
power of their arm, but in the grace, promise, and power of God. What
a God He is to His dear people! He compasses them about with
songs of deliverance. From all their destructions He delivers them,
and from every spiritual enemy, and no good thing will He wit.hhold
from them.
My soul has known something of these things, and I desire to ascribe
it all to free grace, and free grace alone.
March 27, 1877.
"ETERNAL REDEMPTION."
HEBREWS ix. 12.
THE redemption which Christ has obtained is eternal. The apostle
uses the expression 'found' redemption (" Found for Himself (lit.) as
a thing of insuperable difficulty to all, save Divine omnipotence, self. devoting zeal, and love to find "-Dr. Brown}. So Abrah1tm answered
the qnestion of Isaac, God has provided the Lamb for the offering;
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soiin the book of Job the messenger or angel, the interpreter or
mediator, one above a thousand, reveals to afflicted and sin-convinced
man God's righteousness and saith, "Deliver him from going down
to the pit: I have found a ransom." Marvellous redemption, in
which all Divine attributes working together are revealed, so that
glory is to God in the highest and perfect peace on earth to the men
of His good pleasure. God only could provide our ransom (Psa. xlix.
6-9).
The expression brings before us in a human way the wonderful
wisdom of God, wherein He has abounded towards us, the marvellous
plan of redemption which, high above all created thought originating
in the Divine mind, brought together mercy and truth, justice and
grace, in harmonious unity, and made the dark object of sin the
occasion of the brightest manifestation of Divine glory. Thus the
Lord commends His own wisdom, and in the prophets frequently
stirs up our sluggish mind to regard with wonder and astonishment
His great salvation. Christ's precious blood can never lose its power
till all the chosen saints of God are gathered unto glory. It is a real
redemption from the guilt and power of sin, from the curse of the law,
from the wrath of God, from the bondage of Satan, and from the
second death; an eternal redemption, because sin is forgiven; Satan,
death, :1nd hell are vanquished; everlasting righteousness is brought
in; we are saved for evermore.
Jesus has redeemed us. By dying in our stead, hy bearing our
sins in His own body (·n the tree, by satisfying all the claims which
a holy God had against us, by being made a sin-offering and a curse
for us, the Lord delivered us from om bondage and captivity. His
blood was the ransom. Because we are redeemed according to Divine
righteousness, death has no sting; we are no longer through fear of
death subject to bondage. Sin has no mom dominion oyer us, for
the death of Christ has set us free to the service and obedience of
God. The wrath of God abideth no longer on us, for the atoning
blood speaks now only of mercy and everlasting love. Satan can no
longer lay anything to the charge of God's elect. He found redemption where man would never have thought of it. He found it after
His incarnation and path of obedience in the death of the crOS3, in
the darkness of agony, and He brought it forth in brightness and
beauty, glory and strength, by His resurrection from the dead.Adolph Saphir.
A CORRESPONDENT, writing on ]liay 19th last, says, "Did you notice
that the new Pl'esident of the Baptist Union in his address said, ' The
truth is we have existed long enough on John Bunyan and Robert
Han and C. H. Spurgeon. We must take a step forward!' I wrote
him reminding him that we had never existed on these men of God,
but we had lived and flourished on the Gospel they preached, and if
that Gospel·were proclaimed to-day in the power of the Holy Spirit
the like happy results would follow."
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-We warmly thank a Bristol friend for the kind gift
of 196 bound volumes. ODod books are always '1eeded in the work,
for our workers find a ready demand for them, and away at sea or in
a foreign land they are read and valued. We cannot do too much for
our soldiers and sailors, both Royal Navy and Merchant Service, for
we can never be insensible to the self-sacrificing labours of our men.
May I give one instance showi.ng how they appreciate what is done
for them 1 A man going into a Sailors' Home found a volume sent
out by the book-mission, and afterwards said, describing the spiritual
uplift he had whilst reading, "It was like a little bit of heaven to my
sou!." Dear Dr. Doudney, who is held in ever-loving memory, once
wl'Ote, " To every lover of J esns, the spread of His name and His fame
must be a matter of intense interest. He cannot be indifferent to a
subject of such vital in!portance." Therefore, dear reader, can we
count upon your kind help in our efforts 1
Yours sincerely,
6, Stirling Road, Bath Road,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, September 1st, 1921.

IS THE NEW TESTAMENT INSPIRED 1
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR,-After reading your article in the July GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
" Is the New Testament inspired 1 " I had a look at "Harmsworth's
Popular Science," and I note that it says in vo!. i., page 151, " No one
now believes ill this doctri.ne of special creation. The slightest thought
and study show that the various kinds of anirrials and plants have
somehow evolved from one another."
The writer of this article makes a big mistake; theI'e are thousands,
and, let us hope, millions of ODd-taught men and women who know
hin! to be wrong.
Does this gen tleman know when he makes his sweeping and misleading statement that no one can have "the slightest thought"
unless it comes from the Spirit 1 We know that God is a Spirit, the
devil is a spirit (and a misleading one), and man has a spirit: and
there are none in a better position to judge of ODd's Truth than those
He teaches.
" It is written in the prophets, 'And they shall be all taught of ODd "
(John vi. 45). There are many who· do not believe the Word of God.
" Shall their unbelief make the faith of ODd without effect 1 " (Rom.
iii. 3).
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This "faith of God " is in the Spirit of God, and those who have
been born again have this" faith."
" For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is
the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith" (1 John v. 4).
West Lodge, Holmwood, Surrey.
H. HODDINoTT.

. l!Jrtlte~tant tieacon.
PROTESTANT POINTS.

VI. PRIEST.
IF, as has been already shown from Holy Scripture, there is no other
propitiatory sacrifice in the Christian dispensation than that of the
Lord Jesus Christ, once offered upon Calvary; and if there is no altar
for Christian worship, it follows that there can be no priest (i.e., in
the sense of the Latin sacerdos, or the Greek 'EPE{,~ [hiereus], a sacrificing priest), inasmuch as a sacrificing priest involves a sacrifice to be
offered, and an altar upon which to offer it.
But to examine the particular point before us in Bible light. A
Christian minister is never once called a priest (iEPE{,~) in the New
Testament. The apostles wrote of themselves as such, viz., " apostles,"
and also as "ministers" (1 Cor. iii. 5; iv. 1), "ambassadors," and
" elders"; but never as priests. Christian ministers are styled
" prophets"
evan 0
crelists' " " pastors"
" teachers"
" elders" bishops
,
,
.,
(or overseers, as the original word implies), and" deacons"; but priests
never! (see Eph. iv. 11, 12, etc.).
.
To quote the words of Dr. GrifIith Thomas: (1) "There are the
instructions of our Lord to His disciples and apostles in the four
Gospels, bnt not a word about a special priesthood. (2) There is the
first book of general Church History, the Acts of the Apostles, but
not a hint of such a priesthood. (3) There is the first detailed picture
of one particular apostolic church in the Epistles to the Corinthians,
but not a sign of any such priesthood. (4) There are the two great
doctrinal Epistles for Gentile Christians, Romans and Ephesians, but
no instructions whatever as to snch a priesthood. (5) There is the
great doctrinal Epistle for Jewish Christians, Hebrews, but nothing
in it except our Lord's priesthood. (6) There are the three Epistles
of pastoral and ecclesiastical instructions, 1 and 2 Timothy and Titus,
but not a word of any special priesthood. (7) There are the mature
writings of the two great apostles of the circumcision, St. Peter and
St. John, but no trace whatever of this priesthood."
The Greek word iEPE{,~, a sacrificing priest, occurs many times in
the New Testament, and is used to designate: (a) The Jewish priests
appointed by God Himself (Heb. v. 4; vii., etc.); (b) A Pagan priest
(Acts xiv. 13); and (c) The Lord Jesus Christ, in the Epistle to the
Hebrews, the one and only Priest, the antitype of the high priests of
,
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the Levitical dispensation. But, as aforesaid, it is never employed
to designate Christian ministers.
A former Bishop of Durham, Dr. Lightfoot, wrote: "The Epistle
to the Hebrews teaches that all sacrifices had been consummated in
the one Sacrifice; all priesthoods absorbed in the one Priest. The
offering had been made once for all, and as there were no more victims
there could be no more priests. . . . If, therefore, the sacerdotal
office be understood to imply the offering of sacrifices, then the Epistle
to the Hebrews leaves no place for a Christian Priesthood."
True, all who are" in Christ" are "priests unto God " (1 Pet. ii.
5, 9; Rev. i. 6; xx. 6), so-called, doubtless, because they become
"servants to God" (Rom. vi. 22), as were the priests of the Old Testament dispensation. They offer sacrifices, but they are "spiritual
sacrifices": "Ye also, as living stones, are built up a spiritual house,
to be a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to
God through Jesus Christ" (1 Pet. ii. 5). Such spiritual sacrifices are
described in the following Scriptures: Rom. xii. 1-" I beseech yoU'
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a:
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God." Phil. ii. 17 -" The sacrifice and service of faith." Heb. xiii. 15, 16-" Through Him then
let us offer up a sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the
fruit of our lips giving thanks to His name. But to do good and to
communicate, forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased."
But though all Christians are' priests, the minister is no more a
priest than any other member of the body of Christ.
We conclude, then, that there is no priest now on earth to offer a
sacrifice for sins, because the Lord Jesus Christ by His sacrificial
death; His entrance into glory, and His session at the right hand of
God, has fu1filled and annulled the Aaromc priesthood, and God Himself has abrogated it. Moreover, Christ Jesus is not a priest after
the order of Aaron, but after the order of Melchisedec, as the Epistle
to the Hebrews shows. And the main feature of the order of
Melchisedec is that it is an eternal and unchangeable priesthood.
It does not pass on to others, as did the order of Aaron. Christ is
" a Priest FOR EVER," as was foretold in Psa. cx., and confirmed by
the Holy Spirit's testimony in Heb. vii. 23-25. "And they truly
were many priests, because they were not suffered to continue by
reason of death; but this man, because He continueth ever, hath an
unchangeable priesthood. Wherefore He is able also to save them
to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth
to make intercession for them."
MarsluLll (Sask.), Canada.
ROBERT J. NOYES, B.D.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
GROVE Chapel, Camberwell, is not an unfamiliar place to many of our
readers, and for 87 years an Auxiliary has been maintained there.
The late Secretary, Mr. Joseph Lock, passed away in March last, and a
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portrait and biographical sketch appear in the new number of the
Quarterly Record, which will be sent, post free, to any address. Mr.
Lock was an excellent friend of the Institution and the historian of
Grove Chapel.
John Newton's Church of St. Mary Woolnoth, City, is well known
to every lover of his hymns and letters; it contains a number of
mementos of this useful servant of God. Through the kindness of the
present Rector, a service fo, the Society will be held in the Church at
7 o'clock on Friday evening, October 7th, when the Rev. J. B. Banaclough, M.A., will preach. The Committee hope that many will
attend this interesting service.
Brighton commemorates, on October 11th, the 42nd Anniversary of
its Auxiliary and Home. The Sale of Work will open at 11 a.m., and
the lI{eeting will be held at 3.30, in the North Road Rooms. Visitors
and local friends are }l.eartily invited.
The claims upon tile Society are increasing, and additional support
is urgently needed. No less than 1073 pensioners and eight Homes have
to be maintained.

BIBLICAL NOTES: A SERIES OF PAPERS ON BIBLE SUBJECTS. By the
late Rev. EDWARD CARR, Minister of Providence Chapel, Bath.
Pp. 109. Price 4s. post free. (Mrs. CaIT, 104, Lower Oldfield
Park, Bath, or lIfessrs. Farncombe & Sons, Imperial Buildings,
Ludgate Circus, London, E.C.)
The manuscript of this series of papers was found amongst the late
Mr. Carr's papers, all complete. Mrs. Can, his wife, after much
thought decided to have it printed, and she trusts it will be helpful to
many. These short papers represent, we believe, much thought and
prayer, and extensive and careful reading. They deal briefly with
over one hundred different Bible topics. They are very suggestive,
and many of them might easily be made the basis of helpful sermons.
The teaching is sound, clear; and Scriptural. We hope the volume will
have a good sale. We warmly commend it.
THE

CO~ENANT.

By J OSEPH IRONS. Pp. 48. Price 6d. (Rev.
Henry Atherton, The Parsonage, 100-102, Camberwell Grove,
London, S.E.5.)
This pamphlet, by the founder and first minister of Grove Chapel,
Camberwell, consists of three sermons on "The Covenant of Grace,"
" The Covenant of Life and Peace," and" The Covenant in the Wilder·
ness." The pamphlet is issued by the Sovereign Grace Union. Many
will be glad to have these three sermons bound together. The precious
truths of the Covenant of Grace are here set forth in trenchant style
by the first minister of Grove Chapel.
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