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DIVINE LEADING.
" He led them on safely. "-PSALM lxxviii. 53.

THIS Psalm contains a summary of the history of the children of
Israel. It refers to their deliverance from Egypt, their journeyings
for forty years in the wilderness, and their eventual entrance into
the promised land. GOD" divided the sea, and caused them to
pass through." He" led them with a cloud" by day" and all
the night with a light of fire." "He brought streams also out of
the rock, and caused the waters to run down like rivers." He
"rained down manna upon them to eat" and "He sent them
meat to the full." Eventually" He brought them to the border
of His sanctuary," "cast out the heathen also before them, and
divided them an inheritance by line, and made the tribes of Israel
to dwell in their tents" (verses 13-25, 54, 55). All these mercies
were bestowed upon them in spite of their many sins. "For all
this they sinned still, and believed not for His wondrous works."
" Their heart was not right with Him, neither were they stedfast
in His Covenant." "They remembered not His hand, nor the day
when He delivered them from the enemy." They forgat "His
signs in Egypt, and His wonder in the field of Zoan." They failed
to remember the plagues which He brought upon the Egyptians
and the distinguishing mercy which He showed to His Own
people. It is specially of His guiding mercy that we now desire
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to write. He" made His Own people to go forth like sheep, and
guided them in the wilderness like a flock. And He led them on
safely" (verses 32, 37, 42-53). Note especially the words, "He
led them on safely." The LORD led them from Egypt all through
the wilderness and right into the land which He had promised to
give them for an everlasting inheritance.
1. First, He led His OWN people on.
It was" His Own people" (verse 52) Whom He led on. He put
a difIerence between them and the Egyptians. He did not lead
the Egyptians, but He led His Own people. The LORD distinguishes between those who are peculiarly His Own and others.
This was specially seen when the firstborn were slain. "About
midnight will I go out into the midst of Egypt; and all the firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die." "But against any of the
children of Israel shall not a dog move his tongue, against man or
beast; that ye may know how that the LORD doth put a difIerence
between the Egyptians and Israel" (Exod. xi. 4-7).
Notwithstanding all their sins the people of Israel were GOD'S
beloved, chosen, and special people. "The LoRD thy GOD," said
Moses, "hath chosen thee to be a special people unto Himself,
above all people that are upon the face of the. earth" (Deut. vii.
6-8). They could truly say, therefore, "He is our GOD; and we
are the people of His pasture, and the sheep of His hand" (Psalm
xcv. 7). It was they, His Own beloved and chosen people, whom
He led on. They needed a guide, and the LORD Himself went
before them to lead them in the way in which they should go. We,
too, need a guide. Can we say that He leads us ~ To answer
that question we must ask another. Are we His people ~ How
are we to find out ~ Let us look at the words of the Apostle Peter.
He says, " Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises
of Him Who hath called you out of darkness into His marvellous
light: which in time past 1cere not a people, but are now the people
of God .. which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained
mercy" (1 Peter i. 9, 10). Are we amongst these people ~ How
can we find out ~ Well, look back at the previous verses of the
chapter and note some of the marks of those whom Peter described
as "the people of GOD." Verse 2 shows that they had been born
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again. Verse 3 shows that they had "tasted that the LORD is
gracious." Verse 5 shows they were living stones in a spiritual
house. Verse 7 shows that they were believers in CHRIST and that
He was precious to them. Verse 9 shows that GOD had called
them out of darkness into His marvellous light, and verse 10 shows
that they had" obtained mercy." Have we been born again ~
Have we tasted of the grace of GOD ~ Is CHRIST precious to our
hearts ~ Have we been effectually called and justified by faith in
the blood and righteousness of CHRIST ~ (see Rom. viii. 30). Have
we obtained mercy~ Have we, like the publican, cried to GOD
for mercy and obtained it. If so, we are now the people of GOD,
and if SO, it is evident that we are " elect according to the foreknowledge of GOD the FATHER, through sanctification of the spirit,
unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of JESUS CHRIST."
We are begotten to a living hope. We are destined to an incorruptible inheritance. We are kept by the power of GOD unto a
salvation ready to be revealed. Loving a SAVIOUR Whom we have
not seen, and believing in Him and in His promises, we "rejoice
with joy unspeakable and full of glory" (1 Pet. i. 2-8). Moreover, our Covenant GOD is our Guide. Of us it is true as well as of
the literal Israel that He leads His Own people on. He does not
lead those in the broad way. It is only those who have entered
the strait gate and are walking in the narrow way whom the LORD
leads.
2. Secondly, observe that He led His SAVED people on.
The people whom He led on were a people" saved by the LORD"
(Deut. xxxiii. 29). The high GOD was their REDEEMER. He had
delivered them from death, from bondage, and from the Egyptians.
Their firstborn were delivered through the blood of the passover
lamb. The lamb had been slain, and its blood had been sprinkled
on their door posts, and GOD had said, "Vi'hen I see the blood I will
pass over you." That lamb was a type of CHRIST. CHRIST our
PASSOVER LAMB was sacrificed for His people. They have been
sprinkled, so to speak, by His blood. They have been cleansed
and forgiven because His blood has, so to speak, covered and
sheltered them. His death was endured in their stead, and they
have been delivered from sin's penalty by the precious blood of
CHRIST. They are a people, therefore, "saved by the LoRD,"
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saved by His grace through faith in CHRIST. It is they whom the
LORD leads on. It is the saved whom He guides in the wilderness
journey. The people of Israel were also saved by Divine power
at the Red Sea. So, sinners who are saved experience the
regenerating and sanctifying power of the HOLY GHOST. They
are saved by the washing of regeneration and renewing of the
HOLY GHOST, and by the blood of the LAMB. All such are
Divinely led. The LORD is their Guide. Have we been saved by
the LORD? Are we regenerated by the HOLY GHOST and washed
in the blood of the LAMB? If so, the LORD will be our Guide.
3. Thirdly, the Lord led His people on AS HIS SHEEP.
He made "His Own people to go forth like sheep, and guided
them in the wilderness like a flock" (verse 52). He was the
Shepherd of Israel. Hence the prayer is directed to Him, "Give
ear, 0 Shepherd of Israel, Thou that leadest J oseph like a flock;
Thou that dwellest between the cherubims, shine forth" (Psalm
lxxx. 1). In Eastern lands the shepherd goes before the sheep and
leads them. He does not drive them, but He guides them. As
their Shepherd the LORD supplied all their wants. He" rained
down manna upon them to eat" and " He clave the rocks in the
wilderness, and gave them drink" (verses 15, 24). "Yea, forty
years didst Thou sustain them in the wilderness, so that they
lacked nothing; their clothes waxed not old, and their feet swelled
not" (Neh. ix. 21).
The same JEHOVAH is the Shepherd of the spiritual Israel. The
LORD is their Shepherd, and therefore they shall not want. All
their needs will be supplied. Do we sufficiently realize this blessed
truth? Let us trust in His Shepherd care, and put away the fears
that rise up in our timid and unbelieving hearts.
" , Fear not, ye little flock,'
'Whom JESUS CHRIST redeems;
'Tis yours to feed beside that Rock
Which sends forth living streams."
4. Fourthly, the Lord led His people on SAFELY.
They were exposed to many dangers as they journeyed from
place to place, but "He led them on safely." He led them
in the .darkness as well as in the light. "The LORD went before
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them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by
night in a pillar of tire, to give them light; to go by day and night.
He led them always. "He took not away the pillar of the cloud
by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from before the people."
(Exod. xiii. 21, 22). He never forsook them, thougb they often
provoked Him to do so. He was always near at hand to guide
and to protect them from their foes and dangers. He saved them
from the Egyptians and from Amalek. Sihon, King of the
Amorites, and Og, the King of Bashan, were also overthrown by
His power. In like manner He leads His people safely to-day.
They are beset by many foes within and without, but they " are
kept by the power of GOD through faith unto salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time" (1 Peter i. 5). He keeps the feet of His
saints. He is always their Keeper. He keeps them night and
day. He keeps them in their going out and their coming in. No
weapon that is formed against them shall prosper. All His saints
are under His protecting care.
5. Lastly, He led His people on to their promised inheritance.
He never ceased to lead them until He had brought them to the
land which He had promised to give them. He brought them out
that He might bring them in (see verses 54, 55).
He was faithful to His promises, and having begun His work
of mercy He continued it. What an illustration we have here in
regard to the heavenly inheritance of the Israel of GOD. The
LORD will lead them on till they are presented faultless before the
presence of His glory with,exceeding joy. It is His good pleasure
to give them the kingdom. They are "heirs of the kingdom
which He hath promised to them that love Him," and He will
deliver them from every evil work, and will preserve them unto
His heavenly kingdom (see 1 Tim. iv. 18). They are Divinely
appointed " to obtain salvation by our LORD JESUS CHRIST" and
to "live together with Him" (1 Thess. v. 9, 10). What a mercy
to have such a Leader. Let us be of good courage and go forward
in the path to glory assured of His guidance, provision, protection,
and blessing.
THE EDITOR,
Whitingto'll Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.
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LIBERAL EVANGELICALISM.
III.-IN RELATION TO THE ATONEMENT.
(Second Article.)
"Christ hath redgemed us from the curse of the law, being made a
curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is everyone that hangeth
... 13 .
on a tree. "G
- AL. lll.

WE saw in our former article that Liberal Evangelicals no longer
the doctrine of the Atonement to a primeval Fall. They
relate
.
have abandoned the" belief that the Fall was an historical event,"
and hence their teaching on the Atonement is not influenced by
a belief in the Scripture record of man's lapse into sin. No such
lapse, according to them, ever took place, and the references to
such a Fall given in the New Testament are an indication of the
mistakes (?) made by Christ and His apostles. It is painful in the
extreme to read such teaching as this. If it were given by open
and avowed enemies of the truth we should not be surprised, but
Liberal Evangelicals are ministers of the Church of England.
They occupy bigh and influential positions. Their teachings are
therefore calculated to have a far-reaching influence on many who
profess and call themselves Christians. We next pointed out that
Liberal Evangelicals object to those" forensic terms" in reference
to the atonement which are used in the Bible, and have been used
by the old Evangelical expositors of that great doctrine.
We now proceed to point out that" The modern Evangelical is
dissatisfied with some of the older and cruder penal and substitutionary
theories of the Atonement" (Liberal Evangelicalism, p. vii. Italics
are ours).
We have for a long time observed that the penal element in the
Atonement is no longer taught by many professed Evangelicals.
They do not believe that Christ, when He died, bore the penalty of
sin in the place of His people. At one time we began to wonder
if we had unconsciously imbibed unscriptural doctrine on this
subject. Had we been wrong in preaching and teaching that the
only ground of a sinner's deliverance from the wrath to come was
that Christ had stood in his place, and borne the full penalty which
.
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his sin merited, in his room and stead ~ This led us to re-examine
the grounds of our belief, and we have been much impressed in
reading the writings of some of the old Evangelicals how they
constantly insist on the truth that Christ bare the penalty of His
people's sins. For example, Romaine in his Life of Faith says,
" He was called Jesus, because He was to save His people from their
sins; as their Surety, He was to fulfil the law for them by His
obedience, and to suffer the pains and penalties of it by His death
and passion." Again he says, " By His obedience to the precepts,
and by His suffering the penalties of the law, He redeemed His
people, who were under the law." This is the teaching of the Church
of England Homilies which the writers in Liberal Evangelicalism
declared at their ordination to contain "godly and wholesome
doctrine." The Homily for Good Friday says, "For Himself He
was not punished; for He was pure and undefiled of all manner
of sin. He was wounded, saith Esay (Isaiah), for our wicked'YV'oSs,
and striped for our sins: He suffered the penalty of them Himself,
to deliver us from danger. He bare, saith Esay (Isaiah), all our sores
and infirmities upon His Dum back: no pain did He refuse'to suffer
in His Own body, that He might deliver us from pain everalsting."
In the Homily" Of the Salvation of Mankind" we read, " God sent
His only Son our Saviour Christ into this world to fulfil the law
for us, and by shedding of His most precious blood to make a
sacrifice and satisfaction or (as it may be called) amends to His
Father for our sins, to assuage His wrath and indignation conceived
against us for the same." The satisfaction which Christ made was
the bearing of the penalty which our sins justly deserved. The
penal element in the atonement, the doctrine that Christ bore the
merited punishment of His people's sins, was the doctrine taught
by all the great Reformers and their Evangelical successors. Calvin
says, "Our Lord came forth very man, adopted the person of
Adam, and assumed his name, 1(hat He might in his stead obey
the Father; that He might present our flesh as the price of satisfaction to the just judgment of God, and in the same flesh pay the
penalty which we had incurred" (lnstitutes, Vo!. II, Chap. xii.,
Section 3).
Luther says, "For God hath laid our sins, not upon us, but upon
His Son Christ, that He, bearing the punishm~nt thereof, might be
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our peace: and that, by His stripes, we might be healed"
(Commentary on Gal. iii. 13, p. 215).
Toplady in his sermon on Good News from Heave:n says," Christ
has paid, completely paid, the debt of perfect obedience and penal
suffering: so that Divine justice must become unjust, ere it be
possible for a single soul to perish for all or any of those debts
which Christ took upon Himself to discharge, and which He has
absolutely discharged accordingly." The late Bishop J eune, of
Peterborough, wrote, "We are really taught that Christ suffered
in our stead; that He bore the penalty of our guilt; that as man's
Substitute He had to endure retributive sufferings." "Let me
hear, when I am on the bed of death, that Christ died in the stead
of sinners, of whom I am chief; that He was forsaken of God
during those fearful agonies, because He had taken my place; that
on His cross I paid the penalty of my guilt. . . . Mine the sin, His
the penalty; His the shame, mine the glory" (Primary Charge and
Sermons, pp. 165, 184, 185). Bishop J. C. Ryle wrote, "Christ
has suffered for sins, the' Just for the unjust.' He has endured
our punishment in His Own body on the cross. He has allowed the
wrath of God, which we deserved, to fall on His Own head" (Old
Paths, p. 220). .
Quotations might be multiplied from the great Evangelical
teachers of the past to show that they all held that Christ was the
holy Substitute of His people and that He suffered the punishment
due to their sins when He died upon the cross, and that therefore
there is no condemnation for them. No one can effectually lay
anything to the charge of God's elect, inasmuch as God hath
justified them freely by His grace through the redemption that is
in Christ Jesus. No one can condemn them, inasmuch as Christ
their Divine Surety died and was condemned in their room and
stead.
The late Professor Charles Ho~ge, D.D., of Princeton, a man of
massive learning, wrote, "In the Old Testament and in the New,
God is declared to be just, in the sense that His nature demands
the punishment of sin; that therefore there can be no remission
without such punishment, vicarious or personal; that the plan of
salvation symbolically and typically exhibited in the Mosaic
institution, expounded in the prophets, and clearly and variously
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taught in the New Testament, involves the substitution of the
incarnate Son of God in the place of sinners, Who assumed their
obligation to satisfy Divine justice, and that He did in fact make
a full and perfect satisfaction for sin, bearing the penalty of the law
in their stead; all this is so plain and undeniable that it has always
been the faith of the Church, and is admitted to be the doctrine of
the Scriptures by the leading Rationalists of our day. It has been
denied only by those who are outside of the Church, and therefore
not Christians, or by those who instead of submitting to the simple
Word of God, feel constrained to explain its teachings in accordance
with their own subjective convictions" (Systematic Theology, Vo!.
ii., pp. 478, 479). Are we to conclude that the faithful, able, and
spirit-taught men of God who lived in the past were all wrong in
their interpretation of the teaching of Scripture on the Atonement 1
If we follow the teaching of modern and Liberal Evangelicals we
must abandon what they call "the penal and substitutionary
theories of the Atonement." We still believe, however, that the
old teaching is the Scriptural teaching. We believe that the penal
and substitutionary view of the Atonement is set forth in the fiftythird chapter of Isaiah. Our Lord Jesus Christ" was wounded for
our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes we are
healed." " Sin is the transgression of the law." "The wages of
sin is death." Christ was wounded and bruised, and died as the
holy Substitute of His people. He received instead of them the
wages which their sin deserved. He died in t~eir place. The
chastisement or punishment necessary to secure their peace with
God was upon Him. He bare sin's penalty, and with His stripes,
through His substitutionary death, His believing people are healed,
saved, and delivered from the penal consequences of their sins.
Professor Smeaton in reference to the teaching of Isaiah Iiii. says,
" The Messiah is described as the Substitute of others. He was
not exposed to suffering indirectly or incidentally, but in a direct
and immediate way, as our Representative. This comes out
expressly when it is said: ' The chastisement of our peace (that is,
the punishment which procured our peace) was upon Him' (verse 5).
The language means, according to a familiar mode of speech in the
sacred books, that the punishment due to us was reckoned to His
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account" (Doctrine 0/ the Atonement as taught 1Yy the A pastles,
p. 77).
The very purpose of our Lord's incarnation was to give His life
-a ransom instead of many (see Matt. xx. 28). He came voluntarily
for that purpose. He voluntarily laid down His life to that end.
He gave up His life as the ransom price to redeem His people from
the bondage and penalty of sin. In doing this He was their Substitute. He gave His life a ransom instead of many. We are all
by nature under the curse of a broken law, but all who have been
led by the Spirit to trust in Christ as their Redeemer are permitted
to say, "Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being
made a curse for us" (Gal. iii. 10, 13). What can these words
mean but that the penalty of the law which God's people deserved
was borne by Christ as their Substitute, and that they are redeemed
and delivered from that penalty in consequence 1 The result of
the Fall, as the late Bishop Moule says, "is not only inherited
sinfulness; but inherited guilt, i.e., liability to puuishment, (that
of death,) on account of the primeval sin. Death (in human beings)
is penalty" (On Romans v. 12 in Cambridge Btble for Schools,
p. 104). The curse which is justly merited by the transgressors of
God's law is death, and that curse Christ bore in the stead of His
people. We therefore affirm afresh our full belief in the penal and
substitutionary character of the Atonement. The ground of our
assurance that God has in grace delivered us from the merited
penalty of our sins is that Christ as our Divine, holy, and Godprovided Substitute bore that penalty in our stead. In this great
and blessed truth we glory, and for such a Saviour we thank
God.
.
If it be asked what Liberal Evangelicals teach on the Atonement,
we would answer that they teach what has been called the moral
influence theory. This view of the Atonement was taught by
Abelard, who flourished in the twelfth century, and later by Socinus,
Maurice, Bushnell and Young (see Dr. A. A. Hodge on The Atonement, pp. 293, 294). In reference to the teaching of the old
Evangelicals, Canon H. A. Wilson says, "The greatest stress was
laid upon Christ as our Substitute, enduring the punishment of
Divine wrath for human sin in our stead. The death of Christ as
the supreme manifestation of a Divine love which had ever been
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manifested, the perfect obedience of the Life of Christ as constituting
part of the Atonement, and all that might be generally summed up
as the Abelardian view of the meaning and etJeds -of our Lord's death
had no place in their teaching" (Liberal Evangelicalism, p. 13). The
words which we have italicised show that the teaching of Abelard
is that which is favoured by Liberal Evangelicals. This is rather
remarkable, seeing that Abelard lived centuries before the scholars
and scientists whom Liberal Evangelicals delight to honour. We
have said that Abelard held the moral influence theory of the
Atonement. This appears to be the theory advocated by the
Principal of St. Aidan's College, (the Rev. R. T. Howard) in his
essay on " The Work of Christ." Anyone who reads this Essay
will at once realize how utterly different it is from the old teaching.
We can only draw attention to a few passages. He says, " On the
cross He (Christ) consummated His revelation in human life of that
sacrificial love which is the true nature of every man. It was an .
achievement of incalculable moral value to mankind. It makes a
tremendous challenge to our CDnsmences, for, having seen the perfed
life of Christ and its heroic consummation on the Cross, we -ref,klize
instinctively that that is the life we ought to be leading" (italics ours,
LibBral" Evangeliicalism, pp. 131, 132). This passage taken with
the context seems to teach that Christ's life and death were designed
to create on the minds of men a moral impression. They were
designed to show what sort of a life men ought to be leading. In
other words they were designed merely to lead men to repent of
their sins. All idea of enduring the penalty of sin in the place of
the guilty is entirely absent from this essay. The word" Propitiation " is deliberately avoided, and is only found in an explanatory
footnote (p. 137). "God is telling man in Christ and supremely
through the Cross, in language which it is impossible for him to
misunderstand, that He is wholly willing to receive back His
repentant children, and that directly they sincerely repent He will
forgive them their sins freely and fully. The cross of Christ is a
window through which we.may look in and see the heart and mind
of God. ·When we are looking at Jesus Christ, we are looking into
the face of God. We can therefore always rely upon God to behave
as He behaved. .How did Jesus behave on the Cross? ' When
they crucified Him ••. Jesu3 said, Father, forgive·them.' God is
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not different from that. 'Who, when He was reviled, reviled not
again; when He suffered, threatened not . . . Who His Own self
bare our sins in His Own body on the tree.' God is not different
from that. God is~telling us in Jesus Christ on the Cross that,
though He is hurt and grieved beyond all measure by our sins,
though He must oppose them to the uttermost, and cannot pass
over them without full expression of this antagonism, though He
cannot forgive an unrepentant sinner, yet, as we should expect
from a perfect earthly father, He is corn pletely willing to forgive
him when he comes in true repentance" (Liberal Evangelicalism,
p. 136). Now all this is very specious, but what does it really
amount to 1 Put more simply it means that Christ's life and death
were designed to show how very loving and tenderhearted God is
towards sinful men. As Christ was so loving and forbearing that
He meekly bore without resentment or opposition the hatred of
men, so God is like that. Hence, when we look at Christ's character
in life and death we see what God is like. We see that He is the
loving Father Who is ready at once to forgive all who come to
Him in true repentance. The ground of this readiness to forgive
is not that Christ satisfied Divine justice and bore sin's penalty,
but merely that the sinner is sorry for his sins, and he is made
sorry as he beholds Christ's love manifested in Christ's life and
death. The idea that God as ,a just and holy God must punish
either the sinner or his Substitute is wholly rejected. It is true
that men sometimes feel that they are guilty and worthy of punishment, but that is a wrong feeling, and a misapprehension of the
character of God-so say the Liberal Evangelicals. Note this
passage from their book. "When man wakes from his unrepentance
he realizes the horror of his sin in its effect on himself, on his hrother
man, and on God. He feels his responsibility for what he has
done. But his sin produces in him a sense that God must punish
him with a retributive stroke beyond the self-inflicted consequences
of the moral order" (p. 136). Is it a good thing to have such a
sense of sin that you feel you justly deserve punishment at the
hands of the God against Whom you have sinned 1 The old Evangelicals would answer, "Yes." They would own themselves as
lost, ruined, and hell-deserving sinners. But Liberal Evangelicals
say, " A sense of ' guilt' of this kind is a disease of the soul of a
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very real kind, and until it i~ removed he (the sinner) will never
be reconciled to God" (p. 136). All the teaching in the past,
therefore, which was designed to convict men (through the Spirit's
power) of their sins, and of their merited condemnation, was
mistaken. "A sense of guilt" is a disease. It must be removed
like other diseases, and only then will the sinner be reconciled to
God. "If one thing above all others is unrllistakable in the teaching and behaviour of Jesus Christ, it is that God is not of such a
nature as that" (p. 136). That is, that God is not of such a nature
that He must punish the sinner. In other words, according to the
teaching of this book, "God is only love; all His attributes and
activities are simply functions of His love." We would remind the
author of these words that the same Scriptures which declare that
" God is love" also declare that" God is light" and" our God is
a consuming fire." Men don't need Liberal Evangelicals to teach
them this one-sided and unscriptural view of the character of
God. It is already ingrained in fallen human nature. Every
earnest worker amongst the masses knows that the common idea
amongst unconverted and unregenerated people is that God will
forgive them if they turn over a new leaf and are sorry for their
sins. In other words, they believe in salvation by human merit.
But salvation by grace is the doctrine of Scripture. "Without
shedding of blood is no remission." The forgiveness of sins is a
blessing bestowed through Christ's blood. It is bestowed on the
ground of His obedience unto death. It is bestowed in grace on
tbe ground that Christ bore sin's penalty in the place of His people.
It is true that this blessing is only experienced by those who repent
and believe, but the ground of their justification is not their
repentance and faith, but Christ's work for them. Moreover, their
repentance and faith are themselves Divine gifts. Dr. Charles
Hodge clearly describes the moral influence theory of the Atonement in the following passage: "A third general theory concerning the work of Chr;st is that which rejects all idea of expiation, or
of the satisfaction of justice by vicarious punishment, and attributes
all the efficacy of His work to the moral effect produced on the hearts
of men by His character, teachings, and acts. On this account
it is usually designated the moral view of the atonement. The
assumption is that there is no such attribute in God as justice;
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i.e., no perfection which renders it necessary, or morally obligatory,
that sin should be punished. If this be so, there is no need of
expiation in order to forgiveness" (Systematio Theology, Vol. ii.,
p. 566, 567).
We feel that we cannot be too jealous for the old doctrine of
substitution. "Every doctrine of revelation has been assailed,
but the order of battle passed by the black prince at this hour
runs as follows: 'Fight neither with small nor great, save only
with the crucified King of Israel.' If they can carry the bastion,
of substitution, if they can throw down the great truth of atonement, then all the rest will go, as a matter of c9urse" (C. H.
Spurgeon, Sermon, No. 1993).
THE EDITOR,

Whitington Vioarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

(Thomas Houghton).

A BELIEVER.
IT is the distinguishing character of a believer, that he has fellowship
with the Father and the Son, through the indwelling of the Spirit.
Whosoever has not this fellowship with God, hath fellowship with
sin; and fellowship with God and fellowship with sin are incompatible.
Yet a believer may have many falls into sin, without having fellowship
,vith it. Grace and nature are inmates in the heart of a renewed
man; yet they are just like two persons who dwell under the same
roof and are always at variance, they have no fellowship at all the
one with the other. The regenerate part " cannot sin, because it is
born of God," the Divine seed remaineth in the believer uncorrup.t
and immaculate. "It is no more I," says the Apostle, "but sin
which dwelleth in me." Whereas" the carnal mind," the unregenerate part, " is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be." On
the contrary, " it is enmity against Him." It hates holiness, as being
His image: it loves sin, and nothing but sin. Sin is not only its law
but itself is a "law of sin," in the abstract. It is sleepless, restless, implacable, ever bent upon the ruin of the soul, in which it dwells; and
in the hour of temptation is particularly watchful to side with Satan
and to improve the advantage. Such a guest, rather such a desperate
foe, does every believer carry in his bosom; which makes him so
frequently cry out, with Paul, " 0 wretched man that I am ! " though
at the very same time it is his privilege to exult, with the same Apostle,
and say, " I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord! "-The late
Sir Richard Hall, Bart., 1848.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Send ye the lamb to the "uler of the land, from Sel4 to the wilderness,
1mto the mount of the daughte,' of Zion."-IsA. xvi. 1.
THE prophecy of Isaiah in his opening chapters has close dealings with
sin and God's just punishment of it. How frequently we come across
the expression " the burden of," and then follows the burden of his
message to such and such nations in their sins and backslidings and
guilty departures from God. The warning accompanies the burden
of the message, for God is ever the God of mercy as well as of strict
justice. He is not willing that any should continue in sin and perish.
Here we read of " the burden of Moab," continued from the previous
chapter, where her lamentable state has been rehearsed, and her sure
and certain ruin pronounced if she does not repent.
The words of our text are very striking, and they arrest the attention
by the suddenness of them. "Send ye the lamb to the ruler of the
land." It might be rendered tribute, and we remember how in
2 Sam. viii. 2, we read how David conquered the Moabites, and to him
and the Kings of Israel they continued to pay tribute until after the
death of Ahab, when they rebelled and refused to pay. "And Mesha,
King of Moab, was a sheepmaster, and rrendered unto tbe King of
Israel an hundred thousand lambs, and an hundred thousand rams
with the wool. But it came to pass, when Ahab was dead, that the.
King of Moab rebelled against the King of Israel" (2 Kings iii. 4, 5).
They are again called upon to pay it in the form of lambs and rams
to David's lawful successor, King Hezekiah, who was King of Judah
at this time. '~Send ye the lamb to the ruler of the land." There
was dire need, for was there not deep misery? "In their streets they
gird themselves with sackcloth," " weeping abundantly." Even" the
armed soldiers of Moab shall cry out; his life shall be grievous unto
him." The waters were made" desolate" and" full of blood," and
the heavier judgment was overhanging the guilty, God-forsaken land.
" For I will bring more upon Dimon, lions upon him that escapeth of
l\loab," just as the Lord's word had been fulfilled upou guilty Samaria
when that people would not hearken (2 Kings xvii. 25). For the
prevention of these" lions," show your submission, says the prophet,
to your rightful king. Submit to your liege-lord, Hezekiah. Offer your
tribute; send your tribute lambs in token of submission and homage.
It was the recognized offering and gift for pacification. But especially
does it teach how they needed to make their peace with the God of
Heaven and earth, Whom they had so grievously offended. He was
the Ruler above rulers, and they needed to recognize this truth in the
language of King' David. "Thine, 0 Lord, is the greatness, and the
power, and the glory, and the'victory, and the majesty; for all that is
in heaven and in the earth is Thine: Thine is the Kingdom, 0 Lord, and
Thou art exalted as head above all" (1 Chron. xxix. 11).
,
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" Send ye the lamb.'" Their ruler the King of Moab owes it. Send
it " to the ruler of the land." "Send ye the lamb to tJJe ruler of the
land from Sela to the wilderness" (Sela was the chief city of Moab),
" unto the mount of the daughter of Zion," the city of the great King,
where the sacrifices were offered and accepted. All this should teach
the spiritual reader of the Lamb of God, the great central, the allatoning Sacrifice, the great Propitiation. He was God's Lamb, and
the only One that would" count" for His people's peace. Jesus was
the Lamb slain in the purpose of God from the foundation of the world.
All the types under the Mosaic dispensation prefigured Him. In
Gen. xxii. it was declared in that Divine interposition for Abraham
how "God would provide Himself a Lamb." In Exodns the lamb
for the Passover was it lively type of Christ, our Passover, slain for us.
Many lambs were slain, yet they were considered as one-" a lamb
for an house." So the Lamb of God for the House of Israel, a whole
Christ for every believer. "Every man according to his eating shall
make your count for the lamb" has a deep spiritual truth underlying
that provision. Leviticus and Numbers likewise contain commands
for the continual burnt offering. "The one lamb shalt thou offer in
the morning, and the other lamb shalt thou offer at even," which was
ordained for" a sweet savour, made by fire unto the Lord." The
gifted and now glorified Mrs. Chaplin so beautifully expressed the
Scriptural significance of " God's Lamb."
"Ever a lamb, a chosen lamb,

A slaughtered lamb they brought;
Hour after hour, year after year,

Day after after day was fraught
With liviug blood, which stood between
God's justice and His people's sin.
" God's Lamb! tbe Due Great Substitute
The Lamb, whose blood had power!
There was no me1"it in the streams
Poured out from hour to hour I
Christ's only is the precious bloodOh t ·sinner see 'rrhe Lamb of God.'

tl

And you and I, beloved reader, would by faith "see the Lamb of
God" in the verse under our consideration. "Send ye the lamb to
the ruler of the land." Do not the words speak of the meek submission,
the willing obedience of God's Lamb. He submitted Himself. "He
became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross." He was
subjected to the furious, Satanic, howling mob, shouting down even
the chief ruler's verdict, " I find no fault in Him." But they overcame
the weak Governor's suggestion to release Him, and in their hellish
frenzy cried out as one voice, " Not this man, but Barabbas."
Was ever such a court scene before or after enacted? Has the
trial of the holy, harmless, spotless Lamb of God a parallel? The
Governor, who should be expected to pass judgment and sentence, can
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only declare the prisoner before him to be a " just man," can" find no
fault in Him," and washes his hands before the murderous multitude
declaring, " I am innocent of the blood of this Just Person." At the
same time he delivers Him up to be crucified. "He was led as a lamb
to the slaughter." He had been" sent to the ruler of the land," and
He was now led, the Lamb, " God's Lamb," to the slaughter. He was
guiltless, He was willing, He was doing His Father's will, He was
accomplishing the fixed determinate counsel of God, though wicked
hands were to deliver Him up and to crucify Him. Oh, the matchless,
unspeakable love of Jesus! The unutterableness of it! We cannot
express ourselves. Words and thoughts fail us. We want to weep
ourselves away at Calvary. We would express the language of our
hearts' desire with Joseph Hart, who had such a deep knowledge of sin
and such gracious views of the Sin-Bearer ;"Make Thy mighty wonders known;
Let us see Thy sufferings plain:
Let us hear Thee sigh and groan,
Till we sigh and groan again;

Rend, 0 rend the vail between,
Open wide the bloody scene.
"Let us trnst Thee evermore j
Every moment on Thee call,
For new life, new will, new power,

Let us trust Thee, Lord, for ·all.
May we nothing know beside
J eSllS and Him crucified."
We want to sorrow more for those sins which pierced His blessed
hands and feet and nailed Him to the cross of shame! We want to
share the poor woman's portion, much forgiven, much to love Him.
We want to imitate His example. We want to consider His wondrous
character as God's Lamb, Who opened not His mouth, Who, when He
was reviled, reviled not again, Who was willing to be led from prison
and from judgment. We want to grasp some of these deep and
unfathomable truths, and to cry unto the Lord Who has chosen us in
Christ and formed us a people to show forth His praise. We want to
beg of Him to mould and fashion us after His own will and to give us
more and more grace to be conformed to His image, and to grow up
into Him in all things. Thus may God's Lamb, the Lamb Who is " all
the glory of Immanuel's Land," be all the glory now, though in a
humbler measure, in the hearts of His people below. And let the
children of Zion be joyful in their King.
,R
\ ~ '~j.?_.
•
IF, for a while, the Evangelicals are doomed to go down, let them
die fighting and in the full assurance that their Gospel will have a
resurrection when the inventions of "modern thought" shall be
burned up with fire unquenchable.-The late O. H. Spurgeon.
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Sermonf:l anll NOUf:l of ,Sermonf:l.
WATCHiNG.
A

SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
AT ST. MA!tY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

" And what I say unto you, I say unto all, Watch.-MARK xiii. 37.
WE were just now in our hymn Scripturally confessing that we know
not the day of the Lord's return, we know not the year of our Lord's
return though it is very interesting to observe that the New Testament
Scriptures very explicitly declare the fact that" He Who shall come
will come, and will not tarry" beyond His Own set time. The Old
Testament Scriptures foretold the first Advent of Messiah and He came
in accordance with those predictions, but it may be noted that the
predictions of the first Advent, recorded in the Old Testament, were
much less explicit than the prqphecies of the New Testament concerning
the second coming of the Lord. The language of the Old Testament
prophecies was largely poetical and open to different constructions,
and different constructions were placed by interpreters upon those
prophecies. Thus it was that when the Lord Jesus came the first time
and fulfilled the predictions of the Old Testament the Jewish Church
did not receive Him. They had already put such a constructiou and
interpretation' on the Old Testament prophecies concerning the
Messiah that they failed to recognize the true Messiah when in the
fulness of God's time He appeared. Now we are all of us, dear friends,
open to a similar error in interpreting the New Testament prophecies
concerning the second coming of the Lord, but perhaps we are less
exposed to such a peril than the Old Testament people inasmuch &8I have already stated it-the New Testament predictions are not
couched in poetical language, but in simple, historical terms. Remarkable, again I say it, are these predictions for their simplicity. I asked
your kind attention this morning to that point when our minds were
led to contemplate the Lord's promise in the 14th chapter of John's
Gospel and the 3rd verse: "If I go and prepare a place for you, I will
come again "-nothing could be more simple than that promise-" I
will come again and receive you unto Myself." There is no poetry in
that. I repeat it, there is no figure of speech employed, no imagery,
but a plain, historical statement, " I will come again and receive you
unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also." Now let us bless
God that He has been pleased to give His people, especially to His
slow-hearted learners, such plain statements of His counsel and purpose
concerning His second coming. In these Scriptures of prediction we
find the Lord has been pleased to employ a variety of parables to
throw, as it were, a side-light on the other and specific predictions of an
Advent character. Our text here stands in close connection with one
of these brief parables; referring back to the 34th verse we read: "For
the Son of man is as a man taking a far journey, who left his house,
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and gave authority to his servants, and to every man his work, and
commanded the porter to watch. Watch ye therefore; for ye know
not when the master of the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or
at the cock-crowing, or in the morning; lest coming suddenly, he find
you sleeping. And what I say unto you," My disciples, My immediate
followers, " I say unto all, Watch." Here the Lord, I say, has been
pleased to employ a brief parable to cast a side-light upon the Advent
promise, and a pledge is given us that He will return presently in the
kingdom of His power and in the greatness of His glory to see and to
receive the travail of His soul in the persons of His redeemed people.
It is the return of the Master, then, that the people of God are taught
to look for. Now in what attitude should such be found 1 Surely
they should be occupied in their Master's work. This, in fact, is the
definite teaching of the passage that we have just been reading-a man
taking a far journey, leaving his house, and giving his servants
authority, appointing to each his own work, commanding them to
watch for his return. So it is that sinners called by grace are called
to service, not merely to be saved, to be saved from the wrath to come,
to be saved from the curse of the law, to be saved from the dominion
of sin, to be saved from the malignity of the world, to be saved from
their own wretched corruptions-not merely this, all this is perfectly
true, but-being so saved-are saved that they should be the Lord's
devoted servants. And the Lord does appoint to every saved sinner
his definite pathway in which to walk, and his definite service in
which to work out a grateful obedience to Him Who loved and Who
gave Himself for His people. Oh, children of God and dear young
friends who love the Lord Jesus, it is for you and for me to simply
be waiting on the Lord day by day to know His holy will concerning
us. "Lord, what wouldst Thou have me to do 1" Not seeking to
prescribe to the Lord, or marking out a pathway for ourselves and then
saying, " Lord, let it be this rather than that," but may we in a spirit
of complete subjection to His loving and all-wise will and authority
wait upon Him for His counsel to guide our feet and to employ our
hands in His work; then when He comes if we be so found we shall
meet Him with great joy. "Blessed," says the Lord, "is that servant
whom the Lord when He cometh shall find so doing "-so doing.
Children of God, good works have their definite and allotted place in
the economy of the Gospel. Man puts works before salvation and by
service seeks to justify himself before God, but grace-saved sinners
learn truth otherwise. They have learned that they do them in service
and in obedience to the Lord Who loved them and gave Himself for
them, that they bring forth good works to His honour, glory, and praise.
" By grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves "not of yourselves; "it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man
should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
~tnto good works, which God hath before prepared that we should
walk in them." And what we desire if we are in our right minds, dear
children of God, is this, to know what the Lord has prepared for us to
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do. "Good works, which God hath before prepared tbat we should
walk in them." "Now, Lord, what are these works that Thou hast
appointed me whom Thou has called by Thy grace to know salvation
for myself in the Lord Jesus. Lord, show me to-day, show me now,
will it please Thee, the prepared work. Thou hast made ready a work
to my hand, and Thou hast given me the sweet privilege of enjoying
fellowship with Thee in partaking in these works of Thine." They
are all of them, I take it, all the good works-acceptable works-that
ever the Church of God unto this hour has brought forth, written out
in the book of God's" prepared" service. The eyes of His servants
were opened to know what the Lord would have them do, and they
did it. There will be no failure, there will be no works entered in the
book of God's purpose appointed to this servant of God or to that
servant of His which will remain unaccomplished. Therefore it is, as
I often say to you, dear hearers, that God's dear people can never be
cut off before their work is done. When the Lord cuts off a dear
servant of His suddenly in the midst of service, that dear servant
bringing forth fruit-much fruit-to the honour and praise of God,
we are yet quite sure in association with that sudden removal that
his work was actually done, he left nothing unaecomplished which God
in His gracious eternal purpose had prescribed unto Himself to accomplish by that instrument. Oh, it so simplifies the whole subject of
good works, does it not? "From Me is thy fruit found." He has
ordained all our works for us and we can do them at His command.
Just as, we remember, when the Lord willed that the Tabernacle should
be constructed He called Moses His servant up into the Mount and
showed him the model of the Tabernacle in all its perfections, measurements, materials, and holy 11ses. All was explained to Moses, nothing
was left to human device, nothing: was left to human art or invention;
but Moses was warned, ., i:)ee thou make all things according to the
pattern showed to thee in the mount."
ow I take it that is just an
illustration of what the Lord is doing still with His servants. Oh, be it
our privilege to get up into the mount with the Lord and to see the
pattern of the works that He would have us bring forth in the grace
and power of the Holy Spirit to His honour and His praise and His
glory. Ah, to be found thus occupied according to His will when He
comes again will be to hear at His lips, " Well done, good and faithful
servant." "Well done," ohserve, because it is the fruio of faith.
Good works are the outcome and necessary result of a living, gracious,
God-begotten faith in the heart of a grace-saved sinner.
Then if we turn to Malachi iv. and the 2nd verse, we shall find
another image employed: "But unto you that fear My Name shall
the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in His wings; and ye shall
go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall," or " in the stall." Here
the coming of the Lord Jesus is imaged forth as the sun-rising, the
break of the day, and in perfect consistency with this thought we
find other Scriptures. There is that notable one, as you remember,
in the Epistle to the Romans: "The night is far spent, the day is at
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hand"; and that other place in Hebrews: "Not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but
exhorting one another: and so much the more as ye see the day
approaching." It is for God's people to be thus living in anticipation
of the glorious rising of the Sun of righteousness, and here it is that
our text of to-night has a special application. "I say unto all, Watch."
We are called to our watch-towers. The Lord's people, not merely
ministers of the Gospel (certainly they are included), are the Lord's
watchmen. It is the privilege of the true people of God, who are
" children of light" and" children of the day," to hold forth the truth
of God to the world that lieth in darkness. "Ye are the light of the
world." Those who are born again, those who are begotten of Him
Who is the true Light, are themselves children of light; and if that be
so what fellowship can there be between them and the surrounding
darkness ~ What co=union, what concord, between those whom
God has separated unto Himself out of the world, the family and
household of the King Who is Light of Light, and that world that
lieth in darkness 1 He has called His children into fellowship of light,
so that we read, " The Father hath made us meet to be partakers of
the inheritance of the saints in light." Are we rel1lizing this, dear
young believers who are especially subject to worldly temptations,
and emphatically so in these last degenerate times ~ Is it your
anxious, prayerful desire that your lamps may be kept trimmed and
your light so shining before the world of darkness that they who are
of it might take knowledge of you that at any rate you are not of their
number? Light will always testify against darkness. Our light may
be but feeble and ofttimes but flickering, but if there be the light of
the living truth of God in us-if it be but a spark-it must be visible
in the darkness, one spark in the darkness. But we shall not be
satisfied, in proportion as we love the light, to emit so feeble a measure
of testimony, we shall desire .that our light may increase as the light
of day increases. First it is but a faint, feeble glimmering on the
horizon, but momentarily breaking forth and promising an outgush
of glory. That outgush of glory will be co-incident with the coming
of the Lord, so that" the path of the just "-that is of the Church of
God and of each believer in particnlar-is described as the path of
"the shining light "-the sun in the heavens from sunrise to mid-day.
" The path of the jnst is as the shining light, that shineth more and
more unto the perfect day." And that perfect day, as I have said, is
the Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.
(To be concluded.)
A POOR widow woman in Scotland was asked by one of the Field·
preachers how she came on in these evil times. "I do very well,"
she said, " I get more good of one verse of the Bible now than I did
of it all lang syne. He hath cast me the keys of the pant! y door
and bidden me take my fill."-Pret1£hers of Scotland, p. 163.
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ONESIPHORUS.
2

TIMOTHY

i.

THREE persons are named in this chapter as " not ashamed." Paul
was not ashamed of his sufferings; Timothy was not ashamed of his
testimony; and Onesiphorus was not ashamed of the chain of Paul.
A good man of the seventeenth century, writing to an acquaintance
who lived much in communion with God, said: "When you have
the King's ear, remember me." And surely each of us has at least
one such friend from whom we also might beg this trucst bndness.
The name Onesiphorus means" one who brings help"; and herein
the name and the character agree. The aged apostle's reference to
him contains something of the peculiar interest and weight that often
characterize the words of dying friends. Paul was nearing the end
of his course. These words therefore are the outflow of pathetic,
I!lauly, and godly affection.
1. "He fift refreshed me." This expression most surely refers to
those acts of kindness by Christians to each other that mutually help
in the pilgrim path. The same is said by Paul to Philemon: "For
we have great joy and consolation in thy love, because the bowels
of the saints are refreshed by thee, brother." It also sets forth the
fellowship of believers in the Gospel: "that I may come unto you
with joy by the will of God, and may with you be refreshed" (Rom.
xv. 32). This is beautifully confirmed by the apostle's friendship
in service with Titus: "Yea, and exceedingly the more joyed we for
the joy of Titus, because his spirit was refreshed by you all" (2 Cor.
vii. 13). The unselfish joy of Paul in the prosperity of his fellowlabourers, and in the fruitfulness of the saints to whom he wrote, was
a lovely fruit of his fellowship with Christ; and 0 that the servants
of the same Master now knew more of this blessed principle!
2. Onesiphorus "was not ashamed of my chain." This refers to
the apostle's imprisonment at Rome (Acts xxviii. 20). Paul esteemed
his bonds as an immense honour, and gloried in wearing them. He
spoke of them, and wrote of them, as royal tokens of his Master's
special favour. And now the aged prisoner connects the affection of
Onesiphorus with the honour, and treasures the memory of his practical
kindness with rare depth of loving gratitude.
3. Onesiphorus "sought me out ,'e,'Y diligently." This brief record
suggests that Onesiphorus had cause to visit Rome, and used the
opportunity to pay a visit to the veteran prisoncr. It also implies
that he did not know where Paul's hired house was, and that thus
he had to make diligent inquiries for it. This would materially add
to the value of his visit to Paul, and also sweeten it to himself. We
are surely taught by this that we are not t.o wait for necessity to make
itself known; but that we are to be ready and even eager to seek it out.
We ourselves were once far off from the Good Shepherd, though He
knew 'where to find us; but this in sovereign love took place: "I,
even I, will both search My sheep, and seek them out. So will I seek
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out My sheep" (Ezek. xxxiv.). And it is denounced against the false
shepherds that they did not seek out the lost sheep. J ~ seeks until
He finds!
4. " And found me." There were doubtless hours of dejection in his
loneliness wherein Paul would have welcomed the voice of a friend
and brother. Some had turned away from him; Demas had forsaken
him; and at the close of his letter he pathetically says that only Luke
is with him. So that it would be a ray of sunlight indeed when this
staunch friend, all the way from Asia Minor, came through the doorway of his room! Onesiphorus spent both time and energy in his
search, intent on finding the prisoner, and he had a present joy in his
success, the added joy of Gospel fellowship, and a future reward as
well.
5. The apostle prayed that Onesiphorus might find mercy of the
Lord" in that day," and also that the Lord would give mercy to his
household. This is the best recompense, and often the only one, we
can render on behalf of those from whom we receive sympathy and
belp. The Master has all acts of kindness recorded in His book of
remembrance, and esteems them as done to Himself. "In how many
things he ministered unto me at Ephesus, tbou knowest very well."
Nothing is ever overlooked by the Lord; every act of kindness is too
precious and too fragrant to be forgotten. There are some readers of
this page who are gratefully remember.ld for acts of practical sympathy,
and who are mentioned in prayer to the liberal Master who inclines
their hearts to help His brethren. There is thus a present mutual
blessing; and He "whose service is perfect freedom" reserves the.
crown of righteousness for all who love His appearing.
Crick/ewood.

WILLIAM WILEMAN.

LOOK UP.
IN that precious little booklet Tried Words, by our late dear Editor,
Rev. J. Ormiston, there are many most helpful seed thoughts. Among
them the following extract heartens and uplifts the soul. "Look not
within, child of God, nor look around you, but look up-look up-look
up for grace to endure even unto the end, unto the blood-bought
triumphant end. 'Looking unto Jesus' is the secret of present
comfort, light, and liberty, while also it is connected inseparably with
an entrance abundantly into the rest that remaineth to the people
of God."
Have we not found it so, dear reader, when the Holy Spirit has
by grace enabled us to look off unto Jesus, to look up from all here to
all in Him, and very especially cheering it is in these present trying,
sad, difficult days when the" little flock" seems well-nigh crushed?
But it is not crushed. We shall lift up our heads to rejoice; for it is
our Father's good pleasure to give us the kingdom. In that bloodbought gift is victory, and there is glory, an " eternal weight of glory."
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He says, " Fear not-look up-I am." Grace will be given for every
need. We shall find an all-sufficient God bidding us " be not afraid"
in the storm, making a way in the wilderness and streams in the
desert. It will not be a solitary way, for He is with us. It will not
be a dangerous way, for He goes before. It will not be a thirsty,
parching way, for He shall make streams in tbe desert. Mark the
way in the wilderness, the streams in the desert.
Moreover, He the Beloved of our souls exults in us. He sees, He
watches, He rejoices as the "all fair" and the "spotless" in His
sight cling to Him, and find in Him their joy. "He feedeth among
the lilies." He finds refreshment there. He feasts among the lilies.
Note, dea,r reader, He says of His beloved, " As the lily amo'ng thorns,
so is my love among' the daughters." He sees her in the thorny
paths, in the difficult, prickly, painful dispensation, and He lovingly
admires her and shelters her there. Again, He sees her pure, and
stainless, and sweet-a lily amidst her discordant sUIToundingsthorns. He sees the ugly sharp thorns which only make the dark
background-wherewith her loveliness is enhanced to view. He sees
amidst thc thorns the beautiful, meek, lily shining there. He wore
the crown of thorns in love for her redemption. She witnesses for
Him among thorns, but He wore the thorns upon His bleeding head
for her, and made the pain and shame a Crown. "For the joy that
was set before Him He endured the cross despising the shame." And
now" we see Jesus . . . crowned with glory and honour"
Have you ever noticed the sweet reciprocal terms in Isaiah xxviii. 5
and in Isaiah lxii. 3 1 "In that day shall the Lord of hosts be for
a crown of glory." "Thou shalt also be a crown of glory in the hand
of the Lord."
" He feedeth among the lilies." He feasts upon the graces which
He Himself has bestowed. His delights are with her. Well may she
look up and beholding Him" sit down under His shadow with great
delight" and with deep content, abundantly satisfied for" His fruit
is sweet to her taste." Her desire is all to Him and to be with Him.
Under His shadow meets all her joy. She ardently desires that the
north ,,~nd as well as the south may blow upon her garden, that the
spices thereof may flow out t{) .be fragrant for Him, and then in an
ecstasy of fervour she entreat" her beloved Lord, "Let my Beloved
come into His garden (not hers now but all His) and eat His pleasant
fruits." She herself in His sight is " A garden enclosed "-enclosedfenced off-separated, her plants " an orchard of pomegranates with
pleasant fruits." What supreme, thrilling happiness to her heart
when He says to her, " I am come into My garden." My garden. He
accepts it, He owns it, and then He proceeds, "I have gathered, I
have eaten, I have drunk." And in His delight He seems to call out
to all aroUJld, as well as to her, to share His feast, " Eat, 0 friends;
drink, yea drink abundantly, 0 beloved."
So "looking unto Jesus is the secret of present comfort, light, and
liberty, while also it is connected inseparably with an entrance
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abundantly into the re3t that remaineth to the people of God."
Thus the little flock rejoices in the sure protection and provision
of the Good Shepherd Who gave His life for His flock, Who loved
"unto the end." Look not within. This looking within brings
depression, darkness, dread. Our hearts are vile and deceitful above
all things, desperately wicked, sinful and black to the innermost core
throughout. There are daily "fightings and fears within, without."
We fly to Him Who alone can deliver. "0 Lamb of God, I come,
I come. All I need in Thee to find." Look not around you. Indeed,
that too is a sight to distract, and dismay, and disturb the child of God.
What do we read 1 What do we see 1 What do we I,ear 1 Oh !
reader, the spirit sinks within us as we look around. But" the Lord
reigneth." The powers of evil are chained. They can only go " thus
far and no farther" than He permits. Let the beloved of the Lord,
the lilies among thorns, look up-up-up and behold Him. "When
these things begin to come to pas8, then look up and lift up your heads ;
for your redemption draweth nigh."
Look up then, and looking, behold Him. Behold Him walking in
the midst of His garden feeding among the lilies, governing the world,
making crooked things straight, and rough places plain. He permits
and overrules matters which to our dim vision seem impregnable; but
they are for the purpose of showing forth His own glory, the greatness
of His power, the puniness of man, and His exceeding love to His own.
He is with us. The four questions " Who 1 " in Rom. viii. challenge.
any injury to the Lord's people. "Who can be against us !" "Who
shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect 1" "Who is he that
condemneth 1" "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ 1 "
Nay, in all these things, adverse circumstances though they may seem,
we are more than conquerors through Him that loved us. See the
replies to each question.
" If God he for us, who can be against us 1 "
" He that spared not His Own Son . . . how shall He not with Him
also freely give us all things 1 "
" Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect 1 "
" It is God that justifieth."
" Who is he that condemneth 1 "
"Christ died, yea rather . . . risen agalll . . . Who also maketh
intercession for us."
" Who shall separate us from the love of Christ 1 "
" Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers,
nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor
any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God,
which is in Christ J eStts our Lord."
All victory in Christ Jesus our Lord.
This is the upward vision. And as dear Mr. Ormiston said, "If
God's being with us is so sweet, what must it be to be with God?"
Look UP, dear reader, and rejoice.
NETTIE.
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THE NEW BIRTH-ITS NECESSITY, NATURE, EFECTS, AND
EVIDENCES.
I.-THE NEW BIRTH-ITS NECESSITY.
" Ye must be born again."-JoHN iii. 7.

THE Lord Jesus said to Nicodemus, a Pharisee and a ruler of the Jews,
"Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a man be born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God." This is true from the nature of the
case, forI. Other Scriptures, and also experience, teach us that all men sinned

in Adam, the Head and Representative of the human race (Rom. v. 12),
and inherit from him a depraved and corrupt nature, as the Apostle
Paul, in the course of his argument establishing the depravity of
the whole world, proves from the Old Testament Scriptures, "It is
written, There is none righteous, no not one. There is none that
understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. They are all
gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is
none that doeth good, no not one. Their throat is an open sepulchre,
with their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under
their lips; whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness; their feet
are swift to shed blood; destruction and misery are in their ways,
and the way of peace have they not known. There is no fcar of God
before their eyes" (Rom. iii. 10-18). These words are as tme now
as when the apostle penned them, and as when originally written,
nearly 3000 years ago.
We have further Scripture testimony to the same cnd in Jeremiah
xvii. 9, where Jehovah says, " The heart is deceitful above all things,
and desperately wicked: who can know it? I, the Lord, search the
heart." The Lord Jesus also said, " Out of the heart of men proceed
evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness,
wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride,
foolishness" (Mark vii. 21-22). If this, then, be the case with the
heart of man, there must be a new heart--a new nature bestowed, in
order that men may" live unto God." "Ye must be born again" (or
" anew" or " from above ").
2. No man who is not born anew loves God. "The carnal mind,"
it is written, i.e., the mind or minding of the flesh, or the old nature,
"is enmity against God." God's Word, God's ways, His truth, His
commands, are repugnant to the natural man. The unregenerate
man cannot truly say, "Oh, how I love Thy law," His carnal mind
is not subject to that law, neither indeed can be (see Rom. viii. 7, 8).
Therefore" Ye must be born again."
3. Men are by nature spiritually dead. The Lord said, "He that
heareth My Word, etc. . . . is passed from death unto life" (John v.
24), and the Apostle Paul wrote under the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit, "You hath He quickened" (made alive, or raised from the
dead) " who were dead in trespasses and sins" (Eph. ii. 1), and again
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(1 Cor. ii. 14), " The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit
of God: for they are foolishness unto him; neither can he know them,
because they are spiritually discerned. Therefore" Ye must be born
again."
These are the pictures of mankind by nature which are drawn by
" the Scriptures of truth." Reader, if you realize that they are true
to the life, and you have not experienced the new hirth, it is that
which you need. You need to ask for the Holy Spirit, and to pray,
" 0 Lord, lighten mine eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of death" (Ps. xiii. 3).
II.-THE NEW BmTH-ITs NATURE AND EFFECTS.

The new birth is not an improvement of the old nature, born with
every child of Adam; but a new nature, a ncw and spiritual life,
given by the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life. In Holy Scripture the old nature is usually called "flesh," and the new nature
"spirit." Our Lord said, " That which is born of the flesh is flesh;
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit" (John iii. 6). The
Apostle Paul wrote, " If any man have not the spirit of Christ, he is
none of His" (Rom. viii. 9), and again, " He that is joincd to the Lord
is one spirit" (1 Cor. vi. 17).
As the old nature is not taken away, or improved, at regeneration,
but a new nature given, it follows that every child of God has two
natures. The result of the new birth, therefore, is a conflict between
the old nature and the new-" The flesh lusteth (desires) against the
spirit, and the spirit against the flesh; for these are contrary the one
to the other; that ye may not do the things which ye would" (Gal. v.
17, R.V.).
The old nature can do nothing but sin. "It is not subject to the
law of God, neither indeed can be." Its" works" are enumerated in
Gal. v. 19-21; and it is declared that "they which practise such
things shall not inherit the kingdom of God." The old nature loves
sin, but the new nature" brings forth fruit unto God." "The fruit
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness, temperance" (Gal. v. 23). Every true Christian
knows something of the conflict between the flesh and the spirit, the
old Adam nature, and the God-given new nature, and of the experience
which the Apostle Paul details in Rom. vii. 12-25. He often realizes
that he does that which he hates, and that in him (that is in his flesh)
dwelleth no good thing. This leads him to say with Paul, " 0 wretched
man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death 1 "
and looking forward to the time when he shall have done with the
body of sin, to say also, "I thank God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord."
H

There shall I Bee His face; and never J never sin.

lJ

In the meantime he must heed such exhortations as " Walk in the
spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh." "If we live in. the
spirit, let us also walk in the spirit" (Gal. v. 16, 25).
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The Christian's aim is to walk so as to please God, although he
comes far short of being what he desires to be. Yet he will make no
excuses for sin, and if he fails, or falls, it will cause him distress, rob
him of his peace and comfort, and bring a cloud over his soul, until,
by the grace of God, he realizes afresh the power and preciousness of
the blood of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, to cleanse him from all sin.
IlL-THE NEW BIRTH-ITS EVIDENCES.

•

The chief evidence of having experienced the new birth is belief of
the Gospel. The Lord Jesus said, "Verily, verily, I say unto you,
He that heareth My Word, and believeth on Him that sent life, hath
everlasting life, and shall not oome into condemnation, but is passed
from death unto life" (John v. 24). Such an one is " born again."
Similar testimony is borne by the Apostle John (chap.°i. 11-13). "He
came unto His own, and His own received Him not. But as many
as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God,
even to them that believe on His name; which were born, not of
blood, nor of the will bf the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God."
And again, 1 John v. 1, " Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ,
is born of God."
We must here premise two tohings: (1) Before one can receive and
believe the Gospel, he must be convicted of sin. He must realize his
sinfulness of heart and life, which is the gracious work of the Holy
Spirit in regeneration, by means of the Word and Law of God. Then
feeling deeply his need of a Saviour, he will gladly hear the Gospel
which tells of God's grace in Christ Jesus, so that" all that believe"
are" justifiedfreely by His grace, through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus" (Rom. iii. 24). "They that are whole need not a
physician, but they that are sick." (2) It follows from this that the
belief of the Gospel, and the faith in Christ which saves, is not a bare
head knowledge of the truth with an intellectual assent to the Gospel,
but a heart trust or confidence in Christ, a firm reliance of the soul
upon His merits for its salvation, founded upon what God has said in
His Word, as is set forth in Romans x. 8-11, " The word of faith which
we preach; that if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus,
and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the
dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart, man believeth unto
righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.
For the Scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on Him shall not be
ashamed."
2. Another Scriptural evidence is given in 1 John iii. 9: "Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin," that is, does not practise
sin-does not live in it, as in his element, as the unregenerate do. For
that he sins again and again is a fact of Christian experience, which
every child of God deplores, and which Holy Scripture bears testimony
to, as in this same epistle, " If we say that we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is
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faithful and just to forgive us our sins." "The blood of Jesus Christ,
His Son, cleanseth us from all sin."
3. A third evidence given in the same I Epistle of John is love to
the brethren, that is, to all that belong to Christ, that are members
of His blood-bought flock. "We know that we have passed from
death unto life, because we love the brethren," and" Everyone that
loveth is born of God, and knoweth God" (chap. iii. 14, and iv. 7).
Ll{)ydminstm' (Sask.),
ROBERT J. NoYEs, B.D.
Canada.
"TO-MORROW ABOUT THIS TIME."
IN the midst of our Saturday's "dusting" (" dusting" being a
universal occupation) many of us may think that" to-morrow about
this time," we shall be enjoying the inestimable privilege of joining
the people of God in public worship. It might be objected that if
we were as " diligent in business" as we ought to be, our every thought
would be concentrated on present duty. If wc did that with all our
might, there would be no place for anticipation. Sometimes no doubt
it is so, but one's thoughts are like the apostles-being let go they
fly to their own company-and the kingdom of God which is within;
the love of God, the fear of God, and the desire for Him and His favour,
these, our longings and our hopes, turn and return. Nothing can
separate His people from His love and His care, although it seems
at times as if nothing can lift them above their heaviness, or turn
their mourning into joy. But faith flourishes in the dark, a darkness
that would be darker than it is, if it were not lit up by inextinguishable
hope. We are saved, the Apostle says, by hope, the hope of one day
having our highest expectation far exceeded, the hope in the meantime of being kept day by day, until that day. There is hope that
the Lord will show us more of His goodness as He did to Moses, and
let it pa.s before us in the way, although the earth shakes and is moved,
and although the mountains are carried into the midst of the sea,
God can provide a resting place in the storm and a covert from the
tempest. He can lift the light of His countenance upon us. He can
give us to look up. He can make us glad if it is only with the thonght
of "to-morrow about this time." It was a very dismal prospect for
Elijah, and he believed it, that" to-morrow about this time" his life
should be as the life of one of the prophets (nowhere), that Jezebel
should have her wicked revenge, and that there would be no one
to save him from her bloodthirsty determination. But the J,ord's
thoughts were not his: they were not Jezebel's: they were His own
thoughts of peace, and when to-morrow came, the prophet of the Lord
lay hidden far from her reach, lay resting and being refreshed by an
angel, and he was never again to know such troubles as he had known.
The worst of them were over: he had" dwelt long enough" in such
"moments of danger and of straits." Thereafter the Lord led him
in gentler and quieter paths until he had accomplished his day.

444

The Gospel Magazine

"To-morrow about this time." The words would sound familiar
to Elisha as he prophesied the incredible plenty that was to be poured
upon the starving Samaritans. But the unbelieving had scorned the
prospect. HE did not know as Elisha did, or he did not believe that
the God of Israel was the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever;
and that He could as easily sell a measure of wheat for a penny and
two measures of fine flour for a penny when as yet there was none,
as He could dry up the Red Sea in one night, and turn the heart of
Esau in another night. What is material to Him Who made all
things out of nothing, or what is time to Him Who did so in six days 1
"To-morrow," Queen Esther said, for her courage failed her to
tell the king to-day the burden of her request. "To-morrow," the
king and Haman would come to the banquet of wine, and she would
then disclose her wants. And she lived another twenty-four hours
in suspense, and hoping against hope, while Mordecai and all her
maidens fasted with her and prayed that God, even their own God,
would plead their cause against the wicked Haman. To-morrow came,
and Haman was hurried into the banquet and to his doom, while
unto the Jews, the people of the Lord, there arose light and gladness and
joy and honour. "So let all Thine enemies perish 0 Lord: but
let them that love Him be as the sun when he goeth forth in his
might."
That was good news which came from Saul to the men of Jabesh
Gilead, " To-morrow by that time the sun be hot, ye shall have help."
Saul had scarcely taken the reins of government, but God was confirming him in the kingdom, and for the time was making his way
prosper, so that the people should gather round and support him.
There was another occasion. "To-morrow shalt thou and thy sons
be with me." Time, and help, and hope were gone, and the king's
light was put out in utter darkness. What a contrast was the message
to that which fell from the lips of Incarnate Love upon the ears of the
poor dying malefactor: "To-day shalt thou be with Me in paradise."
His life also was over, and in his death he received the just reward
of his deeds. But God loved him, chose him, went after him and
saved him, and when the everlasting doors were lifted up for the King
of glory to come in, the " dear dying thief" went in too.
The Lord give us the salvation that He gave to him, washing us
in the Blood of Jesus, quickening us by His Blessed Spirit, the Comforter Who teaches, as none besides does, that salvation is of the
Lord. Then, whatever be our lot" to-day," one thing is certain, that
" to-morrow" we. shall see His face, and shall be received into His
everlasting embraces.
FOLLOWER-ON.
THE Atonement is scouted, the inspiration of Scripture is derided,
the Holy Spirit is degraded into an influence, the punishment of sin
is turned into a fiction, and the resurrection into a myth, and yet
these enemies of our faith expect us to call them brethren, and maintain· a confederacy with them !-The late C. H. Spurgeon.
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ADAM.
By THE LATE VERY REVEREND HENRY LAW,
DEAN OF GLOUCESTER.
" The Lord God formed man of the dust of the gmund."-GEN. ii. 7.
THE life of Adam is but a brief page. But each line supplies a volume
larger than the books of human mind. We find in it the key of all
which amazes us in that marvel-Man. The countless now on earth
-the countless in unutterable bliss-the countless in eternal woe-all
hang on him as the parent-tree of being. All, who shall yet be born
to shine in heaven or to glare in hell, must flow as streams from this
fountain-head.
When we go back to the birth of him, who is this common birth, we
naturally ask, of what material is the work? Pride would conclude,
that no mean quarry could produce such frame. But pride must lie
low before the unerring word, "Dust thou art."
Reader, ponder this first truth. The mightiest monarch-the
Lazarus at his gate-are one in base original. The common parentage
is that of worms. The flesh of each is but the 61th which our feet
scorn. Who, then, will boast of beauty or of strength? There is a
voice in dust which mocks such pitiable folly. Adam is a lesson,
which hoots the vanity of outside man.
But man is more than a shell of clay. The mean case holds a
matchless jewel. God" breathed into his nostrils the breath of life,
and he became a living soul." The flesh is of the earth and earthy.
The spirit is from on high and heavenly. One is the clog of matter.
The other is a ray from God. One soon crumbles back to vileness.
The other is a deathless principle. One sinks as to the level of the
beasts. The other gives the wings of immortality.
Reader, you cannot think too highly of the soul. It cannot cease
to be. Age after age imprints no wrinkle on it. It neither withers
nor decays. Its time is timeless. Its death is never.
Thus man was formed. A lovely garden was the palace of creation's
lord. Fragrance and frnit charmed and refreshed each sense. Converse with God was the soul's easy flow. To live was unalloyed delight.
The smile of innocence met the smile of heaven. The heart was only
love: the worship only praise. But man was a creature, and a creature
must obey. In heaven the angels do their Maker's bidding. God
cannot be, except on a throne of rule. But obedience shall be no
heavy yoke. Only one command is issued-one only tree forbidden.
To transgress is death. "In the day that thou eatest thereof, thou
shalt surely die." Who can hear this penalty, and think, that sin is
a trivial fault--easily to be pardoned-soon to be effaced 1 Nay!
the slightest sin is the soul in open rebellion. It casts God from the
heart. It strives to tread Him in the dust. It avows the godless
principle of independence. It proves that self has erected the idol of
self-love.
Can God then connive at evil 1 Ah! no. The whole of Deity
3°
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abhors it. Therefore, to transgress is death. Snch is the penalty.
But who can fathom the depths of misery in this curse l-It involves
the instant withdrawal of heavenly presence. It denounces withering
to the core of every spiritual faculty and perception. It warns, that
to rebel is to become death-stricken in body-dead in soul. It shows,
that sin's proper home is the eternal gnawings of accusing conscience,
and eternal tossings on the bed of wrath.
We now approach earth's darkest day. The tempter comes. We
reason not with those who ask if this might not have been averted.
We see that piety nntried is piety uncertain. With subtilty the snare
is laid. Evil suggestion is presented. The first lie is muttered. Our
parent£ pause to listen. Will they yield 1 Can they touch and tMte 1
Alas! a perfect man is but a tottering reed. The one command is
broken. Sin enters. Innocence expires. The life of God is extinguished in- the soul. Adam hangs down his head, fallen and guilty,
in a curse-doomed earth.
Reader, it becomes us to consider well the miseries of this foul deed.
It is the clue of all the dark confusion, which perplexes us without,
and humbles us within. The universe moves not on the pivot of
right order. The brier, the thorn, the hard toil tell of a sterile soil.
The storm, the hurricane, the earthquake, the blight, the pestilence,
proclaim that displeasure frowns from heaven. All things, by tending
to decay, show that death wields an umelenting sceptre. The tears,
the si/!hs, the groans, and all the train of sorrows which follow in the
rear of pain and bereavement, evidence that an angry God deals
angrily. But this is not all. The bitterest curse fell on the heart.
Alas! what a wilderness it is of hateful weeds! We read-and
conscience echoes, it is true-" Every imagination of man's heart is
only evil continually." "The Lord looked down from heaven upon
the children of men, to see if there were any that did understand and
seek God. They are all gone aside-they are alt{)gether become filthy.
There is none that doeth good, no, not one." The mind is vain-the
understanding darkened-ignorance sits as guide-right feeling has
fled. The creature is worshipped and served more than the Creator.
The faithful Witness states it. All experiences confirm it. The
records of the fall explain it. All woe came hand in hand with sin.
" In Adam all die." Reader, next mark how it is, that all our
race had share in the first sin. Adam stood before God, not as an
isolated being, but as a common person. All generations were in his
loins. The whole family of man were wrapt in that casket. As one
seed holds a forest; so all nations of all ages were involved in this
one head. As all rays are in one sun; so all descendants were in this
common stock. Thus Adam's act affects each latest child, as taint
in tbe spring is taint in each issuing drop.
It follows, then, that in him we break the Covenant of Works. We
sin in his sin. We offend in his offence. We transgress in his transgression. We are guilty in his guilt. In him we depart from God.
In him we enter the cells of wrath. In him we put on the prison-garb
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of condemnation. In him we receive the heritage of curse. Will
pride, which finds all elements of good in self, deride this statement?
Let it first show why infants die-and why the first thoughts are buds
of evil. There is no better proof of nature's blindness, than such
flounderings in the mists and mire of unscriptural conceit.
To this point our view of Adam has been a cloud-gloomy, and
scattering gloom. But look again. There are bright rays behind.
As we mourn, the Spirit flies on wings of love to change the scene.
Sweet voices cry, Adam "is the figure of Him, that was to come"
(Rom. v. 14). "The first man Adam was made a living soul. The
last Adam was made a quickening Spirit" (1 Cor. xv. 45). "The
first man is of the earth earthy. The second man is the Lord from
heaven." "As in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made
alive." Blessed tidings I-blessed privilege to trace the likeness!
May the Spirit help us now to look off from the sin-bringing to the
sin-bearing Adam!
Is Adam the parent of the whole family of nature? So Christ is the
parent of the whole family of grace. It is written, " He shall see His
seed." "A seed shall serve Him." He is " the everlasting Father."
As Adam is the stock of corruption and of death; so Christ creates
anew to righteousness and life. He is a quickening Spirit. As they
that are born after the flesh are flesh; so they that are thus born are
spirit. Their powers, and faculties, and perceptions are as light from
darkness. Once they were a mass of death. Now they have ears to
hear His call-and eyes to see His beauty-and mouths to worship
God and sing His praise-and hands to cling to the cross-and feet to
mount the hill of Zion. Once their hearts were stone-now every pulse
is love. Once their taste was low and sordid as the earth-now they
are high and pure as heaven. The best of books is their sweet pastime.
The best of themes is their happy converse. New lineaments prove
that they are newborn. Such is the happy progeny of grace. They
sit in harmony around the board of Christ, and adore Him as the
author of their being, and their joy. Thus in Christ's garden plants
meeten for the Paradise ahove-as in Adam's waste, weeds blacken
for the burning.
But the contrast extends. Adam falls, and in him the world is cast
down. Christ stands, and in Him all His seed lift up the head. He
appears in flesh the common Head of His adopted. As such, He
strides in triumph over every assault of Satan. As such, He moves
in one unbroken, perfect course of pure and perfect love. God's
fullest will is the one movement of His heart. His every member
shares the victory and is righteous in the Righteousness. Thus each
true believer boasts, " In the Lord have I righteousness": and knocks
at heaven's gate with the unanswerable plea, In Christ, my lawfulfilling surety, I bring the Righteousness of God. Great was the
loss in Adam; but far greater is the gain in Christ.
So, too, as a common person, He hangs upon the cross. In Him
His people suffer unto death. In Him they exhaust the cup of wrath.
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In Him they taste the bitter pains, which sin deserved. In Him they
pay the uttermost farthing into the scales of justice. In Him they
endure, until each attribute of God requires no more. Thus each
child of faith exclaims, with adoring praise, "I am crucified with
Christ." Who can lay.anything to the charge of one, who in Christ
is discharged of all 1 In Adam we merit all .wrath. In Christ we
undergo it.
Christ rises from the dead. The icy bands cannot detain Him.
But still he holds His people in Himself. In Him each sees an earnest
of that resurrection-morn, in which this corruptible shall put on
incorruption and death shall be swallowed up in victory. In Adam
we crumble in the grave. In Christ we find it the gate of life. In
Adam we lie down in beds of darkness. In Christ we put on light as
our robe for ever.
The work of redemption being ended, Jesus returns on high. Does
He ascend disconnected from His members 1 Can the head live apart 1
No. In Him they enter in and take their seats before the throne of
God. It is not written without meaning or without truth, " He hath
raised us up together and made us sit together in heavenly places in
Christ Jesus." Every seat has been prepared from everlasting ages:
and in the view of God no seat is vacant.
Reader, do you say this is a mystery 1 It is. But it is true as deep.
And it is revealed for the believer's comfort. For what comfort like
assurance of oneness with our Lord in all which He has done, and is
now doing 1 It is, too, the seed of holiness; for who can dwell in
spirit amid heaven's glories, and touch the debasing vanities of earth 1
Reader, it is a clear fact, that natural birth has brought you into
the old world of sin. How important the question, Has spiritual birth
translated you into the new world of grace 1 It is so, if you are
Christ's :-and you are Christ's, if Christ is yours ;-and Christ is
yours, if He dwell in the heart by faith unfeigned: and faith is
unfeigned, which ventures on Him, and ventures wholly-which loves
Him fully-which hears His voice and follows Him.
MARRIAGE OF THE REV. F. HOUGHTON WITH
MISS D. H. CASSELS.
So many of our readers have expressed their kindly interest in our
son who went out to China on Nov. 11th, 1920, that we feel sure they
will be interested to hear of his marriage on July 12th last. Letters
giving full particulars of this happy event only reached us on Sept. 4th,
and naturally they were read with deep interest and with much gratitude to God.
Miss D. H. Cassels is a daughter of Bishop and Mrs. Cassels, the
Bishop of Western China. The Bishop originally went out to China
as a China Inland Missionary in the year 1885. His daughter (Miss
D. H. Cassels) was born in China, but subsequently received much of

The Gospel M agazille

449

her education in England. In the year 1918 she herself became a
missionary of the China Inland Mission. The engagement took place
in January last, and as it was a union really" in the Lord," our hearts
were naturally filled with gratitude to God. The young couple had
to separate a few days after their engagement, and from that time
till three days before the wedding their spheres of labour (at a distance
of five days' journey from each other) prevented them from seeing one
another. In writing an account of the wedding our son says, "The
verse that naturally comes to my mind is, ' 0 magnify the Lord with
me,' and at the same time I am more than ever conscious how unworthy I am of such a wonderful gift of God."
The marriage took place in the Cathedral at Paoning at 12 o'clock
on July 12th. Bishop Cassels, assisted by Archdeacon Ku, a Chinese
clergyman, officiated. Bishop Mowll, who has lately gone out to China
as Assistant Bishop of Western China, was also present, as well as all
or most of the European missionaries in the neighbourhood. The
Cathedral was crowded with Chinese who evinced deep interest in the
ceremony. The first part of the service was in English and the latter
part in Chinese. The hymn" Rest in the Lord" in English was sung.
The breakfast followed, after the bride and bridegroom had had a
few minutes' private prayer together. There were about 240 Chinese
guests besides the English missionaries.
Our readers will be aware that Civil War still prevails in China.
Our son, in his journey to Paoning, had to pass through the lines of
two armies. Mercifully, no difficulty was placed in his way. Our son
is stationed in the Western part of the Province of Szechwan. Recently
in the Eastern part of the province two missionaries belonging to
another Society were murdered by bandits. In this connection what
a comfort it is to know that" The eyes of the Lord run to and fro
throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong in the behalf of
them whose heart is perfect toward Him" (2 Chron. xvi. 9). What
a comfort it is to Christian parents, who have children abroad, to know
that the Lord's tender mercies and His protecting care are not restricted
to the Homeland. All His scattered people, wherever they may be,
are under His care, and are the objects of His grace and mercy. Our
son concludes his letter by saying, "This is a life of undreamed-of
joy, and God is speaking to us both. Pray for us."
The marriage union is a beautiful type of that close and mystical
union which exists between Christ and His Church, and how delightful
it is to know that " As the bridegroom rejoiceth over the br~de, so
shall thy God rejoice over thee" (Isaiah lxii. 5). ":e:e will rejoice
over thee with joy; He will rest in His love, He will joy over thee
with singing" (Zeph. iii. 17).
THE EDITOR.

PASSING all hum%n union is that mystical eleaving unto the
Church, for which Christ left His Father, and became one flesh with
her.-o. H. Spurgeon.
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THE CALVINISM OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND AS CONTAINED IN HER FORMULARIES AND ELUCIDATED BY
THE WRITINGS OF THE CHIEF ENGLISH REFORMERS.
By THE LATE REV. JOHN HUNTER, OF BATH.

n.

ON JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH.
CHURCH FORMULARIES.
ARTICLE XI.-." We are accounted righteous before God only for the
merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ by faith, and not for
our own works or deservings: Wherefore, that we are justified by
faith only is a most wholesome doctrine, and very full of comfort,
as more largely is expressed in the homily of Justification."
LITURGY.-" Grant that by the merits and death of Thy Son Jesus
Christ, and through faith in His blood, we and all Thy whole Church
may obtain. remission of our sins; " etc., etc.-Communwn Service.
HOMlLIES.-" Because all men be sinners and offenders against God,
and breakers of His law and commandments, therefore can no man
by his own acts, works, and deeds, seem they never so good, be
justified and made righteous before God; but every man of necessity
is constrained to seek for another righteousness of justification, to
be received at God's own hands; that is to say, the forgiveness of
his sins and trespasses in such things as he hath offended. And
this justification or righteousness which we so receive of God's
mercy and Christ's merits, embraced by faith, is taken, accepted,
and allowed of God for our perfect and fnll justification."-On
Salvation.
HOMILIES.-" Christ is now the righteousness of all them that truly
do believe in Him. He for them paid their ransom by His death;
He for them fulfilled the law in his life."-lbid.
. . .. "To have any alliance or to put any confidence in our works,
as by the merit and deserving of them to purchase to ourselves
remission of sin, and so, consequently, everlasting life ... were
mE\re blasphemy against God's mercy, and great derogation to the
bloodshedding of our Saviour Jesus Christ. For it is of the free
grace and mercy of God, by the lIlediation of the blood of His Son
Jesus Christ, without merit or deserving on our part, that our sins
are forgiven us; that we are reconciled and brought again into His
favour, and are made heirs of His heavenly kingdom."-On Fasting.
ENGLISH REFORMERS.
CRANMER.-" When we believe in Christ, and, steadfastly cleaving to
the Word of God, surely persuade ourselves in our hearts that we
be thus redeemed by Christ, then God is no more angry or displeased
with us for our sins, but freely and mercifully He forgiveth us all
our offences, for the death and passion of His Son Jesus Christ.
Then God doth not impute unto us our former sins; but He doth
impute and give unto us the justice and righteousness of His Son
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Jesus Christ, which suffered for us."-Catechism of 1548. F. E. C.,
vo!' iii, pp. 226, 227.
LATIMER.-" Stick only to the Word of God, which teacheth thee that
Christ is not only a Judge, but a Justifier; a giycr of salvation, and
a taker-away of sin. For He purchased our salvation through His
painful death, and we receive the same through believing in Him ;
as St. Paul teacheth us, saying [Rom. iii. iv.], 'Freely you are
justified through faith.' In these words of St. Paul, all merits and
estimation of works are excluded and clean taken away: for if it
were for our works' sake, then it were not freely; but St. Paul saith,
, freely.' "-Sermon on Luke ii. 42. F. E. 0., vo!' ii, p. 451.
BISHOP RIDLEY.-" Who that hath true faith in our Saviour Christ,
whereby he knoweth somewhat truly what Christ our Saviour is:
that He is the eternal Son of God, life, light, the wisdom of the
Father, all goodness, all righteousness, and whatsoever is good that
heart can desire; yea, infinite plenty of all these, above that, that
man's heart can either conceive or think (for in Him dwelleth the
fulness of the Godhead corporally); and also, that He is given us
of the Father, and made of God to be our wisdom, our righteousness,
our holiness, and our redemption-who, I ·say, is· he that believeth
this indeed ·that would not gladly be with his Master Christ 1 "
HooPER.-" I believe that the knowledge of sin proceedeth of the law;
but the remission and forgiveness of sin cometh of the Gospel, and
is given us by the only grace and mercy of God in the blood of Jesus
Christ, through the faith we have therein: whereby we are counted
righteous before God, not through our good works or deservings,.
neither by the merits of any other creature either in heaven or in
earth. For I know not neither do I allow any other merits, but
the merits of my good Lord, Master, and only Saviour, Jesus Christ,
Who hath merited and sufficiently satisfied for us, and hath pajd
for His own their debt, in wiping out the handwriting and obligation
which was against us; and, in taking the same from us, hath
fastened it unto the cross."-Confession of Faith. F. E. C., vo!' v,
p. 479.
JEWEL.-" We say, that man is born and does live in sin, and that no
man can truly say, his heart is clean; that the most holy man is
an unprofitable servant; that the law of God is perfect, and requires
of us a full and perfect obedience; and that we cannot in any way
keep it perfectly in this life: and that there is no mortal who can
be justified in the sight of God by his own deserts: and therefore
our only refuge and safety is in the mercy of God the Father by
Jesus Christ, and in the assuring ourselves that He is the propitiation
for our sins, by whose blood all our stains are washed out; that He
has pacified all things by the blood of His cross; that He, by that
only sacrifice which He once offered upon the cross, hath perfected
all things; and, therefore, when He breathed out His soul, said,
, IT IS FINISHED'; as if by these words He would signify, now the
price is paid for the sins of mankind."-Apology. F. E. C., vo!' vii,
pp. 30, 31.
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THE GUARDIANSHIP OF GOD.
" The Lord is thy Keeper "-Psa. cxxi.
WE should seek first to know the right by willch we may experience
this privilege.
The first verse speaks of uplifted eyes; the second verse of expectant
eyes, and to all such the promise is true-" The Lord is thy Keeper."
It is God's response to faith. When J ehoshaphat said to the Lord,
" Our eyes are upon Thee," the assurance came, "The Lord will be
with you" (2 Chron. xx. 12 and 17).
These are a few points about God's guardian care.
1. It is most wonderful.
The name Jehovah me:~ns-He that always was, always is, and
always is to come. This ia applied to the Lord Jesus (Rev. i. 4 and 8).
Our Guardian Keeper is equal to any emergency that may arise, any
crisis that may come. How tranquil then should be the mind of one
who is trusting in Him.
2. God's care is exquisitely tende-r. The Hebrew root of the word
keeper is the same as fer "eyelid."
No member of the body is so guarded as the eye. The Lord Jehovah
is to those who love, and belong to Him, therefore, what the eyelid is
to the eye. Deut. xxxii. 10 shows the same truth, "He kept Him
as the apple of His eye." God's care of His people is threefold.
It is Palernal--" Like as a Father pitieth His children, so the Lord
pitieth them that fear Him" (Psa. ciii.).
It is Malemal--" As one whom ills mother comforteth, so will
I comfort you" (Isa. lxvi. 13).
It is also Fralernal--" 'I'here is a Friend that sticketh closer than a
brother" (Prov. xviii. 24).
The Lord's guardianship is also pa-rticula-r. Each time the pronoun
is in the singular, "thy."
It is comprehensive, wherever exposed to hostile rays. God's care
of His people is mysteriously profound, " He shall preserve thy soul,"
and blessedly eternal, " From tills time forth and even for ever more."
(Notes by a hearer of a sermon preached by the Rev. J. W. Tobitt,
at The Tabernacle, Hastings, June 10th, 1923.)
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]fn flIlemotinm.
THE LATE MISS A. M. HOLDER, OF FINGAL, TASMANIA.
MR. OWEN HOLDER, of Fingal, Tasmania, a very appreciative reader
of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE, has sent us the following notice of the
death of his younger daughter :-" Ada Mercy Holder (Nurse), younger
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Holder, of Fingal, Tasmania, passed peacefully away at the Children's Hospital, Melbourne, Australia, on June
2nd, 1923, aged 27 years. 'The Lord gave and the Lord hath taken
away.' "

We deeply sympathize with Mr. and Mrs. Holder in this great and
unexpected sorrow, and pray that the Lord Himself may comfort and
susta.in them.
The Weekly Courier, of June 14th, published in Launceston, Tasmania, contains the following account of the funeral:" The remains of the late Miss Ada M. Holder, the younger daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. O. Holder, of Fingal, were interred in the general
cemetery, Fingal, on Thursday afternoon, June 7th. The cortege was
a large and representative one. The number present and the many
beautiful floral tributes gave evidence of the esteem in which the
deceased young lady was held. She was in her 28th year when she
passed away, and was a very general favourite with both old and young.
Her strength and beauty of character made themselves felt. She
was singularly bright, a.nd was quick to enter with interest and sympathy into the lives of others. The late Miss Holder was greatly
delighted when about two years ago she was accepted as a trainee
at the Children's Hospital, Melbourne. The work appealed to her,
and she gave herself unreservedly to it. The doctors, matron, and
several members of the staff there have expressed their appreciation
of her splendid work and influence. It was while attending as a
nurse in the out-patients department of the hospital that illness came
to her, and although she had the most skilled and kindly attention,
she passed away within eight days. Fortunately her sister, who was
in Melbourne on holiday at the time, was able to be with her. There
is very general sympathy for the parents and other relatives of the
deceased. Services were conducted at the home, in the Presbyterian
Church, and at the graveside by the Rev. W. Mabin. The members
of the family speak most highly of the sympathy and practical help
of the officers and stewards of the s.s. Oonah, the steamer in which the
remains were bronght from Victoria to Tasmania."
THE LATE MISS WINDER, OF BRAMHALL.
(Communicated. )
ON the 16th August last there passed away Miss Mary Elizabeth
Winder, of Bramhall, at the residence of her brother, with whom she
had lived all her life. She was a dear child of God, and was early
taught to know and love the Saviour. It was remarkable that in her
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youth she had weak and delicate health, and it seemed improbable
that she would live to be twenty years of age; but, although never
very strong or robust, she had a good digestion and could enjoy her
food, and with regular outdoor exercise she has lived to the ripe old
age of 85! She was known as " Auntie" Winder because she was
aunt to so many nephews and nieces, some of the latter also being
aunts.
The deceased lady was also very active and usefnl, and really lived
to benefit others. She was ever busy with needle and thread, making
coats and garments, like Dorcas of old, for others to wear.
She was a lover of the doctrines of Free Grace, and a reader of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE for more thau fifty years. She was deeply int,erested in the Society for Irish Church Missions to the Roman Catholics,
and Mrs. Smyly's Homes and Schools in Dublin, and collected for
both objects. She was one of three octogenarians in the family, and
the first to be called Home, whereas it was thought, as she was so wiry,
she would survive the rest. She was ailing for about three weeks, and
gradually sank. Although during her lifetime she did not approve of
taking drugs, yet in the last few days she was very glad to have the
comfort of them, as they allayed the pain.
Her mind was quietly set on her Home-going, and she was peacefully
happy in the prospect.
She was fond of Mrs. Cousin's popular hymn, "The sands of time
are sinking," and in her conscious moments asked for it to be read.
" And glory, glory dwelleth
In Immanuel's land."
-a glory in which she was so soon to share.
DIVINE MERCY SUITED TO OUR NEEDS.
THE revelation which God hath been pleased to make of Himself in
His Word is exactly suited to the various wants, exigencies, and
miseries of helpless siIlUers. Are we odious, abominable, and unlovely 1
He loveth freely. The motive of His love is not in the object but in
Himself. Are we destitute, forlorn and helpless 1 In Him the
fatherless find mercy. Have we treasured up for ourselves wrath
against the day of wrath 1 He is ri<;h in mercy, His treasures are
unsearchable. Are our sins numerous 1 He is plenteous in mercy.
Are our sins great and heinous 1 As the heavens are higher than the
earth, " so great is His mercy towards them that fear Him." Are we
ever and continually sinful, guilty, and depraved 1 "His mercy is
from everlasting to everlasting"; He keepeth mercy for us for ever
(Ps. Ixxxix. 28). It" foHows us" and" compasses us round about
on every side" (Ps. xxiii. 6; xxxii. 10). All this mercy is freely
bestowed on sinners; not because we are in any way deserving of it,
but because He "delighleth in mercy." Sensible of my great and
. continual need of this mercy, help me, 0 Lord, to be continually
applying to Thee for it with confidence and importunity.-Gharles of
Bn/a.
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(1orte~pon1)ence.

AN AGED READER'S TESTIMONY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,-I am very sorry that I forgot to send my
trifle last month, but herewith send the 4s. for last month and this.
I have been brought very low again with heart attack. Then my
memory fails me very much, but I do desire to thank the dear Lord
for bringing the omission to mind. How much I lie and think upon
the latter days; and how God's heavy but just judgements are being
poured upon the earth. How truly awful to read about Japan, a
land full of idolatry. One wonders what will come upon our own
beloved country, which has been so highly favollred ever since the
Reformation. The Lord's words are often on my mind where He
said, to whom much is given, of him shall much be required. How
faithfully has the Gospel been preached by Churchmen and Dissenters
in the years that are past. 'fhey are safe in the harbour of eternal
rest. What a mercy God still has a few names in this dark Sardis.
0, dear Sir, I fear we shall not have Gospel privileges much longer.
May the dear Lord stand by His dear, sent servants, in this terrible
time. It seems as though we were entering into a dark, dark night,
but, 0 blessed thought, the Everlasting morning cometh for His dear
Church, gathered out of all nations, washed in His most precious
blood, clothed in His glorious righteousuess, and justified by His
perfect obedience. God the Father will sce no spot in them. Oh,
that among that glorious throug, I at His feet may fall, join in the
everlasting song, and crown Him Lord of all. How I long to be at
Home, I get so weary of the continual warfare between the flesh and
the spirit, old age and an afflicted body, but I would be patient and
submissive, for I know all my times are in His Hand. What a mercy
that is; for He never changes. May the Lord still help you, dear
Sir, to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints,
and also all the dear writers. Hoping you and aU your loved ones
at home and ribroad are well, and wishing y,.u every blessing with
Christian love,
Yours in the best of bonds,
A WIDOW .

.

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE IN DEVONSHIRE.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE. 6.9.23.
DEAR Sm,-Away on the western hills, where every Lord's Day a
few Christians are wont to meet together to worship Him Who is a
Spirit, it so happens sometimes, that no one arrives with a " word of
exhortation"; but the Spirit of God is sovereign, and requires no
progra=e, and so the meeting proceeds as usual. Instead of the
usual address, one of the brethren reads some suitable portion from
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your fine old MAGAZINE, which, thank God, still stands firm for the
highest, and purest, and nohlest form of Christianity. So God's
people are edified and huilt up on their holy faith, and THE GOSPEL
MAGAZINE meets a need in more directions than one.
With earnest prayer for a revival of pure and undefiled religion
in our dear old land,
AN OBSCURE READER.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRlEND,-A worker in a large port writes to say, " Many thanks
for the parcels of Gospel literature received yesterday, and can assure
you that it is very acceptahle, and of good service to. us for the men.
We pray that it may he accompanied hy God's Spirit, and he the means
of some inquiring after the Lord and so prove a hlessing to their souls.
Kindly accept Our many thanks for your generous gift." The Gospel
literature thus circulated day hy day has hrought solace and help to
many, and our parcels are also a good help to the missionaries to the
men in this and far-off lands. May we remind our friends that parcels,
etc., should not be sent to Stirling Road, but to our new address, as
under.
Yours sincerely,
21, Firjield Street, Totterdown,
R. E. BRJDER.
B";s(ol, Sept., ] 923.

~rotfstant

:!l.leacon.

SHALL THE CHURCH STAND BY GOD'S WORD?
THE Prayer Book is the common heritage of all Churchpeople, and
(subordinately to the Articles) the standard of Church doctrine, and
therefore any proposed alteration of it must he most closely examined
with a view to ascertaining its effect on the doctrine of the Church.
Most Chnrchpeople would not oppose any revision not involving
serious principles, though even then perhaps a majority of the laity
suspect that if the clergy would follow the ~rayer Book more closely,
a good many of the pleas for revision would fall to the ground, hut
they rightly feel the greatest anxiety at anything" secretly striking
at some established doctrine or laudahle practice of the Church of
England, or indeed of the whole Catholic Church of Christ."
Now it is plain to anyone who reads our formularies that the
foundation principle of the Church of England is a belief in the Holy
Scriptures as being; according to the teaching of our Blessed Lord
Himself, the "Word of God," upon which we both may and must
implicitly rely in the things pertaining to God. It is not the less
true that this has been the constant helief of the Christian Church from
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the time of the apostles till now. Some might think that the ancient
Fathers of the Church put the doctrine of Inspiration too strongly
(this is not our opinion), but assuredly one familiar with them cannot
doubt that the Church of God in every age and in all its branches
stands committed to just that simple confidence.in the Divine Authority
of the Holy Scriptures, which is now the glory, as some would make it
the reproach, of all Evangelical Protestants. It cannot be too confidently affirmed that if the authority of the Holy Scriptures goes, the
authority of the Church must go with it-yea, and the authority of the
Church's LORD Himself.
Now the proposals of the Committee of the National Assembly make
very serious concessions to the Rationalists, by cutting out of the
services certain allusions which attest the Church's belief in the truth
of the Old Testament.
1 and 2. In the first prayer at Baptism the references to Noah, and
to the passage of the Red Sea, are both eliminated, despite that they
were used by the apostles as illustrations of that Sacrament, and have
been so taken by the Christian Church ever since on their inspired
authority (1 Cor. x. 1-4; 1 Pet. iii. 21).
3. The Marriage Exhortation is denuded of reference to " the time
of man's innocency," a phrase whose meaning is only clear if we accept
the account in Genesis of the creation and fall of man.
4. From the blessing after the putting on of the ring is removed the
clause" as Isaac and Rebecca lived faithfully together."
5. From the prayer, " 0 God of Abraham," is deleted the clause" as
Thou didst send Thy blessing upon Abraham and Sarah to their great
comfort."
6. The words" didst appoint that out of man (created after Thine
own image and similitude) woman should take her beginning" is to be
changed to " didst after Thine own image and similitude create man
and woman." This eliminates the 'reference to the account in Genesis
of the strictly miraculous origin of the human race, whereby an essential
distinction is drawn between man and the brute creation. Against
this it must be said that the Committee does not support the proposal
of Convocation to strike out the reference to " our first parents, Adam
and Eve."
7. In the Communion Service " The Ten Commandments are to be
recited in the following form: (1) God spake these words, and said:
I am the Lord thy God: Thou shalt have none other gods but Me."
Then follows a shortened form of the rest. The second Commandment
ends at " worship them"; the fourth at " Sabbath of the Lord thy
God"; the third, fifth, and tenth are to run, respectively, "Thou
shalt not take the Name of the Lord thy God in vain"; "Honour thy
father and thy mother," and" Thou shalt not covet." Apart from
any other objection, the abbreviation of the fourth Commandment
removes a statement that God Himself authenticated the account of
creation given by Genesis, which is also a highly inconvenient fact
for the Rationalists. This account must already have been perfectly
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familiar to and accepted as true by the Israelites, lx:fore Moses wrote
a word of it, or else it could not have been used from Sinai as the reason
God was graciously pleased to give in favour of observing the Sabbath,
" FOR in six days," etc.
8. The Committee relegates the Ten Commandments to the background, permitting their omission "provided that they be rehearsed
at least once on each Lord's Day in Advent and Lent." Even Convocation requiTed them (however abbreviated) once every Sunday.
It appears little short of sacrilege to sanction the removal from the
Sacrament of the New Covenant the use of those laws of God which
the New Covcnant pledges Him to wTite in our hearts (Matt. xxvi. 28 ;
Heb. viii. 8-13).
9. In thc Catecbism there is the order, " The Ten Commandments
to be printed in the same shortened form as in the Order of Holy Communion." Now, obviously, if this is done it will be necessary (though
not expressly directed) to strike out the familiar words, "The same
which God spake in the twentieth chapter of Exodus."
It may be said that the revision proposes to retain the references to
the God of Ahraham, Isaac, and Jacob; to Adam and Eve, and to the
ma1.-ing of man in the image and similitude of God, and, therefore, is
not hostile to the Old Testament. But each of these would be
sufficiently accounted for by statements in the New (Matt. xxii. 32 ;
1 Tim. il. 13; Jas. ili. 9). The Rationalist does not object to reliance
on the New Testament, even where it quotes what he thinks is " Hebrew
folk-lore." What he dislikes is appeal to the Old Testament directly
as authentic history. He can presumptuously explain away the words
of our Lord and His inspired apostles on the ground that they shared
in the current religious views of their age. But similar references in
the authorized prayers of the Church show that the Church to-day is
co=itted to these same views which he asserts have now been disproved by the" assured results of modern criticism," of which he is
naturally the most trustworthy exponent. Hence the language of
the Church must be abandoned if the Rationalist is not to be condemned
out of his own mouth.
The treatment of the Commandments is especially deplorable. At
present they are a striking feature in the chief Sunday service, whcther
there be a Communion or not. In future, they are to be liable to total
suppression during four-fifths of the year, and on the ten Sundays
when they must be IIsed at least once, excisions will reduce them t<l half
their true text. This may be claimed as an " advantage" for the
Communion Service, but it is surely most undesirable in the Catechism
for the instruction of children. When we reflect on the prevalence of
idolatry, and of desecration of the Lord's Day amongst even professed
Christians, the present need of the full text of the second and fourth
Commandments appears imperative. Under the new method it would
be possible for a generation of Churchpeople to grow up ignorant of
the true text of the Commandments, and even of where they are to be
found in the Bible, unless the defects which it is now proposed actually
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to import into the Prayer Book should be remedied by other instruction.
Children are not to be taught by their Church Catechism to refer to the
book of "Exodus," or to state that God brought His people out of
Egypt, where they had been in " bondage."
Now, the cumulative force of all these alterations, each pointing in
the same direction, is irresistible. Singly, anyone of them might be
defended and palliated on other grounds, but collectively they show
a systematized attack upon Genesis and Exodus. The Prayer Book
as it is, presupposes the reliability of those Books; the revised Book
would do nothing of the kind. And a comparison of the two liturgies
would, therefore, show tbe inquirer that in sanctioning the proposed
alternative the Church of England had at least gone far towards making
the historicity of Genesis and Exodus no longer a closed, but an open
question. Nor could this impression fail to derive strong confirmation
from the new Lectionary (emanating from the same committee that
sets forth this revision), which appears to disparage the historical
Books of the Old Testament, and to imply either that the Apocryphal
writings are as valuable as they, or that they are of no more value.
than the Apocrypha. All these significant and cumulative enfeeblements of the Church's witness to the Old Testament enhance the
importance of another change of great meaning, viz., the alteration of
the question and answer conceruing the Holy Scriptures in the ordination of deacons. But this is too long to discuss here and will be found
in the companion tract, "UNFEIGNED BELIEF."
[This article is published by the Church Association as an 8-paged
tract, and can be obtained at their Office, 13 and 14, Buckingham
Street, Strand, W.C.2, at the price of 9d. per dozen or 4.s. 6d. per 100.
-EDITOR.]
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
ST. MARY WOOLNOTH CHURCH, Lombard Street, will again be the
place of the City Sermon for the Society, on Friday Evening, October
5th. The Rev·. F. J. Hamilton, D.D., will be the preacher, the service
commencing at 7 o'clock. Three of John Newton's hymns will be
sung.
On Friday, November 2nd, the Autumn Sale of Work will be held
at the Hornsey Rise Home, commencing at 3 o'clock. Tea will be
provided, and at 6.30 the Rev. John B. Barraclough, M.A., will preach
in the Chapel.
The Anniversary of the Brighton Auxiliary will take place at the
North Road Rooms on Tuesday, October 9th, commencing with the
Opening of the Sale of Work at 11 o'clock. The Public Meeting will
commence at 3.30 o'clock.
The Committee pray that the Lord's blessing may rest upon all these
assemblies and that many friends will attend. The increasing claims
upon the Society render additional help necessary.
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The new Quarterly Record will be sent, post free, to any address.
It contains a portrait and sketch of the late Mr. Alfred Hayles, and
other illustrations. The new series of post cards are selling at Is. 6d.
a dozen.
- " As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men,
especially unto them who are of the household of faith."

WE have received" A Brief Narrative of Facts," by Wm. ilL Bergin,
relative to the New Orphan Homes (for 2000 children), on Ashley
Down, Bristol, often called The Ashley Down Orphanage, and founded
by the late George Muller.
This Narrative says, "Throughout the year the Lord has kept us
hanging upon Himself alone for our supplies, and what wisdom and
power He has shown! The total expenses for the year have been
£44,859 12s. lOild., to meet which' The Mighty God' has sent us an
income of £45,451 18s. 10td., being nearly £600 in excess of the
expenditure. . . . The Lord has so graciously distributed His bounties
to us through His servants, that at no time during the year has our
balance been less than £6,000."
The income of this year (May, 1922, to May, 1923) brings the amount
received since the death of Mr. Muller, on the 10th March, 1898, to
Eight hundred and eighty-three thousand, nine hundred and seventeen
pounds, six shillings, and ninepence farthing; and the total amount
received since the commencement of the work, to Two millions, three'
hundred and forty-one thousand and seventy pounds, five shillings, and
twopence three farthings.
We would again state that the whole of this money has been received
without any appeals ever having been made by the Orphanage for a
donation. Mr. Muller's special object in founding the work was to
manifest that God is the Hearer and Answerer of prayer. And we
believe he is wilfully blind to proof who will not accept this demonstration, which has now lasted over a period of eighty-nine years, since
Mr. Muller commenced this work.
To God be the glory for this display of His faithfulness and power.
We have also received a booklet of 16 pages, entitled" WHAT IS
TRUTH 1" Price 1ld. (Sovereign Grace Union, The Parsonage,
98, Camberwell Grove, London, S.E.5.).
" SAFE, SURE, SIMPLE: A WORD TO BIBLE MENDERS" is the title of
a pamphlet of 10 pages by Clement Wileman. Price One Penny.
(London, Clement Wileman, 5 & 7, Redcross Street, E.C.!.)

