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.. Who comforteth us in all our tribulation. that we may be able to comfort them which are In an J'
.
trouble. by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 OOR. i. 4.

THE DANGER OF FORGETTING THE LORD.

" Then beware lest thou forget the LORD, Which brought thee forth out
of the land of Egypt, frmn the house of bondage."-DEuTERONOMY
vi. 12.
MOSES was the speaker of these words. He was addressing GOD'S
chosen people Israel. Very soon they were to enter the land of
promise. Very soon they were to partake of the blessings of a
land which is described as " a land flowing with milk and honey"
(Exod. iii. 8). Moses knew the human heart. He knew that times
of prosperity were times of spiritual danger. Hence he said, "It
shall be, when the LORD thy GOD shall have brought thee into the
land which He sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and
to Jacob, to give thee great and goodly cities, which thou buildedst
not, and houses full of all good things, which thou filledst not, and
wells digged, which thou diggedst not, vineyards and olive trees;
which thou plantedst not; when thou shalt have eaten and be full;
then beware lest thou forget the LORD" (verses 10-12). Such a warning
is continually needed by the LORD'S family to-day. All the bless
ings which we possess are due to His goodness and favour. The
measure of prosperity which we enjoy owes its being to Him. Yet
we are prone to say in our hearts, "My power and the might of
mine hand hath gotten me this wealth," whereas as Moses said to
Israel, "It is He that giveth thee power to get wealth" (Deut.
..
viii. 17, 18).
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It is in Him we live, and move, and have our being. He it is Who
giveth to His people" life, and breath, and all things." They owe
to His goodness all their bodily and mental powers, and all their
temporal mercies. Moreover, it is by the unmerited grace of GOD
that His people are what they are in respect to spiritual things.
Thus they have nothing which they did not receive. They have
never the smallest ground for boasting, or for self-congratulation.
No merit whatsoever appertains to them. Friends may thankfully
speak well of their attainments, and of their abilities, but if they
have attained to anything good, or are able for anything good, all
the credit must wholly and unreservedly be given to Him Who is
the SOURCE of all powers, talents and blessings. Clearly, then, we
are not in the least degree warranted to cherish thoughts of vanity
or pride. The sole glory must ever be given to our Covenant GOD.
" Of Him, and through Him, and to Him, are all things: to Whom
be glory for ever." "No flesh should glory in His presence." "He
that glorieth, let him glory in the LORD" (Rom. xi. 36; 1 Cor. i.
29, 31). Yet, dear friends, though we know these things, and
assent to them, we are prone to forget them. We are prone, too,
to be lifted up with pride, and we are prone to allow the very
blessings which the LORD has bestowed upon us to cause us to forget
Him Who is their GIVER. It is meet, therefore, that we should be
warned of our periL It is fitting that we should listen to the
ancient warning given by GOD'S inspired prophet to Israel" Beware lest .thou forget the LORD."
1. First, we need to beware lest we torget the LoRD Who redeemed us.
Moses warned Israel lest they should forget the LORD, Who
brought them forth out of the land of Egypt, from the house of
bondage. The LORD in His mercy had redeemed them from
Egyptian bondage. But He has redeemed us from the bondage of
sin and deatb. In the person of His SON He has redeemed us from
the curse of the law. Through CHRIST'S atoning blood we have
redemption, even the forgiveness of sins according to the riches of
His grace. The precious blood of CHRIST hath redeemed us from
the merited penalty of our sins. We are washed from our sins
in His Own blood. We are delivered from the wrath to come. We
are adopted into GOD'S family and made heirs of the kingdom
which He hath promised to them that love Him. What gratitude,
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love and devotion should now characterize us! How the infinite
mercies of GOD should stimulate us to give ourselves up to His
service. Yet, though we have experienced His redeeming grace,
and been much blessed in temporals, we are prone to forget Him.
Beware lest thou forget the LoRD Who hath redeemed thee!
2. Secondly, we need to beware lest we forget Him Who hatlt been our
GUIDE.

He redeemed Israel from Egypt, and then went before them by
day in a pillar of cloud, and by night in a pillar of fire. In their
wilderness journeys they often provoked Him, but He never forsook
them. "Thou in Thy manifold mercies forsookest them not in the
wilderness: the pillar of the cloud departed not from them by day,
to lead them in the way; neither the pillar of fire by night, to show
them light, and the way wherein they should go" (Neh. ix. 19).
Yet Moses felt it necessary to say to them, "Beware that thou
forget not the LORD thy GOD . . . Who led thee through that
great and terrible wilderness" (Deut. viii. 11, 15). Yes, and hath
He not also led us who are His people ~ Hath He not always gone
before us ever since we set out for the celestial City ~ He hath ever
been our GUIDE. He hath led us forth by the right way. In the
perplexities and difficulties which have arisen He hath directed our
path. If, therefore, we have been preserved from taking wrong
steps, we owe it to His guiding hand. Beware, therefore, lest thou
forget the LORD thy GOD Who hath guided thee continually.
" Thou shall remember all the way which the LORD thy GOD led
thee" (Deut. viii. 2).
3. Thirdly, we need to beware lest we forget Him Who hath prCYIJid~d
fOl' all our wants.
This is another great mercy of which Moses reminded the people
of Israel. "Thy raiment waxed not old upon thee, neither did thy
foot swell, these forty years." "Who brought thee forth water out
of the rock of flint; Who fed thee in the wilderness with manna"
(Deut. viii. 4, 15, 16). This is the GOD Whom Moses warns them
not to forget-the GOD Who had provided for them during their
long wilderness experience. This is the GOD Whom we, too, need
to beware of forgetting. He takes care that bread shall be given
us, and that our water shall be sure. He it is Who in the days even
of famine will satisfy His people. He can command the ravens to
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feed His people, and a poor widow woman to sustain them. He
giveth us richly all things to enjoy. He supplies all our needs.
He may test our faith, and permit us to get into low water. Wemay
be reduced to the last penny, and our cupboards and wardrobes
may be bare, but in our extremity He will appear for us, and He
will satisfy our longing souls. The bounties of His providence
may, however, lead us to fix our affection on the bounties, rather
than on their BESTOWER. Beware, therefore, lest thou forget the
LORD thy GOD, Who withholds from thee no good thing.
4. Fourthly, we need to beware lest we forget Him Who is our KING.
The LoRD GOD was Israel's KING. As such He claimed their
loyal obedience to His commands. Moses said, " Beware that thou
forget not the LORD thy GOD, in not keeping His commandments,
and Bis judgments, and His statutes, which I command thee this
day" (Deut. viii. 11). To walk in their own ways, to flout the
authority of their Divine KING, and to worship the creature rather
than the CREATOR was to forget the LORD their GOD. This was
what Israel did, and against' such conduct Moses warned them.
Our Divine LORD is our MASTER and our KING. If we are His
sheep we shall hear His voice, and follow His footsteps. We shall
do His bidding. "He that saith, I know Him, and keepeth not
His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him " (1 John
n. 4). "This is the love of GOD, that we keep His commandments :
and His commandments are not grievous" (1 John v. 3). If we
go our own way, and refuse to be bound by Divine authority, we are
forgetting the LORD our GOD. We are forgetting to own Him as
our SOVEREIGN LORD and KING. How sad it is that we should
ever forget our REDEEMER, our GUIDE, the SUPPLIER of all our
wants, and our Heavenly KING, Yet the LORD says, " Can a maid
forget her ornaments, or a bride her attire? Yet My people have
forgotten Me days without number" (Jer. ii. 32). 0 think of it.
They had forgotten Him" days without number." But the LORD
never forgets His people. They may say, "The LORD hath forsaken me, and my LORD hath forgotten me," but He replies, "Can
a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the son of her womb? Yea, they may forget, yet will
I not forget thee. Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of
My hands; thy walls are continually before Me" (Isa. xlix. 14,15).
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Blessed be His Name, He never forgets us. May we be enabled
to say, "Bless the LORD, 0 my soul: and all that is within
me, bless His holy Name. Bless the LORD, 0 my soul, and forget
not-all His benefits" (Psalm ciii. 1, 2).
" 0 thou, my soul, forget no more
The FRIEND Who all thy misery bore;
Let every idol be forgot,
But, 0 my soul, forget Him not.
for thee a body takes,
Thy guilt assumes, thy fetters breaks,
Discharging all thy dreadful debt-And cans't thou e'er such love forget!

" JESUS

" Renounce thy works and ways of grief,
And cleave to this most sure relief;
Nor Him forget Who left His throne,
And for thy life gave up His own.
" Infinite truth and mercy shine
In Him, and He Himself is thine;
And canst thou then, with sin beset,
Such charms, such matchless charms forget!
" Ah, no! till life itself depart,
His Name shall cheer and warm my heart;
And, shouting this, from earth I'll rise
And join the chorus of the skies.
" Ah, no! when all things else expire,
And perish in the general fire,
His Name all others shall survive,
And through eternity shall live."
KRISHNA PAL

(An early Hindoo convel"t of Carey's).
(Tl"anslated by M al"shrnan.)
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(Thomas Houghton).

doctrine, blessed be God, is pure; we have all the articles of
our faith grounded upon the Holy Scripture. Those the Devil would
gladly corrupt and overthrow. Therefore he assaileth us so craftily
with this good argument, that we ought not to break charity and the
unity of the Churches.-M artin Luthe,..
OUR
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Rlta!?llllJe j1l,Otell.
THE THRONE OF GOD.

" And imrnediately I was in the Spirit: and, behold, a throne was set
in heaven, and One sat on the throne."-REvELATION iv. 2.
" A DOOR was opened in heaven," and the Apostle John was bidden
by a voice to "come up hither." Immediately he was in the
Spirit, and the first thing which attracted his attention was a
throne. "Behold, a throne was set in heaven, and One sat on the
throne." This throne is mentioned no less than thirty-eight times
in the Revelation. It is mentioned twelve times in this chapter
alone. It is therefore a prominent feature of this book. There are
many differences of opinion as to the interpretation of this remarkable book. Without. going into these, however, we may by the
illumination of the Spirit be enabled to understand much of the
teaching connected with the throne which was set in heaven.
1. First we are taught that it is the throne of the Triune God.
; Later on in the chapter we read of the four beasts or living
creatures. These" rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy,
holy, Lord God Almighty, Which was, and is, and is to come. And
when those beasts (living creatures) give glory and honour and
thanks to Him That sat on the throne, Who liveth for ever and ever,
the four and twenty elders fell down before Him That sat on the
throne, and worship Him That liveth for ever and ever, and cast
their crowns before the throne, saying, Thou art worthy, 0 Lord·, to
receive glory and honour and power: for Thou hast created all
things, and for Thy pleasure they are and were created" (verses
8-11). These verses tell us Who it is Who occupies the throne set
in heaven. It is the Lord God Almighty. He is the thrice Holy
One. The threefold repetition of the word " Holy" suggests the
Trinity of persons in the Godhead. He Who occupies the throne is
" the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, Whose name is
Holy" (Isaiah lvii. 15). He occupies a unique position in the
Universe. He is set apart from all sin, and from all created things.
Holiness is one of the great characteristics of God. The Father is
frequently called "the Holy One of Israel." The Son is called
"the Holy One" (1 John ii. 20). The Spirit is often called" the
Holy Spirit." The Triune Jehovah is absolutely pure and free
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from all moral defilement. He hates sin and delights in righteousness and holiness. He is abundant in goodness and truth, and He
by no means clears the guilty. Because He is holy He must visit
punishment upon the sinner or upon the sinner's Holy Substitute.
"Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts" (Isaiah vi. 3). He Who
sits on this throne is "the Lord God Almighty." It is "the Lord God
Omnipotent" Who reigneth over the universe. There is no limit
to His power. He worketh all things after the counsel of His Own
will. None can stay His hand, and none has a right to say, " What
doest Thou ?" To Him, the Almighty One, the words are said,
"Thou art worthy, 0 Lord, to receive glory and honour and
power: for Thou hast created all things, and for Thy pleasure they
are and were created" (Rev. iv. 11).
o come, and let us kneel in adoration and praise before the Lord
our Maker.
He Who sits on this throne is " the eternal God." He" was, and
is, and is to come." He" liveth for ever and ever" (Rev. iv. 8-10).
He has been the dwelling place of His people in all generations.
"Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever Thou hadst
formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, Thou art God" (Psalm xc. 1, 2). The throne set in heaven is
the throne of the Holy One. It is the throne of the Almighty. It
is the throne of the eternal God. Yet, dear believing members of
God's family, "This God is our God for ever and ever." He condescends to dwell with him "that is of a contrite and humble
spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of
the contrite ones" (Isaiah lvii. 15). The Holy One, the Almighty
One, and the eternal One is the Covenant God of His redeemed
people. His Almighty Power makes all things to work together
for their good, and His eternity secures for them His abiding help
and blessing.
2. Secondly, we are taught that it is a heavenly throne which John
saw.
It "was set in heaven." When our Lord ascended up into
heaven He sat down "on the right hand of the throne of the
Majesty in the heavens" (Heb. viii. 1). Heaven is God's throne and
earth is His footstool. This suggests His immensity. We cannot
get away from His presence. "Am I a God at hand, saith the

422

The Gospel. Magazine

Lord, and not a God afar off ~ Can any hide himself in secret
places that I shall not see him ~ saith the Lord. Do not I fill
heaven and earth! " (Jer. xxiii. 23, 24). "Behold," said Solomon,
"the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain Thee; how
much less this house that I have builded ~ " (1 Kings viii. 27). We
cannot reserve our God in a box or tabernacle, nor can we localize
Him in a chancel or building. Moreover, as His throne is set or
fixed in heaven, it is exalted far above all other thrones. He is
therefore King of kings, and Lord of lords. His throne is "far
above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and
every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that
which is to come" (Eph. i. 20, 21). Yet, He "humbleth Himself
to behold the things that are in heaven, and in the earth" (Psalm
cxiii. 6). He notes even the sparrow that falls to the ground. He
has counted the hairs of our heads. He hath respect unto His
people, and they are all dear to His heart. What a comfort is this!
He Who sits on a throne set in heaven, takes notice of His poor and
needy people down here.
3. 'Th1:rdly, we are taught that the throne which John saw is associated with Divine M (JJjesty and glory.
It is" the throne of the Majesty in the heavens" (Heb. viii. 1).
He Who sits on it is called" the Majesty in the heavens." The word
" majesty" denotes gt'eatness, grandeur, dignity, royal state. All
these appertain to " the everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of
the ends of the earth." They appertain to Him in a way aDd to a
degree that is wholly beyond human conception. He hath " measured the waters in the hollow of His hand." He hath " weighed
the mountains in scales, and the hills in a balance." He" sitteth
on the circle of the earth." Before Him the inhabitants are as
grasshoppers. "To whom then will ye liken Me, or shall I be equal ~
saith the Holy One" (Isaiah xl. 12, 22, 25). He that sat on the
throne which was set in heaven" was to look upon like a jasper and
a sardine stone." "There was a rainbow round about the throne,
in sight like unto an emerald." "Out of the throne proceeded
lightnings and thunderings and voices: and there were seven
lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven spirits
of God." There was also before the throne "a sea of glass like
unto crystal." A throne with such a Majestic Occupant and with
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such accessories must have inspired the apostle with awe. He Who
sits on that throne is the sole Object of worship. The Church,
represented by the living creatures and the elders, gives unceasing
glory, honour, and praise to Him, and ·there is a day coming when
" every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under
the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them" will
say, "Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto Him
That sitteth upon the throne,' and unto the Lamb for ever and
ever" (Rev.' v. 13). Meanwhile, may we who are His redeemed
people worship, bow down, and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
" Unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be
·honour and glory for ever and ever." To Him "be glory and
majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen" (1 Tim.
i. 17; Jude 25).
" The deepest reverence of the mind,
Pay, 0 my soul, to God;
Lift, with the hands, a holy heart
To his sublime abode."
4. Fourthly, we are taught that the thrO'l!e which John saw is a
thrO'l!e 01 grace.
From this throne" the God of all grace" dispenses His grace to
His people.
They are "justified freely by His grace through the redemption
that is in Christ Jesus" (Rom. ill. 24). They come boldly unto His
" throne of grace" to obtain mercy and " find grace to help in time
of need" (Heb. iv. 16). From this throne He dispenses daily
strength to His people. Sitting on this throne He exerts His power
to bring His many sons to glory. Hereafter from" all nations, and
kindreds, and people, and tongues" they shall stand before this
throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms
in their hands, ascribing their salvation to God and unto the Lamb.
Being washed and made white in the blood of the Lamb they shall
stand" before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in
His temple: and He That sitteth on the throne shall dwell among
them" (Rev. vii. 9, 10, 14, 15). Does not that indicate grace that
He should dwell amongst His people?
Truly this is a throne of grace to the redeemed-predestinating
grace, calling grace, justifying grace, sanctifying grace, supporting
grace, and glorifying grace.
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5. Lastly, we are taught that the throne which John saw is a thmne
of righteousness wnd judgment.
A day is coming when kings, great men, rich men, chief captains,
mighty men, bondmen and free men shall hide themselves in the
dens and in the rocks of the mountains. They will be so fillt'd
with fear of coming judgment that they will say to the mountains
and rocks, "Fall on us, and hide us from the face 01 Him That sitteth
on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: for the great day
of His wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand 1 " (Rev. vi.
-15--17).
' ,
Many people'deny all teaching which speaks of Divine wrath.
In doing so they reject the solemn teaching of Scripture. "Enter
into the rock; and hide thee in the dust, for fear of the Lord, and for
the glory of His Majesty. The lofty looks of man shall be humbled,
and the haughtiness of men shall be bowed down, and the Lord
alone shall be exalted in that day." He will arise to shake terribly
the earth (see Isaiah ii. 10, 11, 19). Returning to the book of the
Revelation we read of "a great white throne, and Him That sat on it,
from Whose face the earth and the heaven fled away." We read
that the dead, small and great, shall" stand before God," and will
be judged out of those things which are written in the books. "And
whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into
the lake of fire" (Rev. xx. 11-15). These are awfully solemn
truths. They are set forth in the Word of God or we dare not
write of them: Being there we should be unfaithful to omit them.
But they need not alarm the believer. They need not cause terror
to those who have been turned from darkness to light, who have
been born again by the Spirit, and whose hope is built on nothing
less than Jesus' blood and righteousness. "For God hath not
,appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus
Christ, Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should
live together with Him" (1 Thess. v. 9, 10). To live together with
Him, that is our Portion dear fellow-believers. It is His will that
we should be with Him where He is, that we may behold His glory.
To this end He is coming agai.n to receive us unto Himself. "Wherefore comfort one another with these words."
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

•
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WELLSPRINGS.
" The Name of the Lord is a strong tower,. the righ.teous runneth into it,
and is safe. "-PROV. xviii. 10.
HERE is one of the favourite texts of Zion's sons and daughters, who
have proved it true in the midst of their much tribulated path. Yet,
whilst the sweet and comforting truth is enforced, we are confronted
with the declaration of the name of Johovah being as we read in Deut.
xxviii. 58, "This glorious and fearful Name, the LORD THY GOD." His
Name is awful in majesty, greatness, and holiness, so much so that when
the Lord passed by His servant Moses and declared to him His Name,
" Moses made haste, and bowed his head, and worshipped" (Exod.
xxxiv. 8), and the children of Israel said, " Speak thou with us, and we
will hear; but let not God speak with us, lest we die " (Exod. xx. 19).
" God dwelleth in the light whereunto no man may approach." The
distance is therefore immeasurably vast; the barrier unsurpassable
between holiness and sin. The gifted Ambrose Serle discourses
sublimely on this subject. He says, "Jehovah, Ehjah and Jah are
names expressive of the incommunicable essence, not names of ojJice,
and had it not pleased Him, from the infinite source of His own free
grace and love, to have assumed some other denominations, significant
of His own kindness to us, and of what we need from Him, this awful
title Jehovah could only have thundered ten thousand terrors, and
filled the soul of fallen man with all the torments of a consuming fire.
Abstractedly viewed, as a Being of infinite holiness and power, Who
made the heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth
and all things that are therein, we, as sinful creatures, could have no
complacency in His holine~s, nor, as rebellious creatures, :my delight
in His justice. He also must abhor us, from the contrariety of our
nature to His own. But in His office-character of Saviour and
Redeemer, we become endeared to Him, and He to us: and all His
work of creation and grace appears to be arrayed with the infinite
splendours of eternal glory." Dear Joseph Irons sang of the infinitude
..nd mercy of his God, in his grand hymn11

Aspire, my soul, to yonder throne,

Where sits the Infinite unknown,
The self-existent God:
Whose Being no beginning knows,
Whilst matchless splendour round Him flows,
Aud all things wait His nod.

*

*

*

*

*

.. Justice and mercy, truth and love,
Shine from His glorious throne above,
As Israel's Cov'nant God:
In Person three-in essence OneHe is the sov'reign Lord alone.
And be His Name ador'd."
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Now it is deeply interesting and suggestive that the title Ehjah only
occurs once in the Holy Scriptures, viz., Exod. iii. 14, " I Am that I
Am." The title of Jehovah includes all past, present and future.
He is the eternal source of life, and to Him all power and dominion
and might belong. It is a great and awful Name indeed! How can
we look up 1 How can we live in His sight 1 How can we dare to
approach Him;' for our God is a consuming fire. And this brings
our hearts and minds to the glorious arrangement of the Covenanters,
the Triune God. He, because He knew man would need a mediator,
a middle man, formed the gloriously gracious scheme, so matchless,
so Divinely profound, so gloriously complete, " to rescue fallen man,"
and to give to him an Hiding-Place from His wrath, and a way of
approach through holiness without which" no man can see the Lord."
His well-beloved Son became the Surety and Substitute of His people
who were exiled from God through sin, but through Him are" brought
nigh" "by the precious blood of Christ." Jesus was the God-man,
" the Man that is My Fellow" ; and as He is declared in the Athanasian
Creed, "Equal to the Father as touching his God-head, and inferior
to the Father, as touching His manhood."
This is beautifully set forth by the author we have before quoted.
Mr. Serle writes, " Jeremiah prophesied that a righteous Branch should
be raised to David; a King, in whose days Judah should be saved,
and whose name should be called Jehovah our Righteousness (Jer. xxiii.
6). Both Jews and Christians apply this to the Messiah; and indeed
it cannot possibly be understood of any other. For Christ alone is
our righteousness, as well as wisdom, sanctification, and redemption.
The Messiah therefore is 'Jehovah'; whilst an equally striking proof
of the Messiah's divinity may be found in Isaiah xliii., in which Jehovah
is styled the Saviour 'and is said to save and redeem in almost every
line. 'I, even I, am J ehovah and beside Me there is no Saviour! ' "
Thus, beloved reader, whilst we are treading the ground of the deep
unfathomable mystery of the incarnate love of God, faith receives the
assurance of it, and rests in the truth of " God's wonderful redemption,
God's remedy for'sin." "In the one nature, as man He suffered for
men; and inthebther, He could merit as God to God."
So great and trauscendently glorious and houourable was this Name
of the Lord that when Joshua saw that the children of Israel who had
been so wondrously delivered out of Egypt, were now being worsted
and smitten and fleeing before their enemies, he humbly addressed
Him, " And what wilt Thou do to Thy great Name 1" as much as
to remind the Lord that that is at stake, and immortal glory and honour
go with it if He forsake His people and break His Covenant. No, He
loves these strong pleas of His people. He presently shows them that
nothing can " make Him His promise forego, nor sever our souls from
His lo\,e."
" I am the Lord, I change not, therefore ye sons of Jacob are not
consumed." He could not stain nor tarnish His Name. Just one
more thought ere we pass on to the nearer consideration of our text.
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And that is, how in our language by the names we give, we obtain a
knowledge of persons and things. But with our God His Name is
Himself. Oh! what everlasting blessings Christ poureth out upon
us then, when, having Him, we possess all things and abound in all
the fulness of God! Well may the Church in the Canticles exclaim,
" Thy Name is as ointment poured forth, therefore do the virgins love
Thee." And this Name that is "secret" is yet revealed to every
wrestling and overcoming Jacob. Whilst further, in that wonderful
and mystic union of Christ and His Body, He has declared that His
Father is their's likewise. "Your Heavenly Father," He told His
disciples, "Imoweth that ye have need of all these things" (Matt. vi.
26). The writer had a sweet sense of this when recently turning off
the bustling noisy road into a quieter byway home. At her feet lay a
little sparrow just recently dead. It had no mark of violence and not
a feather was ruffled. In a moment there came such a softened spirit
as the words were spoken to the heart, "not one of them shall fall
on the ground without your Father. Fear ye not therefore: ye are
of more value than many sparrows," and all the daily cares and disquietudes, all the perplexing and harassing problems of life seemed
gone for ,the time, as with that dear little dead sparrow in my hand,
I had received such a gracious reminder from "The Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ," and my heavenly Father that I was not forgotten
of Him. Thus the children of God are helped on their way, and taught
by sometimes very sweet lessons what their Strong Tower is. "The
Name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous runneth into it,
and is safe." Ah! what that Name is and has been to the suffering,
tempest-tossed saints, tongue can never express. It is their only place
of safety, and their sure Hiding-place. How frequently the Psalmist
pleaded it. "For Thy Name's sake, 0 Lord, pardon mine iniquity,
for it is great" (Psa. xxv. 11). "For Thou art my rock and my
fortress; therefore, for Thy Name's sake, lead me and guide me "
(xxxi. 3). "Purge away our sins, for Thy Name's sake" (lxxix. 9).
And amidst all his adversaries and those that spoke evil of his soul,
David could entrust himself and his all to the hands of His Covenant
God, and say, " But do Thou for me, 0 God the Lord, for Thy Name's
sake: because Thy mercy is good, deliver Thou me" (cix. 21). So
also when he is sorrowing over declension and a backsliding heart and
slothful spirit, he can confidently appeal to the Name of his faithful,
Covenant-keeping God and pray, "Quicken me, 0 Lord, for Thy
Name's sake" (cxliii. 11). So you see, dear readers, that just as
David's natural experience was, when hunted by Saul, so his spiritual
experience. "Go, I pray you," said his enemy, "prepare yet and
know and see his place where his haunt is and who hath seen him
there." And the men were to bring to the King of Israel word of him.
When I read those few words recently, " where his haunt is," I thought
how well we gather from the Psalms where David's true" haunt"
was! The Name of the L01'd! That was his ground for pleading, for
succour, for hope, safety and deliverance. Prayer can change things.
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Whilst his enemy pursued, a messenger came to tell Saul that the
Philistines had invaded the land; and so the Lord turned the pursuer
another way, and David escaped out of his hand. And the place of
deliverance was called Sela-hammah-lekoth, that is the rock of divisions.
Children of God! when you are in your haunt or hiding-place, even
the Name of the Lord, you are in that Rock of divisions where no
enemy can harm you. Is it your" haunt" 1 Is it a daily and hourly
experience (and I am likewise inquiring of my own soul while I write),
that you are running into" the Name of the Lord" and proving what
" a Strong Tower" is your hiding-place from every enemy that would
hurt your soul and distress you 1 It is when our love grows cold and
our hearts wander from Him Who is to His people "the chiefest
among ten thousand and the Altogether Lovely" One, that He in
mercy sends us trial and sorrow to draw us back to Him and give us
to prove what He is, the unchangeably faithful God, whilst He discovers
to us more of His mercy and love in the secret of His presence. It is
our only safe and satisfying ground when by faith we are dwelling
upon the person and character of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is He
the Father delighteth to honour; it is He Who is to be admired in
all them that believe. Two dear children of God were recently relating
to the writer how at their weekly Bible reading, when the subject is
referred to an aged member present, his reply is generally, " All very
good and all true, dear friends, but we are getting away from Christ.
Let us get back to Him." And it is not to be wondered at that that
aged saint's countenance is lightened with reflected glory. He dwells
in that" Strong Tower," the Name of Jehovah-Jesus, and with the
hymnist can say, "Thou, 0 Christ, art all I want; more than all in
Thee I find."
Moreover, there is not only safety, and security, and peace in this
Hiding Tower, but the high praises of our God will be our soug from
thence. The writer had recently a sweet moment of joy, when with
fellow-worshippers at our sacred, time-honoured Church of St. Maryle-Port, we were repeating the Psalms for the day, and the words came
with sweet and forceful intent, " God is well-known in her palaces for
a sure refuge." Their God is indeed well-known and well-proved by
His way-worn saints, and whilst they are so often perplexed, worried,
anxious, restless and under trial and temptation, and sorrow, and flee
unto Him to hide them, they prove that He the God of J eshurun is
riding on high for their help, and" fainteth not neither is weary," and
is Himself the Sure Refuge for every fleeing saint. "The righteous
runneth into it," implies the urgency, distress and need of His people,
and their wisdom, which is Divinely implanted in their hearts,
teaches them that there is nowhere else to flee, and that none other
can help and deliver them. It is " the Name of the Lord" they can
confidently plead, and they prove what" a Strong Tower " He is above
all their enemies and that they are in safety. The margin reads " is
set w.p aloft." Perhaps this was the realization of the Psalmist when
he wrote, " And now shall my head be lifted up abov~ mine enemies,"
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for David had much to say of the deliverances of his God. He could
speak from a warm and grateful heart from his" High Tower," his
" Strong Tower," his" Fortress" and" the God of my Rock." And
it is from thence every child of God looks upon his enemies as slain
an<t conquered, and sings the song of praise to Him Who has redeemed
him from all his troubles.
It was with force and sweetness that the words dropped upon the
soul of the writer recently as they were read in the Church lesson for
the day from Genesis xxviii., " a certain place," " that place" (verses
11 and 19, "this place" (verses 16 and 17). It was indeed holy ground
to the fugitive Jacob! It became the place of remembrance and he
would ever refer to it as the memorial of his God's goodness and mercy,
and blessing to him. It was Bethel, the very house of God and gate
of heaven to his soul. It was the place where God reveals His Name.
Hence it was sacred. The place where He opens up His heart of love
and compassion and makes known His character, yea, the place where
He determines to bless His servant is "The Name of the Lord."
Dear reader, you have been there. You have your sacred memories
in places where your Covenant God has revealed His Name to your
longing soul. You have your spots of remembrance where from a hill,
'a valley or a garden, a room or a street, you have poured out your
trouble into that never-failing ear. "Dost mind that spot?" Oh!
what a Name is His, "a Name above every name," the Name that
'betokens His character, the Name that is never pleaded in vain, the
Name that is unchangeably faithful, " from everlasting to everlasting."
Since you have thus proved Him true to His word, may you seek
much grace to praise Him for so great salvation, which includes every
deliverance in your chequered history, and gives you a good hope that
hereafter you will with the ransomed throng praise Him as you even
now long to do.
R.
NOTHING startles the devil like holding up the blood.-MI·. John
E. Hazelton.
"I HAVE a sick soul labouring under a complication of disorders,
each of them in their nature mortal and incurable by any physician
but One. I had often heard of Him, but my prejudices prevented
me from applying to Him till I was brought very low indeed. At
length nece&sity compelling (it was a happy necessity), I went to
Him, and He readily undertook my cure. It is now the business and
pleasure of my life to procure Him more patients. I tell thousands
in a year how much they need Him, how gracious and skilful He
is, but I can prevail on very few to go. There is none like Him.
He welcomes all who apply. No' one miscarries under His hand,
and He neither expects nor accepts any fees. He prescribes me
medicines. These are the means of grace, in which I am to be
found waiting, and the trials which he allots me when He sees
they are needful."-John Newton.
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Sermon" nnll Note" of ,Sermons,
. "AARON THE SAINT OF THE LORD."
A SBRMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. JAMES OmnSTON
ON APRIL 17TH, 1904.
(Concluded from p. 343.)
" And Moses did as the Lord commanded: and they went up into Mount
Hor, in the sight of all the congregation. And Moses stripped
Aaron of his garments, and put them upon Eleazar his son; and
Aaron died there in the top of the mount: and Moses and Eleazar
came down from the mount. And when all the congregation saw
that Aaron was dead, they mourned for Aamn thirty days, even all
the house of Israel."-NuMBERS xx. 27-29.
I WAS thinking this evening in my study of that little company as it
would have been watched up the hill by the multitudes at the footthat sorrowful little band of three. Moses at this time was about a
hundred and twenty years of age, Aaron was three years older, and
these two old, old men accompanied by not a youth but a man of
middle age-Eleazar-were watched, and it was known doubtless,
known to all Israel, the object of their going up into Mount Hor. I
take it that a very deep sense of the awfulness of the occasion would
possess the public mind. A great public event, not a private one, was
about to take place and the people perhaps-some of them-would
say, " Is not this proceeding on the part of God rather'hard 1" for I
suppose the hearts that beat in the breasts of those Israelites were
much like our hearts, and I know, speaking for myself, the tendency
of human nature to sit in judgment upon the ways of the Holy One.
In things that we cannot understand, when the stroke is both heavy
and sudden, there is an instinct within us to rebel against the Lord's
right of chastisement and correction and scourging. It is innate in us
as apostates from God, as rebels against God, and such are we all by
nature as the fallen children of a fallen parentage. There may have
been some such thoughts, I suggest, in the minds of some of the tens
of thousands, hundreds of thousands, gathered at the foot of Mount
Hor. But God ever vindicates His Own decrees, God sooner or later
makes plain that which had been difficult and past finding out, and
we who live-through grace live-when the New Testament Scriptures
lie open before u,s are able to go back to these Old Testament records
with the light of the New Testament beaming upon them and find
these difficulties and mysteries disappearing. Aaron went up to die,
but he went up at the word of the Lord. Now we find both Moses
and Aaron honouring the word of the Lord, for the Lord had spoken
this thing. It is so emphatically said in the 27th verse, " And Moses
did "-did-" as the Lord commanded." You see the Lord takes
notice of obedience and honours it; He also takes notice of disobedience
and shows His displeasure against it. He had shown His displeasure
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against their disobedience at the Water of lI'Ieribah, and now He
recognizes with approval the obedience of Moses to His word. "Moses
did as the Lord commanded: and they went up into Mount Hor in
the sight of all the congregation." It would seem Aaron went up
clothed in his High Priestly garments. He went up carrying with him
the insignia of his sacerdotal office. He went up oJfic:iaUy, but I want
you to notice a very important point, he did not die officiaUy. Thus
we see Moses according to the word of God stripped Aaron of his
sacerdotal vestments which God had commanded him to wear in the
administration of his office. Whilst yet Aaron lived Moses proceeded
to take off his vestments and clothe them upon Eleazar, the eldest
surviving son of Aaron. There had been two older sons, as you will
find in the 28th of Exodus, where you have them named as being
consecrated to the priestly office. But they sinned grievously in their
office and they died a judicial death. Thus Eleazar, the third son,
was now found to be the eldest son of Aaron, and so he succeeded to
his father's High Priestly office, and while yet Aaron lived he was
clothed with the insignia of that office. Hence when Aaron died he
died a private person, he did not die in office, his office had already
passed from him to another. I have been thinking what the mind of
God may be in this matter; it seems to me to hint at the thought
that the holy garments which had been consecrated with such Divine
jealousy for holy uses might not be ceremonially defiled as they would
have been if Aaron had died wearing them, and therefore Aaron was
unclothed in his lifetime, and his office was transferred to anotherhis son, who then and there, in the presence of Aaron, stood as God's
High Priest. This, dear friends, to my mind shows the Lord's care
lor His Church on earth, and at a time when we are mourning over
the repeated Home-calls of faithful Gospel witnesses consolation
becomes ours as we think how the Lord can provide if He take away
one of His servants, how He can, if He \vill, raise up another immediately
-immediately. Before the breath was out of Aaron, lo! Goel had
provided Himself a High Priest-another. Lift your hearts up just
now to the Lord and ask Him, if it may be His pleasure, to raise up
more and more faithful wituesses to take the vacant places of His
dear servants whom He has beeu calling Home the IMt few months;
that these places may be filled to the edificatiou of the Church of God
and the furtherance of the Kingdom of Christ.
" And Moses and Eleazar came down from the Mount." All Israel
now beheld the new High Priest. They beheld Eleazar clad in the
High Priestly garments as God's representative. Now I do not wish
to be curious or particular in handling this incident in a typical relation
to Christ and the Gospel. It would require peculiar wisdom and a
.special discrimiuation, I think, to handle them to edification; but we
rejoice t? think and believe that Jesus is somewhere here in this iuspired
event and in this Bible record. It may be in the way of contrast
and not in similarity, because the types often by contrast teach us
.Bible spiritual truth, at other times teaching us by similes, parallels,
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between the type and Christ the Antitype. This we have, however,
that there is a marked dissimilarity between the death of the High
Priest and the death of Christ, the Great High Priest. Aaron died
because sin was found in him, whereas in Christ-in Him was no sin.
Christ died because sin was on Him. Aaron died in consequence of
his own sins; Christ died on account of the sins of others. Eleazar
came down from the Mount, from the scene of death, to represent
God to Israel; Jesus rose from the dead, mark---rose from the dead,
to be the Everlasting High Priest to the Church of God. Aaron did
not die a High Priest; Christ offered Himself as a Priest in sacrifice
to God for sins, and Christ rose from the dead, as I have said, High
Priest still in office, clothed with the garments of glory and beauty,
His resurrection beauty, and in that beauty He has returned to His
Father's bosom, and there He is to-night-the glorified Man, Christ
Jesus, " Who is over all, God blessed for ever." Hold tenaciously to
the Godhead of Jesus, salvation turns upon that pivot. It is the
centre of the whole scheme of salvation by grace-the resurrection of
the God-Man. Christ Jesus is alive from the dead. We are living
in times when men are challenging the Godhead of Jesus, and the
Godhead of the Holy Ghost. I say again lovingly and earnestly to
all my dear hearers, hold fast to the Deity of Jesus and to the Deity
of the Holy Ghost even as you hold fast to the Deity of God the Father.
'I.'he Deity of the Holy Three is one Deity-indivisible, incomprehensible, eternal.
Lastly, when the congregation, assembled at the foot of Mount Hor,
beheld Moses and Eleazar coming down from the Mount, from .the
scene of Aaron's death, they went into mourning; for thirty days
they mourned the death of God's dear servant. This was in accordance with the mind of God. To sorrow when the righteous are with
us no longer is a thing well-pleasing in God's sight provided we sorrow
not without hope. If we sorrow with hope, if we hopefully sorrow,
then our sorrow will be sanctified of God. When devout men carried
out Stephen to his burial the Church of God made loud lamentation.
Jesus wept, Jesus Himself wept real tears, human tears of real sorrow.
" Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep. Our friend Lazarus sleepeth,
nevertheless let us go to Bethany." Jesus heard the tidings of the
death of Lazarus many miles away from Bethany. He heard of it
and then it was He said" Let us go." He had heard of the sickness
of the dear disciple, He did not visit him in his sickness, He had some
better thing in purpose. And here let me again say that if the Lord
withhold a good thing from anyone of His people it is because He
has a better thing in hand; or, if He take away from us a thing which
we account good, He will give us in its place something snperior to it
and we shall thank Him for the hand that took away as well as for the
hand that gave again. Job said; "The Lord gave, and the Lord
hath taken away; blessed be the Name of the Lord." Mark, he did
not say" blessed be the Name of the Lord" when he said" the Lord
gave," hut when he said" the Lord hath taken away" then he said

The Gospel Magazine

433

" blessed be the Name of the Lord." It needs grace to say it. Blessed
be the hand of the Lord when He strips us, when He empties us, when
He appears to refuse us, and when, alas, He may in His providence
seem to forget us. But in reality He never forgets, He never forgets
His dear people for a little moment, and He is always occupied in
working things together for their good. We say we justify the Children
of Israel in mourning for God's departed servant, we justify those
who monrned with loud lamentation when dear Stephen was taken
Home, for Jesus wept-that is the justification-Jesus wept.
And so you, dear friends, you who have been bereaved of a loved
one, dwell much upon sanctified sorrow, and remember the Lord can
make the bitterest cup a cup of sweetness, exceeding sweetness, in
the riches of His grace. Justify God in all His ways, and where you
cannot explain Him to others still seek to have a heart and a judgment
kept-calmly kept-in the conviction that "Hc doeth all things
well."

May the Lord bless His Word, for Christ's sake.

Amen.

THE FAITHFUL SAYING.
A

SERMON PREACHED AT ST. JOHN'S CHURCH, LLOYDMINSTER, SASK.,
CANADA, BY THE VEN. R. J. NOYES, ON SUNDAY MORNING,
JULY 26TH, 1925.

" This is a faithful sayi7I!J, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners."-l TIM. i. 15.
THIS is the first of five "faithful sayings" in the Pastoral Epistles.
In one of these the Greek word is translated" true," and the phrase
seems to be a solemn asseveration of the truth and trustworthiness of
what follolVs. And, indeed, the words, " Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners," convey the fulness and marrow of the Gospel.
It is one of those brief Scriptures which contain the Gospel in a nutshell,
and which the Holy Spirit has frequently nsed to bring the knowledge
of salvation to sin-sick souls. You may have heard the true story
of the poor half-witted man, Joseph by name, who one day wandered
into a Church where an eminent servant of Christ was preaching from
this text, and the Holy Spirit carried it home to his heart, and he was
heard afterwards to frequently say, '" Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners,' then why not poor Joseph !" And it is recorded
that his dying testimony proved the reality of his conversion.
1. In expounding this text, let me first of all speak of the Person
of the Saviour of sinners.
He is "Christ Jesus." The Divine names have meanings; and
the order in which they occur is to be observed. "Jesus Christ," in
the Gospels means, "Jesus the Messiah." In the Epistles it means
Jesus Who humbled Himself but is now exalted and glorified as Christ.
" Christ Jesus" is the converse of Jesus Christ, and denotes the now
exalted One, Who once humbled Himself. It was this glorious Person
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Who " being in the form of God, esteemed not His being equal with
God a thing to be clung to, but emptied Himself," i.e., left the glory
which He had with the Father before the world was (John xvii. 5),
" and took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in the
likeness of men, and being found in fashion as a man, humbled Himself
and became obedient unto death even the death of the cross" (PhiL
ii. 5-8).
Beware, brethren, of error regarding the Person of Christ, so rife
in these days. Who but He Who is God could say, "I came down
from heaven," " I am come that they might have life," "I am the
living bread that came down from heaven"? These are the words of
Christ, " the W m'd," of Whom it is written, " In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. . . . And
the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory,
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father."
2. Notice the object for which He came into the world-" to save
sinners." No m.an, no creature, could save lost sinners. H None can
. by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for him"
(Psa. xlix. 7), and so God sent His own Son, saying, " I have laid help
upon one that is mighty, I have exalted one chosen out of the people"
(Psa.lxxxix. 19), and His words are: "The Son of Man came ... to give
His life a ransom for many." "God commendeth His love toward us,
in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then,
being now justified (i.e., accounted righteous) by His blood, we shall
be saved from wrath through Him" (Rom. v. 8, 9).
" Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners." This 'is the" faithful saying, and worthy of all men to be received," as it reads in our
Communion Service. To save sinners! Not to make their salvation
possible, but to make their damnation impossible! Christ Jesus has
not failed. "He shall see of the travail of His soul and shall be
satisfied." The Gospel is the glad tidings of salvation, full, free,
present and eternal, by the free and sovereign grace of God, in Christ
Jesus.
The conscious and contrite sinner who believes the message, and
trusts in the Saviour is saved. "By grace," it is wTitten, " By grace
have ye been saved, through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is
the gift of God. Not of works in order that no man may glory."
Again, " Christ Jesus came into the world to save SINNERS." The
J"ord said: "I came not to call the Tighteous, but sinners to repentance."
Sinners whose heaTts have never been broken with a Spirit-wrought
sense of sin; sinners who delight in sin; "fools" who" make a mock
at sin" (Prov. xiv. 9); sinners who are unwilling to acknowledge
themselves as lost and hell-deserving sinners; sinners who, like the
Pharisees of old, "trust in themselves that they are Tighteous";
such sinners, and as long as they remain such, will despise the Gospel
of God's grace; they see not and feel not their need of being saved.
But the repentant sinner, the conscious and broken-hearted sinner,
who hates sin, and feels it to be an intolerable burden, will welcome
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the good news of this Scripture: "Christ Jesus came into the world
to save sinncrs of whom I am chief." Of these words, that taught-ofGod poet, J oseph Hart, 'vrote, now some 175 years ago :"To understand these terms aright,
This grand distinction should be known:
Though all are sinners in God's sight,
'l'here are but few so in their own:

To such as these Our Lord was sent;
They're new·born sinners who repent.

" This faithful saying let us own
(Well worthy 'tis to be believed)That Christ into the world came down
That sinners might by Him be saved:
Sinners are

hi~h

in His esteem,

Aud sinners highly value Him."
My dear hearers, how does this text find you this morning 1 Is it
what you have received in the past, and what you are still rejoicing
in 1 Oh I hope it is so, for this is the true, unadulterated Gospel of
Christ. May I speak for a moment of personal expericnce 1 I believe
thc Lord the Spirit taught me at a very early age the sinfulness of
my heart, and after a long lifc I can truly say I find my heart-my
old nature-is no better than it ever was. The Scripture describes it
truly as "desperately wicked," and" enmity against God." I see sin
in my past life, where I did not see it, or at least so clearly, in all its
heinousness, at the time. But I rejoice to know and believe that
" The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all sin"; and" He is
the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for the
sins of the whole world "-so that wherever there is a truly sin-burdened
one, needing a Saviour, this faithful saying is worthy of his aceeptation,
" Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners."
Am I addressing such a sin-burdened soul 1 Does not this faithful
and true saying meet your case!
Oh may the Holy Spirit impress it upon your heart. Then you will
be able to enter into the experience of Isaiah Ixi. 10, " I will greatly
rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for He hath
elothed me with the garments of salvation, He hath covered me with
the robe of righteousness," for you will realize that" Goel made Christ,
Who knew no sin, to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him." "THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD," Who has
declared: "My salvation shall be for ever, and my righteousness shall
not be abolished" (Isa. li. 6). Amen.

EVERY promise is dated, but dated in a mysterious manner which
we cannot read. No one knows God's chronology but the Lord Himself. At the tick of God's clock the promise is fulfilled, and He appears
" in. the cloud above the mercy seat."-M... John E. Hazeltrm.
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" Beloved, think it not stmnge conceming the fiery trial which is to try
you, as though some stmnge thing happened unto you. "-1 PETER
iv. 12.
MANY of the difficulties which are perplexing men's minds to-day
arise from want of attention to God's Word.
In human affairs men often quote the old Roman proverb which
says, " Experience teaches," but in matters of the highest importance
it oft-times seems that men and women will not learn by the experience
of others.
God has perfect knowledge of all circumstances and of all events.
Having this perfect knowledge God cannot possibly make any mistake
or error of judgment. Consequently God never changes His mind,
nor has He to explain away His Own statements. "The Word of
the Lord endureth for ever" (1 Peter i. 25). It is important to keep
this truth ever in mind, because many persons vainly imagine that if
they render some sort of outward respect to the authority of God, He
ought (1) to make every step in their life easy for them, and further
that He ought (1) to give them outward prosperity. Such teaching is
entirely contrary to God's Word. No passage of Scripture can be
produced wherein God offers any bribe to men to serve Him with
hypocrisy. On the contrary, God's Word warns men and women that
if they truly and lovingly follow Him they must expect trials and
difficulties. What God does assert is that" many are the aiflictions of
the righteous; but the Lord delivereth him out of them all" (Psa.
xxxiv. 19), and again He states, " All that will live godly in Christ
Jesus shall suffer persecution" (2 Tim. iii. 12). At first sight this
may seem a strange statement, but it is a warning given to God's
faithful people to encourage and comfort them in times of stress and
trial.
It has to be borne in mind that persecution takes many forms and
shapes. There have been periods when persecution has hurried men
and women to the violent death of the stake, or of the gallows, or of
the rifle and sword. There have been times when it cast godly men
and women into prison to perish there, by a lingering death. There
have been days, and there are now, when persectuion manifests itself
by a social" boycott "-by sneers, contempt and hatred. There have
been seasons, and there are now, when persecution comes direct from
the devil without agency of human instruments. These things being
so, how loving and gracious is God's warning: "Be sober, be vigilant,
because your adversary the d.evil, as a roaring lion, walketh about,
seeking whom he may devour; whom resist stedfast in the faith,
knowing that the same qtJlictions are accomplished in your brethren
that are in the world" (1 Pet. v. 8-9). It is needful to observe what
God terms these assaults of the devil. He describes them as " afflictions," that is, something painful and hard to be borne.
Passing through any, or all, of these experiences has a teaching
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effect upon God's own people. They learn that when they turn to
God in their need, examining themselves in the light of His Word,
confessing their failures and sins, and pleading what the Lord Jesus is,
then God does arise for their help and does deliver them; and thus
they prove that God is faithful to His promises and that He "will
. not suffer them to be tempted (or tried) above that they are able (to
bear), but will with the temptation (or trial) also make a way to escape,
that they may be able to bear it" (1 Cor. x. 13).
God has a reason and a purpose for all that He permits to come
upon His people. Probably every tried believer thinks his (or her)
case is exceptional and that few have had so severe a test, but this
is not so. The Word of God assures the believer that all fellow-pilgrims
have similar trials and temptations, adapted to each one's circumstances and disposition (1 Cor. x. 13). Trials and temptations that
come to a poor man are not exactly the same as those that affect a
?'ich man, but the trials that are permitted are such that each one
feels their severity. The devil tempts that he may allure and, were
it possible, destroy. God permits the trial that the genuineness and
preciousness of the faith which He has given (Ephes. ii. 8) may be
proved and demonstrated (1 Pet. i. 7).
The refiner of gold has to submit it to the fierce influence of fire
that it may be purified from all dross (see Malachi iii. 3). The fire
does not c.()nsume the gold, but it destroys the dross. The trials which
God permits to come upon His people cannot destroy that faith which
is comparable to gold (1 Pet. i. 7), but they do tend to rid the believer
of the dross, which, if permitted to remain, would tarnish the" gold."
The whole history of God's true Church proves that God does know
how and when" to deliver the godly out of temptation" (see 2 Peter
ii.9). Hence it is written" the trying of your faith worketh patience,"
and" blessed is the man that endureth temptation (test, or trial), for
when he is tried (and proved faithful and genuine), he shall receive the
crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love Him"
(Jas. i. 3, 12).
Temptations and trials are likely to be heavy (see 1 Pet. i. 6),
otherwise they would cease to be trials and tests, but the promise to
the believer is, "My grace is sufficient for thee, for My strength is
made perfect in (your) weakness" (2 Cor. xii. 9). There is much in
common between "Chastening" and "Trials," and therefore it is
helpful and encouraging to read, "no chastening for the present
seemeth to be joyous, but (rather) grievous, nevertheless afterward it
yieldeth the peaceable fruits of righteousness unto them which are
exercised thereby" (Heb. xii. 11).
Peter knew by experience what it was to be tempted, and therefore
it was with personal feeling that he wrote "Your adversary (your
enemy, your opponent) the devil, goeth about as a roaring lion, seeking
whom he may devour" (1 Pet. v. 8). The Lord, Who knows all, said
to Peter, "Satan hath desired to have yOll, that he may sift you as
wheat, but I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not" (Luke xxii.
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31-32). Peter did not purposely deny his Lord, but uuder stress of
the temptation of the devil and relying upon his own strength, instead
of trusting alone to the Saviour, he did deny his Lord, but the prayer
of the Lord Jesus was effectual. The Lord looked on Peter, and then
Peter realized his sin, and wept bitter tears of sorrow and repentance
(Luke xxii. 61-62), and experienced that He Who became THE GreatHigh Priest for His people does save to the uttermost all who come
unto God by Him, for" He ever liveth to make intercession for them"
(see Heb. vii. 25-26).
When it is considered that " Satan himself is transformed into an
angel of light," in order to deceive those who desire to follow the Lord
Jesus (2 Cor. xi. 14), what great need there is for every believer to be
constantly on the watch to " resist the devil," for the promise is that
he shall be driven to flee from such (see James iv. 7). The method
whereby the devil is to be resisted is by "submitting yourselves to
God" and" drawing nigh to God" with confession of sin and pleading
the work of the Lord Jesus with the eye of faith looking to Him, and
the hand of faith laying hold of Him Who says, " My grace is sufficient
for thee" (2 Cor. xii. 9).
P. 1. B.

SELF-DECEIVINGS.
WHEN Sennacherib was attempting to capture Jerusalem, one of his
schemes was to induce her defenders to lose confidence in Hezekiah.
" Let not Hezekiah deceive you . . . neither yet believe him . . . he
shall not be able to deliver you." But the people did not answer,
"because the commandment of the King was, Answer him not."
Hezekiah knew that if Eve with all her innocence lost her cause for
ever when she opened her lips in argument with the father of lies,
her children would manage no better if they tried to reason with
Jris. And so they were silent while the enemy railed and spake against
the God of Jerusalem as against the gods of the people of the earth.
And it was soon made plain who was deceived. Sennacherib had to
leave his army annihilated behind, and return home alone. He had
deceived himself, and Satan had deceived him, and God had not
delivered him. How dreadful are His judgments. He speaks over and
over again of giving men up to their own deceivings, of leaving them
to walk after their own imaginations, with their foolish hearts darkened.
He speaks of Himself sending them strong delusions that they should
believe a lie, and not know it, or be able to help themselves. Jeremiah
said that the prophets themselves deceived and carried away the
people. None called upon God nor stirred up himself to seek Him.
They did not return. They could not return, as J erenriah himself did,
to seek the Lord with a broken and contrite heart, clinging and cleaving
to Him Whose hand was so heavy upon him. All his fellow-prophets
were prophesying lies, and being happy in it, while his own heart was
melted with grief, and the Lord seemed not to love him nor care for
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him. But the everlasting arms were underneath. He might, in the
anguish of his Spirit say, " 0 Lord, Thou hast deceived mc and I was
deceived," but it was the speech, as Job says, of one that is desperate.
His lips and his heart knew better, for the word of the Lord was his
joy and rejoicing. In one thing he was not deceived. He knew that
it would be well with the remnant, that God had thoughts of peace
towards them, that the Lord had loved him with an everlasting love
and therefore had in lovingkindness drawn him. Like Panl, like
David, like Moses, he had the eternal God for a Refuge, for his strong
confidence, and as his unfailing Helper, and he could look forward
"to that day" with the persuasion of a heaveuly inheritance. So
may every living soul. In the meantime if the way is difficult, did
not the Lord say it would be 1 If there is heaviness, spiritual or
providential, Christ's own words were, "In the world ye shall have
tribulation." "Lo I have told you," He might say in regard to every thing
that comes to us. But we, perhaps, are like the Israelites in Samnel's
days. They wanted a king, but they did not think that they would
have to give up their own sons and daughters to make the state l.ingly.
The children of God may not flatter themselves any more than the
Israelites might in Deut. xxix. 19, and think that they shall have peace
IV hile they walk after their own hearts, and forget that without Christ
they can do nothing. We deceive ourselves, Paul said, if we think
we are something when we are nothing, if we think that for some
reason in ourselves our brother's burdens are not OUTS, our blessings
and immunities are not his. The apostle would have been exalted
if it had not been for his thorn. Perhaps Abraham would have thought
he was something if it had not been for the horror of great darkness
which sucaeeded the revelation of what his name was to be to
thousands of generations.
Esther thought (at least Mordecai was afraid so) that she, seCUTe in
the king's palace and in his affection, would not need to share in the
calamities of her people. But she had to be as one of them, and find
her way of escape in the God that rides on the heavens for His people's
help, and who hears the cry of the destitute. 'What a mercy it is that
the blessed Spirit takes His own way with his beloved, but ignorant,
blind and impetuous children! He never yet asked them what would
he best. He never was turned aside either by their sins or their
crying. His patience is as complete as it was at the first. His love
lives only to be more revealed. He finds His people sa.ying that they
have no sin. He does not leave them until they know it removed
for ever from the Fa.ther's sight in the blood of Jesus, their Saviour
and their God. He will bring them from all their" dark mountains."
He will cleanse them from all their idols. He will subdue all their
iniquities. He will bruise Satan, often by the way, and finally at the
end. He has overcome death, and there will not be one cloud on
anyone's heart to mar the joy at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb.
FOLLOWER-ON.
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TOGETHER.
I BELIEVE this subject is not new to dear readers from my pen, but it
has lately been so deeply impressed upon my heart by the Holy Spirit
that I am again led to dive into some of the depths and privileges
of this blessed fact. We can never sound the depths, but He will
reveal just as much as we can bear. Do you remember His sweet
saying, "I have many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear
them now"? I often think of this and know He considers-considersour frame. So many of us are isolated and lonely that the very word
" together" spells consolation.
It is not, however, human companionship that I would dwell upon,
sweet though that is when in Christ, when He is the all in all. This
bond is very blessed, and it is an everlasting bond, but the real joy
is the realization of His presence, and of fellowship with Him, close
living, indwelling union. So inclosed are we in Him, so to speak,
that His very life is our life, His glory our sole desire, His joy our
rejoicing, His sorrow our grief. One feels a thrill of delight in the
words, "Without Me ye can do nothing" joined with" I can do all
things through Christ Which strengtheneth me." When our need and
His abundant supply meet, all things are possible. We know He
will supply every need, not according to ou" careful calculations as
to actual necessity, but according to His riches, yes, and" His great
love." It is gladness to know" He hath need of me" to fulfil His
joy. It is stimulation.
Even when we were dead in trespasses and sins having actually no
spiritual life, nothing to attract love, even then He passed not by.
We were quickened by the Holy Spirit, quickened togethe,. with Him.
His Covenant love existed long before the world began. His Covenant
purposes were formed from everlasting.
There are three wonderful" togethers " in Ephes. ii. 5, 6: "Quickened us together," " raised us up together," " made us to sit together
in heavenly places," all in Christ Jesus. The very thought is profound,
the unsearchable riches of Christ are beyond our highest computations. Just think for a moment of this gradual rise from grace to
glory. Quickened, made conscious, then raised, then seated all in and
with Christ. The" sitting together" signifies a glorious privilege,
a supreme honour. Sitting together not in earthly paradises, but in
heavenly places in Christ Jesns. We have heavenly places on earthly
ground. Often even here the ecstacy is so great, so overwhelming,
that to our senses it is heaven below, as we find all in Him, sitting
together, side by side. The beautiful passage in the song of songs,
" I sat down under His shadow with great delight," expresses extreme
bliss, but sitting together with Him is even more; for it is nearer
than under His shadow, it is sitting with Him.
Sitting together implies union and communion. His gladness and
0UI' gladness one, His pain and 0UI' pain mutual.
He talks to us of
His great love and delights to emphasize His Father's oneness with
Himself in all things. "The Father Himself loveth you," and the
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Father beholding us in Him is well pleased with us. He talks of all
He has done for us, and of all He has prepared for us, and of all He
is doing now, and He impregnates all with such sweetness that
verily His fruit is sweet to our taste.
He is interested in all we do, and think and say. Yes, He enters into
all. Nothing is too small for His loving notice, and nothing too large
for His power. .And as we grieve for the sins that cost Him so much,
He tells us of the joy that was set bif01'e Him when He endured the
cross, despising the shame, aU for us, because it was to redeem us
whom He " so loved." Oh! believer, He has countless comforts to
soothe us, many unknown (to us) deliverances. When the Holy Spirit
convinces us of sins many and dreadful in His sight, He whispers
peace and forgiveness and blotting out through the blood of His cross.
He sees the struggles within, and rejoices in every conquest, and He
whispers,
11

As surely as I overcame,

And triumphed ODce for you,
So surely you that love My Name
Shall triumph in Me too."
Where are the heavenly places? In Christ.
them?
"The love of Jesus what it is

Who can describe

NODe but Hiti ioved ones know."

The heavenly places in which He has communed with us and we
with Him become" mountains of desire," sacred trysting places. It
may be the actual places are wildernesses, lonely foreign places, prisons,
even storms and tempests, but when together with Him they become as
shining palaces, a continual banquet, a perpetual festival. His presence
isfulness of joy. He turns the water into wine, dry places into springing
waters, rough places into smooth. Whenever He gives, He gives
royally. He makes all things to prosper. He giveth aU grace.
Another beautiful feature in the oneness with Him is seen in the
expression, "builded together in Him," and all the building fitly
framed together growcth unto an holy temple in the I"ord. "In
whom ye also are bnilded together for an habitation of God through
the Spirit." The Triune God is engaged on thy behalf, dear child of
God. In Christ builded together-what for? For the Fathe,"s habitation. How builded thus? Through the Spirit.
Not thy works, not thy fitness, not thy struggling not thy prayers
brought thee into this marvellous union. It is not in thee at all. Thou
art His purchase. Because He desired thee, He bought thee. "The
Church of God which He hath purchased with His own blood" (Acts
xx. 28). "His purchased possession" (Ephes. i. 14). "Bought with
a price" (1 Cor. vi. 20 and vii. 23). His redeemed are all His own
by virtue of His claim through purchase.
" Nothing in my hand I bring
Simply to Thy.elf I cling."
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I have been looking through old papers and letters lately. There
arc gems of thought in many, and as I read I felt how the saints of
old have "struggled hard as we do now with sins and doubts and
fears." Sometimes they were looking inwardly to self-struggle, selfdoing, and often they thanked God, looking off unto Jesus, and always
there finding peace. But I was much interested with a very simple
little parable in one of the written papers which, simple though it is,
may be used of the Lord to help some dear reader. It is an American
parable. As the owner was walking amongst his sheep one said to
him, "I am your sheep because you have had seven pounds of wool
from my back." Another said, " I am your sheep because you have
had five pounds of wool from my back." Another said, " You have
had two pounds of wool from my back, therefore I am your sheep."
The owner looked upon them and replied, "You are all my sheep,
not because of any profit I have had from the wool on your backs,
but because I bought you and paid for you, you are mine."
Dear child of God, beloved of Him, you are His; for He has bought
you and paid for you. You are His purchased possessions and nothing
can sever you from His love. He has before ordained you to good
works, not f01' love but from love. Yes, He will have all the glory
of possession. Free sovereign grace chose thee, bought thee, keeps
thee, owns thee.
H

Let me 'vide 'myself in Thee."
NETTlE

"NOT OF HIM THAT WILLETH."

By

MARTIN

LUTHER.

IF any man feel in himself a love towards the Word of God, and
willingly heareth, talketh, writeth and thinketh of Christ, let that
man know that this is not the work of man's will or reason, but the
gift of the Holy Ghost; for it is impossible that these things should
be done without the Holy Ghost. Contrariwise, where hatred and
contempt of the Word is, there the Devil, the god of this world
reigneth, " blinding men's hearts, and holding them captive, that the
light of the glorious Gospel of Christ should not shine upon them"
(2 Cor. iv.4). Which thing we see at this day in the most part of the
common people, which have no love to the Word, but contemn it as
though it pertained nothing at all unto them. But whosoever do
feel any love or desire to the Word, let them acknowledge with thankfulness, that this affection is poured into them by the Holy Ghost.
For we bring not this affection and desire with us; neither can wc be
taught by any laws how we may obtain it; but this change is plainly and
simply the work of the right hand of the Most High. Therefore, when
we willingly and gladly hear the Word preached concerning Christ,
the Son of God, Who for us was made man and became subject to the
law, to deliver us from the malediction of the law, hell, death and
damnation; then let us assure ourselves that God, by and with this
preaching, sendeth the Holy Ghost into our hearts.
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THE RECENT CONFERENCE OF MODERN CHURCHMEN.
THE following criticisms of the papers read at the recent Conference
of J\fodern Churchmen are well worthy of perusal. They consist of
the opening leaderettes of the English Churchman for September 3
last. The Editor says ;More and more, as the Modernists declare their opinions they show
that they are drifting further and still further away from revealed
Christianity into the dreary wastes of rationalistic unbelief. Indeed,
we see that it must be so. When a man begins to put his own ideas
of what ought to be in the place of the teaching of the Bible as to what
is, he is on an inclined plane where there is nothing solid and real to
arrest his downward course. 'Ve have been reminded of this afresh
by the reports of the Modernist Conference which has just been held
at Oxford. For example, the Rev. J. S. Bezzant read a paper upon
" What We Belieye about God." In it he declared that the younger
generation were not concerned with the familiar difficulties of the
Gospels, such as the Virgin Birth, physical Resurrection, or the
problem of the Person of Christ. They were anxious about " much
more fundamental things." These things, according to him, are the
Nature of God and His relations to the world and to the individual.
With regard to these, the only certainty they had was that they disbelieved much of what the formularies of the Church appeared to
say or the Bible seemed to imply. Then with regard to the Divine
dealings with men recorded in the Word of God, the only way in which
they could meet the difficulties which these records presented was
by saying frankly that" Biblical stories of cataclysmic interference
with the natural order were in some cases dramatic interpretations
of natural events, and in others were not history at all but myths."
In other words, these Modernists are so inflated by the pride of their
reason that they daringly pronounce the Bible to be untrue wherever
it disagrees with their own imaginations and theories. This is the
very essence of infidelity.
We have already noticed their rapid descent down the inclined
plane upon which they have placed themselves. This may be inferred
from Mr. Bezzant's statement respecting their passage from the" difficulties" of the Gospels to "much more fundamental things." To
deny the Virgin Birth and the physical Resurrection and the miraculous
ministry of our Saviour would be a comparatively small thing for those
who are ready to cast aside as untrue what is revealed concerning the
character and operation of God. According to this would-be exponent
of Christian theology, the use of the term " omnipotence" must be
dropped. The term "omnipresence" also should be discarded as
liable to objection. The conception of God as a judge, too, must be
abandoned as anachronistic. Thus we come to this point that" what
we believe about God is least inadequately represented by saying that
He is the reality in which our highest ideals of wisdom, love, righteous-
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ness, beauty and truth have their ground and being." That is it.
Modernism would substitute "our highest ideals" for the inspired
revelation of Himself which God has been pleased to give in His Holy
Word. Romans i. 18-32 supplies a sad and awful picture of the result
to which the following of men's own" ideals" may lead them, and
shows that there is nothing to save them from the abyss of ruin but the
revelation which they treat with such contempt. No words can be
too strong to warn souls of the terrible danger of the Modernism of
our time.
After what we have noticed regarding the opening stage of the
conference, we cannot wonder that it continued to utter the voice of
unbelief. Another speaker, advocating the theories of modern psychologists, declared that, though keenly alive to the weaknesses of human
nature, they would not attribute them to the fall from Paradise, but
would point to the humble ancestry of the race and the incompatible
elements which human nature had inherited from different stages of
evolution. The resnltant misery and unrest arising from the discord
of these elements, they said, " was evidence not of a fall but of a rise
which was only partial and, perhaps, very precarious." Another
speaker calmly affirmed that none of the doctrines of the Fall of Man,
the Atonement and Heaven and Hell, generally regarded as Christian,
are credible to-day. He spoke of the old faiths" crumbling away"
as if it were an assured fact and not the mere imagination of sceptical
minds. He seemed to think that the sublime truths, upon which
the apostles, saints and martyrs rested and relied for time and for
eternity, should be regarded now as so much decaying rubbish unworthy of any respect from the modern mind. And then he declared
that they believed in Jesus Christ because He was the type of the
perfect adaptation and expression-not an isolated phenomenonof the eternal purpose in man and His Divine Activity operating in
him. This avowal of faith might, perhaps, be made by a Unitarian,
but it is not the Christian creed; it is not consistent with the central
doctrine of the Trinity. We need not quote any more. We have
adduced enough to illustrate the extremely grave peril of the Modernist
movement. But we cannot help expressing our wonder at the kind of
conscience which these men possess. It allows them to repudiate
Christian doctrines at will, to treat a large part of the Bible as mythical
lumber, and at the same time to pose as ministers of Christ, to recite
the creeds in public worship and to hold dignities and enjoy emoluments
provided for the clergy of the Church of England. Their failure to
recognize and own the inconsistency of their position is a remarkable
sign of these latter days.
My time is short; I must be up and doing, I must go briskly on
with my work, leaving it to my Lord to find me strength for it, and
success in it.-Romaine.

·
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THE "THRICES" OF PRAYER.
IN everything that Paul experienced and received he was" exceeding
abundant." In labour, in suffering, in endurance, he excelled. It is
remarkable that he writes of three" thrices." "Thrice was I beaten
with rods: thrice I suffered shipwreck: for this thing I besought the
Lord thrice." This may mean that he very earnestly prayed for the
removal of the thorn in the flesh; but it rather imports that there
were three special occasions of intense prayer concerning that precious
gift of his gracious Master. And his prayer was abundantly answered,
to his joy and his Lord's glory.
We have more than one instance on record of prayer increasing in
intensity to a third degree. May the Holy Spirit be graciously pleased
to enable us to place our feet inside the footsteps of those who have
gone before us.
1. When Jehoshaphat was faced with" a great multitude" of the
Moabites, Ammonites, and others, he set himself to seek the Lord by
fasting and prayer (2 Ohron. xx.). By a threefold plea he laid his
trouble before his God. "0 Lord God of our fathers." This was
reminding the Lord of His promises and past deliverances. "Art not
Thou God in heaven 1" This was appealing to His almighty power.
But the third is intensely beautiful: "Art not Thou our God? 0, our
God, wilt not Thou judge them 1" How often in our pilgrim pathway
have we gone through the experience of this wonderful chapter-the
danger, the cry, the deliverance, the song of praise!
2. A similar sequence appears in Psalm v.-" Give ear to my words,
o Lord, consider my rn£ditation. Hearken unto the voice of my <YrY,
my King, and my God." The words are the outgoing expression of
the meditation of the heart; and as the exercise grows in intensity
the prayer becomes a cry that reaches the very heart of God. All
true prayer comes down from heaven, and then ascends to its Author;
and the same is true of praise. Prayer and praise are inbreathed by
the Holy Spirit, and breathed back again to Himself, their Author.
3. A very striking instance of increasing intensity in prayer occurs
in Psa.lm lxxx. "Turn us again, 0 God, and cause Thy face to shine,
and we shall be saved." These exact words occur thrice, in verses 3,7,
and 19;. but with significant additions in the two latter. In verse 3
the "Shepherd of Israel" is addressed as " 0 God" (Elohim). In,
verse 7 He is addressed as " 0 God of hosts" (Elohim Tsebaoth). But;
in verse 19 we have a further addition: "0 Lord God of hosts;":
(Jehovah Elohim Tsebaoth). Incidentally, it may be suggested that
this Psalm is peculiarly applicable to the present" perilous times."
4. But the great example of intensity in prayer took place in Gethsemane. "0 My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me ;
nevertheless, not as I will, but as Thou wilt. He went away again the
second time, and prayed, saying, 0 My Father, if this cup may not pass
from Me, except I drink it, Thy will be done. And He left them, and
went away again, and prayed the third time, saying the same words"
3°
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(Matt. xxvi.). But Luke makes a most significant addition to the
record of Matthew and Mark: "And being in an agony, He prayed
more earnestly."
Here, beloved child of God, give me your hand. Here is the Example
for David, for Paul, for you, for myself. The cup only passes away
by our drinking it. The" strong crying and tears" (Heb. v.) belonged
to His sinless humanity; and therefore He is able to sympathize with
-ours. The cup containing your curse and mine passed away as He
-drank it, and it becomes a cup of holy and heavenly joy as we participate in Gethsemane. His sorrow has" passed away"; Paul's thorn
has" passed away"; heaven and earth shall "pass away"; the
former things shall" pass away"; all sin, sorrow, pain, tears, and
·death itself, shall" pass away." But His love shall never pass-away;
,and His praise shall never end.
WILLIAM WILEMAN.

,(Jrick/eu>ood.

THE ASHLEY DOWN ORPHANAGE.
WE have received the " Narrative of Facts" relating to the Orphan
Houses at Ashley Down, Bristol, founded by the late George Miiller,
for the year 1924-1925.
Its testimony to the continued faithfulness of God is a great encouragement to God's people. The financial year was commenced with a
balance of £5,693 13s. 5d. As the weeks and months went by' the
regular income was so small that at last only enough was left to tide
over two or three days. Then the Lord again wrought, and so abundantly that the total amount received during the year was £45,305
5s. 6!d., being £1,069 5s. 9d. in excess of the actual expenditure, thus
leaving a balance at the end of the year of £6,762 19s. 2d.
Mr. Miiller died on March 10,1898. Since that time the total amount
received for the work is nine hundred and sixty-nine thousand, two
hundred and nine pounds, four shillings and fivepence halfpenny.
Since the commencement of the work by George MUller the amount
received is "Two millions, four hundred and twenty-six thousand,
three hundred and sixty-two pounds, two shillings and elevenpence."
All this has come in answer to believing prayer. "Never since the
year 1836, when the Orphanage was founded, did George Miiller or
either of his successors appeal to any human being to supply financial
.aid to the work. To God alone the needs have been told, even when
;those needs seemed absolutely overwhelming." No wonder the
:Narrative should say, " This is the finger of God." May the faith in
God which characterized George Miiller and which still characterizes
his present successor, characterize all our readers. Nothing is too hard
for the Lord. He is pledged to supply all the needs of all His people.
" He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all,
how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things 1 " (Rom.
viii. 32).
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MIRACULOUS
HEALING.
,

By

THE LAtE DR.

W. H.

GRIFFITH THOMAS.

SOME years ago, the late Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D., Professor
of Old Testament Literature and Exegesis, at Wycliffe College, Toronto,
used to answer questions of a Biblical Character in the Record, Church
of England newspaper.
One of these had reference to l\fuaculous Healing. We subjoin
the question which was put to him on this subject, and his answer.

" L.F."-" Why is the Church only preaching salvation from sin and

rwt salvation from sickness through the same Divine power of Christ r
When our Saviour was on earth He healed the sick, and in His last
words told His disciples that the healing of the sick should be one
of the signs to follow the Teception of His Gospel."

Your inquiry raises the general question of the place of Divine
healing in Christianity, and on this, as you know, Christian men differ
considerably. I cannot find from the New Testament any warrant for
saying that sickness as well as sin is included in the Atonement, for
obviously Matt. viii. 17 cannot possibly refer to the Atonement, since
it is applied to our Lord's miracles during His earthly ministry, and
long before His Atonement was actually made. As to the signs that
were to foll<;>w " them that believe," I submit that in spite of what you
say in your letter you have been unconsciously unfair in omitting thE>
other verses from St. Mark xv. 17, 18, because the healing of the sick
was not the only sign which was to follow, and so far as I can see we
have no more right to expect a continuance of healing than of new
tongues, and protection from serpent bites and poison. Does not this
suggest that gifts of healing and other miraculous powers were not
necessarily intended to remain permanent./y in the Church 1 Miracles
in the Bible are not found everywhere, but only at well-defined epochs,
and we can readily understand why the advent of our Lord and the
foundation of Christianity should be marked by an outburst of supernatural power. Even in St. Paul's day healing was not uuiversal,
or he would not have left Trophimus sick at Miletus (2 Tim. iv. 20).
While we firmly believe that God can, and does, heal in answer to
prayer, yet I do not think we are justified in believing that this is the
only method of healing, and that all others are wrong. Each case
must be taken on its merits, and I believe we shall find in not a few
instances that sickness is allowed to continue, permitted by God for
some wise purpose. Certainly it is impossible, and I believe wrong,
to say every case of sickness is due to sin except in the widest and
most general sense that originally suffering and sickness came into
this world through wrong doing. If we give careful attention to New
Testament teaching, and live in the power of the Spirit, I believe we
shall have that spiritual perception which enables us to see whether
God wills to heal the sick or not.
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THE REFORMATION.
(From the Jewish Historian.)
AND it came to pass, when the Pope Julius [the Second] began to
build the great high place which is in Rome [St. Peter's], that he sent
the Franciscan Friars into all the districts of the uncircumcised. And
he gave them power to loose and to bind, and to deliver souls from
perdition. And they departed and cried with a loud voice, " Take off
the earrings of your wives and daughters and· bring them for the
building of the high place; and it shall come to pass'when ye shall
come, that ye shall save the souls of your generation from perdition."
And it came to pass, after the death of Julius, that the Pope Leo sent
again, a.nd they went, as before, into the cities of Ashkenez [Germany],
and they were lifted up. And it came to pass whenever the Germans
would speak, saying, " How could ye say this thing? and how can
the Pope do it ? " they answered them proudly, saying, " Ye shall be
cursed if ye do not believe, for there is no faith in you; and ye shall
be an abhorrence to all flesh." And there was one Martin [Luther],
a monk, a skilful and wise man, and he also said unto them, " Why
are ye not ashamed when ye let your voice be heard on high speaking
such dreams?" And the priests could not give an answer; and
they behaved with madness after thei~ manner, and they anathematized
him in the year 1518, and the wrath of Martin was much kindled.
And Martin opened his mouth and preached with a·loud voice against
the Pope, and against the dreams and the abominations of the Popes,
but still he delighted in THAT MAN [Jesus], and many gathered themselves unto him. And he made them statutes and ordinances, and
spake revolt against the wise men of the Church; and he would explain
from his own heart their law and the words of Paul; and they went
not after the precepts of the Popes; and their laws are two different
aW2 until this day.-Extract from the Ohronicle of Rabbi Joseph ben
Joshua ben Meir, quoted by Dean Milman in his" History of the Jews."
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THE HEART OF A MlmSTER, AND THE HEART OF THE
HEARER.
By MR. J. K. POPHAM.
THERE are two places where it is well for truth to abide, and to pe
powerful. The first is in the hea.·t of a minister. "The heart of the wise
teacheth his mouth, and addeth learning to his lips "(Prov. xvi. 23).
If truth be only in the understanding it will be spoken perhaps very,
very lightly, but not unctuously; but if it be in the heart by Divine
revelation it is life, it is light, it is the light of life, it has unction, it has
authority, it permeates, it pervades, it is like water percolating, soaking
to the roots of things, so that they are revived and made fruitful.
Let us search and try our ways, and ask"if the truth, as the truth is in
Jesus, is thus in us, and whether we who are ministers have those
manifestations of God to us, those revelations of His greatness and
majesty, and those percolatings of His love into our vcry souls; whether
we receive such commnnications from Him as humble and crumble
and enlarge and strengthen and settle and stablish us. If we do not,
we may speak quite consistently with truth, but I doubt if we shall
speak very profitably; and if we do not so speak, then the other place
I am to name will be found very empty; namely, the heart of the hearer.
We may complain of our hearers, but the first complaint, when God
deals with a minister, will be about himself. I do not speak theoretically. On that one point I speak with pain. It may be common among
us to say, "We wonder anybody comes to hear us," and all that
kind of thing; but the point is this, What do we do in secret about our
hearers 1 It is not what- I am in the pulpit so much as what I am
in my room; it is the secret life that will tell. If you try to make
anything a substitute for secret prayer, you are in a poor condition,
and will become poorer. So if truth in the power of it is in these two
places, in the minister and in the hearer, there will be some liveliness.
I think myself that I am perhaps quite right in saying that it is thisthe lack of this dealing of God with us, of His power, His goodness, and
truth in our hearts, and therefore our going more 01' less empty and dry
into the pulpit, that will account very much for the condition of the
churches. In these my last days I have a good deal of this business in
secret, and wonder sometimes whether one prayer of mine of many
years' standing from time to time will ever be answered. I have said
to the Lord many times, "Lord, shall I ever get an answer to it 1 "
This is the prayer, that I may be "a good minister of Jesus Christ."
I hope in some little measure He will make me one, He only can. May
I address my brethren in the ministry, may I say to them what I often
say to myself in a way of petition, " Take heed unto thyself, and unto
the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save
thyself, and them that hear thee" (1 Tim. iv. 16). 0 my brethren,
what need there is for the Holy Ghost to make us jealous of ourselves,
llond to instruct us in the truth as the truth is in Jesus, and to bring
us solemnly, continually, to wait on Him for those supplies of grace
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and truth and unction, without which no ministry can be of any real
good!
And to the hearers I will speak a word. As you may be enabled,
ask the Lord to make and keep you hungry. If the hearers are not
hungry, the minister will have no bread for them; they do not need it,
and God does not throw His blessings about anyhow. So you who
are hearers, members of churches, ask Him to give you hunger, and
then hungry people and a living minister will meet, and it will be a good
meeting. So may it please God to grant we may see His goodness in
our churches.
Go home then, my beloved friends, and speak of the truth, and
speak the truth in love as God helps you, and exhort your felIowmembers to do the same, and submit yourselves to the ministers who
speak unto you the word of God, who" watch for your souls, as they
that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with
grief; and may I venture to say, Go home, ministers of the Gospel, and
seek afresh that anointing, that fresh oil, that will make your ministry
unctuous, abidingly useful, a means in the hands of the Spirit of liberating captives, of healing sore places, of putting a plaster on sore boils,
and enabling people-the poor of the flock-to say, "Now know I
that this is the word of the Lord."-The Gospel Standard, June, 1925.

FOREKNOWLEDGE AND FOREORDINATION.
By DR. A. A. HODGE.

IF God certainly foreknows any future event, then it must be certainly
future, and He must have foreknown it to be certainly future, either
because it was antecedently certain, or because His foreknowing it
made it certain. If His foreknowing it made it certain, then His
foreknowledge involves foreordination. If it was antecedently certain,
then we ask, What could have made it certain, except what we affirm,
the decree of God, either to cause it Himself immediately, or to cause
it through some necessary second cause, or that some free agel'-t should
cause it freely! We can only choose between the foreordination of
God and a blind fate.
God possessing infinite foreknowledge and power, existed alone
from eternity; and in time, self-prompted, began to create in an
absolute vacuum. Whatever limiting causes or conditions afterwards
exist were first intentionally brought into being by Himself, with
perfect foreknowledge of their nature, relations, and results. If God
then foreseeing that if He created a certain free agent and placed him
in certain relations, he would freely act in a certain way, and yet with
that knowledge proceeded to create that very free agent and put him
in precisely those positions, God would, in doing so, obviously predetermine the certain futurition of the act foreseen.-Outlines of Theology,
pp. 148, 203.
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"TABERNACLE TYPES AND TEACHINGS."
WE have received a letter from the Editors of " Tabernacle Types and
Teachings," a book which we reviewed in the August issue of this
Magazine. They express the view that our review was overweighted
with criticism, and they say that while we " allow that there is much
excellent teaching found within its pages" our "commendatory
remarks consist of six lines in three pages."
We would say in reply that when we discover that a book contains
what we regard as serious error, we feel that, however excellent it
may be in some parts, it cannot safely be put into the hands of any
whose spiritual interests we have at heart. The error stamps the
book as dangerous. In our view there is a sad lack of criticism in
many of the reviews which appear from time to time. Error is passed
over lightly and the object the reviewer has in mind is to try to find
all the good he can say of a book. The same principle is at work in
regard to teachers. For example, if a Modernist or a Sacerdotalist is
appointed to a bishopric the tendency in some quarters is to praise
him for his excellent points, and to pass lightly over his false teaching.
This to us is one of the evils of the day. When Peter erred at Antioch
the Apostle Paul " withstood him to the face, because he was to be·
blamed." He did not pause to dwell on Peter's excellencies in general.
Moreover, is there not danger that a reviewer's commendatory remarks
in a review will be made use of to advertise a book which, while good
in some parts, is erroneous in others 1
We still believe that there is much excellent teaching in the volume'
on " Tabernacle Types and Teachings," but we frankly say, and we,
say it in all kindness of heart, that we regard the book as dangerous;
because of the teaching which we criticized. We therefore regret mucb:
that we cannot recommend it. The Editors in their letter to us seek
to justify the teaching which we condemned. We regret we cannot
agree with their further remarks, and we do not think any good would
come of inserting them, especially as we should have felt it necessary
to reply to them.
" Now I am grown old I am cautious of recommending books. I
advise everybody to study the Scriptures with' prayer, to draw from
the fountain·head, and to examine and try the writings of men by the
infallible standard, and not to pay too implicit a regard to the senti·
ments of great authors or preachers. The best are defective, and the
wisest may be mistaken."-John Newton.
HE gave Himself! The God Man was not only the sacrifice but
the great 'High Priest. In His death He gave up His life. When we
die we are only acted upon, but He acted when He gave up His life and
died on Calvary. Hence His cry " It is finished." The Man Christ
Jesus alone could be the Priest when that great sacrifice was offered;
not God the Father, or God the Holy Ghost, for a priest must be
" taken from among men."-J. E. Hazleton.
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SONS AND DAUGHTERS.
. THE title of our little talk this month includes ~very one of my young
readers. Each of you is a son or a daughter, though you may differ'
one from another in age, in appearance, in position, and in education.
Are you filling your position as a son or a daughter in the best way 1
Does your presence bring joy and help to the home circle if you are
•
still in it 1
Perhaps, however, you may be away from home. If so, be careful
to write regularly and fully to the dear ones at home, who are keenly
interested in all the details of your life. Oh! how the letters of absent
sons and daughters are valued by their parents and the other sons
.and daughters of the family!
Some of you may have read the life of Captain Hedley Vicars, a
:young Christian officer who was killed in the Crimean War in the year
1855. Writing to his mother soon after his conversion, he said: "I
nave just received your truly fond and affectionate letter. I assure
you it made me shed tears. I feel that my conduct has been undutiful
in not having written to you oftener. But do not imagine, for a
moment that my neglect in so doing ever arose from forgetfulness.
Far worse were I than a brute could I ever cease to remember the
fondest and most devoted of mothers. My dislike to writing in general
shall not prevent me from writing to you or Mary by every mail for
the future."
_
In 2 Corinthians vi. 18 we read, "Ye shall be My sons and daughters,
saith the Lord Almighty." And if you can be thus described, the
Holy Spirit has shown you what your condition as a lost sinner i~ in
God's sight, and has led you to flee for refuge to the only Saviour,
the Lord Jesus Christ, Whose blood cleanseth from all sin. All who
thus lean upon Jesus, trusting only in His merits and death for salvation are sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty.
I hope that you are rejoicing in God as your Heavenly Father, and
seeking by His grace to be loving and obedient. "Be ye therefore
followers of God as dear children, and walk in love" (Eph. v. 2).
Years ago a girl who was passing through trial said to me, " What
should I have done now without my Heavenly Father 1" If you read
the sixth chapter of St. Matthew's Gospel, you will see how much the
mind of the Lord Jesus was occupied with thoughts of His Father in
heaven, and how much He wished His disciples to realize all that is
meant by the words used by Him on the morning of His resurrection:
"My Father and your Father." May you rejoice in the ,vonderful
E. A. H.
words too.
AT the Cross, whilst darkness envelops it from one point of view,
we dwell in the noontide of everlasting love where all the perfections
of God were glorified.-J. E. Ha,zleton.
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(ltortesponbence.
GOSPEL BOOK lVIISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE
DEAR FRIEND,-A Missionary to sailors writes: "Ever so many thanks
for the four parcels of books that you have so kindly sent. They
are just what we were needing for distribution when visiting ships.
We find there is a great demand among our seamen for Bibles or portions
of the Scriptures, and what you have sent will be so useful. You will
rejoice to learn that we have had several interesting cases of conversions
lately." Another writes: "Thank you most sincerely for the parcel
of books sent. It will be a great help to us, and will, I trust, be blessed
of God in its distribution." To maintain this good work of distributing
the truth of God more help is needed, the loss by death of generous
friends making it necessary to look under God to new friends of the
sailor and soldier.
21, Firfield Street,
Yours sincerely,
Totterdown, Bristol, Septemher, 1925.
R. E. BRIDER.

{lJrotfstllnt

~eacon.

PRAYER BOOK REVISION AND THE DUTY OF
EVANGELICAL CHURCHMEN. *
By THE REV. THOMAS HOUGHTON, VICAR OF WHITINGTON, STOKE
FERRY, NORFOLK.
WE have come to a very critical time in the history of Prayer Book
revision. In all probability the recommendations of the House of
Clergy, and of the House of Laity, will be in the hands of the Bishops
in the course of a few weeks. The final form which the revision
proposals will take will be decided by the House of Bishops. The
measure will then be placed before the National Assembly to be either
accepted or rejected in the tefIns decided upon by the House of Bishops.
Afterwards it will be referred to the Legislative Committee, and by
them submitted to the Ecclesiastical Committee. The Ecclesiastical
Committee, after considering ~he measure, will then draft a repor~
thereon to Parliament, and "on a resolution being passed by each
House of Parliament directing that such measure in the form laid
before Parliament should be presented to His Majesty, such measure
shall be presented to His Majesty, and shall have the force and effect
of an ·Act of Parliament on the Royal Assent being signified thereto
in the same manner as to Acts of Parliament."
The Home Secretary (Sir W. Joynson-Hicks) in his New Year's
• A paper read at a Garden Meeting ot Members of the Fellow.hip of
Ev..ngelical Churchmen, held at Oulton Rectory, Lowestoft, on Jnly 2nd, 1925.
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letter to the members of the N.C.L., says, "It is probable that the
final stages of Prayer Book Revision, so far as the Church Assembly
is concerned, will be reached during the present year." If so, it is
likely that the Revised Prayer Book (permissive use measure) will come
'into operation on the first Sunday in Advent, 1926. We are, therefore,
confronted with a situation which may involve a serious re-consideration
of our position in the Church of England. The Evangelical clergy
entered the ministry of the Church of England believeing that in her
Articles and Formularies she was true to Bible and Evangelical
principles. They never regarded the Prayer Book as infallible, but
they interpreted it by the Bible and by the manifest intention of the
Reformers.. They believed that thus interpreted it was thoroughly
Scriptural, Evangelical, and Protestant. Some of us would have
preferred that words and phrases here and there might have been
omitted. We should have liked the word" priest" to have been
omitted, knowing its long association with sacerdotalism, but we
knew it was retained in the sense of " presbyter."
We should have liked the wording of the Catechism and of the
Baptismal Service to have been different, knowing that in their present
form sacerdotalists use them in the sense of teaching Baptismal
Regeneration. We are convinced, however, that such was not the
meaning intended by the Reformers, and the Gorham Judgment
supported us in this view.
We should have liked the service for the Visitation of the Sick to
have been different. We know, however, that no clergyman is bound
to use it. Most Evangelical clergymen never do use it. Besides; we
are convinced in regard to that service that it was never intended to
bolster up the doctrine of Priestly Absolution. So we have stood our
ground, believing that the Prayer Book services were in harmony with
the Word of God. We have sometimes marvelled at the deep
insight into Evangelical truth which is manifested by the collects and
services of our present Prayer Book. Even from the point of view
of style we shall probably agree with a recent reviewer in the Daily
Telegraph that "nowadays our most devout ecclesiastics somehow
fail even in the manufacture of collects."
The serious doctrinal changes, however, now proposed to be made
in the Prayer Book, even though at first their use will not be compulsory,
are such that clergymen are confronted with the question, Can we any
longer subscribe to it? Sir W. Joynson-Hicks says, " How serious are
the ehanges which have been agreed upon by the House of Clergy I need
hardly remind you. If finally adopted they would give the force of
law to a service practically the same as the Roman Mass. It was
plainly stated in the House of Clergy that Reservation of the Sacrament
was desired not merely for the sick, but in order that people might
offer adoration to the consecrated elements. And what else but this
was meant by the Bishop of London when only a fortnight ago, in a
sermon at the Church of St. Magnus the Martyr, he said that, 'he
would offer no obstacle to the faithful saying their prayers in
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the presence of the reserved sacrament' 1" (New Year's Letter).
It is sometimes said that Evangelicals have no objection to wise
revision. They only object to a revision which would alter the doctrinal
character of the Church of England. There is truth in this observation,
but at the same time it must be confessed that it is difficult to trust
bishops and clergy of sacerdotal or Modernist views to make any
changes at all which would be fully satisfactory to spirit-taught minds.
For myself, I think that, as things are, it would be wiser to leave the
Prayer Book alone. A general rubric making it qnite legal at the
discretion of the minister to shorten the services, to use special psalms
and special lessons, and to use special extempore prayers as the occasion
might reqnire, would have sufficiently met modern reqnirements.
Changes, however, of a most drastic character are proposed, some
to satisfy Modernists, and others to satisfy Sacerdotalists. The
mutilation of the Ten Commandments and of many of the Psalms,
the removal of expressions which imply that the Flood and the passage
of the Red Sea are facts of history, the change in the question put to
candidates for the Diaconate concerning belief in the Scriptures, and
the removal of expressions which teach that" the wrath of God is
revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of
men," are all concessions to Modernism.
Of course we are not bound by Scripture to repeat all the Psalms
every month, or to recite the Ten Commandments at the Communion
Service. It would be pedectly in harmony with Scripture if these
things were left to the discretion of the minister, but deliberately to
mutilate the Word of God is an act of daring and irreverence against
which we strongly protest. Moreover, to make it easier for men, who
deny the plenary inspiration of the Bible, to enter the ministry of the
Church of England is a most retrograde step.
Turning from these concessions to Modernism, we are faced with the
very serious changes in a Romeward direction which are proposed.
1. There are the serious changes in the Communion Service.
a. The Consecration Prayer.
In one of the forms sanctioned by the amendments made by the
House of Clergy we have the prayer, "Hear us, 0 merciful Father,
we most humbly beseech Thee, and vouchsafe to bless and sanctify
these Thy gifts and creatures of Bread and Wine, that they may be
unto us the Body and Blood of Thy most dearly beloved Son Jesus
Christ."
These words clearly imply that in answer to prayer such a change
takes place in the Bread and Wine that the worshippers should regard
them as the Bod,)' and Blood of Christ.
Dr. Darwell Stone says, " If the consecrated elements are only bread
and wine after consecration as before, whatever gifts or virtues may
be attached to the profitable reception of them, those who imagine
that they are worshipping our Lord are wholly wrong in seeking the
object of their adoration in His presence in the Sacrament. But if it
is true that by consecration the bread and the wine become His Body
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and Blood, if our Lord Himself, eternal God, very Man glorified,
spiritual, riseR, ascended, is present in the Sacrament, then in the
adoration there is no idolatry but rather the worship which is the
bounden duty of a Christian" (quoted by the Record, July 10th, 1924,
page 458).
Now it is this doctrine that by consecration the bread and wine
become Christ's body and blood, and that He, as a result, is present
in the Sacrament and to be adored therein, which the House of Clergy
wish to incorporate in the proposed alternative Prayer Book. Our
Reformers repudiated this doctrine, and they declared that by kneeling
to receive the bread and wine" no adoration is intended or ought to
be done, either unto the Sacramental Bread or Wine there bodily
received, or unto any corporal presence of Christ's natural Flesh and
Blood. For the Sacramental Bread and Wine remain still in their
very natural substances, and therefore may not be adored (for that
were Idolatry, to be abhorred of all faithful Christians)." (Black
Rubric at the end of Communion Service).
The Reformers explicity denied that by consecration any change
took place in the elements, and therefore they stigmatized as " Idolatry
to be abhorred of all faithful Christians" the adoration of the elements
or of any supposed corporal presence of Christ's Body and Blood. Yet
under pretence of revising the Prayer Book to suit modern needs it
is gravely proposed to bring back into our Prayer Book that very
idolatry against which our martyred Reformers protested even unto
death.
Dr. Darwell Stone, himself the leader of the Anglo-Catholics in the
House of Clergy, says, " They will claim when they are in the presence
of the Sacrament they may worship and praise and pray in their
realization that He Who is hidden there is their Lord and God. . . .
For themselves they know, with a certainty which springs from the
security of their belief, that they must worship our Lord where the
Sacrament is reserved with that fulness of adoration which they feel
and express towards Him in the Mass. It is again the same central
truth. He Who is in the Sacrament is the Son of Mary and the Son
of God, Himself the most glorious of the sons of men, Himself true and
eternal God, to Whom is due the uttermost of all that we can give"
(The Eucharistic Sacrifice, pages 53-4, quoted in The Record, March
5th, 1925, page 156).
It is clear, then, that it is desired by the House of Clergy that the
doctrine of a change in the elements by consecration should be incorporated in the Revised Prayer Book with a view to reservation for
purposes of adoration. In harmony with this the proposed new
Consecration Prayer teaches that the Lord's Supper is a sacrifice
offered to God. The finished character of Christ's once-for-all-offered
sacrifice is thus rejected, and the statement of Article XXXI. that
"the sacrifices of Masses were blasphemous fables and dangerous
deceits" is quietly ignored.
b. Reservation of the Sacrament.
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Cranmer well said" the very body of the tree, or'rather the roots
of the weeds, is the Popish doctrine of transubstantiation, of the rea
presence of Christ's flesh and blood in the Sacrament of the Altar
(as they call it), and of the sacrifice and oblation of Christ made by
the priest for the salvation of the quick and the dead. Which roots,
if they be suffered to grow in the Lord's vineyard, they will overspread
all the ground again with the old errors and superstitions" (On the
Inrd's Supper, page xxiv.).
These roots of error the Reformers swept away, and along with them
the practice of Reservation and the idolatry connected with it. They
declared that "the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was not by
Christ's ordinance reserved, carried about, lifted up, or worshipped"
(Article XXVIII.), and they ordered that jf any of the consecrated
bread and wine remained it was not to be carried out of the Church,
but was to be reverently consumed" immediately after the blessing."
It is now proposed to allow the Sacrament to be reserved for the sick.
There is absolutely no need for snch a provision. No Evangelical
clergyman ever finds any difficulty in administering the Lord's Supper
to the sick without practising reservation. The real cause for the
demand is unscriptural views of the Lord's Supper. The Lord's
Supper seems to be put in the place of the Lord himself, and the benefits
of His redeeming work are tied to the Sacrament instead of being
proclaimed as blessings enjoyed by faith in Christ's merits.
Moreover, it is plain beyond the shadow of a doubt that belief in
the corporal presence of Christ in the elements is responsible for the
desire for reservation. Not for the sick merely, but for purposes of
adoration is reservation demanded. That is admitted by Dr. Darwell
Stone, and we all know that adoration is "idolatry to be abhorred
of all faithful Christians." To say the least, it is not possible to safeguard reservation from abuse. If, while it is illegal, it is marked by
abuse, much more would it be abused if it were once more allowed
by law in the Church of England. Even now the Bishop of London
offers" no obstacle to the faithful saying their prayers in the presence
of the reserved sacrament." How much more would this practice be
abused if it had the sanction of law.
c. Other drastic changes proposed are the legalizing of the Mass
Vestments, the use of Wafer bread, which is associated with the
doctrine of a change in the elements after consecration, and the toleration of public prayers for the dead.
The words " militant here in earth" are deliberately omitted, and
prayers for the departed are deliberately inserted. Other prayers for
the dead are recommended by the House of Clergy on pages 25, 27, 40,
and 83 of C.A. 158, as well as being incorporated in the revised Burial
Service. Such prayers are unwarra.nted by Scripture. They are
associated with a denial of the finished character of Christ's work, and
a denial of the perfect justification of every believer. They are often
allied with a belief in purgatory, and are strongly condemned by the
Homilies of the Church of Englanli.
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2. The observance of the Romish Feast of Corpus Christi is another
drastic change proposed by the House of Clergy. This Feast was
sanctioned by Pope Urban IV. in the year 1264, and it was then introduced for the adoration of the body of Christ in the consecrated Host
(see article in Protestant Dictionary).
3. In the Baptismal Service it is proposed that the child should have
placed upon him a white vesture co=only called the Chrisom, and
that a lighted candle should be put into his hand, or into the hand of
the godfather.
4. In the Confirmation Service it is virtually taught that that
ordinance is a sacrament, and the Bishop is instructed to declare to
the newly confirmed that they have all now" received of God the gift
of His Holy Spirit."
There are many other changes of an objectionable kind which the
limits of a paper forbid my referring to. Sufficient, however, has been
said to show that if so-called Anglo-Catholics and Modernists have
their way the Church of England will no longer be true to the Word
of God and to the principles of our martyred Reformers.
" The plain fact is," says Sir Joynson-Hicks, "that a determined
effort is being made to undo the work of the Reformation in the Church
of England."
What, then, is the duty of Evangelicals in view of these perils!
First, they need to acquaint themselves with the real facts of the
situation. They need to know of the danger which confronts them.
How few of the rank and file of our members take in an Evangelical
paper, such as The English Churchman or The Recm·d. Even some of
the clergy fail in this respect.
Secondly, we need to cry unto God to deliver us as a nation from
apostasy from the truths of His Word.
Thirdly, we need to use all our influence to avert the present danger.
There should be no compromise with proposals which would turn the
Co=union into the Mass, encourage the great sin of idolatry, and
which would virtually deny the finished character of Christ's sacrifice
and the perfect justification of every sinner who through infinite grace
relies wholly on Christ's merits.
Fourthly, we need to beware of allying ourselves with lVlodernists
to attain the end we have in view. Our Lord says, " Be:ware of false
prophets." He does not say unite with them.
Lastly, we need to be prepared, if need be, to suffer for the cause
of God and His truth.
In the first instance it is proposed to make the revised Prayer Book
permissive only.. Its use will be optional, but it will have the force
of law, and if anything like the present proposals are ultimately
legalized, the Church of England will no longer be Protestant and
Reformed. All its ministers will be associated with a Church which
legalizes the Mass, Reservation, Prayers for the Dead, and Mass Vestments. As Sir W. Joynson-Hicks says, if these changes are finally
adopted "they would give the force of law to a service practically
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the same as the Roman Mass." Under such circumstances. the question
would arise, Can men loyal to the truth continue in association with
a Church which has so far departed from the teaching of Scripture 1
That question need not be answered now, but we ought not definitely
to make up our minds that whatever happens we will "stick to the
ship." We should be prepared to be guided by the teaching of God's
Word whatever it may cost us. Evangelical clergymen especially need
to beware of allowing the thought of hardship and suffering to hinder
them from taking the right step when the time comes. Secession, if
it were deemed the right course to take, would mean the abandonment
of house and income, and the facing of privation and severe trial. A
layman might secede and still continue his secular calling, but a clergyman, of no private means, might be reduced to great hardship, and
the cases of such ought to call out the sympathy af godly laymen.
Even now decided Evangelical men have to suffer for the truth, but
their sufferings might be increased greatly if they felt that duty
demanded secession from the Church with which they have been
associated all their lives.
Let us remember, however, that the things which are happening
are included in the predicted apostasy of the last days, and let us
seek for grace that, like Moses, we shall choose "rather to suffer
afIliction with the people of God than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for
a season, esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the
treasures in Egypt."
At present we are not confronted with martyrdom. Let us earnestly
beware lest we should be unwilling to suffer less than our martyred
forefathers suffered in the cause of Bible, Evangelical and Protestant
truth.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE Committee thankfully record the continued goodness of God to
the Society. Among many tokens of this they gratefully make mention
of the generosity of two of its staunch old friends-Mr. and Mrs.
Benjaniin Densham-who early this year sent a very substantial
contribution, " In memory of the best of brothers," the late Mr. Alfred
Densham. Such memorials serve, not only to keep alive the memory
of loved ones, but materially help to lighten the burden and relieve
the anxieties of many of the Lord's living pilgrims.
Meetings in the interest of the Society have been arranged as follows
(D.V.): On Friday, October 2nd, the Rev. Thomas Houghton will
preach in St. Mary Woolnoth Church at 7 o'clock. On the 13th the
Annual Meeting and Sale of Work at Brighton; on the 14th, Sale of
Work at Hawkhurst; on the 18th, Sermons morning and evening, at
Chadwell and Clerkenwell, on the 21st, Sale of Work at Crowboro, on
the 22nd, Service at Eden Chapel, Cambridge, and on the 28th, Meeting
and Sale of Work at Eastbourne.
.
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SOVEREIGN ABUNDANT GRACE MANIFESTED IN THE LAST"ILLNESS AND
DEATH OF RUTH FENNER. By J. H. Gosden. Pp. 23. Price 2d.
By post 2td. (Mr. J. H. Gosden, 78, Buckland Road, Maidstone,
or C. J. Farncombe & Sons Ltd., 30, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate
Circus, London, E.C.4).
Ruth Fenner was brought up under Calvinistic teaching, but when
about 17 she. was attracted to the Church of England. At the age of
22 she came under High Church influences and about five years afterwards entered the Church of Rome. For seventeen years she continued
her attachment to that Church. Then in May of this year she solemnly
renounced the errors of Rome, and during her fatal illness she gave
remarkable evidence of the abounding grace which the Lord manifested
towards her. This booklet is chiefly occupied in relating her testimonies
during her trying illness.
HAPPY GREETINGS, 1926. By H. H. Martin. Pp. 32. Price 2d. By
post 2td. (Lord's Day Observance Society, 18, Buckingham St.,
Strand, London, W.C.2).
This is probably the first of the Christmas and New Year Pocket
Books. Mr. Martin, the Editor, is the new Secretary of the Lord's
Day Observance Society. His name is already well known for the
writing of bright booklets such as this. Every page contains something bright and good. Solemn facts about the desecration of the
Lord's Day are also stated and the great importance of its observance
is insisted upon. There is a calendar and a text for every day. The
booklet is attractively got up.
THE GRACE OF THE DOCTRINES. By Mr. A. Lythgoe. Pp. 7. Price
2d. post free. (Sovereign Grace Union, The Parsonage, 98,
Camberwell Grove, London, S.K5).
An excellent devotional address setting forth some of the marks ot
a true child of God.
WE have received the following monthly re-issues of sermons by the
late Rev. Archibald G. Brown. They were revised by himself :1. THE BIBLE, My CRITIC.
2. "HE WROTE OF ME."
3. A WARNING AGAINST SPIRITUALISM.
4. SELAH, THINK OF THAT.
5. THE ODD SPARROW.
6. THREE" SELAHS " IN ONE PSALM.
The above are all published at 2d. each, post free 2!d., by Stanley
Martin & Co., Ltd., 12, Charterhouse Square, London, KC.I. They
are attractively printed and got up.

